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MANJUSRI PUBLIC SCHOOL
      

           ADMISSIONS FOR 2022 ACADEMIC SESSION

Applications for admission are now being accepted for the
2022 academic session for Grades KG - IX. Last date for accepting of 

application is 
30 September 2021 depending on availability of seats. Applications 

may be submitted online through the school website www.mpssikkim.
edu.in or at the City Campus office, M.G Marg.

Telephone enquiries may be directed to Mr. Christopher Rai: 03592 203093, 
9474838324

Chungyal Complex, M G Marg, Gangtok, Sikkim 737101
Email: mpsadmin@mpssikkim.edu.in

43 new cases, no Covid deaths and 3.36 
lakh residents fully vaccinated in Sikkim

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 21 SEPT: 
Sikkim’s tally of confirmed Covid cases 
crossed the 31,000-mark on Tuesday and 
currently stands at 31,014 with 43 fresh 
cases reported in the last 24 hours in the 
State. These 43 new cases were detected 
from the testing of 508 samples yesterday 
giving Sikkim a daily test positivity rate of 
8.4%.

Significantly, no new Covid deaths were 
reported here in the past 24 hours and the 
toll holds at 380.

As per the Daily Report of COVID-19 in 
Sikkim issued by the Integrated Disease 
Surveillance Programme of Health 

Department, while 27 of the new cases were 
picked up in RT-PCR testing of 290 samples 
and 16 others in rapid antigen testing of 
214 samples. 

Of the new cases, 29 were registered 
in East District, 08 in West District, 05 in 
South District and 01 in North District.

In the meantime, the number of active 
Covid cases in Sikkim dipped further to 627 
with the discharge of 70 more persons from 
home and facility isolation yesterday. The 
state’s figure of fully recovered cases has 
further improved to 29,700.

Most of the active cases in Sikkim are with 
symptoms mild enough to allow for them 
to recover under home or facility isolation 

and very are requiring hospitalization, of 
whom only five are currently admitted in 
ICU facilities at STNM Hospital and Central 
Referral Hospital.

Also yesterday, 11,460 more people 
received their Covishield vaccines here 
or whom 11,127 completed their vaccine 
schedule with the second dose while 333 
received their first jabs.

As of 6PM Tuesday, Sikkim had 
administered a little over 8.41 lakh vaccine 
shots, covering more than 5.15 lakh people, of 
whom 3,26,007 are now fully vaccinated.

Of the more than 8 lakh vaccine shots 
administered in the State, AEFIs [Adverse Event 
Following Immunization] is negligibly low at 
0.058%.

SC collegium recommends names to Centre, 13 
HCs to get new Chief Justices; Justice Biswanath 

Somadder recommended for Sikkim
 New Delhi, Sep 21 
(PTI): Thirteen high 
courts in the country will 
get new Chief Justices 
(CJs) as the Supreme 
Court collegium headed 
by CJI NV Ramana has 
recommended to the 
Centre eight names, 
including acting Calcutta 
High Court CJ, Justice 
Rajesh Bindal, for 
elevation and transfer of 
five sitting CJs to other 
high courts.

The collegium's 
decisions, reported 
earlier by PTI, were 
uploaded on the apex 
court's website on 
Tuesday.

Besides Justice 
Bindal, who would 
now become the Chief 
Justice of the Allahabad 
High Court if the 
Centre assents to the 
recommendation, there 
are other seven judges 
whose elevation as CJs 
have been recommended 
by the collegium which 
also comprises Justices 
UU Lalit and AM 
Khanwilkar.

The Supreme Court 
Collegium in its meeting 
held on 16th September, 
2021 has recommended 
elevation of Judges as 
Chief Justices of the High 
Courts, as mentioned..., 
the apex court's 
statement said.

Besides Justice 
Bindal, the Collegium has 
recommended names of 
Justices Ranjit V More, 
Satish Chandra Sharma, 
Prakash Srivastava, R 

V Malimath, Ritu Raj 
Awasthi, Aravind Kumar 
and Prashant Kumar 
Mishra for elevation as 
CJ of the high courts of 
Meghalaya, Telangana, 
Calcutta, Madhya 
Pradesh, Karnataka, 
Gujarat and Andhra 
Pradesh respectively.

In another statement, 
uploaded on the web site, 
the apex court provided 
the list of five Chief 
Justices who have been 
transferred to other high 
courts.

AA Kureshi, CJ of 
Tripura High Court, has 
been recommended 
to become CJ of the 
Rajsathan High Court, 
while Justice Indrajit 
Mahanty, the CJ of 
Rajasthan High Court 
would go to Tripura HC 
as the CJ, it said.

Chief Justice 
Mohammad Rafiq 
of Madhya Pradesh 
High Court has been 
recommended to head 
the Himachal Pradesh 
HC as the CJ, it said, 
adding that Chief Justice 
Biswanath Somadder of 
Meghalaya High Court 
would be transferred in 
the same capacity to the 
Sikkim High Court.

Chief Justice A K 
Goswami of the Andhra 
Pradesh High Court has 
been recommended to 
become the CJ of the 
Chhattisgarh High Court, 
the statement said.

Justice Bindal of 
Calcutta High Court has 
been in news recently 

due to his administrative 
and judicial decisions 
in matters related 
to political stand-off 
between the BJP and the 
Trinamool Congress in 
West Bengal.

Justice Kureshi, 
one of the senior-most 
high court judges in the 
country, was originally 
elevated as a judge in the 
Gujarat High Court and 
has been in news due to 
his non-elevation as a 
judge of the apex court.

As per the third 
statement uploaded on 
the apex court's web 
site, the collegium in 
its meeting held on 
September 16, has 
recommended transfer/
re-transfer 17 high court 
judges.

They are Justices 
Jaswant Singh, Sabina, T 
S Sivagnanam, Sanjaya 
Kumar Mishra, M M 
Shrivastava, Soumen 
Sen, Ahsanuddin 
Amanullah, Ujjal Bhuyan, 
Paresh R Upadhyay, M 
S S Ramachandra Rao, 
Arindam Sinha, A M 
Badar, Yashwant Varma, 
Vivek Agarwal, Chandra 
Dhari Singh, Anoop 
Chitkara and Ravi Nath 
Tilhari.

The collegium 
headed by CJI Ramana 
has been taking steps by 
recommending names 
to fill up a large number 
of vacancies in higher 
judiciary in the country.

After assuming 
charge as the 

IPR convenes consultation on advisory and 
guidelines proposed for digital media

Gangtok, 21 Sept 
[IPR]: A stakeholders’ 
consultation meeting 
was held today at 
Soochna Bhawan today 
to discuss the draft of two 
documents viz. ‘Social/ 
Digital Media Advisory’ 
and ‘Guidelines for 
Empanelment of Digital 
Media with the State IPR 
Department’.
The meeting was 
chaired by Secretary, 
IPR Department, 
Siporah G. Targain, and 
attended by Director, 
IPR, Benu Gurung, SP-
Crime Tenzing Loden 
Lepcha, representatives 
of Press Club of Sikkim, 
Journalists Union 
of Sikkim, Press 
Information Bureau, 
digital media houses, 
and officers of the IPR 
Department.

The meeting 
discussed the two 
documents prepared 
by the IPR Department 
to facilitate an enabling 
environment for digital 
media houses to operate 
in the State, while 
ensuring that journalistic 
ethics are adhered to. 

The advisory 

lays down safety tips 
for all social media 
users and also talks 
about provisions 
laid down under the 
Information Technology 
(Intermediary Guidelines 
and Digital Media Ethics 
Code) Rules, 2021, of the 
Ministry of Electronics 
and IT, Government of 
India dated 25 February, 
2021, the Code of 
Journalistic Ethics 
prescribed by the Press 
Council of India, the IT 
Act, 2000, as well as 
relevant sections of the 
IPC. 

The Empanelment 
Guidelines lays down 
the parameters of 
empanelment of digital 
media houses with the 

IPR Department.
Secretary, IPR 

Department, in her 
opening remarks said 
that the Advisory for 
Social/Digital Media 
Users in the State of 
Sikkim is an attempt of 
the State Government to 
bring about decorum in 
the digital media space, 
duly acknowledging the 
fundamental right of 
every citizen to express 
freely. 

At a time when 
the majority of the 
population engages 
on social media, it is 
imperative that people 
are made aware of the 
pros and cons of social 
media and thus have a 
safe online experience, 

she added. 
The Secretary 

expressed satisfaction 
that the Department 
has been successful 
in preparing the two 
vital documents. She 
said that the feedback 
from today’s meeting 
would be incorporated 
before finalizing the 
documents.

Director, IPR 
Department, said that 
the Department realized 
the importance of these 
two documents and 
started working on the 
drafts in the year 2019. 
Finally, after a round of 
consultations with the 
stakeholders and the 
Ministry of Information 
& Broadcasting, the draft 

has arrived at its present 
form. 

She added that today’s 
meeting was the last of 
such consultations, after 
which the documents 
would be submitted for 
Government approval.

Superintendent of 
Police, CID, welcomed 
the initiative of the 
Department and 
placed his suggestions 
especially with regard to 
the Advisory.

Representatives from 
the media presented 
their perspectives on 
both the documents and 
placed their suggestions.

It was decided 
that the feedback and 
suggestions from the 
meeting would be 
incorporated in the 
documents.

SJA organizes session on Local Laws on 
house rent, eviction and Court Fees

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 21 Sept:

Sikkim Judicial 
Academy [SJA] 

organised a session on 
Local Laws of Sikkim 
on 18 Sept, a press 
release informs. The 
session was organized for 
Judicial Officers via video 
conferencing. 

Acting Chief Justice, 
Justice Meenakshi Madan 
Rai, and Executive 
Chairperson, Sikkim State 
Legal Services Authority, 
addresses the session 
as a Resource Person 
and guided the session, 
the release adds. The 
participants were District 
Judges, Senior Civil Judges 
and Civil Judges.

The Local Law 
discussed during the 
session was on House Rent 
and Eviction, particularly 
the Gangtok Rent Control 
and Eviction Act of 1956 
and Notification No 
6326-600/H&WD dated 
14 April 1949 regulating 

letting and subletting of 
premises etc. 

The session also 
covered the Local Law 
related to Court Fees 
and Stamp Act - namely 
the Sikkim State Rules 
regarding Court Fees and 
Stamps on Documents 
1928 and The Sikkim 
Court Fees (Exemption 
and Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act, 1983 with 
the latest amendments.

During the session, 
Justice Rai discussed the 
grounds provided for 
eviction in the Gangtok 
Rent Control and 
Eviction Act, 1956 and 
Notification No. 6326-
600/H&WD regulating 
letting and subletting of 
premises etc. 

She discussed the 
concept of attornment 
which has been well 
explained in a number 

of judgments of the High 
Court of Sikkim, one of 
which is 2019 SCC Online 
Sik 86. It was informed 
that in all eviction suits, 
the Court is not required 
to go into the title of the 
property in question.

A detailed discussion 
was presented on 
“personal occupation” as 
mentioned in the 1956 Act 
and the 1949 Notification. 
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It was informed that earlier, there was a very 
narrow interpretation of the term, however, now it 
has been given a wider interpretation by the Supreme 
Court in a number of cases. 

Justice Rai also delved in detail on “bonafide use,” as 
well as “default” and “willful default”. It was informed 
that neither the 1956 Act nor the 1949 Notification 
mentions “willful default” nor the concept of notice.

With regard to the Court Fees and Stamp Act, she 
informed that the law on the subject was clear and the 
High Court of Sikkim has passed judgments on it.

During the entire session, Justice Meenakshi 
Madan Rai, discussed important judgments of the 
Apex Court and High Courts as well as shared her in-
depth knowledge of Law. 

SJA organizes session on Local Laws...

CJI in April this year, Justice Ramana has 
recommended nearly 100 names for appointment to 
different high courts, besides filling up nine vacancies 
of judges in the Supreme Court in one go.

The 25 high courts in the country have a combined 
sanctioned strength of 1,080 judges and on May 1, 
2021, they were functioning with 420 judges only.

The series of recommendations has been made 
close on the heels of a historic decision to recommend 
68 names in one go for judgeship in 12 high courts 
across the country.

Prior to that, in a historic decision on August 17, 
the Collegium headed by the CJI had recommended 
nine names, including three women, for elevation as 
judges of the Supreme Court.

The names were cleared with significant pace by 
the Centre leading to the swearing-in ceremony on 
August 31 when the new judges were administered 
oath of office as apex court judges.

The fresh recommendations assume significance 
in view of the statement made by the CJI in a recent 
function of the Bar Council of India that it has been 
his endeavour to address the issue of vacancies in the 
higher judiciary on an "urgent basis".

The CJI had said during the function that in another 
month, he expected that 90 per cent of vacancies will 
be filled.

SC collegium recommends 
names to Centre, ....

 PG AVIALABLE
 Pg available for boys and girl  near 

krishi bhawan upper tadong. 
Free wifi . Each room have attached 

bathroom with geyser
  For more details contact-9907307857

Governor visits Namgyal 
Institute of Tibetology

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 21 Sept: 

Governor Ganga 
Prasad visited 

Namgyal Institute of 
Tibetology here at 
Deorali today. 

