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966 recruits complete training, march outin Sil(l(illl Police khakhis

Make us proud, serve with honesty: CM to passing out Sikkim Police personnel

NamcHI, 01 MAR [IPR]:
Chief Minister Prem
Singh Tamang [Golay] to-
day heralded Indian Re-
serve Battalion as a force
providing immeasurable
service which cannot be
expressed  adequately
enough in words. He was
addressing the passing
out parade of Sikkim Po-
lice recruit constables at
the 3rd IRBn Headquar-
ters, Manglay Playground
today.

He was accompanied
by Cabinet Ministers BS
Panth, LN Sharma, Chair-
person, Director General
of Police (DGP) A Shan-
kar Rao, officials from
Police Department, vari-
ous government depart-
ments and public alike.

Addressing, the gath-
ering the Chief Minis-
ter congratulated the
passing out recruits and
wished them luck for
their professional lives.

The recruits had been
training for the last nine
months at Mangley and
Police Training Centre at
Yangang.

He added that Indian
Reserve Battalion was
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one of the branches of
the central government
and expressed that the
passing out recruits
should try and bring lau-
rels to the State and give
honest service to the de-
partment as well as to
the public.

The Chief Minister
also remarked that the
Police personnel have
to follow the law and its
various facets.

He said that the po-
lice personnel have to
serve three-year tenures
at the place of posting
and added that the role
of the force is to protect
civilians as well as the
state , which he said that

the Police officials of Sik-
kim are doing in an assid-
uous manner.

He emphasized that
Sikkim Police should
set an example in the
country as a depart-
ment which is peace
loving, efficient, effec-
tive and accountable.

He underlined that
the State Government
was assisting the ed-
ucation of children of
Police personnel post-
ed outside of the state.

Promotion has
been consistently
looked after by the
State Government
from constable lev-
el to higher official

levels. He also spoke
about why a Police Sta-
tion was established at
Yangang and urged the
officials to relocate the
Police Station in the near
future since currently the
station is running from a
rented house.

The Chief Minister
added that Sikkim has
been plagued by in-
creasing harmful effects
of drug abuse. In this
regard, he encouraged
the Police personnel to
take stringent action
against culprits and ex-
tend support to victims
of drug abuse as it’s the
Sikkim Police Depart-
ment which plays a vital

role in eradicating this
menace.

The Chief Minister
added that grievances
and other developmen-
tal projects put across by
the DGP will be looked
into at the earliest.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the DGP informed
that a total of 566 re-
cruits were passing out
today out of which 130
are women constables.

He added that the re-
cruits have been coached
in the field of local and
Special Acts. They have
also been trained on var-
ious components of the
law. Further, he present-
ed, in detail, the various
grievances faced by the
training centre located
here.

During the course of
the program, a prize dis-
tribution ceremony was
conducted wherein var-
ious recruits were pro-
vided with appreciation
certificates and trophies
in different categories
namely best outdoor,
best indoor, best shooter,
overall best trainer and
many more.

Film Fest concludes with deliberations on
creating Film-Friendly Ecosystem in Slkklm

H1 Lk -

GANGTOK, 01 MAR [IPR]:
A film facilitation work-
shop was organized by
the Information & Public
Relations Department on
the concluding day of the
Global Cinema Festival
here at Manan Kendra
today.

The workshop was
organized in coordina-
tion with the Film Feder-
ation of India and the Na-
tional Film Development
Corporation to deliber-
ate on creating an en-
abling environment for
an effective Single-Win-
dow Ecosystem for films
in Sikkim.

The objective of the
workshop was to sensi-
tize the Officials of the
State Government and
stakeholders on the

need for making a us-
er-friendly environment
for promoting filming in
the State which will help
develop the film industry
here.

The workshop aimed
to assist the state ma-
chinery and State Gov-
ernment line depart-
ments to create a ‘Film
Friendly Ecosystem’ in-
cluding setting up of Film
Cell and develop a film
industry in Sikkim.

The workshop was
addressed by Supran Sen
[Secretary General, Film
Federation of India], Fir-
dausal Hassan [Producer
& President, Film Feder-
ation of India], Goutam
Ghosh [filmmaker], Arin-
dam Seal [filmmaker],
Ravi Kotarakara [Secre-

tary, South Indian Film
Chamber of Commerce
and past President of
FFI], Arijit Dutta [Film
Distributor and Promot-
er], Tribeny Rai [inde-
pendent filmmaker from
Sikkim], Mandira Chettri
[independent filmmak-
er from Sikkim], and Raj
Sitaula [Line Producer
from Sikkim].

The panel discussions
were moderated by Vikram-
jit Roy, Head, Film Facilitation
Office, NFDC, and Anita Gup-
ta, Principal Advisor; Global
Cinema Festival.

The topics deliberat-
ed up in the panel discus-
sions were - The Role of
the State towards devel-
oping a film eco-system
and Industry;

turn to pg 02

Rural Sports plays out at all GPUs

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 01 MAR:
With the objective
to seek out and
nurture sporting talents
from different corners
of the State, Rural Sports
was held from 25 to 29
February at all gram pan-
chayat units of the State.
Valedictory functions for
the various sports com-
petitions were held on
Saturday at the respec-

tive GPUs, it is informed.
The competition was
organized by committees
chaired by panchayat
presidents formed at the
GPU level under Rural
Development Depart-
ment in collaboration
with Sports & Youth Af-
fairs Department.
Secretary, Sports &
Youth Affairs Depart-
ment, Kuber Bhandari,
informs that it was the

desire of Chief Minis-
ter PS Tamang [Golay]
to spend Rs 50,000 at
each GPU for the pro-
motion of sports through
these meets. “In order
to encourage games and
sports and to hunt sports
talent and also to create
awareness about healthy
lifestyles, the State Gov-
ernment directed that
Rural Sports be held at the
GPU-level,” he informed.

Moderate
intensity
quake hits
Shimla

SHIMLA, MAR 1 (PTI):
A moderate intensity
earthquake of magni-
tude 3.2 shook Himachal
Pradesh’s capital Shimla
on Sunday morning, the
Meteorological Depart-
ment said.

There was no report
of any casualty or dam-
age to property.

The earthquake’s
epicentre was at a depth
of 5 km north-east in
Shimla, the department
said, adding that tremors
were felt in and around
the district at 10.13 am.

Police Station maugurated in Yangang

NAaMmcHI, 01 MAR [IPR]:
Chief Minister Prem
Singh Tamang [Golay]
inaugurated Yangang Po-
lice Station today.

The police station
will be headed by Station
House Officer, SI CK Sub-
ba, with a total staff of 10.

It may be recalled

that during a meeting
on 18 September at Ta-
thagata Tsal in Rabongla,
the Chief Minister had
informed that the State
Government was in the
process oof establishing a
police station in Yangang.

The establishment of
the station at Yangang

will assist in controlling
crime and maintaining

public peace and order in
the locality.

LAND FOR

SALE

(URGENT SALE)

BL land for sale. Road site 100ft
by 50ft at Lower Syari. Enroute
Ranipool to Deorali via Syari. 10
Minutes Drive from Ranipool.
Serious Buyer may contact : 83720-
77482/ 94341-36989/ 98320-82664

We are grateful to the Honorable
Chief Minister of Sikkim
for launching the Sikkim
Film Policy 2020

With gratitude from Sikkim
Film Co-perative Society Ltd.

Deorali, Gangtok

Sikkim Film Co-operative Society Ltd.
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Sports meet at Chota

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 01 MAR:

hota Samdong Arubo-

tey Rural Sports-II
GPU Level Games and
Sports concluded in
the presence of BDO
[Soreng], Sabita Rai,
Panchayat President
DK Limboo and all oth-
er Panchayat members,
in-charge Govt. Senior
Secondary School along

CLC vice-convener for
Soreng-Chakung constit-
uency, CK Rana, a press
release informs. The
sports meet was orga-
nized by the Chota Sam-
dong Arubotey GPU in
collaboration with the
Sports & Youths Affairs
Department at Chota
Samdong School Play-
ground.

Four bodies recovered from
drains in northeast Delhi

NEw DELHI, MAR 1
(PTI): Four more bodies
were fished out from the
drains in Gokalpuri and
Shiv Vihar areas of vio-
lence-affected northeast
Delhi, officials said.

However, it is yet to
be ascertained if they
are linked to the riots
and authorities have not
updated the death toll
figure.

At 8.20 am, police re-
ceived a PCR call abouta
body in Bhagirath drain.

Later in the after-
noon, the second body
was fished out from the
same drain, police said,
adding that the third
body was recovered from
a drain near the Gokalpu-
ri police station.

The fourth body was
pulled out from a drain in
Shiv Vihar.

None of the recovered
bodies have been identi-
fied so far, police said,
adding that further in-
vestigation is underway.

Pope Francis expels Kerala
priest convicted of rape

KocHi, MAR 1 (PTI): Ad-
heringto a policy of “zero
tolerance” towards cler-
gy who sexually exploit
minors, Pope Francis has
expelled a Kerala priest-
convicted of rape from all
priestly duties and rights,
according to church offi-
cials.

Syro-Malabar Church
priest Robin Vadakkum-
chery is currently serving
a jail term for impregnat-
ing a 16-year-old girl in
Mananthavady diocese.

“Vadakkumchery has
been dispensed from the
exercise of priestly duties
and rights. That means
he has been reduced to
the state of a layman”, a
Church official told PTIL.

He was suspended
from priestly duties soon
after the news about his

crime was reported in
early 2017.

A POCSO court in
Thalassery last year had
sentenced  Vadakkum-
chery to 20 years of Rig-
orous Imprisonment and
slapped a fine of Rs three
lakh on him.

The priest, 50, was
the vicar of the local
church in Kottiyur in
Kannur district and man-
ager at the school where
the victim was studying.

He was arrested two
years ago while trying to
flee to Canada.

The Vatican's ac-
tion came two years af-
ter Pope Francis made
it clear that all bishops
should adhere to a poli-
cy of “zero tolerance” for
clergy who sexually ex-
ploit children.

Kerala CM seeks MEA help to bring back
stranded Indian fishermen from Iran

THIRUVANANTHAPUR-
AM, MAR 1 (PTI): Kerala
Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan on Sunday ap-
pealed to the External
Affairs Minister to take
necessary steps and ar-
range for safe return
of hundreds of fisher-
men, including Keralites,
trapped in Iran following
coronavirus scare.

In a letter to External
Affairs Minister S Jais-
hankar, he said the state
government has received
information that more
than hundred people, in-
cluding around 60 from
Kerala, were trapped in
Azalur in Iran.

“When contacted by
state government offi-
cials, it has been stated
by the persons trapped
in Azalur that more
than hundred persons
are there out of which
around 60 are reported
to be from Kerala,” Vi-
jayan said in the letter.

He said it was learnt
that they were unable
to return to India on ac-
count of the COVIT19
spread. “..I request you
to direct the (Indian) Em-
bassy officials (in Iran)
to take necessary steps
and arrange for the safe

return of these persons,”’
Vijayan wrote.

Earlier, the Fisheries
Minister ] Mercykutty
Amma had said the state
government will take all
necessary steps to bring
fishermen from the state
stranded in Iran.

She said the state gov-
ernment will collect de-
tails of Keralites trapped
in Iran and coordinate
with the Indian embas-
sy there through NoRKA
(Department of Non-Res-
ident Keralite Affairs).

A video of the Kerala
fishermen seeking help
was forwarded to the
families of the fishermen
and media houses in the
state.

One of them is heard
saying in the video that
they were unable to move
out of their rooms due to
the restrictions imposed
by the Iran government
due to the coronavirus
scare.

“Like us many peo-
ple are from India are
stranded here.

We are short of food.
We tried to contact our
sponsor. But he asked us
to contact the govern-
ment authorities,” the
man said.

Monthly GST lottery offer for
B2C invoices to start from Apr 1

NEw DELHI, MAR 1
(PTI): The government
is planning to launch
lottery offer under the
Goods and Services Tax
(GST) from April 1 by
conducting lucky draws
every month for invoices
of all business to custom-
er (B2C) transactions.
The lottery scheme is
being envisaged by the
revenue department to
encourage customers to
take bills for every pur-
chase, which will in turn
help the government in

curbing GST evasion.

Under the scheme,
the revenue department
will conduct monthly
lucky draws which will
have one bumper prize,
while there would be
second and third prizes
state wise, an official told
PTI.

“The lottery scheme
is planned to be launched
on April 1, the official
added.

A member in the Cen-
tral Board of Indirect Tax-
es and Customs (CBIC)

had last month said that
the lottery offers would
range between Rs 10
lakh and Rs 1 crore.

The official said
consumers will have
to scan and upload any
B2C invoice using a mo-
bile app, which is being
developed by GST Net-
work (GSTN), which
handles the technology
backbone of GST.

The mobile app
would be made avail-
able for both Android
and iOS users by end of

this month.

There would not be
any threshold on the in-
voice value to be eligible
for lucky draw, the offi-
cial added.

GST, which became
effective from July 1,
2017, has subsumed
over a dozen indirect
taxes, like excise and
service tax. However,
revenue under the new
indirect tax regime has
not picked up as per
expectations, mainly on
account of evasion.

Officials expect the
lottery scheme to incen-
tivise customers to ask
for bill or invoice while
making purchases.

