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Second person tests positive for 
COVID, all contacts test negative

SAGAR CHHETRI
Gangtok, 03 Jun:

Sikkim reported its sec-
ond case of COVID-19 on 

Wednesday when a 54-year-
old from East Sikkim tested 
positive for the virus. 

He was among 856 return-
ees from Delhi who reached Sik-
kim on 25 May and was current-
ly in quarantine at the Mines & 
Geology facility in Rangpo. He is 
asymptomatic and was detect-
ed during the routine screening 
of all returnees. 

Speaking to media per-
sons today, Health Director 
General and Secretary, Dr PT 
Bhutia, confirmed that the de-
velopment. 

In what must come as a 
great relief for the person who 

tested positive and all other 
worried about the infectious 
nature of the virus, two di-
rect contacts of the person, 
his daughter and nephew who 
had travelled with him and 
were quarantined together, 
have tested negative.

Dr Bhutia further that 
the patient was immediately 
evacuated from the facility 
quarantine and moved to the 
Isolation Ward at STNM Hos-
pital here. 

The facility quarantine at 
the Mines & Geology depart-
ment in Rangpo has mean-
while been declared a con-
tainment zone and sealed off. 
As for the 20 other inmates 
at the facility, they too have 
been moved to the quarantine 

centre established near STNM 
Hospital here exclusively for 
people who have come in di-
rect contact with a COVID-
positive person.

These 20 have however 
tested negative in screening 
tests and will be tested again 
in a few days as will the doc-
tors and paramedics who at-
tended to people at the quar-
antine facility. 

Dr Bhutia informed that 
CMO [East] and the entire 
team have been working dili-
gently to trace the contact his-
tory of the patient to conduct 
screening tests of all primary 
and secondary contacts. 

Responding to queries on 
the present health status of 
the first patient of COVID-19 

of Sikkim, he informed that 
the patient was in good health 
and still asymptomatic. He in-
formed that two RT-PCR tests 
will be conducted of the pa-
tient in 24 hours after comple-
tion of his 14-day quarantine 
and that he will be discharged 
if both tests return negative. 

He stated that as per the 
following routine their sam-
ples were sent for RT-PCR 
testing Viral Research and 
Diagnostic Laboratory at 
STNM Hospital after the fifth 
day of the quarantine and 
the report came last night at 
around 11 PM. He informed 
that the patient was asymp-
tomatic and all required test-
ing have been conducted of 
the patient. 

Green Economy phase-2 to focus on banking 
support for agriculture and allied activities

Record 8909 new 
COVID-19 cases; toll 5815

SKM contributes Rs 11 lakh 
towards PM Cares Fund

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 03 June:

Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha has contributed 

Rs 11 lakh towards the 
Prime Minister Cares 
Fund.

On behalf of his par-
ty, SKM president, Chief 
Minister PS Tamang [Go-
lay] released the funds 
to PM Cares Fund today 

through online transfer 
from the SKM party’s ac-
count. 

Similarly, SKM also 
contributed Rs 10 lakh 
towards the Chief Min-
ister Relief Fund to help 
the State fight the CO-
VID19 pandemic. 

On behalf of SKM 
party, the cheque was 
handed over to the Chief 

Minister by Health Min-
ister, Dr MK Sharma , 
Political Secretary to the 
CM, Jacob Khaling and 
the party’s treasurer, Ke-
shu Agarwal at Samman 
Bhawan today. 

The CM expressed 
gratitude towards the 
SKM family for the gen-
erosity in this time of 
distress.

Quantum Sky Group develops UV-sanitizer to 
help  frontline  workers at Rangpo stay safe

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 03 Jun: 

Quantum Sky Group to-
day unveiled a new in-

novation, a UV-ray based 
portable sanitizer, UV-Liz-
er-44, at Rangpo and dedi-
cated it to the frontline 
workers of the state. 

Quantum Sky Group 
representatives, MD Noor 
Khan, Ali Haider Khan, 
Namgyal Shenga and Jy-
sulhag Ansari gave a pre-
sentation on the machine 
and presented it to front-
line workers at the Rang-
po screening centre. 

The demonstration 

was also witnessed by 
Lok Sabha MP, Indra 
Hang Subba, and mem-
bers of the students’ 
wing of Sikkim Kranti-
kari Morcha. After the 
demonstration at Rangpo 
guest house, the UV-Lizer 
44 was installed at the 
Rangpo screening centre 
for frontline workers to 
sanitize their belongings. 

The UV-Lizer-44 
is a portable sanitizer 
based on UV rays which 
sanitizes mobile phones, 
stationary, face masks, 
fruits, vegetables and 
other items which cannot 

be sanitized with liquid 
alcohol-based sanitizers. 
The sanitizer comes with 
sensor-based hand sani-
tizer dispenser as well. 

The MP appreciated 
the effort and empha-
sized that the govern-
ment has and will al-
ways support locals 
who use their knowl-
edge, expertise and re-
sources to come with 
such innovations. 

He also stated that 
such ideas will that the 
State a step ahead in 
its pursuit of becoming 
self-reliant.

Gangtok, 03 Jun [IPR]: Agriculture Min-
ister LN Sharma today unveiled a series 
of initiatives coordinated by the State 
Government to link farmers with the 
bankers to boost agriculture, horticul-
ture and animal husbandry in the State. 
These initiatives are aimed at prioritiz-
ing banking support for the rural econ-
omy in what the Minister highlighted as 
the second phase of ‘Green Economy’ 
aimed at increasing the GDP of the State 
through agriculture and allied sectors.

Farmers will now be provided a 
loan of upto Rs 1.60 lakh without col-
lateral while SHGs and NGOs will be 
granted a one-time loan of Rs 10 lakh 
without collateral.

Addressing a press conference to-
day, the Minister informed that all 
banks in the State will now dedicate ev-
ery Wednesday for farmers, a day when 
farmers can interact with the branch 
managers and receive all the required 
support and guidance. 

The first Thursday of every month 
will, in turn, see officers from Agricul-
ture, Horticulture and Animal Husband-

ry Departments sitting in joint meet-
ings with bank officials and concerned 
stakeholders to review progress made 
by farmers through improved access to 
banking. This meeting will also be a plat-
form for immediate sanction of schemes 
and incentives to deserving farmers of 
the districts, the Minister informed.

An annual award has also been de-
cided for banks which extend maximum 
loans and other assistance to farmers.  

Nodal officers are to be appointed by 
the Departments to coordinate with the 

banks to ensure timely implementation 
of credit linkage and other required sup-
port to the farmers. Banks will appoint 
nodal officers for smooth coordination.

Meanwhile, the Minister also an-
nounced plans to launch a new pro-
gramme - ‘Credit Mela’ – in which proj-
ects and proposals of farmers and en-
trepreneurs will be scrutinized on the 
spot and loans sanctioned immediately. 

This project will be launched from 
West District and three constituencies 
of the district are being clubbed togeth-

er for the first Credit Mela. He further 
informed that the Mela will be held in 
coordination and under the supervi-
sion of the concerned area MLAs. 

NABARD is expected to support 
farmers in preparation of projects and 
sanction of subsidies. 

The Minister also emphasized the 
need for timely repayment of loans and 
announced that farmers who repay 
their loans on time will be granted a 3% 
rebate on interest.

These decisions were finalized at a 
meeting convened by the Minister on 
02 June with banks and Farmer Pro-
ducer Organisations.

Lead Bank representative and Con-
venor SLDC, Aftab Ahmed Malik, in-
formed the press briefing that the focus 
will be on promoting financial literacy 
among farmers and encouraging them 
to seek financial assistance to enhance 
agricultural productivity. He assured 
that farmers will be provided all the re-
quired support and efforts will be made 
to extend the financial services right up 
to the sub divisional level.

Shops and business establishments 
open in Meghalaya

Shillong, Jun 3 (PTI): 
Shops and business es-
tablishments opened in 
Meghalaya on Wednes-
day after more than two 
months as the lockdown 
relaxations came into ef-
fect.

Taxis and buses also 
started plying with 50 
per cent capacity and 
private vehicles based on 
the odd-even formula.

“All kinds of business 
houses and shops, except 
for barber shops and 
beauty parlours, opened 
after consultation and 

permission granted by 
respective deputy com-
missioners,” deputy 
chief minister Prestone 
Tynsong said. He said 
shops are allowed to 
open on rotation except 
for those dealing with 
medical supplies and 
those dealing in essential 
commodities.

The deputy chief min-
ister said to prevent traf-
fic snarls and overcrowd-
ing, 50 per cent of ve-
hicles based on odd and 
even formula are allowed 
to ply on the roads.

Taxis and buses are 
also allowed to ply with 
50 per cent capacity and 
two wheelers with no 
pillion rider or only if pil-
lion is a woman, accord-
ing to an order issued by 
chief secretary M S Rao.

Meghalaya enforced 
lockdown in mid-March 
following the outbreak 
of COVID-19 pandemic in 
the country.

At present, Meghala-
ya has 31 COVID-19 cas-
es of which 17 are active, 
one person has died and 
12 have recovered.

New Delhi, Jun 3 (PTI): 
India registered a record 
jump of 8,909 novel coro-
navirus cases in the last 
24 hours, taking the tally 
to 2,07,615 on Wednes-
day, while the toll rose 
to 5,815 with 217 more 
deaths, the Health Minis-
try said.

The number of active 
cases of the coronavi-
rus disease (COVID-19) 
mounted 1,01,497 and 
1,00,302 people have re-
covered, while one has 
migrated, it said.

Around 48.31 per 
cent of the patients have 
recovered so far, a minis-
try official said.

India is now the sev-
enth among the worst-
hit nations by the CO-
VID-19 pandemic after 
the US, Brazil, Russia, the 
UK, Spain and Italy. The 
country has been regis-
tering more than 8,000 
cases for the fourth con-
secutive day.

Of the 217 more 
deaths since Tuesday 
morning, 103 were in 
Maharashtra, 33 in Delhi, 
29 in Gujarat, 13 in Tamil 
Nadu and 10 in West 
Bengal.

Six more people 
died from the patho-
gen in Madhya Pradesh, 
followed by five each 
in Rajasthan and Ut-
tar Pradesh, and four in 
Telangana,

There were two 
deaths each in Haryana 
and Jammu and Kashmir, 
and one each in Kerala, 
Chandigarh, Ladakh, 
Punjab and Uttarakhand..

Of the total 5,815 
fatalities, Maharashtra 
tops the list with 2,465 
deaths followed by 1,092 
in Gujarat and 556 in 
Delhi.

In Madhya Pradesh, 
364 people have died so 
far, followed by 335 in 
West Bengal, 222 in Ut-
tar Pradesh and 203 in 
Rajasthan.

Tamil Nadu has reg-
istered 197 deaths so far, 
while there have been 
92 fatalities in Telan-
gana and 64 in Andhra 

Pradesh. Fifty-two peo-
ple have succumbed to 
the infection in Karna-
taka, followed by 46 in 
Punjab, 33 in Jammu and 
Kashmir, and 24 in Bihar.

Haryana has regis-
tered 23 fatalities, while 
the toll in Kerala is 11. 
There have been seven 
deaths each in Odisha 
and Uttarakhand.

Five COVID-19 fatali-
ties each have been re-
ported from Himachal 
Pradesh, Chandigarh and 
Jharkhand, while four 
have died in Assam.

A person each have 
died due to the pandemic 
in Meghalaya, Chhattis-
garh and Ladakh, accord-
ing to the data.

More than 70 per cent 
of the deaths are due to 
comorbidities, it said.

The highest number 
of cases in the country 
are from Maharashtra 
with a tally of 72,300, fol-
lowed by 24,586 in Tamil 
Nadu, 22,132 in Delhi 
and 17,617 in Gujarat.

Rajasthan has 9,373 
confirmed COVID-19 
cases, followed 8,420 in 
Madhya Pradesh, 8,361 
in Uttar Pradesh and 
6,168 in West Bengal.

The coronavirus cas-
es has gone up to 4,155 
in Bihar, 3,898 in Andhra 
Pradesh, 3,796 in Karna-
taka and 2,891 in Telan-
gana. A total of 2,718 
people have contracted 
COVID-19 in Jammu and 
Kashmir, followed by 
2,652 in Haryana, 2,342 
in Punjab and 2,245 in 
Odisha.

The number of infec-
tions in Assam rose to 
1,513, while Kerala has 
1,412 and Uttarakhand 
1,043 cases.

Jharkhand has regis-
tered 712 infections, fol-
lowed by 564 in Chhat-
tisgarh, 468 in Tripura 
and 345 in Himachal 
Pradesh. The COVID-19 
tally in Chandigarh rose 
301, while there are 89 
cases in Manipur, 82 in 
Puducherry and 81 in La-
dakh.
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LAND FOR SALE 
A land measuring an area for  50x32 1/2  at Road-
side just below housing colony is for sale. It is 
just a  one minute walking distance from Namchi 
bazaar taxi stand. Interested party may contact 
9593373387 and 9434406761

LAND FOR SALE 
An area measuring 1 acre at Sadam South Sikkim 
near Loretto Convent School at Gupti road. Price 
negotiable any one interested can contact:

78640-04501,62970-03235, 98320-48410

GENERAL LAND FOR SALE
General land 30X40 (3 Plots) available for sale 

at  Tadong 6th Mile next to Harka Maya College. 
Flat Land no cutting required. Price 27 Lakhs 

(negotiable).
Contact: 9800201335

 
~ SummitTIMES ~

CLASSIFIEDS

Goa has 79 coronavirus cases, followed by 49 in 
Nagaland and 33 in Andaman and Nicobar Islands.

Meghalaya has registered 27 infections, while 
Arunachal Pradesh has reported 22 and Mizoram 13 
cases so far.

Dadar and Nagar Haveli has four cases, while Sik-
kim has reported a case till now.

The ministry said 7,123 cases were being reas-
signed to states, adding that the figures were being 
reconciled with the Indian Council of Medical Re-
search.

Statewise distribution is subject to further verifi-
cation and reconciliation, it added.

Record 8909...

BJP-Sikkim appoints office 
bearers to Kisan Morcha

SKM treasurer donates 
to CM Relief Fund

Nawin Kiran unimpressed with 
Economic Revival Committee 

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 03 Jun: 

Sikkim Subject Com-
mittee vice-convener 

Nawin Kiran Pradhan 
today asserted that the 
Economic Revival Com-
mittee should provide 
direct economic relief to 
the people rather than 
confusing people with 
big words and jargon. 

