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Smear campaign against me, says Akshay; 
Govt places him under suspension

Committee 
formed to 
examine 
lathicharge 
allegations
Sagar Chhetri
Gangtok, 17 Jul:
Senior IPS officer of the 
State, Additional DGP, 
Akshay Sachdeva, who 
was posted as Recovery 
Officer of the State Bank 
of Sikkim by the new 
government in the State, 
made a public appeal to-
day seeking the support 
of the lay people and 
even the Chief Minister 
to confront what he said 
was a smear campaign 
launched against him by 
vested interests.

Shortly after Mr 
Sachdeva addressed the 
media, an office order is-

sued by the Department 
of Personnel started cir-
culating on WhatsApp 
groups informing that 
“disciplinary proceed-
ings” were being contem-
plated against Mr Sach-
deva following which he 
was being placed under 
suspension with imme-
diate effect.

Interestingly, the first 
copy of this Office Order 
was dated 16 June, 2019, 
shortly after which, a 
“corrected” version with 
the order, signed by Prin-
cipal Sercretary, DoP, dat-
ed 16 July, a day before 
Mr Sachdeva’s press con-
ference was being for-
warded and shared.

Official sources in the 
Chief Minister’s Office 
confirmed the veracity 
of the suspension order 
and the mix-up in the 
date and the subsequent 
correction today.

Meanwhile, Mr Sach-
deva, in his press brief-
ing insisted that he has 
always served Sikkim’s 
interests and been true 
to his responsibilities. 

He detailed the 
lathicharge led by him 
against Sikkim Kranti-
kari Morcha function-

aries at the then SKM 
head office in Gangtok 
on 11 February in 2013, 
which appears to be at 
the crux of the online 
campaign being mount-
ed against him, and also 
his suspension.

The matter, it may be 
recalled, has also been 

taken to the Supreme 
Court by SKM party 
workers and the last 
orders on the matter 
being passed on 28 Feb-
ruary 2019.

Mr Sachdeva today 
informed that a Supreme 
Court mandated enquiry 
into the incident has ab-

solved him of molesta-
tion charges alleged by 
SKM functionaries and 
that the same has been 
accepted by the apex 
court as well.

He stated that some 
people with vested inter-
ests have been targeting 
him for doing his duty 

with utmost honesty and 
sincerity. He asserted 
that if the public does 
not support honest of-
ficers, an unfortunate 
precedence would be 
set and officers will 
hesitate from discharg-
ing their duties without 
fear or favor. 

While Mr Sachdeva’s 
press conference was un-
derway, media-persons 
were not aware of his 
suspension and even he 
appeared unaware of this 
development even though 
the suspension order is 
dated for yesterday.

Mr Sachdeva shared 
that even though he was 
told by some that his cur-
rent posting as Recovery Offi-
cer was a much lower ranked 
post than his current stand-
ing as ADGP, he has worked 
with utmost sincerity even 
on his new job.

turn to pg02

Budget Session called for 
29 Jul; Electronic devises 

banned from premises
Summit report
Gangtok, 17 Jul: 

The Speaker has re-
convened a sitting of 

the Legislative Assembly 
starting 29 July for the 
Budget Session.

Given the embar-
rassment of the last sit-
ting of the Assembly, the 
Assembly secretariat 
has reportedly banned 
electronic gadgets from 
the Assembly during the 
budget session, mak-
ing an exception only 

for the Information and 
Public Relations De-
partment.

An official communi-
qué goes on to add that 
the Guidelines for video 
Recording and Telecast-
ing of the Proceedings 
mentions that “the pro-
ceedings of Sikkim Leg-
islative Assembly shall 
be recorded through de-
partment of IPR, Govern-
ment of Sikkim, Doordar-
shan (DD) and All India 
Radio (AIR).”

CaBiNet 
DECISIONS:
Gangtok, 17 Jul (IPR): 
A Cabinet Meeting was 
held in the Cabinet Hall 
of Tashiling Secretariat, 
Gangtok and the follow-
ing decisions were taken 
on 15 Jul, 2019:

LEGAL, LEGISLATIVE 
& PARLIAMENTARY AF-
FAIRS DEPARTMENT The 
Cabinet approved the ap-
pointment of Advocate, Shri 
Vivek Kohli son of Shri SK 
Kohli, resident of New Delhi 
as the Advocate General for 
the State of Sikkim.

PUBLIC SCHEMES
The proposal seeking 

revised administrative 
approval of Rs 139.725 
crore (Rupees one hun-
dred thirty nine crore 
seventy two lakhs fifty 
thousand) only with an 
additional financial sanc-
tion of Rs 36.612 crore 
(Rupees thirty six crore 
sixty one lakhs twelve 
thousand) only

for the work ‘Up-gra-
dation of Gangtok-Rum-
tek-Sang road to inter-
mediate lane road in 
East Sikkim.’

In respect of addi-
tional cost of public re-
lated schemes, the Cab-
inet directed to give full 
detail with justification 
in respect of additional cost. 
All concerned have been di-
rected to anticipate the same 
while preparing estimate.

The Cabinet approved 
the financial sanction of

turn to pg02

LtVC demands clarity on 
seat reservation issue

Summit report
Gangtok, 17 Jul:

The Limboo Tamang 
Voluntary Commit-

tee has rejected a Press 
Information Bureau 
new-report “pertaining 
to LT seat reservation” as 
misleading.

The report in ques-
tion is about the Union 
Minister of State for 
Tribal Affairs, in a writ-
ten reply in the Lok 
Sabha, informing that 
seat reservation for the 
Limboos and Tamangs 
was under consider-
ation of the Centre.

In a press communi-
qué issued today, LTVC 
has argued that the Min-
istry of Tribal Affairs 
was not the authority to 
comment on the LT seat 
issue since Limboos and 
Tamangs were already 
Scheduled Tribes. 

The LT seat reser-
vation issue falls solely 
under the Ministry of 
Home Affairs, it points 
out, adding, “It’s MHA 
duty to give the answer 
and not MoTA.”

The release also de-
mand to know from the 
SKM Government and 
the Sikkim Lok Sabha MP 
as to on which seat shar-
ing formula the Centre 
was considering the LT 
seat reservation issue.

The release high-
lights that only two for-
mulas, both by the pre-
vious SDF Government, 
have been forwarded to 
the Centre – the Burman 
Commission recom-
mendations and the en-
hancement of Assembly 
strength to 40 option.

The release adds that 
the new State Govern-
ment has not passed any 
new Bill or Resolution on 
the matter nor proposed 
any new formula to the 
Centre and has called on 
the State Govt to come 
clean on the matter. 

LTVC has further de-
manded the new State 
Government first with-
draw the SDF govt’s rec-
ommendations on the LT 
seats, pass a fresh formu-
la keeping the number of 
Assembly seats at 32.

Govt orders 
‘temporary 
closure’ of 25 
Primary Schools
Summit report
Gangtok, 17 Jul:
The State Government 
today ordered the tem-
porary closure of 25 gov-
ernment primary schools 
with immediate effect.

A notification issued 
by the Human Resource De-
velopment Department ex-
plains that the closures are 
being ordered “consequent 
upon extremely low and in 
some cases nil student en-
rolment” at these schools.

Students of these 
schools will now be 
transferred to nearby 
schools and the movable 
assets distributed to 
“needy schools on discre-
tion of district authority.”

The immovable govern-
ment properties pertaining 
to these scholls are to be 
handed over to the Gram 
Panchayats on “suitable 
terms and conditions.”

The affected govern-
ment primary schools 
are: Borong, Rockland, 
Sotak, 10th Mile [East 
Sikkim], Taksang, Upper 
Linzey, Pheedang, Tanek, 
Longbu, Tadong [North 
district], Theng, Simkharka, 
Sumbuk, Singtam Pallum, 
Bul, Cham Gaon, Khutida-
ra, Barabotey [West Sik-
kim], Rungdu, Anden, Nasa, 
Taerybhir, Chojo, Lamath-
ing, and Mantabong.

The notification, 
signed by the Additional 
Chief Secretary GP Upad-
hyaya does not say what 
happens to the staff of 
the affected schools.

govt to restructure teesta urja
Summit report
Gangtok, 17 Jul:

The State Government 
will be taking im-

mediate steps to prevent 
Teesta Urja Limited (TUL) 
and Teestavalley Power 
Transmission Limited 
(TPTL) from becoming 
a Non Performing Asset 
(NPA), the Cabinet decid-
ed in a meeting held on 
15 July. It was also decid-
ed that all efforts will be 
made to restructure the 
company and take steps 
for repayment of PFC 
loans and bank loans.

With this aim, the 
state government has 
appointed a part time 
Chairman for Teesta Urja 
Limited (TUL) for 1 year 
while salaries being paid 
to the top 5 or 6 Execu-
tives have been reduced 
drastically. There is also 
a proposal to reduce the 
number of employees 
substantially. 

During the meeting, 
the Cabinet approved 
the notifications in con-

nection to the regulation 
of service conditions/
remuneration, tenure of 
key officials/profession-
als/other employees un-
der Teesta Urja Limited 
(TUL) and Teestavalley 
Power Transmission 
Limited (TPTL).

Teesta Urja Limited 
(TUL) developed the 
1200 MW Teesta Stage 
III hydro power proj-
ect in North Sikkim. 
All the units were 
commissioned in 
February 2017.

As per the current 
shareholding structure 
of the company, the 
Project is a State Gov-
ernment Enterprise 
with Government of 
Sikkim holding 60% 
majority stake through 
its investment company 
i.e. M/s Sikkim Power 
Investment Corporation 
Limited (SPICL).

The Stage III dam is 
located at Chungthang 
Village and the Power 
House site is at Singhik.

Over 11,000 people rescued from 
flood-affected states till now: NDRF

New Delhi, Jul 17 (PTI): More than 
11,000 people have been rescued by 
the National Disaster Response Force 
from various states affected by floods 
and heavy rains, an NDRF spokesper-
son said on Wednesday.

The marooned have been largely 
rescued from Assam and Bihar, he said.

Rescuers of the federal force are 
ferrying people on inflatable rubber 
boats to safer places and distributing 
essential supplies like food packets and 
drinking water in flood-affected areas, 
the spokesperson said.

A total of 594 people were rescued 
from Assam on Wednesday. In Bihar, 
over 4,100 locals were taken out of sub-

merged areas of Araria, Darbhanga, Ka-
tihar, Madhubani, Motihari, Sitamarhi 
and Supaul districts.

“So far, NDRF teams have evacuat-
ed more than 11,000 people and pro-
vided medical assistance to 230 peo-
ple during this monsoon season in the 
country,” the spokesperson said.

The force has deployed over 100 
teams and Regional Response Centres 
(RRC) for flood relief tasks across var-
ious states.

A control room in Delhi is function-
ing round-the-clock to monitor the ongo-
ing operations and also to keep in touch 
with other agencies for launching a joint 
response plan during emergencies.
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UrGENTly rEqUIrED: 
Urgent Recruitment for a waiter 

with atleast 3 years experience and 
one kitchen helper. Contact: Hotel 

Paramount, Dentam, West Sik-
kim- 9735909625 / 8348285444

WaNteD 
HOUSEKEEPER/BABYSITTER . 

Contact:  9933443442/9800500696.
geNeraL iNformatioN

This is for general information of all concerned 
that Hotel Parasol Residency, Panihouse, Deorali 
East Sikkim shall remain closed for a period of 
six months for carrying out necessary repairs. 
All concerned tour operators and clients are 
requested to refrain from booking or deal with 
any sort with regard to Hotel Parasol Residency, 
Panihouse, Deorali, East Sikkim.

Mr. Subash Lama
Proprietor

Hotel Parasol Residency,
 Panihouse, Deorali, East Sikkim

BuiLDiNg for SaLe
A 5 storied building with 3 floor completed hav-
ing a land area of 30x70  at DABUWA, Melli road 
(2km from Namchi) is for sale. Rate reasonable. 
Interested party please contact: 6296370905, 
9733284142, 8597088755.

Four & half Storied building on SALE, behind Hotel 
Agarwal at Pani House, Gangtok, East Sikkim. In-
terested parties may also buy flats – 2 flats – 1650 
sq.ft , 1 Flat – 1186 sq.ft & 1 Flat on top (1 & half)- 
3000 sq.ft. Contact: -9434751150

Rs 8854.00 lakhs (Rupees eighty eight 
crores fifty four lakhs) only for the work 
‘Construction of two lane balanced 
cantilever bridge over Kanaka river at 
Kayum, Dzongu in North Sikkim’. The 
Cabinet also directed to

expedite the work.
TOURISM AND CIVIL AVIATION DE-

PARTMENT
The Cabinet approved the proposal 

to levy fees in respect of various tour-
ism activities, whereas regarding issu-
ance of trade license to Hotels, Home 
stays and agencies, the Cabinet directed 
the department to maintain status quo.

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND 
INDUSTRIES

The Cabinet approved the draft, 
‘The Sikkim Industrial Licensing Rules, 
2019’, with provision for granting li-
censes, imposing penalties, suspending 
and revoking of license.

TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT
The Cabinet approved the draft bill 

for ‘The Sikkim Motor Vehicle Taxation 
(Amendment) Bill, 2019’ with provi-
sion for online payment of Motor Ve-
hicle Taxes and option for quarterly/
annually or onetime tax @5 (five) times 
of the annual tax, for all categories of ve-
hicles.

LAND REVENUE AND DISASTER 
MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT

The Cabinet approved the financial 
sanction of Rs 59,77,500 (Rupees fifty 
nine lakhs seventy seven thousand and 
five hundred) only for additional miti-
gation measures carried out by State 
Disaster Management Authority (SSD-
MA) in old Mangan Bazar. The Cabi-
net directed that the implementation 
should be proper and there should be 
no cost and time overrun.

DEVELOPMENT PLANNING, ECO-
NOMIC REFORMS AND NORTH EAST-
ERN COUNCIL

AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT WHITE PA-
PER

The Cabinet approved the White 
Paper prepared department wise duly 
reflecting pending bills, fund require-
ments, liabilities, bank loans, revenue 
potentials etc to be placed in the forth-
coming Sikkim Legislative Assembly 
and to be discussed threadbare.

HOME DEPARTMENT
The Cabinet approved to declare 5th 

October as State Holiday in honour and 
memory of Late Nar Bahadur Bhandari, 
former Chief Minister of Sikkim.

PUBLIC WELFARE MEASURES
Tariff rates of Circuit House, Old and 

New Sikkim House (New Delhi) have 
been reduced in public interest and to 
bolster the prospects of Sikkim Tour-
ism.

CaBiNet DeCiSioNS...

He rued that even when working 
sincerely in this new post, some indi-
viduals have unleashed a vicious pro-
paganda against him.  

“I am now standing in front of the 
people’s court and they have to tell me 
how a police officer should work and 
conduct himself,” he said. 

“I am still working independently 
and fairly but now I need the support of 
the people of Sikkim and every section 
of the society,” Mr Sachdeva said. 

Mr Sachdeva also appealed to the 
Chief Minister and Ministers to protect 
his interests for working sincerely for 
the State and its people. 

“I want to appeal to the people to 
support me today. If the public does not 
support their righteous officers then it 
is very difficult for us to function,” he 
stated.

Meanwhile, the State Government 
today constituted a three-member 
committee headed by the Chief Sec-
retary to examine matters related to 
Mr Sachdeva with reference to the Su-

preme Court case. The other members 
of the committee are the Additional 
Chief Secretary, Home Department, and 
the Director General of Police.

The committee, as per a notification 
issued by the DoP, is to submit its report 
to the Government “at the earliest.”

The writ petition filed by Kala Rai of 
SKM against the State of Sikkim came 
up for hearing in the Supreme Court on 
28 March 2019.

The two-judge bench consisting of 
Justice AM Khanwilkar and Justice Ajay 
Rastogi had said, “It is for the State to 
take holistic approach in the matter 
and indicate the next course of action 
it intends to take and depending upon 
which this Court may need to examine 
further grievances of the petitioner 
and/or reliefs as claimed.”

The State Government was remind-
ed of the matter by its then standing 
counsel in the Supreme Court, Aruna 
Mathur, on 24 May 2019 seeking to 
know whether any action had been ini-
tiated against Mr Sachdeva.

Smear campaign...

Lok Sabha mp presses for 
alternate highway for Sikkim

Summit report
Gangtok, 17 Jul:

In the Parliament Session on 15 July, 
Lok Sabha MP, Indra Hang Sub-

ba, apprised the Ministry of Road 
Transport and Highways about the 
slow progress in construction of al-
ternate highway from Bagrakote to 

Gangtok via Rhenock. 
Supporting the demands of grant 

for Ministry of Road Transport and 
Highways, he also apprised the Min-
istry and the government regarding 
the pathetic condition of the national 
highways leading to China borders in 
North Sikkim.

National Commission for Safai Karmacharis 
member meets West dist admn

Meeting addresses delays in registration 
of births and deaths in Yangang

Labour minister discusses review of Labour 
Contract System with company heads

Gangtok, 17 Jul (IPr): 
Minister, Labour and 
Energy & Power Depart-
ment, MN Sherpa chaired 
a first introductory meet-
ing with the heads of the 
companies and indus-
tries of Sikkim, at Labour 
Department today. 

The meeting also at-
tended by the Secretary, 
Labour Department, SB 
Subba, Joint Labour Com-
missioner, DS Kunwar 
and other senior officials 
from the Department. 

The agenda for the 
meeting was to interact 
and discuss - The review 
of Labour Contract Sys-
tem as per the decision 
taken during the meet-
ing of Legislators held 
on 25 Jun, 2019, Submis-
sion of monthly returns, 
uniform house rent for 
the workers/employees, 
Promotion to the next 
higher grade or incentive 
to the workers after com-
pletion 03 years should 
be mandatory, Constitu-
tion of selection commit-
tee for promotion of the 
workers/employees and 
Awareness programme to 
the workers/employees. 
Further he stressed to en-
sure medical health check 
up on periodical basis. 

In his address Minis-
ter said that he firmly be-
lieves in supporting and 
protecting the health, 
safety, welfare, security 
and dignity of each work-
er in Sikkim. 

Ethical recruitment 
and employment prac-
tices, safe work practic-
es, as well as safe and 
healthy living and work-
ing conditions are critical 
elements to deliver for 
our work. The workers 
working in the factories 
too have certain welfare 
needs which we as a gov-
ernment have to help by 

working in coordination 
with the companies, he 
added. 

The Minister also in-
trospected on challenges 
and hardships of labours 
and suggested to encour-
age them with rewards 
for performing best from 
their end. In his address, 
Minister asked compa-
nies to stop immediate 
termination and advised 
to issue show cause no-
tices before termination. 

Speaking on the 
agendas he said that 
companies should look 
after each and every in-

dividual working under 
it. Incentives and wages 
needs to be raised auto-
matically after certain 
tenure. Employees need 
to be trained, groomed 
and aware about the 
rules, regulations and 
function of the compa-
nies and proper compo-
sition needs to be made. 
He also assured to re-
solve the issue related 
to power supply and as-
sured to work for unin-
terrupted power supply. 

Further, he urged the 
heads of the companies 
to avail suggestion/com-

plaint box which will be 
monitored by the Gov-
ernment department 
officials and solve the 
problems raised by the 
employees. Minister as-
sured to create such sys-
tem which will help the 
company to upgrade and 
solve the problems faced 
by the companies so far 
but in return they also 
need to look upon the 
Government problems 
and work cordially. 

Secretary, Mr Subba 
talked about the welfare 
measure which involves 
major aspects which are - 
occupational health care, 
suitable working time 
and appropriate salary.

He urged the com-
panies for the welfare of 
the labours, provision of 
best/special facilities, to 
bring uniformity in the 
house rent of employees, 
companies should follow 
as per the Act and norms, 
need to work with prop-
er coordination to in-
crease the growth of in-
dustries and companies 
in the State, he stated. 

Earlier, the welcome 
address was given by the 
Joint Labour Commis-
sioner, Labour Depart-
ment, DS Kunwar.

Srawaney Sankranti rankey Mela 2019 concludes

Gyalshing, 17 Jul (IPr): 
A meeting with the mem-
ber, National Commis-
sion for Safai Karmach-
aris, Manamandleshwar 
Swami Sadanand Ma-
haraj, on “Prohibition of 
Employment as Manual 
Scavengers Act, 2013” 
was held today here at 
the conference hall of 
Zilla Bhawan, Kyongsha, 
West Sikkim.

While addressing 
the gathering, the NCSK 
member informed that 
the prime duty of the 
commission was the 
overall welfare and 
development of Safai 
Karmacharis. 

It was a delight to vis-
it Sikkim and to learn that 
no manual scavenging 
exists here, he added and 
shared that he was over-
whelmed by the working 
condition of Safai Karm-
acharis in the State. 

During the interac-
tion session, Chairper-
son, Gyalshing Municipal 
Council, IK Neopaney, 
and Addl Director 
UD&HD, DR Thapa, ap-
prised the Member about 
the various basic facili-
ties provided to the Sa-
fai Karmacharis working 
under Gyalshing Munici-
pal Council and UD&HD. 

The Bazar Inspector, 
Sikha Sharma, highlight-
ed some problems faced 
by the Safai Karmacharis 
before the member of the 
commission like provi-
sion of housing facilities, 

sponsoring higher edu-
cation of the siblings etc. 

The Safai karmacha-
ris present in the meet-
ing expressed their satis-
faction with the facilities 
being provided to them. 

The meeting was at-
tended by District Col-
lector, Karma R Bonpo, 
SP West, Tenzing Loden 
Lepcha, ADC KL Lepcha, 
SDM (HQ), ADC(Dev), 
HRDD Addl Director, 
BDO/Yuksam, MEO/
Gyalshing, SWO, Sr WO, 
Labour Inspector, repre-
sentatives of Safaikarm-
acharis etc.

Summit report
Gangtok, 17 Jul:

Two-day ‘Shrawaney 
Sankranti Rankey 

Mela 2019’ organised by 
South District Adminis-
tration and Rankey Mela 
organizing committee 
concluded today at Cen-
tral Park, Namchi, as per 
an IPR release.

The event was at-
tended by Chief Minister, 
Prem Singh Tamang [Go-
lay] as chief guest along 
with Speaker SLA, LB Das 
as the guest of honour.

Wife of the CM, Krish-
na Kumari Rai, Minister 
Cultural Affairs, Samdup 
Lepcha & Building & Hous-
ing Minister, Sanjeet Kharel 
along with Political Secre-
tary to CM, Jacob Khaling, 
DIG (Range), Sonam Ten-
zing Bhutia were also pres-
ent on the occasion.

Srawaney Sankran-

ti marks the beginning 
of Srawan month where 
prayers are offered for 
good harvest of crops 
during the monsoon. On 
the occasion, an effigy of 
the forest spirit known as 
Rankey bhoot is set on fire. 

Other attractions of 
the day were rural sports, 
rituals and musical pro-
grams with greased pole 
event being the main at-
traction.

Speaking during the 
program, Chief Minister 
explained the signifi-
cance of celebrating the 
mela where he laid em-
phasis on continuing the 
celebration of Rankey 
Mela Srawaney Sankranti 
as it is one of the import-
ant festivals richly cele-
brated in Nepali culture. 

He also said that to-
day’s youth should foster 
and protect the sanctity 

of Rankey Mela. He urged 
various associations and 
clubs to focus on result-ori-
ented work and appealed to 
all Government employees 
to carry out their responsi-
bilities sincerely.

Later, the Chief Min-
ister accompanied by the 
dignitaries visited the De-
partmental stalls, greased 
pole venue, and also 
handed over prizes to the 
winners of various rural 
sports. During the course 
of the day, the Chief Min-
ister also interacted with 
the public of the area.

Others in atten-
dance were DC South 
cum Chairperson of the 
Rankey Mela organizing 
committee, Ragul K, SP 
(South), Prawin Gu-
rung alongside HODs 
and officials of various 
departments and public 
at large.

Meeting to 
discuss about 
the delayed 
registration 
process
Namchi, 17 Jul (IPr): The 
Yangang Sub Divisional 
Office organised a meeting 
with Aaganwadi workers 
of the sub-division today 
to discuss delays in birth 
and death registration.

The meeting was con-
vened because the SDM’s 
office had been receiving 
complaints regarding de-
layed birth and death reg-
istration in the sub-division. 

Mr Bhutia also ap-
praised that ample aware-
ness is being done by ASHA 
and Aaganwadi Workers 
respectively but still there 
were delays in registra-

tion. He also remarked that 
proper institutional deliv-
ery is established in the 
area and deaths too have 
been happening in the hos-
pitals, the delays in regis-
tration of births and deaths 
was confounding. 

The meeting resolved 
to devise a standard mech-
anism for certification 
wherein the held-up reg-
istration will be taken up 
by the issuing authority 
through proper verification. 

The SDM also informed 
that additional sensitiza-
tion regarding the impor-
tance of registration by the 
concerned workers will be 
done in the locality.

The meeting was at-
tended by SDM Yangang, 
Sangay Gyatso, MO PHC, 
CDPO, Supervisors, and 
staff of Birth and Death 
Registration Cell, Yangang. 
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State Boxing Championship 
this time in Khamdong

Summit report
Gangtok, 17 Jul:

The 17th edition of 
State Boxing Cham-

pionship 2019 for senior 
[men’s & women’s], ju-
nior [men’s & women’s] 
and sub-junior [boys & 
girls] will be held from 
25 to 28 July at the play-
ground of Sonamati Me-
morial Senior Secondary 
School, Khamdong in 
East Sikkim. 

The four-day cham-
pionship is being or-
ganised by Sikkim Ama-
teur Boxing Association 
[SABA] in association 
with Sonamati Memorial 
SSS, Khamdong in mem-
ory of Late Damber Ku-
mari Sharma, wife of the 
State Health Minister, MK 
Sharma.

