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Maghe 
Sankranti 
greetings 
from CM
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 14 J :

Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling and Tika 

Maya Chamling have ex-
tended warm greetings and 
best wishes to the people of 
Sikkim on the festive occa-
sion of Maghe Sankranti.

“I am illed with im-
mense pride and joy to 
see the growing number 
of locally grown organic 
produce on display and 
sale during Maghe Mela, 
which re lects the hard 
work and commitment 
of our farming com-
munity throughout the 
state. Maghe Mela with 
its long-standing history 
is not only the meeting 
point of art, culture and 
trade but also a platform 
to showcase unity in di-
versity in its true sense, 
which our state is well 
known for. It is the cele-
bration of the Sikkimese 
way of life,” the Chief 
Minister has conveyed.

“As Makar Sankranti 
marks the end of winter 
solstice and brings in 
warmer days, I wish the 
people of Sikkim peace, 
happiness and prosperi-
ty in the year ahead. May 
the auspicious festival 
strengthen the bond of 
brotherhood and amity 
among our fellow broth-
ers and sisters,” his mes-
sage concludes.

10 pc reservation for economically weak 
in general category comes into force

N  D , J  12 (PTI): The 
constitutional provision to pro-
vide 10 per cent reservation in 
government jobs and educa-
tion to economically backward 
section in the general category 
has come into force Monday, a 
government noti ication said.

The Constitution (103 
Amendment) Act, 2019 re-
ceived the assent of the Presi-
dent on Saturday.

“In exercise of the powers 

conferred by sub-section (2) 
of section 1 of the Constitu-
tion (One Hundred and Third 
Amendment) Act, 2019, the 
Central government hereby ap-
points January 14 as the date 
on which the provision of the 
said Act shall come into force,” 
a gazette noti ication by the 
Ministry of Social Justice and 
Empowerment read.

The Act amends Articles 15 
and 16 of the Constitution, by 

adding a clause which allows 
states to make “special provi-
sion for the advancement of 
any economically weaker sec-
tions of citizens”.

These “special provisions” 
would relate to “their admis-
sion to educational institu-
tions, including private edu-
cational institutions, whether 
aided or unaided by the state, 
other than the minority educa-
tional institutions”.

It also said the reservation 
would be “in addition to the ex-
isting reservations and subject 
to a maximum of 10 per cent of 
the total seats in each category”.

The bill was passed by Par-
liament on January 9.

“For the purposes of this 
article and article 16, ‘econom-
ically weaker sections’ shall be 
such as may be noti ied by the 
State from time to time on
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Looking forward to HSP-
SKM meeting: Bhaichung
SDF of ice bearer Birkha Dungmali joins HSP

REBYNA RANA
G , 14 J :

Hamro Sikkim Party 
[HSP] vice president, 

Bhaichung Bhutia today 
said that he is excited 
and looking forward to 
the meeting with SKM 
president PS Golay to-
morrow at Gangtok. The 
two opposition parties 
are meeting on 14 Jan.

“From day one, HSP 
has been maintaining 
that we are open for al-
liance. I am looking for-
ward to the irst round 
of meeting between HSP 
and SKM tomorrow. It is 
the irst round of meet-
ing and let us see what 
happens,” said Mr Bhutia.

He added that no con-
ditions have been set for 

the meeting and both par-
ties will be coming to the 
meeting with open minds.

“Ninety percent of peo-
ple in Sikkim today want 
an alliance among opposi-
tion parties. They are say-
ing that opposition should 
come forward in a united 
manner. It is the demand 
of the people,” he stated. 
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CM dedicates 1,000-bed hospital to the Sikkimese

The 1,000-bed Multi 
Speciality Hospital

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 14 J :

The Multi Speciality 
Hospital at Sochay-

gang, Sichey, in East Sik-
kim is spread over a 15 
acre plot and has been 
constructed at a total 
cost of Rs 1,281 crores 
in two phases. 

Phase-I, costing Rs 830 
crore has been completed. 

This is an 8-moment 
magnitude resistant RCC 
structure with a single 

basement, ground and 9 
storied main block mam-
moth structure having a 
built up area of 46,886 sq 
mt with 13 lifts and con-
temporary inishes in tune 
to a 21st century building.

The main block 
houses all general, sur-
gical and specialty de-
partments along with 
11 major and 12 de-
partmental operation 
theatres with the latest 
surgery       turn to pg03

SAGAR CHHETRI
G , 14 J : 

Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling inaugurat-

ed the 1,000-bed Multi 
Speciality Hospital at So-
chaygang here at Sichey in 
East Sikkim today. On the 
occasion, he has also laid 
the foundation stone of 
the irst State Government 
Medical College of Sikkim.

Dedicating the hospi-
tal to the people of Sik-
kim, the CM heralded the 
inauguration as a historic 
moment and the happiest 
day for Sikkim and its peo-
ple, one that will always be 
remembered in the health 
sector of the State. 

The CM informed that 
the State government 
had taken the decision to 
build this multispecialty 
hospital in 2009 with the 
aim to provide world-
class medical services 
to the people of Sikkim 
within the State. 

He further shared 
that while the dream 
was there, there were 
no funds to even start 
the work. He added that 
the then bureaucrats 
believed that it was im-
possible to build such a 
multispecialty hospital, but 
the State government re-
mained irm in its commit-
ment and the foundation 
stone was laid in 2010.

“Now, I am very sat-
is ied and happy for the 
people of Sikkim who 
have the biggest multi-

specialty government 
hospital. This is the big-
gest government hospi-
tal in the country after 
AIIMS in New Delhi. It is 
an important milestone 
for Sikkim,” he stressed. 

He informed that 
funds from plan and non-
plan budget of the State 
were used to construct 
the hospital and a soft 
loan of Rs 200 cr was 

taken to buy the required 
medical equipment.

“We have created a 
new history by preserv-
ing the essence of STNM 
Hospital. To keep our 
history, the hospital will 
be named the New STNM 
Multispecialty Hospital,” 
he announced. 

He directed that the 
STNM Hospital be shifted 
to this new structure and 

be made fully functional 
by 01 February.

He informed that the 
new hospital has been 
equipped with the latest 
and most advanced ma-
chines and technology. 

The hospital has the 
latest machines for TB 
detection, advanced ma-
chines in radiology, 23 
operation theatres, ICU 
ambulances, healthcare 

assistants will be avail-
able 24X7 etc. 

He informed that a 
free bus service will be 
plied from Gangtok to 
the hospital round the 
clock. He informed that 
the hospital complex also 
has a Yatri Niwas which 
has 119 beds and a din-
ing hall for attendants 
and an auditorium hav-
ing seating capacity for 

300 persons.
While mentioning 

that the government has 
not only focused on the 
curative but also on pre-
ventive measures, the CM 
informed that the gov-
ernment has provided 
free vaccination for hep-
atitis-B, MDR and HPV 
to the people and Sikkim 
was also the irst state to 
start the free HPV vac-

cine campaign for cervi-
cal cancer. 

He pointed out that 
the CATCH programme 
of the State government 
was unique in the coun-
try. He further expressed 
that the State govern-
ment has been work-
ing on mission-mode 
to make Sikkim a TB-
Free State by 2022 and 
sought everyone’s sup-

port for the success of 
this mission.

The CM mentioned 
that this hospital was 
fully digital and has been 
connected to all district 
hospitals of the State. He 
added that the hospital 
has been equipped with 
latest equipment and fa-
cilities in every depart-
ment and the people do 
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Salaries of 20000 new employees 
not opposition’s headache: CM

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 14 J :

Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling today said 

that the opposition need 
not worry about how 
the State government 
will provide salaries to 
20,000 employees ap-
pointment under ‘One 
Family, One Job’ scheme.

“Opposition parties 
should not take head-
ache on this issue. I have 
the rich experience after 
serving as the CM for 24 
years for now and I will 
arrange salaries for these 
employees,” said the CM 
during the inauguration 
of the multispecialty hos-
pital at Socheygang.

On the same, he stat-
ed that the SDF govern-
ment has always been 

providing salaries, pro-
motions and increments 
to government employ-
ees on time. 

“I have never interfered 
in the work of the police 
and bureaucrats but always 
gave them the protection 
and respect,” he said.

While mentioning 
that there should not 
be politics on every is-
sue, the CM alleged that 
opposition parties have 
been playing politics on 
every issue to bring de-
struction in Sikkim. He 
stressed that there is 
no need for the govern-
ment employees to get 
upset with the govern-
ment as the SDF govern-
ment has done its best 
in the interest of every 
employee of the State.

Petrol price breaches Rs 70-
mark, diesel crosses Rs 64

N  D , J  14 (PTI): 
Petrol price breached the 
Rs 70 a litre-mark and 
diesel crossed Rs 64-
mark Monday after rates 
were hiked for the ifth 
consecutive day on rising 
input cost.

Petrol price was 
raised by 38 paise per li-
tre and diesel by 49 paise 
a litre, according to price 
noti ication issued by 
state-owned oil irms.

In Delhi, petrol now 
costs Rs 70.13 a litre 
and diesel is priced at 
Rs 64.18.

This is the ifth con-
secutive day of increase 
in rates and sixth hike 
this month.

Rates on Sunday were 
increased by 49 paise per 
litre in case of petrol and 
59 paise for diesel.

In all, prices have 
gone up by Rs 1.84 a litre 

for petrol and by Rs 2.02 
for diesel in the new year.

In Mumbai, petrol 
costs Rs 75.77 a litre 
and diesel is priced at 
Rs 67.18.

Rates vary from state 
to state, depending on 
the rate of local sales tax 
or value added tax (VAT).

Petrol and diesel pric-
es have been on the rise 
since January 7.

Prior to that, rates 
had cooled to a year’s 
low of Rs 68.29 for pet-
rol and Rs 62.16 in case 
of diesel. This followed 
a decline in rates on al-
most all days since Octo-
ber 18, 2018.

In all, the petrol price 
has fallen by Rs 14.54 
per litre since October 
18, 2018, while die-
sel price declined by Rs 
13.53 per litre in two and 
a half months.

Manik Sarkar seeks judicial 
probe into Madhabbari clashes

A , J  14 (PTI): 
Leader of Opposition and 
former chief minister 
Manik Sarkar on Mon-
day demanded a judicial 
probe into last week’s 
Citizenship bill protests 
at Madhabbari, which led 
to the injury of at least 
seven persons, includ-
ing a Tripura State Ri les 
(TSR) personnel.

Police resorted to 
lathicharge, burst tear gas 
shells and opened ire in the 
air on January 8 to disperse 
agitators, who blocked 
highways seeking revoca-
tion of Citizenship Bill.

Six Twipra Student 

Federation (TSF) were 
among those who sustained 
injuries in the incident.

Criticizing the police 
action, Sarkar, who took 
a tour of Madhabbari in 
West Tripura district, said 
“ iring on the protesters 
was not necessary”.

“Many shops and 
houses were burnt and 
damaged in Madhabbari 
and its adjacent areas 
in Jirania sub-division 
during the agitation. The 
protesters received bul-
let injuries on their back, 
which indicates that they 
were running away.
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Gangtok on 
Tuesday, 
15 Jan

Temp: 10°C/06°C
Forecast: Sunny 
to partly cloudy 
with a little rain in 
the evening, then 
a shower in spots

Sunrise: 07:01 AM
Sunset: 03:49 PM

Voters try out EVM and VVPAT at Namchi

SUMMIT REPORT
N , 14 J :

An awareness pro-
gram on use of EVM 

and VVPAT during the 
upcoming general elec-

tion 2019 was held in 
the DAC, Namchi today as 
part of SVEEP program.

Enthusiastic voters, 
mostly senior citizens 
and irst time voters par-

ticipated in the hands-on 
practice of the EVM and 
VVPAT organised by the 
District Administration 
and the Election Cell, 
Namchi, South Sikkim.

The demo centre set 
up as Polling station in 
this building is being 
manned by Joint Direc-
tor and the Head Assis-
tant of this office who 
shall follow the instruc-
tion of the Commission 
in taking out and storing 
the machine on a daily 
basis after the program, 
a press release informs.

Over 100 votes have 
been recorded today in 
the machine cast by the 
general public who vis-
ited this centre and all 
have expressed their 
happiness and satisfac-
tion over the VVPAT ma-
chine being used by the 
Commission in the forth-
coming Assembly and 
Lok Sabha election 2019, 
the release adds.

Winter camp for students at Sumbuk

Yoga session at Jorethang Mela

Jorethang, 14 Jan (IPR): 
As part of Jorethang Ma-
ghey Sankranti Mela, 
2019, a yoga session was 
held at Green Park, Jore-
thang today. Yoga guru, 
Thukchuk Lachungpa 
led the demonstration on 
various Yoga asans. 

Also present were 
Chairperson NJMC, Tika 
Gurung, president Ma-
ghey Mela Celebration 
committee (MMCC) cum 
(SDM Jorethang), Tshering 
Bhutia, Secretary MMCC, 
Jigmi Namgyal, senior cit-
izens and public at large.

It may be mentioned 
here that there were 
around 200 participants 
and the students of Ra-
midham Primary School 
from West Sikkim also 
actively demonstrated 
different skills and poses 
of yoga.

SUMMIT REPORT
S , 14 J :

Five-day residential 
camp is being organ-

ised by Kanchanjyoti 
Youth Club and STEP 
Youth Organization, 
Sumbuk in collaboration 
with different NGOs on 
Youth Leadership on the 
theme “Promote Volunteer-
ism through Life Skills evam 
Shramdaan Karyakram” at 
Sumbuk, South Sikkim for 
students from 16–20 Jan, 
2019, a press release informs. 

To participate in the 
camp participants should 
bring their own bedding, 
Adhaar card and 2 pass 
photos for ID veri ication 
and should be in the age 
group of 18–23years or 

class IX and above.
With regard to this 

camp, a meeting was 
held on 13 Jan at Kar-
tikey Junior High School 
which appointed Suyog 
Pradhan as camp in-
charge and Rojan Prad-
han as camp director, the 

release adds.
Also present were Sa-

runa Chettri, Deepak Rai, 
Kishor Baniya, Bikram 
Kishor Gautam, Biren 
Pradhan, Bevek Gurung, 
Tilak Prasad Sharma and 
other members of Kan-
chanjyoti Youth Club.

not need to go outside 
the State for treatment 
any more. 

The new hospital 
has already created a lot 
of employment oppor-
tunities for local youth 
and more than 100 
youth of the area have 
already received jobs 
in C and D grade in the 
hospital and 3-4 youth 
from every constituency 
will be employed in the 
hospital. 

He added that the 
hospital has also cre-
ated immense oppor-
tunities for the people 
of Sichey and the sur-
rounding areas. While 
mentioning that the 
area was growing into 
a medical centre and 
an educational hub, he 
urged the people to em-
brace these opportu-
nities and extend their 
full support and coop-
eration to the hospital 
by working in common 
interest.

