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Minister appeals to teachers to call off protest, aCs 
reiterates govt’s position on adhoc appointments

Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 06 Sept:

Even as the health condi-
tion of one of the ad-hoc 

teachers on hunger strike is 
reportedly deteriorating, the 
Education Department to-
day addressed the media at 
a press conference and spoke 
on the issue for the first time 
since the teachers started 
their protest.

The issue has been in the 
news for the past week and 
has grown more vexed. The 
Department lined up its top 
brass for the press briefing 
today with Education Minis-
ter, Additional Chief Secretary 
[Education], and other offi-
cers on the dais explaining the 
government’s position.

Additional Chief Secretary, 
GP Upadhyaya, reiterated that 
the State government has 
made a new arrangement for 
one-time interview for ad-hoc 
teacher recruitment following 
which, such teachers will not 
have to apply every year, will 
receive automatic extensions 
without the earlier practise 
of being let go before win-

ter vacations and getting re-
appointed with the new aca-
demic session.

He also repeated the gov-
ernment assurance that ser-
vices of ad hoc teachers will 
be regularised after they com-
plete eight years of ad hoc ser-
vice and that previous service  
record of the teachers will 
also be included while calcu-
lating this eight-year tenure 
before regularisation.

The protesting teachers 
have already accepted the in-
terview process and are de-
manding that their tenures 

be extended till the results 
were announced to ensure 
that their livelihoods are not 
disrupted because of delay at 
the department’s end and the 
education of students were 
not hampered.

The tenures of the protest-
ing teachers ended in June and 
because of the delay in calling 
the interviews, students are 
without the service of more 
than 800 teachers whose ad 
hoc terms ended 

For  the salaries lost by ad 
hoc teachers while the inter-
view process was underway, 

the ACS stated that from now 
on ad hoc teachers will be 
on the government’s payroll 
even during winter vacations 
and this should offset the cur-
rent loss of  salaries.

Education Minister Kunga 
Nima Lepcha, in turn, ap-
pealed to the protesting ad-
hoc teachers to call off their 
strike and join the scrutiny of 
documents process which be-
gan today.

The teachers have protest-
ed this process as well, point-
ing out that it was sprung by 
the department to disrupt 

their protest since the ear-
lier rules mandated the docu-
ments to be scrutinised dur-
ing the interviews.

The Minister added that 
this time, the appointment 
would almost be like a per-
manent appointment and the 
eight-year term could be con-
sidered as probation.

When asked why the 
Department was not mak-
ing permanent recruitments 
then, the ACS said that per-
manent recruitments were 
a long-drawn process with 
written examinations and 

other formalities, hence the 
ad hoc route to expedite the 
process.

The Minister appealed to the 
protesting teachers to call off the 
strike and the hunger strike.

On why the Department 
was not meeting the teachers or 
why it took so long to address 
the issue publicly, the ACS said 
that officials have been meet-
ing different groups of teach-
ers through out and explaining 
the government’s position and 
that these issues were also ad-
dressed in a press release re-
cently but the message was not 
received properly. 

“In addition, this time the 
appointment of ad-hoc teach-
ers will be made by the Sikkim 
State Teachers Recruitment 
Board and not by the Depart-
ment of Education, which will 
be more transparent,” the ACS 
added.

He explained that the delay 
in conducting the interviews 
for ad-hoc teachers was due to 
ongoing interview process for 
the posts of Headmaster and 
AEO by the Sikkim State Teach-
ers Recruitment Board.

Teachers turn down Deptt’s 
appeal to call off protest

Covid claims two more lives 
in Sikkim, toll reaches 375

SFA announces 
selection trials 
to pick senior 
girls team
Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 06 Sept: 

Sikkim Football Asso-
ciation [SFA] has an-

nounced plans to carry 
out selection trials of 
senior girls from East 
and North Districts at 
Crown Prince Tenz-
ing Namgyal Ground 
[Old Guards Ground] at 
10AM on 09 September 
[Thursday]. 

These trials are being 
held to select the Sikkim 
women’s football team 
for the Senior National 
Football Championship 
to be conducted by All 
India Football Federa-
tion [AIFF] in November 
later this year, informs 
a press release issued 
by SFA president, Menla 
Ethenpa.

The release mentions 
that a separate trial for 
footballers from South 
and West districts will be 
held at later stage. 

Interested footballers 
can contact Puspa Gu-
rung of SFA women's 
wing at 95474-05823 
and Anuradha, Assistant 
Coach at 97-33555-949 
for further details.

Ad-hoc teacher 
issue arose 
during SDF 
govt: SKM
Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 06 Sept: 

Sikkim Krantikari Morcha 
party today blamed the 

previous Sikkim Democrat-
ic Front government for ru-
ining the education system 
in the state. 

An SKM press release 
states that the party is 
trying to correct the mis-
takes made by the SDF 
government. SDF gov-
ernment failed to make 
concrete rules and come 
up with a solution for the 
appointment of ad-hoc 
teachers in the State, the 
release adds.

The SKM government 
has given full respect to 
teachers and has already 
announced that ad-hoc 
teachers will be regular-
ized after 8 years.

The release states 
that the SKM president 
was also a teacher in the 
past so he understands 
the pain and problems of 
teachers.

The release alleges 
that while the govern-
ment has been working 
to solve the issue of ad-
hoc teachers permanent-
ly, Pawan Chamling has 
been using this issue for 
his political benefits. The 
SDF president should 
think before giving any 
statement on the pres-
ent ad-hoc teacher issue 
since it has arisen due to 
the failure of the earlier 
SDF government.

The release states 
that SKM took the initia-
tive to solve problems re-
lated to the appointment 
of ad-hoc teachers in its 
two and a half years in 
power which SDF failed 
to do in 25 years.

Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 06 Sept: 

Sikkim’s Covid death toll climbed 
to 375 on Monday with the virus 

claiming two more lives in the last 
24 hours. Of the two deaths, one was 
registered at STNM Hospital and the 
other at Namchi District Hospital in 
South District.

While the fatalities remain worry-
ing, infections and test positivity rates 
have dropped substantially. As per 
the Daily Report of Covid-19 in Sik-
kim issued by the Integrated Disease 
Surveillance Programme of Health 
Department this morning, the test 
positivity rate for the last 24 hours 
came in at 4.5% with the 14 new cas-
es being detected from the testing of 
308 samples on Sunday. 

Of these 14 new cases, four were 
reported in East District, four in West 

District and six in South District.
While 122 samples were screened 

via RT-PCR of which six returned pos-
itive, eight cases were picked up from 
183 samples put through Rapid Anti-
gen Testing.

Sikkim’s tally of confirmed Covid 
cases has now reached 30,256.

On the other hand, 62 more CO-
VID patients made full recoveries and 
were released from home and facility 
isolation on Sunday further improv-
ing the number of recovered cases to 
28,679. 

There are currently 913 active Co-
vid cases in the State.

Meanwhile, there were only two 
new hospitalizations of Covid pa-
tients yesterday while there are 10 
COVID patients currently in ICU facili-
ties at STNM Hospital and Central Re-
ferral Hospital.

Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 06 Sept: 

Protesting teachers sit-
ting on a dharna at 

Sichey have rejected the 
Education Department’s 
appeal to call off their 
protest and resolved to 
continue till the issue 
was resolved. They also 
alleged that the Depart-
ment devised the docu-
ment scrutiny process 
which began today to  
bring division among 
the teachers and derail 
their protest.

Responding to the 
Education Minister's 
appeal to call off the 
dharna since they 
would otherwise miss 
the scrutiny process, a 
teacher at the protest 
site highlighted that 
they did not launch 
the protest lightly and 
could not hence call it 

off until the issue was 
resolved.

The teachers are de-
manding that the ser-
vices of the adhoc teach-
ers be extended until the 
interview process was 
completed.

“The Minister had 
asked our parents to 
take us from the protest 
site but we are here for 
our rights and we have 
the full support of our 
families and the people 
at large. Our parents will 
not come to take us away 
but will rather join us in 
the dharna,” she said.

Another teacher 
stated that the health 
condition of teachers on 
indefinite hunger strike 
is deteriorating and were 
attended to by a team 
from STNM Hospital to-
day after they placed an 
application with the hos-

pital this morning. 
“A hunger strike is 

not taken lightly and our 
teachers have been on a 
hunger strike for the last 
four days for our rights 
and I urge the depart-
ment not to take it easy. If 
anything happens to any 
teacher, then the depart-
ment will be fully respon-
sible,” she expressed.

On the scrutiny of 
documents, a teacher 
mentioned that the de-
partment announced this 
last minute and was dis-
appointed at the depart-
ment’s shallow attempts.

“We are not against the 
interview process but are 
asking for extension as the 
interview process has been 
getting delayed and students 
suffering because their syl-
labus has still not been com-
pleted,” a teacher said. 

turn to pg02
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He alleged that the department has been trying to 
distract attention from its failure to meet the require-
ments of the students by playing a double-standard 
game with teachers. 

“We regret believing the verbal assurance of the 
department because we have been let down every 
time. We repeatedly tried to meet the Additional Chief 
Secretary to follow up on the matter but he refused to 
meet us and suddenly announced the interview pro-
cess,” they said.

Teachers turn...

Mental health matters
BHAWANA LAMICHANEY

The well-being of a human being has 
two facets viz., physical and mental 

health. However the physical health of 
an individual has donned greater prom-
inence over the mental health aspect. 
Mental illness has been considered a 
taboo in society from time immemori-
al which has resulted in lack of aware-
ness on the issue. Ignorance of mental 
health concepts and related metal ill-
ness has also led to lower awareness  
level among  the masses, which in 
turn has increases number of metal 
disorders in society like depressions, 
anxiety disorders ,phobias, mood dis-
orders, Schizophrenia, dementia in 
Alzheimer’s diseases, substances use 
disorders and many more. With al-
most 264 million people worldwide, 
depression stands out as one of the 
most common metal disorders, where 
women are affected more as com-
pared to Men. As this increase in the 
number of mental illnesses in the soci-
ety leads to the increase in the number 
of death rates in which the main causes 
of deaths are Suicides.

According to the World Health Or-
ganization, Suicide is a global phenom-
enon and occurs throughout the lifes-
pan. Suicide is considered as the lead-
ing cause of death in all the part of the 
world. And also According to the cen-
ters for disease control and prevention, 
the leading cause of death is Suicide. 

Close to 800,000 people die due to sui-
cide every year worldwide, this is one 
person every 40 seconds. Effective and 
evidence-based interventions can be 
implemented at populations, sub-pop-
ulation and individual levels to prevent 
Suicide attempts. There are indications 
that for each adult who died by suicide 
there may have been more than 20 oth-
ers attempting suicide.

WHAT IS MENTAL HEALTH?
According to the world health or-

ganization (WHO), mental health is a 
state of well-being in which an indi-
vidual realizes his or her own abili-
ties, can cope up with the normal 
stresses of life, can work productively 
and is able to make a contribution to his 
or her community.

This definition, while representing 
a substantial progress with respect to 
moving away from the conceptualiza-
tion of mental health as a state of ab-
sence of mental illness, raises several 
concerns and lends itself to potential 
misunderstandings when it identifies 
positive feelings and positive function-
ing as key factors for mental health 
.People in good mental health are often 
sad, unwell, angry or unhappy, and this 
is part of a fully lived life for a human 
being. In spite of this, mental health has 
been often conceptualized as a purely 
positive affect, marked by feelings of 
happiness and sense of mastery over 
the environment.

While mental health is a dynamic 

state of internal equilibrium which 
enables individuals to use their abili-
ties in harmony with universal values 
of society. Basic cognitive and social 
skills; ability to recognize, express and 
modulate one's own emotions, as well 
as empathize with others; flexibil-
ity and ability to cope with adverse life 
events and function in social roles; and 
harmonious relationship between body 
and mind represent impor-
tant components of mental 
health which contribute, to 
varying degrees, to the state 
of internal equilibrium" 
,therefore, Mental Health is an integral 
and essential component of health, 
which is the foundation for individuals 
well-being and the effective functioning 
in the community. Mental health is also 
related to promotion of mental well-
being, prevention of mental disorders 
and treatment, rehabilitation of people 
affected by mental disorders.

WHAT ARE THE COMPONENTS OF 
MENTAL HEALTH?

The components of mental health 
include;

●THE ABILITY TO ACCEPT SELF -A 
mentally healthy individuals feel com-
fortable about himself. He feels reason-
ably secure and adequately accepts his 
shortcomings. In other words, he has 
self-respect. 

●THE CAPACITY TO FEEL RIGHT 
TOWARDS OTHERS -An individual who 
enjoys good mental health is able to be 

sincerely interested in other's welfare. 
He has friendships that are satisfying 
and lasting. He is able to feel a part of 
a group without being submerged by 
it. He takes responsibility for his neigh-
bours and his fellow members. 

●THE ABILITY TO FULFILL LIFE'S 
TASKS- A mentally healthy person is 
able to think for himself, set reason-
able goals and take his own decision. 

He does something about the problems 
as they arise, and is not bowled over by 
his own emotions of fear, anger, love or 
guilt.

It is very important to understand 
mental health, its components and signs 
and symptoms because it helps person 
to realize how important their men-
tal health really is and makes them 
realize to make their mental health 
a priority, because mental health is 
more important as compared to oth-
er health aspects which includes our 
emotional, psychological, and social 
well-being. It affects how we think, 
feel, and act, it also helps to deter-
mine how we handle stress, relate to 
others, and make choices.

So be kind to your mind and make 
your mental health a priority!

[For more information follow 
@miss_mental on Instagram]

abgl protest rally against raju bista

SmRita KhawaS
Darjeeling, 06 Sept:

Akhil Bharatiya Gork-
ha League [Bharti 

faction] held a demon-
stration against Darjeel-
ing MP, Raju Bista, here 
today garlanding his ef-
figy with sandals, calling 
him out for having mis-
led the people of the Hills 
with his announcement 
that the Central Govern-
ment would convene a 

tripartite to thrash out a 
permanent political solu-
tion on the Gorkhaland 
issue.

AGBL [B] general sec-
retary SP Sharma told a 
press briefing that the 
MP had announced that a 
letter would arrive from 
the Centre of the BJP by 
12 August and that by the 
first week of September, 
a tripartite meeting will 
be held for a Permanent 

Political Solution.
No letter has arrived 

and there is still no talk 
of a tripartite meeting. 

ABGL plans to hold 
similar protest rallies ev-
ery Sunday until the MP or 
the Central Government 
explains its position.