In his brief address, 
the Governor stressed 
for more research on 
ayurveda and other 
traditional systems of 
medicine as there has 
been an increase in 
popularity and usage 
of Ayurveda across the 
world, a press release 
from Raj Bhavan informs. 

"There is a need for 
best form of medicine. 
A massive push already 
provided by the Ministry 
of AAYUSH to promote 
Ayurveda and other 
herbal medicines under 
the traditional system 
of medicine," the release 
quotes the Governor as 
saying. 

The Governor assured 
all possible support for 
further development of 
the Institute and also 
interacted with the 
officials and staff of the 
Institute. 

Earlier, the Governor 
was received by Minister 
for Culture Department, 
Samdup Lepcha, Director 
of NIT, PW Rinzing, 
and other officials. The 
Governor along with 
the Minister and Raj 
Bhavan Secretary visited 
the herbal medicine 
manufacturing unit at 
NIT. 

The NIT Director 
presented a progress 
report on projects 
underway and sought 
the Governor’s further 
assistance.

Hindi Week concludes at ICAR-Tadong
GANGTOK, 21 SEPT 
(PIB): The ICAR 
Research Complex for 
NEH Region, Sikkim 
Centre, Tadong, Gangtok, 
Sikkim   celebrated Hindi 
Week from 14 to 20 Sept, 
2021. 
The celebration was 
inaugurated on 14 Sept 
under the Chairmanship 
of Joint Director, Dr RK 
Avasthe, ICAR RC for NEH 
Region, Sikkim Centre, 
Tadong. In his inaugural 
address he highlighted 
the historical perspective 
of Rajbhasa Hindi and 
its origin from the 
Sanskrit and expressed 
satisfaction over the 
efforts being made by 
ICAR Sikkim Centre 
for implementation of 
Hindi in different official 
activities by involving all 
the staff members of the 
Centre. 

P r i n c i p a l 
Scientist (Veterinary 
Parasitology), Dr 
Ramgopal Laha spoke 
about the Rajbhasha 
Hindi and its popularity 
in Non-Hindi speaking 
staff and appreciated 
that the Non-Hindi 
speaking staff are being 
nominated for Hindi 
classes of Hindi teaching 
scheme of Govt of India. 

SMS (Plant Breeding) 
and Head (I/C), Dr 
JK Singh, ICAR-KVK 
Ranipool, Scientist Sr 

Scale (Horticulture), 
Dr SK Dutta and Asst 
Administration Officer, 
Manju Dural also 
shared their views 
and experiences while 
dealing Rajbhasha in 
their routine works 
and also appealed to 
all the staff members 
to participate in the 
various events being 
organized during the 
month of September 
and adopt Rajbhasa in 
their routine official 
work. 

He also emphasized 
on their importance 
of Hindi in national 
integration and its 
connectivity amongst 
the masses. Further, 
he highlighted the use 
of Hindi in training 

programme for the 
benefit of farming 
community and 
publication of extension 
material in Nepali, 
Hindi and English. 
Scientist (Agronomy)/
Member Secretary 
of Official Language 
I m p l e m e n t a t i o n 
Committee, Dr Amit 
Kumar highlighted the 
various activities carried 
out at the institute level 
and events/competition 
being organized during 
the Hindi Week like Essay 
Writing, Debates, Noting, 
Drafting, Extempore 
Debate Completion etc. 

The closing ceremony 
took place on 20 
Sept, 2021 wherein 
Principal Scientist & 
Joint Director (I/C), Dr 

Ramgopal Laha, ICAR 
Sikkim Centre, Tadong 
graced the function as 
the Chief Guest. In his 
address he shared about 
the factual scenario of 
Rajbhasha Hindi and 
its implementation in 
official correspondence. 

He underlined his 
long working experience 
in Hindi and in the 
various capacities 
of his career and 
found Hindi as a very 
beautiful language 
which adopts all the 
regional language in 
it. He appreciated the 
efforts being made by 
the ICAR under the 
leadership of Dr RK 
Avasthe to celebrate 
the Hindi Week such 
a big way and assured 

his support to ICAR and 
he also informed that 
in our state, Hindi is 
very popular among the 
massage and used as a 
link language for national 
integration. 

At the end of the 
programme prizes 
were distributed by the 
Joint Director to the 
winners of the different 
competition held during 
the Hindi Week. The 
entire Hindi Week was 
coordinated by Scientist 
and Member Secretary 
Official Language 
I m p l e m e n t a t i o n 
Committee, Dr Amit 
Kumar, ICAR Sikkim 
Centre. Scientist Sr Scale 
(Horticulture), Dr SK 
Dutta proposed the vote 
of thanks.

UPF-India confers Ambassador of 
Peace honour on ICFAI-Sikkim VC

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 21 Sept:

Dr Jagannath Patnaik, 
Vice Chancellor, ICFAI 

University, Sikkim, was 
conferred the honour of 
Ambassador for Peace 
by Universal Peace 
Federation of India at a 
virtual commemoration 
event organised on 
the occasion of United 
Nations International 
Day of Peace today, a 
press release informs.

The event was 
addressed Lok Sabha 
MP, Indra Hung Subba, 
former Minister 
of Nepal, Ek Nath 
Dhakal, Rajya Sabha 
MP Bhubaneshwar 
Kalita, Chief Priest, 
Radharamana Mandir, 
Archarya Shrivasta 
Goswami, and Vice 

Chancellor, RGU-
Guwahati, the release 
adds.

ICFAI University, 
Sikkim also celebrated 
the International Day 
of Peace at its campus 

here and appealed for 
universal brotherhood 
and “Vasudhaiva 
K u t u m b a k a m ” 
through Rangoli and 
congratulated the Vice-
Chancellor.

Work begins on Rurban Community Centre 
and Training Centre in Soreong

Soreong, 21 Sept 
[IPR]: On the occasion 
of Vishwa Shanti Puja, 
the Rural Development 
Department organized 
the foundation stone 
laying ceremony for 
the Rurban Community 
Complex and Training 
Centre at Pega Gaon 
under Soreng sub-
division today. 

The ceremony was 
performed by the area 
MLA, Aditya Golay. 

Joining him for the 
ceremony were ADC 
(Dev -Soreng), Gayas 
Pega, SDM (Soreng), 
Ranjan Rai, Additional 
Chief Engineer (RDD), 
Rinzing  Dorjee Gyalchen, 
SDPO (Soreng), 
Mahendra Pradhan, 
BDO (Soreng), Sabina 
Limbu, DE and Architect 
(RDD), Chairpersons 
and Advisors of the 
Government of Sikkim 
along with the line 
department officials, 
ward panchayats, and 
local gentry. 

The ADC (Dev- 
Soreng), on behalf of 
the Department, gave 
a brief description on 
the importance of the 
upcoming project and 
how it will benefit the 
local community. 

He said that schemes 
under Rurban will 
also facilitate Center-
approved urban area 
policies for the rural 
population, adding to 
the existing Rural Area 
Schemes. 

He was thankful 
towards the MLA for it 
was his persistence in 
carrying out re-survey of 
the allotted land. He gave 
details of the existing 
plans of redevelopment 
as per the New District 
formation Plans. He 
guaranteed all the 
required support and 
assistance from the 
concerned department 
for faster completion 
of the project. He 
also thanked the land 
owner, Ratan Pega, for 
contributing the land.

Rinzing Dorjee 
Gyalsten gave in-depth 
information on the 
technical aspects of 
the project. He said 
the structure is being 
constructed on about 1.5 
hectares of land which 
will meet all the basic 
needs for the public. 
He thanked the Chief 
Minister for being the 
pillar of strength and 
for supporting every 
decision made by the 

department. He informed 
that this scheme is a 
flagship program of the 
Government of India 
that will cater to the 
rural core of the region. 
He ended his speech by 
urging co-operation from 
all the stakeholders, 
policymakers along with 
the appointed contractor 
for faster completion of 
the project. 

The program was 
then addressed by the 
MLA who extended 
warmest greetings to 
the attendees while 
congratulating everyone 
for achieving the 
milestone. He expressed 
his gratitude towards 
the local community for 
being able to bring such 
developments and that 
it will be the founding 
base for growth and 
progression in and 
around the area. 

He also thanked all 
the line departments for 

being patient enough to 
do the re-surveying of 
the proposed land. 

"The Government 
acceptance to re-
consider the survey of 
the land without any 
objection shows that they 
are sincere towards their 
efforts in development of 
the area," he said. 

He reiterated that 
public convenience is 
of utmost importance 
and that the 
Government would 
not leave any stone 
unturned to deliver 
what has been assured. 
He highlighted the 
fact that the Officials 
from developed areas 
where they have better 
infrastructures for 
amusement purpose 
will prefer to have 
recreational activity 
facilities. 

He suggested that 
such recreational 
facilities such as parks 

and better playgrounds 
will add an advantage 
while sustaining the 
outstation officials. 
He informed that with 
the up-gradation of 
infrastructure and 
facilities there will be 
a rise in tourist inflow 
which will lead to more 
financial stability for the 
locals but problems such 
as traffic congestion will 
be inevitable ,thus proper 
township planning is a 
must.

He thanked the 
Chief Minister for his 
consistent support and 
guidance. Under the new 
district up gradation, 
Soreng will become an 
educational hub and 
will have better tourism 
prospects, he added. 

"Ours is a very small 
and compact society. 
Thus we have to move 
forward as a whole 
while keeping aside 
our different personal 
and political views," he 
concluded.

The MLA and his 
entourage then attended 
a Poshan Maah awareness 
campaign organized by 
ICDS (Integrated Child 
Development Service) 
volunteers at Soreng 
Bazar. 

MUSS members celebrate 
Satpalji Maharaj's b'day

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 21 Sept: 

Manav Utthan Seva 
Samiti, Sikkim, 

today celebrated the 
70th birthday of Satpalji 
Maharaj, the founder 
of MUSS and a Minister 
in the BJP Government 
in Uttarakhand. In light 
of the pandemic, the 
birthday celebrations 
were scaled down and 
limited to the various 
branch offices and 
ashrams in the state, 
an MUSS press release 
informs. Satpalji 
Maharaj was born on 
21 September, 1951 in 

Kankhal, Haridwar.
In Gangtok, MUSS 

members gathered at 
Sambala Ashram on Tibet 
Road in the presence 
of Akhilesh Baiji and 
Nirmohi Baiji, the release 

informs. 
Elsewhere in the State, 

members organized 
blood donation camps, 
clean-up campaigns and 
distribution of essential 
items to the needy.

Major incident averted as IED detected in J-K
Srinagar, Sep 21 (PTI): 
Security forces averted 
a major incident with 
the timely detection of 
an improvised explosive 
device in high security Gogo 
area of Budgam district 
in Jammu and Kashmir, 
officials said on Tuesday.

The area is close to 
several sensitive defence 
and civilian installations, 
including Srinagar 
airport, Technical airport, 
headquarters of Jammu 

and Kashmir Light Infantry 
of the Army. The Army 
and police had launched 
a cordon and search 
operation in Gogo area 
Monday night following 
information about possible 
subversive activities there, 
they said. According to the 
officials, the improvised 
explosive device (IED) was 
detected during the search 
operation. A bomb disposal 
squad was summoned and 
the device was destroyed.

Gold 
marginally 
down; silver 
gains Rs 40
New Delhi, Sep 21 
(PTI): Gold in the 
national capital on 
Tuesday was marginally 
down by Rs 3 to Rs 45,258 
per 10 grams inline with 
weak global precious 
metal prices and rupee 
appreciation, according 
to HDFC Securities.

In the previous trade, 
the precious metal had 
settled at Rs 45,261 per 
10 grams.

Silver gained Rs 40 to 
Rs 58,750 per kilogram 
from Rs 58,710 per 
kilogram in the previous 
trade.

The Indian rupee 
appreciated 15 paise 
to 73.59 against the US 
dollar in opening trade 
on Tuesday.

In the international 
market, gold was trading 
lower at USD 1,761 per 
ounce and silver was flat 
at USD 22.42 per ounce.

"The two-day US 
FOMC (Federal Open 
Market Committee) 
meeting will start today 
and market players will 
await for any comments 
from FED officials to gauge 
tapering clues," according 
to HDFC Securities, Senior 
Analyst (Commodities), 
Tapan Patel.
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Awareness prog on Importance of 
Yoga in Nutrition for adolescent girls

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 21 Sept: 

Adolescent girls in 
the capital were 

introduced to the 
“importance of yoga 
in nutrition” at an 
awareness programme 
organized by the 
Regional Ayurveda 
Research Institute at 
Nar Bahadur Bhandari 
Degree College today. 
The session was held 
as part of the Rashtriya 
Poshan Maah and had 
Upper Tadong MLA, GT 
Dhungel, as chief guest 
accompanied by area 
councillor, Milan Gautam, 
as guest of honour.

