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Cabinet 
Sanctions

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 29 N :

Following are some of 
the decisions taken in the 

Cabinet meeting that was held 
today at Samman Bhawan:-
CO-OPERATION DEPART-
MENT

1. Approval for release 
of Rs.1 crore as Grants-in-
aid to 12 Cooperative So-
cieties for construction of 
infrastructure.
BUILDINGS AND HOUS-
ING DEPARTMENT

2. Approval and sanc-
tion of Rs.75.26 lakhs for 
extension of Ashirwad 
Bhawan in the Raj Bhawan 
Complex.
HEALTH CARE, HUMAN 
SERVICES & FAMILY WEL-
FARE DEPARTMENT

3. Approval and sanc-
tion of Rs. 42.99 crores 
towards establishment of 
Tertiary Cancer Care Cen-
tre at Multi Speciality Hos-
pital, Sichey.

4. Approval and sanc-
tion of Rs. 8,39,31,000/-  
for construction of Com-
munity Health Centre 
Building at Soreng .

5. Approval and sanc-
tion of Rs.22,45,979/- for 
purchase of furniture, 
mannequins, models and 
other instruments for Sik-
kim Nursing College.

6. Approval and sanc-
tion of Rs.92 lakhs to-
wards establishment of 
Haemodialysis Unit at 
Namchi District Hospital.

7. Approval and sanc-
tion of Rs.30 lakhs to car-
ry out Research/Study on 
suicide and drug substance 
abuse during the current i-
nancial year, 2018-19.

8. Approval and sanction 
of Rs.555.2894 crores for 
construction of new Medical 
College at Sochakgang .
ROADS AND BRIDGES DE-
PARTMENT

9. Approval and sanc-
tion of Rs.1, 16, 38,111/- 
with additional sanction 
of Rs.32,53,665/-  for diver-
sion of Namchi-VoK-Sikip 
Road at Kamrang College. 

10. Approval of 
Rs.40.80 crores and addi-
tional sanction of Rs.10.37 
crores for improvement 
& carpeting of Reshi-Leg-
ship -Bermiok road. 

11. Approval and sanc-
tion of Rs.267.38 lakhs  for 
construction of new link 
road from Krishna Mandir 
to Taaza PMGSY road un-
der Pakyong Sub-Division. 

12. Approval and sanc-
tion of Rs.548.59 lakhs for 
geometric improvement, 
protection, drainage and 
carpeting from Jogi Dara 
turning to Dentam school 
and Lidung Village to Al-
pine Cheese factory in 
West Sikkim.
HUMAN RESOURCE DEVEL-
OPMENT DEPARTMENT

13. Approval and sanc-
tion of Rs.21.48 lakhs  for 
vertical extension of Mul-
tipurpose hall at Govern-
ment Secondary School at 
Lower Syari.

14. Approval and sanc-
tion of Rs.75.80 lakhs  for 
construction of four roomed 
school building at Takshang 
Primary School under Amba 
GPU in East Sikkim.

15. Approval and sanc-
tion of Rs.68.82 lakhs 
with additional sanction 
of Rs.22.77 lakhs for con-
struction of six - roomed 

Golay marches off on 
Parivartan Sankalp Yatra

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 29 N : 

Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha president, PS Ta-

mang [Golay], teed off 
his party’s “Parivartan 
Sankalp Yatra,” his out-
reach tour scheduled 
to span the entire state, 
from Dodak under Da-
ramdin constituency in 
West Sikkim today. 

An SKM press release 
informs that the entire 
expense of the Yatra is 
being borne by people 
hosting the SKM meet-
ings and that today as 
well, people of the area 
thanked Mr Tamang for 
his visit.

He was accorded a 
grand welcome by the 
people of the constitu-
ency and a constituen-
cy-level party of ice also 
inaugurated at Sombaria.

Mr Tamang conferred 
with the people of Okha-
rey, Ribdi, Bhareng and 
surrounding areas and 
heard out their issues 
and grievances, the re-
lease informs. 

In his address to par-

ty workers at the Som-
baria party of ice, Mr 
Tamang explained that 
the Parivartan Sankalp 
Yatra was an important 
programme of the party 
to understand the condi-
tion of the people at the 
grassroots level, learn 
of their aspirations and 
to evaluate claims of the 
SDF government. 

On the same, he al-
leged that development 
is re lected only on paper 
in Sikkim and that when 
it come to the villages, 
no real development has 
taken place. 

He added that the 
party will be holding di-
rect interactions with the 
people during the yatra 
to get a irmer grip of the 

situation on ground.
Mr Tamang lashed 

out against the SDF par-
ty for providing bene its 
to the people only when 
elections approach. His 
barb was clearly aimed 
at the upcoming string of 
Janta Melas in the State.

He also alleged that 
the CM was lexing mon-
ey power to lure the peo-

ple and went on to con-
tend that central funds 
released for develop-
ment were unfortunately 
being diverted to serve 
political ends.

He also reiterated 
SKM’s demand that the 
State government release 
arrears pending against the 
ifth pay commission before 

the upcoming festivals. 

Cabinet sanctions Rs 30 lakh 
to fund research on suicides 

and substance abuse

Nathula Trade season comes to a close, 
exports expected to cross Rs 40 cr

Will form coalition with anyone wanting to work 
for betterment of Sikkim: Bhaichung Bhutia

Indraprastha Apollo 
Hospitals offers Free Super 

Speciality OPD at STNM

N  D , N  29 (PTI): 
Ahead of the Lok Sabha 
polls, former Indian foot-
ball captain Bhaichung 
Bhutia, who launched the 
Hamro Sikkim Party in 
April, said Thursday his 
out it will form a coali-
tion with anyone want-
ing to work for the bet-
terment of his state.

Bhutia said that the 
HSP is currently in touch 
with national as well as 
regional parties which 
want progress of Sikkim.

“We are talking to all 
the parties right now. 

Whichever parties -- na-
tional or regional -- are 
wanting to work for the 
betterment of Sikkim, we 
are ready to form a coa-

lition...,” Bhutia told PTI 
when asked about his 
party forming a coalition 
with the Bharatiya Janata 
Party or any other party 
in the Lok Sabha polls.

The general elections 
are scheduled to be held 
next year in the country.

Bhaichung had con-
tested the 2014 Lok 
Sabha polls and the 2016 
West Bengal Assembly 
elections as a Trinamool 
Congress candidate, but 
had lost the polls and 
quit Mamata Banerjee’s 
party in February.

The former Indian 
football captain had then 
loated the HSP in April 

this year.
Meanwhile, the Ham-

ro Sikkim Party Thursday 
iled a petition in the Su-

preme Court seeking to 
change the “immigrant” 
tag of the Sikkimese Ne-
pali community, he told 
reporters here.

Bhutia said the rul-
ing Sikkim Democrat-
ic Front (SDF) has not 
done anything to change 
the word from the apex 
court verdict delivered 

around 40 years back 
even as it had promised 
in its manifesto. The the 
Sikkimese Nepali com-
munity had been tagged 
as “immigrant” in a Su-
preme Court judgement. 
Sikkim has three ethnic 
communities Lepchas, 
Bhutias and Nepalis.

“We have iled a pe-
tition in the Supreme 
Court today urging it 
to look into it so that 
the word of immigrant 
is not used for the Sik-
kimese Nepali commu-
nity...” he said.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 29 N :

The 13th season of 
Indo-China border 

trade via Nathula came 
to an end today with the 
volume of trade in ex-
ports reaching Rs 37.50 
crore. Trade had com-
menced this year on 01 
May and was to continue 
till 30 Nov but since the 
last day is a non-trading 
day, trade was closed a 
day in advance. Trade 
will commence next on 
01 May, 2019. 

The closing ceremony 
of trade this season was 
organized by Tibetan 
traders at Rinchengang, 
TAR China. This cere-
mony is organized in re-
ciprocal manner. More 
than 50 Indian traders 
participated in the clos-
ing ceremony which was 
presided over by senior 
of icials from Tibetan 
Autonomous Region and 
Tibetan traders.

Superintendent of 

Customs posted at the 
Indo-China border at 
Nathula, S. Lakra, in-
formed SummitTimes 
that this year, volume of 
trade in exports was Rs. 
37.50 crore till the end 
of Oct and the number is 
expected to cross Rs 40 
crore once the inal trad-
ing accounts come in.

He also informed that 
till the end of Oct, volume 
of trade in imports stood 
at Rs 2.76 crore and is 
expected to cross Rs. 3 
crore after accounting 
the volume of the whole 
trading season.

There has been a rise 
in imports compared to 
the last three seasons 
while exports have dou-
bled in the last two sea-
sons, he said.

The Indian traders 
have imported mostly six 
items - carpets, ready-
made garments, blan-
kets, shoes, jackets and 
quilts while they have 
exported more than 13 
items [Vegetable Oil, 
Rice, Processed Food, 
Canned Food, Textiles, 
Copper items].

This trading season
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SAGAR CHETTRI
G , 29 N : 

Indraprastha Apollo 
Hospitals, New Delhi, 

in association with STNM 
Hospital is organising 
a Free Super Speciality 
OPD on 01 Dec here at 
STNM Hospital. The day-
long OPD will have four 
super specialities from 
Indraprastha Apol-
lo Hospitals. The free 
camp is scheduled to 
start at 10 a.m. and will 
continue till 3 p.m. 

The OPD will have 
senior consultant Gas-
troenterology/GI & liver 

diseases, Dr SL Broor, se-
nior consultant Nephrol-
ogy/kidney, Dr Sanjeev 
Jasuja, senior consultant 
surgical oncology/ can-
cer, Dr [Col] VP Singh and 
senior consultant Neuro-
surgery [brain/spine], Dr 
Pranav Kumar.

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 
Paras Duggal from In-
draprastha Apollo Hospi-
tals mentioned that four 
super specialists from 
Indraprastha Apollo Hos-
pitals will see patients in 
this super speciality OPD. 

turn to pg02

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 30 N :

The Cabinet, in its sit-
ting chaired by the 

Chief Minsiter today, ap-
proved and sanctioned 
Rs. 30 lakh to carry out 
Research/ Study on sui-
cides and substance 
abuse in Sikkim during 
the current inancial 
year, 2018-19.

It may be mentioned 
here that the High Court 
of Sikkim had recently 
instituted a suo moto 
Public Interest Litiga-
tion based on an edi-
torial, “Contemplating 
Suicide,” published in 
SummitTimes on 23 No-
vember 2018.

The High Court di-
vision bench headed by 
Chief Justice Vijai Kumar 
Bist had issued a notice 
to the State Government 
seeking details on points 
raised in the editorial 
and what measures had 
been taken to address 
the situation.

The earmarking of 
funds for a detailed study 
on the issue will hopeful-
ly help the State under-
stand the problem better.

While still on the 
health sector, the Cabinet 
also sanctioned Rs 42.99 
crore and Rs. 555.2894 
crore towards establish-
ment of Tertiary Cancer 
Care Centre at the Multi 

Speciality Hospital com-
ing up at Sichey and con-
struction of a new Medi-
cal College at Sochakgang 
respectively.

Meanwhile on edu-
cation, to improve infra-
structure at 17 schools 
including upgradation 
of playgrounds there, 
the Cabinet sanctioned 
Rs.750.13 crore en bloc. 

Rs. 1,66,23,279 was 
sanctioned for procure-
ment of text books from 
NCERT and CBSE for 
Classes VI-XII for the ac-
ademic session 2019-20.

The Cabinet also 
sanctioned Rs 49.95 
lakh for procurement of 
sports equipments for 
194 Government Sec-
ondary and Senior Sec-
ondary Schools during 
current inancial year 
2018-19. 

In addition to this, the 
Cabinet accorded post 
facto approval for regu-
larization of 17 Assistant 
Professors in various 
Government Colleges 
along with creation of 8 
new posts of Assistant 
Professors.

Similarly, approval for 
Rs 6.50 crores as grant-
in-aid to CCCT, Chisopani 
and ATTC, Bardang and 
post facto con irmation 
of the sanction of Rs 2 
crores released to these 
institutes, was accorded.

CAREER COUNSELLING 
and STUDY ABROAD 

with Mindscan Education, Noida

04-06 Dec, 2018
Hotel Rendezvous, Gangtok

an initiative of 

in association with SummitTimes

4th Dec, 9.30 am-
Topic:

(a) How to choose subjects for class 11 ( for class 
9 and 10 students)

4th Dec, 4 pm- 
Topic : 

(a)  Myths vs reality - Studying outside India 
(b)  Which course / career stream to pursue af-

ter class 12 ( in India or Abroad )

5th Dec, 9: 30 AM
(a) How to plan your college / university educa-

tion

5th Dec, 4 pm- 
(a)  Myths vs reality - Studying outside India 
(b)  Which course / career stream to pursue af-

ter class 12 ( in India or Abroad)

WALK IN EVENT. 
FREE FOR ALL

For individual counseling, students 
have to register at Hotel Rendezvous 

counter from 1st Dec onwards
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school building at South 
Regu Secondary School. 

16. Approval and sanc-
tion of Rs.45.21 lakhs  
for construction of four 
roomed school building at 
Kaiyong Primary School in 
East Sikkim.

17. Approval and sanc-
tion of Rs.1008.90 lakhs 
for implementation of Mid 
Day Meal Scheme in Sikkim 
during 2018-19.(Post facto)

18. Approval and sanc-
tion of Rs.20.42 lakhs for 
construction/develop-
ment of playground at Pa-
kkigaon Secondary School 
in West Sikkim.

19. Approval and sanc-
tion of Rs.30.91 lakhs  for 
extension of playground 
and additional fencing at 
Kabrey Secondary School 
in South Sikkim.

20. Approval and sanc-
tion of Rs.15.18 lakhs  for 
extension of playground 
and construction of gal-
lery at Namchi Girl’s Se-
nior Secondary School. 

21. The proposal seeks 
administrative approval 
and inancial sanction of 
Rs.18.95 lakhs for con-
struction of four roomed 
school building at Yang-
sum Senior Secondary 
School in West Sikkim.

22. Approval and sanc-
tion of Rs.67.89 lakhs 
for construction of six 
roomed school building 
at Kharpaney Primary 
School in West Sikkim.

23. Approval and sanc-
tion of Rs.51.05 lakhs for 
construction of Princi-
pal’s Quarter and ground 
upgradation at Namthang 

Senior Secondary School .
24. Approval and sanc-

tion of Rs.50.07 lakhs for 
construction of Multi-Pur-
pose Hall with two roomed 
School building at Gov-
ernment Primary School, 
Singithang, Namchi.