The party has also 
questioned what was 
discussed at the meeting 
between the MP, Home 
Minister and MLA.

DISHA meeting held in North Sikkim

Mangan, 06 Sept (IPR): District De-
velopment Coordination and Monitor-
ing Committee (DISHA) meeting were 
held in the conference hall, NDZP, Man-
gan today. The meeting was organised 
by the Office of DC North in coordina-
tion with Rural Development Depart-
ment which was chaired by the Mem-
ber of the Parliament (Lok Sabha), In-
dra Hang Subba. 

The meeting was also attended 
by  Minister for Road and Bridges 
cum MLA (Lachen- Mangan)  Samdup 
Lepcha,  Minister for Forest cum MLA 
(Kabi- Lungchok)  Karma Loday Bhutia, 
Zilla Adhakshya(N) Namday Lepcha, 
Chairman (Sikkim Welfare Commis-
sion)  Nim Tsh Lepcha, Additional Polit-
ical Secretary to CM, Tshering Wangyal 
Bhutia, SP(N) Ongmu Bhutia, officers 
from various line departments.

MP, Indra Hang Subba in his ad-
dress directed all line departments to 
intimate concerned Area MLAs of all 
the ongoing works so that public do not 
have to suffer.

He directed Welfare Department 
officers to promote awareness pro-
grammes at remote areas regarding 
pension related schemes areas so they 

can access to benefits and simultane-
ously gets educated about the schemes. 
He also appealed department heads to 
come up with innovative programmes for 
the welfare of the rural areas. He urged all 
the representatives and the authorities to 
ensure inter-departmental coordination 
while carrying out tasks.

Minister, Forest and also the Area 
MLA (Kabi-Lungchok) Karma Loday 
Bhutia directed all the concerned BDOs 
to take up REDRH scheme seriously for 
early completion. He also directed de-
partment Heads to dispute officers for 
the Forest Clearance and not to send 
contractors.

Minister for Road and Bridges 
cum area MLA (Lachen-Mangan) Sam-
dup Lepcha also suggested to conduct 
proper programmes, implement every 
scheme for the development of rural ar-
eas with proper coordination with the 
panchayats and MLA concerned. 

Earlier, DC(North) Tenzing T Kaleon 
in his welcome address  highlighted 
about the DISHA and called for contin-
ued effort to ensure that all the schemes 
and programmes aimed at grassroot 
development are achieved in the stipu-
lated time.

Minister inaugurates 
physiotherapy clinic in Mangan

wangChuK Bhutia
MANGAN, 06 Sept:

Minister Roads and 
Bridges and Cul-

ture department, Sam-
dup Lepcha inaugurated 
PhysioFit Clinic health 
and lifestyle Physiother-
apy located at Mangan 
Nagar Panchayat Office 
complex today.

Present as chief 
guest, the Minister con-
gratulated Dr. Sheril 

Lepcha (PT), B.P.T. M.P.T 
(Orthopaedic Sports 
Rehabilitation) Consul-
tant Physiotherapist for 
opening such a clinic in 
North District. He urged 
them to provide good 
services and added that 
this is a good asset for 
North Sikkim.

The programme 
concluded with vote of 
thanks delivered by host 
Lenon Lepcha.

will take to the streets 
if teacher issue not 

resolved, Cong warns 

SagaR ChettRi
Gangtok, 06 Sept: 

Sikkim Pradesh Con-
gress Committee 

[SPCC] Chairman, Gopal 
Chettri, today said that 
the Education Depart-
ment should immediate-
ly initiate talks with the 
protesting ad-hoc teach-
ers. He warned that the 
party will also come out 
in support of the teach-
ers if the State govern-
ment does not resolve 
the issue at the earliest. 

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 
Mr Chettri said that it 
was very unfortunate 
for Sikkim that teachers 
were on the road in pro-
test on the occasion of 
Teacher’s Day. He stated 
that imposing section 
144 and using police 
force is not the solution.

With the opening 
of schools today, it is 
ironic that students are 
in schools but teachers 
are on the road for their 
rights, he stated. 

He further stated that 
although the health of 
teachers on hunger strike 
has been deteriorating, 
neither the Minister nor 
any official from Educa-
tion Department has met 
the teachers on protest 

so far to resolve the issue. 
The Minister and Ad-

ditional Chief Secretary 
to Education Department 
should leave their post 
if they are unable to re-
solve the issue of adhoc 
teachers, said Mr Chettri. 

Asking the adminis-
tration to make arrange-
ments for medical emer-
gency at the protest site, 
Mr Chettri said that the 
government and Educa-
tion Department would 
be fully responsible if 
the health of teachers on 
hunger strike worsens. 

The SPCC Chairman 
also lashed out against 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
Sikkim Pradesh on its re-
cent 48-hour ultimatum 
to the State government 
to resolve the issue. 

“BJP is equally an-
swerable on this issue 
being in alliance with the 
SKM government in the 
State. So, BJP cannot talk 
like an opposition party 
but should break the al-
liance if the state govern-
ment does not resolve 
the issue at the earliest,” 
he said. 

He alleged that the 
BJP state unit is just try-
ing to fool people by giv-
ing the 48-hour ultima-
tum.

Ballia registers significant 
rise in viral fever cases

J&K govtdepts. 
asked to clear 
outstanding 
power dues
Jammu, Sep 6 (PTI): The 
Jammu and Kashmir Fi-
nance department on 
Monday directed all gov-
ernment departments 
to clear all outstanding 
dues against electricity 
bills immediately.

This step has been 
taken by the finance de-
partment in view of the 
huge pendency of arrears 
of electricity by govern-
ment departments in the 
union territory.

The additional 
chief secretary finance 
AtalDulloo issued a cir-
cular in this regard on 
Monday.

"It has come to the 
notice of finance depart-
ment that there are out-
standing and pending 
electricity dues against 
various government de-
partments of union terri-
tory of J&K", Dulloo said 
in the circular.

Each department is 
supposed to clear the 
electricity bills of their 
offices raised by power 
development depart-
ment (PDD) every month 
by way of contra-credit 
and book adjustment at 
respective treasuries.

"To streamline pay-
ment of electricity dues, 
it is impressed upon all 
the administrative sec-
retaries to instruct the 
heads of the departments 
and drawing and dis-
bursing officers under 
their administrative con-
trol to clear the electric-
ity dues immediately", 
Dulloo said.

He further directed 
them that the properly 
assessed bills shall be 
cleared by each depart-
ment on monthly basis 
and shortfall in budget 
allocation with proper 
justification shall be pro-
jected in the revised esti-
mates 2021-22.

odisha districts on alert 
amid heavy rain warning

Restrictions remain in 
force in parts of Srinagar

Ballia (UP), Sep 6 
(PTI): The cases of viral 
fever in the district hos-
pital here have increased 
by 25 per cent over the 
past 10 days, a doctor at 
the facility said Sunday, 
amid fears of the spread 
of dengue

Medical superinten-
dent of the hospital Dr VP 
Singh said the children's 
ward is fully occupied 
with patients. "This is the 
rainy season when fever, 
weakness, body pain and 
diarrhoea patients regis-
ter a rise, and it is quite 
natural."

Child specialist Dr J S 
Kumar posted at the dis-
trict hospital said, "In the 
past 10 days, there has 
been an increase of 25 
per cent in the number of 
patients of viral fever."

District Magistrate 

Aditi Singh said all vil-
lage panchayats and ur-
ban local bodies have 
been instructed to un-
dertake anti-larval spray 
and keep a special fo-
cus on cleanliness. Chief 
Medical Officer of Balli-
aDrTanmayKakkar said 
all necessary precautions 
are being taken.

"Everyday, 140 pa-
tients are being tested in 
the district hospital. Most 
of these people are ty-
phoid patients. No death 
has taken place due to 
dengue or viral fever, and 
at present there are nine 
patients of dengue in the 
district," the CMO said.

He added all possi-
bilities of waterlogging in 
affected villages are be-
ing redressed, and anti-
larval spraying is being 
done.

Srinagar, Sept 6 (PTI): 
Normal life remained af-
fected for the fifth day 
on Monday as authori-
ties imposed restrictions 
in parts of the city to 
prevent exhumation of 
separatist leader Syed Ali 
Shah Geelani's body from 
the Hyderpora graveyard 
for burial in the Eidgah 
Martyrs' graveyard in old 
city. "Restrictions have 
been imposed around 
Hyderpora and Eidgah 
areas of the city as a pre-
cautionary measure," of-
ficials said.

The officials said there 
were inputs that miscre-
ants might attempt to ex-
hume Geelani's body for 
burial at the Eidgah grave-
yard where many militants 
and two top separatist 

leaders -- Abdul Gani Lone 
and Mirwaiz Mohammad 
Farooq -- are buried. Gee-
lani had expressed his 
desire to be buried at the 
Eidgah graveyard, accord-
ing to a statement issued 
by separatists in February 
last year.

The 91-year-old died 
at his home here on 
Wednesday night.

Officials said all roads 
leading towards Eidgah 
and Hyderpora have 
been barricaded and 
drones used for main-
taining overhead vigil 
around these areas.

They said CCTV cam-
eras have already been 
installed at the Hyder-
pora graveyard where 
Geelani was buried on 
Thursday. 

Bhubaneswar, Sep 6 
(PTI): The Odisha gov-
ernment on Monday put 
several districts on alert 
as the weather office pre-
dicted that a low-pres-
sure area over the Bay of 
Bengal may trigger heavy 
rainfall across the state, 
officials said.

The district collectors 
were asked to monitor 
the emerging situation 
closely, they said.

A low-pressure area 
was formed over north-
west and adjoining the 
westcentral Bay of Ben-
gal off the south Odisha 
coast. It is likely to move 
west-northwestward 
during the next two-
three days, the weather 
office said.

Rains have already 
started in most parts of 
the state, including Bhu-
baneswar.

"We hope that this 
low pressure will help 
to overcome the prevail-
ing dry spell in 27 of the 
state's 30 districts," a 
senior officer of the Agri-
culture Department said.

In the last 24 hours, 
29 districts have received 

some amount of rainfall.
Jagatsinghpur dis-

trict received the most 
amount of rainfall at 42.9 
mm, followed by Kora-
put (36.2 mm), Gajapati 
(34.9 mm), Cuttack (29.1 
mm), Malkangiri (26.1 
mm), Bhadrak (26 mm) 
and Puri (25 mm).

Boudh was the only 
district where no rainfall 
was recorded in the last 
24 hours.

Under the influence 
of the low-pressure area, 
heavy rainfall coupled 
with thunderstorms and 
lightning are very likely 
in most of the districts till 
September 8, the weath-
er officer predicted.

Alert for heavy rains 
was issued for Gajapati, 
Ganjam, Kalahandi, Kan-
dhamal, Korapur and 
Puri.

Similarly, heavy 
rainfall is very likely in 
Malkangiri, Rayagada, 
Khurda, Cuttack, Jagats-
inghpur, Mayurbhanj and 
Nabarangpur.

Fisherfolks were 
asked not to venture into 
the sea on Monday and 
Tuesday.
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sgay meeting held at duga
Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 06 Sept: 

Under the direction 
of Chief Minister, 

Prem Singh Tamang, a 
review meeting on Sik-
kim Garib Awas Yojana 
was conducted at Duga 
BAC in East District, to-
day, a press release in-
forms.  The meeting was 
attended by Chairperson 
RDD, Sunita Sharma as 
the chief guest.  

The chief guest, in 
her address, mentioned 
that Sikkim Garib Awas 
Yojana is an initiative of 
the State Government 
to facilitate housing for 
the poor and to improve 
the quality of the life of 
deserving households by 
providing basic amenities. 
She also stressed the com-
mitment of the State Gov-
ernment under the leader-
ship of the Chief Minister 
to bring about qualitative 
improvement in the hous-
ing status of the poor.

ADC Development 

East, Radha Pradhan 
highlighted the impor-
tance of the scheme and 
also spoke about the far-
sightedness of the Chief 
Minister to provide a 
home for genuine benefi-
ciaries. 

Additional Political 
Secretary [East] to CM, 

Tshering Wangchuk Lep-
cha, also expressed his 
gratitude to BDO, Indra 
Bahadur Chettri and the 
entire team of Duga BAC 
for organising the pro-
gramme.

The meeting was also 
attended by Chotti Sher-
pa (Panchayat president, 

Sumin), Drona Sapkota 
(Panchayat President, 
West Pendam), Pushpa 
Sharma (Shyaplay ward 
president), Pratap Singh 
Rai (President, West Pen-
dam), Sancha Bahadur 
Rai (ward Panchyat Sum-
in mangthang), Basunda-
ra Sharma (Sakhu ward 

Panchyat), Ram Psd Rai 
(Budang Kamaray Ward 
Panchyat) and other Pan-
chayat members. 

The meeting was fol-
lowed by a group dis-
cussion. One beneficiary 
Radhika Chettri from 
Sumin Lingzey who was 
given an allotment order 
has not been able to start 
construction because of 
the difficult terrain and 
high labour and trans-
port costs.

The review meeting 
committee requested 
Mungipa Trade link to 
take over her construc-
tion to which Manoj 
Agrawal agreed and as-
sured to complete her 
home in the stipulated 
time. 

It may be mentioned 
that as of now 347 hous-
es under SGAY have been 
completed and a total of 
3050 houses will be com-
pleted within the stipu-
lated time of 12 months, 
the release states. 

AH&VS Minister attends virtual 
meeting with Union Minister

Gangtok, 06 Sept (IPR): 
Minister for Agriculture, 
Horticulture, AH&VS, 
Government of Sikkim, 
Lok Nath Sharma attend-
ed the National Level 
Virtual Meeting chaired 
by the Union Minister 
for Fisheries, Animal 
Husbandry and Dairy-
ing, Parshottam Rupala, 
through a video confer-
ence, today.

The virtual meeting 
was also joined by the 
Secretary, Animal Hus-
bandry and Veterinary 
Services, Government 
of Sikkim, Dr Sangey D 
Bhutia, Director (Ani-
mal Husbandry) Dr BM 
Chettri, Director (Plan-
ning & Feed & Fodder) 
Dr. Ghana Shyam Sharma, 
Additional Director Dr 
Sanjay Gazmer, Addition-
al Director (Piggery De-
velopment) Dr Sharman 
Rai; Additional Director 
(Feed & Fodder) Dr Kar-
ma T. Bhutia, Additional 
Director (Veterinary Ser-
vices) Dr. Sonam P. Bhu-
tia and officials from NIC, 
Gangtok.

