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Handyboy
beaten up
and set
on fire at
Jalipool

AARON RAI
GANGTOK, 23 MAR:

awan Sharma, a

handyboy from Cen-
tral Pendam, East Sikkim,
was attacked and set
on fire by four persons
on the evening of 21
March at Murda Hatti,
Jalipool, East Sikkim.
He is currently admit-
ted at CRH Tadong and
two of the four accused
have been placed in po-
lice custody.

According to Pawan,
the incident happened
at around 6:30 pm
at Jalipool where the
truck he works on was
parked. Four men came
to him and asked him
for cigarettes and then
told him to hand in
all the money he had.
When he said he did
not have anything, they
beat him up and then
poured diesel over him
before setting him on
fire. One of the four
panicked and poured
some water on him be-
fore running away.

Fortunately, some lo-
cals saw what happened
and rushed him to the
hospital. He is current-
ly being treated at CRH
Tadong but expenses
have run high and he can
no longer afford further
treatment.

His sister, Sarita Shar-
ma has urged people to
support them as they are
struggling to meet the
hospital expenses.

An FIR against the
four was lodged at Ra-
nipool Police Station and
the accused were subse-
quently arrested.

However, following
investigation two ac-
cused Bishal Gurung and
Satish Rai were taken
into police custody and
the other two released
on bail after detention
after direct culpability of
only two was established
during preliminary in-
vestigation, informed po-
lice sources.
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SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 23 MAR:

ealth Department State IEC Of-

ficer, Sonam Gyaltsen Bhutia to-
day informed that as per a commu-
niqué received from the Ministry
of Health & Family Welfare there
would be no need of comorbidi-
ty certificate for vaccination of
persons in age group of 45 to 59
years from 01 April. He added that
those who will attain 45 years on
01 January 2022 are eligible for the
vaccination.

He further informed that as
per another communiqué received
from the Centre, the gap between
two doses of the vaccines has also
been increased from 4 to 6 weeks
[29 to 42 days] to 6 to 8 weeks [42
to 56 days]. On the same, he urged
the people who have been coming
for second dose to come between
42 to 56 days and further appealed
to coordinate with the concerned
authorities before coming for the
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second dose of vaccine. He also ap-
pealed to people to properly follow
the COVID appropriate behaviour
even those who have been vaccinat-
ed for COVID-19.

Meanwhile, two new cases of
coronavirus have been reported in
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the last 24 hours in Sik-
kim. Two persons near
Tourism Office at Metro
Point, Tadong in East
District tested positive
for COVID-19.

In his daily health
bulletin on Tuesday, Mr
Bhutia informed that two
new cases were detected
in testing of 150 samples
on Monday and both cas-
es were found in RT-PCR
testing of 131 samples. He
added that both are pri-
mary contacts of a family
member who had tested
positive for COVID-19 on
19 March.

On the other hand,
the number of active cases of nov-
el coronavirus in Sikkim has come
down to 42 with nine more recov-
eries in the State. Sikkim’s tally
of confirmed cases of COVID-19
stands at 6208, in which 5934 have
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No need for comorhidity certificate
for those hetween 495-59 yrs

already recovered and released
from isolation facilities in the State.

While giving details of COVID
vaccination, he mentioned that
2930 persons were vaccinated for
COVID-19 in different parts of the
State on Monday. He added that out
of 2930 persons, 1742 got the first
shot of the vaccine and 1188 have
completed their vaccine schedule
with the second dose of the vaccine.

Mr Bhutia said that 189 health-
care workers [37 first dose & 152
second dose], 1316 frontline work-
ers [1036 first dose & 280 second
dose], 280 persons in age group of
45 to 59 years with comorbidities
and 1324 persons in age group of
60 years & above were vaccinated
yesterday in the State.

While seeing district-wise data,
1889 persons [1274 first dose &
615 second dose] in East District,
644 [356 first dose & 288 second
dose] in West District and 424 [139
first dose & 285 second dose] in
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South District have received COVID
vaccine shots.

Likewise, if we see details of
category-wise vaccination in districts,
108 healthcare workers [34 first dose
& 74 second dose], 607 frontline work-
ers [66 first dose & 541 second dose],
182 persons in age group of 45 to 59
years and 965 persons in age group
of 60 years & above have received
COVID vaccines in East District, while
3 healthcare workers [1 first dose & 2
second dose], 339 frontline workers
[286 first dose & 53 second dose], 53
persons in age group of 45 to 59 years
and 294 persons in age group of 60
years & above were also vaccinated for
COVID-19 in West District.

Similarly, 78 healthcare workers
[02 first dose and 76 second dose],
254 frontline workers [209 first
dose & 45 second dose], 45 persons
in age group of 45 to 59 years and
65 persons in age group of 60 years
& above have also got COVID vac-
cine shots in South District.

Eastern Command
ITBP ADG calls on CM

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 23 MAR:

dditional Director Gen-

eral of ITBP Eastern
Command, (Guwahati),
A. M. Prasad called on the
Chief Minister; Prem Singh
Tamang at Mintokgang,
today, a press release from
the Chief Minister’s Office
informs. He was accompa-
nied by DIG, SHQ, Gangtok,
R. P S. Raghuvanshi and
other officers.

It was a courtesy call
by the ADG during which
several points related to
the strengthening of secu-
rity along the border areas
of Sikkim were discussed.

The ADG briefed
about various strategies
and the prevailing issues
related to the border, like
setting up new border
outposts and a training
centre, which promotes
adventure sports like
mountaineering and
others, that eventually

may also be supportive
towards tourism in the
State. He also informed
about his endeavour to
establish a battalion in
the State.

The Chief Minister
stated that National Se-
curity should be priori-
tised and also expressed
his desire to work in co-
operation and assured
all possible support from
the State Government. He
expressed his gratitude
towards the ADG and the
team for their visit and the
productive discussion.

It is also to be men-
tioned that the Indo
Tibetan Border Police
(ITBP) had posted its
first officer ADG, A. M.
Prasad in the month of
August 2020; to head the
newly created Guwahati
based Eastern Command
that oversees the deploy-
ment of border battal-
ions in the region.

Vaccine for all above 45
years from April 1: Govt

NEw DELHI, MAR 23 (PTI):
The government Tues-
day announced that from
April 1, all people above
45 years of age will be
eligible to get COVID-19
vaccines and requested
them to get registered for
the inoculation.

Briefing  reporters
on the decisions taken
by the Cabinet after its
meeting, Union minster
Prakash Javadekar said
now even people without
comorbidities who are

more that 45 years of age
can get vaccinated.

He requested peo-
ple entitled to get them-
selves registered to take
the jabs.

He said the Cabinet
also decided that the sec-
ond dose of the vaccine
can be taken between
four and eight weeks, on
the advice of doctors. It
was allowed to be taken
between four to six weeks
earlier; but scientists
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CM's wife maugurates 4 medical units atNamchi Hospital

BIKASH CHETTRI
NAMCH]I, 23 MAR:
ife of Chief Minister,
PS Tamang, Krishna
Rai inaugurated four med-
ical units in Namchi Dis-
trict Hospital today.

Endoscopy machine,
two dental chairs (gift-
ed to the hospital on the
birthday of the Chief Min-
ister), cardiology OPD
unit and Garib Jankalyan
Prakostha information
centre were inaugurated
during the hour-long vis-
it of Ms Rai. She also vis-
ited units on the top four
floors of Namchi District
Hospital.

Garib Jankalyan Pra-
kostha information cen-
tre is going to work for
those in BPL category
who need support for
medical facilities in di-
rect coordination with
the Chief Minister’s Of-
fice. The beneficiaries
are going to be support-
ed with medicines, am-

bulance during referrals
to STNM Gangtok and
financial support for ma-
jor illnesses.

During Ms Rai’s vis-
it, the CMO and DMS of
Namchi District Hospital
reported several facilities
given to the patients and
informed her of the re-
quirement for stationery
budget of the hospital.

Krishna Rai also at-
tended the closing cere-
mony of a Mega Sale and
Exhibition of handloom
products from Ladakh,
Assam, Uttar Pradesh, Bi-
har, Manipur, West Ben-
gal and Sikkim in Upper
Goom, South Sikkim, with
South District Zilla Adak-
shya Tshering Dem, South
District SKM In-charge,

Youth Wing and executive
members of Nari Shakti, in
the afternoon.

The event was orga-
nized by the Directorate
of Handicrafts and Han-
dloom Government of
Sikkim and Sikkim Hand-
loom and Handicrafts De-
velopment Corporation
Limited, a Government of
Sikkim undertaking, and

was sponsored by the
Ministry of Textiles, Gov-
ernment of India.

SIRD Director, Bishal
Mukhia was felicitated for
his contribution in acquir-
ing the funding from the
World Bank for building
Community Facility Cen-
tre in Goom, by the self-
help groups of the village.

The chief guest of the
program Krishna Rai ap-
plauded the hard work of
the women of SHGs and
said that Registration
Card for participating in
national exhibitions will
be provided to them.

She also urged the
self-help groups to work
on the previous plan
of tailoring uniforms
for school children and
spoke about the 'Skilled
Youth Startup Scheme.
For the attraction of the
rural people of Goom,
carom tournament was
also organized by the
Department.

States can bring in local restrictions,
says Centre in new Covid rules

NEw DELHI, 23 MAR [NDTV]: States
can bring in restrictions locally, based
on their assessment, but no activity
will be restricted outside containment
zones, the government said today in
new guidelines to tackle a spike in
Covid cases in parts of the country.

All states must strictly enforce the
test-track-treat protocol and ensure
Covid-appropriate behavior to check
the spread of the coronavirus, say the
Home Ministry's new guidelines, ef-
fective for the month of April.

The centre has also asked states
to rapidly step up vaccinations to
cover all priority groups at the
The vaccine drive has
seen "uneven pace" across differ-
ent States and Union Territories
and the slow pace of vaccination
"is a matter of con-
cern"”, says the home ministry.

"Vaccination against COVID-19,
in the present scenario, is critical
to break the chain of transmission.
Therefore, all state/UT governments
should rapidly step up the pace of vac-

earliest.

in some states

cination, to cover all priority groups in
an expeditious manner," it says.

States where the proportion of
RT-PCR tests is less should rapidly in-
crease them to 70 per cent or more,
the Home Ministry says.

Based on the Covid-positive cas-
es and the tracking of their contacts,
district authorities will need to mark
containment zones and notify them
on websites.

States have been asked to consider
fines or other similar action to strictly
enforce Covid-appropriate behavior
like masks, sanitizing and distancing
in work places and in public, especial-
ly in crowded places.

The rules say there will be no re-
striction on inter-state and intra-state
movement of people and goods.

All activities will be allowed out-
side the containment zones, with
SOPs. This means the government
will not stop trains, flights, metros,
schools, colleges, hotels, restaurants,
shopping malls, multiplexes, parks,
yoga centres, gyms and gatherings.

TMC youth project Ramesh Karadria
as “mdenendent" candldate Irom Ilarl

SMRITA KHAWAS
DARJEELING, 23 MAR:
Trinamool Youth Con-
gress convened an in-
door meeting at the TMC
party office here and unan-
imously decided to project
Ramesh Karadria as their
“independent”  candidate
from the Darjeeling constitu-
ency after what they see as
negligent treatment from
their alliance partners, the
two factions of the Gorkha
Janmukti Morcha.

Palden Lama of the
TMC informed a press
conference today that even
though the party president,
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee, had left the three

assembly seats in the Hills
for the party’s alliance part-
ners, the two factions of
the GJM were squabbling
instead of trying to ensure
victory for the alliance.

“Both groups have
said often that they do not
need TMC support and it
feels like they are not even
counting us in the Hills. To
register our existence in the
Hills and to keep TMC alive
here, we have decided to
field our youth leader as
an independent candidate
from Darjeeling so that
everyone can see that we
have the ability to make
our CM’s stand stronger,”
he said.
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Officials
VISit
polling
stations
under NMC

NaMmcHI, 23 MAR (IPR):
Sector Magistrate, Chiran
Rizal, Namchi Municipal
Council and Sector Po-
lice Officer visited poll-
ing stations under Nam-
chi Municipal Council
(NMC) today. They
checked the assured
minimum facilities for
the upcoming Municipal
Elections 2021.

The scheduled date
for the polls is on 31
Mar, 2021

The Booth Level Offi-
cers were also briefed
about their roles and
responsibilities prior
to poll day which is on
30 March and on the
poll day.

There are six polling
stations and in all the
stations the assured min-
imum facility were found
satisfactory.
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SMRITA KHAWAS
DARJEELING, 23 MAR:
Gorkha Janmukti Mor-
cha [Bimal faction]
today announced the
names of candidates for
three constituencies for
the upcoming elections.
GJM chief, Bimal Gurung
also sent out an appeal to
regional parties to come
together to fight BJP.

P.T Olla is the party’s
candidate from Darjeel-
ing, Norbu G Lama from
Kuersong and Dr Ram
Bhujel from Kalimpong.

The announcement
was made today from
Malidhura in Takvar
Darjeeling in  which
thousands of supporters
along with the leaders
were present.

Roshan Giri, gener-
al secretary of Gorkha
Janmukti Morcha (Bimal
faction) addressing the

hisa
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gathering today said, “To-
day we are very happy to
announce our three can-
didates for the upcoming
Vidhan Sabha election.
And today I would like to
remind everyone that we
will never forget about
Gorkhaland.”

He said that this elec-
tion is important and the

R

party candidates must
win against the GJM [Bi-
noy faction] and the BJP.
He accused the
BJP of lying and using
Gorkhaland to get votes.
“BJP  has always
lied to us and asked
for vote in the name of
Gorkhaland from 2009
till now. Even the 11 trib-
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al status has not been
passed. No promise has
been fulfilled till now by
BJP and because of that
we cannot trust the BJP
party for Permanent Po-
litical Solution (PPS),"
said Mr Giri.

GJM chief, Bimal Gu-
rung said, "Today, after
three and a half years, | am

standing here to start anew
by announcing the names
of the candidates and hope
these three candidates will
never let me and our com-
munity down.”

He further said that re-
gional problems and par-
ties must be kept alive.

All the BJP candidates
announced today were in
GJM before so I am not
afraid of BJP because I
believe that the party
which cannot give their
own candidates cannot
win in our Hills,” stated
Mr Gurung.

