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aravindh chithambaram emerges champion, 
sikkim treated to skills of the nation’s best

SCA HOSTS SUCCESSFUL NATIONAL SENIOR CHESS CHAMPIONSHIP 2019 AT SMIT

SAgAR CHHETRI
Gangtok, 19 Dec: 

Grandmaster Aravindh Chith-
ambaram of Tamil Nadu 

emerged the champion of the 
National Senior Chess Champi-
onship 2019 held here at Sikkim 
Manipal Institute of Technology, 
Majhitar in East Sikkim. 

Mr Chithambaram se-
cured nine and a half points to 
lift the champions’ trophy. 

Likewise, International 
Master, Akash G of Tamil Nadu 
stood on the second position 
with eight and a half points 
and International Master 
Ravi Teja S of RSPB finished 
on the third position with 
eight and a half points in 
the premier national chess 
championship of India. 

The winner received a 
cash prize of Rs 5 lakh, while 
the first runner-up received 
Rs 4 lakh and Rs 3 lakh went 
to the second runner-up.

In the top-ten positions 
were: Vaibhav Suri of Delhi 

on fourth position, Anurag 
Mhamal of Goa fifth, Lalith 
Babu MR of PBPB sixth, Vi-
sakh NR of Tamil Nadu seventh, 
Himanshu Sharma of Haryana 
on eighth position, Konguvel 

Ponnuswamy of PSPB on ninth 
and Kunte Abhijit of PSPB on 
tenth position. 

A total prize money of 
Rs 20 lakh was handed over 
to the top-10 players of the 

championship.
The ten-day long cham-

pionship was organized by 
Sikkim Chess Association on 
behalf of All India Chess Feder-
ation and was supported by the 

Department of Sports & Youth 
Affairs, Government of India. 

A total of 192 top-rated 
players from different States, 
Union Territories and PSUs 
participated, including 19 

Grandmasters and 25 Inter-
national Masters.

The closing ceremony 
held this evening had footbal-
ler, the Hamro Sikkim Party 
working president, Bhaic-
hung Bhutia, as chief guest 
accompanied by Secretary, 
Sports & Youth Affairs De-
partment, Kuber Bhandari, as 
guest of honor.

In his address, Mr Bhu-
tia congratulated SCA for 
conducting this premier na-
tional chess championship 
in such grand and successful 
manner for the first time not 
only in Sikkim but the entire 
north-eastern region. 

He also thanked the AICF 
for giving Sikkim the opportu-
nity to host such a prestigious 
championship.

He also reminisced 
about the time when he got 
the opportunity to interact 
with Grandmaster Viswana-
than Anand. 
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Subject or Citizen: The Sikkim Subject Status and Indian Citizenship Anomaly 

Amar Subba and student to attempt 
Ultra Marathon in Bengaluru

SUnIl PrADhAn 

The President’s assent to the Citizen-
ship Amendment Bill, 2019 switch-

es the definition of illegal immigrants 
in India to ‘legal’ with glaring religious 
overtones — a marked departure from 
the idea of India and its in-principle re-
jection of the two-nation theory based 
on religion which led to the creation of 
an Islamic Pakistan and a steadfastly 
Secular India. Under CAA, persons per-
secuted on the basis of practicing Hin-
duism, Jainism, Sikhism, Buddhism, Zo-
roastrianism, and Christianity belong-
ing to Afghanistan, Bangladesh, and 
Pakistan would no longer be treated 
as illegal immigrants and the residen-
cy requisites under the third Schedule 
of the Citizenship Act, 1955 is set to be 
lowered to six years from the mandato-
ry 11 years. India’s commitment to the 
dominant ideal of documentary citizen-
ship practices with a standard eleven 
years of residency as a prerequisite for 
naturalization has received a fillip for 
legalizing illegal stay of undocumented 
immigrants as an electoral stimulus.

This legislation pushed by the ruling 

Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janta Party 
has created multiple fissures in the al-
ready ambiguous notion of citizenship 
in India. The question over nationality 
and domicile in India remain mitigated 
by Hindu supremacist agenda of Hindu 
Rashtra. Notably, four out of the six re-
ligions from Afghanistan, Pakistan and 
Bangladesh selected for special treat-
ment in India ironically fall under the 
domain of Hindu Personal Law in India. 
The grand narrative of citizenship prac-
tices in post-independent India is cov-
ered by two legislations on citizenship: 
Part II of the Constitution of India, 1950 
and the Citizenship Act, 1955. Neither 
of these citizenship legislations es-
poused religion as a requisite criterion 
for acquiring Indian citizenship.  Rath-
er, the two legislations lay down provi-
sions for a “natural” person to acquire 
Indian citizenship in line with Article 
14 of the Constitution which guaran-
tees the right to equality.

The repercussions of the Citizen-
ship Act have been felt widely in states 
governed by special citizenship clause 
such as in the North East. Assam, which 

has been at the forefront of receiving 
illegal immigrants since India’s par-
tition remains affected as this act has 
set the cut-off date at December 31, 
2014 instead of the March 24, 1971 [as 
agreed to in the Assam Accord], for de-
porting all undocumented immigrants 
irrespective of their religion. This Act 
therefore nullifies the provisions of the 
Assam Accord of 1985 by laying param-
eters of India’s citizenship laws within 
the territory of Assam.  Therefore, the 
starting point for discussing citizenship 
practices in India’s North East decry In-
dia’s commitment to liberal citizenship 
project with individual as the bearer 
of rights. This is to say that, in many 
parts of India, the flesh and blood of 
communities continue to reinforce sub-
jecthood and citizenship formation for 
diverse cultural communities. 

For many cultural communities in 
India, citizenship is tied with domi-
cile. Domicile in India is determined 
as permanent resident. This forms the 
basis of legal relationship between an 
individual and territory with a distinct 
social and cultural history. The distinc-

tive nature of social and cultural history 
of a particular territory necessitates a 
condition where their legal and cus-
tomary system is regarded as personal 
law. In India, there are multiple ways of 
acquiring citizenship and religion cer-
tainly is not the criteria. It is clear that 
the Indian Constitution privileges only 
one domicile — that of the country — 
with Article 5 of the Indian Constitu-
tion specifying domicile in the territory 
of India. This reinforces the tenor of 
liberal project of rendering equal sta-
tus among diverse people at the com-
mencement of the Indian Constitution 
under a single uniform legal system and 
uniform citizenship law. However, the 
Indian Constitution made exceptions 
for certain regions where the nation’s 
single uniform legal system, and uni-
form citizenship law would be second 
to the distinctive legal and customary 
system regarded as personal law of 
those particular territorial settings. 

Therefore, the problem of actually 
applicable ‘uniform’ and ‘universal’ citi-
zenship rights in Sikkim is akin to those
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NCST 
Chairperson 
convenes 
meeting with 
CS and HODs

CM underlines Sikkim’s liberal instinct 
at pre-Christmas celebrations

namchi, 19 Dec [IPr]: 
Chief Minister Prem 
Singh Tamang [Golay] 
attended the Namchi 
Christmas Fest 2019 here 
at Central Park today. 

He was accompanied 
by his spouse, Krishna 
Kumari Rai, IPR Minis-
ter LN Sharma, Political 
Secretary Jacob Khaling, 
MLAs, pastors and gener-
al public.

Addressing the gath-
ering, the Chief Minister 
extended warm greet-
ings and also spoke 
about the significance of 
Christmas. 

He underlined how 
in Sikkim, the masses 
practice secularism and 
religious tolerance and 
that apart from Christ-
mas, many other festivals 
are also celebrated here 

at around the same time 
namely Sakewa, Yak-
thung Chasok Tongnam, 
Losoong, Namsong and 
many more. 

The commemoration 
of these festivals in Sik-
kim is an example that 
defines Sikkim and its 

people as liberal in their 
minds, thoughts and 
outlook. 

He also maintained 
that the State Govern-
ment will always assist 
in peacefully binding the 
different religious com-
munities together and 

requested the public to 
do so as well.

Highlighting the sub-
stantial work that the 
State Government is doing, 
the CM emphasized that 
they will consistently work 
towards upgradation 
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Gauhati HC 
directs Assam 
govt to restore 
mobile internet 

services
Guwahati, Dec 19 (PTI): 
The Gauhati High Court 
directed the Assam gov-
ernment to restore mo-
bile internet services at 5 
pm on Thursday.

A division bench of 
Justices Manojit Bhuyan 
and Saumitra Saikia gave 
the direction after hearing 
four PILs filed by journal-
ist Ajit Kumar Bhuyan, and 
advocates Bonoshri Gogoi, 
Randeep Sharma and De-
bakanta Doley.

Mobile and broad-
band internet services 
were suspended on the 
evening of December 11, 
following incidents of 
violence during protests 
against the amended Cit-
izenship Act.
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Gangtok, 19 Dec (IPr): 
Chairperson, National 
Commission for Sched-
uled Tribes, Dr Nand Ku-
mar Sai, along with other 
members and senior of-
ficers of the Commission 
convened a meeting with 
Chief Secretary SC Gupta 
and Heads of concerned 
departments at Tashiling 
Secretariat here today.

The NCST team is on 
a five-day visit to Sikkim 
from 15–20 Dec.

At the onset, the Chief 
Secretary welcomed the 
NCST delegation to Sik-
kim and hoped that the 
meeting will conclude as a 
positive development for 
the betterment of Sched-
uled Tribes and all other 
sections of the society.

During the meeting, 
Dr Sai and other mem-
bers interacted with the 
HoDs on various issues 
related to safeguards, 
protection and welfare 
programmes being im-
plemented by the State 
government for Sched-
uled Tribes.

Addressing the gath-
ering, Additional Chief 
Secretary, HRDD, GP Up-
adhyaya, briefed the del-
egation about the various 
schemes and facilities for 
Sikkimese students in-
cluding the implementa-
tion of post-matric schol-
arship scheme being pro-
vided by the Government 
of India for ST students.

While appreciat-
ing the progress made 
by students under the 
post-matric scholarship, 
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SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 19 Dec: 

Two ultra-marathon 
runners from Sikkim 

are all set to participate 
in the Ultra Marathon 
Bengaluru to be held on 
22 December. 

Marathon Man of Sik-
kim, Amar Subba, and 
his student, Shiva Hang 
Limboo, will participate 
in the 50KM category 
of this ultra-marathon. 
They are leaving for 
Bengaluru on Friday. 
The event is being or-
ganized by Bengalu-
ru-based NEB Sports.

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 
Mr Subba said, “Although 
I am not much prepared 
for the marathon this 
time due to my social 
engagements, I decided 
to participate and finish 
50K within five hours.” 

He is however con-
fident of a good perfor-
mance from his student. 

“I have much expecta-
tion from my student and 
keen to see him finish in 
the top-three,” he said. 

He informed that the 

top-three of the com-
petition will qualify for 
an international-level 
100K marathon.

Mr Subba is presently 
preparing other long-dis-
tance runners of the 
State for the upcoming 
marathon of NEB Sports 
in Kolkata next year.

23-year-old Shiva 
Hang Limboo hails from 
Timbrong under Yuk-
som-Tashiding constitu-
ency in West Sikkim. He 
finished on second spot 
at the 12-hour Stadium 
Run in New Delhi last 
year covering a distance 
of 119 KMs. 

“I have undergone 
rigorous training and 
have received focused 
coaching for the last two 
months. I aim to finish 
the marathon within four 
hours and stand among 
the top-three to qualify 
for the international 100K 
marathon,” he shared. 

He also expressed 
gratitude towards all in-
dividuals for their sup-
port in making it possible 
for him to participate in 
the Bengaluru event.
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GenerAl lAnD for SAle

Roadside plots for sale at Adampool, Ranipool-
Rumtek highway.

For details contact: 9083826462

FLAT FOR RENT/LEASE
Fully furnished 3BHK flat available for rent/

lease at Church Road near DPH. Roadside and 
five minutes walking distance from MG Marg.

For more details: 9083826462 /9832556698
GenerAl lAnD for SAle

General land 30X40 (3 Plots) available for sale 
at  Tadong 6th Mile next to Harka Maya College. 

Flat Land no cutting required. Price 30 Lakhs 
(negotiable).

Contact: 9800201335

lAnD for SAle 
A land measuring an area for  50x32 1/2  at Road-
side just below housing colony is for sale. It is 
just a  one minute walking distance from Namchi 
bazaar taxi stand. Interested party may contact 
9593373387 and 9434406761

Mr Bhutia shared that chess was always a major 
sport in the country and hoped for further growth of 
Indian chess. 

He also congratulated the winners and partici-
pants and encouraged them to do better in the future.

Secretary, Sports & Youth Affairs Department, in 
turn congratulated the SCA team led by Mahendra 
Dhakal for making the State proud by conducting a 
premier chess championship here. 

While addressing the participants, Mr Bhandari 
hailed them as future stars and ambassadors of the 
country and encouraged them to always remain moti-
vated and progress with their best efforts.

Earlier, Chief Arbiter of the championship, Dhar-
mendra Kumar, presented a brief report on the cham-
pionship. He also appreciated SCA’s efforts and Ma-
hendra Dhakal for hosting the biggest national chess 
championship of the country in Sikkim. 

International Master, Anup Deshmukh, also shared 
his experience of the championship.

aravindh...

Broadband services have already resumed in As-
sam.

The court observed that it is open to the state au-
thorities taking steps to curb dissemination of “explo-
sive messages, video” on various social media plat-
forms which may have a tendency to incite violence 
and destructions affecting public safety.

Senior advocates Arup Borbora, K K Mahanta, U 
K Nair and Bimal Chetry appeared for the petitioners, 
while Specially Engaged Counsel Debajit Sah represent-
ed the state government and Assistant Solicitar General 
S C Keyal appeared for the central government. 

Gauhati hC...

he also raised concerns over some students often 
quitting studies owing to significant increase in the 
cost of living. 

He urged the Commission to take into consider-
ation the proposal of increasing the amount of living 
expense awarded to students pursuing studies under 
this scholarship outside Sikkim.

The Commission assured to discuss the issue with the 
Central Government and the concerned Ministry positively 
in order to deliberate upon a solution at the earliest.

Dr Sai highlighted concerns raised by Chief Minis-
ter, PS Tamang (Golay) on the increase in the rate of 
Cancer cases in the State of Sikkim during their meet-
ing the previous day. 

He directed the Health Department to conduct a 
detailed survey on the incidence and prevalence of 
Cancer in various parts of the State. 

He further informed that the Commission has urged 
the Power Grid Corporation of India operating in the 
State to extend financial support to the State govern-
ment in the form of CSRs in order to fight against Cancer.