In his address, the 
chief guest held up yoga 
as an essence of life, 
especially in light of 
modern lifestyles. He 
further advised students 
to make time for physical 
activities every day and 
consume balanced and 
nutritious diets to stay 
fit and healthy. This, 
he highlighted, would 
also keep their immune 

system strong. 
The MLA 

congratulated the 
Regional Ayurveda 
Research Institute 
for organising the 
programme and 
suggested that such 
sessions be held on a 
regular basis. 

He also announced 
plans to hold a mega 
Ayurveda camp for Upper 
Tadong in association 
with Regional Ayurveda 
Research Institute in the 
fortnight between Dasain 

and Tihar.
During the 

programme, Medical 
Officer [Yoga & 
N a t u r o p a t h y 
Department] of Ayush 
Hospital, STNM 
Hospital, Dr S Vinudha, 
made a presentation 
on the power of 
nutritional meals and 
yoga. 

She also fielded 
queries raised by 
students of the college.   

The programme 
was also addressed by 

Principal, Dr D Purohit, 
and Administrative 
Officer, Doma Lhamu 
Zimba, who thanked 
the organisers for the 
awareness programme.

Earlier, in his 
welcome address, 
Assistant Director and 
in-charge of RARI, Dr Sri 
Prakash, explained the 
idea begin Poshan Maah 
and listed out various 
activities undertaken by 
the institution in Sikkim, 
especially during the 
COVID pandemic period. 

Vanijya Saptah 
kicks off in Sikkim

Gangtok, 21 Sept [PIB]: 
Weeklong state-level 
programmes, including 
exhibitions to mark the 
nation-wide Vanijya 
Saptah as part of the 75th 
Anniversary of Indian 
Independence being 
celebrated as the ‘Azadi 
Ka Amrit Mahotsav,’ 
started in Gangtok 
today at the Directorate 
of Handicrafts and 
Handloom.

Kado Tshering 
Namka, Advisor, 
Department of 
Commerce and 
Industries, inaugurated 
the opening ceremony. 
Man Bahadur Chettri, 
Chairman, Department 
of Commerce and 
Industries, was present 
as the Guest of Honour. 
Other dignitaries present 
were HK Sharma, 
Secretary, Department 
of Commerce, 
Govt. of Sikkim; 
Yashuda Bhandari, 
C o m m i s s i o n e r - c u m -
Secretary, Horticulture 
D e p a r t m e n t , 
Government of Sikkim 
and Amit Sharma, 
Deputy Director General 
of Foreign Trade, Kolkata.

Vanijya Saptah is 
being organized by 
Department of Commerce 
under the Union 
Ministry of Commerce & 
Industry,  from 20th to 
26th September, 2021 
across the country with   
various events aimed at 
showcasing the potential 
of our exporters and 
manufacturers of various 
sectors. The Sikkim leg 
of the week has jointly 
been organized by 
the State Department 
of Commerce and  
Industries in association 
with the Directorate 
General of Foreign 
Trade and  Spices Board 
India with the theme, 
‘Showcasing India as a 
Rising Economic Force – 
Focus : Sikkim’.

Namka on this 
occasion also inaugurated 
an exhibition of over 40 
stalls. The exhibitors 
here are showcasing 
their products which 
include spices product, 
pickle, handloom, 
handicraft, bamboo 
based products, among 
other items. Namka 
said that marketing is 
the bottleneck to the 
budding entrepreneurs 
and urged the concerned 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
departments to act as 
a bridge between the 
entrepreneurs and 
market. He assured that 
the State Government 
will come out with more 
support for promoting 
entrepreneurship and 
export of their products. 

Ravi Kumar, Director 
in the State Department 
of Commerce and 
Industries, welcomed 
the dignitaries and 
participants. In his 
inaugural speech, Kumar 
briefed the participants 
about the week-long 
programmes. Such 
events are a platform for 
making Sikkim one of 
the rising forces in the 
field of export, he said.  
H K Sharma, Secretary 

in the State Department 
of Commerce, said, the 
Government officials 
have to handhold the 
unemployed youth and 
budding entrepreneurs 
to make their enterprises 
a success in export trade. 
He highlighted specially 
mentioned the flagship 
programme initiated 
during Covid pandemic 
period in 2020 by the 
State Chief Minister on 
Skill in Startup with a 
cap of Rs. 20 lakh with 
35% subsidy and 50% 
subsidy for BPL and 
Physically challenged 
persons. Sharma also 
urged the youth to 
take the benefit of the 
Union Government’s 
Employment Generation 
schemes. Referring to the 
‘One district one product’ 
programme of the 
Government of India,  he 
said that four products  
viz. large cardamom 
for North District, Dalle 
Sikkim in east District, 
ginger for South District 
and processed vegetables 
in West District have 
been identified as main 
products.  

Soni Viridi, Member, 
CII Sikkim Chapter, 
mentioned about the 
importance of education, 
exposure and training 
programme focusing 
on entrepreneur 
development. He urged 
the youth to come 
forward and utilize the 
developmental schemes 
as the Sate Government 
is very much active 
towards development of 
entrepreneurship.

Amit Sharma, 
Deputy Director General 
of Foreign Trade in 
Kolkata explained the 
proactive approach of 
the Government of India 
towards making India 
a global production 
and export hub. The 
post-pandemic export 
recovery of merchandise 
goods was phenomenal 
and encouraging, he said 
while informing that 
the IT system at DGFT 
has been revamped and 
made exporter friendly.

On this occasion, 
financial assistances 
under large cardamom 
replanting scheme 
implemented by the 
Spices Board were 
distributed by the Chief 
Guest to ten farmer 
beneficiaries. During 
interactive session, 
SHG members and 
entrepreneurs shared 
their experience. Y N 
Regmi, an entrepreneur, 
shared his success 
story of value addition 
to ginger, turmeric and 
buckwheat for better 
price realization.  

Dr T N Deka, Scientist, 
Spices Board, moved the 
vote of thanks.

Scholarships for Darj students affected by Covid
SMRITA KHAWAS
Darjeeling, 21 Sept:

Vikrun Foundation 
and Headmasters 

Association of 
Gorkhaland Territorial 
Administration had 
jointly launched "Shiksha 
Sahara," a scholarship 
programme for students 
affected by Covid-19, 
as part of which 14 
students enrolled at 
schools and colleges 
from the Darjeeling 
Hills at Ramakrishna 
Siksha Parisad Boys 
Higher Secondery School 
(RKSP) were provided 
scholarships. 

Vikram Rai, the 
founder of Vikrun 
Foundation, while 
addressing the press, said, 
“In the month of June, we 
launched Shiksha Sahara 
to help students affected 

by Covid-19 after which 
many schools helped their 
students and decided to 
waive their fee for one year. 
We had raised Rs 1.40 lakh 
for the project through 
various headmasters, 

teachers and even the 
general public. Today, 
the 14 students who had 
applied for the scholarship 
were provided Rs 10,000 
each along with uniforms, 
stationery etc.”

NBB congratulates Newar 
Kalyan Sangathan for 
colourful Indra Jatra 

SUMMIT REPORT
Singtam, 12 Sept:

President, Binod 
Pradhan, Newa 

Bhay Bowneykuthi, 
Singtam Newar Guthi has 
congratulated members 
of Newar Kalyan 
Sangathan, Singtam for 
successfully organizing 
Indra Jatra 2021 at 
Golitar on 19 September. 

Indra Jatra is the 
biggest festival for the 
Newars of Sikkim.

The NBB president 
offered khadas to Uttam 
Pradhan, president, 
Newar Kalyan Sangathan 
and handed over a letter 
of congratulation. 

On the auspicious 
occasion, NBB members 
also offered khadas to 
Political Secretary and 
Advisor to the Chief 
Minister of Sikkim, Jacob 
Khaling and Rohit Raj 
Maharaj respectively 
for their gracious 
presence.

Singtam had hosted 
the state level Indra 
Jatra in 2014, this 
year, however, due 
to Covid, attendance 
was limited. Kumari 
Rath Jatra, exciting 
cultural performances, 
felicitation programs and 
foods were the highlights 
of the day.

R-factor drops below 1 in mid-September
New Delhi, Sep 21 
(PTI): The R-factor, or 
reproductive number, 
for COVID-19 in India 
dropped from 1.17 in 
August-end to 0.92 
in mid September, 
indicating that the 
spread of the infection 
across the country has 
slowed down, according 
to researchers.
However, the R-values 
of some major cities, 
Mumbai, Kolkata, 
Chennai, Bengaluru, are 
over 1. The R-value of 
Delhi and Pune are below 
1.

The R-values of 
Maharashtra and Kerala 
are below 1, giving a 
much needed relief to 
these two states with the 
highest number of active 
cases.

The R-value was 1.17 
at the end of August. It 
declined to 1.11 between 
September 4-7 and since 
then it has remained 
under 1.

"The good news 
is that India's R has 
continued to be less than 
1, as is that of Kerala and 
Maharashtra, the two 
states having the highest 
number of active cases," 

said Sitabhra Sinha of the 
Institute of Mathematical 
Sciences, Chennai.

Sinha is leading a 
team of researchers who 
calculate the R-value.

According to the 
data, the R-value of 
Mumbai stands at 1.09, 
Chennai 1.11, Kolkata 
1.04, Bengaluru 1.06.

The Reproduction 
number or R refers to 
how many people an 
infected person infects 
on average. In other 
words, it tells how 
'efficiently' a virus is 
spreading.

After the devastating 
second wave that saw 
hospitals and health 
infrastructure being 

overwhelmed by the 
patients infected with 
SARS-CoV2 coronavirus, 
the R-value started to 
decline.

During the March-
May period, thousands 
of people died due to 
the infection, while 
lakhs were infected.

When the second 
wave of the coronavirus 
was at its peak, overall, 
the R-value in the 
country was estimated 
to be 1.37 between 
March 9 to April 21. 
It declined to 1.18 
between April 24 to May 
1, and it further dropped 
to 1.10 between April 
29 to May 7.

Between May 9 to 

11, the R-value was 
estimated to be around 
0.98 and then 0.82 
between May 14 to May 
30. The R-value from May 
15 to June 26 was 0.78. 
However, it increased to 
0.88 from June 20 to July 
7.

The R-value value 
between September 4-7 
was 0.94, 0.86 between 
September 11-15 and 
0.92 between September 
14-19.

According to the 
Health Ministry, the 
recovery rate currently 
stands at 97.75 per cent. 
The weekly positivity 
rate (2.08 per cent) has 
been less than 3 per cent 
for last 88 days.

Active cases lowest 
in 184 days in India

New Delhi, Sep 21 
(PTI): India added 
26,115 new cases of 
coronavirus  infection in 
a single day taking the 
total tally to 3,35,04,534, 
while the active cases 
declined to 3,09,575, 
the lowest in 184 days, 
according to the Union 
Health Ministry data 
updated on Tuesday

The death toll 
climbed to 4,45,385 
with 252 fresh fatalities, 
according to the data 
updated at 8 am

The active cases 
comprise 0.92 per cent 
of the total infections, 
the lowest since March 
2020, the ministry said, 
adding the national 
COVID-19 recovery rate 
was recorded at 97.75 
per cent

A reduction of 8,606 
cases has been recorded 
in the active COVID-19 
caseload in a span of 24 
hours.      

As many as 14,13,951 
tests were conducted 
on Monday taking the 
total cumulative tests 
conducted so far for 
detection of COVID-19 
in the country to  
55,50,35,717

The daily positivity 
rate was recorded at 
1.85 per cent. It has 
been less than three per 
cent for last 22 days. The 
weekly positivity rate 
was recorded at 2.08 per 
cent. It has been below 
three per cent for the last 
88 days, it said

The number of people 
who have recuperated 
from the disease surged 
to 3,27,49,574, while the 
case fatality rate was 
recorded at 1.33 per cent. 

The cumulative doses 
administered in the 

country so far under the 
nationwide COVID-19 
vaccination drive has 
exceeded 81.85 crore 
with 96.46 lakh doses 
being given on Monday

India's COVID-19 tally 
had crossed the 20-lakh 
mark on August 7, 2020, 
30 lakh on August 23, 40 
lakh on September 5 and 
50 lakh on September 16. 
It went past 60 lakh on 
September 28, 70 lakh 
on October 11, crossed 
80 lakh on October 29, 
90 lakh on November 20 
and surpassed the one-
crore mark on December 
19. 

India crossed the 
grim milestone of two 
crore on May 4 and three 
crore on June 23.

The 252 fresh 
fatalities include 92 
from Kerala, 31 from 
Punjab and 28 from 
Maharashtra.  

A total of 4,45,385 
deaths have been 
reported so far in the 
country including 
1,38,546 from 
Maharashtra, 37,627 
From Karnataka, 35,360  
from Tamil Nadu,  25,085 
from Delhi, 23,683 from 
Kerala, 22,887 from Uttar 
Pradesh and 18,664 from 
West Bengal

The ministry 
stressed that more 
than 70 per cent of the 
deaths occurred due to 
comorbidities

"Our figures are 
being reconciled with 
the Indian Council of 
Medical Research," 
the ministry said on 
its website, adding 
that state-wise 
distribution of figures 
is subject to further 
verification and 
reconciliation.

