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We have people’s power to match 
SDF’s money power: Golay

SKM CONCLUDES 
YUVA-NARI 
CONVENTION 
WITH DECADAL 
CELEBRATION 
OF ROLU PUJA 
& PICNIC

SOME ANNOUNCEMENTS MADE BY SKM 
PRESIDENT PS TAMANG AT ROLU

 Develop inancial stability of local youth by supporting them to do con-
tract works under which they will not need to submit TDRs and instead 
keep security deposit like land parcha or bank security to receive work 
order.

 Equal pay for equal work will be extended to government workers and 
also private sector.

 Non gazette employees will be appointed on non transferable jobs so that 
they work in their native areas. 

 GST will be removed using Article 371F of the Constitution and the State 
will develop its own revenue rules. 

BIKASH CHETTRI
N , 21 D :

Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha completed its 1st 

Yuva-Nari Convention 
with the party’s decadal 
celebration of Rolu Puja 
and Picnic here at Rolu 
with a strong gather-
ing of supporters today. 
SKM party president 
PS Tamang [Golay] was 
present as chief guest 
accompanied by Sangha 
MLA Sonam Lama, party 
working president KN 
Lepcha and other senior 
and youth leaders. 

Mr Tamang opened 
his address with the 
announcement that 
SKM has divine bless-
ings which is why it has 
reached this level of pop-
ularity despite years of 
struggle and travails.  

He thanked all sup-
porters and party work-
ers who stayed with 
the party through this 
struggle for change. Re-
calling the days of the 
first Rolu puja and picnic, 
he reminisced how those 

who attended that irst 
event faced many trou-
bles in the hands of the 
State Government. 

The government’s 
attempts to use victim-
ization and court cases 
to dissuade SKM sup-
porters, Mr Tamang said, 
have come to naught be-
cause the party has not 
only held together but 

also grown in strength 
over the years. 

“I salute all the sup-
porters who struggled 
for parivartan. I myself 
am one of them. It was 
after the Rolu picnic that 
the Vigilance case was 
reopened against me and 
even my wife, who is a 
teacher, was included in 
a Vigilance case. Today, 

after these long years, we 
are here in such strength 
and have built a strong 
base for change,” he said.

He also alleged that 
the Sikkim Democratic 
Front and its president 
only have money power 
left to remain in of ice 

turn to pg05

Teyongsi Sirijunga Sawan Tongnam 
greetings from Governor and CM

CS and Home 
Deptt move 
into Tashiling 
Secretariat
G , 21 D  (IPR): 
The New Tashiling Sec-
retariat was inaugu-
rated by Chief Minister 
Pawan Chamling on 04 
Dec, 2018. The Govern-
ment has directed that 
the Departments allotted 
of ice space in the New 
Tashiling Secretariat 
to shift and start func-
tioning from their new 
of ices by 02 Jan, 2019. 
In compliance with this, 
the of ice of the Chief 
Secretary and the Home 
Department shifted into 
the New Tashiling Secre-
tariat and started func-
tioning from there on 14 
Dec, 2018.

Marching towards a Disaster Resilient NE with Child Cantered Preparedness strategies 
SIKKIM HOSTS 
REGIONAL 
CONSULTATION 
ON EMERGENCY 
PREPAREDNESS

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 21 D :

The three-day regional lev-
el consultation on Child 

Cantered Emergency Pre-
paredness concluded yester-
day with a very strong com-
mitment made by the eight 
participating NE states to 
ensure a life for children with 
reduced loss due to disasters. 

The regional level con-
sultation was organised 
jointly by SSDMA, NDMA, 
UNICEF and Oxfam India in 

Gangtok, Sikkim. 
While addressing the 

participants, Gangtok Mayor, 
Shakti Singh Chaudhury, men-
tioned, “I hope this region-
al level consultation will 
help you to bring discern-
ible changes in the existing 
practices related to disas-
ter preparedness in your 
respective states”.

The three day consulta-
tion helped the participants 
review their disaster pre-
paredness plans and make 
new commitments towards 
ensuring a better future for 
children with enhanced di-
saster management system 
and practices. 

Measures taken by the 
Government of Sikkim to en-
sure a disaster resilient state 

helped the participants un-
derstand the importance of 
organised planning in the 
context of disasters. 

While thanking the partic-
ipants for their active partici-
pation during the valedictory 
session, Ringzing Chewang, 
Special Secretary, Land Rev-

enue and Disaster Manage-
ment, remarked, “Sikkim has 
taken a very effective step to-
wards ensuring a child can-
tered emergency prepared-
ness by integrating Disaster 
Risk Reduction messages 
into the school curriculum. 
Sikkim and Kerala are the 

two states that have done 
this till date and I expect all 
the NE states will explore 
ways to introduce the same in 
their school curriculum.”

While explaining the fu-
ture plans to ensure the con-
tinuation of efforts to carry 
forward the learning from the 

consultation, GC Khanal, Addl 
Director, SDMA, said, “This 
consultation will be followed 
up with state speci ic plans to 
ensure child centered emer-
gency preparedness planning 
and implementation. Though 
any disaster impacts the over-
all population but our expe-
rience made us understand 
the fact the children get worst 
affected. Thus, introducing 
child cantered emergency 
management is highly recom-
mended for all the states.”

A total of 60 participants 
from the eight NE states took 
part in the consultation and 
expressed their appreciation 
for the innovative measures 
taken by the government of 
Sikkim towards making it a 
disaster resilient state.

Wok XI retains Sikkim Inter-Church Football trophy
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 21 D : 

Defending champion, 
Wok XI, has once 

again lifted the cham-
pions’ trophy of Sikkim 
Inter Church Football 
Tournament played here 
at Paljor Stadium. 

In the inals of the 
seventh edition of the 
tournament played this 
afternoon, Wok XI out-
played a strong ight by In-
dian Catholic Youth Move-
ment [ICYM], Sikkim, 3-0 
to emerge champions of 
the tournament for a sec-
ond consecutive time.

Wok XI had reached 
inals beating Chris-

tian Revival Church, Si-
chey, in the semi- inals, 

while ICYM outplayed 
HFC-United to secure its 
berth in the inals.

Tondup Lepcha 
scored a brace for Wok XI 
while his teammate Tom-
chan Lepcha contributed 

a goal to the victory of 
the team.

The inal match had 
P C E - c u m - S e c r e t a r y, 
Roads & Bridges De-
partment, GT Dhungel, 
as chief guest, accompa-

nied by Special Secretary, 
UD&HD, MT Sherpa, as 
guest of honour. 

The winning team 
received a cash prize of 
Rs 30,000 along with a 
trophy while Rs 20,000 

and trophy was given to 
runners-up team.

Ambrose Diyali 
of Mazzaroth Church 
emerged the Highest 
Scorer for his 6 goals in 
the tournament while the 
Best Goalkeeper trophy 
was presented to Rakesh 
Pradhan of Christian 
Revival Church, Sichey, 
and the Best Disciplined 
Team trophy went to Em-
bassy of Hope, Samdur. 

Binay Subba of Man-
gan United was adjudged 
the Most Promising Play-
er and Prabhakar Prad-
han of ICYM adjudged 
the Man of the Tourna-
ment. Ismile Rai of ICYM 
was awarded the Man of 
the Final Match.

Kalimpong to 
get a new SP
K , 21 D : 
T  Home and Hill Af-
fairs Department, Police 
Service Cell, of the Gov-
ernment of  West Bengal 
issued transfer orders to 
three IPS of icers today. 
According to A Bengal 
Govt noti ication, SP Ka-
limpong, Dhurba Jyoti 
De, will move out as SP 
Cooch Behar replacing 
Bholanath Pandey who 
has been transferred to 
CO, SIRB. The present CO, 
SIRB Abhishek Gupta, 
will be new, the third, SP 
of Kalimpong since it be-
came a district.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 21 D :

Governor Ganga Prasad 
and Chief Minister 

Pawan Chamling have ex-
tended greetings to the 
people of Sikkim on the 
occasion of Teyongsi Siri-
junga Sawan Tongnam 
which falls on 22 Dec.

In his message, the Gov-
ernor says, “The day com-
memorates the birth anni-
versary of Teyongsi Sirijun-
ga Singthebe, worshipped 
as Mahatma Sirijunga by 
our Limbo brethren. 
Mahatma Sirijunga is re-
vered across communi-
ties in Sikkim as a social 
thinker who had taught 
Yumaism (Yuma Samyo) 
promoting love, compas-
sion and harmony among 
fellow beings.

May the teachings of 
Mahatma Sirijunga con-
tinue to  guide our lives 
and enlighten our society, 
fostering peace, brother-

hood and harmony among 
all sentient beings.”

Similarly, Chief Minis-
ter Pawan Chamling and 
Mrs Tika Maya Chamling 
have also extended warm 
wishes to the people of 
Sikkim, especially to the

Limboo community 
on the festival.

The Chief Minister 
has conveyed, “It is a 
day for us to remember 
the contributions of the 
great Limboo scholar, 
historian, educator,

linguist, leader and 
philosopher of the 18th 
century. A multi-facet-
ed personality, Sirijunga 
played a crucial role in 
the development and 
promotion  of Limboo 
language and literature.

“Let us imbibe the 
determination and the 
sincerity of Sirijunga and 
work towards building a 
community that dwells 
on peace and harmony.” 

SDF rubbishes Dungmali’s 
allegations, says party is 

cleaner with his departure
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 21 D : 

Sikkim Democratic 
Front has strongly 

refuted and condemned 
as “meaningless allega-
tions,” criticism of its 
founding member, Mo-
han Dungmali, who quit 
the party yesterday. SDF 
has instead countered 
that the departure of Mr 
Dungmali has left the 
party cleaner.

An SDF press release 
issued by its general 
secretary, Chudamani 
Mishra, highlights that 
not to speak a word on 
policy, principles and 
programmes of the SDF 
for 26 years and now to 
level a litany of allega-
tions near election time 
shows Mr Dungmali’s 
desperation in pursuit of 
his vested interests and 
sel ish dreams. 

The release adds 
that he has never raised 
any issue from the party 
manifesto at any forum 
in the past. 

The release goes on 
to assert that Mr Dung-
mali should also provide 
evidence of instances 
when the party has taken 
any action against him by 
calling anti-party or an-

ti-national. 
On the same, the re-

lease adds that he was 
never in the party with 
the intention to work for 
the people and contends 
that he was in SDF just 
for his personal bene it 
and gain. 

The release asserts 
that SDF is not a party 
to ful ill the personal 
dreams of any individual 
and that SDF stands on 
the trust of the people 
and has been ful illing 
the aspirations, hopes 
and needs of the Sik-
kimese people.

The release mentions 
that the ‘One Family, One 
Job’ scheme was a histor-
ic programme of the SDF 
party and its government 
which has the mandate 
of the people and should 
hence not wait be upset 
by election cycles from 
achieving its objectives. 

The release adds that 
the SDF government will 
continue to work in the 
interest of the people 
until the Model Code of 
Conduct is implemented 
because that is what the 
people have voted it into 
of ice to do.

While criticising Mr 
turn to pg05
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G , 21 D  [IPR]: 
Health Minister Arjun Ku-
mar Ghatani, inaugurated 
three key sections, includ-
ing Intensive Care Unit, 
Upgradation of Laboratory 
and Opthalmology (Eye) 
unit, at District Hospital, 
Gyalshing, today. 

He was accompa-
nied by the Commis-
sioner-cum-Secretary, 
Health, Vishal Chauhan, 
Principal Director, Dr PT 
Bhutia, MD NHM, Dr Bi-
mal Kr. Rai, District Col-
lector West, Dr AB Karki, 
Additional Chief Engineer, 
CM Khatiwara, Director 
Health Services, Dr Jigme 
Tobgay, Chief Medical 
Of icer West, Dr Tsheten 
Namgyal, Of icials, Pan-
chayats and others.

At the outset, the Min-
ister inaugurated the up-
graded medical labora-

tory, now well equipped 
with Semi Auto Analyser, 
Elisa Washer, Elisa Read-
er, HBA-1, Electrolyte 
Analyser, Mixture Roller, 
Refrigerator in Laborato-
ry and incubator and Hot 
Air Oven in Blood Stor-
age Centre.

Thereafter, he inaugu-
rated the Intensive Care 
Unit in the district hospital 
where a Cardio Monitor 
and ECG machines have 
been installed. 

Later, he inaugurated 
the upgraded Eye unit 
where eye operation in-
struments and OT equip-
ment including Non con-
tact Tonometer, Indirect 
Opthalmoscope, A-Scan, 
three sets of Bipolar Ca-
utary, four sets of Micro 
Surgical Cataract sets, 
DCR sets have been in-
stalled to upgrade the ex-

isting facilities.
After the series of in-

auguration, the Health 
Minister chaired a meet-
ing with the healthcare 
professionals and con-
gratulated the entire 
medical fraternity for 
the remarkable upgra-
dation and notable im-
provements in the work-
ing system.

He also announced a 
Blood Bank and Dialysis 
unit at the District Hospi-
tal Geyzing, immediately.