The Commission appreciated the State for its for-
est safety provisions, sports facilities, education sys-
tem and most importantly for prioritizing and pro-
moting women empowerment among STs. 

The Commission members applauded the State 
government for successfully implementing and pro-
moting educational and economic interests of the STs 
of Sikkim with special care. 

They assured full support to the State government 
for the development of the STs and Sikkim and urged 
all to work in tandem for the progress of the country.

The meeting was also addressed by Principal Sec-
retary, Health, K Sreenivasulu, Secretary, Sports & 
Youth Affairs, Kuber Bhandari, and other representa-
tives and HoDs of concerned departments

Earlier, a PowerPoint presentation was made 
by Secretary, Social Welfare Department on various 
schemes for Scheduled Tribes.

NCST Chairperson...

practiced in India’s North-East and the 
erstwhile Jammu and Kashmir. The ter-
ritorial form of citizenship rights in the 
North East, former Jammu and Kashmir 
and Sikkim is an exception within In-
dia’s liberal citizenship ideals. Sikkim’s 
social history, prominently wrapped 
under the administratively governed 
homogenous category of North East 
India, is negotiating the ‘Hindutva’ cit-
izenship ideals and this deserves a at-
tention. The prospect of implementing 
the Citizenship Act in Sikkim elevates 
the prospect of arrival of migrants to 
Sikkim whose demography and politics 
remain defined by migration of Indian 
citizens in the post Indian takeover of 
Sikkim in 1975. Therefore, the issue of 
fake Certificates of Identification (COI) 
sourced from the Sikkim Subjects Reg-
ulation Act, 1961 mediated through 
Sikkim Citizenship Order, 1975 is at the 
brink of defining domicile in the terri-
tory of Sikkim under one single unified 
legal system and one citizenship law, 
and not necessarily through the Sikkim 
Subject Registration Act, 1961. At this 
rate, the fake COI case will be nullified 
as citizenship virtue will soon be gov-
erned by Citizenship Amendment Act, 
2019 and not by special citizenship 
rights. Therefore, the criterion of domi-
cile in Sikkim is not the same as it is in 
other parts of India. Sikkim’s Old Laws 
hold the key to Sikkim’s distinctive le-
gal and customary laws and this de-
fines the Sikkim Subjects relationship 
with Sikkim, now the constituent state 
of India. 

Sikkim Subjects obtained Indian 
citizenship not by birth, descent, regis-
tration and naturalization but through 
incorporation of a foreign territory as 
specified under the Citizenship Act, 
1955. Therefore, in Sikkim, every Sik-
kim Subject is an Indian citizen but all 
Indians citizens are not Sikkim Subjects. 
The specification of categories (Sikkim 
Subject and non-Sikkim Subject Indian 
citizen) is the primer of practice of citi-
zenship rights discourse in Sikkim. The 
rights of Sikkim Subjects include spon-
sored entitlements, subsidies, upkeep 
of community land, community liveli-
hood, resource mobilization, employ-
ment opportunities and reservations in 
empanelled educational institutions in 
various parts of India. 

In sum total, Sikkim Subject as an 

exceptional category of Indian citizen-
ship practices allows one to locate col-
lective cultures of Sikkimese cultural 
communities within the realm of trans-
forming citizenship regime in India. 
Evidently, the transitional processes 
of Sikkim Subject from monarchical 
subjects to citizens of modern Indian 
state locates Sikkim’s ‘culture’ as a ter-
rain for representation as the subject of 
rights—collective and individual. This 
is one reason why Sikkim’s special citi-
zenship status has been under pressure 
to ward off India’s homogenizing ten-
dencies with a potential to disrobe its 
distinct Sikkimese identity for its his-
torically situated communities. 

On the face of it, the amendment 
opens the floodgates for non-Sikkim 
Subjects in the name of Indian citi-
zenship rights to enter into Sikkim’s 
resource mobilization sector where 
access to resources, especially land use 
and forests, remain in the hands of Sik-
kim’s cultural communities. This is set 
to alter Sikkim’s environmental gover-
nance. 

From the electoral angle, the Sik-
kimese Nepali will transform as the 
insignificant ‘other’ with Nepali seats 
already categorized as “General” in 
1977 under the Janta Government 
(precursor of the current BJP when Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee was the foreign minis-
ter with Morajji Desai as PM). The right 
wing Hindu nationalist party ruling In-
dia has a long history of attempting to 
make incursion into Sikkim’s special 
provisions. Sikkim’s special provisions 
built around the May 1973 Tripartite 
Agreement between the Chogyal, po-
litical parties of Sikkim and Govern-
ment of India, today is held hostage by 
nationalist ‘Hindu Rashtra’ absurdity. 
For many Sikkimese the very idea of 
citizenship amendment evokes fears to 
culture and language though systemat-
ic demographic onslaughts. This is set 
to put intense pressure on scarce land 
resources and employment opportuni-
ties in Sikkim.  

Sikkim’s special provisions unlike 
most states in the North East vary be-
cause Sikkim does not have colonial-
ly demarcated tribal areas governed 
under Inner Line Permit (Arunachal 
Pradesh, Nagaland, Mizoram and now 
extended to Manipur) and the Sixth 
Schedule with special reference to Me-

ghalaya, parts of Tripura. The status 
of Sikkim Subjects as a landmark of 
permanent resident status in Sikkim 
as a political identity has acquired na-
tive identity vis-à-vis other citizenship 
identities in Sikkim. The historical 
specificity of Sikkimese cultural com-
munities often identified as a medium 
for accruing ‘special’ concessions for 
enabling communities to achieve a sta-
tus to be treated at par with politically 
‘advanced’ other populations groups in 
India. For example, fiscal concession 
extended to Sikkim Subjects defines 
Sikkimese as per the definition of SSR, 
1961. This effectively allows Govern-
ment of Sikkim and Government of In-
dia to uphold the legal status of Sikkim 
Subject as means to monitor distribu-
tion of entitlements for recorded Sik-
kim Subject.   

Therefore, practice of rights as it 
emerges from special provisions of In-
dian Constitution, corresponds directly 
with contemporary political bound-
ary of Sikkim. Sikkim’s territory with 
a tangible effect reinforces norms and 
political value for its inhabitants. The 
modernizing project ushered by na-
tionalization of resources and spaces 
establish incoming pressure to the lim-
its of Sikkim’s special citizenship rights 
notably for—categorizing Sikkimese 
Nepali under “General” category as per 
representation Act of 1977, persistent 
demands for substituting Constitution-
al category of Sikkimese Nepali as mar-
tial Gorkhas as a fillip to the formation 
of Gorkhaland, an alternative political 
settlement of Sikkim’s merger with hill 
regions of Kalimpong & Darjeeling.  The 
attempted nationalization of Sikkim’s 
central bank—State Bank of Sikkim 
through demonetization and now the 
Citizenship Amendment Act reinforce 
this reality further. The definition of 
Sikkimese is perpetually being exposed 
to the litmus test. Therefore, Sikkim 
Subject Registration (SSR) Act, 1961 
form a tangible landmark for Sikkim’s 
Indian citizenship aspirations. The defi-
nition of distinctive Sikkimese commu-
nities as per SSR sets apart their citizen 
identity with a distinct subject status 
from other Indian citizens whose pres-
ence in Sikkim is actually regulated by 
Sikkim India Friendship Treaty 1950. 

The special citizenship concessions 
for Sikkim Subjects refurbish promi-

nence of legal universalism versus par-
ticularism featuring minority rights/
tribal rights in India. This limits civic 
and political membership for others 
Indian citizens in Sikkim. This feature 
of Sikkim is seen as an impediment for 
achieving national unity under the Hin-
dutva cultural project. The framework 
of citizenship under the amended Act 
as the model of civic and political mem-
bership in India erodes the country’s 
experiences with multiple citizenship 
practices including those accompanied 
with special citizenship provisions. 
The effacement of differentially expe-
rienced special citizenship provisions 
under the Citizenship Amendment Act 
with religious and electoral overtones 
directly or indirectly impinges the dia-
lectic of citizenship and minority/trib-
al rights in India. Therefore, gradual 
erosion of autonomous arrangement 
which started with abrogation of J&K 
status mandated by Indian Constitution 
poses questions to the permanence of 
special provisions mentioned under 
Part XXI meant for states of Nagaland, 
Assam, Meghalaya, Manipur, Mizoram, 
Arunachal Pradesh, and Sikkim. 

It is true that the fundamentals of 
constitutional provisions for Sikkimese 
cultural communities override funda-
mental rights of Indian citizens. The 
paradox of ‘universal’ and ‘uniform’ 
citizenship rights in Sikkim remain 
secondary to the dominant form of ter-
ritorial recognition of rights in Sikkim. 
Therefore, special provisions under the 
current dispensation are seen as a hur-
dle in securing ‘unity of state’ in India. 
New Delhi sees it as a roadblock to its 
nationalizing objectives especially for 
natural resource management. The set-
tlement of ‘rightless’ people from ‘main-
stream’ India in Sikkim allows New 
Delhi to speak on behalf of ‘rightless’ 
Indian community for securing equal 
rights as a fundamental right despite 
reserving constitutional safeguards 
for Sikkimese communities within the 
territory of Sikkim. For Sikkim, special 
citizenship rights under special pro-
visions figure as a mechanism to steer 
substantive equality in India among the 
politically/economically advanced pop-
ulation by exercising their rights either 
as individuals or communities.  

[the writer is Assistant Professor, 
Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi]

Subject or Citizen...

of the state and stressed that they will also try to elim-
inate corruption in the State Government mechanism.

During the course of the program, the CM and oth-
er dignitaries felicitated Senior Pastors PT Sukmimo 
and Yakub Khaling for their immense contributions 
for the upliftment of the community. 

The organizing committee of Namchi Christmas 
Fest also felicitated the Chief Minister for his immea-
surable assistance in boosting the status of the state.

The Chairman and General Secretary Namchi 
Christmas Fest, Satish Chandra Rai, and Lanem Sarang 
also spoke on the occasion.

CM underlines...

Revelations from Bhaichung’s Slipup 
JIWAN RAI
‘He represented India as a footballer. He 
launched the Hamro Sikkim Party, embrac-
ing the entire state. And when the crunch 
moment came, he failed to speak up for the 
entirety of Sikkimese citizenry.’ 

It would be totally unfair to say that this 
statement sums up Bhaichung Bhutia’s jour-
ney as a public figure thus far. He has been 
generally a good man with no track record of 
communal behaviour or utterances. But he 
dropped the brick at the most crucial time 
and place. People are entitled to their com-
ments and counter-comments about this in-
famous slip-up by an otherwise undisputed 
footballing hero. Also Sikkim should not 
take away from his clean non-communal im-
age. Let the world do what they want. But 
as I see it, his unfortunate fall from grace, at 
least in the eyes of many of his fellow citi-
zens, has revealed or restated the following 
indubitable facts of Sikkim politics.

First, inter-ethnic harmony is not the de-
fault position of the Sikkimese political de-
bate. The compositeness of Sikkimese society 
is a goal that struggles against deep-seated 
communal fault lines. When he expressed his 
apprehensions of the likelihood of the CAA 
overriding Article 371F, he hit the nail on the 
head. He represented the general feeling of 
the entire Sikkimese people. But when he 
whittled down the magnitude of his concern 
by saying that only the ‘indigenous peoples - 
namely Bhutia, Lepcha’ would face existential 
threat by way of being reduced to a negligibly 
insignificant number, he did more harm to 
Sikkim than his party’s stance to remove the 
‘immigrant tag’ of Nepalis can possibly mend. 
This was neither the right time nor the right 
platform to accentuate the primality of certain 
communities. And most significantly, nor was 
he the right person to do so, simply by virtue 
of being a globally visible man and the head of 
a political party meant to represent the full-
ness of the Sikkimese composite aspirations. 
He missed a colossal opportunity to represent 
the pan-Sikkim concern on the national forum. 

Singling him out is unfair, though. Other 
politicians and self-styled leaders have made 
more radical statements than his. If politicians 
and influential figures do not completely stop 
tickling the communal bones of people, Sikkim 
will never be able to get the monkey of com-
munalism off her back. Make no mistake - ev-
ery individual is naturally racist or, at the very 
least, ethnocentric, in the private realm and 

politics often provides an ill-advised ‘opportu-
nity’ to make those private feelings public. It 
should be our effort to educate people of our 
inherent proclivity to ultra-ethnocentrism. 
Also, fighting for a group identity is a fair 
thing, but the ground rules of exclusion and 
inclusion must be applied without violating 
the spirit and word of the constitutional pro-
vision, which is Article 371 F in Sikkim’s case. 
This brings us to the next point.

Two, how easily Article 371F can be 
customized to suit a certain narrative that 
can often be anti-Sikkim in the long term 
and wider sense. That Article 371 F can be 
used as an elastic briefcase provision that 
accommodates the entirety of Sikkimese 
permanent and emergent aspirations is a 
wonderful reality. This article may seem 
more advantageous to the BL community 
in terms of certain entitlements, which are 
off limits to the rest, but its overall canopy 
is all-inclusive for the entire Sikkimese cit-
izenry. Its nullification in any degree will 
jeopardize the identity of all of Sikkim, not 
just the BL and Sherpa communities. As long 
as Sikkim’s special status in India is upheld 
constitutionally, every Sikkimese, no matter 
what community s/he belongs to, will be a 
special Indian in terms of his/her identity. 

Three, Sikkim’s political literacy is either 
skewed or lower than required. The superficial-
ity of our political discourse is embarrassing. Of-
ten it is noise without substance, anger without 
valid reasoning, and passion without knowledge. 
Such shallow political exercise begets hollow 
promises. And the far reaching impacts of such 
hollow discourse cannot be gainsaid.

Did Bhaichung not know the exact demo-
graphic composition of Sikkim or was he de-
liberately presenting a twisted figure? This 
is a question he must answer to Sikkim. Any 
BL leader must know that their Nepali coun-
terparts are too tired of being pushed into 
the corner and forced into solving the defini-
tional problem of their identity. Nothing can 
slam the spirit of integration harder than 
such a subtle excommunicative attitude. 

In order to verify Sikkim’s retrospective 
demography, one of the oldest authentic 
documents to fall back on is the Gazetteer 
of Sikkim by HH Risley. According to it, the 
Sikkimese population in 1891 was 30,458 
which consisted of 5,762 Lepchas, 4,894 
Bhutias, 3,356 Limbus and 15,458 Nepalis. 
This would mean that Nepalis and Limbus 
represented over 65% of the population and 

Lepchas and Bhutia put together represent-
ed over 34% of the total population. When 
Bhaichung Bhutia says that in 1975, the BL 
with Sherpas accounted for 45% of the pop-
ulation, he is complicating not just the math-
ematics of the issue but every other part of 
politics. This is more than a misstatement. It 
is an offensive proposition.

