
SAGAR CHHETRI
G , 24 D : 

A seven-member team 
from the Ladakh Au-

tonomous Hill Develop-
ment Council [LAHDC], 
Leh, is currently in the 
State to learn more about 
Sikkim’s Organic Mission 
and see how it can be 
replicated in the district. 

The team, led by LAH-
DC Chairperson, Jamyang 
Tsering, includes LAH-
DC Executive Councillor, 
Phuntsog Stanzin, Ad-
ditional District Devel-
opment Commissioner, 
Leh, Moses Kunzang, 
Tashi Tseten, CHO Leh, 
Tsewang Phunstok, DAO 
Leh, Sonam Wangchuk 
and Assistant Soil Chem-
ist, Thinley Dawa. 

They had arrived in 
the State on 20 December.

It is informed that the 
team has already visit-
ed the National Organic 
Farming Research Insti-
tute at the ICAR complex 
in Tadong and various 
farms in different parts 
of the State and interact-
ed with of icials, farmers 

and service providers. 
Addressing a press 

conference here today, 
Horticulture Department 
Secretary, Khorlo Bhutia, 
informed that during a 
meeting held at Leh last 
September, it was decid-
ed to adopt the Sikkim 
Organic model there and 
following the same, a 
technical team from Sik-
kim had also visited Leh. 

He added that the 
LAHDC team also made 
ield visits and studied Sik-

kim’s organic model and 
also learnt more about the 
certi ication process. 

“The main objective 
behind the team visiting 
Sikkim is to transform 
10,500 hectares cultivable 
land in LAHDC to organic 
following the Sikkim or-
ganic model,” he said. 

He also assured to 
provide all possible tech-
nical support to help 
them transform to purely 
organic farming.

“We want the Sikkim 
organic model to be fol-
lowed throughout out the 
country to provide chemi-
cal free food, air and water 
to the people of the coun-
try,” Mr Bhutia said. 

He also mentioned that 

LAHDC has climatic advan-
tage and potential to trans-
form into totally organic. 

“We will help LAHDC 
move forward following 
the roadmap of Sikkim or-
ganic model,” he added.

Likewise, LAHDC 
team members stated 
that LAHDC has the po-
litical will and good team 
work to transform the 
area into organic. 

“We will irst pass a 
resolution for the same 
in the LAHDC and follow 
the readymade roadmap 
of Sikkim organic farm-
ing in our area. The visit 
was really fruitful and 
big advantage for us that 
we have the readymade 
roadmap of Sikkim to 
transform into organic by 
following the footsteps of 
Sikkim,” they said. 

They also mentioned 
that there was negligible 
use of chemicals in the 
area so it would easy for 
them to transform into 
total organic farming.

“We want to go back 
to organic so we will rep-
licate the certi ication pro-
cess of Sikkim in our place 
as well. We have big area 
and potential to transform 
into organic. We also want 
to increase tourist in low 
in our area by going or-
ganic,” they said. 

It is informed that 
there were around 
18,000 farming families 
in LAHDC and around 
8,000 were already prac-
ticing organic farming.
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Ladakh team on Sikkim tour in pursuit 
of organic farming conversion

Christmas 
greetings 
from Governor 
and CM
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 24 D :

On the occasion of 
Christmas, Gover-

nor, Ganga Prasad has 
extended season’s greet-
ings and best wishes to 
the people of Sikkim.

In his message the 
Governor has said, 
“Christmas is a joyous 
occasion and gives us 
the message of affection, 
love, peace and harmony. 
The occasion commem-
orating the birth of Je-
sus Christ is time for 
reunion of family and 
friends. The festival cel-
ebrated the world over 
is also an occasion for 
us to reflect on the life 
and teachings of Jesus 
Christ. It reminds us of 
the love and compassion 
of Jesus Christ towards 
mankind and how it has 
shaped its destiny of man-
kind over centuries. 

May this festive sea-
son be instrumental in in-
fusing spirit of unity and 
brotherhood amongst all. 
Let us all tread the right 
path and act as catalyst 
to resolve con lict and 
uncertainty prevailing in 
the society and work for 
brighter future.”

Chief Minister, Pawan 
Chamling and Smt Tika 
Maya Chamling have also 
extended their warm 
greetings and best wish-
es to the people of Sikkim 
on occasion of Christmas.

The Chief Minister 
has said, “Christmas is a 
signi icant reminder to 
us all to have hope in our 
hearts and good-will in 
our being. It is the season 
to be joyous and compas-

Jorethang SSS wins National Level 
Interschool Band Competition

1st All Sikkim Women’s 
Football Tournament 

Thousands evacuated after 
5.8-magnitude quake hits Tibet

Women pilgrims forced to return without 
offering prayers at Lord Ayyappa Shrine

S  (K ), D  24 (PTI): 
Faced with unrelenting protests 
from devotees, two women in their 
forties, who tried to trek to the hill 
shrine of Lord Ayyappa here Mon-
day, were forced to return without 
offering prayers.

The attempt by the two wom-
en - Bindu and Kanakdurga - came 
a day after a group of 11 wom-
en activists of “Manithi”, a Chen-
nai-based out it unsuccessfully 
tried to make it to the shrine.

The two women, who reached 
Pamba at around 4 am, faced mas-
sive protests from devotees at Apa-
chimedu and Marakootam, about 
one km from the ‘Sannidhanam’ 
(temple complex), as they were 
being escorted by police. Ayyappa 
devotees surged in large numbers 

to the narrow pathway while the 
women were being escorted, and 
there was a minor scuf le with the 
police for over an hour.

Police tried to evict the pilgrims 
who shouted “go back” and chanted 
Ayyappa mantras and a tense situa-
tion prevailed with the restive devo-
tees showing no signs of backing off.

Seeing the growing number of 
protesters, including young chil-
dren and to prevent the situation 
from getting out of hand, the wom-
en were advised to return by the 
police. The women were earlier 
stopped at Appachimedu, a place 
en route Sabarimala, by protesters, 
who were later evicted by police.

The BJP also held a protest 
in front of the houses of the two 
women against their attempt to 

trek the hill. Amid reports that 
Kandakdurga had complained of 
uneasiness and that she had faint-
ed, Bindu told reporters that it was 
only a “ploy” to stall their progress 
to Sabarimala and there was noth-
ing wrong with her.

Bindu alleged the police had 
forcibly prevented them from 
reaching the shrine.

Both the women, who trekked 
nearly 4.5 km, were taken to a hos-
pital in an ambulance for a medical 
check-up. Earlier, Bindu told report-
ers that “our demand is that gov-
ernment implement the September 
28 verdict of the Supreme Court. 
We should be allowed to go to the 
shrine. We have not done any wrong 
and are not doing anything illegal.”

turn to pg02
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Jorethang Senior Sec-
ondary School, South 

Sikkim has won the Na-
tional Level Inter-School 
Band Competition in the 
boys’ category held at Bal 
Bhawan, Delhi on 21 Dec, 
a press release informs. 
The competition was 
organized by Ministry 
of Human Resource 
Development, Govern-
ment of India under the 
lagship scheme of Sa-

magra Shiksha. 
The National Level 

Band Competition was 
started by the MHRD in 
2017, in which Sadam Se-
nior Secondary School of 
Sikkim had secured the 
second position while 
the irst position was 
secured by Jharkhand. 
In the second consec-
utive event this year, 

Sikkim secured the first 
position followed by 
Jharkhand and Kerala in 
second and third posi-
tions respectively in the 
boys’ category. 

In the girls’ cate-
gory States of Kerala, 
Madhya Pradesh and 
Mizoram secured the 
first, second and third 

positions respectively.
The process of mak-

ing it to the national level 
starts with competitions 
at the district level, State 
level, Zonal level (Guwa-
hati Zone for Sikkim) and 
inally the national level. 

West Point Senior Sec-
ondary School had made 
it to the Zonal Level at 

Guwahati in the girls’ 
category while Jorethang 
won the irst position at 
the Zonal Level and went 
head to the National Lev-
el to secure the irst po-
sition.

Chief guest of the 
function, Union Minister 
for Human Resource 
Development, Prakash 

Javadekar gave away 
the winners’ trophies 
and cash prizes to the 
winners.

The Minister for 
HRDD, RB Subba has 
congratulated the win-
ning team and expressed 
that it is a matter of great 
pride and applause that 
the students are excel-
ling in every ield at the 
national level. 

Additional Chief Sec-
retary to the HRDD, GP 
Upadhyaya also congrat-
ulated the winning team. 

State Project Direc-
tor for Samagra Shiksha, 
Bhim Thatal also con-
gratulated the winning 
team. He also congrat-
ulated the Samagra 
Shiksha team who or-
ganised the State level 
competition and sup-
ported the team to reach 
the national level.

SAGAR CHHETRI
G , 24 D :

Sikkim Football Asso-
ciation [SFA] is or-

ganising the 1st All Sik-
kim Women’s Football 
Tournament from 26 to 
30 Dec here at Paljor Sta-
dium. Eight teams from 
four districts are taking 
part in the tournament.

The participating 
teams are D’zongu Girls 
Football Club from North 
Sikkim; Women’s FA 

Gyalshing; Soreng Girls 
Academy; Pragati Sangh 
Soreng; and Maneybong 
Dentam Girls Academy 
from West Sikkim; Girls 
FC from South Sikkim; 
and Corinthian Girls FC, 
Pakyong; and Sikkim Hi-
malayan Girls FC from 
East Sikkim. 

As per SFA’s women’s 
wing the idea behind or-
ganising the champion-
ship is to highlight wom-
en’s empowerment.

B , D  24 (PTI): 
More than 2,100 people 
were evacuated on Mon-
day after a 5.8-magni-
tude earthquake jolted 
China’s Tibet Autono-
mous Region.

No casualty has been 
reported so far in the 
quake which hit the Xai-
tongmoin County in the 
city of Xigaze at 3:32 am 
(local time).

The quake struck at a 
depth of 8 km, according 
to the China Earthquake 
Networks Centre.

Investigators have 
found cracks in some ru-
ral houses and damage 
on some live-stock sheds 
in the county, according 
to the county’s publicity 
department.

The local authorities 
have prepared tents, quilts, 
coats and medical supplies 
for the affected people.

Traffic and tele-
communications in 
the region have re-
mained undisturbed, 
state-run Xinhua news 
agency reported.

Two PILs in SC against govt’s 
move to authorise 10 agencies to 
intercept, monitor any computer
N  D , D  24 (PTI): Two public interest 
litigations (PIL) were iled on Monday in the Su-
preme Court against the government’s noti ica-
tion authorising 10 central agencies to intercept, 
monitor and decrypt any computer system.

Advocates Manohar Lal Sharma and Amit 
Sahni iled separate pleas seeking to quash the 
government’s December 20 noti ication that em-
powers 10 central probe and snoop agencies for 
computer interception and analysis.

Both the petitioners claimed the noti ication was 
“unconstitutional” and the “blanket surveillance” 
bad in law. The 10 agencies noti ied under the new 
order are the Intelligence Bureau, Narcotics Con-
trol Bureau, Enforcement Directorate, the Central 
Board of Direct Taxes (for Income Tax Department), 
Directorate of Revenue Intelligence, Central Bureau 
of Investigation, National Investigation Agency, the 
Research and Analysis Wing, Directorate of Signal 
Intelligence (in service areas of J-K, North East and 
Assam) and Delhi Police commissioner.

Sharma sought urgent listing of his plea but his 
request was declined by the apex court registry 
and he was told the petition would come up for 
hearing in the normal course.

Sahni, in his plea iled through advocate Preeti 
Singh, claimed the December 20 noti ication was 
liable to be set aside according to the mandate of 
the right to privacy judgement delivered by a nine-
judge Constitution bench of the top court.

“The order dated December 20, 2018 is a blanket 
order and the same is against public at large, without 
any reasoning and the same is bad in law, therefore 
the same is liable to be set aside,” he said in his plea. 
The order was “undemocratic and an assault on fun-
damental rights of the citizens of India”, he added. 
The petition alleged that every citizen of the country 
cannot be suspected as a criminal and the object of 
passing the order was to have a “surveillance coun-
try or something else”.                            turn to pg02
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The College of Agri-
cultural Engineering 

& Post Harvest Technol-
ogy (CAU Imphal), Ra-
nipool organized train-
ing in farmers’ ield to 
celebrate Kisan Diwas at 
Soureni, Assam Lingzey, 
East Sikkim district from 
the funds of the All India 
Coordinated Research 
Project on Plasticulture 
Engineering and Tech-
nology on 24 Dec, a press 
release informs. 

Kisan Diwas is cele-
brated on 23 Dec every 
year, the birth anniversa-
ry of Late Prime Minister, 
Charan Singh Choudhary 

who was known as the 
‘champion of peasants’. 

The celebrated at 
CAEPHT had Prof. RP 
Misra, i/c Dean, CAEPHT, 
Dr. SN Yadav, Dr. J Pan-
da, Dr. D Jhajharia, Er. 
SK Chauhan and various 
staff members of AICRPs. 

About 44 farmers from 
different districts of Sik-
kim attended the Kisan Di-
was celebrations at ATIC 
Hall, CAEPHT. The training 
was organized from the 
funds of the AICRP-PET 
on the broad topic of Hor-
ticultural crop production 
in the polyhouse. 

About 22 farmers of 
this village attended the 
one-day training pro-

gramme on 24 Dec in 
the naturally ventilated 
polyhouse, which was 
constructed by the par-
ticipants of 90 days Skill 
Development training 
program on “Low-cost 
Greenhouse Technology 
in NE hill region”. 

Dr. Deepak Jhajharia, 
Assoc. Prof. (SWCE) & 
PI, AICRP-PET informed 
the farmers about the 
importance of the “Ki-
san Diwas”. He informed 
about the activities and 
trainings organized by 
AICRP-PET centre during 
last one year for the wel-
fare of farmers of Sikkim. 

He also discussed 
about the Naturally Ven-

tilated Polyhouse and de-
sign parameters. A video 
in Nepali language about 
the success story of a 
progressive farmer of the 
village, Mitra Lal Sharma 
was also shown during 
the program. 

Dr. GT Patle, Assis-
tant Professor (IDE) dis-
cussed the importance 
of sprinkler and drip ir-
rigation systems in the 
Greenhouse Technology 
to save the most pre-
cious natural resource 
necessary for life. Dr. 
Manish Gurung, CAEPHT 
discussed about the var-
ious horticultural crops, 
which may be grown in 
the polyhouse under Sik-
kim condition. 