He shed light on in-
frastructure develop-
ment of PHCs, PHSCs, 
CHC and District Hospital 
along with other health 
centres in the state. He 
also underlined ongoing 
construction of 50 bed-
ded AYUSH Hospital and 
30 bedded TB Hospital 
in Geyzing. He instruct-

ed concerned of icials to 
complete construction of 
TB Hospital latest by Feb 
2019 and highlighted the 
various initiatives taken 
up by the state govern-
ment to combat Tuber-
culosis under the lead-
ership and guidance of 
the Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling.

He detailed the ef-
forts of the State Govern-
ment to provide required 
manpower and ex-
pressed happiness over 
the recent development 
in terms of manpower 
including Specialists, 
Medical Officers, Staff 
Nurses in the district 
hospital and urged ev-
eryone to extend med-
ical services with com-
plete dedications, sense 
of cooperation and team 
work for the welfare of 

the patients.
Mr Chauhan, in his 

address, said that the 
department was contin-
uously working to im-
prove medical facilities 
in all the health centres 
along with the district 
hospitals. 

He added that the 
Doctors, Staff Nurses and 
paramedics are the heart 
and soul of a hospital 
and urged everyone for 
sincerity, punctuality 
and dedication to de-
liver duty with full re-
sponsibility. 

He encouraged staff 
nurses to join training 
programmes with doc-
tors to achieve success 
in every medical case. 
Further, he urged the 
healthcare professionals 
to remain familiar and 
well acquainted with up-
graded technology.

Besides, the Health 
minister also visited on-
going construction of 30 
bedded TB Hospital and 
50 bedded AYUSH Hospi-
tal which is on the verge 
of completion. 

He instructed con-
cerned contractor to 
complete construction 
by AYUSH Hospital by Jan 
2019 and TB Hospital by 
Feb 2019 without com-
promising on quality. 

The Health Min-
ister also visited the 
construction site of 
the ANM Training 
Centre-cum-Hostel at 
Kyongsa.

SikkimSCAN

Now you can whatsApp
Summit TIMES 

@7001622863 or write 
us at  letters@gmail.com

Gangtok on 
Saturday, 

22 Dec
Temp: 11°C/06°C
Forecast: Sunny 
to partly cloudy 
with a little rain in 
the evening, then 
a shower in spots

Sunrise: 07:01 AM
Sunset: 03:49 PM

1. Winter Crash Courses running suc-
cessfully for classes X, XII (CBSE, 
ICSE,ISC)

2. Study Materials provided according 
to the standards of the board.

3. Mock Test and Pre Board examina-

tions for the students 
4. Revision notes for the students to 

make them much more eff ective 
5. Doubt clearing Sessions held by re-

spective teachers 
6. Separate hostel facilities for boys and girls.

STUDY ZONE
Mr. Dawchung Lepcha (Chairperson) 

For further details please contact: 9002163719, 7319565616, 7432036651 
Address: P.N.G Road, Opp. City press , Gangtok

OUR COURSE OUTLINES: 

1. To give clear concept of the chapters 
2. To give the students proper guidance 

to excel in their examinations 
3. To Prepare and deliver answers eff ec-

tively and effi  ciently
4. Greater emphasis would be to excel. 
5. Last minute suggestion tips as per 

board requirements

OUR COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

ADMISSION
OPEN

FLAT AVAILABLE FOR RENT 

F ully furnished, 3 Bedroom flat 
available for rent at Church 

Road, Near Diesel Power House. 
Conveniently located by the 
roadside and a 5-minute walk 
from M.G. Marg. Suitable for 

Coporate Office and Guest House. 
For further details please 

Contact: 9434117687 /9083826462

LAND FOR SALE
BL Plot, 60x60, both side road, Lower 
Syari, Near Ranipool, Land is almost 
fl at. Contact 7384620040, 7477406169. 

West District Hospital upgraded

OJT program govt school 
students concludes at SRM 

SUMMIT REPORT,
G , 21 D :

A 12-day On The Job 
training program for 

the Vocational IT students 
concluded at SRM Univer-
sity Sikkim on 19 Dec.  

This OJT program is 
conducted for the Voca-
tional IT students of var-
ious Government Schools 
of Sikkim. This year, 
around 100 students 
from 11 schools partici-
pated in the program, a 
press release informs. 

The training focused 
on the applicability of 
Java, DBMS and Network-
ing in day to day life. 

Students received 
hands-on training in uti-
lizing their knowledge 
about computers and 
languages practically. 

The SRM fraternity 
deemed it a privilege to work 
with the school students and 

share their knowledge and 
ideas with them.  

In the valedictory 
session, student repre-
sentatives from different 
schools came forward to 
share their experience of 
the OJT. They expressed 
their utmost satisfaction 
with the course struc-
ture. They also requested 

the university to extend 
the duration of the OJT 
so that students got am-
ple time to learn more. 

Associate Dean, SRM 
University Sikkim, Man-
isha Thakuri, also ex-
pressed her happiness 
and gratitude for trusting 
and choosing SRM as their 
training centre. She also 

said that it was a social 
responsibility of the Uni-
versity like theirs to help 
the students of Sikkim and 
that they were ever ready 
to be of assistance. 

The Vocational Train-
ing Manager for Sikkim, 
Ananta Rai from SIBIN 
also attended the vale-
dictory event.

NIFAA Sikkim 
leaves for 
Tripura 
Harmony 2018 
SUMMIT REPORT,
S  21 D :

Twenty four mem-
bers of National In-

tegrated Forum of Artist 
and Activists (NIFAA), 
Sikkim, left for Tripura 
Harmony 2018 early this 
morning from NJP Rail-
way Station. The theme 
of the event organised 
by NIFAA Tripura State is 
Tribal State of India. 

The Sikkim Team is 
led by Praveen Prad-
han, the NIFAA Sikkim 
president. 

NIFAA members will 
be participating at the 
big cultural extravagan-
za that will feature cul-
tural youth team partic-
ipation from more than 
twenty states and for-
eign countries. 

Mr Pradhan  said this 
is the irst event that NI-
FAA Sikkim State is par-
ticipating in. Harmony 
2018 will be held from 
21-29 Dec, 2018 at Agar-
tala, Tripura. 

Sikkim’s cultural 
team has ive tribal danc-
es along with exhibition 
of crafts and pickles, Mr 
Pradhan informs.

Textbooks from Classes 
I to V to have QR Codes

SUMMIT REPORT,
G , 21 D :

From the next academ-
ic year, school text-

books from Classes I to 
V of HRDD, will be ener-
gised by placing QR code 
(Quality Response) in 
each chapter of English, 
Mathematics and EVS 
textbooks.  

With regard to this, 
a 4-day workshop on 
content-pooling and con-
tent-creation was held at 
SCERT from 18 to 21 Dec 
2018 where they were 
familiarizes with digital 
content in form of Video, 
PDF, Assessment to sup-
plement the existing text-
books and have the digital 
content at the backend of 
the DIKSHA portal. 

Teachers from all 
four districts along with 
faculty from SCERT were 
present for the workshop 
which had Shreya Agar-
wal from DIKSHA-PMU, 
New Delhi, as resource 

person. The program 
was coordinated by Lec-
turer Rajiv Philip, SCERT, 
HRDD, Govt. of Sikkim.

DIKSHA-Digital Infra-
structure for Knowledge 
Sharing, was dedicat-
ed to the nation by the 
Vice-President on the 
Teachers’ Day 2017 to 
give a platform to teach-
ers to showcase their 
teaching learning materi-
al digitally to all. 

With regard to this, 
SCERT was nominat-
ed the nodal agency for 
DIKSHA in Sikkim with 
SCERT Director, Dr. Rabin 
K Chhetri as the nodal of-
icer for implementation. 

As per the mandate 
of DIKSHA, a steering 
committee headed by 
Additional Chief Sec-
retary, GP Upadhaya, 
HRDD, was formed with 
Directors from various 
sections of HRDD and 
other of icers of the De-
partment as members.

Technical Bulletin on low cost 
Polyhouse for Sikkim released 

SUMMIT REPORT,
G , 21 D :

The 14th Annual 
Workshop of All India 

Coordinated Research 
Project on Plasticulture 
Engineering and Tech-
nologies was held on 18-
19 Dec 2018 at ICAR-VP-
KAS, Almora.

The College of Agricul-
tural Engineering & PHT 
Centre of AICRP on PET 
also participated in the pro-
gramme. Dr. Deepka Jhajh-
aria, Principal Investigator 
and Associate Professor of 

the Centre and Dr. Kh Lily 
Devi, Jr Scientist represent-
ed the centre.

On the occasion, a 
Technical Bulletin on low 
cost polyhouse for Sik-
kim condition, authored 
by Dr. Jhajharia and Dr. 
Devi, was released. 

A video on progres-
sive farmer Mitra Lal 
Sharma of Soureni vil-
lage, Assam Lingzey was 
also released during the 
workshop, informs in a 
press release issued by 
Dr. Jhajharia.

PSU bank 
of icers’ strike 
impacts 
operations
N  D , D  21 (PTI): 
Nation-wide strike by a 
union of public sector 
bank of icers, demand-
ing immediate wage re-
vision, partially impact-
ed banking operations 
across the country.

Many branches in dif-
ferent parts of the coun-
try wore deserted look, 
while at many places 
shutters were down, ac-
cording to reports com-
ing from different parts of 
the country. Services like 
deposit and withdraw-
al at branches, cheque 
clearances and issuance 
of drafts and other instru-
ments were affected.

However, private sector 
banks like ICICI and HDFC 
Bank continued their usual 
business as they were not 
part of the strike.

Most of the banks 
had already informed 
their customers about 
the strike and its impact 
on their normal banking 
operations.

The United Forum 
of Bank Unions (UFBU), 
an umbrella body of the 
nine bank unions, has 
also decided to observe 
strike on December 26.

Taking into account 
these two days of unions’ 
strike and other holidays, 
banks will be closed for 
most of the extended 
Christmas weekend. So, 
most branches will be 
open only for a day be-
tween this Friday and 
next Wednesday. Till 
December 26, there are 
three holidays -- fourth 
Saturday on December 
22, then Sunday and then 
Christmas on Tuesday.

All India Bank Of i-
cers’ Confederation (AI-
BOC), also wants that the 
government should stop 
proposed merger of Bank 
of Baroda, Dena Bank 
and Vijaya Bank and con-
solidation of regional ru-
ral banks.

“The IBA is also not 
coming forward to struc-
ture the 11th bipartite 
wage negotiations based 
on our charter of demands 
by discussing the wage 
revision for of icers from 
scale 1-7 and also based 
on the concept of mini-
mum wages as envisaged 
in the seventh Central 
pay commission report,” 
AIBOC General Secretary 
Soumya Datta said.

Bank managements 
have mandated the in-
dustry lobby Indian Bank 
Association (IBA) to ne-
gotiate for scale 1-3.

AIBOC joint general 
secretary Ravinder Gup-
ta said after 13 months of 
negotiations between the 
unions and IBA, the latter 
has offered a wage revi-
sion of 8 just per cent.

In the past wage set-
tlement, which was for 
the period November 
1, 2012 to October 31, 
2017, the employees got 
a 15 per cent hike.

The IBA has also 
offered a variable pay 
based on the operating 
pro it and return on as-
sets, Gupta said.

Cops refuse permission 
for AIPC event featuring 

Kanhaiya Kumar
M , D  21 (PTI): 
The Mumbai police have 
denied permission to the 
All India Professional 
Congress (AIPC) to orga-
nise a book launch and 
interaction with student 
leader Kanhaiya Kumar 
in the city Saturday.

The AIPC is af iliated 
to the Congress party.

Sanjay Jha, AIPC Ma-
harashtra unit chief, 
tweeted an image of sub-
urban Bandra police’s or-
der denying permission 
on Friday.

The order cited “law 
and order issues” as the 
reason for disallowing 
the event, which was to 
be held in a college in 
Bandra area.

“So we are not be-
ing given permission for 
holding the book launch 
and interaction with 
Kanhaiya Kumar on (the 
topic) “Bihar to Tihar” by 

Mumbai police. Shock-
ing! law and order prob-
lems, really?” Jha asked 
on Twitter.

Tagging Chief Minis-
ter Devendra Fadnavis, 
he asked “as CM, is this 
your governance? is de-
mocracy of icially dead?”
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GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
HEALTH CARE, HUMAN SERVICES & FW DEPARTMENT

SIR THUTOB NAMGYAL MEMORIAL HOSPITAL, 
GANGTOK,SIKKIM

Memo No. 77/GTK/18                  Dated: 19.12.18 

RE-NOTICE INVITING QUOTATION
The sealed quotation are invited from the reputed and 
registered medical shops/Medical Store/dealer located 
at Gangtok for the supply of emergency medicines and al-
lied items for the New 1000 bedded Multispecialty Hos-
pital situated at Sochaygang.
Date of issue of quotation: 2.1.2019 to 4.1.2019
Date of submission of 
quotation:    10.1.19 (Till 12.00 
     Noon)
Date & Time for opening 
of quotation:   10.1.19 at 2.00PM

Terms & Condition:
1. The Tender form and Terms & Conditions 

can be obtained from the of ice of Senior Ac-
counts Of icer cum D&DO, STNM Hospital on 
production of State Bank of Sikkim Challan of 
Rs.2000/-duly signed by Senior AO cum D&DO, 
STNM Hospital credited under head 0210-01-
800 other receipt  (Sale of Tender Form) from 
11 AM to 3PM.