The GST Council is
likely to vet the lottery
scheme in its next meet-
ing on March 14.

As per the plan, the
money for the lottery
scheme would come
from the consumer wel-
fare fund, where the
proceeds of anti-profi-
teering cases are trans-
ferred.

Rural Sports Meet ends i

NAMCHI, 01 MAR [IPR]:
The five-day  Rural
Sports Meet 2020 con-
cluded in South District.
This meet was held at
all the Gram Pancha-
yat Units by the South
District Sports & Youth
Affairs Department in

n South Sikkim

collaboration with var-
ious stakeholders. This
meet was open to all
categories and various
sports events - football
, volleyball, badminton,
athletics, tug of war, mu-
sical chairs and archery
- were organized.

Situation peaceful but

NEw DEeELHI, MAR 1
(PTI): A week after dead-
ly communal violence
erupted in northeast
Delhi, the situation in ri-
ots-hit areas remained
peaceful but tense on
Sunday, though there
was movement of more
people and vehicles on
main roads amid a heavy
police deployment.

“The situation is un-
der control now. There is
adequate force deployed
in all areas of northeast
district. We are hold-
ing talks with locals and
trying to rebuild confi-
dence,” a senior police
official said.

No untoward incident

has been reported from
the northeast district
over the past three days,
he said, adding police
are urging residents to
not pay attention to ru-
mours and report them
to authorities.

The violence in Jaf-
frabad, Maujpur, Babar-
pur, Chand Bagh, Shiv
Vihar, Bhajan Pura, Ya-
muna Vihar and Musta-
fabad areas of northeast
Delhi claimed at least 42
lives and left over 200
injured.

A large number of
properties were dam-
aged. Frenzied mobs
torched houses, shops,
vehicles, a petrol pump

and pelted stones at lo-
cals and police person-
nel.

Even days after the
violence, there was
an eerie silence in the
streets that once used
to be teeming with peo-
ple and hawkers. In Shiv
Vihar, among the worst
hit areas, the lanes were
deserted and almost
all the houses locked.
In Mustafabad, people
were wary of stepping
out of their homes in
narrow bylanes.

“Though there is
police presence, ten-
sion is lingering. We
celebrated Eid, Holj,
Diwali together. I have

tense in Delhi

never faced such a situ-
ation in my life. There is
grief, mistrust, disbelief.
Those who indulged in
violence did not belong
to the area, they came
from outside,” said Mo-
hammad Yunus, 45.

Yunus, who owns a
garment store in Shiv
Vihar, said he was saved
by his Hindu neighbours
during the violence
and they tore the shop
name-board outside to
save the business from
rioters.

Acting Delhi Po-
lice Commissioner
SN Shrivastava visit-
ed DCP Amit Sharma,
undergoing treatment

at a hospital in Pat-
parganj after suffering
serious injuries during
the violence in Gokul-
puri on February 24. A
2010-batch IPS officer,
Sharma has undergone
brain surgery.

Soon after taking
charge as police chief
on Saturday, Shrivas-
tava said his priority
is to restore peace and
ensure communal har-
mony in the national
capital. Police have
started a massive out-
reach programme and
senior officers have
been meeting with
people to build confi-
dence among them.

India has developed proactive defence policy: Amit Shah

KOLKATA, MAR 1 (PTI):
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Sunday
said the country has zero
tolerance towards terror-
ism and has developed a
“proactive” defence pol-
icy under the leadership
of Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi.

Shah also said that
India has now joined the
league of countries like
the US and Israel that can
carry out surgical strikes.

“We have zero toler-
ance towards terrorism.
India had no proactive
defence policy. Now, af-
ter Modiji became the
PM, we have developed a
proactive security policy
that is distinct from the
foreign policy,” he said in
Rajarhat here after inau-
gurating the 29 Special
Composite Group com-
plex of the National Secu-
rity Guard (NSG).

Shah said the NSG

is a globally recognised
counter-terror force.

“India did not carry
out any attack on its own
in 10,000 years of histo-
ry. But if one enters our
soil and dares to attack
our citizens and jawans,
we will give them a befit-
ting reply,” he said.

The home minister
said the central govern-
ment is working on a pol-
icy to improve the “hous-
ing satisfaction ratio” to
enable jawans to stay
with their families for at
least 100 days in a year.

Hailing NSG per-
sonnel for fighting ter-
rorism, Shah said, “We
have taken measures to
make it the best force
in the world.”

There should al-
ways be efforts to
“neutralise terrorists

in the minimum possi-
ble time” during an op-
eration, he said.

Shah said he had seen
two anti-terror opera-
tions, the 2002 Akshard-
ham temple attack and
the 2008 Mumbai attack,
from very close quarters
as he was the then home
minister of Gujarat.

The home minister
inaugurated the 29 Spe-
cial Composite Group
complex of the NSG here
and the force’s residen-
tial clusters in Hyder-
abad, Chennai and Mum-
bai.

He said all the proj-
ects together entailed
an expense of Rs 245
crore.

Shah later inspect-
ed a mock drill by NSG
commandos that in-
cluded rescuing people
trapped in a high rise.

He arrived here
earlier in the day amid
protests by opposition
parties against the Cit-
izenship (Amendment)

Act.

The protests were
held in various parts of
the city, including ar-
eas in the vicinity of the
Shaheed Minar Ground,
where Shah addressed a
rally later in the day.

NSG Director General
Anup Kumar Singh said
Shah has a “strong per-
sonality and vision and
the ability to take deci-
sion” which has given
new direction to the se-
curity force.

He said after the
Mumbai attack, a de-
cision was taken to set
up five regional NSG
hubs for reaching out to
any spot in the quick-
est time.”Another hub is
coming up,” he said.

The NSG hub in Kol-
kata caters to several
north- eastern states
apart from Bihar and
West Bengal, an official
said.

MVA govt like unbreakable wall, says Ajit Pawar

MumMmBAl, MAR 1 (PTI):
Ruling out any fissures
in the Shiv Sena-led co-
alition government in
Maharashtra, senior NCP
leader and deputy Chief
Minister Ajit Pawar on
Sunday invoked a popu-
lar television commercial
on unbreakable wall to
underline the unity of the
ruling constituents.
Pawar’'s  comments
at the convention of the
Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP) here came
against the backdrop of
statements by some BJP
leaders that the ruling
dispensation comprising
the Sena, the NCP and the
Congress might not last
long owing to contrasting
view points of the mem-

ber parties.

Recently, senior RSS
leader Suresh ‘Bhaiyya-
ji’ Joshi caused a flutter
saying that former chief
minister Devendra Fad-
navis of BJP will not re-
main in opposition for
long.

“Some people are
talking about when the
wall of the Maha Vikas
Aghadi will develop
cracks. But that wall is
unbreakable due to the
strongly cemented bonds
(among the three parties).

“Yeh Diwar Tutati kyu
NahiYe Mahavikas Aghadi
ki Diwar tutegi kaise? Am-
buja.Narmada..ACC  ce-
ment se jo bani hai. (‘Why
this wall of the Maha Vikas
Aghadi is not breaking.

How will it break because
it is made up of Ambuja,
ACC and Birla cement..,”
Pawar said while mim-
icking the television com-
mercial.

The Sharad Pawar-led
NCP shares power with
the Sena and the Con-
gress in the state.

Chief Minister Ud-
dhav Thackeray and
Sharad Pawar had re-
peatedly asserted that
the state government
will last its full term.

The Sena, a former
ally of the BJP, joined
hands with the two
ideologically opposite
parties after the state
assembly elections in
2019 to form a govern-
ment.

At the convention, the
NCP flagged off its “Mis-
sion BMC 2022” in view of
the upcoming elections to
the Mumbai civic body.

The party has put ban-
ners across the metropolis
highlighting the “Mission
2022".

On the occasion,
Pawar put the target for
his party to win 50-60
seats in the 227-member
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) in the
elections. The NCP has 8
corporators in the civic
body.

The BMC has been
ruled by the Sena.

He also said the NCP
should win at least 10
seats from Mumbai in the
next assembly elections.
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CBI makes
first arrests in
Yogesh Gowda
murder case

NEw DELHI, MAR 1 (PTI):
The CBI has arrested and
detained some suspects
in connection with the
killing of BJP worker Yo-
gesh Gowda in Karnata-
ka’s Dharwad in 2016,
officials said on Sunday.

These are the first
arrests in the case, they
said.

The agency sources
said that its operation
of further rounding up
of suspects based on
questioning of detained
and arrested persons is
spread across various
states and is likely to con-
tinue during the night,
hence the details cannot
be shared.

Gowda, a BJP zilla
panchayat member, was
killed in his gym on June
15, 2016 by unidentified
men, they said.

The agency took over
the probe on the recom-
mendation of the Karna-
taka government, they
said.

It is alleged that Gow-
da was running a gym at
Sapthapura in Dharwad.
He was a friend of Basa-
varaj Shivappa Muttagi,
the prime accused, for
the last 10 years with
different political inclina-
tions.

Gowda came to know
about a land purchase
deal by Muttagi. Gowda
had threatened Muttagi
that he should not pur-
chase the land as it was
under the former’s custo-
dy and if he still proceed-
ed, he would kill him.

The Karnataka police
had already complet-
ed the probe and filed a
charge sheet against six
accused on September 9,
2016.

It is alleged that
Muttagi hatched a crim-
inal conspiracy to Kkill
Gowda.

When Gowda came
to his gym on June 15,
2016, accomplices of
Muttagi sprinkled chilli
powder on his face and
hacked him to death.

Film Fest concludes...

The Perspective from Ground Zero/ requirements
from the State; Creating a Film Friendly Eco-system;
The FFO Eco-System and the Integration with Sikkim;
and Marketing Sikkim as a Filming destination.

Earlier, the Principal Advisor, Global Cinema Fes-
tival, briefed the audience about the objective of the
workshop and the role of various agencies in work-
ing towards an enabling environment for filmmaking

in Sikkim.

The workshop was attended by nodal officers
representing various government departments, ex-
ecutive members of the Sikkim Film Cooperative So-
ciety, and officers of FFI, NFDC and IPR Department.

The three-day Global Cinema Festival conclud-
ed on a high note with highly acclaimed films from
around the world being screened throughout the day.
A total of four films from Sikkim were screened today.

~ SummitTIMES ~

CLASSIFIEDS

GENERAL LAND FOR SALE
General land 30X40 (3 Plots) available for sale
at Tadong 6th Mile next to Harka Maya College.
Flat Land no cutting required. Price 27 Lakhs
(negotiable).
Contact: 9800201335

LAND FOR SALE

Aland measuring an area for 50x32 1/2 at Road-
side just below housing colony is for sale. It is
just a one minute walking distance from Namchi
bazaar taxi stand. Interested party may contact
9593373387 and 9434406761

LAND FOR SALE

An area measuring 1 acre at Sadam South Sikkim

near Loretto Convent School at Gupti road. Price

negotiable any one interested can contact:
78640-04501,62970-03235, 98320-48410
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Nat10nal____Sc1ence Day at Lingi Payong School

LT

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 01 MAR:

he Science Club of

Lingi Payong Sec-
ondary School organ-
ised a daylong pro-
gramme to mark Na-
tional Science Day on
28 Feb, a press release
informs.

The theme for this
year’s celebration was
“Women in Science.”

Some of the major
activities were speech-
es on National Science

Day and its theme,
model presentation by
students from Classes
VI to X.

The programme
was coordinated by
Goma Sharma, Coor-
dinator, Science Club,
and the program was
conducted by Astha Rai
of Class X.

National Science
Day is celebrated in
India on 28 February
to mark the discovery
of the Raman Effect by

Physicist Sir CV Raman
on this day in 1928.
For his discovery, Sir
CV Raman was award-
ed the Nobel Prize in
Physics in 1930.

National Science
Day is observed to re-
inforce the importance
of science in daily lives
and to give an opportu-
nity to students with a
scientific bent of mind
to explore and popu-
larize science and tech-
nology.

19TH CHIEF MINISTER’S GOLD CUP ARCHERY TOURNAMENT [COMPOUND]
Lachung Unlted beat Samtse Friends

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 01 MAR:
Lachung United pro-
ceeded to the next
round of the ongoing
19th Chief Minister’s
Gold Cup Archery Tour-
nament [Compound]
here at Archery Shoot-

ing Range of Tenzing
Namgyal Memorial
Ground at Tathangchen
beating Samtse Friends
of Bhutan 67-13. On
Monday, Helping Bhutan
will take on Maenamla
as the tournament con-
tinues.

Delhi riots “targeted
structural violence”: Owaisi

Hyderabad, March 1
(PTI): Calling the Delhi
riots as “targeted struc-
tural violence,” AIMIM
chief Asaduddin Owaisi
on Sunday said the re-
sponsibility lies at the
doorstep of the BJP gov-
ernment and appealed to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to visit the affected
areas.

Addressing a pub-
lic meeting on AIMIM’s
62nd foundation day
here, the Hyderabad MP
reiterated his charge that
the violence happened
due to the speeches
made by BJP leaders.

“This communal riot
happened with full plan-
ning and preparation.
An atmosphere of hatred
was created. It cannot be
called a communal riot
but it is pogrom,” he al-
leged.