The CM mentioned 
that the upcoming 
State Medical College 
in the area will also 
promote the area as an 
educational hub. The 
Medical College will 
provide free education 
to Sikkimese students, 
he announced. 

“We have provided 
the best medical facil-
ities and services to 

the people of Sikkim in 
these 24 years with our 
unique and exemplary 
initiatives in the health 
sector,” he said. On the 
same, he asserted that 
if any political par-
ty gives irresponsible 
and wrong statement 
in health sector, then 
doctors and medical 
fraternity should speak 
up and reach a clear 
message to the people.

While stating that 
physical health was 
not enough, and that 
the mind also needs 
to be healthy, the CM 
urged the hospital staff 
to work seriously on 
the field of psychiatry 
and mental health. On 
the same, he rued that 
some irresponsible el-
ements have been just 
accusing the govern-
ment for suicides but 
they do not want to go 
deep on this issue. He 
also advised the hospi-
tal to work on substance 
abuse and antibiotic re-
sistant conditions.

Earlier, the pro-
gramme started with 
a welcome address 
by Health Commis-
sioner-cum-Secretary, 
Vishal Chauhan and 
technical report by 
Principal Chief Engin-
ner-cum-Secretary of 
Building & Housing De-
partment, RB Thapa.

On the occasion, 
Health Department has 
felicitated the CM for 
his outstanding works 
and contributions in the 
health sector. 

During the pro-
gramme, Managing Di-
rector, ACPL, Shama-
lendu Ghoshal, was 
felicitated by the Chief 
Minister for the suc-
cessful completion and 
handing over of the 
Hospital to the State 
Government.

The Chief Minister 
then felicitated the first 
batch of thirty mid-lev-
el health providers who 
recently completed a 
six-month training on 
community health and 
will now be posted in ru-
ral parts of Sikkim. They 
were trained under the 
Ayushman Bharat Pro-
gramme.

The Chief Minister 
also launched the 104 
Health Helpline, a 24/7 
call centre to register 
grievances, as well as 
seek advice and infor-
mation on various perti-
nent health issues.

A book on Ayurveda 
and alternate medicine 
titled ‘Tripoid of Health’ 
authored by Dr. Gayatri 
Sharma, Ayurvedic Doc-
tor at AYUSH Hospital, 
Sochyagang, was also re-
leased on the occasion by 
the Chief Minister. 

CM dedicates 1,000...

The HSP vice president was speaking to media-
persons on the sidelines of a function to welcome 
a former office-bearer of Sikkim Democratic Front 
party, Birkha Dungmali, into the party today at the 
HSP office, Deorali in Gangtok. He was welcomed 
into the party by vice president, Bhaichung Bhutia, 
party spokesperson, Biraj Adhikari and others mem-
bers of the party.

Mr Dungmali was given the post of vice president 
of HSP and also made the in-charge for Poklok Kam-
rang, constituency level committee. 

Mr Dungmali [67 years] said he was with the SDF 
for past 22–23 years and as a central executive com-
mittee member for past 15 years. Four days ago I sub-
mitted my resignation from SDF, he said.

Mr Dungmali alleged that the SDF government is 
not talking about the real issues of the common Sik-
kimese people. In his speeches, the Chief Minister 
talks about America, Switzerland but does not speak 
about real conditions of the people in the villages of 
Sikkim, he said. 

He added that the CM is surrounded by his aco-
lytes and is ruling Sikkim like a monarch.

Asked about his role in HSP, Mr Dungmali said he will 
work to strengthen the South district committee of HSP. 

“I will reach out to the villages in South District 
and bring public awareness on the programmes and 
principles of the HSP,” he said.

Looking forward...

“A judicial probe 
should be carried out 
into the incident by a sit-
ting High Court judge,” 
Sarkar told reporters.

The former CM, 
however, declined to 
comment on Citizen-
ship (Amendment) Bill, 
which is pending Rajya 
Sabha approval.

The legislation seeks 
to grant nationality to 
non- Muslims who led 
religious persecution 
in three neighbouring 

countries and entered In-
dia before December 31, 
2014. It was passed by 
the Lok Sabha last week.

Earlier on Friday, 
Chief Minister Biplab Ku-
mar Deb ordered a mag-
isterial inquiry into Mad-
habbari clashes.

However, regional 
parties in the state, in-
cluding Indigenous Peo-
ple’s Front of Tripura 
(IPFT) - alliance of BJP 
-led government - and In-
digenous Nationalist Par-

ty of Twipra (INPT), Tip-
raland State Party (TSP), 
have demanded a judicial 
probe into the incident.

Five tribal parties 
on Saturday observed a 
dawn-to- dusk bandh in 
Tripura Tribal Areas Au-
tonomous District Coun-
cil (TTAADC) areas, 
constituting two-thirds 
of the the state’s terri-
tory, demanding resig-
nation of Chief Minis-
ter Biplab Kumar Deb 
over the incident.

Manik Sarkar seeks...

the basis of family income and other indicators of eco-
nomic disadvantage,” the noti ication read. Amend-
ment of Article 16 stated, “Nothing in this article shall 
prevent the State from making any provision for the 
reservation of appointments or posts in favour of any 
economically weaker sections of citizens other than 
the classes mentioned in clause (4), in addition to the 
existing reservation and subject to a maximum of ten 
per cent of the posts in each category.”

While introducing the bill in Parliament, Union 
minister Thaawarchand Gehlot had said that at pres-
ent, the economically weaker sections of citizens have 
largely remained excluded from attending the higher 
educational institutions and public employment on 
account of their inancial incapacity to compete with 
the persons who are economically more privileged.

According to the objects of the bill, “The direc-
tive principles of state policy contained in Article 
46 of the Constitution enjoins that the State shall 
promote with special care the educational and eco-
nomic interests of the weaker sections of the people, 
and, in particular, of the Scheduled Castes and the 
Scheduled Tribes, and shall protect them from social 
injustice and all forms of exploitation.”

“With a view to ful il the mandate of Article 46, 
and to ensure that economically weaker sections of 
citizens get a fair chance of receiving higher education 
and participation in employment in the services of the 
State, it has been decided to amend the Constitution 
of India,” the statement of objects of the bill said.

10 pc reservation...

Political war erupts as BJP, Cong-
JDS allege poaching of MLAs

B , J  14 
(PTI): A fresh political 
war erupted in Karna-
taka Monday as the rul-
ing Congress-JDS coa-
lition and BJP accused 
each other of making a 
renewed bid to poach 
MLAs, with chief minis-
ter H D Kumaraswamy 
saying he has “suf icient 
numbers” to run a stable 
government. Amid spec-
ulation that six to eight 
Congress MLAs are ready 
to jump ship to the BJP 
side and some lawmak-
ers of the ruling coalition 
have gone incommunica-
do, Kumaraswamy said 
there was no question of 
“instability” in his gov-
ernment.

As the Congress-JDS 
combine accused the BJP 
of luring away its MLAs 
offering bribes and oth-
er allurements, BJP state 
chief B S Yeddyurappa 
rubbished reports that 
his party was attempting 
‘Operation Lotus’ to top-
ple the government.

He said there was no 
truth in the charge and 
alleged that the Con-
gress-JD(S) combine was 
trying to woo his party 
MLAs. Media reports 
about Congress MLAs 
willing to cross over to 
the BJP and some re-
maining incommunicado 
fuelled speculation about 
a possible threat to the 
government.

Adding to the specu-
lation was BJP holding up 
all its 104 MLAs, who had 
gone to the national cap-
ital for the party national 
council meeting, in Delhi 
itself and having meet-
ings. ‘Operation Lotus’ is 
a reference to the BJP al-
legedly luring several op-
position MLAs to defect 

to ensure stability of its 
then-government head-
ed by B S Yeddyurappa 
in 2008. “I have suf icient 
numbers for giving a sta-
ble government here, it 
is not necessary for Con-
gress or JD(S) to poach 
the MLAs from BJP, we 
have suf icient numbers,” 
Kumaraswamy said.

Kumaraswamy said 
he enjoyed the support 
of 120 MLAs and Yed-
dyurappa was making 
“futile attempts” to de-
stabilise his government.

“In which BJP MLAs 
name rooms were re-
served in which resort, 
how many rooms were 
reserved.How many Con-
gress-JD(S) they were 
making attempts to lure 
and take them away..
don’t I have the informa-
tion,” he said.

“The coalition gov-
ernment enjoys support 
of 120 MLAs,” he said.

He also said, “I have 
noticed reports in sec-
tions of the media (about 
‘Operation Lotus’). Today 
too I saw a media report 
stating that on January 
17, President’s rule will 
be imposed in the state.

I don’t know who is 
feeding such reports to 
the media..

I was surprised to see 
the report.”

Asked about Water 
Resource Minister D K 
Shivakumar’s claim that 
three Congress MLAs 
were camping at a hotel 
in Mumbai in the “com-
pany of some BJP lead-
ers”, Kumaraswamy said, 
they were in constant 
touch with him.

Not revealing their 
names, he said “They are 
my friends. Those MLAs 
in Mumbai or 104 BJP 

MLAs who are in Del-
hi are all my people, so 
there is no question of 
instability to this govern-
ment.” “(The Congress) 
MLAs have gone to Mum-
bai after bringing it to my 
notice; they are in con-
stant touch with me,” the 
chief minister said.

“I spoke to them at 
7:30 in the morning. 
They have gone for per-
sonal reasons, and there 
is no need to add poli-
tics to it,” Kumaraswamy 
said. “If my government 
is facing instability, is it 
possible for me to be at 
ease?” he asked.

Shivakumar had on 
Sunday said the BJP’s 
‘Operation Lotus’ was for 
real, alleging that three 
Congress MLAs were 
camping in a Mumbai 
hotel. He had said the 
chief minister was being 
“lenient” towards the BJP, 
by not exposing it.

“BJP members have 
gone for their executive 
meeting and to plan a 
strategy for Lok Sabha 
polls to win more seats.

What should I do if 
their meeting is being seen 
as a threat to this govern-
ment?” the chief minister 
asked. Kumaraswamy said 
he knew all about who the 
BJP was contacting and 
what kind of offers it was 
using to lure them.

He expressed con-
idence that no MLA 

from the ruling coalition 
would defect to the saf-
fron party. Deputy chief 
minister and senior Con-
gress leader G Paramesh-
wara also said the gov-
ernment was stable.

Asked about the Con-
gress MLAs camping 

in a Mumbai hotel, he 
said “Let them be..why 
they have gone, nobody 
knows. They might have 
gone on holiday or to vis-
it temples or meet lead-
ers.” Accusing the BJP of 
trying to poach Congress 
MLAs, Parameshwara said 
it would not be successful.

Hitting back, Yed-
dyurappa told reporters 
in New Delhi, “despite 
having majority, Con-
gress-JD(S) combine 
is trying to lure our 
MLAs and indulging in 
horse-trading, BJP is not 
doing it. We with 104 
MLAs are ready to work 
as opposition peacefully.”

Accusing the Con-
gress-JD(S) coalition of 
trying to createconfu-
sion, he asked it to focus 
on developmental works 
and said BJP was ready 
to function as a “sincere” 
opposition.

“They are trying to 
lure our people with 
money and Minister’s 
position. We have not 
done this to any Con-
gress-JD(S) MLAs. Ku-
maraswamy is doing it,” 
he added.

Yeddyurappa said the 
BJP legislators would be 
in New Delhi for “one 
or two days” and would 
later go to their constit-
uencies and begin prepa-
rations for the Lok Sabha 
polls in all the 28 constit-
uencies.

Reports suggest that 
BJP legislators in Delhi 
were likely to be shifted to 
Gurgaon, to keep its num-
bers in tact, with Congress 
and JD(S) allegedly plan-
ning to poach BJP MLAs 
as a retaliatory measure 
to Operation lotus. 

No director of 
prosecution in 
CBI, govt seeks 
nominations 
from ministries
ASHWINI SHRIVASTAVA
N  D , J  14 
(PTI): The Centre has 
sought nominations from 
different ministries to 
expeditiously ill vacant 
post of the Director of 
Prosecution in the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investi-
gation (CBI), which is 
working without its reg-
ular chief following the 
ouster of Alok Verma, of-
icials said Monday.

OP Verma, who 
served as the Director of 
Prosecution, completed 
his term on December 
23, they said.

The Director of Prose-
cution is a crucial post in 
the federal probe agency.

The incumbent, who 
works under the super-
vision and control of the 
CBI Director, renders le-
gal opinion in all the cas-
es probed by the agency, 
the of icials said.

The Personnel Minis-
try has written to secre-
taries of all government 
departments for names 
of eligible and willing of-
icers, not below the rank 

of Joint Secretary and el-
igible for appointment as 
Special Public Prosecu-
tor, they said.

They have been asked 
to send the names by Jan-
uary 25 so that “an expe-
ditious decision can be 
taken for illing the post of 
Director of Prosecution in 
CBI”. The selection of the 
Director of Prosecution is 
made on the recommen-
dation of the Central Vigi-
lance Commission.

It is for the irst time 
that the CBI is working 
without its regular chief 
and the Director of Pros-
ecution, the of icials said.

A parliamentary com-
mittee has recently ex-
pressed concerns over va-
cant posts in the CBI and 
asked the government to 
take proactive steps to 
ensure that it does not re-
main under-staffed.

“Shortage of person-
nel at various levels in 
CBI is a perennial prob-
lem. The committee has 
expressed its concern on 
this on several occasions. 
Vacancy in any organi-
sation, to a large extent, 
can be anticipated well 
in advance and proactive 
efforts should be initiat-
ed to complete necessary 
procedure to ill up the 
vacancies on time. The 
CBI seems to have failed in 
anticipating such a situa-
tion,” the panel had said in 
its report tabled in Parlia-
ment earlier this month. 
The CBI is working with-
out a regular chief after 
the agency’s Director Alok 
Verma was transferred 
from the top post in the 
probe agency. Verma has 
since resigned.

Verma and Special 
Director Rakesh Asthana 
were divested of their 
powers and sent on leave 
by the government in Oc-
tober for accusing each 
other of corruption and 
other irregularities. 
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1. Winter Crash Courses running suc-
cessfully for classes X, XII (CBSE, 
ICSE,ISC)

2. Study Materials provided according 
to the standards of the board.

3. Mock Test and Pre Board examina-

tions for the students 
4. Revision notes for the students to 

make them much more eff ective 
5. Doubt clearing Sessions held by re-

spective teachers 
6. Separate hostel facilities for boys and girls.

STUDY ZONE
Mr. Dawchung Lepcha (Chairperson) 

For further details please contact: 9002163719, 7319565616, 7432036651 
Address: P.N.G Road, Opp. City press , Gangtok

OUR COURSE OUTLINES: 

1. To give clear concept of the chapters 
2. To give the students proper guidance 

to excel in their examinations 
3. To Prepare and deliver answers eff ec-

tively and effi  ciently
4. Greater emphasis would be to excel. 
5. Last minute suggestion tips as per 

board requirements

OUR COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

ADMISSION
OPEN

FLAT AVAILABLE FOR RENT 

F ully furnished, 3 Bedroom flat 
available for rent at Church Road, 

Near Diesel Power House. Conveniently 
located by the roadside and a 5-minute 

walk from M.G. Marg. Suitable for 
Coporate Office and Guest House. 

