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North Sikkim reports first COVID case
summit report
GANGTOK, 26 Jun: 

The first positive case in North Sikkim 
was reported on Friday with a 31-year-

old ITBP personnel from Rangrang, North 
Sikkim, testing positive for COVID-19. A 
second person, an SSB personnel, from 
Singtam has also tested positive for the 
virus. 

In his daily health bulletin on Friday, 
Health Department DG-cum-Secretary, 
Dr Pempa T Bhutia mentioned that one 
31-year-old ITBP personnel from Rangrang, 
North Sikkim was found positive during 
testing of 341 samples by RT-PCR at VRDL, 
STNM hospital on Thursday. 

He informed that the patient was a 
Haryana returnee and had reached Delhi on 
15 June. He had boarded a flight from Delhi 
to Siliguri the same day and was kept in a 
quarantine centre at Siliguri for three days.  

He then travelled from Siliguri to Rangrang 
on 18 June in an ITBP vehicle and was 
further placed in a facility quarantine set up 
by ITBP at Rangrang.

The Secretary mentioned that the 
patient is symptomatic and random samples 
of six ITBP personnel were sent for testing 
on Thursday in which he tested positive. 
He informed that there are 13 personnel 
in the facility quarantine so testing of all 
remaining persons will be conducted on 
Tuesday along with samples of driver and 
staffof the vehicle along with staff of the 
facility quarantine. The patient has been 
shifted to STNM hospital.

Dr Bhutia informed that a total of 
68 samples were tested in the morning 
shift on Friday and one 22-year-old SSB 
personnel from Singtam tested positive for 
COVID-19. He mentioned that the report 
came late on Friday evening so the details 

are being collected and contact tracing has 
begun. The patient will be immediately 
shifted to isolation ward of STNM hospital, 
he added.

On the same, the Secretary stressed that 
with positive cases being reported from 
paramilitary personnel posted in Sikkim 
there was need of proper 14 days quarantine 
of personnel coming from outside the State. 

The department talked to the Army 
today and it was informed that army 
personnel have been kept in 14 to 21 days 
of quarantine in Siliguri and directly taken 
to the borders, said Dr Bhutia. However, he 
asserted that ITBP and SSB personnel need 
to have proper quarantine arrangement 
in Sikkim of 14 days for personnel coming 
from outside the State.

With these two new cases, the number 
of active cases of COVID-19 has increased to 
48 in the State. 

Charity program marks 
35th birthday of Karmapa

summit report
Gangtok, 26 Jun: 

The 35th birthday of 17th Gyalwang 
Karmapa OgyenTrinleyDorjee was 

celebrated at Rumtek Monastery today 
with prayers and charitable programs, 
a press release informs.
While observing strict social distancing 
norms and rules as mandated, few 
senior monks marked the day by 
offering incense and Sangsol; followed 
by long life prayer in front of the 
holy seat of the Karmapa at Rumtek 
Monastery.   

Normally, there is a grand 
celebration on Karmapa’s birthday 
but this time, when the entire world, 
including India, is suffering from this 
pandemic and its resultant economic 
impact, the TsurphuLabrang and 
Kunkyong Charitable Trust, will 
reach out to the needy ones with 
various charity programs, inspired 
by compassion, generosity, and 
altruism practice of the Karmapa, 

the release mentions. 
“Delhi is one of the worst-hit cities 

with an increasing number of COVID-19 
cases. Hence, we are distributing 
medicines and essential kits to over 
230 patients, who are critically in need 
of it,” the release states. 

In Sikkim, they distributed 
essentials to around 350 needy families 
in Sang, Martam, Rumtek and to 
Child Care Orphanage at Bojoghari. 
Essential items were also provided 
to Lee Aal Old-Age Home at Tintek 
and the Khoryug also organized 
plantation program in and around 
Rumtek Monastery on 26 Jun.

Recently, from 18 to 24 Apr, 
2020, the Karmapa had conducted a 
weeklong worldwide prayer to quell 
the pandemic and to find peace and 
happiness for all (living or deceased). 
Over 200,000 monks, nuns and lay 
devotees (including lamas, tulkus and 
khenpos) took part in the online prayer 
led by the Karmapa. 

Scheduled intl flights suspended till July 15 but 
some on selected routes may be allowed: DGCA

New Delhi, Jun 26 (PTI): The aviation regulator DGCA said on Friday it is extending the suspension of scheduled international 
passenger flights in the country till July 15 but added that some international scheduled services on selected routes may be permitted 
on a case to case basis.

Scheduled international passenger flights were suspended in India on March 23 due to the coronavirus pandemic.
“The competent authority has decided that scheduled international commercial passenger services to or from India shall remain 

suspended till 2359 hrs IST of July 15, 2020,” said the DGCA circular.
“However, international scheduled flights may be allowed on selected routes by the competent authority on a case to case basis,” said 

the circular by the Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA).
Air India and other private domestic airlines have been operating unscheduled international repatriation flights under the Vande 

Bharat Mission, which was started on May 6 by the Central government.
India resumed scheduled domestic passenger flights on May 25, after a gap of two months.

sduF observes global day of action, 
stresses on reform in drug laws

Lower salley residents demand resettlement for fear of landslides
GOVT WILL IDENTIFY LAND FOR RESETTLEMENT: MINISTER ASSURES 
rudrakaushik
Gyalshing, 26 Jun: 

Since several years, 
the villagers of Lower 

Salley, Bar DaraParbok 
village under 
Yangthangconstituency 
in West Sikkim are living 
in constant threat of 
landslides especially 
during the rainy season. 
Bar DaraParbok village 
situated at a low lying 
sinking zone has become 
a landslide prone area. 
The villagers have asked 
the state government for 
assistance in evacuating 
or resettling affected 
families at any suitable 
place.

The locals inform that 
the village is gradually 
falling apart and many 
households have faced 
considerable damages 
due to landslides. The 
geological department 
in a recent survey had 
marked the area as 
inhabitable and prone to 
landslides. 

According to the 
villagers, sinking nature 
of the area, untamed 
rain water that flows 
from the areas above 
the village in the rainy 
season and landslides 
caused by KalezKhola 
which flowsthrough 
lower areas of the village 
are some of the reasons 
behind the gradual 
landslips. 

PHE minister cum 
area MLA,Bhim Hang 
Subba today visited 
the landslide affected 
families and took 
stock of the situation. 
The Minister was 
accompanied by official 
of Land Revenue 
Department, local 
panchayat members and 
others.

The Minister assured 
the affected families that the 
state government would 
initiate an evacuation and 
resettlement programme 
for the landslide affected 
families. 

“The state 
government is with 
the villagers. Land at a 
suitable location will be 
identified and acquired 
for the resettlement of 
the villagers,” MrSubba 
said. He further asserted 
that the state government 
will work for protection 
and conservation of 
the village from further 
destruction due to 
landslides through an 
effective initiative. He 
maintained that the 
problems created by 
natural disaster would 
be resolved and the 
villagers should not 
worry.

The Block 
Development Officer 
and the officials of Land 
Revenue department 
have been assigned to 
initiate the evacuation 
and resettlement 
programme for the 
affected families.

A local youth, 
Y u v a r a j B h a n d a r i 
informed that 23 families 
of Bar DaraParbok 
village needs immediate 
evacuation considering 
the intense risk of 
landslides with the 
arrival of monsoon. 

“The resettlement 
programme for the 
affected families is 

required so that possible 
threat of natural disaster 
can be averted in time. 
Living in a landslides 
prone place is frightening 
and we fear for our 
safety,” he said.

Another local said 
that during this ongoing 
monsoon season the 
possibility of landslides 
is high and that is 
the reason why they 
have appealed to the 
state government to 
immediately evacuate 
them.

“We have to spend 
many sleepless night 
during rainy season,” an 
elderly woman said.

sagar Chettri
GANGTOK, 26 Jun: 

Sikkim Drug Users’ 
Forum [SDUF] have 

stressed on the need 
to reform drug laws 
and policies based on 
evidence rather than 
on morals. The forum 
said that there is need 
for a dialogue between 
experts, policy makers, 
implementing agency, 
key stakeholders and 
people working among 
drug users to bring 
reformation in drug laws 
and policies. 

It is informed that 
SDUF has already written 
to Sikkim Lok Sabha MP, 
Indra Hang Subba to 
form a committee for 
the same by inviting all 
concerned stakeholders 
and people working 
among drug users.

SDUF observed the 
Global Day of Action 
2020 here today 
by stressing upon 
objectives of a global 
advocacy campaign, 
‘Support. Don’t Punish.’ 
It is a global advocacy 
campaign organised each 
year on 26 June to raise 
awareness on the harms 
being caused by the war 
on drugs.

Addressing a press 
conference, SDUF 

coordinator, Prashant 
Sharma mentioned that 
the Global Day of Action 
is observed to counter 
the narrative of the 
United Nation’s vision of 
drug free society which 
has caused more harm 
than reform. He added 
that the campaign of 
drug free society has 
been going on for around 
50 years now during 
which time drug users 
have been treated as 
criminals, harassed and 
discriminated against 
in the name of drug free 
society. 

“So, ‘Support. Don’t 
Punish.’ campaign was 
created in 2013 to 
promote drug policies 
that respect human 
rights and protect public 
health to change laws 
and policies that impede 
access to harm reduction 
intervention and 
other evidence-based 
services and to end the 
criminalisation of people 
who use drugs,” he said.

Speaking on key 
objectives of the 
campaign, Mr Sharma 
mentioned that the 
campaign aims to reform 
drug laws and policies 
which is scientific and 
evidence-based rather 
than on morals.

He further added 
that the campaign was 
to raise awareness 
about the need to stop 
criminalising people 
for using drugs and 
possession for personal 
use and further to 
raise awareness about 
the need for greater 
funding and attention for 
essential health services 
and other support for the 
people who use drugs.

“26th June is 
the United Nation’s 
International Day Against 
Drug Abuse and Illicit 
Trafficking, a day which 
has traditionally been 
used by governments to 
celebrate drug arrests, 
seizures, 

Turn page 2

CoVid-19 Cases Continue to spike in india, with record 17k+ new Cases in Last 24 hours
New Delhi, 26 June: The 
highest single-day surge in 
COVID-19 cases went past 17,000 
on Friday, pushing India’s tally 
to 4,90,401, while the death toll 
climbed to 15,301 with 407 new 
fatalities, according to the Union 
health ministry.

Updated at 8 am, the data 
showed the daily COVID-19 cases 
increased by the highest-ever 
17,296 cases.

India registered over 14,000 
cases for the seventh day in a row 
and witnessed a surge of 2,99,866 
infections from June 1 till 26. The 
number of active cases stands at 
1,89, 463 while 2,85,636 people 
have recovered and one patient 
has migrated, according to the 
updated figure at 8 am.

“Thus, around 58.24% 
patients have recovered so 
far,” an official said. The total 

number of confirmed cases 
include foreigners. According 
to the Indian Council of Medical 
Research (ICMR), a cumulative 
total of 77,76,228 samples have 
been tested up to June 25 with 
2,15,446 samples being tested on 
Thursday. Of the 407 new deaths 
reported till Friday morning, 192 
were in Maharashtra, 64 in Delhi, 
45 in Tamil Nadu, 18 in Gujarat, 
15 each in West Bengal and Uttar 
Pradesh, 12 in Andhra Pradesh, 
10 in Haryana, eight in Madhya 
Pradesh, seven in Punjab, six in 
Karnataka, five in Telangana, four 
in Rajasthan and two in Jammu 
and Kashmir.

Arunachal Pradesh, Himachal 
Pradesh, Jharkhand and 
Uttarakhand have reported one 
COVID-19 fatality each in the last 
24 hours.

Of the total 15,301 deaths 

reported so far, Maharashtra 
tops the tally with 6,931 deaths, 
followed by Delhi with 2,429 
deaths, Gujarat with 1,753, 
Tamil Nadu with 911, Uttar 
Pradesh with 611, West Bengal 
with 606, Madhya Pradesh with 
542, Rajasthan with 379 and 
Telangana with 230 deaths.

The COVID-19 death toll 
reached 198 in Haryana, 170 
in Karnataka, 136 in Andhra 
Pradesh, 120 in Punjab, 90 in 
Jammu and Kashmir, 57 in Bihar, 
36 in Uttarakhand, 22 in Kerala 
and 17 in Odisha.

Chhattisgarh and Jharkhand 
have registered 12 deaths each, 
Assam, Puducherry and Himachal 
Pradesh nine each, Chandigarh 
six, Goa two and Meghalaya, 
Tripura, Ladakh and Arunachal 
Pradesh have reported one 
fatality each, according to the 

health ministry.
More than 70% deaths took 

place due to co-morbidities, it 
said. Maharashtra has reported 
the highest number of cases at 
1,47,741, followed by Delhi at 
73,780, Tamil Nadu at 70,977, 
Gujarat at 29,520, Uttar Pradesh 
at 20,193, Rajasthan at 16,296 
and West Bengal at 15,648, 
according to the ministry data.

The number of COVID-19 
cases has gone up to 12,596 
in Madhya Pradesh, 12,463 in 
Haryana, 11,364 in Telangana, 
10,884 in Andhra Pradesh and 
10,560 in Karnataka.

