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daily page, please like, share, comment 
and let us know we can improve.

Thank you!

https://www.facebook.com/SummitTimesSikkim/

SKM manifesto promises jobs and 
subsistence allowance to the unemployed
Sagar Chhetri
Gangtok, 27 Mar: 
Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha released its election 
manifesto for the up-
coming assembly and 
parliamentary elections 
here today. With an eye 
clearly on the younger 
voters, among its many 
promises, SKM has also 
announced government 
jobs for unemployed 
youth and a subsistence 
allowance of Rs 10,000 
to those who cannot be 
accommodated in a gov-
ernment job.

The manifesto was 
released by SKM party 
president, PS Tamang 
[Golay], in the presence 
of senior leaders and 
workers and candidates 
of the party. 

Holding up the gov-
ernment job promise as a 
“flagship programme” of 
the party, Mr Tamang an-
nounced that these jobs 
will be rolled out with 
100 days of SKM form-

ing the government.  He 
added that the Rs 10,000 
subsistence allowance 
would continue until the 
beneficiary landed gov-
ernment employment.

The party is also 

promising to increase 
MGNREGA wages to Rs 
300 per day by adding a 
State share, providing Rs 
5 lakh in five years in the 
name of the woman head 
of the family, introduc-

ing a 5-day week regime 
in government offices, 
upgrading Pakyong and 
Soreng sub-divisions 
to district status, regu-
larising jobs provided 
under the One Family, 

One Job scheme within 
100 days of government 
formation, regularizing 
the services of all adhoc 
teachers, waiving farmer 
loans and loans given to 
the unemployed etc.

The party has also 
promised schemes for 
workers in private com-
panies and reaffirmed 
that it will not allow the 
Citizen Amendment Bill 
to be implemented in 

Sikkim.
SKM has also prom-

ised to bring in rules 
which will require pri-
vate companies in Sik-
kim to deposit salaries of 
employees with the state 
government for distribu-
tion by the latter.

The 132-page mani-
festo, currently released 
only in Nepali with an 
English translation ex-
pected soon, is divided 
into political, social, 
economic and other is-
sues sections. 

When asked to com-
ment on the Universal 
Basic Income scheme 
floated by SDF and HSP, 
Mr Tamang, while wel-
coming it as a good con-
cept, remarked that it 
was not possible in a 
debt-laden state like 
Sikkim. Only revenue 
surplus States can imple-
ment the UBI, he said. 

He, however, added 
that the spirit of the UBI 
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Corrigendum:
Sun Maya 
Gurung, the 
Jai Maha 
Bharat Party 
Lok Sabha 
c a n d i d a te 
for the upcoming elec-
tions from Sikkim, was in-
advertently reported as an 
independent candidate in 
SummitTimes issue dated 
27 March, 2019. The same 
stands corrected herewith.

-Editor

India shoots down live satellite to demonstrate anti-satellite 
missile capability; 4th country to enter elite space power club

IND candidate withdraws 
nomination in South

Sikkim Dividend Fund Act to be created 
for UBI implementation

New Delhi, Mar 27 (PTI): India 
shot down one of its satellites in 
space on Wednesday with an an-
ti-satellite missile to demonstrate 
this complex capability, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi announced, 
making it only the fourth country to 
have used such a weapon.

Declaring India has estab-
lished itself as a global space pow-
er after the success of the opera-
tion ‘Mission Shakti’, Modi said the 
missile hit a live satellite flying in a 
Low Earth Orbit after it traversed 
a distance of almost 300 km from 
earth within three minutes of its 
launch. Modi said the space mis-
sion in which scientists including 
from the state-owned Defence 
Research and Development Or-

ganistion(DRDO) were involved 
gave the country a ‘new strength’ 
and was an effort to secure a ‘fast 
growing India’. “A strong India can 
be a guarantor of peace in the re-
gion and beyond. Our strategic 
objective is to preserve peace, not 
prepare for war.”

The announcement was made 
by the prime minister in a broad-
cast to the nation on television, 
radio and social media shortly 
before which he advertised his ad-
dress on Twitter, calling it an ‘im-
portant message’.

Modi’s tweet set the social me-
dia abuzz for about half an hour 
triggering speculation on wheth-
er the address would be about 
Emergency or bringing back un-

derworld don Dawood Ibrahim 
or killing terror outfit Jaish-e-Mo-
hammed(JeM) chief Masood 
Azhar or yet another surgical 
strike by the armed forces.