Further, the CAEPHT 
team formally inspected 
the vegetable crops grown 
in two polyhouses con-
structed by AICRP-PET 
Gangtok Centre, where 
Tomato and cole crops 
(Cauli lower and Brocco-
li) were grown. Later on, 
the seeds of Cabbage, 
Cauli lower, Broccoli, To-
mato and Capsicum were 
distributed among the 
progressive farmers of 
the village. 

The meeting ended with 
a pledge to promote the 
culture of Organic Farming 
among the local youth, the 
release mentions.

SUMMIT REPORT
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Sikkim Against Addic-
tion Towards Healthy 

India (SAATHI) orga-
nized an SMC workshop 
for schools of North Dis-
trict today at Panchayat 
Bhawan of Mangan, a 
press release informs.

The workshop had 
the participation of 26 
members from Hee-
Gyathang Sr. Sec. School, 
Mangan Sr. Sec. School, 
Kalzang Gyatso Sr. Sec. 
School (Kabi), Mangshila 
Sr. Sec. School and Phen-
sang Secondary School 
had participated. 

The program started 
with a welcome address 
by SAATHI team, high-
lighting the objective of 
SAATHI program.

SMC president, Hee-
Gyathang Sr. Sec. School, 
Samroo Ugan Palzor Lep-

cha, spoke about roles 
and responsibilities of 
SMC in schools. He in-
formed that main task of 
SMC is to manage prob-
lems of the school, stu-
dents and school’s fund. 

Psychologist, Mangan 
District Hospital, Sangam 
Sharma briefed the par-
ticipants about Addic-
tion and Mental Health. 

He also mentioned that 
these days, young peo-
ple are getting addicted 
to games such as Blue 
Whale game, Momo 
game which have led to 
many suicides, thus he 
stressed that addiction 
to technology can be 
equally harmful as alco-
hol addiction.  

The program contin-

ued with a short skit per-
formed by the students 
of Mangan SSS on sub-
stance abuse.

Chief guest of the pro-
gram, Zilla Adhyaksha  of 
North District, Namdey 
Lepcha addressed  the 
participants and said 
that everyone should 
work together to eradi-
cate substance abuse. 

SikkimSCAN
Gangtok on 

Tuesday, 
25 Dec

Temp: 10°C/06°C
Forecast: Sunny 
to partly cloudy 
with a little rain in 
the evening, then 
a shower in spots

Sunrise: 07:01 AM
Sunset: 03:49 PM

Strengthening role of School 
Management Committee

SMC workshop 
for North 
District Schools

Bee harvesting made easy 
by KVK and ATMA

SUMMIT REPORT
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Training on scienti ic 
bee keeping under 

Krishi Kalyan Abhiyan II 
at Boom under Sanga 
Dorji GPU in Rinchen-
pong Constituency 
was held today. This 
programme was or-
ganised by Krishi Vig-
yan Kendra and ATMA, 
West Sikkim and had 
the participation of 51 
progressive farmers.

SMS Agronomy, JP 
Dulal was the main re-
source person from 
KVK, West Sikkim. Pro-
gramme Asst., Purba 
Diki Sherpa, Asst Tech-
nical Manager, Purcho 
Lepcha from ATMA, West 
Sikkim were also present 
in this programme. 

Resource person 
SMS, Mr Dulal highlight-
ed about Krishi Kalyan 
Abhiyan Phase II and its 
importance on scope of 

bee rearing in Sikkim. He 
also talked about trans-
ferring bee from tradi-
tional hive to movable 
frame hive bee, seasonal 
management of bee hive, 
bee pasture mgt., bee col-
onies management, etc. 

ATM, Mr Lepcha 
gave the vote of thanks 
and the programme 
concluded with the dis-
tribution of some bee 
keeping essentials to the 
participants.

Parliamentary Standing Committee 
for Welfare of SC/STs initiates 
action on LTVC memorandum

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 24 D :

Parliamentary Stand-
ing Committee for 

Welfare of SC/STs has 
sought comments from 
the Secretary, Ministry of 
Home Affairs (MHA) and 
Secretary, Ministry of 
Tribal Affairs (MoTA) on 
the memorandum on LT 
Assembly seats submit-
ted by Limboo Tamang 
Voluntary Committee 
[LTVC], informs a press 
release from LTVC.

According to LTVC 
president, Yehang Tshong, 
they received an acknowl-
edgment letter dated 05 
Dec on 19 Dec from the 
Lok Sabha Secretariat 
pertaining to the memo-
randum submitted to the 
Chairperson, Parliamenta-
ry Standing Committee for 
Welfare of SC/STs by LTVC 
for passing of Limboo and 
Tamang (ST) tribes seat 
Bill in this Winter Session 
Parliament.

The communiqué 
states that the Commit-
tee Of icer has sought 
comments from the Sec-
retary, Ministry of Home 

Affairs (MHA) and Sec-
retary, Ministry of Tribal 
Affairs (MoTA) regard-
ing the matter by 15 Dec 
positively for placing the 
same before the Parlia-
mentary Committee on 
the Welfare of SC/STs.

LTVC will soon com-

municate with the Parlia-
mentary Committee re-
garding the letter received 
and request for appropri-
ate steps to be taken at the 
earliest for Limboo & Ta-
mang seat reservation in 
Sikkim Legislative Assem-
bly, the release mentions.Kisan Diwas celebrated at 

Soureni with farmers’ training

Sahni also alleged that the government wished to 
snoop on every citizen. This, he said, was highly un-
justi ied and contrary to the Constitution of India and 
the law laid down by the Supreme Court.

Sharma also sought to prohibit the agencies from 
initiating any criminal proceedings, inquiry or inves-
tigation against anybody under the provisions of the 
IT Act based on the noti ication.

His plea claimed the noti ication was issued “to 
ind political opponent, thinker and speaker to con-

trol entire country under dictatorship to win coming 
general election under an undisclosed emergency as 
well as slavery which cannot be permitted within the 
Constitution of India”.

It also alleged that the Ministry of Home Affairs’ 
“blanket surveillance order must be tested against 
fundamental right to privacy”.

According to the noti ication, the state has the 
right to access every communication, computer and 
mobile and “to use it to protect political interest and 
object of the present executive political party”, Shar-
ma said in his petition.

He referred to the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights resolution adopted by the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly in 1948 and said the government was 
legally bound to comply and protect right to privacy 
since India was one of the 48 signatories, .

In his plea, Sahni has also claimed that the Decem-
ber 20 order has “wider rami ication” and the gov-
ernment cannot be permitted to “abuse its power to 
check every citizen under the garb of the said order”. 

Two PILs in SC against...
sionate towards all fellow-beings. May the spirit of 
this holy festival make you kind, giving and thankful”.

Mr Chamling also said, “Let us follow the light 
shown to us by Lord Jesus Christ and work together 
to maintain peace and harmony among the people of 
Sikkim, the Country and the world.”

“I wish everyone a merry Christmas!” the Chief 
Minister concludes.

Christmas greetings from...

The women had claimed they had not sought po-
lice protection, but it was the responsibility of police 
to provide security.

“We have not asked for police protection. The Su-
preme Court has given a verdict. So it is the govern-
ment’s duty to help us climb the hills”, Bindu said.

Since the top court verdict, no women in the 10-50 
age group, who are traditionally barred from entering 
the shrine, have been able to enter the ‘sannidhanam’ 
and offer worship to the presiding deity Lord Ayyap-
pa, who is a “Naishtika Brahmachari” (perennial celi-
bate). Kerala had witnessed massive protests by devo-
tees opposing the entry of girls and women in the 10-
50 age group into the shrine after the CPI(M)-led LDF 
government decided to implement the top court ver-
dict allowing all women to offer prayers at the temple.

The main opposition Congress-led UDF and BJP 
are opposing the entry of young women, saying they 
are with the devotees.

Four transgenders recently offered prayers at 
the temple while the attempt by over a dozen young 
women have been foiled by protesting devotees so far. 

Women pilgrims forced...

Maj Gen found 
guilty of 
misbehaving 
with woman 
of icer
C , D  24 
(PTI): A serving Major 
General has been rec-
ommended for dismissal 
from service by a General 
Court Martial (GCM) for 
allegedly misbehaving 
with a woman of icer.

The GCM, presided 
over by a LT General Gi-
riraj Singh, found the Maj 
Gen guilty under Section 
354 A (attempt to outrage 
the modesty of a woman) 
and Section 54 of the Army 
Act (conduct unbecoming 
of an of icer), prosecution 
counsel DS Ahluwalia said 
Monday.

The verdict is subject 
to con irmation by the 
Chief of Army Staff, the 
prosecution counsel said, 
adding the of icer had 
the right to appeal before 
the Army Chief against 
the verdict. The case 
dates back to 2016 when 
the Maj Gen was posted 
as Inspector General, As-
sam Ri les.

A woman of icer ac-
cused him of calling her to 
his room and misbehav-
ing. Following the woman 
of icer’s allegation, the 
Army ordered a court of 
Inquiry and attached him 
for facing the probe at HQs 
17 Corps in Ranchi.

The Major General 
had refuted the allega-
tion levelled against him.

Bogibeel Bridge: Boatmen fear loss of livelihood
NILADRI SEKHAR DUTTA
B  (A ), D  
24 (PTI): A group of 
boatmen making their 
living ferrying people 
and goods across the 
Brahmaputra here see 
Bogibeel, India’s longest 
railroad bridge, as a loss 
of livelihood.

Over 40 boats oper-
ate from the north and 
south banks of the Brah-
maputra river, ferrying 
not just people but also 
two-wheelers and cars. 
Of these, two are oper-
ated by the state govern-
ment, while the rest are 
privately owned.

Each boat requires 
three people to operate.

Come December 25, 
the rail-cum-road bridge 
will be inaugurated by 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, facilitating quick-
er movement of vehicles 
and easy access for the 
people of Dhemaji to ma-
jor hospitals, education 
institutes and the Dibru-
garh airport.

The boatmen, those 
running food stalls and 
the vehicle operators 
carrying people to and 
from the ferry ghats fear 

that from then on they 
will have to look for an 
alternative source of live-
lihood. “In a joint family 
of 12 members, I and my 
brother operate one boat 
from Bogibeel ghat. After 
paying Rs 75,000 rent for 
the boat per annum and 
spending on the salaries 
of the boatmen, we earn 
around Rs 30,000 per 
month,” a private ferry op-
erator at Bogibeel ghat said.

It takes 45 minutes 
to two hours to cross the 
river on the boats. But 
once the bridge is open, it 
will take just 10 minutes, 
saving not just time, but 
also money.

While the govern-
ment-operated boats 
charge Rs 18 per person, 
Rs 800 for small cars and 
Rs 1,000 for SUVs, the 
privately-operated boats 
charge way more for fer-
rying people and vehicles 
between Bogibeel ghat 
and Kareng Ghat in Dhe-
maji district, an of icial 
of the state Inland Water 
Transport Department 
said. According to the of-
icial, some of the boats 

will be shifted to other 
ghats. But the private 

boat operators fear that 
they won’t be able to get 
a similar opportunity and 
even if they do, it won’t be 
inancially viable. Asked 

if some proposals have 
been made for the affected 
people, he said, “I haven’t 
heard of announcement 
regarding any compensation 
yet, but the affected people 
have taken up the issue 
with political leaders.”

“After this bridge 
becomes operational, 
the ferry service from 
this ghat will stop and 
we have to look for an 
alternative mode of 
earning. Luckily, we 
have some agricultur-
al land. But everyone 
is not so lucky,” said 
another boat opera-
tor. The bridge, with 
two-line railway track 
on the lower deck and a 
three-lane road on the 
top deck, will provide the 
much-needed connectiv-
ity between Dibrugarh 
in Assam to Pasighat in 
Arunachal Pradesh. It 
will also reduce Delhi 
to Dibrugarh train travel 
time by about three hours 
to 34 hours as against 
37 hours presently. 

Phil Brown 
joins as head 
coach of FC 
Pune City
P , D  24 (PTI): I di-
an Super League (ISL) fran-
chise FC Pune City Monday 
announced Phil Brown as 
their new head coach for 
the remaining 2018-19 sea-
son. With close to two de-
cades of managerial experi-
ence, Brown has been at the 
helm of top English football 
clubs like Blackpool, South-
End United, Preston North 
End, Derby County and Hull 
City, a media release issued 
by the club said.

Before starting his 
managerial career in 
England in 1999, Brown 
played across England 
for clubs like Bolton 
Wanderers and Black-
pool for over 18 years.

In 1999, he started 
his managerial career 
with Blackpool as an 
assistant coach and in 
2006 the Englishman 
took charge of Hull City 
and helped the club earn 
promotion to the Premier 
League for the irst time 
in its 104-year history. In 
2013, Brown joined Sou-
thEnd United in League 2 
and in his ive years there, 
the team quali ied for 
playoffs thrice and won 
promotion to League 1.

“FC Pune City has 
been having a dif icult 
season but I am optimis-
tic about taking up this 
job as the points table 
really isnt the real rep-
resentation of the tal-
ent thats existing at the 
club,” said Brown on his 
new role. 
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NITESH R PRADHAN
G , 24 D :

Gangtok based NGO, 
Stars of Hope pre-

sented “SOH Star Child 
Award (SCA), 2018” to 
Pratima Pandey, a Class-
VIII student of Thami-

dara Junior High School, 
Luing, for her outstand-
ing performance in aca-
demics and extracurricu-
lar activities. 

“SOH Difference 
Maker Award (DMA), 
2018” was presented 

to Pradeep Luwagon 
from Sir Tashi Namg-
yal Senior Secondary, 
School, Gangtok on 28 
Nov for his service to-
wards the society.

‘Stars of Hope’ is a 
Gangtok based orga-

nization that has been 
continuously working in 
various fields including 
social, educational and 
environmental devel-
opment since its forma-
tion in 2015. Each year, 
‘Stars of Hope’ with 

its vision to motivate 
youth and to appreciate 
their efforts presents 
awards to two students 
selected from various 
schools in two catego-
ries: i) junior category 
“SOH SCA” is presented 
when the student of ju-
nior high school gives a 
sound performance in 
academics and ii) senior 
category “SOH DMA” 
is presented when the 
student is socially ac-
tive making his society 
a better place to live 
in. The award includes 
a cash prize, certificate 
and trophy.