“We were hopeful
that you (Prime Minis-
ter) might have taken
some lesson from 2002
(Gujarat riots) and en-
sure such thing would
not recur...,” Owaisi said.

Referring to slogans
raised by some youths
in Metro stations in Del-
hi, he said, “. who are
these people telling ‘goli
maaro desh ke gaddaron
ko’ (shoot the traitors).
Prime Minister this riot
happened with planning.

This is targetted struc-
tural violence and its re-
sponsibility is on you.”

The  responsibility
of Delhi riots lies at the
doorstep of the BJP-led
NDA government at the
Centre, he said.

Appleaing to Modi
to visit the riot-hit areas
in the natnional capital,
Owaisi wondered wheth-
er the Prime Minister
would “narrate our pain
in monthly radio pro-
gramme, Mann ki Baat.”

He said the Prime
Minister did not make a
mention of the Delhi vio-
lence in his speech in Ut-
tar Pradesh on Saturday
though he dwelt on ‘Sab-
ka Saath, Sabka Vikas'.

Lashing out at Delhi
police, Owaisi charged
them with not respond-
ing to the calls of Mus-
lims affected by the vio-
lence, which rocked parts
of northeast Delhi last
week claiming at least
42 lives and leaving over
200 injured.

Owaisi further said elect-
ed representatives of AIMIM
would donate one month
salary to the families of those
killed in Delhi violence.

He said AIMIM
would urge Telangana
Chief Minister K Chan-
drasekhar Rao not to al-
low NPR exercise in the
state.

Three Kkilled in collision between
two goods train in MP

SINGRAULI (MP), MAR 1
(PTI): Three people were
killed after two goods
trains collided near a vil-
lage in Madhya Pradesh'’s
Singrauli district on early
Sunday morning, police
said.

The track on which
the accident occurred
is managed by the Na-
tional Thermal Power
Corporation (NTPC) for
coal transportation from
Madhya Pradesh to Uttar
Pradesh, a police officer
said.

The accident oc-
curred around 4.40
am when a coal-laden
train heading towards
Uttar Pradesh from
Amlori mine in Madhya
Pradesh collided with
an empty goods train
near Ghanhari village,
located around seven
kms from here, Sin-
grauli Additional Su-
perintendent of Police
Pradeep Shende told
PTI.

Thirteen wagons of
one of the trains and
an engine jumped off
the tracks following

the collision.

Three bodies have
been pulled out from the
engine so far, the officer
said.

The deceased were
identified as Ramlakhan
Bais (29),alocal resident,
Rasheed Ahmed (65) and
Mandeep Kumar (26),
both hailing from Uttar
Pradesh, he said, adding
that they seem to be the
locomotive drivers of the
trains and a points-man.

“The track on which
the accident occurred
is managed by the Na-

tional Thermal Power
Corporation for coal
transportation from

Madhya Pradesh to Uttar
Pradesh,” Shende said.

It seems the accident
occurred either due to
an error on part of the
drivers or because of
some fault in signaling,
he said.

The mishap has not
affected rail passenger
traffic as it occurred on
the track exclusively
used by the NTPC to fer-
ry coal for power genera-
tion, he added.

SOME PARIVARTAN FOR SUCH DANGERS TOO, PLEASE: In the lead up to
the 2019 elections, SKM supporters would point out to dangerously ill-main-
tained electricity poles like this to drive home the negligent governance of
the SDF. Now, a while since there has been a “parivartan” in the government,
change is still awaited in attitudes which allow such eyesores and potential

mishaps in-the-making to continue without any maintenance. [from YOGEN
THATAL]

South Korea reports 376 more
coronavirus cases, total 3,526

SEouL, MAR 1 (AFP):
South Korean President
Moon Jae-in said on Sun-
day the government was
waging “all-out respons-
es” to contain the novel
coronavirus as the coun-
try reported 376 new
cases, taking the total to
3,526.

South Korea has the
largest national total in
the world outside Chi-
na, after it saw a rapid
surge in the number of
coronavirus cases in
recent days.

Scores of events
have been cancelled
or postponed over the
virus, while more than
70 countries raised
their travel restrictions
against South Korea.

“The government is
now waging all-out re-
sponses after raising
the crisis alert to the
highest level,” Moon
said at a ceremony
marking Independence
Movement Day, scaled
down due to the out-
break.

“We will be able
to overcome the
COVID-19 outbreak

and revive our shrunk-
en economy,” he added.
Nearly 90 per cent

of the cases were in
Daegu, the centre of the
country’s outbreak, and
its neighbouring North
Gyeongsang province,
the Korea Centers for
Disease Control and
Prevention said in a
statement. The coun-
try’s death toll remains
at 17. The national
total is expected to
rise further as au-
thorities screen more
than 260,000 mem-
bers of the Shincheon-
ji Church of Jesus, a
secretive entity of-
ten accused of being
a cult that is linked
to around half of the
country’s cases.

A 61-year-old fe-
male member devel-
oped a fever on Febru-
ary 10, but attended at
least four church ser-
vices in Daegu -- the
country’s fourth-larg-
est city with a popu-
lation of 2.5 million
-- before being diag-
nosed.

The streets of
Daegu have Dbeen
largely desert-
ed for days, apart

from long queues at
the few shops with
masks for sale.

Authorities  have
urged the public to
exercise caution and
anyone with a fever or
respiratory symptoms
to stay home.

But officials say they
are not considering a
citywide quarantine for
the city in the manner of
the lockdown imposed
on the central Chinese
city of Wuhan, where
the virus first emerged.

A surge in con-
firmed cases has led
many events to be can-
celled or postponed as
the outbreak has hit
the world’s 12th-larg-
est economy, including
concerts by K-pop su-
perstars BTS and the
World Team Table Ten-
nis Championships.

Auto giant Hyundai
Motor also suspended
operations at one of its
Ulsan plants after an
employee tested posi-
tive for the coronavirus.

The new school
term start has been
delayed one week na-
tionwide and three
weeks in Daegu,
while the US and South
Korean militaries have
postponed forthcoming
joint exercises.

Marwari Yuva Manch in Limca Book of World

Records for car- bln dlstrlbutlon campalgn
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SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 01 MAR:

All
Yuva Manch has made

India Marwari
itinto the Limca Book
of World Records for
its impressive feat of
distributing over one
lakh car-bins all over

the country, includ-
ing in Sikkim.

Under its Sanita-
the
launched a

distribu-
tion drive from 26
May 2018 to 26 April
2019.

tion Campaign,
AIMYM
car-bins

So far, more than
one million car-bins
have been distribut-
ed across the coun-
try, a press release
informs, and the cam-
paign is still running
across the country.

r
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GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
BUILDINGS & HOUSING DEPARTMENT

No.41/ETENDER/BHD/2019-20

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

On behalf of the Governor of Sikkim, Chief Engineer, Buildings & Housing Depart-
ment , Government of Sikkim invites percentage rate tenders from qualified Class
I A contractors, within the state of Sikkim, enlisted with the SPWD in the cover
system through e-procurement. The bids should be submitted online through the
website www.sikkimtender.gov.in for the work as listed below.

Dated: 26/02/2020

SL. Name of the Bid security Bid Value Cost of Com-
No. [ work 2.5.% of the (Rs.In tender/bid | pletion
bid value (Rs. | lakhs) form (Rs. | Period.
In lakhs) In lakhs)
1 2 3 4 5 6
1. Construction 34.08 1363.066 1.00 36
of Proposed months.
Sikkim Civil
Services Officers
Institite Near
Chintan Bhawan
Gangtok East
Sikkim.
IMPORTANT EVENT
1. | Publishing of Online Tender in e-pro- 26" February 2020
curement portal
2 Uploading of bidding documents in 26" February 2020
e-procurement portal
3. | Document download/Sale start date 26" February 2020 1500 hrs
and time onwards
4. | Last date & Time for seeking clarifica- | 4% March 2020 upto 1500 Hrs.
tion regarding bids
5. | Last date for online submission of 16" March, 2020 up to 1600
completed bids Hrs.
6. | Date for Submission of hard Copies 18" March 2101 up to 1600
(Tender fee and Bid security) HRs.
7. | Date of opening of Tender bids 19% March 2020 at 1300 HRs.

Date: 27.2.2020

R.0 No. 383/IPR/Pub/Classi./19-20

For all details on the bid visit www.sikkimtender.gov.in.

Buildings & Housing Department

Sd/-
Chief Engineer

Government of Sikkim.

What is Novel Coronavirus - nCoV?

The Novel Coronavirus (nCoV) is new strain of
Coronavirus that originated in Wuhan, China.
Motorious for mutating quickly and acquiring new
qualities.it isa rising epidemic that was
previously not identified in humans.

Precautions to Prevent
nCoV

= Wash your hands often with soap.

# Use an alcohol based hand sanitizer

& Obgerve good personal hygione.

= Avold touching your face with unwashed hands.

® Avoid contact with people with possible symptoms.

& Avoid contact with animale and congum ption of
undercooked meats.

® Avoid travel to nCoV affected places.

& Wear a mask if you have respiratory syndrome.
and cover your mouth while coughing or sneezing.

I yeu soek holp, you may call @
-Tall free no. 104

District surveillance Officer
EAST : TO20372100

WEST : 95819708

HORTH : 9641957468

SOUTH : T40T6E01 463

Hew STHM

AMS : 5434711402

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & FAMILY WELFARE
GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
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Westerly Disturbances
Pour a Reminder

Water on the streets expose drained
initiatives and opportunities

he persistent downpours of the past week and more are

serving as timely reminders of everything that remains
ignored in the capital. No sooner do the clouds open up
that traffic grinds to a halt, roads having become rapids
making one wonder what the capital has learned from the
numerous slips and spillovers that descend on Gangtok
every monsoon. The storm water drains cannot channel
these short bursts of rain caused by westerly disturbances
and that makes one wonder what the monsoon, which will
be heavy this year if the present prequel is any indication,
have in store for the capital.

What use are storm drains if they don’t carry away
thunderstorm waters? The only reassuring signs after
every shower are the UD&HD workers struggling to unclog
the drains, again and again and again. At least someone is
responding quickly enough. But what continues to fail the
capital is the science behind its jhoras and drains. Either
the engineering deployed in their training is all wrong
or the training itself is suspect because there is no way
that one can be led to believe that the storm drains have
consumed crores in construction and repairs and corrective
works just to look pretty in fresh coats of cement. They are
supposed to drain surface run off, not unleash torrents on
the roads. When they do the latter, they not only expose
the shortsighted planning that went into their training, but
also damage and weaken roads ahead of the monsoons. One
could also blame the carelessly “dropped” construction
material and the occasional pile of overnight garbage for the
clogging, but that can be easily remedied.

That said, what the failure of the jhoras and drains
also expose is the quick exit civic enlightenment made the
moment donor funding was no longer at hand to publicize
citizen-initiatives to manage garbage disposal. Every jhora
that spills over to the streets and every drain that finds
itself blocked whenever water needs to channel through it,
disgorge not just rain waters, but also everything that one
calls garbage. The jhoras, unfortunately, continue to double
as convenient waste bins and the water pipelines continue
using these channels as convenient pathways from source
to home. Then, of course, there are some sewage lines that
still continue to open directly into jhoras greeting many
mornings with a stench for everyone unlucky enough to be
living near them.

The recent wave of evening downpours is welcome. They
washed the dry hills and beat down the dust. Unfortunately,
they might have came a little late for the farmers and the
hail did not help either, but, if it reminds the Gangtokians
[private and public] of all the responsibilities they continue
to ignore, it can still be considered timely enough.

Coronavirus is a breeding ground for conspiracy

theories -

DANIEL JOLLEY & PIA LAMBERTY
THECONVERSATION.COM

THE Novel coronavirus continues to
spread around the world, with new
cases being reported all the time.
Spreading just as fast, it seems, are
conspiracy theories that claim pow-
erful actors are plotting something
sinister to do with the virus. Our re-
search into medical conspiracy theo-
ries shows that this has the potential
to be just as dangerous for societies
as the outbreak itself.

One conspiracy theory propos-
es that the coronavirus is actually a
bio-weapon engineered by the CIA
as a way to wage war on China. Oth-
ers are convinced that the UK and US
governments introduced the corona-
virus as a way to make money from a
potential vaccine.

Although many of these conspir-
acy theories seem far-fetched, the
belief that evil powers are pursuing
a secret plan is widespread in every
society. Often these relate to health.
Alarge 2019 YouGov poll found 16%
of respondents in Spain believe that
HIV was created and spread around
the world on purpose by a secret
group or organisation. And 27% of
French and 12% of British respon-
dents were convinced that “the truth
about the harmful effects of vaccines
is being deliberately hidden from the
public”.

The spread of fake news and con-
spiracy theories around the corona-
virus is such a significant problem
that the World Health Organisation
(WHO) has created a “myth busters”
webpage to try and tackle them.

SPREAD OF CONSPIRACY THEO-
RIES

Research shows that conspiracy
theories have a tendency to arise in
relation to moments of crisis in so-
ciety - like terrorist attacks, rapid
political changes or economic crisis.
Conspiracy theories bloom in peri-
ods of uncertainty and threat, where
we seek to make sense of a chaotic
world. These are the same conditions
produced by virus outbreaks, which

explains the spread of conspiracy
theories in relation to coronavirus.