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 
SABA president, Jaslal 
Pradhan stated that the 

main objective of shift-
ing the venue of the State 
championship to a rural 
area is to further pro-
mote boxing at the grass-
root level and to motivate 
rural talents in the game 
of boxing. 

He expressed hope 
that the championship 
will motivate and en-

courage potential rural 
talents from different 
corners of the State. He 
stated that the State 
championship will also 
be taken to other constit-
uencies to promote box-
ing at the grassroot level.

The championship 
will have more than 150 
pugilists in different 

weight categories from 
all four districts. Gold 
medalists and promis-
ing pugilists in U-14 and 
U1-6 categories of the 
State championship will 
be shortlisted to repre-
sent Sikkim for the up-
coming National School 
Games, informed Mr 
Pradhan.

Car bins distributed to Lal Bazaar taxi drivers

SSA and Sikkim Boys top 
league round of U-17 League 

Summit report
Gangtok, 17 Jul:

Marwari Yuva Manch 
Prerna Branch Gang-

tok along with the wom-
en’s wing of Paschim 
Bengal Sikkim Prantiya 
Marwadi Yuva Manch dis-
tributed car bins amongst 
taxi drivers of Lal Bazaar 
Taxi Stand today, a press 
release informs. This was 
done to bring awareness 
amongst the drivers on Swa-
chh Bharat Abhiyaan. 

This is the second phase 

wherein car bins were dis-
tributed, it is informed. 

The first phase was 
launched on 26 Jan, 2019, 

and on the same day car 
bins were distributed 
amongst taxi drivers of 
Vajra Taxi Stand and Ti-

tanic Taxi Stand. 
Around 400 car bins 

have been distributed so 
far, the release mentions.

Summit report
Gangtok, 17 Jul:

The league round of 
the ongoing Sikkim 

Football Association 
U-17 Football League 
2019 ended here at Paljor 
Stadium on Wednesday. In 
its last league match, Sikkim 
Boys thrashed Howler’s 
Football Club, Singtam 10–
01 to get full three points. 

Suraj Limboo scored 
five goals for Sikkim Boys, 
while his teammates Abi-
nas Rai scored a hattrick 
and Karan Tamang and 
Amar Tamang contributed 
a goal each in the team’s 
victory. The face-saver for 
Howler’s FC was scored by 
Kriten Pradhan.

At the end of the 
league round, the State 
Sports Academy stood on 
the top in Group A with 
12 points from all four 
wins and Dzongu Foot-
ball Club on the second 

position with 7 points 
from 2 victories, 1 loss 
and 1 draw. Likewise, 
Gangtok FC is on third 
position with 4 points 
while JVC FC, Singtam 
and Melli FC secured 2 
points each.

In Group B, Sikkim 
Boys finished the league 
round on the top with 12 

points from all four wins 
and New Light Acade-
my, Namchi stood on the 
second position with 07 
points. Likewise, Howl-
er’s FC, Singtam on third 
with 7 points and Chu-
jachen FA and Namthang 
FA got 3 points each.

Now, the State Sports 
Academy will take 

on New Light Acade-
my, Namchi in the first 
semi-final match on 19 
Jul, 2019 at 12:00 noon, 
while the second semi-fi-
nal will be played be-
tween Sikkim Boys and 
Dzongu FC at 2:00pm. 
The final match will be 
played on 20 Jul, 2019 at 
1:30pm.

State Central library organizes reading-
cum-writing workshop for kids

Summit report
GANGTOK, 17 Jul: 

To inculcate the habit 
of reading and writ-

ing in children, the State 
Central Library under 
Cultural Affairs & Heritage 
Department organised 
a reading-cum-writing 
workshop and a storytell-
ing session for school chil-
dren here at its premises 
in Manan Kendra. 

The workshop was 
inaugurated by the Sec-
retary to Cultural Affairs 
& Heritage Department, 
Vidya Subba this morn-
ing. This workshop will 
be followed by a story-
telling session for school 

students on Thursday.
In her inaugural ad-

dress, the Secretary ap-
preciated the efforts of 
the State Central Library 
in organising such cre-
ative activities for chil-
dren. She encouraged 
young students to take 
full advantage of such ac-
tivities with great enthu-
siasm to learn more. 

On the occasion, 
the Secretary also an-
nounced free member-
ship of the library for one 
year to all participating 
students to encourage 
reading.

CA&HD Additional 
Director, ST Gyatso en-

couraged students to 
continue with reading 
and writing to become 
more knowledgeable. He 
urged students to make 
use of mobile phones 
in a positive manner 
and stated that reading 
would help in the devel-
opment of the mind. 

Earlier, the State Cen-
tral Library OSD, Sangita 
Bomjan stated that the 
workshop was the first 
of its kind organised by 
the State Central Library 
for school students and is 
in line with the National 
Reading Mission.

Students will also be 
provided with library 

scrapbook materials and 
will be given a chance 
to show their creativity 
and imaginative skills by 
writing their own stories 
and poems based on pic-
tures shown to them, she 
stated.

The OSD mentioned 
that the workshop has 
guest writer, Bhim Prad-
han and two reading 
experts from Taktse In-
ternational School as 
resource persons. Incul-
cation of reading habit 
is the main objective of 
the initiative as it is im-
portant for growth of 
mind and to grow as an 
individual.
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Environmental Concerns
The real ones, not the ones that 

babus deem as important

The US is grappling with the embarrassment 
of having a President who prefers pollution 

over protection (of the environment) and has 
torn up the fate of an international accord which 
would have scaled down emissions which have 
been harming the planet for far too long. Mean-
while, the developing world wants the devel-
oped countries to clean up their act and reduce 
their unloading of greenhouse gases. What can-
not be denied is that the developed countries 
remain predominant producers of these gases 
and therefore need to take the lead in reducing 
harmful emissions. The developing world, be-
cause this section also needs to provide for its 
people and has a lot of catching up to do, is also 
a major contributor now, although their per cap-
ita contribution to the ruining of Earth is com-
paratively much lower. But then again, most of 
the people on this planet reside in the develop-
ing segment so the quantum becomes too large 
to ignore. These are part of the global debate on 
the environment which has been going on for 
many years. The developed countries have been 
asking the poorer nations to desist from practic-
es that harm the global environment while the 
developing countries have pointed the finger 
right back at the richer countries over the hot-
house gas issue. 

Blame game is not going to cool this planet 
down or stop it from overheating. While both 
sides make valid points, the unavoidable fact is 
that all of us, the rich and the poor, have to live 
together on spaceship Earth. We have to be col-
lectively responsible for making the world envi-
ronmentally sustainable. 

While the developing countries need to en-
sure that their factories move up the technolog-
ical ladder and adopt manufacturing methods 
that are safer, the richer countries must help 
with transfer of technology to the poorer coun-
tries so that they can become environmentally 
responsible. The developed countries cannot 
dictate terms in this regard and have to listen to 
the reasonable arguments of the poorer nations.

While the debate between the developed and 
the developing heats up further, it is time that 
we started another debate at the national lev-
el - one between the highlands and lowlands. In 
Sikkim, as must surely be the case with any oth-
er hill state, we suffer because of rules framed 
by policy-makers sitting in the air-conditioned 
confines of Shastri Bhavan posturing concern 
for glaciers like Zemu or Gangotri. They read 
somewhere that using wood for fuel puts undue 
pressure on the environment. While this might 
be true, they don’t realise that a villager in Lab-
dang in west Sikkim does not have as easy an 
access to even kerosene oil as the babu in Del-
hi has to LPG. He has no alternative, but to de-
pend on the forest for his needs. Why the policy 
framers can’t comprehend the fact that villagers 
don’t exploit the forest resources, but only share 
it in sustainable models refined over centuries, 
defies all logic. Maybe it doesn’t, because, sadly 
for the peripheral states like Sikkim, policies are 
framed with dry statistics in mind by even drier 
officials. Local concerns are ignored and the co-
lonial hangover sees to it that the natives need 
to be told what to do. So even though Sikkim 
and Himachal lost a lot of their forests to pro-
vide timber for the railway berths which never 
even made the climb to towns in the two states, 
the locals are made to pay. All of a sudden some-
one realised that the forest cover was shrinking 
and the forests were made out of bounds for the 
locals who might have even protested earlier 
when the plains denuded their hills. 

Since we sit on the lungs of the entire coun-
try, it is time that Sikkim and other states like 
it are given a greater say in the framing of en-
vironmental policies. And no, the Forest Rights 
Act, at least in the form it is understood and 
implemented is not the only way to go. The rest 
of the country, the section which ruined the en-
vironment, should listen to regions which have 
conserved well and lived responsibly.

adani has set a dangerous precedent 
in requesting scientists’ names

A black, female 007? As a lifelong 
James Bond fan, I say bring it on

DarreN pauL fiSher
theconversation.com

Something incredible might be hap-
pening to James Bond: a separation, 

a personal Brexit of sorts. According to 
the Daily Mail, while Daniel Craig will 
return as Bond in the next film, Bond 
may not return as 007. There will, re-
portedly, be a new 007 in town, and 
she’ll be black. And a woman.

At this stage, the rumour that 
007 will be played by British ac-
tress Lashana Lynch is unconfirmed, 
sourced from tabloid “insiders”. But 
if this claim is true (and it does have 
more than a hint of authenticity to 
it) what does it mean? A dangerous 
fragmentation of the franchise? Or a 
necessary evolution?

As a lifelong Bond aficionado, I 
hope the news is true for the simple 
reason that it’s about bloody time. 
I love Bond, but he has only ever 
moved with the times on the most 
surface of levels – like a cool uncle 
who continues to buy the latest tech, 
but no longer quite understands how 
to use it. For the entirety of its life, 
the franchise has been the epitome of 
conservatism.

The first Bond film I saw was The 
Spy Who Loved Me. The action, ad-
venture, humour, gadgets and “cool-
ness” of the alpha-male in action was 
intoxicating, and I burned voracious-
ly through the movies, novels and 
short stories.

It should be said that there are 
two distinct Bonds: one of the page 
and one of the screen. The book Bond, 

created by Ian Fleming in 1953, ac-
tually worked in an office. The nov-
els were a fulfilment fantasy of the 
(male) office clerk, one who was still 
experiencing the effects of rationing 
from WWII and had no opportunity 
for international travel.

Bond had a (female) secretary 
and did mundane paperwork until he 
got the call from M, who would send 
him on impossibly glamorous and 
global secret missions. The books 
were unashamedly equal parts thrill-
er and travelogue. Written in the pulp 
tradition, the symbolism of the sto-
ries was deliberately obvious; heroes 
had names like “Trueblood”, with the 
villains usually foreign and most of-
ten “half-breeds”. 

Even now, the racism of the books 
tends to be classified as what critic 
and cultural commentator Umberto 
Eco once indulgently called just “a 
cautious, middle-class chauvinism”, 
with Fleming guilty of nothing more 
than portraying attitudes prevalent 
and unexamined at the time. Howev-
er you label the variety of racism, it 
dated the books badly, sealing them 
in a time capsule of the 1950s.

Bond himself was never given 
racist attitudes, instead the equally 
“of their time” sexist ones. Whereas 
the racism of the books did not trans-
late directly to the screen, the misog-
yny carried over wholesale.

The movie Bond is an always-ac-
tive spy: a dashing, tough, charismat-
ic man’s man (yes, even Roger Moore) 
who knew how to both charm and 
manipulate women. And this, apart 

from some cosmetic updating, is still 
essentially the Bond we have today.
DeCeiViNg the ZeitgeiSt

The clearest example of Bond 
attempting to deceive the zeitgeist 
comes from GoldenEye. It was 1995, 
and Bond was back after a six-year gap, 
with Pierce Brosnan in the lead. Much 
was made of the film series keeping 
up with current attitudes: there was 
now not only a female “M” (played by 
Judi Dench), but she got to call Bond a 
“sexist, misogynist dinosaur,” to much 
publicity (and in the trailer too).

But this was merely lip-service: 
Bond was proven to be misunder-
stood (it seemed “M” mistakenly 
thought him a playboy dilettante), 
and the film simply carried on with 
its normal value system, includ-
ing having a character called Xenia 
Onatopp who killed men during sex 
with her thighs. This was not just a 
missed opportunity, it completely 
missed the point.

The old 20th century Bond films 
have become like the original books 
– dated cultural products that need 
context. However, the new Craig-era 
films are far more problematic.

Full disclosure: I hate this Bond. 
Notwithstanding that this iteration 
has been rewritten not just as pro-
to-Bond (Casino Royale), but also 
dumb-Bond (Skyfall) and eventually 
just inept-Bond (Spectre), the series 
started as a reactionary scramble 
to copy the success of the Bourne 
franchise. This Bond might have had 
a vulnerable side, but he has been 
moulded not as a man-of-his-time, 

but a man-out-of-time. 
The problem is that he is still 

paraded as a figure to be idolised, a 
heroic role model for the new gener-
ation. This extends to one of the most 
questionable scenes of any Bond era: 
his sexually exploiting a sex slave 
who has come to him for help in Sky-
fall. Don’t get me wrong, sex scenes 
are completely welcome, a core genre 
convention, but the moment is bare-
ly consensual yet depicted simply as 
impressive sexual conquest.

