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8/87 schools score 100% results 
in CBSE class XII Board exams

Summit Report
Gangtok, 05 May:

While only eight out 
of the 88 senior 

secondary schools in 
Sikkim affiliated to CBSE 
scored 100% results in 
class XII Board exams 
this year, a majority of 
the schools posted 75%-
plus pass percentage and 
only a handful  posted 
worryingly poor results.

Two Kendriya Vidya-
layas – the ones at Gang-
tok and Singtam – find 
themselves in the exclu-
sive club of eight along-
side EMRS-Gangyap, 
JNV-Rohtak, Little Angel 
School [Nandok], and 
government senior sec-
ondary schools of Luing, 
Mangshila and Kitam.

There is also a group 

of 17 schools which have 
recorded a 90-99% pass 
percentage while all the 
remaining schools, save 
three, have posted 50%-
plus results.

The school-wise per-
formance tabulated 
by the HRD Depart-
ment reveals that only 
three schools in the 

state had less than 
50% of their class XII 
students passing this 
year’s board exams.

The worst-perform-
ing among the bot-
tom-three is JNV-Pa-
kyong which saw only 
45.45% of its students 
passing while 24.24% 
received compartments 

and 30.30 failed the 
board exams.

Government Senior 
Secondary School, Man-
galbaria, had 49.15% 
of its students passing 
while 22.03% of the class 
XII students have com-
partment results and 
28.81% failed.

Similarly, Govt SSS, 

Perbing, saw 26.09% of 
its class XII board exam 
students fail, 26.09% 
get compartments and 
only 47.83% of the stu-
dents pass.

The private can-
didates who took the 
CBSE class XII board 
exams fared rath-
er poorly with only 

28.91% of them pass-
ing the exams, 54.69% 
receiving compart-
ment results and 
7.43% failing.

Readers would  
have noticed that there 
is only private school 
among the eight schools 
which posted 100% re-
sults this year.

Most Indian adults not aware they are 
suffering from Hypertension: Study

New Delhi, May 5 (PTI): Hyperten-
sion prevalence in India is high, but 
only 45 per cent of people are aware 
of their diagnosis, according to a first 
large scale population based study of 
hypertension care in India.

Researchers have used National 
Health and Family Survey (NFHS-4, 
2015-16) data of 731864 individuals 
aged 15-49 years, which covered each 
district of 29 states and 7 union terri-
tories of India.

The study published in PLOS Med-
icine suggests that 3 out of 4 individ-
uals with hypertension ever had their 
blood pressure measured, less than 
half of individuals (45 per cent) had 
been diagnosed, 13 per cent reported 
currently taking hypertensive medica-
tion, while 8 per cent had their blood 
pressure under control.

The study was carried out by re-

searchers at the Public Health Foun-
dation of India (PHFI), Harvard TH 
Chan School of Public Health, the 
Heidelberg Institute of Global Health, 
the University of Birmingham and the 
University of Gottingen.

The study also found adults living 
in rural areas, men, and those who 
were poorer, were even less likely to 
receive the care they need.

Only 5.3 per cent of hypertensive 
men and 10.9 per cent of hypertensive 
women aged 15-49 years have their 
blood pressure under control (i.e., 
they are taking medications and have 
a normal blood pressure), it stated.

There is huge state-level variation 
in hypertension screening.

Screening of hypertensive individ-
uals was lowest in Madhya Pradesh 
(61.3 per cent) and highest in Hary-
ana (93.5 per cent). More than half of 

Indians aged 15-49 years with hyper-
tension are not aware of their hyper-
tension status.

Awareness level was lowest in 
Chhattisgarh (22.1 per cent) and highest 
in Puducherry (80.5 per cent). 27 major 
states/union territories have blood pres-
sure control rates below 10 per cent.

Daman and Diu was the highest, 
but still only 1 in 5 adults there are 
under control.

The study highlighted the urgent 
need of improvements in hyperten-
sion awareness, care and control for 
all Indians specially amongst the most 
productive years (15-49 years).

Dr Dorairaj Prabhakaran, Vice 
President, Research and Policy, at 
PHFI and one of the authors of the 
study, said detection of hypertension 
is straightforward, treatments are 
simple yet effective, and hence hyper-

tension can be easily controlled.
“Control of hypertension pre-

vents future stroke, heart attacks and 
deaths. However, it is an unfortunate 
paradox that India does not perform 
well in any of the measures of detec-
tion, treatment and control. I believe 
the new National Health Mission 
through the health and wellness clin-
ics has the potential to address the is-
sue,” he said.

Dr Lindsay Jaacks, faculty at the 
Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public 
Health and visiting faculty at PHFI 
said, “This is not just an assessment of 
health systems. We need demand-side 
interventions to raise awareness in 
India that hypertension is relative-
ly easy and cheap to treat, and that 
keeping it under control can have 
huge benefits in terms of preventing 
heart attacks and stroke.

Amar Subba’s charity run builds collaborations 
and raises aid for ailing student

Sagar Chhetri
Gangtok, 05 May: 

Amar ‘Marathon Man’ Sub-
ba raised around Rs 30,000 

for the ailing Bandana Limboo 
through a charity run he under-
took from Singtam to Gangtok on 
Sunday. Mr Subba’s effort to build 
wider societal involvement to aid 
Ms Limboo’s treatment received 
heartening support with not only 
celebrities joining sections of his 
run but also lay people and even a 
seven-year-old.

Addressing a short function at 
MG Marg on the conclusion of his 
run, Mr Subba thanked everyone 
who joined him on the charity run 
and expressed gratitude towards 
all organisations and individuals 
who came forward to support the 
cause. He expressed happiness 
over the handsome turnout in sup-
port of the run.

International footballers from 
Sikkim, Sanju Pradhan and Bikash 
Jairu, national footballers, long 
distance runners, athletes and 
people from all walks of life have 
joined the Marathon Man on his 
charity run today.

The run was supported by Sik-
kim Limboo Youth Association [SLYA] 
and Press Club of Sikkim [PCS]. SLYA 
has been raising funds for Ms Limboo 

and has raised around Rs 80,000 till 
date. Their collection drive will con-
tinue till 10 May.

“Life has no guarantees and we 
can die any moment but while we 
are alive we should do good by oth-
ers when we can,” Mr Subba said.

21-year-old Bandana Limboo 
is from Chisopani in South Sik-
kim and a student at Nar Bahadur 

Bhandari Degree College, Tadong. 
She is presently undergoing treat-
ment for Leukaemia [Blood Can-
cer] at AIIMS, New Delhi. 

Prerna, the women’s wing of 
Marwari Yuwa Manch, donated a 
sum of Rs 11,000 while former bu-
reaucrat, Kiran Rasaily, contribut-
ed another Rs 10,100.
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From its formation 
to landfall, how IMD 

tracked cyclone ‘Fani’

Singtam overrun by 
animal bite cases

Yogen Thatal
Singtam, 03 May:

The District Hospital 
here at Singtam has 

attended to 92 animal 
bite cases in the month of 
April. The numbers are 
worrying, and even more 
so since the problem 
does not appear to be go-
ing away any time soon.

Confirming the num-
ber, the registration clerk 
at the hospital, Pravin 
Tamang, said, “Every-
day, approximately three 
animal bite cases are 
brought in. The victims 
include everyone – chil-
dren, teens, elderly, men, 
women… In short, every-

one is affected.”
While 80% of 

the cases are of dog 
bites, patients have 
also been brought in 
after being bitten or 
scratched by cats, mon-
keys and even rats.

Singtams medical 
concerns don’t end with 
animal bite cases and of 
late, there has been an 
increase in the number 
of skin diseases being 
reported. With a skin 
specialist available at the 
hospital only three days a 
week, not only is the doc-
tor over-worked when 
on duty, the people have 
continuing irritations.

New Delhi, May 5 (PTI): 
Thirteen days before cy-
clone ‘Fani’ hit the Odis-
ha coast, the IMD had an 
indication that the low 
pressure in the Bay of 
Bengal and the Equato-
rial Indian Ocean could 
balloon into a massive 
storm and started pre-
paring for the onslaught, 
the weatherman said.

On April 21, based on 
data from various sourc-
es, the India Meteorolog-
ical Department (IMD) 
forecast that conditions 
were conducive for for-
mation of a low-pres-
sure area in the Equa-
torial Indian Ocean and 
south Bay of Bengal. A 
low-pressure area is the 
initial stage of the forma-
tion of a cyclone.

Armed with data 
from different institutes 
of the Ministry of Earth 
Sciences (MoES), the me-
teorologists deliberated 
on how low pressure 
could pan out to be.

The IMD and other in-
stitutes of the Ministry of 
Earth Sciences ran data 
through 10 specialised 
weather models.

“We realised all the 
models suggested that 
it was going to turn into 
a cyclone. So, from April 
25 we started issuing 
special bulletins,” IMD’s 
Additional Director Gen-
eral (services) Mritunjay 
Mohapatra told PTI.

Mohapatra, a veter-
an in tracking cyclones, 

played a critical role in 
tracking Fani’s progress 
and accurately predict-
ing its path. Elaborating 
on the formation stage 
of cyclone ‘Fani’, he said 
help from other insti-
tutes of the MoES played 
a crucial role in predict-
ing the development of 
the cyclone.

The National Insti-
tute of Ocean Technology 
(NIOT), Chennai has over 
20 buoys in the Bay of 
Bengal and the Arabian 
Sea that collected data 
on rainfall, temperatures 
below the sea and above, 
wind speed, Mohaptara 
said. Different satellites 
provided data and imag-
es on clouds in oceanic 
area for monitoring low 
pressure systems, said 
IMD’s Director General K 
J Ramesh.

Satellite data was 
also used in running the 
models. “There are island 
observatories that fed us 
with data,” Mohapatra 
said. Ramesh said data 
was processed under dif-
ferent weather models 
by the Indian Institute 
of Tropical Meteorology 
(IITM), Pune and Na-
tional Centre for Medium 
Range Weather Forecast-
ing (NCMRWF), Noida. 
These two institutes have 
two supercomputers that 
process data.

The data was further 
processed by the Indian 
National Centre for Ocean
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Major Gogoi suffers ignominy 
of seniority reduction and 
exit from Kashmir Valley

Sumir Kaul
Srinagar, May 5 (PTI): 
Major Leetul Gogoi, who 
was at the centre of the 
2017 ‘human shield con-
troversy’, will suffer the 
ignominy of reduction in 
seniority and exit from 
Kashmir Valley with the 
Army headquarters con-
firming the punishment 
for “fraternising” with a 
local woman last year, of-
ficials said here on Sun-
day. A court martial had 
held Gogoi and his driver 
Sameer Malla guilty on 
two counts - “fraternis-
ing” with a local woman 
in spite of instructions to 
the contrary and “being 
away from the place of 
duty while in operational 
area”, the officials said.

The company com-
mander of the unit of 
Malla, who was facing 
charges of unauthorised 
absence, has been au-
thorised to decide on 
his punishment which 
includes a “severe rep-
rimand”. Malla was re-
cruited in the Territorial 
Army in 2017 and he 
was posted with 53 sec-
tor of Rashtriya Rifles, a 
counter-insurgency force 
fighting militancy in Jam-
mu and Kashmir.

The proceedings of 
the court martial were 

confirmed by the Army 
headquarters after which 
it was decided to shift 
him out the valley, the 
officials said, adding that 
the final orders were re-
ceived very recently.

Gogoi and Malla’s 
summary of evidence 
was completed in early 
February, followed by 
the initiation of the court 
martial proceedings, 
they said. The statements 
of the both the accused 
as well as other witness-
es were recorded by the 
Army court and the pun-
ishment, which has been 
vetted by the Army head-
quarters, has been given, 
they added.

Major Gogoi and his 
driver were detained by 
Jammu and Kashmir Po-
lice following an alterca-
tion with the hotel staff 
when he was allegedly 
trying to enter it with an 
18-year-old woman on 
May 23 last year.

The woman had ex-
pressed her unwilling-
ness to depose during 
the court martial pro-
ceedings and informed 
the Army authorities that 
she had given a state-
ment before a magistrate 
and the same should be 
treated as her final stand.
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The woman had also stated that she had gone out 
with Major Gogoi on her own will, besides disclos-
ing that she had become a friend of the Army offi-
cer through his fake Facebook profile, where he had 
named himself Ubaid Arman.

Immediately after the incident came to light last 
year, Army chief Bipin Rawat had said that exemplary 
punishment would be given to Major Gogoi if he was 
found guilty of “any offence”.

“If any officer of the Indian Army is found guilty 
of any offence, we will take strictest possible action,” 
General Rawat had said.

Major Gogoi hit the headlines after he tied a man 
to a jeep purportedly as a shield against an unruly 
mob which was hurling stones during a by-poll at 
Budgam, which forms part of the Srinagar Lok Sabha 
seat, on April 9, 2017.

Major Gogoi...

Footballer Sanju Pradhan, while welcoming the 
effort to generate community participation for a so-
cial cause, commented that such events will help the 
younger generation learn connect and build wider 
collaborations for the future. 

“Although it was a challenging task for us to cover 
the distance from Singtam to Gangtok, but we wanted 
to set an example and encourage others to come for-
ward as well. This run also gave us a chance to realize 
that our people are always ready to support people in 
need,” he said.

The run started at 9:15 AM from Singtam Bazaar 
and runners received warm welcome from different 
organisations and individuals at different points along 
the route. Mr Subba and his team finally reached MG 
Marg at 1:40 PM and took a round of MG Marg. They 
were warmly received by SLYA members and other or-
ganisations at MG Marg. 

The run has also featured the participation of a 
very young seven-year-old runner, Chunzang Lepcha.

International footballer Bikash Jairu also ex-
pressed his happiness over having taken part in this 
charity run and appealed that if everyone come for-
ward in support.

National footballer, Nim Tshering Bhutia also ap-
pealed for support for the ailing Ms Limboo.

[with additional reporting by SONAKSHI SUBEDI 
and HISSEY LAMU BHUTIA]

Amar Subba’s...

Information Services (INCOIS), Hyderabad that gave 
predictions on the extent, depth and duration of the 
inundations in the low-lying areas due to the cyclone, 
Ramesh said.

A similar model is run by Indian Institute of Tech-
nology Delhi to help the IMD with information on in-
undation.

The IMD also used its radars at Chennai, Karikal, 
Machilipatnam, Visakhapatnam, Gopalpur, Paradip, 
Kolkata, Agartala to the fullest.

“Twelve hours before the landfall, we kept send-
ing updates on locations to concerned states every 
half hour using our radars, besides releasing hourly 
bulletins,” Ramesh said.

