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SHSC squad heads off for
Junior Youth I- League U-15

REBYNA RANA
GANGTOK, 28 APR:

he Sikkim Himalayan

Sporting Club squad
is all set to participate
in the Hero Junior Youth
I-League U-15 2018-19
scheduled to be held at
the Bidhannagar Munici-
pal Sports Complex foot-
ball ground in Kolkata.

A 24-strong SHSC
team, including two
coaches, Pranay Sub-
ba and MD Lepcha, and
manager, Sonam Dadul
Denzongpa, is scheduled
to depart Monday for the

league. This is the second
time that SHSC is partici-
pating in the league.

The Sikkim team’s
first match is sched-
uled for 03 May against
Aizawl FC, after which
they take on Maximus
Prime Sports [Delhi] on
05 May, and on 07 May
square off against Au
Rajasthan FC. The win-
ner of this group will for
the next national round.

Speaking to me-
dia-persons  here at
Guards’ Ground today,
SHSC founder, Tenzing

Lamtha, informed that
the tournament is being
hosted under the AIFF
grassroot level initiative.

“It has always been
the aim of our club to
provide platforms at
the regional and na-
tional level to talented
footballers of the State.
Our club has been fo-
cusing on grassroots
level football and give
a chance to all the tal-
ent,” he said.

SHSC had played in
second division I-League
previously, but could not

return to it in the follow-
ing seasons due to funds
constraints.

Mr Lamtha explains
that they realised that it
was difficult to sustain
the club in second divi-
sion I-League and hence
adopted another strategy
to get AIFF accreditation
which allowed the club to
play in youth and junior
level national leagues.

“This way we can
continue to send our
young footballers to
national level tourna-
ments like this u-15 Ju-

nior League,” he said.
Coach Pranay Subba

said that the team is pre-

pared well for the u-15

junior league.
“We have players
from the SHSC hostel and

also from different parts
of the State. We wanted
to give an opportuni-
ty to the best u-15 tal-
ent of our State as our
aim is to promote all of
them. Hence, we did not
select the players only
from our academy and
we expect to do well in
Kolkata,” he said.

Ukraine’s
president-elect
offers passports

to Russians

Kiev, APR 28 (AFP):
President-elect Volody-
myr Zelensky dismissed
an offer by Vladimir
Putin to provide pass-
ports to Ukrainians, and
pledged instead to grant
citizenship to Russians
who “suffer” under the
Kremlin’s rule.

The Russian presi-
dent on Saturday said
Moscow was considering
plans to make it easier
for all Ukrainians to ob-
tain Russian citizenship,
after it earlier moved to
grant passports in the
country’s separatist east.

Kiev has been fight-
ing Moscow-backed reb-
els in eastern Ukraine
since 2014 in a war that
has killed 13,000.

Zelensky, a comedi-
an who won Ukraine’s
presidential election last
week, responded to Pu-
tin’s offer by releasing a
statement on Facebook
late on Saturday.

“We know perfect-
ly well what a Russian
passport provides,” he
said, listing “the right to
be arrested for a peaceful
protest” and “the right
not to have free and com-
petitive elections.”

He pledged instead
to “give citizenship to
representatives of all
nations that suffer from
authoritarian and cor-
rupt regimes.

turn to pg02

Elated Sang Doma confident of doing
well at Femina MlSS Indla 2019

SAGAR CHHETRI
GANGTOK, 28 APR:
Sang Doma Tamang
shared her elation
over receiving the op-
portunity to represent
Sikkim at the upcoming
fbb Colors Femina Miss
India 2019. She was of-
ficially crowned Miss
India Sikkim 2019 at an
event held in Kolkata on
23 April. She will now
represent the State in
her dream event, Femi-
na Miss India 2019, to be
held in June in Mumbai.
Ms Tamang was men-
tored by Gangtok-based
event organiser, Posi-
tude, after she finished
Miss Sikkim 2018 organ-
ised by Positude in the
top-five. She took part in
the Miss India North East
round held last month at
Guwahati along with the

four other contestants
from Sikkim and was
shortlisted to represent
Sikkim at the grand fina-
le of fbb Colors Femina

Miss India 2019.

She will be leaving for a
month-long grooming ses-
sions for pageant on 07 May.

19-year-old Ms Ta-

mang is the daughter
of Ugen and Phulmaya
Tamang of Upper Shy-
ari in East Sikkim. She
completed her studies
from Deorali Girls Senior
Secondary School and is
currently pursuing grad-
uation in Education hon-
ours as a first year student
at Nar Bahadur Bhandari
Degree College, Tadong.

Speaking to media per-
sons here this afternoon,
Ms Tamang expressed her
immense happiness on
getting the opportunity to
represent the State at the
national event.

“It is a proud moment
for me to be crowned Miss
India Sikkim 2019. The
competition is going to be
even tougher from hereon
and I will give my best to
live my dream,” she shared.

turn to pg02

Battling water woes of worst kind, 5 UP villages boycott elections

ABHISHEK SHUKLA

LALITPUR (UP), APR 28
(PTI): Facing acute wa-
ter shortage throughout
the year owing to gov-
ernment apathy, voters
of five villages in the
Jhansi-Lalitpur constit-
uency of Uttar Pradesh
have threatened to boy-
cott elections on April
29. Villagers complain
that the administration
has failed to make use
of various water sourc-
es and dams present in
the region, forcing five

villages in this district to
face the worst water cri-
sis every year.

They say the situa-
tion has also triggered
migration of families to
nearby urban centres.

“The villagers of La-
laun, Gulenda, Chakra,
Kasa and Rajpur in Jhan-
si-Lalitpur constituency
have decided to boycott
the elections on April
29, Mahendra Singh, a
villager from Gulenda,
told PTI. These five vil-
lages have about 5,000

voters, he says. Singh
says villagers are often
forced to remain awake
throughout the night,
awaiting their turn to
use hand pumps to fetch
a bucket of water.
Lalitpur district
comes under the Jhan-
si-Lalitpur seat which
goes to polls on April
29. The area under the
Bundelkhand region is
prone to draughts and
poor groundwater level
as it has a predominant
granite base, which does

not allow recharging of
groundwater.

The  Bundelkhand
region in Uttar Pradesh
has four parliamentary
seats, including Jhan-
si-Lalitpur, and 19 as-
sembly constituencies.
All these seats are cur-
rently held by the ruling
BJP. Call it irony, Lalitpur
district has 13 dams
to harness seven rivers
which flow through the
region. “We have decided
not to vote in the elec-
tions. turn to pg02

As temperatures rise, pre-monsoon
rainfall records 27 pc dip: IMD

NEw DELHI, APR 28 (PTI):
Pre-monsoon rainfall
from March to April, a
phenomenon critical to
agriculture in some parts
of the country, has record-
ed 27 per cent deficiency,
according to the India Me-
teorological Department
(IMD). The IMD recorded
43.3 millimetres of rainfall
across the country from
March 1 to April 24 as
against the normal precip-
itation of 59.6 millimetres.
This was 27 per cent less
of the Long Period Aver-
age (LPA).

The highest deficiency
of 38 per centwasrecorded
in the northwest India di-
vision of the IMD, which
comprises states of Uttar

Pradesh, Delhi, Punjab,
Haryana, Jammu and
Kashmir, Uttarakhand,

Himachal Pradesh.

This was followed by
the Southern peninsula
division comprising all
five states of the South
India and the Union Ter-
ritory of Puducherry, Goa
and coastal Maharashtra,
where the deficiency re-
corded was 31 per cent,
the IMD said.

East and northeast
India division recorded
23 per cent deficiency.

The Central India di-
vision is the only one to
have recorded more five
per cent rainfall than the
normal.  Pre-monsoon
showers, thunderstorms
and  lightening have

killed more than 50 peo-
ple in Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Gujarat and
Rajasthan this month.

Several parts of In-
dia receive pre-monsoon
rainfall which is critical
for those regions. The
phenomenon, which is
usually from March to
May end, is vital as it
helps in bringing the
temperatures down.

The situation also ap-
pears to be grim as large
parts of the country have
been witnessing heating
and there has not been
any major relief since
April 17, said Mahesh
Palawat, Vice President
(Meteorology and Cli-
mate Change), Skymet.

One of the reasons for
a pre-monsoon rainfall is
excessive heating from
March to June which sev-
eral parts of the country
witness. The moisture
from the Arabian Sea and
the Bay of Bengal aids
in creation of thunder-
storms, Mritunjay Moha-
patra, Additional Direc-

tor General of the IMD
said. “Pre-monsoon rainfall
is important for horticul-
ture crops in some parts
of the country. In states
like Odisha, ploughing is
done in the pre-monsoon
season,” he said.

Laxman Singh Ra-
thore, former Director
General of the IMD, said
in parts of northeast
India and the Western
Ghats, pre-monsoon
rainfall is critical for
plantation of crops.

There will be “mois-
ture stress” in case of a
deficit, he said.

Crops like sugarcane
and cotton, planted in
central India, survive
on irrigation, but also
require supplement of
pre-monsoon rains, Ra-
thore added. “In the for-
ested regions of Himala-
yas, pre-monsoon rain-
fall is necessary for plan-
tations like apple. Due to
moisture, pre-monsoon
rainfall also helps in min-
imising the occurrence of
forest fires,” he said.
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500-year-old well discovered
near gurdwara on Kartarpur
corridor in Pak

M ZULQERNAIN

LAHORE, APR 28 (PTI):
A 500-year-old well, be-
lieved to have been built
during the lifetime of the
founder of Sikhism Guru
Nanak Dev, has been
discovered at the enclo-
sure of a gurdwara on
the Kartarpur corridor
which will facilitate easy
passage of Sikh pilgrims
to the historic Gurdwara
Darbar Sahib in Pakistan.

The well was discov-
ered while digging the
enclosure of Gurdwara
Dera Sahib Kartarpur,
some 125 kilometres
from Lahore, on the Kar-
tarpur corridor, caretaker
of gurdwara Sardar Go-
bind Singh told reporters.
The 20-foot well, made of
small red bricks and be-
lieved to have been built
during the lifetime of Guru
Nanak Dev, will be opened
to the visitors after its res-
toration, he said.

“The well (Khu sahib)
is a boon for the Sikh pil-
grims who would flock to
the place on Baisakhi and
other occasions and take
away its sweet water. The
water of the well had
healing quality” Singh
said.

“It will also be a great
attraction for the Indian
Sikhs due here on the
550th birth anniversary

of Baba Guru Nanak,” he
said. The year 2019 marks
the 550th birth anniversa-
ry year of Sikhism founder
Guru Nanak Dev, whose
birthplace is Sri Nankana
Sahib in Pakistan.

Last November,
both India and Pakistan
agreed to set up the Kar-
tarpur corridor to link
the historic Gurdwara
Darbar Sahib - the final
resting place of Guru
Nanak - in Pakistani town
of Kartarpur with Dera
Baba Nanak in Punjab’s
Gurdaspur district.

Kartarpur Sahib is
located in Pakistan’s
Narowal district across
the river Ravi, about four
kilometres from the Dera
Baba Nanak shrine.

The corridor will fa-
cilitate visa-free travel of
Indian Sikh pilgrims to the
Gurdwara Darbar Sahib
in Kartarpur. Pakistan has
committed to open the
corridor in November this
year on the occasion of the
550th birth anniversary of
Guru Nanak.

“During the time of
Baba Guru Nanak the
water of this well was
so sweet that the Sikh
pilgrims believed that it
was the gift of the found-
ing leader and could rid
them of ailments,” care-
taker Singh said.

Battling water...

We have been seeking a solution to our water issues,

Baha'i international community
‘concerned’ over safety of
its members in Yemen

NEw DELHI, APR 28 (PTI):
The Baha'i International
Community (BIC), an or-
ganisation representing
Baha'is, has expressed
deep concern over the
safety of all its mem-
bers in Yemen follow-
ing a Houthi prosecu-
tor’s “baseless” accu-
sations against one of
its members, who has
appealed against his
death sentence.

Hamed bin Haydara,
detained since 2013,
will face his appeal
hearing on Tuesday
in  Houthi-controlled
Sana’a.

The BIC is deeply
concerned for the safety
of all Baha'is in Yemen
following the Houthi (an
Islamic religious political
armed movement) pros-
ecutor’s baseless accusa-
tions against a member
of its community who is
appealing his death sen-
tence, a statement issued
by them said.

Following a series of
sham trials, Haydara was
sentenced to death in
2018. The court further
called for the confisca-
tion of all assets owned
by Baha'is and the dis-
solution of Baha'i insti-
tutions.

“We appeal to the
good conscience of the
judge and trust that he
will have high regard for
justice and the rule of

tive, Baha'i International
Community to the United
Nations.

Hundreds of Baha'is
face persecution on the
basis of their religion in
Houthi-controlled areas,
it said.

Despite calls by the
international community
to cease the persecution
and release the Baha'i
prisoners, the prosecu-
tor has outlined a series
of false and irrelevant
accusations against Hay-
dara, the Yemeni Baha'i
community, and the Ba-
ha'i faith itself, the state-
ment said.

The prosecution al-
leges that the Baha'i faith,
an independent world
religion, was founded
as a result of satanic
thought, and that Hay-
dara was intending to
form a “national home-
land for the Baha'i faith”
on the Yemeni island of
Socotra, and it has even
threatened  Haydara’s
lawyer, who is not a Ba-
ha'i, it said.

In 2018, 24 Baha'is
were falsely accused of
apostasy and espionage
by a court in Houthi-con-
trolled Sana’a.