On the same day SOH 
had organised a deliber-
ative session on suicides 
and sexual abuse with 
various stakeholders 
from media, education, 
health and law sectors.

CapitalTIMES

1. Winter Crash Courses running suc-
cessfully for classes X, XII (CBSE, 
ICSE,ISC)

2. Study Materials provided according 
to the standards of the board.

3. Mock Test and Pre Board examina-

tions for the students 
4. Revision notes for the students to 

make them much more eff ective 
5. Doubt clearing Sessions held by re-

spective teachers 
6. Separate hostel facilities for boys and girls.

STUDY ZONE
Mr. Dawchung Lepcha (Chairperson) 

For further details please contact: 9002163719, 7319565616, 7432036651 
Address: P.N.G Road, Opp. City press , Gangtok

OUR COURSE OUTLINES: 

1. To give clear concept of the chapters 
2. To give the students proper guidance 

to excel in their examinations 
3. To Prepare and deliver answers eff ec-

tively and effi  ciently
4. Greater emphasis would be to excel. 
5. Last minute suggestion tips as per 

board requirements

OUR COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

ADMISSION
OPEN

FLAT AVAILABLE FOR RENT 

F ully furnished, 3 Bedroom flat 
available for rent at Church 

Road, Near Diesel Power House. 
Conveniently located by the 
roadside and a 5-minute walk 
from M.G. Marg. Suitable for 

Coporate Office and Guest House. 
For further details please 

Contact: 9434117687 /9083826462

LAND FOR SALE
BL Plot, 60x60, both side road, Lower 
Syari, Near Ranipool, Land is almost 
fl at. Contact 7384620040, 7477406169. 

“Namchi Smart City Limited,
UD HD Building, kavi Agam singh Road,

 Namchi- 737126 South Sikkim”

Corrigendum
This is to inform that an advertisement under project “Nam-

chi Smart City Limited, UD HD Building, kavi Agam singh Road, 
Namchi- 737126 south Sikkim” under the caption   “01.INVITA-
TION FOR BIDS” published in SummitTIMES Vol 03 no. 315 dt. 
10.12.2018 & vol 3 no 316 dt. 11.12.2018 as below:

1. Sl.N0. 4 Pedestrain Walkway from Namchi Bazar to Entry 
Gate (Job-A) the bid value should have been 138.84 in-
stead of 13.86.

2. Sl.N0.5 Pedestrain Walkway from Namchi Bazar to Entry 
Gate (Job-B) the bid value should have been 107.37 in-
stead of 10.74.

3. Sl.N0. 6 Pedestrain Walkway from Namchi Bazar to Entry 
Gate (Job-C) the bid value should have been 107.37 in-
stead of 10.74.

4. Sl.N0. 8 Pedestrain Walkway from Bhanjyang Raod near Jit 
Bahadur House, Upper boomtar to Tenzing Lama House 
(Job-A) the bid value should have been 25.25 instead of 
9.83.

5. SL.N0. 8  Pedestrain Walkway from Tenzing Lama 
House to Housing colony  (Job-B) the bid value should 
have been 9.83 instead of 25.25.

B. Likewise in the Last para caption : 04. INVITATION FOR 
BIDS”  under the sl.no. 1. Under Name of Works. Affordable Hous-
ing at Gangyap War, Dambudara Ward, Lower Ghurpisey Ward, 
Upper Ghurpisey Ward, Upper Singithang Ward, Purano Namchi 
Ward the bene iciaries should have read 85 nos instead of 84 nos 
and the bid value should have been 998.75 instead of 987.00. 

Rest everything remains same as published. The department 
regrets for the above clerical errors and the above stand as recti-
ied and correct.

Sd/-
Chief Executive Of icer,

Namchi Smart City Limited (NSCL)
Namchi, South Sikkim.

Dated: 24.12.2018

Gangtok NGO presents Star Child Award 2018

Anju Tamang and Lako Phuti Bhutia 
selected for AIFF coaching camp 

S  R
G , 24 D :

Two Sikkimese foot-
ballers have been 

shortlisted for a coaching 
camp for Senior Wom-
en’s National Team. All 
India Football Federation 
[AIFF] has called Anju 
Tamang and Lako Phuti 
Bhutia from Sikkim to at-
tend the coaching camp 
to be held from 27 Dec 

2018 to 10 April 2019 at 
Cuttack, Odisha. 

This is in preparation 
for the SAFF Women’s 
Championship 2019 and 
Women’s Olympic Quali-
iers Round.

Sikkim Football Asso-
ciation president, Menla 
Ethenpa said, “The selec-
tion of our girls for the 
national camp testi ies 
the hard work put in by 

these players for the im-
provement of the game in 
the last couple of years. 
Such invitation from the 
apex body of football in 
India, AIFF motivates 
SFA to work harder for 
the development of the 
game in the state.” 

He added that SFA 
feels proud of these play-
ers and wishes them all 
the very best for the camp.

SINGTAM PREPS FOR X’MAS:  People of Singtam 
are in eager anticipation of the grand musical evening scheduled to be held 
on 25 Dec near the Singtam poilce station. Churches from nearby areas will 
be putting up this special show as part of the traditional Christmas celebra-
tions here. [from YOGEN THATAL]

Bengal cabinet approves 
online system for 

mutation of property
K , D  24 (PTI): 
The West Bengal cabinet 
has decided to introduce 
an online system to ease 
the process of property 
mutation and check ille-
gal practices, Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee 
said Monday.

The move will bene-
it people who complain 

of harassment by block 
land reform of icers 
(BLRO), she said.

“People often face dif-
iculties when they ap-

proach the BLRO. Some 
say they were asked to 
pay bribe. We have initi-
ated actions against such 
people, but it takes time.

“The cabinet has now 
taken a revolutionary 
decision to introduce an 
online system for grant-
ing mutation,” Baner-
jee told reporters at the 
state secretariat.

Sources said sever-
al people have lament-
ed about the problems 
faced by them in the reg-
istration process, at the 
recent district adminis-
trative meetings.

In all legal transac-
tions, mutation (transfer 
of title) is a mandatory 
process, in which the 
buyer transfers the own-
ership title of the proper-
ty he just bought.

Once the property is 
mutated, the details are 
updated in the revenue 
records of civic bodies.

The Block Land & 
Land Reform Office fa-
cilitates the mutation 
process.

“Around 12 lakh peo-
ple get their properties 
mutated every year. This 
(online system) is a big 
scope for common peo-
ple to get their work 
done at ease. For the 
farmers, we have already 
made title transfer mu-

tation-free and tax-free,” 
she said.

The cabinet has also 
given its nod for regu-
larizing land ownership 
in Midnapore’s Khas Ma-
hal, where over one lakh 
people have been living 
without valid documents 
for more than 70 years.

Khas Mahal is gov-
ernment land, which is 
leased out to individuals 
for residential purposes 
for a ixed period of time.

“We have decided to 
regularise lands to the 
families who have been 
staying in Khas Mahal in 
Midnapore. These peo-
ple have nowhere to go,” 
she said.

Apart from that, the 
CM said, refugee colonies 
in Alipurduar will be le-
galized too.

“We have already 
handover legal docu-
ments to 462 families 
and the rest would re-
ceive the papers shortly. 
We are trying to regula-
rise the refugee colonies 
that come under state 
jurisdiction,” she said.

The CM clari ied that 
the government will also 
seek regularization of 
settlements that come 
under the authority of 
Indian Railways.

Talking about the 
state’s business pros-
pects, the CM said 
many organisations 
have evinced inter-
est in investing in the 
leather industry.

“There are around 
1,000 people who have 
showed interest in in-
vesting in the leather 
industry. We need 350-
acre of land and steady 
supply of water. If we 
ind land for the projects 

then it will also generate 
employment for three 
lakh people,” she stated.

Veteran CPI(M) leader 
Nirupam Sen passes away

K , D  24 (PTI): 
Veteran CPI(M) leader 
Nirupam Sen, during 
whose tenure as indusry 
minister in West Bengal 
the Singur controversy 
broke out over the Tata 
Nano project, died at a 
city hospital on Monday 
morning after a pro-
longed illness, family 
sources said.

He was 72. The for-
mer politburo member of 
the party left behind his 
wife, a son and a daugh-
ter. Sen passed away 
at 5:10 am following a 
cardiac arrest, hospital 
sources said.

West Bengal Chief 
Minister Mamata Baner-
jee, who had spearhead-
ed the anti-land acquisi-
tion movement in Singur, 
and CPI(M) General Sec-
retary Sitaram Yechury 
condoled the death of the 
Marxist leader.

The former West Ben-
gal commerce and indus-
try minister was on life 
support system after his 
health condition deteri-
orated in early Decem-
ber and had been critical 
since then.

“Sen was ighting kid-
ney ailments. He was im-
paired by a cerebral at-
tack in 2013,” an of icial 
at the hospital said.

One of the most 
prominent faces of the 
Buddhadeb Bhattacha-
rya cabinet after the 
CPI(M)-led Left Front 
was voted to power in 
2001, Sen was handed 
the charge of commerce 
and industries.

It was under the lead-
ership of Bhattacharya 
and Sen that the Left 
Front started selling the 

dream of industriali-
sation in the state and 
shifted focus to private 
investments.

This shift in the pol-
icy reaped them heavy 
dividends resulting in 
the Left Front’s resound-
ing victory in the 2006 
assembly election.

The Buddhadeb Bhat-
tacharjee government 
acquired 997 acres of 
farmland at Singur in 
Hooghly district and 
handed it over to the 
Tata Motors in 2006 
to set up the manufac-
turing plant of its Rs 
one lakh car, Nano.

But by the end of 
2006, land acquisition 
movement at Singur over 
the Tata Nano car plant 
had started taking toll on 
the regime. The protest 
against the forcible land 
acquisition ultimately led 
the Tata Motors to shift 
the car plant from Singur 
to Gujarat in 2008.

The anti-land acqui-
sition protests in Singur 
and Nandigram led by 
the then opposition Trin-
amool Congress was one 
of the reasons behind the 
fall of the 34-year-old 
Left Front government in 
the state in 2011.

Faced with intense 
criticism both within and 
outside the party, Sen, 
then a CPI(M) politbu-
ro member, had with-
drawn himself from ac-
tive politics.

In the next few years 
due to ill health, he 
stepped down from the 
politburo, the central 
committee and earli-
er this year during the 
CPI(M) party congress, 
he stepped down from 

the state committee.
He was a three-time 

MLA from Bardhaman 
Dakshin constituency.

Party sources said 
Sen’s body would be tak-
en to his residence and 
then to a private mortu-
ary in the city.

“On Wednesday, Sen’s 
body will be taken to the 
CITU of ice here and then 
to the party’s state head 
quarters where people 
will be allowed to pay 
their last respect,” the 
sources said.

His mortal remains 
would be consigned to 
lames in Burdwan, his 

home town, on Wednes-
day. West Bengal Chief 
Minister and ruling Trin-
amool Congress supremo 
Mamata Banerjee con-
doled Sen’s death.

“Saddened at the 
passing away of Nirupam 
Sen, former Minister of 
West Bengal. Condolenc-
es to his family and well 
wishers,” Banerjee said 
in a tweet.

In his condolence 
message, CPI(M) Gener-
al Secretary Sitaram Ye-
chury described Sen as a 
“dedicated Communist”.

“A dedicated Com-
munist, who devoted his 
entire life to the cause 
of the working class and 
the peasantry. He served 
in various capacities in-
cluding as a member, 
Polit Bureau and a senior 
Minister in Left Front 
governments,” Yechury 
tweeted.

The party’s West Ben-
gal secretary Surya Kanta 
Mishra, politburo mem-
ber Md Salim and other 
leaders also offered their 
condolences.
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Does Corruption 
Bother Anyone?

If it does, then start by rejecting 
compromises which have long-term effects

For all the (selective) hyperventilation on so-
cial-media and ponti ication in spaces like this, 

it is becoming increasing apparent that no one is 
really bothered by corruption. It’s there. It makes 
people pliable, it helps dispense favours and helps 
speed things up. At one level, some even see it as 
a leveler for those who would otherwise be denied 
access due to the extant social hierarchies which 
distance then from in luence. But then again, the 
class system continues to be perpetuated, this time, 
with the health of bank accounts marking the new 
segment. So, when one speaks of corruption help-
ing speed things up, the follow-up question would 
be - for whom? The creamy layer keeps skimming 
more and more on the lame excuse that corruption 
has now become “institutionalised” and is thus an 
unavoidable necessary evil. The less privileged and 
the weaker are still stonewalled by the monolith-
ic babudom that ties up every ile in red tape till 
it eventually gets lost and has to be “greased” out. 
That is how things have been for very long, and if 
anything, the processes of corruption have been 
more streamlined, not constricted. And don’t let 
the chowkidar drama lull you into believing that 
any body-blow has been delivered to corruption be-
cause nothing has emerged thus far to suggest any-
thing even remotely close to that claim.

Okay, let’s set that debate aside for later. Let’s 
accept ground realities and see whether something 
acceptable to all sides can be worked out. Let’s be-
gin with what Corruption means. Corruption, in the 
context being discussed here, is the use of public of-
ice for private gain. The prevention of Corruption 

Act de ines bribery as: a public servant taking grati-
ication other than legal remuneration in respect of 

an of icial act; a public servant obtaining a valuable 
thing, without consideration from the person con-
cerned in proceeding or the business transacted 
by such a public servant; and criminal misconduct. 
Now that we know the legal pegging of corruption, 
let’s understand what powers a bureaucrat holds. 
Frankly speaking, awarding supplies unannounced 
and ixing tenders for minor works can be accepted 
as the spoils of power. So long as a road is repaired, 
no matter how tackily, the people don’t mind. It is 
however this immediate perception and response 
to corruption that threatens the future. When peo-
ple rave and rant about the shoddy work a contrac-
tor did in their area, they lose sight of the bigger 
mechanisations at work which impact all our 
futures more. The people’s representative and 
the bureaucrats have a say not just in the award 
of contracts, but also in long-term strategising 
which will remain with Sikkim long after the of-
icers are retired and the politicians rejected. Too 

much more is at stake than just the plunder of the 
State treasury when signi icant policy decisions 
are taken. These decisions should never be slipped 
through in consideration of private/ political 
gains. People’s representatives have to update 
themselves better on the functioning of their de-
partments so that they can see through the overt-
ly subservient, but subtly dexterous maneuvering 
of proposals by their of icers to pass on years of 
Sikkim’s future into the hands of those who have 
wooed their favour. Sikkim knows this well in the 
embarrassments which have resulted when sig-
ni icant policy interventions were compromised 
when delivery was distributed as favours.