‘Fani’ intensified into a cyclone on April 27. It be-
came a ‘severe cyclonic storm’ on April 29 and into 
a ‘very severe cyclone’ on April 30. A day later, it 
took the from of an ‘extremely severe cyclone’ and 
slammed into the Odisha coast on May 3 with a speed 
gusting to 175 kilometres per hour.

The IMD also earned praised from different quar-
ters of the world for its predictions.

From its...

Mangan vegetable centre 
cold storage reopens

Mangan, 05 May (IPR): 
The organic vegetable 
centre-cum-cold stor-
age located at Lal Bazar, 
Mangan, was reopened 
today by the North Dis-
trict Zilla Panchayat.

With reopening, 
farmers can avail the fa-

cilities to store their veg-
etables on payment of 
rates as charged by the 
concerned committee.

The cold storage is 
owned, operated and 
maintained by the North 
District Zilla Panchayat 
under the guidance of the 

District Planning Officer.
This new facility pro-

vides a good opportuni-
ty to farmers to market 
their organic produce 
at a good price. The re-
opening has given mu-
tual benefit to both the 
local public and the lo-

cal farmers.
The function was also 

attended by Somnath 
Adhikari (ADM/North), 
KR Limboo (ADC, Dev), 
Pempa Bhutia (DP0/
NDZP), officials from the 
line Department and the 
local dignitaries.

Delhi HC quashes Centre’s 2018 IAS, 
IPS cadre allocation, orders fresh

New Delhi, May 5 (PTI): 
The Delhi High Court has 
quashed the Centre’s 
cadre allocations of IAS 
and IPS officers of 2018 
batch under the new pol-
icy and ordered a fresh 
cadre allocation.

A bench of Justices 
Vipin Sanghi and Rekha 
Palli accepted the sub-
mission of the officers, 
who had approached 
the court challenging 
the process, that cadre 
allocation is a matter 
which would affect their 
careers for all times to 
come.

It noted that re-allo-
cation of cadres by the 
authorities should not 
take much time as it is 
done electronically, that 
is through computer pro-
gram or software, and 
the authorities already 
possess the requisite 
data in this regard.

“For all the aforesaid 
reasons, we are inclined 
to allow these writ pe-
titions and to quash the 
cadre allocations made 
by the respondents of the 
IAS officers vide commu-
nication dated Decem-
ber 3, 2018, and the IPS 
officers vide OM dated 
December 19, 2018. We, 
accordingly, direct so,” 
the bench said.

It said the court was 
inclined to grant relief 
to the petitioners con-
sidering that they have 
approached the court at 
the very earliest and at 
a stage when neither the 
IAS officers nor the IPS 
officers of the 2018 batch 
have commenced their 
on-site training which 
are cadre specific.

“We, therefore, direct 
the respondents to un-
dertake fresh cadre allo-
cation of the successful 
candidates allocated to 
the IAS and IPS, accord-
ing to their merit and by 
taking into consideration 
the preferences given by 
the candidates irrespec-
tive of whether they have 
filled ‘99’ in any of the 
zones or cadres.

“If a candidate is not 
able to get any of the pre-
ferred cadres according 
to his rank, cadre alloca-
tion in respect of such a 
candidate may be resort-
ed to in the manner set 
out in.... ,that is, he may 
‘be allotted along with 
other such candidates in 

the order of rank to any 
of the remaining cadres, 
arranged in alphabetical 
order, in which there are 
vacancies in his catego-
ry if allocation of all the 
candidates who could 
be allotted to cadres in 
accordance with their 
preference’,” the bench 
said and disposed of 
four petitions.

For no preference 
in zones and cadres, 
the candidates had to 
enter “99”.

The court’s verdict 
came on four petitions 
filed by various officers 
challenging the notifica-
tion of Central govern-
ment allocating the cad-
res to candidates of Indi-
an Police Service (IPS) on 
the basis of the results of 
the Civil Services Exam-
ination (CSE), 2017.

They sought direc-
tion to the Centre to is-
sue a new list allocating 
the respective cadres to 
the selected IPS candi-
dates in the CSE, 2017, 
purely on the basis of 
merit and preferences 
indicated in the online 
form, by correctly in-
terpreting the Office 
Memorandum (OM) of 
September 5, 2017.

The pleas claimed 
that the interpretation of 
Cadre Allocation Policy 
2017 adopted by the au-
thorities was unreason-
able and grossly unfair, 
unjust and arbitrary.

“The same is violative 
of the principle of equal-
ity in as much, as, the 
more meritorious candi-
dates, who have ranked 
higher in CSE, 2017, have 
been denied allocation 
to cadres for which they 
had given their prefer-
ences, and less merito-
rious candidates have 
been allocated to the 
said cadres,” the officers’ 
counsel had argued.

As per the 2017 office 
memorandum on cad-
re al location pol icy, 
the states  and joint 
cadres were divided into 
five zones.

According to that 
policy, the candidates 
were required to first 
give their choice in the 
descending order of pref-
erence from amongst the 
various zones. Thereaf-
ter, the candidates will 
indicate one preference 
of cadre from each pre-

ferred zone.
The candidates will 

indicate their second 
cadre preference for ev-
ery preferred zone there-
after. Similar process will 
continue till a preference 
for all the cadres is indi-
cated by the candidate.

If a candidate does not 
give any preference for 
any of the zones/cadres, 
it will be presumed that 
he has no specific pref-
erence for those zones/
cadres and accordingly, 
if he is not allocated to 
any one of the cadres for 
which he has indicated 
the preference, he shall 
be allotted along with 
other such candidates in 
the order of rank to any 
of the remaining cadres, 
arranged in an alphabet-
ical order, in which there 
are vacancies in his cat-
egory after allocation of 
all the candidates who 
can be allotted to cadres 
in accordance with their 
preference, it had stated.

The petitioners’ 
grievance was that the au-
thorities have not allocat-
ed the cadres to them as 
per their declared policy 
of merit-cum-preferences.

The bench agreed 
with the officers that the 
interpretation and im-
plementation of the Cad-
re Allocation Policy, 2017 
resorted to by the re-
spondents is unreason-
able and arbitrary, since 
the more meritorious 
candidates have been de-
nied the cadres to which 
they were otherwise en-
titled according to their 
preference and the same 
have been allocated to 
the less meritorious can-
didates.

“There can be no gain 
saying that the common 
thread running in the 
said Cadre Allocation 
Policy, 2017 is to reward 
merit. The more meri-
torious candidates are 
entitled to consideration 
for allocation of cadres 
before the less meritori-
ous candidates are con-
sidered.

“This is clear from 
the overall scheme/pol-
icy ... That principle has 
been clearly breached 
by the respondents due 
to the manner in which 
they have interpreted 
and implemented the 
OM dated September 5, 
2017,” it said.

Env min rejects global 
reports claiming 1.2 

million deaths in India 
due to pollution

New Delhi, May 5 (PTI): 
Union minister Harsh 
Vardhan has discredited 
the recent global reports 
claiming over one million 
deaths in India due to air 
pollution, saying such 
studies are only aimed at 
“causing panic”.

The Minister of Envi-
ronment, Forest and Cli-
mate Change is contest-
ing the Lok Sabha polls 
from Chandni Chowk 
constituency in the na-
tional capital.

In an interview to 
PTI, the BJP leader said 
his government is work-
ing hard to tackle the 
problem of pollution and 
has been supporting the 
AAP-led Delhi govern-
ment in this direction.

“We are doing our 
best to handle air pol-
lution. The number of 
(achhe din) good days 
are consistently going 
up and bad days coming 
down,” he said.

“Regarding the 
high-profile data of mil-
lions of deaths, I do not 
agree with that because 
pollution can cause pre-
mature illness and other 
things. Pollution does af-
fect health, but to create 
such a panicky situation 
and say millions of peo-
ple are dying, I do not 
agree with that,” Vardhan 
told PTI.

A report by environ-
ment NGO Greenpeace 
recently stated that 
Delhi topped the list of 
most polluted cities in 
the world. The US-based 
Health Effects Institute 
report revealed that 
around 1.2 million peo-
ple were killed in India in 
2017 due to air pollution.

The Union minister 
highlighted the initia-
tives taken by the Centre 
and said aggressive cam-
paigns have been organ-
ised in the national capi-
tal to handle pollution.

“You must be already 
aware of our Nation-
al Clean Air Program 
(NCAP) which we start-
ed pro-actively and ag-
gressively to improve 
air quality in 102 cities, 
where we found that con-
sistently for five years, 
the PM 10 levels were be-
yond the desirable levels.

“You know about our 
graded response action 
plan and other activities 
like rules for dust miti-
gation and solid waste 
management. We have 
been handling it in the 
most aggressive manner,” 
he asserted.

Vardhan, who is also 
the Union Minister of 
Science and Technolo-
gy, said 60 teams of the 
Central Pollution Control 
Board (CPCB) were sent 
to the national capital 
to tackle the pollution 
mess. He said the results 

can be seen as compared 
to the scenario in 2016, 
2017 and 2018.

The minister also un-
derlined that the city gov-
ernment led by Arvind 
Kejriwal was helped by 
the Centre in every possi-
ble way to curb pollution 
woes.

“On two occasions, 
we took initiatives joint-
ly. Both the governments 
(the Centre and Delhi 
government) did histor-
ic 15-20 days extensive 
drives by visiting vari-
ous sites causing pollu-
tion in the national capi-
tal,” he said.

“We informed the 
chief minister and the 
Lieutenant Governor 
about it and last year, we 
made everything trans-
parent on the portal. We 
are helping the city gov-
ernment in all possible 
ways,” Vardhan said.

The BJP leader said 
mobile application SA-
FAR was launched for re-
al-time monitoring of air 
pollution in the city.

He, however, added 
that along with govern-
ments, the public should 
also be conscious and 
responsible towards en-
vironment.

“Ultimately, people 
have to change their 
habits and focus on en-
vironment-friendly ac-
tions. That is why, we 
launched Green Good 
Deeds movement in the 
country which has been 
recognised by the United 
Nations and talked about 
in BRICS. We are doing 
our best.

“Waste management 
rules were also modified 
in 2015-16 to make them 
more eco-friendly and 
useful for society,” Vard-
han said.

The incumbent 
Chandni Chowk MP, who 
is sure of a clean sweep 
in Delhi in the Lok 
Sabha polls, promised 
to take more steps for 
the environment if vot-
ed to power again.

“We have already 
initiated many activi-
ties. We have launched 
the best software in the 
world for environmental 
proposals and clearanc-
es--PARIVESH. Now the 
next step is to ensure that 
the states also have simi-
lar software. We have also 
reduced our clearance 
timing from 600 days to 
100 days,” he said.

“Our ministry got the 
highest award when PM 
Narendra Modi was con-
ferred with earth care 
award by the United Na-
tions. On every front, 
we are trying to do our 
best. Next year, we will 
do much better and fin-
ish what we started in 
various fields,” Vard-
han added.

Fate of 134 candidates to 
be decided in 12 LS seats 
of Rajasthan on Monday

Jaipur, May 5 (PTI): Two 
former Olympians, one for-
mer IAS and one former IPS 
officer, and two seers are 
among the 134 candidates 
whose fate will be decided 
by voters in Rajasthan’s 12 
Lok Sabha seats that will go 
to the polls on Monday. Of 
the 12 seats where polling 
will take place from 7 am to 
6 pm, Jaipur Rural, Bikaner, 
Dausa and Alwar are some 
of the keenly-watched con-
stituencies.

Former Olympians 
Rajyawardhan Rathore 
and Krishna Poonia have 
locked horns in the Jai-
pur Rural seat, where 
sitting MP Rathore is 
banking on the Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
factor. The BJP nominee 
has underlined national 
security as a key issue 
during campaigning, 
whereas Congress MLA 
Poonia has questioned 
the works done by Ra-
thore in the constituency 
in her campaign.

The seat, which for-
mer Army officer Rathore 
had won with a margin of 
3.32 lakh votes in 2014, is 
dominated by Jats. Thus, 
the caste equation is fa-
vourable for Poonia, who 
hails from the community. 
In Bikaner, Union minister 
and Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP) candidate Arjun 

Ram Meghwal is facing a 
tough fight from his cous-
in, Congress candidate 
Madangopal Meghwal. Ar-
jun Ram Meghwal is a for-
mer Indian Administrative 
Service (IAS) officer, while 
Madangopal Meghwal is a 
former Indian Police Ser-
vice (IPS) officer.

From Nagaur, found-
er of the Rashtriya Lok-
tantrik Party (RLP) Ha-
numan Beniwal is in the 
fray against Congress 
candidate and former MP 
Jyoti Mirdha. The RLP is 
an ally of the BJP. Beniwal 
was himself in the saf-
fron party earlier.

Mirdha, who comes 
from an influential fami-
ly of politicians, had won 
the seat in 2009 but in 
2014, he had lost to BJP’s 
C R Chaudhary, who went 
on to become a Union 
minister.

A Congress bastion, 
Nagaur was represented 
in the Lok Sabha by Jyo-
ti Mirdha’s grandfather 
and prominent Jat leader 
Nathuram Mirdha for six 
times since 1971.

Two seers -- Sumed-
hanand Saraswati and 
Baba Balaknath -- are 
contesting the polls from 
Sikar and Alwar respec-
tively. Both are from the 
BJP and Sumedhanand is 
the sitting MP from Sikar. 

Khadi demand 
surges due to 
elections, sales 
up 29 pc in 
FY 2018-19
MAHABIR SINGH
New Delhi, May 5 
(PTI): Reflecting a surge 
in the demand this poll 
season, the sale of khadi 
apparels has registered 
a record high of Rs 3,215 
crore, up 29 per cent in 
the financial year ended 
March, 2019 compared 
to the previous fiscal.

The chairman of 
Khadi and Village Indus-
tries Commission (KVIC), 
Vinay Kumar Saxena, told 
PTI that after 2013-14, 
the khadi business regis-
tered a four times growth 
in the last five years.

He said the sale grew 
to Rs 3,215 crore in the 
fiscal ended March 31, 
2019 from Rs 811 crore 
in financial year 2013-
14.

Saxena said, during 
summers, politicians and 
their supporters have to 
spend a lot of time un-
der the sun due to which 
they prefer to wear khadi 
which is suitable for hot 
weather.

He said the demand 
for khadi is growing 
across the country, espe-
cially in Delhi NCR, Uttar 
Pradesh and Bihar.

Out of the total sale 
in the previous financial 
year, 40 per cent was 
of raw cloth, while the 
rest 60 per cent was of 
ready-made apparels, 
Saxena said.

He added that there is 
a sustained demand for 
the khadi dresses made 
by village workers.