Similar conditions occurred with
the 2015-16 outbreak of Zika virus.
Zika conspiracy theories proposed
that the virus was a biological weap-
on rather than a natural occurrence.
Research examining comments on
Reddit during the Zika virus out-
break found conspiracy talk emerged
as a way for people to cope with the
extreme uncertainty they felt over
Zika.

Trust in the recommendations
from health professionals and organ-
isations is an important resource for
dealing with a health crisis. But peo-
ple who believe in conspiracy the-
ories generally do not trust groups
they perceive as powerful, including
managers, politicians and drug com-
panies. If people do not trust, they are
less likely to follow medical advice.

Researchers have shown that
medical conspiracy theories have the
power to increase distrust in med-
ical authorities, which can impact
people’s willingness to protect them-
selves. People who endorse medical
conspiracy theories are less likely to
get vaccinated or use antibiotics and
are more likely to take herbal sup-
plements or vitamins. Plus, they are
more likely to say they would trust
medical advice from nonprofession-
als such as friends and family.

SEVERE CONSEQUENCES

In light of these results, people
who endorse conspiracy theories
about the coronavirus may be less
likely to follow health advice like
frequent hand-cleaning with al-
cohol-based hand rub or soap, or
self-isolating after visiting at-risk
areas.

Instead, these people may be
more likely to have negative attitudes
towards prevention behaviour or
use dangerous alternatives as treat-
ments. This would increase the like-
lihood of the virus spreading and put
more people in danger.

Already, we can see “alternative
healing approaches” to coronavirus

here’s why that’ sa serious problem

cropping up - some of them very
dangerous. Promoters of the popular
QAnon conspiracy theory, for exam-
ple, have said the coronavirus was
planned by the so-called “deep state”
and claimed the virus can be warded
off by drinking bleach.

The spread of medical conspir-
acy theories can also have severe
consequences for other sections
of society. For example, during the
Black Death in Europe, Jews were
scapegoated as responsible for the
pandemic. These conspiracy theo-
ries led to violent attacks and mas-
sacres of Jewish communities all
over Europe. The outbreak of the
coronavirus has led to a worldwide
increase in racist attacks targeted
towards people perceived as East
Asian.

It is possible to intervene and
halt the spread of conspiracy theo-
ries, however. Research shows that
campaigns promoting counterargu-
ments to medical conspiracy the-

ories are likely to have some suc-
cess in rectifying conspiracy beliefs.
Games such as Bad News, in which
people can take the role of a fake
news producer, have been shown to
improve people’s ability to spot and
resist misinformation.

Conspiracy theories can be very
harmful for society. Not only can they
influence people’s health choices,
they can interfere with how different
groups relate to each other and in-
crease hostility and violence towards
those who are perceived to be “con-
spiring”. So as well as acting to com-
bat the spread of the coronavirus,
governments should also act to stop
misinformation and conspiracy theo-
ries relating to the virus from getting
out of hand.

[Daniel jolley is Senior Lec-

turer in Psychology, Northumbria
University, Newcastle; Pia Lam-
berty is PhD Researcher in Social
and Legal Psychology, Johannes
Gutenberg University of Mainz]

Is basic income a good idea? Here’s what the

evidence from around the world says

MARCIA GIBSON
THECONVERSATION.COmM

he idea of giving everybody an uncon-

ditional, regular income has become
increasingly popular in the last few years,
partly because employment has become
less secure and people fear that increasing
automation may cause job losses across
many sectors.

There are many arguments for and
against basic income. Some are concerned
with fairness and justice, but many are
based on competing ideas about the po-
tential effects. Some argue people would
stop working and become dependent on
payments, while others believe it would
free people to spend time on useful activ-
ities like volunteering or caring, and that
many wouldn't work less because they
wished to earn more or simply enjoyed it.

The only way to find out is to run pilot
studies and measure the effects. To be sure
that the effects are accurate, any study
would have to meet as many of the crite-
ria for a full basic income as possible: pay-
ments must be unconditional, cover the
basic cost of living, and not be affected by
other income. It is likely that effects would
be different if basic income was universal
and permanent, but pilot studies are usu-
ally small and short term.

People might be more likely to change
the amount they work if the payments
were not due to stop in two or three years.
If everyone received payments, it could
cause changes at a higher level. For in-
stance, if people worked less, employers
might have to increase wages. It is very
difficult to measure these “spillover” ef-
fects if only a small number of people re-
ceive payments.

This means it is extremely challenging
to design a study which could provide the
evidence needed to decide whether basic
income is a good idea. There are no pro-
grammes which meet all the criteria, but
there are studies of schemes that meet
some of them. We sought to find and ob-
jectively interrogate as many examples as
we could. The programmes had to regular-
ly give people money with no conditions
attached, and meet at least one of the oth-
er criteria. They also had to be conducted

in upper-middle or high-income countries.

BASIC INCOME-STYLE SCHEMES

We found eight programmes (or “in-
terventions”) in North America and one
in Iran (below). There were 27 studies
on these, which included data on em-
ployment, education, health and social
outcomes such as crime, as well as some
evidence of spillover and higher-level ef-
fects. Some payments were universal and
permanent, although not enough to cover
basic living costs.

Five large studies of Negative Income
Tax (NIT) - where people earning below
a certain threshold received payments -
were conducted in North America in the
1970s. For three to five years, low-income
families were given enough money to live
on with no conditions, but payments were
reduced if they earned money.

The Ontario Basic Income Pilot began
in 2018 but was cancelled by the new pro-
vincial government in 2019.

The Alaska Permanent Fund (APF) has
given all residents (including children) a
share of the state’s oil dividends annually

since 1982.

A number of Native American tribes
pay all tribal members dividends from
casinos run on reservation land. They are
paid annually, and young people receive
childhood payments as a lump sum when
they finish high school.

In 2010, the Iranian government in-
troduced universal monthly payments to
compensate for the removal of fuel subsi-
dies. Initially, they were enough to live on,
but the value was very quickly reduced by
inflation.

LOOKING AT THE EVIDENCE

There was evidence on labour market
activity for all the initiatives. Effects on
men were mostly quite small, although
one Alaskan study found that annual
hours worked reduced by 11%. Women
with young children and single parents re-
duced their hours by up to 33%, but these
studies were in countries with no mater-
nity pay. Women and self-employed men
in Iran increased the amount they worked.
Participants in Canadian studies reported
that flexibility, security and being able to

work alongside health issues, education,
or caring responsibilities without losing
benefits were highly valued.

Effects on health were inconsistent,
with some studies showing no effect on
outcomes. However, several studies re-
ported a large positive effects in terms of
birth weight, hospital admissions, adult
and child mental health and infant obesi-
ty. Evidence from some studies suggest-
ed that fewer worries about money and
having enough to eat contributed to bet-
ter health. In some studies where people
received payments as large lump sums,
there were increases in deaths and sub-
stance abuse.

There were some large increases in the
proportion of teenagers completing high
school and improved educational perfor-
mance in the negative income tax studies
and in a tribal dividend study. Divorce
rates did not change in the NIT studies.

There was a similar finding in a tribal
dividend study which also revealed large
improvements in parent-child and paren-
tal relationships. Mothers of young chil-

dren spentless time in paid work but more
time at home. People also reported spend-
ing more time caring for other relatives.
Parents and teenagers in a tribal dividend
study committed less crime, while imme-
diately after receiving annual payments in
Alaska, property crime decreased but sub-
stance-abuse related crime increased.

There is some tantalising evidence of
spillover effects from several of the initia-
tives. In Alaska, there is a slight increase in
men working after payments are made be-
cause the increase in spending means that
there is higher demand for labour. There
are reductions in mothers working and in-
fant obesity, and it is likely that these are
related. The projected savings on Alaskan
health services are large.

In one Canadian programme, all resi-
dents were eligible for payments, although
only 30% received any. Still, there was a
large reduction in hospital admissions for
accidents and mental health issues across
the community, possibly because reduced
financial stress led to less conflict and few-
er mental health issues.

Changes like spending longer in ed-
ucation or reducing the incidence of low
birth weight could have profound individ-
ual and social implications over the longer
term. These factors are linked to higher
incomes, better adult health, improved
cognitive ability in older people and high-
er productivity.

None of the studies we looked at meet
all the criteria for a basic income, so they
can’t provide definitive evidence for its ef-
fects. However, they do provide evidence
of how people respond to unconditional
cash payments, and there are some fasci-
nating pointers for the possible effects if
basic income schemes were scaled up.

To understand the effects of basic in-
come, future studies need to replicate it as
closely as possible. In particular, large uni-
versal schemes are required to measure
higher-level and spillover effects. What-
ever the effects, it is likely that a basic in-
come would have a transformative impact
on society.

[the writer is Investigator Scientist
MRC/CSO0 Social & Public Health Sci-
ences Unit, University of Glasgow]
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All refugees will be
granted citizenship under
CAA, says Amit Shah

KOLKATA, MAR 1 (PTI):
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Sunday as-
serted that the Narendra
Modi government will
not stop until and unless
all refugees in the coun-
try are granted citizen-
ship under the CAA.
Shah, addressing a
rally here, also exud-
ed confidence that the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) will form the next
government in Bengal with
two- third majority after
the 2021 assembly polls.
Accusing opposition
parties, including the
TMC, of misguiding the
refugees and minorities,
Shah said not a single

person will lose citizen-
ship as a result of the Cit-
izenship Amendment Act
(CAA).

“The opposition is
terrorising minorities... [
assure every person from
the minority community
that CAA only provides
citizenship, does not take
it away. It won't affect
your citizenship,” the
home minister said.

“We will not stop un-
til and unless all the refu-
gees are granted citizen-
ship,” he added.

Shah also launched
the BJP’s ‘Aar Noi Annay’
(no more injustice) cam-
paign in West Bengal at
the rally.

Govt to infuse Rs 200
crore in IFCI next fiscal

NEw DEeELHI, MAR 1
(PTI): The government
has decided to pump
Rs 200 crore into IFCI,
the country’s oldest
term lending institution,
through the preferential
allotment route next fis-
cal to shore up its capital
and enhance operations,
sources said.

Government of India
holding in the non-bank-
ing finance company,
which stood at 56.42 per
cent at the end of Decem-
ber 2019, would increase
after the capital infusion.

“The (Rs 200 crore)
provision is for equity
support to Industrial
Finance Corporation of
India (IFCI) keeping in
view the business pro-
gramme and capital re-
quirement,” as per the
Budget documents pre-
sented in Parliament last
month.

For the current fiscal
as well, the government
has earmarked Rs 200
crore capital infusion for
IFCI, as per the Revised
Estimate.

Established in 1948
as a statutory corpora-
tion, IFCI currently has

subsidiaries and one as-
sociate under its fold.

By the early 1990s,
it was recognised that
there was need for great-
er flexibility to respond
to the changing finan-
cial system. It was also
felt that IFCI should di-
rectly access the capital
markets for its funding
needs.

It is with this objec-
tive that the constitution
of IFCI was changed in
1993 from a statutory
corporation to a compa-
ny under the Indian Com-
panies Act, 1956.

Subsequently, the
name of the company
was also changed to ‘IFCI
Ltd" with effect from Oc-
tober 1999.

However in 2015, the
government again raised
its stake in the firm to over
51 per cent, making it a
public sector company.

For the third quarter
ended December 2019,
[FCI reported a consol-
idated net profit of Rs
335.38 crore as against a
net loss of Rs 31.66 crore
in October-December
period of the previous
fiscal.

Maha Speaker supports demand
for caste-based Census

JALNA (MAHA), MAR 1
(PTI): Maharashtra Leg-
islative Assembly Speak-
er Nana Patole on Sun-
day said he would sup-
port the demand of OBC
leaders to boycott the
exercise to conduct the
General Census 2021 if a
caste-based enumeration
is not allowed.

Speaking at an event
here, the Speaker said
leaders cutting across the
party lines had demand-
ed that a delegation be
sent to meet Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah for allowing
the caste-based Census
to find the population of
people from Other Back-
ward Classes (OBCs).

“OBC leaders have
decided that if the caste
Census is not conducted
they would boycott the
General Census (exer-
cise) and I would support
them.

“If a government does
not follow the norms of
the Constitution, then

an individual has the
freedom to boycott (any
exercise mandated by the
government). We will fol-
low the mantra of Mahatma
Gandhi,” he said.

Patole said since the
prime minister belongs to
a backward community
(OBC) he should under-
stand the pains of the peo-
ple. The Maharashtra Legis-
lative Assembly on January
8 unanimously passed a
resolution urging the Cen-
tre for a caste-based Census
to find out the population of
OBCs across the country.

The resolution was
moved suo moto (“on its
own”) by the Speaker.

Referring to that reso-
lution, Patole said the state
government can examine if
a separate Census exercise
can be undertaken in Ma-
harashtra like the demands
made in Tamil Nadu and Bi-
har: Patole also said a “right”
decision would be taken on
the Citizen Amendment Act
(CAA) in the state legisla-
ture which is currently in
session.

Polish student asked to leave India
after attending anti-CAA rally

KoLKATA, MAR 1 (PTI):
A Polish student of Ja-
davpur University has
been asked by the For-
eigner Regional Regis-
tration Office (FRRO) to
leave the country after
he participated in an an-
ti-CAA rally in the West
Bengal capital, varsity
sources said on Sunday.