For further details please 
Contact: 9434117687 /9083826462

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
SOCIAL JUSTICE EMPOWERMENT 

& WELFARE DEPARTMENT
SAMAJ KALYAN BHAWAN, LUMSEY, TADONG.

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
The Social Justice, Empowerment and Welfare 
Department invites e-tender from Class – II B 
Enlisted Contractors (SPWD) for participating in 
the tender for “Construction and Establishment 
of Rehabilitation Home for Persons suffering from 
Mental Illness at Assam Linzey in East Sikkim”. 
For further details, kindly visit the website www.
sikkimtenders.gov.in. Date of uploading of bidding 
documents in e-procurement portal will be on 
11.01.2019(after 2 PM). 

Sd/-
Additional Chief Engineer

Social Justice Empowerment 
and Welfare Department

R.O. No. 584/IPR/Pub/Classi./18-19 Date: 09.01.2019.

NOTICE
NOTICE INVITING TENDER FOR RUNNING CANTEEN 

IN THE PREMISES OF THE DISTRICT & SESSIONS 
COURT AT SICHEY, GANGTOK, EAST SIKKIM.

For and on behalf of the Bar Association of Sikkim, sealed tender in the pre-
scribed form are invited from interested parties having experience in cater-
ing/canteen/restaurant business, for running Canteen at the District Court 
Complex at Gangtok for a period of 2 (Two) years.
TIME SCHEDULE

1. Date of issue of tender forms: 15th January 2019 – 21 January 2019.
2. Last date of submission of tender form: 28th January 2019.
3. Date time and venue of tender opening: 1st February 2019 at the Bar 

Room, District Court Complex. 3.30 P.M
4. Tender forms shall be available at the Bar Room, District Courts Com-

plex, Gangtok, East Sikkim during of ice hours. Contact: Mr. Pramod: 
9647972160.

Tender forms shall be issued on payment of Rs. 1000 (Rupees One Thousand) 
only per form, which shall be Non-refundable. 
TERMS & CONDITIONS:

1. The Schedule rate of tender shall be Rs.2, 40,0000 (Rupees Two Lakh 
Forty Thousand) only per annum.

2. The tenderers are free to quote above the schedule rate and the high-
est bidder shall be given preference subject to the pricing /rate ixed 
for the food products on the Menu.

3. The tenderers are required to abide by the terms and conditions as 
speci ied in the tender form.

4. The Bar Association of Sikkim reserves the right to cancel/reject any 
tender form.

    S/d

(Sh. Karma Thinlay Gyatso)
Treasurer,

Bar Association of Sikkim. 
Contact: 9932352194

Delhi Police iles chargesheet against 
Kanhaiya Kumar, others in JNU sedition case
N  D , J  14 (PTI): 
The Delhi Police Mon-
day iled a chargesheet 
at a city court against 
former Jawaharlal Neh-
ru University Students’ 
Union (JNUSU) president 
Kanhaiya Kumar and 
others, saying he was 
leading a procession and 
supported seditious slo-
gans raised on the var-
sity campus in February 
2016. Police also charged 
former JNU students 
Umar Khalid and Anir-
ban Bhattacharya for al-
legedly shouting anti-In-
dia slogans during an 
event on the university’s 
campus on February 9, 
2016, to commemorate 
the hanging of Parlia-
ment-attack mastermind 
Afzal Guru.

In its chargesheet, 
police claimed that it 
has video clips to prove 
the offence which has 
been corroborated by 
the statements of the 
witnesses. The other 
accused chargesheeted 
in the case are Kash-
miri students Aquib 
Hussain, Mujeeb Hus-
sain, Muneeb Hussain, 
Umar Gul, Rayeea Ras-
sol, Bashir Bhat and 
Basharat, some of them 
were then studying in 
JNU, Aligarh Muslim 

University and Jamia 
Millia Islamia.

As many as 36 oth-
ers, including Commu-
nist Party of India (CPI) 
leader D Raja’s daughter 
Aprajita, Shehla Rashid 
(then vice-JNUSU pres-
ident), Rama Naga, 
Ashutosh Kumar and 
Banojyotsna Lahiri, all 
former students of JNU, 
have been named in col-
umn 12 of the charge 
sheet due to insuf icient 
evidence against them, 
police sources said.

Police has alleged 
that Kumar had incited 
the mob to shout an-

ti-India slogans. Met-
ropolitan Magistrate 
Sumit Anand put up the 
charge sheet for consid-
eration before a compe-
tent court on Tuesday.

The accused have 
been charged with of-
fences under sections 
124A (sedition), 323 
(punishment for volun-
tarily causing hurt), 465 
(punishment for forg-
ery), 471 (using as genu-
ine a forged document or 
electronic record), 143 
(punishment for being a 
member of an unlawful 
assembly), 149 (being a 
member of an unlawful 

assembly), 147 (pun-
ishment for rioting) and 
120B (criminal conspir-
acy) of the Indian Penal 
Code (IPC).

In the charge sheet 
running into around 
1,200 pages, police 
claimed that all the foot-
age were genuine and the 
presence of students be-
longing to Kashmir was 
also establish through 
mobile clips and videos.

It claimed that the 
Kashmiri students, had 
masks on during the pro-
cession, but did not cover 
their faces while return-
ing. This showed their 

involvement, police said.
The 10 accused 

persons have been 
chargesheeted on the 
basis of electronic evi-
dence, including CCTV 
footage and mobile foot-
age, and documentary 
evidence, which include 
statements of students 
and security guards.

The inal report 
claims that no permis-
sion was granted to orga-
nise the event and every 
member was a part of an 
unlawful assembly. When 
informed about the lack 
of permission to hold the 
even, the accused per-
sons started arguing and 
ighting, it said.

A case was registered 
on February 11, 2016 
under sections 124A and 
120B of the IPC against 
unidenti ied persons at 
the Vasant Kunj (North) 
police station, following 
complaints from Bhara-
tiya Janata Party (BJP) 
MP Maheish Girri and the 
Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi 
Parishad (ABVP).

The event in 2016 
had taken place despite 
the university admin-
istration cancelling the 
permission, following 
a complaint from the 
ABVP, which had termed 
it as “anti-national”.

OYO plans centre of excellence in Kolkata

K , J  14 (PTI): 
Hospitality irm OYO Ho-
tels and Rooms on Mon-
day said it is planning a 
centre of excellence for 
training and capacity 
building in the city.

The company has 
also made an offer to 
the West Bengal govern-
ment to maintain a re-
altime data repository 
for ‘Digital Arrival and 
Departure Register’.

“We are looking to 
set up an OYO Centre of 
Excellence (OYO Skill In-
stitute) towards the end 
of the year, as we contin-
ue to scale our business 
further in the state. The 
government has extend-
ed support with space,” 
CEO, India and South 

Asia, Aditya Ghosh said 
here on the sidelines of 
CII Bengal Tourism Glob-
al Meet 2019.

The space for the 
training institute is likely 
to be in New Town area.

At present, OYO trains 
about 3,500 people per 
month from 26 institutes 
globally, company of i-
cials said.

It estimates a capacity 
of around 7,500 rooms in 
West Bengal. OYO manag-
es a total of 4.5 lakh rooms 
across the world, includ-
ing 1.64 lakh rooms in In-
dia, they said.

About the digital data 
repository, Ghosh said 
it aims to provide real-
time updates to state 
governments on arrivals 

and departures, making 
this a “more ef icient 
and transparent” pro-
cess as compared to the 
manual version. “At this 
point, we have seen ac-
ceptance from the state 
governments of Haryana, 
Rajasthan and Telangana 
of our proposed digitisa-
tion of guess entry and 
departure records,” an 
OYO of icial said.

West Bengal Tourism 
Minister Gautam Deb 
said the state was devel-
oping tourist areas and 
circuits, and is seeking 
private investments.

The state was also 
planning to come up with 
an app for tourists to give 
their feedback, besides 
other digital support.

Dine-and-scoot father-son held 
for cheating posh Mumbai hotels

M , J  14 (PTI): 
A father-son duo were 
arrested for allegedly 
posing as hotel guests 
and escaping without 
paying bills after din-
ing there, police said 
Monday.

The two were 
nabbed after staff at a 
five-star hotel in Cuffe 
Parade in south Mumbai 
alerted police Saturday, 
an official said.

He identified the two 
as 57-year-old Suhas 
Nerlekar and son Swap-
nil (32), both residents 
of Kandivali East.

Explaining the mo-
dus operandi, the of-
ficial said, “They used 
to book rooms in posh 
hotels after introducing 
themselves as business-

men. Before collecting 
the keys of their rooms, 
the two would have din-
ner at the hotel and then 
sneak away without 
paying the bill.”

On Saturday, a hotel 
staffer stopped them 
while they were mak-
ing an exit and asked 
them to pay the bill, he 
said. “They were de-
tained as they did not 
have any money.

The police was 
called in and we ar-
rested the duo under 
section 420 (cheating) 
of the IPC,” the Cuffe 
Parade police station 
official added.

He said the accused 
have reportedly cheated 
hotels in Colaba and San-
ta Cruz similarly.

China’s exports register steep fall 
in December, worst in two years

B , J  14 (PTI): 
China’s exports fell by a 
whopping USD 221.25 
billion in December 
registering the biggest 
plunge in two years amid 
the ongoing trade war 
with the US, highlighting 
the continued slowdown 
of the world’s second 
largest economy.

Both exports and im-
ports fared worse than 
expected in December, 
according to the igures 
released Monday by the 
General Administration 
of Customs (GAC).

The igures suggest 
the negative impact of 
the trade war may be 
greater than Chinese 
authorities previous-
ly estimated, and point 
to the need for a more 
rapid and larger eco-
nomic stimulus to sta-
bilise growth, the Hong 
Kong-based South Chi-
na Morning Post said in 
its report.

Total exports fell to 
USD 221.25 billion in 
December, down 1.4 per 
cent from November, 
and 4.4 per cent from the 
same month in 2017.

The figures indicate 
a further weakening 
in the strength of the 
world’s second biggest 
economy which sent 
Asian stock markets 
lower on Monday.

The fall of exports in 
December which is the 
biggest since December 
2016, when China grew 
at its slowest pace since 
1990 was the irst indi-
cation that the trade war 
with US is biting Beijing.

Of icials of China and 
US held three day talks 
last week to clinch a deal 
by March 1, the end of 
deadline set by US Presi-
dent Donald Trump, who 
is demanding that Chi-
na should come up with 
credible initiatives to re-
duce the USD 375 billion 
trade de icit in 2017.

Last year again Chi-
na’s trade surplus with 
the US rose to USD 
323.32 billion in com-
parison with about 
USD 275.81 billion in 
2017, according to the 
GAC figures.

China’s exports to the 
US rose 11.3 per cent last 
year, while American ex-
ports to China increased 
by about 0.7 per cent.

The December data 
overshadowed China’s 
overseas trade register-
ing a historic high of USD 
4.5 trillion last year.

In Chinese currency 
terms the value of the 
trade was 2.7 trillion 
yuan higher than that of 
2017, the GAC said.

“China effectively 
tackled changes of the 
external environment 
last year, and the foreign 

trade maintained stable 
and positive growth, 
reaching a historic high 
in import and export 
volume,” GAC spokes-
man Li Kuiwen told me-
dia on Monday while re-
leasing the data.

Exports rose 7.1 
per cent year on year to 
16.42 trillion yuan last 
year but at the same im-
ports grew 12.9 per cent 
to 14.09 trillion yuan, 
resulting in a trade 
surplus of 2.33 trillion 
yuan, which narrowed 
by 18.3 per cent.

Exports and imports 
of products under the 
general trade category 
surged 12.5 per cent 
year on year to 17.64 
trillion yuan, account-
ing for 57.8 per cent of 
the total foreign trade, 
1.4 percentage points 
higher than 2017.

China’s trade with the 
European Union, the US 
and the ASEAN countries 
increased 7.9 per cent, 
5.7 per cent and 11.2 per 
cent, respectively, with 
their combined trade vol-
ume accounting for 41.2 
per cent of China’s total 
foreign trade.

equipments, MRI, CT and 
Revolution Evo 128 Slice 
CT scanners including 
OPG and DOPPLER med-
ical equipments. 

There is a separate 
annexe ward building 
featuring 4 deluxe, 6 spe-
cial single, 2 La Famme, 
28 single and 36 double 
bedded cabins with fully 
furnished stores, medical 
record room, workshop, 
pantry and other ser-
vices including doctors 
and nurses transit facili-
ties in a single basement, 
ground and 8 storey, 8 
moment magnitude re-
sistant RCC building cov-
ering a built up area of 
6876.33 sq mt.

This hospital is ful-
ly computerized with 
support service featur-

ing water supply, power 
supply, incinerator and 
treatment plants as well 
as a 300-seater auditori-
um with audio-visual in-
struments, a library and 
gymnasium.

There is also a 962 sq 
mt Ayush Block to pro-
vide traditional care in 
ayurveda, yoga and na-
turopathy, unani, siddha 
and homeopathy besides 
amji. 

The hospital also has 
facilities of radio ther-
apy with high end CT 
simulator, LINAC Braclay 
therapy equipment and a 
digital linear accelerator, 
installed and operated, 
under the guidance of the 
Atomic Energy Regulato-
ry Board of India. 

The complex also has 

a 119 beded Yatri Niwas 
with dining and medi-
cal room facilities and a 
Nursing College, which 
was inaugurated by the 
CM on 10 September 
2018.

Phase II of the proj-
ect, costing Rs 451 crore, 
consisting of quarters, 
police outpost, bank, 
post of ice and shopping 
arcade is under construc-
tion and will be complet-
ed very soon.

The State Medical 
College, the foundation 
stone for which was laid 
by the CM on an adjoin-
ing plot of land measur-
ing 8.15 acres, isbeing 
developed at a cost of Rs 
555.29 crore and will be 
established as per the 
MCI norms.

The 1,000-bed...

ANTHYESTHI KRIYA 
Anthyesthi Kriya of Lt. Bal Bdr. Lamichaney who 
left for his heavenly on 11/01/2019 falls on 
22/01/2019. All relatives, friends and well wish-
ers are requested to join us in offering prayer for 
the departed soul at our residence at Gale Tea Gar-
den, Kharka Dhura, Rangli Rangliot, Dist. Darjeel-
ing. We would also like to take this opportunity to 
thank all those who stood by us during the time of 
bereavement.

Pranay Lamichaney (Senior 
Journalist) 8918852813
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Pending Issues
Dif icult Delhi or poor follow-up?