There are more than 
1,000 stores of KVIC in 
Uttar Pradesh, while Bi-
har has 8,060 of these 
shops, Saxena said.

The chairman said, 
the sales of khadi appar-
el grew by around 7 per 
cent from 2004 to 2014 
while in the past five 
years the sales increased 
by more than 10 per cent.
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~ SummitTIMES ~
Classifieds

Required for Summit Times
Two field reporters for Gangtok (East) and one 
for West District. Should be fluent in english. 
Have basic knowledge in journalism. Walk in in-
terview: 

Summit Times office 
Church Road, Gangtok  

03592-208698

Plot for Sale: 
Vacant plot measuring 0.38 Acres for 
sale at Amdo Golai, Deorali. Contact: 

09717191985/097474651223

Urgently Required: 
Urgent Recruitment for a waiter 

with atleast 3 years experience and 
one kitchen helper. Contact: Hotel 

Paramount, Dentam, West Sik-
kim- 9735909625 / 8348285444

INTERESTED TO BECOME 
A YOGA TEACHER?

CRITERIA – Academic qualification of minimum 
higher secondary pass

Complete yoga syllabus will be provided by SYVC 
Gangtok absolutely free of cost. After one year of ba-
sic training and service (karma yoga)/ volunteering 
in the Centre, the candidate would be sent for Yoga 
Teacher Training Course at Shivananda Yoga Ash-
ram. After TTC, the candidate would be appointed on 
part time basis at the Yoga Centre in Gangtok. College 
students can also apply. If required, food and accom-
modation would be provided.

Interested candidates may contact 
: Deepa Yoga Centre at 

Mob: +91 7432043719/ +91 8170953919.

LAND FOR SALE
A vacant plot measuring 0.38 Ha. 
(16552.80 sq – ft) is for sale at Amdo 
Golai (above the main road), Gangtok. 
For more information please contact – 
9717191985/9474651223.

OPPORTUNITY FOR GIRLS 
TO SERVE INDIAN ARMY

Indian Army offers an opportunity for Girls to join this most respected forces 
under women Military Police. Large numbers of vacancies have been released 
by the Army headquarters. Those who have appeared /passed class XII may 
apply online. Online Registration and submission of application is mandatory. 
The online Registration process has already opened since 25 April 19 and will 
remain so till             12 June 19. The online Registration through website: www.
joinindianarmy.nic.in Start your online Registration immediately. 

Now is the time that every eligible girl students must give 	a try instead of 
repenting later.  
Eligibility

(a)	 Age		  - Born between 01 Oct 1998 to 01st Apr 2002
(b)	 Height		  - 142 cms
(c)	 Weight		  - proportionately to height
For any further information& assistance, please visit our Sainik Board Office 

at Gangtok at any time for online registration.
Contact Numbers – 8170005757 / 8145837898 / 9593268469
You must have following documents ready during online submission of ap-

plication:-
(a)	 Class X mark sheet and Certificate (with 45% Aggregate marks)
(b)	 Date of Birth Certificate
(c)	 Aadhar Card
(d)	 Passport size photograph
(e)	 E-mail ID (your own email ID)
(f)	 Your mobile number (for OTP)				  

							     
							       Sd/

Col D N Bhutia
Secretary

Sikkim Himalayan thrashes Maximus 
Prime 5-1 at Hero India Jr League

Summit Report
Gangtok, 05 May:  

Sikkim Himalayan 
Sporting Club [SHSC] 

thrashed Maximus Prime 
Sports 05-01 at the Hero 
India Junior League for 
u-15 players in Kolkata. 
This was SHSC’s second 
match of the tournament.

Coach Pranay Sub-
ba informs that Rudra 
Chettri, Rishal Chettri, 
Purbanas Thatal, Anil 
Limboo and Om Hang 
Limboo scored a  goal 
each for  the Sikkim 
team. 

SHSC had played 
a 2-2 draw in its first 
match against Aizw-
al FC and now has 4 
points from two match-

es. Aizwal FC also has 4 
points from two games 
and plays its last match 
against Maximus Prime 

Sports while SHSC plays 
AU Rajasthan FC in its 
third and final group 
match on May 7. 

Only one team will 
progress into the next 
round and goal differ-
ence could come into 

play if SHSC and Aizw-
al FC find themselves 
evenly placed on the 
points tally.

BJP responsible for 
attack on me: Kejriwal

New Delhi, May 5 
(PTI): Delhi Chief Minis-
ter Arvind Kejriwal Sun-
day held the BJP respon-
sible for the attack on 
him during a roadshow 
and charged that the po-
lice is merely following 
the script given by the 
ruling party.

Kejriwal was slapped 
allegedly by a disgruntled 
AAP supporter during a 
roadshow in Moti Nagar 
on Saturday.

Noting that it was the 
ninth attack on him and 
the fifth since he became 
the chief minister, Ke-
jriwal said it was not an 
attack on him but on the 
mandate of the people 
of Delhi. No immediate 
response was received 
either from the BJP or 
the police. “They (BJP) 

do not want common 
man to enter politics so 
we are being targeted, he 
told reporters.

Kejriwal said Delhi 
Police’s response was 
carefully scripted. “It was 
done at the behest of the 
BJP, he charged.

He also dismissed the 
charge that the attacker 
was an AAP supporter as 
claimed by the police.

Delhi Police said Sat-
urday that preliminary 

interrogation has re-
vealed that 33-year-old 
Suresh, a scrap dealer in 
the area, was a support-
er of AAP and he used to 
work as organiser of its 
rallies and meetings.

An inquiry by a 
DCP-level officer has 
been ordered to find out 
how this person was al-
lowed to be in the recep-
tion/proximate group, 
Additional PRO, Delhi Po-
lice Anil Mittal had said.

Cancer patient fan appeals to Ajay 
Devgn to not promote tobacco products
Jaipur, May 5 (PTI): 
Nanakram, a 40-year 
old cancer patient from 
Rajasthan, has made a 
public appeal to Bolly-
wood actor Ajay Devgn 
to stop doing advertise-
ment of tobacco prod-
ucts in the interest of 
the society.

The patient’s family 
said that he was a fan 
of Devgn and used the 
same product which 
the actor advertises for 
but now he realises that 
tobacco has had an ad-
verse effect on his life.

Nearly 1000 pam-
phlets addressed to 

Devgn, in which Nana-
kram asks the actor 
about how much he 
or his family chew to-
bacco, have been cir-
culated and pasted on 
the walls in Sanganer, 
Jagatpura and nearby 
areas of the city.

“My father Nana-
kram Meena started 
chewing tobacco a few 
years ago and was us-
ing the same brand for 
which Devgn does the 
advertisement. My fa-
ther was impressed by 
Devgn but when he was 
diagnosed with cancer, 
he felt that such a big 

star should not adver-
tise for these kind of 
products,” Dinesh Mee-
na, the patient’s son, 
told PTI.

In the pamphlet, 
Nanakram said that ad-
vertisements of things 
like liquor, cigarette and 
tobacco were harmful 
and that actors should 
not promote these 
things.

A father of two chil-
dren, Nanakram, who 
used to run a tea-stall 
earlier, cannot speak 
and runs the family by 
selling milk at home in 
Sanganer town of Jaipur.

Clash of titans on cards in 
fifth phase polling in UP

Lucknow, May 5 (PTI): 
The fifth phase of poll-
ing in 14 Lok Sabha seats 
in Uttar Pradesh Monday 
will see a clash of titans 
including Union ministers 
Rajnath Singh and Smriti 
Irani, UPA chairperson So-
nia Gandhi and Congress 
president Rahul Gandhi.

The BJP had bagged 
12 of these seats in 
2014 with the Congress 
winning Sonia Gandhi’s 
Rae Bareli and Rahul 
Gandhi’s Amethi -- the 
only two constituencies 
where the Congress suc-
ceeded out of the 80 in 
the entire state.

Around 2.47 crore 
people are eligible to 
vote in Dhaurahra, Sita-
pur, Mohanlalganj (SC), 
Lucknow, Banda, Fate-
hpur, Kaushambi (SC), 
Barabanki (SC), Faizabad, 
Bahraich (SC), Kaiserganj 
and Gonda constituencies 
where 182 candidates are 
in the contest.

The Bahujan Samaj 
Party (BSP) is contesting 
on five seats - Dhaurahra, 
Sitapur, Mohanlalganj, 
Fatehpur and Kaisarganj.

Its ally Samajwadi 
Party (SP) is fighting for 
seven seats -Lucknow, 
Banda, Kaushambi, Bara-
banki, Faizabad, Bah-
raich and Gonda.

In Amethi and Rae 
Bareli, the SP-BSP alli-
ance has not put up any 
candidate, leaving the 
two constituencies for 
the Congress.

Union Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh is seeking 
re-election from Luc-
know, while his colleague 

at the Centre Smriti Irani 
is again taking on Rahul 
Gandhi in Amethi. In the 
Faizabad parliamenta-
ry constituency, under 
which the temple town of 
Ayodhya falls, sitting BJP 
MP Lallu Singh is taking 
on Nirmal Khatri of the 
Congress. Khatri is a for-
mer Uttar Pradesh Con-
gress Committee chief.

Former Union minis-
ter and Congress candi-
date Jitin Prasad is con-
testing from Dhaurahra 
against former Chambal 
brigand Malkhan Singh.

Malkhan Singh, 76, 
has been fielded by 
Pragatisheel Samajwa-
di Party-Lohia, floated 
by SP founder Mulayam 
Singh Yadav’s brother 
Shivpal Yadav.

On Friday, the final 
day of campaigning for 
the fifth phase, BJP chief 
Amit Shah along with 
a host of party leaders 
held a roadshow in Am-
ethi, seeking support for 
Smriti Irani.

On Friday, Bollywood 
actor Sonakshi Sinha, the 
daughter of SP candidate 
from Lucknow Poonam 
Sinha, took part in a road-
show in the state capital.

Poonam Sinha’s hus-
band, actor-turned-poli-
tician Shatrughan Sinha, 
who is the Congress 
candidate from Patna Sa-
hib, had joined her last 
month when she filed 
her nomination papers 
as the Samajwadi Party 
candidate.

Polling will be held in 
the state in the next two 
phases as well.

Cyclone Fani: Pre-emptive 
measures ensured zero loss of 

life at sea, says Coast Guard

New Delhi, May 5 (PTI): 
Pre-emptive measures 
undertaken by the Indian 
Coast Guard like alerting 
the fisherfolk and mer-
chant marine community 
resulted in zero loss of 
life at sea during Cyclone 
Fani, the maritime secu-
rity agency said Sunday.

In a statement, the 
Coast Guard said on 
April 24, when Fani was 
in its formative stages, it 
started working on risk 
assessment of the vul-
nerabilities on eastern 
coast. All the seven In-
dian Coast Guard (ICG) 
stations and six of its 
district headquarters on 
the east coast were put 
on alert.

“No loss of life has 
been reported at sea. ICG 
Disaster Response Teams 
are assisting the state ad-
ministration in the relief 
operations,” the Coast 
Guard said.

Around 14 ICG ships 
and four aircraft were 
tasked daily at sea to 
warn fishing and mer-
chant marine community 
since April 24, it said.

“ICG ships, aircraft 
and shore based remote 
operating stations re-
layed warning to fishing 
and merchant mariners 
on very high frequency 
(VHF) along the entire 
east coast,” the Coast 
Guard said.

Warnings were also 
broadcast in regional 
languages for the benefit 
of local fishing commu-
nity. Contingency meet-
ings were held with au-
thorities at Mandapam, 
Puducherry, Chennai, 
Vishakapatnam, Paradip, 
Bubhaneshwar, Haldia 
and Kolkata to chalk 
out mobilisation plans, 
it added. Special com-
munity interaction pro-
grammes were conduct-

ed at 13 fishing hamlets 
with participation of 
local community lead-
ers to ensure no fishing 
boat ventured at sea, the 
agency said. Maritime 
Rescue Coordination 
Centres (MRCC) at Chen-
nai and Mumbai were 
tasked to update the 
merchant mariners over 
Navigational Telex and 
International Safety Net.

Neighbouring MRCCs 
were also alerted to keep 
a lookout for stranded In-
dian vessels and provide 
assistance.

“As the cyclone made 
landfall in the forenoon 
of May 3, five capital 
ships of ICG braving the 
inclement weather and 
rough seas proceeded 
towards the Odisha coast 
for assisting the state ad-
ministration in response 
and relief operation and 
undertaking damage as-
sessment,” it said.

ICG ships were 
stocked up with food 
packets, potable water 
and relief material.

“A total of 34 Coast 
Guard Disaster Response 
Teams (DRT) were put 
to action along with life-
saving equipment, ba-
sic relief material, food 
packets and water. Emer-
gency Medical Teams 
were formed along with 
Critical Care Ambulance 
and Emergency Medi-
cines at Vishakapatnam, 
Gopalpur, Paradip, Bhu-
baneshwar, Haldia and 
Kolkata,” the maritime 
agency added.

The death toll in Cy-
clone Fani rose to 29 
Sunday, two days after 
the “extremely severe” 
storm barrelled through 
coastal Odisha, causing 
widespread destruction 
and leaving hundreds 
grappling with water 
shortage and power cuts.

DU 
celebrates 
97th 
Foundation 
Day
New Delhi, May 5 (PTI): 
The Delhi University has 
celebrated its 97th Foun-
dation Day which was 
marked by enthralling 
cultural events present-
ed by students.

Jammu and Kashmir 
High Court Chief Justice 
Gita Mittal, Additional 
Solicitor General Pinky 
Anand, senior advocates 
Aman Sinha and Ramji 
Srinivasan were among 
others who were pres-
ent on the occasion.

Speaking at the oc-
casion, Justice Mittal 
recalled the learnings 
from the varsity and 
asked the students to 
imbibe three attributes 
in life -- Integrity, Au-
thenticity and Determi-
nation.

Senior advocate 
Aman Sinha praised the 
university for providing 
students a holistic expo-
sure and making them 
resilient.

Sinha has appeared 
in several landmark cas-
es before the Supreme 
Court, including Ayo-
dhya land dispute, 
environment issues, 
river interlinking, and 
DU photocopying mat-
ter. DU Vice Chancel-
lor Professor Yogesh K 
Tyagi appreciated the 
outstanding contribu-
tions of the alumni in 
public life, who were 
also felicitated at the 
event. He mentioned 
that the DU has an ex-
traordinary legacy and 
a promise for a bright 
future.

Dalit man 
beaten up 
at wedding 
reception in 
Uttarakhand 
succumbs 
to injuries
New Tehri (Uttara-
khand), May 5 (PTI): 
A 23-year-old Dalit man 
succumbed to injuries 
Sunday, days after he 
was allegedly beat-
en up by some upper 
caste people for eating 
in front of them at a 
wedding reception in 
Uttarakhand’s Tehri dis-
trict, police said.