We are simply looking at his figure but lurk-
ing behind the figure is a pernicious theory. This 
bares his political immaturity. He completely 
failed to detect the toxin it could spread. When 
he whipped out this figure, he implied that large 
droves of non Lepcha, Bhutia and Sherpa peo-
ple had already illegally immigrated into Sik-
kim. This is why, his figure is not only wrong. It 
is anti-truth. The only way forward is to prove it 
or concede a mistake. May be he has evidences 
that the rest do not. As I see, the most worrying 
issue is the massive decline in Lepcha population 
which could be attributable to multi-varied rea-
sons. Social scientists have a job to study it.

Immigration is an ultra-sensitive issue 
in Sikkim politics and it must be buried in a 
grave once and for all, referencing the issue 
to Sikkim Citizenship Regulation 1961 which 
is validated under Article 371F. Digging deep-
er is making it worse. We must realize that 
even the pre-1961 immigration pattern was 
more complicated than we think. It didn’t just 
happen from one side of the border. It was 
multi-dimensional. For example, in 1951, Sik-
kim received 3164 and 1,911 immigrants from 
Nepal and Tibet respectively and 6,854 per-
sons born in Sikkim immigrated to India. Over 
90% of them settled in West Bengal. Most of 
them lost their Sikkim connection for ever.

Finally, Sikkimese inherent insecurity is 
induced by both intrinsic and extrinsic fac-
tors. Internally, there is atrust-deficit among 
the communities. Fostering unity is a tedious-
ly long process and undoing all that effort is so 
instant and natural. Sikkim is also grappling with 
the lingering fear of Delhi hitting her with another 
merger like catastrophe. I call it the “post-merger 
traumatic stress disorder”. Once beaten twice shy. 
Could CAA do away with any post-merger vestiges 
of Sikkimness? This is a gripping fear- the pain of 
which only the Sikkimese can feel. 

Sikkim needs a meta-narrative conveyed 
by a combined voice. Sikkimese leadership 
cannot afford to drop its guard. Nor can Sik-
kimese people afford to expose their vulner-
ability to self-destructive emotions. 

[the writer can be contacted 
at: jiwanr@gmail.com]

Two arrested 
for hurling 
bombs at CAA 
protesters
raiganj (West Ben-
gal), Dec 19 (PTI): Two 
persons were arrested 
on Thursday in connec-
tion with the incident of 
attack on a group of peo-
ple protesting against the 
Citizenship Act in West 
Bengal’s North Dinajpur 
district, police said.

The protesters were at-
tacked at College Para area 
near National Highway-34 
on Wednesday when they 
were returning after sub-
mitting a deputation at the 
district magistrate’s office 
and six persons were in-
jured when crude bombs 
were hurled at them.

RAF personnel were 
deployed at three places 
on Thursday - Bamon-
gram, Bhagdumur and 
Purba College Para - un-
der the jurisdiction of 
Raiganj police station, 
the police said.

The Inspector Gener-
al of Police of North Ben-
gal, Anand Kumar, visited 
all these areas to take 
stock of the situation, the 
officer said.

In view of Wednes-
day’s incident of attack 
on the procession, the 
district administration 
did not give permission 
to the Left parties and 
the Congress to take out 
processions on Thursday.

Out of the six people 
injured, four have been 
admitted to Raiganj Med-
ical College and Hospital 
and the rest of the two 
were admitted to North 
Bengal Medical College 
and Hospital, he said.
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CapitalTIMES

Annual Day at lower 
Sudunglakha Primary School 

Annual function at rongli 
Secondary School

football tourney at Gor School 
reaches quarterfinal stage

Pabitra Bhandari appointed 
SCBC Chairperson

Sikkim Police hosts Khulla Manch in Jorethang

SUMMIT REPORT
Jorethang, 19 Dec:

A daylong traffic 
awareness campaign 

of Sikkim Police, “Khu-

lla Manch,” was held on 
Thursday here at Jore-
thang MG Marg in South 
Sikkim today. 

South District (SP), 

Pravin Gurung, was pres-
ent as the chief guest 
accompanied by Nayaba-
zar-Jorethang Munici-
pal Council chairperson, 

Tika Gurung, ASP San-
tosh Kr Shrestha, Traffic 
DSP, Jyoti Chettri, SHO 
Mahendra Pradhan and 
Sub Inspector, Gaurav 

Gautam, students, police 
personnel, drivers and 
local residents. 

While addressing the 
gathering, the SP highlight-
ed the new traffic rules, reg-
ulations and penalties.

He called on driv-
ers to avoid rash driv-
ing and wear seat belts 
and stressed the need 
to wear helmets while 
riding two-wheelers.  He 
also briefed the gather-
ing about different traffic 
signs, perils of overload-
ing and rash driving. 

The program was 
also addressed by the 
ASP and SHO. 

Later, an Open Discus-
sion was held between 
Public and concerned de-
partments regarding var-
ious traffic related issues.

ArPAn PrADhAn
Gangtok, 19 Dec:

Frontline leader of the 
Sikkim Krantikari 

Manch, Pabitra Bhan-
dari, has been appoint-
ed Chairperson, Sikkim 
Commission for Back-
ward Classes. 

The Home Depart-

ment notification of 17 
Dec informs that Ms 
Bhandari will hold office 
for a three-year term.

Ms Bhandari hails 
from Rhenock in East 
Sikkim and has been a 
journalist for several 
years before joining pol-
itics with SKM. 

WAnGChUK BhUTIA
Mangan, 19 Dec:

The first quarter-final match of Open 
Men’s football tournament at Gor 

Secondary School, Dzongu, was played 

between Legend Boys and Mangan Taxi 
Drivers with the latter team winning 2-5.

In the second quarterfinal match, 
Dikchu Secondary School defeated 
Sangdong Boys in a tie-breaker.

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 19 Dec:

The second day of 
the 5-day Annual 

Function Programme at 
Government Secondary 
School Rongli, featured 
matches of the inter-
school badminton being 
hosted at the school as 
part of the celebrations.

SDM, PR Dulal, Rong-
li was present as the 
chief guest for the day 
with Devendra Subba, 
BB Gurung, MK Gurung. 
Deepak Dhakal, teachers 
from different schools, 
members of Naari Shak-
ti, Chujachen and Youth 
Convenor present as spe-
cial guests.

SUMMIT REPORT
rhenock, 19 Dec:

Government Primary 
School, Lower Su-

dunglakha, celebrated 
its Annual Day today 
with a string of indoor 
sports events, Yoga, 
Quiz competition and 
felicitations. 

Executive Secretary, 
Youth Development So-
ciety of Sikkim [YODESS], 
MK Gurung, was present 
as chief guest accompa-
nied by Rhenock BAC 
Education Department 

Assistant Director, KP 
Sharma, Sudunglakha 
Zilla Panchayat, Madhu 
Sharma, and Panchayat 
member, Journalist, Bha-
nuraj Thapa, Dr Umesh 
Chandra Rizal as special 
guests and senior citi-
zens of the area, school 
heads, guardians and 
School Management 
Committee members.

The school also fe-
licitated families of the 
Land donors, Late Khus 
Narayan Gurung and 
Lall Bahadur Chettri, lo-

cal NGO Sangit Sangam 
Pariwar and ex-student, 
Dr Umesh Chandra Rizal. 
An expression of grati-
tude was also presented 
to Editor, Rhenock Purba, 
Bhanuraj Thapa.

Earlier, the Headmas-
ter, Madan Dhungana, 
placed the annual re-
port of the school in his 
welcome address while 
students performed co-
lourful traditional danc-
es and the programme 
ended with annual prize 
distribution.

Wasim Jaffer appointed Kings 
XI Punjab’s batting coach

new Delhi, Dec 19 (PTI): 
Former India player 
Wasim Jaffer has been 
appointed as the batting 
coach of Kings XI Punjab 
for the upcoming season 
of the Indian Premier 
League. A top source in 
the franchise confirmed 
his appointment and 
Jaffer’s name also figured 
in the official support 
staff list posted on the 
team’s website.

The Mumbaikar, who 
now plays for Vidar-
bha in the Ranji Trophy, 
represented India in 31 
Tests between 2000 and 
2008, scoring 1944 runs 
which included five hun-
dreds and 11 fifties. The 
41-year-old also has a 
double hundred to his 
name -- a highest score of 
212 against the West In-
dies in 2006 at St John’s.

He also played two 
ODIs for India during an 
international career that 

spanned nearly eight 
years. Jaffer remains a 
domestic stalwart, hav-
ing played more than 
254 first-class matches 
and scored nearly 20,000 
runs. He recently became 
the first to play in 150 
Ranji Trophy games and 
needs just 853 runs to 
complete 20,000 runs.

In the IPL’s inaugural 
season in 2008, Jaffer 
represented Royal Chal-
lengers Bangalore in six 
matches but could only 
manage 130 runs at a 
strike rate of 110.57.

Besides Kumble and 
Jaffer, KXIP’s revamped 
coaching staff includes 
Sunil Joshi as bowling 
coach and Jonty Rhodes 
as fielding coach, respec-
tively. Kumble, under 
whose captaincy Jaffer 
turned out for India, 
played a role in the for-
mer Mumbai opener’s 
appointment.

lower okhrey Primary School 
celebrates golden jubilee

okhrey/ Daramdin, 
19 Dec (IPr): Minister 
for Agriculture, Horticul-
ture, Animal Husband-
ry and Veterinary Ser-
vices, Information and 
Public Relations and 
Printing and Stationery 
Departments, Lok Nath 
Sharma graced the oc-
casion of Golden Jubi-
lee Celebration of Gov-
ernment Primary School 
Lower Okhrey in special 
presence of the Minis-
ter-cum-Area MLA of 
Daramdin constituency, 
MN Sherpa at the School 
Playground, today.

Minister Sharma, 
in his address, under-
lined value of wisdom 
achieved through teach-
ing and learning process 
in schools and congrat-
ulated school family 
and further conveyed 
heartiest gratitude of the 
Chief Minister of Sikkim, 
PS Tamang to the family 
members land donors 
and entire school family 
on the occasion of Golden 
Jubilee Celebration.

He also motivated 
people to encourage for 
taking admission in Gov-

ernment schools and 
touched upon the joint 
responsibilities of teach-
ers, students, parents/
guardian for better coor-
dination and cooperation 
to ensure improved edu-
cation system.  

Referring his visit 
in the morning at Hil-
ley Horticulture Farm, 
minister announced to 
revive the entire cul-
tivated area through a 
comprehensive plan for 
the benefit of the local 
people and the entire re-
gion as a whole.

He informed that the 
Union Minister of Agri-
culture will lay the foun-
dation stone of Interna-
tional level of Food Pro-
cessing Unit at Rangpo 
on 22 Dec, 2019.

Minister also high-
lighted provision of sub-
sidised loan and advised 
to take benefit of highly 
exempted loan to initiate 
innovative and planned 
work in the field of Ag-
riculture/ Horticulture 
and Animal Husbandry 
and Veterinary Services.

Minister-cum-Area 
MLA, MN Sherpa who is 

also the Chief Patron of 
the organizing commit-
tee thanked committee 
members and everyone 
for peaceful conduct 
of the programme. He 
informed that the gov-
ernment is putting all 
possible efforts to im-
prove condition of power 
supply in the state and 
a transformer of 66 KV 
will be installed for the  
Daramdin region and 
further urged public to 
bear discontinue in pow-
er supply till the installa-
tion is over.

He also advised la-
bourers to get registered 
under Boarder and Oth-
er Construction Work 
to take educational and 
medical benefits of their 
family members. He 
also informed that the 
state government will 
construct house of each 
land holder labour of Rs. 
Six Lakhs.

During the pro-
gramme family mem-
bers of the Land donors 
and Retired school staff 
were also honoured and 
felicitated for their con-
tributions.

Ministers inspect Veterinary 
Dispensary and fodder farm at Anden
Gyalshing, 19 Dec (IPr): 
Agriculture Minister Lok 
Nath Sharma along with 
the Minister MN Sher-
pa, who is also the area 
MLA [Daramdin], made 
a joint inspection of the 
Veterinary Dispensary 
and Fodder Farm at An-
den under Upper Tham-
bung Gram Panchayat 
Unit in West District this 
morning.

Minister Sharma en-
quired after the available 
facilities and directed 
the concerned officials 
to strengthen delivery 
of required facilities, in-
cluding Artificial Insem-
ination, medicines, man-
power, water connectiv-
ity etc.

After taking a round 
of the premises, he di-
rected that renovation of 
existing structure be tak-
en up and a bull-shed and 
cow-shed be constructed 
at the premises. 

The Minister also 
checked the land docu-
ments to verify the re-
corded area of the com-
plex and advised that 

fencing be erected for 
the protection of existing 
property. 

He also assured to 
address need of Mini Op-
eration Theatre at Anden 
Veterinary Dispensary. 

Thereafter, the Minis-
ters visited the Horticul-
ture farm at Hilley under 
Ribdi Bharyang GPU. 

The visiting team was 
stunned by the magnifi-
cent landscape of the de-
partmental land spread 
over a cultivated area of 
16 hectares and Minis-
ter Sharma stressed the 
need to revive the land 
under cultivation with 
the concept of agro-tour-
ism.

Horticulture De-
partment Officer, Ongdi 
Sherpa, shared the his-
toric significance of the 
climatically favourable 
area of Hilley for produc-
tion of vegetables and ex-
plained its uniqueness in 
terms of size and quality. 

He also informed 
that the potato breeding 
farm was developed by 
the Chogyal in 1967 and 

has produced record har-
vest in the past but was 
declining at present and 
indicated wildlife inter-
ference as a major cause 
of diminishing cultivated 
area to below two hect-
ares currently. 

Minister Sharma 
assured to take up the 
requirement for strong 
fencing work around the 
boundary to protect pro-
posed cultivated land.

He also interacted 
with the labourers and 
instructed the concerned 
officials to put up a file 
for the establishment of 
a Labour barrack, Snow 
Proof Green House, Har-
vesting Tank along with 
a proposal for total utili-
zation of barren land for 
cultivation of climatically 
suitable vegetables. 