It has risen to 8,473 in Bihar, 
6,549 in Jammu and Kashmir, 
6,321 in Assam and 5,962 in 
Odisha. Punjab has reported 
4,769 novel coronavirus 
infections so far, while Kerala 
has 3,726 cases. .     Turn page 2 
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LAND FOR SALE 
A land measuring an area for  50x32 1/2  at Road-
side just below housing colony is for sale. It is 
just a  one minute walking distance from Namchi 
bazaar taxi stand. Interested party may contact 
9593373387 and 9434406761

LAND FOR SALE 
An area measuring 1 acre at Sadam South Sikkim 
near Loretto Convent School at Gupti road. Price 
negotiable any one interested can contact:

78640-04501,62970-03235, 98320-48410

GENERAL LAND FOR SALE
General land 30X40 (3 Plots) available for sale 

at  Tadong 6th Mile next to Harka Maya College. 
Flat Land no cutting required. Price 27 Lakhs 

(negotiable).
Contact: 9800201335
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FLat For saLe
4BHK flat, total area 2376 sqft

Ninety Bazaar, Near Paljor 
Stadium, Gangtok

Contact: 9563083895

Land For saLe
Two plots available – 30X40 sqft and 

50X30 sqft JunkeriDara, SamlikMarchak
Price negotiable Contact: 6296366498, 

9641878315, 9593262407

generaL Land For saLe 
Riverside land [General] along Ra-nipool-Rumtek 

Highway near Adampool,stretching from the 
roadside down till the river bank. Total area 

measuring 0.2348 Hectares [approximately 25,274 
sq ft].  Ideal for developing a Resort. Parties 

interested in purchasing the entire plot can contact 
9083826462 and 9832556698. 
Brokers will not be entertained.LAND FOR SALE 
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LAND FOR SALE 
An area measuring 1 acre at Sadam South Sikkim 
near Loretto Convent School at Gupti road. Price 
negotiable any one interested can contact:

78640-04501,62970-03235, 98320-48410

GENERAL LAND FOR SALE
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at  Tadong 6th Mile next to Harka Maya College. 
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Fresh lot of rapid information

Cleanliness cum sensitization drive at namthang
summit report
Gangtok, 26 Jun: 

A day long Cleanliness 
cum Sensitization 

Drive program was 
organised at Namthang 
Bazaar under 
R a t e y p a n i N a m t h a n g 
Constituency in South 
Sikkim today, a press 
release informs. 

The program was 
jointly organised by 
Namthang BAC and 
NamthangManeydanda 
Gram Panchayat Unit 

wherein BDO,Ram 
M o k t a n , P a n c h a y a t 
President, Birendra 
Pradhan along with 
other Panchyatmembers, 
local residents, youth, 
cheliswere present.

All the drainage 
systems wereproperly 
cleaned withthe help 
of fire tenders from 
Namchi.BDO Namthang, 
Ram Moktanmade an 
appeal to all the people in 
the area to become more 
conscious about hygiene.

Recovered cases exceed active cases by more than 
96,000: COVID-19 Recovery rate improves to 58.24%

Delhi, 26 Jun (PIB): 
The graded, pre-emptive 
and pro-active steps 
taken by Government 
of India along with 
the States/UTs for 
prevention, containment 
and management of 
COVID-19 are showing 
encouraging results.

The recovered cases 
have exceeded the active 
cases by 96,173.

During the last 24 
hours, a total of 13,940 
COVID-19 patients 
have been cured, taking 
the cumulative figure 
to 2,85,636. This has 
led to the recovery 
rate touching 58.24% 
amongst COVID-19 
patients.

Presently, there are 
1,89,463 active cases 
and all are under active 
medical supervision.

In the quest to 
expand the COVID-19 

testing labs network 
across the country, ICMR 
has inducted 11 new labs 
in the last 24 hours. India 
now has 1016 diagnostic 
labs dedicated to 
COVID-19. This includes 
737 in the government 
sector and 279 private 
labs.
The present status is as 
below:
• Real-Time RT PCR 
based testing labs: 560 
(Govt: 359 + Private: 
201)
• TrueNat based testing 
labs : 369 (Govt: 346 + 
Private: 23)
• CBNAAT based testing 
labs : 87 (Govt: 32 + 
Private: 55)
The numbers of samples 
tested very day continues 
to steadily grow. During 
the past 24 hours, 
2,15,446 tests have 
been conducted in the 
labs. The total number 

of samples tested, as on 
date, is 77,76,228.

For all authentic & 
updated information 
on COVID-19 related 
technical issues, 
guidelines & advisories 
please regularly visit: 
https://www.mohfw.
gov.in/ and @MoHFW_
INDIA.

Technical queries 
related to COVID-19 may 
be sent to technicalquery.
covid19@gov.in and other 
queries on ncov2019@gov.
in and @CovidIndiaSeva.

In case of any queries 
on COVID-19, please call 
at the Ministry of Health 
& Family Welfare helpline 
no.: +91-11-23978046 
or 1075 (Toll-free). List 
of helpline numbers of 
States/UTs on COVID-19 
is also available at    
https://www.mohfw.gov.
in/pdf/ coronvavirus 
helplinenumber.pdf.

tripura has set an example for the country 
in combating COVID-19: LR Vishwanath

Guwahati, 26 Jun 
(PIB): Tripura has set 
an example for the 
country in combating 
COVID-19 situation said 
Head of Department, LR 
Vishwanath, Directorate 
General, North East Zone, 
Ministry of Information 
and Broadcasting 
while addressing the 
media personnel of 8 
Northeastern States in 
a Webinar organized 
by Press Information 
Bureau, Guwahati today 
on the topic “Effective 
COVID Management in 
Tripura” .

V i s h w a n a t h 
asserted that Tripura 
government’s efforts 
to control the spread 
of COVID-19 pandemic 
are even appreciated by 
the Prime Minister of 
India, Narendra Modi. 
The main aim of the 
webinar is to highlight 
the Tripura model of 
tackling Coronavirus 
situation and to sensitize 
the journalists how to 
disseminate factual 
information during this 

crisis.
The recovery rate of 

COVID-19 is more than 80 
percent in Tripura which 
is above the national 
rate informed Dr Kanak 
Choudhury, MD Medicine 
while addressing 
the journalists in the 
webinar. He spoke 
extensively on the health 
scenario of the state 
and the institutional 
measures taken by the 
government to stem the 
pandemic.

The Tripura 
government is giving 

emphasis on collecting 
samples for testing 
so that the spread of 
COVID-19 pandemic 
can be controlled. Its 
success rate is evident 
from the fact that only 
one person died in the 
state due to COVID-19 
said Correspondent, 
Debraj Deb, Indian 
Express.

While deliberating 
in the webinar, senior 
journalist Sandip 
Biswas said that early 
lockdown declared by 
the Tripura government 

helped in containing the 
spread of Coronavirus. 
People in the state of 
Tripura strictly followed 
the lockdown rules and 
guidelines prescribed by 
the government said 
Editor of NE Color 
news channel, Sanjib 
Deb.

Tripura is bouncing 
back economically and 
people are helping 
each other to restore 
normalcy in their life 
said Retd IFS officer, 
Prasanjit Biswas while 
addressing the media 

persons in the webinar 
giving the perspective of 
the government to deal 
with the issue at hand.

Secretary of Press 
Club, Pranab Sarkar, 
Agartala appreciated the 
efforts of the government 
in controlling the 
pandemic while 
discussing the Tripura 
strategy to contain 
COVID-19.

In her welcome 
address, Keerti Tiwari 
said that the main aim 
of the workshop is to 
sensitize the media 
personnel how a small 
state like Tripura is an 
example for not just for 
the North-eastern states 
but for the entire country.

Around 25 journalists 
across Northeast 
participated in the 
workshop through video 
conference. The webinar 
was moderated by Media 
and Communication 
Officer, Gopajit Das, PIB 
Shillong and summed 
up by Media and 
Communication Officer, 
Sudipto Kar, PIB Agartala.

A total of 2,691 people have been infected by the virus in Uttarakhand, 2,452 in Chhattisgarh, 2,262 in Jharkhand, 1,290 in Tripura, 1,056 in Manipur, 995 in Goa, 941 
in Ladakh and 839 in Himachal Pradesh.

Puducherry has recorded 502 COVID-19 cases, Chandigarh has 423, Nagaland has 355 and Arunachal Pradesh has 160.
Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu together have reported 155 COVID-19 cases.
Mizoram has 145 cases, Sikkim has 85, Andaman and Nicobar Islands has registered 59 infections so far while Meghalaya has recorded 46 cases.
Global numbers
Across the world, there have now been 9,609,829 confirmed cases reported as of Friday morning.
According to Johns Hopkins University, the global death toll due to COVID-19 stands at 489,312. Another 4,838,923 people have recovered from the disease.
In many countries, official data includes only deaths reported in hospitals, not those in homes or nursing homes.
The US has recorded 2,422,310 confirmed cases of COVID-19, the respiratory illness caused by the coronavirus. Brazil is in second place with 1,228,114 cases, 

followed by Russia (613,148), India (490,401) and the UK (309,455).
The US has also recorded the highest death toll, with 124,416 fatalities so far. The death toll has also been high in Brazil (53,830), the UK (43,314), Italy (34,678), 

France (29,755) and Spain (28,330).
A preliminary study of 125 patients hospitalised with COVID-19 across the United Kingdom has found the disease can damage the brain, causing complications such 

as stroke, inflammation, psychosis and dementia-like symptoms in some severe cases.
The findings, published in the Lancet Psychiatry journal on Thursday, are the first detailed look at a range of neurological complications of COVID-19, the researchers 

said, and underline a need for larger studies to find the mechanisms behind them and assist the search for treatments.
The most common brain complication seen was stroke, which was reported in 77 of 125 patients. Of these, most were in patients over 60, and most were caused by 

a blood clot in the brain, known as an ischaemic stroke.
Both New Zealand and Vietnam have emerged from lockdown virtually virus-free, lifting all restrictions except those on international travel. But while New Zealand’s 

tourism sector is struggling in the absence of arrivals from abroad, Vietnam’s has rebounded thanks to domestic tourism, according to travel data and industry members.
The difference in part reflects the economic hit to the two economies. While New Zealand’s economy may contract by as much as 20% in the first half of the year, 

according to the central bank, Vietnam has kept its yearly growth target above 5%.
In New Zealand, scheduled flights are down 40% from the same month last year and weekly demand for Airbnb and Vrbo properties through July are down 55%. In 

Vietnam, travel agent Nguyen Thi Thuy Anh says he is handling a surge in bookings as businesses slash prices to attract local travellers.

CoVid-19 Cases Continue...

rehana Fathima moves court for anticipatory bail
Kochi, Jun 26 (PTI): 
Activist Rehana Fathima 
on Friday moved the 
Kerala High Court 
seeking anticipatory bail, 
apprehending arrest in 
cases against her for 
allegedly circulating a 
video in which she was 
seen posing semi-nude 
for her minor children, 
allowing them to paint 
on her body.

In her bail plea, 
the activist said the 
allegations prima facie 
would not constitute any 
offence punishable which 
are non-bailable in nature.

Stating that she was 
an activist who has been 
fighting a battle against 
body discrimination, 
the petitioner urged 
that there needs to 
be openness so far as 
discussion on body 
and body parts are 
concerned.

So far as children 
are concerned, they 

need to be imparted 
sex education and 
made aware of the body 
and its parts as well 
enabling them to view 
it as a different medium 
altogether rather than 
seeing it as a sexual tool 
alone, the petitioner said.

The allegation of 
the prosecution and the 
public outcry on the 
issue cannot be a reason 
and logic for instituting 
a crime and prosecuting 
a person for the offence, 
the petitioner submitted.

Fathima moved 
the court seeking 
anticipatory bail, a day 
after a search was carried 
out at her residence here 
and her mobile phone 
and laptop were seized 
by police in connection 
with the video.

A case was registered 
by Kochi city police 
under various sections 
of POCSO Act and IT Act 
based on a report filed 

by Cyberdom, the cyber 
wing of Kerala police, 
against her for posting 
the video titled “Body 
and Politics” on social 
media.

Earlier, the woman 
was also booked by 
police in Pathanamthitta 
district under the 
Information Technology 
Act and the Juvenile 
Justice Act on a complaint 
lodged by BJP OBC 
Morcha leader A V Arun 
Prakash.

The Kerala State 
Commission for 

Protection of Child Rights 
has sought a report 
on the matter from 
Pathanamthitta district 
police chief within 10 
days.

The commission has 
also directed the police 
to register a case against 
the woman under various 
sections of the Protection 
of Children from Sexual 
Offences (POCSO) Act.

After the Supreme 
Court allowed women 
in traditionally barred 
age groups of 10-50 
into the Sabarimala 

temple in September 
2018, Fathima made an 
attempt to enter the hill 
shrine, but had to retreat 
following protests by 
Hindu activists and 
devotees.

She was later 
arrested.

Following an internal 
inquiry, Fathima was 
sacked from employment 
by the BSNL in May this 
year for her “intentional 
act of outraging the 
religious feelings of 
devotees through social 
media posts.

 shaming, harassing and even execution in some of the country. The Global 
Day of Action aims to change the narrative and to highlight the need for a better 
approach,” he expressed.  

Mr Sharma mentioned that Sikkim needs a better drug policy aligned with the 
health focused approach to minimize the supply, demand and use of drugs and 
also to protect citizens from the unfortunate overdose deaths, HIV, Hep B&C, TB 
infection, unemployment, etc. 

He stated that previous government in the State amended the law twice 
but failed to understand the health, human rights and evidence perspective. 
He informed that law has a provision for drug treatment but it was focused on 
compulsory drug treatment.

Law has a provision for social re-integration but does not have resources, law 
has a provision for drug possession but people are still harassed and tortured and 
dragged to court, he added.

Mr Sharma stated that the Sikkim Anti Drugs Act [SADA] is harming people 
rather than reforming them so it is time to fix the drug law and policy which 
understands human rights. Hestressed on the need of strong political will to address 
issues related to drug users. He expressed his hope that the new government in the 
State would take up the issue seriously to make reforms in laws and policies for 
drug users.
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int’l day against drug abuse 

and Illicit Trafficking observed 
gangtok, 26 jun 
(IPR):
On the occasion of 
International Day against 
Drug Abuse and Illicit 
Trafficking, NSS Cell, 
Department of Sports and 
Youth Affairs organised 
15 days online zumba 
training sessionfor NSS 
volunteers of the State 
starting today. 
This year the theme is 
‘better knowledge for 
better care. The theme 
has been emphasised 
with a need to improve 
the understanding of 
the drug problems and 
issues worldwide.

The session was 
chaired by Minister for 
Sports and Youth Affairs 
Department, KungaNima 
Lepcha and attended by 
the Political Secretary 
to Chief Minister, Jacob 

Khaling as Guest of 
Honour, Secretary 
Sports and Youth 
Affairs Department, 
K u b e r B h a n d a r i , 
SuchitraRasaily, SNO, NSS 
Cell, Officers from the 
department, Programme 
Coordinators and Officers 

and NSS volunteers.
The Minister, in 

his address, urged 
individuals, youth, civil 
societies, communities, 
NGOs and various other 
organisations in the State 
to come forward and 
participate in making 

Sikkim a drug free 
state through selfless 
contributions from all. 