“A short while ago, India’s sci-
entists have successfully hit a tar-
get in space with an Anti-satellite 
or ASAT missile. The target was a 
live satellite which was flying in a 
Low Earth Orbit. The missile trav-
elled a distance of almost 300 km 
from earth and hit the target with-
in three minutes of its launch,” 
Modi said shortly after noon in 
his address which he said is for 
a ‘very special purpose’. The ad-
dress comes a fortnight before the 
start of the multi-phase Lok Sabha 
polls. As Modi’s announcement 

set off a political slugfest, DRDO 
Chairman G Satheesh Reddy said 
the anti-satellite missile test is a 
reflection of the country’s grow-
ing capability to develop critical 
technology and that it will act as a 
‘good deterrence’,

Reddy said the clearance for 
the project was given over two 
years ago. “It is a great achieve-
ment for India,” he told PTI.

Experts and former scientists 
said though India had the capabil-
ity by 2012 to carry out a similar 
test, the political leadership at 
that time did not give a clearance 
to it. According to former DRDO 
chief Vijay Saraswat, India had the 
capability to carry out the test in 
2012-13 but there was no political 

clearance. Former ISRO chairman 
G Madhavan Nair also said India 
had the anti-satellite missile capabil-
ity over a decade ago but there was 
no political will at the time to demon-
strate it. The Congress-led UPA was in 
power from 2004 to 2014.

The BJP targeted the previous 
UPA government for not demon-
strating the anti-satellite missile 
capability when it was in power 
while Opposition leaders mocked 
the prime minister over his ad-
dress to the nation.

The Ministry of External Af-
fairs(MEA) came out a 10-point 
explainer to say the anti-satellite 
missile test was carried out to ver-
ify India’s capability to safeguard 
space assets and that it was not 

directed against any country.
The MEA said the test was 

done in the lower atmosphere to 
ensure there is no space debris. 
“Whatever debris that is generat-
ed will decay and fall back onto 
the earth within weeks.”

India has successfully demon-
strated its capability to interdict 
and intercept a satellite in outer 
space based on complete indig-
enous technology, it said, adding 
that the satellite used in the mis-
sion was one of India’s existing 
satellites operating in lower orbit 
while a ballistic missile defence 
interceptor was used to hit it.

Noting that India has achieved 
a remarkable success, Modi in 
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SuMMIT RePoRT
Gangtok, 27 Mar: 

Sikkim Democratic 
Front spokesperson 

and Lok Sabha MP, PD 
Rai today said that the 
Universal Basic Income 
[UBI] announced by SDF 
will build confidence in 
the youth to decide their 
future better. He added 
that UBI is a youth-cen-
tric programme that will 
provide a range of oppor-
tunities for the youth.

SDF announced the 
implementation of UBI 
in Sikkim in the national 
media on 10 Jan earlier 
this year. Chief Minister 
Pawan Chamling has also 
reiterated plans to im-
plement UBI in his recent 
press briefings.

Addressing a press 
conference here this 
morning, Mr Rai stated 
that this concept of Sik-
kim has not only taken 
India by storm but the 

world as well. UBI will 
be among the major pro-
grammes of SDF to be in-
cluded in its election man-
ifesto for 2019, he added.

Mr Rai said that this 
would be an income 
which will be provided 
every month continuous-
ly and it would be univer-
sal as every member of 
the household would be 

entitled to the income re-
gardless of whether they 
were rich or poor. 

He mentioned that it 
is not targeted at a cer-
tain section of people as 
announced by HSP or the 
Congress party president 
Rahul Gandhi. 

“It is universal and 
everyone will get it irre-
spective of belonging to 

any category,” he said.
Stating that a huge 

amount of research has 
gone into UBI, he men-
tioned that ‘Sikkim Divi-
dend Fund’ will be creat-
ed by an Act of the State 
Assembly and this Sik-
kim Dividend Fund will 
be created as a corpus 
to make payments to the 
people. The money will 

come from all natural 
resources, revenues and 
other economic activities 
of the State, he added. 

“We have thought 
this programme through 
and we are in touch with 
leading thinkers around 
the world on this particu-
lar issue and we will have 
a protracted programme 
of consultation with the 
people of Sikkim,” he said.

Mr Rai stated that the 
government will go to 
the people taking a par-
ticipatory approach for 
its implementation. 

Speaking on Hamro 
Sikkim Party’s announce-
ment to implement UBI 
as ‘Sikkim Samman Yoja-
na’ in Sikkim, he accused 
HSP of stealing SDF’s 
ideas and added that 
this only proves that HSP 
does not have any orig-
inal programme for the 
people. He also discarded
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Namchi, 27 Mar (IPR): 
As informed by Returning 
Officer (RO), South, Ragul 
K, Independent candidate 
from Namthang-Rateypani, 
Bikash Tamang withdrew 

his candidature today.
The RO (South) has 

also informed that the 
last day for withdrawal of 
candidature is on 28 Mar, 
2019 up till 3:00pm.