Jeetendra, a Dalit, 
was thrashed by the 
upper caste men who 
lost their temper as 
they found him eating 
in front of them “de-
spite being from a lower 
caste”, DSP Uttam Singh 
Jimwal said.

The incident took 
place on April 26 at a 
wedding reception in 
Shrikot village of the 
district, he said.

Jeetendra was criti-
cally injured and died at 
a hospital in Dehradun 
after nine days of treat-
ment, the DSP said.

On the basis of a 
police complaint filed 
by Jeetendra’s sister, 
a case was registered 
against seven persons 
-- Gajendra Singh, 
Soban Singh, Kushal 
Singh, Gabbar Singh, 
Gambhir Singh, Har-
bir Singh and Hukum 
Singh -- under the SC/
ST Act, the DSP said.

Further action 
will be taken after the 
post-mortem report ar-
rives, he said.



4 SummitTIMES | 06 May 2019

WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, 
criticise, run down, even appreciate 
if they like something in this paper. 
Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except 
when against people responsible in 
this newspaper (who are fair game), 
will have to be ignored. Letters 
which carry forward a conversation 
or initiate a dialogue will command 
immediate attention and receive 
prominence.  
Mail us at: news@summittimes.com

Need NGOs
Not just to solve problems, but 
also to acquire confident pride

There are many problems that only non-gov-
ernmental volunteers can solve. Discomforting 

situations, especially the ones that are social in na-
ture, require agencies from outside to find deliver-
ance. The State can at best play the role of a facili-
tator by putting in place the right laws and making 
available the required funds to aid the process. 

In contrast, when the government takes on 
the role of the NGOs, there is too much tokenism 
and too little engagement which does not help 
anyone. This is not for want of intent, but more 
a fallout of the lack of commitment caused by 
haphazard prioritisation. Government officials 
are after all in transferable jobs and have oth-
er considerations weighing on their minds like 
career progression to get too involved with the 
social cause they might at a given time be only 
ex-officio or otherwise involved in. Without com-
plete involvement and felt understanding, social 
problems cannot be solved and this commitment 
can only be guaranteed by committed volun-
teers of an NGO. Government functionaries will 
be satisfied with an elaborately staged “World 
Day” observance of their present responsibility 
or the odd workshop and seminar talking down 
to corralled audience, but that does nothing for 
the issue or problem at hand beyond feeding a 
press release. Real work involves getting the 
hands dirty and that is too much to expect from a 
individuals with temporary responsibility of the 
problem. The government is also handicapped 
by the red tape they wrap themselves in and the 
procedures and hierarchies they are habituated 
to. Work on the field demands instant decisions 
and improvisations which government officials 
are either not trained for or unwilling to risk. 

In Sikkim, unfortunately, the NGO culture 
is still nascent. There is something definitely 
wrong with the picture when governments and 
project developers float their own organizations 
to do “social work” which should ideally be un-
dertaken by well networked “local” NGOs. With-
out taking anything away from the efficacy of the 
present kind of NGOs, a fact which cannot be ig-
nored is that under the present structures, the 
NGOs become an extension of the bureaucratic 
system of chakari in which political masters [or 
funding company] gain primacy over the people 
among whom the organisations should be work-
ing. This subverts the whole role of a social en-
gagement from being one of linking aspirations 
and concerns from the grassroots up, to becom-
ing handling agents of dole trickling down from 
above. What this awkward arrangement also de-
livers is government-NGO relationship which is 
not one of mutual respect. Since most NGOs here 
are completely dependent on the State for funds 
and directions, their independence is restricted. 
It is time the NGO culture developed into a viable 
deliverer of services and information to the Sik-
kimese, especially those in the rural areas. 

Many changes are afoot at present and NGO 
involvement in cushioning their impact is an ur-
gent need. Absent of committed and informed so-
cial workers, a fatalistic streak is created among 
the people who start losing faith in their ability 
to solve problems on their own. If this notion is al-
lowed to take roots, very soon, a society mistakenly 
convinced of its incompetence will even stop trying 
very hard to improve its situation. A responsible net-
work of NGOs will go a long way in combating this de-
featist trait and help in reacquiring the confidence 
which slips away fast in a welfare state.

Leonardo da Vinci’s helicopter: 15th-century 
flight of fancy led to modern aeronautics

Curious Kids: Why is spider silk so easy to break 
when it’s supposedly stronger than steel?

Jonathan Ridley
theconversation/com

Humankind has always had a desire to fly. Flight 
may be normal for us now, thanks to the ef-

forts of numerous engineers and scientists, but in 
the 15th century it existed only in myths such as 
Daedalus and Icarus – which wasn’t that encourag-
ing, when you come to think of it.

One scientist and engineer at the time was fas-
cinated by nature and blessed with a 
problem-solving mind able to com-
bine the disciplines of art and science. 
He looked at flight from a different 
perspective and understood that it 
must be able to be described by math-
ematics. That, if understood correctly, 
could then be applied to make people 
fly. That scientist and engineer was 
Leonardo da Vinci.

Aside from his well-known excep-
tional breadth and depth of talent, 
Leonardo was notable in that he com-
bined his knowledge across a range of 
disciplines in science with his imagina-
tive problem-solving skills and applied 
it to design objects that were in some 
cases centuries ahead of his time.

These designs included sketches 
of designs such as a military tank, 
a parachute, underwater breath-
ing equipment and a robotic knight. 
Few of these were built – or realistically, could 
be built in his time – but they offer a fascinat-
ing insight into science and engineering. In many 
cases, these designs were inspired by his obser-
vations of the natural world.

Leonardo seemed to have a particular interest 
in flying, with some of his work focused on mea-
suring wind force and designing flying machines. 
Sadly the sum of knowledge of aerodynamics was 
rather limited until much later. Aristotle noted in 
the 4th century BC that heavier objects should fall 
much faster than light objects in a medium (al-
though there is some debate about his descrip-
tion of velocity) and perhaps developed the view 
that air can be considered to behave as a very 
light fluid. Philoponus in the 6th century noted, 
in his Theory of Impetus, that an object moving 
in a fluid must have some resistance or force 
from the fluid, which moved around the object. 
But there appears to be little consensus on any 
theory of flight, other than it may involve the flap-
ping of large wings attached to a person.

Leonardo drew detailed sketches around 1481 
for a water lifting device, using an Archimedes 
screw. Perhaps noting the effect of the screw in 
moving fluids, and knowing that air itself behaved 
as a light fluid, in 1489 he presented what we may 
recognise today as a machine designed to perform 
like a helicopter. Using the principle of an Archime-

des screw in a vertical orientation, he developed 
the “aerial screw”. This was a rotor in the shape 
of a helix, approximately four metres in diameter. 
He proposed that the screw should be made with 
a frame of reeds supporting a starch-sealed linen 
covering, supported with wires. In his notes, he ex-
plains that the machine would operate as if it were 
a screw that penetrates the air, and so would cause 
lift when it rotated.

Leonardo recorded a lot of his work in notes, 

put together into folios. The drawings in the folio 
for the aerial screw (known as Manuscript B, folio 
83v) appear to show four levers, to be pushed to 
create rotation of the screw around a vertical axis. 
These levers suggest that four people would be 
needed to produce the power required – but it’s 
impossible for four people to produce anywhere 
near enough power for flight in this manner.

It also neglected the problem of torque reaction 
– where once in flight the torque created by the 
people would act to rotate their platform as well as 
the screw itself. It is difficult to think that someone 
with as much understanding of the world around 
us as Leonardo missed this – perhaps he intended 
the people to be used to create energy to store in 
the device in a wound spring, possibly to see if the 
screw itself would fly without the weight of the hu-
man “engines”.
BIRD BRAIN?

As with other engineers at that time, Leonardo 
also studied the flight of birds. In 1505 he pub-
lished his Codex on the Flight of Birds, noting the 
shape of a bird’s wing in flight and connecting the 
idea of air pressure to flight and weight distribu-
tion. He considered air as a fluid resisting flight and 
presented the idea that birds fly by beating their 
wings and “condensing” the air under the wings.

Using this concept of beating wings to pres-
surise air, he developed a design for an “ornitho-

pter” – a flying machine that achieves flight by flap-
ping it’s wings. As with the aerial screw it would 
need to be human powered, and sadly we simply 
don’t have enough muscle power to be able to fly 
like a bird with our arms. 

Human-controlled flight itself would have to 
wait another 348 years, thanks to the work of Sir 
George Cayley. He also studied the flight of birds, 
conducted research to correctly determine aero-
dynamic forces and therefore remove the link be-

tween thrust and flapping wings, 
designing what we would rec-
ognise today as an aircraft. His 
glider successfully flew under 
controlled flight in 1853, with his 
work later acknowledged by the 
Wright brothers. In common with 
Leonardo, Cayley was a prolific 
inventor, and was responsible for 
tension-spoke wheels, self-right-
ing lifeboats, caterpillar tracks for 
vehicles, seat belts and more.
ART AND SCIENCE MEET

A modern aerodynamics engi-
neer approaching a similar prob-
lem to Leonardo’s aerial screw 
would have an impressive range 
of techniques, tools and theory 
at their disposal. The cumulative 
knowledge of aerodynamics re-
search across the past few centu-
ries – and the supporting math-

ematical techniques – of course give us far more 
information than that available to Leonardo.

Computational Fluid Dynamics software allows 
us to understand and investigate fluid flow and 
forces, while Finite Element Analysis methods al-
low us to optimise structures for minimum weight. 
This lets us minimise harmful drag while maximis-
ing useful lift, and create structures which are light 
and so require less power to move.

But our modern engineer and Leonardo do 
have a lot in common in the engineering pro-
cess. Both have complex problems to solve. There 
are unknown values, which must be determined 
through either physical experiment or mathemat-
ical modelling.

The final design must be described in a techni-
cal drawing, to make it simple to understand and 
manufacture. It must also, if a commercial product, 
have an aesthetic appeal. This presents a real chal-
lenge to a modern specialist engineer, who may not 
necessarily have the same superb artistic talents 
that Leonardo had.

It is here that art and science mix, to create an 
artefact that must perform, but look attractive to 
customers. Here perhaps, Leonardo had an advan-
tage over our modern specialist engineer.

[the writer is Head of Engineering 
Warsash School of Maritime Science and 

Engineering, Solent University]

Mark Lorch
theconversation.com

How is spider silk so easy to break 
when it’s stronger than steel? - 

George, aged ten, Hethersett, UK.
Thanks for the question, George – 

the simple answer is that spider silk 
breaks easily because it’s really, real-
ly, really thin. A thread in the web of a 
garden spider is just 0.003 millimetres 
across – that’s more than 20 times thin-
ner than a hair from your head.

But there are a few more matters 
we need to untangle, to see how strong 
spider silk is, compared with steel.

Steel is a material called an alloy, 
which means it is a mixture of metals. 
The main metal in steel is iron. Other 
metals are added to the iron, depend-
ing on what you want the steel to do.

For example, knives and forks 
are made from stainless steel that 
doesn’t rust. To make this you’d mix 
iron and chromium. 

But maybe you want a steel that 

is really strong so you could make 
buildings and cranes from it. Then, 
you would need to mix iron with a 
load of different metals including ti-
tanium and vanadium.

But there are even stronger steels. 
Your bike might be built with some-
thing called maraging steel and it’s 
made with iron, nickel, cobalt, molyb-
denum, titanium and aluminium.
SPIDERS’ DIFFERENT SILKS

Silk is a very different material 
from steel. It is actually protein – the 
same stuff that your hair and finger 
nails are made from.

We use steel for different jobs 
and spiders use silk for all sorts of 
things as well. And the just like our 
steel, spiders need different silks 
for the different jobs.

Let’s look at the common Europe-
an garden spider: this lovely creature 
spins the beautiful round webs, using 
two types of silk. 

The spokes of the web are made 
from dragline silk. This is strong 

and slightly stretchy, which means 
it’s good for making the main sup-
ports for the web.

The rest of the web is made from 
flag silk, which is less strong but very 
elastic, so it is really good at absorb-
ing the shock when a great big fly 
smashes into the web.

But the champion constructor of 
the spider world is the Darwin bark 
spider. It produces huge webs, about 
the size of a kitchen table.

These are sometimes hung from 
trees with silk threads that stretch 
right across rivers. To make sure 
these webs stay in place, the spider 
uses super strong threads of silk. 

Now, I’ve done some calculations, 
based on what scientists know about 
the strength of these different mate-
rials, to compare steels with spider 
silks and see just how strong they are.
THE WINNING WEB

Imagine we had a thread of each 
material, that was about one millime-
tre thick – that’s roughly the width 

of a pin head. Who could hang from 
them before they broke?

The weakest is the flag line silk: 
a ten-year-old girl could probably 
swing from a thread of this, but noth-
ing much heavier.

Next comes the high strength 
steel which would just about be OK if 
a chimpanzee hung from it.

The dragline silk would support a 
small adult – like Spiderman.

The Darwin bark spider silk is 
next, it would break if anything much 
bigger than a panda tried to climb it.

And finally, a gorilla would be fine 
dangling from a one millimetre-thick 
thread of maraging steel.

Which means that some the stron-
gest steel is actually tougher than 
the champion spider silks. That is a 
shame, but all is not lost for the spi-
ders: remember, some of their silks 
are still stronger than some steels. 

[the writer is Professor of 
Science Communication and 

Chemistry, University of Hull]
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Aunt versus nephew in 
Matua-dominated Bangaon

Sudipto Chowdhury
Thakurnagar (WB), May 
5 (PTI): That a family 
feud can turn into a sub-
ject of rivalry between 
two political parties can 
be witnessed if someone 
visits Thakurnagar town 
in West Bengal.

Located close to the 
India-Bangladesh border, 
the town, about 63 km 
from Kolkata, in North 
24 Parganas district 
falls under the Bangaon 
Lok Sabha seat, which 
is among the six con-
stituencies in the state 
that is dominated by the 
Matua community.

It is for quite some 
time that the Matuas, 
a Schedule Caste com-
munity founded by Har-
ichand-Guruchand Thak-
ur, have been divided 
into two sections.

One section of the 
family supports sitting 
Trinamool Congress MP 
Mamata Bala Thakur, the 
widow of Kapil Krishna 
Thakur who is the son of 
Matua matriarch Binapa-
ni Devi, popularly knwon 
as Boroma.

The other section 
stands besides Manjul 
Krishna Thakur, the sec-
ond son of Boroma and 
the father of Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) candi-
date Shantanu Thakur.