The meeting focused 
on the nationwide im-
plementation of newly 
revised and realigned 
Schemes under the Min-
istry of Animal Husband-
ry and Dairying, Govern-
ment of India, for next 
five years, starting from 
2021-22 to 2025-26.

Minister Lok Nath 
Sharma expressed grati-
tude to the Ministry for 
organizing the National 
Level Virtual Meeting 
after framing the newly 
revised guidelines. He 

appraised about the ex-
isting scenario of Animal 
Husbandry & Livestock 
Farming sectors and also 
put forth his suggestions 
for conducting research 
work to bring out im-
proved version of vac-
cine in combating pre-
vailing Foot and Mouth 
Disease (FMD). He ap-
plauded the newly initi-
ated launching of Mobile 
Vaccine programme and 
further urged to allocate 
fund on special ground to 
reach the far flung areas 
in all districts of Sikkim. 
He also requested the 
Union Minister to enable 
NABARD by strengthen-
ing the loan releasing 
capacity for the financial 
benefits of the farmers.  
Mr Sharma threw light 
on the state's particulari-
ties on nature of expen-
siveness and high price 
cost in distribution of 
machinery equipments 
in comparison with most 
of other states and urged 
for consideration of dis-
tinct factors in allocating 
the fund.

Mr Sharma also in-
formed on the recent de-
velopment in dairy sector 
in Sikkim and informed 
on the sharp rise wit-
nessed in the production 
of milk after the initiation 
of financial incentives of 
Rs. Eight/per liter by the 
state government and 
further urged the Union 
Government to extend 
cooperation in providing 
financial assistance.  Mr 
Sharma also highlighted 
the significance of Yak in 
the himalayan region and 

urged for its protection 
and conservation.

The Union Minister, 
Parshottam Rupala, ac-
knowledged the active 
participation of all states 
and UTs and further as-
sured to cogitate on the 
suggestions and issues 
put forth by the partici-
pants. He underlined the 
vision of the Government 
in bringing expected 
changes in the field and 
urged all states/UTs for 
implementation and ab-
solute monitoring of all 
schemes. He also added 
that the states are hav-
ing pivotal role in fulfill-
ing the objectives of the 
schemes with effective 
implementation. The 
programme was also ad-
dressed by the Union 
Minister of State (MoS) 
Dr. Sanjeev Kumar Baly-
an.

On the occasion, a 
booklet on Basic Ani-
mal Husbandry Statis-
tics-2020 and NLM Por-
tal was also launched 
by the Minister Rupala 
followed by a brief pre-
sentation of CMD/CEO 
of SIDBI on Online Ap-
plication Workflow and 
related aspects.

Earlier, the Joint Sec-
retaries, Cattle and Dairy 
Development, National 
Livestock Mission and 
Livestock Health & Dis-
ease Control, briefed on 
their respective revised 
and realigned schemes 
and policies framed for 
the implementation in 
various states and Union 
Territories of India.

Singtam Sakha Guthi meets, 
felicitates teacher members

Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 06Sept:

Members of Newa 
Bhay Bowneykutti, 

Singtam Newar Guthi, 
held a general meeting 
on 05 Sept. Highlight of 
the brief gathering was 
to felicitate the teacher 
members of NBB, joining 
of new members, presen-
tation of financial report 
of last two years and dis-
cussion of future plans of 
the organization, a press 
release informs.

Secretary, Cul-
ture Wing, NBB,DK 
Pradhan,was the chair-
person of the meet-
ing. Advisors, Executive 
members and other 
members of NBB were 
present on the occasion. 

DK Pradhan, Ravi 
Pradhan, Ajit Pradhan, 
Shital Pradhan and Dilu 
Pradhan were offered 
khadas by Chief Advisor, 
LN Pradhan and others 
as a mark of respect on 
Teacher’s Day. The teach-
ers also spoke on the oc-
casion.

Seven new families 
became official members 
of Newa Bhay Bowney-

kutti, and were welcomed 
to the organization by 
DK Pradhan, chairper-
son of the day. Treasurer, 
Ravi Pradhan,NBB read 
out the financial reports 
of the organization for 
2019–2010 and 2020–
2021. He also informed 
about the process for 
joining the organization.

President, NBB,Binod 
Pradhan,presented the 
activity report of the last 
two years and shared fu-
ture plans as well. Zonal 
president, TB Pradhan, 
Singtam – Rangpo Zone 
talked about the work 
done by the Sikkim 
Newar Guthi in recent 
times. Activities of Ser-
vice to Mankind, an ini-
tiative of Sikkim Newar 

Guthi were also high-
lighted. 

Mr Pradhan an-
nounced a reward of 
Rs 10,000 per annum 
for the next three years 
to any newar student 
who tops Class XII ex-
ams from Singtam. The 
cash prize is sponsored 
by Thea Aesthetic Skin 
Clinic proprietor, Chetan 
Pradhan and Dr Ema 
Pradhan,Tadong/ Sili-
guri.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, DK Pradhan, 
emphasized on learning 
Newa language for the 
benefit of the next gen-
eration. Dhiraj Pradhan 
was the host of the day 
while Manoj Pradhan 
gave the vote of thanks.

saveetha institute of Medical and 
technical sciences in top 600+ of 

times higher education ranking 2022

Chennai, 06 Sept: Saveetha Insti-
tute of Medical and technical Sci-
ences has been ranked among the 
600–800 in the Times Higher Educa-
tion - World University Ranking of 
2022 which was announced on 02 
Sept, 2021. Saveetha is the third top 
private university from India.

Times Higher Education’s (THE) 
latest annual subject rankings in-
clude more than 1,600 universities 
from 99 countries and territories 
ranked across five areas -- Teach-
ing (the learning environment); Re-
search (volume, income and reputa-
tion); Citations (research influence); 
International outlook (staff, students 
and research); and Industry income 
(knowledge transfer). This year’s 
ranking, as per official data, anal-
ysed more than 108 million citations 
across over 14.4 million research 

publications and included survey re-
sponses from almost 22,000 schol-
ars globally.

“This is an incredible feast 
for Saveetha, especially because 
this is the first ranking which in-
cludes pandemic data. What makes 
saveetha unique is that the online 
class for the students started within 
12 hours after the announcement 
of the lockdown. The University is 
well prepared for pandemic well in 
advance and made all the necessary 
protocols. Also during this time the 
institution also published over 115 
patents and 3000+ publications for 
which 100’s publications were spe-
cifically focused on COVID and pa-
tient management in COVID,” said 
Director Academics - Saveetha In-
stitute of Medical and technical Sci-
ences, Dr Deepak Nallaswamy. 

"testing our patience": supreme Court 
ultimatum to Centre over tribunals 

New Delhi, 06 Sept [NDTV]: The Su-
preme Court on Monday rapped the 
government over a large number of 
vacancies in tribunals, or quasi-judicial 
bodies, across the country. Chief Justice 
NV Ramana said "we feel the govern-
ment has no respect for this court" and 
warned "you (the government) are test-
ing our patience".

The court issued a notice to the gov-
ernment, giving it a week to make the 
appointments. Further hearings on this 
matter will be on September 13. "We 
are upset... but we don't want confron-
tation with the government," the Chief 
Justice said, to which Solicitor General 
Tushar Mehta, replied: "Government 
doesn't want confrontation either".

However, the Chief Justice - who 
was at an event with Law Minister Ki-
ren Rijiju yesterday when he spoke 
about the government quickly approv-
ing Supreme Court judges - pressed on 
and asked:"... but why are tribunal va-
cancies not being filled?"

"Vacancies in critical tribunals like 
NCLT (National Company Law Tribu-
nal) and NCLAT (National Company 
Law Appellate Tribunal)... they are im-
portant for the economy. Vacancies also 
in armed forces and consumer tribu-
nals are leading to delays in resolution 
of cases," the court said.

The court's irritation was linked 
to the Solicitor General saying that the 

Finance Ministry had said a decision on 
appointments would be taken in two 
months. "But there are vacancies pending 
for two years. Why have you not made ap-
pointments yet? You are weakening the 
tribunals by not making appointments," 
Justice L Nageswara Rao said.

The court expressed displeasure 
over the Tribunal Reforms Act and re-
ferred to a "pattern". "We strike down 
one act and a new one comes... has be-
come a pattern," Justice DY Chandra-
chud said. "We can't give credence to 
new legislations when earlier instruc-
tions are not being paid heed to... We 
hope you (the Solicitor General) are 
not telling the government to make 
legislations one after the other... Maybe 
bureaucrats do that... but we are very 
upset," the court stressed.

The Chief Justice gave Mr Mehta 
three options.

"One - staying the Tribunal Reforms 
Act... and going ahead with appoint-
ments. Second - we close down tribu-
nals. Third - we make appointments for 
tribunal positions ourselves," he said.

"Other option is we initiate con-
tempt proceedings against you (the 
government)," Chief Justice Ramana 
warned. Today's notice was issued by 
a three-member bench - Chief Justice 
Ramana, Justice DY Chandrachud and 
Justice Rao - on a plea by Rajya Sabha 
MP Jairam Ramesh. 

I had suicidal thoughts 
but coach pulled me out: 

paralympic medallist 
Sundar Singh Gurjar

New Delhi,06 Sept [PTI]: He battled not just 
loss of limb but also suicidal thoughts not too long 
ago and as javelin thrower Sundar Singh Gurjar 
celebrated his maiden Paralympic bronze, he 
couldn't help but be thankful to the people who 
drew him out of the abyss, especially his coach 
Mahavir Saini.  Till 2015, Sundar competed in 
able-bodied competitions and was even a part of 
the junior national camp featuring Tokyo Olym-
pics gold-medallist Neeraj Chopra among oth-
ers. But the 25-year-old's life changed drastically 
when a tin shed fell on him at his friend's house 
leading to the amputation of his left hand. Sundar 
didn't lose hope though and with the unflinching 
support of his coach, he returned to the turf in the 
para athlete category.

In a year's time, he qualified for the 2016 Rio 
Paralympics before fate once again played a cruel 
role and he was left shattered. "...I fought back and 
qualified for 2016 Paralympics only to be disqual-
ified. That time I started thinking everything is 
finished, there is nothing left for me," Sundar said 
in an interview to PTI. "I thought of committing 
suicide but that time my coach (Mahavir Saini) 
realised something wrong is going on in my mind. 
For a month he kept me along with him 24x7, 
didn't leave me alone.

"As time passed, my thoughts started to 
change. I started thinking I will start playing again 
and answer back to the world." It was a delay of 
52 seconds in reaching the call room that led to 
his disqualification from Rio Games.

"I was leading at the top in my event during 
2016 Paralympics but I was just 52 seconds late 
in reaching the call room and I was disqualified. 
I was really heartbroken after that," said the F46 
javelin throw bronze-medallist from Tokyo.

Sundar credits his coach Mahavir for single-
handedly transforming his life and career. "I used 
to play sports since 2009. Initially I used to do 
shot put and I had a medal in shot put in nation-
als. I did shot put for one-and-half years and after 
that my coach Mahavir Saini told me if you have 
to shine in your career you have to leave shot put 
and start javelin," he said.

"He might have seen some talent in me and 
he started training me. From there till now, coach 
saab has supported me a lot."

Sundar also recalled his time training with 
Neeraj at the camp. "He was two years junior to 
me. I used to play Under-20 and he used to be 
in Under-18. We played a few competitions to-
gether at the youth level. In junior India camp me 
and Neeraj were together in SAI Sonepat camp in 
2013-14. Then I suffered an accident in 2015 and 
came under para," he said.

"But our success will definitely inspire the 
younger generation in taking up the sport." Sun-
dar is now determined to better the the colour 
of his medal. "I feel I still have some drawbacks. I 
won a medal in Paralympics but I am not satisfied 
because my target was to win the gold and I hope 
to do that in 2024 Paris Paralympics," he said.

"My first focus would be on Para Asian Games 
and the World Championships next year but the 
final target is Paris," he added.

Sundar has been working as an officer in Ra-
jasthan government's forest department along 
side compatriots Avani Lekhara and Devendra 
Jhajharia since November last year but he got 
his first salary just after winning the Paralympic 
medal. "I have been working in forest depart-
ment in Rajasthan since 5th November 2020. But 
the day I won the Paralympics medal, within two 
hours I got my first salary of 10 months," he rued.
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if they like something in 
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except when 
against people responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be ignored. 
Letters which carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  Mail us at: 
news@summittimes.com

Let’s Pamper Our 10%
Can 90% not look out better for the young?

As of 2011, exactly 64,111 members of Sikkim’s 
population were in the 0-6 age-group, making up 

a neat 10.50% of its population of 6,10,577 people. 
The national share of population in this age-group is 
slightly higher at 13.1%, down from 15.9% in 2001. 
These figures, as per the Census of India 2011. The 
previous census had posted the number of children in 
this age-group at 78,195, making up 14.50% of Sik-
kim’s population of 5,40,851 at the time. 

There has been talk of the fall in fertility rates, with 
some even suggesting that Sikkimese women should 
bear more children:-o While such demands are clearly 
wrong on so many levels, this section had only recent-
ly commented on such attitudes, so today, let’s discuss 
“young age dependency”, as census enumerators re-
fer to the 0-6 age-group. Dependency ratio can be de-
fined as the age-population ratio of those typically not 
in the labor force. This would mean the minors and 
the senior citizens, whose care rests on the shoulders 
of the productive/ working population. Clearly then, 
the lower this number, the lesser the stress on the 
working population and better the access to available 
resources for the ‘dependents’. At a wider, society 
and State level, this means that the existing infra-
structure and funds can now go much further since 
the number of beneficiaries is fewer. Even in abso-
lute terms, for instance, the number of minors has 
dropped from 78,195 in 2001 to 64,111 in 2011. 
Given the trend, this number must be even lower 
now, five years down the line. Budget outlays have 
however consistently risen, and even after factoring in 
inflation, there should be much more available by way 
of funds for these children per head than was the case 
a decade and a half ago.