Agreed, there can be no grades of corrup-
tion, but there are some forms which are more 
damaging than the short-supply or shoddy civil 
works kind which invariably attract all the atten-
tion and condemnations. The corruptions which 
compromise long-term plans and institutionalize 
such compromises need to be looked out against 
more diligently and addressed. From there could 
start the snowball effect to bring down a substan-
tial row of the corruption domino. But then, like 
this piece wondered at the start: are people in 
general really bothered by corruption?

WRITE US: Readers are invited to comment 
on, criticise, run down, even appreciate if they like 
something in this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ 
indecorous language and personal attacks, except 
when against people responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be ignored. Letters 
which carry forward a conversation or initiate a 
dialogue will command immediate attention and 
receive prominence. 
Mail us at: news@summittimes.com

What the US defence secretary’s resignation 
means for Syria, Afghanistan and NATO

Earthrise, a photo that changed the world
DR SIMON TOROK
theconversation.com

December 24 was the 50th anniver-
sary of Earthrise, arguably one of 

the most profound images in the his-
tory of human culture. When astro-
naut William Anders photographed a 
fragile blue sphere set in dark space 
peeking over the Moon, it changed 
our perception of our place in space 
and fuelled environmental awareness 
around the world.

The photo let us see our planet 
from a great distance for the irst time. 
The living Earth, surrounded by the 
darkness of space, appears fragile and 
vulnerable, with inite resources. 

Viewing a small blue Earth against 
the black backdrop of space, with the 
barren moonscape in the foreground, 
evokes feelings of vastness: we are a 
small planet, orbiting an ordinary star, 
in an unremarkable galaxy among the 
billions we can observe. The image 
prompts emotions of insigni icance – 
Earth is only special because it’s the 
planet we live on.

As astronaut Jim Lovell said during 
the live broadcast from Apollo 8, “The 
vast loneliness is awe-inspiring, and it 
makes you realise just what you have 
back there on Earth.”

Earthrise is a testament to the ex-
traordinary capacity of human percep-
tion. Although, in 1968, the photograph 
seemed revelatory and unexpected, it 
belongs to an extraordinary history of 
representing the Earth from above. An-
ders may have produced an image that 
radically shifted our view of ourselves, 
but we were ready to see it.
A HISTORY OF FLIGHT

People have always dreamed of ly-
ing. As we grew from hot-air balloons 
to space shuttles, the camera has been 
there for much of the ride.

After WWII, the US military used 
captured V-2 rockets to launch mo-
tion-picture cameras out of the atmo-
sphere, producing the irst images of 
Earth from space.

Russia’s Sputnik spurred the Unit-
ed States to launch a series of satellites 
— watching the enemy and the weath-
er — and then NASA turned its atten-
tion to the Moon, launching a series of 
exploratory probes. One (Lunar Orbit-
er I, 1966) turned its camera across a 
sliver of the Moon’s surface and found 

the Earth, rising above it. 
Despite not being the “ irst” image 

of the Earth from our Moon, Earthrise 
is special. It was directly witnessed by 
the astronauts as well as being cap-
tured by the camera. It elegantly illus-
trates how human perception is some-
thing that is constantly evolving, often 
hand in hand with technology.

Earthrise showed us that Earth is 
a connected system, and any changes 
made to this system potentially affect 
the whole of the planet. Although the 
Apollo missions sought to reveal the 
Moon, they also powerfully revealed 
the limits of our own planet. The idea 
of a Spaceship Earth, with its interde-
pendent ecologies and inite resourc-
es, became an icon of a growing envi-
ronmental movement concerned with 
the ecological impacts of industrialisa-
tion and population growth.

From space, we observe the thin 

shield provided by our atmosphere, al-
lowing life to lourish on the surface of 
our planet. Lifeforms created Earth’s 
atmosphere by removing carbon di-
oxide and generating free oxygen. 
They created an unusual mix of gases 
compared to other planets – an atmo-
sphere with a protective ozone layer 

and a mix of gases that trap heat and 
moderate extremes of temperature. 
Over millions of years, this special mix 
has allowed a huge diversity of life forms 
to evolve, including (relatively recently 
on this time scale) Homo sapiens.

The ield of meteorology has ben-
e ited enormously from the technology 
foreshadowed by the Earthrise photo. Our 
knowledge is no longer limited to Earth-
based weather-observing stations.

Satellites can now bring us an 
Earthrise-type image every ten min-
utes, allowing us to observe extremes 
such as tropical cyclones as they form 
over the ocean, potentially affecting 
life and land. Importantly, we now 
possess a long enough record of sat-
ellite information so that in many in-
stances we can begin to examine long-
term changes of such events.

The human population has doubled 
in the 50 years since the Earthrise im-

age, resulting in habitat destruction, 
the spread of pest species and wild ires 
spurred by climate warming. Every year, 
our actions endanger more species.

Earth’s climate has undergone 
enormous changes in the ive decades 
since the Earthrise photo was taken. 
Much of the increase in Australian and 
global temperatures has happened 
in the past 50 years. This warming is 
affecting us now, with an increase in 
the frequency of extreme events such 
as heatwaves, and vast changes across 
the oceans and polar caps. 

With further warming projected, it 
is important that we take this chance to 
look back at the Earthrise photo of our 
little planet, so starkly presented against 
the vastness of space. The perspective 
that it offers us can help us choose the 
path for our planet for the next 50 years.

It reminds us of the wonders of the 
Earth system, its beauty and its fragility. 
It encourages us to continue to seek un-
derstanding of its weather systems, blue 
ocean and ice caps through scienti ic en-
deavour and sustained monitoring.

The beauty of our planet as seen 
from afar – and up close – can in-
spire us to make changes to secure 
the amazing and diverse animals that 
share our Earth.

Zoos become conservation organi-
sations, holding, breeding and releasing 
critically endangered animals. Scientists 
teach us about the capacities of animals 
and the threats to their survival.

Communities rise to the challenge 
and people in their thousands take ac-
tions to help wildlife, from buying toilet 
paper made from recycled paper to not 
releasing balloons outdoors. If we stand 
together we can secure a future for all 
nature on this remarkable planet.

But is a 50-year-old photo enough 
to reignite the environmental aware-
ness and action required to tackle to-
day’s threats to nature? What will be 
this generation’s Earthrise moment? 

[the writer is Honorary Fellow, 
School of Earth Sciences, 
University of Melbourne]

SCOTT LUCAS
theconversation.com

The last adult in the Trump White House play-
ground has gone – and the president is throwing 

his toys around.
James Mattis, as defence secretary, was one of 

three retired generals in the Trump administration 
whose hope was to contain an ill-informed, temper-
amental, and unpredictable president. Now they’re 
all gone: national security adviser HR McMaster, 
pushed out early this year; White House chief of 
staff John Kelly, giving up at the end of December; 
and now Mattis, who resigned after losing hope that 
Trump can be restrained from impulsive actions, 
defying his advisers, threatening US allies and even 
embracing American foes.

The catalyst for Mattis’s departure was Trump’s 
abrupt decision to withdraw all 2,000 US troops from 
Syria. But the list of his concerns about Trump is far 
longer. They include the president’s views on the 
American presence in Afghanistan and his hostility 
towards NATO allies, as well as Trump’s af inity for 
Vladimir Putin, even as Russia pursues an aggressive 
foreign policy and intervenes in US domestic affairs.

As Mattis put it in his resignation letter, a mes-
sage of rebuke to Trump:

“My views on treating allies with respect and also 
being clear-eyed about both malign actors and stra-
tegic competitors are strongly held and informed by 
over four decades of immersion in these issues.”

With Trump willing to toss aside alliances and 
shred international arrangements, this could be 
the most serious challenge to US foreign policy and 
American partners since 1945. But what does it 
mean in speci ic areas?
SYRIA

American policy has never been clear or decisive 
over Syria’s 93-month con lict. But Trump’s impulsive 
order for withdrawal threatens a new cycle of violence.

Since the autumn of 2015, Washington has 
worked with Kurdish groups to push back the Islam-
ic State in northern and eastern Syria. Those groups, 
through the Syrian Democratic Forces, have reduced 
Islamic State to a pocket of territory near the Iraqi 
border. But Trump’s tweet that the battle against the 
group is “won” is simply wrong. IS could be resur-
gent if the opportunity presents itself.

Trump is also abandoning Syria’s Kurds to the 
predatory ambitions of others in the region. The 
Assad regime, propped up by Russia, has vowed 
to regain the one-third of the country controlled 
by Kurdish factions. Turkey has pledged offensives 
both west and east of the Euphrates River. Turkish 
president, Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, has said “terror-
ists” – Kurdish ighters – will be erased.

US support for the Kurds was never a benevolent 
mission. Beyond the anti-IS campaign, the Ameri-
can presence was a buffer against the in luence of 
Iran – a key ally of the Assad regime. Now that buffer 
disappears, and American policy against IS has been 
thrown into disarray.

AFGHANISTAN
The Pentagon was already planning to pull out 

half the 14,000 US troops currently in Afghanistan, 
but Trump’s shift on Syria may have an even more 
unsettling effect.

Even with the full complement of American forc-
es and international partners, defeat of the Taliban 
has been a mirage. The insurgents have rebuilt their 
in luence to control almost half the fragmented 
country. The focus has shifted from military victory 

to negotiation for political resolution.
But Trump has complicated the tactics with his 

impulsive interventions – leading to his being called 
an “idiot” by both McMaster and Kelly, and a “moron” 
by the then-secretary of state Rex Tillerson. He has 
angered Pakistan, an essential part of the negotiat-
ing process, by slashing US military aid, and his dec-
larations about a full withdrawal have emboldened 
the Taliban rather than brought them to the table.
RUSSIA

The loss of Mattis will likely deepen the split 
personality of the Trump administration towards 
Russia. Most of Trump’s advisers view Moscow with 
concern and favour a irm line that includes sanc-
tions and opposition to Russian ventures in areas 
such as Ukraine and the Baltic States.

But Trump’s admiration for Putin has led to his 
foot-dragging over Russia and even undermining of 
the American position. He has held out against en-
forcing sanctions until a combination of Congress 
and US agencies forced his compliance. With Putin 
standing next to him at a press conference in July, 
Trump failed to make a statement on Russia’s annex-
ation of Crimea and sided with the Russian leader 
over the American of icials who concluded that Mos-
cow interfered in the 2016 election.

Putin is already revelling in the chaos within the 
administration. Asked about Trump’s announce-
ment on withdrawal from Syria, he said: “On this, 
Donald is right. I agree with him.”
NATO

The US deployment in Afghanistan is part of a 
NATO-led mission to train, advise and assist Afghan 
security forces. But Trump’s threat to NATO is far 
more than an Afghan draw down.

The president has repeatedly bashed the alli-

ance with his false insistence – the outcome of his 
lack of knowledge – that NATO “owes” money to the 
US. During his campaign, he labelled the organisa-
tion “obsolete” and at last July’s summit he was still 
threatening to withdraw the US from the bloc after 
69 years. Meanwhile, Trump was casting insults at 
individual members, notably Germany.

Mattis was an assurance that the US institutional 
relationships with NATO and its members, the linch-
pin of the alliance, would continue despite the pres-
ident. But the general’s departure, and the prospect 
that Trump will want a “yes man” to replace him, 
could renew uncertainties.
INTO THE VOID

The replacement for Mattis is not yet apparent. 
But it is a marker of the decay of US policy that the 
question could be close to irrelevant, be the candi-
date former general and Fox TV pundit Jack Keane or 
Trump loyalist and defence hawk Senator Tom Cot-
ton. For Trump is now beyond advice and guidance. 
US foreign policy rests on the whim of this man: 
angry and frustrated by investigations closing in on 
him, but bunkered in the self-con idence that he is 
smarter than anyone else in the room.

[the writer is Professor of International 
Politics, University of Birmingham]
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K , D  24 (PTI): 
Elaborate security ar-
rangements have been 
made in and around the 
city as well as the areas 
bordering West Bengal to 
avert any attempt to dis-
rupt normal life during 
Christmas and New Year 
festivities, a senior of i-
cial of the state police de-
partment said.

Altogether, 21 divi-
sional mobile vans will be 
patrolling the capital city 
and its surrounding areas 
over the next few days to 
ensure hassle-free cele-
brations, he said. “We have 
chalked out a detailed 
plan for this period.

Traf ic have been re-
stricted or diverted on 
several roads leading to 
Park Street the hub of 
festivities. Apart from 
that, we have erected 
check points at Dharam-
tala, Sealdah, Howrah 
and other entry points to 
the city,” the of icer said.

Special arrangements 
have also been made for 

tourist spots, such as 
Victoria Memorial and 
Alipore Zoo, amusement 
parks, shopping malls 
and metro stations, he 
said. “Besides, 13 Quick 
Response Teams (QRT) 
and 14 Heavy Radio Fly-
ing Squad (HRFS) vans 
will be stationed at cru-
cial corners in the city,” 
the of icer stated.

Local police stations 
have issued mandatory 
rules for night clubs, bars, 

hotels and restaurants 
too. “CCTVs are a must at 
every restaurants, hotels 
and shops. Our of icers 
in plain clothes as well 
as in uniform will be 
monitoring these places 
all throughout the day,” 
the senior police of icer 
maintained.

Talking about ar-
rangements in Park 
Street, the of icer said 
the entire area has been 
divided into seven zones.

“Eleven watchtowers 
have been installed in 
and around Park Street. 
Ten senior police of icials 
of Deputy- Commission-
er (DC) rank will also 
be posted there to look 
after operations con-
ducted by the deployed 
force,” he said. The Kol-
kata Traffic Police has 
barred entry of cars to 
Park Street from 4pm 
every day, starting tomor-
row till New Year’s Eve. 

NeighbourhoodWATCH

Operation to rescue trapped miners 
temporarily suspended: DC

S , D  24 (PTI): 
Authorities in Megha-
laya’s East Jaintia Hills 
district on Monday 
temporarily suspend-
ed operations to rescue 
15 miners trapped in 
a 370-foot-deep illegal 
coal mine in Ksan area 
of Lumthari village since 
December 13.