Political Secretary 
to CM briefed about 
the harmful effects of 
drugs and motivated 
volunteers to take part 
in physical activities to 

keep themselves away 
from drugs.

During the session, 
Secretary, Sports and 
Youth Affairs also 
highlighted that zumba 
is a unique approach 
to overcome issues 
related to substance 
abuse and also helps 
in adopting a happier, 
healthier and positive 
lifestyle. He highlighted 
on various sporting 
and youth oriented 
activities carried by the 
Department in the State.

The vote of 
thanks was given by 
SuchitraRasaily,SNO,NSS 
Cell.  Zumba trainer 
of the Department, 
PhurbaDoma Bhutia 
carried out the online 
zumba session which is 
going to be held for the 
next 15 days.

MP provides PPE kits to STNM staff
summit report
Gangtok, 26 Jun:

Member of Parliament, 
Indra Hang Subba 

handed over 1000 PPE 
Kits (complete set) 
with N-95 Masks, 1000 
VRL Kits and 200 Pulse 
Oximeters from 2nd 
consignment bought 
under MPLADS fund to the 
Medical Superintendent 
in the presence of AMS, 
STNM Hospital, Gangtok, 
today.  A press release 
informs that the MP was 
accompanied by the 
Executives of Students’ 
Wing (SKM Party).

On 23 June, 500 PPE 
Kits (complete set) with 

N-95 Masks and other 
Covid-19 essential kits 
were handed over to 
AMS of the same Hospital 

for the protection and 
safety of the Medical 
Professionals deployed in 
Isolation Ward.

Lockdown and addiction 
suniL dangaL

The outbreak of COVID-19 
virus has drastically changed 

the perspective pertaining to 
addiction of different forms 
in children and youths of our 
society. Lockdownaddiction are 
interrelated like two face of a 
coin and had has its own pros 
and cons.Lockdown brings about 
sharp decline in the availability 
of addictive substances in the 
market if it is strictly followed. 
This gradually leads a substance 
abuser to the state of withdrawal 
which in numerous occasions 
becomes unmanageable to the 
abuser causing serious physical 
and psychological illness. Medical 
intervention along with empathic 
approach is must during this 
period. It is therefore crucial to 
strengthen de addiction centres 
and keep it well equipped and 
accessible during lockdown.
Shutting down of educational 
institutions with a motive to 
maintain social distancing and 
further spreading of this lethal 
virus leading to community 
outbreak compelled the 
education stakeholders to 
conduct online classes and take 
aid of digitalization.Undoubtedly 
it did opened a new horizon in 
teaching learning process; it also 
produced fresh set of mobile and 

Internet addict children who 
are busy in all sorts of social 
networking sites, online mobile 
gaming,and apps of different 
forms and to porn sites. In some 
cases, easy access to mobile 
phones has enabled children to set 
their meeting zone for unhealthy 
and unproductive activities. Many 
teenagers have turned out to be 
paid labourers in various sectors 
enabling them to have access to 
money, self-respect and identity. 
Now they have become capable 
enough to buy their own stuffs 
of dual nature, both positive and 
negative. It is highly predicted that 
the school shall witness high rate 
of dropout ratio post lockdown 
as for the majority of these 
teens, the smell of cash is much 
luring than that of knowledge. If 
these children are not monitored 
adequately, it’s going to be very 
challenging to bring them back to 
the mainstream.
In the context of Sikkim, complete 
lockdown at its initial stage played 
a pivotal role in controlling the 
Pandemic, however lifting up the 
lockdown of liquor shop either 
to interrupt the black marketing 
or for some other unavoidable 
reasons has exposed the dark side 
of drug dependence of the state.  It 
has left a very bad impression on 
our youth.

The brighter side of this lockdown 
pertaining to addiction is that, 
it has provided the parents with 
ample opportunity to understand 
and empathize their children 
problems and reflect back on 
their positive aspect. It also 
gave an opportunity to help and 
support the victim during the 
withdrawals related to alcohol 
and other substance abuse. Had 
the lockdown on liquor not been 
lifted so early and through proper 
medical interventions; there was 
an immense chance in the growth 
of recovered alcoholic patients in 
our State!!
The mission initiated by SAATHI 
to combat drug abuse and related 
disorders like suicide among our 
youths in the state shall only be 
on track if we all join hands for 
this noble cause. We all need to 
play our role wisely, be a vigilant 
parent, frame appropriate policies 
and extend individual support for 
lending a better society to our 
coming generation. “Together we 
can.”
Let’s all pray together for getting 
rid of this unruly and shabby path 
of COVID-19 cloud and everything 
turns normal very soon.Stay at 
home, stay healthy and safe.

[The writer is a teacher 
coordinator with Sikkim Against 
Addiction Towards Health India]

US health officials estimate 20M Americans have had virus
Washington, Jun 
26 (AP): US officials 
estimate that 20 million 
Americans have been 
infected with the 
coronavirus since it first 
arrived in the United 
States, meaning that 
the vast majority of the 
population remains 
susceptible.

Thursday’s estimate 
is roughly 10 times as 
many infections as the 
2.3 million cases that 
have been confirmed. 
Officials have long known 
that millions of people 
were infected without 
knowing it and that 
many cases are being 
missed because of gaps 
in testing.

The news comes 
as the Trump 
administration works to 
tamp down nationwide 
concern about the 
COVID-19 pandemic as 
about a dozen states 
are seeing worrisome 
increases in cases.

The administration 
also looks to get its 
scientific experts back 
before the public more as 
it tries to allay anxieties 
about the pandemic 
while states begin 
reopening.

Since mid-May, when 
the government began 
stressing the need to get 

the economy moving 
again, the panel’s public 
health experts have been 
far less visible than in the 
pandemic’s early weeks.

Twenty million 
infections means that 
about 6% of the nation’s 
331 million people have 
been infected.

“It’s clear that many 
individuals in this nation 
are still susceptible, Dr. 
Robert Redfield, director 
of the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, 
said on a call with 
reporters Thursday.

Our best estimate 
right now is that for 
every case that was 
reported, there actually 
are 10 more infections. 
Previously, CDC officials 
and the nation’s top 
i n f e c t i o u s - d i s e a s e 
expert, Dr. Anthony Fauci, 
have said that as many as 
25 per cent of infected 
people might not have 
symptoms.

There’s an enormous 
number of people that 
are still vulnerable, said 
Dr. Joshua Sharfstein, 
vice dean at the Johns 
Hopkins Bloomberg 
School of Public Health.

“It still remains a 
potentially lethal disease. 
It’s a roll of the dice for 
everybody who gets 
the illness. Also, you’re 

rolling the dice for other 
people who you may give 
the virus to.

The new estimate is 
based on CDC studies of 
blood samples collected 
nationwide some by the 
CDC and others from 
blood donations and 
other sources. Many 
infections were not 
caught in early testing, 
when supplies were 
limited and federal 
officials prioritized 
testing for those with 
symptoms.

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
officials are pointing to 
the new data to allay 
public anxieties, claiming 
that while there have 
been significant spikes, 
they have the outbreaks 
well in hand.

They maintained 
they were not trying 
to minimise a public 
health crisis, but said the 
nation is in a markedly 
different place with the 
virus now than when 
the US last saw similar 
infection numbers in 
mid-April, when testing 
infrastructure was 
weaker.

The officials spoke on 
condition of anonymity 
late Wednesday to 
discuss the matter 
candidly.

This is still serious, 

Redfield said on the call 
with reporters Thursday. 
But I’m asking people to 
recognize that we’re in a 
different situation today 
than we were in March 
or April, with more cases 
today in younger people 
who are not as likely to 
develop serious illness 
or die from infection, he 
said.

President Donald 
Trump, who refuses 
to wear a face mask 
in public, has been 
playing down the 
virus threat, insisting 
recently that it’s fading 
away, it’s going to fade 
away. Vice President 
Mike Pence, during an 
appearance in Ohio, 
said the U.S. had met 
the moment” in fighting 
the virus.

Redfield said 
infection prevalence 
rates ranged from 1 per 
cent in some areas of 
the West Coast to much 
higher in New York City.

Several independent 
experts said the methods 
and locations of sampling 
are key to interpreting 
the numbers.

Dr. Thomas Tsai, 
a Harvard University 
health policy researcher, 
said 20 million seems 
reasonable, but most of 
these estimates exist in a 

range and it’s important 
to know how wide that is.

It’s hard to interpret 
this just from a single 
number and without 
the context for it, such 
as what locations were 
sampled and whether 
it was truly a random 
slice of a population 
or areas of low or high 
prevalence, which can 
skew the results.

Justin Lessler, a 
researcher at Johns 
Hopkins Bloomberg 
School of Public Health, 
said 20 million infected 
“is about what you’d 
expect based on the 
case fatality rate and the 
number of deaths that 
have occurred so far in 
the U.S.

Despite the phaseout 
of daily White House 
coronavirus briefings, 
the administration has 
been closely monitoring 
data on the spread of 
COVID-19 and has been 
deploying teams from 
the CDC to identify and 
stem outbreaks around 
the country.

A dozen states in 
recent weeks have seen a 
worrisome uptick in new 
cases, as well as in the 
more critical measure 
of the percentage of 
positive cases discovered 
in tests performed.

supreme Court okays scheme proposed 
by CBse for Class X, Xii exams 

New Delhi, 26 Jun: The 
Supreme Court accepted 
a Central Board of 
Secondary Education 
(CBSE) scheme where 
students of class 10 and 
12 will be assessed for 
the exams cancelled 
due to the pandemic by 
taking an average of their 
best performance in the 
papers they have already 
taken.

The cancelled 
exams were originally 
scheduled between July 1 
and 15. Solicitor General 
Tushar Mehta, for CBSE, 
said the assessment 
scheme is available on 
the official website.

“Assessment of 
the performance of 
students in the cancelled 
examinations will be 
done based on the 
assessment scheme,” a 
three-judge Bench led by 
Justice A.M. Khanwilkar 
referred to the CBSE 

notification in a 10-page 
order.

The Bench said its 
order and the notification 
will govern “any petition 
pending in this court 
or any other court 
concerning the subject of 
conducting examinations 
for classes 10 and 12 by 
the CBSE scheduled from 
July 1 to July 15”.
iCse pLan

The ICSE, 
represented by senior 
advocate Jaideep 
Gupta, said it will have 
a “slightly different” 
assessment scheme 
from that of the CBSE. 
The ICSE had also 
cancelled its exams 
scheduled between July 
1 and 14. Mr. Gupta 
informed the court that 
its scheme would be 
available on its website 
in a week.

According to the 
CBSE scheme, students 

of Class X and XII who 
have completed their 
exams would be assessed 
on their performance. 
Those who have taken 
the exam in more than 
three subjects will 
be assessed after the 
average in their three 
best performing subjects 
is taken to assess their 
scores for the cancelled 
papers. 

If students have 
appeared for only three 
exams so far, the average 
of the best two subjects 
would be taken as 
their scores in the 
cancelled papers. In 
a few cases such as 
Delhi, if students have 
appeared in one or two 
subjects, the average 
of these marks along 
with their internal and 
practical scores would 
be used for assessment. 
Assessment results 
would be out by July 15.

Teerth purohits 
demand 
dismantling of 
Devasthanam 
Board
Uttarkashi, June 26 
(PTI): A relay hunger 
strike by teerth purohits 
demanding dismantling 
of the newly constituted 
Devasthanam Board 
to run the affairs of 
chardham entered its 
second day on Friday.

Teerth purohits have 
been opposing the board 
which was constituted 
through a legislation 
earlier this year to take 
over the management 
of 51 temples, including 
chardham.

Teerth purohits at 
Gangotri and Mukhba 
sat on a relay fast for the 
second consecutive day 
on Friday demanding that 
the board be dismantled.

They also shouted 
slogans against the state 
government, accusing it 
of passing the legislation 
for the creation of the 
board without taking 
them into confidence, 
Gangotri Mandir Samiti’s 
vice president Arun 
Semwal said.

Facebook.com/
summittimessikkim
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Yes, Let’s Listen First
…because no battle against drugs can 

succeed sans wider collaborations

It is now more than thirty years since the United 
Nations convened a Special Session of its General 

Assembly to deliberate on the drug problem. The 
realization that substance abuse had reached 
alarming figures came much later to Sikkim and the 
societal involvement required to combat it is still 
awaited.

Be that as it may, the world observed the 
International Day Against Drug Abuse and Illicit 
Trafficking on 26 June. Events for the day were 
subdued because of social-distancing norms, but 
that does not mean that the significance should 
be lost. The idea behind every such effort should 
always be to listen first and listening early enough. 
Listening to children and youth is the first step 
to help them grow healthy and safe. As a society, 
we need to understand and practice this.

The effort should be to increase support for 
prevention of drug use that is based on science 
and is thus an effective investment in the well-
being of children and youth, their families and their 
communities. Few themes could be more apt for 
Sikkim in its struggle with containing substance 
abuse. But before Sikkim gets around to “listening 
first”, there will be abundant tokenism and maybe, 
just maybe, even some genuine concern. What are 
known as the harder drugs have still not proliferated 
in Sikkim and the abuse of prescription drugs 
remains the larger worry. On this day, Sikkim could 
do well by brain-storming on how its policy makers 
can pay heed, recognize what those caught in the  
substance abuse trap go through and appreciate 
their individual battles to get clean and stay sober. 
Sikkim does not do that often. Sikkim also needs to 
listen to the first line of defence, the people who 
work with addicts, reach them counseling and then 
handhold them through recovery. Nobody anywhere 
appears to listen to them enough.

The State also needs to address how trafficking 
of these substances of abuse can be curtailed. 
Agreed, there is a Sikkim-specific Anti Drugs Act 
in place now, but there is still very little follow-
up on its effectiveness. Also, because the law was 
framed without taking suggestions from recovered 
addicts and health workers, it is nowhere near as 
compassionate as the drafters intended it to be. It 
will be a good idea to discuss this Act threadbare now 
that the timing is opportune. Not only will this clear 
a lot of things for the police personnel themselves, 
but the suggestions and tweaks that might shuffle out of 
the debate could make this Act really as comprehensive, 
considerate and effective as a law framed to take on 
addiction should be.