It goes without saying that fewer number of the 
very young translates into an enhanced ability to 
invest in child development. It’s simplistic, but one 
needs to be bear in mind that a fewer newborns now, 
while it might free resources to ensure better care and 
education for them in the immediate future, also trans-
lates as greater responsibilities on their shoulders in the 
longer run. As a generation ages, they will stop being ac-
tive contributors to the economy and the work-place. Im-
proved healthcare facilities will mean that they will also 
remain dependent for more years. The share of elderly 
will increase, and with fewer young coming of age down 
the line, the pressure on them to look after the aged will 
increase. China is feeling the stress of its one-child policy 
now. That said, today’s minors will deliver on their adult 
responsibilities only as well as they have been groomed 
at present. All the more reason why they should be ex-
posed to the best education and groomed with a stron-
ger sense of responsibility and belonging if the present 
generation wants to be looked after better when they 
retire and grow into the dependency of old age.

If education is genuinely touched by quality, a more 
confident and definitely more resourceful generation can 
be prepared. But Sikkim has been failing its young em-
barrassingly. Take the Annual Status of Education Report 
(ASER) for 2013, for instance. Where one had hoped that 
fewer children would have improved classroom teach-
ing, the opposite seems to be happening. Reading levels 
among standard III students dropped from 52% in 2009 to 
51% in 2013. Agreed, the drop is marginal, but reading lev-
els were measured as class III students being able to read 
standard I texts. It should have improved substantially. But 
it dropped. This was for government schools, and for those 
who think private schools must have performed better, they 
didn’t. Combined govt and private school data registers an 
even sharper drop from a combined acceptable level of 
61% in 2009 to a worrying 57% in 2013. In mathematics, 
the fall in learning quality is even more dramatic. In 2009, 
60% of the standard III students could do subtraction, the 
basic for this age, but in 2013, barely 50% in that class 
could do so anymore! 

Where the young should have been learning better 
because there are fewer of them and still the same num-
ber, if not more, of teachers attending to them, the qual-
ity of teaching has fallen!

But quality education is something everyone owes to 
the very young. And now it is also affordable. Think about 
it, if 90% of the population wakes up to its responsibili-
ties towards the remaining 10% who depend on them 
for everything, they can ensure that the minors receive 
the best of everything. If this 90% consciously resolves 
to genuinely care, a much more responsive, warm and 
compassionate generation will take charge of Sikkim in 
the very near future.

‘fifty shades of grey,’ 10 years later: self-publishing wasn’t 
novel then, but now it’s easier to reach a niche audience

Mu: Everything You Need to Know About 
the New Coronavirus Variant of Interest

ElIzAVETA PolIAkoVA
theconversation.com

It has been 10 years since E.L. James decided to 
self-publish her first novel, Fifty Shades of Grey. 

The plot of the story centres on a college student 
who enters a relationship with a wealthy business-
man involving BDSM practices — bondage, domi-
nance/submission, sadism/masochism — and be-
comes his submissive. 

The story was first developed as a fan-fiction 
project in 2009 based on the Twilight series, origi-
nally titled Master of the Universe. However, after 
being reprimanded for the mature content by the 
administrators of a fan fiction website, James de-
cided to self-publish the book in 2011 with the help 
of an online publisher, The Writers’ Coffee Shop.

James’s book and its sequels — Fifty Shades 
Darker and Fifty Shades Freed — became a global 
sensation. The trilogy sold more than 65 million 
copies after James signed a contract with a tradi-
tional publisher, Vintage Books, an imprint of Ran-
dom House.

Substantial cultural commentary and numer-
ous studies addressed how the “infamous” novel 
influenced both readers and the publishing indus-
try. 

Some people critiqued the book for linking sex 
and violence without delving into the level of com-
munication required to make BSDM safe and truly 
consentual. Others discussed how it harmed wom-
en’s already fragile role in a patriarchal world, or 
commended it for starting dialogue around BDSM 
— and enticing more authors to experiment with 
niche topics and self-publishing.

ROLE OF GATEKEEPERS HAS SHIFTED
This is an interesting time in publishing and 

other areas of the cultural industries, because the 
roles of gatekeepers are changing. Today, it is much 
easier to appeal to a niche audience than it was 10 
years ago. Self-publishing is here to stay.

Some people commend self-publishing as a 
great way to ensure that audiences can access a di-
versity of genres and voices that have traditionally 
been marginalized by mainstream publishers. Oth-
ers condemn it because of the lack of gatekeepers 
to assess the content being produced. A few con-
sider it a get-rich-quick-scheme.

However, these assumptions are based on a 
limited knowledge of contemporary self-publish-
ing practices.

SELF-PUBLISHING ISN’T NEW
The phenomenon of self-publishing is often 

linked to online book production methods, which 

allow authors to produce an ebook with a few 
strokes of the keyboard, making their work avail-
able to a global audience. However, there is a much 
richer history of self-publishing that goes further 
back than its digital counterpart.

A number of prominent authors started off by 
privately printing their work. For instance, Jane 
Austen privately published Sense and Sensibility in 
1811, and Mark Twain self-published The Adven-
tures of Huckleberry Finn in 1885. Although self-
publishing might appear as the new buzzword, it is 
not a novel phenomenon in the publishing indus-
try.

Even though self-publishing was a practice 
some authors adopted in the 18th and 19th centu-
ries, the distribution methods and number of cop-
ies were often limited. 

AMAZON & SELF-PUBLISHING
In the past 10 years, the phenomenon of self-

publishing grew massively with the help of Ama-
zon, Wattpad and other online publishing tools.

The real game changer to self-publishing was 
Amazon when it introduced Kindle Direct Publish-
ing in 2007. It became possible for authors to share 
their work worldwide through a convenient global 
distributor.

Amazon can be linked to the popularization of 
electronic books (ebooks) through its promotion 
of the Kindle — also introduced in 2007 — which 
prices literary works as low as 99 cents.

In 2012, a year after its publication, Fifty Shades 
of Grey was the best- and fastest-selling series ever 
on Kindle.

SELF-PUBLISHING ON THE RISE
It is difficult to trace the actual number of self-

published books because platforms like Amazon 
assign their own classification, making the ISBN 
unnecessary. However, Bowker, a company that 
assesses and reports bibliographical information 
(such as ISBN data), provides reports showing that 
self-publishing has been on the rise.

In 2011, the company registered 148,424 print-
ed self-published books with an additional 87,201 
ebooks. Only six years later, in 2017, the registered 
number of self-published books was more than a 
million. The numbers kept rising the following 
year, with over 1.5 million self-published books 
registered in Bowker’s system.

In the past 10 plus years, self-publishing has 
kept growing as an industry potentially due to eb-
ook adoption and online publishing companies, 
which indicates that it certainly has the possibility 
to have a permanent place in the publishing eco-
system.

WATTPAD: VIRTUAL LIBRARY OF THE FU-
TURE?

In 2006, Kevin Kelly, former editor of Wired 
magazine, proposed the idea of “liquid books” all 
housed in a universal library, which anyone could 
access freely. A year after Kelly’s proposal, a plat-
form emerged that made the idea of a universal li-
brary a viable possibility.

Wattpad was originally a start-up founded in 
Canada by Allen Lau and Ivan Yuen in 2007. Origi-
nally a website, the company launched a mobile 
app in 2008, which is now easily accessed from any 
hand-held device.

At first, the founders of the site uploaded books 
in the public domain to attract users. Once enough 
people became aware of Wattpad, writers started 
to upload their own stories to share with an online 
audience. Now Wattpad has a range of categories 
of books and stories for all types of readers, rang-
ing from traditional romance and mystery to spiri-
tual genres and the paranormal. A virtual library 
of user-generated content, both mainstream and 
niche, emerged that supported the self-publishing 
boom.

Wattpad takes prides in the fact that it presents 
its authors with opportunities to obtain worldwide 
recognition by working with global media com-
panies. For instance, the self-published novel The 
Kissing Booth became a Netflix original movie after 
it found success and a loyal audience on Wattpad. 
Hence, Wattpad became a place for traditional in-
dustries to browse for new content.

Arguably, this signals that self-publishing isn’t 
going anywhere, and that traditional media compa-
nies are quick to take advantage of this new model 
of production.

After more than 10 years in the industry, Watt-
pad has developed ties to traditional media outlets 
that can potentially only get stronger.

WHAT’S NEXT?
Self-publishing could be a solution to a number 

of problems authors face — from trying to reach 
a niche market to producing controversial content, 
as was the case with the work of E.L. James.

Something else to keep in mind when evaluat-
ing the usefulness of self-publishing is the possibil-
ity of producing and purchasing books and ebooks 
from home during a pandemic.

Could the pandemic contribute to a shift that 
potentially makes self-publishing accepted as a vi-
able and legitimate form of book production? May-
be we’ll get an answer in another 10 years.

[the writer is PhD Candidate, Communications 
and Culture, York University, Canada]

LuKe o'neiLL
theconversation.com

The World Health Organization 
(WHO) has added another coro-

navirus variant to its list to monitor. 
It’s called the mu variant and has 
been designated a variant of inter-
est (VOI). What this means is that mu 
has genetic differences to the other 
known variants and is causing infec-
tions in multiple countries, so there-
fore might present a particular threat 
to public health.

It’s possible that mu’s genetic 
changes might make it more trans-
missible, allow it to cause more 
severe disease and render it more 
able to escape the immune response 
driven by vaccines or infection with 
previous variants. This in turn might 
leave it less susceptible to treatments.

Note the word might. A VOI is not 
a variant of concern (VOC), which 
is a variant that has been proven to 
acquire one of those characteris-
tics, making it more dangerous and 
so more consequential. Mu is being 
monitored closely to see if it should 
be re-designated as a VOC. We have to 
hope not.

There are four other VOIs being 
watched by the WHO – eta, iota, kap-
pa and lambda – but none of these 
have been reclassified as a VOC. That 
might be the case with mu as well, 
but we have to await further data.

What makes mu particularly in-
teresting (and concerning) is that it 
has what the WHO calls a “constella-
tion of mutations that indicate poten-
tial properties of immune escape”. In 
other words, it has the hallmarks of 
being able to get around existing vac-
cine protection.

WHERE IS IT SPREADING?
Mu was first seen in Colombia 

in January 2021, when it was given 
the designation B1621. It has since 
been detected in 40 countries, but is 
thought to currently be responsible 
for only 0.1% of infections globally.

Mu has been much more preva-
lent in Colombia than anywhere 
else. When looking at coronavirus 
samples that have been genetically 
sequenced, 39% of those analysed 
in Colombia have been mu – though 
no mu samples have been recorded 
there in the past four weeks. 

In contrast, 13% of samples ana-
lysed in Ecuador have been mu, with 
the variant making up 9% of the 
samples sequenced in the last four 

weeks, while in Chile just under 40% 
of sequenced samples have turned 
out to be mu over the last month. This 
suggests that the virus is no longer 
circulating in Colombia, but is being 
transmitted in other nearby South 
American countries.

So far, 45 cases have been identi-
fied in the UK through genetic analy-
sis, and it looks like they came from 
overseas. However, as not all COV-
ID-19 cases end up being sequenced 
to see which variant they are, it’s pos-
sible that mu’s prevalence in the UK 
could be higher.

HOW DANGEROUS IS IT?
The key questions are whether 

mu is more transmissible than the 
currently dominant variant, delta, 
and whether it can cause more severe 
disease.

Mu has a mutation called P681H, 
first reported in the alpha variant, 
that is potentially responsible for 
faster transmission. However, this 

study is still in preprint, meaning its 
findings have yet to be formally re-
viewed by other scientists. We can’t 
be sure of P681H’s effects on the vi-
rus’s behaviour just yet.

Mu also has the mutations E484K 
and K417N, which are associated 
with being able to evade antibodies 
against the coronavirus – the evi-
dence on this is more concrete. These 
mutations also occur in the beta vari-
ant, and so it’s possible that mu might 

behave like beta, which some vac-
cines are less effective against.

Mu also has other mutations – in-
cluding R346K and Y144T – whose 
consequences are unknown, hence 
the need for further analysis.

But can mu actually evade pre-
existing immunity? As yet there’s 
only limited information on this, with 
a study from a lab in Rome showing 
that the Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine was 
less effective against mu compared to 
other variants when tested in a lab-
based experiment. Despite this, the 
study still considered the protection 
offered against mu by the vaccine to 
be robust. Really, we don’t yet know 
whether mu’s mutations will trans-
late into increased infection and dis-
ease.

Striking reports on mu have been 
appearing, though. In late July, a news 
station in Florida reported that 10% 
of samples sequenced at the Uni-
versity of Miami were mu. In early 

August, Reuters reported that seven 
fully vaccinated residents of a nurs-
ing home in Belgium had died from 
an outbreak of mu. However, these 
are limited snapshots of the variant’s 
behaviour.

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?
Mu is the first new variant to be 

added to the WHO’s list since June.
When a variant is designated of 

interest, the WHO carries out a com-
parative analysis of the characteris-
tics of the new variant, assessing how 
it compares to others that are also be-
ing monitored by asking its member 
states to gather information on the 
variant’s incidence and effects. This 
is currently underway, and means 
that Public Health England is keeping 
a close eye on it.

The designation of mu as a VOI 
reflects the widespread concern over 
the possibility of new variants emerg-
ing that might prove problematic. 
The more transmissible delta variant 
taking hold in many countries, espe-
cially among the unvaccinated, shows 
how quickly and significantly viral 
variants can change the course of the 
pandemic. 

Every time the virus reproduces 
inside someone there’s a chance of it 
mutating and a new variant emerg-
ing. This is a numbers game. It’s a 
random process, a bit like rolling 
dice. The more you roll, the greater 
the chance of new variants appear-
ing. The main way to stop variants is 
global vaccination.

The emergence of mu reminds us 
of how important that goal remains. 
Many people, especially in develop-
ing countries, remain unvaccinated. 
We must get vaccines to these coun-
tries as quickly as possible, both to 
help the people there who are vul-
nerable but also to stop new variants 
from emerging. Otherwise, our exit 
from the pandemic will be set back, 
possibly for months on end.

[the writer is Professor, 
Biochemistry, Trinity College Dublin]
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EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM

GANGTOK
NIT No: 01 AE(E-I) EW/EDN/GOS          Dated: 2.09.2021

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
For and on behalf of the Governor of Sikkim, Assistant Engineer (East –I), Education Department, Gangtok, 
East Sikkim invites sealed tenders from the eligible contractors of appropriate class for the work as below:

Sl 
No.