Any time the Chief Minister or other leaders, 
whether from the government or outside of it, 

visit Delhi and call on Ministers and leaders there, 
they submit memorandums which reiterate a sub-
stantial list of “pending issues” with the Centre. 

The list of demands has remained unchanged 
for a while, and this not because Sikkim is unimag-
inative, but because the demands have remained 
pending and hence continue to be petitioned for. 
Delhi has acquiesced to Sikkim’s demands/ re-
quests in too piecemeal a fashion – IT exemption 
for the Sikkimese and ST status for Limboos and 
Tamangs – are the only major demands that have 
been granted in a long while now, and these too 
after too many years of dithering and delaying. 
The list of demands and its follow-up has been 
so static that one does not even need to await an 
of icial communiqué any more before putting out 
a report on what Delhi was reminded about and 
received a patient hearing. That is how routine the 
pending nature of Sikkim’s demands has become!

One understands that the wheels turn slow in 
Delhi, and now that the current dispensation in 
of ice there is trying to reinvent the wheel itself, 
Sikkim will need to learn afresh how to get things 
moving in the Capital. But even as Sikkim and its 
representatives try and ind their way around the 
new Delhi, a question that still needs to be asked 
is why Sikkim needs to keep returning to Delhi 
with “pending issues”. At one level, the reason is 
simple - because Delhi needs to constantly be re-
minded about them since concerns of a State that 
sends only one MP each to the two Houses of Par-
liament are rarely a priority. There is nothing that 
Sikkim can do about that “tyranny” of slim repre-
sentation. But there must be more reasons behind 
Delhi’s easy amnesia on Sikkim’s pending issues, 
for one the possible fact that Sikkim still does not 
have of icers diligent enough to follow up on 
proposals which have even the PMO’s backing. 
Once the politicians raise a demand with Cen-
tral leaders and the same gets forwarded to the 
respective ministries, the bureaucracy comes 
into play and the iles start moving. Files don’t 
however move if there is no one pursuing them, 
and experience bears out that Sikkim of icials 
rarely do so. What is worse, sometimes, they 
don’t even respond to queries from the Centre. 
There have been enough instances even in the 
recent past when recalcitrance has underlined 
follow-up from Sikkim’s departments. 

Sikkim should have igured out by now that 
Delhi lacks the capacity and the time to igure 
out Sikkim’s “issues”. Most of the pending issues, 
however, need to be resolved by Delhi which lobs 
the ball back to Sikkim’s court and expects a neat-
ly packed and formatted solution to be recom-
mended by Sikkim for enforcement by Delhi. In 
complicated matters, the State also needs to pro-
vide the supporting arguments and watertight 
justi ications and a ready-reckoner on Sikkim’s 
special status and the leeway it allows. For more 
routine issues, sometimes it is as simple as placing 
the right proposal on the right table. Since this is 
clearly not happening as luidly and as profession-
ally as is required for new demands to be framed 
(since the old have been granted), what else can 
the elected representatives do but keep trooping 
down to Delhi to raise issues that are still pending 
even after everyone has cleared them in principle?

Sikkim needs a bureaucratic machinery at 
home to troop through the doors that its leaders 
open in Delhi. Till that happens, an annual Delhi 
pilgrimage with a dusted list of pending demands 
will remain and constant feature.

WRITE US: Readers are invited to 
comment on, criticise, run down, even 
appreciate if they like something in this 
paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except 
when against people responsible in this 
newspaper (who are fair game), will have 
to be ignored. Letters which carry forward 
a conversation or initiate a dialogue will 
command immediate attention and receive 
prominence. 
Mail us at: news@summittimes.com

Space subjects that will get the world’s 
attention in 2019 - and beyond

Lapis Lazuli hidden in ancient teeth reveals 
forgotten role of women in medieval arts

ANITA RADINI, CHRISTINA WARIN
NER & MONICA TROMP
theconversation.com

We recently and unexpectedly re-
vealed direct archaeological evi-

dence of involvement of medieval wom-
en in manuscript production, challeng-
ing widespread assumptions that male 
monks were the sole producers of books 
throughout the Middle Ages.

We did so by identifying parti-
cles of blue pigments in the fossilised 
dental plaque of the remains of a me-
dieval woman as lapis lazuli, a stone 
more precious than gold at her time. 
The inds are the irst of their kind 
and strongly suggest it will be pos-
sible to increase the visibility of an-
cient female artists in the historical 
and archaeological record – by ana-
lysing their dirty teeth.

This discovery was made possible 
by applying technological advances 
in the ield of archaeological science 
to an understudied “deposit” on teeth 
known as dental calculus, which is 
mineralised dental plaque (tartar). 
In most societies today, oral hygiene 
practices are part of our daily rou-
tine, meaning that dental plaque is 
regularly removed and doesn’t have 
a chance to build up on our teeth. 
This was not the case in the past. 
Plaque built up and mineralised 
over the course of people’s lives. 
This solid deposit has unique ar-
chaeological potential.

A key characteristic of dental 
plaque is that while it forms it has the 
ability to entrap a wide range of mi-
croscopic and molecular debris that 
comes into contact with a person’s 

mouth. When dental plaque becomes 
“tartar” it can entomb and preserve 
these particles and molecules for 
hundreds or thousands of years – po-
tentially even millions. This provides 
us with a unique glimpse, at the indi-
vidual level, of the diet and living con-
ditions of ancient people.

The majority of scholarly work 
conducted on ancient tartar has been 
centred on reconstructing diet, but, 
besides deliberate ingestion of food, 
the human mouth is subject to a con-
stant in lux of particles of different 
types directly from the environment. 
Tree and grass pollen, spores, cotton 
and bast ibres, medicinal plants, as 
well as diatoms, sponge spicules and 
micro-charcoal have all been report-
ed among the inds from ancient tar-
tar. Despite this promising evidence, 
the value of dental calculus as envi-
ronmental evidence has not, so far, 
been much exploited.

But in our recent study, made 
possible by multidisciplinary inter-
national collaborations, we demon-
strated the potential for human den-
tal calculus to reveal an unprecedent-
ed level of insight into the lives and 
working conditions of our ancestors.
LAPIS LAZULI

We analysed the skeletal remains 
of a female individual (known as 
B78) who lived in the 11th-12th cen-
tury. She was buried on the grounds 
of a former women’s monastery in 
Dalheim, Germany, that is in ruins 
today, but was occupied by various 
Catholic religious orders for around a 
thousand years.

We found well over 100 bright 
blue particles, in the form of small 

crystals and individual lecks, scat-
tered throughout her tartar, which 
was still preserved on her teeth. Her 
skeletal remains had not suggested 
anything particular about her life, 
besides a general indication that she 
probably did not have a physically 
demanding life. In contrast, the blue 
particles were an unprecedented ind 
– not only for their colour, but for the 
sheer number of them. It suggested 
a repeated exposure to an unknown 
blue dust or powder. 

To securely identify the bright 
blue powder trapped in the wom-
an’s tartar, a range of microscopy and 
spectroscopy techniques were used. All 
techniques provided the same identi-
ication: the blue specks were lazur-

ite, the blue portion of the lapis lazuli 
stone. Lapis lazuli was more precious 
than gold in Medieval Europe. Afghan-
istan was the only source of the stone 
at the time, and the preparation of the 
pigment took great skill.
CRAFTSWOMEN

So how did this precious materi-
al end up deposited on this woman’s 
teeth? A variety of reasons were pos-
sible, from painting to accidental in-
gestion during pigment preparation, 
or even the consumption of the pow-
der as a medicine.

But the way in which the blue 
particles were found in tartar – sin-
gle lecks in different areas – pointed 
to a repeated exposure, not a single 
ingestion. And creating a vivid blue 
pigment from lapis lazuli required an 
Arabic method of oil lotation that did 
not appear in European artist manu-
als until after the 15th century. So it’s 
more likely that ultramarine pigment 

was imported into the region as a in-
ished product. 

The most likely explanation, 
then, is that this was an artist who 
repeatedly used her lips to shape 
her brush into a fine point in order 
to paint intricate detail on manu-
scripts, a practice attested in the 
historic record of the time.

This inding suggests that women 
were more involved in the produc-
tion of books throughout the Mid-
dle Ages than tends to be thought. 
This assumption partly derives from 
the limited evidence from surviving 
books: before the 12th century fewer 
than 1% of books can be traced to the 
work of women.

Additionally, artists are largely 
invisible in both the historic and ar-
chaeological records as they rarely 
signed their work before the 15th 
century and there have hitherto been 
no known skeletal markers directly 
associated with producing art.

But now, we have a way of iden-
tifying earlier historical artists. Our 
work strongly points to the possibil-
ity of using microscopic particles en-
tombed in ancient tartar to track the 
artists of ancient times. It also sug-
gests that it may be possible to track 
other “dusty” crafts using this meth-
od and thereby reveal the invisible 
workforce behind many forms of art.

[Anita Radini is Wellcome 
Trust Research Fellow in Medical 

Humanities, University of York; 
Christina Warinner is Research 

Group Leader, Max Planck Institute 
for the Science of Human History; 

Monica Tromp is Af iliate Researcher 
in Anatomy, University of Otago]

KEITH GOTTSCHALK
theconversation.com

The irst few days of 2019 brought remarkable 
news from outer space. On January 1 NASA’s 

New Horizons space probe made the most dis-
tant planetary lyby ever, and captured images of 
a small object 4 billion miles away from earth. The 
following day, China landed its Chang’e 4 rover, 
named Jade Rabbit 2, on the far side of the moon 
– another irst.

This suggests that 2019 will be a 
big year for all things related to space; a 
suggestion borne out by developments 
at the International Astronautical Fed-
eration’s International Astronautical 
Congress which I attended. The event 
is held each year during the irst week 
of October to commemorate the launch 
of Sputnik on 4 October 1957, which 
started the space age.

The 2018 congress was held in Bre-
men, Germany, and attended by the world’s 
space agencies, private space companies, 
engineers, and space light fans. In the past 
decade, a number of interesting trends 
have emerged at this congress.

These include which countries are 
emerging as space powers; what topics 
get people talking; and what concerns 
experts have about humanity’s ongo-
ing attempts to become a “multi-planet 
species” that can live on other planets.

Here are the space subjects that are 
likely to capture the world’s attention 
in the coming years.
WIDER REACH, NEW PLAYERS

First, it’s clear from attendance 
igures at the congress that the space 

industry and countries’ interest in all 
matters inter-planetary is growing. About 2000 
people attended the 2011 congress in Cape Town, 
South Africa; there were more than 6000 delegates 
at the 2018 event.

Second, the proportion of delegates and pre-
senters who are women has increased signi icant-
ly. Women now comprise about one- ifth of all who 
attend, re lecting their breakthrough into the engi-
neering disciplines.

Third, Chinese researchers are prominent in 
their numbers compared to a decade ago. These are 
not only from China’s national space agency. They 
also come from private Chinese space companies 
that are offering to launch satellites. The Chang’e 
launch and landing is an indication, too, that China 
is now among the leading space powers.

Interestingly, the United Arab Emirates’ space 
agency’s 2018 exhibition stand was bigger than that of 
the USA’s NASA. This suggests that oil-rich Middle East-
ern states today show space growth and interest.
HOT TOPICS

There were a number of hot topics up for dis-
cussion at the congress. These included space tour-
ism – panels on the subject were well attended. 

Part of the attraction is probably simply that Elon 
Musk is an expert at grabbing headlines. His com-
pany website includes paintings of a future Martian 
town. But he’s not the only one pushing for humans 
to travel in space; Jeff Bezos’ Blue Origin is also a 
major player.

Musk takes things a step further by suggesting 
that humans will, in the next decades, start living 
on other planets. He advocates that, at 26 month 
intervals, 100 000 people should emigrate to Mars 
and construct pressurised towns on that planet.

His hope is that they will ly to Mars on SpaceX’s 
proposed Big Falcon Rocket. Building a leet of such 
rockets will certainly provide plenty of business 
for his company. It won’t be cheap transport: Musk 
plans to offer tickets at around US$200 000 each.

Another perennial topic, astrobiology – inding 
life on another planet – was also on the agenda. 
This idea comes with many potential pitfalls. Con-
tamination is among them.

All space agencies adhere to the international 
protocols against “forward contamination”. That 
is, inadvertently spreading earth germs to anoth-
er planet or moon. This would prevent subsequent 
explorers from knowing if the presence of earth 
bacteria was due to contamination, or if earth’s 
bacteria are naturally spread through the solar sys-
tem as suggested by a theory called panspermia.

The reverse problem is “backward contami-
nation”: inadvertently returning to earth carrying 
some extra-terrestrial microbes. We would have 
no natural antibodies or resistance to defend our-
selves from even fatal illnesses. The fate of entire 
Khoikhoi clans who were wiped out by smallpox 
infections, to which they had no natural resis-

tance, is merely one historical example warning 
us, out of many.

Astrobiology discussions threw up another top-
ic that’s engaged intellectuals and science iction 
writers for over a century: inding intelligent life 
on another planet or moon.

The International Institute of Space Law and 
the International Academy for Astronautics 
have already proposed a set of protocols to 
guide our responses after the detection of ex-
tra-terrestrial intelligent life but, so far, no 

state has passed those into law.
SPACE JUNK AND ASTEROIDS

“Planetary protection” was also a big issue. 
That is, how can we protect the Earth from another 
hit by an asteroid such as the one which led to the 
extinction of the dinosaurs? Proposed solutions 
range from knocking an earth-bound asteroid off-
course by a nuclear explosion, to nudging it away 
by utilising long-term thrust forces.

And there is growing concern over space de-
bris: the thousands of fragments of spacecraft, 
rockets, and defunct satellites orbiting around us. 
Due to their high speeds – up to eight kilometres 
per second – a piece of debris the size of a bullet 
would have more than the impact of a grenade.

This has led to calls for space traf ic manage-
ment, modelled on current air traf ic management. 
Already the International Space station, and some 
other satellites, carry the propellants needed to 
enable them to take evasive manoeuvres whenever 
needed to avoid head-on collisions with some oth-
er orbiting object.

[the writer is Political Scientist, 
University of the Western Cape]
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Subdued Bihu festivities in Assam 
amid stir against Citizenship Bill

G , J  14 (PTI): 
Protests over the Citizen-
ship (Amendment) Bill 
have cast a shadow on 
the three-day Assamese 
Magh or Bhogali Bihu 
festivities that began on 
Monday with agitators 
from several indigenous 
organisations urging 
people to keep the cele-
brations subdued.

Magh Bihu marks the 
end of the harvesting 
season in the month 
of Maagha. The three-
day festival is cele-
brated with lavish 
feasts and bon ires.

The members of the 
Krishak Mukti Sangram 

Samiti (KMSS), which 
is spearheading the ag-
itation along with 100 
other organisations, are 
observing a 24-hour 
hunger strike to register 
their dissent.

KMSS chief Akhil 
Gogoi said the protesters 
had decided to skip the 
celebrations this year.

He added that he 
would give the com-
munity feast, “Uruka”, a 
miss and go without food 
throughout the day.

