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Gangtok prays for Sri Lanka

Sagar Chettri
Gangtok, 24 Apr: 

People of Gangtok 
came together for a 

Candlelight Prayer March 
for Peace and Harmo-
ny here at MG Marg this 
evening. The event was 
organised by Scripture 
Union, Sikkim, to offer 
prayers and homage to 
the people who lost their 
lives in the serial bomb 

blasts in Sri Lanka on 
Easter Sunday.

Members of different 
communities and religions 
participated in the prayer 
march that took a round 
of MG Marg from District 
Control Room in MG Marg 
to Star Hall in New Mar-
ket and back to the start-
ing point. On the occasion, 
they offered their prayers 
and heartfelt condolences 

to victims and their fami-
lies and also prayed for the 
quick recovery of those in-
jured in these blasts.

Scripture Union Sik-
kim coordinator, Andrew 
Chettri stated that it was 
really sad that many people 
in Sri Lanka lost their lives 
in the serial bomb blasts in 
churches and hotels when 
people across the world 
were observing Easter 

Sunday. He stated that 22 
children and staff of Scrip-
ture Union, who were in a 
meeting, also lost their lives 
during these blasts.  

He stated that the main 
objective of this candle 
prayer march was to re-
member these victims in 
prayers, offer homage and 
also pray for the quick re-
covery of all injured in these 
blasts. He thanked mem-

bers from different commu-
nities and religions for their 
participation in this candle 
prayer march.

The march started 
with the opening prayers by 
United Christian Welfare 
Society of Sikkim [UCWSS] 
president, Elder Patrus 
Gurung and concluded 
with closing prayers by 
UCWSS general secretary, 
Rev Peter Samsher.

Lecture on ACT protest against 
hydel projects at IIT Delhi

Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 24 Apr:

Founder Member, Af-
fected Citizens of 

Teesta [ACT], Tseten Lep-
cha gave a lecture at the 
Indian Institute of Tech-
nology (IIT), New Delhi, 
on the occasion of Earth 
Day on 22 April at the 
Lecture Hall Complex, IIT. 
His lecture was on ‘Hydro 
Powers on River Teesta 
in Himalayan Sikkim and 
the Environmental Activ-
ism of youth’, a press re-
lease informs.

The programme was 
moderated and orga-
nized by Professor (Dr) 
Vibha Arora, who has 
done extensive studies 
on Sikkim. The lecture 
was attended by faculty 
and students of IIT. 

The program was 
also attended by faculty 
members of Jamia Milla 
Islamia University, PhD 
scholars from Jawaharlal 
Nehru University (JNU), 

PhD scholars, lawyers, 
senior social activists 
and members of Delhi 
Lepcha Association.

Mr Lepcha focused 
on the ACT movement 
against Mega Hydro Elec-
tric Power Projects in 
Dzongu and other parts 
of Sikkim.  Special ref-
erence was given to the 
role of youth, women 

and spiritual leaders 
like the Monks, Muns, 
Bongthings and Nature 
worshippers. 

This was followed 
by an interactive ses-
sion wherein Mr Lepcha 
fielded questions from 
the audience. 

Issues discussed 
included the effective-
ness of Dzumsa system 

in stopping mega hydel 
projects in comparison 
to Panchayati Raj, role 
of women in the Tees-
ta movement, inability 
of activists to prevent 
land owners from selling 
their land to the Power 
Project, role of national 
& international agencies 
in support of the move-
ment, etc.

Movie on Modi a 
hagiography which gives 
him cult status, will tilt 

electoral balance: EC to SC
New Delhi, Apr 24 (PTI): 
The biopic on Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi is 
a “hagiography”, which 
treats the subject with 
undue reverence, and its 
public screening during 
poll campaign will “tilt 
the electoral balance”, 
the Election Commis-
sion (EC) has told the 
Supreme Court while 
opposing the release of 
the movie starring Vivek 
Oberoi before the polls 
end on May 19.

In its 20-page report 
submitted to the apex 
court bench headed by 
Chief Justice Ranjan 
Gogoi on the film titled 
‘PM Narendra Modi’, the 
poll panel said that the 
biopic “produces a polit-
ical environment where 
an individual acquired 
cult status” and its pub-
lic screening during the 
period when model code 
of conduct is in operation 
would favour a particular 
political party.

The EC said “there are 
several scenes depicting 
a major opposition party 
as corrupt and showing 
them in poor light. Their 
leaders have been de-
picted in such a manner 
that their identification 
is clear and obvious to 
the viewers.”

It said that the biopic 
was more than a biog-
raphy and was a “hagi-
ography” (which treats 
the subject as saints and 
gives undue reverence) 
and the construct of the 
movie was “unabashedly 
uni-dimensional”, which 
puts an individual on a 
higher pedestal through 
use of specific symbols, 
slogans and scenes.

The report was sub-
mitted after the apex court 
had on April 15 directed 
the EC to re-examine its 
earlier order and take an 
informed decision on ban-
ning pan-India the release 
of the biopic after watch-
ing the full movie.

The court had asked 
the poll panel to provide 
its report to the producer 
of the movie.

“The committee is of 
the considered view that 
the public screening of 
the movie ‘PM Narendra 

Modi’ during the period 
of model code of con-
duct will tilt the electoral 
balance of the particular 
political party, therefore, 
the public screening of the 
movie ‘PM Narendra Modi’ 
should not be allowed till 
last date of poll on May 19 
in the ongoing elections.

The report further 
said, “Eulogising of the 
character Narendra Modi 
is very clear right through 
the movie. More than bi-
ography, it is hagiography.”

It also said that the 
biopic “produces a polit-
ical environment where 
an individual acquired 
cult status. The construct 
of this 135-minute movie 
is unabashedly uni-di-
mensional, which puts 
an individual on a higher 
pedestal through use of 
specific symbols, slogans 
and scenes. It ends up eu-
logising an individual, giv-
ing him a saintly status”.

Senior advocate 
Mukul Rohatgi, appear-
ing for film producers 
who have challenged the 
EC’s ban on the biopic’s 
release till the current 
general elections are 
over, had earlier told the 
top court that the poll 
panel has taken the de-
cision after watching a 
two-minute promo, and 
not the entire movie.

EC’s counsel Amit 
Sharma had said that 
the entire movie was not 
available and a decision to 
ban the release was taken 
after watching the trailer.

The bench had then 
asked the poll panel to 
watch the full movie and 
then take an informed deci-
sion on whether its release 
should be banned or not.

The EC had on April 
10 stalled the release of 
the film until the polls end, 
asserting that any biopic 
material with the potential 
to disturb the level-play-
ing field during elections 
should not be displayed.

The commission, in a 
separate order, had also 
directed the producers 
“not to exhibit the film ti-
tled ‘PM Narendra Modi’ 
till further orders”. The 
film was earlier set to re-
lease on April 11.
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HpV vaccination campaign gets underway in North
Mangan, 24 Apr (IPR): An inaugural 
programme of Human Papilloma Virus 
vaccination campaign for North Dis-
trict took place at Girls Senior Second-
ary School, Mangan today. Joint Director, 
Deelak Pradhan, Human Resource De-
velopment Department, North attended 
the programme as the chief guest. 

The vaccination was overseen by 
the doctors from the District Hospital, 
Mangan which comprises Dr DC Shar-
ma (CMO/N), Dr PK Basnet (DRCHO), 
Dr Roshana Bhumzan. Also present 
during the inaugural session were 
Mamta Rani Rai (School Principal), 
school faculties and students. 

At the outset of the programme, Ms 
Pradhan cut the ribbon of vaccine box 
and promoted the vaccine and immuni-
zation card, followed by offering of Kha-

das to the chief guest, doctors and Prin-
cipal of GSSS as a token of hospitality. 

Mamta Rani Rai, Principal, GSSS, 
Mangan in her welcome address, she 
spoke on importance and awareness 
on HPV vaccine. She informed that 

HPV/infection is main cause of cervi-
cal cancer and genital warts, therefore 
it is very important to get HPV vaccine 
at right age.

The inaugural vaccination pro-
gramme saw 38 girl students who 

were given 2nd dose of HPV vaccine 
while the 1st dose has already been 
completed on August 2018. 

On 24 April, six schools were se-
lected for HPV vaccination. The names 
of these schools are:

1. Mangan Girl’s Senior Second-
ary School, Mangan.

2. Kalzang Gyatso Secondary 
School, Kabi.

3. Dream Valley Academy.
4. Chungthang Secondary 

School.
5. Sonam Choda Senior Second-

ary School, Lingdong.
6. Ralak Junior High School.

The schedule for HPV vaccination 
campaign in various schools in the 
North district is as under:- 
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5.9-magnitude quake rocks 
NE, PM enquires about 

damages from Assam CM
Itanagar/Guwahati, Apr 
24 (PTI): A quake mea-
suring 5.9 shook north-
eastern states in the ear-
ly hours of Wednesday, 
the India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) said.

There was no report 
of any loss of life or dam-
age to property from 
anywhere due to the 
earthquake, authorities 
said. The epicentre of 
the quake, which hit the 
region around 1:45 am, 
was about 40-km south-
east of Along and 180-km 
southwest of Itanagar in 
Arunachal Pradesh, the 
IMD said. Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi spoke to 
Assam Chief Minister Sar-
bananda Sonowal over 
phone and enquired about 
the impact and possible 
damages caused by the 
earthquake in the state and 
other parts of the region.

“The prime minister 
despite his extremely busy 
electioneering schedule 
took out time to assess the 
impact and possible dam-
age caused by the earth-
quake.This shows his love 
and concern for Assam 
and other northeastern 
states,” Sonowal said.

While the IMD said the 
quake measured about 
5.9, the United States Geo-
logical Survey pegged it 
at 6.1. Arunachal Pradesh 
Director General of Police 

S V K Singh said he con-
tacted superintendents of 
police of all districts but 
no damage was reported 
from anywhere.

The districts where 
tremors were felt included 
those bordering Bhutan, 
Tibet and Myanmar, he 
said.  Prof Trilochan Singh, 
who was a geologist at the 
Wadia Institute of Hima-
layan Geology, described it 
as a “shallow earthquake”, 
considered dangerous for 
its impact within a radius 
of 40-50 km.

Mild earthquakes 
often occur in this Hi-
malayan state, located 
in seismic zone 5, Singh 
said. The earthquake 
zoning map of India di-
vides the country into 4 
seismic zones (Zone 2, 3, 
4 and 5) unlike its previ-
ous version, which con-
sisted of five or six zones.

According to the pres-
ent zoning map, Zone 5 ex-
pects the highest level of 
seismicity whereas Zone 2 
is associated with its low-
est level. A strong 6.3-mag-
nitude earthquake also 
struck Tibet close to India 
early Wednesday, author-
ities said. There were no 
reports of casualties.

The quake, which 
struck at 4:15 AM, jolted 
Medog county in Nyingchi 
city which is located close 
to Arunachal Pradesh.

My case is 
about shameful 
failure of state 
in protecting 
its people: 
Bilkis Bano
New Delhi, Apr 24 (PTI): 
Bilkis Bano, who was 
gang-raped during the 
2002 Gujarat riots, on 
Wednesday said the Su-
preme Court’s direction 
to the state government to 
provide her compensation 
will give hope to other vic-
tims, and called for ending 
the “hate and fear grip-
ping the country”.

She, however, lament-
ed that her family did not 
get any support and protec-
tion from the state govern-
ment during their 17-year-
long battle for justice.

“My case is about 
the shameful failure of 
the state in protecting 
its people,” Bano told a 
press conference and 
added that she faced 
much hardship in the 
years following the riots.

The Supreme court 
Tuesday directed the Guja-
rat government to give Rs 
50 lakh compensation, a 
job and accommodation to 
Bano who was gang-raped 
while seven of her family 
members were killed. The 
top court also directed the 
state government to pay 
her the compensation with-
in two weeks.

Bano said the Su-
preme Court’s direction 
to the Gujarat govern-
ment has reaffirmed her 
faith in judiciary and the 
Constitution.
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Awareness on Agri Demand Side 
management in South Sikkim

Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 24 Apr:

The Energy & Power 
Department, Gov-

ernment of Sikkim, a 
State Designated Agency 
under Bureau of Ener-
gy Efficiency, Ministry 
of Power, Government 
of India had organized 
one day awareness cum 
sensitization program on 
Agriculture Demand Side 
Management (AgDSM) 
to farmers and agricul-
ture field officials on 23 
Apr, 2019 at Krishi Vig-
yan Kendra, Namthang in 
South Sikkim, a press re-
lease informs.

The program was at-
tended by JE, Tek Maya 
Darjee, SDA and Superin-
tending Engineer, Pemba 
Lepcha, SDA. The guest 
speaker for the program 
was Nilanzan Bose, Man-
ager M/s Enfragy Solu-
tion Pvt. Ltd. Kolkata.

Chief guest for the 
program was Sr scien-
tist, IB Shivakoti, and 
guest of honour was DN 
Khatiwara, Chief Engi-
neer (SDA), Energy & 

Power Department. The 
program was funded by 
Bureau of Energy Effi-
ciency (BEE) Ministry of 
Power, Government of In-
dia.  The SDA, Sikkim had 
apprised Joint Director, 
Indian Council of Agri-
culture Research (ICAR) 
Tadong for support and 
active participation.

The State Designated 

Agency had entrusted M/s 
Enfragy Energy Solutions 
India Pvt. Ltd empanelled 
Accredited Energy Audi-
tors of Bureau of Energy 
Efficiency as resource 
person to raise awareness 
on importance of energy 
conservation in the field 
of agriculture. 

Farmers were in-
formed about how to utilise 

power efficiently in Piggery, 
Poultry farming, Rice mill 
processing, importance 
of earthing, awareness on 
Standard & Labelling of 
electrical appliances. Farm-
ers were encouraged to use 
LED bulb instead of incan-
descent bulb. 

During these pro-
grammes, SDA Sikkim 
also presented Power 

Point Presentation on 
energy conservation and 
Energy Conservation Act 
2001. On the occasion, 
SMS, Yangchen Bhutia 
gave a presentation on 
mushroom cultivation 
and Dr Chewang Nurbu 
Bhutia on animal science.