He also pointed out
that BJP has not fielded
any candidate from its
ally, GNLF and regional
parties should remem-
ber this.

He also appealed to
all the regional parties of
the hills to fight BJP to-
gether.

Training on Cymbidium cultivation

GANGTOK, 23 MAR (PIB):
ICAR-NRCO organized two
days training programme
on “Cultivation Practices
of Cymbidium Orchid” un-
der Scheduled Caste Sub-
Plan. The training started

on 22 Mar, 2021.
Trainees from
Dikling, Lossing, Nam-

cheybong and Gangtok
participated in the train-
ing. Topics on potential
of cymbidium orchid
cultivation, climatic re-
quirement, media com-
ponents, nutrient, pest,
diseases and post-har-
vest management were
covered through lectures
and demonstrations by
scientists of the institute.

The training conclud-
ed today with valedicto-

ry session presided over
by Director (Acting), Dr
Rampal. Senior Scientist,
Dr NR Nayak, Regional
Plant Resource Centre,
Odisha attended the
event as chief guest and
distributed certificate to
the trainees Inputs for
the construction of bam-
boo polyhouse, pots and
cymbidium plants were
also given to the trainees
under SCSP programme.

Nodal Officer (SCSP),
Kalaivanan, NS and Nod-
al Officer (TSP), Dr SS
Biswas coordinated the
training programme. 15
Trainees attended the
training programme and
learned about the culti-
vation aspects of cymbid-
ium orchid.

Vendor Development Prog

for SC/ST Entrepreneurs
]

GYALSHING, 23 MAR
(IPR): Vendor Develop-
ment Programme for SC/
ST Entrepreneurs, organ-
ised by MSME Division of
Commerce & Industries

West recelves 7 EVM sets

GYALSHING, 23 MAR
(IPR): The West District
Administration, Rab-

dentse received 7 sets
of Electronic Voting Ma-
chines (EVMs) compris-
ing of Control Unit, Ballot
Unit, Presiding Officer
Diary, Voting compart-
ment and other Elections
materials from State
Election Commission,
Sikkim at 5:30 pm today
for the forthcoming Mu-
nicipal Elections 2021
pertaining to Gyalshing
Nagar Panchayat.

The EVMs  were

checked and stored in the
strong room located at
District Administration
Centre in the presence of
Additional District Col-
lector (West) cum Assis-
tant Municipal Returning
Officer Mr.

Agawane Rohan Ra-

mesh alongwith the offi-
cials of Election Depart-
ment and the contesting
candidates/representa-
tives. The strong room
is under 24x7 CCTV Sur-
veillance and is sealed
and guarded by Police
Department, West.

Farm School launched in Tathangchen

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 23 MAR:
day-long program on
the opening of Farm
School on Scientific Man-
agement and Production
of Vegetables Crops was
launched by Agriculture
Technology Manage-
ment Agency, Agriculture
Department at lower
Tathangchen under Nan-
dok block on 23 Mar, a
press release informs.

mang, a progressive
farmer was selected as
Farm School Teacher
with 25 farmer students
of that area. Resource
person Block Technology
Manager, Pratima Cin-
tury informed farmers
about ATMA scheme and
the importance of Farm
School and the role of the
Farm Teacher.

On the other hand,
HDO, Hort Deptt, Laxmi

various
schemes.

Simultaneously,  Sr
FA, Ganga Ram Sharma
spoke on the uses and
applications of organic
bio pesticides. At the end,
zucchini and capsicum
seeds were given away to
the Farm Teacher.

Also present were
horticulture officials and
OFQ] staff. Lastly the
program concluded with

departmental

Department was held at
the conference hall of Zilla
Bhawan, Kyongsa, Gyalsh-
ing, today.

The programme had
the presence of Chairman,
Commerce and Industries
Department, Man Bahadur Chettri, ADC
West, Agawane Rohan Ramesh, Director/
MSME, M. Ravikumar (IFS), AD/MSME,
Bimala Chettri, DD/Education Depart-
ment, Jiwan Prakash Chhetri, Principals
and students from surrounding schools,
entrepreneurs and public at large.

Addressing the gathering, Chairman
briefed that the main objective of the
programme was to boost market link-
ages and to help entrepreneurs and to
expand their business. He added that
the programme aims to develop linkag-
es between small and large enterprises
and provide opportunity to SMEs to
showecase their capabilities.

He also apprised and encouraged the
general youth on various avenues, scopes
and schemes of the government to start
their own businesses. He ensured that
the Hon'ble Chief Minister of Sikkim and
the Government is all ready to help the
needy to establish their businesses.

ADC West in his briefing stated
about the start-up scheme loan pro-
vided and its aim of the programme
is to develop linkages between small
and large enterprises. He informed
that the objective is to provide an op-
portunity to SMEs to showcase their
capabilities to various wings of organ-
isations establishments, the second
objective is to enable large-scale enter-
prises to identify suitable vendors in
the MSME sector to forge ‘vendor-vend-
ee’ relationships and the third objective
is to inform the educated youth about
the opportunities in the MSME sector.
This programme therefore aims to de-
velop potential SMEs as vendors. He
added the government would offer low
subsidy to imperative in the society
so that the younger generation of Sik-
kim make optimum use of it to make

themselves self-sufficient that adds to
development of the State. He also en-
sured the house that the Office of Dis-
trict Administration would provide all
the information regarding the scheme
and will too monitor in the business to
make it a successful.

Further, Director/MSME present-
ed his PowerPoint presentation in the
house and discussed as well as spoke
on the following topics.

1. MSME and its roles.

2. Importance of MSME sectors in Sik-
kim.

3. Other potential areas for entrepre-
neurship in Sikkim.

4. Financial Assistance.

5. Skill youth start-up scheme.

6. MSME-Cluster development pro-
gramme.

7. Scheme of fund for regeneration of
traditional industries.

8. PM Formalization of Micro Food
Processing Enterprises scheme
(PMFME).

9. Support provided by SNA.

10. Cold storage with processing.

11. Factors of success.

The programme also saw the dif-
ferent kind of display on wood carved,
bamboo craft and other hand skill works
made by the local entrepreneurs and the
students of surrounding schools.

Since the said programme aims to
inculcate entrepreneurial skills among
the students to make them self-reliant
and capable of creating jobs which is
the main theme of government flagship
program ‘Aatma Nirbar Bharat’ Entre-
preneurs from different areas of West
District and students of various school
came forward to shared their experi-
ence with the house.

Later, the vote of thanks was pro-
posed by Bimala Chettri, AD/MSME.

Buddha Singh Ta- Chettri

highlighted on

vote of thanks by ATM.

[CAR-KVK East celebrates
World Water Day 2021

Gangtok, 23 Mar (PIB): Water is a crit-
ical input for agricultural production
and plays an important role in food se-
curity. Irrigated agriculture represents
20 percent of the total cultivated land
and contributes 40 percent of the total
food produced worldwide. Irrigated ag-
riculture is, on average, at least twice as
productive per unit of land as rainfed
agriculture, thereby allowing for more
production intensification and crop di-
versification. Due to population growth,
urbanization, and climate change, com-
petition for water resources is expect-
ed to increase, with particular impact
on agriculture. Currently, agriculture
accounts for 70 percent of all fresh-
water withdrawals globally. Inter-sec-
toral water re-allocations and signif-
icant shifts of water away from agri-
culture will also need to be accompa-
nied by improvements in water use
efficiency and improvements in water
delivery systems. Improving the effi-
ciency of water use in agriculture will
also depend on matching of improve-
ments main system (off-farm) with
appropriate incentives for on-farm in-
vestments aiming to improve soil and
water management with the theme
of valuing water. ICAR-Krishi Vigyan
Kendra-East Sikkim celebrated World
Water Day at Zitlang village of Duga
block, East Sikkim on 22 Mar, 2021.
A total of 62 participants attended
the celebration programme and out of
which 41 Farmer and farmwomen, 08
Panchayat Members, 06 officials from
ATMA, East and 07 Scientists and other
officials from ICAR, Sikkim Centre.

The programme was graced by Joint
Director, Dr RK Avasthe, ICAR Research
Complex for NEH Region, ICAR, Sikkim
Centre, Tadong as Chief Guest. During

his remark, he shared his ideas on the
importance of water in day to day use in
our life and also for use in irrigation for
crop production in agriculture and al-
lied sectors. He stressed to make water
harvesting structures in every house
for their future use.

In-charge KVK-East Sikkim, Dr JK
Singh, Ranipool spoke on the use of less
water requirement crops and their va-
rieties for higher production and judi-
cious use of harvested water.

Scientist, Dr Saurabh Saha, Agril
Meteorology, deliberated on the role of
water in agriculture and how to harvest
and conserve the water for future use.
He also elaborated on the use of water
conservation technology for crop pro-
duction.

Scientist, Dr Amit Kumar, Agronomy
stated the importance of weeds in farm-
ing and to check the water loss through
the use for different technologies like
mulching, use of suitable crop variety,
zero till cultivation etc.

SMS (Agronomy), Dr Manoj Kumar
detailed about the cropping system and
crop diversification with vegetable and
pulses in rice fallow for enhancement of
cropping intensity and income.

SMS (DAMU), Sh Debasis Saikia
elaborate about the role and function
of District Agro Meteorological Unit
(DAMU) for agricultural crop produc-
tion in the climate change scenario.

Panchayat President, Sh Dronacha-
rya Sabkota, Duga shared his views
about the scarcity of water faced by
farmers and asked the institution for
help to farming community.

The program ended with the vote
of thanks proposed by Progressive
farmer, Sh Upen Silal, Zitlang village,
East Sikkim.

Vaccine for all...

have now said that taking the second dose between
four and eight weeks gives improved results.

The union cabinet discussed about the vaccination
drive which has already achieved speedy and good
progress, Javadekar said.

"Today after discussion and on the advice of the
task force and scientists, it was decided that from
April 1 the vaccine will open for everybody above 45
years of age.

"We request that all eligible people should imme-
diately register from April 1 and get vaccinated, as it is
the shield against the disease," Javadekar told report-
ers.

He said till this day, 4.85 crore vaccines have been
administered for COVID-19 and more than 32 lakh
people administered the vaccine in last 24 hours.

Another decision taken, on the advice given by sci-
entists and world scientist bodies, was that the second
dose of vaccine can be administered between fourth
and eighth week, particularly for Covishield, he said.

"Our appeal is that all above 45 years should take
vaccine as early as possible, that will provide them the
shield against coronavirus and they should register
for getting vaccinated," the minister said.

Vaccines are available in enough number and
there is no scarcity and the supply chains and supply
line is intact, he said, adding that "I am sure everyone
will welcome this decision and come forward to get
vaccinated."

The minister said he was confident that vaccina-
tion will increase at a fast pace.

To a question on cases of COVID-19 rising in some
states, he said, the central government is in touch with
them and there will be effective management.

"We hope that virus would not be allowed to
spread,” he asserted.

On 80 per cent cases in Punjab found to have UK
variant of the virus, Javadekar said, the virus is com-
ing out in new variants and forms.

That is why getting vaccinated is important as that
is the only shield, he said.

"One has to continue using masks and maintaining
social distancing and washing hands is also import-
ant, but vaccination is the only shield," he noted.

The minister said the vaccine is available in ade-
quate quantities and India takes pride that both its
vaccines are successful. The prime minister himself
took the Covaxin shot, he added, noting that one can
take any of the two vaccines and take the second dose
according to doctor's advice.

The countrywide vaccination drive was rolled out
on January 16 with healthcare workers getting inocu-
lated and vaccination of the frontline workers started
from February 2.

The next phase of COVID-19 vaccination com-
menced on March 1 for those who are over 60 years of
age and for people aged 45 and above with specified
co-morbid conditions.
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SANSINGMA YAMBOK/
ANTHYESTHI KRIYA

Sansingma Yambok/ Anthyesthi Kriya of our be-
loved brother Late Yalamber Subba, s/o Mrs Ka-
mala Subba, who left us for
the heavenly abode on 18th
March 2021 afternoon, falls on
27th March 2021 [Saturday].
Sansingma Yambok/ Anthyes-
thi Kriya for the departed soul
will be held at Chokasum Hall,
Namnang, Gangtok and we re-
quest all our relatives, family,
friends and well-wishers to kindly join us to offer
prayers for the young soul who left us early.

We would like to express our heartfelt grat-
itude to all our well-wishers who stood by us
during our time of bereavement.

Amar, Lanam, Manghang, Yehang,
Todi Young (Brothers)

Amrita, Anita, Sangita, Ningwa (Sisters),
Sonam Doma Bhutia (sister-in-law)
Kalka Rai (sister-in-law)

Mecal O. Lepcha (sister-in-law) & family

ANTHYESTHI KRIYA

The 16 day Anthyesthi Kriya of late Munni Devi
W/0 Rama Shanker Prasad, Lall Market, Gang-
tok, East Sikkim who left
for heavenly abode on
08.03.2021 falls on 25.03.
2021. All relatives, family,
friends and well wishers
are requested to join us in
offering pujas for the de-
parted soul at CHOKASOM,
NAMNAM,Gangtok East
Sikkim.
also express our gratitude to all those who
stood by us during our time of bereavement.
Son
Ashok Kumar Prasad
Sanjay kumar Prasad
Manoj kumar prasad
Raju kumar Prasad
Contact Number:+91 70016 81237
+9181012 49712
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SYFfelicitates 60 Gu

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 23 MAR:
Sikkim Youth Feder-

ation felicitated 60
students from different
colleges and universities
across the state and re-
gion on 23 Mar, 2021.

They were felicitat-
ed for their sincere ser-
vice and dedication to
enhance the well-being
of the students of rural
areas during the win-
ter vacation of 2019-20
through the program
Guiding Juniors organ-
ised by Sikkim Youth
Federation, a press re-
lease informs.

Unlike the previ-
ous times, this time the
certificates and Kkhadas
were sent through India
Post due to the ongoing
pandemic. The recipients
had spent two weeks
of their winter vacation
guiding and nurturing the
school going kids of rural
areas across 20 centres
which includes Lingthem
in North Sikkim, Shyam

Pani in South Sikkim and
Chungzong in West Sik-
kim among others.

The topics covered
were Article 371F, His-
tory of Sikkim, Commu-
nication Skills, Person-
ality development and
Basics of English, Science
and Mathematics. Rec-
reational activities and
Scholastic Competitions
like quiz, debate, essay

writing and Career Coun-
selling were also the ma-
jor highlights of the pro-
gram.