He highlighted that 
Sikkim has a small econo-
my and that the State was 
primarily dependent on 
Central funds and tax dis-
tribution. Hence, the State 
did not require experts to 
tie it up in technical lan-
guage and should instead 
provide direct economic 

relief to the people. 
Addressing a press 

conference here this af-
ternoon, Mr Pradhan ar-
gued that the ERC media 

briefing of Tuesday re-
vealed that the commit-
tee has not even begun 
its work in earnest de-
spite having been consti-

tuted 20 days back. 
He alleged that ERC 

did not even know the 
scale of the economic set-
back suffered by the State 

due to the lockdown. 
He contended that the 

people were disappointed 
by the committee as it has 
not taken any steps or pro-
duced any data on what 
the State has suffered. 

He pointed out that 
the tourism and hospi-
tality sectors have been 
severely affected and the 
ERC should recommend 
a relief package for it at 
the earliest. The relief 
promised to drivers has 
also not materialsed thus 
far, he rued. 

He also criticized the 
government for not hav-
ing acted on the written 
complaint filed by him on 
the Paatal Lok issue. 

Sanitization drive at Lower Temi

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 03 June: 

A meeting of the Bharati-
ya Janata Party’s Kisan 

Morcha was held under the 
chairmanship of the unit’s 
president, former MLA Mo-
han Gurung at the Singtam 

party office on Wednesday. 
The meeting ap-

pointed Bikash Pradhan 
as general secretary, PT 
Bhutia as treasurer and 
Yadhu Sharma as sec-
retary of BJP-Sikkim’s 
Kisan Morcha. The meet-

ing was attended by BJP 
MLAs, DR Thapa, KB Rai 
and Raj Kumari Thapa 
and general secretary, 
Bharat Dulala, East Dis-
trict president, Bhanu 
Sharma and other func-
tionaries of the state unit 
of the party.

A BJP press release 
informs that the meet-
ing passed several pro-
posals and directed the 
Kisan Morcha to work 
towards reaching bene-
fits under the Atmanirb-
har Bharat package an-
nounced by the Centre 
to farmers here. The 
release adds that the 
meeting also discussed 
various other issues re-
lated to farmers.

With Attack on Israeli Water System, 
Iran Opened a ‘Pandora’s Box’

The Iranian cyber attack 
in early April on an Is-

raeli water-treatment fa-
cility, designed to get com-
puters to add too much 
chlorine to the Israeli 
water supply, represents 
a new phase in Iranian ag-
gression, a former Israeli 
defense official said.

Maj. Gen. (res.) Yaa-
kov Amidror, former na-
tional security adviser 
to Israeli Prime Minister 
Netanyahu and a senior 
fellow at the Jerusalem 
Institute for Strategy and 
Security (JISS), says that 
there is no historical ex-
perience for cyber wars 
and their consequences, 
and that therefore, much 
caution is needed when 
assessing them.

According to inter-
national media reports, 
Israel retaliated by para-
lyzing Iran’s key seaport 
— the Shahid Rajaee port 
in the city of Bandar Ab-
bas, which is a strategic 
hub for Iranian sea im-
ports, exports, and traf-
ficking of illicit weapons.

“It is not possible to 
know whether Israel’s 
reported response will 
deter Iran, which to a cer-
tain extent has opened a 
‘Pandora’s box’ in a cyber 
attack designed to harm 
civilians,” said Amidror.

In its attack, Iran also 
“placed itself at great 
risk,” he added.

Amidror said that cy-
ber maneuvers have the 
potential to deteriorate 
into war, if the side that 
is attacked “feels that it 
has been greatly harmed, 
and it cannot suitably re-
taliate against its enemy, 
and therefore remains 
vulnerable to attacks 
from it.”

However, as in any 

difficult decision, he 
added, “decision-makers 
must also take into ac-
count whether respond-
ing to a cyber attack with 
a kinetic [physical] strike 
will succeed, and what 
price might be paid if the 
adversary also decides to 
respond kinetically.”

April’s cyber strike 
on Israel’s water systems 
was a “synchronized 
and organized attack” 
designed to harm civil-
ian infrastructure, Yigal 
Unna, who heads Israel’s 
National Cyber Director-
ate, said recently.

In comments relayed 
by the Associated Press, 
Unna said that recent de-
velopments have marked 
the start of a new era of 
covert cyber war, warn-
ing that a “cyber winter 
is coming.”

“Rapid is not some-
thing that describes 
enough how fast and how 
crazy and hectic things 
are moving forward in 
cyberspace, and I think 
we will remember this 
last month and May 2020 
as a changing point in the 
history of modern cyber 
warfare,” Unna told a dig-
ital international cyber 
conference. “If the bad 
guys had succeeded in 
their plot, we would now 
be facing, in the middle 
of the corona[virus] cri-
sis, very big damage to 
the civilian population 
and a lack of water and 
even worse than that,” he 
added.

A Western intelli-
gence official told The 
Financial Times that had 
the Iranian attack suc-
ceeded, it would have 
“triggered fail-safes that 
would have shut down 
the pumping station 

when the excess chemi-
cal was detected, but 
would have left tens of 
thousands of Israeli civil-
ians and farms parched 
in the middle of a heat-
wave.”

Professor Uzi Rabi, 
director of the Moshe 
Dayan Center for Middle 
Eastern and African Stud-
ies at Tel Aviv University, 
told Israel’s 101 FM ra-
dio station in recent days 
that the reported cyber 
attack on the Bander Ab-
bas port sent a powerful 
message to Iran’s regime 
about Israel’s cyber ca-
pabilities.

Bander Abbas “is not 
far from Hormuz Straits, 
which is [the] outlet for 
shipping from the Per-
sian Gulf to world,” noted 
Rabi. He described the 
port as a “central life ar-
tery” for Iran for exports, 
imports, sea trade, and 
military activity.

The Washington Post 
reported that Israel was 
accused of a cyber attack 
that crashed the port’s 
computer systems and 
caused “total disarray,” 
including kilometers-
long truck lines and long 
lines of sea vessels out-
side of the port. Satellite 
imagery of the chaos was 
shown in the report.

“There is no doubt if 
you turn off the switch 
with a hidden hand, that 
calls out for attention,” 
said Rabi, in reference 
to the reported attack on 
the port. “If it’s true that 
Iran tried to intrude with 
a polluted hand into Isra-
el’s water infrastructure 
and harm the civilian 
world, then at a public-
awareness level a line 
has been crossed. Israel 
could not let this pass.” 

Gangtok, 03 Jun (IPR): 
Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha treasurer, Keshu 
Agarwal, called on the 
Chief Minister, Prem 
Singh Tamang at Sam-
man Bhawan this after-
noon and handed over 
two cheques amounting 
to Rs 10 Lakh from the 
Party and Rs 2 Lakh from 

his personal account for 
Chief Minister’s Relief 
Fund to support the gov-
ernment’s effort to fight 
the COVID-19, a global 
pandemic.  The Chief 
Minister expressed his 
heartfelt gratitude to the 
party and the treasurer 
for the kind gesture and 
generous contribution.

Namchi, 03 Jun [IPR]: 
A sanitization program 
was conducted at Temi 
GPU today and various 
public offices like the 
Police Station, Power Of-
fice, PHC, State Bank of 

Sikkim, State Bank of In-
dia, BAC and home quar-
antine houses at lower 
Temi Ward was sanitized 
and safety gear like face 
masks, hand sanitizers 
and gloves distributed.

Some Premier League 
clubs to face three 

matches in seven days
DAVID HYTNER & JACOB STEINBERG
London, 03 June [theGuardian]: The Premier League 
is close to presenting a provisional fixture list for the re-
mainder of the season to its clubs, with the unlucky ones 
facing a sequence of three games in seven days.

The league’s football operations team are working 
to finalise a schedule that features full match rounds 
on six long weekends, beginning with Friday 19 June 
to Monday 22 June, and three midweek slots, incor-
porating games on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thurs-
days. The intention is for the midweek rounds to be 
23-25 June, 7-9 July and 14-16 July.

There are two additional fixtures, which are the 
games in hand from when the season was stopped 
– Manchester City v Arsenal and Aston Villa v Shef-
field United – which will be the first to be played, on 
Wednesday 17 June. The hope is to finish the league 
season on the weekend of 25-26 July, with the FA Cup 
final on Saturday 1 August.

It was agreed by the clubs that this was the pre-
ferred framework and, before a meeting on Thursday, 
the league’s operations team have sought to allocate 
fixtures to specific dates. It has been a stressful task, 
with various interested parties to align, including 
broadcasters and safety advisory groups.

The operations team have prioritised the league’s 
guidance that teams should not play twice in 48 
hours. It remains to be seen whether they can spare 
every club this unwanted possibility. However, it is 
inevitable that, in a best-case scenario, some clubs 
will play three times in seven days. For example, after 
some Monday games, the clubs involved would have 
to play on Thursday and then at least one of them on 
Sunday, as both could not play again in the lone slot 
the following Monday.

The FA Cup quarter-finals are slated for the week-
end of 27-28 June and the semi-finals for 18-19 July. 
The only two free midweek slots follow the Cup week-
ends, allowing for league games displaced by these 
ties to be staged. With the original running order 
of the league match rounds set to be respected, the 
games that stand to be bumped into midweek by the 
quarter-finals are Bournemouth v Newcastle, Arsenal 
v Norwich, Brighton v Manchester United, Everton v 
Leicester, Manchester City v Liverpool, Sheffield Unit-
ed v Tottenham and West Ham v Chelsea. 

The provisional fixture list will be debated at 
Thursday’s meeting and there are sure to be com-
plaints from those who feel that the spacing is against 
them. The hope is the schedule can be finessed and 
signed off, however.

Teams will ramp up preparations for the restart 
after the league gave approval for friendlies as long 
as strict guidelines around hygiene are followed, with 
instructions including players travelling in their own 
cars, possibly in their kit.

These games will enable clubs to build match 
fitness and will be played at stadiums or training 
grounds. Clubs, who were sent a guidance note by the 
league on Tuesday, will need to ensure they adhere to 
physical-distancing measures. Players involved will 
need to have recorded a negative coronavirus test in 
the most recent checks. Risk assessments of stadiums 
and training grounds are also required and teams will 
not be allowed to travel more than 90 minutes. It is 
understood Newcastle will be granted dispensation to 
travel further to find opponents.

Chief among other matters to be discussed on 
Thursday are scenarios in the event the season can-
not be finished – with an unweighted points-per-
game system favoured.  

Ailing student from 
Maharashtra 

stuck in Budapest
Aurangabad, Jun 3 (PTI): 
A student from Aurang-
abad in central Maha-
rashtra is stranded in 
Hungary since the out-
break of coronavirus 
outbreak, and waiting 
to return to India as he 
is unwell.

Prithviraj Rajput, 
who is studying cater-
ing and tourism at an 
institute in Budapest, 
told PTI over phone 
that over 50 Indians are 
stuck in the East Euro-
pean country since the 
pandemic brought air 
travel to a halt.

“I collapsed last 
Wednesday and some-
how managed to call my 
friend who took me to 
hospital here. Doctors 
told me it was a blood 
sugar issue,” he said.

“Things are expen-
sive here. My friends 
cooked and supplied me 
food in hospital. Now 
these friends have re-
turned to their homes 
and I have not recov-

ered completely yet,” 
Rajput said.

“We are a total of 51 
Indians here who want 
to return to India. We 
are in touch with each 
other through a What-
sApp group. Doctors 
have advised me to re-
turn home,” he said.

Jaswantsingh Rajput, 
his father, who is a vet-
eran tour operator, said, 
“We have been writing 
to embassies and con-
cerned offices (of the 
Ministry of External 
Affairs). We received 
a reply few days back 
that stranded students 
from Budapest will be 
sent back to India from 
Frankfurt. But there 
was no communication 
thereafter.

“Three flights are 
scheduled to depart 
for India from Frank-
furt till June 11. We are 
expecting that my son 
will get a seat on one of 
them as he is not well,” 
he added.

HC stays ap-
pointment 
of 69,000 UP 
govt teachers
Lucknow, Jun 3 (PTI): 
The Allahabad High Court 
Wednesday stayed the 
appointment of 69,000 
assistant basic teachers 
in Uttar Pradesh, holding 
that there has been an 
‘error’ in the evaluation 
of question paper.

The Lucknow bench 
of the high court fixed the 
next hearing on July 12.

Justice Alok Mathur’s 
order comes days af-
ter the Supreme Court 
sought the UP govern-
ment’s reply on pleas 
challenging the high 
court verdict, which had 
upheld the state’s deci-
sion to keep higher cut-
off marks for these ap-
pointments.

Justice Mathur passed 
the interim order after 
hearing 31 writ petitions 
moved by hundreds of 
unsuccessful candidates 
individually.

The notification is-
sued on May 8, 2020, 
whereby the final answer 
key has been issued is 
hereby stayed, and all 
proceedings pursuant to 
same are also stayed till 
the next date of listing,” 
the court said. Pronounc-
ing the order reserved 
on June 1, the court said, 
In the present case, the 
court has examined cer-
tain questions and is of 
the considered opinion 
that there has been a ma-
terial error in evaluation 
of question paper due 
to which a large number 
of candidates are liable 
to suffer for no fault of 
theirs.

The high court de-
clined the argument of 
Advocate General Ragh-
vendra Singh that though 
some questions may be 
argumentative having 
more than one correct 
answer, even then the 
court need not interfere 
in the issue in as much as 
the presumption should go 
in favour of the examining 
authority.

Once it is clear that 
there could be more than 
one correct answer in an 
objective type question 
where several options 
have been provided by the 
examining authority, the 
candidate is required to 
select only one correct an-
swer, then it is incumbent, 
necessary and mandatory 
that in-fact there should 
only be one correct answer 
which could be selected by 
the candidate, otherwise, 
he would be liable for ad-
ditional marks for the neg-
ligence of the examining 
authority and he need not 
be made to suffer, the court 
said. Arguing on behalf of 
the petitioners, senior ad-
vocates LP Mishra, HGS 
Parihar and Sudeep Seth 
demonstrated as many as 
five questions and answers, 
which the court prima facie 
found either ambiguous, 
wrong or different from 
earlier examinations.