The programme was 
attended by 100 farmers 
from South District.

Expressing gratitude to the judicia-
ry for “acknowledging her suffering and 
struggle,” she said she will create a fund 
in the memory of her first child Saleha 
who was brutally killed by a mob in 
front of her eyes during the riots.

She said her elder daughter (16), 
who was in her womb during the 2002 
violence, wants to be a lawyer to fight 
for justice for others.

She said it can help other women 
survivors of communal violence in their 
journeys for justice.

“The apex court understood my 
pain, my suffering and my struggle to 
regain the constitutional rights that 
were lost to me in the violence of 2002. 
No citizen should have to suffer at the 
hands of the state whose duty is to pro-
tect us,” Bano said.

The 38-year-old said she could not 
even give a proper burial to her daugh-
ter Saleha, a feeling which has always 
haunted her and the “hateful and fear-
ful” thoughts of communal violence 
have tormented her ever since.

“I pray today that the spirit of the 
victims like her, the courage of survi-
vors, the struggles of ordinary citizens, 
and the democratic institutions of India 
will come together again and again to 
end the hate and fear that is gripping 
our country,” she said.

“My daughter Saleha’s body was lost 
in the tide of hatred that swept over Gu-
jarat in 2002. There is no grave for Sale-
ha that I could visit and weep upon. But 
her spirit has been with me. I know she 
is up there, somewhere, and through 
helping others, she will live on in the 
lives of other children,” she said.

When asked if she was satisfied with 
the life sentence given to 11 convicted 
in her case, Bano said, “My battle was 
never for revenge, it was for justice.”

Bano, who cast her vote in Devgadh 
Baria village on Tuesday, said the apex 
court’s “exemplary” direction will give 
hope to other victims of rape and com-
munal violence.

Answering a question on whether 
she will accept the government accom-

modation and job, she said she wants to 
live a stable life, a job for her husband 
Yakub, and education for her children.

According to the prosecution, on 
March 3, 2002 Bano’s family was at-
tacked by a mob at Randhikpur village 
near Ahmedabad in the aftermath of 
the Godhra riots.

Bilkis was five months pregnant 
when she was gang-raped. The trial in 
the case initially began in Ahmedabad. 
However, after Bano expressed appre-
hensions that the witnesses could be 
harmed and the CBI evidence tampered 
with, the apex court transferred the 
case to Mumbai in August 2004.

A special court on January 21, 2008 
convicted and sentenced to life impris-
onment 11 men for raping Bano and 
murdering seven of her family mem-
bers, while acquitting seven persons 
including the policemen and doctors.

The high court, on May 4, 2017, con-
victed seven people -- five policemen 
and two doctors -- under sections 218 
(not performing their duties) and sec-
tion 201 (tampering of evidence) of the 
Indian Penal Code (IPC).

The top court had on July 10, 2017 
dismissed the appeals of two doctors 
and four policemen challenging their 
conviction by the high court saying 
there was “clear-cut evidence” against 
them. One of the officers did not appeal.

The convicts had later approached 
the Bombay High Court and sought 
quashing and setting aside of the trial 
court’s conviction.

The CBI had also filed an appeal in 
the high court seeking harsher punish-
ment of death for three of the convicted 
persons on the ground that they were 
the main perpetrators of the crime.

The convicts had challenged the 
order on three main grounds - that all 
evidence in the case was fabricated 
by CBI, that Bilkis gave birth to a child 
after the incident, proving that she 
could not have been gang-raped, and 
the failure to find the bodies of some 
of her family members which proved 
that they were not killed.

My case is...

Acting on the complaints of political parties, in-
cluding the Congress, the poll panel had also said 
that any poster or publicity material concerning any 
such certified content, which either depicts a candi-
date (including prospective) for the furtherance (or 
purported to further) of electoral prospects, directly 
or indirectly, shall not be put on display in electronic 
media in the area where MCC is in force.

The Left had also opposed the release of the film, 
saying it would disturb the level-playing field for oth-
er parties in the election and was in violation of the 
Model Code of Conduct.

The Modi biopic, starring Vivek Oberoi, has been 
the most-talked about movie this election season. Di-
rected by Omung Kumar, it tells the story of Modi’s 
rise to power from his humble beginnings.

The apex court had on April 9 dismissed a petition 
filed by Congress leader Aman Panwar for a stay on 
the release of the biopic, saying the Election Commis-
sion would be an “appropriate” place to seek the re-
dressal.

The apex court had said it was not entertaining the 
petition for the stay on the release of the film which 
would be “premature” in view of the fact that the mov-
ie is yet to be certified by the Censor Board.

It said even if the film is released on April 11, as 
claimed by the Congress leader, it will be appropriate for 
him to seek a redressal from the Election Commission.

movie on modi...

25 Apr, 2019-(Thursday):
1. Mangan Secondary School.
2. Phansong Secondary School.
3. Phamtam Junior High School.
4. Dikchu Senior Secondary School.
5. Naga Secondary School.
6. Hee Gyathang Senior Secondary School.
7. Lingzya Secondary School.
26 Apr, 2019-(Friday):
1. Ringhim Secondary School, Nampatam, PS.
2. Rangrang Junior High School.
3. Thingchim Secondary School.
4. JNV School, Phodong.
5. Shipgyer/Saffo.
6. Timvong SS, Namprik JHS, Lingko PS.
7. Sandong JHS, Phidang PS.
27 Apr, 2019-(Saturday):
1. Phodong Secondary School.
2. Lachen Secondary School.
3. Gor Senior Secondary School.

28 Apr, 2019-(Sunday):
1. St. Joseph Junior High School.
2. Namok School.
3. Lachung Secondary School.
4. Mangshilla Secondary School.
5. Lingthem Senior Secondary School.

29.04.2019-(Monday):
1. Passingdang Senior Secondary School.
2. Noam Pry. School.
3. Lingdem Pry. School. 

30 Apt, 2019-(Tuesday):
1. Singhik Senior Secondary School.
2. Eklavya Model Residetial School.

1 May, 2019-(Wednesday):
1. Pakshep JHS.
2. Manul Secondary School Naday/Meyong.

2 May, 2019-(Thursday):
1. North Sikkim Academy and Little Flower 

School.

HpV vaccination...

Governor begins two-
day tour of West Sikkim

Gyalshing, 24 Apr 
(IPR):  The two-day West 
Sikkim visit of Governor, 
Ganga Prasad, official-
ly started today from 
NHPC Hingdam where he 
planted tree saplings for 
cleaner environment. 

The Governor then 
visited the Alpine Cheese 
Factory at Dentam where 
he met with the Manager 
and staff. The Manager 
explained in detail the 
process of how cheese 
and other products are 
produced. Mr Prasad 
toured the factory and 
interacted with the offi-
cials whilst addressing 
them with ideas to in-
crease production and 
assured to help them in 
every possible way.  

He then proceeded 
towards the Dentam For-

est Guest House where 
he met with farmers of 
Dentam and members of 
the Self Help Groups.

The Governor in his 
address to the farmers 
and SHGs mentioned his 
deep desire to meet with 
the farmers and Pancha-
yats of the region which 
he has been doing since 
the beginning of his ten-
ure in Sikkim. 

He also assured the 
farmers that their prob-
lems would be dealt with 
swiftly regarding their 
produce which needs to 
be properly marketed. 
Further, he mentioned 
that the farmers need 
to benefit from their 
produce and the state’s 
organic policies have in-
deed made the state fa-
mous in the country for 

which the farmers are 
the pillars. He also men-
tioned that the organic 
products are in huge 
demand for which he 
has constantly kept 
bringing the issue of 
helping the farming 
community to the no-
tice of the Government.

He also stressed on 
the importance of Wa-
ter harvesting which 
should be practiced well 
in areas facing acute 
shortages of water. He 
acknowledged the con-
tributions of the farm-
ers which he feels that 
should not be gone un-
noticed hence the issues 
would be given priority.

The Governor also 
distributed blankets 
to the needy people of 
Dentam.

Centre for Addiction Medicine 
at Chuwatar helping youth

YOGEN THATAL
Gangtok, 24 Apr:
“Addiction is a disease 
and can be prevented,” 
says MD, Dr Satish Ra-
saily, Psychiatry depart-
ment of District Hospital 
Singtam. The establish-
ment of Centre for Addic-
tion Medicine at Chuwatar 
in Singtam is helping 
youth who are struggling 
with addiction, according 
to Dr Rasaily. 

“Earlier, we just had the 
counseling centre at DHS 
where we were limited to 

OPD service but now the 
centre at Chuwatar is en-
couraging the youth to speak 
without hesitation and open-
ly,” shared Dr Rasaily.

He also informs that 
patients from all over the 
State and even Bhutan 
come here for help. 

“Right now we have 
8 patients (male) in the 
Centre and the depart-
ment is looking at setting 
up a women’s section in 
the centre for which the 
work is under process,” 
said Dr Rasaily.

He informs that now-
adays youth here have 
also started using brown 
sugar and in the last two 
months many such cases 
have come to the centre. 

“The centre coordi-
nates with Regional In-
stitute of Medical Science 
(RIMS) and with AIIMS. 
The reason behind this 
is to provide training for 
all staffs so that all can 
work as a team and can 
reach help and support 
to those who need it,” 
concludes Dr Rasaily.

SL govt admits ‘major’ intelligence 
lapses; President asks defence 

sec, police chief to resign
Colombo, Apr 24 (PTI): 
Sri Lankan government 
Wednesday admitted 
that “major” intelligence 
lapses led to the horrific 
Easter Sunday blasts and 
asked two top security 
officials to resign, even 
as the death toll in the 
coordinated attacks rose 
to 359 amidst a nation-
wide manhunt to nab the 
perpetrators.

Nine Suicide bomb-
ers, believed to be mem-
bers of local Islamist 
extremist group called 
National Thowheed Ja-
math (NTJ), carried out 
a series of devastating 
blasts that tore through 
three churches and three 
luxury hotels.

President Maithripa-
la Sirisena has asked De-
fence Secretary Hemasiri 
Fernando and Inspector 
General of Police Pujith 
Jayasundara to quit after 
their failure to prevent 
the blasts despite having 
prior intelligence.

Sirisena Tuesday 
night pledged that he 
will make changes in top 
positions in the security 
establishment within the 
next 24 hours, saying the 
people were questioning 
why action had not been 
taken by the top security 
officials despite the avail-
ability of intelligence 
support from a friendly 
neighbouring country.

Meanwhile, several 
people succumbed to 
their injuries sustained 
in the blasts, taking the 
death toll to 359.

“The number of 
death now is 359,” po-
lice spokesman Ruwan 
Guansekera said.

He said that the 
search operations were 
being carried out and 
so far 60 people, all Sri 
Lankan nationals, have 
been arrested in connec-
tion with the attacks.

Many of the arrested 

people have suspected 
links to the NTJ, the group 
blamed for the bombings. 
However, the NTJ has not 
claimed responsibility for 
the attacks.

The Islamic State has 
claimed responsibility 
for the attacks and iden-
tified the seven suicide 
bombers who carried out 
the devastating blasts.

Guansekera said that 
there were nine suicide 
bombers including a 
woman involved in the 
bombings. “Eight of them 
have been identified,” he 
added. Top officials have 
acknowledged that Sri 
Lanka received intelli-
gence about possible ter-
ror strikes ahead of the 
attacks, but both Presi-
dent Sirisena and Prime 
Minister Ranil Wickrem-
esinghe have said that 
they did not receive the 
information.

State Minister of De-
fence Ruwan Wijewar-
dene acknowledged that 
there had been “major” 
lapses in the security ar-
rangements.

“We (the govern-
ment) have to take the 
responsibility,” he said.

“Some of them (the 
attackers), in earlier in-
cidents, had been taken 
into custody (after) small 
skirmishes, but nothing 
of this magnitude,” Wi-
jewardene told reporters 
here. Intelligence sug-
gested that the attackers 
were motivated by the 
Christchurch shootings, 
the minister said.

“One of the suicide 
bombers studied over-
seas. Most of them are 
well-educated, and come 
from maybe middle-class 
or upper-middle-class. 
So they are financially 
quite independent and 
their families are quite 
stable financially. “We 
believe that one of the 
suicide bombers studied 

in the UK and maybe lat-
er on did his post-grad-
uate in Australia, before 
coming back to settle in 
Sri Lanka,” he said.

Wijewardena said 
the multiple bomb at-
tacks were carried out 
by a splinter group of 
the NTJ. The group had 
differences and the final 
attack was carried out by 
a group that left the main 
NTJ, he added.

Local and interna-
tional media reported 
that India and the US 
provided specific warn-
ings about terror attacks 
to Sri Lanka, ahead of the 
Easter Sunday bombings.

However, US Ambas-
sador to Sri Lanka Alaina 
Teplitz said, “We had no 
prior knowledge of these 
attacks.” Meanwhile, po-
lice said that as many as 
34 foreign nationals who 
lost their lives have been 
identified.

Of them, 10 are from 
India, three from Den-
mark, one each from 
Japan, the Netherlands, 
Portugal, Bangladesh, 
Spain, two each from 
China, Saudi Arabia, Tur-
key, six from the UK, two 
holding the US and the 
UK nationalities and two 
holding Australian and 
Sri Lankan nationalities, 
officials said.

The mortal remains 
of nine out of 10 Indi-
ans have been sent to 
India, according to the 
Indian High Commission 
in Colombo. The police 
Wednesday carried out a 
controlled explosion of a 
motorcycle parked under 
suspicious circumstanc-
es near a cinema hall in 
South Colombo.

Giving information 
on the suicide bombers, 
the police said that the 
attacks at the Cinnamon 
Grand and Shangri La 
Hotels had been carried 
out by two brothers. 
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FlAt AvAilAble For rent 

F ully furnished, 3 Bedroom flat 
available for rent at Church Road, 

Near Diesel Power House. Conveniently 
located by the roadside and a 5-minute 

walk from M.G. Marg. Suitable for 
Coporate Office and Guest House. 