Sonowal files RS nomination from Assam, likely to be elected unopposed
Guwahati, Sep 21 
(PTI): Union minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal 
on Tuesday filed his 
nomination from a Rajya 
Sabha seat in Assam and 
is all set to be elected 
unopposed with the 
opposition deciding not 
to put up any candidate 
against him.
The Shipping Minister 
filed his papers before 
Returning Officer Dulal 
Pegu at the Assam 
Assembly. The former 

chief minister is the 
unanimous candidate 
of the ruling alliance in 
the state comprising BJP, 
AGP and UPPL.

Chief Minister 
Himanta Biswa Sarma, 
AGP leader and 
Agriculture Minister Atul 
Bora, UPPL leader and 
Handloom and Textile 
Minister U G Brahma, 
Bodoland Territorial 
Region chief Pramod 
Bodo, BJP state president 
Bhabesh Kalita, and 

cabinet ministers and 
saffron party leaders 
accompanied him.

The Rajya Sabha seat 
fell vacant after Biswajit 
Daimary resigned 
from the Upper House 
following his election to 
the Assam Assembly. He 
is currently its Speaker.

Sonowal was elected 
to the Assembly from 
Majuli for the second 
consecutive term in May 
this year. The 59-year-old 
BJP leader was inducted 

into the cabinet of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
in July.

The last date for the 
filing of nominations for 
the Rajya Sabha polls is 
September 22, while the 
papers will be scrutinised 
on September 23, and the 
results will be declared 
on October 4.

However, Sonowal's 
election appears to be 
certain as the opposition 
parties have decided 
not to put up their 

candidates.
Sonowal expressed 

his gratitude to the people 
of Assam for giving 
him the opportunity to 
serve them and sought 
the blessings of all. He 
also thanked the prime 
minister and the people 
of Majuli.

Sarma thanked the 
opposition for not putting 
up any candidates in the 
Rajya Sabha polls.

'My best wishes are 
with the Union minister, 

from whose vision and 
leadership we have 
gained a lot. We hope 
that he will continue to 
raise the voice of Assam 
and the Northeast before 
the Centre," the chief 
minister told reporters.

The BJP's strength 
will come down to 59 
in the 120-member 
House after Sonowal's 
shift to the Rajya Sabha. 
Its allies AGP and UPPL 
have nine and five seats 
respectively.
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Wildlife Worries
The wildlife numbers might be healthy, 
but what about their actual health

Deer stumble into villages along the edge of forests 
diseased and suffering from open sores. Sometimes, 

dogs set upon the sick animal and bring her down and at 
other times people try to care for the animal and make 
its final hours as comfortable as possible. Elsewhere, 
farmers are reporting raids by wild boars even in North 
Sikkim. Even the wilds along Tsomgo now have wild boar 
populations competing with the wildlife there for the 
scare resources. Parts of West and South Sikkim have been 
grappling with increased incidence of wild boar raids for 
a while now and these packs are clearly now expanding to 
new terrains. Both incidents are playing out due to half-
cock policy interventions. It is “proper” to ban hunting, 
but even the half-educated know that forest dwellers and 
traditional hunting are allowed even when a strict hunting 
ban is in place. Not so in Sikkim. What should actually have 
been a strictly enforced ban on recreational hunting has 
instead banned this traditional activity altogether from 
Sikkim. Traditional hunting, apart from providing the 
much-needed protein supplement for communities living 
along forest belts, also played the important role of culling 
the sick and the weak from animal herds before they 
infected the rest. Accept it, no matter how good a hunter 
someone is, they are only good enough to bring down the 
weakest of the pack. Rural pragmatism also ensured that 
such hunting was also regulated and almost honorable 
in the manner it was carried out and had worked a fine 
arrangement to maintain the balance. But then Gangtok 
banned it for all of Sikkim (except the privileged for whom 
the laws don’t apply equally). What this has resulted in is 
an unbalanced growth. And nature does not like that. Also, 
in the case of wild boars, it is not just farms that are being 
dug up, but even bigger, but solitary, animals like the bears 
being chased out of their traditional haunts. Okay, this last 
one is speculative, but it is not as far out as some might 
argue. The point being made is that while it is wonderful 
that Sikkim’s wildlife population is supposedly growing, 
it is important now to find out whether it is also healthier 
and whether some informed decisions need to be made to 
ensure that better health returns to the wildlife.

About hunting… Has anyone ever heard of anyone 
reasonably well-heeled ever get picked up for poaching 
in Sikkim. And yes, since even traditional hunting 
practices are no longer allowed in Sikkim, all hunting is 
poaching irrespective of those with bog caliber guns and 
searchlights on their vehicles might say. For far too long, 
Sikkim has heard of only lay villagers getting rounded up 
for wildlife offences and the only confiscations have been 
primitive guns and even more primitive traps. Hunting by 
the well-connected was an open secret and conveniently 
ignored much to Sikkim’s disadvantage. 

And now, let’s return to the wildlife and even turn the 
initial observation on its head. Even though few people 
like to admit it, with hardly any predators around, and 
given the fact that nearly 50% of the land in Sikkim is 
officially recorded as being under forest cover, the wildlife 
density, or at least its visibility, is not half teeming as the 
laws and maps would lead one to believe. The biodiversity 
hotspot that Sikkim is introduced as, should manifest itself 
in more obvious displays, on would expect. While the loss 
of contiguous forest belts to human encroachment could 
have resulted in some depletion in wildlife numbers, it is 
unfortunate that even areas where wildlife was abundant 
even till recent times, have fewer animals left. These 
numbers, as mentioned earlier, should have multiplied 
given the anti-hunting laws and absence of predators. It 
is also possible that the animals have been driven deeper 
into the forests, but even that needs to be authenticated 
because Sikkim is a very small state and the forests here 
run only so deep before they start touching a habitation 
on the other side. By a lay thumb rule, sightings should 
have been much more frequent.

And, to end with the argument this piece began with  
- let us have a proper wildlife census commissioned for 
Sikkim and along with it, also a proper, scientific study on 
how well the wildlife is keeping.

Angela Merkel: Gentle Persuasion 
in an Age of Populism

MATT QVORTRUP
theconversation.com

“Now she is all alone.” 
Former president 

Barack Obama slightly 
squinted and bit his lip in 
characteristic fashion as 
he spoke these words to 
his adviser. Obama had 
spent three hours alone 
with Angela Merkel in 
Hotel Adelon in Berlin. It 
was late November 2016. 
Donald Trump had just been 
elected the 45th president 
of the United States and 
his soon-to-be predecessor 
was worried as he prepared 
to leave office. Only one 
individual, thought Obama, 
could keep the liberal world 
order alive while America 
was taking leave of its 
geopolitical senses. And 
that person was the German 
chancellor.

But – and this worried 
the 44th president – Merkel 
had decided not seek 
another term after the 
German federal elections 
in September 2017. Obama 
was in the German capital to 
make her change her mind. 
He succeeded. Merkel was 
persuaded that it was her 
duty to carry on the baton 
of liberal internationalism, 
free trade and democracy. At 
least for the next four years.

“I noticed a tear in her 
eye as we left,” Obama’s 
speechwriter Ben Rhodes 
later noted when he 
recounted the rendezvous 
between the two leaders. At 
least, that is the story as told 
in a fly-on-the-wall account 
by the editor of the German 
newspaper Die Welt. In the 
next four years, it was Merkel 
who sought to salvage the 
Paris climate accord, and 
it was she who maintained 
the geopolitical pressure on 
Vladimir Putin when Trump 
did the opposite.

If anything is Merkel’s 

legacy, it is her custodianship 
of the liberal world order. 
Angela Dorthea Merkel 
(née Kastler) is above all a 
pragmatic foreign politician. 
Whereas her immediate 
predecessors – her mentor, 
the Christian democrat 
Helmut Kohl (1982-98) and 
the social democrat Gerhard 
Schröder (1998-2005) are 
primarily remembered 
for domestic policies, 
Merkel was a foreign-policy 
politician. Kohl presided 
over German unification 
and Schröder reformed 
the welfare state. Merkel’s 
legacy, now that she really 
is standing down, has been 
international.

E V I D E N C E , 
DELIBERATION, EXPERTS

Merkel used state 
intervention on a massive 
scale to rescue the world 
economy after the 2008 
financial crash. She 
embraced anti-austerity 
policies to save the euro. She 
was always pragmatic. As 
she told me in 2008: “I want 
as much market economics 
as possible, with as much 
state intervention as 
necessary.” When reminded 
that this was reminiscent 
of socialist politics from the 
1960s, she just smiled and 
shrugged, “Yes, and, so what, 
if it works.”

That things just must 
work – or funktioneren (in 
German) – is her mantra 
in most things. If any 
politician was wedded to 
the idea of evidence-based 
policymaking, it is her. As a 
scientist with a doctorate 
in quantum physics, she is 
unique in a country where 
most politicians are lawyers 
or economists.

When she had to choose 
a cabinet minister for the 
Kanzleramt – her executive 
office – she opted for Helge 
Braun, a medical doctor. 

This was because she 
knew he would focus on 
facts. It turned out to be an 
inspired choice. Braun had a 
special interest in infectious 
diseases, and his work, 
alongside a well-functioning 
public health system, meant 
that Germany was ahead of 
many other countries when 
COVID-19 hit the world in 
early 2020.

Because of her 
preference for facts and 
evidence, Merkel has 
been called the “master 
of procrastination” – Die 
Zauderkünstlerin. Whereas 
as most other world 
leaders are “men of action” 
who go off like proverbial 
firecrackers when crises 
emerge, Merkel preferred to 
do her homework, and then, 
at the last minute, make 
a decision based on facts. 
The Germans even invented 
a word for it, Merkeln – “to 
merkel” – means to mull 
over a decision before action 
is taken.

WE DIDN’T NEED 
ANOTHER HERO

People often search for 
exceptional individuals. It is 
a popular view that history 

is shaped by exceptional 
men and women. Certainly 
there is a place for this “great 
man theory of history” as it 
was called in the gendered 
language of the Victorian 
age. If we are tempted by 
this trope, we should note 
that but for Merkel, the 
fate of the world economy, 
the euro, and the over one 
million refugees that were 
allowed into Germany 
during the height of the 
migrant crisis would have 
been very different. And 
yet, she was not a successful 
politician because she was 
uniquely wise or prescient. 
She got results because she 
was willing to collaborate 
and find common ground.

At a time when so many 
strong men are seeking 
dictatorial powers around 
the world, it provides food 
for thought that the most 
successful democratic 
politician of the past few 
decades – and perhaps even 
the modern era – is a woman 
who believed in consensus. 
Merkel shows that politics 
should be focused on solving 
problems rather than on 
winning the arguments.

“Who do you ring when 
you want to call Europe?” 
asked Henry Kissinger, the 
former US secretary of state. 
The answer for the past 
16 years has been Angela 
Merkel. She will be missed. 
There are no politicians 
who can fill her shoes. But 
her successor – whoever 
he or she turns out to be 
– will still be the person 
to call. Germany, due to its 
size, speaks for Europe. 
That Obama wanted Merkel 
to stay on during what he 
foresaw would be a chaotic 
period under Trump was not 
only due to her formidable 
skills – it was also a sign that 
Germany is the European 
power.

The brute fact is that 
international politics is 
determined by institutions 
and established rules more 
than it is governed by 
individuals. Merkel’s legacy 
is not so much what she did 
but how she defended this 
rule-based international 
order.

[the writer is Chair of 
Applied Political Science, 

Coventry University]

Canada’s Status Quo Election: Trudeau returned 
with another minority, faces uncertain future

KIMBERLY SPEERS
theconversation.com

The 2021 Canadian election results were 
almost a mirror of the results of the 2019 

vote. After calling an election in the middle of a 
fourth COVID-19 wave, Justin Trudeau’s gamble 
for a majority government failed.
It won’t be an easy time for the re-elected 
Liberal minority government to lead. There are 
a multitude of crises the Liberals are returning 
to and must address — including the impact of 
climate change, housing affordability, opioid 
abuse and economic issues like deficit and debt 
management. 

The next election will need to be held by 
2025, unless the Liberal government is defeated 
in a non-confidence motion. It seems likely that 
by then, voters will have tired of Trudeau and 
seek a change of vision — if he’s still leader.

If the Liberals were to call another early 
election, it would likely devastate the party, 
perhaps in a manner similar to what happened 
to the Progressive Conservative Party in 1993 
when it went from a majority to holding two 
seats.

THE FUTURE OF THE PARTY LEADERS
A question that always arises in the 

immediate aftermath of elections is whether 
party leaders step down in the event of a loss or 
disappointing results. While some might argue 
a win is a win, the Liberal party may view the 
election results as a loss given that the goal was 
to win a majority.

The air may be running out of Trudeau’s 
tires, and it will likely be strategic for the Liberal 
party to change leaders for the next election 
given the general tendency of Canadians to tire 
of leaders who are in power for too long.