Guiding Juniors is an
annual program of Sik-
kim Youth Federation
which aims to provide
voluntary education
focusing on school stu-
dents in rural areas of
the state. Envisioned in
the year 2017 it strives

at providing academic
and career assistance to
the school students and a
rich platform for Under-
graduates, Postgraduates
and Research Scholars to
connect with the juniors
and assist them in their
better career along with
their  self-upgradation
with better experiences.
It may be noted that
until now Sikkim Youth

iding Juniorsvolunteers
.' ¥ E TR

) L |

Federation has success-
fully organised ‘Guiding
Juniors’ for three con-
secutive times in 120
centres across the rural
areas of Sikkim. About
1200 college and uni-
versity students have
volunteered in the said
program successfully
connecting with around
7500 school students of
the far-flungareas.

SKM should
call itself
Sikkim Kayar
Morcha: HSP

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 23 MAR:
Hamro Sikkim Party

today said that rus-
ticating and barring stu-
dents of Gyalshing col-
lege from appearing for
their exams for question-
ing the authorities is the
most cowardly act by a
ruling government in the
history of Sikkim.

In a press release is-
sued today, HSP has said
that the SKM led govern-
ment should find other
good reasons to please
their masters in the cen-
tre, not by playing with
the poor student’s future.

Further accusing the
SKM government of turn-
ing a deaf ear to every
voice coming from the
civil society, HSP has said
that this is a very danger-
ous sign in a democratic

setup.
“They should imme-
diately reinstate the

students and conduct
their exams before the
voices start echoing so
loud shaking the very
existence of their “Sik-
kim Kayar Morcha" Par-
ty led government,” the
release states.

ED seeks
quashing of FIR

against officials
KocHi, MAR 23 (PTI):
The Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) on Tuesday
moved the Kerala High
Court seeking to quash
the FIR  registered
against its officials by
Kerala police for al-
legedly forcing Swap-
na Suresh, key accused
in the gold smuggling
case, to give statements
against chief minister
Pinarayi Vijayan.

In its plea, the ED al-
leged the FIR was reg-
istered against its un-
named officials with
"ulterior motive of
derailing the statuto-
ry investigation" un-
der the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) into a large eco-
nomic offence of smug-
gling of huge quantities
of gold.

In its prayer, the ED
submitted that the FIR

filed be quashed or the in-

vestigation be transferred
from the state police to the
CBI to ensure an impartial
investigation.

Quiz competition by
Culture Department

GANGTOK, 23 MAR
(IPR): In a series of pro-
gramme under “Aazadi
ka Amrut Mahotsav”’,
the Culture Department,
Government of Sikkim
conducted a quiz com-
petition among the stu-
dents of Ranka Senior
Secondary School, Sichey
Senior Secondary School,
Rumtek Senior Second-
ary School, Biraspati
Parsai Senior Secondary
School, Luing Senior Sec-
ondary School, Pabyuk
Senior Secondary School,
Namcheybong Senior
Secondary School and
Assam Lingzey Senior
Secondary School at Mini
Hall, Manan Bhawan,
Gangtok today.

Advisor of the Culture
Department, Bhim Ku-
mari Sharma graced the

programme as the Chief
Guest and was attended
by the officials of Culture
Department, the escort

teachers and children
from various schools sur-
rounding Gangtok.

The Advisor in her
address said that such
programme provides
additional ~ knowledge
to the students and help
them to get through var-
ious competitive exam-
ination and make their
career perspective. She
thanked the teachers

and students for their
participation and urged
the students to involve in
such activities in future
as well. She also extend-
ed gratitude to the De-
partment for organizing
educative programmes
involving the children of
Schools.

It may be mentioned
that the department has
also conducted same
type of programme with
the students of various
other schools in coordi-
nation with NIC earlier.

Brand Factory offers Combo Deals

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 23 MAR:
It’s that time of the
year, with summers
approaching; time to
take out all the T-Shirts
& Denims. Brand Fac-
tory brings you the
much-awaited = Combo
Deals on the best Denim
brand, for 6 days straight.
And that’s not all, buy more

A press release in-
forms that this excit-
ing Combo Deal can be
availed on Spykar Brand,
where you can buy 2 or
more apparel at Flat 60%
off & T-Shirt upto MRP
1199 at Rs. 399 - for 6
days starting from 26
to 31 Mar, 2021, only at
Brand Factory Gangtok
store, Near Krishi Bha-

applicable on Lee Coo-
per, Umbro, The Privilege
Club, Bare Denim, Buffa-
lo, John Miller Sports.
Additional 10% In-
stant Discount with
RuPay Card, Gift vouch-
er worth Rs. 500/- for
your next shopping and
No cost EMI options on
credit cards from leading
Banks. Visit the nearest

and grab the bonus offer. van. The T-Shirt offer is Brand Factory store now.
RUCHI DIAGNOSTIC CLINIC
Behind telephone Exchange Near Old STNM Hospital. Gangtok
PH: 03592-203333, 204876, 8509373970
EXISTING FACILITIES: COMPLETEE N T FACILITIES
»ULTRASOUND UNDER ONE ROOF
»>DIGITAL X-RAY
>ECHOCARDIOGRAPHY ENTOPD Monday to Friday
»COLOR DOPPLER 10.00 am to 2.30 pm
> PATHOLOGY 1.ENT OPD CLINIC
> MICROBIOLOGY 2.ENT ENDOSCOPIES
> BIOCHEMISTRY 3.MICROSCOPIC PROCEDURES
>ENDOSCOPY 4MINOR O T PROCEDURES
>BMD 5.VERTIGO MANAGEMENT
>ECG 6. AUDIOMETRY, TYMPANOME-
>DENTALOPG TRY AND HEARING AIDS.
»GASTRO CLINIC
»>PAEDIATRIC CLINIC CONSULTANT ENT SURGEON
»>MEDICAL CLINIC DR. ONGDEN GYATSO, MS (AIIMS)
»ORTHO CLINIC
»E N T CLINIC GASTRO CLINIC&OPD
»>GYNEA CLINIC 8.00 am to 9.00 am
»PHYSIOTHERAPY MEDICAL CLINIC& OPD
»SPECIALISED TESTS 9.30 am
BLOOD COLLECTION CENTRES ORTHO AND GYNEA
AT: CLINICS&OPD
> Sushruta Medical, 3.00 pm
Ranipool. PAEDIATRIC CLINIC& O P D
Arihant Medical, Opp. 8.00 am And 6.00 pm
CRH gate, 5th Mile. VACCINATION CLINIC

HILIH]
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Training cum workshop on Child Protection

GANGTOK, 23 MAR (IPR):
Two-day training cum
workshop on Child Protec-
tion, for Chairpersons and
Members of Child Welfare
Committee (CWC) and Ju-
venile Justice Board (J]B)
commenced from at the
conference hall of Samaj
Kalyan Bhawan, Lumsey
today.

The Training pro-
gramme is being organized
by the State Child Protec-
tion Society under the Child
Protection Scheme, Social
Justice and Welfare De-
partment, Government of
Sikkim.

The inaugural session
was chaired by Secretary,
Social Justice and Welfare
Department, Tshewang
Gyachho.

In his keynote deliber-
ation, Secretary Gyachho
outlined the importance of
the training programme
as it concerned the vi-
tal issue of protection of
children in need of spe-
cial care and children
in conflict with law. He
explained that out of 22
posts of Chairpersons and
Members, only 7 fulfilled
the criteria of the rigor-
ous selection process. He
maintained that 65% of
the vacancy still needs to
be filled to make the CWC
and JJB fully equipped. He
spoke about the factors
which lead to children be-
ing subject to numerous
abuses, thus needing spe-
cial care and protection.
More often, these children
go on to indulge in unscru-
pulous activities and thus
come in conflict with law.
In these circumstances, it is
vital that the CWC and ]]B
offer their valuable service
to help these children, he
stated.

The Secretary appealed
to the Chairpersons and
Members to deliver quick
justice through regular
meetings, instead of wait-
ing for the cases to pile up.
He added that the action
and decision of the CWC
and JJB pave the way for the
children to overcome their
problems and come out
into the mainstream and
become successful.

He said that the CWC
and ]]B could come across
peculiar cases due to the
evolving nature of society.
In these circumstances, he
suggested that such cases
may immediately be re-
ported to the Department
to intervene and carry out
special case studies.

Secretary Gyachho
also spoke about the need
to upgrade the Child Care
Institutions (CCIs) to meet
all the specifications pre-
scribed by the Government.
He added that eminent
persons from the civil so-
ciety are roped in to carry
out regular monitoring of
the CCIs. He further stated
that all CCIs should be reg-
istered with the State Gov-
ernment.

Speaking about the
importance of training, the
Secretary said that they
raise issues and concerns
and help the stakeholders
understand and appreciate
child rights. He maintained
that learning is a continu-
ous process and it leads to
effective  implementation
of laws and rules, and helps
pass on the knowledge fur-
ther down to the CCI staff at
every level.

He stated that the ulti-
mate aim of the CWC and
JIB is to reunite the chil-
dren with their parents or
guardians or foster parents

as the case may be, and to
the mainstream. He also
stressed on the need to
establish Vocational Edu-
cation and in-house train-
ing in all CCIs so that the
children can sustain their
livelihood after passing out
from school. The Secretary
concluded his address by
wishing the participants a
meaningful and successful
training programme.

Earlier, Special Secre-
tary cum Director, Child
Protection Scheme, SJ&WD,
Gloria Namchu in her
opening remarks said that
this was the first time the
Department is organiz-
ing a full-fledged training
programme to address
the issues related to child
protection and has been
designed to cover all the
key topics. She thanked
all the Chairpersons and
Members of CWC and ]]B
and all the resource per-
sons for their presence and
participation.

In the session, Le-
gal-cum-Probation Officer,
Pema Wangmu Bhutia
threw light on POCSO Act
2012 and latest Amend-
ment Rules.

Joint Labour Commis-
sioner; Labour Department,
KR Limboo made a pre-
sentation on Child Labour
(Prohibition and Regula-
tion) Act, 1986.

Likewise, Programme
Manager, SARA, Laxana
Subedi made a deliberation
on Adoption Regulation,
2017.

During the interactive
session, the resource per-
sons replied to the queries
put forth by the partici-
pants.

The programme was
conducted by Deputy Sec-
retary, CPS, Sapna Thapa.
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GANGTOK SMART CITY

Memo No: 993 /GSCDL/2021

GANGTOK SMART CITY DEVELOPMENT
LIMITED, GANGTOK, EAST SIKKIM

Gangtok Smart City Development Limited,

E Mail - gangtoksmartcity@gmail.com
CIN - U9309090WB2017SGC223807

Dated: 18/03/2021

PUBLIC NOTICE

Gangtok Smart City Development Limited (GSCDL) is undertaking the
work ‘Improvement of Pedestrian Walkway/ Footpath (12 km ap-
prox. from Vajra Cinema Hall, Baluwakhani to Ranipool, Gangtok'.

However, it is observed that the public are requesting for changes
after the work has been completed which is causing repetitive execution
of the work resulting in time and cost overrun

Hence, this notice is issued to request the public to kindly inform
GSCDL if any changes or suggestions are to incorporated by sending mail to
the following email address within one month of issue of this notice.

gangtoksmartcity@gmail.com
ctosmartcity.gangtok@gmail.com
sesmartcity.gangtok@gmail.com
degscdl@gmail.com
ae3smartcity@gmail.com

GSCDL shall not entertain any request for change after completion of work.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER,

Gangtok Smart City Development Limited,
Gangtok, East Sikkim.

Sokaythang, Gangtok,
Sikkim - 737102

Sd/-
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Need to Always be All Ready

Monsoon preparedness should
be a year-round effort

ere are the basics, in Geographical terms - the

South-East quadrant of Sikkim, its footprint spread-
ing across the alignment from Mangan to Dikchu, also
sweeping through Rabong, and then to Gangtok up to
Rongli, is the maximum rainfall zone of the State. The
South-West corner around Hilley in West Sikkim is the
other wetter-than-normal zone and between the two
sits the dry-to-the-extent-of drought-prone spread of
Namchi and its immediate surroundings.

This much, anyone who has lived in Sikkim for a de-
cent stretch of years will know instinctively. Ironically,
this obvious fact has remained blindsided for far too
long in the State, catching its people and planners on the
wrong foot every time the skies open up, which is very
often. Readers of this newspaper would have noticed
that all four districts have been going through the mo-
tions of monsoon preparedness, but most of these have
been limited to clearing jhoras and drains, with the con-
nectivity and supplies situation receiving only nominal
attention. Perhaps the reasonably tame monsoons of the
past few years have inflicted some somnolence, but then
again as any resident will point out, monsoons play in
cycles of three years in Sikkim - three years of normal
or less than normal rains and then three years of feroc-
ity. The last monsoon was normal, and if past trends,
also recognized by experts are any indication, Sikkim is
being set up for a strong wave of rains this year. News
reports about monsoon preparedness are included in
the paper as much to inform people of the preparedness
plans as for them to check back when the slides begin.

The concerned departments getting into monsoon
readiness mode is a welcome sign, but what cannot be
ignored is that monsoons become a challenge essential-
ly because the drier months are allowed to pass without
enough preparedness work getting done. For instance,
meteorological data informs that Sikkim has an average
of 160 days of rainfall every year (for Gangtok, this is
184 days!). That is a staggering number of wet days, but
the data also reveals that the capital has almost as many
days without rain and for a region kept on tenterhooks
with what the clouds bear, the dry months need to be
used well - to reinforce, repair, rebuild and restore. And
yet, planners in the various civil works agencies of the
State and Central governments refuse to make use of the
dry months to get done with their digging and scrapping.
It goes without saying that any work which, in any way,
weakens slopes and alignments should be banned safe-
ly ahead of the monsoons because Sikkim'’s slopes have
a tendency to come down like dominos at the slightest
disruption once the monsoon sets in. With slightly over
half the year spent with rainfall [albeit of varying inten-
sities], planning here should be with the wet weather in
mind. In these days of climate change, this becomes even
more important because while the number of days with
rainfall might come down, the intensity is projected to
increase and that is even more destructive.