Forum Against Citi-
zenship Act Amendment 
Bill (FACAAB) president 
Hiren Gohain, along 
with its convenor Man-

jit Mahanta, request-
ed the public to burn 
copies of the Citizen-
ship Amendment Act, 
1955 and Citizenship 
(Amendment) Bill, 
2016 in the ire of the 
traditional “meji” (struc-
tures made of hay).

“We have to protect 
our traditions, but at the 
same time, we have to 
continue with our pro-
tests against the anti- 
constitutional bill,” they 
said in a statement.

The ruling Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) was 
trying all means to get 
the bill passed in the Ra-
jya Sabha and therefore, 

“we must not forget that 
all our traditions and cul-
ture will be wiped out, if 
the bill is passed”, the FA-
CAAB statement said.

“We humbly appeal 
to people to not indulge 
in loud celebrations, but 
observe the festivities 
keeping in mind our in-
digenous traditions and 
culture,” it added.

People were, howev-
er, seen locking market-
places in large numbers 
for last-minute shopping 
before the feasts.

“We cannot let the bill 
blot out our indigenous 
traditions. We will cele-
brate, but our opposition 

to the bill will continue,” 
entrepreneur Nayanjyoti 
Sarmah, who had come 
to buy ish at the Kachari 
ghat on the banks of the 
Brahmaputra, said.

The Citizenship 
(Amendment) Bill seeks 
to grant nationality to 
non-Muslims who fled 
religious persecution 
in three neighbouring 
countries and entered 
India before December 
31, 2014.

The legislation, which 
was passed by the Lok 
Sabha last week, is likely 
to be tabled in the Rajya 
Sabha during the budget 
session of Parliament.

Chambal International Film Festival concludes
K , J  14 (PTI): The 
second edition of Cham-
bal International Film 
Festival, which aims at 
giving a platform to the 
up and coming ilmmak-
ers, concluded success-
fully on Sunday with the 
screening of 243 ilms.

Around 75 ilmmak-
ers, directors and ar-
tistes from across the 
globe reached the city to 
present their ilms at the 
two-day-long event.

Four hundred and 
ninety two entries from 
35 countries including 
the US, UK, Canada, Swit-
zerland, Greece, Germa-
ny, France, Japan, China, 
Belgium, Denmark, Rus-
sia, Australia, Austria, 

South Korea and Croatia 
were received for the 
ilm extravaganza, said 

the festival director Kapil 
Siddharth.

The festival also hon-
oured the participating 
ilms with awards in 45 

categories. The audience 

got a chance to watch 
some wonderful feature 
ilms, short ilms, docu-

mentary ilms, animation 
ilms and music videos 

of various international 
ilm makers, Siddharth 

added. The festival, or-
ganised by Anugoonj Me-

dia Pvt Ltd, also screened 
National Award-winning 
ilm “Court”.

The festival screened 
ilms in different languag-

es such as Hindi, English, 
Marathi, Kannada, Ben-
gali, Malayalam, Telugu, 
Assamese, Tamil, Russian, 

French, Mandarin, Japa-
nese, Swedish, Polish, Ar-
abic, German, Portuguese, 
Persian, Haiti etc.

International ilm 
makers Uwe Schwarz-
walder (Switzerland), 
Mercia Thompson (Aus-
tralia), Brendan McKiny 
(Canada), Anwar Hussain 
Pinto (Bangladesh), Joy 
Mastino (Croatia) also 
attended the festival.

Lyricist Sayeed 
Quadri was the special 
guest at the event and 
enthralled the audience 
with his poetry recita-
tion. Siddharth added 
that a part of the pro-
ceeds from the festival’s 
ticket sales were donated 
for charity.

Amid concerns over region’s identity, 
Rajnath to call meeting of N-E CMs

Citizenship Bill stir: Black 
lags greet Sonowal in Majuli

Language, nuance & play of words can 
be used to draw in the reader: Bond

Nagaland woman who couldn’t 
open mouth due to deformity 

undergoes surgery in city hospital

N  D , J  14 (PTI): 
Amid raging protests in 
Assam and some other 
north-eastern states over 
the Citizenship Bill, the 
Centre said on Monday 
Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh will soon call a meet-
ing of the North-East chief 
ministers to discuss safe-
guards required to protect 
the region’s cultural and lin-
guistic identity. Large-scale 
protests have been wit-
nessed in Assam and some 
other parts of the North 
East seeking withdrawal of 
the controversial bill, which 
seeks to grant nationality 
to non-muslims who led 
religious persecution from 
three neighbouring coun-
tries and entered India be-
fore December 31, 2014.

The bill which was 
passed by Lok Sabha last 
week is likely to be ta-
bled in the Rajya Sabha 
in the budget session.

Several protesting 
leaders, including those 
from Assam’s regional 
parties, have said the 
state’s indigenous people 
will lose their linguis-
tic and cultural identity 
if the Citizenship Bill is 
passed. Protestors have 
also said that the pro-
posed legislation goes 
against the 1985 Assam 
Accord, which says that 
anyone having entered 
the state after a cut-off 
date of March 24, 1971 
should be treated as 
an illegal migrant and 
should be deported.

Singh’s proposed 
meeting with the chief 
ministers assumes sig-
ni icance as there have 
been concerns expressed 
by various stakeholders 
over non-functioning of a 
Centre-nominated com-
mittee to assess the im-
plementation of Clause 6 
of the Assam Accord and 
other matters related to 
the north eastern states.

Clause 6 of the Assam 
Accord states “constitu-
tional, legislative and ad-

ministrative safeguards, 
as may be appropriate, 
shall be provided to pro-
tect, preserve and pro-
mote the cultural, social, 
linguistic identity and her-
itage of the Assamese peo-
ple”. “Union Home Minis-
ter will soon be calling a 
meeting of chief ministers 
of the concerned states. 
They will further discuss 
about the safeguards that 
need to be provided for 
protecting the interests 
of these states and pro-
tecting their cultural and 
linguistic identity,” the 
Home Ministry said in its 
statement.

It said a delegation 
from Assam led by Chief 
Minister Sarbananda 
Sonowal met Rajnath 
Singh in New Delhi this 
weekend. The delegation 
included Himanta Biswa 
Sarma, senior minister in 
Assam government, and 
some other BJP leaders 
of the state.

“They discussed 
issues related to safe-
guards for preserving the 
cultural and linguistic 
identity and heritage of 
Assam and implemen-
tation of Clause-6 of the 
Assam Accord and issues 
related to grant of tribal 
status to six communi-
ties,” the Home Ministry 
said. Several representa-
tives of the Bodo groups 
including the Bodoland 
Territorial Council chief 
Hagrama Muhilary, 
Chandan Brahma, Minis-
ter from BPF in the state 
government and Biswa-
jit Daimary, MP also met 

the Union Home Min-
ister over the weekend 
and discussed various 
outstanding demands of 
Bodo community.

Manipur Chief Min-
ister N Biren Singh had 
also called on Singh 
along with Manipur BJP 
President and Rajya 
Sabha MP, K Bhabanan-
da Singh on Saturday. 
“They discussed issues 
related to protection of 
the rights and interests 
of the indigenous peo-
ple of Manipur. Rajnath 
Singh assured them that 
the interests of all north 
eastern states including 
Manipur and their cul-
ture and heritage will 
be fully protected,” the 
Home Ministry said.

Meanwhile, highly 
placed of icials said the 
government is assessing 
the situation arising our 
of the non-working of 
the Committee on Assam 
Accord, as more than half 
of its members have de-
clined to be part of it.

The Home Ministry 
had on January 6 noti ied 
a nine-member high lev-
el committee under the 
chairmanship of former 
tourism secretary M P 
Bezbaruah.

Four members of 
the panel -- eminent lit-
terateurs Nagen Saikia 
and Rong Bong Terang 
along with educationist 
Mukunda Rajbongshi 
and the nominee of the 
in luential All Assam 
Students Union -- have 
already decided not to be 
a part of the committee.

B , J  14 
(PTI): Master story tell-
er Ruskin Bond has said 
that language, nuance 
and play of words can be 
used to draw in the read-
er. Bond, known for his 
literary collections like 
‘The Room on the Roof’ 
and ‘Mr Olivers Diary’, 
speaking about the skills 
needed for journalistic 
writing stressed on the 
use of language, nuance 
and play of words.

He said these three 
things are needed to 
draw in the reader.

The eminent writer 
was speaking at the con-
cluding day of the Tata 
Steel Bhubaneswar Liter-
ary Meet here on Sunday.

The three-day an-
nual festival was packed 
with a series of engaging 
sessions touching upon 
a host of topics ranging 
from literature to theatre, 
dance, music, journalism 
and performing arts. Skills 
required for journalistic 
writing and art of pre-
senting news was among 
myriad topics discussed 
threadbare at the meet.

Acclaimed writer 
Aatish Taseer spoke at 
length about how he has 
travelled across the Eternal 
City of Varanasi to under-
stand Sanskrit at its root.

Celebrated ornithol-
ogist Bikram Grewal 
moderated a session and 
spoke about the impor-

tance of conservation 
and the need to protect 
the indigenous avian fau-
na of the region.

To promote Odia 
literature and culture, 
three sessions with em-
inent personalities from 
diverse artistic ields 
delved into history and 
identity of the language.

Arun Misra, vice pres-
ident, Raw Materials, 
Tata Steel, said: “One of 
the drivers of Tata Steel’s 
sustained growth is its 
continued engagement 
with society. These Lit-
erary Meets, which have 
grown in both scale and 
scope over the years, 
have become a key as-
pect of this commitment.

G , J  14 (PTI): 
Black lags were waved 
at Assam Chief Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal 
in Majuli on Monday as 
protests against Citizen-
ship (Amendment) Bill 
continued unabated in 
the state.

The CM arrived at 
the river island by a heli-
copter in the morning to 
participate in an of icial 
function.

As soon as he landed, 
the agitators shouted slo-
gans against him and the 
Union government, de-
manding the withdrawal 
of the controversial bill, 
which seeks to grant 
nationality to non-mus-
lims who led religious 
persecution from three 
neighbouring countries 
and entered India before 
December 31, 2014.

The legislation which 
was passed by Lok Sabha 
last week is likely to be 
tabled in the Rajya Sabha 
in the budget session.

Several protesters 
were taken into custody, 
while others were dis-
persed by the police.

On Sunday too, 
Sonowal was shown 
black lags by protest-
ers of Asom Jatiyatabadi 
Yuva Chhatra Parishad 
(AJYCP) and Krishak 
Mukti Sangram Samiti 
(KMSS) outside Kaziran-
ga University, where he 
had gone to attend the 
convocation ceremony.

The AJYCP members 
also tonsured their heads 
at Jamugurihat in Sonit-
pur district to register 
their protest.

Meanwhile, the Asom 
Gana Parishad (AGP), 

which pulled out of the 
ruling Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) government 
in the state, announced 
that it will launch a fresh 
agitation against the bill 
by taking out a protest 
rally on January 18 and 
observing a sit-in with 14 
MLAs on January 24.

In Sibsagar district, 
journalists held a dharna 
against the bill at Nazira 
town which was joined 
by leader of the opposi-
tion in the state assem-
bly Debabrata Saikia and 
several other prominent 
members of the society.

Students also orga-
nized a separate rally 
against the legislation 
in Sibsagar.

In Baksa district’s 
Barama town, non-Bodo 
organisations blocked 
National Highway 31, 
seeking immediate re-
vocation of the bill and 
‘Scheduled Tribe’ status.

Meanwhile, the 
Srimanta Sankarde-
va Sangha, the largest 
Vaishnava organisation 
of the state, are divided 
over the participation 
of Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi at its annu-
al session in Morigaon 
from February 6 to 9.

The chairman of the 
organisation has opined 
that the PM should not 
be invited under such 
circumstances, while its 
general secretary sought 
otherwise.

Modi, who attended 
the Sangha’s session at 
Dergaon last year, has 
been invited this year 
too, but the Prime Minis-
ter’s Of ice is yet to con-
irm his participation.

N  D , J  14 
(PTI): A 30-year-old 
woman from Nagaland, 
who suffered from a fa-
cial deformity since birth 
for which she could not 
open her mouth proper-
ly, underwent a 12-hour-
long correction surgery 
at a city hospital recently.

Awan Konyak faced 
dif iculty in opening her 
mouth since birth. She 
could not chew food and 
could not take care of her 
teeth as her mouth did 
not open. This disorder 
is medically termed ‘An-
kylosis of TM (Temporo-
mandibular) Joints’.

She approached doc-
tors at BLK Hospital here. 
She had undergone sev-
eral surgeries at various 
hospitals but was still un-
able to open her mouth.

“We evaluated the 

complexity and criticality 
of the case. After investi-
gation, it was found that 
the patient was suffering 
from a combined prob-
lem of facial deformity 
and severe obstructive 
sleep apnea.

We decided to recti-
fy the problem with Joint 
replacement and orthog-
nathic surgical procedures,” 
Dr Anil Murarka, a senior 
consultant at BLK Centre 
for Plastic and Cosmetic 
Surgery said. She was i-
nally planned for Bilateral 
TM Joint replacement and 
orthognathic surgery (jaw 
correction surgery).

These two advanced 
procedures are generally 
performed as two differ-
ent stages. But the doc-
tors decided to under-
take these procedures 
simultaneously.

“The procedure was 
planned manually (using 
cephalometric analysis) 
and through virtual means 
to quantify the degree of 
correction needed in both 
jaws. Her dental mod-
els were prepared and a 
mock surgery was done 
on models to prepare the 
guide for the surgery,” Dr 
Murarka said. She was 
operated for bilateral TM 
Joint replacement and 
orthognathic surgeries 
(upper jaw osteotomy and 
chin advancement surgery 
with bone grafting) on 
November 25.

The surgery took over 
12 hours, doctors said.

The patient recov-
ered very well and was 
discharged from the hos-
pital after three days. She 
can now open her mouth 
and eat with ease.
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Dhoni’s poor form a worry as 
India look to restore parity

CHETAN NARULA
A , J  14 (PTI): 
Mahendra Singh Dhoni’s 
inability to set the pace 
during middle overs will 
remain a major cause 
of concern when India 
take on Australia in a 
do-or-die second ODI 
on Tuesday in their bid 
to keep the three-match 
series alive.

Hardik Pandya’s sud-
den suspension on disci-
plinary grounds has bad-
ly affected the balance of 
the batting order, which 
was apparent during 
team’s 34-run defeat in 
the opening match de-
spite vice-captain Rohit 
Sharma’s 22nd hundred 
in 50-over format.

Dhoni’s 51 off 96 
balls and failing to rotate 
the strike has brought to 
focus the rejigging that 
skipper Virat Kohli and 
coach Ravi Shastri will 
have to fret upon.

With Dhoni being 
slotted at No 5 even 
though vice-captain Ro-
hit wants the veteran 
to bat a notch higher 
but cues from India’s 
training session made 
it clear that the team is 
unlikely to tinker with 
the batting order.