The incident comes
close on the heels of a
Bangladeshi student of
Visva Bharati University
being issued a similar di-
rective by the FRRO after
she posted photographs
of an anti-CAA demon-
stration, held on the cam-
pus, on social media.

A JU source told PTI
that Kamil Siedcynski, a
Polish student of Com-
parative Literature, was
asked by the FRRO to vis-
itits Kolkata office, which
he did on February 22.

“Siedcynski was
served a notice by the
FRRO asking him to leave
the country within a fort-
night on receipt of the

notice for alleged con-
duct deemed inappropri-
ate for a foreign nation-
al staying in India on a
student visa,” the source
said.

The JU source said
several teachers and
Left-leaning students of
the varsity were of the
view that Siedcynski was

paying the price for at-
tending an anti-CAA ral-
ly at Moulali area in the
city in December last
year where he was in-
terviewed by a Bengali
daily and a brief report
on him was published
the next day.

“Some people prob-
ably forwarded a copy

of the report to the
FRRO. Siedcynski has no
political leanings but his
enthusiasm to attend the
protest rally and click
photographs landed him
in trouble,” the source
said.

Siedcynski, who was
supposed to write his
third-semester examina-

tions this year, could not
be contacted.

JU vice-chancellor
Suranjan Das and Reg-
istrar Snehamanju Basu
also did not take calls.

The Polish student
had earlier studied Ben-
gali at the Visva Bharati
University.

Recently Afsara An-
ika Meem, a first-year
Bangladeshi under-
graduate student in the
Fine Arts department
of the Visva-Bharati
University was served
an FRRO notice for re-
portedly engaging in
“anti-government” ac-
tivities.

Both the foreign na-
tionals have requested
the FRRO to reconsider
its decision and prom-
ised not to get involved
in any such protests in
the future, sources said.

The FRRO, in turn,
has said that a final de-
cision will be taken in
Delhi, the source said
quoting the two students.

BJP office-bearer wants Ghazipur to be made Gaadhipuri

LuckNnow, MAR 1 (PTI):
An office-bearer of the
Uttar Pradesh unit of
BJP has soughtto change
the name of Ghazipur
district (in eastern UP)
to Gaadhipuri.

UP BJP media co-con-
venor Navin Srivastava
recently submitted a
letter in this regard to
the state’s Deputy Chief
Minister Keshav Prasad
Maurya.

Speaking to PT],
Srivastava said, “In an-
cient times, Gaadhipuri
was the capital of King
Gaadhi, the father of
Maharshi Vishwamitra.
Gaadhipuri had a glori-
ous past. Later, the name
of the city was changed
after Ghazi - one of the
commanders of Muslim
invader Muhammad bin
Tuglaq.”

“I have been making
efforts to restore the an-
cient glory of this place.
In this context, I met UP
Deputy Chief Minister
Keshav Prasad Maurya

and had submitted to
him a letter in this re-
gard,” he added.

Srivastava also
claimed that whenev-
er any senior BJP lead-
er comes to Ghazipur,
party workers wel-
come them saying ‘Raja
Gaadhi ki nagri mein
aapkaa swagat hai (King
Gaadhi’s city welcomes

you)".

According to the of-
ficial website of the dis-
trict administration of
Ghazipur, it states that
the word Ghazipur does
not figure in ancient In-
dian history but accord-
ing to some historians
King Gaadhi was from
this place.

The website further
states that during an-
cient times, the place

was covered with dense
forests and many ash-
situated

rams were

including Yamdagni
(father of Parasuram)
Ashram,

Ashram, Madan Van,

Parasuram

etc.
Chinese  traveller
Huan Tsang mentions
this locality as Chan-
chu meaning the soil

of battlefields which is

signified by many im-
portant battles fought
here, the website stated.

Reacting to the move
made by the BJP of-
fice-bearer, convenor of
UP Congress (media de-
partment) Lalan Kumar
told PTI, “The Yogi Adi-
tyanath government is
going to complete three
years in office later
this month. They have
not done any work and
hence draw solace by
changing names of var-
ious places.”

“The real problems
of the youth, students,
farmers are being con-
veniently ignored. The
public of the state is
watching all these very
carefully and will give
an appropriate answer
in 2022,” he added.

Adityanath has been
chief

minister and BJP is al-

an unsuccessful

ways engaged in divert-
ing people’s attention
from real issues, Kumar
added.

Unsealing of
Vatican archives
will finally reveal
truth about
‘Hitler’s pope’

HARRIET SHERWOOD
Rome, 01 Mar
[theGuardian]: New
light will be shed on one
of the most controversial
periods of Vatican histo-
ry on Monday when the
archives on Pope Pius
XII - accused by critics of
being a Nazi sympathiser
- are unsealed.

A year after Pope
Francis announced the
move, saying “the church
isn’t afraid of history”,
the documents from Pius
XII's papacy, which be-
gan in 1939 on the brink
of the second world war
and ended in 1958, will
be opened, initially to a
small number of schol-
ars.

Critics of Pius XII
have accused him of re-
maining silent during
the Holocaust, never
publicly condemning the
persecution and geno-
cide of Jews and others.
His defenders say that he
quietly encouraged con-
vents and other Catholic
institutions to hide thou-
sands of Jews, and that
public criticism of the
Nazis would have risked
the lives of priests and
nuns.

“The opening of the
archives is decisive for
the contemporary histo-
ry of the church and the
world,” said Cardinal José
Tolentino Calaga de Men-
donga, the Vatican’s ar-
chivist and librarian last
week.

Bishop Sergio Paga-
no, the prefect of the Vat-
ican Apostolic Archive,
said scholars would
have to make a “histori-
cal judgment”. He added:
“The good [that Pius did]
was so great that it will
dwarf the few shadows.”
Evaluating the millions
of pages in the archives
would take several years,
he said.

More than 150 people
have applied to access
the archives, although
only 60 can be accom-
modated in the offices at
one time. Among the first
to view the documents
will be representatives of
the Jewish community in
Rome, and scholars from
Yad Vashem, Israel’s Ho-
locaust museum, and the
United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum.

Cong, CPI(M) stage rallies in
Kolkata against Shah visit

KOLKATA, MAR 1 (PTI):
Opposition parties of
West Bengal, the Con-
gress and the CPI(M),
took out rallies in differ-
ent parts of Kolkata in
protest against the one-
day visit of Union Home
Minister Amit Shah to the
city on Sunday.

As Shah arrived in
the city in the morning,
hundreds of Left and
Congress protesters, car-
rying black flags and an-
ti-CAA posters, demon-
strated outside the Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose

International Airport
and raised ‘go back’ slo-
gans.

Later in the day, a
minor scuffle broke out
between police person-
nel and protesters in Es-
planade area when agi-
tators tried to break the
barricade and enter Sha-
hid Minar Ground where
Shah is scheduled to hold
a rally, a senior police of-
ficer said.

“Though nobody was
arrested in the incident,

police will act strictly if
the situation goes out of
control,” he said.

CPI(M) Legisla-
ture Party leader Sujan
Chakraborty led a large
rally in Santoshpur in
south Kolkata while Con-
gress activists took out
a protest march from
Beckbagan to Park Circus
and burnt an effigy of the
Union home minister.

CPI(M)-affiliated SFI
and DYFI also took out
rallies in Shyambazar,
Gariahat, Behala, Kaikha-
li and Entally areas.

“Kolkata had shouted
‘go back’ slogans during
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi'’s visit to the city in
January. We will not allow
Shah to hold a rally here.
He (Shah) is not welcome
here. Hands of both these
leaders are soaked in the
blood of people killed
in Gujarat riots. The
Union home minister is
equally responsible for
the violence in Delhi,”
Chakraborty said.

The CPI(M) leader hit

out at the West Bengal
government for granting
permission for Shah’s
rally.

“The understanding
between the Modiand the
Mamata governments is
the reason why permis-
sion was granted to hold
a rally even when class
12 board examinations
are around and blaring
of loudspeakers is pro-
hibited. This is a courtesy
of the state government
to Shah,” Chakraborty
said. At Shah’s rally, state
BJP leaders will felici-
tate him for the passage
of the amended citizen-
ship law in Parliament.
BJP national president ]
P Nadda will also attend
the public meeting.

“We have taken all
forms of precautionary
measures to counter any
untoward incident during
the Union home minister’s
visit to the city. Addition-
al personnel have been
deployed at all crucial
points,” a senior officer of
Kolkata Police said.
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Jirgen Klopp regards Watford loss
as ‘rather positive’ for Liverpool

SACHIN NAKRANI
WATFORD, 01 MAR
[THEGUARDIAN]: Jiirgen
Klopp insisted Liverpool
will “go again” after suf-
fering their first Premier
League defeat of the
season at the hands of
Watford, and went on to
insist that it could actual-
ly prove a positive for his
players as it frees them of
the burden of attempting
to win the title with an
unbeaten record.

Liverpool arrived
at Vicarage Road on
the back of a run of 44
games unbeaten in the
league, the last 18 of
which were victories. A
19th here would have
set a top-flight record
and seemed a certainty
given they were facing
opponents who sat in the
relegation zone at kick-
off, having not won any
of their last five league
games. But instead Nigel
Pearson’s men record-
ed a resounding and
fully deserved victory,
scoring all of their three
goals in the second half,
with Ismaila Sarr their
undoubted star. The
Senegal winger, making
his first start in over a
month having been side-
lined with a hamstring
injury, scored the hosts’
opening two goals before
assisting Troy Deeney for
the third.

“The most import-
ant thing is congratula-
tions to Watford, well
deserved,” said Klopp.
“The first half there were
football things that didn't
work out for us and
overall we didn’'t create
enough and that’s what
leads to a defeat. But it's
just one football game
and we have to admit
that Watford was the bet-
ter team.”

Asked if he cared that
Liverpool could no lon-
ger emulate Arsenal’s
Invincibles of 2004, or
indeed match or better
their 49-game unbeaten
run in the league, Klopp

said: “Not really, because
[ don't think you can
break records because
you want to break re-
cords. You break records
because you are 100%
focused on each step.

“It was clear that at
some time we would lose
a game. We didn't wait
for it but it was clear that
it would happen. Tonight
it happened. I see it rath-
er positive. Because from
now on we can play free
football again. We don’t
have to defend or try to
get the record we just can
try to win football games
again.”

Liverpool, who pro-
duced only one shot on
target and defensively
were poor, are still well
on course to win the title
given they sit 22 points
clear of Manchester City
- albeit having played a
game more - and require
only 12 points from their
last 10 fixtures to be
crowned champions for
the first time since 1990.
Their next league game is
at home to Bournemouth
on Saturday, while they
visit Chelsea in the FA
Cup on Tuesday.

For Watford, the pri-
ority is avoiding relega-
tion and they will feel
that is more than pos-
sible after this win, not
only because of who it
came against but also be-
cause it lifts them out of
the bottom three, albeit
on goal difference.

“To beat the best club
side in the world is testa-
ment to how we played,”
said Pearson, for whom
the only negative of this
game was the knee inju-
ry sustained in the first
half by Gerard Deulo-
feu, which required him
to go to hospital and is
likely to keep him out
of action for some time.
“It's very satisfying but
it’s just one game. We've
got 10 games left and we
have got to try to emulate
what we have done today
in terms of performance.”

Nice to see Virat making errors
under pressure, says Trent Boult

CHRISTCHURCH, MAR 1
(PTI): Forcing a world
class batsman like Virat
Kohli make errors after
piling pressure on him
was extremely satisfy-
ing, senior New Zealand
pacer Trent Boult said
on Sunday after his side
took control of the sec-
ond Test here.

Boult had figures of
3 for 12 as India were
reduced to 90 for six in
their second innings for
an overall lead of 97 runs
at the end of the second

day.

The  hosts  have
successfully kept the
dangerous Kohli quiet

throughout the Test se-
ries, as the India skipper
failed to reach even 20
runs in the four com-
pleted innings.

“He (Kohli) is one of
the best players in the
world, no doubt about
that,” Boult said, when
asked about the secret
of keeping Kohli under
check.

He said his team’s
strategy was to put pres-
sure on Kohli by limiting
the boundary balls.

“Obviously, he is
a big player for them
and we just tried to put
enough pressure on
him, keep him quiet and
soak up those boundary
balls, and it was nice to
see him make a few er-
rors. We were lucky to
get two that lined up
and hit him on the pads

nicely and it was a good
feeling to see the back of
him.”

Boult also seemed
sympathetic with the
Indian batting line-up’s
woes against moving de-
liveries.

“Probably, they are
used to playing on low
and slow pitches in India
and it took time for them
to get adjusted. Just like
if I bowl in India, it will
be foreign conditions for
me,” Boult said.

The 30-year-old said
that conditions were fa-
vourable for seam bowl-
ing and he didn't mind
that the ball moved
around through and
through, which resulted
in 16 wickets falling on
the second day.

“Sixteen wickets, 1
am not sure if that’s up
there with a record in
Test cricket in terms of
day two but the bowlers
obviously pitched the
ball up nicely and got
rewards. Seeing the ball
move around like it did,
I feel we are in a decent
position,” he said.

He said it augurs well
for the team that the en-
tire bowling department
was contributing.