The exercise will re-
sume once more pow-
erful pumps are made 
available to district au-
thorities, district Dep-
uty Commissioner, F M 
Dopth, told PTI.

The miners were 
trapped in the illegal pit 
after water from nearby 
Lytein River gushed into 
the mine.

About 20 miners on 
December 13 entered the 
quarry owned by Krip 
Chullet. After reaching 
the bottom of the pit, 
they entered horizontal 
manholes, often termed 
as ‘rat-holes’, as each just 
about its one person.

Five persons were 
able to climb out of the 

looded mine, leaving the 
others behind.

“We have temporarily 
suspended pumping of 
water out of the mine as 
the exercise did not yield 
any positive result.

The water level has 
not subsided,” Dopth 
said. NDRF assistant 
commandant S K Singh 
said the current water 
level in the mine shaft is 
about 70 feet.

About 100 personnel 
of the national and state 
disaster response forc-
es, along with the police, 
are waiting for the water 
to recede about 30 feet 
as divers can do their 
job once the water level 
subsides up to that level, 
Superintendent of Police, 
Sylvester Nongtynger, 
said. According to locals, 
one of the diggers could 
have accidentally punc-
tured the walls of the 
cave following which the 
river water gushed into it 
on December 13.

Chief Minister Conrad 
K Sangma had written to 

Coal India seeking trans-
portation of their high 
powered pumps to the 
mine to help drain the 
water out.

Various exercises 
were also conducted by 
different government 
departments in line with 
the recommendation of 
ace mining mishap ex-
pert, Jaswant Singh Gill, 
who had visited the site 
last week.

The state government 
had on December 22 an-
nounced Rs 1 lakh in-
terim relief to the family 
members of each of the 
15 miners.

Meanwhile, the Op-
position Congress has 
criticized the state 
government for its 
“failure” to rescue the 
trapped miners.

“If the government 
of Thailand can launch 
an operation involving 
international search and 
rescue teams (to rescue 
the 13 trapped footbal-
lers), this government is 
not serious at all in res-

cuing trapped miners,” 
Congress spokesperson 
H M Shangpliang said.

Except for MLA of Ra-
jabala constituency, Azad 
Aman, who visited the 
site eight days ago, none 
of the ministers and not 
even the disaster man-
agement minister visited 
the accident site, Shang-
pliang said.

Seven of the 15 
trapped victims hail from 
two villages in Aman’s 
constituency in West 
Garo Hills district.

The Congress leader 
also lambasted the state 
government for allegedly 
promoting illegal min-
ing of coal in East Jaintia 
Hills district and else-
where in the state.

“Since they (NPP, BJP, 
regional allies) could not 
ful il the promise they 
made to voters about lift-
ing the NGT ban on coal 
mining within six months 
of coming to power, they 
are promoting illegal 
mining, Shangpliang 
said. The Meghalaya 

Democratic Alliance was 
formed early this year 
replacing the Congress, 
which had ruled the state 
for almost 10 years.

The MDA government 
led by Conrad K Sangma 
of the National Peoples 
Party, has the support of 
the BJP, NCP and region-
al parties, including the 
United Democratic Party, 
People Democratic Front, 
Hills State Peoples Dem-
ocratic Party and Inde-
pendents.

The National Green 
Tribunal has banned 
unscienti ic mining of 
coal using small horizon-
tal holes along the coal 
seams since 2014.

Transportation of 
already extracted coal is 
intermittently allowed for 
exporting the mineral to 
Assam and Bangladesh.

The NGT had irst al-
lowed transportation in 
2015 and recently the 
Supreme Court had al-
lowed transportation of 
already extracted coal till 
January 31.

2018 fails to realise Nagaland’s dream
NARAYAN BAHADUR
K , D  24 (PTI): A new gov-
ernment coming to power in Naga-
land early this year raised hopes of 
a solution to the decades-old Naga 
problem but as 2018 draws to a 
close, people of the state are now 
questioning where is the “change” 
as promised by Chief Minister 
Neiphiu Rio.

The chorus for a resolution be-
fore the 2019 Lok Sabha elections 
grew louder during the year. It also 
became a major issue before the 
assembly elections in February.

Various Naga tribal bodies un-
der the aegis of core committee of 
Nagaland Tribal Hohos and Civil 
Organisations gave a rigorous 
call of “solution before the elec-
tion”. However, the BJP decided 
to participate in the February 27 
state elections.

The BJP’s call of “Election for 
Solution” compelled other politi-
cal parties including the then rul-
ing Naga Peoples’ Front and new-
ly- loated Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party (NDPP) led by 
Rio and other parties iling nomi-
nations to contest the poll.

The NDPP and the BJP, which 
snapped ties with former ally NPF, 
formed the People Democratic Al-
liance (PDA) and fought the elec-
tion on a 40:20 seat sharing basis 
and managed to win 29 seats (17: 
NDPP, 12: BJP) to dethrone the 
15-year-old NPF government.

Even after the signing of 
the framework agreement with 
NSCN(IM) in 2015 and six Naga 
nationalist political groups joining 
the talks separately, there has not 
been a breakthrough on the de-
cades-old Naga problem.

Impeachment of Khongo 
Konyak from NSCN(K) led to 
creation of a new rebel group 
and founder chief late S S 
Khalang’s nephew Yung Aung 
took over as its chairman.

Following appeals by the state 
government, Naga tribal bodies, 
FNR, Naga Mothers Association 
and Goan Burahs Federation, the 
NSCN(K) earlier this month de-
clared its willingness to re-enter 
into cease ire with the Centre.

The Nagaland Goan Burahs 
Federation recently took out a 
statewide peace rally seeking a 
solution to the long-pending issue 
from the Centre as a Christmas gift.

Nagaland, which came into 
being on December 1, 1963, has 
been experiencing insurgency for 
decades. Several Naga groups have 
been claiming not to be part of In-
dia and have been demanding a 
greater Nagalim.

Mid-year, Nagaland plunged 
into an emergency-like situation 
during monsoon season with lash 
loods and landslides damaging 

almost every part of the state. Sev-
eral villages in the 12 districts re-
mained cut off from the mainland.

The state government submit-
ted a proposal of around Rs 800 
crore to the Centre for relief and 
rehabilitation work.

In November, a team of the 
15th Finance Commission led by 
its Chairman N K Singh visited the 
state and assured that it would 
make a “very positive and sympa-
thetic and innovative approach to 
fast track the development of the 
economy of Nagaland”.

The year also witnessed resur-
gence of the demand for inclusion 
of Dimapur district into the fold 
of Inner Line Permit. Apex stu-
dents’ body Naga Students’ Fed-
eration carried out mass public 
rallies demanding ILP imposition 
in Dimapur fearing mass exodus 
of illegal immigrants into the 
state following Assam’s declara-
tion of the inal draft of National 
Register of Citizens.

The students’ body as well as 
Nagaland Tribes Council have been 
accusing the state government of 
inaction in opposing the proposed 
Citizenship Amendment Bill while 
the government has standing on 
Nagaland being protected by the 
Inner Line Regulatory Act.

Towards the year-end, 2.5 lakh 
visitors came together for the 
Hornbill festival at Naga heritage 
village Kisama. Billed as the “festi-
val of festivals”, it has been show-
casing the rich culture and tradi-
tion of the state.

Bangla polls: 
BSF to issue 
high alert 
along Tripura 
border
A , D  24 
(PTI): High alert will 
be sounded along the 
international border in 
Tripura, hours before 
the Bangladesh general 
election, as the BSF steps 
up efforts to avert any 
“untoward situation” in 
the poll-bound country, 
a senior of icial said here 
Monday.

Tripura shares 
856-km-long border with 
the neighbouring coun-
try. Bangladesh is set to 
go to polls on December 
30. Pitted against the 
Sheikh Hasina-led ruling 
Awami League (AL) and 
its various allies is the 
Bangladesh Nationalist 
Party (BNP) which had 
boycotted the last parlia-
mentary elections.

Security has already 
been beefed up in the 
border areas in Tripura 
to check in iltration bids, 
the senior Border Secu-
rity Force (BSF) of icial 
said. “Our main objec-
tive is to check influx 
of anti-social elements. 
We will ensure that 
law and order is main-
tained along the border 
to avoid any unpleasant 
situation in poll-bound 
Bangladesh,” said AK 
Yadav, the officiating In-
spector General (IG) of 
BSF, Tripura Frontier.

Talking to reporters, 
Yadav claimed that mil-
itancy has been largely 
contained in Tripura ow-
ing to persistent efforts 
by security forces over 
the past few years.

“Law enforcement 
agencies of Bangladesh 
have also adopted a zero 
tolerance attitude to an-
ti-Indian activities on 
their soil and our joint ef-
forts have paid off well,” 
he said.

The IG, however, cau-
tioned against militant 
activity in the border 
areas, given the fact that 
Bangladesh law enforce-
ment agencies have de-
molished their hideouts 
in the past few months.

“The militants often 
befriend local people or 
try and make inroads 
into the country with the 
help of their relatives re-
siding here,” he said. 

BJP approaches SC seeking 
permission to hold Rath Yatra in WB

N  D , D  24 
(PTI): The BJP on Mon-
day approached the Su-
preme Court against a 
Calcutta High Court or-
der not allowing its Rath 
Yatra in West Bengal.

The party, which 
sought an urgent hearing, 
has planned to launch 
the yatra from three dis-
tricts of the state.

The BJP has chal-
lenged the Friday order 
of the division bench 
of the high court which 
had set aside the order 
of a single judge allow-
ing the yatra.

The party approached 
the Supreme Court seek-
ing permission to hold 
the campaign ‘Save De-
mocracy Rally’, which 
would cover 42 parlia-
mentary constituencies 
in the state ahead of the 
2019 general elections.

The apex court has 
received an appeal from 
the BJP against the high 
court division bench’s or-
der, an of icial of the Su-
preme Court Registry said.

The of icial said the 
petition is under scrutiny. 
Later, advocate Mahesh 
Aggarwal, who has iled 
the petition on behalf of 
the BJP, said effort is being 
made so that the plea is 
heard in a day or two.

The apex court, at 
present, is on vacation 
till January 1.

The BJP has sought an 
urgent hearing of its spe-
cial leave petition.

The high court’s divi-
sion bench, comprising 
Chief Justice Debasish 
Kargupta and Justice 
Shampa Sarkar, Friday 
send the case back to the 
single bench to consid-
er intelligence inputs by 

state agencies.
The two judges’ 

bench order came after 
hearing an appeal moved 
by the West Bengal gov-
ernment, challenging the 
Thursday order of the 
single judge.

The division bench 
also asked the sin-
gle-judge bench of Justice 
Tapabrata Chakraborty 
to hear the case afresh to 
consider the intelligence 
inputs and dispose the 
matter expeditiously.

The rallies, according 
to the original schedule, 
were supposed to be 
launched by BJP pres-
ident Amit Shah from 
Bengal’s Cooch Behar 
district on December 
7, Kakdwip in South 24 
Parganas on December 
9 and from Tarapith tem-
ple in Birbhum on De-
cember 14.

Christmas festivities grip Assam
G , D  24 
(PTI): The Christmas 
festivity gripped Assam 
on Monday with Church-
es decorated with na-
tivity scenes, brightly lit 
X-mas trees, colourful 
lights and singing of car-
ols to commemorate the 
birth of Jesus Christ.

With a festive atmo-
sphere prevailing in the 
state where Christian-
ity is the third largest 
religion, private homes 
belonging to both Chris-
tians and other people 
were lit up with decora-
tive lights and stars add-
ing to the happy festival.

Shops selling Christ-

mas trees, bright tree or-
naments, colourful bub-
bles, lanterns, stars, San-
ta clauses, red caps have 
sprang up along roads.

People have started 
thronging the 175-year 
old Christ Church founded 
in 1844, Guwahati Bap-
tist Church established in 
1845 as well as Don Bosco 
Church along with other 
churches in the state.

Besides thronging the 
churches to attend spe-
cial prayers and soak in 
the festive atmosphere, 
people are also visit-
ing various public halls 
where Christmas cele-
brations and carols were 

sung spreading the mes-
sage of peace among all.

Christmas cheer also 
gripped the hill district 
of Dima Hasao where 
the Christian population 
is nearly 30 per cent and 
Karbi Anglong where the 
faithfuls comprise 16.5 
per cent of the population 
as per the 2011 census.

As per records, two 
Portuguese Jesuit mis-
sionaries - Cabral and 
Cacella - were the irst 
Christian Missionaries 
to set foot in Assam fol-
lowed by missionary 
work by Nathan Brown 
and Oliver Cutter from 
USA in 1836.

Security beefed up in Bengal for 
X-Mas, New Year festivities
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Bajrang, Vinesh emerge new 
superstars of Indian wrestling in 2018

AMANPREET SINGH
N  D , D  24 (PTI): Ba-
jrang Punia and Vinesh Phogat 
attained superstardom with 
historic medals but two other 
history-makers found them-
selves grappling for relevance 
in a year during which Indian 
wrestling moved towards a 
hitherto unexplored contracts 
system. With the national fed-
eration’s decision to introduce 
a contracts system for 150 
grapplers in India, the sport is 
set to be professionalised like 
never before.

What was more historic 
than this move was the way Ba-
jrang and Vinesh meticulously 
went about giving solid perfor-
mances through the year.

It was not just the gold 
medals but the manner in 
which the two won them, 
which raised hopes of India 
getting its irst gold-medallist 
in the sport come Olympics in 
less than two years’ time.

Speaking of Olympics, 2018 
was largely forgettable for Su-
shil Kumar -- India’s only dou-
ble Olympic-medallist -- and 
Sakshi Malik -- the country’s 
irst and only woman wrestler 

to win a medal at the biggest 
stage. Sushil still had a CWG 
gold, albeit in a not-so-strong 
ield, to take comfort from but it 

was a stunning downward spi-
ral that Sakshi went through.

Sakshi’s CWG and Asian 
Games ended in tears, al-
though she did win a bronze in 
the former event in Gold Coast. 
The 26-year-old admitted that 
she needs to be mentally stron-
ger to pull off close bouts.

On the other hand, Sushil’s 
Asian Games challenge fell lat 
in the irst round itself but he 
rejected suggestions that his 

dominance was coming to 
an end. Instead, he remained 
bullish about his prowess and 
insisted that he has un inished 
business at the Tokyo Games.