Five of the 24 are
currently imprisoned.
Their case is being pre-
sided over by the same
judge that sentenced
Haydara to death.

The Baha'is of Ye-

but the district administration has been passing the
buck,” Singh says.

He says a solution is not difficult as there is a riv-
ulet which catches seepage water from Rajghat canal,
making it brimming with water throughout the year.

“We are seeking a small lift canal (where water is
pumped from lower area to canal on a higher land)
from that rivulet to be brought here. It will help re-
charge groundwater and also solve our irrigation
problem,” says the villager. Singh, who works as a
contractor in Lalitpur district, says a survey was con-
ducted to bring water from the rivulet by the previous
Samajwadi Party government, but no progress was
made in the matter under the present Yogi Adityanath
government.

These villages also have a large concentration of
Saharia tribals who were given over four acres of land
by the government. While some of it is rocky, the re-
maining land also has limited use due to scarce wa-
ter sources, prompting members of the community
to migrate. Manibu (65) is one such Saharia tribal
whose son and family moved to Indore where they do
masonry, leaving behind the elderly parents in the vil-
lage. “The only problem is water. If we get water, we
can cultivate our land here,” she says.

Shiv Gopal of Parmarth, a voluntary organisation
working in the field of water conservation, says water
level rises during night time in the summers because of
moisture from seepage coming from nearby water bod-
ies. He says women wait for their chance to fetch water.

“The water can only be found at 50 feet depth
which is basically surface water. Since the base is of gran-
ite, there is no groundwater in the region. During sum-
mer, this surface water, which is used up through hand
pumps, also dries,” says Sanjay Singh, founder of Parm-
arth. He claims the entire situation is “man-made” be-
cause of poor planning and implementation of schemes.

“There are water sources and damns, but water is
being diverted to power plants in the region. Farm-
ers are not on the priority list of government officers
here,” he adds.

Sanjay, who has been working on the issue of
water scarcity in the region, says more creativity and
study of the area can help frame better solutions to meet
the water shortage. He cites the example of reviving
1,000-year-old huge ponds built by Chandela Kings. He
also suggests building check dams to hold rainwater and
small canals to divert water to small villages.

The Parmarth founder also asserts that all these
steps could have been taken using funds under the
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Gener-
ation scheme.

“MNREGA was a very effective scheme till 2012,
but after the SP government and change in the central
dispensation, its efficacy dipped because of corrup-
tion,” he alleges.

Sanjay’s father was reportedly murdered in broad
day light for fighting against corruption in MNREGA.

Similar was the fate of Rs 7,000 crore relief pack-
age for the region between 2010 and 2015. The funds
helped to improve irrigation and tap water systems, but
the package was later plagued by corruption, he says.

Sanjay and other villagers rue that such crucial
issues are not finding a mention in the political dis-
course this election.
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law, and therefore not
give credence to pros-
ecutor’s absurd allega-
tions,” said Bani Dugal,
Principal ~ Representa-

Ukraine’s president-...

“But first and foremost to the Russian people who
suffer most of all”. He said that one of the differences
between Ukraine and Russia is that “we Ukrainians
have freedom of speech, freedom of the media and the
internet in our country.” A political novice, Zelensky
has pledged to “reboot” peace talks with the separat-
ists that also involve Russia and the West.

Putin has not congratulated Zelensky on his elec-
tion, but said he is ready to talk with a new Ukrainian
leadership and wants to “understand” the actor’s po-
sition on the conflict. In his Facebook post, Zelensky
warned Russia not to talk with Ukraine “in the lan-
guage of threats or military or economic pressure.”

He previously called for more international sanc-
tions against Moscow in response to Russia providing
citizenship to residents of Ukraine’s separatist east.

The EU also condemned Moscow’s passport
scheme, calling it a fresh assault on Ukraine’s sover-
eignty and saying Russia sought to “destabilise” Ukraine
after its presidential election. Putin’s decree last week
allows people living in Ukraine’s unrecognised Donetsk
and Lugansk breakaway republics to receive a Russian
passport within three months of applying for one. Zelen-
sky is due to take office by early June.

men have long sought
to contribute to the life
of their country and
their fellow citizens, the
statement said.

Www.summittimes.com

Elated Sang...

She informed that the recently held zonal round
was a learning experience for her and that she now
knows which aspects she needs to work harder on.

“The zonal round has filled me with new energy
and confidence and it has also given me a chance to
work on my weaknesses. My smile and positive vibe
are my strengths and I have been preparing hard to
give my best in the grand finale to win the Miss India
title and if not then to finish in the top five,” Ms Ta-
mang said.

She expressed her gratitude to the entire family of
Positude for constantly guiding her in this field. She
said, “Positude is my second family and strength as it
has identified my potential and then groomed it and
has been constantly guiding me to reach this level. I
would like to express my gratitude to CEO Gyurmila
Bhutia and entire team of Positude for their support.”

She also shared her desire to see herself as a suc-
cessful model and actress in the near future.

“I also want to give back to my State by supporting
and guiding aspiring youth in this field to take them to
the national and international levels,” she said.

Positude CEO, Ms Bhutia, stated that Sang Doma
Tamang was like a child in the initial days of Miss Sik-
kim 2018 but her seriousness and dedication helped
her grow fast.

“She is now more confident and mature and has
been giving her best on every occasion. She has been
working on every area with new confidence and en-
ergy. She will be a tough contestant at the fbb Colors
Femina Miss India 2019,” she said.

She also expressed her satisfaction and happiness
on models groomed by Positude doing well at the na-
tional and international levels.

East counting supervisors
and assistants trained

GANGTOK, 28 APR (IPR): The
first round of training of Count-
ing Supervisors and Counting hall. Over 240 Counting Super-

Assistants was held on 26 and

27 April at the East District Zilla
Panchayat bhawan conference

visors and Assistants attended

the training offered by resource
persons Sunil Mothay, SDM/
HQ and Yadav Krishna Sharma,
DPO/EDZP.

Cyclonic storm ‘Fani’ to intensify
into ‘severe cyclonic storm’: IMD

New Delhi/Chennai, Apr
28 (PTI): Cyclone ‘Fani’
is very likely to intensi-
fy into a “severe cyclon-
ic storm” in the next 12
hours and further soar
into a “very severe cy-
clonic storm” in the next
24 hours, the Cyclone
Warning Division of the
MeT department said on

Sunday.
In its 1 pm bulletin,
the Cyclone Warning

Division said ‘Fani’ cur-
rently lays over 745 kilo-
metres east-southeast of
Trincomalee (Sri Lanka),
1,050 kilometres south-
east of Chennai (Tamil
Nadu) and 1,230 kilome-
tres south-southeast of

Machilipatnam (Andhra
Pradesh).

“It is very likely to in-
tensify into a severe cy-
clonic storm during next
12 hours and into a very
severe cyclonic storm
during subsequent 24
hours,” the IMD said.

Heavy falls at isolat-
ed places are very likely
over Kerala on April 29
and 30.

The system will not
make landfall in Tamil
Nadu, but may bring light
rain in some northern
parts, it said.

Earlier, it was expect-
ed to cause heavy rains
in northern Tamil Nadu,
including Chennai.

The Regional Meteo-
rological Centre in Chen-
nai said cyclone threat to
Tamil Nadu has abated.
“There is no chance of
Fani crossing the Tamil
Nadu coast,” Director of
Area Cyclone Warning
Centre S Balachandran
told reporters in Chen-
nai. Light to moderate
rainfall are very likely at
a few places over north
coastal Andhra Pradesh
and south coastal Odisha
on May 2. It is likely to
increase in intensity with
heavy rainfall over coast-
al Odisha from May 3.

Strong winds with
speed reaching 30-40
kmph gusting to 50 kmph

are likely to commence
along and off the Tamil
Nadu and Puducherry
coast, Comorin area and
Gulf of Mannar from Sun-
day. It will intensify a day
later, the bulletin said.

“It is very likely to
become squally with
wind speed reaching 50-
60 kmph and gusting to
70 kmph from morning
of April 30 along north
Tamilnadu, Puducherry
and south Andhra Pradesh
coasts. Strong wind with
speed reaching 30-40
kmph and gusting to 50
kmph are likely to com-
mence along and off Ker-
ala coast from evening of
April 28, it said.

72 Lok Sabha seats in 9 states go
to polls in 4th phase on Monday

NEW DELH]I, APR 28 (PTI):
Polling will be held on
Monday for the fourth
phase of Lok Sabha elec-
tion in 72 parliamentary
constituencies spread
across nine states.

The stakes are high
for the ruling BJP and its
allies as it had swept 56
of these seats in 2014,
leaving just two for the
Congress and the rest for
other opposition parties
such as the Trinamool
Congress (six) and the
Biju Janata Dal (six).

Voting will take place
in 17 seats in Maharash-
tra, 13 each in Rajasthan
and Uttar Pradesh, eight
in West Bengal, six each
in Madhya Pradesh and
Odisha, five in Bihar,
three in Jharkhand and a
part of the Anantnag con-
stituency in Jammu and
Kashmir.

Election in Rajasthan
and Madhya Pradesh,
where the BJP had cor-
nered all but two of the
total 54 seats in 2014,
will begin in this phase.
The Congress appeared
to make a comeback,
forming the governments
in the states after last
year’s Assembly polls.

In the first three
phases, voting has been
held in 302 Lok Sabha
constituencies, and 168
more seats will go to polls
in the last three phases.

The fate of 961 can-
didates, including Union
ministers Giriraj Singh,
Subhash Bhamre, S S Ah-
luwalia and Babul Supri-
yo of the BJP and former
Union ministers Salman
Khurshid and Adhir Ran-
jan Chowdhury of the
Congress, will be decided
by about 12.79 core vot-
ers in the fourth phase.

Among other key con-

testants in the fray are
Kanhaiya Kumar (CPI),
Baijayant Panda (B]P),
Urmila Matondkar (Con-
gress), Dimple Yadav (Sa-
majwadi Party), Satabdi
Roy (TMC) and Milind
Deora (Congress).

The Election Commis-
sion has set up 1.40 lakh
polling booths/stations
and has made elaborate
security arrangements.

In Maharashtra,
where election will come
to end with this phase,
the opposition Congress
is facing a tough task of
reclaiming its lost base in
north Maharashtra and
Mumbai, while the NCP is
trying to get a foothold in
Thane district and West-
ern Maharashtra. The BJP
and its ally Shiv Sena had
won all 17 seats in 2014.

Union minister Sub-
hash Bhamre, and Con-
gress leaders Milind Deora
and Urmila Matondkar are
among the 323 candidates
in the fray in this phase.

Rajasthan Chief Min-
ister Ashok Gehlot’s son,
a member of erstwhile
Jaipur royal family and
two Union ministers are
among 115 candidates
whose fate will be decid-
ed on Monday.

Jodhpur became one
of the most talked about
seats in the Congress
ruled state where Gehlot
did massive campaigning
for his son Vaibhav, pit-
tedagainst sitting MP and
Union minister of state
Gajendra Singh Shekha-
wat. In Rajasthan, where
the BJP had won all the
seats in 2014, the Con-
gress appeared to make
a comeback, forming the
government in the state
with a narrow majority
after last year’s Assembly
polls. In Uttar Pradesh,

most of these 13 seats
are seeing a direct fight
between the BJP and SP-
BSP alliance with Kannauj
being a matter of prestige
for the SP. In 2014, the BJP
won 12 of these 13 seats
in the state. Only Kannauj,
won by the Samajwadi Par-
ty, defied the Modi wave
that year among them.
Former chief minister Akh-
ilesh Yadav’s wife Dimple
is seeking re-election from
Kannauj. The Congress has
a good presence in at least
three of the constituencies
-- Unnao (Annu Tandon),
Farrukhabad (Salman
Khurshid) and Kanpur (Sri-
prakash Jaiswal). In West
Bengal, all the eight seats,
which are spread across
four districts, will see a
four-cornered contest
between Trinamool Con-
gress, BJP, Congress and
the Left Front.

In Odisha, where the
state’s ruling BJD won
all six seats, the BJP is
making concerted ef-
forts to bag a few seats.
Prominent among the
hopefuls include BJP
national vice-president
Baijayant Panda (Ken-
drapara), who quit the
BJD to join the party re-
cently. Polling will also
be held in 41 assembly
seats in Odisha in this
phase. In Bihar, the BJP
and its allies are look-
ing to retain all the five
seats in the face of a spir-
ited fight put up by the
RJD-Congress alliance.

The cynosure of all
eyes in this phase, how-
ever, is the Begusarai
seat which will witness
an electrifying contest
between the political Left
and the Right with CPI
debutant Kanhaiya Ku-
mar taking on firebrand
BJP leader Giriraj Singh.

Pet dog
saves farmer

from cobra
Thanjavur, Apr 28 (PTI):
In a heroic battle exem-
plifying its loyalty, a pet
dog saved its master
from a cobra, killing the
venomous reptile and
laying down its own life
in the process at a vil-
lage near here.

Seeing the five-
foot long cobra about
to attack Natarajan
(50), a farmerof Venga-
rayankudikaadu village
while on his way to his
field, the dog ‘Puppy’
jumped to his rescue
Saturday.

While the dog and
the snake fought a
pitched battle, the farm-
er rushed to his nearby
house to fetch a stick to
chase the reptile away.

But, by the time he
could return, Puppy
killed the snake, but
tragically died due to
bites suffered earlier,
the farmer said.

News of Puppy
fighting off a venomous
reptile spread and res-
idents gathered at the
farmer’s house to pay
homage to his pet.