India’s batting order 
did come under the spot-
light at the Sydney Crick-
et Ground. The top three 
(Rohit, Shikhar Dhawan 
and Kohli) have enjoyed 
a fairly consistent run 
since 2016.

But it was a rare oc-
casion when Dhoni had 
to come out in the fourth 
over of the innings.

Dhoni averages 
52.95 while batting at 
number four, which is 
higher than his current 
career-average of 50.11 
over 333 games.

It is even higher than 
his favoured batting po-
sitions of number ive 
(50.70) and six (46.33) 
but batting lower down 
the order, strike-rate be-
comes paramount.

Yet, Dhoni’s career 
strike-rate at number 
four is 94.21 is higher 

than his overall career 
strike-rate of 87.60, or at 
number ive (86.08) and 
number six (83.23).

When India last 
played ODIs in Australia 
in January 2016, Dhoni 
batted at number four 
in two matches but only 
scored 18 runs.

In fact, since that se-
ries, Dhoni has batted 
at number four in only 
eight ODIs, with the last 
instance in the 2018 
Asia Cup.

He averages 24.75 
in this interim, with 
a strike-rate of 77.34 
and a highest of 80 
against New Zealand in 
October 2016.

This presents a quan-
dary, which the Indian 
team management might 
not be in a mood to sort 
out at present.

Rayudu did well 
enough in the Asia Cup 
and in the home series 
against West Indies, and 
both batsmen merit a 
longer run in their re-
spective positions to help 
settle this batting line-up 
in the run-up to the En-
glish summer.

No pre-match short-
list has been announced 
for this second ODI, and 
all-rounder Vijay Shan-
kar only arrived late 
Monday afternoon in Ad-
elaide, thus might not be 
available for selection.

In Hardik’s continued 

absence, any forthcom-
ing changes will be to 
ind a better balance be-

tween bat and ball.
While India coped in 

the Asia Cup and against 
West Indies when he 
was out injured, play-
ing three spinners in 
sub-continental condi-
tions helped. In over-
seas conditions, Pan-
dya’s absence restricts 
the team’s capability 
with both bat and ball.

Despite his suspect 
action, Rayudu is free to 
continue bowling in in-
ternational cricket, but 
it remains to be seen if 
the team management 
would want him to.

Kedar Jadhav pro-
vides an alternative op-
tion in that light, and 
he could come into the 
playing eleven at Dinesh 
Karthik’s expense.

There is every 
chance that the same 
bowling composition as 
in the irst ODI will be 
retained, despite Khaleel 
Ahmed being off-colour. 
He batted in the nets 
along side Yuzvendra 
Chahal on Monday.

Out of the three fast 
bowlers, Mohammed 
Shami was most im-
pressive in the first 
match and given the 
delicate situation of 
this series, he will cer-
tainly not be left out.

The team manage-

ment also banks on 
Ravindra Jadeja’s all-
round skills, and as such 
Chahal’s chances of an 
immediate return to the 
side looks doubtful.

Mohammed Siraj 
had a long bowling stint 
though, under the watch-
ful eyes of coach Ravi 
Shastri, and he could 
be in contention for 
Ahmed’s place.

However, onus will be 
on the top three bats-
men to come good once 
again and deflect any 
undue pressure on the 
middle order for a sec-
ond game running.

Kohli averages 
73.44 at the Adelaide 
Oval across all formats, 
while in ODIs alone, he 
still averages an im-
pressive 46.66.

While he would de i-
nitely strive to score runs 
again at his favourite 
venue, Dhawan’s form 
will be in limelight.

Along with Dhoni and 
Rayudu, he is the third 
batsman in the top six 
who didn’t play any do-
mestic cricket while the 
Border-Gavaskar Trophy 
was being contested.

While Dhoni is re-
tired from Test cricket, 
and Rayudu announced 
his First-Class retire-
ment before the Ranji 
season began, Dhawan 
had no such excuse and 
spent his time holidaying 

in Melbourne instead of 
playing in the 2018-19 
Ranji season.

While he was in good 
form before this chosen 
break, it remains to be 
seen if his irst-ball duck 
in Sydney was more than 
a slight blip.

Australia didn’t an-
nounce their playing 
eleven for the second 
ODI either, but it is ex-
pected that they will ield 
the same team as in the 
irst match.

Their biggest con-
cern at the moment is 
if Glenn Maxwell is bat-
ting at his best position 
at number seven.

Teams:
India: Virat Kohli (c), 

Rohit Sharma, Shikhar 
Dhawan, Ambati Rayudu, 
Dinesh Karthik, Kedar 
Jadhav, MS Dhoni (wk), 
Kuldeep Yadav, Yuzven-
dra Chahal, Ravindra 
Jadeja, Bhuvneshwar Ku-
mar, Khaleel Ahmed, Mo-
hammed Shami, Moham-
med Siraj, Vijay Shankar.

Australia: Aron Finch 
(c), Jason Behrendorff, 
Alex Carey (wk), Peter 
Handscomb, Usman Kha-
waja, Nathan Lyon, Mitch 
Marsh, Shaun Marsh, 
Glenn Maxwell, Jhye 
Richardson, Peter Siddle, 
Billy Stanlake, Marcus 
Stoinis, Ashton Turner, 
Adam Zampa.
Match starts at: 7.50am 
IST.

In Bumrah’s absence, 
Bhuvi gets down to 
perfecting yorkers

A , J  14 (PTI): 
Jasprit Bumrah is India’s 
resident yorker special-
ist but in his absence, 
the team management 
has entrusted the task of 
iring in the toe-crushers 

on his new-ball partner 
Bhuvneshwar Kumar.

Bhuvneshwar was 
seen bowling in the nets 
keeping a shoe at the 
base of the stumps in or-
der to perfect his yorker 
ahead of the second ODI 
against Australia here 
Tuesday.

The UP seamer, who 
rarely bowls yorkers 
like Bumrah, is trying to 
add the delivery in his 
repertoire in order to 
avoid getting hit in the 
slog overs.

“The skills (required 
to bowl yorkers) are also 
different. I was practising 
bowling yorkers at the 
shoes, and I was prac-
tising for the end (slog) 
overs to take wickets or 
block some runs,” Bhu-
vneshwar told mediaper-
sons here.

“This (keeping 
shoes on the pitch) is 
something that I have 
been doing for some 
time,” he added.

The seamer said that 
he wasn’t practising 
yorkers as he wasn’t 
playing Test matches 
and also because the 
delivery is rarely used in 
longest format.

“I didn’t practice that 
for almost a month now 
because in Tests, we 
hardly needed that. And 
I didn’t play a match. Go-
ing into an ODI or T20I 
series, you need that 
(yorker) thing. So I was 
practising that,” he said.

The yorker becomes 
all the more necessary 
in the death as block-
hole deliveries or slow-
er ones work with old 
balls (two new balls be-
ing used in ODIs).

“The skills needed 
are totally different (with 
new and old balls). You 
are trying to swing the 
new-ball and take wick-
ets. With the old ball, you 
are looking to bowl york-
ers or slower balls. But 
they are both dif icult.

“When you are bowl-
ing with a new-ball, there 
are only two ielders out-
side the circle. With the 
old-ball, batsmen don’t 
care how many guys are 
outside the circle.”

Nadal lies into Open round two as Kerber issues warning
M , J  14 (AFP): A 
ruthless Rafael Nadal showed 
no mercy in a clinical irst round 
thumping at the Australian Open 
Monday with fellow former 
champions Angelique Kerber 
and Maria Sharapova also romp-
ing through. The 17-time Grand 
Slam winner, who cut short his 
2018 season to have surgery on 
a foot injury, cruised into round 
two of the year’s opening major 
6-4, 6-3, 7-5 against Australian 
wildcard James Duckworth.

“Not easy to come back af-
ter a lot of months, especially 
against a player playing super 
aggressive on every point,” said 
the 2009 Australian champion, 
who showed no sign of any inju-
ry worries. “The energy I feel in 
this place is fantastic,” he added.

The Spanish second seed is 
bidding to become the irst man 
in the Open era, and only third in 
history along with Roy Emerson 
and Rod Laver, to win each Grand 
Slam on two or more occasions.

Fifth seed Kevin Anderson 
also progressed against Adri-
an Mannarino, with last year’s 
Wimbledon inalist a 6-3, 5-7, 
6-2, 6-1 winner. NextGen Finals 
champion Stefanos Tsitsipas 
also went through in four sets.

Women’s second seed An-
gelique Kerber swept past Slo-
venia’s Polona Hercog 6-2, 6-2, 
with the Wimbledon champion 
producing a clinical display to 
launch her campaign at a tour-
nament she won in 2016. “We 

now have 2019 and I try to con-
tinue to play how I did last year,” 
said the three-time Grand Slam 
winner. Sharapova, a winner at 
Melbourne Park in 2008, sig-
nalled her intent with a rare 6-0, 
6-0 double bagel demolition of 
Britain’s Harriet Dart, who end-
ed the match in tears.

Playing in her 15th Austra-
lian Open, the three-time inal-
ist said she was pleased to go 
through so easily as she bat-
tles back from injuries. “It was 
a good test for my leg, for my 
shoulder,” she said.

“I’m still working through 
some painful days. But, you 
know, I felt like I did all the right 
things today in order to get 

through that match.” Fifth seeded 
Sloane Stephens, the 2017 US Open 
champion who struggled in her 
warm-up tournaments in Brisbane 
and Sydney, got back to business 
with an easy two-set win against 
fellow American Taylor Townsend. 
Eleventh seed Aryna Sabalenka, 
widely tipped as a potential future 
champion, also safely negotiated 
round one on a hot day. But Germa-
ny’s 14th seed Julia Goerges, who 
won the recent Auckland Classic, 
crashed out, as did former French 
Open champion Jelena Ostapenko.

Britain’s Katie Boulter, mean-
while, created a slice of history 
by becoming the irst woman to 
win in a third set tiebreak -- a 
new rule introduced to the Open 

this year. Instead of playing to the 
death, third or ifth sets now go to 
a tie-break when the score reaches 
6-6 and it becomes the irst to 10.

It seemed Boulter wasn’t told, 
ist-pumping and walking to the 

net at 7/4 before being remind-
ed of the new rule. She went on 
to beat Russia’s Ekaterina Ma-
karova 6-0, 4-6, 7-6 (10/6).

Roger Federer and Caroline 
Wozniacki open their title de-
fences later in the day, while Andy 
Murray takes to the court for 
what could be his farewell match 
in Melbourne and potentially his 
last ever. Swiss maestro Federer, 
seeded three, has won the last 
two Australian Opens and is gun-
ning for a record seventh crown 
and 21st Grand Slam title.

He starts off against Denis 
Istomin on Rod Laver Arena.

Former world number one 
Murray tearfully revealed last week 
that severe pain from a hip injury 
was proving too much to bear and 
he planned to retire this year. He 
would like to inish at Wimbledon, 
but admitted the Australian Open 
could be his last tournament.

Spain’s 22nd seed Roberto 
Bautista Agut is the man who 
could draw the curtain on Mur-
ray’s time Down Under, where 
he has been a ive-time inalist.

Denmark’s Wozniacki broke 
through for her irst Slam title 
here last year, beating Simona 
Halep in the inal, and gets her 
tournament under way against 
Belgium’s Alison van Uytvanck.

Pandya, Rahul tender 
unconditional apology; BCCI 

members demand SGM

Shakil Ahmed 
sets world 
record in 
Indoor rowing
K , J  14 (PTI): 
Asian Cup gold medallist 
Shakil Amed has added 
one more feather to his 
cap when he set up a 
world record in indoor 
rowing by completing 
1,00,000 (one lakh) me-
tres in above-40 years 
category here Sunday.

A FISA level one 
coach, Shakil began his 
record-setting indoor 
rowing feat in Salt Lake 
stadium complex at 8 am 
on Sunday morning and 
achieved the milestone 
of covering 1,00,000 
metres of simulated dis-
tance in 10 hours.

Secretary of West 
Bengal Rowing Associ-
ation (WBRA) Souvik 
Ghosh and committee 
member Aniruddha 
Mukherjee said they 
would now certify the feat 
to the authorities of Limca 
Book of Records for en-
tering the achievement in 
their record book.

Shakeel also has the 
record of completing 
50,000 metres of sim-
ulated rowing in four 
hours and 13 minutes 
which is already in the 
Limca Record Book.

Rowing Federation of 
India General Secretary 
Girish Phadnis congratu-
lated Shakil for the unique 
feat and said, “It is indeed 
a big achievement”.

Srikanth, Saina 
begin new season 
at Malaysia 
Masters
K  L , J  14 
(PTI): Top Indian shuttlers 
Kidambi Srikanth and Saina 
Nehwal will begin the sea-
son with renewed verve at 
the Malaysian Open World 
Tour Super 500 tourna-
ment which gets under-
way with the quali iers 
here Tuesday.

World No 8 Srikanth 
endured a below-par 
season where he topped 
the BWF ranking for a 
brief period and also 
claimed the Common-
wealth Games silver but 
failed to win a single title, 
following an unprece-
dented high of 2017.

Though he couldn’t 
produce the goods in the 
international circuit, Sri-
kanth managed to keep a 
clean slate in the just-con-
cluded Premier Badmin-
ton League (PBL) where 
he anchored his team to a 
title win on Sunday.

The 25-year-old from 
Guntur will hope to contin-
ue his unbeaten run when 
he takes on Hong Kong’s 
Ng Ka Long Angus in his 
season-opener on Wednes-
day. Saina, on the other 
hand, has been one of the 
top achievers in 2018, 
claiming a second gold in 
the CWG and securing a 
bronze at the Asian Games 
and Asian Championship.

She also reached the 
inals at Indonesia Mas-

ters, Denmark Open and 
Syed Modi International.

The 28-year-old from 
Hyderabad, who recently 
married fellow shuttler P 
Kashyap, will also face a 
Hong Kong player in Deng 
Joy Xuan in her women’s 
singles irst round.

B Sai Praneeth, mean-
while, has decided to give 
the tournament a miss 
after featuring in the PBL 
for Bengaluru Raptors.

C o m m o n w e a l t h 
Games silver medallists 
Satwiksairaj Rankired-
dy and Chirag Shetty will 
look for a positive start too 
when they face China’s Ou 
Xuanyi and Ren Xiangyu. 

KUSHAN SARKAR
N  D , J  14 
(PTI): Suspended crick-
eters Hardik Pandya and 
KL Rahul Monday ten-
dered “unconditional” 
apologies for their sex-
ist comments during a 
TV chat show amid CoA 
chief Vinod Rai saying 
that the BCCI should cor-
rect the two players, not 
end their careers.

However, despite the 
apologies tendered by 
the duo, 10 BCCI units 
demanded a Special 
General Meeting to ap-
point an ombudsman for 
carrying out an inquiry. 
Rai’s fellow Committee 
of Administrators (CoA) 
member Diana Edulji 
wants an inquiry done 
by CoA and the BCCI of-
ice-bearers.