One needs to also bear in mind is that the rash of
freak weather that Sikkim has been experiencing in re-
cent years is no longer ‘freakish’ because it is consistent
with climate change patterns. Sikkim now has a Depart-
ment of Science & Technology with a longer name which
includes “Climate Change”. The policy-makers should re-
align the focus of this department to counsel other arms
of the government on climate change adjustments and
preparedness. Any student who has prepared for an es-
say/ debate competition on climate change will tell you
that the intensity of climatic phenomenon is projected
to reach extreme levels with climate change. Sikkim is
already experiencing this. There might be fewer days of
rainfall, but the days when it rains, it will pour. Depart-
ments working on civil projects like roads, hydel proj-
ects or construction should be the ones who get briefed
on what to expect in the coming years and adjust their
designs and work schedules accordingly. Storm drains,
for example, should not be designed to just receive 8 cm
of rain over an entire day in May, but to evacuate this in-
undation within an hour. Having been caught off-guard
should not be accepted as an excuse anymore. Water
conservation, an important issue around the word as in
Sikkim, needs to be approached in a more pragmatic and
interdisciplinary manner with intelligent and informed
plantation efforts because a hill/ slope which conserves
water well is also less prone to slip away. Done right,
the spring rejuvenation mission should not only ad-
dress the future needs of water supply, but also stabilise
the slopes of Sikkim which have been debased by too
much ‘development’ and too little respect for traditional
knowledge...

Toxic Bosses Should be the Next to
Face #MeToo-type Reprisals

ERICA MILDNER
theconversation.com

Many of us have had the misfortune of work-
ing in a toxic workplace. We've experienced
demeaning comments from a supervisor, verbal
aggression, surveillance and sometimes even phys-
ical threats or intimidation. But what if these be-
haviours were treated as seriously as other forms
of workplace misconduct?

In Canada, the emphasis on workers’ right to a
safe and healthy workplace in the wake of former
governor general Julie Payette’s resignation pro-
vides a rare opportunity to expand the definition
of workplace harassment and hold toxic bosses to
account — just as serial sexual abusers have been
outed and held responsible during the #MeToo
movement.

This is an especially opportune time to do so,
given many employees could soon be heading back
to the office due to COVID-19 vaccination efforts.

Payette resigned in January after an indepen-
dent investigation revealed widespread allegations
of harassment at Rideau Hall. The investigation de-
tailed reports of physical intimidation and public
humiliation, leading some employees to take med-
ical leave or resign.

While this environment certainly sounds toxic,
the Policy on Harassment Prevention and Resolu-
tion provides strict standards to determine when
toxic behaviour amounts to legal harassment.
A “poisoned workplace environment” featuring
hostile and offensive behaviours only qualifies as
harassment if directed at one individual or is tied
to a legal basis for discrimination, including race,
gender and religion.

Following these guidelines, the independent
report concluded that staffers’ allegations did not
meet the formal definition of harassment, despite
finding that many of the alleged behaviours could
have led to a toxic workplace.

It's striking then, that in response to Payette’s
resignation, Dominic LeBlanc, the intergovernmen-
tal affairs minister who spoke on behalf of Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau, stressed Canadians’ “right
to work in a healthy, safe, harassment-free work-
place” In her resignation statement, even Payette
herself emphasized workers’ “right to a healthy
and safe work environment.”

The framing of toxic workplace behaviours as

an occupational safety issue, one that could amount
to harassment, recognizes the psychological trauma
that these environments inflict. If you were required
to work in a literal toxic workplace, filled with nox-
ious gases, you would expect a gas mask. Workers
who face daily dehumanizing and hostile treatment
deserve similar guarantees of protection.

TOUGH vs. TOXIC

A quick look across the border reveals how the
characterization of toxic behaviour can have signif-
icant consequences for accountability. The week
Payette resigned, Minnesota Sen. Amy Klobuchar
took centre stage at President Joe Biden’s inaugu-
ration, delivering opening remarks. There was no
mention of the multiple investigative reports that
Klobuchar has repeatedly engaged in abusive be-
haviour, including throwing binders and phones at
her aides.

Perhaps most memorably, an allegation sur-
faced that Klobuchar publicly humiliated a staffer
who forgot utensils for her salad, and demanded
that the employee clean her comb after she used it
as a makeshift fork.

Klobuchar did not deny these accounts, but
insisted that she is “tough” and pushes people be-
cause she has “high expectations.”

Others have noted the parallels between these
cases and dismissed the divergent consequences
for Payette’s and Klobuchar’s political careers. The
difference, one writer argued, is that the gover-
nor general “does not actually have any important
work to do.”

FEAR, TRAUMA

Regardless, the impact on workers remains the
same: fear, humiliation and sometimes trauma.
Whether someone works for an abusive supervisor
at a fast-food restaurant or in the hallowed halls of
Parliament, that supervisor is still responsible for
their behaviour. Abuse is still abuse, and no one de-
serves to feel unsafe and frightened at work.

The conversation around toxic workplace be-
haviour requires an awareness of ingrained cultur-
al stereotypes that women in power are aggressive,
while their male counterparts are assertive.

Women also appear to pay a higher price for
toxic behaviour, while men are given the benefit of
the doubt until other allegations emerge.

New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo has been ac-
cused of toxic leadership for years, for example, yet
he is only facing public censure and an impeach-

ment investigation following recent sexual harass-
ment allegations.

Both Payette and Klobuchar are high-profile fe-
male leaders, and have likely been on the receiving
end of gender stereotypes. But at the same time,
given the scope and severity of the allegations
against them, it’s clear these accounts cannot be
attributed solely to bias. Confronting toxic be-
haviour without reinforcing misogyny will require
acknowledgement and vigilance — a supervisor’s
gender is no excuse to neglect workers’ well-being.

MULTIPLE FRONTS

Toxic environments can breed and compound
other forms of discriminatory harassment. Work-
ers with intersecting identities often face multiple
fronts of abuse at once.

In Canada, for example, a former Rideau Hall
employee recently came forward with allegations
of racism, highlighting the intensified mistreat-
ment of employees of colour.

This summer, a British KPMG executive re-
signed after he told employees to “stop moaning”
about pay cuts, while also labelling the concept of
unconscious bias as “crap.”

If employers swiftly confront dehumanizing be-
haviour at its source, other forms of prohibited ha-
rassment will likely not be tolerated, emphasizing
a culture of respect for all workers.

THE WAY FORWARD

Toxic workplace behaviour must be categorized
as its own form of harassment. Fortunately, since
Payette’s resignation, the definition of workplace
harassment for Canadian federal employees has
been amended to include humiliation and psycho-
logical trauma in the workplace. Federal employers
must also submit annual reports detailing harass-
ment allegations.

While these are promising first steps, these reg-
ulations only apply to about 10 per cent of the Ca-
nadian workforce. For all workers to receive these
protections, provinces must follow the federal gov-
ernment’s lead.

Researchers have found that employees experi-
encing managerial abuse have a propensity to mis-
treat their co-workers, creating a toxic ripple ef-
fect. Alternatively, if we raise the bar for workplace
standards, especially for those at the very top, we
all stand to benefit.

[the writer is PhD Candidate, Sociology,
University of British Columbia]

Fiction and memoirs were covering heaith way hefore the COVID-19 pandemic

WRITE US:

Readers are invited to comment on, criticise, run
down, even appreciate if they like something in
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous
language and personal attacks, except when
against people responsible in this newspaper
(who are fair game), will have to be ignored.
Letters which carry forward a conversation or
initiate a dialogue will command immediate
attention and receive prominence. Mail us at:
news@summittimes.com

CYNTHIA SPADA
theconversation.com

eyond the viral contagion of

COVID-19, the pandemic’s accom-
panying social and economic hard-
ships have challenged many people’s
physical and mental wellness. Over
the past year of navigating living in
a pandemic, it's become clear that
relationships matter to health: rela-
tionships between body and mind,
between neighbours and between in-
dividuals and their societies.

Literature was dissecting these
connections long before the outbreak.
Recent memoirs, non-fiction, fiction,
poetry and graphic novels related to
physical and mental health examine
not just the fragility of individuals
but how individuals relate to social
and power structures like capitalism,
racism or colonialism. Writers have
also explored how people’s social
roles and identities shape their rela-
tionships to narrative itself. As Amer-
ican poet and memoirist Anne Boyer
writes in her Pulitzer Prize-winning
memoir, The Undying, “I do not want
to tell the story of cancer in the way
that [ have been taught to tell it.”

For several years, | have been re-
searching, writing about and teach-
ing literary texts related to maladies
like depression, substance abuse and
cancer. I'm interested in how narra-
tives about health published today
explore the interdependence of bod-
ies and their environments in a way
that may teach us important lessons
during the pandemic, and beyond it.

THE ‘LITERATURE OF MADNESS’

Since the 1960s, critiques of med-
ical education, medical ethics and
the role of narrative in healing have
meant an emerging awareness of
how the medical field can be allied
with literature.

Some medical schools are requir-
ing students to take literature courses
to become more adept with reading
patients’ stories; some students take
my contemporary literature course
at University of Victoria to satisfy a
medical school course requirement.
The convergence of these two fields
is helping to disrupt the canonical
“literature of madness.”

Starting in the 1970s, mental ill-
ness became a hot topic in literature
departments. Books like Shoshana

Felman’s Writing and Madness and
Lillian Feder’s Madness in Literature
marked the new interest.

In “Literature of Madness” cours-
es at various universities, students
studied Dostoyevsky’s The Double,
Charlotte Perkin Gilman's “The Yel-
low Wallpaper,” Ken Kesey’s One

Flew over the Cuckoo’s Nest and Syl-
via Plath’s The Bell Jar.

These health stories pit mental-
ly ill characters against individual
antagonists like husbands, mothers,
doctors and nurses, or, fighting one-
self as seen through the ancient lit-
erary theme of the double or dopple-
ganger (as in Dostoyevsky’s tale). Yet
some critics have also explored how
these narratives examine individuals
battling formidable but intangible
foes, and thus comment on social ills:
For example, patriarchy in The Bell
Jar and “The Yellow Wallpaper.”

SOCIAL ILLS

Many recent health narratives to-
day are questioning how well-being
is damaged by social determinants
of health like income inequality and
racism. They are also examining how
health relates to phenomena like cap-
italism and climate change, which are
elusive but all-pervasive.

For instance, Boyer damns the
American health-care system, with
its outrageous costs and lack of guar-
anteed sick leave, but also capitalism
as a whole. For her, like Susan Sontag,
cancer infuses culture as much as hu-
man bodies, but economic pressures
also cast a huge shadow.

Blending personal experience

and big-picture analysis can be found
in other recent health memoirs. In
The Recovering: Intoxication and Its
Aftermath, American writer Leslie
Jamison discusses her own experi-
ences of alcoholism as a white wom-
an alongside the racism of the Amer-
ican criminal justice system. As she

observes: “White addicts get their
suffering witnessed. Addicts of co-
lour get punished.”

The best-selling essay collection
A Mind Spread Out on the Ground,
by Tuscarora writer Alicia Elliott, ex-
amines how systematic oppression of
Indigenous communities is linked to
depression. Her settler therapist can’t
understand why she’s depressed, and
none of her self-help books actually
help.

She writes of one, “There is noth-
ing in the book about the importance
of culture, nothing about intergener-
ational trauma, racism, sexism, colo-
nialism, homophobia, transphobia.”

This interest in the social de-
terminants of health isn't limited to
non-fiction. Sabrina by American car-
toonist Nick Drnaso is a 2018 graphic
novel that was longlisted for the 2018
Man Booker Prize. Sabrina takes stock
of what appears to be PTSD and de-
pression in a political climate of mis-
information and conspiracy theories.

As one character fills out a daily
wellness report, the reader may real-
ize anyone would feel depression and
anxiety in such a world.

HEALTH AMONG THE LIVING

Meanwhile, Fady Joudah, a Pales-
tinian American poet and practising

doctor, weighs economic inequity and
alack of sustainability in “Corona Ra-
diata,” a poem about COVID-19 pub-
lished last March. “Corona Radiata”
argues that we need to understand
health as contingent on relationships
between humans — and between hu-
mans and other living things. Joudah
suggests that:

“Far and near the virus awakens

in us a responsibility

to others who will not die

our deaths, nor we theirs,

though we might ..”

He’s right, if hopeful. Until the
vaccine is widely distributed, public
health will depend on our ability to
understand ourselves as part of an
inconceivably vast network.

American novelist Richard Pow-
ers’s The Overstory, which won the
Pulitzer Prize for fiction in 2019,
also unites health with responsibility.
In the novel, characters challenged
by physical disabilities and strokes
find ways to communicate with and
through nature. A scientist almost
dies by suicide early in the novel be-
fore recommitting herself to loving as
well as studying the trees. Environ-
mental activism gives them purpose,
even if it doesn’t heal them.

FUTURE HEALTH STORIES

British writer Robert Macfarlane
has proposed that the environmental
crisis will continue to transform our
literature and art. Many recent works
support his idea. In particular, the
latest health literature fuses various
genres, including memoir, biogra-
phy, reportage, literary and cultural
criticism, science writing and prose
poetry.

The new health literature also re-
minds us that our health and the plan-
et’s are inextricably linked. In the near
future, this genre is likely to increasing-
ly address the impact of climate change
on our physical and mental well-being,
such as the rise in eco-anxiety. I think
we’ll see a blending of literature, med-
icine and environmental studies more
and more often.

Some researchers have noted a
link between reading and longevity
in individuals. Reading health litera-
ture may spur us to support longevity
for the Earth too.

[the writer is Sessional
Lecturer in the Department of
English, University of Victoria]
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Nepali politics is becoming devoid of
principle

TIKA R PRADHAN
KATHMANDU, 23 MAR [KATHMAND-
vPosT]: A Parliamentary Party
meeting of the Communist Party
of Nepal (Maoist Centre) on March
16 decided to demand Prime Min-
ister KP Sharma Oli’s resignation.

The Maoist Centre, which had
merged with the CPN-UML, was
revived by the Supreme Court on
March 7 after a divisional bench of
justices scrapped the Nepal Com-
munist Party (NCP). The party was
born out of a merger between the
UML and the Maoist Centre in May
2018.

“Prime Minister Oli must re-
sign on moral grounds since the
Supreme Court overturned his
decision to dissolve the House of
Representatives,” Barshaman Pun,
a Maoist lawmaker, told the media
after the March 16 Parliamentary
Party meeting of his party. “The
meeting has decided to demand
his resignation.”