Since the cut-off for 
general and OBC candi-
dates was 65 per cent and 
60 per cent for SC/ST and 
many petitioners did not 
succeed for one, two or 
three marks, if reevaluation 
was conducted, the peti-
tioners could get within the 
cut-off, argued the lawyers.

Holding that prima fa-
cie the petitioners had suc-
ceeded in making a case 
for the interim relief, the 
court referred the provi-
sional answer key along 
with the objections to 
experts to be appointed 
by the Secretary, Univer-
sity Grants Commission 
(UGC), New Delhi.   
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Meghalaya lifts ban on in-
tra-state travel

Shillong, Jun 1 (PTI): The Meghalaya government on Monday announced lifting of re-
strictions imposed on intra-state travel, Deputy Chief Minister Prestone Tynsong said.

There will be no more restrictions on movement of people from one district to 
another within Meghalaya during daytime as long as protocols on social distancing, 
wearing masks and hand-hygiene are maintained, he said.

“In view of the relaxation made by the Centre, we have decided to lift the restric-
tion on inter-district movement with immediate effect,” Tynsong told journalists after 
a review meeting.

However, the ban on inter-state movement will continue, the deputy chief minister 
said.

The curbs on inter-district movement were lifted as part of easing of restrictions 
under ‘Unlock-1’ after such travel was banned for over two months due to the coro-
navirus lockdown. The restrictions were lifted for both public and private transport, 
he said.

Fifty per cent of vehicular traffic will be allowed and administrator of the district 
and transport department will finalise on this, he said.

Donation in person to 
CM Relief Fund from 
remote West Sikkim

South Sikkim schools accommodate 
returnees and keep them safe

Namchi, 03 Jun [IPR]: 
As the Government of 
Sikkim continues with 
evacuation process of 
thousands of Sikkimese 
stranded outside the 
state for this purpose 
additional free quaran-
tine facility has been set 
up to accommodate the 
returnees. For the same 
resolution the South 
District Administration 
has converted some edu-
cational institutes into 
quarantine centres. 

JAWAHAR NAVODAYA 
VIDYALAYA (JNV), RAV-
ANGLA

This distinguished 
institute has offered its 
infrastructure to the dis-
trict authorities for set-
ting up a quarantine facil-
ity. A total of eight hostels, 
four for boys and four for 
girls are being used at 
this Centre. Around 192 
evacuees can be accom-
modated in these eight 
hostels making JNV, Ra-
vangla the only estab-
lishment which can cur-
rently house the highest 
number of quarantined 
people. Each hostel has 
two floors and in normal 
times a total of twenty-
four people could have 

been accommodated 
but keeping in view the 
social distancing guide-
lines of COVID-19, twelve 
beds in each floor are 
being used. As a part of 
social responsibility, the 
principal and staff of JNV 
also renovated the hostel 
by painting it and fitting 
new doors. At present 
there are 189 inmates 
out of which 101 are 
males and 88 females. An 
ambulance from Ravan-
gla PHC is also attached 
with the facility. This fa-
cility has the principal 

of JNV as the Incharge, 
doctors, nurses, secu-
rity, caterers, volunteers 
and other staff are fixed 
as well for the smooth 
functioning. A swab col-
lection chamber has also 
been set up.

NAMCHI GIRLS SE-
NIOR SECONDARY 
SCHOOL

This State Govern-
ment School has been 
transformed into a quar-
antine facility , which has 
two dormitories for boys 
and girls respectively 
and one extra room for 

family. Currently, there 
are a total number of 24 
females and 25 males 
who are undergoing 
the 14 days mandatory 
quarantine period.  As 
for now, medical team 
consisting of doctor and 
nurses, security, sanitary 
and administrative staff 
are posted at the centre. 

These two institutes 
are following the Stan-
dard operating proce-
dure for all amenities 
including management 
of bio-medical waste. 
However, the evacuated 

returnees who are stay-
ing at educational insti-
tute can equally shoulder 
the responsibility and co-
operate the district ad-
ministration in smooth 
functioning. As a citizen 
of the State, they can sup-
port the front- line work-
ers in many ways and 
make a habit of cleaning 
as the same infrastruc-
ture could be used by 
the students after proper 
disinfection and sanitiza-
tion that is when this CO-
VID-19 catastrophe will 
cease to end.

PK Pradhan donates 6.91 
acres for CHC in Soreng

Gangtok, 03 Jun [IPR]: 
A Memorandum of Un-
derstanding was signed 
between former Chief 
Secretary, PK Pradhan 
and his family and the 
Government of Sikkim at 
Samman Bhawan here in 
the capital today.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Mr Pradhan ex-
pressed his gratitude 
towards the State Gov-
ernment for choosing his 
land for the construction 
of a Community Health 
Centre which will be 
named after his Grandfa-
ther and hoped that such 

noble work continues to 
be carried out in future 
as well.  

A plot measuring 
6.91 acres owned by Mr 
Pradhan and his family 
in Soreng, West Sikkim, 
has been donated to the 
Government of Sikkim 
for this purpose.

The Chief Minister 
termed this a historic occa-
sion for the people of Sikkim 
and the Health Department. 

He also informed that 
upgrading the Primary 
Health Centre at Soreng 
to a Community Health 
Centre was one of the 

topmost priorities of the 
Government for which 
funds were allocated in 
the last budget session.

The Chief Minister 
expressed his heartfelt 
gratitude towards Mr PK 
Pradhan and his family 
for the gesture and also 
directed the officials to 
expedite the process of 
registration of the land 
and begin construction 
at the earliest. 

The CHC will not only 
benefit the people of 
Soreng sub-division but 
also cater to the neigh-
bouring remote villages.

Nature Index 2020 ranks SRM 
IST No 1 private univ in India

SUMMIT REPORT
Kattankulathur, 03 Jun:

SRM Institution of Sci-
ence and Technology, 

Kattankulathur, has been 
ranked No.1 private uni-
versity in India and 21st 
among Indian universi-
ties by the Nature Index 
2020. The ranking was 
done based on Nature 
Index data from 01 Jan, 
2019 to 31 Dec, 2019.

Among the four broad 
subject areas, SRMIST 
ranked 19th in India for 
Chemistry and 28th in 
Physical Sciences. The 
Nature Index also ranked 
SRMIST 5th in India 
among Nature and Sci-

ence journal group.
Some of the top ar-

ticles by altmetric score 
in current  window are: 
‘The GenomeAsia 100k 
Project enables genetic 
discoveries across Asia’ 
which was published in 
Nature (December 2019) 
and ‘A bacteriophage nu-
cleus-like compartment 
shields DNA from CRIS-
PR nucleases’ published 
in Nature (December 
2019). Apart from this 
SRMIST’s overall publica-
tions has reached 22,000 
as on date (put together 
in all Indexing Databas-
es). Our university’s h-
index has increased to 83 

(Scopus based).
The Nature Index is a 

database of author affili-
ations and institutional 
relationships. The index 
tracks contributions to 
research articles pub-
lished in 82 high-quality 
natural science journals, 
chosen by an indepen-
dent group of research-
ers.

This Index provides 
absolute and fractional 
counts of article publica-
tion at the institutional 
and national level and, 
as such, is an indicator 
of global high-quality 
research output and col-
laboration.

Gangtok, 03 Jun [IPR]: 
Hari Lall Nepal of Lower 
Rinchenpong Namrek, 
West Sikkim, has contrib-
uted a sum of Rs 5,100 
towards the Chief Minis-
ter’s Relief Fund to fight 
against COVID-19.

He handed over the 
contribution to the Sec-
retary to Chief Minister 

at his office today.
The Secretary thanked 

him for his generous and 
valued contribution in this 
hour of crisis.

Shiva Lall Sharma ac-
companied Mr Nepal all 
the way from Rinchen-
pong, West Sikkim, to 
make the  contribution to 
the CM Relief Fund

Rajasthan records 102 fresh cases of COVID-19

Jaipur, Jun 3 (PTI): 
Over 100 fresh cases of 
COVID-19 were reported 
in Rajasthan on Wednes-
day, taking the virus tally 
in the state to 9,475, offi-
cials said.

The death toll due 
to COVID-19 in the state 
stands at 203.

There are 2,766 ac-

tive cases of COVID-19, 
while 5,977 patients 
have been discharged 
from hospitals so far, the 
officials said.

While 28 of the 102 
new COVID-19 cases 
are from Jaipur, 18 are 
from Bharatpur, 13 from 
Nagaur, 10 from Jhala-
war, three cases each 

from Baran, Dungarpur, 
Kota and Rajsamand.

Two cases each of 
the novel coronavirus 
have been reported 
from Karauli and Sirohi 
and one case each from 
Churu and Dholpur. The 
addresses of two other 
patients is yet to be as-
certained, officials said.

Assam oil well still leaking 
gas one week after blowout

HANNAH ELLIS-PETERSEN
New Delhi, 03 June 
[theGuardian]: An oil 
well in the Indian state of 
Assam is still leaking gas 
“uncontrollably” after a 
blowout a week ago that 
it is feared has killed en-
dangered river dolphins 
and birds and forced 
2,500 people to evacuate 
their homes.

For days authorities 
have failed to plug the 
leak from the well in the 
village of Baghjan after 
the incident on 27 May. 
The blowout – an uncon-
trolled release of oil and 
gas due to the failure of 
pressure control systems 
– sent a fountain of crude 
oil into the air, “unleash-
ing a hell”, according to 
local accounts.

A continuous spray 
of cold water is being 
used to cool the leaking 
natural gas to prevent it 
igniting and causing an 
explosion.

As the impact spread, 
the National Disaster Re-
sponse Force was called 
in and about 2,500 peo-
ple have been taken to 
relief camps.

According to Oil India 
Limited (OIL), which op-
erates the well, gas was 

still flowing uncontrol-
lably from the leak on 
Tuesday. The company 
has called in foreign ex-
perts in an attempt to get 
the leak under control, 
but locals and environ-
mental activists say that 
untold damage has al-
ready been done to the 
rare biodiversity of the 
area, as well as to essen-
tial local agriculture.

Baghjan village, 
where the rig is located, 
sits next to the protect-
ed Dibru Saikhowa na-
tional park and Maguri 
Beel wetlands, which is 
home to dozens of spe-
cies of migratory birds, 
rare wildlife and aquatic 
species. However, the riv-
ers running into the wet-
lands are said to have be-
come contaminated from 
the explosion, with the 
residue from the oil spill 
sitting on the surface of 
the water, leading to the 
poisoning and suffoca-
tion of aquatic species.

At least one critically 
endangered Gangetic river 
dolphin has been found 
dead in the nearby river, its 
outer skin scaly and peel-
ing, and locals fear there are 
other carcasses in less ac-
cessible locations. 

Mizoram to open schools for 
new session on July 15

Aizawl, Jun 3 (PTI): The 
Mizoram government on 
Wednesday decided to 
open schools for the new 
academic session on July 
15, an official said.

The meeting of de-
partments concerned 
and stakeholders chaired 
by Education Minister 
Lalchhandama Ralte 
unanimously agreed to 
open educational insti-
tutions under Mizoram 
Board of School Educa-
tion (MBSE) on July 15 
and also open admission 
for Class 11 students on 
June 22, the official said.

In the meeting, it was 
agreed upon that a new 
school calendar be pre-
pared for the 2020-21 
academic session to be 
effective from April 2020 
to March 2021, he said.

It was pointed out in 
the meeting that it is ex-
pected to complete the 

syllabus without omitting 
any lesson or chapter dur-
ing the school calendar. 
However, the allotted time 
for a lesson might be re-
duced and exercise should 
be minimised. As for high-
er secondary students, 
a lesson plan would be 
chalked out separately in 
accordance with the Cen-
tral Board of Secondary 
Education (CBSE) calen-
dar because the students 
are yet to write NEET or 
JEE examinations, the of-
ficial said.

According to the of-
ficial, Ralte informed the 
meeting that all school 
buildings used for quar-
antine facilities are ex-
pected to be vacated and 
sanitised by July 15 to 
facilitate students go to 
their respective schools.

The minister also told 
the meeting that his let-
ters to the Union Human 

Resource Development 
(HRD) Minister and Chief 
Executive and Secretary 
of Council for the Indian 
School Certificate Ex-
aminations (CISCE) have 
bore fruit and as a result 
of which the HRD ministry 
issued an order allowing 
Class 10 and 12 students 
to take pending board 
exams under CBSE in the 
centre of their choice, the 
official said. “The CISCE 
will also set up an exam 
centre at Government 
Mizo High School in Aiza-
wl,” Ralte was quoted as 
saying by the official.

According to the min-
ister, more than 100 stu-
dents in Mizoram, who 
have returned from dif-
ferent parts of the state 
due to the nationwide 
lockdown, are yet to 
complete taking exams 
for pending subjects un-
der CBSE and CISCE. 
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Rediscover the Thrill 
of Competition

After employability, instill the desire 
to excelr

Unemployment has a habit of remaining 
in the news. Or maybe because it is on 

everyone’s minds, that it appears to be in 
frequent discussion as well and through that 
affiliation, also getting mentioned often in 
press releases and becoming standard fare 
in political pronouncements. Meanwhile, 
the State Government started with a youth-
empowerment year a little over a decade ago 
and has since developed the initiative into skill 
development which now has a directorate of 
capacity building dedicated to it, an institute and 
livelihood schools in all territorial constituencies 
and now a whole start-up programme 
dedicated to supporting young entrepreneurs. 
Scholarships are also on offer, as are attractive 
student loans. In a scenario such as this, the 
focus of those wishing to address the challenge 
of unemployment should be in expending more 
energy on ensuring that the skill development 
initiative, the effort which makes the job-seekers 
employable, are more effectively carried out. 
Unfortunately, more energy has traditionally 
been directed at embarrassing the clutch of 
officers serving on service extensions. The 
aspiration for government employment is still 
so strong that these “extensions” still irk many 
even though their retirement will only open up 
a sliver of positions. But can one really blame 
the unemployed who still aspire for government 
employment at the cost of compromising their 
chances in private sector advancement or self-
employment options? The salary differential is 
so staggering and the work ethic requirements 
so relaxed, that it is really unfair to shoo the 
youth away from government employment and 
have them pursue opportunities in the private 
sector.