He advised to receive 
required Polypipe and 
water tanks for imme-
diate need. Further, he 
headed towards Okhrey 
to attend the Golden 
Jubilee Celebration of 
Lower Okhrey Primary 
School.
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Newspaper Business 
Layoffs and roll-backs, relevance and need

These have not been good times for newspa-
pers. Lay-offs, wind downs, even arrests and 

in some regions, the challenge of putting editions 
to bed without internet or even that ever-exciting 
gossip on WhatsApp groups. Clearly, the stress 
is not just on the bottom-lines. There is also the 
ever present challenge of relevance and speed, 
something that social media and television beat 
newsprint to with ease.

And while on the current times, in the region, 
we have known these immediate months as the 
news-fluctuation phase as must be apparent to reg-
ular buyers of newspapers (thanks for still doing 
so) who could not have missed the ebb and flows 
of “local” news updates in their local papers. But 
this is a cyclical phase, what has arrived as a shock-
er, and also a reminder, on what the media space 
is going through came in the form of major devel-
opments like across the board layoffs elsewhere. 
It was not so long ago that a string of rather ex-
ceptional newspapers bankrolled by chit-fund 
finances folded up and left behind a litter of sud-
denly made jobless journalists. But at that time, the 
blame rested with the financiers; with what has 
happened with legacy newspapers as well and with 
other media houses over the recent years, howev-
er, has brought the whole print journalism model 
into question. One was always aware of these dis-
cussions raging the world over, but with these de-
velopments, the deliberations have arrived closer. 
Why, even this newspaper has risen from the ashes 
of another, and while that might have a ring of pos-
itivity to it, it also carries a hint of things not being 
all honky-dory in the newspaper business. 

Point is that while journalism might serve the 
community, it still requires a business model to re-
main viable; bills, after all, need to be paid. Fiscal 
robustness is an important contributor to quality 
journalism. That said, it cannot be looked at solely 
as commercial enterprise. Unfortunately, business 
managers have been gaining more influence in me-
dia houses in the recent decades and while they 
have scaled up profits in the past, they clearly lack 
the resolve to weather economic crisis. Spending 
fiscal quarters or even entire financial years deep 
in the red is not new to newspaper houses, but they 
never triggered the kind of panic layoffs and roll-
backs in the scale that one has been witnessing off 
late. That is happening because journalists have 
been edged out or won over by the accounts sec-
tions. That said, it is not being implied that news-
papers should be not-for-profit (although, good 
luck with turning profits from good journalism), 
but just a reminder that business ups and downs 
had earlier led to re-strategizing and innovations 
unlike the bloodletting that one sees nowadays.

It is in a setting like this that one should also go 
over what newspapers are all about. Survival alone 
does not a good newspaper make. Opinions on this 
will undoubtedly differ, but here are some points for 
the readers to mull upon. For starters, good news-
papers are unwavering in their commitment to 
their community and this “community” can be the 
national audience, a big city or even a small town. 
They serve as a kind of glue that provides various 
factions with the same information so that they can 
unite or divide based on their views formed from 
access to the same unbiased reportage. Newspa-
pers don’t decide, they provide the people with all 
the required information from all the varied points 
of view and let the people decide. Newspapers are 
lynchpins which keep things civilized even as they 
facilitate change and moderate the opposing views 
in the course of this change. They don’t bring about 
the change. That is for the people to do. Newspa-
pers and journalists who believe themselves to be 
the activists/ agents of change credit themselves 
with too much intelligence and importance. As in-
dividuals or even institutions, one can only contrib-
ute to change, not force it. These qualities are not 
always overtly expressed in a newspaper’s pages, 
but flow naturally when newspapers succeed in 
shining the light on real problems. And good news-
papers go a step further.

Apart from reporting on issues they provide 
insight into the issues that face a community. If, 
after reading a newspaper, you feel that you have 
understood an issue better, it is a sign that the pa-
pers are succeeding. Similarly, one should see her 
concerns and experiences reflected in the pages. 
That’s a must, because that provides the connec-
tion between the publication and the readers. Good 
newspapers also play it straight. And when doubts 
surface, they explain their actions. But they are nei-
ther arrogant nor defensive. Finally, good newspa-
pers are like relatives. They prompt a wide range of 
emotions that run the gamut from love to hate, de-
pending on the day. But you still want them around, 
just like the relative. Look where we arrived - a con-
versation which started with layoffs, ended with 
finding family. There might be hope still :-)

5 ways chess can make you a 
better law student and lawyer

The holidays remind us that grief cannot be wished away
heATher SerVATy-SeIB
theconversation.com

The year-end holidays are a time of social gath-
erings, traditions and celebrations. They can 

also be a time of revisiting and reflection.
According to the Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention, 2.8 million people die each year in the 
U.S. If we conservatively estimate four or five grievers 
per death, there are 11 to 14 million people who are 
experiencing their first holiday season without the 
presence of an important person who has died.

No matter how long it has been since a family 
member or friend has died, the holiday season can 
understandably bring grief to the forefront of our 
minds. Lost loved ones are no longer physically pres-
ent, and our rituals can remind us of their absence in 
poignant ways. And it can be challenging for others to 
know how best to comfort and offer support.

As a licensed psychologist and professor of 
counseling psychology, my clinical and research in-
terests for the past 25 years have focused on death, 
dying, grief and loss. A primary goal of my work has 
been to “make death talkable.” 
hoW Do yoU SPeAK of DeATh AT A TIMe lIKe ThIS?

But how, you might ask, can death be talkable 
during the holidays? The general tendency with-
in U.S. society is to avoid the topic. In the process, 
Americans tend to avoid not only our own grief, but 
also the grief of others.

My sense is that a good bit of this avoidance is 
connected to misunderstandings about the grieving 
process and problems with what society views as 
necessary, critical and “normal” for grief expression.

Psychiatrist Elisabeth Kübler-Ross’s work 
with dying people, beginning in the mid-60s, was 
groundbreaking and facilitated increased conver-
sations about death among health professionals, 
dying patients and their family members.

And yet the five stages that she observed in dy-
ing patients – denial, anger, bargaining, depression 
and acceptance – have taken on a life of their own. 
They have been applied well beyond the dying pro-
cess, and have become a kind of prescription for 
grief – an unfolding that Kübler-Ross specifically 
warned against in her 1969 book.

When people focus on grief as a linear process 
with distinct stages and a clear endpoint, they are 

seeking to control and contain an aspect of life that 
is overwhelming, unpredictable and confusing. Al-
though quite understandable, the attempt to put 
grief in a nice neat box has its costs. Most specifi-
cally, grieving individuals can begin to judge their 
own experiences, which can lead to just as much, if 
not more, pain than the grief itself.
A DISTInCT eXPerIenCe

There are a few key points about grief that can 
make a tremendous difference for people during 
the holidays and beyond.

First, grief does not end. It is a reflection of at-
tachment and love, and our connection with loved 
ones does not end when they die. Therefore, our 
grief will not and does not end. Grief is not a sick-
ness to recover from, but rather an unfolding to 
experience.

Second, grief is not equal to sadness. In fact, it 
is not the same as emotions. Grief is multi-dimen-
sional, and often incorporates emotional, cognitive, 
physiological, social and spiritual reactions. There 
is no indication in the literature that grievers must 
cry. Some grievers may be more emotional and so-
cial in their grief expression, while others may be 
more cognitive and physical.

Last, grief is unique to each person within their 
distinct familial, community and cultural contexts. 
Individuals will grieve based on who they are as 
people and based on the unique relationship they 
had with the person who died.

Those relationships can be quite dynamic and 
complex, and grief will reflect that complexity. It 
can often be challenging for family members and 
friends when they are grieving differently from one 
another. However, they are grieving different rela-
tionships with the loved one who died and their 
grief will then also be distinct.
WAyS To BrInG CoMforT, If noT ACTUAlly Joy

Contemporary theories expand far beyond stag-
es to acknowledge the tasks of grief and the central 
nature of sense-making in the grieving process. For 
example: How do I integrate this death into my life 
story? Grief is not just about missing the person 
who died, but also about learning to live in a world 
where they are no longer physically present.

Developing a more nuanced understanding of 
the variability, adaptability, and unfolding nature 
of grief has encouraging implications for grievers 

and for those who seek to support them.
For grievers:
- Resist societal messages that limit, com-

partmentalize and minimize your grief.
- Observe your thoughts, feelings and ac-

tions, and honor the unique ways that you 
are expressing your grief.

- Remember that rituals related to grief go 
beyond formal services, and that post-fu-
neral rituals can take many forms. Allow 
for recognition of both separation and con-
nection. Annual rituals, such as those that 
may be incorporated into the holidays, can 
become new traditions and opportunities 
for meaningful reflection.

For those who seek to offer support:
- Acknowledge that grief does not end. Even 

brief messages of recognition and remem-
brance of their loss, regardless of the time 
since death, can be quite meaningful at the 
holidays and during other significant times.

- Keep in mind your level of closeness. If you 
know the griever well, then you will have 
more sense of what they will view as help-
ful. Consider offering tangible assistance 
in terms of errands, tasks, or responsi-
bilities that you know will be difficult for 
them. If you do not know them well, keep 
your responses more inline with that level 
of relationship, such as sending emails and 
cards, or donating to a cause.

- Reflect on your own death anxiety and ap-
prehension. Own it and then use it. Push 
through the common tendency to avoid 
those who are grieving and act on your 
thoughts of concern for them.

Remember that there is no set of words or 
phrases that will “fix” grief. It just does not work 
that way. What will make the difference is your 
presence and your willingness to reach out.

If it would help to consider specific statements, 
phrases that communicate presence and care, such as 
“I am here for you,” or “I care about what happens to 
you,” are more likely to be viewed as helpful than those 
focused on advice and forced cheerfulness, such as “You 
should keep busy,” or “Do not take it so hard.”

[the writer is Professor and Associate Dean 
of Counseling Psychology, Purdue University]

MArK KenDe
theconversation.com

Paul Morphy was a 19th-century 
New Orleans chess prodigy who 

was the de facto world chess champi-
on during much of his short life. He 
rarely lost when he played through-
out Europe and the United States. 
He was also a lawyer who graduated 
from what is now Tulane Law School. 
As a student, he was said to have 
memorized the Louisiana Civil Code 
in English and French. 

His father was a prominent Loui-
siana judge.

There are other talented 
chess-playing lawyers, though none, 
in my view, as brilliant at chess as 
Morphy. Three 20th century champi-
ons all agree that Morphy was among 
the greatest chess players of any era.

The general view is that he would 
have the chess grandmaster title, the 
highest title in the world of chess, if 
he were alive today.

As a law professor and high-level 
amateur player, I believe that playing 
chess is great training to be a success-
ful law student and lawyer. Here are 
five reasons why.
1. InTelleCTUAlly rIGoroUS

Much like law school, chess is in-
tellectually rigorous. Playing chess at 
the highest level is so hard that Mi-
crosoft founder Bill Gates lost after 
only nine moves in an exhibition blitz 
game with the current world champi-
on, Norwegian Grandmaster Magnus 
Carlsen. One might have expected 
Gates to last longer given his genius.

A chess player must concentrate 
for as many as five or six hours in se-
rious tournaments, and a single lapse 
can cause a loss. Learning to concen-
trate is also invaluable for law school.

Aspiring law students often take 
undergraduate classes that are part 
of a “pre-law” program. Government 
or criminal justice majors are typical 
since they involve some focus on the 
legal system. These are important in-
tellectual fields.

Yet, informal studies suggest that 
students who major in especially 
difficult areas, such as philosophy 
or mathematics, perform better on 
the LSAT – the exam required for en-
trance into law school. Just as math 
and logic serve lawyers well in the 

courtroom as they fashion their 
arguments, so, too, is it with chess 
players on the chessboard as they 
make their moves.
2. reQUIreS IDenTIfyInG ISSUeS

Students who perform well on law 
school exams and the bar exam must 
succeed at “issue spotting.” That is 
to say, unlike undergraduate exams, 
which may require the student to 
summarize what they have learned, 
law school exams require students to 
figure out what legal issues are bur-
ied within the facts of a given case. 
Then the student should apply the 
right legal principles to the facts. The 
student often must draw analogies 
and see patterns. Lawyers must also 
spot issues and draw analogies when 
their clients present problems.

Similarly, good chess players 
survey the chess board, with a clock 
ticking, and must find a strong move 
among many possible candidate 
moves. They will look for patterns, 
such as typical methods of attack-
ing a king. Sometimes, the move will 
be a tactical strike, such as the bold 
sacrifice of a queen leading to check-
mate. Those players who cannot see 
many possibilities will not win many 
games. Both the chess player and 
lawyer must discover the key aspects 
of a situation.
3. STrATeGIeS eSSenTIAl

Strong performance in law and 
chess involves strategizing effective-
ly. Chess may therefore be law’s most 
common metaphor.

Success requires the ability to 

plan, envision how one’s opponent 
will respond, and then figure out 
how to reply. As a former litigator, I 
not only had to think about what to 
do, but I also had to assess whether 
my adversary would have an effec-
tive contrary plan. I also had to know 
the weaknesses in my case. Similarly, 
a strong chess player will know the 
problems in their position.
4. PrInCIPleS AnD rUleS APPly

Both law and chess have rules, 
general principles, and exceptions or 
loopholes. The law is often codified as 
a statute. Likewise, chess has rules, 
though they often lack the ambiguity 
of statutes. Beginning chess players 
then learn accepted principles. For 
instance, they are taught that during 
the opening part of the game, they 
should get certain pieces into play, 
use those pieces and pawns to con-
trol the center of the board, place 
their prized king in a safe position 
by making a special move known as 
“castling,” and keep moves by their 
valuable queen in reserve. Yet strong 
chess players may violate these prin-
ciples, for surprise or other purposes.

Prosecutors also have common 
approaches. In criminal cases with 
multiple defendants, prosecutors are 
trained to go after the “small fish” first, 
and then use those successes to land 
the “big fish.” This is like capturing the 
pawns before checkmating the king in 
chess. The press even uses these chess 
terms in describing criminal cases.
5. TAKeS CoMPeTITIVe ZeAl

Success in both law and chess 

requires competitive instincts. In-
deed, chess has a rating system for 
players and law school has class 
rank for students. Chess requires a 
will to win strong enough to main-
tain concentration.

Chess players often experience 
ups and downs during single games, 
as well as tournaments. They must 
cope with adversity, including losing. 
Similarly, a single law school exam 
can be the only basis for the stu-
dent’s class grade, so everything is 
at stake at once, though the student 
has likely worked all semester. Law-
suits can also take years and require 
persistence. My cases and trials were 
always roller coasters with good and 
bad days.