2. The interested irms should produce COI/Sik-
kim Subject, Residential Certi icate, valid drug 
license, GST Registration, one year experience 
certi icate and full address of Shop/Store at the 
time of submission of quotation form.

3. The quotation should accompany TDR of 
Rs.50,000/- against the supply of medicines 
from the State Bank of Sikkim in favour of Se-
nior AO cum D&DO, STNM Hospital. The de-
partment will not liable to pay the interest on 
the said amount.

4. The tender in which any of the prescribed condition 
are not ful illed or incomplete will be rejected.

5. The Tender Committee reserves the right to ac-
cept or reject any or all quotation without assign-
ing any reasons thereof and reserves the right to 
award the work to any bidder found competent.

6. For further information visit the of ice of the 
undersigned.

Sd/-

Dr. K.B. Gurung
PCC cum Medical Superintendent

STNM Hospital
R.O. NO. 549/IPR/Pub/Classi./18-19   Date: 20.12.18

ROADS & BRIDGES DEPARTMENT
GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM

SINGTAM
Memo No:246/R&B/ AES        Date: 18/12/2018

TENDER NOTICE
For and on behalf of the Governor of Sikkim, Assistant Engineer, Roads & Bridges Department, Singtam , invites sealed 
tenders under single bid system from the eligible contractors of Class IV Grade enlisted with Sikkim Public Works Depart-
ment vide Noti ication No. 515/R&B/Secy, dated 12.06.2018 and noti ication no. 556/R&B PWD/Secy dated : 28.08.2018 
for the construction of fair weather roads, through competitive bidding within the territorial jurisdiction of CONCERNED 
Ward of Gram Panchayat Unit  where the work is to be executed.
The details of works and time schedule are as under:

SL.
No.

Name of Work Cost of 
Work put to 
tender (in 
Rs)

Earnest 
Money @ 
2.50% (in 
Rs.)

Cost of Tender 
documents 
(in Rs.)

Completion 
Time.

Constitu-
ency

Gram 
Panchayat 
Unit

1. Construction of 
Fair Weather Road 
from Namrang to 
Doronglakha in 
East Sikkim. 

Km 1st 42,38,496 1,05,970 1500.00 12 months Martam 
Rumtek

Martam 
NazitamKm 2nd 42,38,496 1,05,970 1500.00 12 months

Km 3rd 42,38,496 1,05,970 1500.00 12 months

Km 4th 42,38,496 1,05,970 1500.00 12 months

Km 5th 42,38,496 1,05,970 1500.00 12 months

Km 6th 25,43,098 63,577 1500.00 12 months

2. Construction of 
Fair Weather Road 
from PMGSY road 
to Middle Camp 
School in East 
Sikkim.

Km 1st 16,95,398 42,385 500 12 months Martam 
Rumtek

Namli

TIME SCHEDULE:-

1. Date of submission of application with Bank receipt and TDR for 
issue of Tender Documents.

3rd January, 2019  (10.00 am to 4.00 
pm) at respective Gram Prashashan 
Kendra where work is to be executed.

2. Last Date and Time for submission of Tender 4th January, 2019 (10.00 am to 1.00 
pm) at respective Gram Prashashan 
Kendra where work is to be executed.

3. Date and Time for Opening of Tender  4th January 2019 (1:30 pm) at respec-
tive Gram Prashashan Kendra where 
work is to be executed.

CONDITIONS OF CONTRACT.
1. Tender is open only to the eligible Contractors / Firms of appropriate Class/ Area.
2. The intending tenders/ contractors should apply in writing for issue of Tender documents. The application 

would invariably be signed by the contractor himself/ herself.  The tender document will not be issued to any 
person other than the INTENDING TENDERER. The application shall be submitted initially for each work listed 
above with all required documents.

3. The applications should enclose attested copies of the (a)  Goods & Service Tax Clearance Certi icate (b) Validat-
ed / Updated Contractor Enlistment Certi icate along with application. It is mandatory to produce the Original 
validated/ updated Enlistment Certi icate during sale/ issue of the Tender Document for veri ication.

4. The prescribed Non- Transferable Tender Documents (including Tender Form) can be obtained during the pe-
riod speci ied as above of  requisite Bank receipt towards the cost of Tender Document (non-refundable) in the 
Head of GPU where the work is to be executed. 

5. Earnest money deposit @ 2.5% in State Bank of Sikkim shall be in the form of Deposit Receipt of Schedules Bank 
which includes deposit in the form of temporary deposit receipts  in favour of the  Accounts Of icer, Roads & 
Bridges Department, Nirman Bhawan, Gangtok. Tender Form shall be issued only on production of the deposit 
receipts  of 2.5% earnest money.

6. The Tender Documents, including the Tender Form with quoted offer should be placed in a seated cover with the 
name of the Tenderers and the name of the work superscripted on it.  Supporting documents listed at Sl.No. 3 
(a)& (b) above should be enclosed with the offer.

7. Sealed tenders may be deposited in the Tender Box  in the respective GPK on the date and within the time indicated above.
8. Tenders will be opened by a Tender Opening Committee as prescribed by the Government in the presence of the 

tenderness on the date and time indicated above.
9. The Tenderer should sign on every page of the tenders documents as Acceptance of the General Direction and 

Conditions of Contract and other laid down norms. The rate quoted should be both in igures and words and 
should be inclusive of GST all other Taxes and Levies. Over writing and correction should be avoided and if made 
should be authenticated. Incomplete/ Conditional tenders shall be rejected forthwith.

10. In case of any discrepancy in rate (s) printed in the Schedule of Rates and Quantities issued with the tender 
documents rates as per approved Scheduled of Rates will be taken as correct. For items outside the SOR, the 
rates shall be as per the technically checked estimate/analysis. Decision of the Principal Chief Engineer cum 
Secretary/ Head of the Department will be inal in this regard.

11. The work value, scope and quantum of work are subject to change, the contractor shall execute the work as per 
the directives of the Department. No claim on this account shall be entertained whatsoever. If any extra claim is 
made, it shall be as per the agreements rates.

12. The Department reserves the rights to hold payments to the contractor unless test certi icates are not produced 
by the contractor when called upon to do so.

13. Avoidable damages due to negligence of the contractors shall be at his/her own risk and cost. The department 
shall not be liable for payment of such damages (if any), including accidents to labourer at site.

14. The offer shall remain valid for a period of 90 days. The work should commence within 15 days from the date of 
issue of Work Order.

15. All the conditions as mentioned in the NIT shall be deemed to be a part of the agreement to be entered with the 
contractor. Security deposit shall be collected by deductions from the running bills of the contractor @ 5.00% of 
the value of work done.

16. The Department reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tenders without assigning any reason thereof.
17. The recoveries of Royalties on Forest produces shall be as per rates noti ied by the Government from time to time 

and applicable on the date of payment. In no case, claim of any contractor for deduction as per rates incorporated 
in Analysis of Rates or Schedule of Rates or Rates on the date of tender shall be acceptable.

18. Subletting of contract work is against the norms and if it comes to the notice, the original contract shall be can-
celled and appropriate action shall be initiated as per the rules.

19. The Department also reserves the right to increase, decrease, alter or modify the item of works as indicted in the 
NIT without assigning any reason thereof.

20.  In case the man powers employed by the contractor are from outside the State or neighbouring countries, it 
shall be the responsibility of the contractor to get them registered with the Labour Department, Government of 
Sikkim as per the relevant Labour Laws.

21. Use of explosive shall be regulated as under.
a) Transportation, handling, storage and use of explosive (if necessary) shall be in accordance with the provi-

sion of the India Explosive Act and General Guideline, Circulars issued by the departme nt and other compe-
tent authorities on the subject from time to time.

b) The rules and regulations issued by the Sikkim Public Works Department or any other competent authority 
shall strictly be adhered to with regard to transportations, storages, handling, and use of explosive at all 
times. Proper daily record of receipt and issue of explosives shall be maintained by the contractor.

22. The contractor shall also make arrangement to have photographs of the works taken at least at three stages of 
the construction period i.e. beginning, middle and completion stage.

23. Damages to properties in and around the work site must be avoided at all cost. The contractor shall be held re-
sponsible for any acts of negligence and shall be made to make good the damages.

24. It is accepted to the tenderer to have inspected the site before submitting his bid. There may be possible site 
dif iculties for which the tenderer should have their own correct assessment before submitting the bid.

25. The cost of stock materials supplied from the departmental store will be deducted from the contractor’s bills us 
per rules.

26. The bidders shall produce a Certi icate of Residence from the CONCERED GRAM  Panchayat unit where 
the work is to be executed. 

Sd/-
Assistant Engineer

Roads & Bridges Department.
Singtam Sub Division

R.O. No. 551/ipr/pub/classi./18-19 
Date: 21.12.2018. 

Nikita’s ‘Mounta’ rings 
loud and inspirational

NITESH R PRADHAN,
G , 21 D :

Sikkim’s Nikita Cintury 
has released her irst 

single, “Mounta,” on You-
Tube and is already cre-
ating waves on various 
digital platforms since 
the night it was released.

Nikita, who has been 
seen at various events in 
Sikkim has the knack to 
connect with audience 
with her mesmerising 
and soulful performanc-
es. She has been seen 
mostly performing Ne-
pali covers and Bolly-
wood numbers, but now 
she inally owns her own 
original song, that too 
written, composed and 

arranged by the celebrat-
ed Sudarsan Tamang.

‘Mounta’ seeks to in-
spire people to follow 
and re-energise and re-
vive their passions. 

“It speaks about the 
dormant phase which an 
individual goes at least 
once in a life and peo-
ple’s attitude towards it. 
The song motivates one 
to compassionately be-
lieve and work hard to-
wards one’s passion and 
turn victorious,” explains 
Mr Tamang.

Nikita has been sing-
ing since she was 10 
and apart from being a 
passionate singer, she is 
also working as a teach-

er in a government school. 
Hailing from Temi Tarku, 
South Sikkim, she was also 
one of the contestants of 
‘The Voice India 2016’. 

She was conferred 
with BR Ambedkar 
award in 2014.

Speaking on ‘Mounta,’ 
Nikita said, “I have inally 
found my strength. I have 
my original song now 
which I always wanted to 
have. I am thankful to Su-
darsan Tamang for the 
opportunity and help-
ing my vocal abilities 
diversify. I have tried to 
sing this song in a differ-
ent style and I hope the 
listeners like it”.

The music video of 
‘Mounta’ features Ever-
ester Trishala Gurung, 
Wang Lama, Meena 
Gautam, Manilata Shar-
ma, and Aitaman Sub-
ba. Cinematography 
is done by Pallawib 
Rai; sound, record and 
mixed by Sudhir Singh 
and concept, editing 
and direction is done by 
Sudarsan Tamang.

The musicians on 
the song are Raja Lama, 
Subham Peter Gajmer 
and Sudarsan Tamang 
on acoustic guitars; Raja 
Lama on bass and key-
board by Atish Tamang.

Annual Day 
at Singtam 
SSS mixes 
fun with 
felicitations
YOGEN THATAL,
S , 21 D :

It was the wrapping up 
program for the 2018 

academic session with 
Government Senior Sec-
ondary School, Singtam, 
celebrating its Annual 
Day here today. 

The day was dedi-
cated to entertainment, 
distributions of trophies, 
certi icates, tokens of 
love, gifts along with the 
farewell of retired PPT 
teacher, Meena Cintury, 
who was felicitated with 
a citation. Social worker 
Bhanu Lepcha was also 
felicitated today.

Winners of the 
state-level Kala Utsav, 
Aditya Subba (dance) 
and Babita Thapa (Solo 
song), also performed 
during the function 
and were given me-
mentos and certificates 
for representing the 
school at the state level 
competition.

Dances (both solo 
and group) in tradition-
al and western style 
were also presented 
during the function. And 
then there was an Aero-
bics performance by XI 
Science which proved a 
big hit.

It may also be men-
tioned here that the orig-
inal land map and school 
map had remained un-
traced until Mr Bhanu 
Lepcha, succeeded in 
inding and providing the 

land map.
During the function, 

RP Dhakal, a Class A con-
tractor, who had provid-
ed the equipment for set-
ting up a School Bagpip-
er Band also announced 
today that he will be 
extending all necessary 
help and support for the 
library soon to be estab-
lished in the school. 

Mr Dhakal was the 
chief guest, Bhanu Lep-
cha special guest, ac-
companied by the CMO 
East Dr. T Laden, pres-
ident of Muslim Wom-
en’s Association Singtam, 
Praveen Khan, Gupta 
Subba, AEO, Sunder Rai 
and SMC members.