Cong campaigns 
in Ranipool 
and Deorali
SuMMIT RePoRT
Gangtok, 27 Mar: 

Sikkim Pradesh Con-
gress Committee 

president, Bharat Basnet, 
addressed the people of 
Ranipool and Deorali on 
different issues of the 
party today. He is the 
Congress Lok Sabha can-
didate from Sikkim.

An SPCC press re-
lease informs that Mr 
Basnet alleged that the 
people of Sikkim have 
not been able to enjoy 
the fundamental rights 
even after 44 years of de-
mocracy in the State and 
added that the people of 
Sikkim have been suffer-
ing due to governments 
of regional parties for so 
long in the State. 

He added that only a 
national party can give 
justice to the people of 
Sikkim by taking up is-
sues of the State effec-
tively with the Centre. 

Mr Basnet stated that 
victory for Congress was 
the demand of time as only 
this will address the pend-
ing demands of Sikkim.

EC to probe 
whether 
PM’s address 
to nation 
violated MCC
New Delhi, Mar 27 (PTI): 
The Election Commission 
on Wednesday set up a 
committee to examine 
the matter related to ad-
dress of the Prime Min-
ister to the nation in the 
light of the Model Code of 
Conduct which is in force 
for Lok Sabha polls.

An Election Commis-
sion spokesperson said 
the poll panel has direct-
ed a committee of offi-
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Training for BLo and 
volunteers held in North

Mangan, 27 Mar (IPR): 
Training for Booth Level 
Officer (BLO) and volun-
teers on accessible elec-
tion and Model Polling 
Stations was conducted 
here at the conference 
hall of North District Zilla 
Panchayat (NDZP), Man-
gan, today.

The training pro-
gramme was attended 
by the State Nodal Offi-
cer for Electronic Vot-
ing Machine (EVM) and 
Voter Verifiable Paper 

Audit Trail (VVPAT), PW 
Lepcha, Rohini Pradhan, 
Joint Secretary, Social 
Justice, Empowerment 
and Welfare Department 
cum State Nodal Officer 
for Accessible Election, 
Tashi Choden Bhutia, 
Joint Secretary, Office of 
the Chief Election Offi-
cer cum State Systemat-
ic Voters’ Education and 
Electoral Participation 
(SVEEP) Nodal Officer, 
SDM, Kabi cum Master 
Trainer Mahesh Sharma 

alongside 52 BLOs.
Total of 140 Students 

from different schools of 
the district have been de-
puted as volunteers who 
will volunteer People 
with Disabilities (PwD) 
on upcoming poll day. 
On the programme new 
Voter Identification Card 
has been dispatched to 
the respective BLOs and 
BLOs were also handed 
over package of T-Shirt 
and ID card which will be 
given to each volunteer. 

In each polling station 
four numbers of volun-
teers will be deputed to 
facilitate the PwD to cast 
their vote.

On the programme, 
Shri PW Lepcha ex-
plained about the acces-
sible election. Interact-
ing with the students he 
made them aware about 
the role and responsi-
bilities of the volunteers 
who will be deputed at 
different polling stations 
on the poll day.

Former CS releases book accusing 
Chamling of being a fraud

ARPAN PRADHAN
Gangtok, 27 Mar:
“Pawan Kumar Rai 
Chamling, The Greatest 
Fraud in History”, a book 
by former Chief Secretary 
of Sikkim, Sonam Wangdi, 
was released by former 
MP, Pahal Man Subba, at a 

function held here at the 
Press Club of Sikkim today. 

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Mr Wangdi said 
that the book was a “true 
compilation of facts and 
figures” and not laced by 
personal views.

“It’s all true and noth-

ing has been changed or 
altered and it if anybody 
finds it wrong may chal-
lenge it legally. It’s just a 
compilation of facts and 
figures,” said Mr Wangdi.

The function was con-
ducted by Navin Kiran 
Pradhan.

Intervention on Menstrual 
Hygiene at BAC-Pakyong

SuMMIT RePoRT
Gangtok, 27 Mar:

A day-long sensiti-
zation program on 

menstrual hygiene was 
organized by BAC-Pakyo-
ng in association with ESS 
India on 26 March, a press 
release informs. The sen-
sitization program was 
conducted at Panchayat 
Bhawan, Pakyong. 