25. Approval and sanc-
tion of Rs.65.83 lakhs for 
construction of ifteen 
roomed school building at 
Government Junior High 
School at Upper Yangang

26. Approval and sanc-
tion of Rs.1,66,23,279/- 
for procurement of text 
books from NCERT and 
CBSE for Classes VI-XII 
for the academic session 
2019-20.

27. Approval and sanc-
tion of Rs.43.32 lakhs (for 
construction/upgradation 
of school ground with pa-
vilion at Padamchey Sec-
ondary School .

28. Approval and sanc-
tion of Rs.34.90 lakhs 
for construction of four 
roomed school building 
at Badamtam Primary 
School in South Sikkim.

29. Approval and sanc-
tion of Rs.69.99 lakhs for 
procurement of lab equip-
ments for 70 Government 
Secondary and Senior 
Secondary Schools during 
2018-19.

30. Approval and sanc-
tion of Rs.49.95 lakhs for 
procurement of sports 
equipments for 194 Gov-
ernment Secondary and 
Senior Secondary Schools 
during 2018-19.

31. Approval and 
sanction of Rs.47.54 lakhs 
for construction of seven 

roomed school building at 
Sekrep-Budang Junior High 
School in West Sikkim.

32. Approval for regu-
larization of 17 Assistant 
Professors in different 
subjects in various Gov-
ernment Colleges of the 
State along with creation 
of 8 new posts of Assistant 
Professors.(Post facto)

33. Approval and sanc-
tion of Rs.6.50 crores as 
grant-in-aid to CCCT, Chiso-
pani and ATTC, Bardang and 
post facto con irmation of 
the sanction of Rs.2 crores 
released to these institutes.
DEPARTMENT OF SPORTS 
AND YOUTH AFFAIRS

34. Approval and sanc-
tion of Rs.29,53,000/- as 
Cash Incentive Awards 
to 86 Meritorious Sports 
Persons(53 National & In-
ternational and 33 Zonal 
& NE Games).
FOOD & CIVIL SUPPLIES 
& CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
DEPARTMENT

35. Approval and sanc-
tion of Rs. 38.63 lakhs for 
protective work and car-
peting of parking yard at 
Singtam Food Godown.
WATER SECURITY & PUB-
LIC HEALTH ENGINEER-
ING DEPARTMENT

36. Approval and sanc-
tion of Rs.72.31 lakhs  for 
rehabilitation of sewer 
line from Zero Point near 
Directorate of Handloom & 
Handicrafts up to Develop-
ment Area Road,Gangtok.

37. Approval and sanc-
tion of Rs.1,36,55,600/- 
for immediate raising of 
RCC Manhole Chambers 
along National Highway & 

Indira Bye Pass, in Sewer 
Zone I & IV, Gangtok.
ENERGY AND POWER DE-
PARMENT

38. Approval and sanc-
tion of Rs.2309.62 lakhs 
for up-gradation and mod-
ernization of power distri-
bution network of Namchi 
and its surrounding areas 
with high voltage distribu-
tion system .

39. Approval and sanc-
tion of Rs.1570.57 lakhs 
over the original approved 
cost of Rs.3383.04 lakhs 
for design, engineering, 
supply, erection, testing, 
commissioning of 132 KV 
Transmission Line from 
Lower Lagyap Hydel Proj-
ect to Sherathang. 

40. Approval and sanc-
tion of Rs.36,33,007/- for 
repair works at 66/11 
KV substation at Pachey 
after breakdown of 10 
MVA,66/11 KV power 
transformer at Pachey, Pa-
kyong.(Post facto)

41. Approv-
al and sanction of 
Rs.28,70,781/- for repair 
of 10 MVA power trans-
former at Pachey, Pakyong.
ECCLESIASTICAL AF-
FAIRS DEPARTMENT

42. Approval and sanc-
tion of Rs.50 lakhs  for 
construction of Sangag 
Choling Gonpa Tindharey, 
Bhasmey, East Sikkim.
DEPARTMENT OF ANI-
MAL HUSBANDRY, LIVE-
STOCK, FISHERIES AND 
VETERINARY SERVICES

43. Approval and i-
nancial sanction of Rs.29, 
80,076/- for distribution 
of 51 milch cows, chemical 

free feed, milking cans etc.
44. Approval and sanc-

tion of Rs.22,62,700/- for 
establishment of modern 
abattoir for poultry birds at 
Malli Dara in South Sikkim. 

45. Approval and sanc-
tion of Rs.25 lakhs  for 
implementation of the 
programme -Incentivised 
support to 150 progressive 
piggery farmers- as per 
their demand made during 
32 days’ tour of HCM .

46. Approval and sanc-
tion of Rs.115 lakhs for 
implementation of follow-
ing schemes under Border 
Area Development Pro-
gramme:- 

i) Establishment of  
Dairy Farm (Community) 
at Latong,Lachen amount-
ing Rs 70 lakhs and 

ii) Skill development 
training for angora wool 
production at Lachen, 
amounting to Rs 45 lakhs.
DEPARTMENT OF INFOR-
MATION TECHNOLOGY

47. Approval and sanc-
tion of Rs.89,33,000/-for  
development of Sikkim Gov-
ernment Services Portal.
DEPARTMENT OF MINES, 
MINERALS & GEOLOGY

48. Approval and sanc-
tion of Rs.35,13,174/- for 
implementation of var-
ious projects proposed 
to be carried out during 
the current inancial year 
2018-19.
FOOD SECURITY AND 
AGRICULTURE DEVELOP-
MENT DEPARTMENT

49. Approval and sanc-
tion of Rs. 649.866 lakhs for 
implementation of National 
Food Security Mission on 

rice, pulses, coarse cereals, 
nutri cereals and oilseeds.
DEPARTMENT OF FOR-
ESTS, ENVIRONMENT & 
WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT

50.  Approval and 
sanction of Rs.50 lakhs 
for beauti ication of Gang-
tok with the objective of: 
i) maintaining prioritized 
locations in the city ,which  
are MG Marg ,Naya Bazar 
and Zero Point, ii) Mainte-
nance of lower pots on the 
over-bridges in the city. 
HOME DEPARTMENT

51. Approval and sanc-
tion of Rs.37,88,700/- for 
face-lifting of New Sikkim 
House and Old Sikkim 
House, New Delhi.

52. Approval and sanc-
tion of Rs.1,56,23,928/-  
for payment of land com-
pensation for Judicial 
infrastructure at Kyongsa, 
West Sikkim.

53. Approval and sanc-
tion of Rs.48,81,635/- for 
setting up of temporary 
Court Building for Civil 
Judge-cum-Judicial Magis-
trate at Rangpo, East Sik-
kim.(Post facto)
URBAN DEVELOPMENT AND 
HOUSING DEPARTMENT

54. Approval and sanc-
tion of Rs.90.75 lakhs for 
construction of Multipurpose 
Hall and allied Works at Hee 
Bazaar in West Sikkim.

55. Approval and sanc-
tion of Rs.535.40 lakhs for 
construction of Kissan Ba-
zaar cum car parking Plaza 
at Gyalshing in West Sikkim.

56. Approval of 
Rs.239.17 lakhs with addi-
tional sanction of Rs.7.76 
lakhs for up-gradation of 

Rorathang Bazaar, East 
Sikkim.

57. Approval and sanc-
tion of Rs.100 lakhs (Ru-
pees one hundred lakhs) 
for procurement of 8728 
Compost Bins-ECOBINS of 
model Regular Composer 
Kit 20 L through SIMFED.
DEPARTMENT OF PER-
SONNEL, ADMINISTRA-
TIVE REFORMS, TRAINING 
AND PUBLIC GRIEVANCES 

58. Approval for cre-
ation of posts vis-à-vis 
framing of Service recruit-
ment rules namely Sikkim 
State Sub-ordinate Urban 
Development and Housing 
Department Service Rules.
COMMERCE AND INDUS-
TRIES DEPARTMENT

59. Approval and sanc-
tion of Rs. 62,41,500/- for 
implementation of three 
Cluster Development 
Project under North East 
Region Textile Promotion 
Scheme (NERTPS) in Sik-
kim by Sikkim Handloom 
and Handicrafts Develop-
ment Corporation Ltd.
WATER RESOURCE AND 
WATER DEVELOPMENT 
DEPARTMENT

60. Approval and sanc-
tion of Rs.3611.26 lakhs 
for implementation of 
2391 different rural and 
urban schemes.
DEPARTMENT OF PER-
SONNEL, ADMINISTRA-
TIVE REFORMS, TRAINING 
AND PUBLIC GRIEVANCES 

61. Approval for cre-
ation of posts for reg-
ularization of left out 
temporary employees of 
Department of Informa-
tion Technology who have 

completed 10 years of ser-
vice as on 31.03.2013.
ENERGY AND POWER DE-
PARTMENT

62. Approval of the 
following with regards 
to construction of 132KV 
GIS Bays at PowerGrdi 
400/220/132 KV pooling 
station at New Rangpo for 
the 132 KV Chuzachen to 
New Rangpo Double Cir-
cuit Transmission Line:

1. Revision of rate of 
interest on mobilization 
advance to match the Prime 
Lending Rate of interest of 
the Power Finance Corpo-
ration of India.

2. Acceptance of Au-
thorization Letter issued 
by Hyosung Corporation, 
Korea and clauses includ-
ed in the bidding docu-
ment vide: Vol-I/S&I/ITB/
SSTE/Rev3-June 2012 in 
place of POA.

63. Approval and sanc-
tion of 1.85 crores for re-
pair and re-commission-
ing of damaged 10 MVA 
Transformer-II alongwith 
replacement and revamp-
ing of critical 66 & 11 
KV equipment at 2x10 
MVA,66/11 KV Bulbulay 
Sub-Station, Gangtok.
RURAL MANAGEMENT 
AND DEVELOPMENT DE-
PARTMENT

64. Approval and en-
bloc sanction of Rs.15 
crores to take up activities 
proposed under the Criti-
cal Gap Funding and pro-
visioning of State Share 
amounting to Rs.1.50 
crores in proportion to 
the release by the Central 
Ministry.(Post facto)

Cabinet Sanctions.....

around 750 Indian traders participated in the border 
trade.

During the closing ceremony, Secretary Commerce 
& Industries, SK Pradhan, along with Joint Secretary, 
Commerce & Industries, N Jaswant, represented India 
and offered khadas to their counterparts at the In-
do-China border gate whereas of icials from TAR was 
represented by Senior Customs of icials.

Nathula Trade season...

He mentioned that doctors will evaluate patients 
from Sikkim who have been taking treatment from 
the Apollo hospital as well as other patients. 

“Indraprastha Apollo Hospitals started collaborat-
ing with the government of Sikkim when it was em-
panelled in the year 2011 and has been running this 
free super speciality OPD twice a year for the last ive 
years. The irst OPD of this year was held in April,” 
said Mr Duggal.

Likewise, STNM Hospital Medical Superinten-
dent, Dr KB Gurung mentioned that internationally 
renowned super specialists from Apollo Hospitals 
are coming on their own expenses to see patients of 
Sikkim. On the same, he urged the people to take full 
advantage of this free OPD.

Indraprastha Apollo..

SKM holds public 
meeting at Nampatam

WANGCHUK BHUTIA
MANGAN, 29 N : 

Under the guidance of 
Atop Lepcha, Lakpa 

Lepcha [actor of Dhokbu 
ilm], Sam Tshering  Lep-

cha, a public meeting 
was organized by Sik-
kim Krantikari Morcha 
(SKM) at Nampatam 
ward of Lachen Mangan 
constituency today.

The programme was 
attended by Samdup Lep-
cha of SKM as chief guest 

accompanied by senior 
citizens and youth.

Lakpa Lepcha, in his 
address, said that people 
must work for the devel-
opment of the weaker 
sections of society and not 
for individuals. Each house-
hold should be aware and 
should understand SKM’s 
call for ‘parivartan’.

He criticized the 
‘One Family One Job’ an-
nouncement by the Chief 
Minister, stating that it 

is a temporary job that 
cannot bene it the youth. 
He added that MGNRE-
GA registered job card 
holders names cannot be 
cancelled as it is a central 
scheme aimed at devel-
opment and solving the 
unemployment problem.

Mr Lepcha further 
alleged that the present 
government has done 
nothing to solve the 
problem of increasing 
suicide rate in the State. 

During the meeting, 
several issues regarding 
problems faced by Nam-
patam public school chil-
dren and teachers due to 
poor condition of roads. 
It was stated the road con-
struction work from Nam-
patam to Punjyo Kyong has 
been put on halt for the last 
few months and road align-
ment has not been done 
properly. Denlok Lepcha, a 
retired teacher, alleged that 
he has faced victimization 
transfer but has always pro-
vided proper services to his 
students wherever he was 
posted. He also voiced his 
allegiance to SKM.

Chief guest, Samdup 
Lepcha offered khadas 
and handed over party 
flags to new members 
of the party. “Public 
should understand that 
their expectations from 
the present government 
have not been met. Vot-
ers and citizens must be 
aware that governments 
should change every 10-
15 years for proper devel-
opment and to give oppor-
tunity to the new genera-
tion to serve the society,” 
said Mr Lepcha.

Soreng Sunriser Co-
operative Society 

holds annual meet

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 29 N :

The annual General 
Board Meeting of 

Soreng Sunriser Organic 
Producer Co-operative 
Society Ltd., a registered 
Farmers Producers Or-
ganization (FPO), was 
held today at Soreng 
Community hall, a press 
release informs. The 
meeting was chaired by 
president of the board, 
Mahendra Dahal. 

Also present were 

Joint Registrar, Cooper-
ation Department, Gov-
ernment of Sikkim, Bijay 
Lama, Deputy Director 
Agriculture Soreng Sub 
Division, Pranay Gurung, 
amongst others.

The annual audit 
report was presented 
by Manager of the so-
ciety and was later ex-
plained by the auditor 
concerned. Of icials of 
Co-operative depart-
ment, Horticulture, Agri-
culture also highlighted 

the various schemes run 
by State as well as Cen-
tral Government, the re-
lease mentions. 

On the day, a Letter of 
Appreciation along with 
some cash award was 
also presented to most 
progressive farmer and 
member of the Society, 
Bikash Baniya of Tharpu. 

Share certificate 
was also issued to 
various shareholders 
during the meeting, 
the release adds.

Centre relaxes height norms for STs, Gorkhas 
of Northeast in paramilitary recruitment

NEW DELHI, NOV 29 
PTI : The Centre, in a 

bid to remove “discrim-
ination”, has relaxed 
height norms in a few 
categories for male can-
didates from the North-
east applying for posts 
of constables and sub-in-
spectors in central para-
military forces.

In a communication, 
the Home Ministry said 
the decision has been 
taken to maintain unifor-
mity in height norms of 
male Gorkhas and male 
Schedule Tribes candi-
dates of the Northeast-
ern region.