No-one wants a Bond rewritten 
as an asexual pacifist, but neither 
should he be defined by misogyny. 
The brilliant Phoebe Waller-Bridge, 
only the second woman since 1962 
to be brought in to work on a Bond 
script, believes rightly that it is im-
portant the films evolve and treat 
women better, even if Bond doesn’t. I 
hold a slightly different view - if Bond 
always exists in the always-present 
“now”, and his attitudes are simply 
indicative of the time, then there is no 
need to cling to outdated worldviews.

This is why the prospect of a po-
tential radical new era is so thrilling. 
If Lynch becomes 007, it will be a bril-
liant, yet still somewhat conservative 
move, as the makers are very late to 
the now market-tested “woke” table, 
but we may finally get a truly authen-
tic contemporary Bond. One that still 
has plenty of gratuitous sex and vio-
lence, whether or not those engaging 
in it are black, female or 007.

[the writer is Head of Directing, 
Department of Film, Screen and 

Creative Media, Bond University]

SamaNtha hepBurN
theconversation.com

A freedom of information request has revealed 
Adani sought the names of CSIRO and Geo-

science Australia scientists involved in reviewing 
groundwater management plans related to its pro-
posed Carmichael mine.

Adani argued it required a list of people in-
volved in the review so as to have “peace of mind” 
that it was being treated fairly and impartially on a 
scientific rather than a political basis.

Ten days before Adani’s request, Geoscience 
Australia’s acting director of groundwater advice 
and data reportedly raised concerns that Adani 
had “actively searched/viewed” his LinkedIn pro-
file and that of a colleague.

Significantly, Adani’s request to the govern-
ment was made before CSIRO and Geoscience Aus-
tralia had reported their review findings back to 
the Queensland government.

While the federal Department of the Environ-
ment and Energy reportedly declined to hand over 
the names, the fact the letter was sent in the first 
place is concerning. It fundamentally interferes 
with the capacity of individual scientists to provide 
clear and informed evaluation.
WAS ADANI DENIED PrOCEDUrAl FAIrNESS?

In the absence of clear legislation to the con-
trary, government decision-makers have a general 
duty to accord “procedural fairness” to those affect-
ed by their decisions. While procedural fairness is 
protected by common law, Commonwealth legisla-
tion also provides some protection, and a breach of 
procedural fairness is a ground for judicial review.

What exactly constitutes procedural fairness 
varies from case to case. Fundamentally, the princi-
ples of procedural fairness acknowledge the power 
imbalance that can arise between an administra-
tive decision-maker and an individual citizen. Tra-
ditionally, procedural fairness has two elements: 
the fair hearing rule and the rule against bias.

The fair hearing rule requires a person – or 
company, in this case – to have an opportunity 

to be heard before a decision is made affecting 
their interest.

The rule against bias ensures the decision-mak-
er can be objectively considered to be impartial 
and not to have prejudged a decision. This rule is 
flexible, and must be determined by reference to a 
hypothetical observer who is fair minded and in-
formed of the circumstances.

There is no indication of any breach of proce-
dural fairness in the environmental assessment 
process. The review of the groundwater manage-
ment plan was conducted rigorously, according to 
the public interest.

The letter sent by Adani requesting the names 
of scientists was allegedly grounded in concerns 
about the possibility of anti-Adani activism by ex-
pert reviewers. Despite this, Adani made it clear 
that it was not explicitly alleging bias. Its objective, 
the letter said, was a desire to be “treated fairly and 
in a manner consistent with other industry partic-
ipants”.
the reaL purpoSe of the Letter

If Adani was seriously concerned about a 
breach of procedural fairness in the review of their 
groundwater management plan, it would have 
sought a judicial review. It did not – because there 
was no breach.

The scientists working at CSIRO and Geosci-
ence Australia are all experts in their disciplines. 
They were engaged in the important process of 
determining whether Adani’s plan for managing 
groundwater around their mine would meet the 
environmental conditions of their mining licence. 
In other words, the scientists were doing their job.

Deputy Prime Minister Michael McCormack 
has said he “understands” Adani’s actions because 
of the delays associated with the review, but this is 
not how the system works.

The delays occurred because the original plan 
submitted by Adani had to be revised following 
expert review, and the updated plan required de-
tailed evaluation. The mine could potentially have 
a serious impact on groundwater, the communities 
and ecosystems dependent on the water, and the 

nationally significant Doongmabulla Springs; this 
deserves careful scrutiny. 

As Adani has not brought an action for judicial 
review, the substantive purpose of the letter appears 
to be, as suggested by CSIRO representatives, to pres-
sure scientists and potentially seek to discredit their 
work. The potentially chilling effect is clear.
CoNCerN aBout CLimate ChaNge iS Not 
BiaS

The profound concerns raised by climate 
change and fossil fuel emissions are shared by 
many scientists around the world. The reports 
prepared for the International Panel on Climate 
Change make it clear that coal fired electricity 
must drop to nearly zero by 2050 to keep warming 
within 1.5℃.

This shared concern does not make scientists 
political activists. Nor does it prevent scientists 
from acting fairly and impartially when reviewing 
a groundwater management plan. 

An acceptance of climate science and even a 
belief that coal-fired energy should be decommis-
sioned does not constitute bias. A reasonable by-
stander would expect most environmental scien-
tists to be concerned about climate change.

It is crucial the environmental assessment pro-
cess for large coal mines remains rigorously inde-
pendent and absolutely free from any direct or in-
direct pressure from the coal industry. This is even 
more important when dealing with groundwater 
assessments, given their economic, social and eco-
logical significance.

The letter, sent before the review was handed 
down, sets a dangerous precedent. Not because it 
suggests the scientists were impartial or there 
was any procedural unfairness involved in the 
process. But rather, because it jeopardises the 
independence of our scientists who, in seeking to 
ensure the longevity of our water, food and energy 
resources, carry a heavy responsibility to the pub-
lic interest.

[the writer is Director of the Centre 
for Energy and Natural Resources Law, 
Deakin Law School, Deakin University]
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Calcutta HC quashes notice for meeting 

to remove Bidhannagar mayorClash between Kolkata Police, yC

Cong, BJP MlAs shout slogans 
in the Well of odisha assembly

Lal thanhawla to continue 
as mizoram Congress chief

mZp to take out rally 
on Friday: renthlei

Nagaland Planning Machinery 
Service Assn ‘suspends’ strike

Two injured, many vehicles damaged 
in Arunachal Pradesh landslide

WB govt committed to 
ensuring justice for all: CM

Kolkata, July 17 (PTI): 
Clashes broke out be-
tween Youth Congress 
workers and police in 
the city Wednesday 
during a protest ral-
ly by the organisation 
demanding immediate 
arrest of those involved 
in the cut money scam in 
West Bengal.

Police were deployed 

in large numbers, barri-
cades were set up, wa-
ter canons were kept 
ready on the B B Ganguly 
Street to stop the Youth 
Congress activists from 
reaching the Kolkata Po-
lice Lalbazar headquar-
ters. Though no promi-
nent Congress leader was 
present in the rally, Youth 
Congress activists al-

legedly broke barricades 
overpowering police per-
sonnel near Phears Lane, 
near Lalbazar.

“Cut money” was al-
legedly taken by elected 
representatives of Trina-
mool Congress from ben-
eficiaries of government 
schemes and the Con-
gress has demanded that 
West Bengal government 

form an inquiry commis-
sion to probe it.

They were stopped 
by the police personnel 
in the next barricade well 
before the Kolkata Police 
headquarters.

Several Youth Con-
gress activists have al-
leged lathicharge by the 
police which was dis-
missed by a senior officer 

of Kolkata Police.
There was no lathich-

arge today on any of the 
Youth Congress activists 
today during their rally. 
Our officers did a great 
job in controlling the sit-
uation. We have to arrest 
the Youth Congress activ-
ists and sent to the cen-
tral lockup in Lalbazar, 
the officer said.

Kohima, Jul 17 (PTI): 
The Nagaland Plan-
ning Machinery Service 
Association (NPMSA) 
Wednesday said it sus-
pended its pen-down 
strike after two days, fol-
lowing an assurance of 
the state government to 
take up their demands in 
the next Cabinet meeting.

Demanding that the 
state government re-
move the post of OSD 
(Skill Development) 
from the cadre post of 

the Nagaland Planning 
Machinery Service Rule, 
2019, the NPMSA began 
the pen-down strike on 
Tuesday.

Requesting the NPM-
SA to call off the agi-
tation, Chief Secretary 
Temjen Toy in a written 
statement said the mat-
ter will be taken up in the 
next Cabinet meeting.

Responding to the ap-
peal, the association held 
an emergency meeting 
and resolved to “tempo-

rarily suspend” the agi-
tation, NPMSA president 
Imlikokba Longkumer 
told PTI here.

“In the event of fail-
ure of the government 
to remove the post of 
OSD (Skill Development) 
from Schedule I and II of 
the Nagaland Planning 
Machinery Service Rules 
2019, in the next cabinet 
meeting, the Association 
would be compelled to 
resume the agitation,” 
Longkumer said.

Itanagar, Jul 17 (PTI): Two persons 
were seriously injured and many ve-
hicles damaged in a massive landslide 
here on Wednesday, officials said.

Triggered by incessant rain for the 
past few days, the mudslips occurred at 
around 8.45 AM along NH-415 near the 
police headquarters.

The arterial highway was blocked 
for several hours because of huge 
amount of debris.

The two injured persons -- Tarin 
Mosu and Biri Tath -- were admitted to 
Ramakrishna Mission Hospital (RKMH) 
here with hand and head injuries, 
Capital Superintendent of Police (SP) 
Tumme Amo said.

The debris was cleared and no one 
else was found trapped under it as had 
been feared earlier, Home Minister 
Bamang Felix said after visiting the site.

Dozens of cars, most of which were 
parked along the the roadside and in-
side a nearby garage, were damaged as 
rocks and boulders rolled down the hill 
and rammed into them.

The highway remained blocked for 
over five hours at that spot and cars re-
mained stuck on both sides, Amo said.

NH-415 is the lifeline for residents 
in the twin capital cities of Itanagar 
and Naharlagun, which are 14 kilo-
metres apart, as the road connects the 
north-eastern state with neighbour-

ing Assam. It was cleared for traffic at 
around 2.30 pm after five excavators 
were pressed into service along with 
personnel from the State Disaster Re-
sponse Force, the National Disaster Re-
sponse Force, the Indo-Tibetan Border 
Police, the Central Reserve Police Force 
(CRPF) and the state police.

Chief Minister Pema Khandu as-
sured government support to the two 
injured persons.

He also urged the people travelling 
on landslide-prone zones to be ex-
tremely careful and to strictly adhere 
to the instructions issued by the admin-
istration. “The government is privy to 
the situation and has put in place mea-
sures to tackle any untoward incident. 
Though we may not always succeed in 
tackling nature’s fury, with people’s 
co-operation, many precious lives and 
valuable properties can be saved,” 
Khandu said in a statement.

The home minister extended his 
gratitude to the people who came for-
ward and volunteered in saving pre-
cious lives and appealed to the people 
to be vigilant during the monsoon.

On July 11, two girls were buried 
in their sleep and three others were 
injured when a landslide caused a 
boundary wall to collapse on the hos-
tel building of a school in Tawang dis-
trict of the state.

Kolkata, Jul 17 (PTI): 
The Calcutta High Court 
Wednesday quashed a 
notice for a meeting of 
the Bidhannagar Munici-
pal Corporation (BMC) to 
remove Sabyasachi Dutta 
as its mayor and directed 
that a fresh notice be is-
sued and no-confidence 
proceedings held within 
two days.

Justice Samapti Chat-
topadhyay directed the 
BMC chairperson to con-
vene the meeting on the 
basis of a requisition by 
35 of the civic body’s 41 
councillors expressing 
‘no confidence’ in Dutta.

Justice Chattopad-

hyay observed that 
in order to prevent 
horse-trading, the meet-
ing will have to be held 
within two days. In the 
notice issued to Dutta on 
July 9, the BMC commis-
sioner had convened a 
meeting of the board of 
councillors on Thursday 
on the direction of the 
chairperson for remov-
ing him as mayor.

The court quashed 
the notice since it had not 
been issued as per the 
provisions of West Ben-
gal Municipal Act 2006.

It held that as per law, 
only the chairperson can 
issue a notice for a meet-

ing of board of council-
lors of a municipal corpo-
ration. The BMC is run by 
West Bengal’s ruling Tri-
namool Congress (TMC).

In the eye of a polit-
ical storm over his re-
cent meetings with BJP 
leader Mukul Roy, Dut-
ta, also TMC MLA from 
Rajarhat-Newtown, has 
been at loggerheads with 
his party leadership for 
some time.