Another similarity is that the 
chess player and lawyer must be well 
prepared. In chess, one can often find 
an opponent’s games online and see 
their playing style. In law, one can 
learn about the judge who will be 
hearing a case and alter one’s ap-
proach accordingly.

Admittedly chess is just a game so 
most people play it for fun, whereas 
practicing law is a profession. Few 
chess players will reach the heights 
of Paul Morphy. Nevertheless, as one 
who has played chess at high levels 
and litigated federal and state court 
cases, I believe that chess develops 
important intellectual, emotional and 
competitive skills that are very useful 
in the legal field.

[the writer is Professor of 
Law, Drake University]
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AMU teachers take out silent 
march protesting CAA

Aligarh (UP), Dec 19 (PTI): 
Several teachers of the 
Aligarh Muslim University 
held silent march opposing 
the Citizens (Amendment) 
Act on Thursday, days af-
ter the institute witnessed 
police crackdown against 
its students who were ag-
itating against the new 
legislation.

The protestors, in-
cluding a large num-
ber of women teachers, 
marched from the AMU 
Teachers Club to the Pu-
rani Chungi crossing and 
circled the campus.

“We want to convey to 
the people of India that 
our struggle against the 
Citizens (Amendment) 
Act will continue peace-
fully within the demo-
cratic framework of the 
system,” AMU Teachers 
Association secretary, 
Professor Najmul Islam 
told PTI.

“We feel that we are 
fighting for the idea of 
India as envisaged by 

the founding fathers of 
the nation. This is not a 
struggle for the rights of 
any particular communi-
ty,” he stressed.

Hundreds of AMU 
students protesting against 
the amended Citizenship 
Act clashed with police on 
Sunday at a campus gate, 
leaving 60 injured. After 
the protest, the adminstra-
tion announced closure of 

the university till January 5. 
The clashes at AMU started 
after an agitation by Delhi’s 
Jamia Millia Islamia stu-
dents against the legislation 
turned violent and police 
used batons and tear gas to 
disperse them.

The Samajwadi Party 
held a protest march on 
Thursday from its city 
office near Jail Road up to 
the Tasvir Mahal cross-

ing where they handed 
over a memorandum to 
the district authorities 
demanding immediate 
revocation of the Citizen-
ship (Amendment) Act.

The district authori-
ties erected barriers pre-
venting the protestors 
from reaching the collec-
torate. Barriers had been 
put up at several areas ad-
joining the AMU campus.

In Aligarh town’s sen-
sitive Upper Court area 
which witnessed major 
protests on Wednesday, 
shopkeepers downed 
their shutters to express 
solidatity with the cause.

In the afternoon, 
however,they opened 
their shops when ten-
sion subsided in differ-
ent parts of the city, po-
lice said.

Air Marshal RD Mathur visits 
Air Force Station at Kurseong

Gangtok, 19 Dec (PIB): 
Air Marshal, RD Mathur, 
Air Officer Command-
ing-in-Chief, Eastern 
Air Command, Indian 
Air Force visited the Air 
Force Station at Kurseong 
on 18 Dec. 

On arrival, the Air 
Marshal was introduced 
to key personnel of the 
station and briefed 
about the station and 
units as well as ongoing 
major projects. 

On his maiden vis-
it to the station, the Air 
Marshal interacted with 
all personnel of the sta-
tion and exhorted them 
to remain operationally 
focused, physically fit, 
mentally agile in highest 
traditions of the IAF.

The Air Marshal was 
accompanied by Pres-
ident Air Force Wives 
Welfare Association (Re-
gional), Shipra Mathur, 
Eastern Air Command. 

They were received 
by Group Captain YK Ba-
jaj, Station Commander 
and President Air Force 
Wives Welfare Associ-
ation (Local), Manisha 
Bajaj.

President AFW-
WA(R), Shipra Mathur 
presided over a meet-
ing with ‘Vayu Sangi-
nis’ of the station and 
showed keen interest 
in welfare activities of 
the station. 

Bengal peaceful as no 
fresh violence reported 

over new citizenship law

Centre scared of historian, says Mamata 
on detention of Ramchandra Guha

Internet restored in some areas of West Bengal

Kolkata Science City unveils 
new ‘time machines’

VCs of Assam varsities appeal 
for peace and harmony

Guwahati, Dec 19 (PTI): 
Vice-Chancellors of about 
20 government and pri-
vate universities in As-
sam, which experienced 
mass protests against 
the amended Citizenship 
Actand mayhem, has ap-
pealed to students on 
Thursday not to endan-
ger their future but help 
in maintaining peace and 
harmony in the state.

The appeal by the 
VCs, published in some 
newspapers here, point-
ed out that the prevailing 
situation in the state may 
affect the future of the 
student community.

“It is everybodys duty 
to ensure that the educa-
tional system in the state 
remains healthy.

“Students and all 
sections of the society 
should cooperate with 
the university author-
ities to ensure that the 

educational calendar 
including the scheduled 
examinations are held 
without any disruption,” 
the appeal said.

“In this era of glo-
balisation, we want the 
student community of 
Assam to march hand in 
hand with the students of 
the world,” the vice-chan-
cellors said.

The students are the 
future resources of the 
state and the vice-chan-
cellors are always there as 
their guardians, they said.

“We appeal to all stu-
dents and their guardians 
to cooperate in maintain-
ing the age-old traditions 
of Assams peace, harmo-
ny, unity, brotherhood 
and friendly relations in 
the state,” they said.

The appeal has been 
signed by Vice-chancel-
lors of Gauhati Universi-
ty, National Law Univer-

sity, Assam Agricultural 
University, Dibrugarh 
University, Tezpur Uni-
versity, Bodoland Uni-
versity, Krishnakanta 
Handique State Open 
University, Srimanta 
Sankardeva Universi-
ty of Health Sciences, 
Madhavdev University, 
Bhattadev University, 
Rabindra Nath Tagore 
University, Assam Wom-
en University, Majuli Cul-
tural University, Kumar 
Bhaskarvarma Sanskrit 
and Ancient Studies Uni-
versity, Assam Science 
and Technology Univer-
sity Assam Rajiv Gandhi 
Samabay University and 
Royal Global University.

The appeal was also 
signed by the Pro Vice- 
chancellor of Assam 
Downtown University, 
registrars of Cotton State 
University and Kaziranga 
University.

Kolkata, Dec 19 (PTI): 
The West Bengal govern-
ment on Thursday after-
noon gave its nod to re-
sumption of internet ser-
vices in Howrah district 
besides Baruipur and 
Canning subdivisions of 
South 24 Parganas dis-
trict, a senior state gov-
ernment official said.

A review was con-
ducted in those areas 
which found that the 
situation had improved 
there and internet ser-
vices could be resumed, 
the official said.

“However, we will 
continue to keep an eye 
on the situation,” he said.

The services were 
back four days after it 

was suspended following 
incidents of violence in 
the wake of the amended 
Citizenship Act.

“Continuous review 
will be done to counter 
any attempt to spread 
fake information on so-
cial media to instigate or 
misinform people which 
can disrupt peace and 
harmony of the state,” 
the official said.

The decision of re-
storing internet services 
fully in Malda, Murshi-
dabad, Uttar Dinajpur 
districts and Basirhat 
and Barasat subdivisions 
of North 24 Parganas dis-
trict will be taken after-
wards, he said. A report 
on the prevailing situa-

tion was awaited from 
these areas, he said.

Internet services 
were blocked in the ar-
eas on Sunday to prevent 
rumour-mongering and 
circulation of fake news, 
especially on social me-
dia, against the conten-
tious Citizenship Act and 
the NRC.

Violent protsts had 
rocked sewveral parts of 
the state over the new 
citizenship law.

Over 600 people have 
been arrested in connec-
tion with their alleged 
involvement in dam-
aging public property 
and spreading rumours 
leading to law and order 
problems, officials said.

Kolkata, Dec 19 (PTI): 
The Science City in Kol-
kata has unveiled a new 
pair of ‘time machines’, 
motion simulators with 
3D projections, officials 
said on Thursday.

Around 15 visitors 
can be accommodated 
in each simulator where 
films on subjects rang-
ing from the Great Wall 
of China to the Roman 
civilisation will be shown 

in 65-inch LED monitors 
with 3D projections, Sci-
ence City Director Sub-
habrata Chaudhuri said.

“Keeping in view the 
immense popularity of 
the earlier version of 
the time machine, which 
attracted around 45 lakh 
visitors or 14.2 per cent of 
the total footfall to Science 
City, we have installed 
these motion simulators,” 
he said. The machines, 

unveiled at Science City 
on Wednesday, have been 
partially funded by the 
Union Ministry of Culture, 
Chaudhuri said.

“We hope people will 
enjoy the shows with po-
laroid glasses that give an 
immersive feeling while 
inside the capsules,” he 
said, adding that the ear-
lier ‘time machine’ was 
shut for maintenance in 
April last year.

Kolkata, Dec 19 (PTI): 
West Bengal was peace-
ful with no fresh incident 
of violence over the new 
citizenship law reported 
so far on Thursday, po-
lice said.

However, stray inci-
dents of clashes between 
groups supporting the 
amended Citizenship 
Act and those oppos-
ing it were reported on 
Wednesday.

Five persons were in-
jured when crude bombs 
were hurled at a protest 
march taken out against 
the new citizenship law 
in North Dinajpur dis-
trict, a police officer said.

The agitators had 
blocked NH 34 for two 
hours against the inci-
dent.

The state had wit-
nessed violence and ar-
son from December 13 
to 17 during protests 
against the new citizen-

ship law. More than 350 
people have been arrested 
for their alleged involve-
ment in the violence.

West Bengal Chief 
Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee, who has been at 
the forefront in oppos-
ing the new citizenship 
law and the NRC, is on 
Thursday scheduled to 
conduct a protest rally 
in Esplanade area in the 
heart of Kolkata.

She had taken out 
three protest marches 
in Kolkata and Howrah 
from December 16 to 18.

The Left parties are 
also scheduled to hold 
a protest march against 
the new citizenship law 
from Ramlila Maidan to 
Lady Brabourne College 
in the city.

Intellectuals are slat-
ed to take out anoth-
er protest march from 
Ramlila Maidan to Hogg 
Market.

Kolkata, Dec 19 (PTI): 
West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee 
on Thursday condemned 
the detention of histori-
an Ramachandra Guha 
and others in Bengaluru 
for staging a demonstra-
tion against the new citi-
zenship law and NRC.

Extending her sol-
idarity with Guha and 
other agitators who were 
detained on Thursday 
morning, Banerjee said 
the Centre was scared of 
one of India’s “most ac-
complished” historians.

“This government is 
scared of students. This 
government is scared of 
one of India’s most ac-
complished historians 
for speaking to the media 
on #CAB #NRC and hold-
ing a poster of GandhiJi. 
I condemn the detention 
of Ram Guha. We extend 
our full solidarity to 
all those detained,” she 

tweeted. As many as 24 
people along with Guha 
were detained by the Ben-
galuru Police when staged 
a protest against Act. Po-
lice said the protesters 
had violated prohibitory 
orders clamped in the city 
against any protest or 
demonstration.

Guha said it was “ab-
solutely undemocratic” 
that police was not al-
lowing even a peaceful 
protest, which is the 
democratic right of the 
citizens.

He was taken away 
by police personnel and 
led to a vehicle parked 
nearby.

Banerjee has been vo-
cal against the NRC and 
the Act and had staged 
three protest marches 
in Howrah and Kolkata 
since Monday.

West Bengal had wit-
nessed violent protests 
against the Act.

Amit Shah is no less than General Dyer: NCP

Mumbai, Dec 19 (PTI): 
NCP leader Nawab Ma-
lik lashed out at Union 
Home Minister Amit 
Shah on Thursday 
over the police action 
against those protest-
ing against the Citizen-
ship Amendment Act 
(CAA), comparing him 
to “General Dyer”.

Malik’s tweet target-
ing Shah echoed Maha-
rashtra Chief Minister 

Uddhav Thackeray’s 
criticism.

Thackeray, whose 
party, Shiv Sena, has 
formed alliance with the 
NCP and the Congress, 
had likened the action 
against students of Jamia 
Milia Islamia Univer-
sity in Delhi during an 
anti-CAA protest to the 
massacre at the Jallian-
wala Bagh.

Reginald Dyer, a Brit-

ish Army officer, ordered 
firing into a crowd at the 
Jallianwala Bagh in Am-
ritsar on April 13, 1919, 
killing at least 400 per-
sons.

“Just like General 
Dyer fired at the Jallian-
wala Bagh, Amit shah is 
firing on people. He is not 
less than General Dyer,” 
Malik, the chief spokes-
person of the Nationalist 
Congress Party, tweeted.
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ronaldo scores soaring header as Juventus beats samp 2-1
Milan, 19 Dec: A superb Cris-
tiano Ronaldo header sent Ju-
ventus three points clear at 
the top of Serie A with a 2-1 
victory at Sampdoria. Paulo 
Dybala’s exquisite volley put 
the champions in front before 
Gianluca Caprari levelled, but 
a remarkable leap and tower-
ing header from Ronaldo on 
the brink of halftime proved 
decisive.

“Ronaldo did something 
that you see in the NBA; he 
was up in the air for an hour 
and a half,” said the Samp-
doria coach, Claudio Ranieri. 
“There’s nothing you can say 
about it, you can only congrat-
ulate him and move on.”

Ronaldo was denied a sec-
ond goal by the offside flag 
late on before Caprari was 
sent off in stoppage time after 
a second yellow card.

“The whole team showed 
the right attitude,” Ronaldo 
told Sky Italia. “It was a good 
goal and I am glad to help 
the team with another three 
points. I had problems with 
my knee for a month but that 
has gone now and I feel good 
physically.”

It was a special night for 
Gianluigi Buffon as the veter-
an goalkeeper equalled Paolo 
Maldini’s record of 647 Serie 
A appearances and set a Ju-
ventus Serie A appearance re-
cord of 479 games, one more 

than Alessandro Del Piero.
Juventus top the table 

with 42 points, although sec-
ond-placed Internazionale 
(39) have a game in hand.

Maurizio Sarri fielded the 
attacking trident of Ronaldo, 
Dybala and Gonzalo Higuaín 
for the second game in a row 
and his side took the lead af-
ter 19 minutes when Dybala 
struck a sublime volley into 
the bottom corner.

Sampdoria drew level 
10 minutes before the break 
when Caprari swept a finish 

past Buffon after a defensive 
mix-up.