“We are all enjoying
hunting out there as a
pack, getting the ball
to move around. I think
the bowling unit is very
clear about how they
are trying to target the
opposition.

Real Madrid embattled before clasico
but Barcelona are barely better

SID LOWE

LONDON, 01 MAR
[THEGUARDIAN]: The
Manchester City fans

high in the north-east
stand of the Bernabéu
who belted out Blue
Moon weren't the only
ones who had enjoyed
watching Real Madrid
lose on Wednesday night.
For Barcelona support-
ers, any defeat for their
rivals is to be celebrated
and all the more so if it
is inflicted by Pep Guar-
diola, but this carried
still greater significance,
bringing a surge of hope.
As City fans sang in the
stadium, 370 miles away
Sport prepared its front
page. The picture showed
the manager pointing, by
the headline: “Pep, you
show us the way.”

Four days later Bar-
celona follow City into
the same arena seeking
the same outcome. From
Guardiola to Lionel Mes-
si, it is the stuff of night-
mares for Madrid. Their
vulnerability  suddenly
exposed, there were les-
sons for others to learn.
Sport hoped so, certainly,
and was not alone. Be-
low the City fans, sitting
in a glass-fronted box
was Quique Setién and
the Barcelona manager’s
assistant, Eder Sarabia,
working towards their
first clasico.

At the end they head-
ed to their hotel. A few
kilometres north up the
Castellana, the hotel
stands where Madrid’s
former training ground
once did and towers
over the city. It is where
Barcelona stay; it is also
where City stayed. Setién
and Guardiola do not
only share a footballing

philosophy. In the late
summer, Setién spent
time in the UK and visit-
ed Guardiola, attending
the Etihad for the draw
with Spurs in August.
Late on Wednesday they
shared a glass of wine
and a long conversation.
Setién and Sarabia flew
back the next afternoon,
armed with additional
insight on their oppo-
nents.

There is much to
analyse, not least what
has happened to Madrid
over the last month. They
have won one of their
last five games. They
were knocked out of the
Copa del Rey by Real So-
ciedad, conceding four
at the Bernabéu, while a
draw against Celta and
a defeat at Levante last
weekend produced a
five-point swing in seven
days and let Barcelona
go two points clear. After
defeat at Levante Zine-
dine Zidane said: “Our
season is at stake this
week” - first City, then
Barcelona. It was a time
for “tios”, Sergio Ramos
said: blokes, real men.
Madrid had to “thump a
fist on the desk”.
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“The hour of truth
has come,” Ramos added,
but the truth hurt. With
Setién watching, City
beat them, the first part
of the season at stake
slipping away. Guardio-
la, whistled throughout,
won at the Bernabéu for
the sixth time. And now
comes Messi. “If foot-
ball was a religion, Mes-
si would be our God,
Martin Braithwaite, the
emergency signing from
Leganés, said. For Ma-
drid the Argentinian is
the antichrist, the player
who has done them more
damage than anyone else
ever.

At a time such as this,
too. The memory of this
time last season already
lingered; now it is on
their minds even more. A
year ago Madrid lost it all
in eight Bernabéu days,
their season over three
months early: knocked
out of the cup by Barce-
lona and the Champions
League by Ajax, they lost
the clasico 1-0, extin-
guishing any hope in the
league. It was a signifi-
cant exaggeration when
Marca called memories
of that a “psychosis” on

Monday; it was less of
one by Thursday.

The solidity and reli-
ability that had defined
Madrid, unbeaten in 15
league games until going
to Levante, gave way to a
vulnerability that is even
more of a problem con-
sidering how few goals
they are scoring: Karim
Benzema has two in 13
games, Gareth Bale has
three in 25, Luka Jovic
two in 23, Vinicius three
in 37. Eden Hazard, in-
jured against Levante,
will miss two months.
On the same day Messi
scored four and Barcelo-
na fans discovered that

Braithwaite might be
useful after all.
Barcelona have

scored 16 goals more
in the league alone. The
Bernabéu, where Jorge
Valdano said oppo-
nents routinely suffered
“strange fright”, is now
a place where Ramos
admits “the lack of tran-
quillity the fans have
reaches players too”.
Madrid have won only
nine of 17 home games
this season.

Nor is it only this
season. Barcelona have

won their last four
league visits, eight of
their last 11 trips in all
competitions. That run
includes a 6-2, a 2-0,
a 3-0, a 3-1 and a 4-0.
Add another defeat and
Madrid would be five
points behind, plus the
head-to-head record,
with 12 games to go. As
for Setién, this may be
his first clasico but he
has been to the Bernabéu
three times and not lost,
winning his last two vis-
its with Betis.

All of this is being re-
membered now, thrown
into the mental mix.
Barcelona are presented
with an opportunity to
deliver a potentially de-
cisive blow. Madrid are
presented with an obliga-
tion, Marca calling this is
a clasico “with no safety
net”. Madrid cannot lose,
just as they could not
lose on Wednesday. “Af-
ter a hard night I see two
options: we can think
about yesterday’s defeat
or work towards tomor-
row’s victory” Ramos
wrote on social media.
“I chose the latter. Head
and heart immersed in
the clasico as of now.”

“White panic,”
cheered the cover of El
Mundo Deportivo. “Pan-
ic at the white house,’
declared Sport, gleeful-
ly. Pride before a fall is
a lesson they stubborn-
ly refuse to learn and
that euphoria had not
been there the day be-
fore. City’s win brought
a wave of optimism not
provided by Barcelona’s
own performance, a 1-1
draw at Napoli. The lead-
ers, too, have their prob-
lems, more even than
their rivals. It is not as

if they are reliable, still
adapting to new methods
having sacked a coach
mid-season for the first
time in 17 years.

These are old teams
- a dozen over-30s be-
tween them - and at Bar-
celona the division be-
tween board and squad
runs deep, the institu-
tional crisis, too. “The
team has propped up the
club,” Gerard Piqué said.
Doing so now is harder
than ever. Piqué will play
despite an ankle prob-
lem but Jordi Alba, Sergi
Roberto, Luis Suarez and
Ousmane Dembélé are
out, leaving Barcelona
with 16 first-team foot-
ballers; in the second leg
against Napoli, it will be
13. “That’s the planning,
unfortunately,”  Sergio
Busquets said, pointedly.

Messi admitted that
at the moment Barcelo-
na are not good enough
to win the Champions
League, where they have
won two of their last 10
knockout games away.
Wednesday posed the
question of whether
Madrid are either. For
now the issue is more
immediate: are they
good enough to win the
clasico? If “good” is the
word. This is supposed
to be the greatest game
there is but neither team
seems to fit that bill now.
On Thursday night two
radio shows ran the same
debate. Not: “Who comes
into the clasico in the
better shape?” but “Who
comes into the clasico in
the worse shape?” Sun-
day’s meeting, Valdano
suggested, is like a race
between two injured
men limping towards the
finish line.

Birhanu wins for second year run-
ning at virus-hit Tokyo marathon

Tokyo, MAR 1 (AFP):
Birhanu Legese of Ethi-
opia won the virus-hit

Tokyo marathon re-
duced from a mass
participation event
of 38,000 runners to
just elite athletes on
Sunday because of the
COVID-19 outbreak.
The which

doubled up as an trial

race,

for Japanese athletes
hoping to run in their
home Tokyo Olympics
later this year, was
limited to 200 partici-
pants including wheel-
chair racers.

his
second successive To-

Legese won

kyo marathon in 2hr
4min 15sec with Lonah
Chemtai Salpeter of Is-
rael winning the wom-
en’s event in 2:17.45.
The

thon is one of the big-

Tokyo mara-

gest sporting events to
be affected by the coro-
navirus in Japan, with

the Olympic Games

opening ceremony less

than five months away.

Last week, the In-
ternational Tennis
Federation said Ja-
pan’s home Davis Cup
tie against Ecuador
in Miki next weekend
will be played behind
closed doors.

The Japanese Foot-

ball Association has

postponed all top-
flight J-League matches
until March 15.

The

al Olympic

Internation-
Commit-
tee said last week it
was “fully committed”
to holding the 2020
Games in Tokyo as
planned, despite the
widening new corona-
virus outbreak.

The viral outbreak
across Japan and doz-
ens of other countries
fuelled concerns
the
Games, which open on

has
about Summer
July 24, after sports
events were postponed
or cancelled.

Japanese Prime
Shinzo Abe
stepped up national

Minister

measures to contain
the virus, calling on or-
ganisers of large events
to consider cancelling
or delaying them.

Disruption caused
by the virus has affect-
ed Olympic qualifying
in several sports, in-
cluding football, box-
ing, badminton, hand-
ball and wrestling and
sailing.

Tokyo’s Olympic or-
ganisers have repeat-
edly said they are fo-
cused on holding a safe
Olympics and Paralym-
pics with the 10C’s full
backing.

Djokovic eyes new win streak after capturing 79th career title

DuBAl, MAR 1 (AFP):
Novak Djokovic set his
sights on another mara-
thon run of invincibility
after capturing his 79th
career title.

The world number one
claimed the Dubai Cham-
pionships for the fifth
time, defeating Stefanos
Tsitsipas 6-3, 6-4 in the
final on Saturday.

Djokovic is now on
an 18-0 winning run this
season, and 21-0 over-
all since late 2019, as he
ended an eight-match
win streak for his Greek
opponent, champion last
weekend in Marseille.

Djokovic claimed his
third trophy of 2020 af-
ter helping Serbia to the
ATP Cup and winning an
eighth Australian Open.

It is the seventh time
that the 32-year-old
Djokovic has won more
than 20 matches on the
trot.

His record is 43 set
in 2010 and 2011 with a
run of 28 his next best,
achieved on two occa-
sions in 2013-14 and
2015.

“This has been one
of the best starts of all
seasons ['ve had. I feel
great on the court,” said
Djokovic.

“'m just grateful
that I'm playing well,
feeling well. I've won
many matches now in a
row. I'll try to keep that
run going.”

Next up for Djokovic
will be the season’s first
Masters events, back-to-
back hard court assign-
ments at Indian Wells
and Miami.

After that will be

European clay and an
eventual assault on a
second French Open ti-
tle and 18th major.

“Motivation is never
lacking. Of course, I get
inspired by the goals
that I set. That's why 1
compete.

“The season has
started in a most per-
fect way possible. I am
aware of the fact that
most of the matches
that I'm going to play,
the players will not have
much to lose.

“They will go out
and try stop the streak.”
Saturday’s victory,
achieved in less than
90 minutes, also saw
the Serbian awarded a
“golden visa” by the UAE
government.

The honour bestows
a decade of residency in
the tax-free emirate.

“Dubai has been a
very important city in
my career not just be-
cause of the tourna-
ment but because I've
been actually coming
as a tourist here and
using this as a base for
pre-season training,” he
said.

- ‘DON'T
MUCH’ -

Tsitsipas lost his
second straight final in
Dubai after going down
to Roger Federer a year
ago.

“It was close in both
sets,” added Djokovic. “A
few points decided it.
I'm most proud of my
consistency this week,
especially on shots from
the baseline.”

The top seed pro-
duced a straightfor-
ward win after a close-
call semi-final where
he saved three match
points against Gael
Monfils.

“l was just a point
from going out, I might
not have been here/
the winner said. “But
it shows how quickly
things can turn.”

Djokovic broke for
5-3 in the opening set
and served it out mo-
ments later.

The second set was
slightly tighter, with the
Serbian losing a break
as Tsitsipas levelled at
3-all.

But Djokovic came
through again with a

FEEL

break for 5-4 as his op-
ponent hit the net.

A game later, Djokov-
ic was lifting another tro-
phy as he found the cor-
ner with a winner.

Djokovic will stay
number one in the ATP
rankings on Monday to
start a 280th week atop
the table.

He was playing the
final in Dubai for a sixth
time in 11 appearances.
It was, however, his first
final at the tournament
since 2015 when he lost
to Federer.

Coming into the
championship  match,
the 21-year-old Tsitsip-
as had lost just one set
this week.

“It (defeat) hap-
pened again (in a final
here),” said Tsitsipas,
the winner of the ATP
Finals in November.
“But it’'s all a learning
experience.

“It's been a tiring
week, that’s all I can say.
[ don’t really feel much
honestly. 1 felt happier
last year when I made the
finals. But I'm proud of
myself because I showed
good discipline.
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Slovakia
election:
seismic shift
as public
anger ousts
dominant
Smer-SD party

BRrATISLAVA, 01 MAR
[AFP]: Slovak voters
have handed a resound-
ing victory to the cen-
tre-right, anti-graft OLa-
NO opposition party in an
election dominated by an
angry backlash over the
2018 murder of a journal-
ist investigating corrup-
tion in the eurozone state.

Having vowed to im-
mediately push through
anti-corruption measures
should he win office, the
OLaNO party leader, Igor
Matovic, galvanised voter
outrage over the murder
of Jan Kuciak and his fi-
ancee and the high-level
graft their deaths exposed.

“We will try to cre-
ate the best government
Slovakia has ever had,
with the help of the other
leaders of the democratic
opposition,” Matovic told
journalists as he claimed
victory after the exit poll
results were announced

for Saturday’s general
election.
“It was the death of Jan

Kuciak and Martina Kus-
nirova that woke up Slova-
kia,” he added.