The Conservative party did not do as well 
as it had hoped. Polls had suggested the party 
might win a minority government. The next 
step for Leader Erin O’Toole will be to meet 
with caucus members to get their feedback on 
whether he should continue to lead the party. 
In his election night concession speech, he 
suggested he’s not going anywhere. But the 

decision is not ultimately his to make.
A challenge for O'Toole is the mini-identity 

crisis the party seemed to experience in the 
middle of the election campaign. O’Toole 
tried to build voter support by moving to the 
centre from the traditional social and fiscal 
conservative foundation of the Alliance/
Reform/Progressive Conservative alliance to 
a party that looked like the old Progressive 
Conservative Party.

The hardcore fiscal and social conservatives 
may find this policy about-face too much and 
seek someone who represents the core values 
of the Conservative Party. O’Toole may have a 
very difficult time gaining support from the 
powerful old guard.

Will the next election see Rona Ambrose, 
former interim leader of the Conservative Party, 
run to take over its helm? If so, the Liberals 
better be prepared for a fight — and likely a 
knock-down.

GREENS STRUGGLE, NDP IN SWEET SPOT
It was a difficult election for the Green Party. 

The next few months will be a trying time for 
the Greens as they evaluate their performance 
in the 2021 election.

The Green Party suffered from an internal 
party crisis leaked to the public in a consistent 
manner since the new leader, Annamie Paul, was 
elected a year ago. The divisions had already 
existed prior to her winning the leadership, 
but she walked into a ring of fire — and her 
enemies were her own party.

The Greens are having a leadership review 
this fall and must figure out who they want to 
lead them into the next election and whether 
they can bridge the deep ideological divisions 
in the party.

But it may be moot. Given the lower popular 
support for the Green Party and Paul’s inability 
to win a seat in this election, the writing is on 
the wall for her to step down.

NDP support was constant from the day the 
writ dropped right til election night. Similar 
to other parties, Jagmeet Singh’s support was 
similar to the 2019 results, despite the fact he had 

more experience running a national campaign 
and more money to support his campaign.

Yet the NDP is in an enviable position in 
the House of Commons compared to the other 
opposition parties. The Liberals need the NDP 
to support them, either formally or informally, 
and to pass legislation so they can hold onto 
power.

This also means that the NDP can influence 
the type of legislation that is put forward and 
the content of those bills, so we may look 
forward to a Liberal government that’s even 
more progressive. The New Democrats know 
the Liberals would not dare to trigger another 
election any time soon.

Maxime Bernier, leader of the People’s 
Party of Canada (PPC), failed to win his seat in 
Beauce, Que., nor did any other PPC candidate. 
Despite the party increasing its popular vote 
this election by a few percentage points, its 
future is up in the air given its primary issue 
was opposing COVID-19 vaccine mandates. 
What happens when the COVID-19 pandemic 
ends? 

RULING AS A MAJORITY?
Canadians may be shaking their heads at the 

rationale for and the cost of this election but for 
those who support the Liberal platform, it’s not 
a bad outcome. If Liberal promises are kept, the 
national child care program, climate action and 
housing affordability policies could help many 
Canadians. 

Yet did Canadians need another election to 
achieve this?

What Canadians definitely don’t want want is 
another election 16 months from now. In other 
words, we may have a Liberal government able to 
govern as a majority simply because of the lack of 
appetite for another election any time soon.

None of the opposition parties want to pull 
that trigger, especially if the pandemic lingers.

While this election was challenging for the 
Liberals, governing in the midst of several crises 
is going to be even more demanding and taxing.

[the writer is Public Administration 
Teaching Professor, University of Victoria]
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NeighbourhoodWATCH
BJP will end culture of Post-Poll violence 

in Bengal: New State Unit Chief
New Bengal BJP chief 
Sukanta Majumdar said 
violence has now become 
a part of the political 
culture of the state and 
only BJP can end this.
Kolkata: Newly 
appointed president of 
BJP's West Bengal unit, 
Sukanta Majumdar on 
Tuesday assured that 
the party would end 
the culture of post-poll 
violence in the state. 
He also assured justice 
to those killed in the 
violence that followed 
assembly polls in the 
state.

"Post-Poll violence 
was not a part of West 
Bengal's culture, it has 
come from outside. 
We will get justice for 
the people killed in the 
post-poll violence -- the 
BJP workers who were 
beaten up by Trinamool 
Congress goondas, I 

won't say Trinamool 
workers. I have faith in 
the Indian judiciary that 
it will give them justice," 
he said.

"Violence has now 
become a part of the 
political culture of 
the state. Only BJP 
can end this. There is 
no violence in other 
states," Mr Majumdar 
added.

Commenting on 
the upcoming bypolls 
for three assembly 
c o n s t i t u e n c i e s 
in Bhabanipur, 
Samserganj and 
Jangipur in West 
Bengal, he said, "We 
will work as a team. We 
will perform better in 
the upcoming elections, 
including panchayat, 
municipalities and Lok 
Sabha".

In August, Calcutta 
High Court had ordered 

a court-monitored CBI 
probe into the incidents 
of post-poll violence in 
the state.

The high court also 
ordered to set up Special 
Investigation Teams 
(SIT) for investigation 
and senior officers from 
West Bengal cadre will 
be a part of the team. 

It had directed the 
state government to 
take immediate steps 
for compensation for 
the victims of post-poll 
violence.

Soon after the results 
of assembly polls in 
Bengal were declared on 
May 2, violent incidents 
were reported after 

supporters of Trinamool 
and BJP allegedly clashed 
in various parts of the 
state, killing many people 
and triggering an alleged 
exodus.

A four-member team 
deputed by the Ministry 
of Home Affairs had also 
visited the post-poll 
violence-affected areas.

First-ever' lung transplantation 
in West Bengal

Kolkata, Sept 21 
(PTI): West Bengal is 
set to witness its first 
lung transplantation 
after doctors at a private 
hospital here managed to 
get the vital organ from 
a brain-dead patient in 
Gujarat.
The recipient is a senior 
citizen who was admitted 
to the facility for over 
three months, an official 
said.

The surgery started 
on Monday night and it 
may take over 14 hours, 
he said.

This will be the 
first time that lung 
transplantation is being 
conducted in the state, 
a health department 
official said.

The organ of a patient 
from Gujarat's Surat 
was flown to the city at 
around 9.30 pm and was 
rushed to the hospital in 
the southern part of the 
city via a green corridor 
created for the purpose, 
he said.

According to the 
hospital authorities, 
the lungs are being 

transplanted on a 
man who was on 
E x t r a c o r p o r e a l 
Membrane Oxygenation 
(ECMO) support for 
the last 107 days as his 
lungs were completely 
damaged.

"The ECMO support 
was also not working 
well for him and he was 
required to undergo a 
transplant.

We are hopeful that 
the old man will get 
back a new lease of life," 
the official of the super 
speciality hospital said.

Army search operation in 
J-K's Uri enters third day

Srinagar, Sep 21 (PTI): 
A combing operation 
launched by the 
Army after it detected 
suspicious movement 
in Uri along the Line of 
Control in Jammu and 
Kashmir entered the 
third day on Tuesday, 
officials said.

A l l 
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
facilities including 
internet in the border 
town remained 
suspended.

The combing 
operation was launched 

on the intervening night 
of September 18-19, the 
officials said.

A defence spokesman 
here said the search 
operation were going on 
in the area but did not 
elaborate if the forces had 
found anything to lend 
credence to the reports 
of major infiltration bid 
in the sector.

Officials said one 
soldier had sustained 
injuries in the "initial 
contact" with the 
adversary near the 
fence along the LoC, 

which had prompted 
the massive search 
operation to ensure that 
the infiltrators, if any, do 
not get to the hinterland.

On Monday, the 
authorities had snapped 
all telephone and 
internet services in 
Uri as a precautionary 
measure.

The area where 
suspicious movement was 
observed falls near Gohalan, 
the same area from where 
the attack on Uri Brigade 
was launched by terrorists in 
September 2016.

Arunachal logs 56 new COVID-19 
cases, 1 fresh fatality

ITANAGAR, SEP 21 
(PTI): Arunachal 
Pradesh's COVID-19 tally 
rose to 54,126 on Tuesday 
as 56 more people tested 
positive for the infection, 
while the death of a 
101-year-old person in 
Tirap district pushed 
the northeastern state's 
coronavirus toll to 272, a 
senior health official said.

Arunachal Pradesh 
now has 410 active cases, 
while 53,444 people 
have recovered from the 
disease thus far, including 
67 in the last 24 hours, 
State Surveillance Officer 
(SSO) Dr Lobsang Jampa 
said.

The recovery rate 
marginally improved to 
98.74 per cent from 98.71 
per cent on the previous 
day.

The state has tested 
over 11.19 lakh samples 
for COVID-19 to date, 
including 4,162 on 

Monday, Jampa said, 
adding that the positivity 
rate stood at 1.34 per cent.

Over 10.91 lakh people 
have been vaccinated so 
far, State Immunisation 
Officer Dr Dimong Padung 
said.

Meanwhile, the Rama 
Krishna Mission School 
(RKMS) at Narrottam 
Nagar in Tirap district's 
Deomali has been 
declared a containment 
zone after 22 students and 
staffers of the institution 
tested positive for the 
infection.

Entry or exit of any 
person, barring those 
engaged in emergency 
services, to  and from 
the containment 
zone has been 
prohibited for  a 
period of  10 days or 
unit  further orders, 
a notification issued 
by Deomali Additional 
Deputy Commissioner 
in-charge Akan Regon 
said.

453 held in Assam for illegal 
land broking activities

Guwahati, Sep 21 
(PTI): Assam Chief 
Minister Himanta Biswa 
Sarma on Tuesday said 
453 people have been 
arrested for allegedly 
being involved in illegal 
land broking activities.

The state police will 
continue to take action 
against those who are 
harassing people in land 
revenue offices, he said.

Taking to Twitter, 
Sarma said, "453 land 
brokers picked up so 
far in continuing raids 
by @assampolice in our 
concerted pledge to end 
AssamFightsDalalRaj. 
This notorious practice 
of brokers/dalals in 
revenue offices harassing 
commoners must 
end. Our fight against 
nefarious activities will 
go on relentlessly."

These people were 
apprehended on Monday 
night for their alleged 

involvement in unlawful 
activities related to land 
purchase, a senior police 
officer said.

"We have a list of 
about 700 names and 
will try to arrest all the 
suspects by this evening. 
If we dig deeper, more 
names could emerge," 
Sarma told reporters 
later in the day.

He asked officials 
not to allow such land 
brokers to function in 
their offices.

The chief minister, in 
a meeting with officials of 
the Revenue and Disaster 
Management Department 
on September 7, had 
said middlemen must 
be eliminated from the 
system and people should 
be empowered to get their 
land-related works done 
without any hassle.

"In line with 
directions of the Hon 
@CMOfficeAssam the 

teams of @assampolice 
have arrested more than 
450 persons last night 
indulging in unlawful 
activities involving land 
sale/purchase/holding," 
Special DGP (Law and 
Order) G P Singh said on 
the microblogging site.

The chief minister urged 
people to restrain from 
indulging in illegal practices 
of land brokers and wait for 
a few days to get their works 
done directly from the offices 
concerned.

Noting that 
sometimes people 
have to pay bribes to 
get death certificates 
of their relatives, the 
chief minister said there 
should be no middlemen 
in any government office.

"If we want our state to 
progress, this has to stop. 
There should be no dalals 
(middlemen) in any office, 
be it in police stations, or 
revenue offices," Sarma said.Pondy records 101 new 

coronavirus cases
Puducherry, Sept 
21 (PTI): Puducherry 
reported 101 new 
COVID-19 cases during 
last 24 hours ending 10 
a.m. on Tuesday, taking 
the total positives to 
1,25,618.

The fresh cases 
identified at the end of 
examination of 5461 
samples were spread 
over Puducherry 58, 
Karaikal 34, Yanam 
one and Mahe 8.

The active 
cases were 922 of 
whom 142 were 
under treatment 
in hospitals and 
remaining 780 were in 
home isolation.

Director of Health 
G.Sriramulu said while 
46 patients recovered 
and were discharged 
during last 24 hours the 

overall recoveries in the 
Union Territory so far 
were 1,22,864.

No fresh fatality 
was reported from any 
of the four regions of 
Puducherry, Karaikal, 
Mahe and Yanam and 

fatalities remained 
1,832.

The Director noted 
that the test positivity 
rate was 1.85 percent 
while fatality and 
recovery rates were 
1.46 percent and 97.81 

percent respectively.
The Health 

Department has 
administered 9,23,763 
doses so far which 
included 6,65,528 first 
doses and 2,58,235 
second doses.

Adrian Pratt new director of American Center Kolkata
Kolkata, Sep 21 (PTI): 
Adrian Pratt has taken 
charge as the new 
director of American 
Center, Kolkata and 
the Public Affairs 
Officer (PAO) of the US 
Consulate General in the 
eastern metropolis.

Pratt assumed 
charge of the two posts 

on Monday succeeding 
former director and 
PAO Monica Shie, the 
US Consulate in Kolkata 
said in a statement.

"I am honoured to 
be back in India and 
represent the United 
States of America here 
in East and Northeast 
India. I look forward 

to engaging with the 
people and learning 
more about their 
heritage and culture 
and advancing the US-
India partnership in 
the region," Pratt said.