But this, in a way, is a lost pursuit. There can 
never be enough government jobs for the youth 
hoping for employment and it is only a matter 
of time before government offices are slimmed 
down and openings shut even tighter. It goes 
without saying that when the crunch comes, 
the survival instinct will kick in and the youth 
of Sikkim will explore and attain new options 
and livelihoods. But why wait for resoluteness 
to evolve only when the going gets tough. 
Sikkim is undoubtedly among the few places 
which are lucky enough to have the chance of 
staving off tough times if they “get going” while 
the going is still good. Few regions have been as 
pampered and are as blessed with lucky breaks 
and opportunities as Sikkim is. For a State that 
has no political clout by way of parliamentarian 
strength in Delhi, Sikkim has had a good run 
with the powers-that-be in getting its demands 
met and problems resolved even in these times 
of absolute “sevaks” when larger states have 
been cold shouldered. Many opportunities have 
been created and continue to be offered. Even a 
cursory listing of new investments in Sikkim will 
bear out that opportunities abound in a diverse 
range of activities, from trading to academics to 
white-collar jobs. What is now required is for 
these opportunities to be seized.

Unfortunately, this is where Sikkim is found 
lacking. Opportunities require hard work for 
success. It is this drive that Sikkim needs more 
of. The technical qualifications apart, every 
job requires only a few more qualities from 
prospective candidates - diligence, commitment 
to quality and a tenacity to compete. The faster 
Sikkim rediscovers these strengths, the sooner 
the opportunities will start delivering. The 
Livelihood Schools, apart from the subject-
specific trainings they impart, should also 
include sessions on work-culture and introduce 
trainees to real achievers from around them 
and from elsewhere so that they complete 
their courses inspired to sweat it out, compete, 
stumble and stand up again.

Militarization has fostered a policing 
culture that sets up protesters as ‘the enemy’

When Trump attacks the press, he attacks 
the American people and their Constitution

PETER GRESTE
theconversation.com

Here is a line from the latest safety 
advisory for reporters issued by 

the US-based Committee for the Pro-
tection of Journalists (CPJ):

“Taking into account the in-
creased levels of violence and tactics 
used by both police and protesters, 
ballistic glasses, helmets, and stab 
vests should be worn. If there is a 
threat of live ammunition being used, 
then body armour should be consid-
ered.”

It is the kind of advice I used to 
be given before going on assign-
ment to places like Baghdad, Kabul 
or Mogadishu. But the CPJ is aiming 
its latest note at US-based reporters 
more used to covering city hall than 
documenting running battles be-
tween police and demonstrators. It is 
deeply troubling that an organisation 
usually advocating for reporters in 
violent autocratic regimes decides it 
now has to support those in its own 
backyard.

One organisation, Bellingcat, has 
been tracking assaults on journal-
ists since the riots broke out over the 
death of George Floyd in Minneapo-
lis last week. In the first four days of 
protests, its chief investigator count-
ed more than 100 incidents. (The CPJ 
counts closer to 200.)

The 101st involved an Austra-

lian news crew from Channel Seven. 
They were beaten while filming out-
side the White House, as riot police 
used tear gas and batons to clear 
the peaceful protesters so President 
Donald Trump could walk across the 
street and hold a Bible in front of St 
John’s Church. (In a speech moments 
before, Trump had – without irony – 
declared, “I am your president of law 
and order”, and “an ally of all peaceful 
protesters”.)

The startling number of attacks 
on journalists does not appear to be 
an accident. Inevitably, anyone re-
porting in violent places risks being 
caught in crossfire. But the numbers 
suggest something more troubling.

Bellingcat’s investigator Nick Wa-
ters, wrote “although in some incidents 
it is possible the journalists were hit or 
affected accidentally, in the majority of 
the cases we have recorded the jour-
nalists are clearly identifiable as press, 
and it is clear that they are being delib-
erately targeted.”

The police actions against jour-
nalists might seem futile in our so-
cial media age when everyone with a 
mobile phone has the power to act as 
a reporter, but that doesn’t stop indi-
vidual cops from lashing out at those 
they see as actively monitoring them.

There does not appear to be a 
coordinated strategy. In the United 
States, policing is generally a state 
and city affair, so collusion seems 

unlikely. The CPJ’s Courtney Radsh 
said the organisation’s experience of 
tracking violence towards journalists 
in some of the world’s most hostile 
regimes shows that the police step up 
their attacks when they believe they 
can get away with it.

In the US, the president himself 
has frequently derided journalists 
as “the enemy of the people”, who 
peddle “fake news”, and on Sunday 
he issued a tweet describing them as 
“truly bad people with a sick agenda”.

There is no doubt some journal-
ists have behaved unethically or been 
loose with the facts, and the news 
business more broadly has not al-
ways covered itself in glory.

But as imperfect as it may be, it 
remains a vital part of the way a free 
and open democracy works. It acts as 
a watchdog on behalf of voters, moni-
toring the behaviour of institutions 
like the police and government who 
are supposed to be acting in the in-
terests of the public.

In so many cases in the protests, 
journalists have clearly identified 
themselves verbally, with accredi-
tation, with vests labelled “press”, 
carrying professional-standard cam-
eras, and by their actions, observing 
rather than participating in the pro-
tests. That observation is rarely com-
fortable for those in authority, but it 
is a necessary part of the system.

As a recovering journalist and 

press freedom advocate, I am of 
course concerned about assaults of 
my colleagues. But to be clear, this is 
not about them. What we are seeing 
in the United States is an attempt to 
make the public blind to heavy-hand-
ed police tactics.

The founding fathers of the Unit-
ed States understood that when they 
wrote the First Amendment into its 
Constitution, guaranteeing “congress 
shall pass no law […] abridging the 
freedom of speech, or of the press”. 
(The First Amendment also guaran-
tees freedom of religion, the right of 
the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the government for 
a redress of grievances.) Attack the 
press, and you attack the very system 
that has made places like the US and 
Australia among the safest and most 
prosperous in the world.

The reason autocrats in Turkey, 
the Philippines and Egypt throw 
journalists in prison with such en-
thusiasm is because they know a 
free media empowers the public, and 
threatens their survival.

If Trump is the patriot he claims 
to be, he will honour the Constitution 
and defend the press rather than ac-
cuse reporters of “doing everything 
within their power to foment hatred 
and anarchy”.

[the writer is Professor of 
Journalism and Communications, 

The University of Queensland]

TOM NOLAN
theconversation.com

The unrest sparked by the death of George Floyd 
after being pinned to the ground by the knee 

of a Minneapolis police officer has left parts of U.S. 
cities looking like a battle zone.

Night after night, angry protesters have taken 
to the street. So too have police officers dressed 
in full riot gear and backed by an arsenal that any 
small military force would be proud of: armored 
vehicles, military-grade aircraft, rubber and wood-
en bullets, stun grenades, sound cannons and tear 
gas canisters.

The militarization of police departments has 
been a feature of U.S. domestic law enforcement 
since the 9/11 attacks. What is clear from the lat-
est round of protest and response, is that despite 
efforts to promote de-escalation as a policy, po-
lice culture appears to be stuck in an “us vs. them” 
mentality.

SETTING UP THE ENEMY
As a former police officer of 27 years and a 

scholar who has written on the policing of margin-
alized communities, I have observed the militari-
zation of the police firsthand, especially in times of 
confrontation.

I have seen, throughout my decades in law en-
forcement, that police culture tends to privilege 
the use of violent tactics and non-negotiable force 
over compromise, mediation, and peaceful con-
flict resolution. It reinforces a general acceptance 
among officers of the use of any and all means of 
force available when confronted with real or per-
ceived threats to officers.

We have seen this play out during the first 
week of protests following Floyd’s death in cities 
from Seattle to Flint to Washington, D.C.

The police have deployed a militarized re-
sponse to what they accurately or inaccurately be-
lieve to be a threat to public order, private property, 
and their own safety. It is in part due to a policing 
culture in which protesters are often perceived as 

the “enemy.” Indeed teaching cops to think like sol-
diers and learn how to kill has been part of a train-
ing program popular among some police officers.

ARMING UP
Police militarization, the process in which law 

enforcement agencies have increased their arsenal 
of weapons and equipment to be deployed in an ar-
ray of situations, began in earnest in the aftermath 
of the terrorist attacks on Sept. 11, 2001.

In the years that followed, domestic law en-
forcement in the United States began a strategic 
shift toward tactics and practices that employed 
militarized responses to even routine police activi-
ties.

Much of this was aided by the federal govern-
ment, through the Defense Logistics Agency’s 
1033 Program, which allows the transfer of mili-
tary equipment to local law enforcement agencies, 
and the Homeland Security Grant Program, which 
gives police departments funding to buy military-
grade weapons and vehicles.

Critics of this process have suggested that the 
message sent to police through equipping them 
with military equipment is that they are in fact at 
war. This to me implies that there needs to be an 
“enemy.” In cities and, increasingly, suburban and 
rural areas, the enemy is often those “others” who 
are perceived to be criminally inclined.

The consequences of this militarized police 
mentality can be deadly, especially for black Amer-
icans.

A study of police-involved deaths between 
2012 and 2018 found that on average, police kill 
2.8 men every day in the U.S. The risk of death at 
the hands of an officer was found to be between 
3.2 and 3.5 times higher for black men compared 
to white men.

And there appears to be a correlation between 
militarization and police violence. A 2017 study 
analyzed spending by police departments against 
police-involved fatalities. Summarizing their re-
sults in The Washington Post, the authors of the 
study wrote: “Even controlling for other possible 

factors in police violence (such as household in-
come, overall and black population, violent-crime 
levels and drug use), more-militarized law en-
forcement agencies were associated with more 
civilians killed each year by police. When a coun-
ty goes from receiving no military equipment to 
$2,539,767 worth (the largest figure that went to 
one agency in our data), more than twice as many 
civilians are likely to die in that county the follow-
ing year.”

And it isn’t just individuals who suffer. Behav-
ioral scientist Denise Herd has studied the com-
munity effect of police violence. Writing in the 
Boston University Law Review earlier this year, 
she concluded that “violent encounters with police 
produce a strong ripple effect of diminishing the 
health and well-being of residents who simply live 
in areas where their neighbors are killed, hurt, or 
psychologically traumatized.”

The trauma from the video of George Floyd in 
clear distress while a uniformed officer knelt on 
his neck is evident in the reaction it has provoked.

The need to address the escalation of police 
confrontations – both during protests and in indi-
vidual encounters – was a focus of the last big push 
for police reform, after the killing of a unarmed 
black man in Ferguson, Missouri, in 2014. As with 
the case of George Floyd, it led to violent scenes in 
which protesters confronted militarized officers.

Just months after the Ferguson unrest, Presi-
dent Obama set up his Task Force on 21st Century 
Policing. It recommended the implementation of 
training and policies that “emphasize de-escala-
tion.” It also called on police to employ tactics dur-
ing protests “designed to minimize the appearance 
of a military operation and avoid using provoca-
tive tactics and equipment that undermine civilian 
trust.”

By the evidence of the last few days, a number 
of police departments have failed to heed the mes-
sage.

[the writer os Visiting Associate Profes-
sor of Sociology, Emmanuel College]
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AirAsia India cuts pilots’ 
salary by 40 pc for May, Jun

Mumbai, Jun 3 (PTI): 
AirAsia India has slashed 
salary of its pilots by an 
average 40 per cent for 
May and June, an airline 
source said.

However, the quan-
tum of reduction in pay 
for other categories and 
senior management re-
mains at the April level, 
the source said.

The senior manage-
ment at AirAsia India had 
taken a pay cut of 20 per 
cent in April, while the 
wages of executives fall-
ing in other categories 
were reduced by 7-17 
per cent.

However, employees 
getting a salary of Rs 
50,000 per month or less 
were spared.

AirAsia India -- a joint 
venture between Tatas 
and AirAsia (Investment) 
Ltd -- will be completing 
six years of operations 
next week. It has a work-
force of around 2,500 
people. As many as 600 of 
them are pilots for its 30 
Airbus A320 aircraft fleet. 
On Tuesday, PTI errone-
ously reported that AirA-
sia India is a joint venture 
between Tatas and SIA.

“Earlier, a pilot was 
being paid for a fixed 70 
hours irrespective of fly-

ing or no flying, which 
has now been reduced to 
20 hours. This way, the 
average salary of a first 
officer (junior pilot) has 
come down to Rs 40,000 
per month from Rs 1.40 
lakh, and that of a captain 
(senior pilot) to Rs 1 lakh 
from Rs 3.45 lakh,” the 
source told PTI. The re-
duction in pay accounts 
for 40 per cent of the to-
tal average salary of a pi-
lot, the source said.

Responding to a PTI 
query on the issue, an 
AirAsia India spokesper-
son on Tuesday said, “We 

do not comment on the 
internal matters pertain-
ing to the company”.

The source also said 
the airline has deferred 
its plans to induct any 
new plane in the fleet for 
the time being.

AirAsia India had 
plans to take delivery of 
five more A320s through 
March next year, the 
source added.

“The airline’s as-
sessment is that the sec-
tor may take about two 
years to recover fully and 
domestic players are un-
likely to expand network 

in the short-to-medium 
term in view of the de-
mand. In this situation, 
fleet expansion will not 
serve any purpose in the 
next couple of quarters,” 
the source said.

Global aviation con-
sultancy CAPA had esti-
mated domestic traffic 
at 55-70 million (5.5-7 
crore) and international 
air traffic demand at 20-
27 million (2-2.7 crore) 
for the current fiscal.

AirAsia India is cur-
rently utilising only 
about 50 per cent of 
the total capacity (30 

planes), and even if there 
is a surge in demand, the 
existing capacity should 
be able to cater to the 
traffic, the source said.

CAPA in its report 
had also said that Indian 
carriers would need to 
realign their fleet deploy-
ment plans with the ex-
pected levels of demand. 
It had estimated that air-
lines would be operating 
around 265-300 aircraft 
in the domestic market 
and 80-95 aircraft on in-
ternational routes in the 
second half of the cur-
rent financial year.

1 fresh COVID-19 case in 
Arunachal Pradesh; tally 29

48 fresh COVID-19 cases in Assam; tally 1,561

Bangladeshi cattle smuggler lynched in Assam

Odisha arranges transport for 
11 migrants from Nagaland

Mizoram to soon get 
4 RT-PCR machines

Over 1,700 stranded Mizos 
yet to return home: Official

Assam: 3 arrested in looting, poaching cases

Karimganj (Assam), 
Jun 3 (PTI): A suspect-
ed Bangladeshi cattle 
smuggler was lynched 
in Karimganj district of 
Assam, while his accom-
plice was arrested, police 
said on Wednesday.