For further details please 
Contact: 9434117687 /9083826462

CapitalTIMES

~ SummitTIMES ~

Classifieds
Required for Summit times
Two field reporters for Gangtok (East) and one 
for West District. Should be fluent in english. 
Have basic knowledge in journalism. Walk in in-
terview: 

Summit Times office 
Church Road, Gangtok  

03592-208698

PLOT fOR SALE: 
Vacant plot measuring 0.38 Acres for 
sale at Amdo Golai, Deorali. Contact: 

09717191985/097474651223

URGENTLY REqUIRED: 
Urgent Recruitment for a waiter 

with atleast 3 years experience and 
one kitchen helper. Contact: Hotel 

Paramount, Dentam, West Sik-
kim- 9735909625 / 8348285444

INTERESTED TO BECOME 
A YOGA TEACHER?

CRITERIA – Academic qualification of minimum 
higher secondary pass

Complete yoga syllabus will be provided by SYVC 
Gangtok absolutely free of cost. After one year of ba-
sic training and service (karma yoga)/ volunteering 
in the Centre, the candidate would be sent for Yoga 
Teacher Training Course at Shivananda Yoga Ash-
ram. After TTC, the candidate would be appointed on 
part time basis at the Yoga Centre in Gangtok. College 
students can also apply. If required, food and accom-
modation would be provided.

Interested candidates may contact 
: Deepa Yoga Centre at 

Mob: +91 7432043719/ +91 8170953919.

preparatory meeting for 
State Day celebration

Gangtok, 24 Apr (IPR): 
The first preparatory 
meeting for the celebra-
tion of upcoming State 
Day on May 16 was held 
at the Conference Hall 
of Tashiling Secretariat, 
today. The meeting was 
chaired by Chief Sec-
retary, AK Shrivastava. 
The meeting had the 
presence and participa-
tion of the DGP, SD Negi, 
Additional Chief Sec-
retary, SC Gupta along 
with HODs, officials and 
representatives from 
all the Departments in-
volved in the celebration 
of the State Day 2019. 

The meeting began 
with the Chief Secretary 
establishing the essence 
of the State Day cele-
brations and asserted 
that all the concerned 
departments must come 
together towards ensur-
ing its grand success. 

The State Day Cel-
ebrations will be ob-
served at Chintan Bha-
wan and the Chief Sec-
retary went by minute 
details of work assigned 
for each department. 

It was discussed 

that the event would be 
marked by vibrant tradi-
tional dances and singing 
of patriotic songs by the 
students from various 
schools of Sikkim and the 
Cultural Affairs & Heri-
tage Department.

The Chief Secretary 
petitioned for  active 
participation of all the 
concerned departments  
and allocated individual 
responsibilities to them. 
The meeting saw discus-
sions and deliberations 

on the individual work 
distribution and the 
department heads and 
representatives commit-
ted themselves towards 
guaranteeing the grand 
success of the State Day 
Celebrations 2019.

Gambhir richest among 
LS candidates in Delhi

New Delhi, Apr 23 
(PTI): Former Indian 
opener Gautam Gambhir 
is the richest among all 
the candidates in fray for 
the Lok Sabha election 
in Delhi with total assets 
worth Rs 147 core.

The cricket-
er-turned-pol i t ic ian, 
who will be making his 
electoral debut from East 
Delhi, has shown an in-
come of nearly Rs 12.40 
crore in the income tax 
returns filed for 2017-18. 
His wife Natasha Gam-
bhir declared an income 
of Rs 6.15 lakh in the IT 
returns filed during the 
same period.

Delhi BJP chief 
Manoj Tiwari has a total 
of movable and immov-
able assets worth over 
Rs 24 crore, an increase 
of over Rs 4.33 crore 
from 2014, according to 
his poll affidavit.

He has shown an in-
come of Rs 48.03 lakh 
in the income tax return 
for 2017-18 while in the 
affidavit filed in 2014, he 
had declared an income 
of over Rs 85 lakh.

BJP MP from South 
Delhi Ramesh Bidhuri 
has movable and immov-
able assets worth Rs 18 
crore, an increase of close 
to Rs 3.5 crore in the last 
five years, according to 
his affidavit.

Bidhuri, his wife and 
dependent Himanshu 
have shown an income 
of over Rs 16.72 lakh, 

Rs 3.09 lakh and Rs 
3.18 lakh respectively 
in the IT returns filed in 
2017-18.

The 57-year-old lead-
er, who is pitted against 
debutants Vijender Singh 
from Congress and Aam 
Aadmi Party’s Raghav 
Chadha for the South 
Delhi seat, declared mov-
able assets worth over Rs 
1.37 crore while his wife 
has cash and jewellery 
worth over Rs 13.21 lakh.

He has declared im-
movable assets worth 
Rs 11.80 crore while 
his wife has properties 
worth 4.57 crore.

He has shown liabili-
ties of over Rs 20.38 lakh.

Bidhuri complet-
ed his graduation from 
the Delhi University’s 
Shaheed Bhagat Singh 
College and LLB from 
Chaudhary Charan Singh 
University from Meerut.

Congress candidate 
for South Delhi Vijender 
Singh has declared mov-
able and immovable as-
sets worth Rs 3.57 crore 
and Rs 5.05 crore respec-
tively.

Former chief minister 
and Congress candidate 
Sheila Dikshit, who filed 
her nomination from 
the North-East Delhi Lok 
Sabha constituency on 
Tuesday, declared per-
sonal assets worth over 
Rs 4.92 crore.

According to an af-
fidavit filed by Dikshit, 
the 81-year-old Congress 

veteran has an apart-
ment in Nizamuddin area 
which has a market value 
of around Rs 1.88 crore.

Former Indian open-
er Gambhir (37) has de-
clared immovable and 
movable assets worth 
over Rs 147 crore.

He has a criminal 
case of cheating pending 
against him.

He declared movable 
assets estimated to be 
worth over Rs 116 crore 
and immovable assets 
worth Rs 28 crore and 
liabilities nearly Rs 34.20 
crore in his poll affidavit.

He completed his 
schooling from Modern 
School, Barakhamba 
Road and did his gradua-
tion from Delhi Universi-
ty’s Hindu College.

Punjabi singer 
Hans Raj Hans, who 
will be contesting from 
the North West Delhi, 
showed an income of 
nearly Rs 9.28 lakh in the 
income tax returns filed 
in 2017-18.

In the 2013-14 finan-
cial year, he had declared 
an income of nearly Rs 
22.64 lakh. He and his 
wife have declared mov-
able assets worth Rs 1.44 
crore and Rs 18.50 lakh 
respectively. His immov-
able assets are worth Rs 
11.48 crore.

He owns a Toyota In-
nova, Ford Endeavour 
and Maruti Gypsy. He 
has declared liabilities of 
over Rs 23.89 lakh.

modi is ‘pradhan prachar 
Mantri’: Priyanka Gandhi
Banda (UP), Apr 24 (PTI): 
Congress leader Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra Wednes-
day termed Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi as 
“Pradhan Prachar Man-
tri” and accused the BJP 
of “wasting drinking 
water” in Banda, a town 
in Uttar Pradesh’s arid 
Budelkhand region.

The Congress’s at-
tack on Modi and the 
BJP came a day ahead of 
his visit here. Priyanka 
Gandhi claimed that wa-
ter from tankers were 
being used to clean roads 
to “welcome our Pradhan 

Prachar Mantri (chief 
publicity minister)”

This is happening 
“when the entire Bun-
delkhand, the men and 
women living there, 
school going children, 
crops, birds and animals 
are facing the terror of 
drought,” she said.

In a tweet, Priyan-
ka Gandhi said, “Is he a 
‘chowkidar’ (watchman) 
or a ‘shahnshah’ (emper-
or) coming from Delhi.”

The prime minister 
is schedule to address 
an election rally here on 
Thursday.

Nepal President leaves for 
nine-day state-visit to China

Kathmandu, Apr 24 
(PTI): Nepal’s President 
Bidya Devi Bhandari on 
Wednesday embarked 
on a nine-day state-visit 
to China during which 
she will address the sec-
ond international meet-
ing on the Belt and Road 
Initiative (BRI) and sign 
important bilateral con-
nectivity agreements un-
der it. Bhandari’s visit to 
China, on the invitation of 
President Xi Jinping, holds 
significance as it is the 
first-ever visit by a Nepal-
ese President to Beijing.

“During the visit, the 
President is scheduled 
to attend the Second Belt 
and Road Forum for In-
ternational Cooperation 
and address the third of 
the three high-level ses-
sions on April 26 and 
present Nepal’s views 
on sustainable develop-
ment,” officials said.

She will also take part 
in the leaders’ round-table 
on April 27 and present 
Nepal’s views on the BRI, 
how to move forward with 
the initiative and what 
are Nepal’s benefits and 
stakes, they said.

The BRI is a multi-bil-
lion-dollar initiative 
launched by President Xi 
when he came to power 
in 2013 to consolidate 
Beijing’s influence abroad. 
It aims to link Southeast 
Asia, Central Asia, the Gulf 
region, Africa and Europe 
with a network of land 
and sea routes.

The China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor, 
which has been officially 
designated as a flagship 
project of the BRI, has be-
come a stumbling block 
for India to take part in it 
as the controversial proj-

ect is being laid through 
Pakistan-occupied Kash-
mir. The massive invest-
ments in projects across 
65 countries from Asia to 
Europe and Africa collec-
tively account for 30 per 
cent of the global GDP.

Bhandari will also 
attend the opening cer-
emony of International 
Horticultural Exhibition 
and visit Nepali pavilion.

“She will hold a del-
egation level talks with 
the Chinese President 
and also meet other se-
nior Chinese leaders. She 
will also address the joint 
meeting of business com-
munity from Nepal and 
China in Beijing, a For-
eign Ministry statement 
said. During her visit, 
Nepal and China are ex-
pected to sign a number 
of bilateral agreements, 
including the protocol of 
the Nepal-China Transit 
Transport Agreement 
and pacts on Trans-Hi-
malayan Multi-Dimen-
sional Connectivity Net-
work under the BRI.

Also, the two sides are 
likely to sign agreements 
on customs cooperation, 
on expediting China-aided 
projects in Nepal, and on 
cultural property protec-
tion aimed at curbing illegal 
trade in artefacts, according 
to sources at the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs.

President Bhandari 
will visit Xi’an, the capital 
city of Shaanxi Province, 
on her way to Beijing.

On her way back 
home, she will visit Lha-
sa, the capital city of Ti-
bet Autonomous Region 
of China. In both places, 
she will meet the pro-
vincial leaders, the state-
ment said. 

Our responsibility is 
to keep this institution 

clean, says SC
New Delhi, Apr 24 
(PTI): The Supreme 
Court Wednesday termed 
as “highly sensitive” the 
claims of fixing in the top 
judiciary and framing of 
Chief Justice of India Ran-
jan Gogoi on allegations 
of sexual harassment, and 
said it was the responsi-
bility of court to keep the 
institution clean so that its 
image is not tarnished.

A three-judge special 
bench headed by Justice 
Arun Mishra said that 
disclosure of certain 
names and allegations in 
the affidavit filed by ad-
vocate Utsav Singh Bains 
regarding fixing of bench 
in the apex court was a 
“very serious aspect”.

The three judges, who 
met the Directors of CBI, 
Intelligence Bureau (IB) 
and Delhi Police Commis-
sioner in chambers over 
the claims of Bains, di-
rected them to seize the 
relevant material which 
the lawyer has filed in 
support of his affidavit. “It 
becomes our responsibili-
ty to keep this institution 
clean as well as to ensure 
that the image of this in-
stitution is not tarnished 
by such allegations to un-
dertake the probe in the 
matter,” said the bench, 
also comprising Justices 
R F Nariman and Deepak 
Gupta in the order.

“We are taking up the 
matter so as to ascertain 
the correctness of the 
averments made in the 
affidavit (filed by Bains), 
to ascertain the various 
aspects which have been 
mentioned which cannot 
be done without prop-
er investigation and any 
order passed on judicial 
side by this court shall 
not affect the matter on 
administrative side,” the 
bench said.

It said police protec-
tion given to Bains shall 
continue until further 
orders. The bench took 
on record the affidavit 
filed today by Bains in 

a sealed cover. “It (affi-
davit) is to be kept in a 
sealed cover in total con-
fidentiality as it contains 
highly sensitive informa-
tion pertaining to the al-
leged conspiracy, accord-
ing to him, to frame the 
Chief Justice of India into 
a case of sexual harass-
ment,” the bench noted 
in its order.

It said that as per affi-
davit, Bains has said that 
he has met “certain per-
sons at certain places”.

“We requested the Di-
rector of Central Bureau 
of Investigation (CBI), the 
Director of Intelligence 
Bureau (IB) and the Com-
missioner of Police, Delhi, 
to report to this court and 
requested them to seize 
the relevant material in 
order to support the con-
tents of the affidavit fur-
nished by the officer of the 
court, Utsav Singh Bains, 
Advocate,” it said.

The court said that 
Bains has mentioned in 
his affidavit that “dis-
gruntled employees have 
ganged together” in order 
to frame the CJI in a false 
charge of sexual harass-
ment after their dismissal 
from their services.

“He has named in 
particular, names of Ta-
pan Kumar Chakraborty 
and Manav Sharma and 
others,” the bench noted.

The CJI had sacked 
the two court officials -- 
Tapan Kumar Chakraborty 
and Manav Sharma -- for al-
legedly tampering with its 
January 7 order on the is-
sue of personal appearance 
of Reliance Communication 
Chairman Anil Ambani in 
connection with the con-
tempt matter filed against 
him by Swedish telecom 
group Ericsson.

The CJI had passed 
directions to terminate 
the services of these two 
court officials who were 
responsible for noting the 
judge’s orders and getting 
them uploaded on the 
apex court’s website.  