Name of work Work Value put to tender Comple-
tion time 
in months

Bank 
receipts 

towards cost 
of tender 

documents

Earnest 
money @2.5% 

for issue of 
tender form

1 Construction of 4 
Roomed School Build-
ing at Lt.C.S.Rai Me-
morial Govt. Second-
ary School, Arithang

Civil Work = Rs.60,92,405/-
Electrification = 
Rs.3,20,657/-
Total = Rs.64,13, 062/-

12 months Rs.5000.00 Rs.1,60,327.00

2 Construction of 4 
Roomed School Build-
ing at Lingding Junior 
High School, Gangtok

Civil Work = Rs.66,63,612/-
Electrification = 
Rs.3,20,657/-
Total = Rs.69,84,269/-

12 months Rs.5000.00 Rs.1,74,607.00

3. Construction of 4 
Roomed School Build-
ing at Govt Senior 
Secondary School, 
Ranka

Civil Work = Rs.55,39,485/-
Electrification = 
Rs.3,20,657/-
Total = Rs.58,60,142/-

12 months Rs.5000.00 Rs.1,46,504.00

4. Construction of 4 
Roomed School Build-
ing at Govt Senior 
Secondary School, 
Bojoghari

Civil Work = Rs.57,92,590/-
Electrification = 
Rs.3,20,657/-
Total = Rs.61,13,247/-

12 months Rs.5000.00 Rs.1,52,831.00

5 Construction of 4 
Roomed School Build-
ing at Govt Primary 
School at Pangthang

Civil Work = Rs.52,01,431/-
Electrification = 
Rs.3,20,657/-
Total = Rs.55,22,088/-

12 months Rs.5000.00 Rs.1,38,052.00

6 Construction of 4/R/
SB at Pangthang Ju-
nior High School

Civil Work = Rs.56,89,382/-
Electrification = 
Rs.3,20,657/-
Total = Rs.60,10,039/-

12 months Rs.5000.00 Rs.1,50,251.00

7 Construction of 4 
Roomed School Build-
ing at Subhithang 
Primary School

Civil Work = Rs.55,89,375/-
Electrification = 
Rs.3,20,657/-
Total = Rs.59,10,032/-

12 months Rs.5000.00 Rs.1,47,751.00

8. Construction of 4 
Roomed School Build-
ing at Dongeythang 
Primary School

Civil Work = Rs.56,82,578/-
Electrification = 
Rs.3,20,657/-
Total = Rs.60,03,235/-

12 months Rs.5000.00 Rs.1,50,081.00

9 Construction of 4 
Roomed School 
Building at Sakyong 
Chisopani Junior High 
School

Civil Work = Rs.58,03,635/-
Electrification = 
Rs.3,20,657/-
Total = Rs.61,24.292/-

12 months Rs.5000.00 Rs.1,53,107.00

10 Construction of 4 
Roomed School Build-
ing at Tintek Chuba 
Primary School

Civil Work = Rs.56,16,239/-
Electrification = 
Rs.3,20,657/-
Total = Rs.59,36,896/-

12 months Rs.5000.00 Rs.1,48,422.00

11 Construction of 4 
Roomed School 
Building at Laxminik-
etan Vidhya Mandir 
Primary School

Civil Work = Rs.53,79,455/-
Electrification = 
Rs.3,20,657/-
Total = Rs.57,00,112/-

12 months Rs.5000.00 Rs.1,42,503.00

12. Construction of 4 
Roomed School Build-
ing at Macheylakha 
Primary School

Civil Work = Rs.56,65.018/-
Electrification = 
Rs.3,20,657/-
Total = Rs.59,85,675/-

12 months Rs.5000.00 Rs.1,49,642.00

A. (2) DATES
1. Dates for submission of application with bank receipt/challan for issue of tender document  : 21.09.2021
2. Date for submission of T.D.R. for issue of tender forms: 22.09.2021.
3. Date and time for submission of tender : 23.09.2021 (up to 12:30 P.M)
4. Date and time for opening of tender : 23.09.2021 (1:30 P.M.)

Sl 
No.

Name of work Work Value put to tender Comple-
tion time 
in months

Bank 
receipts 

towards cost 
of tender 

documents

Earnest money 
@2.5% for 

issue of tender 
form

13 Construction of 4 
Roomed School 
Building at Biras-
pati Parsai Senior 
Secondary School., 
Ranipool

Civil Work = Rs.55,97,374/-
Electrification = 
Rs.3,20,657/-
Total = Rs.59,18,031/-

12 months Rs.5000.00 Rs.1,47,951.00

14 Construction of 4 
Roomed School 
Building at Martam 
Secondary School

Civil Work = Rs.69,56,226/-
Electrification = 
Rs.3,20,657/-
Total = Rs.72,76,883/-

12 months Rs.5000.00 Rs.1,81,922.00

15. Construction of 4 
Roomed School 
Building at Tirkutam 
Primary School

Civil Work = Rs.57,46,079/-
Electrification = 
Rs.3,20,657/-
Total = Rs.60,66,736/-

12 months Rs.5000.00 Rs.1,51,668.00

16. Construction of 4 
Roomed School 
Building at Ad-
ampool Junior High 
School

Civil Work = Rs.75,78,927/-
Electrification = 
Rs.3,20,657/-
Total = Rs.78,99,548/-

12 months Rs.5000.00 Rs.1,97,489.00

17 Construction of 4 
Roomed School 
Building with Terra-
cotta Roof at Lumsey 
Junior High School

Civil Work = Rs.61,77,831/-
Electrification = 
Rs.3,20,657/-
Total = Rs.64,98,488/-

12 months Rs.5000.00 Rs.1,62,462.00

A. (3) DATES
1. Dates for submission of application with bank receipt/challan for issue of tender document  : 21.09.2021
2. Date for submission of T.D.R. for issue of tender forms: 22.09.2021.
3. Date and time for submission of tender : 27.09.2021 (up to 12:30 P.M)
4. Date and time for opening of tender : 27.09.2021 (1:30 P.M.)

B. GENERAL CONDITIONS
1. The intending tenders/ contractors should apply in writing for issue of Tender documents. The applica-

tion would invariably be signed by the contractor himself/ herself. The tender document will not be is-
sued to any person other than the INTENDING TENDERER. The application shall be submitted initially for 
each work listed above with all required documents.

2. The applications should enclose attested copies of the  (A) latest GST Clearance Certificate (B) latest In-
come Tax Clearance certificate  and (C) Validated / Updated Contractor Enlistment Certificate along with 
the application. It is mandatory to produce the Original validated/ Updated Enlistment Certificate during 
sell/ issue of the Tender Document for verification.

3. The prescribed Non- Transferable Tender Documents (excluding the Tender Form) can be obtained during 
the period specified in (A) Above from the office of the Assistant Engineer, Education Department , Gang-
tok on production of requisite Bank Receipt/ Challan duly deposited in the State Bank of Sikkim towards 
cost of Tender Documents (Non-refundable) under the receipt head 0202-01-101-03 other receipts. 

4. Earnest money deposit @ 2.5% in State Bank of Sikkim shall be in the form of TDR in favour of the Sr. Ac-
counts Officer, (Works) Education Department, Gangtok East Sikkim. Tender Form shall be issued only to 
those contractors/firms who have obtained the Tender Documents. 

5. The Tender Documents, including the Tender Form with quoted offer should be placed in a sealed cover 
with the name of the works superscripted on it.  Supporting documents listed at Sl.No. 2A, B and C should 
be enclosed with the offer.

6. Sealed tenders may be deposited in the Tender Box  in the  office of the Assistant Engineer (East-I), Educa-
tion Department , Gangtok, East Sikkim,  on the date and within the time indicated above.

7. A Tender Opening Committee in the presence of the Tenderes will open Tender on the date and time 
indicated above.

8. The Tenderer should sign on every page of the tenders documents as Acceptance of the General Direc-
tions and Conditions of Contract and other laid down norms. The rate quoted should be both in figures 
and words and should be inclusive of Sales Tax and all other Taxes. Over writing and correction should be 
avoided and if made should be authenticated. Incomplete/ Conditional tenders shall be rejected.

9.  In case of any discrepancy in rate (s) printed in the Schedule of Rates and Quantities issued with the ten-
der documents, then the rates printed in the Scheduled of Rates  as per the approved estimate. Decision 
of the  Chief Engineer or Secretary will be final in this regard.

10. The work value, scope and quantum of work are subject to change, the contractor shall execute the work 
as per the directives of the Department. Claim of this account shall be as per the agreement rates and 
for extra items which are not included in the Schedule of quantities at the time of tender, the rates of the 
SOR used in preparation of DPR i.e., the SOR of the year on which the tender is based shall be followed.

 11. Quality control and testing of material shall be done by the contractors as when required to do so. The 
contractor shall engage Civil Engineer at project site during the period of execution of the work. 

 12. Avoidable damages due to negligence of the contractor shall be at his/her risk and cost. The Department 
shall not be liable for payment of such damages(if any), including accidents to labourer at site.

13. The offer shall remain valid for a period of 90 days. The work should commence within 15 days from the 
issue of work order.

14. The conditions as mentioned in the NIT shall be deemed to be a part of the agreement to be entered with 
the contractor. 

15.  The contractors are requires to register themselves under Rule 39 or 40(as the case may be) of Sikkim 
Value Added Tax Rule 2005 with Income and Commercial Tax Division of Finance Revenue  & Expenditure 
Department and obtained the TIN number before settlement of Bill or they must be register companies/
firms registered under the companies Act 1956 having valid PAN/TAN.

16.  The recoveries of Royalties on Forest produces shall be as per rates applicable on the date of payment 
notified by the State Government from time to time. In no case, claim of the contractor for deduction as 
per rates incorporated in Analysis of Rates or Schedule of Rates or Rates on the date of tender shall be 
acceptable.

17. The Education Department does not accept subcontracting of the project work, however if circumstances 
warrant such subcontracting, the contractor shall not sub-contract any part of the work without prior 
consent of the Education Department, Gangtok. Any such consent shall not relieve the contractor from 
any liability or obligation under the contract and he shall be responsible for the acts, defaults and ne-
glects of any sub-contractor, his agents or workmen as fully as if they were acts, defaults or neglects of 
the contractor.

 18. In case the man powers are required to be imported from out of State or the neighboring countries, it 
shall be the responsibility of the contractor to get them registered through the Labour Department, Gov-
ernment of Sikkim as per the relevant Central and State Legislation.

19.  Liquidated Damages: If the contractor fails to achieve the target or milestones fixed for the various activi-
ties (As per the work plan), the contractor shall pay liquidated damages to the Department at the rate 
the Chief Engineer/ competent authority finds suitable, which shall not be more than 5% of the contract 
value.

20.  The contractor shall do photography/video photography of the site firstly before the start of the work, 
secondly mid-way in the execution of different stages of the work and lastly after the completion of the 
work but he/she shall not disclose details of drawings furnished to him and works on which he is engaged 
without the prior approval of the Department/Engineer in writing . No separate payment will be made to 
the contractor on account of the photography/videography. The contractor shall not publish otherwise 
circulate without the approval of the Department which shall be treated as breach of contract.

21.  The contractor shall confine all his activities inside the allocated project area. The allocated project area 
implies the identified quarry, identified debris disposal site and land acquired for the project.

22.  All specification, dimension and geometries shall be verified by the contractor on the site and he shall be 
responsible for accuracy AND MAINTENANCE OF ALL DIMENSIONS AND LEVELS. Process quality control 
as well as End Product control both implies for achieving quality work at site.

23.  No unauthorized persons shall be allowed on the site. The contractor shall instruct all such person to 
keep out and shall take steps to prevent tress pass.

24.  In case of  difference between other Clauses of the Agreement (and its sub-clauses) then additional 
conditions incorporated in the General Directions and Conditions of Contract shall supersede all other 
clauses.

25.  The Department reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tender without assigning any reason 
thereof.

26.  Expenditure involved for material testing viz., Cube strength of concrete, crushing strength of metals etc. 
at site or in laboratories shall be borne by the contractor. The contractor shall make necessary arrange-
ment accordingly as and when instructed to do so.

27.  It is expected for the tenderer to have reconnoitered/ inspected the site before submitting his bid. There 
may be possible site difficulties for which the tenderer should have their own correct assessment before 
submitting the bid.

28.  The contractor will have to pay all taxes and duties as applicable and notified by the State/Central govt. 
and no claim will be entertained in this regards whatsoever.

29.  The cost of Stock materials and equipments supplied by the Department will be deducted from contra-
cotr’s bill as per rules.

30. In case the tender date as included is declared the Govt. Holiday, the process shall continue in the subse-
quent working days.

In case the quantum of works and specifications as prescribed in schedule of quantities or included in the 
work value at the time of tender deviates due to limitation of funds or otherwise  this are subject to change 
for which decision of the Head of the Department shall be final and conclusive.
31.  In case of difference between other cases of the agreement (and its sub-clause) then additional condi-

tions incorporated in the General Direction and Condition of Contract shall supersede all othe clauses.
32.  The rate of the earnest money which a contractor should deposit before issue of tender form is 2.50% of 

the estimated cost put to tender. However, all enlisted women Contractors will be exempted from TDR 
for participation in any contract work up to an amount of Rs. 5.00 Crore. In case of such tender being ac-
cepted, the lowest bidder (Enlisted Women Contractor) has to deposit Earnest Money @2.5% of the esti-
mated cost put to tender before the issue os work order. Further, if the tenderer of the above-mentioned 
exempted category withdraws her tender within the validity period, then the government shall without 
prejudice to any right or remedy, be at the liberty to debar such tenderer for participitation in any future 
tender for a period of 01(one) year.

33.  Reference to notification no. 584/RNB/PWD/Secy. Dated: 08/10/2018 the competitive bidding amongst 
all class IV contractors enlisted with the Sikkim Publicn Work Department should be within the territorial 
jurisdiction of the Concerned Ward of the GPU/ULB where the work is to be executed.

34. Reference to notification no. 66/R&B/PWD/Secy dated 08.01.2021 the tendering is to be conducted in 
the office of the undersigned.

Sd/-
Assistant Engineer (East-I)

Education Department
Gangtok, East Sikkim 

R.O. No. 173/IPR/Pub/Classi./21-22 
Dated 06.09.2021
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Brazil-Argentina qualifier 
suspended in coronavirus dispute

SAo PAUlo (AP): A World Cup 
qualifier between Brazil and 
Argentina was suspended amid 
chaotic scenes after local health 
officials walked onto the pitch 
on Sunday in a bid to remove 
three players who didn’t comply 
with coronavirus restrictions.

The match featuring Argen-
tina’s Lionel Messi and Brazil’s 
Neymar was stopped in the 7th 
minute because of the extraor-
dinary interruption. The referee 
eventually suspended the game 
with the score at 0-0 after play-
ers, coaches, football officials 
and local authorities argued for 
several minutes on the field at 
NeoQuimica Arena.