Union Minister of 
State for Home Kiren Ri-
jiju said with this relax-

ation, large numbers of 
youths from the North-
east and Gorkhas will be 
recruited in central para-
military forces.

“Ministry of Home 
Affairs has taken a his-
toric decision to re-
move discrimination in 
height norms for the STs 
of North-East India & 
Gorkhas for recruitment 
in Central Armed Forces,” 
Rijiju tweeted.

According to the re-
vised norms, the height 
of male ST candidates 
from the Northeast for 
recruitment as consta-
bles should be 157 cm 
instead of 162.5 cm.

Similarly, the height 
of male Gorkhas and 

male Schedule Tribes as-
pirants from the North-
east for the posts of 
Sub-Inspector in para-
military forces and As-
sistant Sub Inspector in 
Central Industrial Secu-
rity Force should be 157 
cm instead of 165 cm 
(for SI) and 162.5 cm (for 
ASI) respectively.

The new height 
norms will be applicable 
to Central Reserve Police 
Force (CRPF), Border 
Security Force (BSF), Sa-
shastra Seema Bal (SSB), 
Central Industrial Secu-
rity Force (CISF), Indo 
Tibetan Border Police 
(ITBP) and Assam Ri les 
(AR) and comes into im-
mediate effect.

GPU level training 
programme at Sangkhola

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 29 N :

Daylong meeting cum 
training programme 

organised by ICS Simfed 
here at  Sangkhola Pan-
chayat Bhawan today. 
The meeting was at-
tended by Panchayat 

President and Mem-
bers, VLW,and progres-
sive farmers. 

The resource per-
son for the programme 
was ICS Cluster incharge 
Deepa Lepcha. The re-
source person gave their 
presentation on organic 

farming and certi ication. 
The Panchayat President 
aware farmers about 
responsibility behind 
the organic farming 
and its benefits. About 
60 farmers from Sangk-
hola GPU participated 
in the programme.

Safai 
Abhiyan 
at Namchi 
parking 
plaza

BIKASH CHETTRI
N , 29 N :

Motor Vehicle Divi-
sion of Namchi in 

collaboration with the 
local taxi drivers’ asso-
ciation today conduct-
ed a cleanliness drive 
at Namchi parking pla-
za. Along with the mem-
bers of the association, 
the drive was also at-
tended by ARTO, Nam-
chi, Maching Lepcha, 
MVI, Namchi, Biren Rai 
and president Namchi 
Local Taxi Welfare Asso-
ciation, C B Manger.
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CapitalTIMES

Gangtok on 
Friday, 30 Nov

Temp: 18°C/09°C
Forecast: Sunny 
to partly cloudy 
with a little rain in 
the evening, then 
a shower in spots

Sunrise: 06:05 AM
Sunset: 04:42 PM

3. The application should enclosed attested copies of the (a) Validated/Updated Contractor Enlistment 

Certificate along the application. It is mandatory to produce the original validated/Updated Enlistment 

Certificate during sale/Issue of the Tender Documents for verification.  

4. The prescribed Non-Transferable Tender Documents (excluding the Tender Form) can be obtained during 

the period specified above from the office of the Assistant Engineer, Roads & Bridges Department, Rabong 

Sub Division on production of requisite Bank Receipt of a Scheduled Bank where the respective GPU’s have 

their account, towards the cost of Tender Documents (Non-Refundable). 
5. Earnest money deposit @ 2.50% in the State Bank of Sikkim shall be in the form of Deposit Receipt of 

Schedule Bank which includes deposits in the form of Temporary Deposit Receipt (TDR) in favour of the 

Senior Accounts Officer, Roads & Bridges Department, Namchi Circle. Tender Form shall be issued only on 

production of toward deposit receipts of 2.50% earnest money. 

6. The Tender documents, including the Tender Form with quoted offer should be placed in a sealed cover with 

the name of the tenderers and the name of work superscripted on it, supporting documents listed at Sl. No: 

3 (a) above should be enclosed with the offer. 

7. Sealed Tenders may be deposited in the Tender Box under their respective GPK’s (Panchayat Bhawan) on 

the date and within the time indicated above. 

8. Tenders shall be opened by a Tender Opening Committee as prescribed by the Government in the presence 

of the tenderers on the date and time indicated above. 

9. The Tenderer should sign on every page of the tender documents as Acceptance of the General Direction 

and Conditions of contract and other laid down norms. The rate quoted should be both in figures and words 

and should be inclusive of GST and all other Taxes and Levies. Over writing and corrections should be 

avoided and if made should be authenticated. Incomplete/Conditional tenders shall be rejected forthwith.  

10. In case of any discrepancy in rate(s) printed in the schedule of Rates and Quantities issued with the tender 

documents, rates as per approved Schedule of Rates will be taken as correct.  For items outside the  

Schedule of Rates (SOR), the rates shall be as per the technically checked estimate/analysis. Decision of 

the PCE-cum-Secretary/Head of the Department will be final in this regard. 

11. The work value, scope and quantum of the work are subjected to change; the contractor shall execute the 

work as per the directives of the Department. No claim on this account is entertained whatsoever. If any 

extra claim is made, it shall be as per the agreement rates. 

12. The Department reserves the rights to hold payments to the contractor unless test certificates are not 

produced by the contractor when called upon to do so. 

13. Avoidable damages due to negligence of the contractor shall be at his/her own risk and cost. The 

Department shall not be liable for payment of such damages (if any), including accidents to labour at site. 

14. The offer shall remain valid for a period for 90 (Ninety) days. The work should commence within 15 (fifteen) 

days form the issue of Work Order. 

15. All the conditions as mentioned in the NIT shall be deemed to a part of the agreement to be entered with the 

contractor. Security deposit shall be collected by deductions from the running bills of the contractor @ 5% of 

the value of work done. 

16. The Department reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tenders without assigning any reason 

thereof. 

        
         GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM                            
  ROADS & BRIDGES DEPARTMENT 

             RABONG SUB DIVISION 
        SOUTH SIKKIM 
 

 NOTICE INVITING TENDER 
 
For and on behalf of the Governor of Sikkim, Assistant Engineer (Rabong), Roads & Bridges 

Department, Government of Sikkim, invites sealed tenders under single bid system from the 

eligible contractors of class IV Grade enlisted with Sikkim Public Works Department vide 

Notification No: 584/R&B/PWD/Secy, dated 08.10.2018 & vide Notification No.556/R&B/Secy. 

Dated 28/08/2018, through competitive bidding within the territorial jurisdiction of the Gram 

Panchayat Ward where the work is to be executed. The details of works and time schedules 

are as under: - 

Sl. 
No. Name of Work 

Cost of work 
put to tender 

(in Rs) 

Earnest Money 
@ 2.5% 
(in Rs) 

Cost of 
Tender 

documents 
(in Rs) 

Completion 
time GPU/WARD 

1 Construction of road from Damthang 
Ravangla Road to Diu Sherpa Gumpa 
under Rabong Sub-Division in South 
Sikkim.(Km 1st ) 

42,38,496.00 1,05,962.00 1,500.00 12 
months 

GPU: Ben Namprik 
Ward: Diu-
Simkharka ward no 
05 

2 Construction of road from Temi NH-710 to 
Devisthan Daragaon under Rabong Sub-
Division in South Sikkim. (Km 1st) 

42,38,496.00 1,05,962.00 1,500.00 12 
months 

GPU: Ben Namprik 
Ward: Daragaon-
Dentam ward no 06 

 
 
Time Schedule: - 

1. Date of submission of application with bank Receipt    20th & 21st December, 2018.  
For issue of Tender Documents (excluding Tender (From 10.00am to 4.00pm) 
Form) 
 

2. Date of issue of Tender Form on submission of   28th & 29th December, 2018. 
TDR (as Earnest Money)    (From 10.00am to 4.00pm) 
 

3. Last Date and Time of submission of Tender: -  
 
a) Sl. no. 1 & 2     (Venue: GPK Ben Namprik)  8th January 2019 (From10.00 am to 12.00 pm)

  
4.  Date and Time of Opening of Bid: 

 
a) Sl. No. 1 & 2     (Venue: GPK Ben Namprik)  8th January 2019 (1 p.m. onwards) 
        
            

CONDITIONS OF CONTRACT: 
1. Tender is open only to the eligible Contractors/Firms of appropriate Class/Area (Concerned Gram 

Panchayat Ward). 
2. The intending tenders/contractors should apply in writing for issue of tender documents. The application 

would be invariably be signed by the contractor himself/herself. The tender documents will not be issued to 

any person other than the INTENDING TENDERER. The application shall be submitted initially for each 

works listed above with all required documents. 

17. The recoveries of Royalties on Forest Produce shall be as per rates notified by the Government from time to 

time and applicable on the date of payment. In no case, claim of any contractor for deduction as per rates 

incorporated in Analysis of Rates or Schedule of Rates on the date of tender shall be acceptable. 

18. Subletting of contract work is against the norms and if it comes to the notice, the original contract shall be 

cancelled and appropriate action shall be initiated as per the rules. 

19. In case the man power employed by the contractors are from outside the State or neighboring countries, it 

shall be the responsibility of the contractors to get them registered with the Labour Department, Government 

of Sikkim as per the relevant Labour Laws. 

20. The Department also reserves the right to increase, decrease, alter or modify the item of works as indicated 

in the NIT without assigning any reason thereof. 

21. Use of explosive shall be regulated as under: 

(a) Transportation, Handling, storage and use of Explosives (if necessary) shall be in accordance with the 

provision of the India Explosive Act and General Guidelines, Circulars issued by the department and other 

competent authorities on the subject from time to time. 

(b) The rules and regulations issued by the Sikkim Public Works Department or any other competent authority 

shall strictly be adhered to with regard to transportation, storage, handling and use of explosives at all times. 

Proper daily record of receipt and issue of explosives shall be maintained by the contractor. 

22. The contractor shall also make arrangement to have photographs of the works taken at least at three stages 

of the construction period i.e. beginning, middle and completion stages. 

23. Damage of properties in and around the work site must be avoided at all cost. The contractor shall be held 

responsible for any acts of negligence and shall be made to make good the damages. 

24. It is accepted to the tenderer to have inspected the site before submitting his/her bid. There may be possible 

site difficulties for which the tenderer should have their own correct assessment before submitting the bid. 

25. The contractor will have to pay all taxes and duties as applicable and notified by the State/Central 

Government and no claim shall be entertained in this regard whatsoever. 

26. The cost of Stock materials supplied from the Departmental store will be deducted from the contractor’s bills 

as per rules. 

                Sd/- 

 

 

           Assistant Engineer, 
Roads  & Bridges Department, 

Rabong Sub Division, 
South Sikkim. 

R.O No. 520/IPR/Pub/classi./18-19 
Date: 29.11.2018.

National Highways & Infrastructure Development Corporation Limited 
(Undertaking of Ministry of Road Transport & Highways)

Branch Offi  ce- 1st Floor, 5th Mile, M P Golai, Tadong, Opp. Mount 
Zion School

KIDZEE, Gangtok, Sikkim.

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

NOTICE INVITING TENDER FOR HIRING OF COMMER-
CIAL VEHICLE FOR OFFICE USE AT NHIDCL BRANCH OF-
FICE, GANGTOK, SIKKIM.

Earnest Money: Rs. 10,000/-
Cost of Document: Rs. 500/-

         Time Period: One Year.
Sealed Tenders are invited from established, experienced and reputed 
individuals, fi rms/Organizations and other agencies having adequate 
experience in execution of such works.
The blank BOQ and term & conditions for the above may be obtained 
from NHIDCL website or offi  ce of the undersigned.
The duly fi lled tender in sealed envelope can be submitted in the of-
fi ce of the undersigned up to 12.00 hrs. on 12.12.2018 and if possible 
quotation will be opened preferably on 12.12.2018 at 13:00 hrs by 
evaluation committee constituted for this purpose, in the presence of 
intending bidders, who choose to remain present. Regarding Queries 
may contact to General Manager (P), NHIDCL, and BO-Sikkim.

General Manager (P)

1st Floor, 5th Mile, M P Golai, Tadong, Opp. Mount Zion School 
KIDZEE, Gangtok, Sikkim-737102, Tele/fax: 03592-231063/14, 
E-mail: nhidclskm@gmail.com Website: www.nhidcl.com

SANGSINGMA SEWA
The Sangsingma Sewa of Late Lachi Maya 

Wanemphago, who left for her heavenly abode 
on 26/11/2018, falls on 
04/11/2018.  

All friends, well 
wishers and relatives 
are requested to join 
us in offering prayer for 
the departed soul at our 
residence at Phago Ni-
was, Tibuk Basti, Mang-
shila, North Sikkim.  

We would also like to express our gratitude to 
those who stood by us in our time of bereave-
ment and regret our inability to thank them in-
dividually.

Ash Raj Wanemphago (Husband).
Raj Bahadur Wanemphago, Tej Hang Wanem-

phago & Lok Bahadur Wanemphago (sons).

Cont.7432039042, 8768923609, 7872949931.

Opposition alliance talks making 
SDF anxious: BJP Sikkim

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 29 N :

Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty Sikkim unit today 

strongly condemned 
the statement of Sikkim 
Democratic Front spokes-
person, Bhim Dahal given 
in a press conference on 
Wednesday. The party 
has said that BJP does not 
need any analysis by Mr 
Dahal on the position of 
the state-unit of the party 
in the State.

In a press release, 
BJP Sikkim president, DB 
Chauhan has said that 
the BJP state-unit con-

demns the baseless and 
arrogant statement made 
by the SDF spokesperson 
and his colleagues that 
HSP and BJP are “zeros” 
in Sikkim politics. 

While mentioning 
that BJP does not need 
any analysis by Mr Dahal, 
the release states that he 
does not have any stand-
ing to question the exis-
tence of BJP in Sikkim. 
Mr Chauhan has instead 
accused SDF of chang-
ing alliances at the cen-
tre like a chameleon 
just to secure the huge 
funds from the centre. 

“Whenever Sikkim 
BJP raises the question 
about SDF party’s alli-
ance with the NDA and 
NEDA they are silent. Nei-
ther the state unit of BJP 
nor the central BJP lead-
ership wants SDF to be in 
NEDA and NDA,” the re-
lease adds. It is added that 
during his public address 
at Pakyong the Prime Min-
ister exposed the amount 
of central funds provid-
ed to Sikkim which the 
Sikkimese people had 
been unaware of. 

BJP state unit is now 
initiating talks of alli-

ance with opposition 
parties of Sikkim and 
seeing these new politi-
cal developments SDF is 
becoming anxious, the 
release states. 

BJP Sikkim has chal-
lenged the SDF leader-
ship to allow CBI into 
the State for indepen-
dent inquiry into cor-
ruption charges. 