Law enforcers should also reach out sans prejudice to 
the recovered addicts and volunteers who work among 
people suffering from chemical dependency. The laws 
are invariably in black in white, but the drug route 
into Sikkim operates in a grey nexus. Only people 
who have suffered in the hands of this nexus and 
survived will have the intelligence and commitment 
to work out the subtleties with which it can be 
broken. This is actually an urgent requirement 
because the crackdown on trafficking of substances 
of abuse in Sikkim is at best earnest; it also needs 
to be effective. Drug control is after all a shared 
responsibility and it is time that the law enforcement 
agencies invited some sharing. On that note, it is 
also time that parents started getting more involved 
in the anti-addiction initiatives because every child 
is already at risk, and detached, uninformed parents 
make them even more vulnerable.

Liverpool, Premier League champions: ‘A proud 
supporter of the reds, i felt blue for 30 years. no longer’
john wiLLiams
theconversation.com

What were you doing 30 years 
ago? Were you even born? Let me 

mark your card here. Research at CERN 
in Switzerland by British computer 
scientist Tim Berners-Lee in 1989-90 
would eventually result in the World 
Wide Web, linking hypertext documents 
into an information system accessible 
from any node on the network (thanks 
for that, Wikipedia). In other words, the 
internet was just being conceived.

There was no social media back 
then, little reality TV. Mobile phones – 
when you knew someone who had one 
– were like bricks. Elton John was top 
of the charts – can’t remember what 
with, but it was probably on a compact 
disc. Try describing this cultural and 
information wasteland to anyone under 
30 today. It sounds like an era of steam 
engines, sticky-backed plastic, string 
and cardboard. And it was the last time 
my team, Liverpool FC, were league 
champions in England. When you grow 
up with your football team winning, 30 
years is a lifetime.

So it was a bit bizarre, watching 
two clubs, Manchester City and 
Chelsea, neither of which I’d ever 
want to win anything, knowing that 
if Chelsea could stop City winning, 
Liverpool would secure the greatest 
prize in English football, for the first 
time in 30 years.

And when, 13 minutes from 
the end, with the scores level – still 
enough for Liverpool to take the title – 
Chelsea scored a penalty to go 2-1 up 
against ten men, I knew it was finally 
heading to Anfield. There was nobody 
in the stadium to burst into rapturous 
applause, but hearts were racing 
across Merseyside, and around the 
world among followers of Liverpool 
FC.

IT’S BEEN A LONG WAIT
Back in the summer of 1990, I 

had just blagged a gig for The Times 

to write a piece about fans at the 
European Cup final in Vienna: AC 
Milan 1, Benfica 0. Everyone was 
perfectly behaved and I remember 
composing some stupid remark home 
about these wonderful people and 
how little street theft and disorder 
there was in places abroad such 
as Milan. Until, of course, I actually 
visited Milan.

Back then, this was about the only 
way that English fans could connect to 
elite continental football. We were still 
banned as a country from European 
club football because of the Heysel 
Stadium disaster in 1985 where 39 
people died and 600 were injured 
as some of my club’s fans disgraced 
themselves and the nation in Brussels 
– and plenty of people back home had 
had about enough of dismal stadia and 
the brutality of English fan culture. 

The shame of Heysel, weirdly, 
seemed only to spur Liverpool FC to 
new heights on the pitch, confirm 
the club’s domestic power and its 
importance for local people. We even 
won the domestic double in 1986, 
almost did it again in 1988, and 
almost did it again in 1989. Famously, 
losing the title to Arsenal in 1989 
in dramatic, last gasp, fashion came 
only weeks after the shock of the 
Hillsborough disaster. We were still 
in turmoil. I sat on the steps of the 
Kop that night as Arsenal celebrated, 
thinking that Liverpool winning the 
league title again wouldn’t have felt 
right with so many dead fans to grieve 
for. I wasn’t heartbroken at defeat.

One more league title did come, 
in 1990, but by then our charismatic 
managers and the great Liverpool 
players of this era – Kenny Dalglish 
was still manager, but his glory days 
were behind him. And so many 
others – a stellar roll call – Souness, 
Hansen, Rush, even John Barnes, 
were gone, past their best or retired. 
Their replacements were often sub-

standard. It was the end of a glorious 
road, 25 years of fantastic success.

WILDERNESS YEARS
Liverpool FC would now lose 

traction, fall behind their key rivals. 
This was mainly because the club 
was still run as a superior corner 
shop, reluctant to embrace change – 
club secretary Peter Robinson even 
opposed new computer software for 
the finance staff.

But it was also because the longer-
term baggage of these awful disasters 
of the 1980s engulfed the club, its 
staff and its supporters. The old 
Anfield boot room aura of competitive 
coaching advantage would now no 
longer work in this new, more global, 
age of sports science, international 
player recruitment, and billionaire 
foreign owners. Buying the best of 
British was no guarantee of success, 
as it once had been for Liverpool in 
the 1970s and 1980s.

The aftermath of Hillsborough also 
produced an agenda for nationwide 
stadium modernisation, a moment 
when the game itself in England 
was completely reconstructed and 
repackaged. This came with the birth 
of the brassy new, commodified FA 
Premier League in 1992, the rise of 
satellite TV as a major new funder for 
English football, and the globalisation 
of the elite levels of the English game, 
made possible by new technology and 
new marketing and communication 
techniques. Liverpool FC took time to 
reconnect, still stuck in their old ways.

KLOPP RULES THE KOP
It has taken 30 years for us 

to get back to the very top – the 
occasional wonderful European 
triumph and other domestic trophies 
notwithstanding (I have seen them 
all). We almost went under completely 
in 2010, rescued by our current 
owners, the Americans at FSG, only 
at the 11th hour in the High Court. 
In 2014, a cruel Steven Gerrard slip 

robbed us, at the last, of a certain title. 
There were tears on the Kop.

A year later, and a hippy-looking, 
bearded smoker breezed in from 
Germany, apparently drunk on Kool-
Aid, to tell us that Bill Shankly himself 
had been resurrected with a dentist’s 
smile, and that he was going to build 
a new fortress at Anfield. This new 
coach was soon even scolding his 
own supporters in the Liverpool Main 
Stand for leaving matches too early. 
Who was this guy?

Jurgen Klopp has somehow 
whizzed Liverpool football club back 
to the 1960s, when the city was 
iridescent and its ambitious young 
Scottish manager and his players 
believed anything was achievable – 
and then went on to show how. The 
“heavy metal” global team Klopp has 
built in five years, with its Dutchmen, 
Brazilians, Africans and Brits, is the 
best I have seen at Anfield – and I have 
pretty much seen them all. It may 
even be the best ever to play at the 
highest level in the English game. It is 
close to perfect.

Which is why it is both agony and 
ecstasy now, watching Liverpool, my 
club, claim this first title for 30 long 
years, not from my Block 207, Row 15, 
Seat 60 place on the Kop, but from the 
unwelcome comfort of my living room. 
Nobody is even sitting in the stadium 
where I should be. At least the season 
has not been voided as some scared 
accountants and club chief executives 
initially wanted. And not even Pep 
Guardiola’s brilliant Manchester City 
could stop us.

But COVID-19 has meant our own, 
long-awaited, 19th league title will 
have to be consumed and celebrated 
home and alone. It is hard to take – I 
do want to get out and scream – but 
after 30 years, and in the current 
circumstances, I can live with that.

[the writer is Senior Lecturer in 
Sociology, University of Leicester]

How deforestation helps deadly viruses jump from animals to humans
amY Y. Vittor, gaBrieL ZoreLLo Laporta 
& maria aniCe mureB saLLum
theconversation.com

The coronavirus pandemic, suspected of 
originating in bats and pangolins, has brought 

the risk of viruses that jump from wildlife to 
humans into stark focus.

These leaps often happen at the edges of the 
world’s tropical forests, where deforestation is 
increasingly bringing people into contact with 
animals’ natural habitats. Yellow fever, malaria, 
Venezuelan equine encephalitis, Ebola – all of these 
pathogens have spilled over from one species to 
another at the margins of forests.

As doctors and biologists specializing in 
infectious diseases, we have studied these and 
other zoonoses as they spread in Africa, Asia and 
the Americas. We found that deforestation has been 
a common theme.

More than half of the world’s tropical 
deforestation is driven by four commodities: beef, 
soy, palm oil and wood products. They replace 
mature, biodiverse tropical forests with monocrop 
fields and pastures. As the forest is degraded 
piecemeal, animals still living in isolated fragments 
of natural vegetation struggle to exist. When human 
settlements encroach on these forests, human-
wildlife contact can increase, and new opportunistic 
animals may also migrate in.The resulting disease 
spread shows the interconnectedness of natural 
habitats, the animals that dwell within it, and 
humans.

YELLOW FEVER: MONKEYS, HUMANS AND 
HUNGRY MOSQUITOES

Yellow fever, a viral infection transmitted by 
mosquitoes, famously halted progress on the 
Panama Canal in the 1900s and shaped the history 
of Atlantic coast cities from Philadelphia to Rio de 
Janeiro. Although a yellow fever vaccine has been 
available since the 1930s, the disease continues to 
afflict 200,000 people a year, a third of whom die, 
mostly in West Africa.

The virus that causes it lives in primates and is 
spread by mosquitoes that tend to dwell high in the 
canopy where these primates live.

In the early 1990s, a yellow fever outbreak 
was reported for the first time in the Kerio Valley 
in Kenya, where deforestation had fragmented the 
forest. Between 2016 and 2018, South America 
saw its largest number of yellow fever cases in 
decades, resulting in around 2,000 cases, and 
hundreds of deaths. The impact was severe in the 
extremely vulnerable Atlantic forest of Brazil – a 
biodiversity hotspot that has shrunk to 7% of its 
original forest cover.  Shrinking habitat has been 
shown to concentrate howler monkeys – one of the 
main South American yellow fever hosts. A study 
on primate density in Kenya further demonstrated 
that forest fragmentation led a greater density of 
primates, which in turn led to pathogens becoming 
more prevalent.

Deforestation resulted in patches of forest that 

both concentrated the primate hosts and favored 
the mosquitoes that could transmit the virus to 
humans. MALARIA: HUMANS CAN ALSO INFECT 
WILDLIFE

Just as wildlife pathogens can jump to humans, 
humans can cross-infect wildlife.

Falciparum malaria kills hundreds of thousands 
of people yearly, especially in Africa. But in the 
Atlantic tropical forest of Brazil, we have also found 
a surprisingly high rate of Plasmodium falciparum 
(the malaria parasite responsible for severe 
malaria) circulating in the absence of humans. 
That raises the possibility that this parasite may 
be infecting new world monkeys. Elsewhere in the 
Amazon, monkey species have become naturally 
infected. In both cases, deforestation could have 
facilitated cross-infection.

We and other scientists have extensively 
documented the associations between deforestation 
and malaria in the Amazon, showing how the malaria-
carrying mosquitoes and human malaria cases are 
strongly linked to deforested habitat. 

Another type of malaria, Plasmodium knowlesi, 
known to circulate among monkeys, became a concern 
to human health over a decade ago in Southeast Asia. 
Several studies have shown that areas sustaining 
higher rates of forest loss also had higher rates of 
human infections, and that the mosquito vectors 
and monkey hosts spanned a wide range of habitats 
including disturbed forest. 

VENEZUELAN EQUINE ENCEPHALITIS: 
RODENTS MOVE IN

Venezuelan equine encephalitis is another 
mosquito-borne virus that is estimated to cause tens 
to hundreds of thousands of humans to develop 
febrile illnesses every year. Severe infections can 
lead to encephalitis and even death.

In the Darien province of Panama, we found 
that two rodent species had particularly high rates 
of infection with Venezuelan equine encephalitis 
virus, leading us to suspect that these species may 
be the wildlife hosts.

One of the species, Tome’s spiny rat, has 
also been implicated in other studies. The other, 
the short-tailed cane mouse, is also involved in 
the transmission of zoonotic diseases such as 
hantavirus and possibly Madariaga virus, an 
emergent encephalitis virus.

While Tome’s spiny rat is widely found in 
tropical forests in the Americas, it readily occupies 
regrowth and forest fragments. The short-tailed 
cane mouse prefers habitat on the edge of forests 
and abutting cattle pastures.

As deforestation in this region progresses, these 
two rodents can occupy forest fragments, cattle 
pastures and the regrowth that arises when fields 
lie fallow. Mosquitoes also occupy these areas and can 
bring the virus to humans and livestock.

EBOLA: DISEASE AT THE FOREST’S EDGE
Vector-borne diseases are not the only zoonoses 

sensitive to deforestation. Ebola was first described 
in 1976, but outbreaks have become more common. 

The 2014-2016 outbreak killed more than 11,000 
people in West Africa and drew attention to 
diseases that can spread from wildlife to humans.

The natural transmission cycle of the Ebola 
virus remains elusive. Bats have been implicated, 
with possible additional ground-dwelling animals 
maintaining “silent” transmission between human 
outbreaks.  While the exact nature of transmission 
is not yet known, several studies have shown 
that deforestation and forest fragmentation were 
associated with outbreaks between 2004 and 2014. In 
addition to possibly concentrating Ebola wildlife hosts, 
fragmentation may serve as a corridor for pathogen-
carrying animals to spread the virus over large areas, 
and it may increase human contact with these animals 
along the forest edge.

WHAT ABOUT THE CORONAVIRUS?
While the origin of the SARS-CoV-2 outbreak 

hasn’t been proved, a genetically similar virus has 
been detected in intermediate horseshoe bats and 
Sunda pangolins.

The range of the Sunda pangolin – which is 
critically endangered – overlaps with the intermediate 
horseshoe bat in the forests of Southeast Asia, where 
it lives in mature tree hollows. As forest habitat 
shrinks, could pangolins also experience increased 
density and susceptibility to pathogens? In fact, in 
small urban forest fragments in Malaysia, the Sunda 
pangolin was detected even though overall mammal 
diversity was much lower than a comparison tract 
of contiguous forest. This shows that this animal is 
able to persist in fragmented forests where it could 
increase contact with humans or other animals that 
can harbor potentially zoonotic viruses, such as bats. 
The Sunda pangolin is poached for its meat, skin 
and scales and imported illegally from Malaysia and 
Vietnam into China. A wet market in Wuhan that sells 
such animals has been suspected as a source of the 
current pandemic.