Outgoing prime min-
ister Peter Pellegrini con-
ceded defeat as partial
official results showed
OLaNO outpacing his pop-
ulist-left Smer-SD by six
percentage points. Smer-
SD has won big in every
election since 2006, and in
2016 it claimed 28.3% of
the vote.

“Congratulations
to the election winner,
good health, good luck,
Pellegrini told Matovic,
adding: “He has good
marketing, but we will be
interested in how he will
handle his office.”

OLaNO took 24.87% of
the vote ahead of 18.73%
for Smer-SD party, while
the conservative We Are
Family scored 8.34%, the
liberal Freedom and Sol-
idarity (SaS) won 5.67%
and the fellow liberal “For
the People” of ex-presi-
dent Andrej Kiska mus-
tered 5.43% of the vote,
according to returns from
82.76% of polling stations.

The result suggests
Smer-SD lacks obvious co-
alition partners, as it has
ruled out teaming up with
the far-right Our Slovakia
LSNS party, which scored
8.27% support.

When asked by jour-
nalists about a possible
coalition with OLaNO, Pel-
legrini quipped “never say
never”.

“But you have to put
this question to Igor Ma-
tovic whether he would be
willing to do so or not,” he
added.

Matovic told reporters
thathe had agreed via tele-
phone to meet with presi-
dent Zuzana Caputova on
“Monday or Tuesday” and
that he would begin talks
with leaders of other op-
position parties that make
it into parliament on Sun-
day.

Analysts have indicat-
ed that OLaNO will have
the option of considering
several opposition parties
for a coalition.

“There is a chance that
this new government will
last until the end of its
term,” said Slovakia an-
alyst Tomas Koziak, the
rector of the University of
Political Sciences based in
Kutna Hora, Czech Repub-
lic.

“These parties have
been in opposition for a
very long time, therefore

Peace, but not at our cost: Afghan

womnmen

KaBuL, MAR 1 (AFP):
As US troops prepare to
leave Afghanistan, open-
ing the door for a poten-
tial Taliban comeback,
women across the war-
torn country are nervous
about losing their hard-
won freedoms in the pur-
suit of peace.

The militants were
in power for around five
years until the US inva-
sion of 2001. They ruled
Afghanistan with an iron
fist that turned women
into virtual prisoners
under a strict interpreta-
tion of sharia law.

The Taliban's fall
transformed  women'’s
lives, much more so in
urban areas like Kabul
than in conservative ru-
ral Afghanistan.

But across the coun-
try, women remain wary
of the insurgents, des-
perate to see an end to
the violence, but fearful

of paying a heavy price.
Under the Taliban,
women were barred

from seeking education
or work -- rights that Af-
ghan female profession-
als are fiercely protective
of today.

In the western city of
Herat, saleswoman Se-
tara Akrimi, 32, told AFP:
“I will be very happy if
peace comes and the Tal-
iban stop Kkilling our peo-
ple” “But if the

Taliban come back
to power... with their old
mentality, it is a matter

o
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of concern for me,” the
divorced mother of three
added.

“If they tell me to sit
athome, I will not be able
to support my family,
she said.

“There are thousands
of women like me in Af-
ghanistan, we are all
worried.”

Akrimi’s anxieties are
echoed by Kabul-based
veterinarian Tahera
Rezai, who believes “the
arrival of the Taliban will
affect women’s right to
work, freedom and inde-
pendence”.

“There has been no
change in their mentali-
ty,” the 30-year-old told
AFP.

Passionate about her
career, Rezai said she
was pessimistic about
her prospects if the in-
surgents return to gov-
ernment, even in a trun-
cated capacity.

“Looking at their his-
tory, I feel less hopeful... I

i
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believe the situation will
get harder for working
women like me,” she said.

In the run-up to the
US deal, the militants
made a vague commit-
ment to respect women’s
rights in line with “Is-
lamic values”, prompting
warnings from activists
that the pledge was mere
lip service and open to
broad interpretation.

The Taliban control
large swathes of Afghan-
istan and while they now
allow girls to attend pri-
mary school in some ar-
eas, occasional reports
of floggings and even the
public stoning of wom-
en persist, fuelling fears
they will turn back the
clock if they return to
power.

Many ordinary Af-
ghans are struggling to
balance their desire for
peace with their dread of
the insurgents.

“Every family here
is grieving because they

2

have lost their children,

sons, husbands, brothers
in the war,” government
official Torpekay Shin-
wari told AFP in eastern
Nangarhar province,
which witnessed fierce
battles between the Tali-
ban and the Islamic State
group’s Afghanistan affil-
iate.

The 46-year-old
said she was praying for
peace, but was increas-
ingly concerned that
“women would be looked
upon as the second sex
and suppressed” if the
militants gain ground.

But in Kandahar, the
birthplace of the Taliban,
schoolgirl Parwana Hus-
saini struck a rare opti-
mistic note.

“I am not worried.
Who are the Taliban?
They are our brothers,”
the 17-year-old told AFP.

“We are all Afghans
and want peace.”

Furthermore, she
added: “The young gen-

fear Taliban return
= B g 3 lw

eration has changed, and
will not allow the Taliban
to enforce their old ideol-
ogy upon us.”

For those who bore
the brunt of the insur-
gents’ merciless rule,
however, there is little
doubt that a Taliban
comeback will bring
anything other than a re-
peat of “dark and painful
memories”.

Factory worker Uzra,
from the mainly Shiite
Hazara ethnic minority,
sobbed as she recounted
life as a young mother,
alone at home with her
children when the Sun-
ni-fundamentalist  Tali-
ban arrived in her village.

“I still vividly remem-
ber the day.. They mas-
sacred all the men, and
then came to my house,”
the 40-year-old said, too
frightened to give her full
name.

The militants threat-
ened to behead her then
three-year-old daughter,
she told AFP from her
home in central Bamiyan
province.

The family survived
and fled to Pakistan, but
her husband was dis-
abled and traumatised
by the brutal beatings he
suffered.

“To this day; when theword
‘Taliban’ comes up, he starts cry-
ing’shesaid.

“Everybody  wants
peace, but not if the Tal-
iban returns. I don’t want
this so-called peace.

Coronavirus time bomb: America’s uninsured and brutal work culture

WASHINGTON, MAR 1
(AFP): Like many Amer-
icans, bartender Danja-
le Williams is worried
about the growing threat
of the novel coronavirus.
What makes the 22-year-
old in Washington even
more frightened: The
thought of medical bills
she just can’t afford, as
one of almost 27.5 mil-
lion people in the United
States who don't have
health insurance.

“I definitely would
second guess before go-
ing to the doctor, because
the doctor’s bill is crazy,”
she said. “If it did come
down to that, I don’t have
enough savings to keep
me healthy” As the vi-
rus begins spreading in
the west of the country,
where the first death was
reported Saturday, public
health experts warned
the US has several char-
acteristics unique among
wealthy nations that
make it vulnerable.

These include a large
and growing population
without medical insur-
ance, the 11 million or so
undocumented migrants
afraid to come into con-
tact with authorities, and

a culture of “powering
through” when sick for
fear of losing one’s job.

“These are all things
that can perpetuate the
spread of a virus,” said
Brandon Brown, an epi-
demiologist at UC River-
side.

The number of Amer-
icans without health
insurance began falling
from a high of 46.7 mil-
lionin 2010 following the
passage of Obamacare
(the Affordable Care Act),
but has risen again over
the past two years.

The current figure is
about 8.5 percent of the
population.

Public health experts
often worry about the
destructive potential of a
pandemic in poorer parts
of the world like sub-Sa-
haran Africa or South
Asia.

These pover-
ty-plagued regions have
hospitals that are ill-
equipped to stop the
spread of infectious dis-
eases, or to adequately
care for patients need-
ing breathing assistance,
which the most severe
cases of COVID-19 re-
quire.

By contrast, the US
has some of the world’s
best hospitals and med-
ical staff, but those not
lucky enough to have
good insurance through
their employer, and not
poor enough to qualify
for state insurance, often
opt out of the system en-
tirely.

A routine doctor’s
visit can run into hun-
dreds of dollars for those
without coverage.

“I think that it's pos-
sible if this has the sus-
tained spread, that might
highlight some of those
health care disparities
that we already know
about and are trying to
work on, but haven't fig-
ured out a way to solve,”
said Brian Garibaldi, the
medical director of Johns
Hopkins Hospital’s bio-
containment unit.

That’s not to say un-
insured people have no
recourse if they fall seri-
ously ill.

US law requires that
people who are truly sick
get the care they need,
regardless of ability to
pay.

Abigail Hansmeyer, a
Minnesota resident who

their top politicians are
thirsty for power. Power is
the strongest glue,” Ko-
ziak told AFP.

Caputova told re-
porters earlier on Satur-
day she would consider
the “coalition potential”
of party leaders when
deciding who to task
with creating a govern-
ment.

Allegedly a hit or-
dered by a businessman
with connections to pol-
iticians, the killings of
Kuciak and Kusnirova
have become a lightning
rod for public outrage at
graft in public life.

“Change is much
needed here,” said Dan-
iela Jonasova, a 35-year-
old office clerk, who told

AFP she voted for OLaNO
at a Bratislava polling sta-
tion.

According to Bratisla-
va-based political analyst
Radoslav Stefancik, “the
election is primarily
about the desire for de-
cency in politics. Instead
of protesting against the
ruling Smer-SD party on
the streets, people will
do so in polling stations.”

The double murder
triggered the largest an-
ti-government protests
since communist times
and toppled Robert Fico
as prime minister, with
his party colleague Peter
Pellegrini taking up the
reins.

It also propelled Ca-
putova, a liberal lawyer

and anti-graft activist,
out of nowhere to win last
year’s presidential race in
the country of 5.4 million
people.

Analysts suggest that
OLaNO leader Matovic, a
46-year-old media-sav-
vy MP but unpredictable
politician, will become
prime minister if he man-
ages to unify the splin-
tered opposition.

An eccentric self-
made millionaire and
former media boss, Ma-
tovic set up “Ordinary
People and Independent
Personalities - OLaNO”
a decade ago, but after
winning seats in parlia-
ment, several MPs left
the caucus due to in-
fighting.

along with her husband
is uninsured, said that if
she did fall ill, “we may
seek out the emergency
room for treatment.”

But being treated
doesn't mean the visit
was free and the unin-
sured can be lumped
with huge bills after.

“So we have to very
carefully consider costs
in every situation,” the
29-year-old said.

One of the key mes-
sages the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC) has put out
about the coronavirus is
to stay home if you have
mild respiratory symp-
toms, except to go to the
doctor once you have

called in and if they think
you need to.

“But a lot of people,
depending on their jobs,
their position and their
privilege, are not able to
do that,” said Brown.

The US is alone
among advanced coun-
tries in not offering any
federally mandated paid
sick leave.

Though private com-
panies offer an average of
eight days per year, only 30
percent of the lowest paid
workers are able to earn
sick days, according to the
Economic Policy Institute.

For many of these
people, missing even a
day’s work can make a
painful financial dent.

[srael in limbo as weary voters
go to polls for third time in year

OLIVER HOLMES

JERUSALEM, 01 MAR
[THEGUARDIAN]: Israelis
are due to vote on Mon-
day in the country’s third
election in 12 months,
with many worried the
result will be just as in-
conclusive as previous
rounds, extending a pain-
ful political stalemate
deep into 2020.

After two failed at-
tempts to form a govern-
ment, the country has
been plunged into limbo,
run by an interim admin-
istration without powers
to pass significant legis-
lation or even a budget.

Prime minister Benja-
min Netanyahu is - once
again - facing off against
his former army chief of
staff, Benny Gantz. Polls
still suggest that neither
side will have enough
seats in Israel’s parlia-
ment, the Knesset, to end
the crisis. The country
may be dragged into yet
another months-long elec-
tion cycle.

While politicians bick-
er, Israel has remained
on autopilot, and the sta-
sis has already affected
state-funded projects, not
only building roads and
classrooms, but also vital
charity work.

Lior Finkel Perl, who
heads an umbrella or-
ganisation for non-profit
organisations (NGOs), the
Israeli Civic Leadership
Association, said the lack
of a 2020 budget meant
that no new government
contracts had been hand-
ed out, while ongoing
projects were also facing
severe delays in getting
funds, even cancelling
some services due to the
unpredictability.

“Basically, what hap-
pened is a lot of services
that are very important
are either being reduced
or are being cut,” she said.
“You can see it in differ-
ent organisations that
are dealing with import-
ant issues: those that are
helping people in need;
shelters for women who
suffer from violence; or-
ganisations that are doing
extra-curricular activities
after school”

The biggest issue, she
said, was that NGOs could
not plan ahead as it was
not clear when the politi-
cal crisis would end. “It’s a
lost year”

In one extreme case,
11,000 low-income fami-
lies across Israel were told
at the end of last year that
they would stop receiving
monthly coupons worth
500 shekels (around
£112) for fruit and vege-
tables and other food, ac-
cording to Avi Dabush, ex-
ecutive director of Rabbis
for Human Rights, an or-
ganisation that helps run
the project.While Israel’s
economy remains strong,
there are also growing
concerns that ifthere is no
concrete result this time,
the country could see a
dent in growth, and a larg-
er-than-expected budget
deficit could swell.