The rift between 
them has widened after 
the death of Binapani 
Devi in March, says Ba-
run Biswas, a resident of 

Chikanpara panchayat.
“The rift was there, 

but it started deteriorat-
ing slowly and slowly,” 
Biswas says. “We never 
wanted that to happen. 
This is affecting the Mat-
uas and the political par-
ties are gaining on it.”

Describing his aunt 
as “nobody”, Shantanu 
Thakur claims the TMC 
parliamentarian do not 
belong to the family.

“I do not know her 
and cannot recognise 
her. She is from Maha-
rashtra not from Bengal,” 
he says. “She is nobody of 
the Thakur bari (Thakur 
family). She is here ille-
gally, forcefully and is en-
joying every benefits.”

Calling her a “outsid-
er”, Shantanu Thakur, an 
alumni of an Australia 
educational institution, 
said Mamata Bala Thak-
ur should not be deciding 
the fate of the Matuas.

Mamata Bala Thakur 
had won the Lok Sabha 
by-election in 2015 after 
her husband, who won 
the seat in the 2014 gen-
eral election on a TMC 
ticket, passed away. She 
had defeated Manjul 
Krishna Thakur’s elder 
son, Subrata, who had 
fought on a BJP ticket, by 
a huge margin.

However, Matuas liv-
ing in the area can sense 
a change in the air. That 
was quite prominent in 
the area starting from 
Thakurnagar railway 

station, where BJP flags 
can be seen fluttering 
everywhere. Most of the 
walls were taken over 
and painted in saffron in 
support of its candidate. 
The TMC’s presence was 
seen far less.

Mamata Bala Thakur 
counters this by saying 
her development works 
for the community and 
Thakurnagar speaks for 
themselves.

“I do not need to go 
on painting the walls to 
show my presence. I am 
there in the minds of the 
people... in the minds of 
the Matuas,” she says. 
“Where was the BJP in 
the last five years?” the 
MP asks, asserting that 
the saffron party would 
not be able to weaken the 
TMC here.

“They (BJP) are liv-
ing in a fool’s paradise. 
People want develop-
ment, not big promises,” 
she says.

Shantanu Thakur al-
leged that the ruling TMC 
had done very little for 
the development for the 
Matuas. The BJP lead-
er promised he would 
ensure that community 
gets proper recognition 
as the citizens of India, in 
an apparent reference to 
the controversial Citizen-
ship (Amendment) Bill.

Describing it as a 
“lie”, Mamata Bala Thak-
ur, however, says the 
community would be 
“cheated” if they fall 

prey it. “When the BJP 
is saying that it will in-
troduce the NRC in West 
Bengal, then it is surely 
a fake promise to cheat 
the voters,” she says.

Dilip Bagchi, a local 
shopkeeper, says the rift 
in the family widened af-
ter Boroma passed away 
and the visit of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
in February.

Mita Mondal, a gen-
eral practitioner, accus-
es the TMC of discon-
necting electricity, stop-
ping water supply for 
almost two days when 
Modi had come here to 
meet Boroma.

“We had to suffer a lot 
in those two days. People 
have not liked this,” Mon-
dal says. “After all, he is 
the PM of our country 
and you cannot do this,” 
the resident of Thakur-
nagar Main Road says.

Reiterating their 
words, Manjul Krishna 
Thakur accused TMC 
North 24-Parganas pres-
ident Jyotipriya Mallick 
of driving a wedge in 
the family and at the 
cost of the development 
for the Matuas.

“Jyotipriya is enjoying 
the money of the Matua 
Trust... He is not a politi-
cian, but a goon under the 
the TMC party banner,” 
Manjul Krishna Thakur, 
who was the minister of 
state for refugee, relief 
and rehabilitation, and 
had resigned and joined 

the BJP in 2015.
Mallick refuted the 

allegations and ac-
cused the BJP of trying 
to exploit the ‘namasu-
dras’ here.

“BJP is trying to gain 
ground in West Bengal 
to compensate for their 
possible losses in oth-
er states,” the minister 
said. “Thakurnagar is a 
challenge for us but we 
are not tensed,” he says, 
adding that the party was 
thinking about its victory 
margin in Bangaon.

The CPI(M), mean-
while, has nominated 
former MP Alokesh Das, 
while the Congress has 
named Sourav Prasad 
from the seat.

Das claimed that the 
voters in the area were 
fed-up with the TMC 
and were looking for a 
change. “They (voters) 
want change and they 
will vote for that... We 
will have people’s man-
date for that,” the CPI(M) 
candidate added.

With a total of 
16,99,763 voters, the 
Bangaon (SC) constit-
uency located in North 
24 Parganas and Nadia 
district, has a total of sev-
en assembly segments - 
Kalyani, Haringhata, Bag-
da, Bangaon Uttar, Ban-
gaon Dakshin, Gaighata 
and Swarupnagar.

Bangaon goes to 
polls in the fifth phase 
of the Lok Sabha elec-
tion on Monday.

Cyclone Fani: Telecom firms operationalise over 
900 base stations in Odisha; restoration work on

New Delhi, May 5 (PTI): Telecom 
infrastructure restoration work 
is on in full swing in cyclone-hit 
Odisha, where mobile operators 
Bharti Airtel, Vodafone Idea and 
Reliance Jio have operationalised 
over 930 base transceiver stations 
(BTSs), official sources said.

State-owned Bharat Sanchar 
Nigam Ltd’s (BSNL) exchange at 
Puri has been made operational 
and mobile service BTS at the ex-
change building too is now work-
ing, they added.

Restoration work is underway 
in Odisha, which was battered by 

cyclonic storm ‘Fani’ on Friday 
morning. Sources said that 932 
BTSs (base stations for mobile 
communication) have been made 
operational by Airtel, Vodafone 
and Reliance Jio.

In neighbouring West Bengal, 
206 BTSs are pending restoration, 
they added. The Telecom Depart-
ment has been closely monitoring 
the situation and holding review 
meetings with operators to over-
see restoration work.

On Friday, when the storm 
pounded costal parts of Odisha, the 
facility for free SMS was activated, 

and free interconnect between 
Airtel, Vodafone Idea, Reliance Jio 
and Bharat Sanchar Nigam Ltd 
(BSNL) was facilitated to ensure 
calls can be made on whichever 
network is available. Among other 
measures, helpline number 1938 
was also activated. Cyclonic storm 
‘Fani’ slammed into the Odisha 
coast on Friday morning, packing 
heavy rain and winds with speeds 
of up to 175 kmph.

Telecom networks in some 
parts of Odisha, including Puri and 
Bhubaneswar, had suffered exten-
sive network damage.

Over 65L J’khand voters to seal 
fate of 61 nominees on May 6

Ranchi, May 5 (PTI): 
Union Minister Jayant 
Sinha, former chief min-
ister Arjun Munda and 
ex-MLA Kalicharan Mun-
da are among the 61 
candidates whose fate 
will be sealed in the sec-
ond phase of elections in 
Jharkhand.

Polling will be held 
between 7 am and 4 pm 
Monday amid tight se-
curity in four Lok Sabha 
constituencies -Hazarib-
agh, Koderma, Ranchi 
and Khunti (ST) - where 
over 65 lakh electorate 
is set to exercise their 
franchise in 8,834 poll-
ing stations, an election 
official said.

While Union Minister 
of State for Civil Aviation 
Jayant Sinha is seeking 
a re-election from Haz-
aribag, BJP candidate 
Arjun Munda is taking on 
Kalicharan Munda of the 
Congress in Khunti con-
stituency.

Uttar Pradesh Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath 
and Union Civil Aviation 
Minister Suresh Prabhu 
were among those who 
campaigned for Sinha in 

Hazaribag. Sinha is pitted 
against Congress leader 
and ‘Mahagathbandhan’ 
candidate Gopal Sahu.

Among others const-
esting Monday’s election 
from the seat is CPI’s 
state unit secretary and 
former MP B P Mehta.

In Khunti, apart from 
Kalicharan Munda of the 
Congress and Arjun Mun-
da of the BJP, 11 candi-
dates are contesting the 
polls, including Indumati 
Mundu of the BSP.

Congress president 
Rahul Gandhi had visited 
the constituency on May 
2 to seek votes in favour 
of his party nominee 
from the seat.

Barring Sinha from 
Hazaribag, the BJP has 
replaced all its sitting 
MPs in the second phase 
of polls.

The saffron party has 
fielded Sanjay Seth from 
Ranchi and Annapur-
na Devi from Koderma, 
replacing five-time MP 
Ramtahal Chaudhary 
and outgoing parliamen-
tarian Ravindra Rai re-
spectively. Chaudhary is 
contesting the polls as an 

independent after being 
denied ticket by the BJP.

Annapurna Devi, 
who quit the RJD and 
joined the saffron party 
on March 25, is pitted 
against Jharkhand Vikas 
Morcha (Prajatantrik) 
president Babulal Ma-
randi and CPI-ML (Lib-
eration) legislator Raj 
Kumar Yadav.

Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi had can-
vassed for Annapurna 
Devi in Koderma on April 
29. Seth, on the other 
hand, is taking on former 
union minister and Con-
gress candidate Subodh 
Kant Sahay in Ranchi 
parliamentary constit-
uency. Of the 65,87,028 
electorate, 31,44,679 are 
female and 83 belong to 
the third gender, the elec-
tion official said.

At least 918 out of 
8,834 polling stations 
will have webcasting fa-
cilities, he said.

The Election Com-
mission has appointed 
39,909 polling personnel 
and 1,191 micro observ-
ers for Monday’s elec-
tion, the official added.

7 LS seats in West Bengal to 
go to polls in fifth phase

Kolkata, May 5 (PTI): 
Seven Lok Sabha constit-
uencies spread across 
three districts in West 
Bengal will go to polls 
in the fifth phase of elec-
tions on Monday.

The ruling Trinamool 
Congress, the BJP, the 
Congress and Left Front 
constituent CPI(M) are 
the main contenders in 
the seven seats where 
the fate of 83 candi-
dates will be decided 
by a 1,16,91,889-strong 
electorate. To ensure 
free and fair polling in 
Bongaon (SC), Barrack-
pur, Howrah, Uluberia, 
Serampore, Hooghly and 
Arambagh (SC) seats, 
the Election Commission 
will deploy a total of 578 
companies of central 
forces, which will cover 
almost 100 per cent poll-
ing booths, officials said.

The campaign for 
these constituencies 
have seen poll meetings 
by Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi, BJP chief 
Amit Shah and West 
Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee.

Banerjee also par-
ticipated in a number 
of roadshows, including 
one in the last day.

The TMC has fielded 
Mamata Thakur against 
BJP nomiee Shantanu 

Thakur inviting a split in 
the Matua community in 
the Bangaon (SC) seat. 
The CPI(M) has nomi-
nated Alakesh Das, while 
the Congress has fielded 
Sourav Prosad.

Shantanu Thakur 
was injured in an acci-
dent Saturday.

Matua votes were 
considered a major fac-
tor in the Trinamool Con-
gress’ win in the 2011 
and 2016 Assembly polls.

With an estimated 
population of 30 lakh in 
the state, Matuas can in-
fluence results in at least 
five Lok Sabha seats in 
North and South 24 Par-
ganas districts.

In Barrackpore, the 
TMC has fielded Dinesh 
Trivedi against BJP’s Ar-
jun Singh who defected 
from the TMC ahead of 
the polls. The Congress 
has nominated Md Alam 
and the CPI(M)’s candi-
date is Gargi Chatterjee.

The Howrah Lok 
Sabha seat will see foot-
baller-turned- polictician 
Prasun Banerjee of the 
TMC locking horns with 
BJP’s Rantidev Sengupta. 
The Congress has nom-
inated Suvra Ghosh and 
the CPI(M) has nominat-
ed Sumitro Adhikary.

In Uluberia, TMC’s 
Sajda Ahmed will contest 

against Joy Banerjee of 
the BJP. The Congress has 
fielded Shoma Ranisree 
Roy and Maksuda Kha-
tun has been nominated 
by the CPI (M).

Kalyan Banerjee is 
the TMC candidate from 
Sreerampur against BJP’s 
Debjit Sarkar. The Con-
gress has nominated De-
babrata Biswas and the 
CPI(M) named Tirthan-
kar Ray for the seat.

In Hooghly the seat, 
Dr Ratna De Nag of the 
TMC will contest against 
BJP’s celebrity candidate 
Locket Chatterjee.

The CPI(M) has nom-
inated Pradip Saha and 
the Congress has fielded 
Pratul Chandra Saha for 
the seat. In the Arambagh 
(SC) seat, TMC’s Aparu-
pa Poddar will contest 
against Tapan Kumar Ray 
of the BJP. The CPI(M) 
has fielded Sakti Mohan 
Malik and the Congress 
has nominated Jyoti Ku-
mari Das.

Besides general elec-
tion observers and ex-
penditure observers, 
the poll panel has for 
the first time deployed a 
special police observer 
and a special observer. In 
another first, VVPATs will 
be used in all the polling 
booths along with the 
EVMs, EC sources said.

Mamata urges people not to leave TMC for a few greedy leaders
Goaltore/Belpahari/Dan-
tan (WB) May 5 (PTI): Ad-
mitting that a few local leaders 
of the party may be “greedy”, 
Trinamool Congress supremo 
Mamata Banerjee Sunday urged 
people not to turn their anger 
against them into voting against 
the TMC, claiming that its cen-
tral leadership is above such vic-
es. The West Bengal chief min-
ister said her government has 
showered the impoverished Jan-
galmahal area, which had once 
become a den of Maoists, with 
many benefits and schemes to 
lift their standard of life.

The Jangalmahal area com-
prises forested areas of West Mid-
napore, Purulia and Bankura dis-
tricts. “I cannot say 100 per cent 
workers of my party are good, may 

be two per cent are bad and we 
take action against them,” Baner-
jee said addressing public rallies in 
three places of Jangalmahal region.

She said a few local leaders in 
the region have become greedy 
but they have been identified 
and thrown out. Banerjee urged 
people not to leave the TMC and 
go to the BJP, the Congress or the 
CPI(M) for the fault of a few.

“Whatever happens, it is the 
TMC which will remain at your 
feet and be with you in all your 
needs and problems,” Banerjee 
said, in a bid to pacify anger 
among some sections of the peo-
ple over the phenomenal rise of 
wealth of a few local TMC lead-
ers. Banerjee said her nephew 
Abhishek Banerjee, who is the 
TMC youth wing president, is in 

the party because of his concern 
for her. “Abhishek was a child 
when I was badly injured in an 
attack many years ago. Pained 
by my sufferings, he would 
roam about the house shouting 
slogans against the then chief 
minister Jyoti Basu seeking an 
answer on why I was attacked,” 
the TMC supremo said.