Natarajan, who
turned emotional,
picked up the dead dog,
and held it close to his
chest before giving it a
tearful burial near his
house, neighbours said.
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Why isn’t
govt asking
RBI to reveal
information
about
defaulters
and banks’
inspections:
Cong

NEw DELHI, APR 28
(PTI): The Congress
Sunday asked why the
central government was
not giving a one-line di-
rective to the RBI to dis-
close information about
annual inspection report
of banks and list of wilful
loan defaulters.

The party’s remarks
came after the Supreme
Court on Friday gave the
banking regulator “a last
opportunity” to reveal
these details under the
RTI Act.

“Under Banking Reg-
ulation Act and RBI Act,
it takes Government of
India 15 seconds to di-
rect the RBI to disclose...
There are specific pro-
visions of 35A, 35B and
35AA (of Banking Reg-
ulation Act) that gives
this power to the central
government..Why is the
government not giving
a one-line simple direc-
tive to disclose,” asked
Congress spokesperson
Abhishek Many Singhvi.

Addressing a press
conference here, he said,
“The Supreme Court di-
rected in 2015 that you
must disclose. After that
for four long years, the
RBI under the direc-
tion of this government,
clearly wanting to hide
things, has procrasti-
nated, has obstructed
and has derailed, has
avoided, and has given
excuses.” “Why is the
RBI not disclosing..Is it
protecting someone,” he
questioned.

Singhvi asked if the
BJP was trying to protect
“crony capitalists” whose
names are in the list of
RBI's wilful defaulters.

About wilful default-
ers who are on the inter-
nal RBI list, he said, “No-
body is asking for them
to be sent to jail. We are
only asking for names...
We (Congress) are not
afraid of it, so why are
you afraid?”

“We had told you a
few weeks ago that with-
in 5 years of this (BJP)
government, the defaults
and NPAs (non-per-
forming assets) have
increased..We ask the
BJP to give information
about all loan default-
ers,” he said.

On Friday, the top
court made it clear that
RBI was “duty-bound to
furnish all information
relating to inspection
reports and other ma-
terial” under the Right
to Information (RTI)
Act, 2005, except those
which pertained to “mat-
ters of national econom-
ic interest”.

On December 16,
2015, the apex court had
asked the RBI to disclose
such information under
RTI Act. However, the
regulator did not do so.
Therefore, on Friday, the
apex court said that the
RBI is in “contempt of
this court by exempting
disclosure” of such in-
formation. However, the
court granted RBI “a last
opportunity” to rectify it.

Meanwhile, Singhvi
also claimed that Prime
Minister Narendra Mo-
di's use of caste refer-
ences during the elec-
tion campaign is a sign
of nervousness.

Chiya Kavita discusses ChiChimira

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 28 APR:
In a unique initiative
under the poets’ collec-
tive, Chiya Kavita, a dis-
cussion on a collection of
short stories, ChiChimira,
by Nepali author, Yuva
Baral, was held here at
Rachna Books on Sunday:.
The event, ‘Chichimi-
ra Discourse’, had Nepali
litterateurs Sher Baha-
dur Karki, Prabin Rai ‘Ju-
meli’, Pempa Tamang and
Sikkim University Nepali
Department HoD Dr Ka-
vita Lama on the panel.
Chichimira was re-
leased last year.

45-year-old Yuva
Baral hails from Biring
in East Sikkim and has
several published works,

short stories and poems,
to his credit.

During the discus-
sion, panelists shared

their views on stories
compiled in ChiChimira.
They also appreciated the
imagination of the author

displayed in the different
themes he tackles in the
17 stories in the book.

ChiChimira, they un-
derlined, was one of the
best works in Indian Ne-
pali literature.

On the occasion, the
author thanked Chiya
Kavita and the panelists
for their participation in
the event.

Chiya Kavita coor-
dinator, Prabin Khaling,
mentioned that the
event was organized
when they felt the ab-
sence of a culture of dis-
cussions on a book after
its publication.

Gurung Tamu
magazine released
°=Y

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 28 APR:

Gurung Tamu mag-

azine, Tamu Chau-
tari, published by Tamu
Lochar Organising Com-
mittee of Begha, Dentam,
was released here on
Sunday. The magazine
features literary works in
Gurung, Nepali and En-
glish languages and has
Kiran Gurung as editor.

The release pro-
gramme, organised by
Tamu Chautari Bimochan
Ayojak Samiti, had Sik-
kim Akademi president,
Padma Shree Kedar Gu-
rung, as chief guest.

On the occasion, the
organisers also felicitat-
ed 16 personalities from
the Gurung community
for contributions in their
respective fields. The fet-
ed achievers are: singers
Naren Gurung, CB Gu-
rung and Bhanu Gurung,
entrepreneur Devika
Gurung, professional
footballer Robin Gurung,
boxer Vabiya Gurung,
litterateurs TB Gurung
and Rup Raj Gurung,
yoga trainer Aradhana
Gurung, fashion design-
er Omi Gurung, social
worker Bhawani Pele Gu-
rung, bodybuilder Arun

Gurung, runners Bharati
Gurung and Joy Gurung,
music director Kailash
Gurung and comedian
Dilip Gurung.

In his address, the
chief guest pointed out
that Gurung language has
already been recognised
by the State government
as a State language and
that it was now the re-
sponsibility of youth to
power the development
of Gurung language and
literature.

He stressed the com-
munity needs to work
together for the develop-
ment of Gurung language
and literature.

The Tamu Chautari
editor, Kiran Gurung, in
turn, spoke about the
magazine and its con-
tents and stressed the
need for everyone to give
continuity to this maga-
zine through their sup-
port.

Likewise, Gurung lan-
guage expert, Meghraj
Gurung, delved on the
condition of Gurung lan-
guage in Sikkim while
Amber Gurung present-
ed a review of the mag-
azine. The programme
also featured a cultural
presentation.

TMC moves EC over “The Great
Khali” campaigning for BJP

KOLKATA, APR 28 (PTI):
After the BJP accused
the Trinamool Congress
of inviting Bangladeshi
actors in its campaign in
the state, it is the TMC'’s
turn to move the EC al-
leging that “American”
wrestler “The Great Kh-
ali” had taken part in the
electioneering of a saf-
fron party nominee here.

The TMC has lodged a
complaint with the West
Bengal Chief Electoral
Officer that BJP’s can-
didate for Jadavpur Lok
Sabha constituency, An-
upam Hazra, had taken
the wrestler along while
campaigning on April 26.

Dalip Singh Rana aka
“The Great Khali” holds
US citizenship and the
BJP was trying to influ-
ence Indian voters by us-
ing his “celebrity status”,
the complaint said.

“A foreigner should
not be allowed to influ-
ence the minds of the
Indian electors as he has
little or no knowledge as
to who should be an ap-

propriate MP in India,
the complaint lodged by
the TMC said.

In an interview to the
media, Khali had said,
“Whenever he (Hazra)
calls me, wherever I am
called, I will make it. I
have specially come from
America to support my
younger brother. I want
to request everyone to
cast their votes for him.
Do not waste your votes.
Anupam is a learned
man, he knows your
troubles and will be able
to serve you better than
anyone else.”

The TMC urged the
EC to take “strictest pos-
sible steps against Khali
as well as the candidate”.

BJP leader Mukul
Roy, however, said Khali
holds the Overseas Cit-
izenship of India (OCI)
card and can work and
live in India.

The OCI is an immi-
gration status permitting
a foreigner of Indian or-
igin to live and work in
India indefinitely.

Excellence in Journalism

award for Ajay Agarwal

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 28 APR:
Gangtok—based jour-

nalist Ajay Agarw-
al of Sikkim Chronicle
has been named for this
year’s ‘Excellence in Jour-
nalism’ award constitut-
ed by Sikkim Express in
the memory of Late Ram
Patro, the founding edi-
tor of the newspaper.

Mr Agarwal’s name
was unanimously en-
dorsed by the Ram Patro
Memorial Award Com-
mittee on Friday, a press
release informs.

The award is present-
ed annually to journal-
ists in Sikkim and North
Bengal who have made
a visible social impact
through their journalism.
The award celebrates the
torchbearers of media
in the region as per the
principles of Late Ram
Patro, the release adds.

Similarly, the Ram
Patro Memorial Award
Committee also annually
presents the ‘Best Work-
ing Journalist in Sikkim
Express & Himali Bela
Award’ to a staff report-

er/correspondent work-
ing either in Sikkim Ex-
press or Himali Bela.

This year, the Ram
Patro Memorial Award
in this category is being
presented to Sikkim Ex-
press staff reporter Isa-
bella Gurung.

Isabella joined SIK-
KIM EXPRESS in Decem-
ber, 2016 and is based in
Gangtok as a staff report-
er. She hails from Dow-
hill, Kurseong and has
a Masters in mass com-
munications from Sikkim
University. She mostly
covers academics, arts &

literature, entertainment
and social events.

The Ram Patro Memori-
al Award function is sched-
uled on May 17 at Gangtok.

Ram Karki, presently
a member of Parliament
and formerly a minister
in Nepal government,
has agreed to attend the
awards function as the
chief guest. He was also
the associate editor of Hi-
mali Bela in the late 90s.

Senior journalist Kar-
ma Paljor, editor-in-chief
of East Mojo, is attending
the award function as the
guest of honour.

Will ask EC to seek expenditure
details of PM rallies: Mamata

KHEJURI/TAMLUK (WB),
ApPr 28 (PTI): Accus-
ing the BJP of doling
out money to buy votes
in the general election,
West Bengal Chief Min-
ister and TMC supremo
Mamata Banerjee Sun-
day said her party will
request the poll panel
to seek an account of
expenditure at Prime
Minister Narendra Mo-
di’s rallies.

Banerjee also de-
manded that Modi’s
candidature from Vara-
nasi be cancelled, claim-
ing that he has written
“does not know” on many
counts in his affidavit.

Addressing back-to-
back rallies in East Mid-
napore, she said, “We will
ask the Election Commis-
sion (EC) to keep an ac-
count of the spendings
in the prime minister’s
public meetings. If the EC
can seek details of expen-
diture from others, why
not from him?”

The chief minister
also alleged that the saf-
fron party is doling out
thousands of rupees to
lure people to its rallies,
while also buying votes.

Taking her diatribe
against the prime minis-
ter to his homefront, she
claimed that “all through-
out his life, Modi never
respected his mother or
his wife”.

“You shy away from
giving your wife her due
respect, what respect
will you give to the peo-
ple?” the CM said.

Maintaining that she
has seen Modi’s affidavit
in his nomination pa-
pers, Banerjee said, “The
PM has written that he
does not know about his
wife’s movable and im-
movable assets. I don’t
like making such com-
ments, but the level he
has stooped to forced me
to speak out,” the TMC
boss said.

She urged the Elec-
tion Commission to carry
out an investigation into
the spendings of Modi’s
“colourful rally” in the
holy town of Varanasi
before filing his nomi-
nation. “This election is
not (a test) for Mamata
Banerjee, but for you
(Modi). It is time for you
to answer what you have
done in five years,” she
said, insisting that the
prime minister was busy
touring the world during
his tenure.

Maintaining that
Modi is worse than Mu-
hammed bin Tughlaq,
the 14th century sultan
of Delhi known for his
whims, she said that the
sudden demonetisation
of high-value curren-
cy notes in November
2016 caused immense
hardship to people, be
it a housewife, farmer,
worker or a small busi-
nessman.

Banerjee, whose
aversion to communism
and everything associat-
ed with it including the
colour red is well-known,
for once sought refuge in

Karl Marx to deride the
BJP. Drawing from Marx’s
famous statement “reli-
gion is the opium of the
masses”, she said, “The
BJP is using religion as
opium to divert the atten-
tion of people from the
non-performance of its
government at the Cen-
tre. She, however, did not
mince her words when it
came to targeting the Left
parties in the state.

“Those who wore red
shirts earlier are now
donning saffron kurtas
in West Bengal,” the TMC
chief said, indicating that
many BJP workers in the
state are former CPI(M)
cadres. The CM also iter-
ated that Modi will ensure
that there was no further
election in the country if
re-elected to power.

She charged the poll
panel with “doing the
bidding of the BJP”.

Banerjee, whose par-
ty was accused of un-
leashing a reign of terror
during the panchayat
polls, insisted that it was
her partymen who were
killed during the elec-
tions in 2018.

“In Bengal, there is a
democratically  elected
dispensation, but the BJP
is trying to run a paral-
lel government here. A
retired officer is dictat-
ing terms to the serving
officers, this is unconsti-
tutional,” she said, refer-
ring to the two special
observers appointed by
the EC to oversee polls in
West Bengal.

Rangpo Lions begin
Saheli programme for
menstrual health

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 28 APR:
Lions Club of Rangpo,

under its One District
One Activity programme,
launched its Saheli initia-
tive at different schools
in the area today.

Namita Chettri, the
programme chairperson,
explained that the Saheli
initiative aims to raise
awareness among girl
students above 12 years
of age about menstrual

health and hygiene.
The Rangpo Lions
aim to reach 3,000

students in the area,
and yesterday, during

launch of the pro-
gram, more than 300
students were made
aware about menstrual
health and hygiene.

Similar programmes
were organised at Rang-
po Secondary School,
Jitlang  Junior  High
School, Cheuribhotey
Junior High School and
Duga Secondary School
on day-one.

Dr Dixca Poudyal was
present as the main re-
source person. The Club
also distributed sanitary
napkins to all the stu-
dents who participated
in the program.
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FLAT AVAILABLE FOR RENT

Fully furnished. 3 Bedroom flat
available for rent at Church Road,
Near Diesel Power House. Conveniently
located by the roadside and a 5-minute
walk from M.G. Marg. Suitable for
Coporate Office and Guest House.