Awareness 
and 
training on 
Intellectual 
Property 
Rights 
organized 
at Rumbuk
G , 21 DEC 
(PIB): ICAR-NRCO, Pa-
kyong, Sikkim organized 
“Awareness cum Train-
ing Programme on Intel-
lectual Property Rights” 
at Rumbuk, Sombaria, 
West Sikkim, Sikkim, on 
20 Dec. 

Around 31 farmers 
and four department of-
icials participated in the 

training. 
Delegates from the 

State Department Ongdi 
Sherpa, HDO, DN Sher-
pa, HDO, Telmit Lepcha, 
Ward Panchayat, Mr Da-
vid, a guest from Scot-
land and Sanita Tamang, 
ATMA and Dawa T Sher-
pa, BTM also participat-
ed in the programme. 
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Native Speakers 
Without a Language 

Unfortunately, that could happen sooner 
than we feared

In August last year, the People’s Linguistic Survey of 
India released 11 volumes in its planned 50 volume 

survey of the country’s languages. The volumes, pub-
lished by Orient BlackSwan, covered languages from 
the states of Nagaland, Manipur, Arunachal Pradesh, 
Himachal Pradesh, Haryana, Maharashtra, Assam, 
West Bengal, Bihar and Karnataka. Yes, Sikkim is not 
in this initial set, but several of the languages spoken 
in the region must have igured in the linguistic sur-
vey. What should also be worrying is that the region-
al languages, what we also know as mother tongues, 
here must be in as precarious state as the survey has 
found in the ten states in question. The People’s Lin-
guistic Survey of India (PSLI) raised the alarm during 
the launch of the volumes when it shared that as many 
as 780 languages are spoken in India, at least 400 of 
which are at risk of dying in the next 50 years. That’s 
an average of eight languages every year! That should 
have everyone worried, but clearly, the disinterest and 
the indifference which brought so many languages to 
the brink is too pervasive. There is not much happen-
ing, anywhere, at any level to save the languages at risk 
of being lost. May be whatever little is being attempt-
ed to avert such extinction is driven by the emotion of 
“save” and that is why it is failing. Perhaps we should 
consider nurturing instead of saving or protecting be-
cause while the latter can make the efforts insular and 
imperil the language even more, the former option of 
“nurture” allows languages space and opportunities to 
grow, adapt and remain relevant. 

The PSLI surveyors also discovered that 250 lan-
guages were lost in the last ive decades in India. 
The extinction is obviously picking up pace, and who 
knows, the timeframe of 50 years for 400 languages 
might actually shrink as the extinction snowball gath-
ers more momentum as it hurtles to the abyss and who 
knows, maybe even obliterates more languages along 
the way. It is a worrying scenario. But is it? Because, as 
mentioned earlier, it does not appear to have generat-
ed too much concern. 

The Survey, now already eight months old, might 
or might not resuscitate the fate that awaits regional 
languages, but offers us a chance to ponder more se-
riously on where we are going wrong with our efforts 
at keeping languages and dialects alive. Languages are 
essentially about communication and then they take 
on aspects of culture and invariably underline the very 
ethos of a people. That said, a language obviously ceas-
es to be one when there is no one left speaking it. This 
does not necessarily happen with the complete annihi-
lation of a people and is most times caused by the lan-
guage becoming redundant as a communication tool. 
There is also the whole generational challenge. While 
it is not rare to, say, catch some old folk from different 
communities chatter away in Limboo language in parts 
of West Sikkim, it is already rare to ind even Limboo 
kids speaking to each other in their mother tongue. 
The same applies to some other languages as well, all 
of which appear to be surviving, but because they are 
not being passed on, are already imperiled.

But there has to be more to it. How does a language 
die? Past experience proves that the moment “outsid-
ers” stop trying to learn a language, it is already on 
death-row. It is not enough for only native speakers 
to continue using a language because we do not lead 
closed lives anymore and need to interact all the 
time with people from other communities, speaking 
different languages among themselves. And outsid-
ers stop learning a language when they feel no need 
for it as a tool for communication. For instance, all 
old members of the plainsmen business community 
speak luent Tibetan. They had to pick up the lan-
guage if they wanted to trade with Tibet which is 
what most of them were engaged in till six decades 
ago. Everyone in Sikkim, including those who have 
been here barely a year, speaks Nepali. They have to 
because they need to get their message across. Sim-
ilarly, any Sikkimese going out for studies comes back 
equipped with at least passable Hindi-speaking skills. 
The Chinese are introducing English in their schools 
because they want to now converse with the world. 
That more or less settles what is actually a settled ar-
gument that language is irst about communication.

Being solely about communication, however, im-
perils a language because the link-language keeps 
changing as our networks widen or as new technol-
ogies become popular. Languages, hence, also need 
to remain relevant and important, and this they can 
achieve by patronizing high literature and the sharing 
of important thoughts and ideas in their respective 
languages. One misses that in Sikkim. There is so little 
quality literary work in regional languages that even 
the aesthetic appeal of learning them is being lost. 
We have to strive to make it worth the while for those 
learning regional languages by making it about more 
than just chatting. For that, those who complain about 
losing their language need to create more awareness, 
produce more literature, get a pop-culture going in 
their languages, make it more vibrant. 

Trump’s Africa strategy should have cast China 
as a regional partner, not a global adversary

If you recycled all the plastic garbage in the world, 
you could buy the NFL, Apple and Microsoft

JOHN J STREMLAU
theconversation.com

US President Donald Trump has inally approved 
a “New Africa Strategy”. His national security 

adviser, John Bolton, described the contents on 13 
December at the conservative Heritage Foundation 
in Washington. He began positively, declaring that:

“lasting stability, prosperity, independence and 
security on the African continent are in the nation-
al security interest of the United States.”

But he then went on to ignore Africa’s own ef-
forts to address these broad challenges, including 
its multilateral initiatives. Instead, Bolton’s an-
nouncement was replete with rhetoric reminiscent 
of the Cold War.

The new strategy makes one thing clear: what 
really matters to Trump is not Africa but contain-
ing and countering China.

The reaction from an African perspective is 
likely be bemusement rather than surprise. Trump 
has shown little interest or empathy towards Af-
rica. And much enmity toward China. His Africa 
strategy ignores two decades of complex – but gen-
erally positive – reactions across sub-Saharan Afri-
ca to China becoming the region’s biggest trading 
partner and a major source of aid and investment.

Previous US administrations generally wel-
comed Chinese engagement in Africa. Bolton, how-
ever, alleged that:

“China uses bribes, opaque agreements, and 
the strategic use of debt to hold states in Africa 
captive to Beijing’s wishes and demands.”

But does it need to be this way? I would argue 
not. Africa offers China and America an opportuni-
ty to demonstrate to the world – and to each other 
– that their competition can be constructive with 
Africa playing a moderating in luence by brokering 
an agreed trilateral agenda.

We need to explore ways to advance coopera-
tion between Africa, China and the US as a con i-
dence building measure in relations between the 
US and China. This would obviously need to be de-
signed for the primary bene it of African partners.
TESTING TRILATERALISM

Collaborative projects that involve the US and 
China, with Africa in the forefront, have been the 
focus of a Carter Centre project since 2014. The 
centre’s many successful programs in Africa, es-
pecially public health, have generated high-level 
trilateral policy interest. Since the Trump admin-
istration took over, these conversations have ex-
cluded his senior advisors. Nevertheless, work has 
continued. This has included recent developments 
which suggest headway is being made.

In early December the South African Institute 
of International Affairs hosted the troika that leads 
this project. The troika was represented by Seyoum 

Mes in, Ethiopia’s former and longest-serving for-
eign minister, an ambassador to China, and region-
al mediator in Sudan; Zhong Jianhua, formerly Chi-
na’s Special Representative on African affairs and 
to the Sudan con licts; and Donald Booth, a former 
US ambassador to Liberia, Zambia, Ethiopia and 
special envoy to Sudan/South Sudan.

Three dozen African, Chinese and US scholars 
as well as policy experts contributed their analyses 
of previous and possible future areas for trilateral 
cooperation. They drew on some recent examples. 
These included efforts to combat piracy off the 

Horn of Africa and Gulf of Guinea as well as jointly 
developing a university campus in Liberia. Other 
projects have involved coordinated mediation be-
tween Sudan and South Sudan and mutually rein-
forcing actions to deal with the Ebola epidemic in 
West Africa.
CHALLENGES AHEAD

Several priority areas for future tri-lateral co-
operation were identi ied.

One was the recently constructed headquarters 
for the Centre for Disease Control and Prevention 
in Addis Ababa. Funded by China, the next priority 
for trilateral cooperation is to ensure the centre is 
equipped to provide better early warning and re-
sponse to threats like Ebola.

Another priority area is expanding econom-
ic aid, trade and investment. This could be done 
through trilateral projects funded under China’s 
“Belt and Road” initiative and the US Build Act. The 
act was approved in October by a large bi-partisan 

majority of the US Congress.
A related issue is the huge loss of vital tax rev-

enue to African governments due to huge “illicit 
inancial lows”. These are estimated to exceed an-

nual in lows of foreign assistance. The project will 
seek ways to encourage US and China to support 
the work of a panel set up by African Union and 
United Nations Economic Commission for Africa.

Two other broad areas for potential trilateral 
cooperation are sustainable agriculture and ener-
gy. Two initiatives started by the Obama Adminis-
tration, with the support of Congress, have become 

popular in Africa. These are the “Feed the Future” 
and “Power Africa”.

Trump has long wanted to cut both. But his 
negative attitude isn’t shared by the US Congress, 
and perhaps even key members of his adminis-
tration. Assistant Secretary of State for Africa, Ti-
bor Nagy, summarised US-Africa policy before the 
House Foreign Affairs Committee on the same day 
Trump approved the new Africa strategy. Nagy’s 
comments re lected a different mindset. He spoke 
positively about the two Obama initiatives. He also 
didn’t seem alarmed by China’s growing presence.

At a time when many in Africa are debating how 
to build capable states without the undesirable as-
pects of either America’s “decadent” democracy or 
China’s “responsive” authoritarianism, engaging 
both should yield important insights for advancing 
collective self-reliance and development.

[the writer is Visiting Professor of International 
Relations, University of the Witwatersrand]

LIBERTY VITTERT
theconversation.com

This year, I served on the judging 
panel for The Royal Statistical Soci-

ety’s International Statistic of the Year.
On Dec. 18, we announced the 

winner: 90.5 percent, the amount 
of plastic that has never been recy-
cled. Okay – but why is that such a 
big deal?

Much like Oxford English Dic-
tionary’s “Word of the Year” com-
petition, the international statistic 
is meant to capture the zeitgeist of 
this year. The judging panel accept-
ed nominations from the statistical 
community and the public at large 
for a statistic they feel shines a light 
on today’s most pressing issues.

Last year’s winner was 69. That’s 
the annual number of Americans 
killed, on average, by lawn mowers 
– compared to two Americans killed 
annually, on average, by immigrant 
jihadist terrorists and the 11,737 
Americans killed annually by being 

shot by another American. That ig-
ure, irst shared in The Huf ington 
Post, was highlighted in a viral tweet 
by Kim Kardashian in response to the 
proposed migrant ban.

This year’s statistic came into 
prominence from a United Nations 
report. The chair of the judges and 
RSS president, Sir David Spiegelhal-
ter, said: “It’s really concerning that 
so little plastic has ever been recycled 
and, as a result, so much plastic waste 
has leached out into the world’s en-
vironment. It’s a great, growing and 
genuinely world problem.”

Let’s take a closer look at this 
year’s winning statistic. About 90.5 
percent of the 6.3 billion metric tons 
of plastic waste produced since mass 
production began about 60 years 
ago is now lying around our planet 
in land ills and oceans or has been 
incinerated. If we don’t change our 
ways, by 2050, there will be about 12 
billion metric tons of plastic waste.

When the panel irst began look-

ing at this statistic, I really didn’t 
have any comprehension of what bil-
lions of tons of plastic means. Based 
on a study from 2015 and some back 
of the envelope calculations, that’s 
the equivalent of 7.2 trillion grocery 
bags full of plastic as of 2018.

But again, I still didn’t quite have 
a feel for how much that actually is. 
People tend to use distance measure-
ments to compare numbers, so I tried 
that. Assuming that a grocery bag of 
plastic is about 1 foot high, if you 
stacked the grocery bags, you could 
go to the moon and back 5,790 times. 
That’s starting to feel a bit more real.

In fact, if you could monetize all of 
the plastic trash clogging up our envi-
ronment – including the 12 percent 
that is incinerated– you could buy 
some of the world’s biggest businesses.

Assuming it costs 3.25 cents to 
produce a plastic bottle, we can es-
timate that a grocery bag contains 
about US$1 of plastic material pro-
duction. (I took a grocery bag and 

illed it with 31 bottles.) So 7.2 tril-
lion grocery bags is the equivalent of 
a cool $7.2 trillion.

What can you buy with that? 
Apple, Amazon, Google, Microsoft, 
Walmart, Exxon, GM, AT&T, Face-
book, Bank of America, Visa, Intel, 
Home Depot, HSBC, Boeing, Citi-
group, Anheuser-Busch, all the NFL 
teams, all the MLB teams and all the 
Premier League Football teams.