Defending Abhishek’s rise in 
the party, she said the new gen-
eration should come forward 
and join politics to give a cleaner 
political environment.

She said the TMC has ush-
ered in a better life for the im-
poverished people of Jangalma-
hal, many of whom could not 
afford one square meal a day 
and would eat ants to quell their 
hunger. Banerjee said her gov-

ernment is running many wel-
fare schemes - from rice for Rs 
two per kg to ‘Kanyashree’ for 
girl students and ‘Utkarsha Ban-
gla’ for skill development for the 
benefit of the people.

The chief minister said her 
government has succeeded in 
driving out the Maoists from Jan-
galmahal and established peace 
in the region. Claiming that Nar-
endra Modi is the biggest “calam-
ity for the country”, she said the 
country will be saved if he goes.

“The BJP can get a maximum 
150 to 160 seats out of 543 in 
the Lok Sabha,” the TMC supremo 
predicted, while asserting that in 
Bengal, the saffron party will not 
be able to open its account and all 
the 42 Lok Sabha seats in the state 
will go to her party. 

ONGC gets 
green nod 
for Rs 240cr 
project in 
Assam
New Delhi, May 5 (PTI): 
State-owned Oil and Nat-
ural Gas Corp (ONGC) 
has received the green 
nod to drill six develop-
ment wells in Assam at an 
estimated cost of Rs 240 
crore. The Union Environ-
ment Ministry has given 
the environment clear-
ance for six development 
wells in five mining lease 
blocks in Jorhat and Gol-
ghat districts, according to 
an official document.

The company had 
sought permission for drill-
ing 12 development wells 
but it received clearance 
for six wells at present. The 
clearance, which is subject 
to compliance of certain 
conditions, has been given 
after taking into consider-
ation the recommendation 
of a green panel.

The total mining lease 
area of Jorhat and Golaghat 
districts is 32.116 sq km 
and 120.5 sq km, respec-
tively. The total project cost 
is pegged at Rs 240 crore. 
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Under-strength Barca beaten by Celta
Madrid, May 5 (AFP): Barcelona 
rested all 11 players that started 
against Liverpool in the Champi-
ons League but paid the price on 
Saturday as they were beaten 2-0 
by struggling Celta Vigo in La Liga.

Lionel Messi, Luis Suarez and 
Philippe Coutinho were all among 
those left out ahead of the return 
at Anfield on Tuesday but Barca 
were not unscathed, after Ous-
mane Dembele hobbled off early in 
the first half.

The club later confirmed Dem-
bele sustained a hamstring injury 
and will undergo tests on Sunday 
but it seems unlikely the French-
man will be fit to face Liverpool in 
the semi-final second leg.

Dembele missed almost four 
months with a hamstring strain 
last season and suffered from 
problems in the same area in Jan-
uary and March, sitting out for an-
other month each time.

“We think it’s a muscle tear,” 
said Barcelona coach Ernesto 
Valverde. “It is not from fatigue - he 
didn’t play much against Liverpool 
- and it is not the same leg as last 
time. It’s just one of those things.”

Defeat will hardly trouble Bar-
celona, who wrapped up their 26th 
La Liga title last weekend, but vic-
tory comes as a major boost for 
Celta, who move five points clear of 
the bottom three with two games 

left to play. Maxi Gomez’s smart 
finish gave them the lead before 
Iago Aspas made it two with a late 
penalty. Real Valladolid and Girona, 
both just beneath them, may feel 
disappointed by Ernesto Valverde’s 
team selection, particularly given 
his side took six and four points off 
them respectively this season.

The result also means Rayo 
Vallecano are virtually relegated 

after they were thrashed 4-1 by 
Levante earlier on Saturday. Rayo 
needed Celta, the only team they 
could catch, to lose all three of 
their remaining matches, although 
a highly unlikely four-way tie in-
volving Huesca and Real Valladolid 
could, theoretically, still save them.

Barcelona will now quickly 
turn their attention back to Liver-
pool, who at the same time on Sat-

urday were playing Newcastle in 
the Premier League, making only 
four changes to their own line-up 
from the side that lost 3-0 at Camp 
Nou on Wednesday.

Liverpool won 3-2 but Mo-
hamed Salah was stretchered off in 
the second half.
- IMPRESSIVE PUIG -

Barca’s changes created the 
strange spectacle of Celta giving 

a guard of honour to youngsters 
like Jean-Clair Todibo, Carles Ale-
na, Moussa Wague and Riqui Puig 
before kick-off. Dembele lasted 
only six minutes and was replaced 
by Alex Collado, the 20-year-old 
midfielder thrown on for his first-
team debut. Celta came on strong 
in the second half and thought they 
had taken the lead when Gustavo 
Cabral’s header was palmed out by 

Jasper Cillessen to Nesto Araujo, 
who finished. Araujo was shown by 
VAR to have been a fraction offside.

But they did not have long to 
wait. In the 67th minute, with To-
dibo off injured, Barca were brief-
ly down to 10 and Maxi capital-
ised, brilliantly volleying in Ryad 
Boudebouz’s cross in at the near 
post. There was still time for one 
more in the 88th minute as VAR 
spotted a handball by Wague in the 
area and Aspas converted to con-
firm a crucial win.

Atletico Madrid had earlier 
missed the chance to ensure they 
finish above Real Madrid for a sec-
ond consecutive year after they 
slipped to a surprise 3-0 defeat 
by Espanyol. Atletico needed only 
a point to guarantee second place 
in La Liga, with two games left to 
play, but Espanyol were deserv-
ing winners at the RCDE Stadium 
thanks to Diego Godin’s own-goal 
and two strikes from Borja Igle-
sias, the second a penalty.

“The first goal changed the 
game, the second one made us 
worse,” said Atleti coach Diego 
Simeone. Real Madrid face Villar-
real on Sunday but a third-place 
finish seems inevitable.

To overtake their city rivals, 
Real will need to win all three of 
their remaining games and hope 
Atletico lose both of their last two.

Politics-shy Tiger Woods to be honored by Trump at White House
Washignton, May 5 (AFP): During 
his illustrious career, Tiger Woods has 
treated politics as he would a menacing 
sandtrap -- avoiding it if at all possible.

He has hit the links in bipartisan 
fashion, teeing off with Democrats 
Bill Clinton and Barack Obama and 
Republicans George H.W. Bush and 
Donald Trump. A black superstar in a 
white-dominated sport, Woods has also 
generally avoided commenting about 
race relations in the United States.

But on Monday, Woods will find him-
self on the biggest political stage there 
is -- the White House. And he will be the 
guest of honor of a president seen by 
many Americans as racially polarizing.

Trump, an avid golfer and the own-
er of several golf courses, is to present 
the 43-year-old Woods with the Presi-
dential Medal of Freedom, the nation’s 
highest civilian honor.

Though the outspoken Republican 
has been engaged in a bitter feud with 
black NBA stars and American foot-
ball players, he has never expressed 
anything but unbridled admiration for 
Woods. He spoke to Woods, whose father 
was black and whose mother is of Thai 
origin, following his epic Masters victory 
last month and extended his congratula-
tions. Trump tweeted that he was hon-
oring Woods “because of his incredible 
Success & Comeback in Sports (Golf) and 
more importantly, LIFE.”

Once upon a time, White House 
visits by title-winning sports teams 
were routine, but several franchises 
-- including the NBA champion Golden 
State Warriors -- have opted out under 

Trump to protest his policies. Woods is 
not expected to make any such waves.
- ‘UNFAIR’ -

Rather than endorsing politicians 
or decrying racial injustice, Woods has 
always just let his golf game do the 
talking. “People wanted to imagine that 
Tiger was a social activist, a fighter for 
racial justice,” said Orin Starn, a profes-
sor of history and cultural anthropolo-
gy at Duke University.

“In fact, he’s never wanted to be an 
activist,” said Starn, author of “The Pas-
sion of Tiger Woods: An Anthropologist 
Reports on Golf, Race, and Celebrity 
Scandal.” “He’s been pretty apolitical 
throughout his career.” Like NBA legend 
Michael Jordan, a fellow Nike endorser 
who famously shied away from any po-
litical statements, Woods also has com-

mercial interests to protect. “Whenever 
he says something about race or America 
he tends to get all kinds of criticism from 
all kinds of people,” Starn said of Woods.

“I think he also thinks it’s not very 
good for his brand to be identified as a 
supporter of this person or a supporter 
of that person,” he said.

Starn also said he believed it was 
“unfair” to expect that Woods is obliged 
to use his global celebrity as a platform 
for social activism. “He’s dedicated his 
whole life to the craft of golf,” Starn 
said. “He gives millions of people great 
pleasure with his brilliance on the golf 
course. “He’s done racial pioneering 
work by virtue of his excellence on the 
golf course,” he said. “I don’t think that 
he owes us anything more than that.” - 
‘Respect’ -  Woods has played golf with 

Trump on several occasions -- both 
before and after he took office -- most 
recently in February at the president’s 
course in Jupiter, Florida.

Asked last year about his relation-
ship with Trump, Woods said: “I’ve 
known Donald for a number of years. 
We’ve played golf together. We’ve had 
dinner together.” He said the import-
ant thing was to respect the office of 
the presidency, regardless of who hap-
pened to be occupying the White House.

“No matter who is in the office, you 
may like, dislike, personality or the pol-
itics, but we all must respect the office,” 
Woods said. Starn said this respect prob-
ably stems in part from the military back-
ground of Woods’ father, Earl, who was a 
career US Army soldier. “He’s coming out 
of a military family,” he said. “Tiger has 
this kind of patriotic streak.”

Perhaps the closest Woods has ever 
come to a political gesture was a tribute 
to veterans he delivered at a 2009 inau-
guration celebration for Obama, Amer-
ica’s first African-American president.

Established by John F. Kennedy in 
1963, the Presidential Medal of Free-
dom is bestowed upon those who have 
made an “especially meritorious” con-
tribution to US security or national in-
terests, world peace, cultural pursuits 
or other non-specified endeavors.

It has been awarded to nearly three 
dozen sports figures including golf leg-
ends Jack Nicklaus and Arnold Palmer, 
honored by president George W. Bush.

Obama gave the medal in 2014 to 
Charlie Sifford, the first African Ameri-
can golfer to play on the PGA Tour.

Klopp to ‘wait and see’ 
on Salah head Firmino to 
injury, miss Barca clash

After the second half we have had, it 
doesn’t feel like a bad season: Kohli

‘Miracle’ as passengers 
safe after plane skids 

into Florida river
Bengaluru, May 5 (PTI): 
Perennial underachievers 
Royal Challengers Banga-
lore endured another dis-
appointing IPL campaign 
but their performance in 
the second half of the sea-
son has given them some-
thing to be proud of, skip-
per Virat Kohli has said.

After losing their first 
six games, RCB won five 
out of their eight games 
with one not producing 
a result to end with 11 
points. “If we focus on the 
second half, it is exactly 
what we wanted in the 
first half. After losing your 
first six matches, it is very 
difficult to come back in a 
tournament like IPL. We 
have a lot to learn from 
this season,” said Kohli at 
the post-match presenta-
tion after RCB beat Sun-
risers Hyderabad by four 
wickets here on Saturday. 
“The first couple of things 

matters a lot in setting the 
intensity. We are happy 
with the way guys have 
turned things around and 
the kind of cricket that we 
have played in the second 
half. A lot of credit goes to 
the team management for 
getting us back in the right 
frame of mind.”

RCB, who have never 
won the IPL, failed to make 
the play-offs for the third 
year in a row but Kohli said 
he was proud of his team 
for putting up a much im-
proved performance in the 
second half of the season.

“We haven’t finished 
in the position that we 
wanted to. But because 
the second half has 
been so good it doesn’t 
feel like a bad season. 
We won last 5 off our 7 
matches and with one 
no-result, it is something 
that we can be proud of. 
It is such a short format 
that often 5 or 7 minutes 
decide the outcome,” he 
said. Taking about the 
game against Sunrisers, 
Kohli praised the efforts 
of Shimron Hetmyer and 
Gurkeerat Singh Mann, 

who both smashed blis-
tering half-centuries.

“We know Hetmyer can 
play like that. We would like 
Hetty to play like he did to-
day next year. And Gurkeer-
at played a really mature 
innings. He has a keen eye 
for the game.”

Kohli also thanked the 
RCB fans for their unwaver-
ing support. “I just want to 
tell all the people in the sta-
dium that it has been such 
a long time playing in this 
stadium and every year we 
come, the support is bet-
ter. Hats-off to you guys for 
turning up in numbers.

“We are so thankful and 
so grateful to have fans like 
you all. I can certainly feel 
your pain. I am emotionally 
attached to this team like 
all of you. And next year 
we will definitely improve 
our performance and give 
you guys what you de-
serve in return.  

Newcastle (United 
Kingdom), May 5 (AFP): 
Liverpool’s Mohamed 
Salah was stretchered off 
with a head knock during 
the 3-2 win at Newcastle 
on Saturday leaving man-
ager Jurgen Klopp sweat-
ing on the Egyptian’s fit-
ness ahead of Tuesday’s 
Champions League clash 
with Barcelona. And Klopp 
will definitely be without 
another of his prolific at-
tacking trident with Rober-
to Firmino ruled out due 
to a groin injury. Liverpool 
face a monumental task 
to overturn a 3-0 first leg 
deficit against Barca if they 
are to reach the Champions 
League final for the second 
consecutive season.

Salah was caught by 
Newcastle goalkeeper 
Martin Dubravka as they 
challenged for an aeri-
al ball 20 minutes from 
time at St. James’ Park. 

“We’ll have to see. He 
took a blow to the head. 
He watched the game in 
the locker room, he was 
OK, but we have to do 
more tests,” Klopp told 
Sky Sports. Firmino was 
not involved on Saturday 
and Klopp confirmed he 
will miss Barca’s visit.

“He will not be ready 
for Tuesday and the rest 
we will see,” said the 
German on the possi-
bility Firmino could be 
fit for Liverpool’s final 
league game of the sea-
son against Wolves on 
May 12. Salah had earlier 
scored his 26th goal of 
the season to put Liver-
pool 2-1 in front, before 
Salomon Rondon levelled 
early in the second-half 
to make it 2-2. Divock 
Origi then headed Liver-
pool’s late winner as the 
Reds went back to the top 
of the Premier League.

Miami, May 4 (AFP): 
Dozens of shocked pas-
sengers were evacuated 
to safety from the wings 
of a stricken Boeing 737 
on Saturday in Florida af-
ter the jet made a rough 
landing in a lightning 
storm and skidded off 
the runway into a river.