Juve, however, went back 
in front through Ronaldo’s 
extraordinary header. The 
Portuguese was calculated 
to have jumped 71 centime-
tres off the ground to meet 
Sandro’s cross at a height of 
2.56 metres, before powering 
home. He has scored five goals 
in his last six appearances for 
Juventus.

Juventus head to Saudi 
Arabia this week where they 
will face the Coppa Italia hold-

ers, Lazio, in the Supercoppa 
Italiana in Riyadh on Sun-
day before the winter break, 
which runs until the first 
weekend of January.

Bayern Munich’s Joshua 
Zirkzee and Serge Gnab-
ry scored stoppage-time 
goals to give the Bunde-
sliga champions a 3-1 win 
at Freiburg on Wednesday 
while Borussia Mönchen-
gladbach joined RB Leipzig 
at the top of the table with a 
2-0 win over Paderborn.

Bayern looked set to drop 

points until Zirkzee scored 
his first Bundesliga goal a 
minute after coming on as a 
substitute, with Gnabry mak-
ing sure of the victory. The 
win, however, could not mask 
Bayern’s defensive weakness-
es, with the team having now 
conceded at least one goal in 
their last four league games.

Bayern got off to a strong 
start, hitting the post through 
Thomas Müller before Robert 
Lewandowski’s 19th league 
goal of the season gave them 
the lead in the 16th minute.

Freiburg, however, gradu-
ally gained control of the mid-
field, attacking with greater 
ease as Bayern were punished 
once more for their compla-
cency. Vincenzo Grifo volleyed 
in to level on the hour, com-
pleting a superb attacking 
move from the hosts.

Zirkzee, the 18-year-old 
Dutch youth international, 
then slipped into the box 
and slotted in from close 
range before Gnabry added 
another. Bayern are third on 
30 points, ahead of fourth-
placed Borussia Dortmund 
on goal difference.

“It was a game with many 
ups and downs. Fortunate-
ly, with a happy finish in the 
end,” Bayern interim coach, 
Hans Flick, told reporters. “At 
the end we had a bit of luck. 
Freiburg played well, they put 
us under pressure.”

On his decision to bring 
on Zirkzee in stoppage time, 
Flick said: “I thought if a cross 
comes in then he could put it 
in. He has been with us [from 
the reserves] for the past 
three weeks and his develop-
ment is very noticeable.”

Second-half goals from 
Alassane Plea and Lars Stindl 
gave Gladbach a comfortable 
2-0 win over Paderborn and 
lifted them to 34 points, sec-
ond on goal difference behind 
RB Leipzig.

Gareth Bale denied with Barcelona 
and real Madrid distracted by protests

India, WI teams arrive in Bhubaneswar for series-deciding oDI

Jamie Vardy penalty sends Leicester 
past Everton in shootout drama

PAUL WILSON
Walton, 19 Dec [theGuardian]: 
Carlo Ancelotti is expected to be 
in the stands when Everton play 
Arsenal on Saturday, and thanks 
to Duncan Ferguson’s stewardship 
he will be watching a vibrant, con-
fident, technically unbeaten side, 
though not one in the last four of 
the Carabao Cup.

Kasper Schmeichel’s two saves 
from the first Everton penalties of 
the shootout saw to that, earning 
Leicester a semi-final against As-
ton Villa, though Ferguson and his 
players could take a lot of pride in 
fighting back from a two-goal inter-
val deficit to claim a normal-time 
draw thanks to a piledriving equal-
iser from Leighton Baines in the 
90th minute. Leicester were worth 
the victory on the balance of play, 
though by the end Goodison was 
jumping again, and there is clearly 
a direct communication between 
Ferguson, his players and the Ever-
ton support that Ancelotti might 
find difficult to emulate.

“I thought we deserved to win, 
but Duncan has given the team 
and the crowd some real spirit,” 
Brendan Rodgers said. “He’s a true 
Evertonian but he’s also a very 
good coach. If it is not his time this 
time I’m sure he’ll get his chance 
soon.” Ferguson looked drained af-
ter the game, partly through disap-
pointment, partly through finding 
it hard to sleep these past couple 
of weeks. “I thought it was going to 
be our night when Leighton hit the 
top corner, but it wasn’t to be,” the 
Everton interim manager said. “We 

needed to be more aggressive in the 
first half but the players gave every 
ounce of energy and I’d like to thank 
them for that. We’ve given the new 
guy something to build on.”

Ayoze Pérez might have giv-
en Leicester an even earlier lead 
when Ricardo Pereira showed a 
turn of speed to reach the byline on 
the right, but though his cut back 
picked out the Leicester forward 
perfectly the finish was hasty and 
high over the bar. When the visi-
tors opened the scoring just before 
the half hour the move was almost 
identical. Again Pereira found him-
self with time and space on the 
right, only this time instead of at-
tempting to beat Baines he crossed 
early and low to find James Maddi-
son, who coolly controlled the ball 
before finding a way past Jordan 
Pickford with the outside of his 
right boot.

It was no more than Leicester 
deserved for the eagerness of their 
approach, and a couple of minutes 
later they went further ahead. 
Maddison’s corner was flicked on 
by Jamie Vardy, even though with 
Mason Holgate in midfield Everton 
had three centre-halves on defen-
sive duty, and it was a simple task 
for Jonny Evans to apply a close-
range finish at the far post.

If ever the home side needed 
the sort of bear-pit atmosphere 
Ferguson demanded before kick-
off it was now, yet by half-time the 
only section of the crowd making 
itself heard was the corner allo-
cated to the Leicester support-
ers. While Ferguson cut the same 

animated figure in the technical 
area as he had in his first match in 
charge against Chelsea, this time 
the response was a delayed one.

Everton might have pulled a 
goal back after an hour had Yerry 
Mina been able to do better with 
a free header from a Baines cor-
ner, before Dennis Praet shot at 
Schmeichel at the other end with 
a chance to make the game safe. 
Vardy’s runs and subtle touches 
had caused problems for Everton’s 
defenders all night, and he almost 
created one of the goals of the sea-
son midway through the second 
half, first by finding space to beat 
the cover, then showing awareness 
to backheel a pass to find Marc 
Albrighton in space. The winger 
knew he had to try a first-time shot 
but his right-foot curler came back 
off the bar.

Leicester regretted that missed 
opportunity almost immediately 
as Tom Davies pulled a goal back 
with a sidefoot volley from Rich-
arlison’s cross, particularly as the 
Goodison atmosphere finally ar-
rived for the last 20 minutes, a fact 
acknowledged by Everton’s caretak-
er manager removing his suit jack-
et in the rain. The substitute Moise 
Kean sent over a cross from the right 
that Dominic Calvert-Lewin rose 
to head over the bar, and Ferguson 
threw an 18-year-old debutant into 
the mix in Anthony Gordon, but 
it was the experienced old hand 
Baines, only playing because of an 
injury to Lucas Digne, who finally 
sent Goodison into rapture with a 
rasping shot from outside the area.

Bhubaneswar, Dec 19 
(PTI): The players of 
both India and the West 
Indies cricket teams ar-
rived here on Thursday 
for the series-deciding 
third One-day interna-
tional, to be played at 
Barabati Stadium in Cut-
tack on Sunday.

The players along 
with the management 
staff were taken to a for-
tified hotel in the state 
capital amidst tight secu-
rity by platoons of armed 
police force.

The match has gener-
ated a lot of enthusiasm 
among cricket lovers 
here as the men in blue 
are coming after a 107-
run victory in the second 
ODI at Visakhapatnam.

India won the T20 In-

ternational series 2-1.
The state police have 

made elaborate security 
arrangements in the twin 
cities of Bhubaneswar 
and Cuttack for the event. 
While players of both the 
teams will stay in Bhu-
baneswar, they will travel 
to Cuttack for both prac-
tice and match on Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday.

While the West In-
dies team is scheduled 
to go for nets on Friday 
morning, the Indian 
players will leave the 
hotel here for practice 
at around 1 pm.

Apart from opening 
a police camp in front of 
the hotel where the play-
ers are being lodged, the 
police had undertaken a 

mock drill of the carcade 
on Wednesday before the 
arrival of teams.

Police said at least 63 
platoons (one platoon 
comprise 30 personnel) 
of the police force and a 
Rapid Action Force con-
tingent comprising 300 
officers have been de-
ployed to maintain law 
and order situation.

SID loWe
Madrid, 19 Dec 
[theGuardian]: It was 
not supposed to be like 
this. The game that al-
ways delivers didn’t, the 
clásico ending 0-0 for the 
first time in 17 years and 
47 games, going back to 
the night someone threw 
a pig’s head at Luís Figo. 
The biggest club rivalry 
in world football, a meet-
ing that has produced 
126 goals in the past 
decade alone, produced 
none here. Only Gareth 
Bale found the net but 
it was ruled out, leaving 
Real Madrid and Barce-
lona taking a point each, 
still level at the top.

At the final whis-
tle there was timid ap-
plause, a few whistles 
too, but mostly there was 
quiet – punctured by the 
PA announcer repeat-
edly telling supporters 
not to leave out of the 
south end of the stadi-
um, where smoke rose 
over the stands. There 
had been trouble there 
during a game that had 
been politically charged, 
with reports suggesting 
46 people had been in-
jured, but inside surpris-
ingly little happened ei-
ther off the pitch or on it. 
Ernesto Valverde said his 
players had not been af-
fected, but it ended up an 
unusually flat occasion, 
played 53 days after it 
was originally scheduled.

No one found a way 
through and as time 
ticked away no one 
looked particularly like-
ly to either. Real Madrid 
will be the more frus-
trated at failing to get a 
goal their manager felt 
they deserved. “I’m very 

pleased with the perfor-
mance,” Zinedine Zidane 
said. “But when you have 
chances, you have to take 
them.” That said, despite 
dominating the first half, 
racking up the shots, few 
of those chances were 
totally clear-cut. There 
were two penalty shouts 
for challenges on Ra-
phaël Varane, though: a 
high foot from Clement 
Lenglet and a tug from 
Ivan Rakitic.

Without Sergio 
Busquets, withdrawn 
with fever just before 
the game, Barcelona 
struggled to find a way 
out from deep and on 
the rare occasions they 
did, they found Casemiro 
waiting. Everything Bar-
celona did seemed to end 
at his feet. Either side, 
Toni Kroos controlled and 
Federico Valverde ran, 
endlessly dashing through 
midfield and arriving at 
the edge of the area then 
dashing back again. Ma-
drid have quite a player 
in the tireless young Uru-
guayan and he fired off 
two volleys, one veering 
wide, the other saved by 
Marc-André ter Stegen.

Casemiro, too, was 
getting involved. He bent 
a shot wide and had a 
header that Gerard Piqué 
cleared off the line. Len-
glet had to block another 
effort from the Brazilian 
who is far more than just 
a stopper.

And yet, as uncom-
fortable as they were, as 
absent as their midfield 
had been, Barcelona had 
opportunities. Maybe 
even clearer ones. Ser-
gio Ramos cleared off the 
line from Lionel Messi. 
There was also a stun-

ning Messi pass which 
dropped at Jordi Alba’s 
feet, seven yards out. He, 
though, scuffed the shot 
– as if he couldn’t believe 
it had actually reached 
him. A minute before the 
break, Luis Suárez’s ball 
just evaded Messi close 
to goal. And early in the 
second half, first Messi 
and then Suárez swiped 
and failed to make full 
contact with the ball. 
Those chances came less 
than a minute apart and 
from a combined dis-
tance of barely 15 yards.

By then, Valverde had 
another shot deflected 
wide, drawing frustrat-
ed, fearful whistles from 
Barcelona fans. Then 
came a brief interrup-
tion as dozens of yellow 
beach balls were thrown 
on to the pitch to chants 
of “Visca Catalunya!”

The game went on, 
Antoine Griezmann more 
involved, substitute Ar-
turo Vidal accelerating 
things, but Barça were 
imprecise in possession 
and vulnerable when 
they lost it. On one occa-
sion when they did, Bale 
thumped the ball into the 
sidenetting. Soon after, 
Bale scored only to see 
the flag up. The wait was 
long, but it confirmed 
that Ferland Mendy had 
been fractionally offside 
before crossing.

Suárez bent wide be-
fore both teams made 
changes, but nothing 
much changed and noth-
ing much happened. 
One late run from 
Suárez died at the feet 
of Casemiro. Of course. 
That, after all, was the 
story of a clásico that, 
for once, was no classic.

Man City to 
face Man Utd 
in League 
Cup semis
london, Dec 19 (AfP): 
Holders Manchester City 
will face Manchester 
United in the semi-fi-
nals of the League Cup 
after both sides saw off 
lower league opposition 
to make the last four on 
Wednesday.

Raheem Sterling’s 
second half double en-
sured City warded off 
a shock to win 3-1 at 
League One Oxford, while 
United ended fourth-tier 
Colchester United’s fairy-
tale run with a 3-0 win at 
Old Trafford.

Leicester set up a 
semi-final meeting with 
Aston Villa after the Fox-
es survived a second half 
fightback from Everton 
to secure their place in 
the last four 4-2 on pen-
alties after a 2-2 draw at 
Goodison Park.

City have won this 
competition for the past 
two seasons with Pep 
Guardiola’s only defeat in 
the League Cup coming 
to United three years ago.

Guardiola’s men will 
have a chance to avenge 
their 2-1 Premier League 
defeat to the Red Devils 
earlier this month when 
the sides clash over two 
legs in January.

“You always want to 
win trophies. We’ve got 
a nice little draw coming 
up, it’ll be exciting times,” 
said United manager Ole 
Gunnar Solskjaer.

“We’ve shown before 
we can do well against 
City.” City made eight 
changes for the trip to 
Oxford, but still named 
a strong side and went 
ahead through Joao 
Cancelo’s first goal for 
the English champions 
midway through the 
first half.

However, Oxford 
went toe-to-toe with 
their illustrous visi-
tors all night and lev-
elled through Matty 
Taylor a minute into 
the second half.

Oxford even had more 
attempts on target than 
City, but did not have the 
predatory instincts of 
Sterling on their side as 
the England internation-
al twice tapped home 
from close range to spare 
City’s blushes.

“It was a tight game 
with the wind making 
things difficult but we 
did well,” said Guardiola, 
who was accompanied 
by assistant Mikel Arte-
ta despite speculation 
suggesting he is set to be 
announced as Arsenal’s 
new manager. “We suf-
fered a lot in the second 
half. At 2-1 they play long 
balls with throw-ins, cor-
ners and we struggled 
but it’s okay.”
- UnITeD PATIenCe 
PAyS off -

Manchester United 
had to be patient before 
seeing off Colchester, 
who had beaten Totten-
ham and Crystal Palace 
to make the last eight.