The year 2019 -- in which 
the World Championship will 
be a chance to book Olympic 
quota berths -- will determine 
if the two grapplers remain rel-
evant to Indian wrestling.

Before the Worlds in Sep-
tember in Astana, there will be 
plenty of events, including the 
Asian Championship in Ashga-
bat, Turkmenistan which will 
provide hints on what lies in 
store for these two.

Despite the fact that the 
two are not in great form, 
the recent Nationals in Gon-
da failed to throw up any re-
placements in their respective 
categories.

Sakshi easily won the na-
tional title to inally draw 
something positive out a large-
ly disappointing year. And the 
74kg men’s category does not 
have anyone who is even close 
to what Sushil is even now.

The Commonwealth Games 

may not be the best yardstick 
but considering that the Asian 
bloc is a powerhouse of the 
sport, Bajrang and Vinesh’s 
gold medals at the Jakarta 
Games assume signi icance.

Vinesh began her victo-
rious Jakarta campaign with 
a revenge win over Chinese 
Yanan Sun against whom she 
suffered the career-threaten-
ing knee injury which ended 
her Rio Olympics campaign in 
excruciating pain.

In the next bout she 
brushed aside the challenge of 
Korea’s Hyungjoo Kim by tech-
nical superiority, ending the 
bout with a four-point throw.

Her semi inal lasted just 75 
seconds as she moved into the 
inal with a ‘ itley’ and grabbed 

the gold with ease, outplaying 
Japan’s Yuki Irie.

These are the same oppo-
nents, who are likely to igure 
in the 50kg category in Tokyo, 
and experts believe that with 
such class, Vinesh will be a 
strong contender for a medal.

While Vinesh missed out 
on adding a World Champion-

ship medal to her kitty due to 
an injury, Bajrang won a silver 
at Budapest Worlds to end the 
year with medals at every ma-
jor championship this season.

However, the defeat in the 
world championship inal was 
a reminder that his defence 
on the leg attack is still a work 
in progress. Japan’s Takuto 
Otoguro kept attacking Ba-
jrang’s right leg and he could 
not ind a way out and had to 
settle for a second-place inish.

This was after his dominat-
ing show throughout the year 
at the CWG, Tbilisi Grand Prix, 
Yasar Dogu International and 
Asian Games. Bajrang ended 
the year as world number one 
in 65kg, though an elbow inju-
ry pegged him back slightly.

The other Phogats Ritu, 
Sangeeta, Babita and Gee-
ta more or less endured a 
quiet year and even missed 
out on appearing for Asian 
Games trials.

But one woman, who bit 
by bit created her own space 
in Indian wrestling was Pooja 
Dhanda. She added a World 

Championship bronze to her 
CWG gold.

In most of her bouts, she 
trailed overwhelmingly but 
managed to bridge the gap 
and tilt the result in her favour. 
This was in complete contrast 
to what Sakshi was doing.

Pooja became only the 
fourth Indian woman after 
Alka Tomar, Geeta and Babita 
to win a medal at the Worlds.

The Wrestling Federation 
of India (WFI) earned some ap-
plause for pumping in money 
in the sport by striking a deal 
with the Tata Motors.

In a three-year deal as Indi-
an wrestling’s principal spon-
sor, Tata Motors’ will support 
the development of the sport 
at various levels.

It’s first benefit is already 
there to be seen with WFI 
offering central contracts to 
150 wrestlers.

The top A Grade, which of-
fers Rs 30 lakh as support, ini-
tially had just Bajrang, Vinesh 
and Pooja but WFI later added 
Sushil and Sakshi’s name after 
realizing that the duo’s reputa-
tion took a hit.

But given their below-par 
results this year, it didn’t seem 
to be an unfair call to keep 
them out of the top bracket.

The coming year is an im-
portant one for all Olympic dis-
ciplines and Indian wrestling 
can only hope for better results 
with foreign coaches set to join 
the national camp.

For the irst time, the WFI 
has managed to procure ser-
vices of a coach from Asian 
powerhouse Iran. Hossein 
Karimi is set to join along with 
Andrew Cook of USA and Geor-
gia’s Temo Kazarashvili on a 
one-year contract.

Kumbh Mela 2019 to be spread over larger area
A , D  24 (PTI): 
One of the largest religious 
gatherings in the world - the 
Kumbh Mela - will be this time 
spread over an area of 45 km 
from the earlier 20 km radius.

Pilgrims visiting the holy 
city will also get a glimpse of 
Akshay Vat, a Banyan Tree held 
sacred by Hindus, and Saras-
wati Koop, a well believed to 
be the source of the mythical 
Saraswati River.

Prayagraj Mayor Abhilas-
ha Gupta Nandi told PTI, “The 
area of the Kumbh Mela has 
almost doubled this time. Ear-
lier, the Kumbh Mela used to be 
spread over an area of of 15-20 
km. Now, the mela is spread 
over an area of 45 km.

Elaborating on the impor-
tance of Akshay Vat, the mayor 
said, Akshay Vat is found only 
in four places across the coun-
try, and at these places the 

Kumbh is held. According to 
folklore, the tree, which is in-
side the Allahabad Fort (under 
Army control) has the power 
to ful il wishes.

She added that a new road 
leading to the tree is being 
built to facilitate pilgrims.

According to legend, sage 
Markandeya once asked Lord 
Narayan to give him a glimpse 
of divine power. Narayan 
looded the entire world for 

a moment, during which only 
the Akshay Vat at Prayagraj 
could be seen above water lev-
el, she said.

Saraswati Koop is also locat-
ed inside the Allahabad Fort. An 
idol of Goddess Saraswati is be-
ing installed,” she said.

According to UP govern-
ment of icials, it is for the irst 
time that devotees will be ar-
riving in the city through land, 
air and water routes. Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi, 
during his visit to the city earlier 
this month, said devotees will be 
able to offer prayers at Akhsay 
Vat, which has been closed for 
years, during Ardha Kumbh.

I am here to give you good 
news. This time, devotees will 
be able to visit Akshay Vat in 
Ardha Kumbh, the prime min-
ister had said.

For the irst time, an Inte-
grated Control Command and 
Centre has been established in 
the Kumbh area.

UP Chief Minister Yogi 
Adityanath had recently said 
that it is the endeavour of the 
government that the Kumbh 
turns out to be darshaniye 
(worth seeing), adbhut (amaz-
ing), divya (divine) and bhavya 
(grand).

Kumbh will prove to be a 
con luence of our age-old tra-
ditions and culture with mo-

dernity and technology. It will 
be a New India and New Kum-
bh, Adityanath had said.

After former President Ra-
jendra Prasad, it was Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi who 
visited Akshay Vat and Saras-
wati Koop. Ambassadors 
from nearly 70 countries had 
also visited Prayagraj to get a 
glimpse of the preparations 
for the mega event, Adityanath 
had said.

Yesterday, while address-
ing the Yuva Kumbh held in 
Lucknow, Adityanath had said, 
“Kumbh is a symbol of India’s 
unity and integrity, and its spir-
it is that youth power should be 
used for nation building. The 
state government will make ef-
forts to provide all possible fa-
cilities to pilgrims at the Kum-
bh. The state government will 
also establish grand statues of 
Bharadwaj muni and Goddess 

Saraswati in Prayagraj.
The Mela draws lakhs of 

pilgrims over the course of 
approximately 55 auspicious 
days to bathe at the sacred con-
luence of the Ganga, the Yamu-

na, and the mythical Saraswati.
Kumbh Mela is celebrated 

four times over a course of 12 
years. The geographical loca-
tion of Kumbh Mela covers 
four locations in India with 
the mela site rotating from 
Haridwar (Uttarakhand) on 
the Ganga, Ujjain (Madhya 
Pradesh) on Shipra, Nashik 
(Maharashtra) on Godavari to 
Prayagraj at the confluence of 
the Ganga, the Yamuna, and 
the mythical Saraswati.

The 2019 Kumbh Mela will 
commence on January 15 on 
Makar Sankranti which will 
be the irst bathing day. Ma-
hashivratri on March 4 will 
mark the last bathing day.

Dhoni returns to India’s T20 squad for NZ 
series, Pant dropped from ODI side

N  D , D  24 
(PTI): MS Dhoni Monday 
returned to India’s T20 
squad for the February 
series against New Zea-
land, while young wick-
etkeeper-batsman Rish-
abh Pant was dropped 
from the ODI squad.

Dhoni’s return comes 
as a surprise since he 
was dropped from the 
T20s against Australia 
only last month. The 
reason cited by the se-
lectors at that time was 
that they were looking 
for a second wicketkeep-
er in the format.

However, justifying 
the 37-year-old’s selec-
tion, a BCCI of icial, on 
conditions of anonymity, 
told PTI, “Since there are 
only eight ODIs (three 
against Australia and ive 
against New Zealand), 

selectors want to give 
MS as much game time 
as possible (before the 
World Cup). Three T20Is 
means 11 internation-
al matches through the 
next one month.”

In the ODI squad, the 
21-year-old Pant’s axing 
is the only change that 
the selectors have made 
to the side that competed 
against the West Indies 
in a home series in Oc-
tober-November. India 

are currently engaged in 
a Test series against Aus-
tralia and will play three 
ODIs against them start-
ing January 12 in Sydney.

This will be followed 
by a limited-overs en-
gagement with New Zea-
land, starting with ive 
ODIs from January 23. 
The three T20 Interna-
tionals against Kiwis are 
lined up from February 6.
The squads:

India’s squad for ODI 

series against Australia 
and New Zealand: Vi-
rat Kohli (Capt), Rohit 
Sharma (VC), KL Rahul, 
Shikhar Dhawan, Ambati 
Rayudu, Dinesh Karthik, 
Kedar Jadhav, MS Dhoni 
(WK), Hardik Pandya, 
Kuldeep Yadav, Yuzven-
dra Chahal, Ravindra 
Jadeja, Bhuvneshwar 
Kumar, Jasprit Bumrah, 
Khaleel Ahmed, Moham-
med Shami.

India’s squad for T20I 
series against New Zea-
land: Virat Kohli(Capt), 
Rohit Sharma (vc), KL 
Rahul, Shikhar Dhawan, 
Rishabh Pant, Dinesh 
Karthik, Kedar Jadhav, 
MS Dhoni (WK), Hardik 
Pandya, Krunal Pandya, 
Kuldeep Yadav, Yuzven-
dra Chahal, Bhuvnesh-
war Kumar, Jasprit Bum-
rah, Khaleel Ahmed.

Langer surprised at ICC’s 
Perth rating, seeks bat-ball 
balance to avoid boredom

M , D  24 
(PTI): Australia coach 
Justin Langer Monday 
expressed surprise that 
the ICC had rated the 
Perth pitch ‘average’, say-
ing Test cricket becomes 
“boring” in the absence 
of balance between bat 
and ball.

“I was really sur-
prised (about Perth rat-
ing). A couple of deliv-
eries stayed low, but I 
thought it was entertain-
ing Test cricket. That was 
the fastest pitch I’ve ever 
seen in Perth and I’ve 
been there a long time,” 
he said.

Australia won the 
second Test against India 
in Perth to restore parity 
in the four-match series.

About the Melbourne 
Cricket Ground, venue 
for the third Test, he 
offered caution know-
ing how the pitch plays 
out over the course of 
ive days.

“It’s great to see some 
grass. I’ve said forev-
er the most important 
thing in Test cricket are 
the pitches. If you have 
great pitches you’ll have 
contest between bat and 
ball, then Test cricket will 
be alive and well.

“If we play on lat 
wickets then it becomes 
a boring game and 
that’s from someone 
who loves Test cricket. 
Hopefully it’s a contest 
between bat and ball be-
cause it’s important, not 
just for this series but 
also for world cricket.”

Langer was full of 
praise for Nathan Lyon 
who has taken 16 wick-
ets in two Tests, and has 
been a pivotal member 
of the attack.

He talked up his duel 
with Kohli, whom Lyon 
has dismissed seven 
times in Test cricket.

“I hope it’s 11 by the 
end of the series be-
cause we know Virat 
is another level. That 
hundred in the first 
innings is an unbeliev-
able Test innings. He’s 
a great player and great 
bowlers get out the 
great batsmen.

“They are great 
players for a reason 
because they stand up 
under pressure. Kohli 
does that, and Nathan 
Lyon doing it at the mo-
ment. He’s turned into a 
world-class bowler. The 
other thing about him is 
there’s some real con-
fidence and he shows 
great leadership.

“He hasn’t got a title 
at the moment - and his 
fielding is like a gazelle. 
He seems really settled 

off the field and he’s 
having a big impact on 
it.” The rubber is pegged 
at 1-1, with India win-
ning the first Test at Ad-
elaide and then Austra-
lia claiming the second 
in Perth.

“We fought hard in 
Adelaide without the 
result so it’s disheart-
ening. Then to win one, 
it’s nice to get rewarded 
for the work the boys 
are doing. There were 
some really good signs 
in Perth,” said the coach.

Australia will have 
a decision to make as 
all-rounder Mitchell 
Marsh looks poised to get 
in the side in place of Pe-
ter Handscomb who has 
looked out of sorts.

“In a perfectly bal-
anced side you have 
someone who can bowl 
some overs so Mitch be-
comes an attractive com-
modity on a wicket, un-
like Adelaide and Perth 
were we knew it would 
be an even contest.

“Our pacers had been 
lucky, they have bowled 
less overs than the Indi-
ans at the moment, par-
ticularly Jasprit Bum-
rah, and the more we 
can look after those guys 
the better. It will come 
down to that decision,” 
Langer added.

He said that the duo 
has their own strengths, 
but the inal call will be 
made keeping the bal-
ance of the side in mind.

“We weight up all 
those things. Pete’s a very 
good player of spin bowl-
ing and Mitch is a good 
player of spin too. They 
are the hard decisions. 
You generally talk about 
one position and they are 
the ones that give you the 
most headaches.”

The war of words be-
tween Tim Paine and Virat 
Kohli was a throwback to 
the heydays of Australian 
cricket for Langer.

“I loved watching 
that. We saw a bit of 
Aussie humour - call it 
sledging, banter, what 
you like. There was a bit 
of humour to it, and we 
pride ourselves on that. 
The great days I have 
seen in Australian crick-
et, that’s all it is.