With the revival of the UML, se-
nior leader Madhav Kumar Nepal,
a former prime minister, was left
with no option than to return to
his mother party.

Now a conflict is brewing in the
UML, with Oli consolidating power
in a bid to drive Nepal and some
leaders into a corner.

Oli has been constantly chal-
lenging his opponents to come up
with a no-confidence motion if
they can.

The Maoist Centre, which cur-
rently has 49 members (four are
with Oli) in the House, however, is
saying that withdrawing support
to Oli will allow him one whole
month, as he has to seek a vote of
confidence within 30 days. Maoist
Centre leaders fear if Oli manages
to rope in even the Janata Sama-
jbadi Party, which currently has 32
seats in Parliament, he will survive,
thereby leaving them scrambling.

“We don’t want to be the cause
of instability as we have been

i

S,

fighting for stability for so long,’
said Haribol Gajurel, a Standing
Committee member and lawmaker
of the Maoist Centre. “We have not
decided to withdraw support to Oli
as such a move without ensuring
an alternative government could
lead to political instability.”

The other way Oli will have to
capitulate is that the Nepal faction
takes a bold decision to defect, at
the cost of losing their lawmakers’
post. There are around 40 law-
makers from the Nepal faction and
Oli controls around 80 lawmakers.

The UML had won 121 seats in
the 2017 elections.

The Nepal faction leaders and
lawmakers, however, are hesitant
to make a move.

Political analysts say the way
Maoist chair Pushpa Kamal Dahal
had upped the rhetoric against
Oli after the House dissolution, he
should have by now withdrawn
support to the government. And
Nepal, who had sided with Dahal

to force Oli to resign, should have
taken a bold political move, ac-
cording to them.

Shyam Shrestha, a political
commentator who has followed
Nepal’s leftist politics for decades,
says the recent turn of events has
once again exposed that Nepali
politicians don’t believe in ethical
politics.

“It looked like both Dahal and
Nepal were fighting for the system,
procedure, ideology and principles
when Oli dissolved the House,”
Shrestha told the Post. “But it has
now become apparent that it was
just rhetoric; their interest was in
their personal and political gains.”

When the Supreme Court on
February 23 overturned Oli's
House dissolution decision calling
it unconstitutional, it asked au-
thorities to call a meeting of the
House within 13 days. Accordingly,
the House meeting was called for
March 7. Over the last two weeks,
the House has been without a busi-

ness. Among the public, the under-
standing was those who were de-
manding Oli’s resignation would
use the Parliament to make him
step down.

But neither Dahal nor Nepal
has shown any signs of doing so.

Political observers say while
Oli faces moral questions for fail-
ing to step down despite the court
overturning his House dissolution
decision, the Nepal faction as well
as the Maoist Centre too face simi-
lar questions.

“It seems that Maoist leaders’
claim that they were not fighting
for power and position but for the
system is just an eyewash,” said
Uddhab Pyakurel, a political ana-
lyst who writes for the Post’s sister
paper Kantipur. “If they were ac-
tually fighting against Oli’s regres-
sive move, what has stopped them
from withdrawing its support?”

Now that Oli is initiating action
against Nepal and other leaders of
this party, he seems to be vindicat-

ethics and ideologies

ed, as at one point of time Nepal
backed Dahal in making every at-
tempt to topple Oli.

According to Lokraj Baral, a
professor of political science at
Tribhuvan University, Nepali pol-
iticians rarely practice what they
preach and for them, it is all about
power.

“Instead of withdrawing sup-
port to the government, the Maoist
Centre and other parties in the op-
position are bargaining for power,”
Baral told the Post. “Ethical poli-
tics and procedures are not in the
dictionary of Nepali politicians.
Even Sher Bahadur Deuba has con-
tinued the post of party president
despite the Nepali Congress facing
a drubbing in the last elections.”

The Congress party which cur-
rently controls 61 seats in Par-
liament holds the key in the new
political equations. But Deuba has
maintained silence, leaving ev-
eryone flabbergasted. The faction
led by senior leader Ram Chandra
Poudel, however, has been press-
ing Deuba to take the lead to un-
seat Oli.

A meeting of the office bearers
of the Nepali Congress on Monday
concluded that time is not ripe yet
for the party to lead the govern-
ment.

“The party is ready to lead the
government but the situation is not
favourable yet” Ramesh Lekhak
told the Post on Monday evening
after the Congress meeting. “We will
make a decision when we think it's
the right time to do so.”

Deuba faces charges within his
own party of having some kind of
secret understanding with Oli on
issues ranging from appointments
to early elections. But many in the
Nepali Congress believe that in the
2017 elections, people gave the
party the mandate to stay in op-
position so it should abide by the
people’s verdict.

Nonetheless, the political prob-

lem the country faces today is
not because of the Congress but
because of the communists who
were initially UML and Maoist Cen-
tre and then the Nepal Communist
Party (NCP) before returning to
their old state, analysts say.

CK Lal, a political commentator
and columnist for the Post, says it
will be wrong to paint all Nepali
politicians with the same brush, as
the country has seen some leaders
who are remembered for their in-
tegrity.

“The problem with commu-
nists is they believe everything lies
in power,” Lal told the Post. “They
can go to any extent to gain power.”

According to Lal, Dahal and
Nepal had nothing to do with the
system, procedure, principles, eth-
ics or ideology when they upped
their ante against Oli, even though
the latter was equally wrong in his
actions.

“After Oli refused to give what
he had promised, they wanted to
exert pressure on him,” said Lal.

Even as the House has been
reinstated, politics continues to
remain deadlocked now. While Oli
is trying to run his party, the UML,
with an iron fist, the vacillations of
his opponents, particularly Dahal
and Nepal, have given him more
power and strength.

“Political parties have failed de-
mocracy. Their struggles have no
sense if they fail to institutionalise
democratic gains. I don’t see that
to happen [sic],” Baral, the profes-
sor, wrote on Twitter on March 18.

Baral told the Post earlier this
week that people now are losing
hopes of ethical politics from Ne-
pali politicians.

“They [Dahal and Nepal] could
neither show maturity nor come
up with any strategy as they lacked
the principle,” said Baral. “Due
to the dilemma of the opposition
leaders, Oli’'s one-man show seems
to continue.”

UP beefs up
anti-Covid

Where do the children playe

Citizenship Act will be implemented
"in time," says JP Nadda in Assam

measures
Lucknow MAR 23 (PTI):
Ahead of the Holi and up-
coming Panchayat elec-
tions, the Uttar Pradesh
government on Tuesday
ordered testing of people
coming from other states
seeing a spurt in corona-
virus cases.

UP Chief Secretary
RK Tiwari issued the di-
rective a day after Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
held a high-level meeting
on the Covid situation in
the state which on Mon-
day had reported the
coronavirus cases again
crossing the 500-mark.

The fresh directive,
while emphasising for
strict implementation of
the anti-Covid measures,
also stipulated that no
procession or public pro-
grammes would be al-
lowed without prior ad-
ministrative permission.

The directive issued
to all district and divi-
sion-level officers said
the Covid testing of all
those coming to UP
during the Holi festival
from the states reporting
high numbers of infec-
tions will be necessary.

It mandated Covid
tests for passengers at
railway stations, bus
stations and airports be-
sides reactivating Covid

helpdesks, running ded-

icated Covid hospitals in
all districts and keeping
other hospitals ready for
any future needs.

The directive also
emphasised identifying
the suspected cases with
the help of thermome-
ters and oximeters.

RAMAN SHRESTA

took this photo of the

two boys playing in my
neighbourhood in Devel-
opment Area in 2008. This
was in the front yard of the
Community Hall when it
was being demolished for
the construction of Manan
Bhawan. I don’t know who
these boys in the photo
are or what they are do-
ing now, more than ten
years later. By simple cal-
culations, they must be
completing their years
of formal education and
preparing to join the
workforce.

In the meantime, I
have become a father my-
self. My daughter is now
three and a half years old.
[ am learning to look at the
world through her curious
eyes. Together, we explore
our neighbourhood. We
know the location of ev-
ery jump-worthy puddle,
watch insects go up and
down tree trunks and
cheer the elusive squir-
rels as they leap between
electric poles and the re-
maining trees. We try to
befriend every stray dog
or cat that crosses our
path. We build towers by
stacking chipped bricks in
the neighbourhood office
parking lot. We marvel
at the wild daisies grow-
ing on the retaining walls
along the Development
Area road. On days when
we feel adventurous, we
explore that little ‘jungle’
above the highway at the
Development Area junc-
tion. There is a nest of ants
there, the knowledge of
which is our little secret.

She is lucky to have a

library in the neighbour-
hood, of which she be-
came a member before
she turned two. She is
lucky to have a bookshop
in the house. She is lucky
to live close to Gangtok’s
sole functioning children’s
park, near Paljor Stadium.
She visits it frequently
with her mother for, as
work-from-home parents
we can raise our child
hands-on. The parkis a ha-
ven for children, the only
one in a town of approxi-
mately 40,000 children, by
arough estimate. Once we
get there it is quite a nice
place for kids. But only if it
doesn’t rain for there are
no shelters there.

With so much fortune,
why should we grumble?
Because we see how much
time she still spends on the
phone or the TV each day,
in spite of our supervision.
Because every time we
walk the by-alleys, gullies,
jhoras, staircases which
pass for public spaces in
this shining, congested,
overbuilt city of ours, we
see how bad a deal its chil-
dren are receiving.

Even the children’s
park near the stadium is
located in the single most
hazardous location possi-
ble. We have to cross one of
GangtoK's steepest roads
near the Paljor Stadium - Si-
chey junction. The entry is a
hazard from any direction -
especially when you are with
an overexcited toddler Was it
designated a children’s park
because the land was too
small, narrow and steep to
be of any other use?

It wasn’t always like
this. There used to be
open spaces between

buildings and in neigh-
bourhoods. Those of us
old enough can remember
the other children’s park
in the heart of town and
when it was bulldozed
to build a taxi stand and
shopping centre. Only its
name remains - a mocking
reminder. The visits to the
magical Deer Park behind

the old Tashiling secretar-
iat is another space from
my childhood that I have
such fond memories of.
And who even remem-
bers the Japanese Park
with a pond you crossed
jumping on the stepping
stones below Mintokgang?
Every other space with the
potential to become a park
for children have been gob-
bled by the Kisan Bazars,
Museums, Gyan Mandirs,
Expos and Kendras - most
of them not yet functional.

Compared to these
mega structures, a chil-

dren’s park is cheap to
build. Is that the exact
reason why they are ig-
nored? Because there is
no concrete involved, no
estimates, no escalations,
no tenders, no yearly rev-
enue. Will a visiting digni-
tary consent to inaugurate
a children’s play area?
Children don’t vote,

they don't go on strike,
they don’t even know they
have rights. They make
a play out of any circum-
stance - including cement
mixers and construction
site bricks. Make an imag-
inary ball with your hands
and tell them it’s a bubble
and they will jump up to
burst it. Give them a roll-
ing pin and tell them it’s
a cricket bat and they will
expect you to throw a ball
at them. Switch on the
torchlight and cast shad-
ows on the ceiling at bed-
time and they will make

their own jungle adven-
ture stories. And the same
imagination comes useful
when you give them card-
board boxes and pillows
as poor substitutes for the
sprawling parks they see
on TV. And to tell them, in
so many words, that life is
elsewhere.

Is that our defense
then - that there is no
point dedicating spaces to
those content to play with
mud and stones, paper
and pillows? GangtoKk’s
skyline is speedily, and
some would say greedily,
changing. My daughter is
already noticing these
changes as we do the
rounds of the neighbour-
hood. In one swoop, so
many trees have gone
missing from the Millen-
nium Park area, opposite
Sadar Thana. The glare of
the orange sodium flood
light in that location is
the new “moon” accord-
ing to her. Kids from our
area and their pets come
out to play in the Manan
Bhawan parking yard only
after dinner time, after the
vehicles have departed.

Looking around this
town we call home, so
much about the cityscape
has changed. And yet,
nothing about childhood
in Gangtok has improved.
As I lament over these
things during one of the
walks around the neigh-
bourhood, I can sense my
daughter release her hand
from my hold and run, yell-
ing excitedly - “Look Buwa,
a cement mixer!” And I
once again take another
photograph of a child play-
ing with a cement mixer,
only now it is my own.

GUWAHATI, 23 MAR [PTI]:
BJP President JP Nadda
on Tuesday asserted that
the Citizenship Amend-
ment Act (CAA) has been
passed by the Parliament
and will be implemented
"in time". Mr Nadda af-
ter releasing the party's
manifesto for the Assam
elections, said that the
law is a central legisla-
tion and the Congress
claim that they will not
allow its implemenation
in the state, if voted to
power, may be either
"due to their ignorance
or they are trying to fool
the people of the state".

"I do not want to com-
ment on the Congress'
thinking but their ap-
proach is not only prob-
lematic but also danger-
ous for the state", he said.

The highly conten-
tious CAA seeks to pro-
vide Indian citizenship to
Hindus, Jains, Christians,
Sikhs, Buddhists and
Parsis entering India on
or before December 31,
2014 from Bangladesh, Pa-
kistan and Afghanistan after
five years of residence here.
Assam's identity is inextri-
cably linked to Vaishnav
saint Srimanta Sankardeva,
Bharat Ratnas Dr Bhupen
Hazarika and Gopinath
Bordoloi and "now can we
allow it to be linked with
Badruddin Ajmal?”

The BJP is committed
to protect and preserve
the "identity and cul-
ture” of Assam, keeping
the "natural process of
cultural change intact,"
he said. Referring to the
issue of infiltration, the
BJP president said that
the party is committed to
strengthening and scien-

tific management of the
international borders.

"Border management
is a continuous process
and we will continue to
improve it", he said.

Asked about the
implementation of the
clause six of the Assam
accord to ensure the con-
stitutional safeguard of
the linguistic, cultural,
social identity and her-
itage of the Assamese
people, Mr Nadda said,
"it is under process and
we are committed to it".

The BJP in its man-
ifesto has made "ten
commitments” for an "At-
manirbhar Assam' which
include initiation of pro-
cess of correction and rec-
onciliation of the entries
under the Supreme Court
mandated National Regis-
ter of Citizens to "protect
genuine Indian citizens
and exclude all illegal im-
migrants”.