The program was at-
tended by five different 

schools namely Dikling 
School, Dugalakha JHS, 
Raigaon JHS, Pakyong 
JHS, Pachey JHS. The 
team talked about men-
strual hygiene and sol-
id waste management 
which mainly included 
reduction in use of san-
itary pads while opting 
for more environment 
friendly alternatives. 

The main reason for 
the program was to cre-

ate awareness and to 
break the various myths 
and taboos regarding 
menstruation, the re-
lease mentions. 

The ESS members 
also gave some tips to 
the students to avoid 
various health issues 
that can occur due to 
the continuous usage of 
sanitary pads and which 
will also help to reduce 
waste so generated. 

KVK South holds Scientific 
Advisory Committee meet

SuMM IT RePoRT
Gangtok, 27 Mar:

The Scientific Advisory 
Committee Meet of 

KVK South Sikkim was 
held on 27 Mar chaired by 
Joint Director, Dr Ravikant 
Avasthi, ICAR-NOFRI 
and SNO KVK, along with 
Asha Lama and ATMA as 
co-chairperson. 

The SMSs presented 
their Annual Progress 
Report for 2018–19 and 
Annual Action Plan for 
2019–20. The panel forth 
their suggestions on pre-
sentations made by SMSs 
and the meeting ended 
with a vote of thanks pro-
posed by SMS Extension, 
Meena Pradhan

Stakeholders consultation on State 
Action Plan on Climate Change

Gangtok, 27 Mar 
(IPR): A Stakeholders 
Consultation on State 
Action Plan on Climate 
Change: Implementation 
and Revision was organ-
ised at Hotel Denzong 
Summit, Gangtok, Sikkim 
today. This event was 
supported by Ministry of 
Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change, Govern-
ment of India and was 
organised by State Cli-
mate Change Cell (under 
NMSHE), Sikkim State 
Council of Science & 
Technology, Department 
of Science, Technology 
and Climate Change, Gov-
ernment of Sikkim.

The consultation had 
participation of the Chief 
Secretary, Government 
of Sikkim as the chief 
guest of the function. It 
also saw the participa-
tion of Additional Chief 
Secretary to Governor of 
Sikkim and Department 
of Science, Technolo-
gy and Climate Change 
along with senior offi-
cers from various depart-
ments from Government 
of Sikkim. 

The participants 
were also from Central 
Government agencies, 
NGOs, Multilateral and 
Bilateral organisations. 
The programme com-

menced with a Welcome 
Address and Introduc-
tion by Director, Dhiren 
Shrestha, Department of 
Science, Technology and 
Climate Change. 

In his address, Mr 
Shrestha outlined the 
context of the pro-
gramme and gave a brief 
on the history of SAP-
CC development in the 
state. This was followed 
by a presentation on 
progress of activities un-
der SDC-UNDP Project 
on Strengthening State 
Strategies for Climate Ac-
tions by Keshav Koirala, 
Technical Expert, UNDP 
– Sikkim. 

The achievements of 
the GIZ supported Cli-
mate Change Adaptation 
in the North Eastern 
Region was highlighted 

by Dr. Indrani Phukan, 
Senior Advisor, GIZ - In-
dia. Additional Chief Sec-
retary, Dr. J Jayakumar 
spoke on Climate Change 
adaptation and mitiga-
tion in the state. 

He detailed at length 
the achievements of the 
State Climate Change 
Cell in bringing forth the 
climate change concern 
of the state. He further 
appreciated GIZ coming 
forth for revision of the 
State Action Plan for Cli-
mate Change.

Chief Secretary, Dr 
Alok Srivastava in his 
address complimented 
the department on revis-
ing the SAPCC through a 
consultative process, he 
further suggested that 
a bottom up approach 
should be used to take 

inputs form the stake-
holders. He also remi-
nisced of the meetings of 
the first SAPCC where he 
had taken upon the lead 
as the then secretary of 
the department. He fur-
ther stressed the need 
of active participation of 
all the stakeholders to 
bring out a very compre-
hensive document which 
would assist the state in 
bringing climate resilient 
policies in developmen-
tal planning.

The consultation 
workshop was then ad-
dressed by CTRAN the part-
ners for revision SAPCC. 
The floor was then open for 
discussion and input taking 
methodology.

The programme was 
moderated by Director, 
Dr. BC Basistha.

cers to examine the matter immediately in the light of 
the model code.

In his address, Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
on Wednesday announced that India had demon-
strated anti-satellite missile capability by shooting 
down a live satellite, describing it as a rare achieve-
ment that puts the country in an exclusive club of 
space super powers.

Opposition parties alleged that the PM’s address 
was a violation of the Model Code of Conduct and de-
manded that EC take action in this regard.

EC to probe...

has been included 
in SKM programmes 
which is committed 
to fulfill all the basic 
needs of the people.