“It’s so much fun, 
that’s why when people 
tell me ‘there can’t be 
any speaking out on the 
ground’. I say it’d make it 
boring, like playing on a 
lat wicket,” Langer said.

Kohli’s heated ex-
changes with his Aus-
tralian counterpart 
Paine in the second Test 
have been a subject of 
discussion.

Aim is to be in top 
50, says Prajnesh

C , D  24 (PTI): 
India’s number one sin-
gles player Prajnesh Gun-
neswaran, who is coming 
off a successful season 
during which he won two 
Challenger titles, said 
2018 was his best year 
and the aim was to “ide-
ally be in the top 50”.

“2018 has been my 
best season. I’m looking 
to have a better 2019. I 
have given myself a good 
platform to push and I 
hope that happens,” the 
29-year old left-hander, 
ranked 107 in the ATP 
rankings (as of Dec 24), 
said. The Chennai player, 
who has overcome inju-
ries to ight his way back 
into the circuit, said the 
priority was to stay in the 
top 100.

“I mean being inside 
the top 100, possibly 
if I do well there is a 
chance to be in the top 
50 in the world. But I 
am more interested in 
making sure I improve 
enough to be able to 
compete in the Tour lev-
el, in the Tour events.

“... And as I long I am 
inside the top 100, then 
I have done a decent job 
of keeping my ranking 
and my level. But the 
goal would ideally be to 
get around 50,” Prajnesh 
said on the sidelines of 
a TNTA event to honour 
past and present players 
from Tamil Nadu here 
Sunday night.

Asked whether he in-
tended to play more Tour 
events in 2019, he said 
initially he would partici-
pate in some Challengers 
and some Tour events 
and later take a call de-
pending on how well 
he does in them. On the 
areas he has improved, 

Prajnesh felt he was get-
ting better in playing at-
tacking tennis.

“I think I have started 
playing better attacking 
tennis. My return of serve 
has also gotten better. 
Overall, a better match 
player...mainly due to the 
volume of tournaments I 
played over the last two 
years,” he added.

Prajnesh, who trains 
at the Waske Tennis 
Academy in Germany, 
said he was putting in 
more work than he nor-
mally used to in training.

“Because I need to 
start preparing to be able 
to play ive sets. I think 
it could be a possibility 
pretty soon. Hopefully 
something that I have to 
regularly do. So yeah I 
have been training more 
than I normally do.”

About the chances in 
the Davis Cup quali iers 
against Italy to be played 
in Kolkata in February, Pra-
jnesh said the Indian team 
will put up a good ight.

“Italy are de initely a 
very strong side and the 
task ahead is not an easy 
one. They have six play-
ers within the top 100 
in the team. But then we 
have a slight advantage 
because we will not only 
be playing at home but 
also on grass,” he added.

Prajnesh also said 
being the No.1 player or 
the No.2 in the team does 
not matter much once he 
steps on the court.

“To be honest, being 
the top singles player in 
the country will add a 
little more responsibility 
in Davis Cup...but then 
when you step on the 
court it doesn’t matter 
whether you are the No.1 
player or No.2. 
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Hunt for survivors as Indonesian 
tsunami death toll tops 280

C  (I ), 
D  24 (AFP): Indone-
sian rescuers raced to 
ind survivors Monday 

after a volcano-triggered 
tsunami killed at least 
281 people, with experts 
warning the devastated 
region could be slammed 
by more deadly waves.

Rescue teams used 
their bare hands, diggers 
and other heavy equip-
ment to haul debris from 
the stricken area around 
the Sunda Strait, as thou-
sands were evacuated to 
higher ground.

The powerful tsunami 
struck without any warn-
ing on Saturday night, 
sweeping over popular 
beaches of southern Su-
matra and the western 
tip of Java and inundating 
tourist hotels and coastal 
settlements.

More than 1,000 peo-
ple were injured and the 
death toll “will contin-
ue to rise”, said disaster 
agency spokesman Suto-
po Purwo Nugroho.

Hundreds of build-
ings were destroyed 
by the wave that left a 
tangled mess of corru-

gated steel roo ing, tim-
ber and rubble at Carita 
beach, a popular spot for 
day-trippers on the west 
coast of Java.

Beachside cottages at 
one resort were lattened 
while the dining room’s 
mud-caked loor was 
strewn with smashed 
chairs and tables, uten-
sils and spilled cups of 
ice cream.

In the lobby, a Christ-
mas tree remained 
standing, surrounded by 
fallen holiday ornaments 
and toppled-over lower 
pots. “The military and 
police are searching the 
ruins to see if we can ind 
more victims,” said Dody 
Ruswandi, a senior of icial 
at the disaster agency, add-
ing that the rescue effort 
was likely to last a week.

In devastated Su-
karame village, Su-
narti waded through 
knee-deep water as she 
searched for belongings 
outside her destroyed 
house - and waited for 
aid to arrive.

“There’s been no help 
at all so far,” the 61-year-
told AFP from the lat-

tened hamlet.
“Some people are 

starving.”
Indonesian president 

Joko Widodo visited the 
area Monday.

It was the third major 
natural disaster to strike 
Indonesia in the space of 
six months, following a 
series of powerful earth-
quakes on the island of 
Lombok in July and Au-
gust and a quake-tsu-
nami in September that 
killed around 2,200 peo-
ple in Palu on Sulawesi 
island, with thousands 
more missing and pre-
sumed dead.

The vast archipelago 
nation is one of the most 
disaster-prone nations 
on Earth due to its po-
sition straddling the so-
called Paci ic Ring of Fire, 
where tectonic plates 
collide.

Experts say Satur-
day’s tsunami was likely 
triggered by a massive 
underwater landslide fol-
lowing an eruption of the 
Anak Krakatoa volcano 
in the Sunda Strait.

Unlike those caused 
by earthquakes, which 

trigger alert systems, 
such tsunamis give au-
thorities very little time 
to warn residents of the 
impending threat.

“It happened very 
quickly,” said survivor 
Ade Junaedi.

“I was chatting with a 
guest at our place when 
my wife opened the 
door and she sudden-
ly screamed in panic. I 
thought there was a ire, 
but when I walked to 
the door I saw the water 
coming.” Richard Teeuw, 
a geohazard expert from 
the University of Ports-
mouth in England, said 
the eruption and land-
slide may well have de-
stabilised the volcano, 
heightening the risk of 
another tsunami.

“The likelihood of fur-
ther tsunamis in the Sun-
da Strait will remain high 
while Anak Krakatoa vol-
cano is going through its 
current active phase be-
cause that might trigger 
further submarine land-
slides,” Teeuw said.

Dramatic video 
posted on social media 
showed a wall of water 

suddenly crashing into 
a concert by pop group 
“Seventeen” - hurling 
band members off the 
stage and then looding 
into the audience.

Two band members 
were killed along with 
its manager, while three 
others, including the 
lead singer’s wife, are 
missing.

Front man Rie ian Fa-
jarsyah posted a picture 
online of he and his wife 
kissing in Paris

with the Eiffel Tower 
in the background.

“Today is your birth-
day - I want wish you 
a happy birthday in 
person. Come home 
soon, honey,” he wrote 
in the caption of the 
photo, which was 
posted Sunday.

Anak Krakatoa, 
which forms a small is-
land in the Sunda Strait 
between Java and Su-
matra, emerged around 
1928 in the crater left by 
Krakatoa, whose massive 
eruption in 1883 killed at 
least 36,000 people and 
affected global weather 
patterns for years.

Nawaz Sharif gets 7 yrs imprisonment 
in Al-Azizia case, acquitted in Flagship

SAJJAD HUSSAIN
I , D  
24 (PTI): An anti-
corruption court in 
Pakistan on Monday 
sentenced ousted prime 
minister Nawaz Sharif to 
seven years in jail in the 
Al-Azizia Steel Mills graft 
case while acquitting 
him in the Flagship 
Investments corruption 
case in the high-pro ile 
Panama Papers scandal.

Accountability Court 
II Judge Muhammad Ar-
shad Malik announced 
the verdict in the two re-
maining corruption cases 
against the Sharif family, 
after reserving the deci-
sion last week.

In its decision, Judge 
Malik said there was con-

crete evidence against 
the 68-year-old former 
premier in the Al-Aziz-
ia reference, and that he 
was unable to provide a 
money trail in the case, 
Geo TV reported.

Sharif was present in 
the court when the ver-
dict was announced.

The Supreme Court 
set the deadline for 
Monday to wrap up the 
remaining two corrup-
tion cases against the 
three-time former prime 
minister.

Three cases - Aven-
ield properties case, 

Flagship Investment 
case and Al-Azizia 
steel mills case - were 
launched by the Na-
tional Accountability 

Bureau on September 8, 
2017 following a judg-
ment by the apex court 
that disqualified Sharif.

Sharif was disqual-
i ied by the Supreme 
Court in the Panama Pa-
pers case in July, 2017.

In July, 2018 Sharif, 
his daughter Maryam 
and his son-in-law re-
tired captain Moham-
mad Safdar were sen-
tenced to 11 years, eight 
years and one year re-
spectively in prison in 
the Avenfield properties 
case related to their pur-
chase of four luxury lats 
in London through cor-
rupt practices. However, 
the three were bailed out 
by the Islamabad High 
Court in September.

Order signed for US military’s 
controversial Syria exit

Washington, Dec 24 
(AFP): The order to with-
draw American troops 
from Syria has been 
signed, the US military 
said Sunday, after Presi-
dent Donald Trump and 
his Turkish counterpart 
agreed to prevent a pow-
er vacuum in the wake of 
the controversial move.

The announcement 
that US troops would 
leave the civil war-
racked country -- where 
they have been deployed 
to assist in the multina-
tional ight against the 
Islamic State (IS) jihadist 
group -- shocked global 
partners and American 
politicians alike.

“The execute order for 
Syria has been signed,” a US 
military spokesperson told 
AFP when asked about the 
withdrawal order, without 
providing further details. 
Turkey was a rare ally that 
lauded Trump’s momen-
tous decision on Syria, a 
country where it will now 
have a freer rein to target 
US-allied Kurdish ighters 
who have played a major 
role in the war against IS 
but are deemed terrorists 
by Ankara.

Trump and President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
spoke by telephone on 
Sunday and “agreed to 
ensure coordination be-
tween their countries’ 
military, diplomatic and 
other of icials to avoid 
a power vacuum which 
could result following 
any abuse of the with-
drawal and transition 
phase in Syria,” the Turk-
ish presidency said in a 
statement. Late Sunday, 

Trump tweeted that Er-
dogan had assured him 
that any remaining IS 
ighters in Syria will be 

eliminated. “President 
@RT_Erdogan of Turkey 
has very strongly in-
formed me that he will 
eradicate whatever is left 
of ISIS in Syria,” Trump 
said in a Tweet around 
midnight Sunday, using 
another acronym for the 
jihadist group.

Repeating a pattern 
of admiring comments 
towards global strong-
men, Trump added that 
Erdogan “is a man who 
can do it.”

The US president 
concluded: “Our troops 
are coming home!” Hours 
earlier, Trump had tweet-
ed that he and Erdogan 
“discussed (IS), our mu-
tual involvement in Syria, 
& the slow & highly co-
ordinated pullout of US 
troops from the area.”

US politicians -- in-
cluding those from his 
own Republican party 
-- and international allies 
fear the withdrawal of the 
roughly 2,000 US troops 
is premature and would 
further destabilise the al-
ready devastated region. A 
US withdrawal, said Mutlu 
Civiroglu, a Kurdish affairs 
analyst, will open the 
way “for Turkey to start 
its operations against the 
Kurds, and a bloody war 
will begin.”

French President 
Emmanuel Macron on 
Sunday said he “deeply 
regretted” Trump’s de-
cision, and that “an ally 
must be reliable.”

US troops will leave 

under the auspices of a 
new Pentagon chief set 
to start next month, af-
ter Jim Mattis resigned 
from the post citing key 
differences, including on 
Syria, with the often-im-
pulsive Trump.

Several US politicians 
from both parties reject-
ed Trump’s claim that IS 
had been defeated, and 
the decision also caused 
alarm and dismay in 
the US military over the 
prospect of suddenly 
abandoning Washing-
ton’s Kurdish partners.

Trump’s sudden de-
cision sparked turmoil 
within his administra-
tion, prompting the res-
ignation of Brett McGurk, 
the special envoy to the 
anti-IS coalition, as well 
as Mattis.

Plans for the troop 
withdrawal will now be 
overseen by Deputy Sec-
retary of Defence Patrick 
Shanahan, who Trump 
on Sunday said would 
replace Mattis starting 
January 1.

Mattis, 68, had said 
he would leave at the 
end of February to 
allow a smooth tran-
sition for the next 
chief of the world’s top 
military power -- but a 
reportedly angry Trump 
accelerated his depar-
ture by two months.

Defence spokeswom-
an Dana White tweeted 
that Mattis would still 
assist in the handover, 
working with Shanahan 
to ensure the department 
“remains focused on the 
defence of our nation 
during this transition.” 

Technical 
problem 
disrupted UK 
airport, no 
sign of drones
L , D  24 (AP): 
Birmingham Airport in 
England says it has re-
solved a problem with its 
air traf ic control system 
that prevented lights 
from taking off or land-
ing for about two hours.

There was no indica-
tion the technical prob-
lem in Birmingham on 
Sunday was related to 
the drone sightings that 
caused major problems 
at London’s Gatwick Air-
port in recent days.

The grounded lights 
nevertheless caused their 
share of frustration and 
worry two days before 
Christmas. Passengers 
who had already boarded 
or reached departure gates 
were kept in a holding pat-
tern, while some arriving 
lights were diverted to oth-

er airports in England.

France takes 16 
migrants from 
boat poised to 
cross Channel
P , D  23 (AP): 
French maritime author-
ities have seized 16 mi-
grants, including two chil-
dren, from a ishing boat 
that allegedly was taking 
the passengers across the 
English Channel to Britain.

The regional mari-
time authority, or prefec-
ture, said in a statement 
that the boat didn’t have 
its navigation lights on 
or respond to communi-
cation attempts when it 
was spotted before dawn 
off the coast of Boulogne-
sur-mer on Sunday. 

Thousands of troops deployed in 
Bangladesh ahead of general elections

D , D  24 (PTI): 
Thousands of army troops 
were deployed across 
Bangladesh on Monday to 
provide security and help 
conduct parliamentary 
elections on December 30, 
amid concerns that vio-
lence could happen. The 
Election Commission on 
December 13 announced 
that the army will be de-
ployed as a striking force 
across the country during 
the 11th parliamentary 
elections and it will remain 
in the ield until January 2.