“Yes, Hardik and Ra-
hul have submitted their 
reply to the fresh show-
cause notices that were 
served to them. They 
have tendered uncondi-
tional apology. The CoA 
chief has instructed the 
CEO to conduct an in-
quiry as per clause 41 
(c) of the new BCCI con-
stitution,” a senior BCCI 
of icial told PTI on condi-
tions of anonymity.

Edulji fears a “cover 
up” in the controver-
sy, triggered by Pandya 
and Rahul’s much-con-
demned statements on 
‘Koffee with Karan’ in 
which they spoke about 
hookups with multiple 
women and being casual 
about it even with their 
parents. The comments 
have been described as 
“inappropriate” by India 
skipper Virat Kohli.

Brought back mid-
way from the tour of 
Australia, Pandya and 
Rahul’s immediate fate 
hangs in balance with 
the World Cup less than 
four months away. Rai, 
in an e-mail to Edulji, 
said that the “BCCI is not 
in the business of ending 
young careers”.

“Please be assured 
that the desire to con-
duct the inquiry is not 
a desire to ‘cover up’. 
The interest of cricket in 

India has to be kept in 
mind. The off the ground 
act of the players was de-
plorable. It was crass as 
I said immediately after 
reading the comments,” 
Rai wrote.

“It is our responsibil-
ity to reprimand them, 
take corrective action, 
sensitise them of their 
misdemeanour and then 
get them back on to the 
ground once they have 
suffered the consequenc-
es,” he said.

The former CAG stat-
ed in his mail that play-
ers have been “shamed” 
after being recalled 
from an international 
tour, the ongoing ODI 
series against Australia, 
and principles of natu-
ral justice demands that 
they be heard.

“We have shamed 
them by recalling them 
from an ongoing tour. We 
have suspended them 
from further games. We 
need to correct them and 
not bring their career to 
a cul de sac by inde inite-
ly delaying a decision. 
These misdemeanours 
require swift action, with 
a corrective approach,” 
he added.

The road to redemp-
tion for the duo could 
prove to be a tricky. Rai 
has instructed BCCI CEO 
Rahul Johri to carry out 
a preliminary inqui-
ry but Board members 
along with Edulji want 
otherwise.

Rai justi ied Johri in-
titiating the probe, citing 
the BCCI constitution. 
Edulji feels Johri, because 
of past allegations of sex-
ual harassment against 
him, should not be en-
trusted with the task.

“The CEO must ful-
il his duty as per Rule 

41(C) and conduct the 
inquiry after receiving 
the explanation of the 
players. He must ensure 
that the norms of natu-
ral justice are ful illed,” 
Raid said. The e-mail also 
states that a request has 
been made to Supreme 
Court to appoint an Om-
budsman for the case, on 
advice of the legal team. 
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A , J  14 (AFP): 
Turkey on Monday 
vowed to continue ight-
ing a US-backed Kurdish 
militia which it views as 
a terrorist group after 
Donald Trump warned 
of economic devastation 
if Ankara attacks Kurd-
ish forces as American 
troops withdraw.

Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s 
spokesman Ibrahim 
Kalin said on Twitter 
that there was “no dif-
ference” between the 
Islamic State extremist 
group and the Kurd-
ish People’s Protection 
Units (YPG) militia.

“We will continue to 
ight against them all.” 

Turkey’s response came 
after Trump on Sun-
day warned on Twitter: 
“Will devastate Turkey 
economically if they hit 
Kurds.” “Mr @realDon-
aldTrump Terrorists 
can’t be your partners & 
allies. Turkey expects the 
US to honor our strategic 
partnership and doesn’t 
want it to be shadowed 
by terrorist propaganda,” 
Kalin said in a tweet to 
the US president.

Turkey views the YPG 
as a “terrorist offshoot” 

of the outlawed Kurd-
istan Workers’ Party 
(PKK), which has been 
waging an insurgency 
against the Turkish state 
since 1984.

The PKK is blacklist-
ed as a terrorist organ-
isation by Ankara, the 
United States and the Eu-
ropean Union.

But Washington has 
been working closely in 
recent years with the 
YPG, providing military 

support and training, 
in the fight against IS 
in Syria.

Kalin said that it was 
“a fatal mistake to equate 
Syrian Kurds with the 
PKK”, saying that Turkey 
fought against terrorists 
not Syrian Kurds.

American support 
to the YPG has been one 
of the main sources of 
tension between Turkey 
and the US, but there 
appeared to be some 

improvement on the is-
sue after Trump said last 
month 2,000 American 
troops would withdraw 
from Syria.

Ankara welcomed 
the pullout decision after 
Erdogan told Trump in a 
phone call last month that 
Turkey could inish off the 
last remnants of IS.

However, there has 
been growing friction 
between Turkey and the 
US over the fate of the 

YPG, especially after US 
Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo previously said 
Washington would en-
sure Turkey would not 
“slaughter” Kurds.

And before a visit to 
Ankara last week, White 
House National Security 
adviser John Bolton said 
the US retreat was condi-
tional on the safety of the 
Kurdish ighters, provok-
ing angry retorts from 
Turkish of icials.
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Turkey vows to continue ight against 
Kurdish militia after Trump threat

Chinese buying irecrackers for New 
Year will have to show ID: Report

B , J  14 (PTI): 
Those who wish to buy 
ireworks in China’s cap-

ital Beijing during the 
upcoming Spring Festival 
will have to present their 
identity document so that 
they can be punished in 
case of any accident, ac-
cording to a media report.

Chinese New Year 
celebrations, also known 
as the Spring Festival 
is an annual event held 
in China and in Chinese 
communities around 
the world. This massive 

event takes place on dif-
ferent dates each year, 
but it typically begins 
during the beginning of 
February and continues 
until the middle of the 
same month.

Tang Mingming, an 
of icial from the Beijing 
Emergency Management 
Bureau, said that the city 
will cut the retail outlets 
of ireworks from around 
80 to 30 and sales will 
only take place from Jan-
uary 30 to February 9.

Each outlet will be 

equipped with special de-
vices to identify buyers with 
their ID cards, and if safety 
problems occur, the buyers 
will be punished, Tang said, 
China Daily reported.

Beijing has already 
banned ireworks within 
the ifth Ring Road in re-
cent years, and some dis-
tricts also banned ire-
works in certain regions. 
Tang said that the Tong-
zhou district, Beijing’s 
sub-center, will com-
pletely ban ireworks 
this year, the report said.

Many Chinese cities 
have banned ireworks 
during Spring Festival, 
considering the poten-
tial for air pollution and 
injuries. Beijing’s neigh-
bouring city Tianjin has 
banned ireworks across 
the whole city during the 
upcoming Spring Festival.

Last week, Xiongan 
New Area’s Rongcheng 
county in North China’s 
Hebei province also is-
sued an entire ban on 
ireworks during the up-

coming Spring Festival.

Pak to shelve major CPEC power project
SAJJAD HUSSAIN
I , J  14 (PTI): The 
cash-strapped Pakistan gov-
ernment will shelve a major 
coal-based power plant proj-
ect under the USD 60 billion 
China-Pakistan Economic Cor-
ridor, citing sufficient genera-
tion capacity already lined up 
for the next few years.

The CPEC, which connects 
Gwadar Port in Balochistan with 
China’s Xinjiang province, is the 
lagship project of Chinese Pres-

ident Xi Jinping’s ambitious Belt 
and Road Initiative (BRI).

The previous Pakistan Mus-
lim League-Nawaz (PML-N) 
government had pushed for 
the construction of the 1,320 
MW Rahim Yar Khan power 
project by China.

The Pakistan Tehreek-i-In-
saf (PTI) government of Prime 
Minister Imran Khan official-
ly conveyed to Beijing that it 
was no more interested in the 
project in view of sufficient 
generation capacity already 
lined up for the next few 
years, the Dawn reported.

It has requested the Chinese 
friends to formally delete the 
project from the CPEC list, the 
report said.

During the 8th Joint Coordi-
nation Committee (JCC) meet-
ing held last month, a Pakistani 
delegation led by Minister for 
Planning and Development 
Makhdoom Khusro Bakhtyar 
“proposed to remove the Ra-
him Yar Khan imported fuel 
power plant (1,320MW) from 
the CPEC list, in order to pro-
vide structure optimisation 
space for the subsequent pow-
er market of Pakistan,” said an 
official, quoting minutes of the 

December 20 JCC meeting.
The Chinese side suggested 

that a joint study on optimisa-
tion of energy mix be carried out 
at the earliest.

Cash-strapped Pakistan 
is negotiating a USD 8 billion 
bailout package from the the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) to overcome a severe bal-
ance-of-payments crisis that 
threatens to cripple the coun-
try’s economy.

The government reached out 
to some “friendly countries” for 
economic assistance including 
Saudi Arabia, China and the UAE 
since Prime Minister Khan as-
sumed of ice in August.

The project was originally 
pushed as imported coal-based 
plant by Quaid-i-Azam Thermal 
Company of the Punjab govern-
ment led by PML-N president 
Shahbaz Sharif who used to at-
tend meetings of the Cabinet 
Committee on Energy led by his 

brother and then prime minister 
Nawaz Sharif.

A leading business tycoon 
had proposed the project and 
was expected to be one of the 
key sponsors.

The project was removed 
from the CPEC priority list when 
then bureaucracy highlighted 
that surplus generation capaci-
ty had already been contracted 
and more contracts would lead 
the country to ‘capacity trap’.

The government had already 
noti ied a ban on capacity addi-
tion on imported fuel as early 
as June 2016 and the Rahim Yar 
Khan and Muzaffargarh coal-
based plants were removed 
from the CPEC priority list, the 
report said.

Among other reasons, this 
led to unceremonious remov-
al of the then power secre-
tary and head of the National 
Transmission Company the 
system operator.

The Punjab government had 
pushed for revival of the plant 
which was included again in the 
priority list in subsequent CPEC 
negotiations, according to a fed-
eral secretary.

It was not needed at all and 
would have been a burden 
on the already deteriorating 
financial condition of the 
power sector, he said, adding 
that Diamer-Bhasha dam was 
also included in the CPEC list 
when the coal-based projects 
were removed, but the dam 
project could also not move 
forward under the CPEC for 
unrelated reasons.

The of icial said the PTI gov-
ernment had already made up 
its mind to remove almost 400 
“politically motivated” projects 
from the development portfo-
lio as part of a comprehensive 
mid-year review of the Pub-
lic Sector Development Pro-
gramme later this month.

Second black box from Lion Air 
crash found: Indonesian of icials
J , J  14 (AFP): 
The cockpit voice record-
er from a Lion Air jet that 
crashed last October has 
been recovered, Indo-
nesian authorities said 
Monday, a discovery that 
could be critical to estab-
lishing why the brand 
new plane fell out of the 
sky shortly after take-off.

The Boeing 737 Max 
vanished from radar 
about 13 minutes after 
taking off from Jakarta, 
slamming into the Java 
Sea moments after pilots 
had asked to return to 
the capital and killing all 
189 people onboard.

Haryo Satmiko, dep-
uty head of Indonesia’s 
National Transporta-
tion Safety Committee 
(NTSC), told AFP the box 
had been recovered early 
Monday morning.

Investigators have 
already recovered the 
light data recorder from 

the Boeing 737 Max, 
which provided infor-
mation about the speed, 
altitude and direction 
of the plane before it 
plunged into the sea on 
October 29.

The preliminary 
crash report from Indo-
nesia’s transport safe-
ty agency suggested 
that pilots of Flight 610 
struggled to control the 
plane’s anti-stalling sys-
tem immediately before 
the crash. Investigators 

also found that the Lion 
Air jet should have been 
grounded over a recur-
rent technical problem 
before its fatal journey, 
but did not pinpoint a 
cause of for the accident.

A inal crash report is 
not likely to be iled until 
later this year.

The bright orange 
voice recorder was dis-
covered about 10 metres 
from the plane’s data re-
corder, said Isswarto, the 
commander of the navy’s 
Lion Air search and res-
cue task force.

Despite the name, 
black boxes are usually 
bright orange with re-
flective stripes, and all 
commercial planes are 
obliged to have them 
on board.

They’re built to sur-
vive at vast depths and 
in extreme heat, and 
are fitted with a beacon 
which can emit a signal 
for one month.

Black box data help 
explain nearly 90 percent 
of all crashes, according 
to aviation experts.

Authorities called off 
the grim task of identify-
ing victims of the crash in 
November, with only 125 
people of icially identi-
ied after tests on human 

remains that illed some 
200 body bags.

Following requests 
from victims’ families, 
Lion said in December it 

would allocate 38 bil-
lion rupiah (USD 2.6 
million) to hire a Dutch 
company to continue 
the search with its ship 
the MPV Everest.

Nearly 30 relatives 
of the crash victims have 
iled lawsuits against 

Boeing, alleging faults 
with the new model 737 
MAX led to the deaths.

The single-aisle Boe-
ing plane is one of the 
world’s newest and most 
advanced commercial 
passenger jets.

After investigators 
said the doomed air-
craft had problems 
with its airspeed in-
dicator and angle of 
attack (AoA) sensors, 
Boeing to issue a special 
bulletin telling operators 
what to do when they 
face the same situation.

An AOA sensor pro-
vides data about the an-
gle at which air is passing 
over the wings and tells 
pilots how much lift a 
plane is getting. The in-
formation can be critical 
in preventing an aircraft 
from stalling.

The plane’s light data 
recorder showed that pi-
lots had repeatedly tried 
to correct its nose from 
pointing down, possi-
bly after erroneous data 
from AoA sensors was 
fed into a system that au-
tomatically adjusts some 
of its movements.

‘Strong possibility’ of Rana’s extradition to India 
before his jail term ends in 2021: Sources

W , J  14 
(PTI): There is a “strong 
possibility” of Paki-
stani-Canadian Tahaw-
wur Hussain Rana’s ex-
tradition to India before 
the completion of his 14-
year jail term in the US 
in 2021 for plotting the 
2008 Mumbai terror at-
tack, an informed source 
here has said. Rana, 58, a 
resident of Chicago, was 
arrested in 2009 on the 
charges of plotting the 
26/11 terror attack.

Rana, a Pakistan-born 
Canadian national, was 
convicted by a federal 
jury of participating in 
a conspiracy involving a 
terrorism plot against a 
Danish newspaper and 
providing material sup-
port to Lashkar-e-Taiba 
(LeT), a terrorist organi-
sation based in Pakistan.

A total of 166 people, 
including 6 US nationals, 
were killed in the attack 
carried out by 10 Paki-
stan-based LeT terrorists 
in Mumbai. Nine of the 
attackers were killed by 
police while lone survi-
vor Ajmal Kasab was cap-
tured and hanged after 
handed down death sen-
tence by an Indian court.