Pratt comes to 
Kolkata after serving 
two one-year tours as 
Public Affairs Officer 

in Erbil, Iraq. His 
previous tours include 
The Hague, New Delhi, 
and Wellington, New 
Zealand.

Before joining the 
U.S. State Department, 
Adrian worked for 20 
years in newspapers, as 
a reporter, editor and 
publisher.



6 SummitTIMES | 22 September 2021 Sport&Specials
Australia too good for struggling India, 

win by nine wickets in first ODI
Mackay, Sep 21 (PTI): 
India's frailties in the 
batting and bowling 
department were laid 
bare as the mighty 
Australia gave the visitors 
a nine-wicket hiding in 
the first women's ODI 
to extend their record 
winning streak to 25 
matches.
India, who are aiming to 
post 250 plus regularly 
to challenge the likes 
of Australia, could only 
manage 225 for eight 
in an innings that never 
got the momentum it 
needed.

Skipper Mithali Raj 
(61 off 107) recorded 
her fifth consecutive fifty, 
which was also her 59th 
overall, while the other 
contributions came from 
debutants Yastika Bhatia 
(35 off 51), Richa Ghosh 
(32 not out off 29) and 
veteran pacer Jhulan 
Goswami (20 off 24).

Australia gunned 
down the target in 41 
overs as India bowling 
lacked the teeth to 
trouble them. The four-
time World Cup winners 
last lost an ODI in 
October 2017.

After a sedate start 
of 30 runs in eight overs, 
Australian openers 
Alyssa Healy (77 off 77) 
and Rachael Haynes (93 
not out off 100) changed 

gears to run away with 
the game.

Healy was the 
aggressor in their 
126-run stand with 
her dominating knock 
comprising eight fours 
and couple of sixes. She 
was eventually caught 
at mid off trying to hit 
another one out of the 
ground off leggie Poonam 
Yadav.

Haynes and skipper 
Meg Lanning (53 not 
out off 69) then shared a 
101-run stand and took 
Australia home for a 
resounding win.

India, who fielded 
three debutants in the 
game including Ghosh, 

Yastika and pacer Mansi 
Singh, have a lot of 
thinking and planning 
to do for the second 
ODI of the three-match 
series.

The decision to pack 
the eleven with three 
all-rounders in Sneh 
Rana, Deepti Sharma 
and Pooja Vastrakar, 
leaving out a specialist 
left-arm spinner, did not 
work for India.

Megha impressed 
with her ability to 
swing the ball while 
Jhulan bowled a tidy 
spell as usual but India 
were never able to 
put Australia under 
pressure.

On the batting front, 
the visitors would not 
have crossed the 220-run 
mark if it wasn't for the 
eight-wicket stand of 45 
runs between Jhulan and 
Ghosh, who was picked 
ahead of Taniya Bhatia 
to add the much needed 
firepower.

India openers Shafali 
Verma (8) and Smriti 
Mandhana (16), whom 
the team relies on heavily 
for brisk starts, perished 
after hitting a few 
boundaries. They need 
to be consistent going 
forward.

The bowlers have 
identified the apparent 
weakness in Shafali's 

game and don't offer 
front-foot balls. The 
17-year-old perished off 
a short ball again with 
wicketkeeper collecting 
the catch on the leg side 
off pacer Darcie Brown.

Brown (4/33) was 
the stand out bowler for 
Australia while debutant 
Hannah Darlington 
(2/29) and Sophie 
Molineux (2/39) took a 
couple each.

Mithali was hit on the 
helmet by a Ellyse Perry 
bouncer but she carried 
on to bat.

Senior India batter 
Harmanpreet Kaur did 
not play the game due to 
a thumb injury.

Barcelona held by winless Granada at Camp Nou in Liga
Madrid, Sep 21 (AP): 
Less than a week after 
a demoralizing loss to 
Bayern Munich in the 
Champions League, 
Barcelona faltered at 
Camp Nou again, being 
held by winless Granada 
1-1 in the Spanish league.

Barcelona needed a 
90th-minute equalizer by 
defender Ronald Ara jo, 
sparking jeers by many 
in the crowd of nearly 
27,000 on Monday.

The setback followed 
the 3-0 rout by Bayern 
in the team's first defeat 
since losing Lionel Messi 
to Paris Saint-Germain, 
and added pressure on 
coach Ronald Koeman 
and club president Joan 
Laporta.

Granada came to 
Barcelona winless in 
four matches and coming 
off two consecutive 
losses, including at 
home against Real Betis 
in the Andalucia derby 
last week. It defeated 
Barcelona at Camp Nou 
the last time they met in 
April.

It's a shame, Ara jo 
said.

If we had been able 
to score earlier we could 
have gotten the victory. 
After the early goal they 
sat back on defense and 
that made it difficult for 
us.

The draw left 
Barcelona in seventh 
place, five points from 
leader Real Madrid with 
a game in hand.

Coached by former 
Spain manager Robert 
Moreno, Granada opened 
the scoring two minutes 
into the match with a 
header by Domingos 
Duarte off a set-piece.

B a r c e l o n a 
squandered two great 
chances to equalize 
before halftime Sergi 
Roberto hit the crossbar 
from inside the area 
and Ara jo's header 
was brilliantly saved by 
Granada goalkeeper Lu s 
Maximiano.

Memphis Depay and 
Luuk de Jong also failed 
to capitalize on scoring 
chances in the second 
half, but Ara jo finally 
broke through with a 
close-range header in the 
90th.

We know that Bar 
a isn't going through a 
good moment and it was 

important to try to take 
advantage of that early 
on, Duarte said.

Earning a point at 
Camp Nou is always good 
but we came close to 
getting the three points. 
In the end they had many 
chances too. It was a fair 
result.

Koeman couldn't 
count on several players 
because of injuries, 
including Jordi Alba and 
Pedri Gonz lez.

He added a few 
youngsters in the second 
half, including Riqui 
Puig and 17-year-old 
Gavi, who set up Ara 
jo's equalizer. Philippe 
Coutinho was one of the 
players replaced.

Veteran defender 
Gerard Piqu played as 
a striker after coming 
into the game in the final 
minutes.

How Kohli 
overcame 
persistent 
back issues
New Delhi, Sep 21 
(PTI): Virat Kohli has 
narrated his struggles 
from a persistent back 
pain in 2014 and how 
he overcame it with 
the guidance of former 
India strength and 
conditioning coach Basu 
Shanker.

In the foreword for 
Shanker's maiden book 
-- 100, 200 Practical 
Applications in Strength 
and Conditioning -- 
Kohli recalled how he 
was introduced to lifting 
weights by the S&C 
coach who helped him 
in becoming one of the 
fittest cricketers around.

"In the latter half of 
2014, I found myself with 
a relentless back issue 
which was not easing 
off. Every morning, I had 
to do a routine for 45 
minutes to loosen my 
back, but the stiffness 
could come back at any 
time through the day.

"It was then that 
Basu sir and I had a 
conversation around 
lifting weights and 
getting overall explosive 
strength in my body," 
Kohli wrote.

Shanker, who worked 
with the national team 
from 2015-2019, is seen 
as the man responsible 
for the transformation 
of Kohli and the Indian 
team's fitness.

"At first, I wasn't 
convinced (about lifting), 
but the only thing Basu 
sir asked of me was 
'trust'. I had full faith 
in his knowledge and 
experience.

"I remember in 
our series against Sri 
Lanka in 2015, I started 
learning lifting from 
Basu sir, understood the 
dynamics and the study 
behind the practice 
and felt I was working 
towards something 
amazing.

"The results were 
outstanding, and that 
changed my perception of 
S&C and the importance 
of knowing exactly what 
you're working towards."

Kohli, who himself 
launched the book on 
social media last week, 
heaped rich praise on 
Shanker, who is currently 
with RCB.

"Basu sir is the best 
S&C coach I've worked 
with, and his ability to 
make you feel at ease 
with his template is 
absolutely amazing. 
Never have I worked 
with someone who knew 
exactly how to transform 
my physique and 
performance according 
to my needs, not through 
a set template that was 
common to everyone.

"I truly believe 
through this book, 
one can dive into 
the details and the 
knowledge which can 
surely transform your 
perception of what 
training means, change 
the way you do things 
and how you feel about 
your physique after fol 
lowing the programme 
to the T, as Basu sir likes 
to say," Kohli added.

India's batting struggles continue as visitors end up with 225/8
Mackay, Sep 21 (PTI): 
India's batting woes 
continued as they 
could only manage 
225/8 against 
Australia in the first 
women's ODI of the 
three-match series 
here on Tuesday.

India, who are 
aiming to score 250 
plus consistently to 
challenge the likes of 
Australia,  kept losing 
wickets regularly in 
an innings that never 

got the momentum it 
needed.

Skipper Mithali 
Raj (61 off 107) 
recorded her fifth 
consecutive fifty, 
which was also her 
59th overall half-
century, while the 
other significant 
contributions came 
from debutants 
Yastika Bhatia (35 off 
51) and Richa Ghosh 
(32 not out off 29).

India would not 

have crossed the 
220-run mark if 
it  wasn't for the 
eight-wicket stand 
of 45 runs between 
senior pacer Jhulan 
Goswami (20 off 
24) and Ghosh, who 
was picked ahead of 
Taniya Bhatia to add 
the much needed 
firepower to the 
batting line-up.

India openers 
Shafali Verma (8) 
and Smriti Mandhana 

(16), whom the team 
relies on heavily for 
brisk starts,  perished 
after hitting a few 
boundaries.

Senior batter 
Harmanpreet Kaur did 
not play the game due to a 
thumb injury.

Pacer Darcie Brown 
(4/33) picked up four 
wickets for Australia 
while debutant Hannah 
Darlington (2/29) and 
Sophie Molineux (2/39) 
took a couple each.

Iyer's aggressive knock signifies 
the aggressive brand of cricket 

KKR want to play: Morgan

Abu Dhabi, Sep 21 
(PTI): Lavishing praise 
on debutant Venkatesh 
Iyer, skipper Eoin Morgan 
said the Madhya Pradesh 
batsman's unbeaten 
knock against Royal 
Challengers Bangalore 
signified the "aggressive" 
brand of cricket Kolkata 
Knight Riders aspire to 
play.

After bowling out 
RCB for a paltry 92, 
openers Iyer (41 not out) 
and Shubhman Gill (48) 
helped KKR cruise to a 
nine-wicket win with 10 
overs to spare.

I think Venky, the 
way he came in and 
played, was outstanding. 
Certainly, the brand 
of cricket we want to 
play. We have a lot of 
talent within our group," 
Morgan said at the post-
match press conference.

"Playing the Brendon 
McCullum (way), that's 
the aggressive nature in 
which we want to play.

"Although he was very 
aggressive, he managed 
to play with drastic 
control throughout 
the innings and his 
opening partnership 
with Shubman Gill was 
beautiful to watch, he 
added.

Swashbuckling all-
rounder Andre Russell 
came in at number three 
and asked whether this 

would often be the case, 
Morgan said, No, I think it 
is open to interpretation.

I think, given the way 
that we played today 
and the position that 
we found ourselves in 
and the run-chase we 
had an opportunity to 
really affect our run-rate 
position, hence Russ 
(Russell) going up the 
order, he explained.

Despite the big-win, 
Morgan conceded that it 
was a challenge for his 
side to make the last four, 
as they are currently on 
the fifth spot with six 
points from eight games.

There is no doubt 
that it is going to be a 
challenge, but our main 
aim is turn up and try 
and play cricket like 
we have done today. I 
think if we do that, we 
give ourselves the best 
chance of progressing, 
said the England limited 
overs skipper.

It is something that 
the franchise has done 
before and gone on to 
win the championship, 
so we take confidence 
from that but more so 
from our performance 
with the ball and the bat 
and in the field today.

"Moving forward, if 
we continue to play in 
that manner, it makes us 
a dangerous side, Morgan 
signed off.
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China keeps virus at bay at high cost ahead of Olympics
BEIJING (AP): The Beizhong 
International Travel Agency in 
the eastern city of Tianjin has 
had only one customer since 
coronavirus outbreaks that began 
in July prompted Chinese leaders 
to renew city lockdowns and travel 
controls.
Most of China is virus-free, but 
the abrupt, severe response to 
outbreaks has left would-be 
tourists jittery about traveling to 
places they might be barred from 
leaving. That has hit consumer 
spending, hindering efforts to keep 
the economic recovery on track.

China’s “zero tolerance” 
strategy of trying to isolate every 
case and stop transmission has 
helped keep the country where 
the virus first was detected in 
late 2019 largely free of disease. 
But the public and businesses are 
paying a steep price.

Foreign athletes are due to 
compete in the Winter Olympics 
that start Feb. 4 in Beijing and the 
nearby city of Zhangjiakou, but the 
government has yet to say whether 
restrictions that prevent most 
foreigners from entering China 
will be relaxed to allow spectators 
in.

“Two years ago, this was our 
busiest season,” said the Beizhong 
agency manager, Wang Hui.