The BJP has also
pedged to protect the po-
litical rights of the people
of the state through a de-
limitation exercise.

The party also prom-
ised that Assam will be
made free from the vaga-
ries of flood by launching
"Mission  Brahmaputra"
with a multi-pronged strat-
egy involving the dredging
of the river and building
reservoirs to store excess
water from Brahmaputra
and its tributaries.

The party committed
to enhance payments to
women under the "Orun-
doi" scheme to X 3000 per
month from the existing
X 830 for their economic
empowerment and will
cover 30 lakh women in a
phased manner.
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West Indies
reach 268-7 to
lead Sri Lanka
by 99 in 1st test

NORTH POINT, MAR 23
(AP): Fast bowler Rah-
keem Cornwall made an
unbeaten half century
and combined in a 90-
run eighth wicket part-
nership with Joshua Da
Silva which guided the
West Indies to a 99-run
lead over Sri Lanka on
the second day of the
first cricket test.

Cornwall was 60 not
out at stumps, the first
Antiguan to score a test
half century at the Sir
Vivian Richards Stadium.

Wickekeeper Da Silva
made 46 and held togeth-
er the West Indies lower
middle order as they
edged past Sri Lanka's
first innings of 169. The
home side matched that
total with six wickets
down and Cornwall and
Da Silva carried them to
268-8 at stumps.

Da Silva's patient
stand was the most im-
portant of the innings
until it was surpassed
by Cornwall. He stead-
ied the West Indies when
they were 133-5 and the
match was still in the bal-
ance.

Cornwall had been
determined to make a
statement with the bat.
He told a local reporter
before the match to "tell
the world I've come to
make a score." The bur-
ly 1.96-meter paceman
was as good as his word,
reaching his first test 50
from 62 balls and break-
ing the mould on a day of
slow scoring with nine
fours and two sixes.

"I know I have good
batting skills," Cornwall
said. "I just tried at first
to bat with Joshua, try to
get us to a good score and
just try to bat myself.

"l was confident. I've
been putting in some
work in the nets with the
batting coach and I told
myself I have to score
some runs, ['m not doing
as well as I can do with
the bat." The partnership
between Cornwall and Da
Silva changed the course
of the match. Earlier, Sri
Lanka had bowled well to
contain the West Indies’
batsmen.

A 56-run second
wicket partnership be-
tween John Campbell (42)
and Nkrumah Bonner
(31) was the best effort
by the West Indies top or-
der. But veteran Sri Lanka
paceman Suranga Lakmal
made inroads into the
West Indies lineup, taking
5-45, his fourth five-wick-

et bag in tests.
Lakmal dismissed
West Indies captain

Kraigg Brathwaite (3),
then removed Kyle May-
ers when he looked
dangerous on 45. He re-
turned to bowl Jermaine
Blackwood (2) and Jason
Holder (19), leaving the
West Indies 169-6. Alz-
arri Joseph (0) was his
fifth wicket.

The West Indies were
261-7 when Joshua was
out shortly before stumps,
caught behind after being
lured into aloose shot by a
short ball from Dushman-
tha Chameera.
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Rockets end skid at 20, Wall

has 1st triple-dou

HOUSTON (AP): Stephen Silas
walked off the court at halftime be-
lieving he’d seen a sign.

Danuel House Jr. swished a
51-footer at the buzzer, sending the
Rockets to the locker room on a high
after 20 straight games of nothing
but lows.

“I was like, ‘Whoa, maybe this is
the night,” the Rockets coach said.
“It felt like something special had
happened. For us, something special
happening is a win after so many
losses in a row.”

The Rockets went on to snap
their 20-game losing streak Monday
night, as John Wall had his first tri-
ple-double in five years in a 117-99
victory over the Toronto Raptors.

Houston’s skid was tied for the
ninth-worst in NBA history and
the longest since Philadelphia’s re-
cord-setting, 28-game losing streak
across the 2014-15 and 2015-16
seasons.

But Wall had 19 points, 10 as-
sists and 11 rebounds, his first tri-
ple-double since March 17, 2016.
That helped the Rockets got their
first win since Feb. 4.

“It’s like indescribable for a win
in March of this crazy season, but
I'm just so proud of the guys,” Silas
said. “When you're going through it
and fighting so hard and seeing the
disappointment in the players’ faces
after loss after loss after loss, and to
go into the locker room after today’s
game and everybody is so happy and
joyous is just super cool and great.”

Wall found Silas after the game
and gave him a big hug.

“I just told him, ‘We finally got
one,” Wall said. “I told him I'm rid-
ing with him no matter what, and he

-

said the same thing to me. No coach
wants to deal with all this adversity
he’s had to deal with in their first
year. 'm happy for him.”

Houston also handed the Raptors
their ninth straight loss, which now
represents the NBA's longest active
losing streak.

All five Houston starters scored
in double figures by midway through
the third quarter. Jae’Sean Tate had
22 points, Sterling Brown added 20,
Christian Wood scored 19 and House
added 12.

Houston led 65-60 at halftime af-
ter House’s heave from well behind
the halfcourt line near the Raptors
bench on the sideline. The Rockets
closed out the third quarter with an
88-86 lead and opened the fourth
quarter on a 9-1 run to pull away.

Houston overcame a rough first
half where Wall received a technical
foul for a third straight game, argu-
ing with an official five minutes into
the first quarter. Wood picked up his
third personal foul less than three
minutes into the second quarter and

was limited to just eight scoreless
first-half minutes.

Fred VanVleet led Toronto with
27 points and was frustrated after
the loss.

“If you’re not going to play de-
fense, you better score more than 99
points,” VanVleet said.

Pascal Siakam scored 21 points,
Normal Powell had 19 and Kyle Low-
ry added 17.

Brown made his first five shots,
including three 3s, for 13 first-quar-
ter points. He finished 7 of 10 and 4

ble since ’'16

of 7 from 3.

The Raptors led 28-27 at the end
of the first quarter. In their losing
streak, Houston led after the first
quarter only three times, including
on Feb. 26 when they led the Raptors
31-30.

TIP-INS

Raptors: DeAndre’ Bembry was
ejected from the game after receiv-
ing two back-to-back technical fouls
in the fourth quarter. ... Toronto has
lost seven straight on the road. ..
Chris Boucher had 10 rebounds off
the bench.

Rockets: SG Victor Oladipo was
out with right quad injury mainte-
nance. ... PG D.J. Augustin returned
after a one-game absence with a
stomach illness. ... PG Kevin Porter Jr.
was sidelined with right quad sore-
ness.

COACH SUPPORT

After Silas’ postgame interview
following Sunday’s loss went viral
for how visibly frustrated he ap-
peared to be, the first-year coach
said he heard from many coaches,
including Rick Carlisle, Brad Stevens,
Doc Rivers, Steve Kerr, Luke Walton,
Doug Collins and Don Nelson, who
talked about their losing streaks and
offered support.

“What those guys did for me
means the world to me, and I'm go-
ing to reach out to every, single one
of those guys to tell them, ‘Thank
you,” Silas said.

UP NEXT

Raptors: Return home Wednes-
day night for a three-game home-
stand starting with Denver.

Rockets: Host Charlotte on
Wednesday night to close out a sev-
en-game homestand.

Hasan returns two negative tests for
GOVID-19, will join camp on Tuesday

KARACHI, MAR 23 (PTI):
Fastbowler Hasan Ali has
returned two negative
tests after initially test-
ing positive for COVID-19
and will join the Pakistan
training camp from Tues-
day ahead of their tours
of South Africa and Zim-
babwe.

The PCB has carried
out a relentless sched-
ule of COVID-19 tests on
all the players and offi-
cials selected to travel to
South Africa and Zimba-
bwe and only Hasan had
tested positive in the ini-
tial tests.

The pacer had appar-
ently also tested positive
a day before the Paki-
stan Super League 6 was
postponed earlier this

month in Karachi due to
rising cases of the infec-
tion among the franchise
players and officials and
even board employees.

Hasan is said to have
tested positive after
attending a small get
together at which Is-
lamabad United players
were present, including
Australian  leg-spinner
Fawad Ahmed.

Fawad had returned
a positive test during the
league and was only al-
lowed to return home af-
ter completing a quaran-
tine period at the hotel.

Hasan and Fawad are
part of the Islamabad
United outfit in the PSL
which is set to resume
in June. A reliable source

in the PCB said the re-
lentless COVID-19 tests
are being carried out in
the Pakistan camp as the
squad is due to leave on
March 28 and the board
does not want any prob-
lems to occur at the eve
of departure.

The PCB is yet to con-
firm whether the entire
Pakistan squad will trav-
el to Johannesburg by a
chartered flight or the
players, who will only
participate in the two-
Test series in Zimbabwe,
will join the rest of the
team in mid-April.

Pakistan will play
three ODIs and four T20
internationals in South
Africa and two Tests and
three T20s in Zimbabwe.

Sharjeel Khan's inclusion in Pakistan's
playing XI will depend on his fitness

KARACHI, MAR 23 (PTI): Pakistan open-
er Sharjeel Khan has been told that
his place in the playing eleven will de-
pend on whether he can show some
improvement in his fitness by April 9,
a day before the T20 series begins in

South Africa.

Sharjeel, who was picked in the Pa-
kistan T20 squad for the four games in
South Africa and another three in Zim-
babwe, has also been told he will not
play the intra-squad matches in Lahore
before the team's departure for Johan-

nesburg on 28th March.

"Sharjeel has been given a person-
al trainer and batting coach, Younis
Khan himself. Fitness freak has been put
in charge of his overall training in a bid
to improve the opener's fitness before
the T20 series in South Africa," a source
aware of the developments said on Mon-
day. Sharjeel's selection after he per-
formed well in the recent Pakistan Super
League 6 matches has been questioned
by some former players and critics who
believe his fitness is not up to the level re-
quired to play international cricket.

Sharjeel, who completed a two and
a half year ban for spot-fixing before
resuming his career last year, was seen
doing laps and working hard on his fit-
ness under the supervision of Younis

and the trainer at the Gaddafi stadium
on Monday. A former Test batsman,
who is close to the national selection
committee, however, voiced his con-
cern over the deadline set for Sharjeel.

"I am hearing he has been told to

shed at least 10 kilograms weight by

the deadline if this is true they don't re-
alize losing weight means it will also af-
fect his batting as batting also requires
a lot of endurance, stamina and mus-
cle power," the player said. He felt that
instead of setting deadlines the team

management should work on improv-

in October.

ing Sharjeel's fitness slowly so that he
doesn't lose strength, stamina etc.

Chief selector, Muhammad Wasim
had made it clear recently that Sharjeel
was picked on the call of captain, Babar
Azam and head coach, Misbah ul Hagq,
who felt he was an impact player in the
T20 format and they could improve his
fitness if he stayed with the squad.

During his last virtual press confer-
ence, Babar confirmed what Wasim had
said and added that while Sharjeel was
a bit on the healthy side but he would
not be a liability on the field.

Many see Sharjeel as a key impact
player as Pakistan start preparing for
the World T20 Cup to be held in India

Tamim lifts Bangladesh to 271-
6 in 2nd ODI vs New Zealand

CHRISTCHURCH, MAR 23
(AP): Bangladesh captain
Tamim Igbal survived a
contentious caught and
bowled decision and fell
to a bizarre run out Tues-
day while compiling his
50th one-day interna-
tional half century.

Tamim made 78 and
led Bangladesh to 271-6
asitbatted firstafter win-
ning the toss in the sec-
ond of three ODI matches
against New Zealand, im-
proving enormously on
the series-opener when
itmade only 131 and was
beaten by eight wickets.

On 34 and in the 15th
over, Tamim offered a
sharp return chance to
the tall New Zealand
paceman Kyle Jamieson.
The 2.03 meter (6-foot-
8) Jamieson stooped on
his follow through to
parcel the catch, then fell
forward. As he did so, the
ball held in his right hand
touched the ground.

The on-field umpire
immediately upheld New
Zealand's appeal but
Tamim referred the de-
cision to the television
umpire who, after study-
ing several angles, ruled
that Jamieson did not
have full control of the
ball. Tamim had earlier
had a decision for caught
behind overturned.

After a slow start,
Tamim flourished on a
pitch  which provided
good pace and sharp

.&S'Ti..]a.'.'..-._ A i

bounce to reach his mile-
stone half century from
84 balls. He spoke before
the match of the the im-
portance of Bangladesh
demonstrating its bat-
ting strength.

His words were heed-
ed and the Bangladesh
innings was book-ended
by his half century and
another to Mohammad
Mithun, who finished 73
not out.

There was less early
swing Tuesday than in the
first match of the series at
Dunedin and the pitch at
Hagley Oval was also on
the slow side. New Zea-
land's bowlers were still
able to contain the tour-
ists early, restricting them
to 26-1 after 10 overs and
84-1 after 20.

But Igbal was able to
play some superb shots

when he was set, using his
feet and his position on
the crease to disrupt the
bowling. He struck sever-
al superb drives through
cover and his innings in
total contained 11 fours.

He was finally out in
unusual  circumstanc-
es in the 31st over. His
partner Mushfiqur Ra-
him received a short ball
from Jimmy Neesham
which he defended and
dropped at his feet.

After a brief glance,
the batsmen  went
through for the single
while the ball came to
rest parallel with and
close to the stumps. Nee-
sham, following through,
was ahead of Tamim and
he showed soccer skills
to kick the ball sideways
into the stumps, leaving
the Bangladesh captain

short of his ground.

Tamim had put on
81 for Bangladesh's sec-
ond wicket with Soumya
Sarkar after it lost opener
Liton Das (0) in the sec-
ond over. Soumya made a
positive 32 from 46 balls
before he was stumped
down the leg side by Tom
Latham from the bowling
of Mitchell Santner.

Tamim then put on
48 with Mushfiqur, who
made a solid start but fell
for 34 in the 41st over
when Bangladesh was
aiming to accelerate.

Mithun paced the end
of the innings with his
sixth ODI half century
from 42 balls, bringing
up his 50 with a six from
the bowling of Neesham.
His 73 runs came from
57 balls with six fours
and two sixes.

BRUSSELS, MAR 23 (AP): Inter
Milan striker Romelu Lukaku has
been given permission to leave Ita-
ly and join his Belgium teammates
after returning a negative test
for COVID-19 ahead of upcoming
World Cup qualifying matches.
Lukaku was included in coach Ro-
berto Martinez's squad last week but his
availability had been unclear because of

COVID-19

virus outbreak at the Serie A club.