He announced that 
SKM would fulfill all 
its election promises 
in five years and would 
also work promises 
made in the 2014 elec-
tion manifesto. 

Mr Tamang appealed 
to the people of Sikkim 
to give SKM five years “to 
save Sikkim and to up-
root the autocratic SDF 
government.” 

He said that in five 
years, SKM will take ac-
count of all the funds that 
came to Sikkim in the 
past and place the record 
before the people. 

Responding to me-
dia queries on why he 
was not contesting the 
elections despite having 
frequently claimed that 
his conviction in a cor-
ruption case did not dis-
qualify him from contest-
ing, Mr Tamang said that 
being the party president 
he was busy reaching 
out to the people across 
the State hence decid-
ed against contesting to 
work for the party. 

As for SKM announc-
ing him as the CM candi-
date, he said that there 
was a provision to do so 
and added that this was 
not his personal decision 
but the decision of the 
parliamentary commit-
tee of the party.  

As for the nepotism 
allegations which SKM’s 
decision to field his son 
has attracted, Mr Tamang 
said that it would have 
been “pariwarvad” if both 
of them had contested 
the elections. His son, Ad-
itya Golay, contesting the 
elections was not perpet-
uation of dynastic politics 
but to teach him the polit-
ical traditions and civility 
of Sikkim, he said.  

SKM manifesto...

the claim of HSP working president, Bhaichung Bhu-
tia that UBI would be unique to India and added that 
Indian states like Madhya Pradesh and Gujarat have 
successfully implemented UBI in pilot projects and 
they have been documented in a book. 

Mr Rai further criticized Bhaichung Bhutia an-
nouncing UBI as a ‘scheme’ and stated that a scheme 
can end anytime. 

Responding to media queries, he mentioned that 
the announcement of Bhaichung Bhutia to launch the 
UBI within 90 days shows his lack of knowledge on 
governance and administration. He added that it is 
just a poll promise that will remain till the election.

Sikkim Dividend...

his address said so far only three countries in the 
world - USA, Russia and China had this capability.

“Today, India has become the fourth country to ac-
quire this status as a space power. There can be no 
bigger moment of pride for every Indian than this.”

Modi assured the international community that 
the new capability is not directed against anyone and 
it does not violate any international law or Treaty ob-
ligation to which India is a party.

“India has no intention to threaten anyone. This is 
an effort to secure a fast growing India,” he said, add-
ing that defending and securing valuable space assets 
is equally important.

“From the point of view of India’s security and 
economic development, today’s ASAT missile will give 
the country new strength.”

The prime minister said all the objectives that 
were set by the scientists have been fulfilled and that 
it is a matter of pride for all in the country that the 
mission was accomplished using an indigenously de-
veloped ASAT missile.

“In the journey of every nation there are moments 
that bring utmost pride and have a historic impact 
on generations to come. One such moment is today.” 
The announcement was preceded by a meeting of the 
Cabinet Committee on Security(CCS) presided by the 
prime minister. The Congress accused Modi of indulg-
ing in theatrics and playing politics over scientists’ 
achievements while other opposition parties com-
plained to the Election Commission alleging violation 
of Model Code of Conduct(MCC).

Sources in the Election Commission said issues 
related to national security and disaster management 
do not fall under the ambit of the model code.

Congress President Rahul Gandhi took a swipe at 
Modi wishing him “happy World Theatre Day” even 
as he congratulated the DRDO while Samajwadi Par-
ty(SP) chief Akhilesh Yadav said Modi got himself an 
hour of ‘free TV time’ and diverted nation’s attention 
away from issues on the ground. 

India shoots...

Randomization of polling 
parties held in East

Gangtok, 27 Mar 
(IPR): As per the guide-
lines of Election Commis-
sion of India, the second 
randomization of polling 
parties for allotting them 
to the Assembly Constit-
uencies and Assembly 
Constituencies segments 
of Parliamentary Constit-
uency as well as to form 
the polling teams was 
conducted in the cham-
ber of District Election 
Officer (DEO)/Returning 
Officer, East, Kapil Meena 
at Sichey today.

The randomization 
was held in presence of 
the General Observers; 
Pankaj Agarwal, Mousu-
mi Chattaraj Chaudhuri,  
Ameya Abhyankar, B Ram 
Sashtri and Naveen Arora.

Also the second ran-
domization of EVMs 
and VVPATs will be held 
on 30 Mar, 2019 in the 
presence of candidates 
of political parties and 
the Observers at District 
Election Officer’s cham-
ber at 11a.m.