Professor Avi Weiss,
an economist and presi-
dent of the Taub Center for
Social Policy Studies in Is-
rael, said the simple act of
holding election after elec-
tion also had a downside.
Each one costs hundreds
of millions of shekels to
run, and in Israel, voting
days are a national holi-
day, shutting down pro-
duction.

“There is really no
reason it should be a hol-
iday, especially when you
are doing it three times a
year;” he said. “It would be
nice if this would come to
an end at some point.”

Meanwhile, new con-
struction projects have
been put on hold. Jewish
religious seminaries, or
Yeshivas, are also due to
run out of money in sev-
eral months, which could
deeply affect the wel-
fare-dependent religious
community.

Gideon Rahat, a po-
litical science professor
at the Hebrew University
of Jerusalem and senior
fellow at the Israel
Democracy Institute,
said the repeat elec-
tions also presented
a more fundamental
problem - they were
beginning to test the
very foundations of the
entire Israeli political
system. The logic of the
parliamentary model, he
said, was based on the
presumption that politi-
cians would not volun-
tarily oust themselves
after winning a gruelling
election. Instead - and
as usually happens -
enough of them back a
candidate, who then be-
comes prime minister.
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. Los ANGELES, MAR 1 (PTI):
. It's a wrap for “The Suicide
. Squad”, writer-director James
* Gunn has announced.
*In an emotional Instagram
post, the filmmaker said he
shot for the film during a
“hard” yet “most fulfilling”
time in his personal life.

“And that’s a wrap on #The-
SuicideSquad,” Gunn wrote.

“My father died two weeks
before we started filming and
my dog died two weeks before
the end. It was a hard, hard
time in my life and yet the most
fulfilling time I've ever had
making a movie. The profes-
sionalism, talent, compassion
and kindness of this cast and
crew inspired me every day,’
he continued.

The filmmaker thanked ev-
eryone involved in the film.

“I am grateful from the bot-

added.

tom of my heart for you all. You are why [ make movies,” he

The film will see Margot Robbie return as Harley Quinn,

James Gunn announces wrap on The Suicide Squad’

The project, being branded as a relaunch, will also mark

Gunn’s reunion with his “Guardian of the Galaxy” stars Mi-

chael Rooker and his brother Sean Gunn.
The 2016 original “Suicide Squad”, directed by David Ayer

Viola Davis as Squad mastermind Amanda Waller, Jai Court-

ney as Captain Boomerang, and Joel Kinnaman as Rick Flag.
They will be joined by newcomers Idris Elba, John Cena,

Nathan Fillion, Peter Capaldi, David Dastmalchian, Taika

and featuring the likes of Will Smith, Robbie and Davis, was
met with poor reviews but managed to become a global box
office hit.

DENIM DUO! Joe Jonas & Sophie Turner,
the singer and Game of Thrones actress,
step out for smoothies on a sunny
afternoon in Los Angeles.

by ‘Stranger Things’ fans

THE HAGUE, MAR 1 (PTI): Child star Finn
Wolfhard has revealed that he was stalked
by “Stranger Things” fans when he was
barely 13.

The actor, now 17 years old, who plays
Mike Wheeler in the hit Netflix sci-fi drama,
recalled being “followed” home by adult
fans for a selfie, soon after the first season
of the show premiered.

“When I was 13, some adults followed
me back to my condo when I was shooting
‘It’. ‘Stranger Things’ had just come out, and
I was by myself. As I walked faster, they
walked faster, and I was getting a bit antsy
by the time I got to the door.

“Suddenly, they were like, ‘Hey, dude,
can we get a selfie?” And I was like, ‘No you
can’t have a selfie! How about don’t follow
children?”” Wolfhard told Mastermind mag-
azine.

According to the actor, the stalking
wasn't restricted to being followed while on
the way home.

“I also had my taxi followed and, out of
the taxi, the person continued to be pretty re-
lentless,” he added. Wolfhard said he even had

“I've had to stop shows because people
were getting crushed, and Ryan Reynolds al-
most got injured in Brazil when he went to

to stop performing live with his band, The Au-
breys, as people were “getting crushed” thanks

to overexcited fans. He was also the frontman

for Calpurnia before they split last year.

the barricade. It was lucky that the hundred
people who fell over it weren’t hurt,” he said.

The actor will next be seen in “Ghost-
busters: Afterlife”.

Waititi and Pete Davidson.

The film will release in August 2021.

always knew action was his calling.

to this level.

interview.

di”.

suits his personality.

stunts.

MumMBAIL, MAR 1 (PTI): Action-packed films are director Ro-

hit Shetty’s forte and the filmmaker says he is proud that his

name is synonymous with high-octane stunt-laden movies.
Rohit, son of legendary stuntman-actor M B Shetty, said he

“My father was doing it. My mother and I knew, I will also
do it. I started at the age of 16,  am 45 today. Stunts and action
have become my identity now. I never thought it would go up

“I am happy and proud about it. The only thing is even if
others are doing action today, people say, it is ‘Rohit Shetty’
style. That makes me happy and proud,” Rohit told PTI in an

The director, best known for actioners such as “Singham”
series, “Simmba”, and action-comedies like “Golmaal” films,
“All The Best: Fun Begins” and “Chennai Express”, currently
hosts action-adventure show “Fear Factor: Khatron Ke Khila-

Rohit said the Colors TV reality series, shot in Bulgaria,

“When I do a show like this it looks real as people relate it
with me. It works for me as well. I enjoy it and look forward
to it. Every year has been great. The action is great. | had ex-
plored Bulgaria in ‘Dilwale’ so I know the team and it became
a bit easier to design the stunts this time,” he added.

For the director, safety is the top priority while doing

“There is a lot of calculation that goes into designing a

with experience. It

Proud to he known for action films: Rohit Shetty
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stunt. You need to be calm and calculative, and that comes

is very important to be prepared both

mentally and physically. We train ourselves physically but

On the direction

and Katrina Kaif.

mental strength is more important,” he said.

front, Rohit’s next directorial venture is

the much-awaited “Sooryavanshi”, featuring Akshay Kumar

This is the third film in the filmmaker’s cop universe,
which will also see Ajay Devgn as Singham and Ranveer Singh

as Simmba in special appearances.

“Sooryavanshi” is slated to be released on March 24.

Lady Gaga has ‘completely
quir smoking

rettes” a day was a “brutal” experience.

worse.

hard,” Gaga told Lowe.

ful,” she added.

Los ANGELES, MAR 1 (PTI): Pop star Lady
Gaga has confessed that she has quit smok-
ing and that going off her usual “40 ciga-

The singer, who was in conversation
with Zane Lowe for Apple Music’s New Mu-
sic Daily, appealed to her fans to steer clear
of smoking as she believes quitting was

“'m not smoking anymore, but I'd
smoke 40 cigarettes all day long. I swear on
my life I'm not smoking cigarettes. I com-
pletely quit - I quit cold turkey. But it was so

“If you don’t smoke, don’'t smoke! Be-
cause quitting is worse. It is so brutal. And
[ will never smoke again because I think I
saw Jesus for an entire week. It was so aw-

Last week, Gaga came out with the first
single “Stupid Love”, off her highly-antici-
pated sixth studio album. The release date
and title of the LP are yet to be announced.

She Isn’'t in a Rush to

When it comes to being with Alex Ro-
driguez, Jennifer Lopez is in it for the
long haul.

Last March, the retired profes-
sional baseball player got down on
one knee and proposed to J.Lo in a
romantic beach-side setting. Just like
that, the two lovebirds were engaged!
However, the Hustlers actress recent-
ly made it clear that she’s not in any
“rush” to walk down the aisle.

On Saturday, the 50-year-old icon
sat down with Oprah during her 2020
Vision: Your Life in Focus Tour in Los
Angeles. During her panel, Lopez
opened up about her special relation-
ship with Rodriguez, how she intro-
duced her two kids to him and her
not-so-planned out wedding.

When asked if it matters when she
marries Alex, ].Lo simply responded,
“No, no... it doesn’t.”

The Special Reason Jennifer Lopez Says

Marry Alex Rodriguez

“It's so funny because when we
first got engaged I was like, ‘Oo00,
we’re gonna get married in a couple
months?!” You're old thinking comes
right back, all that hopeless roman-
tic [stuff] that made me get married
three times,” she shared, laughing.

“He’s like, ‘Whatever you want to
do, we can talk about it. [ said, ‘But if
we’re going to be together for the rest
of our lives, what is the rush,” she ex-
plained. “If that's what we'’re really
going to do, if we're really going to be
partners.”

She added, “If we're really going to
try to build something together that
we both never had or both never felt
like we had—which was a family with
a husband and a wife, and a moth-
er and a father—and we embrace all
of our children and we show them
something that we didn’t have.”

THE DAY AHEAD

ARIES: Michael Curtiz once said, “The
only things you regret are the ones you don’t
do.” Your thoughts exactly, Aries. You may
have a bad rep for being impulsive, but you
learned early that nothing worth remembering is
ever created within the comfort zone. So throw
the shoulds and musts out of the window.

Tip: Throw the rulebook out of the window.
TAURUS: There’s always more milestones
to achieve, Taurus. But how much is too
much? Where does one draw the line? Your
inner temple is calling for your attention. Put
that to-do list away for a second and intro-
spect on what it is that your soul needs to
heal from. For some of you, this may be a
time of delving deeper into the divine art by
yourself or under the guidance of a mentor.
Tip: Prioritise healing.

GEMINI: Gratitude is the process of ac-
knowledging all the good you have received,
whether tangible or intangible. But is this just
some kind of hippy-dippy practice or does it
really have the power to change your real-
ity? If the new-age gurus and the self-help
books are to be believed, the practice boosts

positive emotions, improves health, empow-
ers us to deal with adversity, and build stron-
ger relationships. But there’s nothing quite
like direct experiences, is there?

Tip: Say a prayer of gratitude for a that you
have and all that is yet to come.

CANCER: “The psyches and souls of
women also have their own cycles and
seasons of doing and solitude, running and
staying, being involved and being removed,
questing and resting, creating and incubat-
ing, being of the world and returning to the
soul-place.” A Clarissa Pinkola Estés to give
you perspective on your journey.

Tip: Retreat into your sacred space.

LEO: French essayist Joseph Joubert wrote,
“A part of kindness consists of loving peo-
ple more than they deserve.” Everybody is
perfectly imperfect. Embracing this truth
will bring about a greater degree of accep-
tance and help you open that sacred space
within your heart. Creative visualisation is
a good way to boost the process. Envision
your heart as a cup that is about to runneth
over with love and take this feeling with you

as you go out into the world.

Tip: Love, kindness and compassion.
VIRGO: Some decisions cannot be made by
tossing a coin. There is need for clarity before
you take appropriate action. But before you
clear the mental clutter, take a look at your
physical space. Have you been glorifying the
mess as ‘beautiful’ or resisting the process of
organising your stuff? Stop using work and
social obligations as a means to shun respon-
sibility and take charge

Tip: Clearing the physical clutter could be
the key to sudden revelations.

LIBRA: This is the true test of your ability,
Libra. You have done so much self-work to
reach a higher plane of existence. Giving up
now will undo all the effort you have put in.
The obstacle here is of your own creation
and the only way out is through. Let this be
a learn-by-doing situation.

Tip: Rise to the occasion with faith in your-
self and the Universe.

SCORPIO: This day isn’t so much about
taking action as it is about restoring, refuel-
ling and receiving. Get into yin mode, Scor-

pio. Trust that the ideas you are seeking will
come to you when you are replenishing your
reserves. Connecting with your creative and
spiritual side is another way to tap into your
divine feminine.

Tip: Yin before you can yang.
SAGITTARIUS: Drama with a capital D!
That’s what you get for blurring the lines be-
tween personal and professional. If there’s
anything this phase of your life is teaching
you, it’s the importance of setting boundar-
ies. Know where to place your trust, Sagit-
tarius. Not everybody is playing for Team
Nice. A good way to ground your energy is
spending time outdoors. What are the activi-
ties that replenish you?

Tip: Know where to place your trust.
CAPRICORN: This is a time to regroup
and reevaluate the game plan. Instead of
playing blame, discover the blind spots and
take corrective measures. You are the leader
here, and only you can challenge the pes-
simism of your coworkers. When you act
from a space of higher wisdom, they will be
inspired to do the same. Some of you may

be stepping into bigger shoes, which can be
exciting and intimidating all the same.

Tip: Act from a space of higher wisdom.
AQUARIUS: Sternnerg’s triarchic theory
talks about three types of intelligence: prac-
tical, creative, and analytical. What you’re
being asked to tap into is the first kind: the
ability to deal with real world environments
in a resourceful manner. Aquarius, you’re
known to be quite the hustler, so the chal-
lenges you’re faced with shouldn’t intimi-
date you at all. PS: We’re counting on you.
Tip: You are more resourceful than you give
yourself credit for.

PISCES: Being at odds with the world
just because things have not been so great
personally will prove to be counterproduc-
tive, Pisces. Your power word for the day:
reconciliation. Let bygones be bygones as
you focus on building stronger and deeper
connections with the crew. All of you want
the same things, and as long as you focus
on that, everything else will become back-
ground noise.

Tip: Focus on the highest goals.
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