For further details please
Contact: 3434117687 /9083826462

L 9717191985/9474651223.
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CLASSIFIEDS

Required for Summit Times

Two field reporters for Gangtok (East) and one
for West District. Should be fluent in english.
Have basic knowledge in journalism. Walk in in-
terview:
Summit Times office
Church Road, Gangtok
03592-208698

URGENTLY REQUIRED:
Urgent Recruitment for a waiter
with atleast 3 years experience and
one kitchen helper. Contact: Hotel
Paramount, Dentam, West Sik-
kim- 9735909625 / 8348285444

PLOT FOR SALE:

Vacant plot measuring 0.38 Acres for
sale at Amdo Golai, Deorali. Contact:
09717191985/097474651223

INTERESTED TO BECOME
A YOGA TEACHER?

CRITERIA - Academic qualification of minimum
higher secondary pass

Complete yoga syllabus will be provided by SYVC
Gangtok absolutely free of cost. After one year of ba-
sic training and service (karma yoga)/ volunteering
in the Centre, the candidate would be sent for Yoga
Teacher Training Course at Shivananda Yoga Ash-
ram. After TTC, the candidate would be appointed on
part time basis at the Yoga Centre in Gangtok. College
students can also apply. If required, food and accom-
modation would be provided.

Interested candidates may contact
: Deepa Yoga Centre at
Mob: +91 7432043719/ +91 8170953919.

LAND FOR SALE
A vacant plot measuring 0.38 Ha.
(16552.80 sq - ft) is for sale at Amdo
Golai (above the main road), Gangtok.
For more information please contact -
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To Protect and to Promote

To secure the future, think beyond protection
and quotas

Local protection is an important issue. It could also be argued that it
is of more emotional significance than constructive intervention, but
because people and their leaders feel so strongly about the issue, it be-
comes very important. Even the West, with its enviable unemployment
rate despite the economic downturn, is passionately debating the pros
and cons of outsourcing which, in its mind is taking jobs away to cheap-
er human resource destinations even though benefits of such cost cuts
benefit cash-strapped consumers at home the most.

So yes, local protection evokes a passionate and emotional response
from the people, and governments have to continuously appear to be
prioritising it. There are, however, practical and logistic implications
that should never be lost sight of and quality never allowed to be
compromised. Opportunities that progressive and positive attitudes
create should not be allowed to get drowned by the din of rhetoric.
In a world growing increasingly ‘flat’ [to borrow the now dated term
from Thomas L. Friedman], digging trenches only manages to keep
opportunities out, shrinks the horizon and constricts development.
The present times demand competitive edge, and prioritizing pro-
tectionism dulls this pre-requisite of making it in the world. Protect,
yes, but also trust the inherent skills and potential of the young. The
young have proven that they have what it takes to succeed and sur-
vive. Take for example the many young entrepreneurs that Sikkim
can boast of now. They happened when the easier option of land-
ing employment with the government became scarce and also less
appealing. They applied themselves to enterprises, something that
the ‘local’ talent pool was not considered very adept at till even a
decade back. But look around now;, the youth, who while in school,
were being groomed for cushy bureaucracy or technical professions,
have grown up quite well as hoteliers, restaurateurs, travel opera-
tors, small scale industrialists, respected professionals with national
media, sportespersons... achievers.

Such successes probably happened because they grew up before obses-
sive protectionism invaded the public domain and made the young lazy.
This of course does not go to say that job opportunities should not be
protected for the people of the land, they should; but the policy makers
have to strike the rightbalance where itis done in a way that does notlull
future generations into a false sense of security and stops them from de-
veloping skills which make them world beaters. It is not easy, buta good
beginning can be made with devising ways which reward healthy busi-
ness practices. Investors who set up shop in Sikkim should conduct
themselves better, encourage and invite more local employment on
their own instead of being made to do so by way of legislations. They
enjoy tax breaks and many other sops when they opt for Sikkim, not
because Sikkim needs more factories, but because it rewards job cre-
ation. They have to understand and appreciate this fact. The young
on the other hand should be groomed as competitors, not as bene-
ficiaries-in-waiting. In times to come, it should be their skills that at-
tract and retain investments and not lavish industrial policies alone.
Various arms of the government will have to collaborate to make this
possible. It is possible and the generation controlling the present
owes it to the future.

vice delivery remains unaddressed. No surprises there since the
Centre believes announcements are enough to claim delivery. Hence,
performance continues to be gauged on input-centric indices in our
country and also the State. Bureaucrats, as also the schemes they
oversee, are rated on the basis of money spent, man-hours suppos-
edly devoted and manpower deployed. The ARC had noticed this

fault a decade ago and recommended that assessment be based
on quantifiable output targets. This was a good idea, even if an ob-

vious one, and a welcome relief from attitudes which focus only on
“effort” [which are all about claims] and ignore the all important as-
pect of “impact” [as in results]. Schemes are evaluated and sustained
[with release of subsequent funds] based on Utilization Certificates.
Although Sikkim’s bureaucracy fares poorly even on this formality,
as the Chief Minister and recently even the Chief Secretary admon-
ished them for, should the ARC’s recommendation be adopted [along
with its penal clauses on failure], development could attain an even
steeper trajectory here upwards. More importantly, it would also fix
accountability and embarrassments like complaints of delays even in
routine official processes would not occur too frequently, and if they did,
there would be a prescribed process to readdress them. After all, offi-
cials who do not report to even push files will not fare too well in service
delivery either: Basically, the problem with the present model of evalu-
ation [and thus also work culture] is that because it is “input centric” it
makes no demands on the bureaucracy to remain true to its public ser-
vice epithet. One of the biggest hurdles holding up eftective decentralization of
power; despite devolution of substantial responsibilities to the panchayat level,
is that lay people still do not have an important enough say. While they
can vote for change every five years, that is about the only control they
have on delivery of development. They cannot touch the bureaucrats.
And the babus can continue to talk down to them because when it comes
evaluating their performance, it is based on data of inputs which they con-
trol along with the elected representatives [who become a part of the System
themomentthey getelected]. Should performances instead be evaluated
on returns accrued on the inputs made, the end-recipients, that is the
people, will have at least a deciding say because it will be their
assessment of the effectiveness of administration’s ability to de-
liver that will decide which officers stay and who is shown the
door. Yes, the ARC draft had also recommended that civil ser-
vants who continually fail to “perform” are compulsorily re-
tired. The Departments will automatically become populated
by “public servants” in the real sense of the term. Devolution of
power would have been attained and job-satisfaction ensured for
public servants who make the grade and every penny of the pay com-
mission rewards would have been well earned. That said, 10 years
since the idea was mooted, it has still not happened...

yissue of r

JOSHUA JowITT
THECONVERSATION.COM

Ian McEwan'’s latest book, Machines Like Me:
A Novel offers an alternative history: Britain
has lost the Falklands War, Margaret Thatcher
is waging an election campaign against Tony
Benn and Alan Turing survived homophobic
persecution to achieve breakthroughs in arti-
ficial intelligence.

The novel paints a picture of 1980s Lon-
don that is at once familiar, but at the same
time very different - and in doing so it rais-
es some pressing questions. Central to the
plot are the world’s first synthetic humans,
put on sale for the public to buy. With this
device, McEwan questions what it means
to be human - if these machines are
just like me, does that mean they have
rights, like me?

It’s tempting to dismiss this as a ridiculous
notion. When the question comes up with
friends in the pub (usually after a few drinks),
a common response is that we have human
rights because we're human. Robots aren’t
human, so they can’t have the same rights as
us. But if you think about this, it’s a circular
argument. The same logic was used against
women’s suffrage - they can’t have the vote,
because they’re women. Slaves can’t have
freedom, because they’re slaves. Machines
can’t have rights, because they’re machines.
BEING HUMAN

But before this can be dismissed as whim-
sical science fiction, we need to think more
about why humans have rights and what it
means to be human in the first place. Some
might highlight the importance of our births

- the fact that we are naturally procreated,
whereas machines are made by humans. But
if this is true, where does this leave the eight
million people who have been born as a result
of IVF treatment?

You could highlight our organic na-
ture to sidestep this problem - we are
biological beings, whereas machines
are made of component parts. But this
would mean that people with pros-
thetic limbs are “less human” - which
is clearly not the case. Nor are people
“less human” who have commonplace hip
and knee replacements. Scientists at my
own university have 3D printed the first
artificial cornea, and this week Israeli sci-
entists 3D printed an entire human heart.
Nobody is suggesting that patients receiving
these artificial organs are less human - even
though they are no longer 100% organic.

Consciousness may also be a place to look
- as humans are able to act on reasons beyond
natural impulse or programming. But we are
not alone in this ability - other animals can
also engage in sophisticated planning and tool
usage. And this argument would mean that
babies and late-stage dementia patients are
in effect “less human” because they lack this
feature — which is clearly not the case.

Ultimately, all of these lines of argument
have problems that only lead to deeper levels
of abstraction. Maybe then what’s required is
the ability to be open to a change in how we
see the world and ourselves.

CONFLICT AND CONSCIOUSNESS

Although the level of machine conscious-

ness portrayed by McEwan is, for the time

being, still fiction - many believe that it will
be a reality by the end of the century. And as
technology develops and machines become
more like us, then they may also need to be
recognised as having rights like us.

Alan Gewirth was a professor of philoso-
phy at the University of Chicago. He claimed
that the reasons humans have rights is be-
cause we are prospective agents, able to
choose what to do beyond natural impulse
or reflex. So if this autonomous agency is the
foundation of our rights, and robots are also
autonomous agents, consistency requires us
to recognise that they too have the same ba-
sic rights to freedom and well-being that we
claim for ourselves.

This is not to say that robot rights cannot
be overridden - all rights conflicts lead to the
rights of one party being prioritised over the
other. It merely requires us to see that robots
are equal parties in any rights dispute. Mistreat-
ing a robot agent would not be the same as mis-
treating a printer for example, it would be more
similar to mistreating another human.

Granting legal rights to robots clearly re-
mains a complicated subject, but experiences
from other fields shows how the problem is
only practical and that it can be overcome.
Legal systems have recognised that things as
diverse as idols, orangutans and even rivers
can have rights - so why not robots? It’s clear
then that, like McEwan, the law should start
thinking about these questions now instead of
playing catch-up once the robots have arrived.

[the writer is Teaching Fellow
in Law, Newcastle University]

Imperfect and absurd, the modern
literary heroine is a woman of our times

SALLY O'REILLY
theconversation.com

The way women are portrayed is changing. In film, The Favourite has
won numerous awards and features three women, variously wild
and untameable, as joint protagonists. Other movies such as The
Wife and Can You Ever Forgive Me? show older or unlovely women
as sympathetic leads. Brava! But what’s happening in fiction? What
are readers looking for in their modern, made-up women?

In this period of widening gender equality, it seems the time
is right for new portrayals of women in fiction. Readers are
diverse, and want many different things, and various female
“archetypes” have existed since storytelling began. Early tales
included murderesses and proxy witches such as the Greek
figure Medea and Grendel’s mother - who is nameless - from the
Old English poem Beowulf.

There were deceiving femme fatales, such as the Sirens
who lured sailors to shipwreck, tragic mistresses, including
Dido and Cleopatra and poor, resourceful girls like Gretel in tradi-
tional fairy-tales.

These enduring archetypes have been customised and reimag-
ined by each succeeding generation. Chaucer’s Wife of Bath is full of
worldly wisdom and Shakespeare presented women who were wily
and devious like Portia and Lady Macbeth as well as tricked and de-
ceived like Juliet and Desdemona.

Victorian heroines like George Eliot’s Dorothea Brooke claimed
their right to passion and equality - and in the 20th century female
characters engaged with the world of work as well as matters of the
heart, battling for self-determination. The eponymous heroine of Mu-
riel Spark’s The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie is one example, setting out
to impose her will on her impressionable students, though she is ulti-
mately betrayed.

UNPREDICTABLE WOMEN

So where do we find ourselves now? One notable characteristic
of the modern heroine is that her flaws are not only centre
stage, they are celebrated. Jane Austen wondered if anyone
but herself would like domineering Emma Woodhouse - but
now every heroine worth her salt has as many vices as virtues.
Women behaving badly fill the pages of books in every genre
- from Katniss Everdene, the rebellious heroine of Suzannne
Collins’ The Hunger Games to Frances Wray and Lilian Barber,
the unlikely conspirators in Sarah Waters’ page-turning novel
The Paying Guests.

There is also a recognition that female experience is as
universal as male experience. The heroines of contemporary
fiction reflect the rich diversity of female lives. Examples in-
clude Hortense Roberts, one of the main characters in An-
drea Levy’s seminal novel Small Island who finds tenderness in

her bleak new homeland, and Elizabeth Strout’s astonishing Olive
Kitteridge, whose true complexity is revealed in a narrative that
spans decades. Their everyday experiences are compelling and
heartrending.

Genres are blending and heroines are complicated. They are
morally ambiguous and their behaviour is unpredictable. The
doomed mistress is fighting back and taking on the characteris-
tics of the proxy witch. This is demonstrated by the typical her-
oine of the new crime sub-genre domestic noir which focuses on
women’s experience and emotions in the home and workplace.
She may find herself married to the modern equivalent of
Bluebeard, but he is unlikely to get away with murder. This
is exemplified in novels like Gone Girl - Amy Dunne out-
smarts her husband and excels in trickery, cunningly creat-
ing mantraps while seeming to be the perfect wife.