Karimganj Superin-
tendent of Police Kumar 
Sanjit Krishna said one 
of the persons involved 
in the mob lynching has 
been arrested and efforts 
are on to nab the others.

At least seven per-
sons crossed over to the 
Indian side on Monday 
through an open fenc-

ing area, which is an el-
ephant corridor between 
the two countries, and 
tried to steal a cow from a 
house at Putni Tea Estate 
near the border, he said. 
“Soon people gathered 
in the area and thrashed 
them. Police reached the 
spot immediately and 
rescued one person and 
arrested another, but the 
rest managed to flee,” 
Krishna said.

They were taken to a 
hospital and one of them 
was declared brought 
dead, he said.

The deceased has 

been identified as Ranjit 
Munda from Sonarupa 
Tea Estate in Moulviba-
zar district of Bangla-
desh. The arrested per-
son is also from the same 
place, the officer said.

“We have contacted 
the authorities con-
cerned in Bangladesh for 
necessary procedures 
to follow. We have also 
arrested one person in-
volved in the killing of 
the suspected smuggler. 
A search operation has 
been launched to trace 
the others,” the police of-
ficer added.

Guwahati, Jun 3 (PTI): 
As many as 48 fresh CO-
VID-19 cases have been 
reported in Assam, tak-
ing the state’s tally to 
1,561 on Wednesday, 
state Health Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma said.

Of the 48 new pa-
tients, 13 are from Biswa-
nath district, nine from 
West Karbi Anglong, sev-
en from Karimganj, five 
from Sivasagar, four from 
Hojai, one from Cachar 
while the addresses of 
nine persons are yet to 
be ascertained, he said.

The 48 fresh cases 
were detected late on 
Tuesday night.

Twenty-eight fresh 
cases were reported ear-
lier on Tuesday, taking 
the day’s count to 76, 
the minister said, add-
ing they included people 
who had undertaken air 
travel.

Of the 28 patients, 12 
are from Nagaon district, 
10 from Golaghat and 
one from Jorhat, while 
the addresses of the re-
maining persons are yet 
to be ascertained.

Of the 1,561 cases, 
1,217 are active, while 
337 people have recov-
ered, four have died and 
three have migrated, Sar-
ma said.

Fifty-three patients 
were discharged from 
hospitals on Tuesday af-
ter they recovered from 

the disease, he said.
Eighteen were re-

leased in Silchar, 12 in 
Golaghat, 19 in Guwa-
hati, two in Barpeta and 
one each in Dhemaji and 
Diphu, the minister said.

Meanwhile, a repa-
triation flight carrying 37 
passengers from Russia 
under the Vande Bharat 
Mission landed at the 
Lokpriya Gopinath Bor-
doloi International Air-
port in Guwahati well 
past midnight, an Airport 
Authority of India (AAI) 
spokesperson said.

Earlier, 30 of the 155 
passengers brought to 
Assam in a repatriation 
flight from Kuwait on 
May 29 had tested posi-
tive for COVID-19.

Altogether, 64 air 
travellers have tested 
positive for the novel 
coronavirus so far since 
the resumption of flight 
operations on May 25.

The Defence Research 
and Development Or-
ganisation (DRDO) has, 
meanwhile, approved the 
Defence Research Labo-
ratory (DRL), Tezpur as 
an authorised COVID-19 
testing centre.

Assam already has 
seven laboratories where 
samples are being test-
ed and the DRL will be 
its eighth testing facil-
ity. Some samples are 
also being outsourced to 
laboratories outside the 

state.
The minister had ear-

lier said that the state 
government’s aim in June 
will be to reduce institu-
tional quarantine and in-
crease sample testing.

The number of cases 
in Assam has witnessed 
a steep increase since in-
ter-state movement was 
allowed.

Assam has so far test-
ed 1,20,375 samples with 
1,561 testing positive, 
1,11,229 found negative 
and the remaining re-
sults awaited, according 
to the daily bulletin is-
sued by the state Health 
and Family Welfare De-
partment.
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Itanagar, Jun 3 (PTI): 
Arunachal Pradesh on 
Wednesday reported 
one more COVID-19 case 
after a person from Ita-
nagar was found infected 
with the virus, a senior 
government official said.

The number of novel 
coronavirus cases in the 
state has now risen to 29, 
including 28 active cases, 
the official said.

The person, who is 
asymptomatic, is a re-
turnee and was in an 
institutional quarantine 
centre.

His swab sample test-
ed positive on Wednes-

day, Health Secretary P 
Parthiban said without 
giving details about the 
person or the place from 
where he had returned.

Out of the 28 active 
cases in the northeast-
ern state, seven are from 
the state capital, 16 from 
Changlang district and 
one each from Lohit, 
Namsai, Pakke Kessang, 
Tawang and Upper Siang 
districts, the health sec-
retary said.

The states first pa-
tient from Lohit district 
was discharged from a 
hospital on April 16 fol-
lowing his recovery.

Bhubaneswar, Jun 3 
(PTI): The Odisha gov-
ernment on Tuesday sent 
back 11 migrant workers 
of Nagaland who were 
stranded here due to 
the lockdown, an official 
said. They were sent to 
Dimapur by bus along 
with 33 other persons 
from Nagaland stranded 
in Chhattisgarh, he said.

The arrangements 
were made in coordina-
tion with the Chattisgarh 
and Nagaland govern-
menta, he added.

Meanwhile, the Odi-
sha government has re-
leased Rs 62 crore from 

the Chief Minister’s Re-
lief Fund as incentives 
to migrant workers who 
have completed quaran-
tine at the isolation cen-
tres, he said.

The migrant workers 
returning to Odisha from 
outside the state have 
been housed in 16,648 
temporary medical cen-
ters in 6,798 gram pan-
chayats.

Around 2.49 lakh 
people are in quarantine 
centres, while 2.87 lakh 
have been released fol-
lowing completion of the 
stipulated isolation pe-
riod, he said.
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Aizawl, Jun 3 (PTI): 
Mizoram will soon get 
four more RT-PCR ma-
chines to boost its test-
ing capacity amid the 
mass return of stranded 
people and detection of 
new COVID-19 cases in 
the state, Health Minister 
R Lalthangliana said.

At a press conference 
on Tuesday, Lalthangli-
ana said the procurement 
process for the four RT-
PCR machines, including 
one from a private donor, 
is currently underway.

He said the govern-
ment would purchase 
an RT-PCR machine and 
would get one each from 
the Centre and Depart-
ment of Science and 
Technology of Manipur.

The state government 
has already installed two 

Truenat machines in 
south Mizoram’s Lunglei 
town and another two 
have been procured, he 
said.

According to the In-
ternational Atomic Ener-
gy Agency, the real time 
reverse transcription 
polymerase chain reac-
tion (RT-PCR) technique 
is highly sensitive and 
specific and can deliver a 
reliable diagnosis as fast 
as three hours, though 
usually laboratories take 
on average between six 
to eight hours.

The health minister 
said that the state gov-
ernment is making all 
efforts to deal with the 
present situation effi-
ciently and prevent fur-
ther spread of the coro-
navirus.

He said 1,012 sam-
ples have been tested so 
far in the state.

Health Secretary H 
Lalengmawia said the 
state government was 
taking necessary steps 
to strengthen the health 
infrastructure.

Mizoram at pres-
ent has 36 ventilators 
in ICUs and set up COV-
ID-19 Care Centres (CCC) 
as well as Dedicated CO-
VID-19 Health Centre 
(DCHC) in all the 11 dis-
tricts, he said.

Stating that the health 
department is well pre-
pared to treat COVID-19 
cases, Lalengmawia said 
the state has enough 
infrastructures, equip-
ment and manpower to 
treat over 700 patients at 
present.

Aizawl, Jun 3 (PTI): 
More than 1,700 Mizos 
stranded in other parts 
of the country due to the 
lockdown are yet to re-
turn to their home state, 
a top Mizoram govern-
ment official has said.

Most of them are 
stranded in Delhi and its 
adjoining areas, he said.

“Of the 1,700 strand-
ed people who have reg-
istered themselves with 
the Mizoram government 
to return to the state, 
1,000 are in Delhi and its 
adjoining areas while the 
rest are in different parts 
of the country,” Chief Sec-
retary Lalnunmawia Ch-
uaungo told reporters on 
Tuesday.

The number, howev-
er, may increase as many 

people could not return 
in the previous schedule, 
he said.

As many as 6,373 
stranded Mizoram resi-
dents have returned to 
the state by special trains 
from Kerala, Tamil Nadu, 
Bengaluru, Hyderabad, 
Delhi, Goa and other 
parts of the country dur-
ing the lockdown, Ch-
uaungo said.

Apart from them, 
more than 1,000 Mizos 
have returned to their 
home state from other 
parts of the Northeast, 
the official said.

A total of 1,360 
stranded people return-
ing from Maharashtra 
will be offloaded at Gu-
wahati because of dam-
age to railway tracks 

between Badarpur and 
Lumding in Assam, he 
said. “The stranded peo-
ple will be brought to 
Mizoram by road trans-
port in consultation with 
the Assam government,” 
Chuanugo said.

On whether total 
lockdown or stricter 
guidelines are required 
in Mizoram in the wake 
of detection of 12 new 
cases on Tuesday, the 
chief secretary said there 
is no need to place the 
state under total lock-
down as of now.

However, if need be, 
stricter lockdown rules 
might be framed in con-
sultation with the state 
disaster management 
and rehabilitation de-
partment, he added.

Guwahati/ Diphu, Jun 
2 (PTI): Three persons 
were arrested in central 
Assam’s Karbi Anglong 
district in connection 
with incidents of firing, 
poaching and looting, 
and a large number of 
arms and ammunition 
were seized from them, 
police said on Tuesday.

Seven people went to 
the Habi Rongphar vil-
lage in the Dolamara po-
lice station area on May 
16 and beat up some vil-
lagers with gun butts and 

bamboo sticks, they said.
They also went to the 

village on March 27 and 
opened fire, and forceful-
ly took away rice, pulses 
and livestock from each 
of the houses there, po-
lice said.

Subsequently, a case 
was registered and po-
lice began an investiga-
tion, following which the 
arrests were made.

The three arrested 
have been identified as 
David Siama of Manipur, 
and Biki Thapa and Si-

mon Lakra of Assam, po-
lice said.

Arms and ammuni-
tion, including a Type 
81 rifle, two AK-56 rifles 
and a DBBL gun, were 
seized, besides camping 
materials, among others.

Police sad those ar-
rested have confessed 
about their involvement 
in a rhino poaching case 
in the Kaziranga National 
Park.

Search is on to nab 
the four other accused 
persons, they said.
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Neutral venue option assumes that 
football fans are inherently disorderly
OWEN WEST
London, 03 June [the-
Guardian]: The Premier 
League is set to resume the 
2019-20 season on 17 June, 
but all the remaining games 
will be played without fans. It 
will look and sound like noth-
ing we have ever seen before. 
Of course, that’s the way it has 
to be in order to resume the 
national game in the middle 
of a pandemic. 

I am sure fans understand 
this is how it has to be. They 
have lost friends and loved 
ones to the virus, some of 
them are frontline NHS or 
care workers. All have made 
sacrifices in adhering to the 
lockdown, all know the seri-
ousness of this virus and the 
measures needed to tackle 
it. They, and the football “in-
dustry”, know things have 
changed dramatically.

In contrast, by insisting 
that some games be played 
at neutral venues, it seems 
the only stakeholder stuck 
in pre–pandemic thinking is 
the police. In particular the 
National Police Chief’s Coun-
cil (NPCC), which has led the 
call for certain fixtures to be 
played away from the home 
ground of the home team 
in order to avoid the risk or 
“threat” of fans congregating 
and potentially engaging in 
disorder. Indeed, for the NPCC 
this is a double threat – the 
risk of potential disorder and 
the threat that the emergency 
services, at full stretch in the 
pandemic, would be “over-
whelmed” were games to be 

staged in any other way than 
the police’s preferred neutral 
venues option.

There are several flaws in 
this position. Firstly, the ma-
jor risk is surely one of epide-
miology – how to best to miti-
gate the spread of a deadly vi-
rus and keep people safe from 
a public health perspective, 
as opposed to a risk of pub-
lic disorder around behind-
closed-doors fixtures. When 
the Bundesliga successfully 
and safely resumed, its focus 
was on health. It did not expe-
rience widespread issues con-
cerning disorder. In this sense 
the neutral venues argument 

is based on the unrealistic 
fear of disorderly fans gather-
ing en masse outside closed 
football grounds. 

Secondly, neutral venues 
does not address the reality 
of fan culture. For instance, if 
(when) Liverpool win the Pre-
mier League, or potentially 
Leeds United get promoted, 
whole cities will celebrate in 
their tens of thousands. Po-
tentially these celebrations 
will take place in the streets, 
in houses, in parks, regardless 
of where that final game is ac-
tually played. The current Co-
vid-19 restrictions will allow 
multiple groups of up to six 

people to do just that in parks 
and open spaces anyway, pro-
viding that social distancing is 
maintained. It is not clear how 
the neutral venue position 
helps manage these issues. 

Thirdly, the argument for 
neutral venues presupposes 
fans will gather in signifi-
cant numbers outside closed 
grounds. No evidence has 
been presented for this ratio-
nale. The fan culture expert Dr 
Geoff Pearson described the 
notion as “fanciful”. Many re-
main unconvinced that large 
numbers of fans would gath-
er at behind-closed-doors 
matches particularly when 

managers, players, and clubs ap-
peal for them to stay away.

Indeed, this is the major 
flaw with the neutral venues 
thinking, the underlying as-
sumptions about the inher-
ently disorderly nature of 
football fans, as a problem 
to be managed rather than 
a solution to be embraced. 
The neutral venues strategy 
fails to acknowledge that the 
vast majority of football fans 
are responsible community-
spirited people who will, in 
the overwhelming majority, 
understand the need to stay 
away and will do so.