UK launches 
hunt for 
new Bank 
of England 
Governor
BY ADITI KHANNA
London, Apr 24 (PTI): 
The UK government 
on Wednesday formal-
ly launched its hunt for 
a new Bank of England 
Governor, a post for 
which former Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) gov-
ernor Raghuram Rajan 
has been widely named 
as among the contenders.

UK Chancellor Phil-
ip Hammond told the 
House of Commons Trea-
sury Committee that it 
was important the per-
son who took over from 
current Governor Mark 
Carney at the end of his 
term in January 2020 is 
equally internationally 
respected. “It is very im-
portant to have someone, 
not only who can do a 
first-class job at home, 
but someone who com-
mands respect in the in-
ternational arena,” said 
the Cabinet minister in 
charge of the appoint-
ment as part of a wider 
panel of civil servants.

While Rajan has not 
been officially confirmed 
as being in the running 
for the 480,000 pounds a 
year job, the former chief 
economist of the Inter-
national Monetary Fund 
(IMF) has been one of 
the names touted for the 
post in the UK media for 
many months now.  The 
56-year-old, now based at 
the University of Chicago 
Booth School of Business, 
was asked about his inter-
est in the job during a UK 
visit last month as part of 
a tour for his latest book 
‘The Third Pillar’ but had 
declined to comment.

“Rajan certainly has 
the leadership experi-
ence needed. He is also 
a top economist, who 
warned in 2005 that a 
financial crisis was loom-
ing,” notes the Guardian 
as part of an analysis of 
the potential candidates.

“He has spent recent 
weeks publicising his 
recent book, which talks 
about renewing a broken 
capitalist model. It offers 
remedies that fit with 
Hammond’s preference 
for greater competition 
at all levels of the econ-
omy,” it notes. The UK 
Treasury has hired head-
hunting firm Sapphire 
Partners to oversee the 
applications process just 
as the job was formal-
ly advertised by the UK 
Cabinet Office this week.

The deadline for ap-
plications is June 5, with in-
terviews to be held in Lon-
don in the following weeks 
and months. Candidates are 
expected to commit to an 
eight-year term, but Ham-
mond has indicated that he 
was open to reconsidering 
the timeline for the right 
candidate. “In today’s rap-
idly evolving economy the 
role of Governor is more im-
portant than ever. Finding a 
candidate with the right 
skills and experience to lead 
the Bank of England is vital 
for ensuring the continuing 
strength of our economy 
and for maintaining the 
UK’s position as a leading 
global financial centre,” said 
the UK Treasury minister.

The Governor of the 
Bank of England chairs the 
Bank of England’s three 
main policy committees, 
which oversee the UK’s 
monetary, financial and 
prudential policy. The 
Governor also represents 
the Bank internationally, 
including at the G7, G20, 
Bank for International Set-
tlements and the IMF. 
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Make Corruption a 
Dirty Word Again

Let’s stop finding excuses to justify it 

Corruption is clearly not a dirty word 
any more. Almost everyone has 

been at either the receiving end, or the 
bribing end of this social exchange and 
this dilutes the disdain one would ex-
pect for this permanent feature of “of-
ficial work”. The supporters of corrup-
tion assume that it is in fact beneficial. 
This goes with “greasing the squeaky 
wheel” or simply “grease money” ar-
gument. As a 20th century thinker put 
it: “Had corruption not been benefi-
cial it would never have been so com-
mon.” On a more serious note though, 
the problem with the “beneficial” argu-
ment of corruption is that the benefit is 
limited to a few, and what is worse, this 
comes at the cost of the larger commu-
nity. Moreover, corruption aggravates 
the issue of haves and have-nots and 
hurts the poorest of the poor, since, 
once bribing becomes routine, they get 
cut off from even the due processes be-
cause they do not have “show  money”. 
A study by the World Bank has revealed 
that “grease money” does not speed up 
the bureaucratic delays to iron which 
out most people offer bribes; instead it 
creates more hurdles on the way. 

The firms that pay more bribes are 
not necessarily efficient, rather they 
are more likely to spend more, not less, 
management time with bureaucrats 
negotiating regulations, and face high-
er, not lower, cost of capital, the World 
Bank report details. The reason behind 
this is simple to understand. Bribes are 
designed by the bureaucrats to extract 
rents [for the rules they sit on]; there-
fore, more bribes call for more regula-
tions so that more rent can be extract-
ed. This is also the reason why we say 
corruption breeds corruption.

No matter how much we play around 
with words, fact remains that corrup-
tion has an element of perverse incen-
tive. It not only rewards the cheater but 
also penalises the honest thereby de-
caying the whole system. While there 
are those who might still argue that the 
problems of corruption are “too big” 
or “too pervasive” to be solved by the 
effort of an individual or an individu-
al agency, the society has tackled many 
bigger problems to let this one continue 
without a fight. It is time the people start-
ed priming themselves to deliver this 
malaise the knock-out punch. Once they 
are so convinced, they could also brain-
storm the ways and means to achieve 
that goal as well.

WRITE US:
Readers are invited to comment 
on, criticise, run down, even 
appreciate if they like something in 
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ 
indecorous language and personal 
attacks, except when against people 
responsible in this newspaper (who 
are fair game), will have to be 
ignored. Letters which carry forward 
a conversation or initiate a dialogue 
will command immediate attention 
and receive prominence. 
Mail us at: news@summittimes.com

Sri Lanka attacks: Government’s social media ban 
may hide the truth about what is happening

Widespread food insecurity may be damaging 
children’s ability to learn in India

JASMINE fLEDDERJOHANN
theconversation.com

There has been an impressive ex-
pansion in school enrolment 

in India since the early 2000s. De-
spite this, India is in the midst of 
a “learning crisis”, with improve-
ments in learning lagging behind 
increases in enrolment.

Worldwide, India also has one of 
the highest rates of child undernutri-
tion and household food insecurity 
– that is, inadequate or inconsistent 
access to enough safe and nutritious 
food to sustain a healthy life.

Both of these issues have negative 
implications for the long-term health, 
well-being and productivity of young 
people, as well as for the economy 
more broadly.

In our recent study, we used sur-
vey data from the Young Lives study 
of childhood poverty to examine 
whether there is a link between 
food insecurity and learning for In-
dian adolescents.

There are good theoretical rea-
sons why learning and food inse-
curity may be linked. When house-
holds experience food insecurity, 
they may have to make difficult de-
cisions in order to meet the family’s 
nutritional needs.

For instance, households that 
need money for food might reduce 
spending on school fees and materi-
als. Children might miss school, have 
less time available to study, or even 
drop out altogether so that they can 
contribute to the household economy.

Food insecurity can also cause 
children to experience hunger, un-
dernutrition, and micronutrient de-
ficiencies. This can lead children to 
have problems with concentration 
and memory. It can even impair their 
cognitive development.

Children who experience food 
insecurity might also feel irritability 
and shame. This could impact nega-
tively on their interactions with their 
parents, teachers and peers.

In the Young Lives data, 47% of 
12-year-olds had experienced house-
hold food insecurity at some stage 
during the observation period. And 
even 18% of the wealthiest families 
had experienced food insecurity; food 
insecurity is not exclusively a matter 
of poverty.
ASSOCIATIONS WITH LEARNING

The study followed the same chil-
dren over time, beginning in 2002. It 
tracked both food insecurity and chil-
dren’s learning outcomes in four do-
mains: reading, English, maths, and 
local language vocabulary.

In order to test for a link between 
food insecurity and learning, we ap-
plied statistical modelling. We used 
information on whether households 
had experienced food insecurity 
when the children were aged five and 
eight, and when they entered adoles-
cence at age 12.

We found that food insecurity 
was negatively linked to learning out-
comes in all four domains. This was 
true even after we accounted for oth-
er important factors.

For example, it could be that pov-

erty affects both food insecurity and 
learning – and so any link between 
these outcomes is actually the result 
of poverty. We accounted for this 
and other possible explanations in 
our robust models, and still consis-
tently found a negative association 
between food insecurity and learn-
ing across domains. 

We also considered the timing 
and persistence of food insecurity. 
Do early life experiences affect later 
learning? Or can adolescents recov-
er from earlier food insecurity? Are 
there differences if adolescents expe-
rience shorter versus longer periods 
of food insecurity?

We found that both timing and 
persistence do matter, but they 
have different effects in different 
learning domains. For vocabulary 
and reading, early and persistent 
food insecurity were very detrimen-
tal for learning. English and maths 
were more complex.

For English, early food insecuri-
ty didn’t matter as much, but later 
and persistent food insecurity were 
linked to poorer learning outcomes. 
This may reflect that, at the time of 
the study, English language learning 
happened later in the curriculum.

For maths, food insecurity at any 
time was strongly and negatively as-
sociated with learning. This may re-
flect the fact that maths learning at 
one level is built directly on learn-
ing at a previous level. In other 
words, a child who does not learn 
basic addition due to food insecuri-
ty will struggle with more complex 

maths. In contrast, for subjects such 
as reading, once foundational skills 
are established, some catch-up for 
missed material may be possible in 
the short term.
fEEDING THE fUTURE

Our work demonstrates the last-
ing effects of early life experiences. 
Addressing food insecurity may be 
an important part of resolving India’s 
learning crisis.

It may also contribute to achiev-
ing some of the UN Sustainable De-
velopment Goals. Goal #2 aims to 
end hunger and achieve food securi-
ty. Our findings suggest that meeting 
this goal may have ripple effects by 
reducing inequalities (goal #10) and 
ensuring inclusive, quality education 
for all (goal #4).

As we have argued elsewhere, 
early intervention to prevent food in-
security is important to ensure that 
children are not disadvantaged while 
learning foundational skills. Scaling 
up early childhood feeding programs 
may be useful for targeting early food 
insecurity.

Offering free remedial learning 
classes for children who experience 
food insecurity may also enable them 
to catch up with peers. Finally, where 
social protection is inadequate to 
prevent children from working, pro-
viding safe, well-paid employment 
opportunities over school breaks may 
help children to work without miss-
ing learning opportunities. 

[the writer is Lecturer in 
Sociology and Social Work, 

Lancaster University]

MEERA SELvA
theconversation.com

Sri Lanka has temporarily banned social media 
and messaging apps in the wake of the coor-

dinated Easter Sunday attacks on churches and 
hotels across the country, which killed at least 
290 people.

The ban is ostensibly to stop the spread of mis-
information – and the move feeds into the wider 
debate about how Facebook and other platforms 
are used to incite violence and spread hate speech. 
In Myanmar, for example, Facebook was heavily 
criticised for allowing groups to use its pages to 
incite violence against the Rohingya community. In 
New Zealand, it came under fire after it was used to 
live-stream the Christchurch massacre.

But in Sri Lanka, as in many other countries, 
Facebook and social media platforms generally 
have created a positive space for public conversa-
tion that did not exist before.

The country has a long history of censoring 
the press, by killing journalists, blocking websites 
and using draconian laws to fine and imprison re-
porters. The media that remained was divided by 
language and geography – there were no outlets 
used and trusted equally by the Sinhala-speaking 
majority in the south and west of the country and 
the Tamil speaking minority in the north and east.

Social media, therefore, became a way to share 
stories and comment on current affairs. This 
hasn’t always been positive – it has also been 
used to spread ethnic and religious chauvinism, 
echoing the language used by politicians and 
mainstream media over the decades. Neverthe-
less, it has been crucial for promoting intra-ethnic 
dialogue in Sri Lanka.

During, and indeed after, the country’s long civil 
war there have been few opportunities for young 
adults from different communities to talk to one 
other and exchange views. Facebook and Twitter 

were beginning to provide a space for this. Web-
sites such as Groundviews also publish citizen 
journalism from across the island and have used 
social media to reach audiences within Sri Lanka 
and overseas.

In October 2018, for example, president Mai-
thripala Sirisena sparked a constitutional crisis 
when he effectively tried to overturn the results of 
a recent election, and replace the sitting prime min-
ister, Ranil Wickremesinghe, with former president 
Mahinda Rajapakse. As Rajapakse’s supporters 
seized control of the country’s state media, jour-
nalists instead took to Twitter to document what 
was going on.

This attempted constitutional coup only ended 
after street protests by citizens, and strong oppo-
sition from parliamentarians. Both groups used 
Facebook to organise and mobilise themselves – 
and a parliamentary brawl, during which Rajapak-
sa’s supporters attacked the speaker, was broad-
cast on YouTube. ‘

Sirisena re-instituted Wickremasinghe as prime 
minister after a seven week standoff, but the two 
men have an uneasy and often dysfunctional polit-
ical relationship.
INTELLIGENCE fAILURES

Easter Sunday’s terror attacks have raised a 
whole new set of questions, about intelligence 
failures and party politics. In particular, the prime 
minister told reporters that his cabinet did not re-
ceive intelligence reports almost two weeks ago 
about a possible attack, mainly because the prime 
minister and his cabinet were not invited to na-
tional security council meetings that are led by the 
president. Wickremsinghe has now ordered an in-
quiry into this.

This is the second time the government has 
shut down social media. It first did so earlier this 
year after a wave of anti-Muslim riots but has done 
little since to improve relations between the coun-
try’s various groups.

There is also little evidence that the shutdown 
was effective, not least because determined groups 
can set up virtual private networks (VPNs) which 
allow them to bypass the restrictions, and find oth-
er ways to spread their message.

A study on the impact of internet shutdowns in 
India also showed that information blackouts can 
even lead to a spike in violent protests, as those 
who would otherwise organise non-violent pro-
tests find themselves unable to mobilise peacefully.

Sri Lanka is also about to pass a new anti-ter-
ror bill – the Counter Terrorism Act. It is meant 
to replace the current draconian Prevention of 
Terrorism Act, which was used during the civ-
il war, with one more that is more in line with 
international norms. But civil rights groups, in-
cluding Amnesty International, point out that 
the new act still allows for the bulk interception 
and decryption of electronic communication, and 
permits senior police officers to place arbitrary 
restrictions on free movement.