SCARRED, IMPERFECT OR ABSURD

Publishing’s latest passion is for redemptive, feel-good fic-
tion, known as “up-lit”, and this also reinterprets existing tropes.
Gail Honeyman’s lonely Eleanor Oliphant hits the vodka behind
closed doors and attempts to conceal her dysfunctionality and
traumatic childhood from the world, but is stronger and more
able to grow than we first realise. One of the reasons for Elea-
nor’s wide appeal may be that she springs from a line of literary
heroines - that of the spirited outsider.

Honeyman draws parallels between Eleanor and Jane Eyre,
another abandoned child who finds her own path. Readers are
engaged not only by Eleanor’s predicament, but by her deter-
mination to transcend disaster. Her most recent antecedent is
Helen Fielding’s Chardonnay-swilling Bridget Jones, who is her-
self the direct descendant of Jane Austen’s best-loved heroine,
Elizabeth Bennet.

Women who make their own rules are selling well in literary
fiction too. In Conversations with Friends, Sally Rooney’s young
Bohemians Frances and Bobbi are brimming with anarchic atti-
tude, sharing “a contempt for the cultish pursuit of male phys-
ical dominance” and luxuriating in “shallow misery”. They lead
unapologetically experimental lives, creating ripples of sexual
confusion.

Following the various cases of male bullying and sexual harass-
ment that have hit the headlines, it seems that fictional heroines re-
flect a mood of noncompliance with the world that men have organ-
ised. The 21st-century heroine may be scarred, imperfect or absurd.
True love may be on the cards, but so might illicit sex. And while she
may change in the course of the narrative, revealing strengths and
strategies that surprise us, conformity is optional. Here’s to the
good/bad heroine, long may she remain unredeemed.

[the writer is Lecturer in Creative Writing, The Open University]
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With curb on illegal mining, out-of-
job miners in West Bengal mull NOTA

PRADIPTA TAPADAR

AsansoL/ RANIGANJ
(WB), Apr 28 (PTI):
With a halt on illegal
mining since the elec-
tions were announced,
miners who work in
hundreds of these high-
risk narrow pits to dig
out coal for a living have
been jobless and say they
will opt for NOTA when
they go to vote on Mon-
day as a mark of protest.

Mining, both legal
and illegal, is common
in the Ranigunj-Asansol
coal belt in West Bengal
and in many cases, the
coal mafia engage poor
people in illegal work for
alow wage.

But since the notifi-
cation of elections and
seizures taking place to
curb illegal election fund-
ing, coal mafia operating
in the areas have stopped
operations throwing
more than hundreds of
these miners commonly
known as “rat-hole min-
ers” out of livelihood.

The story is more or
less same in more than
3,500 illegal coal pits op-
erating in the area which
have either closed down
due to excessive vigil or
have slowed down the
operations.

The out-of-job min-
ers have decided to opt
for NOTA as a mark of
protest.

Sitting MP Babul Su-
priyo is pitted against
Moon Moon Sen of the

el
S

TMC in the Monday’s
elections for the Asansol
Lok Sabha seat.

According to officials
of Eastern Coalfields Ltd
(ECL), illegal mining is
currently under check
and has slowed down in
the election season.

“Whenever we get
any information, we are
taking action,” an ECL of-
ficial told PTI.

According to sources,
in about 3,500 illegal coal
mines in Asansol-Rani-
ganj area, at least 35,000
people are directly em-
ployed, while another
40,000 get indirect em-
ployment.

“After a hard day of
work, we get Rs 80-100.
We just manage two
squares of meal a day.
We don’t want our chil-
dren to engage in illegal
mining. This is the only
reliable source of income
in the area as we neither

have agricultural land
nor any proper industry.
The government should
ensure proper employ-
ment for us and educa-
tion for our children,”
says miner Ashis Sardar
(name changed), who is
in his late forties.

Ranibala Munda, an-
other miner, says that
in the past few elections
due to increased vigil,
the coal mafia calls off
operations for two-three
months leading to seri-
ous levels of unemploy-
ment in the region.

“The government and
the political parties are
not bothered about us.
But when the elections
come, they will ensure
these mines are closed
down. What will we eat?
How will we run our fam-
ily? My entire family will
opt for NOTA this time,”
says Munda.

Munda’s view was

echoed by local contrac-
tor Raju (name changed),
who manages the min-
ers.

“In election season,
political parties make big
promises but don’t fulfil
them. We feel that this
job should be legalised
so that we get benefits
and our children don’t
get into this business. We
want education for our
children, proper health
facilities and a decent job
to run our families. But
our views have always
been falling into deaf
ears. So we would go for
NOTA,” he says.

Most of the miners
who are thrown out of
jobs claim they have been
asked by various political
parties to work for them
in the poll season.

According to sources,
illegal coal mining, which
has a daily turnover run-
ning into crores is con-

sidered to be “parallel
economy in the industri-
al town belt of Asansol
and its surrounding ar-
eas”.

Even as the illegal
business continues to
yield high profit, the
benefits are hardly passed
on to the miners who risk
their lives to keep the
business running.

Besides digging up
plots, those engaged in
illegal mining extract
coal from mines aban-
doned by ECL. The coal
extracted from these il-
legal mines sells for Rs
300-400 a tonne, where-
as the miners get around
Rs 80-100 after 12 hours
of laborious work.

Illegal mining is said
to be rampant in Baraba-
ni, Jamuria, Raniganj and
Pandaveswar - which

falls under Asansol. The
large stretch of the Ra-
nigunj-Asansol coal belt

is in the control of coal
mafia.

In last few years,
there have been inci-
dents of miners getting
trapped in these mines
and being killed.

A trade union leader,
who did not wish to be
named fearing backlash
from the coal mafia syn-
dicate, says if a miner is
a local he is given Rs 1
lakh as compensation
and if he is a tribal from
a nearby state his family
is given Rs 50,000.

“No one dares to
question them or raise
their voice or else they
will be killed,” he says.

The BJP alleges that
the ruling TMC is in col-
lusion with coal mafia.

“Everybody  knows
that the TMC and the lo-
cal administration are
in collusion with the
coal mafia. It may have
slowed down now but it
will again gain momen-
tum once the election is
over,” Supriyo says.

His views are also
shared by former CPI (M)
MP Bansagopal Chowd-
hury who says the money
from pilfered coal runs is
being used to oil TMC’s
election machinery.

Senior TMC minister
and local MLA Moloy
Ghatak terms these
allegations baseless
and politically moti-
vated and denies the
TMC’s involvementin
any illegal mining.

Differently abled voters man
polling booth in Assam’s Goalpara

GOALPARA, APR 28
(PTI): In a first, the
Goalpara administra-

tion in Assam appoint-
ed differently abled
personnel in a booth,
while also making ar-
rangements to aid vot-
ers with disabilities in
the other polling sta-
tions of the district,
during the third phase
of elections, an official
said.

As part of its ini-
tiative to encourage
female  participation
in the voting process,
the officials also set
up eight pink booths in
the district, she said.

“A total of 1,931
differently abled vot-
ers were identified
for the April 23 polls
and transportation
arrangements
accordingly to ensure
that they get to exer-
their
without any hassles,”
District Election Offi-
cer and Deputy Com-

made

cise franchise

missioner Varnali Deka
said.

The administration
also made provisions
for separate queues of
senior citizens, the bu-
reaucrat said.

“We sensitised the
polling personnel on
the special needs of
persons with disabil-
ities and the elderly
voters and taught them
ways to handle the
braille ballot papers
to assist the visually

impaired,” she told PTI
on Sunday.

More than 800 an-
ganwadi workers were
deployed at the 277
booths in the district
to assist the voters, she
stated.

Deka also noted
that one of the booths
were successfully

manned by differently
abled poll personnel.

“All polling officers,
including the presiding
officer, in that booth
had some or the other
disabilities. But they
did not their disabili-
ty come in the way of
their duties,” she said.

The administration
had set up four mod-
el polling stations in
Goalpara, replete with
necessary facilities -
creche, children’s play-
ing zone, clean drink-
ing water, sofa and
chairs, she maintained.

“In all eight pink
booths, the women
personnel were gift-
ed traditional Mekhe-
la-sador as a token on
appreciation for their
efforts,” Deka said.

In keeping with
the request of the dis-
administration,
several business estab-

trict

lishments and restau-

rants provided
plimentary meal

substantial

to voters on April 23,
during the third and fi-

nal phase of polls in the
state, Deka added.

com-
and

discounts

FIELDWORK REFLECTIO

RONGNYOO LEPCHA

he sound of cicadas fill the early sum-

mer air as people lined up family by
family. The scorching heat tiring the line as
it was finally its turn to be the centre of
people’s complaints. The army alert for
protection in case of any disturbance, as
West Bengal went through the most cru-
cial moment of selecting a new political
power to represent the people. And for
the people of the hills it's always been
a crucial part to choose their represen-
tatives as the notion of identity is always
attached. As People tend to face identity
crisis as the people are treated differently
than the rest of the state regarding their
morphological features and the cultural
spaces. So it becomes very important
to choose a leader who can place their
ideas firmly. But even within the com-
munities ideas differ, and so does their
choices.

People from all age group above eigh-
teen were present. In places far from the
main town especially in villages, people
who had accessibility to vehicles volun-
teered for the travel of others so they can
vote on time prior to that people had to
cover a large amount of distance just to
cast one vote. As the facilities increased
the number of voters increased.

I remember walking down to the vot-
ing centre during the last election as there
was no accessibility to road but with the
road coming up this year we rode a car
till the voting centre. The vehicle similarly
ran the whole day bring in voters and tak-
ing them back and the person behind the
wheels was willing to cast the last vote af-
ter all the eligible voters of the village had
finished casting their precious votes.

In most villages the elderly and wom-
en were sent first for voting while the
men stayed behind patiently waiting for
their turn. People as old as 102 years old
women turned up, people who couldn’t
see with old age, people who were differ-
ently abled, all sections came forth.

Voting is entirely an individual deci-
sion but sometimes things like commu-
nity sentiments come into play. Obvious-
ly not everyone agree to it but most are
washed into the tides of emotions and
often take the path where the majority
decides to walk. We cannot deny the fact
that this is exists in most scenario, as we
are all affected by our surroundings.

The older generation are much devot-

B The Sentiments of Voting Il

ed to voting as they have seen much more
than us. They are also prove very loyal
once they form alliance with one polit-
ical party. Though some might not even
know the names of the parties properly,
they always remember the logo. Symbol-
ism playing a crucial role in connecting
people and politics. I still remember my
grandparents showing the symbols with
their hands as they used to go for voting
in the past. The young are more tenacious
as they tend to vote for the one who can
make their future better.

In the last few years the other side of
the hills have faced both peace and cha-
os, precious time lost in struggle to se-
cure the future. A future for which some
even sacrificed themselves. Peace and
prosperity obviously the ultimate goal.
Voting was mostly peaceful with some
exceptions as reports were out that the
press vehicles came under attack in
some parts. There is always going to be

something for people to channel their
rage and unsatisfaction on and what bet-
ter way to show it on the day of choos-
ing a new political feternity to represent
their voices.

The notion of identity also plays
important role in the choices that peo-
ple make. A sense of belonging is much
stronger, beneficiaries hold a secondary
position. Most were very secretive about
their choice, some even diplomatic but
deep down they know what they want.
Even after Voting nobody is open about
their choices.

Voting a collective decision, for a
common goal. It’s usually a mixture of
sentiments and an unconventional deci-
sion making for me, as individual ideas
and a collective comfort often tend to
clash. And it’s always pleasant to see all
genre of eligible people coming out to
make a collective decision and exercise
the right democracy has given them.

Penguin launches Satyajit Ray library,
to bring out 5 unpublished works

NEw DELHI, APR 28
(PTI): In some good
news for Satyajit Ray
fans, five previously un-
published titles of the
master filmmaker author
will be brought out from

2020 onwards.
Penguin Random
House India has an-

nounced an association
with the Society for the
Preservation of Satyajit
Ray Archives (Satyajit Ray
Society) and the legal es-
tate of the Ray Family to
publish these five titles
under the aegis of The
Penguin Ray Library.

These works consist
of previously unpublished
essays by Ray, Tarini Khuro
translations by Ray and a
lot of his illustrated works
remain unseen till date
among many others.

The Penguin Ray Li-
brary will give Ray’s works
a unique look of their own.
Establishing a series with a
distinct identity, these new
titles will be presented in a
special layout with quintes-
sential aesthetics inspired
by Ray’s sensibilities. The
Penguin Ray Library will be
an endeavour to capture the
brilliance of a Renaissance
man and share his works

with a wider readership,
Penguin said in a statement.

Raywasanace designer,
music composey; illustrator
and a gifted writer. This as-
sociation will celebrate his
contribution to the world of
art, literature, cinema and
music and take his work
to the next level - opening
them up to new platforms
and readers, it said.

Sandip Ray, member
secretary of the Satyajit Ray
Society and Ray’s son, says,
We are excited to be a part
of vision that Penguin Ran-
dom House has for perpet-
uating Ray’s luminous lega-
cy. The Penguin Ray Library
and The Penguin Satyajit
Ray Memorial Lecture are
excellent platforms to in-
troduce his works to new
audiences.

Premanka Goswami,
senior commissioning ed-
itor at Penguin Random
House India, terms it a
historical moment for the
publishing house to be
able to engage with Satya-
jit Ray’s works in this way.

We have visualised the
Penguin Ray Library to
be a hallmark of the mas-
ter’s work as a confluence
of aesthetic subtlety and
creativity. The series of

new titles is a first step to
building an enduring and
meaningful relationship
with Satyajit Ray Society
and the Ray family, Goswa-
mi says.