Further, a meeting 
has been scheduled with 
all contesting candidates 
on 29 Mar, 10am to brief 
them on all the impor-
tance aspect of MCC 
and Conduct of General 
Election. The meeting 
will have presence and 
briefing by the General 
Observers as well as DEO 
and SP/East. The Identity 
Cards of candidates shall 
also be distributed after 
this important meeting.

S. Africa 
president’s son 
paid by scandal 
company: 
media
Pretoria, Mar 27 
(AFP): South African 
President Cyril Rama-
phosa’s son Andile ad-
mitted on Wednesday he 
was paid USD 140,000 by 
a company facing exten-
sive corruption allega-
tions, an admission that 
could embarrass his fa-
ther ahead of polls.

President Ramapho-
sa has sought, ahead 
of elections on May 8, 
to de-toxify the ruling 
African National Con-
gress which has been 
embroiled in numerous 
graft scandals since com-
ing to power in 1994. “It 
was a severe oversight 
on our part,” Andile told 
the News24 site of a USD 
16,000-a-month deal his 
company signed with the 
Bosasa group in Decem-
ber 2017.

Bosasa, which is now 
African Global Opera-
tions, was a conglomer-
ate involved in bidding 
for and running lucrative 
government contracts.

Several suspects in-
cluding the company’s 
former chief operating 
officer Angelo Agrizzi 
appeared at the Special-
ised Commercial Crimes 
Court Wednesday over 
the alleged theft of 
USD120 million from 
contracts with the pris-
ons service.

The case was post-
poned to July. “It is clear 
now with the benefit of 
hindsight that our due 
diligence was insuffi-
cient in retrospect of my 
father’s role going into 
the Presidency,” Andile 
Ramaphosa told News24.

His company, Blue 
Crane Capital, was con-
tracted to provide advice 
on more than 20 public 
and private sector con-
tracts in Uganda and Ken-
ya. There is no suggestion 
Andile Ramaphosa or his 
company were involved in 
the alleged corruption at 
the centre of the ongoing 
criminal case.

Agrizzi, the former 
Bosasa executive, has 
made sweeping corrup-
tion allegations against 
government officials in-
cluding ministers who 
served during former 
president Jacob Zuma’s 
time in office.

He told a judicial com-
mission probing govern-
ment graft that Bosasa 
made monthly payments 
of about USD 2,200 to the 
Jacob Zuma foundation. 
The money, hidden in a 
luxury bag, was received 
through foundation 
president Dudu Myeni, 
Agrizzi alleged.

Zuma resigned on 
February 14, 2018 af-
ter multiple corruption 
scandals.

He is fighting 16 
charges of fraud, corrup-
tion, and racketeering 
related to a 1990s arms 
deal struck when he was 
deputy president. He de-
nies any wrongdoing.
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terview: 
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ANTHYeSTHI KRIYA
The Anthyesthi Kriya of our beloved mother, Late 
SITA MAYA TRIKHATRI (80 yrs) who left for her 
heavenly abode on the 23rd of March, 2019 falls 
on 4th April 2019.

All relatives, family, 
friends and well-wishers 
are requested to join us in 
offering prayers for the de-
parted soul at Hotel Chow-
taro, Deorali Bazaar, Gang-
tok, East Sikkim. 

We also express our gratitude to all those who 
stood by us during our time of bereavement.

Daughters: Champa Bardewa-9434203706, 
Manju Trikhtri -7407181907

Sons: Pratap Trikhatri -9064836436; 
Lalit Trikhatri (Son)-9775956554

Daughters-in-Law: Man Maya Trikhatri 
-9775405439; Ashu Trikhatri -9647686222; 

Mamta Trikhatri -9609115039

HIGH CouRT oF SIKKIM
GANGToK

No. 28/HCS/MUSEUM             Dated: 27/03/2019

NoTICe
It is hereby notified for general information that the second phase of the High Court 
of Sikkim Museum located in the Old Chief Justice Bungalow at Forest Colony, East 
Sikkim is nearing completion.

In this connection, all are requested to contribute by making available such items 
of articles as old photographs, documents, instruments and equipment’s etc. per-
taining to the Judicial History of Sikkim, if any, in their custody and possession, for 
display/preservation in the new galleries on completion of the second phase of the 
Museum. All persons having in their possession such items of articles and willing to 
contribute may contact the office of the undersigned at the following contact num-
ber and deliver the articles at the earliest possible time.

Any person making contribution of the articles shall be paid such price for the 
items as may be considered reasonable taking into account the nature and condition 
of the artifacts at the time of delivery. 