The biggest division in the country is a linguis-
tic one between the Sinhalese, who are mainly 
Buddhist, and the Tamils, who are mainly Hindu. 
Muslims and Christians can speak either or both 
languages. The various groups have a long history 
of conflict and it is difficult to create a simple nar-
rative of villains and victims. Nevertheless, social 
media offered a way for the various communities 
to build bridges between one another.

By shutting down social media, leaving its citi-
zens reliant on state messaging and a weak and 
beaten down form of journalism, the government 
now risks preventing Sri Lankans from finding 
out the truth about what is happening in their 
fragile and delicately balanced country. And that 
can only lead to suspicion and division, presum-
ably the very thing the perpetrators of the Easter 
Sunday atrocity wanted.

[the writer is Director, Journalism Fellowship 
Programme, RISJ, University of Oxford]
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In Asansol, people wary of 
talking politics openly

ANANYA SENGUPTA
Asansol, Apr 24 (PTI): 
If you don’t want to be 
identified as a sym-
pathiser of a particular 
political party, do what 
the people of Asansol do. 
They attend meetings 
called by every political 
party, and say it is the 
surest way to keep away 
from being aligned to 
any one of them ahead of 
polls marred by violence.

Residents are wary 
of discussing their po-
litical preference openly 
in Asansol, a metropol-
itan city and important 
coal-trading centre in 
West Bengal. They say the 
atmosphere is not condu-
cive for such a discussion. 
Asansol has seen sporadic 
violence this election sea-
son, not new to West Ben-
gal where panchayat polls 
in May last year too were 
bloodied.

In the run up to the 
Lok Sabha election on 
April 29, the worst inci-
dent in Asansol happened 
in March when violence 
erupted during Ram Na-
vami processions. Stones 
were pelted, bombs were 
hurled, vehicles and 
houses were set ablaze.

“I go and sit in the 
front (during a political 
meeting) and ensure the 
local guy sees me. Then 
I leave. That’s how it is,” 
said a resident, a Left sup-
porter who is unsure if he 
will vote in this situation. 
“There is violence almost 
everyday and harassment 
by party workers, specially 
from the ruling party (Tri-
namool Congress),” he said, 
requesting anonymity, fear-
ing he would be identified 
by the party leaders.

Aged around 30, he 
works in the city’s fire 
department. He said his 
father is a retired govern-
ment employee.

The last meeting he 
and his father attended 
was at his doorstep on 

April 20. They followed 
the protocol he described 
above sat in the front 
and returned before the 
meeting concluded.

“We had to show our 
faces. Otherwise they 
would have noticed that 
no one from the family 
attended the meeting,” 
he told PTI, quietly step-
ping out of his home.

He said he did the 
same during a meeting 
held by the BJP a few 
days ago. Several oth-
ers supported his state-
ments. Many said they 
too follow the protocol 
and withdraw from po-
litical meetings at the op-
portune moment.

“The city is tense; 
there is no doubt about 
it. Every night there are 
raids, our workers are 
being picked up by po-
lice, their homes are be-
ing damaged. It is creat-
ing havoc. TMC is using 
the state machinery to do 
this,” alleged sitting MP 
Babul Supriyo of the BJP.

Supriyo had defeated 
his nearest rival, Dola Sen, 
a trade Union leader, by 
over 70,000 votes in 2014. 
This time, he is contesting 
against actor Moon Moon 
Sen, fielded by TMC.

Both Supriyo and 
Gourango Chatterjee, the 
CPI(M) candidate, make 
sure they speak about 
the presence of central 
forces during their cam-
paign meetings and as-
sure people it is safe to 
come out and vote.

TMC leader and state 
Law Minister Malay Gha-
tak rubbished the alle-
gations against the state 
government, saying the 
people of Asansol know 
who are creating the 
“tense” situation in the 
city. “Asansol is calm, the 
chief minister is trying 
her best to ensure free 
and fair polls. People 
know that. The issue is 
that since no party, ex-
cept the TMC, has any 
political existence here, 
so the Congress, the Left 
and the BJP have come 
together and making 
these allegations in des-
peration,” he told PTI.

However, Ghatak had 
no answer when he was 
asked about the unprece-
dented presence of central 
forces in the state and if 
that was an indication of 
the failure of the TMC gov-
ernment to ensure securi-
ty during polls.

Not far from BJP can-

didate Supriyo’s home in 
Mohishila in the heart of 
the city, a group of men 
were whispering among 
themselves at a tea-stall. 
When they were asked 
questions on politics, 
they signalled towards a 
covered area, away from 
the roadside.

“Politics here can no 
longer be discussed in 
public. Who knows who 
is listening,” said Swa-
pan Roy, 70, a BJP party 
worker.

Gone are the times 
when one could have ani-
mated debates over cups 
of tea at tea stalls. I have 
been in politics for long, 
but never have I ever 
had so many cases reg-
istered against me. I am 
an old man and I have 
been charged with an 
arms case. Ironically, I 
don’t even know how to 
hold a gun.

These TMC workers 
are goons and they are 
doing everything that 
they can to intimidate 
voters. Even the CPI(M) 
candidate, a simple man, 
was beaten up badly re-
cently and was left bleed-
ing on the street,” he said.

On April 9, in a com-
plaint filed with Chief 

Election Commissioner 
Sunil Arora, CPI(M) state 
secretary Surjya Kanta 
Mishra said Chatterjee 
was attacked by Trinamool 
Congress “hoodlums” in 
Madanpur village.

Barely 23km from 
Kolkata, Asansol is one of 
the two seats the BJP had 
won in 2014. It has per-
haps seen the most num-
ber of violent incidents 
between the workers of 
the saffron party and the 
ruling TMC.

A lawyer, who refused 
to divulge his political 
preference or his name, 
said no party is innocent.

“Here, TMC is in pow-
er, so they have more 
clout, more people and 
the BJP is on the back-
foot. However, I am sure 
where the BJP is in pow-
er, they would also exer-
cise it (muscle power). 
The problem is people 
suffer. Most people here, 
especially in rural areas, 
would not come out and 
vote in absence of central 
forces,” he said.

“You have to just read 
the local papers to know 
how much violence is 
happening daily in rural 
areas. Is this the democ-
racy we fought for?”

68.02 pc voting recorded 
in repoll in two Assam 

constituencies
Guwahati, Apr 24 (PTI): 
An estimated 68.02 per-
cent voters exercised 
their franchise in the re-
polling held on Wednes-
day in five polling stations 
of Karimganj (SC) and 
Autonomous District (ST) 
constituencies of Assam.

Voting in both the 
constituencies was held 
in the second phase on 
April 18.

In the four polling 
stations of Karimganj 
67.25 per cent voters 
exercised their franchise 
while in the one in Au-
tonomous District 70.78 
per cent polling was re-
ported, an election office 
spokesperson said here.

The repolling was or-

dered in the five polling 
stations as the printed 
data of the VVPAT slip 
was not clear, the spokes-
person said.

Repolling was held in 
polling station number 
105 at Batoiya LP School, 
polling station number 
134 at Gandarvakhani 
LP School, polling station 
number 152 at Atanagar 
LP School and polling 
station number 153 at 
Atanagar LP School in 
Karimganj(SC) seat.

Re-polling was also 
conducted at polling 
station number 136 at 
Upper Dillaji LP School 
of Autonomous District 
(ST) constituency, the 
spokesperson said.

Geologists for immediate relocation of 
12 Pithoragarh villages in Uttarakhand

Pithoragarh (Uttara-
khand), Apr 24 (PTI): 
Geologists have identi-
fied 12 landslide-prone 
villages in Pithoragarh 
district of Uttarakhand 
that need to be relocat-
ed before the onset of 
monsoon.

“Twelve of the 20 
villages surveyed in the 
district so far are high-
ly prone to landslides. 
They have been witness-
ing landslides for the 
past several years. It 
would be better if their 
inhabitants are shifted 
elsewhere before the 
onset of monsoon,” said 
Pradeep Kumar, a geolo-
gist at the Geology and 
Mining Department.

A team of geologists, 
led by Kumar, had started 
their survey on Decem-
ber 24, 2017, the report 
of which has now been 
released. The villages 
that need to be immedi-

ately relocated are Senar, 
Kultham and Bhadeli in 
Munsiyari, Tankul, Chal-
ma Chilaso, Himkhola, 
Kanar, Dharpangu, Suwa, 
Bungbung, Garguwa, 
Syari, Jamku and Bhar-
bheli in Dharchula and 
Garzila of Berinag.

Disclosing that the 
survey was being extend-
ed to 12 more villages in 
the region, the geologist 
said, While the land has 
been identified for Sen-
ar, Kultham and Bhade-
li villages in Munsiyari 
subdivision, the process 
to identify sites for other 
villages is on.

Citing the example 
of Garzila village, which 
is currently inhabited 
by only 12 families and 
needs immediate reloca-
tion, Kumar said, The up-
per terrain of the village 
has been made of small 
boulders of quartzite na-
ture. It is situated near a 

massive landslide zone 
due to which it will be 
under a constant threat 
of landslides in monsoon, 
which might result in 
damages to the families 
living there.

Until a strong safety 
wall is constructed above 
the village, it would be 
threatened by massive 
landslides. We have also 
recommended that the 
village be saved from a 
constant erosion by the 
Ramganga river under-
neath, said the geologist.

According to local 
residents, several fami-
lies have left the village 
in the past 20 years and 
settled at safer places, 
leaving only 12 families 
behind. The villagers 
spend their nights in 
the open during mon-
soon due to the threat 
of landslides, said Ram 
Singh, a resident of Gar-
zila village.

Mamata returns PM’s fire, claims 
money laundered during note  

ban being used to buy votes
Serampore (WB), Apr 24 
(PTI): TMC boss Mama-
ta Banerjee Wednesday 
alleged the prime minis-
ter is using black money 
made white during note 
ban to buy votes, fighting 
fire with fire a day after 
Narendra Modi’s jibe that 
the PM’s post was not up 
for auction that it can be 
bought with the mon-
ey looted from “Narada, 
Saradha” scams.

She also accused 
the BJP of “importing 
guns and goons” to se-
cure votes.

“Modi Babu you may 
forcibly impose noteban-
di (demonetisation) on 
people to convert black 
money into white and 
spend them during elec-
tions to purchase votes, 
but you can never pur-
chase voters in Bengal,” 
Banerjee told an election 
rally at Serampore in 
Hooghly district.

“You (Modi) are des-
tined to be dethroned 
after the elections. Our 
government will prove 
what a big scam demon-
etisation was,” the TMC 
supremo said.

Addressing a rally in 
West Bengal’s Asansol 
on Tuesday, Modi had 
ridiculed Banerjee over 
her prime ministerial 
ambitions.

Modi said he felt 
“pity” for Banerjee as the 
PMs post can never be 
bought with money loot-
ed in Saradha and Narada 
scams. “By fighting in just 

a handful of seats, Didi 
(Banerjee) is dreaming 
of becoming the prime 
minister. If the post of the 
prime minister could be 
bought in auctions, then 
Congress and Didi would 
have bought it with the 
money they’ve looted 
from the country.

“Didi, the prime min-
ister’s post is not avail-
able for auction that you 
can buy it with the mon-
ey earned in Saradha, 
Narada (scams),” Modi 
had said, launching a 
broadside against Baner-
jee, one of his most vocal 
critics. The TMC is con-
testing all 42 Lok Sabha 
seats in West Bengal.

Modi also spoke 
about “rampant corrup-
tion and crimes” in the 
state, claiming “Under 
speed-breaker Didi only 
corruption and crime are 
two non-stop things in 

Bengal”. The prime min-
ister had also raked up 
the issue of infiltration, 
which is high on the 
BJP’s poll agenda, say-
ing Banerjee has turned 
infiltrators into TMC 
cadres and is now using 
Bangladeshi actors to 
campaign for her.

Two Bangladeshi 
actors were recent-
ly ordered out of the 
country after they 
were found campaign-
ing for TMC candidates 
violating visa rules.

Banerjee hit back at 
the prime minister with a 
vengeance, claiming the 
“BJP is importing guns 
and goons into West Ben-
gal to vitiate the environ-
ment and unleash terror”.

“We must foil such 
bids in order to maintain 
peace and harmony,” the 
West Bengal chief min-
ister said.

WB govt’s scheme gets UN award
Kolkata, Apr 23 (PTI): 
West Bengal govern-
ment’s ‘Utkarsh Bang-
la’ scheme, aiming to 
create a pool of skilled 
candidates industry 
ready, on Tuesday was 
awarded the presti-
gious World Summit 
on the Information 
Society (WSIS) award 
of the United Nations, 
Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee said.

“Out of 1062 nom-

inations in 18 catego-
ries from all over the 
world, #UtkarshBangla 
emerged No 1 in the 
Capacity Building cat-
egory to win this pres-
tigious award of @WSI-
Sprocess #wsis2019,” 
she tweeted.

WSIS Prizes is an in-
ternational contest to 
create an effective mech-
anism to evaluate and 
recognise individuals, 
governments and private 

bodies for outstanding 
success in implement-
ing development ori-
ented strategies that 
leverage the power of 
ICTs as an enabler of 
the development.

The West Bengal gov-
ernment had received an-
other UN award in 2017 
for its ‘Kanyashree’ proj-
ect, a targeted condition-
al cash transfer scheme 
aimed at promoting edu-
cation among girls.
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Messi rested as win over Alaves 
edges Barca closer to the title

Barcelona, Apr 24 
(AfP): Barcelona will 
win La Liga on Wednes-
day if Atletico Madrid 
lose to Valencia after a 
2-0 victory over Alaves 
gave them a 12-point lead 
at the top of the table. Li-
onel Messi started on the 
bench at Mendizorrotza 
on Tuesday in a move 
that made clear just 
how comfortable Barca 
are in this title race, its 
conclusion surely now 
only a matter of when 
rather than if. Should 
Atletico avoid defeat 
to Valencia at the 
Wanda Metropolitano, 
the Catalans will still 
be crowned champi-
ons on Saturday at the 
Camp Nou with a victo-
ry over Levante.