In his petition, he had 
claimed that the attempt 
to remove him from the 
post of mayor is a “sin-
ister coup” to transfer 
power for satisfying per-
sonal ego.

Bhubaneswar, Jul 17 
(PTI): Odisha Assembly 
Wednesday witnessed 
four adjournments as 
both the opposition 
BJP and Congress MLAs 
shouted slogans in the 
well of the House over 
different issues.

While BJP members 
raised the farmers issue 
during the Zero Hour, the 
Congress MLAs rushed 
to the well of the House 
alleging that the Speaker 
was not following rules 
while conducting busi-
ness in the Assembly.

There was a virtual 
din in the House when 
members of both the op-
position parties raised 
slogans at top of their 
voices.

Speaker SN Patro 
asked Leader of Oppo-
sition, Leader of Con-
gress Legislature Party, 
Finance Minister, Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minister 
and chief whips of both 
the government and op-
position, to come to his 
chamber for a discussion 
to resolve the issue.

However, the meeting 
could not reach at any 

conclusion. Later Speak-
er adjourned the pro-
ceeding till 3 pm.

The Congress mem-
bers led by Taraprasad 
Bahinipati shouted slo-
gans in the well of the 
House and even threw 
papers targeting the 
speaker. However the pa-
per landed on speaker’s 
desk.

“With a painful heart, 
I am compelled to say 
that rules of the business 
are not being followed in 
accordance to the consti-
tution,” Congress Legisla-
ture Party leader Naras-
ingha Mishra said. He 
suggested the Speaker to 
hold a consultation with 
all the stake holders and 
set right the procedure 
for running the House.

The Congress lead-
er also pointed out that 
ministers including the 
chief ministers are read-
ing out written replies 
and not responding to 
the questions of mem-
bers. “It appears that 
some people outside the 
House are writing the is-
sues and forcing on the 
Assembly. It should not 

be done,” Mishra said.
BJP members, on 

their part, however, at-
tempted to corner the 
government on the farm-
ers issue. Party’s deputy 
leader in the Assembly 
BC Sethi wanted a clari-
fication from the govern-
ment on the number of 
beneficiaries under the 
Centre’s flagship scheme 
of PM-KISAN.

“The state govern-
ment claimed to have 
disbursed financial 
assistance to 51 lakh 
farmers under Kalia 
scheme, but it gave a list 
of only 20 lakh farmers 
for PM-KISAN. The state 
government is callous 
towards implementation 
of PM-KISAN in Odisha,” 
Sethi said.

BJP MLA JN Mishra 
said farmers on Wednes-
day staged a demonstra-
tion in front of the office 
of the collector in Sam-
balpur district over dif-
ferent issues including 
paddy procurement. 
“The government is re-
luctant to procure pad-
dy from the farmers,” 
he said.

Aizawl, Jul 17 (PTI): 
Former Mizoram chief 
minister Lal Thanhawla 
would continue as the 
president of the Mizoram 
Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee (MPCC) with no 
other candidate filing 
nomination paper for the 
post till Tuesday, party 
sources said.

The MPCC elections 
were scheduled to be 
held on July 24 and Tues-
day was the last date for 
filing nominations.

The former five-time 
chief minister would 
continue as the MPCC 
chief at the age of 81 due 

to absence of a viable al-
ternative, a senior party 
leader said. An extend-
ed meeting of the office 
bearers of the party on 
Tuesday decided that 
Lal Thanhawla should be 
elected unopposed as the 
MPCC chief and that he 
would appoint the vice 
president and treasurer 
of the party.

Accordingly, treasur-
er of the MPCC, H. Li-
ansailova, was appointed 
as vice president, and 
leader of the Congress 
Legislature Party (CLP), 
Zodintluanga, was ap-
pointed as treasurer.

Aizawl, Jul 17 (PTI): Mizo 
Zirlai Pawl (MZP) or Mizo 
student’s federation 
would organise a rally 
on Friday to protest the 
state government’s “inac-
tion” to solve the border 
dispute with neighbour-
ing Assam, MZP presi-
dent L Ramdinliana Rent-
hlei said Wednesday.

He accused the state 
government of “soft ped-
alling” the issue of solv-
ing the border disputes. 
“We sent an ultimatum to 
the state government to 
construct ‘Zofate Chawl-
hbuk’ at Zophai on or be-
fore July 17, and the failure 
to do so resulted in going 
ahead with our plan to 
take out our rally,” he told 
media persons here.

The border dispute 
between Mizoram and 

Assam has been a long 
pending issue. In March 
2018, tension erupted 
in Zophai area near the 
Mizoram-Assam border 
when Mizo Zirlai Pawl 
(MZP) members at-
tempted to construct a 
hut inside the land of Ch 
Chhunga the first chief 
minister of Mizoram but 
were prevented from do-
ing so by Assam Police.

The MZP president 
accused the state govern-
ment of not take any ac-
tion when Assam officials 
renovated a building near 
Vairengte on July six.

He urged the 
Mizoram government to 
take immediate action 
and ensure resumption 
of parleys with Assam 
government to solve the 
boundary dispute.

Kolkata, Jul 17 (PTI): 
West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee 
Wednesday said that the 
state government is com-
mitted to framing good 
laws in order to ensure 
justice for all. On Inter-
national Justice Day, Ba-
nerjee highlighted that 19 
human rights courts have 
been set up in the state 
during the last eight years, 
since the Trinamool Con-
gress came to power.

“#InternationalJus-
ticeDay #Bangla Govt is 

committed to framing 
good laws for people and 
ensuring good justice 
for all. 19 human rights 
courts have been set up 
in #Bangla in the last 8 
years,” Banerjee tweeted.

International Justice 
Day, also known as World 
Day for International 
Justice or Day of Inter-
national Criminal Justice, 
is celebrated across the 
globe, on this day, as an 
effort to recognise the 
strengthening system of 
international justice.
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Bengaluru fC sign Spanish 
forward manuel onwu

Bengaluru, July 17 
(PTI): Indian Super 
League champions Ben-
galuru FC completed the 
signing of Spanish striker 
Manuel Onwu Villafran-
ca ahead of the 2019-
20 season, the club an-
nounced on Wednesday.

The 31-year-old 
striker who becomes the 
13th Spaniard to sign for 
the Blues, has put pen to 
paper on a one-year deal 
with the club having an 
option to extend it for an-
other year.

“Having spent a fair 
bit of time playing in 
Spain, I was looking for 
a different experience. 
However, I wanted to join 
a strong project where 
we fight for ambitious 
goals. That’s the rea-
son I’m very excited to 
join Bengaluru FC,” said 
Manuel. Welcoming him 
to the Blues fold, Coach 
Carles Cuadrat said, 
“Manuel comes in after 
a long playing career 
in Spain that includes 
playing at the very top. 
He will provide us with 
some good options in at-
tack and we expect him 
to settle in easily.

“Of course, he isn’t 

a direct replacement 
for Miku, because we’re 
talking about two very 
different types of players. 
Manuel is a great profes-
sional, and his experienc-
es will definitely make 
him a great addition to 
our squad.”

Born in Tudela, Man-
uel had youth spells with 
Club Atl tico Valtierrano 
and C D Tudelano, mak-
ing his senior debut with 
the latter in 2006.

In 2007, Onwu signed 
with Osasuna B and had 
a couple of loan spells at 
CD Iru a (2007-08) and 
UD Alzira (2008) before 
returning to the reserve 
team of the La Liga side. 
While Manuel featured 
and netted regularly for 
Osasuna B in the Segun-
da B Division, he was 
called up to the first team 
and made his La Liga de-
but in March 2012.

Having played three 

seasons in the Spanish 
top flight and another 
one in the Segunda Divi-
sion for Osasuna, Man-
uel had a brief spell in 
Georgia with FC Dinamo 
Tbilisi where he was part 
of the side that won the 
2015 Georgian Cup.

He returned to Spain 
the following season 
and featured for Lleida 
Esportiu (2015-16) and 
Lorca FC (2016-18) help-
ing the latter to a promo-

tion to Segunda Division 
in his first season. In 
January 2018, he moved 
to UCAM Murcia CF and 
featured regularly and 
in fact, was the top-scor-
er for the Universitarios 
with 11 league goals in 
the 2018-19 season.

At Bengaluru, Man-
uel becomes the fourth 
Spaniard in the current 
squad joining Juanan 
Gonzalez, Dimas Delga-
do, and Albert Serran.

Concussion substitutes 
could be introduced 
during Ashes series

london, July 17 (PTI): 
Bidding to make the 
sport safer, the ICC might 
introduce concussion 
substitutes in interna-
tional cricket during next 
month’s Ashes series 
before implementing it 
across all formats.

Introducing concus-
sion substitutes has been 
a major bone of conten-
tion for the Internation-
al Cricket Council (ICC) 
since the tragic death 
of Australian cricketer 
Phil Hughes, who was 
struck on the head by a 
ball during a Sheffield 
Shield match in Novem-
ber 2014.

According to an ‘ES-
PNcricinfo’ report, the 
issue is on the agenda at 
the ongoing ICC annual 
conference in London 
and changes to playing 
conditions are likely to 
be approved and imple-
mented quickly, so that 
all matches played in 
the World Test Champi-
onship, beginning Ashes 
series, will have the same 
safety protocols in place.

Hughes’ untimely 
death prompted the ICC 
affiliates to work on rais-
ing awareness about the 
short and long-term ef-
fects of a concussion.

In 2017, the ICC 
had started concussion 

substitutes in domestic 
cricket on a two-year tri-
al basis.

Cricket Australia 
introduced concussion 
substitutes for their 
men’s and women’s 
domestic one-day cups 
and the BBL and Wom-
en’s BBL for the 2016-
17 season.

But CA had to wait 
for the ICC’s approval till 
May 2017 before they 
could introduce it to the 
Sheffield Shield the fol-
lowing year and main-
tain the competition’s 
first-class status.

During Sri Lanka’s 
Test tour of Australia ear-
lier this year, both Kusal 
Mendis and Dimuth 
Karunaratne were struck 
on the head and were 
taken to hospital, only to 
be later cleared to play. 
The recently-concluded 
World Cup saw a concert-
ed push to raise aware-
ness around symptoms 
of and highlighting the 
dangers of continuing to 
play with concussion.

There was also a 
range of protocols in 
place: every team had a 
nominated Team Medi-
cal Representative and 
there was an indepen-
dent match-day doctor 
at every game to pro-
vide support.

I am not finished yet: Dutee
phiLem DipaK SiNgh
New Delhi, Jul 17 
(PTI): Ace sprinter Du-
tee Chand Wednesday 
declared that she is not 
finished yet and the gold 
she won at the World 
University Games last 
week would spur her to 
achieve more despite the 
negative vibes from some 
quarters after her recent 
admission of same-sex 
relationship.

The 23-year-old Du-
tee became the first Indi-
an woman track and field 
athlete to clinch a gold 
medal in the World Uni-
versiade after she won 
the 100m dash event in 
Napoli, Italy on July 9.

Dutte said the gold 
was an answer to her 
critics, who had written 
her off after her admis-
sion of same-sex rela-
tionship.

“Many people have 
commented in bad lan-
guages. They said that 
Dutee is now focussed 
on her personal life and 
her athletics career will 
be over. I wanted to let 
them know that I am not 
finished yet,” she told PTI 
in an interview.

“Just like any oth-
er human being is con-
cerned about his or her 
personal life, I also need 
to think about my per-
sonal life. That is why I 
came out and made ev-
erybody know about my 
relationship (with a girl 
of her village).

“But that does not 
mean that I will neglect 
my athletics career. I 
have done (admitted 
the same-sex relation-
ship) what I thought was 
needed and now I am fo-
cussing on my athletics 
more than even before,” 
she added.

After winning the yel-
low metal at the World 
Universiade, she had also 
tweeted: “Pull me down, 
I will come back stron-
ger!”

Dutee also described 
her history-scripting gold 
in the World Universi-
ade as the “highlight” of 
her career but wants to 
keep her feet rooted to 

focus on the “tougher” 
tasks of qualifying for the 
World Championships 
and Olympics. She is yet 
to qualify for both the 
World Championships, 
to be held in Doha later 
this year, and next year’s 
Olympics in Tokyo.

Dutee, who holds the 
100m national record of 
11.24 seconds, will have 
to be at her best if she is 
to qualify for the Septem-
ber 27-October 6 World 
Championships.

“The 100m gold was 
my first at World level, 
it is my career highlight 
so far. But it is a tough 
road ahead. My target is 
to qualify for the World 
Championships and then 
the Olympics,” she said.

“I am overwhelmed 
by the congratulatory 
messages from so many 
people including such 
important people. But I 
am not going to be car-
ried away by this (his-
toric 100m gold at World 
Universiade) and I have 
to focus on the important 
events ahead,” said the 
Odisha runner.

The World Cham-
pionships qualification 
timing is 11.24, which 
is higher than the 2017 
standard of 11.26, while 
the Tokyo Olympics 
100m qualifying time is 
11.15 which is a much 
tougher task.