BJP can think of an 
alliance with SDF only 
if CBI is allowed to in-
vestigate otherwise they 
should not dream of any 
possible alliance with 
BJP, the release adds. 

Doctors, lawyer, artists extend support to 
protesting farmers in national capital

NEW DELHI, NOV 29 
PTI : Doctors, lawyers, 

professors, artists all 
came out in large numbers 
Thursday to support thou-
sands of farmers from 
across the country who 
have converged at the 
Ramlila Maidan here for a 
two-day protest.
Around 600-700 volun-
teers of solidarity group 
Nation For Farmers 
marched with the pro-
testers from four assem-
bly points Bijwasan, Ma-
jnu Ka Tila, Nizamuddin 
and Anand Vihar to-
wards Ramlila Maidan. 
The volunteers com-
prise lawyers, doctors, 
educationists, etc.

They have mobilised 
support for the farmers’ 
march under a campaign 
called ‘Dilli Chalo’.

“We have had a good 
turnout of our volunteers 
who have come from 
different parts of the 
country. Our volunteers 
marched along with the 
farmers from the four 
points. We have also set 
up a health camp at Ram-
lila Maidan for the farm-
ers,” Janhavi, a volunteer 
with the group, said.

The organisation is 
bearing the expenses for the 
protesting farmers’ basic 
needs, including food, water 
and other things. Volunteers 
were serving ‘puri-subzi’ 
and tea at regular intervals. 
Around 25-30 doctors 
from various Delhi hospi-
tals, like AIIMS, RML, Lok 
Nayak, Hindu Rao, Aruna 
Asaf Ali hospital, etc., or-
ganised a free health camp 
for the farmers at the 

Ramlila ground.
“We are providing 

them with all kinds of 
health support that they 
need to carry on with the 
protest. Some complained 
of low blood blood pres-
sure, nausea, indigestion 
due to long travels. They 
are being given symptom-
atic treatment,” Dr Harjit 
Singh Bhatti, president 
of the RDA at the All India 
Institutes of Medical Sci-
ences (AIIMS), said. Abha 
Dev Habib, a DU professor, 
loated a group called ‘DU 

For Farmers’ a few days 
back and collected funds 
from professors and stu-
dents to distribute food 
packets among the farmers.

She said despite ex-
ams, students from dif-
ferent colleges, especially 
St Stephens’, were there 

to support the protesting 
farmers. The group dis-
tributed packed sweet 
buns to over 6,500 farm-
ers at the Ambedkar Sta-
dium. “The government is 
favouring the markets and 
crony capitalists and the 
farmers are facing a cri-
sis. They are committing 
suicide and are at threat. 
Similarly, the educational 
sector is also under threat 
of commercialisation and 
privatisation. The govern-
ment is favouring the mar-
ket forces in every sector 
which is a cause of con-
cern,” she added. Balvin-
der Kaur, an Anganwadi 
worker from Punjab’s 
Sangrur district, said 
she was here to stand 
by the protesters.

Around 25 to 30 An-
ganwadi workers joined 

the farmers to show soli-
darity and will be heading 
back to Punjab on Thurs-
day evening, she added.

A group Artists For 
Farmers distributed bis-
cuits to the farmers while 
they were marching to-
wards Ramlila Maidan.

The farmers will 
march from Ramlila 
ground to Parliament 
Street on Friday. They 
have come from differ-
ent corners of the coun-
try, including Andhra 
Pradesh, Gujarat, Madhya 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, 
Tamil Nadu, West Bengal 
and Uttar Pradesh.

Banded under the All 
India Kisan Sangharsh 
Coordination Committee 
(AIKSCC), which claims 
to be an umbrella body 
of 207 organisations of 

farmers and agricultur-
al workers, many of the 
farmers came in trains 
and others packed into 
buses and other modes 
of transport. Phool Singh 
Sheokand, a farmer leader 
from Haryana, said, “We have 
been getting a lot of support 
from lawyers, doctors and 
activists and we are thank-
ful for that. Everywhere we 
went, we were welcomed 
and they gave us food pack-
ets and marched with us.”

The two-day rally 
will be one of the largest 
congregations of farm-
ers in Delhi, the AIKSCC 
has said. A cultural pro-
gramme would be held 
at Ramlila Ground 
on Thursday where 
prominent singers 
and poets from rural 
India would perform.

38 Dy 
Secretaries 
promoted 
as Joint 
Secretaries 
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 29 N :

The State Government 
has promoted 38 

State Civil Service of i-
cers holding the post of 
Deputy Secretary and 
equivalent to the post of 
Joint Secretary in an of-
ficiating capacity as per 
an office order issued 
today by the Depart-
ment of Personnel.

The order states that 
the of iciating promo-
tions shall not confer 
any right for regular 
promotion and shall not 
be counted towards se-
niority. The regular pro-
motion shall be made 
in consultation with 
the Sikkim Public Ser-
vice Commission.
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Noninvolvement 
Feeds Arrogance

…a prescription which poisons democracy

The dictionary de ines “noninvolvement” as a 
lack or emotional engagement and failure or re-

fusal to become involved. 
In most contexts, this term takes a more policy/ 

political term in that it applies to nations in the line 
of “nonalignment”. When so practiced, it is mostly 
a good thing so long as it is about distancing from 
“politics” and not humanitarian situations because 
had it been followed, USA would not have been 
ighting so many wars instigating the creation of 

monsters like ISIS and then so overtly undermin-
ing the signi icance of the UN… or even ignoring 
the science of climate change for that matter, or not 
even opting for a ig leaf excuse in ignoring the bra-
zen murder of a journalist by an offensive regime 
on foreign soil.

The same principle, however, does not apply to 
the citizenry with the same merits. In fact, nonin-
volvement among a people has the opposite effect 
of what it does on nations. When a people refuse 
to engage, democracy gets reduced to election cy-
cles, accountability is replaced by bombast and 
the sense of service among representatives is sub-
sumed by the arrogance of “leaders”. When things 
come to such a pass, policy decisions become dik-
tats, the noxious fringe crawls out from under the 
rocks and dances madness in the public domain. 
And no, social media activity does not really qualify 
as involvement; if anything, it is a false equivalent 
for public participation because what it seeks to do is 
abuse/ shout discourse into meek acceptance or vent 
into an echo chamber and think humanity has been 
served. And as the troll army wins more and more 
battles, it helps create a mob of bots programmed not 
to analyse or challenge but applaud the demagogu-
ery of lag-waving chauvinists and end up subverting 
democracy so much that the idea of supreme and 
all-powerful leaders does not offend anymore and no 
one even blinks when the term in of ice of an elect-
ed government is referred to as “rule”. 

A people self-assured in their ignorance make 
for easy pickings when it comes to seeding fears 
because when one refuse to get involved and hence 
get informed, they cannot handle complexities any-
more and gravitate towards the black & whites of 
the alt-Right. We know we are in trouble when hate 
can be peddled as righteousness and not even get 
called out. You know democracy is being compro-
mised when dictation replaces consultation and no 
one has a problem with it.

Democracy is supposed to ease people’s minds, 
allowing them their disagreements and differenc-
es and still providing the space where they can be 
themselves without having to constantly look over 
their shoulders. Fail to remain involved, and every 
expression of democracy becomes conditional and 
violence punctuates the lives of lay people more of-
ten than should ever be allowed. We have seen this 
trend gather pace in the recent past when suspicions, 
bans, deregulation, demonization (okay, also demon-
etization), forced nationalism, increased supervision 
bordering on surveillance and pulpit-mongering have 
come to de ine governance and gain meek accep-
tance. Arrogance is an undesirable quality in anyone, 
but when it comes to leaders, it is dangerous. And 
we continue feeding it with our noninvolvement.

WRITE US: Readers are invited 
to comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if they like 
something in this paper. Letters 
carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, 
except when against people 
responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have 
to be ignored. Letters which 
carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command 
immediate attention and 
receive prominence. Mail us 
at: letters@summittimes.com

Why we are not ready for 
genetically designed babies

Why it is (almost) impossible to teach creativity

FRANÇOISE BAYLIS & GRAHAM DELLAIRE
theconversation.com

The media is buzzing with the surprise news 
that a Chinese researcher, Jainkui He, has cre-

ated the world’s irst genome-edited twins. He did 
this, ostensibly, to provide resistance to HIV, the vi-
rus that causes AIDS.

Prof. He, reportedly working with former Rice 
University supervisor Michael Deem, capitalized 
on work in 2012 by Jennifer Doudna and Emman-
uel Charpentier, who introduced a new and easier 
way of altering the DNA of human and non-human 
organisms using CRISPR-Cas9 technology. He also 
built upon the work of molecluar biologist Feng 
Zhang, who optimized this genome editing system 
for use in human cells.

He’s claim moves human germline genome ed-
iting from the lab to the delivery room — some-
thing other scientists might have been thinking 
about despite ethical concerns. 

The scienti ic community has expressed wide-
spread condemnation of He’s decision to initiate a 
pregnancy using genetically modi ied embryos — 
as “dangerous, “irresponsible” and “crazy.” What 
if mistakes are made? How can we be sure this 
powerful technology will bene it humankind? Are 
we ready for the consequences of genetically engi-
neering our own evolution?

We argue that we cannot allow individual sci-
entists to decide the fate of the human genome. 
Heritable human genome editing poses a signi i-
cant existential threat because changes may persist 
throughout the human population for generations, 
with unknown risks.

We must commit to inclusive global dialogue — in-
volving experts and the public — to develop broad soci-
etal consensus on what to do with genetic technologies.
POSSIBLE MUTATIONS OR FORCED STERILIZATION

He announced to the world that he edited the 
genome of human embryos for seven couples us-
ing CRISPR-Cas9 technology. According to He, two of 
these embryos resulted in a pregnancy, and twin girls 
(Lulu and Nana, which are pseudonyms) were born.

The goal of the editing was to confer resistance 
to HIV by modifying the CCR5 gene (the protein 
doorway by which HIV enters human cells). He 
claims that these edits have been veri ied in both 
twins and this data has been looked over and called 
“probably accurate” by George Church, a world-re-
nowned Harvard geneticist.

Evidence suggests, however, the procedure 
was unnecessary, is unlikely to provide bene it 
and could even cause harm. Although the father of 
Lulu and Nana was HIV positive, it is unlikely that 
he would have passed this disease to his children 

using standard IVF procedures.
The children born of genome editing are genet-

ic mosaics with uncertain resistance to HIV and 
perhaps decreased resistance to viral diseases like 
in luenza and West Nile. This is because the CCR5 
gene that He disabled plays an important role in re-
sistance to these diseases.

As well, there is the possibility of unintended 
mutations caused by the CRISPR procedure. These 

health risks cannot be overstated, as the repercus-
sions for these twin girls, in terms of their suscepti-
bility to infectious diseases or cancer will likely be 
a cause for concern throughout their lives.

Another uncertain consequence for the twins 
concerns their reproductive health and freedom. 
As they approach reproductive age will they face the 
possibility of “forced” sterilization to prevent their 
edited genes being passed on to future generations?
MULTIPLE INVESTIGATIONS

The Southern University of Science and Tech-
nology in Shenzhen, China, where He is employed 
(currently on leave from February 2018 to January 
2021), has distanced itself from the researcher and will 
form an independent international committee to inves-
tigate the widely publicized, controversial research. 

Rice University, where Michael Deem is em-
ployed, has also said they will investigate.

The Shenzhen HarMoniCare Women’s and Chil-
dren’s Hospital launched an inquiry into the valid-
ity of the ethics documents provided by He docu-
menting research ethics approval.

Importantly, the ethics approval was only up-
loaded to the Chinese Clinical Trial Database on Nov. 
8 as a retrospective registration — likely around the 
time that the twins were purportedly born.
DESIGNER BABIES BY POWERFUL ELITES

With the Genetic Genie out of the bottle, we 
have to ask whether we need any more time to re-
lect on the ethics?

A just and fair society is one with less dispari-
ty and more justice. A predictable consequence of 
allowing (nay, encouraging) individuals to geneti-
cally modify their children will be greater dispari-
ty and greater injustice — and not only because of 
limited access to genome editing technology.

Of signi icant concern is the inevitable increase 
in discrimination, stigmatization and marginaliza-
tion as powerful scienti ic and corporate elites decide 
which traits are desirable and which traits are not.

Although He disavows any interest in so-called 
“designer babies” whose parents have chosen their 
children’s eye-colour, hair-colour, IQ and so on, we 
are forced to contemplate such a “eugenic” dystopi-
an future should we continue down this path.

The human genome belongs to all of us. As such, 
we need to commit to the hard work of making 
good on the 2015 admonition by the Organizing 
Committee for the International Summit on Hu-
man Gene Editing to work towards “broad societal 
consensus” on how we should proceed with, or not 
proceed with, editing it.

In this regard it is heartwarming to have Feng 
Zhang call for a moratorium on implantation of ed-
ited embryos and remind his scienti ic colleagues 
that “in 2015, the international research community 
said it would be irresponsible to proceed with any ger-
mline editing without ‘broad societal consensus about 
the appropriateness of the proposed application.’”
[Françoise Baylis is Professor and Canada Research 

Chair in Bioethics and Philosophy, Dalhousie 
University; Graham Dellaire is Director of Research 

and Professor of Pathology, Dalhousie University]

ROBERT NELSON
theconversation.com

Industry and educators are agreed: 
the world needs creativity. There is 

interest in the ield, lots of urging but 
remarkably little action. Everyone is 
a bit scared of what to do next. On the 
question of creativity and imagina-
tion, they are mostly uncreative and 
unimaginative.

Some of the paralysis arises be-
cause you can’t easily de ine creativ-
ity. It resists the measurement and 
strategies that we’re familiar with. In-
disposed by the simultaneous vague-
ness and sublimity of creative pro-
cesses, educators seek arti icial ways 
to channel imaginative activity into 
templates that end up compromising 
the very creativity they celebrate.

For example, creativity is often 
reduced to problem-solving. To be 
sure, you need imagination to solve 
many curly problems and creativity 
is arguably part of what it takes. 
But problem-solving is far from 
the whole of creativity; and if you 
focus creative thinking uniquely 
on problems and solutions, you 
encourage a mechanistic view - all 
about scoping and then pin-point-
ing the best fit among options.

It might be satisfying to create 
models for such analytical processes 
but they distort the natural, wayward 
lux of imaginative thinking. Often, it 

is not about solving a problem but 
seeing a problem that no one else has 
identi ied. Often, the point of depar-
ture is a personal wish for something 
to be true or worth arguing or capa-
ble of making a poetic splash, where-
upon the mind goes into imaginative 
overdrive to develop a robust theory 
that has never been proposed before.