“Now, customers tend to 
postpone their plans because of 
the outbreaks,” Wang said. “This 
year is worse than last year.”

China is closed to most foreign 
visitors and discourages its own 
public from traveling.

The government has yet to give 
final details on anti-coronavirus 
measures for the Winter Games. 
Some 2,900 athletes are due to 
compete, plus 800 more in the 
Paralympic Winter Games on 
March 4-13.

China has reported 4,636 
deaths — and none since February 
— out of 95,577 cases since early 
2020. Its total is smaller than 
one-day new infection figures in 
the United States, India and some 
other countries.

Since July, outbreaks blamed 

on travelers bringing the more 
contagious delta variant into 
the country have occurred in 
Nanjing west of Shanghai, Putian 
and Xiamen in the southeast and 
Yunnan province in the southwest. 
But cases number in the dozens, 
not the tens of thousands of new 
daily infections seen in other 
countries.

“The zero-tolerance policy has 
been highly effective in putting 
COVID under control, but the 
short-term cost is also extremely 
high,” economists Larry Hu and 
Xinyu Ji of Macquarie said in a 
report.

China was the only major 
economy to grow last year after 
the ruling party declared the 
virus under control in March 
and allowed factories, shops and 
offices to reopen. Output in the 
United States, Europe and Japan 
contracted.

Economic output rose 1.3% 
over the previous quarter in the 
three months ending in June, 
better than 0.6% in January-March 
but among the past decade’s 

weakest quarters.
The International Monetary 

Fund and private sector 
forecasters have lowered 
economic growth forecasts but 
still expect output to rise by 
as much as 8.5% this year, up 
sharply from last year’s multi-
decade low of 2.3% and well 
above the ruling party target of 
“more than 6%.”

Exports in August rose 25.6% 
over a year earlier, but retail 
spending growth slowed to 2.5% 
from July’s 8.5%.

“People are clearly worried 
that they could get trapped in 
tourist destinations if Covid cases 
emerge,” economist Iris Pang of 
ING said in a report.

Authorities on Sept. 12 
suspended most access to Putian, 
a city of 2.9 million people in 
Fujian province, after an outbreak 
that an official newspaper, Global 
Times, said might have begun 
with a resident who returned 
from Singapore. Cinemas, bars and 
other public facilities were closed. 
Supermarkets and restaurants 

were ordered to limit customer 
numbers.

Xiamen, a coastal business 
center in Fujian with 3.5 million 
people, closed off access to some 
neighborhoods after cases were 
detected there. Schools shut down.

An entrepreneur who sells 
shoes made in Putian online said 
the outbreak and anti-disease 
controls have shut down that local 
industry.

“Customers are urging us 
to deliver goods, but factories 
have stopped working,” said 
the merchant, Su Ye. She said 
September and October usually are 
busy, but disruptions in production 
and delivery “will cause orders to 
drop a lot.”

“Many orders were canceled 
because of our slow delivery,” Su 
said.

The Global Times said a man 
who returned from Singapore on 
Aug. 4 was suspected of spreading 
the virus to Putian.

The traveler, identified by the 
surname Lin, underwent a 14-day 
quarantine and nine nucleic acid 

and serologic tests, all of which 
were negative, the Global Times 
said. But he tested positive on 
Sept. 10.

Despite that, the screening 
and quarantine process is 
working properly, according to 
Yu Changping, a physician at 
the Department of Respiratory 
Medicine of People’s Hospital of 
Wuhan University.

“There is no special change in 
the situation,” said Yu. “There is no 
need to adopt measures different 
from the past.”

Some experts suggest China 
might need to adopt more flexible 
tactics because “zero tolerance” is 
too disruptive and new variants 
might be impossible to eradicate.

“The bottom line is, I don’t 
think they can keep the virus out, 
and they need to live with the 
reality,” said Nicholas Thomas, a 
professor of health security at the 
City University of Hong Kong.

Chinese leaders have tried to 
squelch public discussion of such a 
possible change.

A prominent disease expert, 
Zhang Wenzhong, faced official 
criticism after he said on his 
widely read social media account 
the world needs to “learn to coexist 
with the virus.”

A former health minister 
rejected Zhang’s suggestion in 
a commentary published by the 
Communist Party newspaper 
People’s Daily. The university that 
awarded Zhang’s PhD in 2000 
announced an investigation of 
accusations of plagiarism but 
concluded his work “met all the 
criteria” for the degree.

For now, tourist arrivals from 
abroad are shut down. That has 
devastated high-end hotels and 
resorts.

Some engineers and other 
employees who were abroad when 
the government shut down travel 
in early 2020 have been allowed to 
return, but lawyers and others say 
they were turned away.

Authorities also are trying to 
keep Chinese from leaving the 
country. The government refuses 

to issue or renew passports 
without an important need to 
travel. Businesspeople have been 
told that doesn’t include visiting 
customers or business partners.

The government announced 
last week it had vaccinated just 
over 1 billion people, or 71% of its 
population.

But while regulators have 
given emergency approval to 
nine coronavirus vaccines, most 
are made by local companies 
Sinopharm or Sinovac. China has 
yet to approve BioNTech, Moderna 
or other vaccines used abroad.

“As far as the vaccine strategy 
is, it’s been very successful, the 
trouble is the Sinopharm and 
Sinovac vaccines are not very 
efficacious against delta,” Thomas 
said.

As is true elsewhere, online 
grocers and other e-commerce 
have reaped a windfall from 
shutdowns and lockdowns.

But a wave of bankruptcies has 
hit small shops, restaurants and 
other businesses.

China’s populous domestic 
market means travel restrictions 
“do not impact it as much as 
countries such as Thailand that 
depend heavily on tourism,” said 
Trinh Nguyen of Natixis, a French 
financial firm, in an email.

In another blow to tourism, 
the government told students and 
teachers to avoid travel during 
September’s Mid-Autumn Festival 
and the Oct. 1-7 National Day 
break.

“There used to be a silver 
September and a golden October 
for travel, but now we have 
nothing,” said Wang, the travel 
agency manager in Tianjin.

People suffering from 
cancer, heart disease and 
other chronic,  potentially 
life-threatening conditions, 
meanwhile have struggled 
to get treatment as 
hospitals shut down other 
departments to focus on 
treating coronavirus patients 
or refused to accept cases 
deemed non-emergency.

After Afghans fell from plane, families live with horror
KABUL, Afghanistan (AP): 
It’s a scene that has come to 
symbolize the chaotic end to 
America’s 20 years of war in 
Afghanistan: A lumbering U.S. 
Air Force cargo plane takes off 
from Kabul airport, chased by 
hundreds of desperate Afghan 
men scrambling to get on the 
aircraft.

As the C-17 transporter 
gains altitude, shaky mobile 
phone video captures two tiny 
dots dropping from the plane. 
Footage from another angle 
shows many in the crowd on 
the tarmac stopping in their 
tracks and pointing.

The full extent of the horror 
becomes apparent only later. 
The dots, it turns out, were 
desperate Afghans hidden in 
the wheel well. As the wheels 
folded into the body of the 
plane, the stowaways faced 
the choice of being crushed 
to death or letting go and 
plunging to the ground.

More than a month later, 
much remains unclear about 
what happened in that tragic 
takeoff on Aug. 16, a day after 
the Taliban swept into Kabul, 
prompting a flood of Afghans 
trying to escape the country.

Even how many were killed 
remains unknown. Videos 
show two dots falling from 
the airborne plane, several 
seconds apart. But two bodies 
landed on the same rooftop at 
the same time, suggesting they 
fell together, so the other figure 
seen falling in the videos could 
be at least one other person. 
Also, the U.S. military has said 
it found human remains still 
in the wheel well of the C-17 
when it landed in Qatar but 
did not specify how many 
people. At least one person, a 
young soccer player, died on 
the tarmac, crushed under the 
C-17’s wheels.

The U.S. military says it has 

not completed its investigation 
into the day. It said the C-17 
was bringing in supplies for 
the evacuation effort at the 
airport but was mobbed by 
Afghans on the tarmac as it 
landed. Fearing the plane 
would be overwhelmed, the 
crew decided to take off again 
without unloading the cargo. 
Videos taken by Afghans on 
the tarmac show hundreds 
running alongside it, and 
perhaps a dozen people sitting 
on top of the wheel well, 
though it is not known how 
many jumped off before the 
plane lifted off.

One of those tucked into 
the wheel well was Fida 
Mohammad, a 24-year-old 
dentist.

He had once been full 
of hope, his family said. He 
had married last year in an 
extravagant ceremony that 
cost his family $13,000. His 
dream of opening a dental 
clinic in Kabul had become a 
reality.

Then the Taliban seized 
Kabul, and all the possibilities 
for his future seemed to 
disappear, his father Painda 
Mohammed told The 
Associated Press.

The older man still 
struggles to understand what 
his son was thinking when 
he climbed into the wheel 

well. He’s wracked with guilt, 
fearing that Fida took such 
an enormous risk because he 
wanted to help repay the large 
loan his father took out for the 
wedding.

Burying his head in his 
hands, Painda says he spends 
hours imagining his son’s final 
minutes, the fear he must have 
felt as the earth below him 
began to disappear and the 
wheels swung in, knowing he 
had no choice but to let go.

On the ground, Abdullah 
Waiz was asleep in his home 
at the time and was awakened 
by a powerful noise. His first 
thought was an explosion. He 
rushed outside. His neighbors 
gestured toward his roof and 
told him of the bodies tumbling 
from the sky.

Two bodies hit in the same 
corner of his roof, Waiz said, 
pointing at the spot, where the 
concrete was still stained with 
blood. Waiz believes they were 
holding hands since they fell in 
the same location. He collected 
the remains on a cloth and 
carried it to a nearby mosque, 
he said.

“For 48 hours after that, I 
couldn’t sleep or eat,” he said.

They identified one body 
as Fida, as he had stuffed his 
father’s name and number in 
his pocket. Local media said the 
second body was identified as 

a young man named Safiullah 
Hotak.

For two weeks at the end 
of August as the United States 
and its allies wrapped up their 
presence in Afghanistan, tens 
of thousands of Afghans surged 
toward the Kabul airport, 
frantic to escape a Taliban-
ruled Afghanistan. A 2-year-
old child died in the stampede. 
An Islamic State group suicide 
bomber blew himself up 
in the middle of the crowd, 
killing 169 Afghans and 13 U.S. 
military personnel. Yet even 
after the explosion, thousands 
returned to the airport, hoping 
to make it inside.

The scenes were so 
traumatic that the U.S. Air 
Force offered psychological 
counseling to the air force 
personnel who worked at 
Kabul airport, as well as the 
crew of the ill-fated C-17 flight 
after it landed at Al-Udeid Air 
Base in Qatar.

Another victim on Aug. 16 
was 17-year-old Zaki Anwari, 
a rising star on Afghanistan’s 
national soccer team. He 
would spend hours watching 
his hero Lionel Messi play. “He 
couldn’t get enough. It was all 
he talked about, all he did,” 
said his 20-year-old brother 
Zakir Anwari.

Zaki was too young to have 
known the Taliban’s harsh rule 

of the late 1990s. But as the 
militant force swept through 
the provinces, Zaki’s social 
media were flooded by rumors 
and horror stories purporting 
to tell of life under the Taliban.

Last time they ruled, the 
Taliban banned most sports, 
including soccer, and routinely 
rounded up young men at 
prayer times to force them to 
the mosque. Zaki was certain 
his dream of competing 
internationally on the Afghan 
team was over.

Zaki went to the airport 
with an elder brother and a 
cousin on Aug. 16. He was 
meant to just watch the car 
while the cousin, who had 
worked for an American 
company, tried to get into the 
airport. Instead, while they 
were gone, he climbed over the 
airport boundary wall.

A breathless Zaki then 
called his other brother Zakir. 
He said he was inside the 
airport and was soon getting 
onto a plane. Zakir said he 
pleaded with his brother to not 
go, reminding him he didn’t 
have his passport or even his 
ID card with him and asking 
him, “What will you do in 
America?’”

But his younger brother 
hung up, then called his 
mother. “Pray for me. I am 
going to America,” Zaki said. 
She begged him, “Come home.”

Zaki was no longer listening. 
He raced alongside the aircraft as 
it picked up speed until suddenly 
he was knocked from the side 
and fell under the wheel and died, 
witnesses told the family later.

Painda Mohammad, the 
young dentist’s father, watches 
over and over videos on his phone 
showing his son dancing at his 
wedding.

Through his tears, he said, 
“He was a gift from God and 
now God has taken him back.”

Thailand urged not to 
deport trans woman 
charged in Malaysia

KUALA LUMPUR, 
Malaysia (AP): A 
human rights group 
urged Thailand not to 
deport a transgender 
businesswoman to 
her home country of 
Malaysia, where she is 
charged under Islamic 
laws for insulting Islam 
by cross-dressing.

Malaysian police 
are seeking to extradite 
Nur Sajat, 36, who 
left the country after 
she was charged in an 
Islamic court in January 
for bringing contempt 
to Islam by dressing 
in feminine clothing 
at a religious event in 
2018. Sajat, who runs a 
cosmetics business, faces 
up to three years in jail 
for the offense.