In other words, if someone could col-
lect and recycle all the unrecycled plastic 
on earth, this person would be richer 
than any individual on the planet.

One of the most dif icult aspects 
of statistics is putting the numbers 
into a context that we can wrap our 
heads around, into a format that 
means something to us. Whatever 
it is that speaks to you, all I can say 
is that this speaks to me. It’s clearly 
time to clean up our act.

[the writer is Visiting Assistant 
Professor in Statistics, Washington 

University in St Louis]
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East India Fashion Week features 
models and designers from Sikkim

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 21 D :

The second season of 
the East India Fash-

ion Week was held at 
Vivanta by Taj, Guwahati 
on Dec 15–16. The event 
was organised by North 
Eastern India Fashion 
and Design Council and 
Panache Group and saw 
the participation of 30 
designers from North-
eastern states, Delhi, 
Mumbai and Bangalore, 
and around 40 models 
walked the ramp.

Designers and 
models from Sikkim 
were also part of this 
grand event. 

Sikkimese designer, 
the owner of ethnic wear 
brand, ‘Kyido,’ Tsering 
Dolma, showcased her 
12 designs themed “Ma-
roon & Mustard” on Dec 
16, the grand inale night. 

Her designs, which 
re lected Sikkimese cul-
ture on the ramp, were 
appreciated and liked by 
the audience.

Former Mega Miss 

Northeast 2016 and 
Miss Sikkim Diva 2015 
runners up, Meriya Sub-
ba from Namchi, South 
Sikkim also walked the 
ramp for 6 designers 

Kiran Boro, Kabita Baru-
ah Medhi, Jennu Doyam, 
Monti Dhayani and Apar-
na Deuri, Anju Burago-
hain and Tsering Dolma.

Mr Sikkim 2018 Man-

hunt, Kunzang Topgay 
Bhutia, also walked the 
ramp for two designers 
on Dec 15–16. He was a 
showstopper of the se-
quence ‘Bodoland Silk’ 
by designer Kiran Boro.

Meriya Subba and 
Kunzang Topgay Bhutia 
were also the showstop-
pers for Sikkimese de-
signer Tsering Dolma on 
Dec 16.

Founder of Sikkim 
Chronicle, Yougan Ta-
mang, was the of icial 
host of East India Fash-
ion Week Season 2.

The inaugural session 
was attended by Former 
Chief Minister of Assam, 
Tarun Gogoi. The entire 
show was directed by 
fashion director Kaushik 
Ghosh and grand inale 
was choreographed and 
directed by celebrity, 
Neeraj Gaba. 

Bird lu: Culling 
of birds ordered 
in Munger
M  (B ), D  
21 (PTI): Culling of birds 
has been ordered in four 
villages in Munger dis-
trict as outbreak of bird 
lu has been con irmed 

in those areas, a senior 
state government of icial 
said Friday.

Divisional Commis-
sioner, Munger, Pankaj 
Kumar Pal said though 
bird lu has been con-
irmed in some areas of 

Munger district but so 
far there were no case of 
avian in luenza af licting 
any human being.

Following reports 
of birds dying in some 
villages under Ghoraho 
Panchayat, samples were 
sent to a medical lab in 
Kolkata for tests wherein 
strains of the H5N1 virus 
were con irmed, he said.

“Culling of birds has, 
therefore, been ordered 
in four villages falling 
under the panchayat 
Chakhand, Amaiya, Belsi-
ra and Aphroj. A Central 
team has reached the vil-
lages with the necessary 
paraphernalia. Besides, 
those in the poultry busi-
ness are being compen-
sated,” Pal told PTI.

“Although no humans 
have so far been found to 
be af licted by the virus, 
antiviral drug Tami lu is 
being made available in 
the affected region as a 
precautionary measure.

An advisory has also 
been issued asking the 
people to avoid coming 
into contact with any mi-
gratory wild birds or con-
sumption of their meat,” 
the Commissioner added.

Suspended RJD MLA, 2 others gets 
life imprisonment in rape case

WB govt to take up 
special plan for tribals

H , D  20 (PTI): 
The Mamata Banerjee 
government Friday de-
cided to take up a spe-
cial intervention plan to 
address the critical gaps 
in the development of 
tribal communities like 
Savars, Birhores and To-
tos in West Bengal, of i-
cials said.

These tribal commu-
nities are “historically at 
the lowest stratum of the 
society”, the state govern-
ment said announcing 
the plan, which would be 
implemented in phases.

It would include 
construction of new 
dwelling houses under 
the Bangla Awas Yojana 
(BAY) norms for tribal 
families, repair and reno-
vation of houses besides 
installation of safe drink-
ing water sources in their 
habitations.

“The intervention 
plan would start with 
savars in Jhargram 
and Birhores and To-
tos in their respec-
tive areas during the 
2018-19 fiscal,” a se-
nior official of the state 
government said.

As per the 2011 cen-
sus, the savar population 

is about 40,000 with 
18,000 residing in Jhar-
gram, while there are 
about only 365 Birhores 
in the Ayodhya Hills of 
Purulia district and 1500 
Totos in Madarihat-Bir-
para block of Alipurduar 
district.

The plans also in-
clude creating opportu-
nity of increased liveli-
hood through SHG-based 
activities like cattle rear-
ing, backyard poultry 
and horticulture, he said.

“Land development, 
creating irrigation sourc-
es for boosting agricul-
ture and horticulture 
activities, extending 
market linkages of their 
traditional handicraft 

products and providing 
skill training and design 
development would also 
be introduced,” the of i-
cial said.

The tribal develop-
ment department has 
provided special fund of 
Rs 12.90 crore for the im-
plementation of schemes 
under the special inter-
vention programme.

It is expected to en-
hance the tribals’ live-
lihood opportunities, 
arrest migration, im-
prove social habits 
and encourage people 
from their communi-
ties to participate in 
the state’s endeavour of 
inclusive growth and ho-
listic development.

P , D  21 (PTI): 
A local court on Friday 
awarded life sentence to 
suspended RJD MLA Raj 
Ballabh Yadav and two 
others convicted in a case 
related to raping a minor 
girl over two years ago.

Three others were 
sentenced to 10 years 
rigourous imprisonment 
in the case.

The court had con-
victed Yadav and the ive 
others, including four wom-
en, on December 15 for the 
rape of the minor girl at his 
residence in Bihar Sharif on 
February 6, 2016.

Special MP and MLA 
court judge-cum-Addi-
tional District and Sessions 
Judge Parshuram Singh Ya-
dav awarded life imprison-
ment to Raj Ballabh Yadav 
under sections 376 (rape) 
and 120(B) (criminal con-
spiracy) of the Indian Penal 
Code and the POCSO Act. 
Yadav, who is an MLA from 
Nawada, now stands to lose 
his membership of the Bi-

har Assembly.
According to section 

8(3) of Representation of 
People Act, 1951, a person 
convicted of any offence 
and sentenced to impris-
onment for not less than 
two years shall be dis-
quali ied from the date of 
such conviction and shall 
continue to be disquali ied 
for a further period of six 
years since his release.

The court also 
slapped a ine of Rs 
50,000 on Yadav.

The two others who 
were also awarded life 
imprisonment were or-
dered to pay a ine of Rs 
20,000 each. A ine of Rs 
10,000 was imposed on 
the remaining three.

Rashtriya Janata Dal 
(RJD) suspended Yadav 
from the party on Feb-
ruary 14, 2016, after he 
was named as accused 
in the rape case. In its 
chargesheet, the Bihar 
police had also named a 
woman and her relatives as 

accused on the ground that 
they were supplying wom-
en and girls to the MLA.

Yadav had evaded 
arrest for a considerable 
time and inally surren-
dered after a local court 
issued a proclamation 
notice and an order to at-
tach his properties.

He had later secured 
bail from Patna High 
Court ,  which was 
cancelled by the Su-
preme Court on No-
vember 24, 2016.

while the people’s power now rested 
with the SKM.

He contended that SKM was now 
functioning on the goodwill of the peo-
ple and that events like today’s celebra-
tion were organized from individual 
contributions of supporters. 

He also accused the State Govern-
ment of copy-pasting SKM programmes 
and policies and that too only when 
elections have come calling. 

He also punched holes in the recent 
schemes of the State Government and 
contended that these have not followed 
due process hence were not durable 
and long-term.

He also scoffed that SDF has liter-
ally become a one-man party with 
most of its founder-members having 
moved on and joined the SKM “revo-
lution for change”.

He also lashed out against the ab-

sence of second rung of leaders in the 
SDF and remarked that the SDF presi-
dent has failed to groom a leader to re-
place him in the 25 years that the party 
has been around. SKM, by contrast, has 
an army of capable leaders.

Later, while speaking to media-per-
sons, Mr Tamang said that the party 
was not bothered about who its CM 
candidate will be.

On being asked about his electoral 
future due to his conviction and sub-
sequent jail term in a cow distribu-
tion case, he said that the matter was 
in the domain of the Election Commis-
sion of India.

On the day, 461 SDF supporters 
joined SKM among whom are retired 
Additional Director Hemant Kumar 
Chettri from Burtuk constituency, Dr 
Shiva Kumar Sharma, Pema Chiltim and 
Devendra Subba.

We have people’s power...

Dungmali for his allegations on the 
‘One Family One Job’ scheme, the re-
lease points out that the SDF govern-
ment has provided 60,000 jobs to the 
people in its 24 years in government. 

It is added that the SDF gov-
ernment has also provided jobs 
to thousands of youth in the pri-
vate sector as well and provided 
opportunities to thousands more 

to become self-employed through 
the CM Self Employment Scheme, 
StartUp and other schemes.  

The release has also criticised 
and condemned Mr Dungmali’s alle-
gations on the Nepali seat, in lux and 
tribal seat issues. It is informed that 
the seat reservation cannot be given 
on the basis of the community. 

The release further points out 

that only the Centre has the power 
to provide tribal status to 11 Ne-
pali communities and seat reser-
vation for Limboos and Tamangs 
in the State Assembly. 

The party stresses that much 
more work has been done in 24 
years of SDF government and that 
the people have consistently evalu-
ated and endorsed it. 

SDF rubbishes Dungmali’s...

Mohammedan Sporting Vrs East Bengal for GTA Chairman Cup
Mohammedan Sporting Club reached the inals of GTA Chairman Cup by beating Oil India Football Club, 
Assam, 2-0 in the second semi inal played here at Kalimpong Mela Ground today. The inal match is sched-
uled for 23 December. East Bengal is already to the inals. In the photograph, the Mohammedan SC goal-
keeper who was adjudged the man of the match today.

Dangal, 
Maacher 
Jhol to be 
screened at 
India-China 
Film Festival
Bollywood star Amir 

Khan’s ‘Dangal’, Ben-
gali ilm ‘Maacher Jhol’ 
and Chinese movie ‘CZ12’ 
will be among seven ilms 
that will be screened 
at the India-China Film 
Festival being organised 
here from Saturday.

In order to strength-
en people-to-people con-
nect and deepen cultural 
understanding between 
the two countries, the In-
dia-China Film Festival will 
be organised during the 
irst India-China High Level 

Mechanism on Cultural and 
People-to-People Exchang-
es from December 22-24.
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Laxman’s 281 is the greatest innings 
played by an Indian cricketer: Dravid

B , D  21 
(PTI): Rahul Dravid had 
the “best seat” in the 
house when VVS Lax-
man scored his epic 281 
against Australia at the 
Eden Gardens, an innings 
that the former captain 
termed as the “greatest 
innings by an Indian”.

“Without a doubt, I 
think, the 281 was prob-
ably one of the most 
signi icant and greatest 
innings played by an In-
dian cricketer, in terms 
of the context, the conse-
quence, the innings was 
played in, Dravid said at 
the launch of Laxman’s 
autobiography “281 and 
Beyond” late Thursday 
evening here.

“I really had the best 
seat in the house for the 
greatest Indian innings 
ever played,” he added.

Dravid also lavished 
praise at his stroke-mak-
ing capabilities during 
the epic knock.

“I was still imagining 
him and visualising him, 
stepping outside the leg-
stump and hitting Shane 
Warne through the cov-
ers, for a ball that is 
pitched yards outside the 
legs-stump. Or to be able 
to lick a ball on the mid-
dle and off-stump on a 
turning track in Kolkata, 
across the line, against a 
great bowler like Shane 
Warne,” he said.

“Or driving Glenn Mc-
Grath or Jason Gillespie. 
The way he did it, I think, 
for me, it was an incredi-
ble experience, watching 

him bat,” he added.
Dravid also said he 

does not like watching 
lot of cricket but when 
he enjoyed Laxman’s 281 
runs innings, sitting in 
his house.

“It was absolutely 
phenomenal to watch. 
Sometimes, I don’t like 
watching a lot of cricket. 
I really hate watching 
myself bat again when 
sometimes they show 
these old matches. If I 
am playing in that, I ac-
tually change the chan-
nel,” he said.

Dravid, who smashed 
180 and stitched 376-
run partnership for ifth 
wicket with Laxman, said 
he was not in greatest of 
form, but he gained con-
idence after watching 

Laxman bat, who was al-
ready in the 90s.