Dutee ran her sea-
son’s best of 11.26 during 
the Asian Championships 
in Doha in April and she 
will have to at least re-
peat it in less than next 
two months’ time.

“I have not quali-
fied for either the World 
Championships or the 
Olympics and the quali-

fying timings have been 
made more difficult this 
time. I have asked the 
AFI (Athletics Federation 
of India) to arrange for 
some meets in Asia or 
Europe so that I can qual-
ify for the World Champi-
onships,” she added.

The AFI, on its part, 
said it’s trying to give 
Dutee two or three meets 
in Asia or Europe so that 
she can try and qualify 
for the World Cham-
pionships. The World 
Championships quali-
fication period ends on 
September 6.

“Dutee and her coach 
(N Ramesh) have re-
quested for some meets 
and we are trying to ar-
range two or three races 
in either Asia or Europe. 
She should get them,” AFI 
Communication Manager 
Divesh Bhal said.

“Even otherwise also, 
Dutee may get to run in 
the World Champion-
ships just like in the 2017 
edition when she got the 
quota place after the to-
tal number of qualified 
athletes did not reach 
the stipulated number 
for the event (women’s 
100m),” he added.

Dutee took part in the 
2017 World Champion-
ships in London, where 
she could not reach the 
semifinals after clocking 
a much below-par 12.07 
in heats.

Talking about the 
2020 Olympics, Dutee 
said, “Olympics is the ul-
timate target and I could 
not do well in the 2016 
Games. So I want to do 
better in the 2020 Olym-
pics but I will have to 
qualify first and it is not 
going to be easy.” 

If I travel with players all 
the time, we won’t have 

another Sindhu: Gopichand
amit Kumar DaS
New Delhi, Jul 17 
(PTI): India’s top shut-
tlers have missed his 
court-side presence this 
year but national bad-
minton coach Pullela 
Gopichand says he can’t 
really help cutting down 
on travelling as that 
would come in the way of 
finding the next crop of 
world-beaters.

Gopichand hasn’t 
been travelling with the 
likes of PV Sindhu on the 
international circuit this 
year and he doesn’t in-
tend to change that until 
next year.

“If I was just travel-
ling, what happens to 
the next batch, we would 
never have a Sindhu 
come out then. So we 
need more coaches, I 
can’t do it alone. I need 
more help and support,” 
Gopichand tod PTI in an 
interview.

All the top Indian 
players, including Olym-
pic silver-medallist Sind-
hu, London Olympics 
bronze-medallist Saina 
Nehwal and K Srikanth, 
have achieved success 
under the guidance of 
Gopichand.

But with Indian bad-
minton growing by leaps 
and bounds, Gopichand 
has been left with less 
time to devote to the top 
players, which leaves 
some of them aggrieved.

Last month, there 
were reports that the re-
lationship between Sind-
hu and Gopichand has 
deteriorated, something 
which the Indian ace rub-
bished later on.

“Everybody needs 
personal attention, and 
lot more court time from 
me which is not always 
possible. I keep getting 

it that ‘Bhaiya, you were 
not there, if you were 
there I would have won’,” 
Gopichand, a 2001 All 
England Champion, said.

“So what do you focus 
on? Since 2008-09, every 
year which is the Com-
monwealth and Asian 
Games or Olympic year 
I have travelled and the 
other year I didn’t travel. 
So this year I’m not trav-
elling but in 2020 I will 
travel.”

Asked if he has 
chalked out his strategy 
for the Olympics, Go-
pichand said: “Last time, 
I travelled with the top 
players in the last few 
tournaments and then 
decided my plan. So, this 
time too ahead of the 
Olympics, in February 
and March, I will be trav-
elling with the team and 
decide my plan for the 
Olympics.”

Gopichand produced 
two Olympic medallists 
in Saina and Sindhu at 
the 2012 London and the 
2016 Rio Games.

The 45-year-old from 
Hyderabad hoped with 
new foreign coaches 

joining the camp, India 
will deliver yet again. 
“Challenges that I have 
is about coaches. Lucki-
ly, we have a few coach-
es now since February. I 
have taken a backseat to 
ensure that these coach-
es take over and start 
working with the play-
ers,” said Gopichand.

“We have Flandy 
(Limpele) and Namrih 
(Suroto) for doubles and 
Park (Tae Sang) and Kim 
(Ji Hyun) for women’s 
and men’s singles. So 
with all of them on board, 
now I’m able to have an 
overall look at the entire 
picture rather than focus 
on just individuals. I hope 
results will keep coming.”

However, Gopichand 
said for consistent re-
sults, India need to put in 
more effort to streamline 
the system.

“For sport to devel-
op, you need coaches, we 
need players, system, and 
a disciplined structure. 
We haven’t groomed any 
coaches. we haven’t start-
ed anything, we need to 
focus on the domestic 
structure,” he said.

India get comparatively easy 2022 FIFA WC draw; 
clubbed with Qatar, Oman, Afghanistan, Bangladesh

Kuala Lumpur, July 17 
(PTI): The Indian foot-
ball team was Wednes-
day handed a compara-
tively easy draw for the 
2022 World Cup second 
round Asian qualifiers, 
being clubbed with Qatar, 
Oman, Afghanistan and 
Bangladesh in Group E.

The 40 Asian coun-
tries were divided into 
eight groups of five teams 
each in the draw held at 
the Asian Football Con-
federation headquarters 
here. All the teams in each 
group will play home-
and-away round-robin 
matches starting from 
September 5.

The eight group win-
ners and four best run-
ners-up will advance to 
the final round of 2022 
World Cup qualifiers and 
the 2023 AFC Asian Cup 
Finals, to be held in Chi-
na.

The next best 24 
teams from the second 
round of the joint qualifi-
ers will compete in a sep-
arate competition for the 
remaining 12 slots in the 
24-team AFC Asian Cup.

India avoided the big 
guns from Pot 1 like Iran, 
Japan, Korea, Australia 
and Saudi Arabia, but 
drew Asian Cup cham-
pions Qatar. India were 
also not drawn alongside 
bigger teams from Pot 2 
like Iraq and Uzbekistan.

India can beat the 
likes of Afghanistan and 
Bangladesh and will 
hope to play their best 
against Oman, as well as 
World Cup hosts Qatar, 

if they have to advance 
to the final round of the 
qualifiers.

Interestingly, India 
were also drawn along 
with Oman in the sec-
ond round qualifiers of 
the 2018 World Cup. The 
Arab nation beat India 
2-1 (in Bengaluru) and 
3-0 (in Muscat) in 2015.

But the latest clash 
between the two sides, 
just before the 2019 
Asian Cup, had ended in 
a goal-less draw in Abu 
Dhabi last December.

India head coach Igor 
Stimac termed the draw 
“a very tough challenge”.

“It will be an enor-
mous challenge for your 
young team. We have 
been drawn into a very 
tough group,” Stimac 
said.

Without singling out 
any team, Stimac said 
that “we need to respect 
every opposition”.

“We need to respect 
everyone, not only teams 
from Pot 1, and Pot 2, but 
even teams from Pot 3, 
and Pot 4. The Intercon-
tinental Cup showed to 
all how strange a game of 
football is. The two teams 
which are playing the fi-
nal (Tajikistan, and DPR 
Korea) are the lowest 
FIFA ranked teams in the 
tournament. That shows 
that everyone can beat 
everyone,” he said.

“I will teach the team 
to respect the opposition, 
but when we step on 
to the pitch, we will do 
everything to win. That 
is the way I am going to 

prepare my team. We are 
just at the beginning of 
our journey. I hope that 
it will be a long one,” he 
added.

Wednesday’s draw 
was conducted by FIFA 
Director of Competitions 
Christian Unger and Aus-
tralian legend Tim Cahill.

Asia’s top ranked side 
Iran, who will be aiming 
for a third consecutive 
World Cup appearance, 
were pooled in Group C 
alongside Iraq, Bahrain, 
Hong Kong and Cambo-
dia.

Japan, Asia’s best 
performers in the 2018 
FIFA World Cup where 
they were defeated by 
Belgium in the Round of 
16, were drawn in Group 
F with Kyrgyz Republic, 
Tajikistan, Myanmar and 
Mongolia.

Korea Republic, who 
have appeared in every 
edition of the FIFA World 
Cup Finals since 1986, 
will have Lebanon, DPR 
Korea, Turkmenistan and 
Sri Lanka in Group H of 
the Asian Qualifiers.

Saudi Arabia will face 
Uzbekistan, Palestine, 
Yemen and Singapore in 
Group D while Australia 
will go up against Jordan, 
Chinese Taipei, Kuwait 
and Nepal in Group B.

China, the host coun-
try for the AFC Asian 
Cup 2023, will have to 
navigate past Syria, Phil-
ippines, Maldives and 
Guam in Group A in their 
bid for a second appear-
ance in the FIFA World 
Cup Finals.
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ICJ to deliver verdict in 
Kulbhushan Jadhav case

The Hague, Jul 17 
(PTI): The International 
Court of Justice will de-
liver on Wednesday its 
verdict in a case relating 
to Indian national Kul-
bhushan Jadhav, whose 
death sentence by a Pa-
kistani military court 
based on an “extracted 
confession” has been 
questioned by India.

Jadhav, 49, a retired 
Indian Navy officer, was 
sentenced to death by the 
Pakistani military court 
on charges of “espionage 
and terrorism” after a 
closed trial in April 2017. 
His sentencing evoked a 
sharp reaction in India.

President of the 
Court Judge Abdulqawi 
Ahmed Yusuf will read 
out the verdict during a 
public sitting which will 
take place at 3 pm (6.30 
pm IST) on Wednesday at 
the Peace Palace in The 
Hague, Netherlands.

The verdict in the 
high-profile case comes 
nearly five months after 
a 15-member bench of 
ICJ led by Judge Yusuf 
had reserved its deci-
sion on February 21 after 
hearing oral submissions 
by India and Pakistan. 
The proceedings of the 
case took two years and 
two months to complete. 
Pakistan Foreign Office 
spokesperson Muham-
mad Faisal said that Pa-
kistan has fully contested 
the case before the ICJ.

“Pakistan was hoping 
for the best and would 
accept the decision of 
ICJ,” he was quoted as 
saying by state-run Asso-

ciated Press of Pakistan.
India moved the ICJ 

in May 8, 2017 for the 
“egregious violation” of 
the provisions of the Vi-
enna Convention by Paki-
stan by repeatedly deny-
ing New Delhi consular 
access to Jadhav.

A bench of the ICJ, 
which was set up after 
World War II to resolve 
international disputes, 
on May 18, 2017 had re-
strained Pakistan from 
executing Jadhav till ad-
judication of the case.

A four-day public 
hearing in the high-pro-
file case took place in 

February amidst height-
ened tensions between 
India and Pakistan fol-
lowing one of the worst 
terror attacks in Jammu 
and Kashmir by Paki-
stan-based Jaish-e-Mo-
hammed terror group 
that killed 40 CRPF sol-
diers on February 14. 
During the hearing in ICJ, 
both India and Pakistan 
submitted their detailed 
pleas and responses.

India based its case 
on two broad issues -- 
breach of Vienna Con-
vention on consular ac-
cess and the process of 
resolution. Harish Salve, 

who was representing 
India in the case, ques-
tioned the functioning of 
Pakistan’s notorious mil-
itary courts and urged 
the top UN court to annul 
Jadhav’s death sentence, 
which is based on an “ex-
tracted confession”.

In his submission in 
the ICJ on the last day of 
the hearing, Pakistan’s 
counsel Khawar Qureshi 
said, “India’s claim for re-
lief must be dismissed or 
declared inadmissible.” 

Pakistan claims that 
its security forces arrest-
ed Jadhav from restive 
Balochistan province on 

March 3, 2016 after he 
reportedly entered from 
Iran. However, India 
maintains that Jadhav 
was kidnapped from Iran 
where he had business 
interests after retiring 
from the Navy.

Pakistan had rejected 
India’s plea for consular 
access to Jadhav at the 
ICJ, claiming that New 
Delhi wants the access to 
get the information gath-
ered by its “spy”.

However, Pakistan 
facilitated a meeting of 
Jadhav with his mother 
and wife in Islamabad on 
December 25, 2017.

Iran says minister’s missile 
remarks meant to challenge US

Dubai, Jul 17 (AP): Iran 
says remarks by the 
country’s foreign minis-
ter about Iran’s missile 
program possibly being 
up for negotiations with 
the US meant to chal-
lenge Washington’s arms 
sales policy to the region 
and were not meant to 
indicate a readiness by 
Tehran for any such talks.

The Foreign Minis-
try’s spokesman, Abbas 
Mousavi, tweeted late on 
Tuesday that Mohammad 
Javad Zarif’s comments 
“threw the ball into the 
US court while challeng-
ing America’s arm sales” 
to its Mideast allies.

Zarif had said in an 
NBC News interview that 
if the U.S. wants to talk 

about Iran’s missiles, 
“they need first to stop 
selling all these weap-
ons, including missiles, 
to our region.” 