For teaching purposes, problems 
are an anxious place to cultivate cre-
ativity. If you think of anyone com-
ing up with an idea — a new song, a 
witty way of denouncing a politician, 
a dance step, a joke — it isn’t neces-

sarily about a problem but rather a 
blissful opportunity for the mind to 
exercise its autonomy, that magical 
power to concatenate images freely 
and to see within them a bristling ex-
pression of something intelligent.

That’s the motive behind what 
scholars now call “Big C Creativity”: 
i.e. your Bach or Darwin or Freud 
who comes up with a major original 
contribution to culture or science. 
But the same is true of everyday 
“small C creativity” that isn’t speci i-

cally problem-based.
Relishing the independence of the 

mind is the basis for naturally imag-
inative activity, like humour, repar-
tee, a gestural impulse or theatrical 
intuition, a satire that extrapolates 
someone’s behaviour or produces a 
poignant character insight.
A DULL TAMING

Our way of democratising creativ-
ity is not to see it in inherently imagina-
tive spontaneity but to identify it with in-
strumental strategising. We tame creativ-
ity by making it dull. Our way of honing 
the faculty is by making it goal-oriented 
and compliant to a purpose that can be 
managed and assessed.

Alas, when we make creativity ar-
ti icially responsible to a goal, we col-
lapse it with prudent decision-mak-
ing, whereupon it no longer tran-
scends familiar frameworks toward 
an unknown fertility.

We pin creativity to logical intel-
ligence as opposed to fantasy, that 
somewhat messy generation of ig-
ments out of whose chaos the mind 
can see a brilliant rhyme, a metaphor, 
a hilarious skip or roll of the shoul-
ders, an outrageous pun, a thought 

about why peacocks have such a long 
tail, a reason why bread goes stale or 
an astonishing pattern in numbers 
arising from a formula.

Because creativity in essence is 
somewhat irresponsible, it isn’t easy 
to locate in syllabus and impossible 
to teach in a culture of learning out-
comes. Learning outcomes are state-
ments of what the student will gain 
from the subject or unit that you’re 
teaching. Internationally and across 
the tertiary system, they take the 
form of: “On successful completion 
of this subject, you will be able to 
…” Everything that is taught should 
then support the outcomes and all 

assessment should allow the stu-
dents to demonstrate that they have 
met them.

After a lengthy historical study, I 
have concluded that our contempo-
rary education systematically trashes 
creativity and unwittingly punishes 
students for exercising their imagina-
tion. The structural basis for this pas-
sive hostility to the imagination is the 
grid of learning outcomes in align-
ment with delivery and assessment.

It might always be impossible to 

teach creativity but the least we can 
do for our students is make educa-
tion a safe place for imagination. Our 
academies are a long way from that 
haven and I see little encouraging in 
the apologias for creativity that the 
literature now spawns.

My contention is that learning 
outcomes are only good for uncre-
ative study. For education to cultivate 
creativity and imagination, we need to 
stop asking students anxiously to fol-
low demonstrable proofs of learning 
for which imagination is a liability.

[the writer is Associate 
Director Student Experience, 

Monash University]
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CBI books tviexpress.com for 

defrauding people of Rs 10,000 cr
N  D , N  29 (PTI): 
The CBI has booked a 
Karol Bagh-based com-
pany for allegedly de-
frauding its investors 
to the tune of Rs 10,000 
crore by promising dou-
ble returns on their in-
vestments in a year, of i-
cials said Thursday.

The Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) regis-
tered a case against the 
company on Wednesday 
on the direction of the 
Supreme Court which 
in 2014 had asked the 
agency to investigate 
cases related to chit fund 
companies, they said.

The CBI has booked 
tviexpress.com having 
a registered office in 
Karol Bagh area in west 
Delhi, its promoters and 
associates Tarun Trikha, 
Varun Trikha, Veena 
Trikha, Sikha Trikha, 
Shakti Sharad, Anoop Ku-
mar and Kabita Ganguly 
in the case.

The agency has 
slapped on them charges 
of cheating, forgery and 
violation of SEBI guide-
lines among others.

The case was earli-
er probed by the West 
Bengal police which had 
registered an FIR in the 
state’s Murshidabad 
district. It was alleged 
that the accused were 
engaged in the business 
of share trading, com-
modities trading, holiday 
package booking and air 
ticketing without any le-
gal sanction or approval 
required under law.

The complainant had 
alleged they had collect-
ed money in the name 
of Paci ic Royal Airlines 
and siphoned and mis-
appropriated more than 
Rs 10,000 crore of inves-
tors’ funds. They had in-
duced people to invest in 
their scheme by offering 
double returns on their 
investments within an 
year but these promised 
returns were never paid 

back, it alleged.
The complainant has 

alleged that the accused had 
created a software through 
which it was promised 
that investors can redeem 
their investments, but it 
never worked.

The money collected 
from the investors was 
transferred to different 
bank accounts on the di-
rections of Tarun Trikha, 
it alleged.

India, China to hold joint 
military exercises from Dec 10 

KJM VARMA
B , N  29 (PTI): 
The militaries of China 
and India would hold a 
joint 14-day drill from 
December 10 in south-
west China’s Chengdu 
city to improve their 
capabilities in ighting 
terrorism and promote 
mutual understanding, 
the Defence Ministry said 
here Thursday.

Each side will send 
100 troops to take part in 
the 7th India and China 
joint military exercises 
- ‘Hand in Hand’ - which 
will focuss on count-
er-terrorism operations, 
Defence Ministry spokes-
man Col Ren Guoqiang 
told a media brie ing.

The exercises will be 
held after a gap of one 
year as both the sides 
were locked in a 73-day 
standoff in Doklam in the 
Sikkim sector of the bor-
der in 2017.

The strained rela-
tions between the two 
sides later improved re-
sulting in an informal 
summit between Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and Chinese President Xi 
Jinping in Chinese city of 

Wuhan in April this year.
“The two sides are 

preparing for the exer-
cises now. The drill will 
promote understanding 
between the two militar-
ies and improving their 
capabilities in ighting 
terrorism,” Col Ren said.

The exercises, which 
will conclude on Decem-
ber 23, will include live 
shooting and adoptive 
and basic training, he 
said, adding that true 
to its name, ‘Hand in 
Hand’, China and Indian 
militaries should also 
work hand in hand for 
the bene it of people in 
both the nations.

Earlier at the 9th De-
fence dialogue held here 
on November 13 be-
tween Defence Secretary 
Sanjay Mitra and Lt Gen 
Shao Yuanming, Dep-
uty Chief of Joint Staff 
Department of Central 
Military Commission, 
the two sides discussed 
bilateral relations, mili-
tary ties, border control 
as well as regional and 
international issues.

The two sides agreed 
to follow the consensus 
reached by the top lead-

ers of the two countries 
to promote military re-
lationship under the 
principle of maintaining 
peace and tranquillity 
and enhancing the trust, 
friendship and coopera-
tion, Col Ren said.

Top leaders from 
both the countries also 
met recently on Novem-
ber 24 at the 21st In-
dia-China border talks 
held at Dujiangyan near 
Chengdu in southwest-
ern Sichuan province. 
National Security Advi-
sor Ajit Doval and China’s 
State Councillor and For-
eign Minister, Wang Yi 
who are the designated 
Special Representatives 
took part in the talks.

Col Ren also said 
China and Pakistan will 
hold 7th joint air force 
exercises in Bholari air 
force base in Pakistan 
from November 30 to 
December 23.

China will send its 
ighter jets and bomb-

ers and early warning 
AWACS planes to the ex-
ercise, he said, adding 
the exercise will help im-
prove combat capability 
of both sides.

TMC will contest elections in 
neighbouring states: Mamata

J  (WB), N  29 
(PTI): TMC president 
and West Bengal Chief 
Minister Mamata Baner-
jee Thursday said her 
party would contest elec-
tions in neighbouring 
states such as Jharkhand 
and Assam to protect the 
people from alleged at-
tacks by the BJP.

Accusing the saffron 
party of attempting to 
divide the nation on reli-
gious lines, she urged the 
people not to fall prey to 
any provocation.

“Our party will con-
test elections in the 
neighbouring states to 
protect people from 
saffron attacks,” Ba-
nerjee said at a public 
meeting in the state’s 
coal belt here in West 
Burdwan district.

She alleged the BJP 
was bringing in paid goons 
from Jharkhand to foment 
trouble in the districts 
adjacent to the state, and 
Bengalis and Biharis were 
being driven away from 
Assam which was ruled 
by the saffron party.

“We will contest Lok 
Sabha and Vidhan Sabha 
elections in Jharkhand in 
future. We will also con-
test in Assam and Odis-
ha,” Banerjee said in the 
meeting. Referring to the 
BJP’s alleged attack on 
tribals in Jharkhand, she 
said the land of the tri-
bals was being grabbed 
there. “We sent our team 
there to ight for their 
cause. The ight will con-
tinue in future,” she said.

“Bengalis and Biharis 
are also being driven 

away from Assam. We 
want good relations with 
our neighbouring states. 
So we have decided to 
contest elections there. 
If an Adivasi is persecut-
ed there, we will ight for 
them,” she said. Charging 
the BJP with trying to in-
cite violence and divide 
the nation, Banerjee said 
her government would 
not allow this to happen.

She blamed the BJP 
and the CPI(M) for insti-
gating people against the 
implementation of proj-
ects in the state.

These two parties 
were also asking people 
not to cooperate with the 
administration for reha-
bilitating residents of the 
subsidence-prone areas 
in Asansol, Raniganj and 
Jamuria, the Trinamool 

Congress leader claimed.
Noting that the state-

run Durgapur Projects 
Ltd (DPL) would be re-
structured, she said a 
number of employment 
opportunities would be 
created through develop-
ment of the world’s sec-
ond largest coal reserve 
at Deocha-Panchami near 
here. About agriculture, 
she said “Bengal is the 
only state where khajna 
tax on agricultural land 
has been waived. We have 
done away with mutation 
fees on agricultural land.”

During the last ive 
years, she said, her gov-
ernment had brought 
a total change in the 
district by introducing 
a new airport, sever-
al hospitals, university 
and colleges.

More than hurt, I was surprised by sudden 
ouster as Hockey India coach: Oltmans

B , N  29 (PTI): 
India is a closed chapter now for 
Roelant Oltmans but the legendary 
Dutch coach said more than hurt 
he was surprised by the way he 
was unceremoniously shown the 
door by Hockey India, especially 
after investing his time in the coun-
try for nearly ive years. Oltmans 
came to India as High Performance 
Director in 2013 and played an in-
strumental role in reviving Indian 
hockey before taking up the position 
of men’s team’s chief coach.

Oltmans’ association with In-
dian hockey for nearly ive years 
came to an end in September last 
year after he was sacked by the na-
tional federation for lack of results.

“I was not hurt (about the sud-
den sacking). That is part of our 
coaching job but I must admit I 
was surprised,” the 64-year-old 
master tactician told PTI in an ex-
clusive interview here. “There are 
certain moments people take de-
cisions and you need to accept the 
decisions the way they are,” said 
Oltmans, who is here as the head 

coach of Malaysian team partici-
pating in the World Cup. During his 
time as a High Performance Direc-
tor in India, Oltmans strengthened 
the grassroot level besides work-
ing with all the national teams, be 
it junior or senior, men or women.

He also worked with the do-
mestic coaches, including current 
India chief coach Harendra Singh, 
and played a key role in restructur-
ing the game in the country.

Some former players have even 
said that Indian hockey is current-
ly reaping rewards for Oltmans’ la-
bour. “I worked here (in India) for 
5 years with a lot of pleasure. I en-
joyed my stay here. India has a rich 
hockey history and I am satis ied 
that I could contribute something 
to Indian hockey’s rebirth,” Oltmans 
said. “I am happy to see that Indian 
hockey in this period has grown. 
This is a new team with new group 
of people. I have worked with a lot of 
these players. I hope the best for In-
dia apart from one game (against his 
own team Malaysia if they face each 
other in knockout stages).”

Asked about India’s podium 
chances at the World Cup, Oltmans 
said: “I said it before that the winner of 
the World Cup will come from the top 
six teams of the world at the moment.”

India are currently ranked ifth 
in the world. After the India sojourn, 
Oltmans was with Pakistan team on a 
two-year contract but resigned bare-
ly four months into the job. After the 
Asian Games, Oltmans took over as 
Malaysia coach for a two-year tenure 
with an aim to help the side qualify for 
2020 Tokyo Olympics.

Malaysia missed a golden 
chance to seal their Olympic berth 
after losing to Japan in the inal at 
the Asian Games earlier this year 
but the Dutchman said that episode, 
which he was not part of, is history 
now. “Of course, it was a big disap-
pointment but that is history now. 
We can’t change history but we can 
change the future and that is what 
we will try here. The boys have 
talked about what went wrong 
there, but many things were right 
or else we won’t be there in the i-
nal of the Asian Games,” he said. 

Extreme weather ‘major’ issue for Tokyo 2020
T , N  29 (AFP): 
The possibility of ex-
treme summer heat and 
typhoons in Tokyo is a 
“major issue” for the 2020 
Olympics, a top of icial 
said Thursday, admitting 
there would be a knock-
on effect on the budget. 
Speaking to bosses from 
Olympic Committees 
around the world, Tokyo 
CEO Toshiro Muto said 
the Japanese capital had 
endured “unprecedent-
ed heat weather and ty-
phoons last summer.”

“Tokyo 2020 consid-
ers those as major is-
sues,” said Muto, adding 
that organisers and the 
International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) were 
working together on 
ways to mitigate the im-
pact on athletes and fans.

IOC chief Thomas 
Bach said on Wednes-
day that medical experts 
were proposing mea-
sures to protect com-
petitors and supporters 
throughout the Games.

Tokyo sweltered 
through a series of deadly 

heatwaves last summer, 
raising concerns for the 
wellbeing of athletes, es-
pecially competitors of 
endurance events such 
as the marathon and race 
walking. Organisers have 
already brought forward 
the marathon start time to 
7am to get cooler conditions 
but officials are considering 
bringing the event even fur-
ther forward. Japanese med-
ical groups have suggested 
that failure to start the mar-
athon earlier could “lead to 
deaths” from heatstroke.

When Japan last host-
ed the Olympics, in 1964, 
the Games were held 
in October to avoid the 
country’s sti ling sum-
mer humidity and heat.

Muto said he would 
transmit weather data to 
national Olympic Commit-
tees to help their athletes 
prepare for the conditions 
they are likely to face.

Speaking to report-
ers afterwards, Muto 
acknowledged that mea-
sures to beat the heat 
had increased demands 
on the budget. Organ-

isers plan countermea-
sures from solar-block-
ing paint on roads to mo-
bile misting stations.