PREVENTING ZOONOTIC SPILLOVER
There is still a lot that we don’t know about how 

viruses jump from wildlife to humans and what might 
drive that contact.

Forest fragments and their associated landscapes 
encompassing forest edge, agricultural fields and 
pastures have been a repeated theme in tropical 
zoonoses. While many species disappear as forests 
are cleared, others have been able to adapt. Those that 
adapt may become more concentrated, increasing the 
rate of infections.

Given the evidence, it is clear humans need to 
balance the production of food, forest commodities 
and other goods with the protection of tropical 
forests. Conservation of wildlife may keep their 
pathogens in check, preventing zoonotic spillover, 
and ultimately benefiting humans, too.

[Amy Y. Vittor is Assistant Professor of 
Medicine, University of Florida; Gabriel Zorello 

Laporta is Professor of biology and infectious 
diseases, Faculdade de Medicina do ABC; 
Maria Anice Mureb Sallum is Professor of 

Epidemiology, Universidade de São Paulo]
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murder accused’s house vandalised in Bengal

Howrah (WB), Jun 25 
(PTI): Protesters on 
Thursday vandalised 
the house of a TMC 
panchayat member’s 
husband who was among 
two persons arrested 
for allegedly pushing 
a woman to her death 
when she tried to stop 
them from molesting 
her daughter, in West 
Bengal’s Howrah district, 
police said.

BJP activists staged a 
protest with the woman’s 
body outside the 
Uluberia sub-divisional 
court, demanding the 
death penalty for the 
accused, they said.

No lawyer 
represented the accused 
when they were 
produced before the 
court, which sent them to 
14-day judicial custody.

As the BJP cadres 
took the woman’s body 
to her Gopalpur Shibtala 
village, a few activists 
of the saffron party and 
some locals staged a 

protest in front of the 
accused’s house.

Suddenly, someone 
from inside the house 
threw a sharp object at 
the agitators in which 
one of the deceased’s 
relatives got injured, local 
BJP leader Premangshu 

Rana said.
Incensed over the 

fresh incident, the 
protesters vandalised 
the accused’s house and 
the situation normalised 
only after additional 
police forces were 
deployed, he said.

State BJP Mahila 
Morcha president 
Agnimitra Paul, Amta’s 
Congress MLA Asit 
Mitra and CPI(M) leader 
Kaninika Ghosh also 
visited the village.

Paul called on the 
women to protect 

themselves from “TMC 
goons” with whatever 
weapon was in hand.

Bagnan’s TMC MLA 
Arunava Sen said that the 
accused will be punished 
and nobody should take 
the law into their hands.

The two accused had 
allegedly tried to molest a 
college student while she 
was alone on the terrace of 
her house in the village on 
Tuesday night. When her 
mother rushed upstairs 
on hearing her screams, 
the accused had allegedly 
pushed her down. She was 
critically injured and later 
died on the way to the 
hospital.

The victim said she 
had recognised one of 
the accused as the local 
panchayat member’s 
husband before the duo 
fled the scene.

The TMC expelled 
the man from the party 
amidst claims by the 
panchayat member that 
her husband was being 
framed.

Odisha: 218 new COVID-19 cases; tally crosses 6,000
Bhubaneswar, Jun 
26 (PTI): Odisha’s 
COVID-19 tally on 
Friday crossed the 
6,000-mark, with 218 
more people, including 
seven NDRF personnel, 
testing positive for 
the infection, a Health 
Department official 
said.

With these fresh 
patients, the total 
number of coronavirus 
cases in the state rose to 
6,180, he said.

Of the fresh cases, 
191 were reported from 
different quarantine 
centres where 
returnees have been 

staying for preliminary 
observation.

Seven National 
Disaster Response Force 
personnel, who had 
returned from cyclone 
Amphan restoration 
work in West Bengal, 
were also in quarantine 
facilities and tested 
positive for COVID-19, 
while the remaining 
cases were detected 
during the contact-
tracing exercises, the 
official said.

A total of 289 
personnel of disaster 
response teams of NDRF, 
ODRAF and Odisha Fire 
Service and nine jawans 

of Border Security Force 
have been infected with 
the virus in the state, he 
said.

The highest number 
of fresh cases, excluding 
the NDRF personnel, 
were reported from 
Ganjam district at 49.

Jagatsinghpur (29), 
Gajapati (27), Bhadrak 
(25), Khurda (17), 
Sundergarh (11) and 
Pur (10) were among 
the districts where new 
cases were found.

Ganjam is the worst-
hit district with 1,137 
cases, and the local 
administration has 
declared a four-day 

shutdown in Berhampur 
Municipal Corporation 
area from Saturday, the 
official said.

The shutdown will 
be imposed to carry 
out contact tracing and 
door-to-door survey, 
district collector V A 
Kulange said, adding 
that 70 teams have 
been formed for these 
purposes.

They will examine 
the health condition of 
citizens and take stock 
of the home quarantine 
status, he said.

H o w e v e r , 
emergency medical 
services and milk 

delivery have been 
kept out of the purview 
of the shutdown, the 
collector said.

With fresh patients, 
Odisha has now 1,865 
active cases, while 
4,291 people have 
recovered from the 
disease.

Seventeen people 
have succumbed to the 
disease in the state, 
while seven others, 
who had tested positive 
for the infection, died 
due to “non-COVID 
reasons”, the official 
said. The state on 
Thursday conducted 
4,773 tests, he added.

Villagers want ‘China mukku’ 
area in their town renamed

Pathanamthitta, June 
26 (PTI): People of a 
sleepy hamlet in Kerala 
are seeking a change of 
name of ‘China mukku’ 
area in the the wake of 
the recent violent India-
China face off in the 
Galwan valley, which left 
20 Indian soldiers dead.

The name ‘China 
Mukku’ (China Junction), 
was given by none other 
than India’s first Prime 
Minister Jawaharlal 
Nehru when he visited 
the area for the 1952 Lok 
Sabha polls, panchayat 
officials said.

During the election 
campaign, Nehru’s 
entourage was welcomed 
with a sea of Congress 
flags. However when they 
reached this particular 
spot, a communist 
dominated area, he saw 
red flags everywhere, 
prompting him to ask 
whether it was ‘China 
junction’, they told PTI.

The name has stuck 
on since then, they said.

Praveen Plavilayil, 

the gram panchayat vice 
president had moved a 
resolution on June 23, 
seeking permission for a 
name change.

“The name of 
the area should be 
changed considering 
the warlike situation 
created by China and the 
martyrdom of the brave 
Indian soldiers,” he said.

Panchayat President 
M Rejani said that a 
decision would be 
taken after a council 
meeting which would be 
convened soon.

“We will call a council 
meeting since we have 
got a request from 

our panchayat vice-
president.

Some people from 
the area have also 
demanded that the name 
be changed.

We first need to look 
into the matter as this 
is not an official name 
or anything. We don’t 
have a post office under 
that name nor is it a big 
town,” Rejani said.

The Congress led 
United Democratic Front 
enjoys a majority in the 
panchayat, with 12 of the 
total of 18 members.

Five are from the 
CPI(M) and one is an 
independent.

Temporary suspension of foreign work visas threatens scholarly engagement: Harvard
Washington, Jun 26 
(PTI): The temporary 
suspension of foreign 
work visas, including the 
most sought-after H-1B 
visas, is a short-sighted 
policy that threatens 
scholarly engagement, 
a top US university has 
said.

Harvard University 
Spokesperson Jonathan 
L Swain on Thursday 
said that though this 
does not affect student 
visas or Optional 
Practical Training (OPT) 
but it is disappointing 
that the executive order 
bans entry to certain 
new non-immigrant 
visa holders, including 
the H-1B.

On Monday, US 
President Donald Trump 
issued a proclamation 
to suspend the most 
sought-after H-1B visas 
along with other types 
of foreign work visas 
until the end of 2020 
to protect American 
workers in a crucial 
election year.

Trump argued that 

the step was essential 
to help millions of 
Americans who have 
lost their jobs due to 
the current economic 
crisis. The temporary 
suspension, the White 
House, argues will 
make more than half 
million jobs available to 
Americans.

In our view, this is 
a short-sighted policy 
that threatens scholarly 
engagement, Swain 
told the university 
publication The Harvard 
Crimson.

The H-1B visa is a 
non-immigrant visa that 
allows US companies to 
employ foreign workers 
in specialty occupations 
that require theoretical 
or technical expertise. 
The technology 
companies depend on it 
to hire tens of thousands 
of employees each year 
from countries like India 
and China.

Days before 
President Trump issued 
the proclamation to 
suspend several types of 

work visas, University 
President Lawrence 
S Bacow urged his 
administration to 
enact forward-thinking 
immigration policies .

In a June 2 letter 
to Secretary of State 
Michael Pompeo and 
Acting Secretary of 
Homeland Security Chad 
Wolf, Bacow urged to 
reject efforts to curtail 
specific programmes for 

international scholars: 
namely, OPT and the 
STEM Extension.

OPT allows students 
who have completed at 
least one academic year 
to use their student visas 
to work in the US for one 
year to gain professional 
experience that relates 
to their field of study 
and complements their 
education, Crimson said.

Students who receive 

degrees in science, 
technology, engineering, 
and math fields may also 
apply for an additional 24 
month extension, known 
as the STEM Extension, it 
said.

Experiential learning 
is an important practical 
experience as well as 
a recruitment tool for 
those seeking to welcome 
top talent, Bacow wrote 
in the letter.

trump administration asks supreme 
Court to invalidate obamacare

(CNN): In the midst of a 
global pandemic with the 
presidential election just 
months away, the Justice 
Department asked 
the Supreme Court on 
Thursday to invalidate 
the Affordable Care Act, 
the landmark health 
care law that enabled 
millions of Americans to 
get insurance coverage 
and that remains in effect 
despite the pending legal 
challenge.

In a late-night filing, 
Solicitor General Noel 
Francisco said that once 
the law’s individual 
coverage mandate and 
two key provisions 
are invalidated, “the 
remainder of the ACA 
should not be allowed to 
remain in effect.”

The justices will hear 
arguments in the case 
sometime next term, 
although it is unclear if 
they will occur before the 
November election.

The dispute ensures 
another major shift in 
the political landscape 
during the election 
season on an issue that 
has dominated American 
politics for the last 
decade. It will be the third 
time the court has heard 
a significant challenge to 
the law. The case pits a 
coalition of Democratic 
attorneys general led by 
California and the House 
of Representatives, 
which are defending 
the law, against the 
Trump administration 
and a group of red state 
attorneys general led by 
Texas.

At issue is whether 
the law’s individual 
mandate was rendered 
unconstitutional because 
Congress reduced the 
penalty for remaining 
uninsured to zero and, if 
so, whether that would 
bring down the entire 
law. A federal appeals 
court in December ruled 
that the mandate was 
unconstitutional but 
punted the decision 
on which, if any, of the 
law’s provisions could 
be retained back to the 
district court -- which 
had previously found 
the entire law to be 
invalidated.

The administration 
has generally sided with 
the Republican attorneys 
general but recently 
argued that the entire 

law should fall but that 
the ruling should only 
apply to the 18 states that 
brought the challenge.

In Thursday’s 
filing, Francisco 
stressed, “Nothing the 
2017 Congress did 
demonstrates it would 
have intended the rest 
of the ACA to continue 
to operate in the absence 
of these three integral 
provisions.”

He said that “the 
entire ACA thus must 
fall with the individual 
mandate, though the 
scope of relief entered 
in this case should be 
limited to provisions 
shown to injure the 
plaintiffs.”

House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi sharply criticized 
the administration after 
the late-night filing.

“President Trump 
and the Republicans’ 
campaign to rip away the 
protections and benefits 
of the Affordable Care 
Act in the middle of the 
coronavirus crisis is 
an act of unfathomable 
cruelty,” she said in a 
statement Thursday.

Earlier Thursday, Joe 
Biden, the presumptive 
Democratic presidential 
nominee, lashed out at 
President Donald Trump 
for continuing to support 
upending the law.

“Today, his 
Administration is filing 
a brief with the Supreme 
Court to rip health care 
coverage away from 
23 million Americans 
— including 224,000 
Wisconsinites,” Biden 
said, remarking on 
Trump’s visit to the 
Badger State Thursday. 
“Every American 
deserves the peace of 
mind that comes (with) 
access to affordable, 
high-quality health 
care.”

Biden, who is 
planning to make a 
new health care push 
on protecting the 
Affordable Care Act 
this week, was vice 
president when former 
President Barack Obama 
signed the bill into law 
in 2010. He is calling 
for strengthening it 
by making federal 
premium subsides more 
generous and allowing 
more people to qualify 
for subsidies. He would 
also add a government-

run public option 
and would lower the 
Medicare eligibility age 
to 60.

Meanwhile, Priorities 
USA, a pro-Biden super 
PAC, is rolling out a 
television ad entitled 
“Failing On Health Care,” 
which highlights Trump’s 
continued effort to 
undermine Obamacare 
and will run in 
Wisconsin, Pennsylvania 
and Michigan. Also, it 
is releasing a digital ad 
entitled “Pull the Plug,” 
which emphasizes that 
133 million Americans 
with pre-existing 
conditions could lose 
protections and their 
costs could rise if 
Trump’s Supreme Court 
challenge is successful.

California Attorney 
General Xavier Becerra 
defended the law at 
a campaign event for 
Biden on Wednesday, 
saying it enabled millions 
of Americans to gain 
coverage, particularly 
Black, Latino and Asian 
Americans.

“The ACA has been 
life-changing and now 
through this pandemic, 
we can all see the value 
in having greater access 
to quality health care 
at affordable prices,” 
he said, noting that 
Black Americans are 
four times more likely 
to be hospitalized with 
coronavirus. “Now is 
not the time to rip away 
our best tool to address 
very real and very deadly 
health disparities in our 
communities.”

About 11.4 million 
people signed up for 
2020 Obamacare polices 
on the exchanges, while 
nearly 12.7 million low-
income adults have 
gained coverage through 
Medicaid expansion. 
It allows young adults 
up to age 26 to stay on 
their parents’ policies 
and bans insurers from 
denying coverage to 
those who buy their own 
policies or charging them 
more because of pre-
existing conditions. And 
it lets many people obtain 
free birth control, annual 
physicals, mammograms 
and cholesterol tests.