Brazil’s health agency said 
three of Argentina’s England-
based players should have been 
in quarantine instead of playing 
in the match. FIFA will have to 
determine what happens next 
with the qualifier.

Antonio Barra Torres, the 
president of Brazil’s health 
agency, Anvisa, said four Argen-
tina players would be fined and 
deported for breaching Brazil’s 
COVID-19 protocols.

The four had been ordered 
to quarantine by Brazil’s health 
agency ahead of the match. De-
spite that order, three of the four 
started for Argentina.

Aston Villa’s Emiliano Mar-
tinez and EmilianoBuendia and 
Tottenham’s Giovanni Lo Celso 
and Cristian Romero joined 
the Argentina squad despite 
the Premier League not want-
ing players to be released for 
international duty because of 
the need to quarantine for 10 
days in a hotel on their return. 
Brazil’s quarantine restrictions 
have added another complicat-
ing factor.

The Argentina football fed-
eration on Sunday night tweet-
ed the message “We are going 
home!” along with a picture of 

the squad, including Emiliano 
Martinez and Buendia, boarding 
a flight for Buenos Aires.

TV Globo reported that the 
four England-based players 
told Brazilian police at the air-
port they did not fill their entry 
forms upon arrival. The report 
said the footballers were not de-
ported and received permission 
to fly back with their team.

Brazil’s health agency said 
all four allegedly told immigra-
tion officers that in the previ-
ous 14 days they hadn’t been 
to Britain or anywhere else that 
Brazil puts on its own red list 
for COVID-19 risks. Those who 
have been in countries on the 
so-called red list face a 14-day 
quarantine in Brazil.

Martinez, Romero and Lo 
Celso started the match.

Anvisa there’d been a meet-
ing Saturday involving regional 
and national football represen-
tatives to discuss the quarantine 
situation.

“At that meeting, Anvisa and 
local health authorities deter-
mined the players should quar-

antine,” Anvisa said. “However, 
even after the meeting and the 
report to authorities, the players 
took part of Saturday evening’s 
training session.”

The agency added that at-
tempts earlier Sunday to remove 
the players and take them to the 
airport were frustrated.

“The decision to interrupt 
the match was never within 
Anvisa’s reach. However, field-
ing players who did not comply 
with Brazilian laws and health 
norms, and also offered false 
information to authorities did 
require the agency to act, at its 
time and its way,” the Brazilian 
agency said.

Brazilian TV showed several 
exchanges between players and 
coaches during the chaos. Bra-
zil coach Tite seemed to be the 
most upset.

“They had 72 hours before 
the match. They had to do it 
at the time of the match!” Tite 
shouted to the Anvisa agents.

Lionel Messi also sounded ir-
ritated. “They did not talk to us 
before this,” the Argentine cap-

tain repeated.
Brazil called up nine Premier 

League players for the World 
Cup qualifiers in September but 
none of them traveled to South 
America because of the restric-
tions.

Argentina coach Lionel 
Scaloni said both teams would 
have liked to play the game.

“A match between some of 
the best in the world ends like 
this. I would like people in Ar-
gentina to understand that as a 
coach I have to take care of my 
players. If people come and say 
they have to deport them, I will 
not allow,” Scaloni told channel 
TyC Sports. “We wanted to play 
the match, so did the Brazilians.”

Both national soccer associ-
ations issued statements to crit-
icize the move by Brazil’s health 
agency. Brazil players stayed on 
the field after Argentina left, and 
started doing training exercises. 
Argentinians, including those 
considered to be a COVID-19 
risk, stayed for more than three 
hours in their dressing room un-
til they left for the airport.

Cantlay delivers another clutch 
moment to win FedEx Cup

ATlANTA (AP): Patrick 
Cantlay was on the verge 
of losing his two-shot 
lead on one hole, with 
nothing less than the Fe-
dEx Cup, the $15 million 
prize and his newfound 
reputation as “Patty Ice” 
on the line.

He was clutch as 
ever in his biggest mo-
ment Sunday in the Tour 
Championship.

Cantlay made a nervy 
6-foot bogey putt on the 
17th hole to stay one 
shot ahead of Jon Rahm 
going to the par-5 18th 
hole at East Lake. Then, 
he hit his longest drive 
of the week — 361 yards 
down the middle — with 
Rahm already in the fair-
way.

The final shot was a 
6-iron from 218 yards to 
12 feet — the closest of 
anyone all day — that all 
but clinched the one-shot 
victory, the FedEx Cup 
and perhaps even PGA 
Tour player of the year.

“It was the best shot 
I hit all week,” Cantlay 
said.

Cantlay outlasted 
Bryson DeChambeau in 
a six-hole playoff at the 
BMW Championship. 
One week later, he held 
off the No. 1 player in the 
world with his one-shot 
victory over Rahm in the 
Tour Championship.

The nickname only 
surfaced last week, and 
it’s starting to stick.

“To me, it just means 
cool under pressure, 
and I think that suits my 
personality really well,” 
said Cantlay, who never 

changed his expression 
until a big smile when he 
tapped in for birdie and 
a 1-under 69, waving his 
cap to thousands of fans 
around the green.

It seems to suit his 
game, too.

Rahm couldn’t get 
enough putts to fall. The 
U.S. Open champion 
stayed close all day, and 
his shot into the 18th was 
equally special. It landed 
right next to the hole on 
its second bounce, rolling 
through to light rough 
just off the green.

Cantlay expected 
him to chip in for eagle 
“because that’s what he 
does.” Rahm narrowly 
missed and shot 68, al-
lowing Cantlay a safe 
two-putt for the win.

The victory was 
worth $15 million — $14 
million in cash, $1 mil-
lion deferred — for the 
29-year-old Californian 
whose rise in golf was 
slowed by a back injury 
that kept him out for 
three years and nearly 
ended his career. Now 

he has stamped himself 
among the elite in golf, 
boosted by the FedEx 
Cup postseason. “It’s 
fantastic,” Cantlay said. 
“It’s such a great honor 
because it’s all year. I 
played really consistent 
all year and caught fire at 
the end. There’s a lot of 
satisfaction considering 
all the work I’m put in my 
whole life.”

Rahm, who started 
the tournament four 
shots behind and went 
into the final day two 
back, never caught 
Cantlay. He never let him 
breathe easy, either.

Cantlay took a two-
shot lead with an ap-
proach to 6 feet for birdie 
on the 17th hole, and 
then nearly lost it all.

He drove to the right 
on the 17th, clipping a 
tree and dropping down 
into deep rough, and 
then hit a flyer over the 
green and the gallery. His 
pitch back to the green 
came up short and into 
more deep rough, and he 
had to make a 6-footer 

to save bogey and stay 
ahead. That set up the fi-
nal hole, where he could 
only match birdies with 
Cantlay. “I gave it my all,” 
Rahm said. “It wasn’t 
enough.”

Rahm was bogey-free 
over the last 28 holes, but 
he only cashed in on two 
birdies. He tied with Kev-
in Na for the low 72-hole 
score of the tournament 
at 14-under 266. They 
will split points toward 
the world ranking.

Cantlay started at 
10-under par as the No. 
1 seed and finished at 21 
under.

“Patrick played great 
golf, and he was four 
shots ahead of me (at the 
start). And even though I 
might have been the bet-
ter man over the week, 
he earned it,” Rahm said. 
“That up-and-down af-
ter missing from 17, the 
second shot from 18 to 
almost make it is even 
more impressive.

“I think you can say 
he won this.”

Rahm earned the $5 

million consolation prize 
for finishing second in 
the FedEx Cup, while Na 
(67) picked up $4 mil-
lion. Justin Thomas (70) 
birdied the last hole to 
finish fourth, which was 
worth $4 million.

“It felt really weird to 
have this feeling of disap-
pointment of not winning 
on a day you are making 
$5 million,” Rahm said.

Cantlay started the 
postseason by saying he 
did not like the format 
of the Tour Champion-
ship with the staggered 
start depending on a play-
ers’ FedEx Cup position, 
and no official victory for 
the lowest score at the 
Tour Championship. He’s 
still not a fan, even if it 
worked out in his favor. All 
he could do was play the 
hand he was dealt, and he 
played his cards perfectly.

Even more satisfying 
was the manner in which 
he won the last two events 
— the six-hole playoff 
against DeChambeau 
when he made one clutch 
putt after another, and de-
livering the key moment 
with the FedEx Cup on the 
line against Rahm.

“It’s exactly why I play 
golf. I play golf so I can be 
in those moments against 
the best players in the 
world,” he said. “It’s why 
I practice so hard. It’s why 
I’m in love with the game 
because it’s that great 
vehicle for competition. 
It maybe makes it a little 
sweeter knowing that the 
guys I played against are 
the best players in the 
world.” 

Denny Hamlin wins Southern 500 
to open NASCAR Cup playoffs

DARlINGToN, S.C. (AP): 
Denny Hamlin shook off a 
difficult week in the best 
way possible — ending 
his season-long winless 
drought with a victory at 
the Southern 500 to open 
the NASCAR Cup Series 
playoffs.

The week’s problems 
included some personal 
issues and continued at 
the track Saturday when 
Hamlin was in line to win 
the Xfinity event here un-
til a pit penalty dropped 
him back.

This time Hamlin had 
to hold off the season’s 
top playoff seed in Kyle 
Larson, who closed to 
Hamlin’s bumper racing 
to the finish line Sunday 
night.

“It’s certainly signifi-
cant,” Hamlin said. “This 
one’s big for us and our 
team and our momen-
tum.”

And it moved him 
into the second round 
without having to scrape 
for points with close fin-
ishes as he did to qualify 
seventh for the playoffs 
this season.

“It wasn’t a perfect 
night,” Hamlin’s crew 
chief Chris Gabehart said. 
“It is hard to be perfect at 
the Southern 500. But it 
was good enough.” Series 
playoffs.

Hamlin won for the 
first time this season af-
ter entering the week 
seeded seventh in the 
16-driver postseason 
field and vowing if he 
kept running strongly 
up front, he’d reach Vic-
tory Lane before the year 
ended.

“It’s as good a time as 
any right?” Hamlin said 
in victory lane. “My fa-
vorite race of the year.”

He looked like a com-
fortable winner before 
the top-seeded Larson 
charged up on his back 
bumper on the final turn, 
smoke pouring out of 
Larson’s car. But Ham-
lin held firm up near the 
wall to take the check-
ered flag

“He was going to have 
to go through me,” Ham-
lin said.

Hamlin’s personal 
life became a topic ear-

lier this week, with the 
mother of his two daugh-
ters seeming to use social 
media this week to end 
their relationship. Her 
account has since been 
deactivated.

Hamlin, when asked 
about any distractions, 
said, “I’m a professional 
and do my job the best I 
can and today I thought 
we did as good as we 
could.”

Hamlin came out sec-
ond to Joe Gibbs Racing 
teammate Martin Truex 
Jr. during a caution with 
45 laps to go, and moved 
in front when Truex was 
penalized for going too 
fast in the pits.

Hamlin broke out 
ahead of Larson on the 
restart 36 laps from the 
end.

The win was Ham-
lin’s fourth at Darling-
ton Raceway and moved 
him into the round of 12 
in the knockout format 
in a grueling race where 
several playoff contend-
ers struggled at the track 
“Too Tough To Tame.”

The past two series 
champions, Kyle Busch 
in 2019 and Chase El-
liott last year, were in the 
garage before the race 
ended. Busch slammed 
the wall — to the delight 
of large crowd back at 
Darlington — and drove 
straight to his hauler.

Elliott was caught in 
a three-wide sandwich 
where he was next to the 
wall. He came away with 
tire and brake problems.

Larson was second 
for the third straight time 
racing at Darlington. He 
led the most laps, 156 out 
of 367.

He made it crazy at 
the end.

“I didn’t want to 
wreck him. I just wanted 
to get to his outside,” Lar-
son said. “He did a great 
job, not really making 
any mistakes on that last 
run.” Ross Chastain fin-
ished third, the only non-
playoff driver among the 
top eight.

Chastain ran among 
the playoff cars most of 
the night. He was asked 
what he needed to break-
through here. “A better 

driver,” he chuckled. “I 
can go fast, I just can’t 
quite race with them.”

Chastain will drive 
the No. 1 car for Track-
house Racing in 2022.

Truex was fourth, fol-
lowed by Kevin Harvick, 
Kurt Busch, Brad Kesel-
owski and Joey Logano, 
Chris Buescher and Aus-
tin Dillon.

PLAYOFF PROBLEMS
Plenty of drivers with 

high playoff hopes left 
Darlington with prob-
lems, including two-time 
series champion Busch. 
Soon after the start of 
stage two, the fourth-
seeded Busch was racing 
close with Austin Dillon 
when he hit the outside 
wall in turn two, slid into 
the inside wall and drove 
straight to garage. Busch 
even plowed through 
some safety cones as he 
left the track.

Busch blamed his 
Toyota Camry, dropping 
a couple of expletives 
about the bad run. “We 
were running terrible 
and we got wrecked,” 
said Busch, who finished 
35th.

Earlier, Daytona 500 
winner Mike McDowell 
hit the wall on the back-
stretch on lap 30 and was 
done for the day. McDow-
ell came in seeded 13th 
and finished dead last in 
37th.

William Byron, the 
eighth seed, couldn’t 
avoid Hendrick Motor-
sports teammate Alex 
Bowman early on after 
the No. 48 hit the wall. 
On the 199th lap, Byron 
slammed hard into the 
wall entering turn one 
and ended his run. Byron 
was 34th.

And defending cham-
pion Elliott saw his race 
end when he hit the wall 
on a three-wide run and 
left with a flat tire and 
brake problems 42 laps 
from the end. Elliott was 
31st.

UP NEXT
The NASCAR Cup se-

ries playoffs continue at 
Richmond, Virginia, on 
Saturday. Brad Kesel-
owski won there in Sept. 
2020 while Alex Bowman 
won there this past April.

Pakistan recalls Asif Ali, khushdil 
Shah for T20 World Cup

ISlAMABAD (AP): Paki-
stan has recalled pow-
er-hitters Asif Ali and 
Khushdil Shah for next 
month’s cricket Twen-
ty20 World Cup.

The selectors named 
a 15-member squad on 
Monday that will also 
play five-match home se-
ries against New Zealand 
later this month and a 
two-match series against 
England before flying out 
to the United Arab Emir-
ates for the T20 World 
Cup.