The plane carrying 
143 people including 
crew from Guantanamo 
Bay in Cuba slammed 
into shallow water next 
to a naval air station in 
Jacksonville after a hard 
landing that saw the 
plane bounce and swerve 
down the runway, pas-
sengers said.

No fatalities or criti-
cal injuries were report-
ed. “As we went down... 
the plane bounced and 
screeched and bounced 
more and lifted to the 
right and then it lifted 
to the left,” Cheryl Bor-
mann, a defense attorney 
who was on board the 
flight, told CNN.

“And then it sort of 
swerved and then it came 
to a complete crash stop.”

Some oxygen masks 
deployed and overhead 
lockers flew open during 
the landing, she added.

Twenty-one adults 
were taken to local hos-
pitals, but none were 
critically injured, the 
Jacksonville sheriff ’s of-
fice said on Twitter. Oth-
ers were treated for mi-
nor injuries at the scene.

Captain Michael Con-
nor, commanding officer 
at Naval Air Station Jack-
sonville, told reporters it 
was a “miracle” no more 
serious injuries or fatali-
ties had occurred.

“We could be talking 
about a different story 
this evening, so I think 
there’s a lot to say about, 
you know, the profes-
sionalism of the folks that 
helped the passengers off 
the airplane... it very well 
could be worse,” he said.

All 136 passengers 
and seven air crew on 
board had been account-
ed for, NAS Jacksonville 
said in a statement.

However, there were 
fears for a number of pet 
animals travelling in the 
plane’s luggage compart-

ment. The pets had “not 
been retrieved yet due 
to safety issues with the 
aircraft,” NAS Jackson-
ville said in an update on 
Facebook.

The National Trans-
portation Safety Board 
said a 16-member team 
had arrived on site to 
investigate the incident, 
and would brief the me-
dia later in the day.

Boeing said it was 
aware of the incident was 
and providing technical 
assistance to the agency 
as it conducts its probe.

Images showed the 
Miami Air International 
plane lying partially sub-
merged in water after the 
rough landing, with its 
nose cone missing. Pas-
sengers in life vests were 
instructed to clamber 
onto the wings of the jet 
before being transported 
to shore aboard inflatable 
life rafts, Bormann said.

“We couldn’t tell 
where we were, a river or 
an ocean. There was rain 
coming down. There was 
lightning and thunder. 
We stood on that wing 
for a significant period of 
time,” she told CNN.

Navy security and 
emergency response per-
sonnel including some 90 
firefighters were on the 
scene. Jacksonville May-
or Lenny Curry tweeted 
that the White House had 
called to offer assistance 
as the situation was de-
veloping. “All alive and 
accounted for. Our Fire 
and Rescue teams are 
family to all,” said Curry.

Teams were working 
to control jet fuel spilling 
into the St Johns River, 
he added. The “Rotator” 
flight from the US mili-
tary base in Cuba carries 
passengers including 
military personnel and 
family members.

The plane involved 
was a Boeing 737-800, 
in operation for 18 
years, according to the 
FlightRadar24 website.

US aerospace giant 
Boeing is under scrutiny 
following two crashes 
that killed a total of 346 
passengers and crew and 
grounded its newer 737 
MAX planes worldwide. 
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Deadly escalation sees fresh rocket 
fire from Gaza, Israeli retaliation

Gaza City (Palestin-
ian Territories), May 
5 (AFP): Gaza militants 
fired fresh rocket barrag-
es at Israel early Sunday 
in a deadly escalation 
that has seen Israel re-
spond with waves of 
strikes as a fragile truce 
again faltered and a 
further escalation was 
feared.

Gazan authorities re-
ported four Palestinians 
killed in Israeli strikes in 
the escalation that began 
Saturday, but Israel dis-
puted their account of 
the deaths of a pregnant 
mother and her baby.

One 58-year-old Is-
raeli man was killed by 
a rocket strike on the 
city of Ashkelon near the 
Gaza border, Israeli po-
lice and the hospital said.

The latest flare-up 
came with Hamas, the 
Islamist movement that 
rules the blockaded Gaza 
Strip, seeking further 
concessions from Israel 
under the ceasefire.

Israel said 430 rock-
ets had been fired from 
the Palestinian enclave 
since Saturday and its 
air defences intercepted 
many of them.

Beyond the man 
killed, an 80-year-old 
woman was serious-

ly injured in a rocket 
strike on the Israeli 
city of Kiryat Gat, police 
and medics said.

A man was also hos-
pitalised in Ashkelon, 
said police, which spoke 
of other injuries without 
providing details.

A house near Ash-
kelon was damaged 
while other rockets hit 
open areas.

The Israeli army said 
its tanks and planes hit 
some 200 militant tar-
gets in Gaza in response.

They included an Is-
lamic Jihad attack tun-
nel that stretched from 
southern Gaza into Is-
raeli territory, it said. 
Two multi-storey build-
ings in Gaza City were 
destroyed. Israel said 
one of the buildings in-
cluded Hamas military 
intelligence and security 
offices.

Turkey said an office 
for its state news agency 
Anadolu was located in 
the building and strongly 
denounced the strike.

Israel said the other 
building housed Hamas 
and Islamic Jihad offices.

The Gaza health min-
istry said Israeli strikes 
killed a 14-month-old 
baby and her pregnant 
mother, 37, in addition 

to two Palestinian men, 
while 40 were wounded.

Israeli army spokes-
man Avichay Adraee on 
Twitter challenged the 
account of the mother 
and her baby being killed 
in an Israeli strike, sug-
gesting they died from 
Palestinian fire.

Adraee did not pro-
vide more details and 
the army refused to com-
ment further. Israel’s mil-
itary said it was target-
ing only military-related 
sites.

As the exchange of 
fire continued, Israeli 
Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu held con-
sultations with security 
chiefs on Saturday but 
had not commented pub-
licly. A statement from 
Hamas ally Islamic Jihad 
claimed responsibility 
for at least some of the 
rocket fire and said it was 
prepared for more.

Its armed wing dis-
tributed a video showing 
militants handling rock-
ets and threatening key 
Israeli sites, including 
Ben-Gurion international 
airport near Tel Aviv.

Israel closed its peo-
ple and goods crossings 
with Gaza as well as the 
zone it allows for fisher-
men off the enclave until 

further notice due to the 
rocket fire.

Egyptian and UN of-
ficials were engaged in 
discussions to calm the 
situation, as they have 
done repeatedly in the 
past, while the Europe-
an Union called for an 
immediate halt to rocket 
fire from Gaza.

The UN envoy for the 
Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict, Nickolay Mladenov, 
called on “all parties to 
immediately de-escalate 
and return to the un-
derstandings of the past 
few months.” The Unit-
ed States condemned 
the rocket attacks on 
Israel and said it ful-
ly supported its “right 
to self-defence against 
these abhorrent attacks.” 
The escalation follows 
what had been the most 
violent clashes along the 
Gaza border in weeks on 
Friday. Four Palestinians, 
including two Hamas 
militants, were killed af-
ter two Israeli soldiers 
were wounded in a 
shooting during weekly 
protests there.

Israel and Palestin-
ian militants in the Gaza 
Strip have fought three 
wars since 2008 and 
fears remain of a fourth.

A ceasefire between 

Israel and Hamas bro-
kered by Egypt and the 
United Nations had led 
to relative calm around 
Israel’s April 9 gener-
al election. But the past 
week saw a gradual up-
tick in violence.

With the ceasefire at 
risk, a Hamas delegation 
led by its Gaza head Ya-
hya Sinwar went to Cai-
ro on Thursday for talks 
with Egyptian officials.

The ceasefire has 
seen Israel allow Qatar 
to provide millions of 
dollars in aid to Gaza to 
pay salaries and to fi-
nance fuel purchases to 
ease a severe electricity 
shortage. Several factors 
may lead Israel to seek to 
calm the situation.

Netanyahu is engaged 
in tough negotiations to 
form a new government 
following last month’s 
election, while Israel is 
due to host the Eurovi-
sion song contest in Tel 
Aviv from May 14-18.

The country also cel-
ebrates its Independence 
Day on Thursday.

On the Gazan side, 
the Muslim holy month 
of Ramadan begins in the 
week ahead.

Palestinians have 
participated in regu-
lar demonstrations and 
clashes along the Gaza 
border for more than a 
year, calling on Israel to 
ease its crippling block-
ade of the enclave.

At least 271 Pales-
tinians have been killed 
by Israeli fire since the 
protests began in March 
2018, the majority along 
the border.

Two Israeli soldiers 
have been killed in that 
period. Israel accuses 
Hamas of using the pro-
tests as cover to carry 
out attacks and says its 
actions are necessary to 
defend the border and 
stop infiltrations.

Pak’s quest for IMF bailout costs 
fin min, central bank governor 

and top revenue officer their jobs
Islamabad, May 5 (PTI): 
Cash-strapped Pakistan’s 
efforts to secure a finan-
cial bailout from the IMF 
has cost the country’s 
finance minister, cen-
tral bank governor and 
top revenue officer their 
jobs as the global lend-
er pressed Islamabad to 
take more steps to en-
sure fiscal discipline.

The government on 
Saturday night appoint-
ed Dr Reza Baqir a Paki-
stani economist work-
ing for the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) as 
the governor of the State 
Bank of Pakistan (SBP). 
His appointment came 
a day after Tariq Bajwa 
resigned from the post 
of governor of Pakistan’s 
central bank.

The government also 
appointed Ahmed Mujta-
ba Memon to the key post 
of Federal Board of Rev-
enue (FBR) chairman, 
which also fell vacant on 
Friday after the remov-
al of Jahanzeb Khan, the 
chairman of the tax col-
lection body.

The key appoint-
ments come only weeks 
after Finance Minister 
Asad Umar was asked 
to step down amid vi-
tal bailout negotiations 
with the IMF, suggesting 
the government wants 
to overhaul its financial 
team amid weakening 

growth rates and soar-
ing inflation. Last month, 
Prime Minister Imran 
Khan appointed Dr Ab-
dul Hafeez Sheikh as Ad-
viser on Finance in place 
of Umar, as inflation rose 
to its highest in six years.

Head of IMF Mission 
to Pakistan Ernesto Rigo 
is currently in Islamabad 
as the country hopes to 
strike a deal with the 
global lender for a three-
year bailout package to-
talling around USD 6.5 
billion, the Express Tri-
bune reported.

The IMF officials 
are in the town for the 
last five days and there 
is still no convergence 
on the macroeconom-
ic framework, it quoted 
sources in the Ministry 
of Finance as saying. The 
projections made by the 
finance ministry and the 
IMF team on every main 
economic indicator var-
ied, they said.

The IMF is pushing 
Pakistan to embrace a 
more flexible rupee poli-
cy to end repeated boom-
and-bust cycles, with 
many analysts arguing 
that the local currency 
is overvalued. The gov-
ernment has also been 
frustrated by the low tax 
collection rates during its 
first year in office, with 
the disappointing figures 
threatening the prime 

minister’s promises to 
build a welfare state for 
the poor, Geo News re-
ported. The SBP in March 
cut its economic growth 
estimates, forecasting 
the economy would ex-
pand 3.5 to 4 per cent in 
the 12 months to the end 
of June, well short of a 
government target of 
6.2 per cent. The IMF 
paints a gloomier pic-
ture, predicting growth 
of 2.9 per cent in 2019 
and 2.8 per cent next 
year, the report noted.

Meanwhile, Bajwa, 
the outgoing governor 
of the SBP, has said that 
he has resigned to avoid 
confrontation with the 
government.

Replying to a ques-
tion on a private news 
channel on Saturday on 
why he quit before com-
pleting his three-year 
term, Bajwa said a con-
frontation between the 
government and the cen-
tral bank was not in the 
interest of the country.

“So, I preferred to 
tender my resignation 
instead of approaching 
courts,” he was quoted as 
saying by Dawn newspa-
per. Bajwa said that the 
country’s interests were 
more important than his 
job. On Friday, Bajwa was 
asked to resign while he 
was in Islam abad for 
talks with the IMF. 

N Korea tested rocket launchers 
and “tactical guided weapons”

Seoul, May 5 (AFP): 
North Korea’s state me-
dia said Sunday that 
leader Kim Jong Un had 
overseen a rocket and 
tactical guided weapons 
test, after the drill Satur-
day had raised concerns 
Pyongyang was escalat-
ing provocations with 
US nuclear negotiations 
deadlocked. The North 
last carried out a missile 
test in November 2017, 
before a rapid diplomatic 
rapprochement saw ten-
sions ease on the penin-
sula and a series of sum-
mits. A return to missile 
launches would be likely 
to infuriate US President 
Donald Trump, but the 
North’s official KCNA 
news agency shied away 
from the term in its re-
port, saying Kim had or-
dered a “strike drill” in-
volving “long-range mul-
tiple rocket launchers” -- 
which are not targeted by 
UN sanctions resolutions 
-- and unspecified “tacti-
cal guided weapons”.

Seoul’s military de-
scribed the weapons as 
“projectiles” after it de-
tected Saturday’s firing.

The United States and 
North Korea have been 
at loggerheads since the 
collapse of a Trump-
Kim summit in Febru-
ary, when the two sides 
clashed over sanctions 
and the extent of Pyong-
yang’s concessions on its 
atomic arsenal.

But despite the lat-
est sabre-rattling from 
Pyongyang, Trump insist-
ed that a breakthrough 
was possible.

“Kim Jong Un ful-
ly realizes the great 
economic potential of 
North Korea, & will do 
nothing to interfere or 
end it,” Trump tweeted.

“He also knows that 
I am with him & does 
not want to break his 
promise to me. Deal 
will happen!” The US 
leader did not elabo-
rate on Kim’s promise.

During Saturday’s 
drill Kim urged his 
troops to remember 
“the iron truth that gen-
uine peace and security 
are ensured and guar-
anteed only by powerful 
strength”, KCNA said.

The state-run Rodong 
Sinmun newspaper on 
Sunday carried 16 photos 

of the weapons test on 
its front page, including 
a picture of a grim-look-
ing Kim clutching his 
binoculars in an obser-
vation post as well as 
several images of projec-
tiles shooting skywards. 
Trump proclaimed that 
the North Korean nuclear 
threat was over after the 
two sides’ historic first 
summit in Singapore in 
June, when Kim pledged 
to work towards “com-
plete denuclearisation of 
the Korean peninsula”.

The two have since 
disagreed over what that 
means, but Trump has in-
sisted the leaders remain 
close even after their 
follow-up meeting in 
Vietnam broke up with-
out a deal or even a joint 
statement, and that Kim 
would maintain his mor-
atorium on long-range 
missile and nuclear tests.