Penguin is also collab-
orating with the Satyajit
Ray Society to be a part
of the annual lecture that
is held in Ray’s memory
each year. This year, The
Penguin Satyajit Ray Me-
morial Lecture, as it will
be called hereon, was de-
livered by renowned film-
maker Tarun Majumdar
Saturday.

Further establishing
the lecture as one of the
most prestigious cultural
events of the year, Penguin
will work collectively with
the Ray society and fam-
ily towards building the
property further, as a true
tribute to Ray’s life and
body of work.

Niti Kumar, senior vice
president of Marketing
(digital and communi-
cations) at Penguin Ran-
dom House India says The
Penguin Ray Library and
The Penguin Satyajit Ray
Memorial Lecture are the
publishing house’s ges-
tures to commemorate the
greatness of Ray.
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Messi fires Bar

MADRID, APR 28 (AFP):
Lionel Messi clinched an
eighth La Liga title for
Barcelona in 11 seasons
on Saturday as he scored
the only goal in a 1-0 win
at home to Levante.

The Argentine star
struck his league-lead-
ing 34th goal of the cam-
paign after coming off
the bench for the second
half to help Barca wrap
up the title with three
games remaining.

Barca hold a nine-
point lead over sec-
ond-placed Atletico Ma-
drid, but the Catalans
cannot be overtaken
thanks to their superior
head-to-head record.

It is Barca’s 26th league
title and nudges them clos-
er to Real Madrid’s record
of 33 in Spain.

“To win the title with
a distance and gap is dif-
ficult with the rivals we
have. We've done it two
years in a row,” Barca
coach Ernesto Valverde
told Movistar.

“We’re happy and
to see people enjoying
it makes us proud. But
we still have challeng-
es ahead.”

Valverde initially left
Messi on the bench with
Wednesday’s Champions
League semi-final first

;h:

leg against Liverpool in
mind, but he replaced
Philippe Coutinho at the
break at the Camp Nou.
Coutinho and Luis
Suarez pressed Levante
goalkeeper Aitor Fer-
nandez into action early
on, the Brazilian coming
closest to breaking the
deadlock when his free-
kick rattled the crossbar
shortly before half-time.
He was sacrificed
for Messi though, and it
proved an inspired de-
cision as the Argentine

swept in the winner on
62 minutes following a
frantic scramble inside
the Levante area.

The visitors, not yet
safe from the threat of

relegation,  responded
and put Barca on the de-
fensive but were denied a
last-gasp equaliser when
the ball hit the post and
rolled into the grateful
arms of Marc-Andre ter

Stegen.

“In the end he scored
the goal. He always
scores  goals  every-

where,” Valverde said of
Messi, who celebrated
winning his 10th league
crown.

- ATLETICO DELAY THE
PARTY -

Atletico had delayed
Barca’s title party earlier
in the day as they scraped
past strugglers Real Vall-
adolid 1-0 after surviving
late VAR penalty drama.

Joaquin Fernandez’s
own goal put Atletico
ahead midway through
the second half, but they
had to endure a nervy fi-

ca to eighth La Liga title in

nal few minutes in which
Jan Oblak had to be at his
best and they survived a
late VAR check over what
looked like a clear Santi-
ago Arias handball in the
area.

“It's controversial, a
ball that hits the hand
and the referee’s deci-
sion is to see if it's vol-
untary or not,” said Saul
Niguez, whose cross led
to their fortunate winner.

Diego Simeone’s side
are nine points ahead of
local rivals and reigning

11 years

European champions
Real Madrid, who trav-
el to Rayo Vallecano
on Sunday amid in-
creasing  speculation
they will respond to a
disappointing season
by swooping for Eden
Hazard and Neymar.

“It's what we deserve,
no more, no less. We've
come so far,” added Saul.

“There were mo-
ments when we wanted
to be first and others that
I would say no, that’s
what we deserve.”

Valladolid mean-
while stay 17th, just one
pointanda place away
from the relegation
zone after a match
they will feel they were
unlucky to lose.

Earlier on Satur-
day, Athletic Bilbao and
Alaves did their chances
of European football next
season no favours with a
1-1 draw in the Basque
Country.

Seventh-placed Bil-
bao are five points away
from the Champions
league places -- with
Alaves a further three
points back -- and could
also see Valencia and
Sevilla take the Europa
league further away from
them when they take on
Eibar and Girona.

Good to end home season
on a high: Steve Smith

JAIPUR, APR 28 (PTI):
Steve Smith is happy to
have ended Rajasthan
Royals’ “home run” on a
high after a seven-wicket
win over Sunrisers Hy-
derabad as he gears up
to leave for Australia to
take join national team’s
World Cup preparatory
camp.

Rajasthan Royals
kept slender hopes of IPL
play-off  qualifications
alive with a seven wicket
win over Sunrisers and
are currently on sixth
place with 10 points
from 12 games.

“It was a good end
to our home season, the
boys pulled things back
nicely. Playing together
as a group and we're win-
ning those key moments.
We have been fortunate
in the last few games,’
Smith said at the post-
match press conference.

Rajasthan  will be
hoping for a favourable
result to sneak in as the
fourth team and Smith
believes that his men can
take it to the wire against
Delhi Capitals in the last
game in which he won’t
be available. Hopefully
the boys will play well in
Delhi as well.”

“We need to continue
winning and you nev-
er know. I have got one
more to play in Banga-
lore, it’ll be nice to finish
on a winning note.”

His elbow took a bit
of pounding as he took

an incredible catch
running backwards
to dismiss David

Warner but Smith is
hoping that the dive
has not caused exten-
sive damage ahead of
the World Cup next
month.

Smith had an elbow

surgery earlier this year
and played with a heav-
ily taped right elbow
throughout the tourna-
ment.

“Hopefully, my arm
is ok, it hurt initially be-
cause of the impact. I'll
get to know more once
the tape is off” Smith
said after the match.

On the match, he
praised Liam Livingstone
for his attacking knock
at the top of the order,
which set the platform
for a safe chase.

“Liam  Livingstone
was magnificent as he
played with freedom
and got us off to a good
start. Samson finished
things off nicely” the
skipper said.

He also thanked the
Jaipur crowd which he
termed as “special and
thanked them for their
support”.

India top medal tally at Beijing Shooting World Cup

BEIJING, APR 28 (PTI):
India drew blank on the
final day but still topped
the chart for the second
consecutive ISSF World
Cup, third time in two
years, by bagging three
gold and a silver at the
Beijing edition of the Ri-
fle/Pistol event here.

India topped the
medals tally ahead of
hosts China (2 gold, 2 sil-
ver, 1 bronze), who won
five medals in total.

In the last edition
in New Delhi, India had
jointly topped the stand-
ings with Hungary.

For India, while An-
jum Moudgil and young
Divyansh Singh Panwar
started the medal hunt

with a gold in the 10m Air
Rifle Mixed Team compe-
tition, the teenaged pair
of Manu Bhaker and Sau-
rabh Chaudhary backed
them up with another
yellow metal in the 10m
Air Pistol Mixed Team
Pistol event.

Divyansh then won
India’s first individu-
al medal by clinching
a silver in the men’s
10m Air Rifle.

On Saturday,
Abhishek Verma won In-
dia’s third gold in men’s
10m Air Pistol event.

The concluding day of
the ISSF World Cup Rifle/
Pistol Beijing 2019 edi-
tion however, belonged
to two women legends of

the sport, two-time for-
mer Olympic champion
Maria Grozdeva of Bul-
garia and Croatian Rifle
legend Snjezana Pejcic,
who won the two sched-
uled finals of the day, the
25m Pistol and the 50m
Rifle 3 Positions (3P).

In the first final on
Sunday, the 46-year old
Maria, champion in the
25m Pistol at the Sydney
2000 and Beijing 2004
Olympics, shot 36 in the
final to beat a couple
of young rising stars --
world number one Anna
Korakaki of Greece and
Veronika Major of Hun-
gary, who was fresh from
a double gold in the New
Delhi World Cup.

India could be third largest market for Amway in a decade

KOLKATA, APR 28 (PTI):
India could become the
third largest market for
Amway in a decade, as
the direct selling major
embarks on a new om-
nichannel strategy later
this year, a top company
official said.

China tops Amway’s
global market with USD
2.5 billion in annual rev-
enues, while India ranks
seventh below Korea, the
US, Japan, Thailand and
Taiwan.

“India is already a key
market, but holds a lot
more potential to grow.
We think it can become
the third largest market
for us in a decade,” Am-
way global COO Michael
] Cazer told PTI in an in-
terview.

This was Cazer’s
first visit to West Ben-
gal, a key market for

Amway India.

The USD-8.6 billion
company will roll-out
its omnichannel plat-
form in the second half
of 2019, with growing
emphasis on the digital
platform to fuel the next
leg of growth.

“The forthcoming
e-commerce  platform
(part of the omnichannel
and digital strategy)
will give an experi-
ence similar to etail-
ers like Flipkart and
Amazon,” he said.

Cazer, however, said
despite the emerging
significance of the digi-
tal space, Amway’s direct
selling distribution mod-
el will remain as it is.

“Even for online sales,
distributors’  earnings
will be protected. We will
use a lot of algorithms
to pass on the benefits

(commission) to the dis-
tributors, as they are the
core pillar of interface
with customers,” he as-
serted.

Amway India’s sales
stand at about USD 300
million, and Cazer ex-
uded confidence that
the topline could touch
USD 1 billion in a de-
cade through a strong
global and India-centric
product portfolio, more
distributors, better reg-
ulatory environment and
digital footprint.

Atleast USD 15 million
is lined up for investment
in the near future for In-
dia operations, the senior
Amway official said.

The company had
recently introduced a
herbal range for the In-
dian market under exist-
ing brands like ‘Attitude’,
‘Nutrilite’ and ‘Glister”.

After top-10 high, Rajiv set-
tles for 12th place in Race
2, Senthil crashes out

AMANPREET SINGH
ADELAIDE, APR 28
(PTI): A double points
finish eluded Idemitsu
Honda Racing India but
Rajjiv Sethu ensured that
the team does not return
empty-handed from Race
2 of the Australia round
in ARRC with his 12th
place finish here Sunday.

Rajiv.  added four
points to his six from
Race 1, taking the total
to 10 in Asia production
250 class in the second
round of the Asia Road
Racing ~ Championship
(ARRC) at Bend Motor-
sport Park.

However, it turned
out to be a nightmarish
race for young Senthil
Kumar, who crashed in
the opening lap itself due
to technical snag in his
bike.

While Senthil was
among points on his
debut in Malaysia, the
young Chennai rider
was left dejected after
technical issues, possi-
bly related to engine,
brought about a pre-
mature end to his race.

A crash on the second
turn in the opening lap,
involving Race 1 winner
Fadly Andy Muhammad,
caused chaos after Rajiv
began from his best-ever
12th position on the grid.

While Andy flipped
multiple times after
jumping off his bike, the
melee did not affect Rajiv
much as he was riding in
the middle group.

While he soon gained
a place to get to 11th
place in Lap 2 and main-
tained the position for
five laps, Yamaha's To-
req Muhammad Faerozi
overtook him in Lap 7.

Another crash hap-
pened and in order to
avoid collision, Rajiv had
to slow down but he re-
covered quickly to con-
tinue improving his lap
time.

Rajiv  tried hard
to move forward but
Faerozi and Muham-
maed Muzakkir re-
mained strong in their
positions to deny the In-

dian his second consecu-
tive top-10 finish.

“The start was good
but it was more of a jug-
gling after the crash. For
five laps, I could stay with
the front bunch and tim-
ing was also quick. It's a
positive from this race
though the overall result
is disappointing for me,”
said the 21-year-old.

“I lost a bit of time
due to high-side (avoid-
ing crash). The next
round will at my second
home (Thailand) and I
am sure there is a sur-
prise in store.”

Senthil said he could
not figure out what hap-
pened to the bike.

“The formation lap
and the start was good
but it stopped in the mid-
dle of the opening lap.
The temperature was
also new for me. I am im-
proving with every race
and there should be a
better outing in the next
round,” said the soft-spo-
ken 18-year-old.

Japan’s Aiki Iyoshi
won the race ahead of
Thailand’s Muklada
Sarapuech and Busari
Tatchakorn.

After Andy crashed
out, Muklada appeared
cruising but in Lap5
Iyoshi passed her and
maintained the lead
throughout.

Parbhu Nagaraj, who
heads the Motorsport
operations for Honda,
said Rajiv did extremely
well to recover and the
team coach --- was also
happy with the way he
approached the race.

“Rajiv’s lap timings
have improved consid-
erably. He was clock-
ing 2:09 and it his
best. Senthil too was
unfortunate today
but since he has also
competed in Thailand
during the Thai tal-
ent Cup, the familiar-
ity with the track will
help him.

“We are yet to find
out what exactly is
wrong with the bike.
We are still investigat-
ing,” Nagaraj said.

Trump, US media in open war on annual dinner date

WASHINGTON, APR 28
(AFP): It's meant to be
the annual Washington
love-in, a dinner where
White House journalists
and the president yuk it
up in a hotel ballroom.
But this Saturday, Pres-
ident Donald Trump
stood up his dates.

Members of the
White House Corre-
spondents’ Association,
or WHCA, were decked
out in bow ties and
gowns at the downtown
Washington Hilton.

Trump, however, was
685 miles (1100 kilo-
meters) away in Green
Bay, Wisconsin, for a
rally with his baseball
cap-wearing supporters.