“To be honest, I was 
not in the greatest of 
form leading into that 
particular innings. By 
the time, I went into bat 
(at No 6), Laxman was 
batting at 90-odd. I was 
not playing well in that 
series and watching him 

play gave me a lot of con-
idence. It was a magical 

day,” he said.
“I am truly grateful 

and blessed to have had 
that opportunity and to 
have experienced that, 
with someone who I 
knew when I was a kid. 
In lot of ways, it (281) 
de ines Laxman more 
than me.”

Laxman said both he 
and Dravid played ac-
cording to the merit of 
the balls and hardly con-
versed, but punched each 
others gloves to stay on 

the wicket.
“It was a terrible situ-

ation for all of us to be in. 
We were thinking of the 
present. We are 274 runs 
behind (after following 
on). All we did was, play-
ing according to the mer-
it of the ball.

“And we did not have 
too much of conver-
sation. All we did was 
punch the gloves and 
said ‘one more over’. We 
broke it down into small 
goals,” Laxman said.

Asked about the con-
versation they both had 
in the middle of the pitch, 
Dravid said he was keen 
on striking a conversa-
tion with Laxman, but 
was busy marking lines 
round the batting crease.

“He had so many 
of his routines, like, he 
will tap the gloves, then 
he will go to the crease, 
mark seven times this 
side and six times the 
other side.

“Then Laxman will 
come and stand. He was 
in such a rush to do all 
his lines that there was 
no time to have a con-
versation. I am waiting 
there to talk to Laxman 
and he is busy marking 
lines. I always used to 
pull his leg about it,” Dra-
vid recollected.

Gundappa Viswa-
nath, Roger Binny, EAS 
Prasanna, Syed Kirma-
ni, Javagal Srinath, Anil 
Kumble, Dodda Ganesh, 
Robin Uthappa and sev-
eral other former cricket-
ers, graced the oaccsion.

NASA’s InSight Lander places irst instrument on Mars
Washington, Dec 21 (PTI): 
NASA’s InSight lander has de-
ployed its irst instrument 
onto the surface of Mars, com-
pleting a major mission mile-
stone that will allow scientists 
to peer into the Martian interi-
or by studying ground motion 
-- also known as marsquakes, 
the US space agency said.

New images from the land-
er show the seismometer on 
the ground, its copper-co-
loured covering faintly illu-
minated in the Martian dusk, 
NASA said in a statement.

“InSight’s timetable of ac-
tivities on Mars has gone better 
than we hoped,” said InSight 
Project Manager Tom Hoffman, 
who is based at NASA’s Jet Pro-
pulsion Laboratory (JPL).

“Getting the seismome-
ter safely on the ground is an 
awesome Christmas present,” 
said Hoffman. The InSight 
team has been working care-
fully towards deploying its two 
dedicated science instruments 
onto Martian soil since landing 
on Mars on November 26.

The Rotation and Interior 
Structure Experiment (RISE), 
which does not have its own 
separate instrument, has al-
ready begun using InSight’s 
radio connection with Earth to 

collect preliminary data on the 
planet’s core.

Not enough time has 
elapsed for scientists to de-
duce what they want to know 
-- scientists estimate they 
might have some results start-
ing in about a year, according 
to NASA.

To deploy the seismome-
ter (also known as the Seis-
mic Experiment for Interior 
Structure, or SEIS) and the 
heat probe (also known as 
the Heat Flow and Physical 
Properties Probe, or HP3), en-
gineers irst had to verify the 

robotic arm that picks up and 
places InSight’s instruments 
onto the Martian surface was 
working properly.

Engineers tested the com-
mands for the lander, making 
sure a model in the test bed at 
JPL deployed the instruments 
exactly as intended.

Scientists also had to anal-
yse images of the Martian 
terrain around the lander to 
igure out the best places to 

deploy the instruments.
On December 18, InSight 

engineers sent up the com-
mands to the spacecraft. On 

December 19, the seismom-
eter was gently placed onto 
the ground directly in front of 
the lander, about as far away 
as the arm can reach -- 1.636 
metres, away.

“Seismometer deployment 
is as important as landing In-
Sight on Mars,” said InSight 
Principal Investigator Bruce 
Banerdt, also based at JPL.

“The seismometer is the 
highest-priority instrument 
on InSight: We need it in order 
to complete about three-quar-
ters of our science objectives,” 
Banerdt said. The seismom-

eter allows scientists to peer 
into the Martian interior by 
studying ground motion -- also 
known as marsquakes.

Each marsquake acts as a 
kind of lashbulb that illumi-
nates the structure of the plan-
et’s interior.

By analysing how seismic 
waves pass through the layers 
of the planet, scientists can de-
duce the depth and composi-
tion of these layers.

“Having the seismometer 
on the ground is like holding 
a phone up to your ear,” said 
Philippe Lognonne, principal 
investigator of SEIS from In-
stitut de Physique du Globe 
de Paris (IPGP) and Paris Did-
erot University.

“We’re thrilled that we’re 
now in the best position to 
listen to all the seismic waves 
from below Mars’ surface and 
from its deep interior,” Log-
nonne said.

In the coming days, the In-
Sight team will work on level-
ling the seismometer, which is 
sitting on ground that is tilted 
2 to 3 degrees.

The irst seismometer sci-
ence data should begin to low 
back to Earth after the seis-
mometer is in the right posi-
tion, NASA said.

Saina says playing 
in end-of-year PBL 

sometimes affects body

World Cup inal drew global 
audience of 1.12 billion

Smith hopes to recover lost ground 
before World Cup with strong IPL show

M , D  21 (PTI): 
The Premier Badminton 
League (PBL), starting here 
on Saturday, is being held 
at the end of the year after 
a hectic season and at times 
it does affect the players’ 
bodies, feels star Indian 
shuttler Saina Nehwal.

“Everyone gives their 
100 per cent, that’s for 
sure, and wants to win. 
But it’s the end of the year 
and sometimes it gets to 
the body. It’s not easy for 
all the players. It’s one of 
the toughest tournaments, 
but everyone gives their 
best,” said Saina at a PBL 
pre-season 4 media con-
ference here.

Saina, who would 
be leading North East-
ern Warriors in the 
nine-team League, was 
responding to a que-
ry whether the players 
could replicate in the PBL 
the intensity with which 
they normally play in the 
Super Series events.

“It’s not the same as a 
tournament. It is a team 
event. You enjoy playing 
a team event. For us it’s 
sometimes like a festival. 
We see so many matches. 
Youngsters also bene it. 
Badminton is growing now 
because of the performanc-
es (of the top shuttlers) 
and because of the league,” 
insisted the 2012 London 
Olympic Games women’s 
singles bronze medallist.

Reigning Olympic 
and world women’s sin-
gles champion Carolina 
Marin agreed with Saina.

“The pressure is 
much different. For us, 
we have to think about 
team not ourselves,” said 
Marin who is to captain 
league debutantes Pune 
7 Aces. National bad-
minton coach Pullela Go-
pichand said the league 

has helped someone like 
Kidambi Srikanth over 
the last three years to 
improve his game at the 
international level.

“Take for example 
Srikanth -- the league has 
helped him. It has helped 
even (doubles players) 
Satviksairaj Rankireddy 
and Ashwini (Ponappa) 
who got a lot of con i-
dence after playing in it.

“There has been a 
huge positive response 
from junior players who 
have travelled with the 
teams. So many have ben-
e ited from being part of 
the teams - playing or not 
playing,” said Gopi.

Atul Pande of the 
franchise league organ-
isers Sportzlive (under 
the aegis of the Badmin-
ton Association of India) 
said the only window the 
Badminton World Feder-
ation provides them was 
now (in December).

“In Super Series 
events they (players) 
have to play a match ev-
ery day but here it’s usu-
ally once every third day.

It’s easier on the body,” 
he explained. He conceded 
that the franchises were 
yet to make a pro it.

“Generally speaking, 
no. Without prize money 
no, they are not making 
money. It’s like so many 
other leagues. At this point 
of time the central revenue 
pool is not enough for the 
franchises to break even. 
It takes time to increase 
the pool,” he said.

Z , D  21 (AFP): A com-
bined global audience of 1.12 bil-
lion watched the World Cup inal 
between France and Croatia in July, 
FIFA, the governing body of world 
football, said on Friday.

In total, FIFA said, a “combined 
3.572 billion viewers - more than 
half of the global population aged 
four and over - tuned in to world 
football’s ultimate competition” 
for at least a minute, over the 
course of the World Cup’s from 
June 14 to July 15.

A survey it had commissioned by 
FIFA found that 3.04 billion viewers 
caught at least three minutes, a 10.9 
per cent increase on Brazil 2014, 

and 2.49 billion watched at least 30 
minutes, or one third of one match, 
up on 2014’s 1.95 billion.

FIFA calculated that the aver-
age live audience for each of the 64 
matches was 191 million.

The survey estimated that 9.5 
per cent of that audience, or 309.7 
million people, watched no coverage 
at home but “caught the action on 
digital platforms, in public viewing 
areas or in bars and restaurants.”

That proportion was higher for 
the inal between France and Croa-
tia. FIFA said 884.37 million viewers 
tuning in to traditional TV coverage 
and a further 231.82 million watch-
ing outside the home or digitally.

S , D  21 (PTI): 
Former Australia captain 
Steve Smith Friday said 
he is desperate to recov-
er lost ground ahead of 
next year’s World Cup 
by competing in the IPL 
after being left so de lat-
ed by the ball-tampering 
scandal that getting out 
of bed became a struggle.

Smith and former 
vice-captain David Warner 
were handed year-long in-
ternational bans for their 
role in the ball-tampering 
scandal in South Africa in 
March which forced a re-
view of Australia’s cricket 
culture.

“Now the way the One 
Day game is played it’s 
almost like an extended 
T20. So I think T20 crick-
et is a good way to pre-
pare and the IPL is one 
of the best tournaments 
around the world,” Smith 
said in his irst press con-
ference after the tearful 
breakdown following the 
return from South Africa.

While serving his ban, 
Smith has participated in 
several T20 competitions, 
including in Canada and 
the Caribbean, in a bid to 
get play time. The IPL is 
scheduled to be held in 
April-May followed by 
the World Cup in England 
starting May 30.

The 29-year-old plays 
for Rajasthan Royals in 
the IPL. Although Smith 
stepped down from cap-
taincy in the wake of the 
ball-tampering scandal, 
he continues to be a part 
of the franchise.

“I was playing in 
the Bangladesh League, 
but I don’t know what 
is happening there at 
the moment. After that 
I have the Pakistan 
League and then the 
IPL, which I think is ad-
equate preparation for 
the World Cup, if I’m se-

lected,” Smith said.
Asked about the nine 

months since the scan-
dal, Smith said it was a 
dif icult period but he 
has learnt to deal with it.

“I’ve had my ups and 
downs. There have been 
some dark days where 
I haven’t wanted to get 
out of bed and things like 
that. But I’ve had a close 
group of people around 
me to help me know that 
it’s OK,” Smith said.

“These ninth months 
have been a big learning 
curve for me, having a 
year out of the game has 
given me a time mentally 
refresh and get myself in 
a good headspace to go 
again,” he added.

On what transpired in 
the dressing room during 
the infamous Newlands 
Test, Smith said it was a 
failure of leadership on 
his part.

“In the room I walked 
past something and had 
the opportunity to stop it 
and I didn’t do it. It went 
out and happened on the 
ield,” he recalled.

“I had the opportuni-

ty to stop it rather than 
say I didn’t want to know 
anything about it. That 
was my failure of leader-
ship for that and I have 
taken responsibility for 
that,” he said.

Smith was also asked 
about his thoughts on the 
ongoing India-Australia 
series. The batsman said 
it hasn’t been easy to 
watch from the sidelines.

“...particularly when 
the boys haven’t played 
their best in a couple of 
games. It’s been hard 
watching and knowing 
that I can’t go out and 
help them. But I was re-
ally proud of the way the 
boys played last week in 
Perth,” he said referring 
to the second Test which 
Australia won by 146 
runs to draw level in the 
four-match series.

“...I think Tim Paine’s 
leadership has been ex-
ceptional since taking 
over as captain. He has 
obviously been faced 
with dif icult circum-
stances to begin with 
but he has done a terri ic 
job,” he added.
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Pope vows Church will ‘never 
again’ ignore abuse accusations

V  C , D  21 
(AFP): Pope Francis 
vowed Friday that the 
Catholic Church will 
never again treat abuse 
allegations without “se-
riousness and prompt-
ness”, calling on abusers 
to hand themselves in to 
police. “The Church will 
never seek to hush up 
or not take seriously any 
case,” the pope said in 
his annual address to the 
Church’s governing Curia 
at the Vatican.

“Let it be clear that 
before these abomina-
tions the Church will 
spare no effort to do all 
that is necessary to bring 
to justice whosoever has 
committed such crimes”.

A litany of child sex-
ual abuse scandals has 
rocked the Roman Catho-
lic Church, which has 1.3 
billion followers around 
the world, with the pope 
as recently as Wednes-
day accepting the resig-
nation of a US auxiliary 
bishop over his “miscon-
duct” with a minor.