But with negotiations 
lagging, the North ap-
pears to be testing the 
US while staying below 
that threshold. The Sat-
urday drill followed last 
month’s test-firing of 
very short-range tactical 
weapons, and came days 
after a senior North Ko-
rean diplomat chastised 
US Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo for making 
“foolish and dangerous” 
comments during nu-
clear talks. Analysts said 
Pyongyang appears in-
tent on raising pressure 
on Washington.

“Kim wants to ensure 
the world knows it is up-
set with the US hardline 
stance on denucleari-
sation and will not bow 
to external pressure,” 
said Scott Seaman of 
the Eurasia Group. But 

Ankit Panda of the Fed-
eration of American Sci-
entists stressed that the 
projectile launch “does 
not violate Kim Jong 
Un’s self-imposed mis-
sile-testing moratorium”, 
which “only applied to 
intercontinental-range 
ballistic missiles”.

Even so, a statement 
from Seoul’s presidential 
Blue House said it was 
“greatly concerned,” call-
ing it a violation of a mili-
tary agreement signed by 
both Koreas last year.

On Friday, South Ko-
rean Foreign Minister 
Kang Kyung-wha said 
Pyongyang should show 
“visible, concrete and 
substantial” denucleari-
sation action if it wants 
sanctions relief -- the is-
sue at the centre of the 
Hanoi debacle. Earlier 
this week, North Kore-
an Vice Foreign Minister 
Choe Son Hui warned 
Washington of an “un-
wanted outcome” if it did 
not adjust its stance on 
economic sanctions.

Since the collapse of 
the Hanoi summit, South 
Korean president Moon 
Jae-in -- who brokered 
the first meeting be-
tween the mercurial US 
and North Korean lead-
ers -- has tried to salvage 
diplomacy, but Pyong-
yang has remained large-
ly unresponsive.

Last week, on the 
anniversary of the first 
Panmunjom summit be-
tween Moon and Kim, 
KCNA said Washington 
and Seoul “keep pushing 
the situation of the Ko-
rean peninsula and the 
region to an undesirable 
phase”, criticising their 
joint military exercises. 

Netanyahu vows more 
‘massive strikes’ in 

response to Gaza rockets

Jerusalem, May 5 (AFP): 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu 
said Sunday he had or-
dered the military to 
launch further strikes 
on Gaza Strip militants 
in response to rocket fire 
from the territory, as an 
escalation entered its 
second day.

“I instructed the 
(military) this morning 
to continue its massive 
strikes on terror ele-
ments in the Gaza Strip 
and ordered (it) to rein-
force the troops around 
the Gaza Strip with 
tanks, artillery and in-
fantry forces,” Netanyahu 
said at the start of a cab-
inet meeting. Israel said 
around 450 rockets or 
mortars had been fired 
from the Palestinian en-
clave run by Hamas since 
Saturday, and it respond-
ed with waves of air and 
tank strikes.

Gazan authorities 
reported six Palestin-
ians killed in the Israeli 
strikes, including at least 

two militants. But Israel 
disputed their account 
of the deaths of a preg-
nant mother and her 
baby, blaming errant 
Hamas fire.

One 58-year-old Is-
raeli man was killed 
overnight by a rocket 
strike on the city of Ash-
kelon near the Gaza bor-
der, Israeli police and the 
hospital said.

Netanyahu is cur-
rently engaged in tough 
negotiations to form a 
new government fol-
lowing his victory in 
April 9 elections.

A ceasefire bro-
kered by UN and Egyp-
tian officials between 
Israel and Hamas had 
led to calm surround-
ing the elections.

But the past week 
saw a gradual uptick in 
violence as Hamas seeks 
further concessions 
from Israel.

Israel and Palestin-
ian militants in Gaza 
have fought three wars 
since 2008.
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EtCETERA

TALK TO THE HAND!  The Intruder actor, Michael 
Ealy, brings his horror movie chops to the photo booth.
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ARIES: On Saturday, the annual Taurus 
new moon lights your second house of 
work, money and practical luxury. Look for 
creative ways to save and budget without 
depriving yourself of pleasure. Is it time to 
upgrade? While you don’t want to blow the 
bank, start replacing objects that have a bro-
ken-down feel!  
TAURUS: Happy cosmic New Year! On 
Saturday, the Taurus new moon electrifies 
the skies and refreshes your emotional feed. 
Time to leave those painful situations behind 
you and adopt a “What have I learned from 
this?” outlook. Certain relationships may 
come to an end, or you could finally bury 
the hatchet and stop talking about THAT 
subject...like, ever again. Make a wish list 
and be “greedy,” Bull. It’s time to ask the 
universe for what you REALLY want.   
GEMINI: Take a pause, Gemini, and a few 
deep inhales and exhales. On Saturday, the 
annual new moon in Taurus energizes your 
twelfth house of closure and healing. Honor 
the transitions in your life. Sometimes clos-
ing one door is your access to opening an-

other. Gently release an outmoded situation 
and welcome new adventures—even if they 
take time to fully reveal themselves.  
CANCER: Ready to make the world a bet-
ter place? On Saturday, the new moon in 
Taurus lands in your humanitarian eleventh 
house, awakening your inner idealist. Jump-
ing into a community service project would 
be a great way to meet new people. A bud-
ding collaboration could lead to an amazing 
team effort or world-changing project. Get 
ready for a meeting of the minds, perhaps 
a virtual one, since the eleventh house also 
rules technology.  
LEO: Today’s cosmos shine a light on hid-
den realities as expressive Mercury turns 
direct in your covert eighth house. Over the 
past three weeks, while the messenger planet 
was retrograde, you’ve held your cards close 
to your vest, but guarding one secret could 
be taking a toll on your psyche. Mercury’s 
forward motion could attract a worthy con-
fidante—which is a good start to releasing 
your burden.  
VIRGO: Your routine-driven sign isn’t 

generally considered erratic, but Mercury’s 
retrograde through your relationship house 
over the past three weeks might have made 
you flip-flop. Perhaps a BFF hasn’t had 
much time for you since finding “The One” 
or an ex resurfaced without an offer of com-
mitment. Enough already! .  
LIBRA: Channel-surfing or downward-dog-
ging? If you’ve been doing more of the for-
mer over the past three weeks, you can thank 
Mercury, which has been retrograde (back-
ward) in your self-care sector. But don’t 
throw in the towel! Today, the quicksilver 
planet turns direct, helping you find sustain-
able routines.   
SCORPIO: You’re back! On March 5, ex-
pressive Mercury turned retrograde in your 
passionate fifth house. You may have felt 
like you were missing the love boat. Or per-
haps you couldn’t get a clear read on a ro-
mantic interest. Get ready to shake off the 
confusion and insecurity today, as the com-
munication planet powers forward and calls 
forth your most radiant self! 
SAGITTARIUS: Baby, it might (still) be 

cold outside, but it wouldn’t hurt to open a 
few windows and air out Chateau Sagittari-
us. With Mercury retrograde in your domes-
tic fourth house since March 5, home and 
family matters might have felt a bit dazed 
and confused. Your survival instincts kicked 
in, causing you to retreat from the insanity. 
You can breathe a sigh of relief and re-en-
gage today, as Mercury turns direct. Call a 
truce with your roomies, make up with your 
S.O., seek out a solution with your mother!    
CAPRICORN: Banish that either-or think-
ing, Capricorn. After a confusing three-week 
Mercury retrograde in your communication 
house, the messenger planet powers forward 
today. While you prefer to pour your (prodi-
gious) energy into one thing at a time, this ap-
proach may not be serving you. Don’t be afraid 
to dip your toe into multiple ponds, like those 
librarian-slash-actors or entrepreneur-slash-ac-
tivists. Commuting or living in two cities is 
even a possibility for some earthbound Goats.    
AQUARIUS:  Loosen those purse strings, 
Aquarius. Since Mercury went retrograde 
on March 5, you may have had a few bud-

getary breakdowns. But the messenger plan-
et resumes forward motion today, making it 
safe to once again enjoy your hard-earned 
cash. This is a perfect time to revisit (and 
if necessary, revamp) your plans to strike a 
healthy balance between saving and spend-
ing. Invest in your greatest resource: your-
self! A personal growth workshop, medi-
tation retreat or life-coaching sessions can 
awaken your creativity and usher in a tsuna-
mi of entrepreneurial ideas.   
PISCES: Bring on the mic drops! This Sat-
urday, the annual Taurus new moon lands in 
your third house of communication, sharp-
ening your gift of gab. Do you have a mes-
sage or creative talent to share, Pisces? Writ-
ing, teaching, blogging, podcasting: The 
medium doesn’t matter as long as you’re 
getting your ideas out to a wider audience. 
A conversation with a friend or a synergistic 
person might spark a much bigger collab-
oration in the coming six months. Today’s 
brainstorm could end up being tomorrow’s 
joint venture, so get a lunch date on the 
books to discuss teaming up.

Park Bom Collaborates 
with MAMAMOO’s Wheein 

in Her Latest Single 

Park Bom’s successful 
comeback after five long 

years of silence is gaining 
momentum and it’s not about 
to stop any time soon. The 
former main vocal of pop-
ular K-pop girl group 2NE1 
marked her comeback with 
her first single that she re-
leased in March of 2019. 

Now, the 35-year-old 
singer is back with a second 
single, “4:44”. This time, it 
is the title track of her re-
packaged album, Blue Rose. 
The song features Park’s 
signature soulful vocals over 
mid-tempo instrumentals 
and heartbreaking lyrics. 

Park released the official 
music video yesterday and 
fans are captivated by the 
stunning visuals as well as 
her star feature, Wheein from 
MAMAMOO. The 24-year-old 
singer is the main vocal of 
the group and displayed her 
smooth vocals in the song to-
gether with Park.

Prior to the release of 
“4:44”, both Park and Wheein 
teased the new repackaged 
album cover together with 
heartfelt captions that show 

their support for one another. 
Wheein took to Instagram to 
send support to Park, whom 
she had been a huge fan of 
since Park’s 2NE1 days. 

Her caption read, “I fea-
tured in a song by Park Bom, 
who was both my first and 
last idol when I was young. I 
don’t know how to describe 
this feeling in words.

I’m also very emotional 
over the fact that I’ve become 
a singer like this and there-
fore am able to sing in the 
same spot as Park Bom after 
having dreamed of becoming 
‘Singer Wheein’ while watch-
ing her. However, the fact that 
my voice is included on a song 
by someone who was ‘My 
Singer’ gives me such a strange 
and happy feeling that I really 
can’t even express it.

Park Bom’s new song 
“4:44” is without a doubt such 
a great song, and it’s out now! 
Please listen a lot and give it 
lots of love! Thank you!!”

This is huge for Park who 
struggled to make an in-
dustry comeback after her 
previous drug scandal and 
2NE1’s disbandment.  

It was hard: Natalie 
Portman on ‘Star Wars’ 

prequel backlash

London, May 5 (PTI): Actor Natalie Portman says it was 
“hard” for her to come to terms with the negative reaction re-
ceived by the prequel trilogy of “Star Wars” series.

Portman, 37, had portrayed Padme Amidala, who is later 
revealed to be the mother of Luke Skywalker and Leia Orga-
na, in George Lucas’ prequel films -- “Episode I: The Phantom 
Menace” (1999), “Episode II: Attack of the Clones” (2002), 
and “Episode III: Revenge of the Sith” (2005).

The trilogy was largely panned by the critics and also 
failed to live up to the expectations of the franchise fans.

“It was hard. It was a bummer because it felt like people 
were so excited about new ones and then to have people feel 
disappointed,” Portman told Empire magazine.

“Also to be at an age that I didn’t really understand that’s 
kind of the nature of the beast. When something has that 
much anticipation it can almost only disappoint,” she added.

Portman, however, also believes that fans have over the 
time come to love the prequels.

“With the perspective of time, it’s been re-evaluated by a 
lot of people who actually really love them now. There’s a very 
avid group of people who think they’re the best ones now. I 
don’t have enough perspective to weigh in,” she said.

Portman currently stars in Brady Corbet’s pop star drama “Vox Lux”.

‘Gadar’ sequel will take Tara 
and Sakeena’s story forward

Mumbai, May 5 (PTI): A se-
quel to Sunny Deol’s 2001 
blockbuster “Gadar: Ek Prem 
Katha” is underway and the 
story will be a continuation 
from the original film with a 
backdrop of India-Pakistan.

The film, directed by Anil 
Sharma, ranks among the top 
three Indian films in all-time 
highest footfalls. Accord-
ing to sources, it had 17 
crore footfalls and had 
earned Rs 256 crore upon 
its release in 2001.

“We have been working 
on ‘Gadar’ sequel since 15 
years. ‘Gadar’ will be sto-
ry of Tara (Sunny), Sakeena 
(Ameesha Patel) and Jeet 
(their son). The story will 

move ahead with India-Paki-
stan angle, ‘Gadar’ is incom-
plete without it.

“The cast will remain 
same, like how we have 
seen in films like ‘Baahubali’, 
‘Rambo, ‘Fast and Furious’, 
etc. We have discussed the 
idea with Sunny. We can’t 
disclose anything at the mo-
ment,” a source close to the 
film’s production told PTI.

The movie also featured 
Amrish Puri and Lillete 
Dubey.

Also, work has begun on 
the sequel of Sunny and An-
il’s another hit film “Apne” 
(2009) that starred the three 
Deols - Sunny, Bobby and 
Dharmendra.

Shreyas Talpade to direct sports drama

Mumbai, May 5 (PTI): Shreyas Talpade is 
working on his next directorial venture, 
a sports film that will possibly feature an 
A-list actor.

Shreyas revealed that he is currently 
working on the script of the film.

“I am writing a script. It is based on horse 
riding. It is a true story that has happened in 
India and it is pretty interesting. I am not act-
ing in it. The character is around 55-year-old 
and it requires a lot of budget and we would 
need a star to pull off and justify that budget,” 
the actor-director told PTI.

Shreyas, 43, made his directorial debut 
with 2017’s Hindi film “Poster Boys” featur-
ing Sunny Deol, Bobby Deol and himself. He 

had also co-produced it.
Shreyas said he is producing a Marathi 

and a Hindi film under his banner.
“We are working on one Marathi script 

and one Hindi. As an actor I haven’t signed 
any film. There are couple of scripts that came 
my way but were not interesting so I would 
rather wait for decent stories that would chal-
lenge me,” he said.

“There is an offer for a web-series. There 
is something that someone is working on, it is 
a mixture of fiction and non-fiction. But noth-
ing is finalised. I am kicked about it. I am yet 
to sign it,” he added.

The actor was last seen in crime-thriller 
film “Setters” that released on May 3.