As usual, he devoted
portions of his speech -
like most of his speech-
es - to haranguing the
“fake news media” or
“enemy of the people.”
“They are fakers,” he
said of the media to a
typically boisterous
crowd.

“I'll tell you, you
know what sucks? Their
ratings suck because
people don’t believe
them.” Back in Washing-
ton, the WHCA's presi-
dent Olivier Knox told
attendees he did not
want to dwell on Trump
- but called for a rejec-

tion of the president’s
rhetoric.

“Fake news and en-
emies of the people
are not punchlines, pet
names or presidential.
And we should reject
politically expedient
assaults on the men
and women whose hard
work makes it possible
to hold the powerful to
account,” he said.

Although there’s
nothing obligatory
about attending WHCA
dinners, presidents
have usually done so at
some point during their
time in office since the
inaugural version in
1921.

Ronald Reagan was
the last absentee in
1981 and he had a de-
cent excuse: being re-
cently shot in an assas-
sination attempt.

Trump, however, has
boycotted what he calls
the “boring” and “neg-
ative” party for three
years in a row - his en-
tire presidency so far.

The gala used to be a
glamorous affair where
hundreds of journal-
ists, Hollywood celeb-
rities and the president
were entertained by a
top-drawer comedian
or other talent.

Now the celebs have

drained away and this
year even the comedian
was missing.

A presidential his-
torian, Ron Chernow,
delivered the main
speech instead, in which
he criticised what he
described as an “insid-
ious” and ‘“relentless
campaign against the
very credibility of the
news media.”

Acknowledging that
his speech was a shift
from traditional head-
liners at the dinner,
Chernow said: “We need
them (comedians) now
more than ever, during
this surreal interlude in
American life.”

Underlining the
snub, Trump ordered
staff, including chief

press secretary Sarah
Sanders - who appeared
onstage in Wisconsin
- to also refuse invita-
tions.

It's the latest shot
in what the president
sees as his war against
a media machine refus-
ing to give him fair cov-

erage.
Trump’s main
weapon is Twitter,

which he uses daily
to reach some 60 mil-
lion followers. Millions
more follow him on
other platforms.

The other main way
of bypassing potential-
ly critical outlets is his
extraordinary relation-
ship with Fox News, the
Rupert Murdoch-owned
network which has been
criticised for coming to
resemble state televi-
sion.

Even if many of its
news journalists main-
tain their independence,
some of the most prom-
inent anchors and hosts
show nothing but loyal-
ty to Trump. They're re-
warded with exclusive
access to administra-
tion officials and to the
president himself.

Meanwhile, other
outlets are mostly kept
at arm’s length.

The press brief-
ing room in the White
House, which used to
see nearly daily Q&A
sessions under previous
presidents, has been all
but abandoned.

Trump is unusually
accessible, but mostly
through often chaotic,
informal gatherings,
while Saturday marks
the 48th day since Sand-
ers held a full briefing.

When they are not
being ignored, White
House journalists can
expect to hear abuse.
Trump’s rallies invari-

ably include segments
where he encourages
the crowd to boo the
reporters covering the
event.

For years, WHCA
dinners were a chance
to let the hair down in
a notoriously serious
town. Past perform-
ers include Bob Hope,
Frank Sinatra and Bar-
bra Streisand.

Since the 1980s, co-
medians have provided
entertainment, making
gentle and not-so-gen-
tle fun, or “roasting,”
the centerpiece of the
dinner.

Presidents were ex-
pected to give as good
as they got. A standout
moment was Obama’s
riffin 2011, when one of
his comic targets in the
VIP-packed  audience
was none other than
Donald Trump.

Last year, though,
the jokes fell flat with
organisers.

Featured comedian
Michelle Wolf tore into
Sanders and caused as
much offense as laugh-
ter. Even the WHCA
thought it had gone too
far, calling her routine
“not in the spirit” of
the occasion.

Wolf  called
WHCA “cowards.

the
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Iran: Exiting nuclear pact one of
‘many options’ after US sanctions

TEHRAN, APR 28 (AFP):
Iran’s Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif
has said leaving the
nuclear  Non-Prolifera-
tion Treaty is one of the
“many options” Tehran
has to retaliate against
US sanctions, state media
reported Sunday.

The United States has
imposed a raft of sanc-
tions against the Islamic
republic since President
Donald Trump withdrew
last year from the 2015
Iran nuclear deal with
world powers.

On Monday Wash-
ington announced an
end to sanction waiv-
ers for buyers of Iranian
crude oil, and earlier this
month the US declared
Iran’s elite Revolutionary
Guards a “foreign terror-
ist organisation”.

“The Islamic repub-
lic has many options..
(leaving) the NPT is one
of them,” Zarif said in re-
marks to Iranian report-
ers in New York aired by
state television.

State news agen-
cy IRNA said Zarif was
asked why he had not
touted leaving the nucle-
ar treaty as one of Iran’s
possible reactions during
his trip as he had done so
previously.

“The country’s offi-
cials are deliberating”
the different options and
measures, Zarif replied,
adding that the possibili-
ty of leaving the NPT was
among those options.

He did not list the
other options.

Iran has branded the
US sanctions “illegal” and
Zarif warned on Wednes-
day that there would be
consequences should
Iran be barred from sell-
ing its oil.

The 2015 Iran nu-
clear deal with six
world powers -- Brit-
ain, China, France, Rus-
sia, the United States
and Germany -- had
given the Islamic repub-
lic sanctions relief in ex-
change for curbs on its
nuclear programme.
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Chinese Prez Xi meets Imran Khan, calls
for improvement of Indo-Pak relations

KJM VARMA
BEIJING, APR 28 (PTI):
Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping met Prime Minister
Imran Khan on Sunday
and expressed hope that
Pakistan and India can
meet each other halfway
to improve their strained
relations following the
Pulwama terror attack
by a JeM suicide bomber.

Both leaders also ex-
changed views on the
situations in South Asia,
an official Chinese state-
ment here said about the
meeting between Xi and
Khan.

The India-Pakistan
relations reportedly fig-
ured prominently in the
meeting. Xi expressed
hope that Pakistan and
India can meet each oth-
er halfway and promote
the stabilisation and im-
provement of India-Paki-
stan relations, it said.

Khan arrived in China
on April 25 and attend-
ed China’s 2nd Belt and
Road Forum (BRF) held
on April 26-27.

The BRF meeting
was held to highlight the
achievement of the tril-
lion-dollar Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) started
by Xi in 2013 in which
USD 60 billion China-Pa-
kistan Economic Corri-
dor (CPEC) is an import-
ant component.

India skipped the
meeting for the second
time, protesting over the
CPEC which is being laid
through Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir (PoK).

The Sunday’s meet-
ing between Xi and Khan
was regarded significant

as it was held in the back-
drop of heightened ten-
sions between India and
Pakistan following the
February 14 Pulwama
terror attack carried out
by Pakistan-based terror
group Jaish-e-Muham-
mad (JeM) which killed
40 Indian CRPF soldiers.

China had sent its
Vice Foreign Minister
Kong Xuanyou to visit
Pakistan in March as part
of its efforts to ease the
tensions.

Khan’s meeting with
Xi took place when Chi-
na is under pressure at
the United Nations over
its repeated attempts to
block efforts to declare
Pakistan-based JeM lead-
er Masood Azhar as a
global terrorist.

Last month, China put
a technical hold on a res-
olution put forth by the
US, the UK and France at
the UN’s 1267 counter
terrorism committee to

Y

declare Azhar as a global
terrorist.

The US later took the
issue to the UN Securi-
ty Council (UNSC) in a
bid to pressure China to
take a public stance on
Azhar’s issue instead of
just putting up blocks at
the 1267 committee.

China had expressed
its firm opposition to the
issue being taken to the
UNSC, saying that the
matter headed for settle-
ment and blamed the US
for scuttling it.

While there is no
word here whether the
Azhar issue figured in
Xi’s talks with Khan, offi-
cials say there is a sense
of wariness on the part of
Beijing to block India, the
US and other countries’
efforts to blacklist him at
the UN on behalf of Paki-
stan.

Officials hoped that
the issue could be re-
solved in the coming

weeks following Khan's
visit to China.

Prior to his meet-
ing with Xi, Khan called
on Chinese Premier Li
Keqiang during which
the two  countries
signed a number of
agreements. Earlier, he
met Chinese Vice Presi-
dent Wang Qishan.

During Sunday’s
meeting, Xi expressed
China’s firm support to
Pakistan to further the
bilateral ties between the
all-weather allies.

“Pakistan is China’s
all-weather strategic co-
operative partner. China
and Pakistan are ‘iron
friends’ and have always
firmly supported each
other on issues concern-
ing each other’s core in-
terests.” Xi said.

China takes Pakistan
as a priority in its diplo-
macy, he said.

“No matter how in-
ternational and regional

situations change, China
firmly supports Pakistan
in safeguarding its sov-
ereignty and national
dignity, choosing its own
development path suited
to its national conditions,
combating terrorist and
extremist forces, striving
for a sound external se-
curity environment, and
playing a constructive
role in international and
regional affairs,” Xi said.

He said major prog-
ress had been made in
bilateral  cooperation
in the construction of
the CPEC, especially in
areas such as finance,
trade and other aspects,
the statement said.

“In the next stage, China
and Pakistan should make
more efforts to advance the
all-weather strategic coop-
eration,” Xi said.

He called on both
sides to deepen high-lev-
el contacts and mutual
support, strengthen stra-

tegic communication and
promote high-quality co-
operation in production
capacity, infrastructure
construction,  people’s
livelihood and trade
within the framework of
the BRI.

Khan said the CPEC
had played an important
role in Pakistan’s eco-
nomic development and
the improvement of peo-
ple’s lives.

He said he believed
more and more countries
will support and partici-
pate in the cooperation
under the BRI

Pakistan is willing to
consolidate its tradition-
al friendship with China,
deepen pragmatic co-
operation and enhance
communication and co-
ordination with China in
multilateral affairs, Khan
was quoted as saying in
the statement.

During his meeting,
Khan spoke a few times
about India-Pakistan re-
lations and the prospects
of peace between the two
countries.

Addressing Pakistan
and China Investment Fo-
rum in Beijing on Sunday,
he expressed hope that
the relations between
the two neighbours will
improve after the Indian
general elections.

“We want to build
a civilized relationship
with our Eastern neigh-
bour and there is a pos-
sibility that if we can re-
solve the Kashmir issue
through dialogue, things
can improve,” he was
quoted by state-run Ra-
dio Pakistan as saying.

Refugees, asylum seekers harassed in

CoLOMBO, APR 28 (PTI):
Nearly 1,600 refugees
from about 15 countries,
mostly from Pakistan, are
facing threats and have
been attacked in Sri Lan-
ka following the Easter
Sunday bombings which
killed over 250 people,
an official said Sunday.

Sri Lanka Sunday
marked a week since
the coordinated blasts
hit three churches and
three luxury hotels, kill-
ing 253 people and inur-
ing over 500 others.

The Islamic State
(ISIS) terror group has
claimed the April 21 co-
ordinated blasts, but the
government has blamed
local Islamist extrem-
ist group National
Thowheeth  Jamaath
(NTJ) for the attack.

There are about
1,600 of them from about
15 countries and from
various religious beliefs.
They had arrived here
to avoid persecution in
their own countries. A
majority of them are Pa-
kistani Christians, a wel-
fare official working with
the refugees said.

A majority of them
were living in the
western coastal town
of Negombo where
one of the Churches, St
Sebastian’s, came under
attack by an ISIS-linked
suicide bomber.

Sri Lanka after Easter Sunday blasts

“They have come un-
der attack and threats,
some of them have
been subject to phys-

ical violence. Their
landlords have been
pressed to evict them,”
the official said.

The moves to shift
them elsewhere have
been met with resis-
tance by respective lo-
cal politicians.

“At least 4 times
they had been taken in
buses out of Negombo
only to be brought back
due to protests,” the offi-
cial said.

He said the state pro-
tection for them and
collaboration with the
UN refugee agency
were important.

“The  government’s
public commitment is
needed to explain the tem-
porary nature of their stay
and why we need to sup-
port and protect them,”
the official said.

Sporadic cases of
anti-Muslim  violence
have been reported

since the blasts.

A large number of
Christian devotees from
the Negombo area were
killed in the St Sebas-
tian’s Church attack. A
timely intervention by
the head of Catholic
Church Malcolm Car-
dinal Ranjith calmed
the situation.

All Sunday masses
were canceled due to
the volatile security sit-
uation, resulting in one
main mass by Cardinal
Ranjitht, the first Sunday
since the attacks.

Atotal of 106 suspects,
including a Tamil medi-
um teacher and a school
principal, have been ar-
rested in connection with
the Easter Sunday blasts,
the police said.

Nine suicide bomb-
ers carried outa series
of devastating blasts
that tore through
three churches and
three luxury hotels on
the Easter Sunday.

Sri Lanka on Sat-
urday banned the NTJ
and a splinter group
linked to the ISIS.

According to Sri Lan-
ka's Foreign Ministry,
the number of foreign
nationals who have been
identified as killed re-
mained at 40, including
11 from India.

Sri Lanka has a popu-
lation of 21 million which
is a patchwork of ethnic-
ities and religions, dom-
inated by the Sinhalese
Buddhist majority.

Muslims account for
10 per cent of the pop-
ulation and are the sec-
ond-largest minority af-
ter Hindus. Around seven
per cent of Sri Lankans
are Christians.