By Order,
Sd/-

REGISTRAR GENERAL/
MEMBER CONVENER

MUSEUM COMMITTEE
Contact No: 03592-202275

KuTSHe SHeGu

Our sincere gratitude and deep appre-
ciation to all our dear friends and well 
wishers who have been so supportive 
and forthcoming during our time of 
bereavement, the sad demise of our 
beloved daughter Late, Kessang Tong-
den Lepcha who left for her heavenly 
abode on 19/02/2019.  Once again in all humility we 
request your benign presence in offering prayer for the 
departed soul, the 49th day of Kutshe Shegu which falls 
on 07/04/2019 (Sunday) at our residence at Tongden 
Lee, Dikchu Bazar, East Sikkim.

We would also like to take this opportunity to thank 
all those who stood by us in our hard time and regret 
our inability to thank them individually.
Wangchuk Bhutia (Husband) & all family members.

Mingyor Dichen Letroling 
Charitable Trust organizes free 

medical camp in Gyalshing

Sikkim 
Entertainment 
announces 
short film
SuMMIT RePoRT
Gangtok, 27 Mar:

The production house, 
Sikkim Entertain-

ment, has announced 
short film “A Story of Play-
boy”. The film is going to 
be produced by Harsh 
Chandak and will have Ga-
gan Gurung as the Direc-
tor along with Karan Rai 
[Camera/Editing].

Nayuma Rai and Kar-
ma Bhutia are the lead 
actors in the film. Shoot-
ing for the film will begin 
from April.

Sikkim’s Cricket Captain, Nilesh 
Lamichaney bags BDM Sponsorship

SuMMIT RePoRT
Gangtok, 27 Mar:

Captain Sikkim Cricket 
Team, Nilesh Lami-

chaney has added anoth-
er feather to his cap in 
his short cricket career 
when he grabbed an op-
portunity to sign a spon-
sorship contract with 
famed BDM Company. 

BD Mahajan & Sons 
Private Limited, popu-
larly known as BDM is 
the world famous man-
ufacturer of Cricket Bat, 
Cricket Ball & Crick-
et Batting Pads from 
Meerut, Uttar Pradesh, 
India. He now joins the 
league of players like MS 
Dhoni, Virat Kohli, Ricky 
Ponting and others,

He has thanked BDM 
especially Aditya Maha-
jan and Sanjeev Sharma. 

Nilesh says it was his 
century and couple of 
half-centuries last sea-
son which helped him 
to promote himself for 
sponsorship. 

“The prestigious 
contact has given me 
more responsibility and 
I am more focused on 
my game,” he said. He 
thanked Sanjeev Sharma, 
coach of Sikkim Cricket 
Team and former India 
seamer for all the sup-
port and motivation. 

He further said he 
scored his first century 
in National Level tour-
nament playing for U-15 
category with a BDM bat. 
The sponsorship has giv-
en a strong and positive 
message that if you play 
with your heart, with ded-
ication, it pays you back.  

Adding to the recent 
performance of Sikkim 
team at the Ranji Trophy, 
Nilesh said winning was 
never easy but thankfully 
three professional play-
ers’ performance helped 
the spirit of the team. 
“They not only helped 
us win but our players 
gained more confidence 
playing with them. Field-
ing had been the high-
light of the tournament. 
We played our best and 
we wish to improve our 
performances in the 
coming season,” he said.

Stating that cricket 
is going to be the next 
big thing in Sikkim, he 
added that the cricket 
stadium is coming up 
and today the young-
sters can choose crick-
et as a career.

ARPAN PRADHAN
Gangtok, 27 Mar:

The Mingyor Dichen 
Letroling Charitable 

Trust organized a day-
long free health camp at 
Gyalshing, today. 

The camp was con-
ducted by a team of 
doctors and a techni-
cal team from USA and 
Dharmashala.

The health camp 
was organized at the 
Ayush Hospital here 
and was attended by 
people from and around 
Gyalshing and covered 
all age-groups.

The Trust has been 
organizing such medical 
camps at various location 
throughout the state. 

Udai Gurung, trea-
surer of the trust, informs 
that such camps form part 
of the Trust’s efforts to 
generate awareness about 
various diseases and in-
spire people towards 
healthier lifestyles.

He further shared 
that perhaps due to lack 

of adequate sensitiza-
tion, a substantial num-
ber of people attended to 
by doctors at the medical 
camp were found suffer-
ing from diabetics, tu-
berculosis, cancer, blood 
pressure, kidney compli-
cations etc.

To sensitize people 
about various diseases 
and make them live dis-
ease-free lives, the trust 
is in constant contact 
with doctors from USA 
and Dharamsala to con-
duct such camps, it is in-
formed.