“It is undeniable that 
some in the past, out of 
irresponsibility, disbe-

lief, lack of training, inex-
perience, or spiritual and 
human short-sightedness, 
treated many cases with-
out the seriousness and 
promptness that was due.

“That must never 
happen again. This is the 
choice and the decision 
of the whole Church.”

The pope on Friday 
also called on for anyone 
who has committed child 
abuse, including priests, 
to hand themselves over 

to justice. “To those who 
abuse minors I would say 
this: convert and hand 
yourself over to human 
justice, and prepare for 
divine justice,” the pope 
told Curia.

Francis has struggled 
to resolve the problem as 
the steady drip of scan-
dal corrodes the church’s 
authority but fresh cases 
surface regularly against 
a background of sharp di-
visions in Rome over the 

issue. The pope last week 
removed two prominent 
cardinals from his inner 
circle months after they 
were tainted by paedo-
phile scandals and ahead 
of a Church-wide meet-
ing on the “protection of 
minors” next year.

Australian Cardinal 
George Pell and Chilean 
Cardinal Francisco Javier 
Errazuriz were both re-
moved from the so-called 
C9 Council of Cardinals, 

an international advice 
body set up by Francis 
himself, the Vatican said 
on December 12.

The last time the C9 
met in September, Er-
razuriz, who is accused 
of ignoring reports of 
abuse in Chile, and Pell, 
who faces charges in 
Australia related to his-
torical child sexual of-
fences, were both absent, 
and the council said it 
was considering restruc-

turing. Despite being re-
moved from the C9, Pell, 
77, remains in charge 
of Vatican inances, the 
third most powerful po-
sition in the Roman Cath-
olic Church.

The Church has been 
hit by a series of child 
abuse scandals in recent 
years, with widespread 
allegations of cover-ups, 
including against the 
pope himself.

The pope told the Cu-
ria on Friday that there 
were still “consecrated 
men... who abuse the 
vulnerable, taking ad-
vantage of their posi-
tion and their power of 
persuasion.”

“They perform abom-
inable acts yet continue 
to exercise their ministry 
as if nothing had hap-
pened. They have no fear 
of God or his judgement, 
but only of being found 
out and unmasked.”

“Often behind their 
boundless amiability, im-
peccable activity and an-
gelic faces, they shame-
lessly conceal a vicious 
wolf ready to devour in-
nocent souls.”

China denies 
NYT report 
on building 
military jets 
in Pakistan 
under CPEC
KJM VARMA
B , D  21 (PTI): 
China on Friday dis-
missed as untrue a US 
media report that alleged 
that it has hatched a secret 
plan to build ighter jets 
and other military hard-
ware in Pakistan as part 
of the USD 60 billion Chi-
na-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC) project.

The CPEC, which 
connects Gwadar Port 
in Balochistan with Chi-
na’s Xinjiang province, 
is the lagship project of 
Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping’s ambitious Belt and 
Road Initiative (BRI).

The Islamabad date-
lined report in the New 
York Times said Paki-
stani Air Force and Chi-
nese of icials were put-
ting the inal touches to 
the secret proposal.

“Chinese of icials 
have repeatedly said the 
Belt and Road is pure-
ly an economic project 
with peaceful intent. 
But with its plan for Pa-
kistan, China is for the 
irst time explicitly tying a 

Belt and Road proposal to 
its military ambitions and 
con irming the concerns of 
a host of nations who sus-
pect the infrastructure ini-
tiative is really about help-
ing China project armed 
might,” the report said.

“According to our in-
formation the relevant 
report is not true,” the 
Chinese Foreign Minis-
try spokesperson, Hua 
Chunying, told a media 
brie ing when asked 
about the report, which 
coincided with the eighth 
Joint Coordination Com-
mittee (JCC) meeting of 
the CPEC during which 
both sides signed an 
agreement to expand in-
dustrial cooperation in 
diverse ields and attract 
investment in special 
economic zones.

Hua said the CPEC is 
an important framework 
for cooperation bearing 
the long-term interests 
in mind. 

China warns of “forceful 
measures” as Trump 

signs new law on Tibet

UAE to provide USD 3 bn to Pakistan 
to overcome inancial crunches

US turned blind eye to Pak’s nuke 
programme in 70s after China’s 

intervention: Documents

B , D  21 (PTI): 
China has warned the US 
that it would take “force-
ful measures” to reso-
lutely safeguard its own 
interests after President 
Donald Trump signed a 
new law that imposes a 
visa ban on Chinese of i-
cials denying American 
citizens access to Tibet.

Trump signed the 
Reciprocal Access to 
Tibet Act of 2018 into 
law Wednesday which 
passed by US Congress 
and the Senate, enrag-
ing China.

China insists Tibet 
has been part of its ter-
ritory for centuries. The 
Dalai Lama led to India 
in 1959 amid an abor-
tive uprising against the 
Chinese rule in his Hima-
layan homeland.

Foreigners have to 
seek special permission 
from China to visit Tibet.

US citizens, including 
government of icials, re-
porters and tourists who 
seek to enter Tibetan ar-
eas are routinely reject-
ed, and the few who do 
get in are forced to stay 
on strictly controlled of-
icial tours, where the 

true situation of the Ti-
betan people is hidden 
from them, American of-
icials say.

While the Chinese for-
eign ministry warned of 
consequences, China’s 
National People’s Con-
gress (NPC) on Thurs-
day night expressed 
strong indignation and 
firm opposition to the 
United States for enact-
ing the law.

The act is against the 
basic norms of interna-
tional relations and a 
gross interference in Chi-
na’s domestic affairs, a 
statement issued by the 
NPC Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee said.

It has sent a seriously 
wrong message to “Tibet-
an independence” forces, 
the statement said.

Stressing that Tibet 
affairs are purely Chi-
na’s domestic affairs and 
allow no interference 
from other countries, 
the statement said add-
ing that Tibet and Ti-
betan areas in the other 

four provinces are open 
to people from around 
the world.

Since 2015, the num-
ber of visitors to Tibet 
and these regions from 
the United States alone 
has reached nearly 
40,000, including mul-
tiple delegations of US 
Congressmen received 
by the NPC, it said.

It defended the re-
striction of entry of for-
eigners, saying that tak-
ing into consideration 
factors such as Tibet’s 
special geographic and 
climatic conditions.

The Chinese govern-
ment has taken certain 
administrative measures 
in accordance with laws 
and regulations for for-
eigners to enter Tibet, 
which are totally neces-
sary and give no ground 
for blame.

The act’s accusations 
against China disregard 
the facts and are full of 
prejudice, and complete-
ly unacceptable by the 
Chinese side, it said.

“If the US side imple-
ment the act, it will de i-
nitely cause serious dam-
age to bilateral relations 
including exchanges be-
tween legislative bodies 
of both countries, and 
China will take forceful 
measures to resolutely 
safeguard its own inter-
ests,” the statement said.

The Chinese Foreign 
Ministry spokesperson 
Hua Chunying on Thurs-
day said China welcomes 
more and more foreign-
ers to Tibet for visit, 
travel and business, and 
this policy will remain 
unchanged.

But the precondition 
is that they must abide 
by the Chinese laws and 
relevant regulations and 
go through necessary 
procedures, she said.

We urge the US side 
to fully realise the highly 
sensitive nature of Ti-
bet-related issues, stop 
using them to interfere 
in China’s internal af-
fairs and refrain from 
putting the act into ef-
fect, otherwise the US 
itself has to bear all the 
consequences that may 
cause,” she said.

D , D  21 (PTI): 
The UAE will soon give 
USD 3 billion to cash-
strapped Pakistan to sup-
port its inancial and mon-
etary policies, the state 
media reported on Friday.

The announcement 
comes as Pakistan is ne-
gotiating a USD 8 billion 
bailout package from the 
International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) to overcome 
a severe balance-of-pay-
ments crisis that threat-
ens to cripple the coun-
try’s economy. However, 
a recent meeting between 
the IMF and Pakistan end-
ed in a stalemate.

The transfer of 11 
billion dirhams (USD 3 
billion) by the govern-
ment-owned Abu Dhabi 
Fund for Development 
(ADFD) to State Bank 
of Pakistan is expected 
to be carried out in the 
“coming days”, the WAM 

news agency said.
The announcement of 

the inancial support to 
Pakistan comes a week 
after its Finance Minis-
ter Asad Umar said that 
soon there will be an in-
coming investment pack-
age from the country’s 
close ally Saudi Arabia 
that would be “the big-
gest foreign investment” 
in Pakistan’s history.

The UAE’S support 
for Pakistan’s iscal pol-
icy is based on the his-
torical ties between the 
two people and the two 
friendly countries and 
the desire to further de-
velop the bilateral coop-
eration in all ields, the 
WAM report said.

Pakistan’s all weath-
er ally China has also 
pledged to provide a 
generous aid to Islam-
abad to overcome its i-
nancial woes. 

W , D  21 
(PTI): The US acceded 
to Pakistan’s demand 
to overlook its secre-
tive nuclear weapons 
programme following 
the Soviet invasion of 
Afghanistan in the late 
70s after Chinese leader 
Deng Xiaoping convinced 
Washington to support 
Islamabad for the “sta-
bility” in South Asia, 
according to latest de-
classi ied State Depart-
ment documents.

The documents re-
veal that the then Paki-
stani dictator General 
Zia-ul Haq and Chinese 
Vice Premier Deng Xia-
oping were successful in 
extracting this price from 
the US in lieu of Islam-
abad’s support to Amer-
ica against the Soviet in-
vasion of Afghanistan.

In addition to the US 
turning a blind eye to Pa-
kistan’s nuclear weap-
ons programme, Deng 
also convinced the US 
to start giving more mil-
itary and financial aid 
to Pakistan, according 
to the US Foreign Rela-
tions 1977-1980 vol-
ume on Afghanistan.

The voluminous doc-
ument indicates that 
both Zia and Deng suc-
cessfully convinced the 
then Jimmy Carter ad-
ministration that India 
under Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi would be 
pro-Soviet.

“There are limits on 
our ability to aid Pakistan 
because of their nuclear 
explosive programme. 
Although we still object 
to their doing so, we will 
now set that aside for 
the time being, to facil-
itate strengthening Pa-
kistan against potential 
Soviet action,” the then 
US Defence Secretary 
Harold Brown said in a 
January 8, 1980 meeting 
with Deng.

The Chinese leader 
applauded the US deci-
sion as he was success-
fully able to convince the 
Carter administration on 
this issue.

“That is a very good 
approach. Pakistan has 

its own reasons for de-
veloping a nuclear pro-
gramme. We ourselves 
oppose the Pakistan ef-
fort on nuclear weapons 
because we believe it is 
meaningless to spend 
money on such a pro-
gramme,” he said.

“Pakistan has its own 
arguments, ie, India has 
exploded a nuclear de-
vice but the world has 
not seemed to complain 
about this. So now you 
have decided to put 
this aside and solve the 
question of military and 
economic aid to Paki-
stan. We applaud this 
decision,” said Deng, who 
later emerged as China’s 
top leader.

He also convinced 
the US to not equate In-
dia and Pakistan when it 
comes to giving aid.

“You may recall that I 
raised the question of aid 
to Pakistan with Presi-
dent Carter. He said the 
US will give aid in pro-
portion to the population 
of the two countries. I 
said this was not feasi-
ble,” Deng told Brown 
referring to his conversa-
tion with Carter.

“The Pakistanis and 
Indians are afraid of each 
other. If the population 
ratio formula should be 
used, Pakistan will be in 
an increasingly inferior 
position. We hope that 
since the United States 
decided to give aid to Pa-
kistan, it will really sat-
isfy Pakistan’s require-
ments. We hope your aid 
to Pakistan will not be 
affected too much by In-
dia’s reaction,” Deng said.

“With regard to ques-
tion of South Asia, there 
is no other way except 
giving aid to Pakistan. It 
has always been our view 
that the US policy giving 
more attention to India 
than Pakistan is not an 
appropriate policy.

“Regarding India, we 
have always felt that the 
United States should try 
to cultivate good rela-
tions, and this has had 
a good effect. But India 
is not a stabilising fac-
tor. Perhaps you already 

know the general elec-
tion results,” he said.

He was referring to 
the then just-concluded 
parliamentary elections 
in which Indira Gandhi 
came back to power with 
a majority.

Observing that 
Gandhi had got 70 per 
cent of the vote, Deng 
said it was very difficult 
to judge that time how 
India will go.

“Even if Indira Gand-
hi should follow India’s 
previous policy; still 
India is not the most 
reliable and stabilising 
factor in southern Asia,” 
he argued.

“Let’s not talk about 
Indira Gandhi. The pres-
ent government is think-
ing of recognising the 
Heng Samrin Regime. 
Perhaps after Pakistan 
has been strengthened, 
India will become a more 
stabilising factor. What 
one should try to achieve 
is to make Pakistan a 
genuine stabilising factor 
in South Asia,” he said.