The CEO said that 
while the heat counter-
measures could boost the 
budget, Tokyo 2020 had 
been able to make cuts in 
other areas. Tokyo 2020 was 
“absolutely determined” that 
the next version of the bud-
get, due to be unveiled next 
month, would not exceed the 
12.6 billion earmarked last 
year to pay for the Games, 
Muto said.

The CEO laid out a 
rosy picture of prepara-
tions for the Games, with 
just more than 600 days 
to go until the Opening 
Ceremony. “Venue con-
struction is on track and 
will be completed in 
time for the test events,” 
which will take place in 
the run-up to the Games.

IOC chief Thomas 
Bach said Wednesday: 
“I do not remember any 
host city which was so far 
in its preparations two 
years before the Olympic 
Games than Tokyo.

Voters turnout 
igure rises to 

80.15 per cent 
in Mizoram
A , N  29 (PTI): 
The voting percentage 
in the election to the 
40-member Mizoram 
state legislative assem-
bly held on Wednesday 
rose to 80.15 per cent 
on Thursday after late 
arrival of voters turnout 
information from many 
places, chief electoral of-
icer (CEO) Ashish Kundra 

said. The voting percent-
age was estimated at 73 
per cent votes on Wednes-
day after the polling which 
has been revised to 80.15 
per cent now. The voters 
turnout was recorded 
at 81 per cent in the last 
election in Mizoram in 
November 2013.

Kundra said on Thurs-
day that the turnout was 
without the votes polled 
through postal ballots and 
the service voters as such 
votes would be received 
till December nine, two 
days before the counting 
of votes. He said that all 
the electronic voting ma-
chines (EVM) and polling 
parties have reached their 
respective counting cen-
tres in the eight district 
headquarters.

Polling by 7.7 lakh 
electorate on Wednes-
day in 1,164 polling sta-
tions across the state and 
15 temporary polling 
stations specially erect-
ed for the Bru voters in 
Mizoram-Tripura bor-
der Kanhmun village in 
Mamit district was com-
pletely peaceful without 
any law and order prob-
lem reported from any-
where. The poll turnout 
at the 15 temporary poll-
ing stations was 56.46 
per cent, Kundra added.

The electorate sealed 
the fates of 209 candi-
dates, including 15 wom-
en, belonging to the ruling 
Mizoram Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (MPCC), 
opposition Mizo National 
Front (MNF), BJP, NPP, 
NCP, People’s Representa-
tion for Identity and Sta-
tus of Mizoram (PRISM), 
unregistered Zoram Peo-
ple’s Movement (ZPM) 
and Zoramthar.

Result of the state 
poll will be declared on 
December 11 along with 
those of the four other 
election-bound states.
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Kohli calls for relocation of Jaipur elephant
N  D , N  29 
(PTI): Indian cricket cap-
tain Virat Kohli Thursday 
penned a letter on behalf 
of People for the Ethical 
Treatment of Animals 
(PETA) India, calling on 
Rajasthan’s forest and 
environment minister 
to relocate an elephant, 
known as ‘Number 44’, to 
a rehabilitation facility.

A group of American 
tourists had witnessed 
eight men violently beat-
ing an elephant at Amber 
Fort in June last year, and 
the animal is still being 
forced to give rides.

“As a professional 
cricketer, I am proud to 
represent our country, 
but when I learned about 
the hateful attack on 
‘Number 44’ last June, I 
felt so ashamed,” Kohli 
wrote in the letter.

“Violence against ani-
mals is completely unac-
ceptable, not to mention 
illegal, and our nation 

cannot fail elephants 
this way. I beseech you 
to start helping them 
by transferring Number 
44 to a reputable reha-
bilitation facility where 
she can get the care she 
needs, socialise with 

others of her kind, and 
live free from chains, 
abuse, and fear.”

Kohli’s letter follows 
PETA India’s complaint 
to the Chief Wildlife 
Warden of the Rajas-
than Forest Depart-

ment, which resulted 
in a show-cause notice 
being issued to ‘Number 
44’s’ custodian, Wasid 
Khan, holding him re-
sponsible for the abuse.

The notice stated that 
an investigation carried 

out by the regional for-
est of icer for Jaipur Zoo 
along with a photograph 
supplied by the Amer-
ican witness indicated 
that the elephant was 
treated cruelly, in appar-
ent violation of numer-

ous animal-protection 
laws. The Jaipur police 
also registered an FIR 
against the unidenti ied 
men under Sections 429 
and 289 of the Indian Pe-
nal Code for mistreating 
the elephant and putting 
the public at risk. Howev-
er, Khan continues to use 
the animal for rides.

PETA India whose 
motto reads, in part, that 
“animals are not ours to 
use for entertainment” 
notes that captive ele-
phants, such as the ones 
forced to give rides in Jai-
pur, are controlled under 
the threat of beatings.

They are often de-
nied adequate food and 
veterinary care, and rou-
tinely suffer from foot 
problems and arthritis 
because they’re forced 
to stand on hard surfaces 
for long periods of time. 
Many develop neurotic 
forms of behaviour and 
die prematurely.

Clarke slams ‘headline-chasing 
coward’ as war-of-words heats up

ISRO launches earth monitoring satellite
S V  K
S (AP), N  29 (PTI): India on 
Thursday successfully launched its latest earth 
observation satellite HysIS, the data from 
which can be used in wide-ranging areas includ-
ing agriculture, from the Satish Dhawan Space 
Centre here onboard ISRO’s trusted workhorse 
Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV).

The rocket, PSLV-C43, successfully injected 
state of the art HysIS and 30 other co-passen-
ger satellites from eight countries into their 
designated orbits. The rocket lifted off majes-
tically into cloudy skies in a burst of orange 
lames at 9.57 am from the irst launch pad at 

this spaceport at the end of the 28-hour count-
down. The Hyper Spectral Imaging Satellite 
(HysIS) was placed in its orbit 17 minutes and 
27 seconds after lift-off while the 30 co-pas-
senger satellites were dropped into the desig-
nated orbit one by one after an hour.

HysIS, the latest earth observation satellite 
developed by ISRO, has several uses.

The satellite’s data will be useful in many 
ields including agriculture, forestry, soil sur-

vey, geology, coastal zone studies, inland water 
studies, environmental monitoring and pollu-
tion detection from industries.

ISRO chief K Sivan and the space agency’s 
scientists broke into cheers as the earth ob-
servation satellite was injected into sun-syn-
chronous polar orbit. Thursday’s launch is 
signi icant as scientists restarted the fourth 
stage engine twice to place the 30 co-passen-
ger satellites into their orbit. According to an 
of icial, the fourth stage engine was cut off af-

ter the earth observation satellite separated at 
an altitude of 636.3 kilometers exactly 17.27 
minutes after the rocket lifted off.

After the earth observation satellite was placed 
in its orbit, the scientists undertook an operation to 
restart the fourth stage engine twice. They reduced 
the altitude from 636 kilometers to around 504 ki-
lometres to place the 30 satellites in the sun-syn-
chronous polar orbit one by one.

The mission was one of the longest for 
ISRO. A similar campaign was undertaken 
when scientists injected eight different satel-
lites including the country’s weather satellite 
SCATSAT-1 and ive from other nations in two 
different orbits on September 25, 2016.

The primary mission of the HysIS, whose 

mission life is ive years, is to study the earth’s 
surface in visible, near infrared and shortwave 
infrared regions of the electromagnetic spec-
trum. It is the primary satellite of the PSLV-C43 
mission, which is on its 45th light.

The mass of the spacecraft is about 380 ki-
lograms, ISRO said. The co-passenger satellites 
have been contracted for launch through ISRO’s 
commercial arm Antrix Corporation Limited. 
PSLV-C43 is the ‘Core Alone’ version of PSLV. It is 
the lightest version of the launch vehicle.

Sivan congratulated the team on the success-
ful launch and said Indian scientists have shown 
their excellent work yet again, just 15 days after 
the spectacular dual mission of GSLV MkIII D2 
and GSAT29. “Today our PSLV has injected hy-

perspectral imaging satellite and subsequently 
after two manoeuvres, once again PSLV has in-
jected 30 customer satellites into their designat-
ed home,” he said. Speaking about the high-tech 
hyperspectral satellite, Sivan said it came with 
state-of-the-art technology. “The heart of the sys-
tem required for the HysIS satellite is basically an 
optical imaging detector chip,” he said.

The chip was indigenously designed and 
developed by the space application centre of 
ISRO and fabricated indigenously at the semi-
conductor lab in Chandigarh, he added.

“I am sure that team ISRO can be proud that 
they are really giving excellent space assets to 
India. Let me thank the entire team ISRO for 
this wonderful satellite (launch),” Sivan said.

He said the international customers will 
be very happy to see their “babies” delivered 
home “safely and precisely”, one by one. The 
space body chief said the success was a result 
of team ISRO’s hard work along with excel-
lent mechanisms and the quality system in 
place. “Looking forward, our journey ahead, 
road ahead, is full of traffic,” Sivan said.

The next mission will be GSAT11, which is 
India’s heaviest satellite. It is set to be launched 
from French Guiana on December 5 at 2.08 am.

The long-awaited launch of GSAT-7A is also 
planned for December. Sivan said several mis-
sions including Chandrayaan-II are lined up 
for next year. “I am sure this team will rise to 
the occasion and will achieve (in) the missions 
whatever we want, not for ISRO, it is for India. I 
am sure that our team will do (a) very good job 
in future also,” he said.

S , N  29 (AFP): 
Former Australian cap-
tain Michael Clarke has 
angrily rejected sugges-
tions he helped create 
a culture that led to the 
ball-tampering scan-
dal, slamming a leading 
broadcaster as a “head-
line-chasing coward”.

The war-of-words 
stems from comments 
Clarke made on Wednes-
day criticising attempts 
to improve the cricket 
team’s image in the wake 
of the cheating row in 
South Africa this year, 
insisting they “won’t win 
a game” without their in-
famous abrasive attitude.

“Australian cricket, I 
think, needs to stop wor-
rying about being liked 
and start worrying about 
being respected,” he told 
commercial radio.

“Play tough Austra-
lian cricket. Whether we 
like it or not, that’s in our 
blood.” Long-time Clarke 
rival Simon Katich blast-
ed him for “once again ... 
missing the point”, saying 
the team were caught 
“blatantly cheating” and 
that “our behaviour is a 
big part of that”.

Current skipper Tim 
Paine, who has advo-
cated a more nice-guy 

approach, also weighed 
in, saying the team’s 
friendlier way of playing 
was not so much about 
being liked, but know-
ing when to ease up on 
the aggression. But it 
was the reaction from 
Melbourne-based sports 
broadcaster and writer 
Gerard Whateley that 
sparked a scathing Ins-
tagram response from 
Clarke late Wednesday.

“Clarke’s interpreta-
tion of the predicament 
the Australian men’s 
Test team inds itself in 
is breathtaking,” said 
Whateley.

“That he would con-
tinue to rely on the line -- 
the iction his and subse-
quent teams used to ex-
cuse all manner of boor-
ish behaviour -- might be 
the single greatest piece 
of nonsense over the past 
nine months.”

Clarke said he would 
not stand by while “my 
leadership, my integri-
ty” were attacked, in-
sisting his conduct as an 
honest and rules-based 
captain had never been 
questioned. “For Gerard 
Whateley to insinuate 
that I am responsible for 
the ball-tampering issue 

makes him nothing more 
than a headline-chasing 
coward,” Clarke wrote.

“If you think that the 
current No.1 team in the 
world in cricket right 
now puts being liked as 
of higher importance 
than being respected and 
playing to win inside the 
rules of our game than 
you’re as delirious as you 
are ill-informed.”

The cheating scandal 
involved Australian play-
ers using sandpaper to 
alter the light of the ball 
in a Test match against 
South Africa last March 
in Cape Town. Coach 

Darren Lehmann quit in 
the wake of the contro-
versy and then-captain 
Steve Smith, deputy Da-
vid Warner and batsman 
Cameron Bancroft re-
ceived lengthy bans.

The affair also 
claimed the scalps of 
Cricket Australia chief 
executive James Suther-
land and chairman David 
Peever. The Australians 
have endured a dire run 
of form since losing 17 
matches out of 24 in all 
formats, ahead of a home 
Test series against top-
ranked India starting on 
December 6.

Darkest day of my life: 
Mithali on Powar’s 
charges on attitude

N  D , N  29 
(PTI): “It’s the darkest 
day of my life,” said se-
nior Indian woman crick-
eter Mithali Raj, respond-
ing to coach Ramesh 
Powar’s allegations that 
she threatened retire-
ment over a batting posi-
tion, threw tantrums and 
created chaos in the side 
during the World T20.

The war of words, 
which started with Mith-
ali alleging that Powar 
was out to destroy her, 
intensified on Wednes-
day when the coach, in 
his tour report, ques-
tioned her conduct 
during the tournament 
in the West Indies.

India were knocked 
out following a semi inal 
loss to England, a match 
from which Mithali was 
controversially dropped 
despite being it.

Mithali reacted to 
Powar’s report by post-
ing a brief statement 
on her official Twitter 
page on Thursday.

“I’m deeply saddened 
& hurt by the aspersions 
cast on me. My com-
mitment to the game & 
20yrs of playing for my 
country,” she wrote.

“The hard work, 
sweat, in vain. Today, my 
patriotism doubted, my 
skill set questioned & all 
the mud slinging- it’s the 
darkest day of my life. 
May god give strength,” 
she added.

The acrimony be-
tween the senior play-
er and the coach has 
shaken Indian women’s 
cricket, which gained 
significant traction after 
the team finished run-
ners-up in the ODI World 
Cup last year.

It started with Mi-

thali accusing Powar 
and Committee of Ad-
ministrators’ member 
Diana Edulji of bias. She 
claimed that while Diana 
used her position against 
her, Powar humiliated 
her with his indifference 
in the West Indies.

Powar, after declining 
comment initially, sub-
mitted a 10-page tour re-
port to the BCCI in which 
he detailed his version of 
the events that led to the 
breakdown.

In the nearly ive-
page assessment of Mith-
ali, Powar stated that the 
senior player threatened 
to leave the tournament 
midway at being dropped 
from the opening slot de-
spite being duly consult-
ed before the move.

He also accused her 
of chasing personal mile-
stones while ignoring the 
team’s cause.

“I was saddened by 
her attitude and it gave 
me an impression 
that Mithali Raj comes 
first and then India. 
She threw a lot of tan-
trums and created a 
lot of chaos,” Powar stat-
ed in his report.

“I hope Mithali stops 
blackmailing, pressuris-
ing coaches and putting 
her interest irst than the 
team,” he said while sum-
marising the 35-year-
old batter’s perfor-
mance on the tour.

The 40-year-old 
Powar’s  interim ten-
ure comes to  an end 
on Friday.