They could even have 
it wrapped up before 
kick-off on Saturday if At-
letico fail to take at least 
four points from Valencia 
and Real Valladolid, the 
latter whom they face a 
few hours earlier on Sat-
urday. “It’s an incredibly 
valuable win,” coach Er-
nesto Valverde said.

“In the end however 
much as people say the 
league is won, it has to be 
achieved on the field.

“We are at the gates 
now, needing three 
points more with four 
games ahead. It is an im-
mense joy to be in this 
position after so many 
months of work.”

Real Madrid, who 
play their game in hand 
against Getafe on Thurs-
day, sit 16 points adrift in 
third. Alaves stay eighth, 
their hopes of a Europa 
League spot fading fast.

Messi came on as a 

substitute in the 61st 
minute shortly after his 
team had scored twice, 
Carles Alena guiding one 
into the corner before 
Luis Suarez, in Messi’s 
absence, took and dis-
patched a penalty.

Valverde leaving out 
his captain and star play-
er, presumably with an 
eye on next week’s Cham-
pions League semi-final 
against Liverpool, was a 
luxury Barcelona have 

earned and can afford.
Liverpool, still jos-

tling with Manches-
ter City in the Premier 
League, are unlikely to 
feel the same sort of con-
fidence when they face 
Huddersfield on Friday.

“The idea at half-time 
was to play Leo because 
the result was not clear,” 
Valverde said.

“But regarding the 
Golden Boot and that 
sort of thing, we are only 

focused on what we have 
to do to win.

“Leo has a lot of 
individual challenges 
ahead but today it was 
time to rest.”

Other players were 
preserved too. Jordi Alba, 
Clement Lenglet and Ar-
thur Melo all began on the 
bench, allowing Samuel 
Umtiti more minutes as 
he recovers from a knee 
injury, while the strug-
gling Philippe Coutinho 

started in a front three 
with Ousmane Dembele 
and Suarez.

Alena, the 21-year-
old Spaniard, scored his 
second La Liga goal and 
showed again why many 
believe he could be a key 
figure for Barcelona in 
the years to come.
- CONSISTENT SUAREZ -

Suarez’s goal, mean-
while, was his 21st in 
the league and marks 
the fourth consecutive 

season in which he has 
passed the 20 mark for 
Barca. He might have 
scored earlier but shot 
straight at Fernando Pa-
checo when sent clear in 
the opening stages, while 
Coutinho followed up but 
his rebound was blocked.

Sergi Roberto fired 
over from inside the area 
but it was his run down 
the right that created 
Alena’s opener in the 
54th minute.

After a neat exchange 
with Arturo Vidal, Sergi 
played inside, through 
the legs of Suarez and to 
the feet of Alena. He con-
trolled and placed the ball 
coolly into the corner.

Six minutes later, and 
one before the intro-
duction of Messi, Suarez 
doubled the lead from 
the spot. Umtiti bundled 
in on the line and as VAR 
checked him for offside, 
Alaves’ Tomas Pina was 
shown to have hand-
balled moments before. 
Suarez made no mistake.

Messi hit the wood-
work, his shot well 
saved by Pacheco, and 
Coutinho drove wide 
late on. Two was enough 
for the win and, possi-
bly, the title.

Ankita stuns former US Open 
champion Samantha Stosur

Anning (China), Apr 24 
(PTI): India’s top wom-
en’s singles player Ankita 
Raina shocked former US 
Open champion Saman-
tha Stosur for the biggest 
win of her career, pro-
gressing to the second 
round of Kunping Open 
here Wednesday.

The Indian, an Asian 
Games bronze medallist, 
shocked the fancied Aus-
tralian 7-5 2-6 6-5 in a 
gruelling two hours and 
fifty minutes battle at the 
WTA 125K event.

This is the second 
time the two faced off, 
with Stosur winning their 

last encounter in straight 
sets. The 26-year-old In-
dian struggled to hold 
her and managed only 
three aces throughout the 
match compared to Stosur, 
who smashed seven aces. 
However, the world no 77 
made more errors -- 18 
double faults -- compared 
to Ankita’s six.

She will face Kai-Lin 
Zhang of China in the sec-
ond round.

Raina, ranked 178, 
had finished runner up 
at the USD 60,000 ITF 
event in Istanbul earlier 
this month. Last year, she 
became only the third In-

dian woman tennis play-
er after Sania Mirza and 
Nirupama Vaidyanathan 
to breach the top-200 
rankings in singles.

Stosur had won the 
2011 US Open defeating 
Serena Williams in the fi-
nal. She is a former world 
No. 1 in doubles and has 
won six other grand slam 
titles, including 2005 US 
Open, 2006 French Open, 
and 2019 Australian Open 
women’s doubles events, 
and the 2005 Australian 
Open, 2008 Wimbledon 
Championships and 2014 
Wimbledon Championships 
mixed doubles events.

Asia badminton c’ship: Sindhu, Saina enter second round, Srikanth crashes out
Wuhan (China), Apr 24 (PTI): 
Top Indian shuttlers P V Sindhu and 
Saina Nehwal notched up contrast-
ing wins to enter the second round 
but Kidambi Srikanth suffered a 
shock defeat in the Asia Badminton 
Championship here Wednesday.

Olympic and world champion-
ship silver-medallist Sindhu eased 
past Takahashi Sayaka of Japan in 
straight games.

Sindhu looked in command 
from the beginning and registered 
a thumping 21-14 21-7 victory in 
just 28 minutes. The fourth-seeded 
Indian will next face Choirunnisa 
of Indonesia.

World number nine Saina had to 
work hard to get the better of China’s 
Han Yue.

The seventh seeded Indian 
came back strongly to pull off a 
thrilling 12-21 21-11 21-17 win 
after conceding the first game. The 
London Olympics bronze-medallist 
will next square off against Kim Ga 
Eun of South Korea.

In men’s singles, fifth seed Sri-
kanth lost to Indonesia’s Shesar 
Hiren Rhustavito in 16-21 20-22 in 
a match that lasted 44 minutes. This 
was the Indian Open finalist’s sec-

ond meeting with Rhustavito.
The two had last met at the 

BWF World Junior Championships 
in 2011, where too the Indonesian 
had defeated Srikanth 11-21, 21-13, 

21-16. Sameer Verma notched up a 
hard-fought 21-13 17-21 21-18 vic-
tory over Sakai Kazumasa of Japan.

The Indian survived a scare after 
losing the second game but, follow-

ing a struggle that lasted an hour 
and seven minutes, he trumped the 
Japanese. The world number 15 In-
dian will next face Hong Kong’s Ng 
Ka Long Angus.

It was end of the road for the 
men’s doubles pair of M R Arjun 
and Ramchandran Shlok, who went 
down 18-21 15-21 to the Chinese 
duo of He Jiting and Tan Qiang.

In the women’s doubles event 
India’s campaign came to end as all 
three pairs lost their matches.

Meghana Jakkampudi and Poor-
visha S Ram lost 21-13 21-16 to the 
Thai pair of Jongkolphan Kitithar-
akul and Rawinda Prajongjai fol-
lowed by Pooja Dandu and Sanjana 
Santosh going down 21-13 12-21 
21-12 to the Sri Lankan duo of 
Thilini Pramodika Hendahewa and 
Kavidi Sirimannage.

Aparna Balan-Sruthi K were 
ousted after a 12-21 10-21 loss in 
just 25 minutes to the unseeded Sin-
gaporean pairing of Jin Yujia and Su-
giarto and Barkah Yulfira.

I would have been dropped a long time 
ago in my previous team: Watson

Chennai, Apr 24 (PTI): 
Shane Watson couldn’t 
thank Mahendra Singh 
Dhoni and Stephen Flem-
ing enough after ending 
his prolonged slump in 
form, saying he would 
have been “dropped a 
long time ago” in his pre-
vious franchise.

He had gone with-
out a fifty in his first 10 
innings of the ongoing 
Indian Premier League 
before striking 96 off 53 
balls on Tuesday night 
to guide Chennai Super 
Kings to a win over Sun-
risers Hyderabad.

“I can’t thank Stephen 
Fleming and M S Dhoni 
enough for their belief 
in me. Just about every 
other team I’ve been 
in... for me to miss out 
on not scoring runs for 
long as I had through-
out the tournament, if I 
had been in a previous 
team I would have been 
dropped a long time 
ago,” Watson said.

Thanks to Watson’s 
knock, CSK chased down 
a target of 176 with six 
wickets to spare.

“... So, for Stephen 

Fleming and MS Dhoni 
in particular to keep the 
faith in me and knowing 
that I had a really good 
innings in me it was 
great,” the 37-year old 
Watson told reporters.

“For me personal-
ly, knowing that I had 
come off from the PSL 
and coming into this I 
was flying high and then 
things didn’t go my way. 
I lost a bit of rhythm in 
my batting.

“So, for them to keep 
faith in me I really ap-
preciate it. In the end, 
you need a bit of luck 
going your way as well. 
Bhuvi worked me over 
in the first couple of 
overs in particular and 
you need those little 

bits of luck,” he added.
The strongly built 

batsman who hammered 
leg-spinner Rashid Khan 
for quite a few runs, said 
the Afghan is one of the 
best in this format.

The Australian was 
effusive in his praise 
of compatriot and SRH 
opener David Warner, 
who has been in tremen-
dous form this IPL.

“I really don’t sort of 
remember for the last 
four-five years a tour-
nament where Warner 
hasn’t scored a hell lot of 
runs. He’s a world-class 
player.

“It’s very sad the 
events that happened 
which made him miss 12 
months of international 

cricket but Australia are 
going to be very lucky to 
have him coming back 
into the team because 
he’s a match-winner and 
a world-class batsman,” 
Watson added.

SRH all-rounder 
Shakib Al Hasan praised 
Watson’s batting which 
took the game away from 
his team.

“Well the first plan 
was to get him out be-
cause we know how 
dangerous he is. Once 
he takes his time in the 
crease for five-six overs, 
it gets very difficult to get 
him out.

“And the power that 
he’s got, he can easily 
clear boundaries. Even 
his miss-hits go for six. 
We knew the danger he 
can produce against us. 
So the plan was to get 
him out but we couldn’t 
do that. And once he was 
set, he just took the bowl-
ers on.” The Bangladesh 
cricketer said Watson 
struggled in the initial 
overs but the team knew 
once he settled he could 
make up for that with his 
big hits. 

On top of Asia: 
Indian boxers 
aim to continue 
marauding 
run in semis
Bangkok, Apr 24 (PTI): 
The men have already 
equalled their best ever 
medal haul, while the 
women have maintained 
their consistent domina-
tion to put India on top 
of the standings ahead 
of the semifinals of the 
Asian Boxing Champion-
ships here on Thursday.

Thirteen of the coun-
try’s boxers -- seven men 
and six women -- are as-
sured of at least bronze 
medals after advancing 
to the last-four stage of 
the marquee continental 
championship.

The performance has 
placed India ahead of 
powerhouses Kazakh-
stan (seven men and four 
women) and China (two 
men and eight women).

The men in medal 
rounds are Deepak Singh 
(49kg), Amit Panghal 
(52kg), Kavinder Singh 
Bisht (56kg), Shiva Tha-
pa (60kg), Ashish (69kg), 
Ashish Kumar (75kg) and 
Satish Kumar (+91kg).

Nikhat Zareen (51kg), 
Manisha (54kg), Sonia 
Chahal (57kg), L Sarita 
Devi (60kg), Simranjit 
Kaur (64kg) and Pooja 
Rani (75kg) make up In-
dia’s representation in 
the women’s semifinals.

Wednesday is rest 
day in the tournament, 
being held simultaneous-
ly for men and women 
for the first time, and the 
local organisers took the 
opportunity to arrange 
a shopping trip for the 
competing boxers.

“So far we have done 
exceptionally well but 
now comes the big test. 
All these semifinals are 
being treated as finals,” 
India’s High Performance 
Director Santiago Nieva 
told PTI. The best per-
formance by men was in 
2009, which led to seven 
medals in India’s kitty, 
including one gold. The 
best by women was back 
in 2005 in Taiwan when 
India finished overall 
champions with 11 med-
als, seven of them gold.

The Indian jugger-
naut has been unstoppa-
ble so far and national 
coach C A Kuttappa said 
rediscovering the aggres-
sive streak has been vital 
to the success.

“It’s good to be cau-
tious when you are faced 
with a tough opponent 
but overall it is better if 
you make a statement 
from the word go. That’s 
what we have succeed-
ed in doing consistently 
here,” he said. This was 
acknowledged by Nieva 
as well but he also assert-
ed that strategy always 
depends on the rival.

“We have tried to 
enforce ourselves from 
word go but os course, 
that can change if we are 
faced with a tricky op-
ponent. In that situation 
it is better to take stock 
and counter-attack,” he 
explained. In Thursday’s 
afternoon session, na-
tional champion Deepak 
will take Kazakhstan’s 
Temirtas Zhussupov, 
Kavinder will square off 
Mongolian Enkh-Amar 
Khakhuu and Ashish Ku-
mar (75kg) will fight Iran’s 
Seyedshahin Mousavi.

Among the women, 
last edition’s silver-med-
allist Manisha, Sarita 
and Pooja will be in 
action against Taiwan’s 
Huang Hsiao-Wen, Chi-
na’s Yang Wenlu and 
Kazakhstan’s Fariza 
Sholtay respectively. 
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China wins Belt and Road fans but criticism persists
Beijing, Apri 23 (AfP): 
President Xi Jinping will 
lead a hard sales push 
at a Beijing summit this 
week, to corral more 
countries into a global 
infrastructure project at 
the core of China’s su-
perpower ambitions and 
win over those who see a 
strategic threat.

The Belt and Road 
Initiative (BRI) envisages 
massive investments in 
maritime, road and rail 
projects across 65 coun-
tries from Asia to Europe 
and Africa that collec-
tively account for 30 per 
cent of global GDP.

If fully realised, it 
could shape the world 
economic and geopolit-
ical landscape for de-
cades to come.