“We have tried to 
cover all our bases by 
catering for the modern 
day brand of T20 cricket 
that will be required to 
perform strongly in the 
ICC Men’s T20 World 
Cup,” chief selector Mu-
hammad Wasim said in a 
statement.

The selectors have 
kept confidence in Asif, 
who the played last of 
his 29 Twenty20 inter-
nationals against Zimba-
bwe in April. The middle-
order batter averages 
25.4 with a strike rate 
of 121.65, but has been 
struggling for runs lately.

He is competing in 
the Caribbean Premier 

League, but has scored 
just 32 runs in five 
matches.

Left-handed batsman 
Khushdil averages 21 in 
nine Twenty20s and has 
not played for Pakistan 
since an outing against 
South Africa at Lahore in 
February.

While acknowledging 
the fact that both bats-
men do not have out-
standing numbers, Wa-
sim said that they were 
the best available for se-
lection.

“They are the best 
in the available pool of 
middle-order batsmen 
and we remain con-
fident that they will 
provide us solutions to 
our middle-order dif-
ficulties through solid 
performances,” Wasim 
said. Asif and Khushdil 
“will compliment Babar 
Azam, Mohammad 
Hafeez, Mohammad 
Rizwan and ShoaibMaq-
sood. In ImadWasim, 
Mohammad Nawaz and 
Shadab Khan, we have 
three top-quality spin-
ners who are equally 
good with the bat and 
outstanding in the field.”

Pakistan has dropped 

all-rounder Faheem 
Ashraf, former captain 
Sarfaraz Ahmed, opening 
batsman Sharjeel Khan 
and fast bowler Arshad-
Iqbal, who were part of 
Pakistan’s squads in the 
last series against Eng-
land and the West Indies.

LegspinnerUsman-
Qadir, opening batter 
FakharZaman and fast 
bowler ShahnawazDah-
ani will travel with the 
team to the UAE as re-
serve players.

Wasim said the three 
were unlucky to miss out 
on full selection.

“SohaibMaqsood’s 
ability to bat and perform 
anywhere in the top-
order has given him an 
edge over Fakhar, while 
the presence of three ex-
perienced spinners, who 
are also capable batters, 
and five genuine wicket-
taking fast bowlers made 
it difficult for UsmanQa-
dir to get into the side,” 
Wasim said.

Wicketkeeper-bats-
man Azam Khan, who 
made his Twenty20 de-
but against England, was 
retained in the squad as a 
backup to regular glove-
manRizwan. 
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belarus court gives opposition 
activists lengthy sentences

Climate change pushes 
New Zealand to warmest 

recorded winter

Israeli police 
launch 
manhunt 
after 6 
prisoners 
break out
TEl AVIV, Israel (AP): 
Israeli forces on Monday 
launched a massive man-
hunt in northern Israel 
and the occupied West 
Bank after six Palestinian 
prisoners escaped over-
night from a high-securi-
ty facility in an extremely 
rare breakout.

Officials said they 
have erected roadblocks 
and are conducting pa-
trols in the area. Israel’s 
Army Radio also said 
400 prisoners are being 
moved as a protective 
measure against any ad-
ditional escape attempts. 
The radio said the pris-
oners escaped through 
a tunnel from the Gilboa 
prison, which is sup-
posed to be one of Isra-
el’s most secure facilities. 
The men reportedly ap-
peared to have received 
some outside help.

Israel’s prime minis-
ter, Naftali Bennett, called 
it a “grave incident” that 
required maximum effort 
by Israel’s various securi-
ty branches.

He said he was receiv-
ing constant updates on 
the prison break, which 
occurred just hours be-
fore Israel was to mark 
the Jewish New Year. Au-
thorities apparently did 
not believe the escaped 
prisoners posed a threat 
to the general public, and 
there were no instruc-
tions for people to alter 
their routines. The pris-
on is about 4 kilometers 
(2.5 miles) from the West 
Bank border.

Police commander 
Shimon Ben Shabo said 
officials have reinforced 
emergency response call 
centers in the area to 
respond to any reports 
about the prisoners and 
there are “forces avail-
able to arrive at any loca-
tion.”

The escapees were 
believed to have been 
headed for Jenin, where 
the internationally rec-
ognized Palestinian Au-
thority wields little con-
trol and where militants 
in recent weeks have 
openly clashed with Is-
raeli forces. Israeli heli-
copters were seen flying 
over Jenin on Monday 
morning.

The Palestinian Pris-
oners’ Club, which rep-
resents both former and 
current prisoners, iden-
tified the men as ranging 
in age from 26 to 49 years 
old. They include Zakari-
aZubeidi, 46, who has 
been detained since 2019. 
Zubeidi was a leader in the 
Al Aqsa Martyrs Brigade, 
affiliated with the Fatah 
movement, during the 
second Palestinian upris-
ing over 20 years ago.

Four of the other pris-
oners had been serving 
life sentences, the pris-
oners’ group said.

Photos appearing in Is-
raeli media show what was 
purported to be the end of 
the escape tunnel, with one 
image showing an Israeli 
security man in a black T-
shirt inspecting a hole in 
the ground. Palestinian mil-
itant groups swiftly praised 
the breakout.

“This is a great heroic 
act, which will cause a se-
vere shock to the Israeli 
security system and will 
constitute a severe blow 
to the army and the en-
tire system in Israel,” said 
DaoudShehab, a spokes-
man for Islamic Jihad. 

Taliban say they took Panjshir, 
last holdout Afghan province

kABUl, Afghanistan (AP): 
The Taliban said on Monday 
they have taken control of 
Panjshir province north of 
Kabul, the last holdout of anti-
Taliban forces in the country 
and the only province the 
Taliban had not seized during 
their blitz across Afghanistan 
last month.

Thousands of Taliban 
fighters overran eight dis-
tricts of Panjshir overnight, 
according to witnesses from 
the area who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity, fearing for 
their safety. Taliban spokes-
man ZabihullahMujahid is-
sued a statement, saying Pan-
jshir was now under control 
of Taliban fighters.

“We tried our best to solve 
the problem through negotia-
tions, and they rejected talks 
and then we had to send our 
forces to fight,” Mujahid told 
a press conference in Kabul 
later Monday.

The anti-Taliban forces 
had been led by the former 
vice president, Amrullah-
Saleh, and also the son of the 
iconic anti-Taliban fighter 
Ahmad Shah Massoud who 
was killed just days before the 
9/11 terrorist attacks in the 
United States.

Meanwhile in northern 
Balkh province, at least four 
planes chartered to evacu-
ate several hundred people 
seeking to escape the Tali-
ban’s takeover of Afghanistan 
have been unable to leave the 
country for days, officials said 
Sunday, with conflicting ac-
counts emerging about why 
the flights weren’t able to take 
off as pressure ramps up on 
the U.S. to help those left be-
hind to leave.

An Afghan official at the 
airport in the city of Mazar-e-
Sharif, the provincial capital, 
said that the would-be pas-
sengers were Afghans, many 

of whom did not have pass-
ports or visas, and thus were 
unable to leave the country. 
Speaking on condition of ano-
nymity because he was not 
authorized to talk to report-
ers, he said they had left the 
airport while the situation 
was being sorted out.

The top Republican on 
the U.S. House Foreign Af-
fairs Committee, however, 
said that the group included 
Americans and that they had 
boarded planes but the Tali-
ban were not letting them 
take off, effectively “holding 
them hostage.” Rep. Michael 
McCaul of Texas told “Fox 
News Sunday” that Ameri-
can citizens and Afghan in-
terpreters were being kept 
on six planes. He did not say 
where that information came 
from and it was not immedi-
ately possible to reconcile the 
two accounts.

The final days of America’s 
20-year war in Afghanistan 
were marked by a harrow-
ing airlift at Kabul’s airport 
to evacuate tens of thousands 
of people — Americans and 
their allies — who feared 
what the future would hold, 
given the Taliban’s history 

of repression, particularly of 
women. When the last Ameri-
can troops pulled out on Aug. 
30, though, many were left 
behind.The U.S. promised to 
continue working with the 
new Taliban rulers to get 
those who want to leave out, 
and the militants pledged to 
allow anyone with the proper 
legal documents to leave.

Experts had doubted that 
resistance to the Taliban in 
Panjshir, the last holdout 
province, could succeed long-
term despite the area’s geo-
graphical advantage

Nestled in the towering 
Hindu Kush mountains, the 
Panjshir Valley has a single 
narrow entrance. Local fight-
ers held off the Soviets there 
in the 1980s and also, for a 
brief time, the Taliban a de-
cade later under the leader-
ship of Massoud. He was one 
of several former mujahedeen 
leaders who had ruled Kabul 
between 1992-96 but turned 
their guns on each other, lead-
ing to the 1996 arrival of the 
Taliban.

Massoud’s son Ahmad, 
in a statement Sunday called 
for an end to the fighting. 
The young British-schooled 

Massoud said his forces were 
ready to lay down their weap-
ons but only if the Taliban 
agreed to end their assault. 
Late on Sunday dozens of ve-
hicles loaded with Taliban 
fighters were seen swarming 
into the Panjshir Valley.

There has been no state-
ment from Saleh, Afghani-
stan’s former vice president 
who had declared himself 
the acting president after 
President Ashraf Ghani fled 
the country on Aug. 15 as the 
Taliban reached the gates of 
the capital. The Taliban sub-
sequently entered the presi-
dency building that day.

The Taliban’s lightning 
blitz across the country took 
less than a week to overrun 
some 300,000 Afghan govern-
ment troops, most of whom 
surrendered or fled.

The whereabouts of Saleh 
and the young Massoud were 
not immediately known Mon-
day.

Mujahid, the Taliban 
spokesman, sought to assure 
residents of Panjshir that 
they would be safe — even as 
scores of families reportedly 
fled into the mountains ahead 
of the Taliban’s arrival.

“There is no need for any 
more fighting,” Mujahid said 
at the press conference. “All 
Panjshir people and those 
who live in Panjshir are our 
brothers and they are part of 
our country.”

The Taliban had stepped 
up their assault on Panjshir 
on Sunday, tweeting that their 
forces overran Rokha district, 
one of the largest in the prov-
ince. Several Taliban delega-
tions have attempted nego-
tiations with the holdouts, but 
talks failed.

FahimDashti, the spokes-
man for the anti-Taliban 
group and a prominent media 
personality during previous 
governments, was killed in 
battle Sunday, according to 
the group’s Twitter account. 
He was also the nephew of 
Abdullah Abdullah, a senior 
Kabul official of the former 
government involved in ne-
gotiations with the Taliban on 
the future of Afghanistan.

Mujahid denied Dashti 
died in battle with the Tali-
ban, and claimed he was killed 
in an “internal dispute among 
two commanders in Panjshir,” 
without offering any evidence 
to support that claim.

Mujahid also told report-
ers that the Taliban would 
announce a new government 
“within days” — one that 
would be inclusive, he said, 
without elaborating. Once 
the government is formed, 
members of the former Af-
ghan army and security forces 
would be asked to return to 
work, he added.

“We need their expertise,” 
he said. Members of the pre-
vious Afghan security forces 
would then join with Taliban 
fighters to form a single army, 
Mujahid added. Taliban fight-
ers in civilian clothes riding in 
pickup trucks through Kabul 
would be replaced with Tali-
ban men in uniform.

Asked what rights women 
would have under the Taliban, 
Mujahid promised all women 
would eventually be “asked to 
return” to their jobs.

The Taliban have claimed 
unspecified “security rea-
sons” are behind the current 
slow pace of return of Afghan 
women to their workplace 
and also behind restricting 
women to their homes, unless 
accompanied by a male guard-
ian. But many who remember 
their rule are skeptical.

WEllINGToN, New 
zealand (AP): The 
southern winter that just 
ended in New Zealand 
was the warmest ever 
recorded, and scientists 
say that climate change 
is driving temperatures 
ever higher.

For the three months 
through August, the aver-
age temperature was 9.8 
Celsius (50 Fahrenheit), 
according to New Zea-
land’s National Institute 
of Water and Atmospher-
ic Research.

That’s 1.3C above the 
long-term average and 
0.2C higher than the pre-
vious record posted last 
year. Scientists have been 
keeping records since 
1909, but most of the 
warmest winters have 
been recent.

Nava Fedaeff, a mete-
orologist at the institute, 
said that on top of a back-
ground of global warm-
ing, this year there were 
more warm winds than 
usual from the north and 
warmer sea tempera-
tures.

She said the underly-
ing warming trend can 
be tracked through car-
bon dioxide concentra-
tion, which has increased 
in New Zealand from 
320 parts per million 50 
years ago to about 412 
parts per million today.

Fedaeff said snowfall 
at lower elevations was 
well below average this 

winter as it was often re-
placed with rain, which 
could make for lower riv-
er levels later in the year 
because there will be less 
snowmelt. That could im-
pact irrigation for farms, 
she said. There were also 
more extreme weather 
events, Fedaeff said, in-
cluding severe flooding 
in some places and dry 
spells in others.

Professor James Ren-
wick, a climate scientist 
at the Victoria University 
of Wellington, said that 
in the short term at least, 
some New Zealand farm-
ers with cow or sheep 
herds might benefit from 
a longer grass-growing 
season.

But he said the chang-
es were also putting 
pressure on natural eco-
systems and over time, 
more species would face 
extinction. He said it was 
imperative for humans 
to slow the rate of green-
house gas emissions.

“If we don’t get on top 
of warming soon, there is 
going to be grief for large 
sections of the world,” 
Renwick said.

Renwick said that 
New Zealand had talked a 
lot about climate change 
but had so far done little 
to curb its emissions. But 
he said there were now 
good government poli-
cies in place, including 
a pledge to become car-
bon-neutral by 2050. 

kYIV, Ukraine (AP): A 
court in Belarus on Mon-
day sentenced two lead-
ing opposition activists 
to lengthy prison terms, 
the latest move in the 
relentless crackdown 
Belarusian authorities 
have unleashed on dis-
sent in the wake of last 
year’s anti-government 
protests.

Maria Kolesnikova, 
a top member of the op-
position Coordination 
Council, has been in cus-
tody since her arrest last 
September. A court in 
Minsk found her guilty of 
conspiring to seize pow-
er, creating an extremist 
organization and call-
ing for actions damaging 
state security and sen-
tenced her to 11 years in 
prison.

Lawyer Maxim Znak, 

another leading mem-
ber of the Coordination 
Council who faced the 
same charges, was sen-
tenced to 10 years in 
prison.