“We hope the US will 
give earnest and sincere 
thought to this question. 
If one does not keep this 
clear in one’s mind, then 
one’s attitude toward 
India will make one vac-
illate in one’s position to-
ward Pakistan.

“In the past the US 
has refrained from aid-
ing Pakistan. I think in 
part this is the work of 
India, probably because 
of a fear of offending In-
dia. Since you now have 
decided to aid Pakistan, 
I am sure India will send 
you one note after anoth-
er, strongly objecting,” 
Deng said.

Around 10 days be-
fore Gandhi was sworn 
in as the new Prime Min-
ister of India on Janu-
ary 14, 1980, Zia had a 
meeting with the then 
US Ambassador to Pa-
kistan in which he suc-
cessfully bargained for 
the US to keep an eye off 
its nuclear weapons pro-
gramme in lieu of its sup-
port for America against 
the Russian invasion in 
Afghanistan.
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ARIES :Restless much? You’re itching for 
escape, daydreaming of white-sand beach-
es or exploring Mayan ruins. But what can 
you do right NOW, Aries? Under today’s 
impulsive Sun-Uranus trine, fi nd an imme-
diate fi x that will sate your inner adventurer 
closer to home. Visit a newly opened venue 
for drinks this evening and pick up lunch 
from a food truck. Mix up your exercise rou-
tine with an upbeat cardio class. And if the 
urge to travel just can’t be denied, set a fare 
alert and book when the price is right.
TAURUS:Jealousy alert! The emer-
ald-eyed monster could rear its head 
among your squad today, thanks to a 
meeting of shock jock Uranus and the 
ego-driven Sun in your eighth house of 
intensity. Avoid getting caught in the com-
parison trap, Bull—these are your friends, 
after all! If you fi nd yourself obsessing 
over who has more money or followers 
than you, consciously stop yourself. View 
their accomplishments as inspiration.
GEMINI:Let’s hear it for synergy! To-
day, radical Uranus aligns with the bold 
Sun in your relationship house, fueling 

your interactions with stimulating con-
versation. If you’ve been at odds with 
someone close to you, these skies set 
the stage for reconciliation. Stop avoid-
ing your friend, Gemini, and have a 
constructive talk. If things have gotten 
tense within your squad, movement can 
help shake things up.
CANCER: All work and no play, Can-
cer? Today, the Sun is grinding through 
your sixth house of effi  ciency, teaming 
up with innovative Uranus in your am-
bitious tenth house. You’re unstoppable 
on your mission—but no need to carry 
the weight alone. Enlist a few helpful 
people to lighten your load as you as-
cend. Under this impatient starmap, you 
could worry that you’re not getting the 
recognition you deserve. 
LEO  :You’ve been up in the clouds fanta-
sizing about your lofty goals, but it’s time 
to make some bold moves down here on 
Earth. Today, the Sun in your courageous 
fi fth house teams up with innovative Ura-
nus to make your grand visions a bona 
fi de reality. But success is not going to 

just fall from the sky, Leo. Start putting 
yourself out there and building a buzz. 
Spruce up your online profi les and blast 
meaningful messages out to your chan-
nels to let the world know what you’re up 
to. A little self-promotion goes a long way. 
Cast a wider net than usual as you con-
duct your outreach—you just never know 
whose attention you might grab.
VIRGO: As the saying goes, you 
should be able to count your truest 
friends on one hand. But have you kept 
your inner circle so tight that no worthy 
contenders can get in? Today, the daring 
Sun high-fi ves changemaker Uranus in 
the most personable parts of your chart. 
If someone new has been vying for your 
attention, give them a chance, Virgo. 
Break the ice with some genuine conver-
sation and see if they can meet you in that 
down-to-earth space.
LIBRA :Today’s magnetic alignment be-
tween the bold Sun and unpredictable Ura-
nus has a captive audience eating out of the 
palm of your hand. People are drawn to you 
like moths to the fl ame, so use this charis-

ma to your advantage and voice your most 
outre ideas. Don’t hold back—especially in 
romance. Your wit and allure are heightened, 
and a little fl irting will go a long way.
SCORPIO:Risky business? Today’s 
stars urge you break the mold and take 
a bold leap in your career. Playing it safe 
has run its course, Scorpio, and you could 
be missing out on a lucrative opportunity 
if you stay in your holding pattern. Don’t 
jump without a net, however, but do start 
browsing your options.
SAGITTARIUS: Itchy feet AGAIN, Sag-
ittarius? Your wanderlust is roused today, 
thanks to a freedom-seeking sync-up be-
tween the Sun and indie-spirited Uranus. 
Nobody puts an Archer in the corner—and 
if there’s anything your sign hates, it’s be-
ing told what to do. Putting your nose to the 
grindstone and tackling your work could be 
a Herculean mission today.
CAPRICORN: Try not to overdo it to-
day, Capricorn. The Sun is asleep at the 
wheel in your twelfth house of rest AND 
synced up with Uranus in your homey 
fourth house. It’s no wonder you barely 

feel like getting out of bed this morning!
AQUARIUS: Filters please! A foot-in-
mouth moment is entirely possible today, 
with the ego-driven Sun linking up with er-
ratic Uranus. As the zodiac’s personable 
and quick-witted mad scientist, your “out-
there” notions could be too much for a 
certain audience. Save the wisecracks for 
your closer compadres, keeping dialogue 
professional with coworkers.
PISCES :Raise the bar! Today, the 
ego-driven Sun and radical Uranus shout 
marching orders to step up your career 
game. Just because you clock out at the 
end of the day doesn’t mean the work is 
done, Pisces. Choose your after-work 
activities wisely, hitting the industry party 
circuit to rub elbows with VIPs and ex-
change business cards. Tired of your job? 
Then it’s time to be strategic and make a 
move! Today’s ambitious starmap sets the 
stage to take a bold new path, but noth-
ing will fall into your lap either. Spruce up 
your resume and LinkedIn profi les and 
get ready to network. Friendly reminder: 
It’s all about who you know! 

SNAKESKIN SCENE:  Actress and singer 
Hailee Steinfeld rocks a bold look pairing a snakeskin
print dress with a bright orange coat at SiriusXM studios
in New York City.

Death of cow given more signifi cance than that 
of police offi  cer, says Naseeruddin; gets trolled

Landmark 2018 fuels Olympic medal 
hopes for Indian table tennis

BHARAT SHARMA
N  D , D  21 (PTI): Indian table tennis earned the 
world’s respect in a watershed 2018 when the country won a 
historic two medals at the Asian Games after Manika Batra’s 
unprecedented showing at the Commonwealth Games.

Sharath Kamal, arguably India’s inest player who is still 
going strong at 36, summed up the year aptly.

“At the start of the year, if anyone would have said we will 
win one, let alone two medals 
at the Asian Games, I would 
have laughed it off. It has been 
that kind of year. Best ever 
year for me and best ever for 
Indian table tennis,” the veter-
an told PTI.

The Sharath-led men’s 
team exceeded its own expec-
tations by winning a bronze at 
the Asian Games in Jakarta af-
ter stunning the mighty Japan 
in the quarter inals.

His younger teammate 
G Sathiyan delivered under 
pressure by winning both 
his singles against high-
er-ranked opponents.

The dream run did not end 
there as Sharath and Mani-
ka landed a mixed doubles 
bronze which has given them the belief that they are good 
enough to win an Olympic medal.

To put the achievement in perspective, it was the irst time 
that India returned home with an Asian Games medal ever 
since table tennis was introduced in the mega event’s pro-
gram in 1958. The stellar performance forced even the ‘invin-
cible’ Chinese to take notice.

While the sport took giant strides, a star too was born with 
Manika pocketing as many as four medals including two his-
toric gold medals in women’s team and women’s singles.

She beat the then world number four and Olympic medal-
list, Feng Tianwei of Singapore, twice to step on the top of the 
podium. She later added a doubles silver and mixed doubles 
bronze to her kitty to become the most successful Indian ath-
lete at the Gold Coast Games.

Considering the bar she has set for herself, the world num-
ber 52 will have to keep improving to compete with the global 
best. It was only itting that she ended the year by becoming 

the irst Indian to win the Breakthrough Star award at the In-
ternational Table Tennis Federation (ITTF) awards in Incheon.

Sharath and Sathiyan too ended 2018 on a high as they at-
tained their best ever rankings. Sharath is 30th in the latest 
list and a place below him is Sathiyan.

“Considering the kind of year we have had, we have to keep 
performing to maintain the momentum we have got. It is all 
about preparing for the 2020 Olympics now. Our best chance 

is in mixed doubles and Manika and I have already planned 
the roadmap leading up to the Tokyo Games,” said Sharath.

Next year will see the players featuring in 14 to 16 events 
as they aim for the Olympic quali ication.

Italian coach Massimo Costantini, who guided India 
to a record showing in Asian Games and Commonwealth 
Games, has joined the ITTF and the players need a new 
coach at the earliest. “While the TTFI is looking for the 
best available coach, we are losing momentum. 2019 is an 
important year ahead of the Olympics and whoever comes 
in will need at least three months to understand the Indian 
system. So, it is imperative that the coach is appointed as 
soon as possible,” Sharath added.

While India can now aim for an Olympic medal, it got re-
ally close to winning one at the Youth Olympics in Argentina 
where the young Archana Kamath went down ighting in the 
bronze medal play-off. Otherwise, it would have been another 
historic moment in a truly historic year.

In an apparent reference to the recent mob violence in Ut-
tar Pradesh, actor Naseeruddin Shah said death of a cow is 

being given more importance than killing of a policeman and 
was soon trolled for his remark. The actor said the “poison has 
already spread” and it will be now dif icult to contain it.

“It will be very dif icult to capture this djinn back into the 
bottle again. There is complete impunity for those who take 
law into their own hands. In many areas we are witnessing 

that the death of a cow is more signi icance than that of a po-
lice of icer,” he said.

A user commented on the YouTube video shared by Kar-
wan-e-Mohabbat India, saying “I think Gulfam Hasan’s char-
acter played by him in ‘Sarfarosh’ is actually his real character. 
Anti-Indian elements are using social media very shrewdly.”

The comment was in reference to his character in the 1998 

action-drama “Sarfarosh” in which he played a Pakistani singer 
who aids cross-border terrorism in the garb of spreading music.

“This is the same guy who signed mercy petition of Yakub 
Memon. Problem is within you Mr Gulfam Hassan #Nasirud-
dinshah,” another user wrote on Twitter. “Criminals and cor-
rupt have to fear in India. Go to Pakistan #NaseeruddinShah,” 
another user commented.

Shah also expressed anxiety over the well-being of his chil-
dren Imaad and Vivaan with 
actor Ratna Pathak Shah, say-
ing they have not brought up 
their sons as followers of any 
particular religion. “I feel anx-
ious for my children because 
tomorrow if a mob surrounds 
them and asks, ‘Are you a Hin-
du or a Muslim?’ they will have 
no answer. It worries me that I 
don’t see the situation improv-
ing anytime soon.

“These matters don’t 
scare me, they make me angry. 
And I feel every right-think-
ing man should feel angry, not 
scared. This is our home, who 
dare evict us from here?” he 
said in the interview. A user 
said if that is the case, “why 

doesn’t he get out of here?” The actor was also trolled recently for 
his comment on cricketer Virat Kohli where he called the Indian 
skipper “world’s worst behaved player.”

Interestingly, the actor posted an update on Facebook, 
hours after his criticism of Kohli, writing, “Patriotism is often 
the cry extolled when morally questionable acts are advocat-
ed by those in power. - Chelsea Manning, activist.”

Lakme Fashion Week announces 
fresh batch of Gen Next designers
M , D  21 (PTI): The Lakme Fashion 
Week (LFW) today announced the new batch 
of Gen Next designers, who will be showcas-

ing their collections at the upcoming Sum-
mer/Resort 2019 edition.

The Gen Next Designer Programme at 
LFW has given the Indian fashion industry 
some of its biggest designers like Rahul Mish-
ra, Nachiket Barve, Masaba Gupta, Kallol Dut-
ta and Aneeth Arora.

The Summer/Resort 2019 batch has been 
handpicked by the LFW Advisory Board, 
which includes industry stalwarts like Anita 

Dongre and Narendra Kumar. The four de-
signers who have made the cut this year are 
Amrapali Singh, Sunaina Khera from Delhi, 

Madhumita Nath from Mumbai 
and Jodhpur’s Ujjwala Bhadu.

“Gen Next is a key pillar for 
Lakme Fashion Week. Every sea-
son we discover new talent who 
make their mark in the fashion 
industry. This season too, we have 
four promising designers, and it’s 
a nice mix of design sensibilities, 
so I look forward to them showing 
at LFW SR 19,” Ashwath Swamina-
than, Head of Innovations, Lakme 
said in a statement.

Jaspreet Chandok, vice president and head 
- fashion, IMG Reliance said the programme 
aims to promote and shape the face of Indian 
fashion industry and “this season too, we have 
witnessed exceptional talent. The four selected 
designers have been picked keeping in mind 
their potential to de ine the future of fashion.”

The Lakme Fashion Week Summer/Re-
sort 2019 is scheduled to happen from Janu-
ary 30 to February 3.