But its scope and am-
bition have divided Eu-
rope, while US officials 
have called it a “vanity 
project”, and detractors 
have warned that it is 
laden with debt risks and 
opaque deals favouring 
Chinese firms and labour.

Despite the criticism, 

momentum appears to 
be on Xi’s side, with lead-
ers from 37 countries 
flocking to Beijing for the 
three-day summit begin-
ning Thursday.

It’s the second such 
event, with an inaugural 
2017 summit bringing 
29 leaders together.

China added a key na-
tion to its Belt and Road 
roster when Italy be-
came the first G7 mem-
ber to sign on to the 
project last month.

Prime Minister Gi-
useppe Conte will par-
ticipate in the summit 
and Switzerland ap-
pears set to sign on with 
President Ueli Maurer 
flying to Beijing.

Russian President 
Vladimir Putin and oth-
er leaders from Europe, 
Asia and Africa will also 
attend, but major EU 
nations are sending 
ministers and the Unit-
ed States said it would 
not have a high-level 
delegation.

Since Xi launched 
Belt and Road in 2013, 

China has invested USD 
90 billion in projects 
while banks have provid-
ed between USD 200 bil-
lion and USD 300 billion 
in loans, according to 
Xiao Weiming, a Chinese 
government official over-
seeing Belt and Road.

Sri Lanka turned over 
a deep-sea port to China 
for 99-years after it was 
unable to repay loans. 

Pakistan needs an in-
ternational bailout. And 
Montenegro has had to 
make difficult choices 
after taking on crush-
ing Chinese debt to pay 
a Chinese company to 
build a new highway.

It has also become an 
election issue in some 
countries.

Chinese officials 
say the projects foster 

development in poor 
countries and Xiao 
dismissed “debt trap” 
warnings as repeating 
“the same old tune”.

Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi denied last 
week that the project 
was a “geopolitical tool”, 
though he admitted that 
“jointly building the Belt 
and Road is a developing 
process, it won’t happen 

overnight, and there will 
inevitably be some trou-
bles.”  Italy rolled out a 
red carpet for Xi Jinping 
in Rome last month and 
signed a memorandum 
of understanding on the 
Belt and Road, with Bei-
jing planning to invest in 
Italian ports.

The NATO member 
country’s ascension 
drew consternation in 

Brussels and Washing-
ton, and even within the 
leadership of Rome’s 
ruling coalition - Deputy 
Prime Minister Matteo 
Salvini said Italy would 
be “no-one’s colony”.

For China, the initia-
tive is both a practical 
solution to economic is-
sues at home and a way 
to expand its global in-
fluence - a key concern 
for Xi, who frequently 
trumpets the goal of a 
“great rejuvenation of 
the Chinese nation”.

It “alleviates a lot of 
the built up excess indus-
trial capacity that results 
from the Chinese eco-
nomic model,” said James 
Bowen of the Perth US-
Asia Center.

“Chinese workers 
need jobs and China has 
materials that need to be 
exported and built out in 
other countries rather 
than in China.” The World 
Bank estimates that Belt 
and Road funded infra-
structure could mar-
ginally boost trade and 
officials there say it is 

offering funding in areas 
where it is sorely needed.

But the money comes 
as loans instead of aid, 
requiring countries to 
pay China back for the 
massive projects its com-
panies and people build.

Pushing back has 
proved a successful elec-
tion issue in Asia, in-
cluding in Sri Lanka, the 
Maldives and Malaysia, 
as the trademark infra-
structure push is used 
to whip up fears about 
eroding sovereignty.

In the Maldives, Ibra-
him Mohamed Solih 
claimed victory last year 
on the back of an an-
ti-corruption campaign 
targeting the opaque 
deals with Beijing and 
“China’s colonialism”.

Opposition candi-
dates in Sri Lanka and 
Malaysia similarly wield-
ed the debt laden deals to 
victory.

The new Malaysian 
prime minister cancelled 
some and renegotiated 
a rail project cutting 30 
per cent off the price tag.

Iranian parliament labels 
entire US military as terrorist

Tehran, Apr 24 (AP): 
Iranian lawmakers have 
overwhelmingly ap-
proved a bill that labels 
all US military forces 
as terrorist, state TV 
reported, a day after 
Washington ratcheted 
up pressure on Tehran 
by announcing that no 
country would any lon-
ger be exempt from US 
sanctions if it continues 
to buy Iranian oil.

The bill is a step fur-
ther from the one last 
week, when lawmakers 
approved labelling just 
US troops in the Middle 
East as terrorist, in re-
sponse to the US terror-
ism designation for Iran’s 
Revolutionary Guard 
earlier this month. The 
Trump administration 
re-imposed sanctions on 
Iran, including on its en-
ergy sector, last Novem-
ber, after pulling America 
out of the landmark 2015 
nuclear deal between 
Iran and world powers. 

The US designa-
tion against Iran’s Rev-
olutionary Guard the 
first-ever for an entire 
division of another gov-
ernment added another 
layer of sanctions to the 
powerful paramilitary 
force, making it a crime 
under US jurisdiction to 
provide the guard with 
material support. 

On Monday, President 
Donald Trump decided 
to do away with waivers 
as part of the administra-
tion’s “maximum pres-

sure” campaign on Iran 
that aims to eliminate 
all of its revenue from oil 
exports that the US says 
funds destabilising activ-
ity throughout the Mid-
east and beyond. 

Hours before Trump’s 
announcement, Iran reit-
erated its long-running 
threat to close the Strait 
of Hormuz if it’s prevent-
ed from using the crucial 
waterway in the Persian 
Gulf through which about 
a third of all oil traded at 
sea passes. 

The US Navy has in 
the past accused Iranian 
patrol boats of harassing 
American warships in 
the waterway. 

Iran’s Foreign Minis-
try promptly brushed off 
Trump’s move to stop the 
oil waivers, saying the Is-
lamic Republic “basically 
has not seen and does 
not see any worth and 

validity for the waivers”. 
But on Tuesday, 173 

out of 215 lawmakers at 
the parliament session 
in Tehran voted for the 
new bill.  Only four voted 
against while the rest ab-
stained; the chamber has 
290 seats. 

The bill confirms 
Iran’s earlier label of the 
US Central Command, 
also known as CENT-
COM, and all its forces as 
terrorist.  Any military 
and non-military help, 
including logistics sup-
port, to CENTCOM that 
can be detrimental to the 
Revolutionary Guard will 
be considered a terrorist 
action, the semi-official 
ISNA news agency said. 

The bill also demands 
the Iranian government 
take unspecified action 
against other govern-
ments that formally back 
the US designation. 

Saudi Arabia, Bah-
rain and Israel have all 
supported the Trump ad-
ministration’s designa-
tion.  The lawmakers also 
requested Iran’s intelli-
gence agency provide a 
list of all CENTCOM com-
manders within three 
months so that Iran’s 
judiciary can prosecute 
them in absentia as ter-
rorists.  The bill requires 
final approval by Iran’s 
constitutional watchdog 
to become law.

Other than under-
scoring Iran’s defiance, 
it’s unclear what impact 
the bill could actually 
have, either in the Per-
sian Gulf or beyond. 

The Revolutionary 
Guard has forces and 
wields influence in Iraq, 
Syria, Lebanon and Ye-
men, and is in charge of 
Iranian missiles that have 
US bases in their range.

Brazil court reduces ex-
president Lula’s sentence

Rio De Janeiro, Apr 24 
(AfP): A Brazilian ap-
peals court has reduced 
leftist former president 
Luiz Inacio Lula da Sil-
va’s 12-year sentence 
for bribery and money 
laundering. 

In a unanimous de-
cision, the four judges 
on the Superior Court 
of Justice panel hearing 
Lula’s appeal agreed to 
uphold his conviction, 
but reduced the sen-
tence to eight years and 
10 months. 

The hearing was 
broadcast live on the 
court’s YouTube chan-
nel. The 73-year-old left-
ist icon, who has been 
sentenced to 25 years 
behind bars in two sep-
arate corruption cases, 
marked his first year in 
jail earlier this month. 

Lula was handed 12 
years and one month on 
charges that he accepted 
a seaside apartment as a 
bribe for helping the OAS 
construction company 
during his 2003-2010 
presidency to get lucra-

tive deals with state oil 
firm Petrobras. 

Lula is also appealing 
the second sentence of 
almost 13 years handed 
down in February for ac-
cepting renovation work 
by two construction com-
panies on a farmhouse in 
exchange for ensuring 
they won contracts with 
Petrobras. 

Lula has denied all 
the charges against him, 
claiming they were polit-
ically motivated with the 
aim of preventing him 
competing in elections 
last year that were won 
by Brazil’s new far-right 
President Jair Bolsonaro. 

During his election 
campaign, Bolsonaro 
said he hoped Lula would 
“rot in prison.” 

Lula has been al-
lowed to leave jail twice 
in the past 12 months -- 
once for the funeral of his 
seven-year-old grandson 
and the other time was 
to give evidence in court. 

The reduced sentence 
means Lula could be el-
igible for “semi-open” 

prison from September 
or October.  That would 
enable Lula to sleep 
in his cell at night but 
work outside during the 
day, law professor Lenio 
Streck told AFP. 

But that depends on 
the outcome of Lula’s ap-
peals in the second con-
viction. 

Lula’s efforts to get 
out of jail were dealt a 
blow recently when the 
Supreme Court indefi-
nitely delayed debate on 
whether a prisoner con-
victed of a non-violent 
crime should be released 
before the end of their 
appeals process, which 
could have potentially 
freed him. 

Bolsonaro’s victory 
in October’s elections 
ended decades of cen-
ter-left rule in Brazil and 
reduced Lula’s chances 
of freedom. 

Soon after winning, 
Bolsonaro named Sergio 
Moro, the anticorruption 
judge who handed Lula 
his first conviction, as 
justice minister.

Majority of Lankan suicide bombers from well-
to-do families, one studied in the UK: Minister

Colombo, Apr 24 (PTI): 
The majority of the Eas-
ter Sunday suicide bomb-
ers were from well-to-do 
Sri Lankan families and 
they were well-educat-
ed, including one who 
studied in the UK, State 
Defense Minister Ru-
wan Wijewardene said 
Wednesday. 

Sri Lanka’s govern-
ment has blamed the 
attacks on three Catho-
lic churches and three 
luxury hotels on a lit-
tle-known Islamist group 
National Tawheed Ja-
math (NTJ).

Speaking at a press 
conference, Police 

Spokesman Ruwan Gu-
nasekara said nine sui-
cide bombers took part 
in the Easter Sunday 
bombings. 

Out of the nine, eight 
have been identified. 
The ninth bomber was 
confirmed as the wife of 
one of the suicide bomb-
ers, he said. Sharing 
more information on the 
bombers, Minister Wijew-
ardene said most of them 
are well-educated, and 
come from middle- or up-
per-middle-class families. 

“They are financially 
quite independent and 
their families are quite 
stable financially,” he 

said. He added, “We be-
lieve that one of the sui-
cide bombers studied in 
the UK and maybe later 
on did his post-gradua-
tion in Australia, before 
coming back to settle in 
Sri Lanka.” 

Two of the bombers 
are reportedly brothers 
and the sons of a wealthy 
Colombo spice trader. 
They detonated their 
explosives at the Shan-
gri-La and the Cinnamon 
Grand hotels.

The announcement 
that most of the attackers 
were “well educated” and 
“middle class” families is 
not as surprising as it 

sounds. Although pov-
erty and lack of oppor-
tunities have steered 
many youngsters to ter-
rorism, there are also 
examples of individuals 
abandoning a relatively 
comfortable lifestyle for 
a violent cause.

The late notorious Is-
lamic State executioner 
Mohammed Emwazi, or 
“Jihadi John”, attended 
the University of West-
minster in London. 
There have also been 
cases of British jihadists 
who have worked for 
the National Health Ser-
vice, including doctors, 
the BBC reported.

Sri Lanka 
police carry 
out controlled 
explosion on 
motorcycle 
near cinema 
hall
Colombo, Apr 24 (PTI): 
Sri Lanka remained on 
high alert as police on 
Wednesday carried out 
a controlled explosion of 
a suspicious motorcycle 
parked near a cinema 
hall here.

The police said that 
the area near the Savoy 
Cinema at Wellawat-
ta, South Colombo was 
cleared and the con-
trolled explosion was 
carried out by the bomb 
disposal squad to check 
the motorcycle which 
had no owner.

No explosives were 
found in the vehicle.

Sri Lankan police 
have asked all motorists 
and motor cyclists to 
leave their contact num-
bers in their vehicles 
when they leave them 
parked in the city.

Security forces have 
launched nationwide 
search operations to nab 
the perpetrators of the 
Easter Sunday bomb at-
tacks that claimed more 
than 350 lives. Several 
people have been arrest-
ed in connection with the 
attacks.