Iran has long reject-
ed negotiations over its 
missile program.

Iran’s mission to the 
United Nations also de-
scribed Zarif’s comments 
as purely “hypothetical.”

JuD chief Hafiz Saeed arrested 
on terror financing charges

By m ZuLqerNaiN
lahore, Jul 17 (PTI): Mumbai 
terror attack mastermind and JuD 
chief Hafiz Saeed was arrested 
Wednesday on terror financing 
charges by the Counter-Terror-
ism Department (CTD) of Punjab 
Province, just days ahead of Paki-
stan Prime Minister Imran Khan’s 
maiden visit to the US.

Saeed, who has several cases 
pending against him, was travel-
ling to Gujranwala from Lahore to 
get pre-arrest bail in terror financ-
ing cases registered against him 
there when he was arrested, a CTD 
official told PTI.

“The JuD chief was going to Gu-
jranwala from Lahore on Wednes-
day morning when a CTD team 
intercepted him near Gujranwala 
city (some 80-km from Lahore) 
and arrested him on terror financ-
ing charges,” the official said. Soon 
after the arrest, Saeed was present-
ed before an Anti-Terrorism Court 
in Gujranwala that granted his ju-
dicial remand. He was subsequent-
ly shifted to Lahore’s high-securi-
ty Kot Lakhpat jail where former 
prime minister Nawaz Sharif is 
lodged, the official said.

Sharif is serving seven years 
imprisonment in the jail in Al-Azi-
zia Mills corruption case.

The CTD on July 3 had regis-
tered 23 FIRs against 13 top lead-
ers of Jamaat-ud-Dawah (JuD) 
including Saeed on the charges of 
“terror financing” in different cit-
ies of Punjab province. On Mon-
day, Saeed and his three aides 
were granted pre-arrest bail by 
an anti-terrorism court in La-
hore, which stopped police from 
arresting them till August 3 in a 
land grabbing case and setting up 
a Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) seminary 
over there.

Saeed-led JuD is believed to be 
the front organisation for the LeT 
which is responsible for carrying 

out the 2008 Mumbai attacks that 
killed 166 people. The US Depart-
ment of the Treasury has designat-
ed Saeed as a Specially Designated 
Global Terrorist, and the US, since 
2012, has offered a USD 10 million 
reward for information that brings 
Saeed to justice.

Under pressure from the in-
ternational community, Pakistani 
authorities have launched inves-
tigations into matters of the LeT, 
the JuD and its charity wing the 
Falah-e-Insaniat Foundation (FIF) 
regarding their holding and use of 
trusts to raise funds for terrorism 
financing.

Saeed’s arrest comes just 
ahead of Prime Minister Khan’s 
maiden visit to the US on July 21 
during which he will hold talks 
with US President Donald Trump.

Trump has repeatedly asked 
Pakistan to abide by its UN Secu-
rity Council commitments to deny 
terrorists safe haven and block 
their access to funds.

Saeed’s arrest is also being 
seen as a pressure on Pakistan in 
connection with its commitment 
to the Financial Act Task Force 
(FATF) whose next deadline is in 
October. Since the Khan govern-
ment has taken control of the JuD 
and the FIF properties including 
seminaries and mosques across 
the country following interna-
tional pressure built up after the 
deadly Pulwama attack, Saeed was 
keeping a low profile at his La-
hore’s Jauhar Town residence.

He was even barred from en-
tering the JuD headquarters in La-
hore and Muridke.

According to officials, JuD’s 
network includes 300 seminaries 
and schools, hospitals, a publish-
ing house and ambulance service.

The Pakistani government had 
also recently arrested the JuD’s 
second in command Abdul Reh-
man Makki, who is brother-in-law 

of Saeed, on the charges of making 
a public speech and terror financ-
ing charges.

The CTD said it booked Saeed 
and his 12 aides for ‘terror fi-
nancing’ in 23 cases after “irre-
futable evidence against them 
was detected.

The cases have been regis-
tered in Lahore, Gujranwala and 
Multan for collection of funds for 
terrorism financing through as-
sets/properties made and held in 
the names of Trusts/ Non Profit 
Organisations (NPO) including 
Al-Anfaal Trust, Dawatul Irshad 
Trust, Muaz Bin Jabal Trust, etc.

The CTD said investigation 
launched into financing matters 
of proscribed organisations -- 
JuD and LeT -- in connection with 
implementation of UN Sanctions 
against these Designated Entities 
and Persons as directed by NSC 
(National Security Committee) in 
its Meeting of 1st January 2019 
chaired by Prime Minister Khan 
for implementing National Ac-
tion Plan.

“These suspects made assets 
from funds of terrorism financing. 
They held and used these assets 
to raise more funds for further 
terrorism financing. Hence, they 
committed multiple offences of 
terrorism financing & money laun-
dering under Anti Terrorism Act 
1997. They will be prosecuted in 
ATCs (Anti Terrorism Courts) for 
commission of these offences,” the 
CTD said.

Makki, MaliK Zafar Iqbal, 
Ameer Hamza, Muhammad Ya-
hya Aziz, Muhammad Naeem Sh, 
Mohsin Bilal, Abdul Raqeeb, Ah-
mad Daud, Muhammad Ayub, Ab-
dullah Ubaid, Muhammad Ali and 
Abdul Ghaffar are other suspects.

The other suspects reported to 
have been hiding since the govern-
ment took over over the properties 
of these organizations. 

Having smooth trading 
relationship is in mutual interest 

of India, US: Indian envoy

(PTI Exclusive) 

By yoShita SiNgh
New york, Jul 17 (PTI): 
It is in the mutual inter-
est of India and the US 
to have a smooth trading 
relationship and they 
can find ways to deal 
with some of the “minor 
speed bumps”, Indian 
Ambassador to the US, 
Harsh Vardhan Shringla 
said, amid bilateral trade 
frictions. Trade tensions 
between India and the 
US have been rising with 
President Donald Trump 
complaining on Twitter 
that tariffs imposed by 
New Delhi on American 
products were “no longer 
acceptable”. 

“Our two countries 
have made such acceler-
ated progress. In the last 
10 years, we have come 
far beyond what either of 
the countries would have 
imagined and as a result 
we are bound to have 
issues that would arise 
when two countries, two 
partners or even two in-
dividuals take that coop-
eration forward to that 
extent,” Shringla told PTI 
in an interview here.

Shringla was on a 
brief, yet action-packed, 
visit to New York, meet-
ing NITI Aayog Vice 
Chairman Rajiv Kumar, 
New Jersey Governor 
Phil Murphy and several 
CEOs based in New York 
during his trip.

In March, US Trade 
Representative Robert 
Lighthizer announced 
that the US will terminate 
India’s designation as 
beneficiary developing 
country under the Gener-
alised System of Prefer-
ences (GSP) programme.  
“India has implemented 
a wide array of trade bar-
riers that create serious 
negative effects on US 
commerce. Despite in-
tensive engagement, In-
dia has failed to take the 
necessary steps to meet 
the GSP criterion,” the 
USTR said.

India imposed retal-
iatory tariffs on 28 US 
products including al-
monds and apples from 
June 5, after the Trump 
Administration revoked 
its preferential trade 
privileges.

Trump, a day before 
his meeting with Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
at the G-20 Summit in 
Osaka (Japan), tweeted 

that he looks forward 
to speaking with the In-
dian leader “about the 
fact that India, for years 
having put very high 
Tariffs against the US, 
just recently increased 
the Tariffs even further. 
This is unacceptable and 
the Tariffs must be with-
drawn!” 

Shringla said he be-
lieves the US and India 
value the relationship, 
which he underscored as 
“very important” one. 

“We will find ways 
to deal with what I call 
some of these issues as 
minor speed bumps. We 
do understand that there 
is a certain level of expec-
tation that these would 
be addressed as early as 
possible,” he said.

The Indian envoy 
added that these issues 
were discussed between 
Modi and Trump in Osa-
ka and both sides agreed 
that the Indian Com-
merce Minister and the 
USTR would meet at the 
earliest to discuss the 
trade issues. “We would 
prefer that the engage-
ment is at a political level 
so that we can take the 
decisions necessary to 
address the issues that 
are on the table. And cer-
tainly it is in our mutual 
interest to have a smooth 
trading relationship,” 
he said in response to a 
question on the increas-
ing trade tensions be-
tween the US and India.

Highlighting that 
the US was India’s larg-
est trading partner and 
New Delhi being the 9th 
largest trading partner 
of Washington, he said, 
“We have significant in-
vestments in each other’s 
countries. Not only has 
the US invested about 
USD 50 billion in India, 
India has also invested 
heavily in the US.” 

He said that Indian 
hi-tech companies have 
created value in the US of 
over USD 50 billion and 
created 175,000 jobs in 
the US. 

“So it is a two-way re-
lationship that can only 
move forward. If it moves 
forward, it is to a mutual 
benefit,” he said.

Emphasising that the 
US was a major partner 
of India when it comes to 
economic development, 
Shringla said, “What we 

are looking at is invest-
ments, technology, gen-
eration of employment 
through support for 
the Make in India pro-
gramme”.

The strategic coop-
eration with the US en-
compasses the Indo-Pa-
cific and the two nations 
have good exchanges on 
that front, he said, add-
ing that New Delhi and 
Washington has a “very 
healthy defense partner-
ship” that includes joint 
exercises and for the first 
time there will be trilat-
eral exercises involving 
the Army, Navy and Air 
Force of both countries 
working comprehensive-
ly and cooperatively.

“In that exercise we 
will be looking at human-
itarian assistance and 
disaster relief. This is an 
area that both countries 
have a fair amount of ex-
pertise and we can look 
at how we can cooperate 
together in helping other 
countries in dealing with 
natural disasters and oth-
er emergencies,” Shringla 
said. He also said that 
India has sourced some 
of its defense equipment 
and technology from the 
US and that process will 
continue.

Giving details of his 
engagements during his 
visit to New York, Shrin-
gla said Kumar provided 
a “very valuable insight” 
into how he sees the next 
five years in terms of the 
government’s vision and 
how to fulfil the vision of 
Indian Prime Minister of 
making India a five tril-
lion dollar economy. 

“Since the US is a 
major partner in the so-
cio-economic transfor-
mation of India, through 
flagships initiatives and 
programmes of the gov-
ernment, how we can 
involve the US and US 
businesses in that effort 
is the key to success of a 
lot of what we do in this 
regard,” he added.

Shringla said the New 
Jersey Governor intends 
to undertake a compre-
hensive visit to India 
with a business delega-
tion later this year. 

New Jersey is looking 
to attract investments from 
India. It is also looking to 
see how India can be a plat-
form for businesses in New 
Jersey,” Shringla said.

US mulls 
increasing 
merit-based 
immigration 
to 57%
By lAlIT K JHA
Washington, Jul 17 
(PTI): The Trump ad-
ministration is propos-
ing 57 per cent increase 
in the merit-based legal 
immigration and half of 
those would be based on 
family and humanitarian 
grounds, in an effort to 
overhaul the outdated 
system. Senior presiden-
tial adviser Jared Kushner, 
who is also the son-in-law 
of United States President 
Donald Trump, said hav-
ing an immigration policy 
that would attract talent-
ed and meritorious peo-
ple from across the world 
would create over USD 
500 billion in tax revenues 
over 10 years.

“It brings in a lot of 
people that are paying 
into the social safety nets. 
Not people who are coming 
in and then immediately 
taking from the social safe-
ty nets, which right now 
have to support Americans 
who are currently citizens,” 
Kushner told the Cabinet 
during a meeting at the 
White House. At the direc-
tion of Trump, Kushner is 
leading the immigration re-
form project, which he said 
was now into its final stag-
es and expects to make it 
public soon. Kushner rued 
that America’s immigra-
tion system was a very 
outdated compared to some 
of the peer countries that it 
competes with for talent. He 
said just 12 per cent of peo-
ple become legal immigrants 
through merit-based sys-
tem right now.  
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COOL GAL! The Stranger Things actress, Natalia 
Dyer steps out and waves to fans while rocking a 
fashionable outfit in Manhattan. 
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Aries: “Dying to your own attachments is a 
beautiful death, because this death releases you 
into real life. You have to die as a seed to live 
as a tree.” Let Mooji’s golden words enlighten 
you on your path to awareness. Pay attention 
to the unhealthy ties, patterns and beliefs that 
are keeping you chained to the world of Maya, 
and start releasing them to the Universe one by 
one. Dear Aries, let this be the point of resur-
rection in your life.
Tip: You have to leave the idea of who you are sup-
posed to be behind, to awaken to your true self.
TAurus: Hope and healing are on the cards 
for you, Taurus. The mysterious smile on your 
face reveals that you are finally learning to 
surrender to the flow. Remind yourself that the 
journey is inward and upward from here on. In 
the golden words of Ariana Grande: “The light 
is coming to give back everything the darkness 
stole.” Speaking of which, do you feel that mu-
sic is therapeutic on multiple levels? Things to 
do today: connect with that one artist you love.
Tip: Perfect the art of surrendering to the flow.
Gemini: Gemini, you are a healer, a miracle 
worker, a medicine woman. A ray of sunshine 

in a world of dark clouds. Tap into your abili-
ties to hold space for others and empower them 
to grow. Remember, you can’t always alleviate 
their problems, but you can make them feel 
seen and heard. Today, let compassion be the 
secret ingredient in all of your conversations.
Tip: Tap into your natural healing abilities.
CAnCer: This may be a transition period 
on the work front. There’s no need to rush the 
process. Take as long as you need to find your 
ground. Just ensure your personal drama is not 
coming in the way of work. Some of you may 
be struggling with a boss or a client who is a 
tough nut to crack. What you need to keep in 
mind: there’s nothing to worry about as long as 
you put in the work.
Tip: Let your work speak for you.
Leo: The plan is overrated, Leo. So is the 
road map. When things don’t work out the 
way you hoped for them to, know that there 
is blessing in here for you. Your cheat code 
to surviving this phase of your life: surrender. 
Surrender to the larger plan. Surrender to the 
flow. What you need to do next will soon be 
revealed to you.