It affects nearly all 
Americans, many of 
whom aren’t aware of the 
law’s impact.

The filings come a day 

after House Democrats 
unveiled a bill to enhance 
the landmark law. 
Similar to Biden’s plan, it 
would make Obamacare 
policies more affordable 
by bolstering federal 
premium subsidies 
-- limiting monthly 
premiums to 8.5% of 
enrollees’ income and 
allowing more middle 
class Americans to 
receive the subsidies by 
eliminating the income 
cap of four times the 
poverty level. It also tries 
to entice more states 
to expand Medicaid to 
low-income adults by 
covering 100% of the 
cost for the first three 
years.

And it would 
reverse several moves 
made by the Trump 
administration to 
weaken the law, 
including restoring 
funds for marketing and 
enrollment assistance 
during Obamacare’s 
annual sign-up period.

The move in the 
House, led by Pelosi, 
seeks to draw a sharp 
contrast between the 
parties on health care, an 
issue that’s become even 
more pressing amid the 
coronavirus pandemic.

“It was wrong 
anytime,” the California 
Democrat said of the 
administration’s stance. 
“Now, it’s beyond stupid.”
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Kop joy: Liverpool fans flood 
Anfield, 1st title in 30 years

Liverpool, Jun 26 (AP): 
The sun had just set over 
Anfield and on a 30-year 
wait to be champions 
of England again when 
the fireworks started to 
explode into the twilight.
A signal went out across 
Merseyside. The drought 
was finally over for 
Liverpool.
At first there were just a 
dozen supporters who 
watching on phones 
and listening on radios 
outside this hallowed 
stadium. They were soon 
surrounded by a sea 
of thousands snaking 
from the entrance to the 
Kop past the The Albert 
Pub to the Hillsborough 
memorial.

And as darkness 
eventually engulfed 
Liverpool’s home on this 
mid-summer’s evening, a 
red haze of smoke began 
to light the skies.

Waving flares and 
flags, Liverpool’s faithful 
found a way to share 
this moment together 
on Thursday, even in a 
pandemic. It’s hard to 
stay apart when a three-
decade mission has been 
accomplished, even 
though the crowning 
moment came without 
Liverpool players being 
on the field.

The squad had to 
watch on television, just 
like the fans, as second-
place Manchester City 
lost 2-1 at Chelsea and 
left Liverpool 23 points 
in front. With seven 
games to go, Liverpool 
cannot be caught.

“This is bliss, 
61-year-old fan Francis 
Murphy said as fans 
clambered onto the 
Main Stand behind him. 
I have supported them 

all my life and to go 30 
years without winning 
the league really hurts. 
But we are back, and 
Liverpool will stay back.”

Jurgen Klopp, the 
German manager who 
has restored a winning 
mentality to Liverpool 
with his brand of heavy 
metal football, already 
led the club its sixth 
European club title last 
year.

If I tried to start 
talking about it again I 
will start crying again 
and that doesn’t work 
really well, Klopp said.

I am completely 
overwhelmed. I don’t 
know, it’s a mix of 
everything. I am relieved, 
I am happy, I am proud. 
The twice-weekly 
COVID-19 testing that 
allowed the Premier 
League to resume last 
week after a 100-day 
suspension enabled 
Klopp to join his squad 
and staff for a viewing of 
the game from Stamford 
Bridge.

We thought maybe 
not compulsory, Klopp 
said. I know who will 
stay at home and watch 
it alone will regret it for 
the rest of his life. So we 
came here together. It is 
our bubble.”

Liverpool became 
England’s earliest 
and latest champion: 
clinched with the most 
games to spare and by 
the latest calendar date.

This title had hardly 
been in doubt since 
December. A fluid, 
attacking style of play 
earned 28 wins and two 
draws in 31 games with a 
loss at Watford.

The world has 
watched the fierce 
determination of this 
club on the field for 
every single match, said 
John Henry, Liverpool’s 
American owner, the 
preparation, the resolve 
and the talent of those 
who put together 
perhaps the greatest 
league performance ever 
in any country’s history.

The club was 25 
points clear when the 
league was abruptly 
halted by the coronavirus 
in March.

Null and void became 
the dreaded term in the 
red half of Liverpool, 
amid fears the season 
could be canceled 
completely. When 
Liverpool returned on 
Sunday, a 0-0 draw at 
Everton delayed the 
crowning moment. The 
team rediscovered its 

scintillating attacking 
form as it swept aside 
Crystal Palace 4-0 on 
Wednesday inside an 
empty Anfield.

Fans couldn’t go to 
pubs, which have been 
shut since March.

We are not going 
to complain and make 
a fuss, said 21-year-
old defender Trent 
A l e x a n d e r - A r n o l d , 
a lifelong fan. It’s 
something we’ve always 
dreamed of.

But the police adopted 
a relaxed approach to 
allow the outpouring 
of emotion outside 
Anfield. Thousands filled 
the streets long after 
midnight singing club 
anthems old and new 
from You’ll Never Walk 
Alone to Allez, Allez, 
Allez.”

You want to be 
amongst it, said 23-year-
old supporter Libby 
Stevens, who wasn’t alive 
when Liverpool last won 
the league.

In 1990, the top tier 
was still called the 
First Division and 
the Liverpool held 
the English record 
with 18 titles. But 
the inception of the 
Premier League in 
1992 transformed 

the landscape of the 
English game.

Liverpool faded and 
Manchester United won 
13 Premier League titles 
in 21 seasons. United 
manager Alex Ferguson 
succeeded in his mission 
of knocking Liverpool off 
their perch by helping the 
Mancunians become 20-
time English champions 
and one of the wealthiest 
teams in the world.

There was one 
United fan at the Anfield 
celebrations John Restall, 
who was accompanying 
Liverpool-supporting 
partner Christine Banks 
It’s not been nice, him 
winding me up all the 
time, she said, and now 
it’s my turn.

Henry’s experiment of 
bringing back 1990-title 
winning manager Kenny 
Dalglish was short-lived: 
an eighth-place finish 
in 2012 was the club’s 
lowest in 18 years.

Brendan Rodgers’s 
finished two points shy 
of champion Manchester 
City in 2014 after captain 
Steven Gerrard slipped 
on the field and gave 
away a goal is a critical 
loss to Chelsea.

Klopp arrived in 
October 2015 and 
Liverpool finished eighth 
again that season.

A slump in form saw 
Rodgers fired in 2015, 
which ushered in the arrival 
of Klopp. Money from the 
sale of Philippe Coutinho 
two years ago helped 
build an entertaining 
team led by Mo Salah and 
Roberto Firmino, bolstered 
defensively by the additions 
of goalkeeper Alisson 
and center back Virgil 
van Dijk for then-world 
record transfer fees.

klopp, the eccentric who put Liverpool back on its perch
Liverpool, Jun 26 (AP): 
Jurgen Klopp was two 
months into his tenure 
as Liverpool manager 
when he strode onto 
the Anfield turf, cajoled 
his players into lining 
up with him at the edge 
of the penalty area, and 
made them thanks fans 
in The Kop with an arm-
swinging salute.

The team had just 
scored in the fifth 
minute of stoppage 
time to rescue a 2-2 
draw against lowly West 
Bromwich Albion in the 
Premier League. It was 
hardly a result worthy of 
such a reaction, and was 
invariably the subject of 
widespread ridicule.

Yet it was typical 
of Klopp: maverick, 
u n c o n v e n t i o n a l , 
passionate, but also 
calculated.

L i i i i v e r p o o l , 
Liiiiverpool, the Kopites 
chanted back, a bond 
seemingly already forged 
with a bespectacled, 
cap-wearing, bearded 
German manager who 
was about to make them 
dream again.

Four-and-a-half years 
later, Klopp has attained 
legendary status in the 
port city in northwest 
England as the man who 
returned Liverpool to the 
top of English game after 
a 30-year wait for a 19th 
league title.

A man whose name 
will be slotted alongside 
those of other managerial 
greats at Anfield Bill 
Shankly, Bob Paisley and 
Kenny Dalglish.

Chelsea’s 2-1 win 
over Manchester City 

saw Liverpool clinch 
its first championship 
since 1990, ending one 
of the most unforeseen 
droughts in British 
sports.

European champion, 
world club champion, 
and now English 
champion. All in the 
space of 13 months and 
all under the watchful 
eye of an eccentric who 
has turned Liverpool 
from a thrilling yet 
brittle team into a cold-
blooded, trophy-winning 
juggernaut.

More than that, Klopp 
has managed to achieve 
the nearly impossible 
in this era of increasing 
soccer tribalism: he is 
almost universally liked. 
Ask fans of Manchester 
United and Manchester 
City what they think 
about the man who has 
relegated their teams 
to Premier League also-
rans this season and 
they’ll most likely speak 
of their respect and 
admiration for him.

It is easy to see why 
and not just because of 
his infectious energy and 
passion on the touchline 
and his clear man-
management skills.

In interviews and 
news conferences, 
Klopp is equally at 
home making jokes as 
he is talking politics and 
current affairs. He was 
one of the few Premier 
League managers to 
divulge his views about 
Brexit there was not one 
time in history where 
division creates success, 
he told one interviewer 
and he did so in a calm 

and thoughtful manner.
He holds strident 

opinions on player 
welfare, even if that 
means openly criticizing 
governing bodies in the 
process.

As long as nothing 
changes I will say 
something all the time,” 
Klopp said this year, 
describing himself 
mockingly as ‘The 
Moaner from Liverpool.’ 
It’s because it’s about the 
players, not one second 
about me.

Klopp is also fun, his 
loud laugh and flashing 
grin made even more 
stark after having his 
teeth whitened in late 
2017 now a staple part 
of a Premier League 
weekend.

The best word I can 
say to describe this is: 
BOOM! he said, looking 
straight into the TV 
camera and with a broad 
grin, after Liverpool beat 
Man City in March 2016. 
The reaction has turned 
into a meme.

How different it 
all would have been if 
he’d have decided to 
join Man United, with 
whom he held talks in 
2014 according to his 
biographer, Raphael 
Honigstein. Instead, 
a year later, he chose 
Liverpool as his next 
step after leaving 
Borussia Dortmund, a 
German club that has 
working-class roots, 
a strong heritage and 
a passionate fan base 
just like the team he 
was about to join as the 
replacement for Brendan 
Rodgers.

He has proved a 
perfect fit, and far 
from The Normal One 
tag he gave himself 
at his presentation at 
Anfield in October 2015 
in reference to Jose 
Mourinho’s self-styled 
Special One description.

Klopp already had 
charisma and an aura 
about him from his 
time at Dortmund from 
2008-15 with his quirky 
appearance and one-
liners, he was regarded as 
one of European soccer’s 
great personalities 
and also brought his 
trademark heavy metal 
football to Merseyside.

While that saw 
Liverpool challenge City 
as the most watchable 
team in England across 
2017 and ‘18 as Klopp 
began to put his stamp 
the team, it is only since 
he tempered his gung-ho 
style that the Reds have 
been capable of going 
toe-to-toe with City in 
terms of results.

The game-changing 
six months came at the 
start of 2018, when 
Liverpool was reinvented 
by the sale of attacking 
midfielder Philippe 
Coutinho to Barcelona for 
142 million pounds ( 244 
million) and the signings 
of center back Virgil van 
Dijk and Alisson for 99 
million and 85 million 
respectively record 
fees for a defender and 
goalkeeper at the time.

Klopp had earlier 
said he’d never splash 
those kind of sums 
Other clubs can go out 
and spend money and 
collect top players, I 

want to do it differently, 
he said in 2016 after 
United bought Paul 
Pogba for 116 million but 
he eventually succumbed 
to the realities of the 
modern-day game 
and abandoned those 
principles.

A shaky defense was 
tightened up and Klopp 
hit upon a more solid 4-3-
3 formation. The result 
has been spectacular: 
back-to-back Champions 
League finals, winning 
one and losing one; a 
97-point league season 
the third-highest in 
Premier League history 
that left Liverpool a point 
behind City in the 2018-
19 campaign; and now 
what could statistically 
go down as the greatest 
ever top-flight season.

The team’s fitness is 
second to none under 
Klopp, while his desire 
to cover all bases in his 
efforts to secure the holy 
grail that is the English 
league even saw him hire 
a throw-in coach.

Anfield is now a 
fortress again under 
Klopp, who never fails 
to talk up the power of 
the Liverpool feverish 
home support that feeds 
off their manager’s 
energy. It makes it all the 
more tough to take that 
the fans have not been 
allowed in stadiums to 
see the team finish off its 
title-winning campaign.

With Klopp having a 
contract through to 2022, 
there will likely be many 
more magic moments to 
share with their leader 
who has put Liverpool 
back on its perch.

get addicted to football, 
not to drugs: Vijayan

New Delhi, Jun 26 
(PTI): Legendary 
footballer I M Vijayan 
on Friday urged the 
country’s youngsters to 
“get addicted to football, 
not to drugs”.

The former captain, 
in his message on the 
occasion of International 
Day against Drug Abuse 
and Illicit Trafficking, 
said instead of seeking a 
quick solution through 
drugs, the youngsters 
should head to the 
football ground.

“It helps you maintain 
a biological clock. You 
have a healthy appetite, 
maintain an 8-hour sleep 
cycle which is important 
to stay fit. Get addicted 
to football, not drugs,” 
Vijayan said in a release 
from All India Football 
Federation.

“Drugs can never 
be a solution, rather 
it’s a problem rooted 
deeper. It destroys 
the lives of everyone 
around the addicted 
person. The after-effects 
are devastating,” said 
Vijayan who was recently 
recommended for the 
Padma Shri by the AIFF.

Former India 
midfielder Renedy Singh 
said drugs only push a 
person “to a black hole of 
grave crisis” while sports 
provides “positivity and 
energy”.

“Don’t jump into the 
black hole. Depression, 
u n e m p l o y m e n t , 
poverty, competition in 
professional life, family 
tragedy - we have all 
been hit by something 
or the other. Under such 
circumstances people 
turn to drugs, Renedy 
said.

“Sports, let alone 
football, provide you with 
so much positivity and 
energy which helps you 
get over this negativity 
and obstacle. It helps 
you getting healthier 
physically as well as 
psychologically.