Marcus Rashford was 
guilty of missing a host 
of chances in a goalless 
first half. However, the 
England forward made 
amends six minutes into 
the second period with a 
calm finish to register a 
career-best 14th goal of 
the season.

Rashford was also 
the creator of Unit-
ed’s other two goals as 
Ryan Jackson turned a 
cross into his own net 
before Anthony Martial 
stretched to convert at 
the back post. 
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Cuba to name first prime minister in 40 years

havana, Dec 19 (AfP): 
Cuba is to resurrect the 
position of prime min-
ister in a parliamentary 
session at the end of the 
week, with President 
Miguel Diaz-Canel nomi-
nating a candidate to the 
post which has remained 
dormant for more than 
40 years.

The last time Cuba 
had a prime minister, it 
was revolutionary hero 
Fidel Castro. However, the 
position was abolished in 
1976 when Castro transi-
tioned to the presidency, 
taking over from Osvaldo 
Dorticos after the coun-
try’s constitution was re-
structured.

No one knows yet 
who will be appointed, 

and the general public is 
in the dark as to what the 
role will even entail.

“I don’t know what his 
functions will be, I imag-
ine that he’ll be helping 
that poor Diaz-Canel who 
never stops, going here 
and there trying to sort 
out the country,” said Ma-
ria Fernandez, a 65-year-
old pensioner.

Parliament will meet 
on Friday and Saturday 
before appointing the 
prime minister based on 
a proposal by Diaz-Canel.

The new official 
will become “head of 
government” for a five-
year term.

Diaz-Canel’s nomina-
tion must then receive 
an absolute majority in 

a National Assembly vote, 
according to the country’s 
new constitution, which 
was approved in April. 
The appointment will also 
have to be ratified by the 
omnipotent Communist 
Party led by former pres-
ident Raul Castro.

Fidel Castro was a 
unique prime minister 
“given the weight of his 
persona,” said Cuban pro-
fessor Arturo Lopez-Levy 
of Holy Names University 
in California.

“Ultimate power in 
the country was in Fi-
del’s” hands during his 
time as prime minis-
ter from 1959-76, even 
though Dorticos was 
president and head of 
state, Lopez-Levy said.

The appointment of a 
prime minister may sig-
nify a separation of pow-
ers but Lopez-Levy in-
sisted that in Cuba it rep-
resents more of a “sepa-
ration of functions” given 
the communist concept 
of political unity and the 
fact that the country is a 
one-party state.

State bulletin Gran-
ma said Diaz-Canel will 
“assist the prime minis-
ter” in running the gov-
ernment.

Under parameters es-
tablished by the constitu-
tion the candidate must 
come from the 605-mem-
ber National Assembly, 
be at least 35, “be a Cu-
ban citizen by birth and 
hold no other national-

ity”. The premier will be 
able to hire and fire state 
employees and will have 
overall control of provin-
cial governors, another 
position restored under 
the new constitution.

Predicting who will 
be picked from a transi-
tional Cuban government 
is tricky. Diaz-Canel could 
choose from any one of 
five vice presidents as 
well as his ministers.

In Diaz-Canel’s ap-
proximately 20 months 
as president he’s re-
placed a large part of 
his cabinet -- only three 
remain from Raul Cas-
tro’s presidency: Armed 
Forces Minister Leopol-
do Cintra Frias, Interior 
Minister Julio Cesar Gan-
darilla, and Secretary of 
the Council of Ministers 
Jose Amado Guerra.

If the prime minister 
is chosen from among 
the vice presidents, Lo-
pez-Levy said Jorge Luis 
Tapia, 55, a former re-
gional first secretary of 
the Communist Party, 
was his prediction.

“I’d pick Jorge Luis 
Tapia for his economic 
and experience profile,” 
Lopez-Levy said. “In any 
case, I think you need to 
look further afield to the 
National Assembly.”

As well as designating 
a prime minister, parlia-
ment must also ratify or 
approve the 26 members 
of the cabinet.

India has institutions to address human 
rights, religious freedom concerns: US

Masterminds of Philippines’ 
worst political massacre jailed

Russia to decide on 
appeal against doping ban

The masterminds of the 
Philippines’ worst po-
litical massacre were 
found guilty Thursday of 
murder a decade after 
they led the killings of 58 
people, rare convictions 
of powerful figures in a 
country notorious for its 
culture of impunity.

However with dozens 
of other accused gunmen 
acquitted, and 80 sus-
pects never having been 
caught, relatives of the 
victims as well as rights 
groups gave a mixed re-
sponse to the verdicts.

Leaders of the pow-
erful Ampatuan family 
dynasty orchestrated 
the November 23, 2009, 
killings in a remote part 
of the conflict-plagued 
south of the Philippines 
in a bid to quash an elec-
tion challenge from a ri-
val clan.

Thirty-two journal-
ists, travelling in a con-
voy to report on the filing 
of an Ampatuan rival’s 
election candidacy, were 
among those murdered, 
making the killings one 
of the worst ever globally 
of media workers.

A Manila court on 
Thursday found 43 peo-
ple guilty as principals or 
accessories to 57 of the 
murders.

They were found not 
guilty of the 58th murder 
because the body of the 
final victim was never re-
covered.

Andal Ampatuan Jnr, 
who had been planning 
to succeed his namesake 
father by running for 
governor of Maguindan-
ao province, was among 
those found guilty of 
murder.

As principal suspects, 
Ampatuan Jnr and 27 
others -- including seven 
of his relatives -- were 
each sentenced to at least 
30 years in jail without 
parole.

“Their acts were de-

liberate and obviously in 
pursuance of their plan 
to kill,” the court ruling 
read.

Fourteen members 
of the local police and a 
member of the Ampatu-
an family’s armed mili-
tia force were sentenced 
to between eight and 10 
years in prison as acces-
sories.

However two clan 
leaders and more than 
50 other police officers 
and alleged members 
of the Ampatuan militia 
were acquitted.

The cases against 
them had not been 
proved beyond a reason-
able doubt, according to 
the court ruling.

Eighty suspects also 
remain at large.

“This makes us sad 
and happy at the same 
time, because (only) 
some of the major sus-
pects were convicted,” 
Esmael Mangudadatu, 
the Ampatuans’ rival, 
told reporters outside 
the courtroom.

The massacre unfold-
ed when Mangudadatu 
sent his wife and two sis-
ters to file his candidacy 
for governor of Maguind-
anao province in an open 
challenge to the Ampatu-
ans.

Gunmen blocked the 
convoy, which included 
the journalists, and herd-
ed them to a nearby hill 
where they were killed in 
a hail of gunfire and bur-
ied in mass graves, along 
with their vehicles, pros-
ecutors said.

The Ampatuans had 
until then ruled Maguin-
danao and were allowed 
to build a heavily armed 
militia by then-presi-
dent Gloria Arroyo to 
serve as a buffer against 
a long-running Muslim 
insurgency in the region.

The murders had cast 
a spotlight on the Philip-
pines’ notorious culture 

of impunity, in which 
powerful and wealthy 
politicians and business-
men often operate above 
the law.

Human Rights Watch 
Philippines researcher 
Carlos Conde described 
Thursday’s events as 
“partial justice”, citing 
the acquittal of more 
than 50 suspects and 
others remaining at large 
as the main concerns.

“The broader signif-
icance, however, of the 
guilty verdict of the prin-
cipal Ampatuan suspects 
clearly indicate a victory 
for justice. This signifies 
to Filipino politicians 
that they will pay a price 
for abusing the rights of 
constituents.”

The Philippines’ main 
media union offered a 
similar response.

“These people have 
won a great victory to-
day, but they remain in 
danger,” National Union 
of Journalists of the Phil-
ippines chairman Jose 
Espina told reporters in 
Manila.

Amnesty Internation-
al regional director Nich-
olas Bequelin called the 
verdict “a critical step 
towards justice for vic-
tims of one of the worst 
killings of journalists in 
history,” but called on 
Manila to find and pros-
ecute the other suspects.

During the case’s 
years of delays, patriarch 
Andal Ampatuan Snr and 
seven other defendants 
died, while some wit-
nesses were murdered.

The Ampatuans re-
main a political force in 
the south.

Ampatuan family 
members won 25 local 
seats in May elections in-
cluding Sajid Ampatuan, 
who was among those 
acquitted Thursday but 
did not show up in court. 
Sajid is one of Ampatuan 
Jnr’s brothers.

Moscow, Dec 19 (AfP): 
Russia’s anti-doping 
agency will on Thursday 
decide whether to launch 
an appeal against a four-
year ban from major 
sporting events over sys-
tematic violations, a pro-
hibition denounced by 
the country’s leadership 
as politically motivated.

The supervisory 
board of RUSADA will 
hold a meeting and is 
widely expected to an-
nounce its formal rejec-
tion of the December 9 
decision by WADA to ban 
Russia for non-compli-
ance.

This formal disagree-
ment with WADA would 
trigger the process of 
appeal against the ban 
at the Lausanne-based 
Court of Arbitration for 
Sport.

RUSADA supervisory 
board chairman Alex-
ander Ivlev is due to an-
nounce the decision at 
1000 GMT.

The World Anti-Dop-
ing Agency (WADA) on 
December 10 banned 
Russia for four years 
from major global sport-
ing events, including the 
2020 Tokyo Olympics 
and the 2022 World Cup 
in Qatar, over manipulat-
ed doping data.

Under the sanctions, 
Russians will still be al-
lowed to compete at the 
Olympics next year and the 
2022 Beijing Winter Olym-
pics, but only as neutrals 
and if they can demonstrate 
that they were not part of 
what WADA believes was a 
state-sponsored system of 
doping.

Russian President 
Vladimir Putin slammed 
the ban as a “political-
ly motivated” ruling 
that “contradicted” the 
Olympic Charter. Prime 
Minister Dmitry Med-
vedev lamented it was 
“the continuation of 
this anti-Russian hys-
teria that has already be-
come chronic.”

- ‘Inefficient and use-
less’ -

=========
The expected con-

firmation of an appeal 
will coincide with the 
annual marathon press 
conference of Putin, also 
on Thursday afternoon, 
where the president is 
set to again take a posi-
tion on the issue.

The director general 
of RUSADA, Yuri Ganus, 
who has long argued for 
a major crackdown by 
Russia against doping 
cheats, said he expected 
the supervisory board to 
appeal but strongly op-
posed the move.

“The board will de-
cide to appeal,” he told 
AFP. “I believe this to be 
inefficient and useless.”

Ganus, whose rigor-
ous stance puts him at 
odds with his own gov-
ernment and supervi-
sory board, argues that 
Moscow needs to accept 
the sanctions and own up 
to its faults in order to be 
able to reform.

The suspension was 
handed to Russia over 
falsifying data from a 
doping testing labora-
tory that was handed to 
WADA earlier this year 
as part of the compliance 
re-instatement process.

The significant ex-
tent of state-sponsored 
doping in Russia, notably 
between 2011 and 2015, 
was revealed in the inde-
pendent report by sports 
lawyer Richard McLaren, 
released in 2016.

The issue has dealt a 
colossal blow to the sta-
tus of post-Soviet Russia 
as a major sports power 
after hosting events such 
as the 2013 World Ath-
letics Championships, 
the 2018 World Cup and 
the 2014 Winter Olym-
pics in Sochi.

The Sochi Games lat-
er became notorious for 
the number of doping 
violations by prominent 
Russian athletes. 

By Lalit K Jha
Washington, Dec 19 
(PTI): India is a vibrant 
democracy and has insti-
tutions to address con-
cerns of religious free-
dom and human rights, 
the US has said, refusing 
to treat the country at 
par with other nations on 
such issues which consti-
tute the core of its values 
and diplomacy.

The remarks made 
by a State Department 
official have come in the 
wake of widespread pro-
tests held across India 
against the Citizenship 
Amendment Act (CAA). 
According to the CAA, 
members of Hindu, Sikh, 
Buddhist, Jain, Parsi and 
Christian communities 
who have come from Pa-
kistan, Bangladesh and 
Afghanistan till Decem-
ber 31, 2014 following 
religious persecution 
there will get Indian cit-
izenship.

The protesters claim 
that the legislation is 
“unconstitutional and 
divisive” as it excludes 
Muslims.

A Senior State De-
partment official told a 
group of reporters fol-
lowing the conclusion of 
the 2+2 ministerial here 
that human rights and 
religious freedom were a 
core issue for the Trump 
administration and for 
Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo.

The Secretary during 
a joint press conference 
noted that India is a vi-
brant democracy, said 
the official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity.

“There is a debate 
going on in India over 
this very legislation. It’s 
a legislation that will be 
reviewed by the courts. 
It’s being protested by 
political parties. It’s be-
ing debated in the media. 

All of these institutions 
exist in a democratic In-
dia and so we respect 
that process,” said the 
senior State Department 
official.

The official was re-
sponding to a question 
on protests in India on 
CAA.

The official said at the 
same time, the US would 
continue to express its 
concerns on this issue.

“I think as (US) Am-
bassador (on Interna-
tional Religious Freedom, 
Samuel) Brownback has 
already commented, we 
have concerns about re-
ligious criteria, but again, 
this is a piece of legis-
lation now, an act, that 
is continuing to be re-
viewed within the Indian 
system,” the official said.

Noting that the US 
regularly raises these 
issues with India, the of-
ficial, however, did not 
confirm if the develop-
ments post CAA featured 
during the talks at the 
State Department on 
Wednesday.

Pompeo met Exter-
nal Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar for a bilateral 
meeting. Thereafter, they 
were joined by the De-
fence Minister Rajnath 
Singh and Defence Sec-
retary for the second 2+2 
dialogue here.

Did you seek any spe-
cific assurances on re-
storing those services in 
Kashmir, any ultimatum 
of any sort on that issue? 
the senior state depart-
ment official was asked 
by a reporter.

“This is not a rela-
tionship where we deal 
in ultimatums. Again, 
I think this is a coun-
try, a democracy where 
these policies are being 
voted on, they’re being 
debated, they’re being 
reviewed by a judiciary, 

and so I would not use 
that terminology,” the of-
ficial said in response to 
the question.

Asked about Kashmir, 
the citizenship law, criti-
cism of the Modi govern-
ment’s attitude toward 
Muslims and whether In-
dia under Prime minister 
Narendra Modi is headed 
in the wrong direction, 
the official said, “I would 
not. I think what we see 
in India is, again, a vi-
brant democracy”.