Sajat failed to appear 
for a February court 
hearing and reportedly 
received death threats 
after she mulled 
renouncing Islam in a 
video on social media 
that has now been 
removed.

Malaysian police 
said in a statement 
late Monday that 
Sajat was detained 
by Thai authorities 
on Sept 8 for having 
an invalid passport. 
She was charged with 
immigration offenses 
and released on bail. 
The statement didn’t say 

why her passport was 
canceled. Police said she 
is wanted in Malaysia for 
other offenses, including 
obstructing authorities 
in carrying out their 
duties.

Phil Robertson, 
Human Rights Watch 
deputy Asia director, said 
the U.N. Refugee Agency 
has granted Sajat refugee 
status and that she 
shouldn’t be sent back 
under any circumstances.

“She needs to be sent 
to a country that will 
offer rights protections, 
not persecuted for being 
#LGBT which is what 
will happen if she is sent 
to Malaysia,” he tweeted 
late Monday. Local media 
reported that Sajat 
plans to seek refuge in 
Australia.

The UNHCR agency 
couldn’t be reached for 
comment Tuesday.

Malaysia has a dual-
track legal system. 
Shariah laws govern 
Muslims, who account for 
two-thirds of Malaysia’s 
32 million people, in 
family, marriage and 
personal issues. Ethnic 
Chinese, Indian and 
other minorities are 
covered by civil laws.

Rights activists 
say the lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender 
community has faced 
increasing harassment 
with the rise of 
conservative Islam.



8 SummitTIMES | 22 September 2021

STRIPES IN THE CITY! The pop star, Dua Lipa looks cool 
while stepping out in NYC.

Owner, Printer, Publisher Dr. ROMA KANTI ALLEY, Printed at M/S. Baba Offset Press Works Pvt.  Ltd., Tadong Bazaar, East Sikkim, Gangtok, Pin: 737102  and Published from Santa Bhawan Complex, Near Diesel Power House, Gangtok,
East Sikkim- 737101, District- East, Gangtok, State- Sikkim Editor: PURAN TAMANG. Phone- [03592] 208698 E-mail- news@summittimes.com  ~  letters@summittimes.com

EtCETERA

PICTURE

The
BIG

ARIES:
The full moon in Pisces promises to 
bring forth all kinds of surprises. If you’re 
single, get ready to meet somebody who 
matches your frequency. If you are cou-
pled, make space for deeper intimacy. 
The not-so-good news? Somebody on 
the work front may be trying to sabotage 
your game. Staying alert will help you act 
in time and prevent further damage.
TAURUS:
Healing is seldom a linear process. There 
are good days and bad days. And the 
bad days are usually followed by the 
good days. So, trust the light at the end 
of the tunnel, and let this light guide you 
forward. This is a time of cleansing and 
purging, Taurus. A time of letting go of 
the past baggage and finding your free-
dom. 
GEMINI:
Healing is seldom a linear process. There 
are good days and bad days. But, the 
bad days usually outnumber the good 
days. So, take it all in your stride, beau-

tiful. Transmute the pain with the light of 
awareness. Know that the Universe is 
supporting you in the process of trans-
formation. What you need to be mindful 
of: projecting your shadows onto others.
CANCER:
It’s not our experiences that define our 
reality, but our perception of them. What 
you are experiencing right now is a time 
of inner illumination. A time of watching 
all that has passed through the lens of 
awareness. You understand that things 
were neither good nor bad.
LEO:
There are things we do for love and 
then there are things we do for money. 
But, who says you cannot find a middle 
ground between the two? The full moon 
in Pisces is bringing forth all kinds of 
revelations *and* rendering you with the 
courage to follow your true path. So, stay 
in the energy of passion, Leo, as you re-
lease your attachment to a specific out-
come. “The how” and “the why” of the 
manifestation process is not something 

you’re meant to worry about.
VIRGO:
You are a manifesting maven, Virgo, and 
you don’t even know this yet. Today, 
you’re being asked to transmute fears 
and remember how powerful you are. 
The forces are working with and through 
you, helping you create the life you de-
sire and deserve. If you’ve been calling in 
for support on the work front, get ready 
to witness a magnificent shift in this area 
of your life too.
LIBRA:
Be careful of what you’re putting out 
there, Libra. Every time you say ‘Love 
doesn’t work out for me’, that’s the 
story you give power to, and this sto-
ry then keeps you stuck in a loop. The 
cards are urging you to change your 
mindset when it comes to affairs of 
the heart. The soulful connection you 
desire and deserve is being offered 
to you, right now and in this moment. 
It all comes down to how open you will 
choose to be.

SCORPIO:
At any point of time, we have two op-
tions: to operate from a space of fear 
or let love reign. Something tells you’re 
about to confront your biggest fear and 
take a bold step in the direction of who 
and what you love. As such, the full 
moon in Pisces is activating the portal of 
blessings for you. 
SAGITTARIUS:
If you’re being weighed down by a sense 
of stagnation, it’s time to shake things 
up. It’s time to break old habits and com-
mit to doing things differently. Yes, that 
means saying ‘yes’ to opportunities that 
feel out of your comfort zone too. For 
some of you the choice to travel or move 
for work may be on the cards too. 
CAPRICORN:
The thing is, our soul knows. Our soul 
always knows where we feel a sense of 
home, and this full moon you are being 
shown the sacred ties that bind you with 
those you with your tribe. Remember, it’s 
not always about grand declarations of 

affection. The quiet strength and support 
you render is what will truly help your re-
lationships thrive.
AQUARIUS:
There are people who calculate their 
wealth in terms of the digits in their 
bank, but you’re not one of those people, 
Aquarius. You value quality over quanti-
ty and understand that love, abundance 
and joy are your true assets. Not to men-
tion, the soul connections that bring joie 
de vivre to your life and inspire you to be 
the best version of yourself. 
PISCES:
Dear Pisces, do you believe that you 
need to carry the weight of the world on 
your shoulders? Are you of the opinion 
that it is your job to fix another person? 
Here’s the thing, beautiful: the only per-
son you can work on is yourself. So, 
break free from the illusions. Replace the 
negative beliefs with a positive mindset. 
The more you practice non-attachment, 
the more balance and harmony you will 
find in your relationships.

Prosecutors wrap up as R Kelly 
trial moves into next stage

NEW YORK (AP): 
Prosecutors at the R. Kelly 
sex trafficking trial ended 
their case Monday after 
calling dozens of witnesses 
over the past month who 
detailed the government’s 
sweeping allegations against 
the singer in lurid detail.

Several women and two 
men who were in Kelly’s 
celebrity orbit testified 
about how he grooming 
them for unwanted sex and 
psychological tormented 
them — mostly when 
they were teenagers — in 
episodes dating to the 1990s. 
Their accounts were backed 
at least in part by former 
Kelly employees whose own 
testimony suggested they 
were essentially paid off to 
look the other way or actively 
enable him.

The defense will now 
begin calling former Kelly 
employees in an effort to 
cast doubt on some of the 
accusers’ accounts.

Kelly’s lawyers must find 
ways to counter testimony 
from accusers alleging an 
array of perverse misconduct 
spanning three decades. 
Among the troubling tableaus 
— his entourage locking a 
radio station intern in a room 
where he sexually assaulted 
her while she was passed 
out; witnesses claiming that 
he gave them herpes without 
disclosing he had an STD; 
Kelly shooting a shaming 
video of one alleged victim 
showing her smearing feces 
on her face as punishment 
for breaking arbitrary rules 
meant to protect his fragile 
ego.

A large chunk of the 

testimony focused on an 
infamous scandal involving 
his youngest and most 
famous alleged victim: R&B 
phenom Aaliyah. One of the 
final witnesses described 
seeing Kelly sexually abusing 
Aaliyah around 1993, when 
Aaliyah was only 13 or 14. The 
former backup performer 
also told the jury Kelly 
sexually abused her as well 
when she was 15 — another 
in a series of accusers who 
say he exploited them when 
they were underage.

The jury had previously 
heard evidence about a fraud 
marriage scheme hatched to 
protect Kelly after he feared 
he had impregnated Aaliyah. 
A marriage license that was 
put into evidence falsely 
listed her age as 18; he was 
27 at the time.

Aaliyah, whose full name 
was Aaliyah Dana Haughton, 
worked with Kelly, who 
wrote and produced her 
1994 debut album, “Age Ain’t 

Nothing But A Number.” She 
died in a plane crash in 2001 
at age 22.

The last government 
witness was an expert 
witness on abusive 
relationships. Dawn Hughes 
testified about studies 
showing that many abusers 
systematically isolate, 
demean, subjugate and spy 
on their victims as means of 
control — all tactics allegedly 
used by Kelly. Generally 
speaking, it isn’t unusual for 
powerful people like Kelly to 
be surrounded by underlings 
who “knew about it and didn’t 
do anything,” Hughes said.

The 54-year-old 
defendant, born Robert 
Sylvester Kelly,  has 
pleaded not guilty to 
racketeering charges 
accusing him of running 
a Chicago-based 
enterprise of managers, 
bodyguards and other 
employees who helped 
him recruit and transport his 

victims. The travel violated 
the Mann Act, which makes 
it illegal to transport anyone 
across state lines “for any 
immoral purpose” — the 
same law that sent rock 
legend Chuck Berry to prison 
in 1959.

Kelly has vehemently 
denied the charges, claiming 
that the women were 
groupies who wanted to take 
advantage of his fame and 
fortune until the #MeToo 
movement turned them 
against him.

Oddly, members of the 
press and public haven’t 
actually seen the jailed Kelly 
in person since the trial 
began on Aug. 18. U.S. District 
Judge Ann Donnelly has 
barred people not directly 
involved in the case from the 
courtroom in what she called 
a coronavirus precaution.

Observers are restricted to 
an overflow courtroom, leaving 
them to try to follow the case 
through a video feed.

Michaela Coel wins writing 
Emmy for 'I May Destroy You'

Los Angeles, Sep 20 (PTI): 
Actor-writer Michaela Coel 
scored an Emmy award in 
the outstanding writing for 
a limited series category 
for her hit and critically-
acclaimed series "I May 
Destroy You".

In the HBO show, Coel 
starred as Arabella, a 
young woman who seeks 
to rebuild her life after she 
recalls being drugged and 
raped at a local nightclub.

The show, which 
is based on Coel's 
personal experience 
with sexual assault, 
bested fellow nominees 
"Mare of Easttown", "The 
Queen's Gambit" and 
"WandaVision".

"I May Destroy You" 
was created, written and 
co-directed by Coel and 
Sam Miller and received 
glowing reviews upon its 
premiere last June.

Coel dedicated the 

story of the show "to every 
single survivor of sexual 
assault".

"I just wrote a little 
something for writers," she 
said during her acceptance 
speech.

"Write the tale that 
scares you, that makes you 
feel uncertain, that isn't 
comfortable. I dare you -- in 
a world that entices us to 
browse through the lives 
of others to help us better 
determine how we feel about 
ourselves, and to in turn feel 
the need to be constantly 
visible, for visibility these 
days seems to somehow 
equate to success -- do not be 
afraid to disappear from it, 
from us for a while, and see 
what comes to you in the 
silence," she further said.

Coel was also 
nominated in three other 
categories for producing, 
directing and acting in the 
series.

The show received nods in 
categories like contemporary 
costumes, music supervision, 
casting for a limited series, 
directing for a limited series 
(twice), supporting actor in 
a limited series for (Paapa 
Essiedu), and limited series.

The win for "I May 
Destroy You" comes 
months after it was left 
out at this year's Golden 

Globes, which sparked a 
controversy following a 
Times investigation of the 
Hollywood Foreign Press 
Association that revealed the 
organisation had no Black 
voters.

Later, the show bagged 
two trophies in the categories 
of the miniseries and leading 
actress for Coel at the BAFTA 
Awards.

Rani Mukerji wraps Estonia schedule 
of 'Mrs Chatterjee Vs Norway'

Mumbai, Sep 21 (PTI): Actor 
Rani Mukerji has completed 
the month-long first schedule 
of her next feature film "Mrs 
Chatterjee Vs Norway" that 
was being filmed in Estonia.

Directed by Ashima 
Chibber, "Mrs Chatterjee 
Vs Norway" is produced by 
Monisha Advani, Madhu 
Bhojwani and Nikkhil Advani's 
Emmay Entertainment and 
Zee Studios.

The film follows the journey 
of a mother who wages a battle 
against an entire country.

The news of the 
schedule wrap was shared 
by Emmay Entertainment 
on Instagram on Tuesday. 
"It's a wrap in Estonia for 
#MrsChatterjeeVsNorway! 
Mapping this dynamic 
journey, and a big thank you 
to each and every one," the 
post read.According to the 

makers, keeping in mind the 
COVID-19 safety protocols 
the entire cast and crew 
shot in a bio bubble with all 
necessary precautions.

The final schedule of the 
film is expected to begin 
shooting in India soon.

Mukherji's last big screen 
outing was 2019's "Mardaani 
2". She will also be seen in 
Yash Raj Films' "Bunty aur 
Babli 2".