The Islamic State ter-
ror group has claimed 
responsibility for the 
devastating blasts when 
seven suicide bombers 
carried out the series of 
blasts that tore through 
churches and luxury ho-
tels in Sri Lanka on Eas-
ter Sunday, in the coun-
try’s worst terror attack.
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RECORD BREAKERS!   The K-pop superstars, BTS 
celebrate their new album hitting #1 on the UK albums chart. 
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ARIES: Are you working your dream job, 
Ram—or still dreaming about it? It’s cru-
cial for your passionate sign to feel like 
the work you do is in alignment with your 
heart’s desires. Today, alchemical Pluto 
downshifts into retrograde (backward) 
motion in your career zone until October 
3. Use this cosmic slowdown to reassess 
and realign your professional values.  
TAURUS: Tired of the same old same old, 
Taurus? Your sign loves a slow and steady 
routine, but you run the risk of missing out 
on exciting impromptu opportunities that 
could shake up the status quo in a really 
good way. Old habits die hard, and in order 
to create space for what’s to come, you’ve 
got to loosen your grip on any draining at-
tachments.  
GEMINI: Draw the blinds and hang the Do 
Not Disturb sLook inward, Gemini. Today 
marks a rare and potent cosmic concord, but 
you’ll need to be proactive to benefit from 
it. The ego-driven Sun meets up with radical 
Uranus in your twelfth house of the uncon-
scious and healing. The stars will support you 

if you need to confront deep-seated issues or 
unhealthy habits. You might want tap a coach, 
therapist or healer because these types of prob-
lems can be complex and difficult to unpack. 
Keep a journal on your nightstand: Psychic 
messages may come through in your sleep.  
CANCER: You’ll be the life of the party, 
Cancer, as the Sun dances its annual do-si-
do with shock, jock Uranus in your eleventh 
house of group activity. Your charms are 
irresistible today, as you give everyone in 
your path a dose of your flattering attention. 
Whether you’re chatting up your boss at 
work or bantering with a waiter at dinner, no 
one will be able to resist your allure.  
LEO: Set your sights on that brass ring! 
This Saturday, the Sun enters Taurus and 
ignites your career zone until May 20. For 
the next four weeks, lean all the way into 
your loftiest goals. Flaunt your sign’s nat-
ural leadership skills and rub elbows with 
industry leaders and VIPs. Since el Sol 
will gift you with added charisma, there’s 
no need to downplay your ambitions.  
LIBRA: On Saturday, the sizzling Sun slides 

into Taurus and your sultry eighth house, 
cranking up the spring fever. Until May 20, 
your superpower is drawing sexy admirers 
like moths to a flame. But adding another 
notch to your Gucci belt isn’t the end goal 
here since the eighth house is all about play-
ing for keeps. Single Libras are far more in-
terested forming an intense and lasting bond 
with someone special.   
VIRGO: It’s good to be cautious, Virgo, 
but are you playing it a bit TOO safe? As the 
life-giving Sun forms its annual alignment 
with irrepressible Uranus, you’ll be inspired to 
explore new frontiers. Your heart is open, and 
you’re ready to dive into the unknown, whether 
that’s a budding friendship, a foreign locale or a 
life-changing workshop.
SCORPIO: This Saturday, the Sun slides into 
your seventh house of committed partnerships, 
activating your urge to merge. But does your 
highly selective sign need to lower the bar 
just a little? Nobody will ever meet ALL your 
criteria. You could do yourself a disservice by 
dismissing someone over a few petty flaws. 
For the next four weeks, bring more balance 

to friendships, romance and business alliances. 
SAGITTARIUS: Hang up your hedo-
nist’s hat, Archer. After a wild and carefree 
month of excess, the Sun glides into Taurus 
and your healthy sixth house from Saturday 
until May 20. Skip the extra Americano and 
opt for a matcha latte or fresh smoothie for 
clean, green energy. Fill your plate with 
fresh veggies and cut back on animal prod-
ucts, excess salt and sugar. Incorporate more 
self-care into your regimen: daily move-
ment, massage, acupuncture or even a trip 
to the spa!    
CAPRICORN: Lights, camera, action! 
This Saturday, the confident Sun blasts into 
Taurus and your passionate fifth house, 
setting the stage for romance and fame. 
But don’t expect it to happen while you 
hide in the shadows, Cap. You’re going to 
have to step out in a big way before May 
20, wearing your heart on your sleeve and 
unabashedly expressing yourself. Work 
this cosmic charisma to your advantage 
and turn up the charm dial to maximum. 
You could find yourself in front of some 

serious power players during this phase, 
and you’ll want to be ready for anything!    
AQUARIUS:  Personal transformation is 
the name of the game today, as the Sun and 
your emancipated co-ruler Uranus align in 
your fourth house of home and family. They 
say, “There are no secrets that time does not 
reveal,” so why not get a healing head start 
and divulge them yourself? If you’ve been 
longing to get closer to a relative or newish 
friend, carpe diem. Meet for dinner or sched-
ule a long phone call tonight. Has a negative 
energy invaded your inner circle? !   
PISCES: Shields up, Pisces! Today, pen-
etrating Pluto turns retrograde in your 
friendship-focused eleventh house, short-
ing circuits with your squad until Octo-
ber 3. Your compassionate sign isn’t one 
to protect your heart, but for the next five 
months, you’ll want to steer clear of dra-
ma queens and energy vampires who will 
suck you dry. Some of these people might 
be close to you, making it a challenge to 
ignore them. Watch from the sidelines if 
you can and maintain neutrality.

‘Avenger: Endgame’ 
speaking to audiences globally: russo brothers

BY BEDIKA
Seoul, Apr 24 (PTI): “Avengers: Endgame” 
directors Anthony and Joe Russo love telling 
stories on a grand scale and the most special 
part about making these films, for them, is the 
ability of the genre to transcend geographical 
boundaries.

“Endgame”, which is being billed as the 
cinematic event of the year and marks the 
culmination of 22 movies in the Marvel Cin-
ematic Universe (MCU), creates a community 
experience, the director duo says.

“This movie is speaking to people about 
what works for the theatrical experience. 
There is a scale of filmmaking that is just 
better on the big screen. And these movies 
are working globally, speaking to audiences 
all around the world,” Anthony told PTI in a 
group interview here.

Commenting on the movie versus stream-
ing services debate that had taken over the 
entertainment industry recently, the director 
said maybe there are certain films that are 
more suited for the digital platform but big 
event movies that engage people around the 
world will stay strong in theatres. 

“The fact that we are able to release ‘End-
game’ in theatres at the same time, creates an 
event. People can go out with their friends, 
experience the movie and then get on the so-
cial media, talk about it and experience the 
dialogue surrounding the movie. This is why 
it is working,” Anthony added.

As if directing a mammoth two-part su-
perhero film isn’t enough, the directors often 
go to absurd lengths to avoid spoilers. 

Such is the secrecy around the story that 
even actors don’t get the entire script and the 
viewers are misdirected even in the trailers. 
The Russos have also written an emotional 

letter to fans, asking them to avoid giving out 
the plot details.

“It is part of the fun of making these mov-
ies that we want to keep misdirecting the 
fans. Nobody knows what the story is until 
they get in the movie theatre. We live in a cul-
ture, where everything is viewed as yesterday. 
There is a minority who likes to spoil things. 

“We do everything to protect the integri-
ty of the viewing experience for people who 
don’t want spoilers because they spent years 
of their lives caring about these characters,” 
Joe said. After four movies in a row -- “Captain 
America: Winter Soldier”, “Captain America: 
Civil War”, “Avengers: Infinity War” and the 
upcoming “Endgame”, there was a “sense of 
finality” and a need for “a break”, they say.

“Things just kept unfolding. We certainly 
love telling stories on a grand scale but our fa-
vourite aspect about this job is to share these 
stories with the world and then go around the 
world and talk about them. We are fans before 
we became filmmakers,” is how Joe summed 
up his experience on these film.

For Anthony, too, “Endgame” marks the 
beginning of an end.

“Each of the other movies that we 
made, we never had the sense that this 
is it. There was always the possibility of 
something else and, of course, the MCU 
will go on but there is a sense of finality 
happening with this movie, which is dif-
ferent from anything we have done before. 
It ups the stakes of what we are doing and 
the story we are telling on this one,” he 
says.  After the much needed break, their 
new journey will begin with an Avenger as 
the director duo will move into “Cherry” 
with “Spider-Man” star Tom Holland.

“Endgame” will hit the theatres this Friday.

‘blank’ has become big due to Sunny 
deol, Akshay kumar: karan kapadia

Feel i am making my debut 
every two years: kunal kemmu

Mumbai, Apr 24 (PTI): From 
playing intense parts to 
switching to comedy, Kunal 
Kemmu says every time he 
tries to feature in diverse 
films, it feels as if he is mak-
ing his debut every second 
year in Bollywood. The actor 
started out as a child artiste in 
the 1990s and went on to do 
films such as “Hum Hain Rahi 
Pyar Ke”, “Raja Hindustani”, 
“Zakhm”, and “Dushman”.

“I still feel I’m a newcomer 
on the basis of the responses 
I get. People tell me ‘oh you 
look so young’, ‘oh he’s come-
back with a new film.’ I keep 
feeling I constantly debut 
every two years,” Kunal told 
PTI.  After having worked as a 
child artiste for a decade, the 
actor proved his mettle as a 
lead actor with his 2005 de-
but “Kalyug” and followed it 
up with “Traffic Signal”, both 
high on content films. 

His career witnessed a 

downfall after a string of 
flop films until Rohit Shet-
ty’s “Golmaal 3” in 2010 and 
Saif Ali Khan-starrer “Go Goa 
Gone” (2013) came his way. 

This constant genre-jump-
ing, Kunal says, comes with 
the aim to constantly reinvent 
himself. “It may look like a 
struggle from one perspective, 
but there are pluses and mi-
nuses. I can’t say ‘it’s all cool, 
I’m planning everything’, no. 
There are times when your 
films don’t work, your phone 
doesn’t ring and you wonder 
what you have done. You ques-
tion it (the choice). 

“But then something 
good comes along and you 
invest all your energy into it, 
as opposed to waste time on 
what happened. It’s a huge 
learning that things aren’t al-
ways in your control. You can 
only be responsible for what 
you’re doing,” he adds. The 
actor says both success and 

failure in his 15-year-long 
career has only made him an 
optimist.  “It has been a jour-
ney of ups and downs. There 
have been moments of im-
mense joy and heartbreaks. 
Everything I have gone 
through has made me better.” 

In his latest, multistarrer 
“Kalank”, which also featured 
Alia Bhatt, Varun Dhawan, 
Sanjay Dutt, Madhuri Dixit 
Nene, Sonakshi Sinha and 
Aditya Roy Kapur, Kunal was 
the one to steal the thunder 
as an antagonist, Abdul. 

Kunal, 35, is “over-
whelmed” with the response 
coming his way for “Kalank” 
and he gives credit to produc-
er Karan Johar for “trusting” 
him with his grand vision.

“I thought this guy is 
trusting me with something 
that I’ve not done. He be-
lieved in me and I went ahead 
with it. I played the part to 
the best of my ability.”  

Mumbai, Apr 24 (PTI): Veteran ac-
tor Dimple Kapadia’s nephew Karan 
is making his Bollywood debut with 
“Blank” and he feels overwhelmed 
with the presence of two big stars - 
Sunny Deol and Akshay Kumar in the 
film.  In “Blank”, Deol plays the role of 
an ATS chief on a mission 
to neutralise a suicide 
bomber (Karan). His 
brother-in-law actor Ak-
shay, on the other hand, 
gave his support through 
a special song in the film. 

“When I signed the 
film in 2016, Sunny sir 
was not a part of it at that 
time. It was a small film 
then. Now it has become 
a big film due to Sunny 
sir and Akshay sir. It is 
incredible. I had never 
imagined it this way,” Karan told PTI.

“I am a first-time actor, Behzad 
Khambata is a new director and you 
need someone of that kind of experi-
ence. It also helps you workwise. They 
have loyal, die-hard fans and that too 
helps in getting attention,” he said. 

Karan’s mother, late actor Simple 
Kapadia, was also a costume designer 
on some of Deol’s films. 

“From being a kid on his sets, when 
he was at the peak of his career, to 
now sharing a frame with him, it was 
all surreal. I was very nervous when I 
was doing the first scene with him. I 
can say that he elevates the film to an-
other level, his presence just adds up,” 
he said.  Talking about the high-ener-
gy number Akshay shot for “Blank”, 
Karan said, the song was initially not 
a part of the plan.

“He was really proud of what I 
had done and said this was his way of 
wishing me luck. We never saw it com-
ing,” he added.

Karan, who plays the role of an 
antagonist in his debut, says the film 
came to him at a time when he was ea-
gerly waiting for an opportunity. 

“I had decided that I will act in 
films when I was 11. At 15, I started 
working towards it. I dropped out 
of a BMM (Bachelor of Mass Media) 
course. I had thought about going to 
New York and studying acting in a film 
school but things did not work out.

“I was asked to assist on ‘Boss’ 
(starring Akshay). Also, I went for au-
ditions but they are tricky as you don’t 
get the parts you want to do. I was as-
sessing my options on what to do next. 
I had even thought of going to south 
for auditions.”  He trained at Barry 
John Acting Studio and later went to 
Jeff Goldberg Studio, he said. 

“I believe one learns more on sets 
and from experience. I assisted on 
films, went for auditions to gain as 
much knowledge as possible. For this 
film, I had two years to prepare and 
construct my character with the help 
of my director.” 

The newcomer said he deliberate-
ly chose not to seek help of his cousin 
Twinkle Khanna and Akshay. 

“I have had a regular childhood. 
I have stayed away from everything. 
I never told my family to launch me. 
I wanted to do it on my own and I 
knew it is going to be a struggle. I 
did not get launched, I got a break. 
These two things sound similar, but 
they are different.” 

“Blank” is slated to be released 
on may 3.

Jacqueline 
Fernandez to make 

digital debut 
with Netflix’s ‘Mrs 

Serial killer’

Mumbai, Apr 24 (PTI): Jacqueline 
Fernandez is set to make foray into 
the digital entertainment space with 
Netflix thriller “Mrs Serial Killer”, the 
streaming service announced Wednes-
day. The film is directed by Shirish 
Kunder and produced by Farah Khan.

“When her husband is framed and 
imprisoned for serial murders, a dot-
ing wife must perform a murder ex-
actly like the serial killer, to prove her 
husband innocent,” reads the one-line 
synopsis of the movie.

The feature is one of the 10 new 
Netflix Indian original films that the 
streamer announced last week. “Mrs 
Serial Killer” is slated to be released on 
the streaming platform later this year.

In a statement, Farah said, “So 
thrilled that Jacqueline is making her 
digital debut with our film ‘Mrs Serial 
Killer’. In the digital platform that ev-
eryone wants to be on Netflix, Shirish 
and I are excited. We are gearing up 
to give the audiences something com-
pletely new and unexpected.” 

By the end of 2020, a total of 15 
new original Indian films -- including 
previously announced titles “Music 
Teacher”, “Cobalt Blue”, “Chopsticks”, 
“Upstarts” and “Bulbul” -- will be avail-
able to Netflix subscribers around the 
world, the streamer said previously.