However, the Belgian team said the
former Manchester United strik-
er was able to join the rest of the
group on Monday afternoon.

"He is now under the Belgian
regulations,
means that like every professional
sportsman he is allowed to train
and play matches," said Stefan Van

which

Loock, the team's press officer.
Belgium, which tops the FIFA
rankings, starts its 2022 World
Cup qualifying
Wednesday against Wales before
taking on the Czech Republic and
Belarus. The Belgians will again be
without Real Madrid playmaker
Eden Hazard, who is sidelined by a
muscle injury in his right leg.

campaign on
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China, Russia officials meet in
show of unlty against EU, US

BEIJING, MAR 23 (AP):
The foreign ministers
of China and Russia dis-
played unity at their
meeting Tuesday amid
criticism and Western
sanctions against them
over human rights.

Wang Yi and Sergei
Lavrov rejected outside
sniping at their author-
itarian political systems
and said they were work-
ing to further global
progress on issues from
climate change to the
coronavirus pandemic.

At their initial meet-
ing in the southern Chi-
nese city of Nanning on
Monday, Wang and Lav-
rov accused the US of in-
terference in other coun-
tries' affairs and urged
it to rejoin the Iran nu-
clear agreement, some-
thing that President Joe
Biden's new administra-
tion has approached cau-
tiously. Russia and China
both maintain close rela-
tions with Tehran.

The two officials con-
tinued that rhetoric at
a news conference on
Tuesday, where Wang
sharply criticized coordi-
nated sanctions brought

by the European Union,
Britain, Canada and the

United States against
Chinese officials over hu-
man rights abuses in Chi-
na's far western Xinjiang
region.

Countries should
stand together to oppose
all forms of unilateral
sanctions,” Wang said.
These measures will not
be embraced by the in-
ternational community."

China says members
of the Uyghur and other
Muslim minority groups
in Xinjiang have volun-
tarily taken part in job
training and de-radical-
ization courses, denying
charges that more than 1
million have been locked
up in prison-like reed-
ucation camps where
they are forced to reject
their native culture and
pledge loyalty to the rul-

ing Communist Party
and its leader Xi Jinping.
Media outlets, foreign
governments and activ-
ist groups say abuses,
including forced labour
and coerced birth con-
trol, are ongoing.

China responded im-
mediately Monday to the
EU's move by imposing
sanctions on 10 Europe-
an individuals and four
institutions that it said

had damaged China's in-
terests and maliciously
spread lies and disin-
formation. They were
barred from visiting
mainland China, Hong
Kong and Macao and
banned from engaging
in financial dealings with
Chinese institutions.

Xinjiang had experi-
enced anti-government
violence, but Beijing
claims its massive secu-
rity crackdown brought
peace in recent years.

China and Russia
were rivals for leadership
of the communist world
during the Cold War but
have built a strong rela-
tionship in recent years
based on opposition to
the U-led liberal order
and cooperation in mil-
itary affairs, technology
and trade in natural re-
sources.

China's ruling Com-
munist Party allows
no political opposition
and keeps a tight hold
on civil society, while
Russian leader Vladi-
mir Putin has cracked
down heavily on citizens
calling for a more open
system.

Israel votes: Netanyahu's fate
hangs on Tuesday's elections

JERUSALEM, MAR 23 (AP):
Israelis began voting on
Tuesday in the country's
fourth parliamentary
election in two years a
highly charged referen-
dum on the divisive rule
of Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu.

Public opinion polls
forecast a tight race be-
tween those who support
Israel's longest-serving
premier and those who
want "anyone but Bibi, as
he is widely known.

Facing an electorate
worn down by a series of
campaigns and the coro-
navirus pandemic, can-
didates made their final
push in recent days with
a series of TV interviews
and public appearances
at shopping malls and
outdoor marketplaces.

The campaigns in-
creasingly reached into
people's personal space
with a constant barrage
of get-out-and-vote texts
that made cell phones
ding and buzz at all hours.

Netanyahu has por-
trayed himself as a global
statesman uniquely qual-
ified to lead the coun-
try through its many
security and diplomatic
challenges. He has made
Israel's successful coro-
navirus-vaccination cam-
paign the centerpiece of
his reelection bid, and
pointed to last year's dip-
lomatic agreements with
four Arab states.

Opponents  accuse
Netanyahu of bungling
the management of the
coronavirus  pandemic
for most of the past year.
They say he failed to en-
force lockdown restric-
tions on his ultra-Ortho-
dox political allies, allow-
ing the virus to spread,
and point to the still-dire
state of the economy and
its double-digit unem-
ployment rate.

They also say Net-
anyahu is unfit to rule at
a time when he is on trial
for multiple corruption
charges, a case he dis-
misses as a witch hunt.

Up to 15 per cent of
the electorate is expect-
ed to vote outside their
home districts, a batch of

absentee balloting that's
larger than usual to ac-
commodate those with
coronavirus or in quaran-
tine. The government is
dispatching special polling
stations, including vehi-
cles, to provide places for
them to vote safely.

Those votes are tal-
lied separately in Jeru-
salem, meaning final re-
sults may not be known
for days. Given the tight
race, the large number
of undecided voters and
a number of small par-
ties struggling to cross
the 3.25% threshold for
entry into parliament,
it could be difficult to
predict the outcome be-
fore the final count is
complete. Israelis vote
for parties, not individu-
al candidates. No single
party list of candidates
has been able to form a
governing majority in Is-
rael's 72-year history.

Netanyahu's Likud par-
ty and those led by his rivals
will be looking to smaller,
allied parties as potential
coalition partners. The par-
ty that can cobble together
a majority coalition gets to
form the next government
aprocess that is expected to
take weeks.

Tuesday's election
was triggered by the disin-
tegration of an emergency
government formed last
May between Netanyahu
and his chief rival to man-
age the coronavirus pan-
demic. The alliance was
plagued by infighting, and
elections were triggered
by the government's fail-
ure in December to agree
on a budget.

Netanyahu is hoping to
form a government with
his traditional religious
and hard-line nationalist
allies. These include a pair
of ultra-Orthodox parties
and a small religious par-
ty that includes openly
racist and homophobic
candidates. Netanya-
hu's rivals have accused
him of causing the past
two years of paralysis in
hopes of forming a more
favorable  government
that would grant him
immunity or protect him
from prosecution.

Colorado marks latest mass
tragedy after 10 killed

BOULDER, Covro. (AP):
A shooting at a crowded
Colorado  supermarket
that killed 10 people, in-
cluding the first police
officer to arrive, sent
terrorized shoppers and
workers scrambling for
safety and stunned a
state that has grieved
several mass Kkillings. A
lone suspect was in cus-
tody, authorities said.

Hundreds of police
officers from throughout
the Denver metropolitan
area responded to the
Monday afternoon attack,
converging on a King
Soopers supermarket in
a busy shopping plaza in
southern Boulder. SWAT
officers carrying ballistic
shields slowly approached
the store as others quickly
escorted frightened peo-
ple away from the build-
ing, some of its windows
shattered. Customers and
employees fled through a
back loading dock to safe-
ty. Others took refuge in
nearby shops.

One suspect was in
custody, a tearful Boulder
Police Chief Maris Herold
said late Monday. Author-
ities didn’t identify the
suspect, though Boulder
County District Attorney
Michael Dougherty said
the suspect was the only
person injured and was
receiving medical care.

Officers had escort-
ed a shirtless man in
handcuffs, blood running
down his leg, from the
store during the siege.
Authorities would not
say if he was the suspect.
Foothills Hospital in
Boulder was treating one
person from the shooting
scene but refused fur-
ther comment, said Rich
Sheehan, spokesman
for Boulder Community
Health, which operates
the hospital.

“This is a tragedy and
a nightmare for Boulder
County,” Dougherty said.
“These were people go-
ing about their day, doing
their shopping. I promise
the victims and the peo-
ple of the state of Colo-
rado that we will secure

justice.”

Herold identified the
slain officer as Eric Tal-
ley, 51, who had been
with Boulder police since
2010. He was the first to
arrive after responding
to a call about shots fired
and someone carrying a
rifle, she said.

“He was by all ac-
counts one of the out-
standing officers of the
Boulder Police Depart-
ment, and his life was
cut too short,” Dougherty
said.

Dozens of police and
emergency vehicles,
their lights flashing, es-
corted an ambulance
carrying the officer from
the shooting scene after
nightfall. Some residents
stood along the route,
their arms raised in sa-
lute. Identities of the oth-
er nine victims were not
disclosed as police were
still notifying their family
members.

Dougherty said it was
too early to speculate
on a motive and that the
investigation involving
local, state and feder-
al agencies would take
days. The attack in Boul-
der, about 25 miles (40
kilometers) northwest of
Denver and home to the
University of Colorado,
stunned a state that has
seen several mass shoot-
ings, including the 1999
Columbine High School
massacre and the 2012

Aurora movie theater
shooting.
Monday’s midaft-

ernoon attack was the
seventh mass Kkilling this
year in the U.S., follow-
ing the March 16 shoot-
ing that left eight people
dead at three Atlanta-ar-
ea massage businesses,
according to a database
compiled by The Asso-
ciated Press, USA Today
and Northeastern Uni-
versity.

It follows a lull in
mass Kkillings during the
pandemic in 2020, which
had the smallest number
of such attacks in more
than a decade, according
to the database, which

tracks mass Kkillings de-
fined as four or more
dead, not including the
shooter.

Dean Schiller said he
had just left the super-
market when he heard
gunshots. He saw three
people lying face down —
one in a doorway and two
in the parking lot. Schiller
said he couldn’t tell if they
were breathing.

Sarah Moonshadow
and her son, Nicolas Ed-
wards, had just bought
strawberries when they
heard gunfire. Moon-
shadow told The Denver
Post they ducked and
“just ran.” Outside, Ed-
wards said, arriving po-
lice pulled up next to a
body in the parking lot.

“I knew we couldn’t
do anything for the guy,”
he said. “We had to go.”

Video posted on You-
Tube showed one person
on the floor inside the
store and two more out-
side on the ground. What
sounds like two gunshots
are heard at the begin-
ning of the video.

Investigators had just
started sorting through
the crime scene and con-
ducting witness inter-
views, Dougherty said.
Matthew Kirsch, the act-
ing US. attorney for Col-
orado, pledged that “the
full weight of federal law
enforcement” will support
the investigation. He said
investigators from the Bu-
reau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives
were at the crime scene,
along with FBI agents.

White House press
secretary Jen  Psaki
tweeted that President
Joe Biden had been briefed
on the shooting. Gov. Jared
Polis, meanwhile, said in a
statement that “Today we
saw the face of evil. I am
grieving with my commu-
nity and all Coloradans.
The King Soopers chain
said in a statement that it
was offering prayers and
support “to our associates,
customers, and the first re-
sponders who so bravely
responded to this tragic
situation.”

SEOUL, SouTH KOREA (AP): The lead-
ers of China and North Korea are reaf-
firming their traditional alliance fol-
lowing contentious talks between top
diplomats from Washington and Beijing
and diplomatic isolation and economic
problems in the North that have left it
ever-more dependent on the Chinese.

The North’s official Korean Central
News Agency said Tuesday leader Kim
Jong Un called for stronger “unity and
cooperation” with China in the face of
challenges posed by “hostile forces”
while exchanging messages with Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping.

According to KCNA and China’s Xin-
hua news agency, Xi in his own message
to Kim described bilateral relations as a
“valuable asset” to both countries and
vowed to make unspecified contribu-
tions to the peace and stability on the
Korean Peninsula.

KCNA said Xi also expressed a com-
mitment to “provide the peoples of the
two countries with better life.” Some
analysts saw this as an indication that
China would soon provide North Korea
with badly needed food, fertilizer and
other aid that had been significantly
reduced amid the pandemic border clo-
sures.

Xinhua said the leaders’ messages
were exchanged during a meeting be-
tween Chinese senior diplomat Song
Tao and North Korean Ambassador to
China Ri Ryong Nam during a meeting
in Beijing on Monday.

The exchange between the leaders
came as the Biden administration steps
up diplomatic efforts to strengthen co-
operation with Asian allies South Korea
and Japan to deal with the North Kore-
an nuclear threat and China’s growing
regional influence.

Top U.S. and Chinese officials trad-
ed sharp and unusually public barbs
in Alaska last week in their first face-
to-face meetings since President Joe
Biden took office, where Secretary of
State Antony Blinken said Washington
is united with its allies in pushing back
against Chinese authoritarianism.

The contentious talks in Anchorage
came after Blinken and Defense Secre-
tary Lloyd Austin traveled to Japan and
South Korea for talks that mainly fo-
cused on North Korea and China.

During his visit to Seoul, Blinken
sternly criticized North Korea’s nuclear
ambitions and human rights record and
pressed China to use its “tremendous
influence” to convince the North to de-
nuclearize.

The North has so far ignored Biden’s
administration’s efforts to reach out,
saying it won’t engage in meaningful
talks with the United States unless
Washington abandons what Pyong-
yang sees as “hostile” policies, which
clearly refers to the U.S.-led sanctions
and pressure over its nuclear pro-
gram.

KCNA said Kim addressed the state
of the North’s relations with the United
States and South Korea and said com-
munication between him and Xi was re-
quired in the face of changed “external
situations and reality,” apparently re-
ferring to the new U.S. administration.

Kim'’s message “stressed the need to

strengthen the unity and cooperation
between the two parties and two coun-
tries to cope with the hostile forces’
all-round challenges and obstructive
moves,” KCNA said.

Kim’'s message to Xi was clear-
ly in response to last week’s visits by
Blinken and Lloyd to Japan and South
Korea, which signaled the start of the
Biden administration’s efforts to create
a coordinated approach with its allies
on North Korea, said Cheong Seong-
Chang, director of North Korea studies
at South Korea’s private Sejong Insti-
tute.

Cheong said it was notable that Xi
did not publicly express his support
for Kim’'s stated plans to expand the
North’s nuclear capabilities and instead
stressed regional stability.

This shows that China prefers diplo-
macy over a revival of tensions in the
Korean Peninsula, and despite its fric-
tion with the United States, could still
endorse a resumption of talks between
Washington and Pyongyang, he said.