Tip: The journey is as beautiful as the destination.
VirGo:Take your time to review the situa-
tion, but don’t get so stuck in the process of 
analysing the details that you let a perfect op-
portunity pass you by. Going by what hasn’t 
worked for you in the past, you’ll have no trou-
ble making a choice. A good way to way to arrive 
at a solution is to clear your mind, go for a walk in 
the park or take some time out to meditate. 
Tip: Analyse what hasn’t worked for you in 
order to make a choice.
LibrA: Beautiful mess, who? You are real-
ising the life-changing effects of becoming or-
ganised and prioritising your goals. Consider 
the 90/90/1 rule proposed by Robin Sharma: 
spending the first 90 minutes of the next 90 
days focused on your most important task at 
hand. Your Instagram notifications can wait, 
Libra. Remember the environment in which 
you are making magick play an integral role. 
Creating (and maintaining) a clutter-free zone 
will help you access your best ideas.
Tip: Stay committed to your goals.
sCorpio: Reserve the right to say no, es-
pecially if there is money involved. You have 

worked hard to get where you are today. But 
don’t resort to harsh words even if you don’t 
believe in their venture. Convey the facts in a 
direct but courteous manner. If you do choose 
to contribute or lend your money in any way, 
do so cautiously. Safeguard your interests by 
putting the terms and conditions on paper.
Tip: Be direct but courteous in your refusal if 
there’s money involved.
sAGiTTArius: Sagittarius, think of your-
self as a creative director, one who is making that 
larger-than-life vision a reality. But you didn’t get 
here alone. Acknowledge the contribution of your 
seniors and subordinates alike. What this phase of 
your career calls for: a greater degree of humility. 
Tip: Be receptive to knowledge in all forms.
CApriCorn: Hello, reboot period. Exam-
ine what has worked for you and make it a part 
of your daily practice. Eliminate that which has 
served its purpose. Be wise in your dealings 
with people, especially when delegating work. 
Where they are in their personal life is a good 
indicator of the energy they are bringing into 
the workspace. What you want to beware of: 
the imminent disappointment that will come 

from giving them more than they can handle.
Tip: Eliminate that which has served its pur-
pose in your existence.
AquArius: Both friends and lovers from 
your past are likely to re-emerge. Is this a loop 
that’s closing itself or is there a new chapter 
that is waiting to be written? Only you can tell, 
Aquarius. You have the option to do things 
right this time. Or maybe it’s you who is think-
ing about an old friend, somebody you parted 
ways with a long time ago. Could you be on 
their mind too? Write to them to find out.
Tip: Friends and lovers from your past are like-
ly to re-emerge.
pisCes: Imagine receiving a handwritten 
letter complete with poetic descriptions and 
perfectly placed punctuation marks. What’s 
that doing to your heart, Pisces? Now wouldn’t 
you want the other to experience the same met-
aphorical butterflies in their stomach? Don’t 
wait for them to send you a love note. You do 
it first. In a world where exchanging memes is 
a sorry excuse for flirting, be the flagbearer of 
old-school romance.
Tip: Write them a love note.

Was offered Vicky Kaushal’s 
part in ‘Lust Stories’: Badshah

More films with space backshould 
be made: Taapsee Pannu

By KomaL paNChamatia
Mumbai, Jul 16 (PTI): Rapper Bad-
shah maybe starting his acting career 
with “Khandaani Shafakhana”, but the 
musician has revealed that Karan Johar 
had offered him Vicky Kaushal’s part in 
“Lust Stories” and Diljit Dosanjh’s role in 
“Good News”. 

“Lust Stories”, a Netflix anthology, 
was released on the stream-
ing platform last year, while 
Akshay Kumar and Kareena 
Kapoor Khan-fronted “Good 
News” is slated to be released 
in December. 

“I had got the role of Vicky 
Kaushal from ‘Lust Stories’. I 
felt how can I do this role? 
When I saw the film I felt 
Vicky was exceptionally 
good. I was also offered Dil-
jit Dosanjh’s role in ‘Good 
News’ and they (makers) 
were really keen on having 
me on board. Things were 
almost finalised but some-
thing did not work out. I 
think Diljit is a better actor 
than me,” Badshah told PTI. 

The rapper said he never 
rejected the projects at the 
outset, but things did not ma-
terialise due to “some reasons”. 

His debut film “Khandaani Shafakha-
na”, fronted by Sonakshi Sinha, is about 
a young woman who inherits her uncle’s 
sex clinic in Punjab.

Badshah quipped the acting offers 
he has been receiving “have something 
to do with sex”. 

“I was offered ‘Lust Stories’ in which 
the character was unable to satisfy his 
wife, in ‘Good News’, it was about a cou-
ple opting for a test-tube baby as they 
can’t conceive. 

“Then ‘Khandaani Shafakhana’ came 
my way, so I was like why films that have 
something to do with sex are offered to 
me? I did this one as I wanted to break 
this jinx.” 

He said initially when the makers of 
“Khandaani Shafakhana” approached 

him he was a bit hesitant, but got con-
vinced to play the part of a musician, a 
role that seemed tailor-made for him. 

“I had reservations this time as well. 
I read the script and liked it. But I did 
not think of taking it up. Bhushan Kumar 
(producer) told me ‘You are finalised for 
the film and come on the sets tomorrow’. 
That’s how it all happened,” he added.

The singer-rapper said more than 
acting the technical aspect of perform-
ing in front of the camera was difficult 
for him to understand. 

“I have no clue where the camera is. 
When you act you realise, acting is not 
that difficult the other technicalities are 
like the mark, angle, light, etc. So you 
just not have to memorise your lines but 
keep in mind the mark, the angle and 
light. It is difficult.”  He said co-star Son-
akshi had been of huge help on the sets 
during the film’s shooting. 

The film, directed by Shilpi Das Gup-
ta, also stars Varun Sharma, Annu Ka-
poor and Kulbhushan Kharbanda. 

Co-produced by Krishna Kumar, 
Divya Khosla Kumar and Mahaveer Jain, 
the film will hit the theatres on August 2.   
Badshah said he has been getting acting 

offers but believes he does not have the 
knack of identifying a good script. 

“There are some offers. I feel I do not 
have script sense. Like Kartik Aaryan 
has a very good script sense. Apparently, 
in his struggling phase he had a friend, 
who was a scriptwriter and he learnt a 
lot from him. Whatever script comes to 
me, I like everything. I think I will have 

to take help of some friends,” he said. 
The Delhi-born musician, whose real 

name is Aditya Prateek Singh Sisodia, 
started his career in the music industry 
in early 2000s.

He has major chartbusters and party 
anthems like “Saturday Saturday”, “Baby 
Ko Bass Pasand Hai”, “Ladki Beautiful”, 
“Kaala Chashma” and “Tamma Tamma 
Again” among others, to his credit. 

The rapper believes filmmakers are 
eager to cast him due to his pan-India 
fan following.

“Maybe producers want to tap into 
it because I already have a fan-follow-
ing. Sadly, the history of singers be-
coming successful actors isn’t good, 
except Diljit paaji. I hope things go 
well for this film,” he said, adding that 
music will always be his priority.

Veteran Bengali 
actor Swarup Dutta 
passes away
Kolkata, Jul 17 (PTI) Vet-
eran Bengali actor Swarup 
Dutta, best known for his 
versatile roles in films of the 
1960s and 1970s, died at a 
city hospital on Wednesday, 
family members said. Dut-
ta, who was admitted to the 
hospital on Saturday after 
becoming senseless at home, 
died at 6.10 am. He had been 
suffering from age-related 
ailments for quite some time.

He was 78 and survived 
by wife and son. His son, Sha-
ran Dutta, is also an actor.

The actor had got his first 
break in Tapan Sinha’s ‘Apan-
jan’ (1968). The film was set 
against the political turmoil 
in West Bengal in the 1960s.

Dutta, who was inspired 
by Utpal Dutt during his 
school days in south Kolkata, 
had also acted with the late 
thespian in his theatre troupe 
for long. Some of his best-
known movies included ‘Sagi-
na Mahato,’ ‘Harmonium’, ‘Pita 
Putra’ and ‘Maa o Meye’. 

Mandira Bedi’s memoir ‘Happy For 
No Reason’ to come out in 2020

Mumbai, Jul 17 (PTI): Popular TV host and 
actor Mandira Bedi’s memoir “Happy for No 
Reason” will hit the bookshelf in 2020.

The English-language book, in which Bedi 
has penned down her experiences in parent-
ing, keeping fit and striking a work-life bal-
ance, will be published by Penguin Random 
House India.

“With utmost gratitude, I look at 
my life having taken the most 
blessed and divine turns these 
last 25 years in entertain-
ment. Each passing year, it 
has been getting and feeling 
better than the year gone 
by. I have lived life, going 
with the flow and that has 
brought me to the only goal I 
ever hoped to get to - being hap-
py from within. 

“’Happy for no Reason’ is an attitude 
and an intent I put out, to wake up with every 
day of my life. Moreover, being invited by Pen-
guin to author this book is a dream come true 
for me. But when you are in a place of true 
bliss you get to reach beyond what could be 
and what is,” Bedi said in a statement.

The 47-year-old actor hopes to inspire, 
inform and entertain the readers through her 
tell-all memoir, where she also sheds a light 

on her mantra of finding a sustainable work-
life balance, and physical and mental well-be-
ing. Premanka Goswami, senior commission-
ing editor at Penguin Random House India, 
said, “In her life, Mandira Bedi has donned 
many hats. In addition to being a versatile ac-
tor, she is a successful entrepreneur, a social 

influencer, a sports lover, a fitness 
enthusiast, an advocate of body 

positivity and now an author 
as well.” 

“A deeply personal 
narrative, her part-mem-
oir-part-lifestyle manual 
will capture the many 
roles she juggles as a 
professional, a parent 

and a home-maker. We are 
thrilled to have Mandira on 

our list and I look forward to 
working with her,” she added.

Ranjana Sengupta, deputy publisher, 
Penguin Random House India, said Bedi is 
not just a “successful actor, business woman 
and fitness icon”, but also “someone who has 
smashed many glass ceilings”. 

“’Happy For No Reason’ will be an in-
spirational book for readers. We are ab-
solutely delighted to have her on our list,” 
she added.

Mumbai, Jul 17 (PTI): Taapsee Pannu, who 
will next be seen in “Mission Mangal”, being 
touted as India’s first space film, believes 
more films with a backdrop of space should 
be explored. 

The movie is said to be 
loosely based on the story of 
scientists at the Indian Space 
Research Organisation (ISRO), 
who contributed to the Mars 
Orbiter Mission, India’s first 
interplanetary expedition.

“It is a backdrop that should 
be explored not just by making 
a film on Rakesh Sharma or 
Kalpana Chawla but more ex-
citing stories should be made. 
It feels good that Bollywood is 
ready to explore this space. 

“Technically, I don’t think 
we have a doubt, we are good 
at VFX and our audience is 
hungry to watch great visuals. 
With ‘Mission Mangal’, people 
will get to see an out-and-out space film,” Ta-
apsee told PTI. 

Talking about “Mission Mangal”, Taap-
see said, “It is a wonderful, inspiring real 
story. This story deserves to be shared 
with everyone.”

The film boasts of an ensemble cast includ-
ing Vidya Balan, Sonakshi Sinha, Kirti Kulhari, 

Nithya Menon, Sharman Joshi, Akshay Kumar 
and Taapsee. It is directed by Jagan Shakti.

“I was excited to share screen space with 
such brilliant actors. It has Akshay and Shar-
man playing pivotal roles but the majority 

of the cast is female. We all had a great time 
working on the film,” Taapsee added. 

The trailer of the film is set to be launched 
tomorrow. 

“Mission Mangal”, produced by Cape of 
Good Films, Hope Productions and Fox Star 
Studios, is scheduled to be released on August 
15 this year.