Legendary India 
woman footballer 
Bembem Devi also 
chipped in, saying: 
“Parents provide pocket 
money to their wards 
for food, conveyance but 
they use them for drugs. 
Initially, parents stay 
unaware of it and when 
they come to know, the 
kids have already fallen 
prey to it.

“I have seen 
youngsters getting spoilt 
which in the process 
have ruined the entire 
family. The effects are 
devastating. But the 
silver lining is that many 
showing their concern 
and many organisations 
are coming forward to 
help who have been 
affected,” she added.

share trophy if game is tied, super 
Over not needed in ODIs: Taylor

New Delhi, Jun 26 
(PTI): Senior New 
Zealand batsman Ross 
Taylor would not mind 
teams sharing the 50-
over World Cup trophy 
in the rare case of a tie 
as he strongly believes 
that Super Over is not 
necessary in the One-day 
format.

The International 
Cricket Council (ICC) had 
attracted a barrage of 
criticism after England 
were declared winners 
in the World Cup final 
against New Zealand 
on boundary countback 
after the tie in regulation 
period and subsequent 
Super Over.

That forced the ICC to 
tweak the rule which will 
allow repeated Super 
Overs in the semifinals 
and final until the winner 
is decided. However, 
Taylor sees a lot of merit 
in sharing the trophy if 
the game is tied.

“I’m still undecided 
in a Super Over in a one-
day game, I think one-day 
cricket is played over such 
a long time that I have no 
problems in a tie being a tie,” 
Taylor told ESPNCricinfo.

“In T20, to continually 
go on is the right way 
to go. A bit like football 
or some other games, 
trying to get that win 

in, but I don’t think the 
Super Over is necessarily 
needed in a one-day 
game. I think you can 
have a joint winner.”

Considering the 
length of the one-day 
game, Taylor feels tie is a 
fair outcome.

“During the World 
Cup I actually went up to 
the umpires to say ‘good 
game’, I didn’t even know 
there was a Super Over. A 
tie is a tie, I suppose you 
could have this argument 
either way, but in a one-
day game I think if you 
can go 100 overs and still 
have someone equal at 
the end I don’t think a tie 
is a bad thing.”

New Zealand are 
not exactly Super Over 
specialists, having lost 
seven out of eight across 
formats.

“One over across 50 
overs or 20 overs is tough 
to swallow, but if we are 
in that same situation we 
still back ourselves. First 
and foremost you have to 
try and win the game in 
the allocated time.

“We haven’t been able 
to be ruthless enough 
there, and if we can do 
that and not even let it 
get into a Super Over 
then hopefully the right 
results comes,” Taylor 
added.

Tokyo Olympics 
must firm up 
$3.3 billion in 

sponsor income
Tokyo, Jun 25 (AP): 
Local sponsors have 
chipped in a record 
3.3 billion to support 
the postponed Tokyo 
Olympics.

That’s at least two 
times more than any 
previous Olympics, and 
it amounts to almost 
60% of the income for 
the privately funded 
operating budget. 
Another 14% of the 
income is budgeted 
from ticket sales, which 
could be in jeopardy 
with empty venues a 
possibility because of the 
coronavirus.

With the games 
delayed for a year, 
sponsors will be asked 
to sign up again. Tokyo 
spokesman Masa Takaya 
said talks would begin 
next month.

We are planning 
to start sitting 
together with those 
companies, including 
the arrangement and 
content of the contract, 
in the very near future, 
Takaya said this week in 
an on-line briefing with 
reporters.

A poll published 
earlier this month by 
Japanese broadcasters 
NHK said two-thirds of 
sponsors are undecided 
about extending for 
another year.

S i x t y - s e v e n 
companies have signed 
up as local sponsors 
for the Olympics or 
Paralympics, most 
lined up by Dentsu 
Inc, the giant Japanese 
advertising agency that 
serves as the exclusive 
marketing agency for 
Tokyo 2020.

Tokyo organizers 
also say they have to 
re-negotiate contracts 
with 11 so-called TOP 
sponsors, who also have 
long-term contracts with 
the IOC.

The Japanese 
newspaper Asahi 
reported this week, 
citing unnamed sources, 
that organizers will be 
asking for “more sponsor 
fees payments. This 
could face opposition, 
with many companies 
struggling with the 
pandemic and a loss of 
revenue.

Organizers cannot 
afford a drop off 
in revenue. Local 
estimates suggest the 
delay will cost 2 billion 
to 6 billion.

The Switzerland-
based International 
Olympic Committee 
says it will pick up 
650 million to defray 
the cost of delay. The 
rest is on the local 
organizing committee, 
and various levels of 
Japanese government.

Governments are 
picking up the vast 
majority of the costs for 
Tokyo. A government 
audit report put the 
overall cost at about 
25 billion.

Organizers and the 
IOC say they are hoping 
to cut costs next year 
by downsizing and 
simplifying.

They have yet 
to offer concrete 
examples nor list the 
amount of money 
saved. Suggestions 
are rumored to be 
reducing the torch 
relay and combining 
the opening and 
closing ceremonies 
for the Olympics and 
Paralympics.
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israel says it reached deal with 
UAE to jointly fight virus

Jerusalem, Jun 26 (AP): 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu 
said Thursday that his 
government and the 
United Arab Emirates 
will soon announce a 
partnership in the fight 
against the coronavirus.

The deal, which the 
UAE later said involved 
two private companies, 
comes despite recent 
warnings from UAE 
officials that Israel’s 
planned annexation of 
parts of the occupied 
West Bank would harm 
its efforts to improve 
relations with Arab 
states.

In a speech to 
graduating Israeli fighter 
pilots, Netanyahu said 
an announcement 
was expected in a few 
moments and came 
after months of intense 
contacts.

This collaboration 
will be in the fields 
of research and 
development, technology, 
in areas that will improve 
the confidence in health 
throughout the region, 
he said.

The Emirates’ state-
run WAM news agency 
later published an item 
acknowledging two 
private firms signed a 
deal with two Israeli 
companies to develop 
research and technology 
to fight COVID-19,” 
the illness caused by 

the coronavirus. The 
announcement did not 
name the firms.

As a result of the 
pandemic’s spread 
worldwide, it is 
imperative to place the 
protection of humanity 
at the forefront of global 
action to overcome this 
unprecedented crisis, 
WAM said.

It’s unclear what 
that research will 
involve. The UAE has 
been working closely 
with China on the virus.

Israel and the UAE, 
home to Dubai and 
Abu Dhabi, do not 
have formal diplomatic 
relations, but they are 
believed to maintain 
close behind-the-scenes 
contacts because of 
their shared concerns 
about Iran.

Earlier this month, 
the UAE’s ambassador 
to the United States 

published an op-ed in 
an Israeli newspaper 
confirming that ties had 
improved but warning 
Israel that proceeding 
with annexation would 
upend any efforts to 
normalise relations with 
Arab states.

A n n e x a t i o n 
will certainly and 
immediately upend 
Israeli aspirations for 
improved security, 
economic and cultural 
ties with the Arab 
world and with UAE, 
Ambassador Yousef al-
Otaiba wrote.

However, last week, 
another leading UAE 
official said it was open 
to cooperating with 
Israel on efforts to 
combat the coronavirus 
and other humanitarian 
issues despite the 
political disagreement 
over annexation.

Can I have a political 

disagreement with Israel 
but at the same time try 
and bridge other areas of 
the relationship? I think 
I can, Anwar Gargash, 
the UAE’s minister of 
state for foreign affairs, 
said in an interview with 
the American Jewish 
Committee advocacy 
group.

Last month, the 
UAE sent a cargo plane 
to Israel loaded with 
coronavirus-related aid 
it said was destined for 
the Palestinians. The 
Palestinian Authority 
said it could not receive 
the aid because there 
had been no prior 
coordination.

Netanyahu has vowed 
to annex all of Israel’s far-
flung settlements and the 
strategic Jordan Valley, 
which together amount 
to around 30% of the 
occupied West Bank.

President Donald 

Trump’s Middle East 
plan endorsed the move, 
which has been rejected 
by the Palestinians and 
much of the international 
community.

Israel could begin 
the annexation process 
as soon as July 1, but the 
Trump administration 
may apply the brakes in 
an effort to revive peace 
negotiations. The UAE 
is a close and influential 
U.S. military ally.

Opponents of 
annexation say it 
would make it virtually 
impossible to create a 
viable Palestinian state 
in the West Bank, east 
Jerusalem and Gaza, 
territories seized by 
Israel in the 1967 war. 
A two-state solution is 
still widely seen as the 
only way of resolving the 
conflict.

Netanyahu has 
boasted of quietly 
improving ties with 
Arab states, but full 
normalisation still 
appears unlikely 
without a resolution 
of the conflict with the 
Palestinians.

Jordan and Egypt 
are the only two Arab 
countries to have made 
peace with Israel. 
Jordan, another close 
U.S. ally, is staunchly 
opposed to any 
annexation, saying it 
would cause a massive 
conflict.

pope moves against polish bishop accused of hiding predators
ROME, JUN 26 (AP): 
Pope Francis has ordered 
a Polish bishop to leave 
his central diocese and 
let someone else run 
it while he is under 
investigation for covering 
up cases of sexual abuse 
that were featured in 
a second clergy abuse 
documentary that has 
rocked Poland’s Catholic 
Church.

Francis on Thursday 
named the archbishop 
of Lodz, Grzegorz Rys, 
to temporarily take over 
as head of the Kalisz 
diocese.

The Vatican’s 
ambassador, in 
explaining the decision, 
said the current Kalisz 
bishop, Edward Janiak, 
67, retains the title of 
Kalish bishop for the 
time being. But the 
explanation, posted late 
Thursday on the Polish 
bishops conference 
website, said Janiak must 
leave the territory of the 
diocese and can’t have 
any form of influence on 
how it is run.

In May, the online 
documentary Playing 
Hide and Seek, exposed 
two cases of pedophile 
priests that Janiak 
handled, first as an 
auxiliary bishop of 
Wroclaw and then as 
bishop of Kalisz, which 
he has headed since 
2012.

It featured court 
testimony about Janiak’s 
role helping transfer 
one priest, subsequently 
convicted and defrocked, 
from Wroclaw to another 
diocese even after a 
criminal investigation 
had begun.

The film also 
documented another 
case of alleged cover-up 
of another priest during 
Janiak’s time as Kalisz 
bishop.

The film suggests 
Janiak didn’t follow 
the Vatican’s own in-
house rules to report 
allegations against the 
Kalisz priest to the Holy 
See, and did so only after 
the case gained media 
attention.

The diocese 
maintains no actual 
victims had lodged 
a formal complaint, 
though the parents 

of one victim did. An 
audiotape of their 2016 
meeting, in which Janiak 
berates the parents, 
provides one of the more 
chilling moments of the 
documentary.

The film was the 
second on Polish clergy 
abuse by brothers 
Tomasz and Marek 
Sekielski, after their first 
one last year, Tell No 
One, triggered a national 
reckoning in a country 
where there is no higher 
moral authority than the 
Catholic Church and its 
clergy.

That film elicited an 
apology from Archbishop 
Wojciech Polak, the 
Primate of Poland, and 
prompted at least one 
cleric to leave priestly 
life.

Polak in May wrote 
to the Vatican reporting 
the allegations against 

Janiak and asking for an 
investigation into them. 
Poznan Archbishop 
Stanislaw Gadecki was 
tasked with carrying 
out a preliminary 
investigation. He has said 
he wouldn’t comment 
while it is underway.

Later in May, 
Kalisz’s leading 
priests were asked 
by a local bishop to 
sign a letter to the 
Vatican pledging 
confidence in Janiak. 
But most refused and 
instead sent a letter 
asking for Vatican 
clarification into the 
allegations against 
him, Catholic magazine 
Wiez said.

Such a display of 
priests disobeying their 
bishop is unusual in 
the Catholic hierarchy, 
particularly in 
conservative Poland, and 

suggests that the level 
of public outcry over sex 
abuse is growing and 
changing attitudes inside 
the church.

In early June, Janiak 
was hospitalised with 
the suspicion he had 
suffered a stroke. Further 
examination showed he 
was just heavily drunk.

Both Sekielski films 
carry English subtitles 
and are available on 
YouTube. As of Thursday, 
Tell No One, had 
registered 23.8 million 
views; Playing Hide 
and Seek registered 7.3 
million views since its 
premiere May 16.

rebuking China, senate moves 
to protect hong kong autonomy

Washington, Jun 26 
(AP): In a bipartisan 
rebuke of China, the 
Senate has unanimously 
approved a bill to 
impose sanctions on 
business and individuals 
including the police that 
undermine Hong Kong’s 
autonomy or restrict 
freedoms promised to 
Hong Kong residents.

The bill targets 
police units that have 
cracked down on Hong 
Kong protesters, as well 
as Chinese Communist 
Party officials 
responsible for imposing 
a strict national security 
law on Hong Kong, 
which is considered a 
special administrative 
region within China 
and maintains its own 
governing and economic 
systems.

The measure also 
would impose sanctions 
on banks that do business 
with entities found to 
violate the law.

The measure, 
sponsored by Republican 
Senator Pat Toomey 
of Pennsylvania and 
Democratic Senator Chris 
Van Hollen of Maryland, 
comes as tensions 
over Hong Kong have 
increased over the past 
year as China has cracked 
down on protesters and 
sought to exert more 
control over the former 
British territory.

President Donald 
Trump has said the 
administration will 
begin eliminating the 
full range of agreements 
that has given Hong 
Kong a relationship with 
the US that mainland 

China lacked, including 
exemptions from controls 
on certain exports.

He said the State 
Department would begin 
warning US citizens of 
the threat of surveillance 
and arrest when visiting 
the city.

Today, the Senate 
stood up to the 
communist regime in 
Beijing and stood with 
the people of Hong Kong, 
Toomey said.

The mandatory 
sanctions established in 
this bill will punish those 
in China who seek to 
undermine Hong Kong’s 
autonomy or erode the 
basic freedoms promised 
to Hong Kong residents 
under its one country, 
two systems concept.

Van Hollen said the 
bill takes “meaningful 
action to hold China and 
its proxies to account 
for their ongoing efforts 
to extinguish liberty 
and democracy in Hong 
Kong.’