These are the fans who run 

foodbanks, mobilise to sup-
port the vulnerable, collect 
for charity and, like everyone 
else, clapped for the NHS on a 
Thursday night. If they cannot 
easily travel, get a beer, or get 
inside the ground, why do the 
police think they will gather 
outside a closed ground for a 
match that may in any event 
be televised?

If the police abandon the 
language of fear there is no 
reason to pursue a neutral 
venues option. It is an ap-
proach that is seemingly 
struggling to get traction with 
either the Premier League or 
English Football League and at 
least two major police forces 
(Merseyside and Greater Man-
chester). The alternative is to 
keep the resumption local and 
simple. Clubs too will have 
greater confidence in their own 
safety and hygiene regimes if 
they retain ownership and re-
sponsibility for them.

Sending their players and 
staff off to a neutral venue sub-
contracts that responsibility to 
someone else, somewhere else. 
Hosts of the neutral venues will 
see multiple teams and their 
staff coming through the doors 
on a more frequent basis. Not the 
ideal scenario to maintain the 
necessary hygiene systems. 

Perhaps taking into ac-
count the whole array of risks 
that need to be managed, lo-
cal police forces are best posi-
tioned to police behind closed 
doors in their own ways at 
their own grounds. That’s 
where the police-fan relation-
ship is at its strongest after all.

FA unlikely to discipline players for 
taking a knee as Fifa urges leniency

Getting players ready will be 
biggest challenge: KKR CEO

India, Bhutan sign MoU on environment cooperation

Khel Ratna 
nomina-
tion is 
overwhelm-
ing: Rani
Bengaluru, Jun 3 
(PTI): Ecstatic at being 
nominated for the Rajiv 
Gandhi Khel Ratna award 
by the national federa-
tion, the Indian women’s 
hockey team captain Rani 
on Wednesday said it will 
motivate her to achieve 
more at the global stage.

Hockey India on 
Tuesday also announced 
the nomination of both 
Vandana Katariya and 
Monika from the wom-
en’s team and Harman-
preet Singh from the 
men’s squad for the Ar-
juna Award.

“I am overwhelmed 
that Hockey India has 
recommended my name 
for the top award and 
their continued support 
always encourages the 
team and I to do well,” 
Rani, who is a recipient 
of the Padma Shri Award, 
said in a press release is-
sued by Hockey India.

“I congratulate both 
Vandana and Monika, 
they are very deserv-
ing of this recognition. I 
also feel that two players 
being nominated goes 
to show that women’s 
hockey is moving in the 
right direction and this 
will only motivate us to 
do better on the world 
stage,” she added.

The period of consid-
eration for the Rajiv Gan-
dhi Khel Ratna Award is 
between January 1, 2016 
to December 31, 2019.

In this while, Rani 
led the team to historic 
victories in the Women’s 
Asia Cup in 2017, silver 
at the 2018 Asian Games 
and played a critical role 
in the FIH Olympic Quali-
fiers in 2019 by scoring 
the deciding goal that 
helped in India’s quali-
fication for the Tokyo 
Olympics.

The Indian team also 
climbed to a career-best 
FIH ranking of No.9.

While some of these 
feats will be cherished 
by the team for a long 
time, Rani feels the turn-
ing point for her was 
the team’s first-ever ap-
pearance at the Olympic 
Games.

“I personally feel the 
Rio Olympic Games was 
a turning point for us. We 
were dismal in our per-
formance and we knew 
we had to really work 
hard if we wanted to do 
well at the world stage or 
even at the Asian level.

“Having that singular 
focus in mind, we started 
working towards being 
known as a tough team, a 
winning team and not as 
the underdogs,” she said 
without mincing words,” 
she said.

Rani credited coach 
Sjoerd Marijne for mak-
ing the team a confident 
unit.

“Having a brilliant 
support staff led by Chief 
Coach Sjoerd Marijne 
who always encouraged 
us to ‘Speak Up and be 
Bold’ started showing in 
our game. A lot of credit 
for our success goes to 
the Support Staff who al-
ways backed us no mat-
ter what.

New Delhi, Jun 3 (PTI): 
Kolkata Knight Riders 
CEO Venky Mysore on 
Wednesday said that get-
ting players ready after 
a long lockdown will be 
one of the biggest chal-
lenges his support staff 
will face.

The Indian Premier 
league, which was sched-
uled to start on March 
29, stands indefinitely 
postponed due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The 
BCCI is looking at the 
September-October win-
dow for hosting the cash-
rich tournament.

“These are unusual 
times. One of the chal-

lenges which was identi-
fied by support staff dur-
ing these unusual times 
is how to get players 
ready as they have gone 
completely cold,” Mysore 
said in a webinar organ-
ised by FICCI.

Countries all across 
the world started go-
ing into lockdown 
mid-March to stem the 
growth of the cornavirus 
outbreak.

All sporting action 
including international 
and domestic cricket was 
either called-off or post-
poned, leaving the play-
ers to rely on home work-
outs to keep themselves 

fit. The support staff and 
back staff are all ready. A 
lot of discussions have 
happened from a sup-
port staff point, from 
a team stand point, on 
what we have to do,” My-
sore said.

“So a lot of one on one 
conversations are hap-
pening to get the players 
ready despite some of 
the limitations like not 
even having access to 
a gym. There is a lot of 
enthusiasm. We’ll all be 
tested but I think is cau-
tiously optimistic.”

Even when sport re-
sumes, matches will be 
held inside empty stadi-

ums with no fans. Asked 
about players playing 
behind closed doors, My-
sore said the stakehold-
ers have an interesting 
opportunity in hand.

“This is a huge oppor-
tunity. The barriers that 
a stadium used to offer in 
terms of capacity to now 
when we can open it up 
to the universe.

“Now fans can have 
virtual presence, now 
we have to think in a dif-
ferent paradigm. Crowd 
noise can be real with 
the virtual presence of 
fans there. We have an 
interesting opportunity 
in hand,” he added.

New Delhi, Jun 3 (PTI): 
The Union cabinet on 
Wednesday approved a 
memorandum of under-
standing between India 
and Bhutan for environ-
ment protection and co-
operation in the areas 
concerning air quality, 
waste, chemical manage-
ment and climate change.

The Union cabinet 
chaired by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi gave 
its nod for the signing of 
the MoU which will en-
able establishment and 
promotion of closer and 
long-term cooperation 
between the two coun-
tries in the field of envi-
ronment protection and 
management of natural 
resources on the basis 
of equity, reciprocity and 
mutual benefits, taking 
into account the applica-
ble laws and legal provi-
sions in each country, an 
official statement said.

Keeping in view 
the bilateral interest of 
both sides and mutu-

ally agreed priorities, a 
Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) covering 
the areas of air, waste, 
chemical management, 
climate change and any 
other areas jointly decid-
ed upon in environment 
has been considered, the 
Ministry of Environment 
said in a statement.

The MoU shall enter 
into force on the date of 
signature and shall con-
tinue to remain in force 
for a period of 10 years.

The ministry said 
both the countries intend 
to hold Joint Working 

Group/bilateral meet-
ings to review and anal-
yse the progress of activ-
ities and shall keep their 
respective ministries or 
agencies, duly informed 
of progress and achieve-
ments.

It said the MoU shall 
also facilitate exchange 
of experiences, best prac-
tices and technical know-
how through both public 
and private sectors and 
shall contribute to sus-
tainable development.

The Memorandum of 
Understanding provides 
the possibility for joint 

projects in areas of mu-
tual interest. However, 
no significant employ-
ment generation is envis-
aged, it said.

The financial impli-
cations of the proposed 
MoU are limited to 
holding of the bilateral 
meetings/Joint Working 
Group meetings which 
shall meet alternatively 
in India and Bhutan.

An MoU was signed 
between the Central Pol-
lution Control Board 
(CPCB), the Ministry of 
Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change (MoEF-
CC) and the National En-
vironment Commission 
(NEC) of the Royal Gov-
ernment of Bhutan on 
March 11, 2013.

This MoU expired on 
March 10, 2016, the min-
istry said, adding that 
noting the benefits of the 
earlier MoU, both sides 
have decided to continue 
cooperation and collabo-
ration in the field of envi-
ronment.

JACON STEINBERG
London, 03 June [the-
Guardian]: The Football 
Association will adopt “a 
commonsense approach” 
if Premier League play-
ers heed the call from the 
chairman of Kick It Out 
to take a knee in protest 
at the killing of George 
Floyd by police in Min-
neapolis.

The president of Fifa, 
Gianni Infantino, has 
said that Jadon Sancho, 
Achraf Hakimi, Weston 
McKennie and Marcus 
Thuram deserve ap-
plause after leading pro-
tests in the Bundesliga 
against Floyd’s killing. 
With players from Chel-
sea and Newcastle fol-
lowing their Liverpool 
counterparts by going 
down on one knee at 
training, the FA is reluc-
tant to discipline individ-
uals who stand against 
racism when the Premier 
League season resumes 
on 17 June.

Sanjay Bhandari, the 
chairman of Kick It Out, 
said on Monday the FA 
must show leniency if 
players oppose police 
brutality in the US. Bhan-
dari added there was no 
breach of rules around 
political messaging when 
Thuram went down on 
one knee after scoring for 
Borussia Mönchengla-
dbach against Hertha 
Berlin on Sunday. The 
German FA is investigat-
ing Thuram’s protest 
and those of Sancho, Ha-
kimi and McKennie, who 
displayed “Justice for 
George Floyd” messages.

Fifa has urged nation-
al associations to show 
understanding about the 

context of Floyd’s death. 
“For the avoidance of 
doubt, in a Fifa compe-
tition the recent dem-
onstrations of players 
in Bundesliga matches 
would deserve an ap-
plause and not a punish-
ment,” Infantino said.

The president of Uefa, 
Aleksander Ceferin, also 
indicated that players 
will be allowed to pay 
tribute to Floyd when 
European competitions 
resume. “Football is a 
sport which encourages 
tolerance, inclusion and 
justice,” Ceferin said. 
“These are the same val-
ues being espoused by 
those showing solidarity 
to George Floyd.”

It is doubtful play-
ers in England will face 
punishment if they take a 
knee – a symbolic protest 
against racial inequality 
and police brutality the 
NFL’s Colin Kaepernick 
used in 2016. Similarly, 
players are unlikely to 
face retrospective action 
if they display Justice for 
George Floyd messages. 
Disciplinary measures 
are expected only if an 
action is deemed offen-
sive or provocative, al-
though any player who 
takes off his shirt could 
still be booked.

An FA spokesperson 
said: “The FA strongly 
condemns discrimina-
tion of any kind and has 
endeavoured to ensure 
football in England is 
both diverse and in-
clusive in recent years. 
Where any behaviours or 
gestures on the pitch that 
may constitute a breach 
of the Laws of the Game 
have to be assessed, they 

would be reviewed on a 
case-by-case basis with a 
commonsense approach 
and understanding of 
their context.

“The power of foot-
ball can break down bar-
riers across communities 
and we remain deeply 
committed to removing 
all forms of discrimi-
nation from across the 
game we all love.” Liv-
erpool’s players went 
down on one knee in the 
Anfield centre circle on 
Monday and Chelsea and 
Newcastle players fol-
lowed suit at their train-
ing grounds on Tuesday.

“We want to use our 
position to express that 
we are living in a world 
where we have to try to 
improve it for the future, 
to be a better world with 
more love, without hate,” 
the Chelsea captain, Cés-
ar Azpilicueta, said. “We 
have seen recently the 
result of racism and we 
see every day that kind 
of hate has to be eradi-
cated from society, and 
we have to play our part.

“There is every day 
the possibility to lead by 
example, to behave, to 
educate the children into 
a better world because 
we know that education 
is key for the future.

“We know the young 
generation is coming 
behind us and we want 
to leave them in a better 
world with more pos-
sibilities, without any 
kind of discrimination 
or racism, so everything 
matters and it is time to 
speak up and to face up 
to the attitudes we are 
seeing. There is no place 
for all of this.”
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China warns Britain interfering 
in Hong Kong will ‘backfire’

China warned Britain 
on Wednesday that 

interfering in Hong Kong 
will backfire, after the 
former colonial power 
vowed to give sanctuary 
to locals who may flee 
the city if a controversial 
security law is passed.

The United States and 
Britain have enraged Bei-
jing with their criticism 
of planned national secu-
rity legislation that crit-
ics fear would destroy 
the semi-autonomous 
city’s limited freedoms.

British Foreign Sec-
retary Dominic Raab has 
further angered Beijing 
by suggesting that it had 
time to “reconsider” the 
plan, which could soon 
be enacted after the pro-
posal was endorsed by 
China’s rubber-stamp 
parliament last week.

Prime Minister Bo-
ris Johnson, meanwhile, 
said London would not 
“walk away” from Hong 
Kongers worried by Bei-
jing’s control over the in-
ternational business hub.

Johnson wrote in a 
column for The Times 
newspaper and the South 
China Morning Post that 
he would offer millions 
of Hong Kongers visas 
and a possible route to 
UK citizenship if China 
persists with its national 
security law.

Chinese foreign min-
istry spokesman Zhao 
Lijian said Beijing had 
lodged “serious repre-
sentations” with London 
over Raab’s remarks, 
which “grossly inter-
fered” in Hong Kong’s af-
fairs.

“We advise the UK to 
step back from the brink, 
abandon their Cold War 
mentality and colonial 
mindset, and recognise 
and respect the fact that 
Hong Kong has returned” 
to China, Zhao said at a 
regular briefing.

Zhao said London 
must “immediately stop 

interfering in Hong 
Kong’s affairs and China’s 
internal affairs, or this 
will definitely backfire.”

Hong Kong has been 
rocked by months of 
huge and often violent 
pro-democracy protests 
over the past year.

In response Beijing 
has announced plans to 
introduce a sweeping na-
tional security law cover-
ing secession, subversion 
of state power, terrorism 
and foreign interference.

China says the law -- 
which will bypass Hong 
Kong’s legislature -- is 
needed to tackle “terror-
ism” and “separatism” in 
a restless city it now re-
gards as a direct national 
security threat.

But opponents, in-
cluding many Western 
nations, fear it will bring 
mainland-style political 
oppression to a business 
hub that was suppos-
edly guaranteed free-
doms and autonomy for 
50 years after its 1997 
handover to China from 
Britain.