Even though he will 
be free to apply for the 
post when fresh applica-
tions are invited, there is 
little chance that he will 
be retained owing to the 
ongoing controversy.

Manav 
Thakkar 
shines in 
Portugal 
Open TT
N  D , N  29 
(PTI): Top-seeded Ma-
nav Thakkar clinched the 
singles and doubles titles 
at the Portugal Junior and 
Cadet Open in Guimaraes.

Manav defeated com-
patriot Jeet Chandra in 
a singles match which 
went down to the wire. 
He won 11-5, 7-11, 10-
12, 11-8, 9-11, 11-4, 11-9 
on Wednesday night.

He had beaten 
ifth-seed Italian John 

Oyebode 11-9, 11-6, 
11-3, 9-11, 11-5 in the 
pre-quarter inals, Por-
tugal’s Goncalo Gomez 
11-5, 11-5, 11-9, 11-4 in 
the quarterfinals and 
third-seeded Indian 
Snehit 11-8, 6-11, 11-7, 
11-5, 7-11, 6-11, 11-4 in 
the semifinals.

Manav partnered 
with Manush Shah to win 
the doubles title, as the 
top Indian pair overcame 
a stiff challenge from 
compatriots, second 
seeds Jeet Chandra and 
Snehit Suravajjula before 
winning 11-7, 11-6, 13-
15, 7-11, 11-6.

Jeet also put up a ine 
effort throughout the 
tournament as he beat 
Italy’s Andrea Puppo 
8-11, 11-7, 8-11, 9-11, 
11-7, 13-11, 11-8 in the 
pre-quarters and then 
Chinese Tao Yuchang 11-
5, 9-11, 11-7, 12-10, 11-7 
before defeating Span-
iard Marc Gutierrez 12-
10, 7-11, 11-7, 8-11, 11-
5, 11-5 in the semi inals.

The other successful 
Indians included Sele-
nadeepthi Selvakumar 
and Swastika Ghosh who 
won a bronze medal each 
in the junior girls singles 
after failing to go past the 
semi inal hurdles.

Top-seeded Indian 
Selenadeepthi lost her 
match to local favourite 
Liu Yangzi 8-11, 16-18, 
8-11, 3-11 while China’s 
Qin Xiaoce beat Swastika 
13-11, 11-3, 11-6, 12-10.

Earlier, the Chen-
nai girl, pairing up with 
Italian Marie Chapet, 
lost their semi inals in 
junior girls doubles to 
third-seeded Portugal 
duo of Raquel Martins 
and Celia Silva 7-11, 
6-11, 9-11 to settle for 
bronze medals.



7SummitTIMES | 30 Nov 2018

US suspended a total of USD 3 billion in 
security assistance to Pak this year: Sources

W , N  29 (PTI): 
The US is demanding “full trans-
parency” over China’s debt on 
cash-strapped Pakistan, the 
Trump Administration told 
lawmakers amid concerns that 
Islamabad is seeking a multi-
billion-dollar bailout package 
from the IMF to pay back Chi-
nese creditors.

Pakistan last month request-
ed the bailout from the Inter-
national Monetary Fund (IMF) 
to deal with a mounting bal-
ance-of-payments crisis.

“The IMF team just came 
back from Pakistan. One of the 
things we’re pushing hard for 
is full transparency of the debt,” 
Under Secretary of Treasury for 
International Affairs David Mal-
pass told lawmakers during a 
Congressional hearing.

Malpass was responding 
to a query on Pakistan-specif-
ic Chinese debt from Senator 
Jeff Merkley during a hearing 
of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Subcommittee on Multilateral 
and International Development, 
Multilateral Institutions, and 
International Economic Energy 
and Environmental Policy.

Senator Merkley, a ranking 
member of the subcommittee 
had asked if IMF funds are es-
sentially being used to repay 
Chinese debt.

“Pakistan is a good example 
of a country that has a signi i-
cant amount of Chinese invest-
ment. I think the number I have 
is USD 62 billion. They owe a lot 
of money back to China, Chinese 
banks, and they’re seeking an 
IMF bailout. I think it’s a USD 
12 billion bailout. They have 

asked the US to make sure that 
we don’t block this,” the Senator 
from Oregon said.

“Is that the IMF money es-
sentially going to help Pakistan 
repay Chinese banks? Why is 
that a good economic develop-
ment strategy?” Merkley asked.

“One of the challenges is they 
(China) haven’t disclosed the 
terms of --in many cases -- they 
haven’t disclosed the terms of 
that debt. That means the inter-
est rate, the maturity, and when 
it would have to be repaid,” he 
said. “We think that the maturity 
of the Chinese debt comes after 
the IMF would have been re-
paid,” Malpass said responding 
to the question on Pakistan.

Pakistan is a major recipient 
of China’s Belt and Road Initia-
tive (BRI), a multi-billion-dollar 
initiative launched by Chinese 
President Xi Jinping when he 
came to power in 2013. It aims 
to link Southeast Asia, Central 
Asia, the Gulf region, Africa and 
Europe with a network of land 
and sea routes.

The BRI also includes the 
USD 60 billion China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC).

“So, from the standpoint of 
IMF money being used to pay 
Chinese money, I would say a 
challenge is to ind a programme 
that will cause substantial eco-
nomic reform in Pakistan and 
that will allow it to be fund-
ed, that Pakistan be funded 
and have an ability to survive 
in financial terms going for-
ward,” Malpass said.

According to the top Trea-
sury of icial, this problem is not 
unique to Pakistan.

“China is lending in many 
countries where the terms of the 
loans are simply not given, and 
that gives China a lot of leverage 
within its programme and it’s 
something that we’re pushing 
back on very hard in the Paris 
Club, in the OECD, in the IMF, the 
World Bank, at the G20 and in 
the G7,” he said.

Responding to a question, 
Malpass said that in some cas-
es the terms of the Chinese 
debt are not given to the bor-
rower nor to the international 
community. “They’re not made 
public, they’re not available to 
the international committee, 
but sometimes they’re not even 
available to certain parts inside 
the government itself.

“That’s an issue because Chi-
na may make a loan, but not re-
ally want the terms of the loan 
to be disclosed even within the 
government that it’s lending 
to,” he said as lawmakers ex-
pressed concern over Chinese 
debt trap model.

IMF Managing Director 
Christiana Lagarde has also 
made it clear to Pakistan that 
the IMF would require abso-
lute transparency on Paki-
stan’s debts, including those 
owed by China.

The BRI often leaves coun-
tries with excessive debt and 
poor quality project, US offi-
cials have said, citing exam-
ple of countries like Sri Lan-
ka and the Maldives.

Senator Todd Young, who 
was chairing the hearing, said 
that the US should ensure devel-
oping countries have an alterna-
tive to the Chinese model, which 

often involves poor transparen-
cy, unsustainable debt, and the 
creation of dependence, which 
is frequently exploited later for 
China’s strategic advantage.

“In a vacuum created by the 
absence of US leadership, Bei-
jing would twist these organi-
sations to their purposes and 
state capitalist model. Absent 
US leadership in engagement, 
China would expedite the cre-
ation of alternatives to the insti-
tutions that have done so much 
good and serve the interest of 
Americans and millions around 
the world,” he said.

Senator Jeff Merkley at the 
hearing alleged that China is 
adopting a debt trap model, 
in which they are setting up a 
system where they can exercise 
leverage in a fashion that is not 
bene icial to the development 
of the welfare of the citizens of 
many countries.

The Chinese government 
provide and continues to pro-
vide subsidised loans, export 
credits, loan forgiveness and 
more for state owned enterpris-
es, he alleged.

Malpass told lawmakers that 
the US has engaged repeatedly 
with China on trade and invest-
ment concerns and the prob-
lems caused by the BRI.

Roland de Marcellus, Acting 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of 
State for International Finance 
and Development, said that as 
the Sri Lankan Government 
could not pay its debt over the 
Hambantota Port, China con-
verted the port to their own 
ownership for a 99-year lease, 
as well as 15,000 acres of land.

Adani presses ahead with 
controversial coal mine in 
Australia by self- inancing

M , N  29 
(PTI): Indian energy 
giant Adani announced 
on Thursday that it will 
self- inance its contro-
versial coal mine in Aus-
tralia and major works 
on the “scaled back” 
project will start “immi-
nently after eight years 
of court challenges from 
environmental activists 
and delayed approvals. 
Adani Mining chief exec-
utive of icer Lucas Dow 
said the Carmichael mine 
in Queensland would 
initially begin on a small 
scale and “ramp up” to a 
capacity of 27.5 million 
tonnes a year less than 
half the size of the ap-
proved project.

“We have inance and 
we are ready to start,” 
Dow said. “Adani Mining’s 
Carmichael mine and rail 
project will be 100 per 
cent inanced through 
the Adani Group’s re-
sources,” he said. “We 
will now begin devel-
oping a smaller open-
cut mine comparable to 
many other Queensland 
coal mines and will ramp 
up production over time.”

“Preparatory works 
at the mine site are immi-
nent,” he said in a state-
ment said. “We have al-
ready invested 3.3 billion 
dollar in Adani’s Austra-
lian businesses, which is 
a clear demonstration of 
our capacity to deliver a 
inancing solution for the 

revised scope of the mine 
and rail project,” he said.

The announcement of 
self-funding comes after 
environmental groups 
pressured banks in Aus-
tralia and overseas not to 
lend money to the proj-
ect. “The project stacks 
up both environmentally 
and inancially, Dow said.

The Indian energy gi-
ant has battled the oppo-
sition to any expansion 
of the Abbot Point port, 
saying it will cut into the 

Great Barrier Reef World 
Heritage Area. Another 
major concern about the 
environmental impacts 
of the proposed mine has 
been that it would wipe 
out the most important 
habitat of the threatened 
black-throated inch.

“Today’s announce-
ment removes any doubt 
as to the project stacking 
up inancially. We will now 
deliver the jobs and busi-
ness opportunities we 
have promised for North 
Queensland and Central 
Queensland, all without re-
quiring a cent of Australian 
taxpayer dollars. “In addition 
to providing these jobs in re-
gional Queensland our Car-
michael coal will also provide 
a power source to improve 
living standards in develop-
ing countries,” he said.

The Australian Con-
servation Foundation 
said the announcement 
meant Adani was a “step 
closer” to building its 
mine, but called on elect-
ed representatives to in-
tervene. “This inancing 
announcement means ig-
norance, denial or avoid-
ance are no longer viable, 
the ACF chief executive, 
Kelly O’Shanassy, said.

“The only responsible 
response is to stop Adani 
and keep Galilee Basin coal 
in the ground. “The Stop 
Adani movement will ight 
this proposed mine every 
step of the way. There is 
too much at stake. Adani 
acknowledged it still had 
some “remaining required 
management plans” to i-
nalise “ahead of coal pro-
duction” and that the pro-
cess for those should be 
completed within weeks.

The group entered 
Australia in 2010 with 
the purchase of the 
green ield Carmichael 
coal mine in the Gal-
ilee Basin in central 
Queensland, and the Ab-
bot Point port near Bow-
en in the north.

Air India plane hits building 
at Stockholm airport

S , N  28 
(AFP): An Air India plane 
carrying 179 passen-
gers struck a building at 
Stockholm’s Arlanda air-
port with its wingtip as it 
taxied to gate on Wednes-
day, but no injuries were 
reported, police said. “The 
179 passengers could dis-
embark from the plane 
on a mobile staircase and 

thereafter enter the ter-
minal,” police wrote in a 
statement.

The cause of the acci-
dent was not immediate-
ly known, police said.

It occurred at 5:45 
pm (1645 GMT), about 
50 meters (yards) from 
Terminal 5, the main ter-
minal for international 
lights. Pictures from the 

scene showed the Boeing 
aircraft parked on the 
runway with the very tip 
of its left wing stuck in 
the side of a building.

Several police cars 
and ire trucks were 
parked by the plane. Ac-
cording to airport oper-
ator Swedavia’s website, 
the light had originated 
in New Delhi.

US seeks transparency 
on Chinese debt on Pak

W , N  29 
(PTI): The United States 
is seeking transparen-
cy of the Chinese debt 
on Pakistan, which has 
reached out to the Inter-
national Monetary Fund 
(IMF) for a multibil-
lion-dollar bailout pack-
age, the Trump Admin-
istration told lawmakers 
on Wednesday.

“The IMF team just 
came back from Paki-
stan. One of the things 
we’re pushing hard for is 
full transparency of the 
debt,” Under Secretary of 
Treasury for Internation-
al Affairs David Malpass 
told lawmakers during a 
Congressional hearing.

Malpass was re-
sponding to a query on 
Pakistan-speci ic Chinese 
debt from Senator Jeff 
Merkley during a hearing 
of the Senate Foreign Re-
lations Subcommittee on 
Multilateral and Interna-
tional Development, Mul-
tilateral Institutions, and 
International Economic 
Energy and Environmen-
tal Policy.

Senator Merkley, a 
ranking member of the 
subcommittee had asked 
if IMF funds are essen-
tially being used to repay 
Chinese debt.

“Pakistan is a good 
example of a country that 
has a signi icant amount 

of Chinese investment. I 
think the number I have 
is USD62 billion. They 
owe a lot of money back 
to China, Chinese banks, 
and they’re seeking an 
IMF bailout. I think it’s a 
$12 billion bailout. They 
have asked the US to 
make sure that we don’t 
block this,” the Senator 
from Oregon said

“Is that IMF mon-
ey essentially going to 
help Pakistan repay 
Chinese banks? Why is 
that a good economic 
development strategy?” 
Merkley asked.

“One of the challeng-
es is they (China) hav-
en’t disclosed the terms 
of--in many cases, they 
haven’t disclosed the 
terms of that debt. That 
means the interest rate, 
the maturity, and when it 
would have to be repaid,” 
he said.

“We think that the 
maturity of the Chinese 
debt, comes after the IMF 
would have been repaid,” 
Malpass said responding 
to the question on Paki-
stan. “So, from the stand-
point of IMF money be-
ing used to pay Chinese 
money, I would say a 
challenge is to ind a pro-
gram that will cause sub-
stantial economic reform 
in Pakistan and that will 
allow it to be funded, that 

Pakistan be funded and 
have an ability to survive 
in inancial terms going 
forward,” Malpass said.

According to the top 
Treasury of icial, this 
problem is not unique to 
Pakistan. “China is lend-
ing in many countries 
where the terms of the 
loans are simply not giv-
en, and that gives China a 
lot of leverage within its 
program and it’s some-
thing that we’re pushing 
back on very hard in the 
Paris Club, in the OECD, 
in the IMF, the World 
Bank, at the G20 and in 
the G7,” he said.