The legislation “sends 
a strong, bipartisan 
message that the United 
States stands with the 
people of Hong Kong,’ he 
added.

The Senate vote 
came a week after one 
of the bill’s co-sponsors, 
Senator Kevin Cramer, 
blocked it at the request 
of the White House.

Several technical 
changes involving 
possible Treasury 
Department sanctions 
improved the bill and 
made it more likely 
to win White House 
approval, Cramer said 
on Thursday.

I am grateful my 
colleagues and the 
Treasury Department 

were able to work 
together to improve the 
bill, bettering its chances 

of becoming law,’ he said 
after the vote.

“It affirms our support 
for the people of Hong 
Kong who are fighting for 
their freedom. I urge the 
House to take it up and 
send it to the president’s 
desk. The White House 
did not immediately 
respond to a request for 
comment.

In a related vote, the 
Senate also approved 
a measure stating that 
enactment of the bill 
would put the Beijing 
government in direct 
violation of the 1984 
Sino-British Joint 
Declaration, a treaty 
that ended British 
rule in Hong Kong and 
granted the city partial 
sovereignty in 1997.

With the world 
focused on the pandemic, 
Beijing thinks this is 
their opportunity to 
steamroll Hong Kong,’ 
said Senator Josh Hawley, 
the resolution’s sponsor.

China has said it 
wants to improve” the 
lives of those who live in 
Hong Kong, but reality, 
that means stripping 
the people of Hong Kong 
of the basic rights and 
liberties guaranteed to 
them under the 1984 
treaty, Hawley said.

We must stand up 
to China’s continued 
imperialism and 
respond strongly to 
any crackdown in 
Hong Kong, including 
reconsideration of 
China’s special trade 
status with the US, 
Hawley said.

The Senate legislation 
now goes to the House.
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E-mail: contact.synapse@gmail.com/ 
irshad_ali123@rediffmail.com



8 SummitTIMES | 27 June 2020

BLONDE BOMBSHELL! The model, Emily Ratajkowski 
steps out for a coffee run in New York City.
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Sachin Tendulkar’s Son Arjun Fired On Twitter 

For ‘nepotism’, Myth Busted By 2016 Article
Sachin Tendulkar: A post has been 

doing the rounds on social media 
which shows that Arjun Tendulkar 
was selected over a clearly much more 
deserving candidate.

Bollywood actor Sushant Singh 
Rajput’s death sparked a fierce debate 
on social media about the nepotism that 
exists in India, which has often led to 
talent being sidelined. A lot of people 
claimed that it was nepotism that led to 
the Sushant Singh Rajput suicide case. 
The 34-year old actor hung himself at 
his Bandra residence on June 14.

Arjun Tendulkar was rightly selected 
in U-16 West Zone team over Pranav 
Dhanawade.

Since then, a post has been doing the 
rounds on social media which shows 
that Arjun Tendulkar, son of the great 
Sachin Tendulkar, was selected over a 
‘much more deserving candidate’ Pranav 
Dhanawade. This post had been viral for 
a long time and has again resurfaced on 
social media in the wake of the recent 
debates around nepotism.

Several people claimed that Arjun 
Tendulkar being selected over Pranav 

Dhanawade is a clear case of nepotism, 
which means that it is through 
influential connections that young 
people get more opportunities in an 
industry. However, when facts about the 
claim were checked, they were found to 
be misleading.

Pranav Dhanawade is the son of a 
Kalyan auto-rickshaw driver, who hit 
a world-record 1009 not out off 327 
balls with 129 fours and 59 sixes back 
in January 2016. In doing so, he had 

surpassed former England batsman 
Arthur Collins’ score of 628, made in 
1899. Dhanawade had made history 
when he scored a 1000 runs during 
the H.T. Bhandari Cup inter-school 
cricket tournament organised by the 
Mumbai Cricket Association (MCA). The 
teenager received a lot of praise from 
the cricketing fraternity. Even the likes 
of Sachin Tendulkar himself, Harbhajan 
Singh and MS Dhoni congratulated 
Dhanawade for his achievement.

Christopher Nolan’s Tenet’ pushed to August 12
Los Angeles, Jun 26 (PTI): Warner 
Bros has moved its Christopher Nolan-
directed espionage thriller Tenet from 
July 31 to August 12.

It’s the second delay for the highly-
anticipated movie, which was originally 
scheduled to release on July 17 but was 
postponed to July 31 due to coronavirus 
pandemic. Warner Bros. is committed to 
bringing Tenet’ to audiences in theaters, 
on the big screen, when exhibitors are 
ready and public health officials say it’s 
time. In this moment what we need to 
be is flexible, and we are not treating 
this as a traditional movie release.

We are choosing to open the 
movie mid-week to allow audiences to 
discover the film in their own time, and 
we plan to play longer, over an extended 
play period far beyond the norm, to develop a very different 
yet successful release strategy, a Warner Bros spokesperson 
said in a statement to Deadline.

The studio has also delayed the US re-release of Nolan’s 

sci-fi blockbuster Inception, in honour of the film’s 10th 
anniversary, to July 31. Tenet features John David 
Washington, Robert Pattinson, Elizabeth Debicki, 
Kenneth Branagh, Aaron Taylor-Johnson, Michael Caine, 
Clemence Poesy, Dimple Kapadia and Himesh Patel.

Jade Pettyjohn joins cast of ‘The Big Sky’

Los Angeles, Jun 26 (PTI): Newcomer Jade 
Pettyjohn has boarded the cast of ABC thriller 
series “The Big Sky”.

Pettyjohn most recently appeared in 
Hulu’s “Little Fires Everywhere”, opposite 
the likes of Reese Witherspoon and Kerry 
Washington.

“The Big Sky”, which hails from creator 
David E Kelley, recently received a straight-
to-series order from the network.

In the show, the 19-year-old actor 
will star alongside Katheryn Winnick, 
Ryan Phillippe and Natalie Alyn Lind. 
The cast also includes John Carroll 
Lynch and Dedee Pfeiffer.

The Montana-set thriller centres 
around private investigator Cassie 
Dewell, who partners with former 
police officer Jenny Hoyt on a search for 
two sisters who have been kidnapped by 
a truck driver on a remote highway.

The pair discovers the girls are not 
the only ones who have disappeared 
in the area and must race against time 
to stop the killer before another is 
abducted.

Pettyjohn will star as Grace Sullivan, 
one of the two kidnapped sisters. 

Described as a tough girl with wisdom beyond 
her years, Grace is kidnapped alongside her 
older sister Danielle, but not without a fight.

Kelley will write multiple episodes and 
also serve as showrunner on the first season.

Ross Fineman, Matthew Gross, Paul 
McGuigan, and Box are executive producing 
the show which will be produced by A+E 
Studios and 20th Century Fox Television.

Laure de Clermont-Tonnerre in talks 
to direct Lady Chatterley’s Lover’

Los Angeles, Jun 
26 (PTI): The 
Mustang filmmaker 
Laure de Clermont-
Tonnerre is in 
negotiations to direct 
Lady Chatterley’s 
Lover adaption for 
production company 
3000 Pictures.

Life of Pi writer 
David Magee has 
adapted the 1928 DH 
Lawrence novel into a script, reported Variety.

The story centres on Lady Chatterley, a rich woman 
married to a man that she eventually falls out of love 
with. She engages in a torrid affair with a gamekeeper 
on their English estate, discovering more desire and 
intimacy than she thought possible.

The novel has been previously adapted into a 
movie in 1981, with actor Sylvia Kristel, and a 2015 
TV version featuring Richard Madden.

Laurence Mark along with Blueprint Pictures’ 
Pete Czernin and Graham Broadbent is producing the 
project.

Marisa Paiva and Nikki Cooper are overseeing the 
project for 3000 Pictures.

Neil Burger boards sci-fi movie 
‘Summer Frost’ as director

Los Angeles, Jun 26 (PTI): Filmmaker Neil Burger is set to 
direct the live-action science-fiction film “Summer Frost” for 
Skydance and Temple Hill.

The director is best known for movies such as Edward 
Norton’s “The Illusionist”, Shailene Woodley-led “Divergent” 
and Kevin Hart-starrer “The Upside”.

“Summer Frost” is based on a short story of the same 
name by Blake Crouch, according to Variety.

The story follows a VR game designer whose world is 
forever changed when one of her non-player characters starts 
acting out of programming.

The project will be produced by Marty Bowen, Isaac 
Klausner for Temple Hill, and David Ellison, Dana Goldberg 
and Don Granger for Skydance.

Burger’s upcoming movie is “Voyagers”, which features an 
ensemble cast of Colin Farrell, Tye Sheridan, Lily-Rose Depp, 
Fionn Whitehead, and Isaac Hempstead Wright.

ARIES:
Aren’t you tired of trying to control every 
comma and every full stop in the script of 
your life? Yes, you are the conscious creator 
of your reality, but there are some things that 
are beyond your control. This is a truth you are 
being asked to acknowledge today. Step into the 
role of the observer, Aries, as you begin to trust 
the wisdom of the Whole. What is meant to be, 
will be. Que sera sera.
Tip: Let go of your false sense of control.
TAURUS:
If you feel like you’re stuck in a rut, you probably 
are. It’s time to zoom out of your circumstances 
and view them from a higher perspective. 
Here are five ways to get on board with the 
motivation train at a time like this. 1: Look 
beyond the illusion created by your 3D reality 
and recognise that everything is transient. 2: 
Revisit the list of goals you penned down earlier 
this year. 3: Update your vision board. 4: Say 
your affirmations out loud. 5: Exercise. Move 
your body. Activate those feel-good hormones.
Tip: Reignite that inner fire.
GEMINI:
It’s time to revisit your list of goals. Where do 
you stand as far as your mission is concerned? 
It’s okay if you’ve taken a minor detour. 
Reminding yourself why you started this 
journey will help you re-route. You’re stepping 

into a time of magick and synchronicity, Gemini. 
You’ll find that the Universe is aligning you with 
the right people and circumstances that fuel 
your growth. Stay connected with your higher 
wisdom, and you’ll know exactly what you need 
to do.
Tip: You’re attracting people and circumstances 
that fuel your growth.
CANCER:
Maybe you were comfortable with playing 
behind the scenes earlier, but the new you 
believes the centre stage is where the magic 
is at. You have something worthwhile to say, 
Cancer. Don’t be afraid to grab the microphone 
if and when the opportunity arises. The new 
moon in your sign, which lit up the sky earlier 
this week, is also bringing forth all kinds of 
creative opportunities. Stay cognisant of them. 
Your heart always knows the best way forward.
Tip: It’s time to step onto the centre stage.
Leo:
The New Earth is a place of truth, love and 
freedom, one that supports our soul’s mission 
while providing us with resources we need in 
order to live a safe and secure existence. The 
real question is: are you willing to vibrate at 
a higher frequency, or play by the rules of the 
matrix? The abundance you require is available 
to you—now. Allow yourself to receive, Leo.
Tip: Abundance is the order of the Universe.

VIRGO:
Often, we base our self-worth on how others 
perceive us. As a result of this, we give our power 
away, and spend the better part of our lives 
catering to their needs (while putting ours on 
the backburner). The ability to give is beautiful, 
but how much is too much? Today, take a 
backseat even if it makes you uncomfortable. 
Draw a boundary. Say ‘no’ if necessary. Allow 
other people to show up for you instead.
Tip: Allow yourself to receive in the way that 
you give.
LiBra:
Librans who work in the field of media and 
communication, this is your time to shine. If 
you have a story that deserves to be told, now 
is the time to share it. Create from a space of 
authenticity and know that Spirit has got your 
back. Yes, there will be people who ask you to 
dilute your message or compromise on your 
ideals in order to pander to a larger audience. 
Don’t do anything your higher self wouldn’t 
be proud of, and yes that means saying no to a 
quick buck.
Tip: Create from a space of truth and 
authenticity.
sCorpio:
It’s time to check in with your vision board, 
Scorpio. Is it in alignment with who you are 
now or does it narrate a tale of who you used 

to be? Don’t be afraid to edit wherever necessary. 
Your dreams are allowed to change with you. 
Some of you may feel that your vision is being 
challenged by those in power. No, you don’t have 
to compromise on your ideals if you don’t want to. 
Instead of taking the defensive route, explain your 
perspective from a neutral space.
Tip: It’s time to check in with your vision board.
SAGITTARIUS:
The cards speak of love and romance, especially 
if you have been working on opening your heart. 
Maybe they’re exactly what you envisioned, and 
match your lust for life. Maybe they don’t possess 
the qualities you desire in a partner, but there’s 
an element X that’s bringing you together. Either 
way, you’re being asked to keep your judgements 
aside, take the first step, and see where this goes. 
PS: Can you imagine what your life would look like 
six months from now if things work out?
Tip: Open yourself to new love.
CAPRICORN:
While it’s true that certain dreams are merely 
for comic relief, others play a role in highlighting 
our fears and bringing certain patterns to the 
fore. Today, you’re being asked to go Freud 
on your dreams and understand what your 
subconscious is pointing you towards. This 
analysis may even help you find answers to 
questions that have been weighing you down 
and draw up a roadmap to the destination 

you’re moving towards. Turning to a therapist 
or a dream analyst could also help you make 
sense of the messages.
Tip: Pay attention to what your dreams are 
telling you.
AqUARIUS:
The groundwork has been laid. This is the moment 
of truth. You’re being asked to define how and where 
you would like to go from here. Trust that all the 
help and support you require will come through in 
divine time. There will be moments when you find 
yourself questioning your chosen path or doubting 
your dreams, but this is a limitation of your three 
dimensional mind. Your higher self knows that there 
is a whole wide Universe waiting to be explored. 
Look beyond the illusion.
Tip: Work with the law of attraction to invite the 
people and circumstances that will help you level up.
PISCES:
There are new opportunities coming your way 
but before you get caught up in the excitement, 
take a moment to assess what you truly desire. 
Is the given project in alignment with the larger 
plan you’ve dreamed up in collaboration with 
the Universe? If not, reserve the right to say no. 
It’s time to redirect your gaze to the projects 
that fulfil you, and trust that being in the 
energy of this fulfillment will help you attract 
opportunities that truly speak to you. Tip: Say 
yes to that which resonates with your soul.