Saudi royal advisor in
Khashoggi trial no-show

WASHINGTON, APR 28
(AFP): Two top Saudi
royal advisors have been
linked to journalist Jamal
Khashoggi’s murder. One
has been labeled the “ring-
leader” but questions are
swirling over the absence
of the other in the closed-
door trial of 11 suspects,
multiple sources told AFP.

Saudi prosecutors
have said deputy intelli-
gence chief Ahmed al-As-
siri oversaw the Wash-
ington Post columnist’s
killing in the kingdom’s
Istanbul consulate last
October and that he was
advised by the royal
court’s media czar Saud
al-Qahtani.

Both aides were part
of Crown Prince Mo-
hammed bin Salman’s
tight-knit inner circle
and have formally been
sacked over the killing
but only Assiri has ap-
peared in the five court
hearings since January,
according to four West-
ern officials privy to the
information.

“Qahtani is not
among the 11 facing
trial,” one of the offi-
cials told AFP.

“What does his ab-
sence mean? Are the
Saudis keen to protect
him or discipline him
separately? No one
knows.” The kingdom’s
public prosecutor last
November indicted 11
unnamed suspects, in-
cluding five who could
face the death penalty
over the murder.

Diplomats from the
UN Security Council’s per-
manent members -- the
US, Britain, France, China,
Russia -- as well as Tur-
key are allowed to attend
as observers of the legal
proceedings that are held

entirely in Arabic.

They are not allowed
to bring interpreters
and are usually sum-
moned at short notice,
the sources said.

A representative of the
Khashoggi family -- which
this month rejected re-
ports of a settlement with
the Saudi government --
has attended at least one
court session, they said.

Maher Mutreb, an in-
telligence operative who
frequently traveled with
the crown prince on for-
eign tours, forensic expert
Salah al-Tubaigy and Fa-
had al-Balawi, a member
of the Saudi royal guard,
are among the 11 on trial
who could face the death
penalty, the officials said.

The defendants are al-
lowed legal counsel.

Many of them have
defended themselves in
court by saying they were
carrying out orders by
Assiri, describing him
as the “ringleader” of
the operation, according
to the officials.

The kingdom’s media
ministry did not respond
to AFP’s request for com-
ment. The defendants’
lawyers could also not be
reached.

Assiri, lionized in
Saudi military ranks as
a war hero, does not face
the death penalty, the
Western officials added.

Believed to have pre-
viously worked closely
with US intelligence, he
is also not named in two
American sanctions lists
of Saudis implicated in
the murder.

Qahtani, who led fiery
social media campaigns
against critics of the
kingdom and was seen
as a conduit to the crown
prince, is on both lists.

UAE gives birth certificate to girl born
to Hindu father and Muslim mother

DuBal, Apr 28 (PTI):
In probably the first, the
UAE government has giv-
en birth certificate to a
nine-month old girl who
was born to an Indian Hin-
du father and a Muslim
mother, setting aside the
country’s marriage rules
for expatriates during the
Year of Tolerance, accord-
ing to a media report.

As per the marriage
rules for expatriates in

UAE, a Muslim man can
marry a non-Muslim
woman but a Muslim
woman cannot marry a
non-Muslim man.

Sharjah-based expat
Kiran Babu and Sanam
Saboo Siddique, who got
married in Kerala in 2016,
faced and unusual situa-
tion when their daughter
was born in July 2018, the
Khaleej Times reported.

“I have an Abu Dhabi

visa. | get my insurance
coverage there and got my
wife admitted to Medeor
24X7 Hospital in the emir-
ate. But after the baby’s
delivery, the birth certifi-
cate was rejected as I am a
Hindu,” Babu said.

“l, then applied for a
no-objection  certificate
through the court. The tri-
al went on for four months
but my case was rejected,”
he added.
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Blackpink’s ‘Kill This Love’ music vid-
eo has been taking the world by storm,
breaking records left and right.

However, if you are in Ko-
rea, it is likely that you won'’t
be able to catch the epic mu-
sic video airing on the South
Korean television channel,
KBS. It was revealed that KBS
has actually banned BLACK-
PINK’s ‘Kill This Love’ and
deemed it unfit for broadcast.

For those who have caught
the music video, you might be
wondering why they would ban
such a visually arresting vid-
eo from airing, especially at the
height of BLACKPINK's popu-
larity. The reason given is rather
surprising. ‘Kill This Love’ is
banned for a specific scene
where Rose was driving a car
without a seatbelt.

According to KBS, they
deemed the scene to be vio-
lating traffic laws and encour-
aging driving without a seatbelt, which
is against the law in South Korea. ‘Kill

This Love’ is not the only music video to
be banned from broadcast. Park Bom’s
‘4:44 Kim Dong-Han’s ‘Focus, and Cho

Jung-Min’s ‘Ready Q' are also banned
from broadcast. The music videos are al-

KBS hans airing BLAGKPINK's ‘Kill This Love’ MV

lowed to be edited to omit parts that are
deemed to be violating broadcast laws
and then resubmitted for a review. Only

when it is approved then the music vid-
eo is allowed to be aired for the public.
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Scarlett Johansson might
take political plunge

David Bowers tapped for
‘Rugrats’ live-action movie

Los ANGELES, APrR 28 (PTI):
“Diary of a Wimpy Kid” direc-
tor David Bowers has been
roped in to helm “Rugrats”
live-action movie.

According to The Hollywood
Reporter, the film is being pro-
duced by Karen Rosenfelt.

The Nickelodeon and Par-
amount film will see CG babies
moving around in CG diapers on
the screen.

“Rugrats” was the popular
Nicktoon show that ran from
1991 and into the 2000s, cen-
tering on a group of toddlers,

led by a one-year-old named
Tommy Pickles, who, at least
in their minds, have the most
amazing adventures.

David Goodman wrote the
script for the new film.

The feature follows a trio of
animated movies released be-
tween 1998 and 2003.

Besides Tommy, other orig-
inal characters Chuckie Finster,
twins Phil and Lil DeVille, and
Angelica Pickle will be featured,
along with new entrants.

The film is set to be released
on January 29, 2021.

ON THE GO! Jet setter Padma Lakshmi is

spotted arriving at LAX for

an outbound flight.

Childhood memories helped Tessa
Thompson's performance in ‘Little Woods’

Los ANGELES, APR 28 (PTI): Actor Tessa
Thompson says she drew inspiration from
her childhood memories for her character in
the upcoming film, “Little Woods”.

The Nia DaCosta-directed film fea-
tures Thompson and Lily James as two
estranged sisters from North Dakota who
are driven to extremes when their mother
dies, leaving them with one week to pay
back her mortgage.

In an interview with Collider, Thompson
said things would have been less “confus-
ing” for her if the film had released when
she was young.

“It is also my experience. My half-sister,
who [ grew up and who has my heart, is white,

and I'm me. We grew up in an experience
where people were like, ‘You're what?! How
do you relate to each other?” To see that on
screen and normalised was huge for me.

“If I had seen depictions like that when I
was little, it would have probably helped me
navigate all of the confusion that I felt around
being at public schools and being one of the
only brown people in that space, and looking
across at my sister and feeling alienated be-
cause we didn’t look alike. There were just so
many things about this project that meant a
lot to me,” she added.

Thompson was last seen in “Avengers:
Endgame”. She will also be seen in “Men In
Black: International”.

Los ANGELES, APR 28 (PTI): Actor Scarlett Johansson
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says she will not rule out the possibility of her entering
politics “some time in the future”.

The 34-year-old actor is one of the most political-
ly active Hollywood celebrities and never minced her
words when it comes to important issues.

Discussing her activism during an interview with Va-
riety, Johansson said she harbours political aspirations.
“Maybe some time in the future. I think the greatest way
to effect change is in local politics. Maybe at some point
in the distant future I will feel that calling, but I just ha-
ven't,” the actor said.

Johansson currently stars as superhero Natasha Ro-
manoff aka Black Widow in “Avengers: Endgame”.

She is also set to headline a stand-alone based on
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Los ANGELES, APR 28
(PTI): Actor Gary Sinise
has boarded the cast of
Mark  Walhberg-starrer
“Good Joe Bell”.

The 64-year-old actor,
best known for starring
in films such as “Forrest
Gump” and “Mission to
Mars”, joins Walhberg,
Connie Britton and Reid
Miller in the new film.

The movie will be di-
rected by Reinaldo Mar-
cus Green from a script
by “Brokeback Moun-
tain” scribes Diana Ossa-
na and Larry McMurtry,

reported Deadline.

It tells the true story
of Oregonian father Joe
Bell (Wahlberg), who
sets out on a walk across
America with his son, Ja-
din (Miller).

The project will be
produced by Daniela Ta-
plin Lundberg of Stay
Gold, Riva Marker, Jake
Gyllenhaal of Nine Stories,
Eva Maria Daniels of Vi-
sion Chaos, Cary Fukuna-
ga of Parliament of Owls,
Ryan Ahrens of Argent
Pictures, Wahlberg and
Stephen Levinson.
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THE DAY AHEAD

ARIES: Does it feel like you’re hosting
an internal tug of war, Aries? Heads up:
There might not be a clear winner this Sat-
urday. Blame it on an irresolvable clash
between driven Mars and hazy Neptune
pulling you between productivity and es-
cape. Just when you get to the sweetest
part of your little daydream, reality comes
banging on your door, perhaps in the form
of a stressful email or appointment.
TAURUS: Social pressure may be strong
this Saturday, but before you reflexively say
yes to an invitation, think about what you
actually want to do. Neptune in your social
sector lends a dreamy quality to the day, but
because it’s clashing with agitator Mars, you
could spend more time playing referee than
enjoying the chill vibes—especially if a dis-
ruptive person is demanding attention.
GEMINI: Speak your piece on Saturday,
Gemini—just don’t get your hopes up TOO
high. Passionate Mars is firing up your sign,
but he’s getting derailed by nebulous Neptune
in your career corner. You may have a clear
sense of what you want to accomplish, but the

decision makers might not ready to green-light
your big idea.

CANCER: Keep it real, Cancer! It’ll be
easy to get carried away with a “genius”
idea on Saturday, but, um, how credible is
it? You may have a tough time distinguish-
ing the practical from the fanciful thanks to
a tangled angle between pushy Mars in your
hazy twelfth house and nebulous Neptune.
It’s great to give your imagination free rein,
but you don’t want to fall out of the saddle.
LEO: Friend or frenemy? You might not
be able to take people at their word this
Saturday, Leo—which isn’t being cynical,
just self-protective! A tricky clash involv-
ing aggressive Mars in your teamwork
zone and nebulous Neptune in your secre-
tive eighth house makes it difficult to get
to the truth of a situation. Someone may
have a hidden agenda—or just something
to hide. Either way, don’t believe every-
thing you hear, regardless of how sincere
or persuasive a person may seem.
LIBRA: Home is where your Libran heart is
today. Share the love with your closest com-
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panions, nurturing your relationships with
random acts of kindness. Channel the do-
mestic vibes at the office, bringing in a batch
of gluten-free muffins or little succulents for
everyone’s desk. If someone dear to you has
been struggling, lend them your ear and listen
without interrupting or judging.

VIRGO: You’re on a direct path to the finish
line, but what’s up with all the distractions?
With dynamo Mars tearing up your career cor-
ner, you’re a Virgo on a mission! But Saturday,
as the red planet clashes with hazy Neptune in
your partnership nook, people can be uncoop-
erative (or flaky)—and that’s putting it kindly.
Do what you can to get others on-board, spell-
ing out instructions explicitly. But before it turns
into a mission impossible, put the collaborative
stuff on hold and focus on the things you CAN
control. On Sunday, make it your mission to
banish stress from your body.

SCORPIO: Generosity is a wonderful thing,
but are you expecting something in return for
your noble act of goodwill? As the moon links
up with first Saturn and then Pluto, take a hard
look at your magnanimity. If you’re placing

expectations on other people, you're setting
the stage for resentment. Practice giving without
secretly hoping you’ll get something in return.
SAGITTARIUS: Romance is anything but
clear on Saturday, thanks to a befuddling
square between lusty Mars and illusory
Neptune in your passion zones. You could
be ready to go all in with someone only to
get crickets every time you reach out. Or
maybe you’re the one being chased, and you
can’t get over your ambivalence. The day is
marked by strong flirtation and big promis-
es, but commitments are harder to come by!
CAPRICORN: Are you suffering need-
lessly by working yourself to the bone?
Sure, your tireless ambition and per-
sistence reaps great success, but it doesn’t
have to be such a struggle either. Today,
the Capricorn moon connects to (first)
pragmatic Saturn, your ruler, and then
penetrating Pluto, encouraging you to
reach for the low-hanging fruit and sim-
plify your goal-setting!

AQUARIUS: PIt’s hard for you to say no,
Aquarius, but will saying yes drain you?

Set firm boundaries with a needy friend or
loved one as the moon gets in step with
(first) stern Saturn and then moody Plu-
to. Watch for temptation to dive in for the
rescue; save the hero act for another time.
You don’t have to dismiss this person en-
tirely. Show your support by asking poi-
gnant questions to help them draw their
own conclusions. There’s only so much
hand-holding and coddling you can do be-
fore resentment ensues. Empower them to
figure this out on their own!

PISCES: Don’t overplan your schedule on
Saturday, Pisces: You could get derailed be-
fore your second mug of matcha! With Nep-
tune in your sign clashing with aggro Mars
in your home sector, chaos may ensue. Cer-
tain relatives (or roomies) might be dialing
up the drama as you’re trying to calm things
down. Accept the fact that you’re just one
person and there’s only so much you can do
in a day. If people try to rope you into do-
ing more, sweetly explain that you love ‘em
dearly, but you simply have other commit-
ments (like, your own!).
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