Kolesnikova, who 
helped coordinate 
monthslong opposition 
protests that erupted af-
ter an August 2020 presi-
dential vote, resisted au-
thorities’ attempts to force 
her to leave the country. 
When officers of the Be-
larusian security agency 
drove her to the border 
with Ukraine last Septem-
ber to forcibly expel her, 
she ripped up her pass-
port and walked back into 
Belarus to face arrest.

Kolesnikova and Znak 
stood trial behind closed 
doors, with their families 
only allowed to be pres-
ent at the sentencing 

hearing on Monday.
“For many, Maria has 

become an example of 
resilience and the fight 
between good and evil. 
I’m proud of her,” Kole-
snikova’s father, Alexan-
der, told The Associated 
Press on Monday. “It’s 
not a verdict, but rather 
the revenge of the au-
thorities.”

Belarus was shaken 
by months of protests 
fueled by President Alex-
ander Lukashenko’s be-
ing awarded a sixth term 
after the August 2020 
presidential vote that the 
opposition and the West 
denounced as a sham. He 
responded to the dem-
onstrations with a mas-
sive crackdown that saw 
more than 35,000 people 
arrested and thousands 
beaten by police.
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FREEZE! The Queen's Gambit star, Anya-Taylor Joy has some fun 
on the red carpet at the premiere of Last Night in Soho during the Venice 
Film Festival.
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EtCETERA

Aries:
This could be a time of inner turmoil, Aries. You are witness-
ing multiple chapters in your life come to an end. While 
there’s a part of you that understands it’s all taking place 
for your highest good, there’s another part of you that’s in 
mourning. Allow what needs to resurface to come up without 
suppressing anything. This is the only way healing can take 
place completely. PS: Those who’ve been fighting a legal 
battle will find that victory is close at hand.
Tip: Allow what needs to resurface to resurface without sup-
pressing anything.
Taurus:
Taurus, you weren’t sent here to follow the rules. You were 
certainly not sent here to realise the unfulfilled dreams of 
those who came before you. You were sent here to follow 
your heart, to live a purposeful life, and to be authentic with 
yourself in each and every moment. So embrace that cre-
ative rebel within, and know that by honouring your truth, you 
are fulfilling your role in the Divine Matrix. 
Tip: It’s time to embrace that creative rebel within.
Gemini:
The new moon in Virgo is enabling you to work through 
those heart chakra wounds, expand that space of love with-
in, and establish a deeper connection with yourself. It hasn’t 
been easy, facing your fears and integrating your shadows. 
But, you stayed committed to the path of self-transformation 

nonetheless, which has helped you evolve to this point 
in your existence. Remember, healing is seldom a linear 
process. There are good days and there are bad days too. 
Gemini, don’t let that deter you from showing up for yourself.
Tip: It’s time to expand that space of love within, boo.
Cancer:
Challenges are an opportunity to grow. Read that again, 
Cancer. In your darkest moments you need to remember 
that the obstacles you are facing have been placed in your 
path by Spirit so that you can evolve and walk those damn 
fears to the exit door.  
Tip: You are prepared for this.
Leo:
Leo, you’ve always been a bit of a black sheep. Somebody 
with a strong personality who’s never believed in following 
the herd mentality. But every now and then, the Universe 
sends you a test. A test to see how authentically you are 
willing to lead your life. So, when you find your beliefs chal-
lenged by those around you today, stay in your centre. Ob-
serve as if you are a third party witnessing the play of your 
own life. In these moments, you will gain complete clarity on 
your path and purpose, and the role you’re meant to play in 
the divine matrix in this lifetime.
Tip: It’s time to live a life of authenticity.
Virgo:
The new moon in Virgo is officially here, and it’s bringing with 

itself fresh energy and a host of new ideas. You’re feeling 
inspired to reinvent yourself, baby! You’re feeling inspired to 
reinvent the way you express yourself creatively. What the 
cards want you to do today: throw those damn rules in the 
garbage bin. It’s time to follow your inner compass and live 
as authentically as you possibly can!
Tip: It’s time to reinvent yourself, baby!
Libra:
Spoiler alert, Libra: you’re wasting too much time worrying 
about who you should and shouldn’t be. As a result, you’re 
holding yourself back from being who you truly are and living 
authentically. What the cards want you to remember is that 
the suitor at hand isn’t going away. Nor are they interested in 
hiding behind masks or playing the runner-chaser game. So 
come as you are, beautiful, and know that the new moon in 
Virgo is helping you bring about a big shift in the area of your 
interpersonal relationships.
Tip: Embrace the magic of coming as you are.
Scorpio:
When you’re doing *this* well for yourself, people are bound 
to talk about you, Scorpio. But, you always have the power 
to decide—the power to decide whether or not you want 
to engage with the drama that’s unfolding around you. So 
choose your thoughts, words and actions carefully as you 
draw boundaries wherever necessary. When in doubt, re-
member the mantra ‘success is the best form of revenge’. As 

long as you stay dedicated to your mission and keep doing 
what you are here to do, there is no reason you won’t make 
it to the top.
Tip: Disengage from the drama and draw boundaries wher-
ever necessary.
Sagittarius:
You’ve been with all kinds of people, Sagittarius, and they 
all managed to carefully conceal some part of themselves 
or the other. What makes the connection you’re exploring 
right now so beautiful is the fact that it is raw and honest. 
The suitor at hand isn’t projecting a version of themselves 
that the world deems appropriate. So meet them where they 
are. Break down the walls and give yourself the permission 
to be the most authentic version of yourself. Something tells 
us you’re being presented with the opportunity to build the 
foundation of a solid relationship.
Tip: What makes the connection beautiful is the fact that it is 
raw and honest.
Capricorn:
Here's a radical idea, Capricorn: For the next ten days, give 
yourself the permission to be who you are in every situation 
and to say what you're feeling without editing a word. You’ve 
been holding yourself back from expressing yourself fully, 
and it’s causing inner turmoil. As such, anxiety and over-
whelm are showing us as big themes for you right now. In-
stead of letting your thoughts get the better of you, step back 

and breathe. Accept that you do not have control over certain 
aspects of your life. The good thing is, you have the power 
to surrender. The more you step back and allow, the easier 
it will be for the Universe to set things right on your behalf.
Tip: ‘Surrender’ is the magic word.
Aquarius:
This is a tricky time in the Aquarius HQ. You’ll find that despite 
your best efforts to move forward, you seem to be making 
your way back to square one. What do you think is the 
reason behind this conundrum, and how can you resolve 
it? Step #1: Choose the path of least resistance. Step #2: 
Disengage from the drama. Step #3: Leave your ego out of 
the equation. Remember, things may or may not return to 
normalcy immediately, and that’s okay. Stay in your centre. 
You will get through this.
Tip: Choose the path of least resistance.
Pisces:
The new moon in Virgo finds you renewing your vows and 
making grand declarations of love. You’ve been bitten by 
the love bug, Pisces, and there’s no going back from here. 
Those who are in a business or creative partnership too 
will find that their relationship is evolving with the passage 
of time. It wasn’t easy at first, but you found a way to work 
through the differences. Trust that things will begin to move 
uphill from here.
Tip: It’s time to renew those vows, beautiful.
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Chinese star cuts ties with Swiss 
watch brand over Taiwan

China’s Weibo bans BTS fan 
account for illegal fundraising

BEIJING (AP):  Chinese sing-
er and actor Lu Han, a former 
member of popular K-pop 
boy band EXO, said Sunday 
he would cut ties with Swiss 
luxury watch brand Aude-
marsPiguet after its CEO re-
ferred to Taiwan as a country 
in an interview.

China, which claims Tai-
wan as its territory, objects 
to any reference to the self-
governing island as a coun-
try. Under the one-country 
policy, other countries have 
diplomatic relations with ei-
ther China or Taiwan, but not 
both.

In a video circulating 
online, the watch brand’s 
CEO François-Henry Ben-
nahmias referred to Tai-

wan as an “ultra-modern, 
high-tech country” in an 
interview.

Lu has been an ambas-
sador for AudemarsPiguet 
since 2018. A statement 
posted by Lu’s studio said 
he and his team urged the 
watch brand to apologize in 
both Chinese and English but 
failed to reach an agreement 
with the company, leading Lu 
to cut ties.

“National interests are 
above all else, Lu Han and 
Lu Han’s studio will defend 
national sovereignty and ter-
ritorial integrity,” the state-
ment read.

It wasn’t immediately 
clear what the source of their 
disagreement was. Audem-

arsPiguet on Saturday had 
posted a Chinese statement 
on Weibo apologizing for its 
error.

“We apologize for the 
recent incorrect statement. 
AudemarsPiguet has always 
adhered to the one-China po-
sition and firmly safeguarded 
China’s national sovereignty 
and territorial integrity,” the 
statement read.

Celebrities in China are 
often pressured to conform 
to values espoused by the 
Chinese government or face 
repercussions.

Celebrities such as Fan 
Bingbing and ZhengShuang 
have been fined heavily for 
evading taxes, and popular 
actress Zhao Wei last week 

had her name removed from 
credits of films and TV shows 
she had starred in without 
explanation.

In March, over 30 Chi-
nese celebrities cut ties with 
brands such as Nike, H&M 
and Adidas after state media 
criticized the brands for ex-
pressing concerns over the 
use of Xinjiang cotton follow-
ing complaints of abuse and 
discrimination against ethnic 
minorities in the region.

More than 1 million 
members of the Uyghur and 
other predominantly Mus-
lim ethnic minorities have 
been confined to detention 
camps in Xinjiang, accord-
ing to foreign governments 
and researchers.

BEIJING (AP): Chinese social media 
platform Weibo banned a fan club of 
popular South Korean K-pop band BTS 
from posting for 60 days, saying it had 
raised funds illegally, days after photo-
graphs of a customized airplane funded 
by the fan club were posted online.

The fan club account, which had over 
1.1 million followers on Weibo, was cen-
tered around BTS member Jimin. The 
restrictions imposed on the account 
came amid China’s campaign to clean up 
the entertainment industry and clamp 
down on “irrational behavior” exhibited 
by fans.

Chinese President Xi Jinping has 
called for a “national rejuvenation” with 
tighter Communist Party control of busi-
ness, education, culture and religion.

The party has since reduced chil-
dren’s access to online games and is 
trying to discourage what it sees as 
unhealthy attention toward celebrities. 
Last week, the government banned ef-
feminate men on TV and banned idol 
development shows for their “low moral 
values” that could be a bad influence on 
the youth.

The BTS fan account was banned 
from posting on Weibo after images 
circulated online last week of a custom-
ized airplane from Jeju Air with images 
of Jimin on it. The customized airplane 
was part of the club’s plans to celebrate 

his 26th birthday in October. The stunt 
drew swift criticism online for its excess. 
Following the backlash, the account is-
sued a statement last week on its feed 
urging fans to be “rational” when chas-
ing celebrities for a “harmonious and 
healthy internet environment.”

Weibo said in a statement Sunday 
that the group has been banned from 
posting for 60 days after it was found to 
have raised funds illegally.

“Weibo firmly opposes such irratio-
nal star-chasing behavior and will deal 
with it seriously,” the statement said.

The fan club began raising money 
in April to prepare for the birthday cel-
ebrations, according to state-owned 
media Global Times, with over 1 million 
yuan ($150,000) raised in the first three 
minutes of the fundraising activity and 
2.3 million yuan ($360,000) in the first 
hour.

The club also planned to run adver-
tisements celebrating Jimin’s birthday 
in newspapers like The New York Times.

It is not uncommon for K-pop fans 
worldwide to celebrate the birthdays of 
their favorite celebrities by taking out 
advertisements in newspapers and bill-
boards or customizing public transport 
vehicles with images of their idols.

Many fans also fundraise to donate 
to charitable causes such as funding 
education for the underprivileged or 

sponsoring wild animals in stars’ names 
as part of such celebrations.

Weibo also said in a separate state-
ment on Sunday that it banned 21 other 
fan accounts for 30 days for posting 
“irrational star-chasing” content. The 
banned fan accounts were mostly cen-
tered around K-pop celebrities, such as 
members of South Korean boy bands 
NCT and EXO, and girl group Blackpink.

Celebrities in China are often pres-
sured to conform to values espoused 
by the Chinese government or face the 
repercussions. Celebrities such as Fan 
Bingbing and ZhengShuang have been 
fined heavily for evading taxes, and pop-
ular actress Zhao Wei last week had her 
name removed from credits of films and 
TV shows she had starred in without ex-
planation.

Chinese singer and actor Lu Han, a 
former member of popular K-pop group 
EXO, said Sunday that he would cut ties 
with Swiss luxury watch brand Aude-
marsPiguet after a video circulated on-
line last week showing its CEO refer to 
Taiwan as an “ultra-modern, high-tech 
country.”

China, which claims Taiwan as its 
territory, objects to any reference to the 
self-governing island as a country. Un-
der the one-country policy, other coun-
tries have diplomatic relations with ei-
ther China or Taiwan, but not both.

Malayalam movie 'MinnalMurali' 
to premiere on Netflix

Mumbai, Sep 6 (PTI): Filmmaker Basil Jo-
seph's upcoming Malayalam-language su-
perhero film "MinnalMurali" will make its 
debut on streaming service Netflix. Produced 
by Sophia Paul through the banner Weekend 
Blockbusters, the movie stars Malayalam star 
Tovino Thomas in the lead, Netflix said in a 
statement. "MinnalMurali" will be released 
in Malayalam as well as dubbed versions in 
Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Hindi and English.

The story is about an ordinary man 
-turned-superhero Murali, who is struck by 
a bolt of lightning, which bestows him with 
special powers.

Joseph said the attempt with the film is to 
present a superhero that people could relate 
to and connect with on an emotional level.

"Though the essence of a superhero movie 

is the action, our genuine efforts were focused 
on having a strong narrative that could stand 
on its own while backing the action.

"The film is going to be a really exciting 
one and I am looking forward to the release. It 
has been a dream project for the entire team 
and I am glad that the film is releasing on Net-
flix," the filmmaker said. Thomas, who earlier 
worked with Joseph on his 2017 sports com-
edy "Godha", said he has played the character 
of MinnalMurali with full commitment.

"I spent all my time communicating with 
my director to ensure the best possible out-
come and immense amounts of work went 
into creating MinnalMurali. "I've learnt a lot 
and I'm grateful that during these strange 
times, people can still appreciate cinema from 
the comfort of their homes through Netflix.  