“I would remind you 
that in the May elections 
67 per cent of the Indian 
people came out to vote, 
that was the largest per-
centage of women voters 
that we’ve seen. It was 
peaceful, it was contest-
ed, it was contested at na-
tional-level politics, at lo-
cal-level politics. We have 
to respect that process,” 
the official asserted.

“There may be indi-
vidual policies that are 
going to evoke concern. 
We will express our con-
cern, we engage with the 
Indian Government regu-
larly on the full spectrum 
of issues. But you can’t 
ignore that these are not 
policies that are being 
done in the dark, and so 
we have to respect that 
debate, and as well as 
add our voice to it when 
appropriate,” said the se-
nior official.

The US has discussed 
its concern over what the 
roadmap is in Kashmir 
to a return to economic 
and political normalcy, 
and what has concerned 
the administration about 
the actions in Kashmir 
are the prolonged deten-
tions of political leaders 
as well as other residents 
of the Valley, in addition 
to the restrictions that 
continue to exist on cell 
phone coverage and in-
ternet, the official said.
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CASUAL CUTIE! The model, Kate Upton steps out 
wearing workout gear and a big smile in The Big Apple.
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Aries: Can you really take off from where 
you left it? Something to think about when 
a certain somebody from your past makes a 
comeback. The connection you share is just 
as strong, but that doesn’t mean you share 
the same values and have the same life 
goals. It’s best to have an open conversation 
about the life you envision rather than get-
ting caught up in a world of illusions. Ditto 
for Ariens in love.
Tip: Open and honest communication is the 
way forward.
TAurus: Anger often narrows our vision, 
clouding our ability to look at the entire 
picture. Love and compassion, on the other 
hand, help us get out of the maze and look at 
the bigger picture. Be the bigger person today 
(and everyday). Trust that the matter will re-
solve itself in a fair and just manner. On the 
upside, some of you may be presented with the 
opportunity to mix and mingle today.
Tip: Look at the situation through the eyes 
of love.
Gemini: Close your eyes, take a deep 
breath and rewind to 2017. Now let’s go 

further down memory lane. Picture what 
your life was like in 2015. The struggles 
that threatened to bring you down and the 
patterns you were trying to break free from. 
Take a moment to acknowledge how far you 
have come. 
Tip: Your desires are now within your reach.
CAnCer: Where are you in your journey, 
Cancer? Are you ready to commit for the 
long haul, or do you need some time to fig-
ure out your headspace first? Be honest with 
yourself and then the other. Truth is, they’re 
ready to go all in. Not knowing where you 
are at could throw them off. Coupled Cance-
rians, however, are likely to experience the 
bliss or cosmic union. 
Leo: Channel your inner DIY Queen this 
week. Need a new lamp? Upcycle the left-
over wine bottles from last night. Need a 
new outfit for an office party? Sew some se-
quins onto that vintage jacket or break out 
the dress you have saving for an eternity 
now. Every penny saved is a penny earned, 
Leo. Given that we’re in the midst of the 
holiday season, it will be easy for you to 

get carried away. Bring yourself back to the 
present when you do, and remind yourself of 
your financial goals.
Tip: Channeling your inner DIY Queen will 
help you cut down on a few expenses.
VirGo: A new world is opening up for 
you, Virgo. A world that reverberates with 
joy, hope, inspiration and passion. Did your 
surroundings change overnight or did you 
work on your consciousness? You already 
know the answer to this one. What this phase 
of your life demands: a little more kindness 
and compassion for everybody around you, 
including those who trigger you and make 
your question your sanity. 
Tip: Your secret ingredients are kindness 
and compassion.
LibrA: On the cards for you today: radical 
change, on both an internal and external lev-
el. But you’ve been preparing for this for a 
long time now. You’re ready to let go of the 
beliefs that no longer serve you and the ego 
self. What you are making way for: a rela-
tionship based on truth and honesty. 
Tip: You have been preparing for radical change.

sCorpio: Sometimes the balance we are 
seeking can only be found inside. See how 
and where you need to readjust the scales. 
As you do, you will experience a sense of 
calm on the outside. Everything will fall into 
place when you let go of the need to get to 
the finish line. 
Tip: Readjust the scales on an internal level.
sAGiTTArius: “No matter how quali-
fied or deserving we are, we will neve reach 
a better life until we can imagine it for our-
selves and allow ourselves to have it,” wrote 
American writer, Richard Bach. Something 
you think about when you find yourself un-
dermining your abilities. There’s no doubt 
you have hit rock bottom. What makes you 
feel you won’t be able to build a brand new 
life for yourself? 
Tip: Start over.
CApriCorn: Here’s some advice cour-
tesy Christina Yang from Grey’s Anatomy: 
“He might be very dreamy but he is not the 
sun. You are. Do not let what he wants eclipse 
what you need.” Understand how, where, and 
why you are giving away your power, and call 

it back to you this very second.  
Tip: Call your power back.
AquArius: That Gucci bag can wait un-
til next year, Aquarius. Pay your bills, clear 
your debts, and renovate your studio so you 
have a safe space to create and express. 
While you’re at it, clear out the clutter and 
restock your pantry with whole foods and 
multivitamins. You are renewing your mem-
bership to the self-care club and it’s making 
you feel like a green god(dess). Want to up 
your fitness regimen while you are at it? 
Tip: You are commiting to your self-care 
goals with a newfound fervour.
pisCes: When you’re undergoing im-
mense transformation, it is unlikely that 
you will relate to the world around you in 
the same manner. You’re starting to see your 
old friendships in a new light. While some 
of them nurture you deeply, others leave you 
drained and grasping for breath. Accept the 
cycle of life and death. If there is something 
that has run its course, it’s best to step away 
so you can gain perspective.
Tip: Step away from the noise.

Deepika, Siddhant and Ananya 
to star in Shakun Batra’s next

mother of 6ix9ine’s child reacts to rapper’s sentencing

Joan Cusack, 
Mary holland 

to recur in 
‘homecoming’ 

season 2
los Angeles, Dec 19 (PTI): 
Actors Joan Cusack and Mary 
Holland are set to feature in 
recurring roles on the second 
season of psychological thrill-
er drama “Homecoming”. The 
Amazon series comes from 
Sam Esmail, who helmed the 
first season of show starring 
Julia Roberts. Esmail will not 
direct any episodes of the 
sophomore season.

Kyle Patrick Alvarez is 
serving as director this time. 
He is also attached to exec 
produce, reported Deadline.

The new chapter will 
move away from the popu-
lar Gimlet Media’s podcast 
from Eli Horowitz and Micah 
Bloomberg on which the de-
but season was based and 
will introduce new characters. 
Cusack will play the role of an 
Army officer with an uncon-
ventional approach to the job 
named Francine Bunda.

Holland will portray Wen-
dy, an ambitious executive in 
Geist’s R&D department.

Roberts will also not star 
in the upcoming season but 
like Esmail, she too will con-
tinue her association with 
the show in the capacity of an 
executive producer.

Time to protest on social media 
alone is over: Farhan Akhtar

Salman Khan’s Dabangg 3 Makers 
‘Voluntarily’ Edited Out Scenes From Title Song

The mother of Daniel “Tekashi 6ix-
9ine” Hernandez’s child, Sara Moli-

na, doesn’t appear to be too happy about 
the rapper’s sentencing. On Wednesday, 
the controversial artist received two 
years in prison with five years of super-
vised release, a much smaller 
amount of time than the 37 
years he was originally facing. 
In a series of since-deleted In-
stagram Stories posts, Molina 
took issue with what Hernan-
dez had to say for himself when 
he took the stand.

“I wanted the world to see 
me as an example, that you are 
in control of where you go,” the 
rapper told the judge. “I used 
my platform to push the mes-
sage, if I did, why can’t you? I 
gave people hope.”

After his comments in court 
started to surface online, Moli-
na wrote, “LMFAOOO... ‘What-
ever sounds good’ I guess.” She later di-
rectly quoted his comment about hope, 
and added, “This n***a thinks he’s a 
ProPheT of GoD lMfAooo hUrD 
yoU MoSeS.”

In a third post, she highlighted a 
comment from the judge mentioning 
their daughter. “As a result of your musi-
cal career, you could have gotten the ad-
vise of security people, and presumably 
lawyers and accountants,” Judge Engel-
mayer said. “I have sentenced hundreds 
of defendants for gang activity. Your 
daughter had nothing to do with your 

decision.” Following her Instagram com-
ments, she sat down for an interview 
with TMZ. “My daughter has never been 
a priority for him at all whatsoever,” she 
explained. “The judge said it himself, like, 
your daughter has nothing to do with the 

decisions you’ve made. You were already 
set, you didn’t have to do it.”

She accused him of using their 
daughter as “a prop to gain sympathy,” 
and said she ultimately felt used by him. 
“He’s not a changed person, I don’t think 
he is,” she added. “He has gone this whole 
year without reaching out, checking on my 
daughter.” Molina additionally alleged that 
6ix9ine’s brother reached out after she 
hadn’t heard from the rapper or his family 
for a year, asking if his defense could bring 
their daughter to court. “On his brother’s 
support letter he couldn’t even get my 

daughter’s age right. They said she was 
six, my daughter is four.”

She said she isn’t receiving child sup-
port payments from him, but she also 
“doesn’t want it.” She said, “I already 
know what comes with it, and I’d rather 

not have those strings and that type of 
chaos that he comes with just for me.” 

While Hernandez’s father did not get 
an opportunity to talk during the hear-
ing today, he was asked for his thoughts 
outside the courthouse. “I feel glad that 
he’s safe in there,” he said. “There noth-
ing gonna happen. Outside... They gon-
na try to kill him. All the stuff that he 
was saying... I don’t have to explain. 
It’s a serious situation, he’s a target.” 
He was later asked what he thought of 
his son’s tattoos, to which he laughed 
and said, “I like them.”

The makers of Salman 
Khan’s Dabangg 3 have 

announced that they have 
“voluntarily” removed certain 
scenes from the film’s title track 
Hud Hud Dabangg. The film was 
dragged into a controversy af-
ter a Hindu outfit objected to a 
sequence in the title song that 
featured saffron-clad sadhus 
dancing with guitars.

Taking to Twitter, the of-
ficial handle of Salman Khan 
Films posted, “Keeping every-
one’s sentiments in mind, we 
have voluntarily edited certain 
scenes from the song Hud Hud 
Dabangg.” The studio, howev-

er, did not disclose the details 
of the scenes removed from 
the song. Earlier this month, 
Salman had addressed the 
controversy around the song, 
saying some people were try-
ing to “get fame” by making 
noise about the scene.

“The song is ours and it 
is there for quite sometime. 
People are just trying to get 
fame by linking them with 
us. They get publicity and it 
is ok. Some fans also support 
them,” the 53-year-old super-
star had said at the launch of 
the song Munna Badnaam. 
Salman had also said that it 

has become sort of a norm 
in the movie business that 
whenever a big film is get-
ting ready for release, it gets 
struck by a controversy.

“Every time a big film 
comes there is always some 
controversy around it. At 
least, it is acknowledged that 
this is a big film and I’’m hap-
py about it... Controversies 
do happen, they get cleared. I 
don’’t think there is anything 
in this film, that a controver-
sy can be created,” he said.
Dabangg 3, directed by Pra-
bhu Deva, is scheduled to be 
released on Friday.

Mumbai, Dec 18 (PTI): Bollywood actor 
Farhan Akhtar on Wednesday said he will be 
hitting the streets to protest against the Citi-
zenship Amendment Act as he believes that 
the time to express outrage on social 
media alone is over.

The actor took to Twitter 
to announce that he will be 
partaking in a protest to be 
held on Thursday at Au-
gust Kranti Maidan here.

“See you on the 19th 
at August Kranti Maidan, 
Mumbai. The time to pro-
test on social media alone 
is over,” Farhan said.

The actor also shared an 
image that sought to explain 
the ramifications of the Citizen-
ship Amendment Act and the National 
Register of Citizen (NRC).

According to the amended act, mem-
bers of Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist, Jain, Parsi and 
Christian communities, who had come from 
Pakistan, Bangladesh and Afghanistan till De-

cember 31, 2014, and were facing religious 
persecution, will not be treated as illegal im-
migrants but given Indian citizenship.

Farhan’s response came three 
days after Delhi Police ac-

tion against the students 
of Jamia Millia Islamia 

University on Sunday. 
The police entered 
the campus after a 
protest against the 
Act by the students 
turned violent.

Many from the 
film fraternity in-

cluding his father 
veteran screenwrit-

er Javed Akhtar, ac-
tors Mohammad Zeeshan 

Ayyub, Parineeti Chopra, 
Sidharth Malhotra, filmmakers 

Vishal Bhardwaj and Anurag Kashyap, and 
Hollywood actor John Cusack expressed 
solidarity with the youth over the police 
crackdown inside the campus.

Mumbai, Dec 19 (PTI): Deepika Padukone, 
Siddhant Chaturvedi and Ananya Panday 
have been roped in as the leads in director 
Shakun Batra’s next directorial.

The yet-to-be-titled project will mark next 
step in Batra’s collaboration with produc-
er-director Karan Johar after “Ek Main Aur 
Ekk Tu” (2012) and “Kapoor & Sons” (2016).

Described as a relation-
ship drama, Shakun said 
the film will see its char-
acter finding themselves 
“stuck in a morally ambig-
uous zone”.

“I have had a wonder-
ful journey with Karan and 
his production house for 
almost a decade now, and I 
can’t wait to get back into 
the director’s chair for my 
next,” the director said in a 
statement.

Karan and Shakun will produce the film 
alongside Apoorva Mehta.

“Shakun has directed one of the most ac-
claimed films of Dharma Productions ‘Kapoor 
& Sons’.

“With this movie, he also turns producer 
with us. His upcoming directorial is an in-
triguing relationship drama, which will re-

lease on Valentine’s Day 2021. I am proud and 
excited about Shakun’s vision as a versatile 
filmmaker,” Karan said.

The film will go on floors early next years 
with a release date of February 12, 2021.

Deepika is currently awaiting the release 
of acid attack survivor story “Chhapaak”. The 
Meghna Gulzar-directed movie will bow out 

on January 10. Siddhant’s next will be “Bunty 
Aur Babli 2” opposite newcomer Sharvari. 
The film, produced by Yash Raj Films, will re-
lease in 2020.

Ananya, who most recently featured in 
“Pati Patni Aur Woh”, will next star in “Khaali 
Peeli” opposite Ishaan Khatter. The film has a 
June release date.