Responding to a ques-
tion, Malpass said that in 
some cases the terms of 
the Chinese debt are not 
given to the borrower 
nor to the international 
community.

“They’re not made 
public, they’re not avail-
able to the international 
committee, but some-
times they’re not even 
available to certain parts 
inside the government 
itself. That’s an issue be-
cause China may make a 
loan, but not really want 
the terms of the loan to 
be disclosed even with-
in the government that 
it’s lending to,” he said 
as lawmakers expressed 
concerns over Chinese 
debt trap model.

Ukraine president asks NATO 
to send ships to Sea of Azov

B , N  29 (AFP): 
Ukrainian President Pet-
ro Poroshenko asked 
NATO members includ-
ing Germany Thursday 
to send naval vessels to 
the Sea of Azov to back 
his country in the stand-
off with Russia.

“Germany is one of 
our closest allies, and we 
hope that states within 
NATO are now ready to 
relocate naval ships to 
the Sea of Azov in order 
to assist Ukraine and 
provide security,” he told 
Germany’s Bild daily.

President Vladimir 
Putin insisted Wednes-
day that Russian forces 
were right to seize three 
Ukrainian ships last 
weekend. But Poroshen-
ko charged that Putin 
“wants nothing less than 
to occupy the sea. The 
only language he under-
stands is the unity of the 
Western world.

“We cannot accept 
this aggressive policy 
of Russia. First it was 
Crimea, then eastern 
Ukraine, now he wants 
the Sea of Azov.

“Germany, too, has to 
ask itself: What will Putin 

do next if we do not stop 
him?” he added on the 
day Ukraine’s Prime Min-
ister Volodymyr Groys-
man was to visit Berlin.

Russia ired on 
and then seized three 
Ukrainian ships on Sun-
day, accusing them of 
illegally entering its wa-
ters in the Sea of Azov, in 
a dramatic spike in ten-
sions that raises fears of 
a wider escalation.

Kiev accused Russia, 
which annexed Crimea 
from Ukraine in 2014, of 
launching “a new phase 
of aggression”.

NATO chief Jens 
Stoltenberg on Monday 
demanded Russia free 
the Ukrainian ships and 
sailors, warning Mos-

cow that “its actions 
have consequences”. Po-
roshenko also told the 
German newspaper that 
German “Chancellor (An-
gela) Merkel is a great 
friend of Ukraine.

“In 2015, she al-
ready saved our country 
through her negotiations 
in Minsk, and we hope 
she will once again sup-
port us so strongly, to-
gether with our other al-
lies. “Putin wants to bring 
back the old Russian Em-
pire. Crimea, Donbas, he 
wants the whole coun-
try,” he added.

“As a Russian emper-
or, as he sees himself, his 
empire cannot function 
without Ukraine, he sees 
us as a colony.”



8 SummitTIMES | 30 Nov 2018

Owner, Printer, Publisher Dr. ROMA KANTI ALLEY, Printed at M/S. Baba Offset Press Works Pvt.  Ltd., Tadong Bazaar, East Sikkim, Gangtok, Pin: 737102  and Published from Santa Bhawan Complex, Near Diesel Power House, Gangtok,
East Sikkim- 737101, District- East, Gangtok, State- Sikkim Editor: PURAN TAMANG. Phone- [03592] 208698 E-mail- news@summittimes.com  ~  letters@summittimes.com

EtCETERA

EASY BREEZY!    Actress Anne Hathaway was 
seen riding a bike while on set fi lming for her new 
movie Modern Love in NYC.
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ARIES:You will probably want 
everyone to know how you feel 
today, Aries. You won’t be shy 
about expressing your emotions. 
Feel free to take the lead on mat-
ters, for you have the self-confi -
dence and emotional stability to 
do quite well at the helm of the 
ship. Try not to let your mind trip 
over itself, however. You have 
the tendency to think about one 
issue so much that you com-
pletely lose perspective.
TAURUS:Put your foot down to-
day, Taurus. Don’t let others push 
you around. It could be that you’re 
used to letting people have their 
way in order to keep the peace. 
The problem with this is that your 
dreams and goals may get lost in 
the shuffl  e. Don’t lose sight of your 
true destination. There’s much 
more to life than you might see 
on the surface. Dig deeper.

GEMINI:For goodness’ sake, 
make a decision today, Gemini. 
The more you fl ounder about 
which way to go, the likelier it is 
that you will miss the boat alto-
gether. You have all the facts you 
need, so don’t delay any longer. 
Once you make up your mind, be 
strong and throw all your weight 
behind it. Your mind can be like a 
computer fi ling away information 
as long as you stay alert.
CANCER: Mentally, you’re apt 
to do very well today, Cancer. 
You will fi nd that you can tackle 
just about any cerebral chal-
lenge that comes along. The 
most diffi  cult aspect of the day 
will be dealing with your emo-
tions. More than likely, you will 
feel a great desire for attention. 
You just want to be loved. Get 
up on stage and say what’s in 
your heart. This isn’t a good 

time to harbor your feelings.
LEO :Your heart is in the right 
place today, Leo, so feel free to 
share your good mood with others. 
Keep things simple and straightfor-
ward. Try not to complicate issues 
with unnecessary garble. Stream-
line your thoughts and actions. You 
will fi nd that you can be much more 
effi  cient when you cut out the as-
pects that aren’t pertinent or abso-
lutely necessary. Follow your heart.
VIRGO: You may fi nd it hard 
to get rolling today, Virgo. It’s 
likely that you’re caught in a 
gridlock between your mind and 
heart. Be careful about letting this 
tension build. The most import-
ant thing for you today is to relax. 
Tackle things one step at a time 
and fi nish one project before start-
ing another. You could get over-
whelmed if you have too many 
things on your plate at once.

LIBRA :Things are looking up 
for you, Libra, especially later in 
the day. Pieces should be com-
ing together and things fl owing 
into place naturally. You will fi nd 
that your outward-directed en-
ergy is better balanced now. You 
should connect with others using 
your keen wit, strong will, and sheer 
intelligence. Take your time to do the 
things you need to do. Don’t rush.
SCORPIO:Feel free to let it 
all out today, Scorpio. It’s fi -
nally your turn to stand up 
and say what you feel. Don’t 
let others push you into places 
you don’t want to be. The key 
is to probe deeply with your 
penetrating mind and share 
your incredible insights with 
others. Don’t be surprised if 
your actions cause some ten-
sion. DSAGITTARIUS: Emo-
tionally speaking, you’re probably 

doing quite well today, Sagittarius. 
You have extra self-confi dence 
to draw on to tackle your proj-
ects. The one diffi  cult aspect of 
the day probably has to do with 
some sort of mental challenge 
that for some reason just isn’t 
making sense. Don’t continue to 
beat a dead horse. If things don’t 
want to budge, let them sit. Tackle 
them later.
CAPRICORN: You might be 
in a bit of a jam today, Capri-
corn, when one person or situa-
tion doesn’t work well with what 
you’re thinking, and another 
doesn’t fi t well with what you’re 
feeling. There’s a clash taking 
place that may be diffi  cult to rec-
oncile, especially if you remain 
stubbornly in your position. The 
more fl exible you are, the better 
off  you will be.
AQUARIUS : You will go 

through some heavy mood 
swings today. And the peo-
ple who know you well will get 
shocked and fi nd it diffi  cult to 
deal with you. Keep your guards 
on, and don’t take uncalled-for 
decisions, advises Ganesha, 
rather get your current assign-
ments cross the fi nishing line.
PISCES :Have sympathy for 
those who need to vent today, 
Pisces. Don’t be surprised if peo-
ple line up outside your door for 
a chance to bend your ear for an 
hour or two. Your mind is sharp. 
You will be able to see to the core 
of any issue brought before you. 
More than likely, you will under-
stand things intuitively. People 
will do well to take your advice on 
any issue they have.There is also 
the possibility that you will attend 
some religious ritual today. 

Owe it to myself, my audience to choose 
interestingly: Bale on his varied fi lmography

Chris Hemsworth-starrer ‘Dhaka’ concludes fi lming in India

Jordon Peele to write-produce ‘Candyman’ sequel

BEDIKA
M , N  29 (PTI): He was only 13 when he joined acting 
to inancially support his family but now that the wheels of 
fortune have turned in his favour, Christian Bale believes he 
owes it to himself and his audience to “choose interestingly”.

Considered one of the inest contemporary actors of his 
generation, Bale has an enviable ilmography that boasts of 
the mega-successful Batman tril-
ogy besides critically acclaimed 
performances in “The Prestige”, 
The Machinist , American Psycho 
, American Hustle and “The Fight-
er”, for which he won the best sup-
porting actor Oscar.

His turn as former US vice pres-
ident Dick Cheney in “The Vice” is 
already being seen as an award 
season favourite.

The 44-year-old actor, who was 
in India to promote Net lix’s Mow-
gli: Legend of the Jungle , said he 
did not always have the power to 
choose in his career.

“I have been fortunate enough 
now but it hasn’t always been the 
case. In fact, I started acting be-
cause my family needed the mon-
ey. It was the only way we could support ourselves. So, we did 
not have that option,” Bale told PTI in an interview.

“But then I found myself to be incredibly fortunate and 
there is a great deal of luck involved in that where I’m able to 
choose right now. It might change in the future. But since I am 
able to choose, I owe it to myself and to the audience to try to 
choose interestingly and as well as possible,” he added.

Directed by Andy Serkis, who is considered the expert in 
performance capture technology, Mowgli features Bale in the 
role of Bagheera, the brother-mentor panther to man-cub, 
played by Rohan Chand.

It is also an accidental debut for the actor on the streaming 
platform as the ilm was earlier supposed to be released the-
atrically by Warner Bros, who sold the project to Net lix. But 
Bale does not concern himself about how a story is presented.

“What this new platform does allow, in conversations I 
had with directors, is that sometimes you have to cherry-pick 
so much to it the story into two-hours that it does seem like 
there is a liberation now in being able to tell ilm quality sto-

ries of maybe six hours.
“The nerd in me adores that because you get to explore a 

character so much more, provided obviously, the director can 
keep that entertaining,” he said.

The ilm also gave Bale a chance to be a part of the perfor-
mance capture technology.

“It is new for me. I knew that Andy is a master at it so he 

would guide me through it. I think it’s got incredible potential 
and I’m intrigued to see how it progresses and what more can 
be done with it. But it was really enjoyable, he said.

With the ilm’s world premiere and then media interviews, 
not much time was left for the actor to explore India but he 
landed here earlier to tick off some of the places from his list, 
including Chand baoli stepwell that featured in Christopher 
Nolan’s The Dark Knight Rises .

Bale said he had only managed to scratch the surface of the 
country but hopes to return in future.

“We had an absolutely eye-opening time here. I brought 
my family and we spent the last four days going from New 
Delhi, Agra, Jaipur, the whole golden triangle. Speaking of Bat-
man’, we visited the stepwell that inspired Christopher Nolan 
to include those scenes in The Dark Night Rises’.

“But obviously, it’s just scratching the surface. It’s just a 
fascinating country. We had a wonderful time here. I loved the 
food, I mean I grew up eating Indian food. My family will be 
returning, he said.

M , N  29 (PTI): The India shoot of Chris Hem-
worth-starrer Net lix’s feature “Dhaka” is complete.

The 35-year-old star had lown down to India for the prin-
cipal photography of the ilm. Shooting took place in Ahmed-
abad and Mumbai. It has 
now moved on to Bangkok 
and Phuket in Thailand, the 
streaming giant said in a 
statement.

The ilm marks the direc-
torial debut of Sam Hargrave, 
known for serving as second 
unit director on movies such 
as “Atomic Blonde” and “The 
Accountant”.

“Avengers: In inity War” 
co-director Joe Russo has 
penned the story. The of icial 
plotline of the ilm reads: In an underworld of weapons deal-
ers and traf ickers, a young boy becomes the pawn in a war 
between notorious drug lords. Trapped by kidnappers inside 
one of the world’s most impenetrable cit-
ies, his rescue beckons the unparalleled 
skill of a mercenary named Tyler Rake. But 
Rake is a broken man with nothing to lose, 
harbouring a death wish that makes an al-
ready deadly mission near impossible.

“India has provided incredibly beau-
tiful backdrops that have added to the 
intricacies of our production. The crews, 
production facilities and cast have been an 
absolute pleasure to work with,” said An-
thony Russo and Joe Russo, who are pro-
ducing the feature through their banner 
AGBO Films.

The ilm will also feature Indian ac-
tors Randeep Hooda and Manoj Bajpay-
ee in pivotal roles. The cast also includes 
“Stranger Things” star David Harbour, ac-
tors Golshifteh Farahani, Priyanshu Pain-

yuli, and newcomer Rudhraksh Jaiswal. “I’m honoured to be 
working with a talent like Chris Hemsworth and to continue 
my collaboration with Joe and Anthony Russo, who have been 
great mentors of mine,” Hargrave said.

“We have a great cast in 
David Harbour plus Randeep 
Hooda and Manoj Bajpayee, 
two of the most respected 
actors on the Indian sub-con-
tinent, as well as the ex-
tremely talented Golshifteh 
Farahani... Net lix has been a 
great partner in this process 
and we’re excited to make 
a ilm that hopefully speaks 
to a wide range of audienc-
es a gritty, character-driven 
action movie with a lot of 

heart,” he added. Hemsworth is also producing through his 
banner Thematic Entertainment, alongside Eric Gitter and 
Patrick Newall (The Old Man & the Gun).

Filmmaker Jordon Peele, who directed last 
year’s horror thriller “Get Out”, is all set to 
co-write and co-produce a sequel to the 1992 
horror movie “Candyman”.

The original ilm 
featured Tony Todd 
as the hook-weilding 
supernatural killer 
who, according to a 
legend appears after 
his name is called five 
times, reported Enter-
tainment Weekly.

Bernard Rose direct-
ed the ilm from a script 
by Clive Barker, based 
on his short story The 
Forbidden. MGM has 
partnered with Monkey-
paw Productions’ Peele 
and Win Rosenfeld to 
produce a “re-imagining” of Candyman. The 
ilm, being called a “spiritual sequel” to the 

original, will be directed by Nia DaCosta from 
a script by Rosenfeld and Peele.

The story of the ilm returns to the same 
neighbourhood where the legend of Candy-
man began, a section of Chicago where the 

Cabrini-Green housing projects once stood. 
“The original was a landmark ilm for black 
representation in the horror genre, said Peele.

Alongside Night of the Living Dead, Candy-

man was a major inspiration for me as a ilm-
maker and to have a bold new talent like Nia 
at the helm of this project is truly exciting. We 
are honoured to bring the next chapter in the 
Candyman canon to life and eager to provide 
new audiences with an entry point to Clive 
Barker’s legend, he added.