In parliament on 
Tuesday, Raab said he 
had reached out to Aus-

tralia, New Zealand, the 
United States and Can-
ada about contingency 
plans if the law creates a 
deluge of Hong Kongers 
looking to leave.

“I raised it on the Five 
Eyes call yesterday -- the 
possibility of burden 
sharing if we see a mass 
exodus from Hong Kong,” 
Raab told lawmakers, ref-
erencing the intelligence-
sharing alliance between 
the five powers.

- ‘Path to citizenship’ -
In his column, John-

son wrote that if China 
proceeds to justify the 
“fears” of Hong Kongers, 
“then Britain could not 
in good conscience shrug 
our shoulders and walk 
away; instead we will 
honour our obligations 
and provide an alterna-
tive.”

About 350,000 peo-
ple in Hong Kong cur-
rently hold British Na-
tional (Overseas) pass-
ports, which allow visa-
free access to Britain for 
up to six months.

Another 2.5 million 
people would be eligible 
to apply for one.

Johnson said Britain 

could allow BN(O) hold-
ers to come for a renew-
able period of 12 months 
“and be given further 
immigration rights, in-
cluding the right to work, 
which could place them 
on a route to citizenship”.

Britain says it views 
the proposed law as a 
breach of the 1984 agree-
ment with Beijing ahead 
of the handover guar-
anteeing Hong Kong’s 
freedoms and a level of 
autonomy -- a deal that 
formed the bedrock of 
its rise as a world class 
finance centre.

But Zhao said the 
Sino-British agreement 
“does not contain a single 
word or clause that gives 
the UK any responsibility 
for Hong Kong after its 
handover”.

Hong Kong Chief 
Executive Carrie Lam 
brushed aside interna-
tional concerns while 
in Beijing for a meeting 
with top Chinese officials 
to discuss the proposed 
law.

“The international 
community and some 
foreign governments 
have been adopting bla-

tant double standards... 
in commenting on this 
matter,” said Lam.

“It is within the legiti-
mate jurisdiction of any 
country to enact laws to 
protect and safeguard 
national security. The US 
is no exception, the UK is 
no exception.”

Lam added that ex-
perts and representa-
tives from various sec-
tors of Hong Kong soci-
ety would be invited to 
discuss their views in 
central government-or-
ganised seminars on the 
mainland. Political ten-
sions are rising in Hong 
Kong once more.

The city’s pro-Beijing 
weighted legislature 
is expected to pass on 
Thursday legislation that 
would criminalise insults 
to China’s national an-
them.

The vote would fall 
on a day when Hong 
Kongers will also mark 
the anniversary of Bei-
jing’s 1989 Tiananmen 
crackdown, despite 
city authorities ban-
ning the traditional 
annual vigil because of 
the coronavirus.

Italy thirsts for tourists as country reopens to Europe
Italy reopened to travellers from 

Europe on Wednesday, three 
months after the country went 
into coronavirus lockdown, with 
all hopes pinned on reviving the 
key tourism industry as the sum-
mer season begins.

Gondolas were ready to punt 
along Venice’s canals, lovers will 
be able to act out “Romeo and Ju-
liet” on Verona’s famed balcony, 
and gladiator fans can pose for 
selfies at Rome’s Colosseum.

But there were fears many for-
eign tourists would be put off com-
ing to a country still shaking off a 
vicious pandemic.

“We hoped to see some move-
ment from today, but have no for-
eign tourists booked in for this 
week or next,” said Alessandra 
Conti, a receptionist at the Albergo 
del Senato hotel which overlooks 
the Pantheon in Rome.

“We’ve got a few reservations 
from mid-June... (but) are still get-
ting lots of cancellations for this 
summer”.

- ‘Smouldering’ virus -
Italy was the first European 

country to be hit hard by the coro-
navirus and has officially reported 
more than 33,500 deaths -- the 
third highest toll in the world.

It imposed an economically 
crippling lockdown in early March 
and has since seen its infection 
numbers drop off dramatically.

With the country facing its 
deepest recession since World 
War II, it needs foreign tourists to 
return, and quickly.

But it is still reporting hun-
dreds of new cases a day, particu-
larly in the northern Lombardy re-

gion, and experts warn the govern-
ment may be moving too quickly in 
permitting travel between regions 
and abroad.

Infectious diseases expert Mas-
simo Galli said it would have been 
better to wait until July to reopen 
the borders.

The virus “smoulders under 
the ashes, and when it finds the 
ideal conditions, it explodes. Even 
more so if we lower our guard,” he 
said Wednesday.

- ‘Like a leper’ -
International flights into Milan, 

Rome and Naples increased, with 
a few also coming into smaller, re-
gional airports.

There were concerns that 
those who usually come in by car, 
train or ferry from neighbouring 
countries would go elsewhere on 
their holidays.

Switzerland has warned its 
citizens that if they go to Italy 
they will be subject to “health 
measures” on their return. The 
country will open its borders 
with Germany, France and Aus-
tria on June 15, but not with Italy.

Austria is lifting restrictions 
in mid-June with Germany, Swit-
zerland, the Czech Republic, Slo-
vakia and Hungary -- but again, 
not Italy, described last week by 
Vienna’s health minister as “still 
a hotspot”.

Other countries, such as Bel-
gium and Britain, are still advis-
ing against, or forbidding, all 
non-essential travel abroad.

In response to perceived anti-
Italian sentiment, Foreign Min-
ister Luigi Di Maio has warned 
countries not to treat Italy “like a 

leper”. He said Saturday he would 
be travelling to Germany, Slove-
nia and Greece to persuade them 
Italy is safe for foreign tourists, 
and was set to meet his French 
counterpart Jean-Yves Le Drian 
later Wednesday in Rome.

Arrivals in Italy from Europe 
will not be required to self-iso-
late unless they have recently 
travelled from another continent.

At the border between the 
town of Ventimiglia in Italy and 
Menton in France, more people 
were trying to enter France from 
Italy than the other way round 
early Wednesday, and controls on 
the French side were very strict.

- ‘Scared’ -
Italy’s lockdown has had a 

particularly devastating effect 
on the tourism sector, which 
amounts to some 13 percent of 
GDP.

Only 40 of Rome’s 1,200 ho-
tels have reopened, the Corriere 
della Sera newspaper said, and 
just a dozen in Milan.

Restaurants, cafes and beach 
establishments have slowly re-
opened over the past two weeks 
-- although the government has 
said it reserves the right to im-
pose localised lockdowns if it 
sees contagion numbers rise.

“Who’s going to come? No one 
from South America, China or 
the US. And the Europeans will be 
scared,” Mimmo Burgio, 62, owner 
of a cafe near Rome’s Colosseum, 
told AFP.

“We’re pinning all our hopes 
on Italian tourists, but... I’m afraid 
they’ll go to the seaside instead,” 
he said.

S. Korea’s 
self-driving 
upstarts take 
on tech giants
In a workshop that blends a 

corporate office with a tool-
packed garage, around 20 
South Koreans are looking 
to take on the multi-billion-
dollar giants of Uber, Tesla 
and Google parent Alphabet 
with a self-driving car of their 
own. The RideFlux start-up 
brings together engineers 
who have given up well-paid 
jobs with some of the South’s 
most prestigious firms to try 
to build a ride-sharing com-
pany for the tech-savvy nation.

Their modified Hyun-
dai Ioniq, festooned with 
cameras and proximity 
sensors, is the first auton-
omous vehicle to go into 
regular service on public 
roads in the country.

For two weeks it has 
been shuttling customers 
from the airport on the 
tourist island of Jeju to 
rental company SoCar’s 
service centre.

The five-kilometre 
(three-mile) route includes 
a U-turn, 11 pedestrian 
crossings and bustling air-
port traffic, meaning it is 
“laden with potential vari-
ables” and an “optimal en-
vironment” to develop and 
improve AI systems, says 
founder and CEO Park Jung-
hee, who holds a doctorate 
from MIT in mechanical 
engineering.   

US protests defy curfews as Trump 
faces backlash for violent crackdown
Protesters defied 

curfews across the 
United States as leaders 
scrambled to stem anger 
over police racism while 
President Donald Trump 
rejected criticism over 
his use of force to break 
up a peaceful rally.

Standoffs between 
police and demonstra-
tors stretched into the 
night in cities from 
New York to Los An-
geles over the death of 
George Floyd, an un-
armed African-American 
man whose killing has 
brought once-in-a-gener-
ation protests to the na-
tion for the past week.

But there were fewer 
reports of the looting and 
violence that had soured 
street demonstrations in 
previous nights.

Tens of thousands 
gathered earlier Tues-
day in Houston to pay 
a hometown tribute to 
Floyd, who grew up in 
the Texas city and is to be 
buried there next week.

“Today is... about 
George Floyd’s family -- 
we want them to know 
that George did not die 
in vain,” Mayor Sylvester 
Turner told an estimated 
60,000 people.

A tearful Roxie Wash-
ington, the mother of 
Floyd’s six-year-old 
daughter, told a news 
conference she wanted 
“justice for him because 
he was good.

“No matter what 
anybody thinks, he was 
good.”

In New York, which 
on Tuesday prolonged 
its first curfew since 
World War II for the full 
week, AFP reporters saw 
hundreds refusing to go 
home after the 8:00 pm 
cutoff, instead chanting 
slogans and peacefully 
walking the streets in 
Manhattan and Brooklyn.

Hours after the cur-
few, mayor Bill de Blasio 
said it was a “very calm 
situation,” a day after 
several Manhattan luxu-
ry stores were looted.

“So far, the curfew is 
certainly helping, based 
on everything I’ve seen 
in Brooklyn and Manhat-
tan over the last three 
hours,” he tweeted.

Minnesota took one 
of the first concrete ac-
tions to address the 
grievances behind the 
uprising, which began af-
ter Floyd’s death on May 
25 in the state’s largest 
city Minneapolis.

The state launched a 
civil rights investigation 
of the Minneapolis Police 
Department, looking at 
possible “systemic dis-
criminatory practices” 

going back 10 years, Gov-
ernor Tim Walz tweeted.

Former president 
George W. Bush called 
on the US to examine its 
“tragic failures” and to 
“listen to the voices of 
so many who are hurting 
and grieving.”

And in Los Angeles, 
one of dozens of cities hit 
by unrest, police officers 
and Mayor Eric Garcetti 
dropped to their knees in 
a symbolic act of solidar-
ity as they met marchers 
led by African-American 
Christian groups.

“A black face should 
not be a sentenced to die, 
nor to be homeless, nor 
to be sick, nor to be un-
deremployed, nor to be 
under-educated,” Garcet-
ti told them, inviting the 
leaders into City Hall for 
a discussion about the is-
sues.

But protesters gath-
ered outside Garcetti’s 
residence late into the 
evening. An AFP reporter 
witnessed a group of at 
least 200 refusing to dis-
perse and subsequently 
arrested.

- ‘People liked my 
walk’ -

In Washington DC, 
thousands returned to 
the streets Tuesday for 
a peaceful “Black Lives 
Matter” march.

Hours after the 7:00 
pm curfew protesters 
could be heard chanting, 
as National Guard troops 
stood on the streets 
near the White House 
and helicopters hovered 
above. Broadcast foot-
age showed police fir-
ing tear gas shortly after 
midnight, but the situa-
tion appeared to be calm 
overall.

“I’m just tired, essen-
tially, of being scared 
of police, of not getting 
justice,” said Jada Wal-
lace, an 18-year-old 
protester outside the 
White House earlier 
who said she was ready 
to risk arrest.

In the same place on 
Monday, federal police 
had abruptly opened 
tear gas and fired rub-
ber bullets to break 
up a non-violent pro-
test, clearing a path for 
Trump to stroll outside 
for a photo-op at a his-
toric church damaged 
the previous night.

The move was loudly 
condemned by religious 
leaders, the president’s 
political rivals, and on-
lookers around the coun-
try.

But Trump, who has 
rejected the traditional 
presidential role of heal-
er, voiced glee on Twit-
ter over the response in 

Washington and accused 
the leadership of New 
York -- led by the rival 
Democratic Party -- of 
succumbing to “Lowlife 
& Scum.”

“Overwhelming force. 
Domination,” he wrote, 
adding: “Washington, 
D.C., was the safest place 
on earth last night!”

He pushed back 
against the criticism later 
on Twitter, writing: “You 
got it wrong! If the pro-
testers were so peaceful, 
why did they light the 
Church on fire the night 
before? People liked my 
walk.”

- ‘Despicable looters’ 
-

Joe Biden, Trump’s 
presumptive Democratic 
rival in November elec-
tions, denounced the 
crackdown as an abuse 
of power and promised, 
if elected, to tackle the 
“systemic racism” in the 
country.

“Donald Trump has 
turned this country into 
a battlefield driven by 
old resentments and 
fresh fears,” Biden said in 
a speech in Philadelphia, 
also hit by violence.

In his first comments 
on the unrest, Pope Fran-
cis said “we cannot tol-
erate or turn a blind eye 
to racism” but also con-
demned the violence.

The United States 
also faced unusual, if po-
lite, criticism from some 
international allies in-
cluding Germany, Britain 
and Australia.

German Foreign Min-
ister Heiko Maas called 
the anti-racism protests 
“understandable and 
more than legitimate.”

“I hope that these 
peaceful protests won’t 
slide further into vio-
lence, but even more 
than that I hope that 
they will make a dif-
ference in the United 
States,” Maas told re-
porters.

A Las Vegas officer 
was in “grave condi-
tion” Tuesday after be-
ing shot during protests 
overnight. An armed 
Hispanic man was shot 
and killed by police af-
ter raising his gun in a 
separate, nearby inci-
dent. Four officers were 
also shot overnight in 
St. Louis. None of the 
injuries was life-threat-
ening. But one retired St 
Louis police captain was 
shot dead early Tues-
day outside a ransacked 
store.