In 2013, Rana was 
sentenced to 14 years of 
imprisonment, followed by 
ive years of supervised re-

lease by U.S. District Judge 
Harry Leinenweber. Ac-
cording to the US of icials, 
he is set to be released in 
December 2021.

The Indian govern-
ment, with “full co-op-
eration” from the Trump 
administration, is cur-
rently working on com-
pleting the necessary 
paperwork to ensure the 
extradition before his 
current jail term ends in 
December 2021.

India would not seek 
extradition of Rana on 
the charges for which 
he is already serving his 
jail sentence, as of icials 
pointed out that the 
“double jeopardy” clause 
in the US justice system 
prohibits to punish a per-

son twice for the same 
crime. India is seeking 
extradition of Rana on 
the ground that he was 
actively involved in plan-
ning an attack on the 
New Delhi-based Nation-
al Defence College and 
Chabad Houses in sev-
eral cities. There is also 
forgery case registered 
against him in India.

“There is a strong 
possibility of extradition 
of Rana to India on com-
pletion of his jail term 
here. We (US and India) 
are working on this,” a 
source told PTI.

But the “challenge” 
is to complete the neces-
sary paperwork during 
this period and over-
come the cumbersome 
bureaucracy of the two 
countries and the inde-
pendent judiciary, the 
source said.

India’s Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs, Ministry of 
Home Affairs and Minis-
try of Law and Justice and 
the US’ State Department 
and the Department of 
Justice, each of them has 
their own extradition 
procedure in place.

They are unwilling 
to cutdown or speed up 
their own process when 
it comes to extradition, 
the source added.

Following a recent 
visit to the US by India’s 
National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) team, of i-
cials from both sides have 
agreed to cut down on the 
bureaucratic procedures 
so that all the necessary 
paperwork is ready be-
fore the current jail term 
of Rana ends in December 
2021. During the visit, the 
NIA team also received 
guidance from their US 
counterparts on the pa-
perwork which India 
needs to complete to meet 
the requirements of the 
American judiciary sys-
tem and their standards.

The NIA is expected 
to have direct commu-
nication with their US 
counterparts to cut short 
the timeframe and bu-

reaucratic formalities, 
sources said. In case, the 
US government in co-op-
eration with the Indian 
government is unable 
to complete the neces-
sary paperwork before 
that, of icials here said 
it would become very 
tough to ensure a smooth 
extradition of Rana once 
he is released from the 
jail in Chicago, where he 
is currently serving his 
sentence.

As per the existing US 
law, Rana, a Canadian na-
tional, would most prob-
ably be deported to Can-
ada if India and the US 
are unable to complete 
the cumbersome extra-
dition process before his 
release. However, people 
familiar with the matter 
told PTI that there is a 
“desire” so there is an 
assurance from the high-
est level in the Trump 
administration that all 
necessary steps would be 
taken in timely manner 
to ensure extradition of 
Rana before his release.

According to the US 
of icials, the extradition 
of Rana would help in ce-
menting the relationship 
between the two coun-
tries, boost up the count-
er-terrorism co-operation 
and enhance America’s 
image among Indians. On 
the 10th anniversary of 
the Mumbai terror attack 
on November 26, 2018, 
the Trump administration 
had reiterated its resolve 
to bring to justice those 
involved in it.

Vice President Mike 
Pence had raised this is-
sue during his meeting 
with Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi in November.

Citing the partial gov-
ernment shutdown, the 
State Department and 
the Department of Jus-
tice expressed their in-
ability to respond to the 
questions related to the 
extradition of Rana.

The Indian Embassy 
here and the attorney of 
Rana did not respond to a 
question on his extradition.
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ARIES : A little ahead of the curve? That’s 
an understatement! Today’s quarter moon 
in your sign galvanizes your goals—and 
good luck to the rest of the pack trying to 
keep pace with you. People may not even 
understand what you’re talking about. But 
don’t waste your time and energy trying to 
explain it to them, Ram. Just keeping toiling 
away in your workshop, experimenting and 
tweaking until you hit on THE perfect thing 
that’s ready to trot out on display.  
TAURUS: Has that tiny pile of stuff  
you’ve been sweeping under the carpet 
grown to superhuman proportions, Tau-
rus? You may be forced to deal with an 
unpleasant person today, as a quarter 
moon in combative Aries activates your 
unconscious twelfth house. This isn’t 
a bad thing, though, Bull. While it may 
not be fun, it IS necessary. That hidden 
mountain could actually be an active vol-
cano that’s ready to blow. The name of 
today’s game: compromise!
GEMINI:Team spirit is the name of your 
game, but don’t get swept up in it today, 
Gemini. A quarter moon in your eleventh 

house of collaboration could inspire you 
to start fi ring off  big announcements on 
social media or inviting people to get on-
board with a big project. Before you get 
carried away, make sure you have the 
right mix of people and skill sets to pull 
this off . It’s great to have visionary minds, 
but you also need hard work and hustle. 
CANCER: Watch out for an uncere-
monious visit by the green-eyed mon-
ster today. An alignment of the fi ery Sun 
and controlling Pluto in your seventh 
house of relationships could leave you 
feeling deeply jealous. But if your sweet-
ie or crush is acting sneaky, don’t leap to 
conclusions. Be direct. Ask questions and 
listen to your gut when they respond. And 
no secretive snooping yourself. For all 
you know, they could be planning a sur-
prise for you. 
LEO :Do you sense something dodgy 
going down? Your natural inclination in 
cases like these is to blow the whistle. 
Not so fast, Leo! With the Sun beaming 
alongside undercover agent Pluto, your 
personal investigation could reveal that 

there’s more going on than meets the eye. 
Your best intentions to be helpful could 
suck you into a situation that’s heavier 
than you bargained for. Stay out of other 
people’s entanglements and think twice—
make that thrice—before getting involved.
VIRGO: an you feel the power of your purr? 
You’re a head turner of the fi rst degree, thanks 
to today’s sultry sync-up of the Sun and se-
ductive Pluto in your glamorous fi fth house. 
Grabbing the spotlight takes minimal eff ort on 
your part, but be careful what you do with that 
gift today, Virgo. You’ve got the power, but you 
need to wield it carefully!
LIBRA :Is your blood boiling, Libra? Your 
easygoing sign can turn fi erce when you sus-
pect someone is messing with your inner circle. 
Today’s conjunction of the passionate Sun and 
possessive Pluto in your sensitive fourth house 
could throw up red fl ags. Did someone cross 
your line in the sand? Since you might be too 
emotional to confront them directly, call a dis-
passionate third party who can help you deter-
mine the best course of action.  
SCORPIO:The pen—and the voice—are 
mightier than the sword today, Scorpio, so 

make every word count. Potent Pluto (one 
of your galactic guardians) syncs up with the 
Sun in your third house of communication, 
turbocharging your confi dence and helping 
you speak your truth. This isn’t the time to 
confuse, confl ate or manipulate. By honest-
ly expressing yourself, you could move the 
masses. But make sure you know what you 
want to say. Anger or resentment will only 
serve to water down your message.
SAGITTARIUS: Read the fi ne print, 
Sagittarius, especially the digits on your 
fi nancial statements. Today’s keen con-
nection between the illuminating Sun 
and probing Pluto could reveal a hid-
den charge that you forgot to cancel 
(your ex’s phone service!) or a contract 
clause that needs amending. Keep your 
eyes wide open when making any new 
fi scal transactions.
CAPRICORN: Magnetic doesn’t begin 
to describe you today as the Sun simmers 
alongside seductive Pluto in Capricorn. 
You’re in the power position; a subtle as-
sertion of leadership is all that’s required for 
people to fall in line with your ideas. Wield 

this infl uence carefully. Today, others may 
see you as their capable queen, but if you 
hand down orders without asking for feed-
back, your royal court could turn mutinous. 
AQUARIUS: Don’t be so quick to trust 
today, Aquarius. People may not be to-
tally on the up-and-up, and with the Sun 
aligned with secretive Pluto, you could 
put your faith in the wrong folks—and 
land in a heap of trouble. Even if you 
had nothing to do with their misdeeds, 
others may deem you guilty by associa-
tion. Worse, you could get ensnared in 
activities that tarnish your reputation!
PISCES :Check your funds, Pisces. 
Today’s balancing quarter moon in Aries 
takes inventory of your fi nances. While 
your bank statement may be the last 
thing you want to look at, it’s always good 
to know where you stand fi nancially. No 
need to panic if you’re a little lower than 
anticipated. Necessity IS the mother of 
invention, after all. Let this inspire you to 
get creative with a side hustle or to cut 
back wasteful subscriptions and expens-
es in the new year. 

Exes Olivia Culpo & Danny Amendola are spotted enjoying 
sushi at Niko Niko in West Hollywood.

TXT is the new K-Pop Boyband 
you need to keep your eye on 

K-pop fans, here’s a new 
boy band for you to 

swoon over: Tomorrow X 
Together (TXT) is of icially 
making their debut!

Big Hit Entertainment, 
who also manages megastar 
boy band BTS, recently 
unveiled their newest ad-
ditions to the company to 
much fanfare. While only 
two members have been 
revealed so far, the group 
will reportedly comprise 
of five members with an 
average age of 17. TXT is 
also making waves because 
it marks Big hit Entertain-
ment’s first boy band since 
BTS made their own debut 
in 2013.

After a cryptic teaser on 
Twitter, the irst member of 
TXT was revealed on 11 Jan-

uary: Yeonjun.
Here’s what we know 

about him: He is 19 years of 
age and is the oldest member 
of the group. His introduction 
video on YouTube has also 
racked up over 11 million 
views to date — a very pos-
itive start, if you ask us. As 
for what you can expect from 
him? It’s been reported that 
Yeonjun is a great dancer.

Two days following Yeo-
njun’s reveal, Big Hit intro-
duced the second member 
of TXT on 13 January. Soobin 
was introduced in a similar 
manner, with his own You-
Tube video and photos 
released on the band’s 
Facebook page. Further 
information about him has 
yet to released by Big Hit 
Entertainment.

‘Simmba’ crosses Rs 
350 crore mark in 
16 days worldwide

‘Black Widow’ could be first R-rated Marvel fi lm

Jacqueline Fernandez 
builds homes for fl ood-

affected families of Kerala
With the mission to rebuild lood-hit Kerala, Bollywood actress and Habi-

tat for Humanity India Brand Ambassador Jacqueline Fernandez visited 
Aluva on 12th January 2019, to build disaster resilient homes for the families 
affected by the devastating loods. Her visit to Kerala and interaction with the 
local families is part of the NGO’s India campaign ‘Jacqueline Builds’ in support 
of the families affected by disasters.

Jacqueline made a whole lot of difference with her presence in Aluva - one of the 
regions which was heavily looded – by working alongside a team of volunteers, local 
community to build a home for Sreedevi S and Anilkumar KC. In a unique show of soli-
darity, she was also joined by actress Shweta Menon who for the build.

Jacqueline has been actively instrumental in spreading awareness and 
raising funds for the relief work. From leveraging the social media platform to 
raise awareness about the initiative, to setting up her personal crowdfunding 

campaign, Jacky 
went all out to 
gather support 
in order to build 
homes. She even 
made a personal 
donation to the or-
ganisation. Jacque-
line also reached 
out to several oth-
er celebrities from 
the Indian ilm in-
dustry such as Ak-
shay Kumar, Arjun 
Kapoor, Hrithik Ro-

shan, John Abraham, Remo D’Souza who joined her in this noble cause and lent 
their support. “Kerala witnessed the worst loods in almost a century which 
destroyed thousands of homes and left people with no access to basic necessi-

ties. The loss of lives and infrastructure in Kerala has been so massive that the 
entire country needs to come together to Rebuild Kerala. By doing Jacqueline 
Builds in Kerala, Habitat for Humanity India and I have made an earnest effort 
to rebuild the lives of the lood-affected people. We appeal to the individuals, 
corporates and philanthropists to come forward and support this initiative. I 
am fortunate to be in Aluva today to build home for Sreedevi S and Anilkumar 
KC and extend my solidarity with the lood-affected people. 

Ranveer Singh-starrer “Simmba” has col-
lected over Rs 350 crores at the global 

box of ice within 16 days of its release.
According to the makers, the ilm 

is on a record-breaking spree and now 
ranks among the top 10 Bollywood do-
mestic box of ice hits of all time.

The ilm is presented by Reliance En-
tertainment in association with Dharma 
Productions and Rohit Shetty Picturez.

Directed by Rohit Shetty, Ranveer 
plays a corrupt cop, Sangram ‘Simmba’ 
Bhalerao in the film, who chooses the 
righteous path after a life-changing 
event. With “Simmba”, Shetty has be-
come the first director to have eight 
consecutive films enter the Rs 100 
crore net domestic box office club. He 
is the second director in India with 
three films to enter the Rs 200 crore 
club, according to the makers.

“It feels incredible to see the ex-
citement and fabulous response of the 
audience for ‘Simmba’ in cinema halls 
everywhere. I am happy with the ap-
preciation the film is garnering,” the 
director said in a statement.

Shibasish Sarkar of Reliance Enter-
tainment thanked his partners and Singh 
for “creating a hugely entertaining ilm 
that has delivered great joy to audiences 
through the holiday season and beyond”.

Dharma’s Johar called the ilm “of i-
cially our biggest hit”.

“’Simmba’ marks the beginning of a 
solid professional bond between Rohit 
and me,” the co-producer said.

Also featuring Sara Ali Khan, Sonu 
Sood, Siddharth Jadhav, Ashutosh Rana 
and Ajay Devgn, the ilm hit the screens 
on December 28.

Another female-led movie is in store for 
Marvel, but could it be a first in anoth-

er way? Writer Charles Murphy from com-
edy and music podcast The Hashtag Show 
revealed in a tweet today, Jan. 13 that he 
had once heard Marvel Studios mulling 
to make “Black Widow” an 
R-rated film.

He added that it could 
go for other Marvel ilms as 
well. “I’m not saying it will 
be for sure (no way to know 
what they will settle on at this 
point), but they have recently 
said that R-rated MCU ilms 
ARE a possibility, so it is a 
possibility.” He said the R-rat-
ing will apply to violence and 
mature themes.

Talks of R-rated movies in the Marvel Cin-
ematic Universe came about when Disney 
announced that it would acquire a large 
portion of 21st Century Fox, as per a De-
cember 2017 Collider report. Fox has made 
mature movies with Marvel characters that 
have raked in box office success and criti-
cal praise, such as “Deadpool” and “Logan”. 

Details about the Black Widow standalone 
are still under wraps. Scarlett Johansson 
will star in the title role and it has been offi-
cially confirmed that a female director, Cate 
Shortland, will helm the project.

The Hashtag Show reported in October 

2018 that ilming will be done partly in Croatia 
and that a synopsis bares the movie will be a 
prequel. It will follow Natasha Romanova work-
ing as a spy for the KGB and living in the United 
States, 15 years after the fall of the Soviet Union.

Murphy said ilming is expected to begin 
around March this year. The ilm is set to be 
released in 2020.