China had advocated a “two-track
approach” to the issue, whereby the
U.S. would offer security guarantees to
North Korea in exchange for Pyongyang
abandoning its nuclear weapons pro-
grams.

The meetings in Anchorage re-
flected increasingly troubled relations
between the United States and China,
which are at odds over a range of issues
from trade to human rights in Tibet,
Hong Kong and China’s western Xinji-
ang region, as well as over Taiwan, Chi-
na’s assertiveness in the South China
Sea and the coronavirus pandemic.

Responding to Blinken’s criticism
about his government, Communist Par-
ty foreign affairs chief Yang Jiechi said
Beijing had no intention to back down
on any issue and that the United States
should stop pushing its own version
of democracy at a time when America
itself has been roiled by domestic dis-
content.

As North Korea pursued diplomacy
with the U.S. starting in 2018, it also
worked to strengthen relations with
China, its traditional ally and economic
lifeline. But Kim has nothing to show for
his ambitious summits with then-Pres-
ident Trump, which collapsed in 2019
over disagreements in exchanging the
release of crippling U.S.-led sanctions
against North Korea and the North’s
disarmament steps.

The North’s economic woes have
been compounded by pandemic border
closures and devastating natural di-
sasters that wiped out crops last sum-
mer. At a ruling party congress in Jan-
uary, Kim vowed to further expand the
North’s nuclear program and urged his
people to be resilient in the struggle for
economic self-reliance.

South Korea’s spy agency told law-
makers late last year that North Korea’s
trade volume with China fell by 75%
during the first 10 months of 2020.
That led to a shortage of raw materials
that plunged the North’s factory opera-
tions to its lowest level since Kim took
power in late 2011, and a jump in the
prices of imported foods like sugar and
seasonings.
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FASHIONISTA! The Modem Family star, Sofia Vergara steps outin
her very own Sofia jeans.

NEw DELHI, MAR 23 (PTI): Legendary ath-
lete Milkha Singh is all praise for actor Farhan
Akhtar after watching the teaser of the up-
coming sports drama "Toofaan" and said he is
looking forward to the film.

Directed by Rakeysh Omprakash Meh-
ra, the film stars Akhtar in the role of a
boxer.

"Toofaan" marks the second collabo-

ration for Akhtar and Mehra, who previ-
ously brought Singh's life story to the big
screen in the 2013 biopic "Bhaag Milkha

Bhaag".

The iconic athlete said he hopes the
actor-director duo continue to make more
inspiring sports-based films.

"I loved Farhan's look in the "Toofaan'
teaser. He has made a wonderful physique for
the role of a boxer. My best wishes are with
Farhan and Rakeysh. I will surely watch "Too-

faan'.

I hope they make many more sports

films in future,” Singh told PTI in an interview.

The 91-year-old Padma Shri recipient,
who missed an Olympic medal by a whisker
at the 1960 Games, revealed "Bhaag Milkha
Bhaag" was the first film he watched since the

Farhan Akhtar has made a wonderful
physique for 'Toofaan’: Milkha Singh

1960s and remembered that people used to -
tell him that Akhtar looked exactly like him in
the movie. "When 'Bhaag Mikha Bhaag' was .
released, no matter where I went -- Australia, |
England or Canada, people around the world

AHATOM FRLILRTE
b e A N

used to say Farhan is Milkha Singh's ditto *
copy. I even went to see Farhan train during :
the film's making and saw him run 100 me- -
tres in 11 seconds! He was not a professional «
athlete, but he trained hard to become one," -
Singh, who is also fondly called the 'Flying .
Sikh', added.
"Toofaan", also starring Mrunal Thakur ;
and Paresh Rawal, will premiere on Amazon *

- Taa
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MumBAlI, MAR 23 (PTI): Actors Taapsee
Pannu and Pavail Gulati have finished
shooting for the thriller "Dobaaraa”, di-
rected by Anurag Kashyap.

Pannu and Gulati, who
previously starred in the
. 2020 drama "Thappad",
. started work on the project
last month.

"Twenty three days of
pure honest energy on set
and it's a wrap! #Dobaaraa,”
Pannu wrote on Instagram
- on Monday alongside a pic-
. ture with Kashyap, who also
. directed her in "Manmarzi-
. yaan".
. The actor said she and
¢ the director have made a bet,
¢ the content of which shall be
¢ disclosed later.

: "... but for now just know
- if I win, he will have to do
- another film with me of my
choice and if he wins, in the
next movie we do together,
[ shall not argue with him on set. Point
being, nevertheless, u shall see us to-
gether once again (sic)" she added.

: The shooting of "Dobaaraa” was halt-
¢ ed on March 3 after Income Tax Depart-
: ment's officials raided homes and offic-
- es of Pannu and Kashyap as well as his
partners, who launched the now-shut-

tered production house Phantom Films.
The searches, part of a tax evasion
probe against Phantom Films, carried

out across 30 locations in Mumbai and
Pune, also covered Reliance Entertain-
ment group CEO Shibhasish Sarkar and
some executives of celebrity and talent
management companies KWAN and Ex-
ceed. Production resumed three days
later, with Kashyap sharing a still from
the film's sets on March 6 which was

osee Pannu, Pavail Gulati
wrap ‘Dobaaraa’ shoot

captioned: "and we restart our shoot
#DoBaaraa". "Dobaaraa" is backed by

Ekta Kapoor's Cult Movies, a new divi-

sion under her Balaji Telefilms banner.

The film is penned by Nihit Bhave,
who previously wrote Kashyap's 2020
Netflix movie "Choked".

Sunir Kheterpal's ATHENA and
Gaurav Bose's The Vermillion World
Production are also attached as pro-
ducers.

Emerald Fennell 1o pen

. Los ANGELES, MAR 23 (PTI): Emerald
: Fennell, the breakout director of "Prom-
: ising Young Woman", will be writing the
- script for DC Films' upcoming movie
- about superhero Zatanna.

. According to The Hollywood Re-
porter, the project hails from studio
Warner Bros and filmmaker J] Abrams'
Bad Robot.

. Created by writer Gardner Fox and
artist Murphy Anderson in 1964, Zatan-
na is a magician like her father Zatara.

: Zatanna has been involved with the
. Justice League, has had a childhood with
+ Batman and was romantically linked to
- character John Constantine, the occult
. master who will be the subject of an

script for 'Zatanna' movie

S

HBO Max series produced by Abrams.

The character was played by Serin- *

da Swan for three seasons on the CW's
"Smallville".

Fennell, who previously worked on -
critically-acclaimed series "Killing Eve" .
and also featured in Netflix royal drama .
"The Crown", made history earlier this |
month when her directorial debut mov- :

ie "Promising Young Woman" bagged
five Oscar nominations.

The filmmaker became first woman
director to be nominated for best direc- -
tor for a directorial debut. Her film has -
also earned Academy Award nods for .
best picture, screenplay, editing and ac- -

tress for Carey Mulligan.

. Actor Kartik Aaryan tests positive for COVID-19

. Mumbai, Mar 23 (PTI): Actor Kartik
. Aaryan on Monday said he has tested
. positive for COVID-19 and asked his
fans to pray for him.

The 30-year-old actor, on Saturday,
walked the ramp for designer Manish
Malhotra at the ongoing Lakme Fashion
Week, here.

He was joined by his upcoming
. "Bhool Bhulaiyaa 2" co-star Kiara Ad-
vani.

Aaryan took to Twitter and shared a

picture of a first aid medical sign, writ-

ing, "I am positive. Pray for me."
The actor was also shooting for
"Bhool Bhulaiyaa 2" with Advani and

Tabu, who joined the crew on March 15. .

Aaryan began his portions for the
horror-comedy earlier in March in
Manali, Himachal Pradesh.

On Sunday, Mumbai reported 3,779
fresh COVID-19 cases, taking the overall
tally to 3,62,675. The death toll mount-
ed to 11,586.
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: Los ANGELES, MAR 23 (PTI): Oscar
: winner Jamie Foxx will be essaying the
: role of boxing legend Mike Tyson in an
* upcoming limited series.

= : Titled "Tyson", the show will be di-

- rected by "Southpaw" director Antoine

_ . Fuqua, reported Variety.

The series, which will span the
. whole of Tyson's life, is not currently set
. up at a network or streaming service.

Fuqua, known for movies such as
¢ "Training Day", "The Equaliser" and
¢ "Olympus Has Fallen", will executive
¢ produce the project alongside veteran
filmmaker Martin Scorsese and Foxx.
. Colin Preston wrote the the pilot for
. "Tyson" and is currently working on
writing the full series.

"I have been looking to tell my sto-
ry for quite some time. With the recent
launch of Legends Only League and the
excitement from fans following my re-
¢ turn to the ring, now feels like the per-
* fect moment.

"I look forward to collaborating with
Martin, Antoine, Jamie, and the entire
creative team to bring audiences a se-
ries that not only captures my profes-
sional and personal journey but also
inspires and entertains,” Tyson said in a
statement.

The former boxer and his wife Kiki

.
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Tyson will executive produce the show

. along with Sophie Watts and John Ryan
. Jr on behalf of Tyson's Legends Only
League.

This isn't the only adaptation of the
: Tyson story in the works, with Hulu also
- developing "Iron Mike" with Margot
- Robbie as one of the executive produc-
. ers. Tyson had blasted the makers of the
. show when it was announced, calling it
. a "tone-deaf cultural misappropriation"
. of his life story.

THE DAY AMEAD

Aries:

We've become so action-oriented as a society, we have
forgotten the simple act of 'being' and allowing what is
ours into our experience. But you are undergoing a
massive vibrational shift, Aries, one that's helping strike
a balance between the doing and the non-doing. If you
have done your bit, trust that what is yours will find a way
into your existence. The wheel of fortune is tuming and
it's bringing huge blessings into your world. PS: Look out
for a miracle on the love and romance front.

Tip: You are allowing what has always been yours into
your existence.

Taurus:

Your career has your undivided attention right now.
There's so much you want to achieve this week. It's best
to keep the momentum going. On the downside, you
could be using madness as a means to escape your
personal issues. Who and what are you not confronting,
Taurus? It's time to get real with yourself.

Tip: There are personal issues that need your attention.
Gemini:

Not all secrets are meant to be shared, especially not the
ones that concem you. Seal your lips, Gemini. Reveal
details about the project only once things have been set
into motion. You don't want anybody stealing your idea
and passing it off as theirs. If your competitors already
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have a whiff of what you're doing, get cracking. Delaying
things any further would give them the opportunity to un-
veil the given product/service before you.

Tip: Get cracking!

Cancer:

You've been seeing each other casually for a while, and
that's going well. How about taking things to the next
level in the coming week? The stars are blessing your
relationship *and* encouraging you to figure out the prac-
tical details you have been avoiding for so long. Yes, that
means freading into the tricky temitory of finances. On the
professional front, you're being reminded of Jim Rohn's
famous quote, “If you don't like where you are, move! You
arenotafree.”

Tip: But first, let's talk about the practical details.

Leo:

Its time for a quick check in: does the given opportunity
awaken your sense of joy? Does it provide you with area-
son fo jump out of bed every moming? If you answered
these questions in the affirmative, know that you are on
the right track. So, keep doing what you're doing, Leo.
Immerse your whole being into the given practice until
the ‘I' disappears completely from the equation. Trust that
this will prove to be the secret to your transcendence.
Tip: Immerse your whole being into the given practice.
Virgo:

It's true that things haven't tumed out as per your expec-
tations. However, replaying what went wrong, over and
over, isn't going to do you any good, Virgo. For the sake
of your sanity, forgive, forget, and move on. If you need to
have a conversation with somebody, hold space for that
today. Expressing how you feel is always a better option
than suppressing your emotions.

Tip: Forgiveness will free you from camying this pain
around.

Libra:

“Believe in what you want so much that it has no choice
but to materialise.” An Abraham Hicks quote that accu-
rately describes where you are in your joumey. Look at
you manifesting all the things that you once thought were
elusive. Yes, you are a magician, Libra, and it's time
for you to realise your powers fully. The next few days
are rather significant. Pay attention to the cosmic cues
you receive as they will make the path clearer to you.
Tip: You are a magician, Libra!

Scorpio:

Being yourself is never easy. After all, we've grown
up believing that the only way we can be loved is by
hiding behind a mask! Today, you're being asked to
become aware of this persona. To become aware of
all that is false. Stepping into the role of the observ-
er will help you transcend the baggage of your past.

What the cards want you to remember is that you
deserve to be loved for who you are, and not just a
version of yourself!

Tip: Become aware of all that is false.

Sagittarius:

It's one of those days, Sagittarius. One of those days
when everything that you thought was in order seems
to be falling apart before your own eyes. You have two
options at this point: to get thrown off by your circum-
stances or stay in your centre. The latter will help you
understand the higher reason behind which things are
unfolding the way that they are. Trust that there is a
divine plan in place, and trust that this divine plan is
*always* working in your favour.

Tip: Allow the false foundations to come crumbling
down.

Capricorn:

Hello, and welcome to harvest season! It's time to de-
vour the lush fruits of your labour. You've done good,
Capricomn. So, give yourself the pat on the back you
deserve (which you so often forget to). As you do, let
go of your financial fears. The Gods of Abundance
plan to shower their grace upon you for some time
now. What's important for you to master in the coming
days is the balancing act. There are multiple projects that
are vying for your attention, and each of them is signifi-

cantin its own way.

Tip: The Gods of Abundance will continue to shower their
grace upon you.

Aquarius:

“Love is what we are bom with. Fear is what we leam.
The spiritual joumey is the unleaming of fear and prej-
udices and the acceptance of love back in our hearts.
Love is the essential reality and our purpose on earth."
Marianne Williamson's quote to reflect upon, dear Aquar-
ius. Become cognisant of how and where you are cutting
yourself off from the stream of love. Become aware of
how you are fortifying the walls you should have demol-
ished a long time ago. This is a time of letting go of the
false and making space for the divine blessings that are
rightfully yours.

Tip: Unleam the ways of the world.

Pisces:

This could be a time of hardships on the personal
front. You gave your all to make this relationship work,
but there is something amiss here. It's time to take the
rose-tinted glasses off, Pisces. If's time to recognise this
connection for what it is. If you need time off to process
your emotions, so be it. Leaming to communicate your
needs to other people is an integral part of the growth
and leaming process.

Tip: Recognise this connection for what it is.
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