Trump tweeted that 
David Dorn, who was 
black, was “viciously shot 
and killed by despicable 
looters.”
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JOYRIDE! The cute couple, Ben Affleck & Ana De Armas enjoys 
a cruise around L.A. on the actor’s Harley Davidson motorcycle.
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ARIES:
Take stock of your time and energy. Are you utilising your resourc-
es in a manner that’s making you feel fulfilled? Are you spending 
your days catching up on your reading list, making art and prac-
ticing meditation? If you’re not thrilled about where you are at, it’s 
time for a quick energy check. Social media could be a big culprit 
at this point. So limit Twitter/Instagram time as you redirect the 
same energy towards your creative projects. Feeling inspired to 
go cold turkey on the virtual world? Oh, the benefits are endless!
Tip: Consider a social media detox.
TAURUS:
There are days you put adult pants on and then there are days 
you say, “World, hold on!” No points for guessing you’re in the 
mood to prioritise yourself over everything else. It’s called the fine 
art of balance, Taurus. So reconnect with your Venusian ways 
and start the day with a ritualistic bath and some bubbles (not just 
the kind you find in the bathtub). 
Tip: Oh, hello queen of self-care!
GEMINI:
Sometimes you just have to put on an Oscar-worthy gown (or 
shiny suit), plug in the vacuum cleaner, and vogue your way 
around the house. The old you would have complained about 
the lemons life is throwing your way. The new you, however, is 
finding a way to make limoncello and be the most glorious ver-
sion of yourself while you are at it. Some of you may feel inspired 
to tap into age-old beauty secrets. Turn to nature’s apothecary 
for inspiration, Gemini. From aloe vera to turmeric, the miracles 
are endless! 
Tip: It’s time to put on a shiny suit and vogue around the house.

CANCER:
Spoiler alert, Cancer: life is not a game of dumb charades. If 
the people around you are not being able to discern the signs, 
chances are, you’re not being clear. It’s easy to blame your cir-
cumstances for what’s unfolding. Don’t forget that we all have the 
gift of free will here. So, step up. Awaken the power of your throat 
chakra and find a way to speak your truth despite the fears. What 
if honesty is the secret to restoring balance and harmony in your 
world?
Tip: Speak up.
LEO:
Teenage romances are anything but overrated. But it’s not age 
that makes these encounters an inspiration for poetry and prose. 
It’s the fact that we allow ourselves to wear our hearts on our 
sleeves minus the fear of the consequences. What happens on 
the other side of 20, though? The practicality gene kicks in, rob-
bing us of the childlike wonder we once felt when we first held 
hands with our lovers or locked eyes with that beautiful stranger 
across the bar. Just for today, the cards are urging you to time 
travel to a period in your life when you didn’t let worldly responsi-
bilities get the better of you. 
Tip: Everybody needs a teenage romance.
VIRGO:
Loneliness gets the better of us and makes us do things we’re 
not terribly proud of. Notice how you are giving into the urges of 
your ego self. Going back to your toxic ex isn’t going to solve life’s 
many problems. Neither is drowning yourself in a bucket of salted 
caramel ice-cream. The cards are urging you to stay woke, to tap 
into the wisdom of your higher self. The path of meditation and 

mindfulness will help you bridge the gap.
Tip: Tap into the wisdom of your higher self.
LIBRA:
The world is undergoing a massive upgrade right now. The rules 
that once applied to us are slowly loosening their grip, making 
way for a new reality, a new earth where love and freedom are 
the only constants. Where are you vibrating at, Libra? Are you 
welcoming the energy of change or are you unwilling to let go of 
the old ways? Slow down. Reassess every aspect of your life. 
Move past the fear paradigm.
Tip: Move past the fear paradigm.
SCORPIO:
Consider this as a test of your willpower. You’ve been here before. 
In other words, this is not the first time you’ve had to deal with the 
given situation. What is the recurring pattern drawing your attention 
towards? Is there a past wound that needs to be released with loving 
awareness? Avoidance is the easy way out, but it will not serve you 
in the long run. Scorpio, the time to break free from the vicious cycle 
has come. You may also find yourself re-examining the customs and 
beliefs of your ancestors. Question everything that’s been handed 
down to you. It’s time to write your own rules.
Tip: It’s time to release the old wounds with loving awareness.
SAGITTARIUS:
There’s no doubt you have experienced lack and disappointment 
in the past. But, do you really want to carry these beliefs into the 
future knowing that it is our beliefs that shape our reality? The 
cards are reminding you that there is never a dearth of love, mon-
ey or opportunities. It is our limited mentality that keeps us from 
experiencing abundance in its most glorious form. So, instead of 

giving into your fears, work on your internal alignment. 
Tip: Focus on internal alignment instead of giving into the energy 
of fear.
CAPRICORN:
Nothing is inherently good or bad, Capricorn. It is our perception 
that colours our reality. Even though the situation you’re being 
faced with is a seemingly dark one, Spirit is encouraging you to 
look at it from a higher perspective and understand the soul les-
son it holds. The truth will sting but it will always liberate you. 
Tip: Choose the path of self-realisation.
AQUARIUS:
At any point of time you have two options: to operate from the ego 
space or tap into your higher wisdom. It’s true that things didn’t 
work out the way you would have liked them to. But, then again, 
nobody is obliged to live up to our expectations. We’re all here 
to follow our own path. Both truths co-exist, not just the one you 
have been telling yourself. Understanding this will help release 
the anger and resentments that’s been weighing you down.
Tip: Tap into your higher wisdom.
PISCES:
This is a test, Pisces. Will you succumb to the numbers game 
or continue to create from a space of authenticity and love? Your 
job is to focus on your internal alignment, to stay true to your mes-
sage. As always, leave the how and the why to the Universe. What 
you’re stepping into right now is a new and exciting phase, one that 
will bring you both rewards and recognition. Let go of that cloak of 
invisibility and claim your space on the centre stage. You’ve got this!
Tip: Focus on your internal alignment as you leave the how and 
the why to the Universe.

Abhay Deol slams ‘woke 
Indian celebrities’ tweet-
ing about Black Lives 
Matter, but avoiding 
injustices in India

In a post on Instagram Abhay wrote, 
“Migrant lives matter, poor lives matter, 
minority lives matter.” Bollywood actor 
Abhay Deol has slammed Indian celebri-
ties who in the recent week voiced their 
support for the Black Lives Matter move-
ment, however, allegedly ignored similar 
injustices in India. In a post on Instagram 
Abhay wrote, “Migrant lives matter, poor 
lives matter, minority lives matter.”

Abhay shared a picture of these 
words, handwritten on a piece of pa-
per. He also wrote a caption along with it 
that read, “Maybe it’s time for these now? 
Now that ‘woke’ Indian celebrities and the 
middle class stand in solidarity with fight-
ing systemic racism in America, perhaps 
they’d see how it manifests in their own 
backyard? America has exported violence 
to the world, they have made it a more 
dangerous place, it was but inevitable that 
it would come back karmically. 

Google removes app that claimed to 
detect Chinese apps on Indian phones

Hong Kong (CNN Business): Google has 
removed an app that millions of Indians 
had downloaded hoping that it would 
help them boycott Chinese software.

“Remove China Apps” was not 
available on the Google Play Store on 
Wednesday, a little over two weeks af-
ter it launched with the assurance that 
it could help Indians identify apps made 
by Chinese developers.

Anti-Chinese sentiment 
has been rising in India in re-
cent weeks as the two coun-
tries feud over a border dis-
pute.

One Touch App Labs, the 
developer of the app, billed 
it as a tool to help support 
“a self-reliant India” by iden-
tifying the origin of appli-
cations installed on mobile 
phones. The company could 
not be reached for comment 
Wednesday.

Google (GOOGL) declined 
to comment on Wednesday 
about how it became aware 
that the app violated the Play 
Store’s policies, which forbid 
products that “encourage or incentivize” 
people to delete or disable other apps.

Remove China Apps was download-
ed more than 4 million times before it 
was taken down, according to analytics 
company Sensor Tower. In India, nearly 
160,000 users gave the app a 5-star rat-
ing on the Play Store before it was taken 
down.

But it was not entirely successful in 
detecting apps from Chinese develop-
ers, according to some users.

On Tuesday, user Sridhar Toopurani 
wrote in a review of the app that “while 
the concept is good ... it did not detect MI 
Video, Helo etc.”

Mi Video is a streaming app from 
Chinese smartphone maker Xiaomi, and 
Helo is social media platform developed 
by ByteDance, the Beijing-based startup 
behind TikTok. Other users said the app 
also failed to detect PUBG, a popular 
smartphone game from Tencent (TCE-
HY).

The app did identify TikTok as a Chi-
nese app, according to several reviews. 
India is one of TikTok’s biggest markets, 
though it has run into some issues in 

the country. The app was temporarily 
banned in India last year, after a court 
ruled that TikTok could expose children 
to sexual predators, pornographic con-
tent and cyberbullying. TikTok appealed 
the decision, saying it had cracked down 
on inappropriate content, and the court 
reversed its ruling. At the time, Byte-
dance reportedly told the country’s top 

court that it was losing $500,000 in rev-
enue each day that TikTok was blocked.

Remove China Apps was launched 
last month just days after a cross-bor-
der skirmish between Chinese and In-
dian forces resulted in minor injuries to 
troops. The incident, at a remote, moun-
tainous crossing close to Tibet, was the 
latest in a long line of border flare-ups 
between the neighboring powers, and 
has fueled a fresh round of anti-China 
sentiment in India.

Sonam Wangchuk, an education re-
former who was also the inspiration 
for a popular movie character in In-
dia, asked fellow Indians to boycott all 
things Chinese in response to the border 
standoff. He shared a video on YouTube 
last week, urging Indian citizens to stop 
buying Chinese goods, to “use your wal-
let power ... and stop virtually financing 
the current military bullying.” The video 
has been viewed more than 3.7 million 
times.

Actor Arshad Warsi addressed his 
2.2 million followers on Twitter, saying 
he is “consciously going to stop using ev-
erything that is Chinese.”

“As they are a part of most of the 
things we use, it will take time but I 
know, one day I’ll be Chinese free. You 
should try it too,” he added.

The Remove China App caught the 
attention of Chinese state-run tabloid 
The Global Times.

The Indian software is “likely to 
draw punishment from China,” the tab-

loid wrote, adding that it “has drawn 
ridicule from Chinese netizens, who 
suggest Indians could ‘throw away’ their 
Chinese-branded smartphones.”

Tensions between the two countries 
are escalating, but they also have a long-
standing business relationship.

In the first three months of this year, 
Chinese smartphone makers Xiaomi 
and Vivo were the top sellers in India, 
accounting for more than half the mar-
ket, according to research firm Canalys. 
Samsung was third, and two other Chi-
nese brands — Realme and Oppo — 
rounded out the top five.

India has said it would allow Huawei 
to participate in some 5G trials, while 
other countries have been much more 
hesitant to to use the Chinese tech com-
pany’s products.

Chinese investors have also poured a 
lot of money into some of India’s buzzi-
est tech startups.

Digital payments company Paytm is 
backed by Alibaba (BABA), food delivery 
platform Swiggy counts Tencent (TCE-
HY) among its investors, and car hailing 
platform Ola is backed by DiDi Chuxing.

Kannada Actress Chandana 
Records Suicide Video, Accuses 

Boyfriend Behind Such A Drastic Step

Koffee With Karan controversy: Cricketer Hardik 
Pandya says he was hurt that his family got abused

Chandana who resides in Bengalu-
ru was taken to a private hospital, 

but she died without treatment.
The year 2020 so far has proven 

to be quite a nightmare for the en-
tire mankind. With each passing day, 
things are getting from bad to worse. 
It was only yesterday when the en-
tire nation woke up to the news of 
the sad demise of Bollywood musi-
cian, Wajid Khan. Today yet another 
death has sent shock waves in the In-
dian film industry, as young Kannada 
actress Chandana committed suicide 
by intaking poison. As per various 
reports, Chandana also recorded a 
video on her phone of herself con-
suming poison and committing sui-
cide. In the video, the actress also 
has accused her boyfriend Dinesh for 
her taking the drastic step.

Chandana who resides in Benga-
luru was taken to a private hospital, 
but she died without treatment.

As per a report from ibtimes.
co.in, Chandana and her lover Dinesh 
has been in love with each other 
for the past five years. Dinesh was 
frequenting Chandana’s Bengaluru 
home and Dinesh said he would only 
get married when the marriage pro-
posal came up.

Reportedly, Chandana’s family 
has gone to Dinesh’s house to pro-
pose marriage. However, Dinesh’s 
mother and father insulted Chan-
dana’s character. Chandana had con-
fronted Dinesh about this. In the vid-
eo, Chandana revealed that Dinesh 
was unhappy and she couldn’t take 
the rejection, so she had decided to 
take her life.

A Case has been filed against 
Dinesh and his family members in 
Saddagunte Palya Police Station. The 
investigation is on and police are on 
the hunt for Dinesh who is currently 
missing.

Hardik Pandya was criticised 
and trolled after his sexist 

remarks on Karan Johar’s show 
Koffee With Karan. The cricketer 
now opens up about that time 
and about what hurt him the 
most. 

Indian cricketer Hardik 
Pandya got surrounded by 
controversy last year when 
he appeared on filmmaker 
Karan Johar’s show Koffee 
With Karan. The all-rounder’s 
unabashed and misogynist 
statements on the show cre-
ated such a storm that he 
faced temporary suspension 
by the Board of Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI) and was 
replaced in last year’s ODI series 
in Australia. Remembering that 
period, Hardik revealed that he 
was most hurt by the fact that 
his family was abused because 
of him. “My family got abused. 
My father gave an interview 
post the incident and people 
made a mockery of it. What 
hurt me the most was my action 
caused my family problems, and 

that’s not acceptable,” Hardik 
told cricket expert Harsha Bho-
gle on Cricbuzz.

It had all started after Kof-
fee With Karan aired on January 

6, 2019, with Hardik and fellow 
cricketer KL Rahul as guests. 
While Rahul was still calculated 
in his words, Hardik showed no 
signs of inhibition while answer-
ing Karan johar’s questions.  

Among his many sexist 
statements, one was where 
he said, “When I lost my virgin-
ity, I came home and said, ‘Main 
karke aya hai aaj (I had sex 
today)’. At a party, my parents 
asked me ‘acha tera wala (wom-

en) kaun sa hai [who is your in-
terest here?], so I said yeh, yeh, 
yeh (pointing out women)’ and 
they were like ‘waah proud of 
you beta’.” In the interview, he 

also said that he likes to watch 
how women move. “I’m little 
from the black side so I need to 
see how they move,” he had said.

However, after the con-
troversy erupted, Hardik had 
apologised for his statements on 
social media. He wrote in a note, 
“After reflecting on my com-
ments on Koffee With Karan, I 
would like to apologise to every-
one concerned who I may have 
hurt in any way.  