Election Commis-
sion’s Joint Secretary 
Farhad Ahmed Khan said 
that about 400-450 pla-
toons of the armed forces 
are deployed in 389 ar-
eas in 270 constituencies 
across the country. The 
army will work in 389 
designated areas and the 
navy in 18. It will also be 
in charge of operating 
the electronic voting ma-
chines (EMVs) to be used 

at 845 voting centres in 
six constituencies, the 
Dhaka Tribune reported.

Earlier this month, 
authorities deployed 
paramilitary border forc-
es in 87 bordering areas 
to control the law and 
order situation. Election 
Commissioner Ra iqul Is-
lam said the forces have 
been deployed to remove 
the fear of all including 
the political parties.

Major opposition par-
ties including jailed former 
prime minister Khaleda 
Zia’s Bangladesh Nation-
alist Party (BNP) and its 
alliance Jatiya Oikyafront 
(National United Front) 
have long been demanding 
army deployment for free 
and fair elections.

The opposition par-
ties have alleged that 
thousands of its leaders 
and activists have been 
arrested to weaken them.

The BNP has wel-
comed the Election Com-

mission’s decision to de-
ploy army in the country 
ahead of the elections.

“We welcome the deci-
sion to deploy army during 
the 11th Jatiya Sangsad 
polls. We sincerely believe 
that the deployment of 
army will help create a fair 
and neutral environment 
for the election which so 
far has not been in effect, 
BNP Secretary General 
Mirza Fakhrul Islam said 
in a press statement on 
Sunday. Stating that Ban-
gladesh Army has always 
been dedicated to serving 
the nation and its people, 
Fakhrul said the army 
won’t let its image be tar-
nished by working in a 
partisan way.

We hope every proud 
member of the Bangla-
desh Army would work 
for the sake of the coun-
trymen in an effective 
way, and not in favour 
of any individual or any 
particular group, he said. 
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ARIES :Could we get a shot of truth serum 
with that brandied eggnog? Today, as ex-
pressive Mercury butts up against nebulous 
Neptune, niceties and small talk won’t be 
your thing. But don’t hammer people with 
any harsh feedback, even if your fuse is 
short as you rush around to prepare for the 
celebrations. Compassion is what’s called 
for! Tonight, cross-cultural connections 
could heat up.
TAURUS: Let Vixen and Cupid valet 
your sleigh this Christmas Eve. With Mer-
cury blessing your sultry eighth house, 
celebrations could take a seductive turn. 
Position yourself under the mistletoe and 
just relax. And don’t let anyone pressure 
you into playing elf! With foggy Neptune 
throwing Mercury shade, it’s high time 
you passed the entertainment director’s 
baton to someone else in your squad.
GEMINI:Dreaming of a glamorous 
Christmas? With your ruler, Mercury, 
holding court in your decadent and ro-
mantic seventh house, forget about put-
tering around in your cozy yoga pants. 
Dress to the nines and hit the party 

circuit—or host a spontaneous soiree 
‘round your tree. For coupled Geminis, 
Santa’s big day could end with a pledge 
of exclusivity or even a proposal! Have 
you always felt an attraction to a certain 
friend of yours?
CANCER: Tis the season for giv-
ing, Cancer, and with Mercury moving 
through your sixth house of service, 
your generous spirit is fully awakened. 
But today, a nudge from healing Nep-
tune reminds you to add yourself to the 
list of people who deserve some gen-
erosity. While you want to make every-
one’s holiday merry and bright, that’s 
just exhausting. 
LEO  : It’s beginning to look a lot like 
Christmas—and those twinkly lights 
aren’t fading anytime soon. With social 
Mercury buzzing through your fun-lov-
ing fi fth house for the rest of the year, 
you’re the star on top of everyone’s 
tree. Feel free to assume the role of 
entertainment director and make Christ-
mas Eve, and the days that follow, lively 
for yourself and all those around you. 

Just make sure you do so inclusively! 
Someone else in your squad may want 
to play organizer as well. Be sensitive 
to that and plan together so this doesn’t 
devolve into a draining rivalry.
VIRGO: Toss a Yule log on the fi re and 
cozy up with your favorite plus-one(s). 
With your ruler, convivial Mercury, in your 
sentimental fourth house this Christmas 
Eve, you’ll prefer the company of your 
innermost circle. Volunteer to make a 
special dinner tonight or just go around 
making sure everyone’s cup is fi lled and 
that the playlist of carols doesn’t repeat 
too many times. Thanks to soothsayer 
Neptune’s infl uence, your Spidey senses 
will be strong.
LIBRA :Make people your priority this 
Christmas Eve, Libra. Who cares if you 
don’t hand-wrap every gift or if you’re 
wearing a dress you were already pho-
tographed in this season? If that opens 
up time for you to go mingle and share 
a cup of cheer, it’s worth it, even if you 
have to set aside some of your trademark 
perfectionism. People prefer the pleasure 

of your company!
SCORPIO:Valet that sleigh! A little holi-
day hedonism is sanctioned by the stars—
as long as you don’t start Prime’ing cases 
of Veuve after your second glass of bub-
bly! If you’re doing a last-minute gift grab, 
carry cash instead of buying on credit. 
That way, you won’t blow through your 
budget as you rush to stuff  everyone’s 
stocking. Treating yourself today?
SAGITTARIUS: You’re the most famous 
reindeer of all this Christmas Day, Sagit-
tarius, as buzzy Mercury zips through your 
sign! But with charitable Neptune pinging 
the messenger planet from your heartfelt 
fourth house, use that infl uence for good. 
Pick a “cause celebre” and post about it on 
social media. Make a donation, perhaps in 
lieu of physical gifts for the minimalists in 
your life.
CAPRICORN: You’re dreaming of 
a cozy Christmas! Huddling with your 
nearest and dearest will be especially 
heartwarming under today’s nostalgic 
skies—as long as everyone has a clear 
understanding about evening plans. Du-

eling agendas (with a friend, sibling or 
someone else in your party) could create 
friction, especially if you get swept into a 
situation that involves making small talk 
with random people!
AQUARIUS: With buzzy Mercury in your 
ultra-social eleventh house this Christmas 
Eve, chilling at home could spark serious 
cabin fever. At the very least, get some 
group bonding in early today. If you’re work-
ing, organize a holiday lunch or mid-after-
noon cookie break. Or meet up with your 
squad for a champagne toast before every-
one goes their separate ways.
PISCES :Tradition, tradition! Thanks to 
a spate of planets in your tenth house, 
you’re up for a Christmas Eve with all 
the trimmings. As your co-ruler, compas-
sionate and creative Neptune, chimes 
in, put a fresh spin on celebrations. How 
about hosting a spontaneous “Friends-
mas” for your pals who have nowhere to 
go tonight, or an afternoon gift-wrapping 
party? Make it ugly-sweater themed and 
spike the eggnog with something top-
shelf. Who knows? 

WINTER WONDERLAND! Cute couple -
Mariah Carey & Bryan Tanaka - are spotted doing some
Christmas shopping during a trip to Aspen, Colo.

Tom Hanks surprises fans at 
burger joint, buys them lunch

Anil Kapoor releases 
poster of ‘Ek Ladki Ko 

Dekha...’ on his birthday
M , D  24 (PTI): Anil Kapoor on Mon-
day unveiled the irst look of his next ilm, “Ek 
Ladki Ko Dekha To Aisa Laga”, in which he will 
be sharing screen space with daughter, actor 
Sonam K Ahuja for the irst time.

The veteran actor shared the poster on 
Twitter on his 62nd birthday today.

“Excited to present the irst look of 
#EkLadkiKoDekhaToAisaLaga. Honoured 
to begin this journey on my birthday along 
with my lovely daughter @sonamakapoor,” 
Anil wrote alongside the image.

Sonam took to Instagram to wish her 
father on his birthday and also shared the 
poster of the ilm, in which the actors will 
play father-daughter in reel life.

“What a day to release the irst poster 
of #EkLadkiKoDekhaTohAisaLaga. Happy 
Birthday Daddy @Anilkapoor! This ilm is 
a tribute to the father-daughter bond...” she 
wrote. The trailer of the ilm will be released 
on Thursday. Directed by Shelly Chopra Dhar, 
“Ek Ladki Ko Dekha...” is produced by Vidhu 
Vinod Chopra and Fox Star Studios.

Also starring Juhi Chawla and Rajkum-
mar Rao, the movie is slated for a February 
1, 2019 release.

Men are more 
sensitive and fragile: 

Jennifer Lopez

Keira Knightley considered quitting acting

L  A , D  24 (PTI): Hollywood veteran Tom Hanks 
lived up to his reputation of a nice and friendly guy as he sur-
prised customers at an In-N-Out Burger chain in California.

The 62-year-old Oscar-winning actor, who was at the joint 
with his actor wife Rita Wilson, bought lunch for several cus-
tomers waiting in the drive-thru, reported E! online.

Hanks and Wilson dined inside the restaurant.
A fan posted on Instagram a couple of photographs show-

ing Hanks and Wilson eating burgers at the branch, and the 
actor chatting with an employee at the counter and taking a 
sel ie with a customer.

“Tom sighed In-N-Out hats and took pictures with every-
one,” she told the publication.

“He was genuinely nice, laughing, talking with everyone 
and taking sel ies,” she added. “He wished us a Merry Christ-
mas on his way out.”

“Tom Hanks and his wife, Rita Wilson made a surprise stop in 
Fontana on Friday,” read a message posted on the city’s Facebook 
page. “Welcome to Fontana @tomhanks! Please visit us again.

Zero tries really hard 
but fails miserably

Zero begins well with two differently abled characters, played by Shah Rukh 
Khan and Anushka Sharma, celebrating life. But the Aanand L Rai ilm soon 

begins to falter. It suffers heavily from so many things including a weak and 
predictable screenplay.

When Zero begins in a sepia tone with Tigmanshu Dhulia as the villain and 
Shah Rukh Khan as the hero saving a woman, in a perfect 70s set-up, you laugh 

out loud. When it 
turns out to be a 
dream of Bauua 
Singh, who sees 
his ever-nagging 
father playing the 
baddie even in 
his subconscious 
mind, you laugh 
out louder. We are 
soon introduced 
to other charac-

ters in this regular household of small-town Meerut, where daily tussles are a 
part of life. But within the next half an hour, as you slowly slide into the actual 
story, you feel lost looking for logic behind the sudden surge of love/attrac-
tion (or whatever you want to call it) between a vertically challenged man 
(Bauua) and a scientist who suffers from cerebral palsy (Aa ia). And this lost 
feeling continues throughout till the end!

Zero begins well with two differently abled characters celebrating life. 
But only for some time. The Aanand L Rai film soon begins to falter. It suf-
fers heavily from so many things. A weak screenplay which is so predict-
able that even if you return to your seats a little late post the interval, you 
won’t miss anything in particular.

The plot takes you from the lanes of Meerut to the wide roads of US and 
even inside NSRA (NASA?). Why? You’ll keep connecting threads and have 
only suspension of disbelief at your disposal. And well, there is even a chimp, 
but he is too sensitive to listen to humans. And amid all this, India is gearing 
up for its Mars mission. Rejoice? Not really.

Katrina Kaif ’s Babita Kumari enters and exits the film without any im-
pact. Brilliant actors like Tigmanshu Dhulia, Sheeba Chaddha, Bijendra 
Kala and Abhay Deol are wasted. The only respite and moments of laugh-
ter that linger on are between SRK’s Bauua and his buddy Guddu Singh, 
played by Mohammad Zeeshan Ayyub.

The ilm boasted of some of the biggest cameos seen recently. There is 
Salman Khan in the song “Issaqbaazi”, also including Remo D’Souza and Ga-
nesh Acharya. Then there is a hoard of beautiful female actors who walked 
straight out of the Lux advertisement. But only Juhi Chawla and Sridevi stand 
out. Rest, including Kajol, Rani Mukerji, Deepika Padukone, Alia Bhatt and Ka-
risma Kapoor are forgettable.

L  A , D  24 (PTI): Pop diva Jen-
nifer Lopez believes men are ‘much more 
fragile and sensitive’ than women. The sing-
er said strong and assertive females have to 
‘tiptoe’ around their male counterparts.

“I think as women, we have to do that all 
the time. We’re said to be the more fragile, 
sensitive gender, but I think the truth is that 
men are much more fragile and sensitive. 
And we have to be stronger and more con-
scious of not hurting fragile egos at times.

“So it’s a line you do have to tiptoe on all 
the time - especially as a strong, assertive 
woman, which can be off-putting to men who 
are not con ident and secure on their own,” 
Lopez told Vanity Fair magazine. Meanwhile, 
the singer previously admitted it took her a 
‘long time’ to believe in herself.

L  A , D  24 (PTI): Hollywood star 
Keira Knightley has revealed that she thought 
of quitting acting following the overnight suc-
cess of “Pirates of the Caribbean”.

The actor said she nearly turned her back 
on Hollywood after suffering from Post trau-

matic stress disorder (PTSD).
In an interview with The Sunday Times’ 

Style magazine, Knightley was asked if she 
ever thought about quitting acting, she said, 
‘I did think about it. Particularly at the point 
when I had a breakdown. I had PTSD and 
panic attacks. I literally couldn’t work for a 
year and I didn’t know whether there would 
be an end to that.”

“I have a super-solid background and 

thank f**k for that. My family and my small 
but very close group of friends just wrapped 
me up. And I think, without that, it would 
have been a very different story. I knew I al-
ways had somebody there to cuddle me who 
didn’t want anything from me. Ultimately, I 

didn’t want them (the 
media and paparazzi) 
to win. The only thing 
I want to do is make 
ilms,” she added.

The actor said she 
found stardom “very 
intense and lonely”.

‘It was very intense 
and lonely. If there’s 
a camera at a party, 
I don’t think that’s a 
party, so I was never 
interested in being in 

that scene. I always wanted to be top of the 
class, and I always wanted to be perfect, and I 
always thought that I could just do fame right.

“I tried being 5lb heavier, but then 
people say you have cellulite, and then 
5lb lighter, and then you’re anorexic and 
causing people to die. It was just so much. 
But in a funny way I think I was quite lucky 
in that it was so insane that I sort of rec-
ognised it,” she said.