Dr Diki Nima, Tsher-
ing Dolma and Kalsang 
Donka conducted the 
health checkups. 

People from Tikzuk, 
Kyongsa, Gyalshing, Leg-
ship, Peling, Darap and 
some other places took 
advantage of the camp 
and got their medical 
checkup done.

Along with medical 
consultation and health 
checkup, free medicines 
were also provided to all. 

Awareness 
on Digital 
Payments for 
Govt officials
SuMMIT RePoRT
Gangtok, 27 Mar:

Daylong awareness 
programme on “Dig-

ital Payments” for the 
officials of various Gov-
ernment departments 
was held at the Sidkeong 
Tulku Forest Conference 
Hall, Deorali today. The 
programme was con-
ducted by NIELIT-Gang-
tok, Government of India 
with support of Ministry 
of Electronics and IT (Me-
itY), Government of India.

First randomization of 
Polling Personnel for West 
Gyalshing, 27 Mar 
(IPR): The first random-
ization of polling person-
nel for West District was 
successfully conducted 
in the presence of Gener-
al Observer (GO), Faisal 
Aftab, IAS and District 
Election Officer (DEO), 
Karma R Bonpo at Dis-
trict Administration Cen-
tre (DAC). The random-
ization of the polling per-
sonnel was done through 
software developed by 
the NIC West Sikkim.

As per the random-
ization, all 141 teams 
along with reserved 
teams for the West Dis-
trict have been formed. 
The training of the poll-

ing personnel will start 
from 5 till 8 April, 2019 
at the Community Hall, 
Gyalshing. Post comple-
tion of training of the 
Polling personnel, the fi-
nal randomization of the 
polling personnel and 
their actual polling sta-
tion will be allotted and 
the final randomization 
is set to take place on 9 
April, 2019. 

The polling parties 
will be dispatched to 
their respective allotted 
polling stations on 10 
April, 2019. The Poll day 
in Sikkim is scheduled to 
take place on 11 April, 
2019 from 7:00am till 
5:00pm.

SC to hear 
plea to bar 
candidates 
from contesting 
from more 
than one seat
New Delhi, Mar 27 (PTI): 
The Supreme Court 
Wednesday said it would 
hear after two weeks a 
plea which has sought to 
restrict a candidate from 
contesting from more 
than one constituency in 
a general election.

The matter was men-
tioned for early listing of 
the plea before a bench 
of Justices S A Bobde, M 
M Shantanagoudar and S 
Abdul Nazeer.

“List after two weeks 
before appropriate 
bench,” the bench said.

The Election Com-
mission (EC) in an affi-
davit filed earlier in the 
apex court had quoted 
its 2004 proposals on 
electoral reforms and 
said that law should be 
amended to ensure that 
a person cannot contest 
from more than one seat.

It also said that its 
proposal to bar candi-
dates from contesting 
from more than one seat 
was rejected by a parlia-
mentary standing com-
mittee way back in 1998, 
which had taken note of 
the view of an all-party 
meeting favouring to re-
tain the provision.

In response to the pe-
tition filed by BJP leader 
and advocate Ashwini 
Kumar Upadhyay, EC said 
there was no change in 
its 2004 proposal.

It said: “As regards 
the proposal of the Elec-
tion Commission of India 
that there should be an 
express provision in law 
requiring a person who 
contests and wins election 
from two seats, resulting 
in a bye-election from one 
of the two constituencies, 
to deposit in the govern-
ment account an appro-
priate amount of money 
being the expenditure for 
holding bye-election, it 
is further stated that the 
amount proposed at that 
point of time was Rs 5 lakh 
for state Assembly and Rs 
10 lakh for election to the 
House of People.” 
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There’s Flora. There’s 
Fauna. And Then 
There is Greed

The environment needs protection from 
greed, not punishment for need alone

If you are a sculptor who works with wood or a 
craftsman carving delicate traditional designs, 

and if you happen to be based in Sikkim, then you 
know how difficult it is to source the right kind of 
wood for your craft. 

And this, not just because the ideal wood for 
carving is difficult to find in Sikkim, but also 
because bringing it in from outside the State is 
also wrapped so tight in red tape that few with 
an artistic bent of mind will find the patience to 
negotiate the paperwork. A peek into this situa-
tion was offered some years ago when Gangtok 
hosted a National Art Festival and the sculptors 
had to twiddle their thumbs with no work for 
two days because the wood they had ordered 
from Siliguri was held up because clearance from 
the forest department was taking too long. They 
might as well have contacted some locals who 
would have commissioned some porters to chop 
down the required kind of wood. The worst that 
would have happened is that if caught, the por-
ters would have been arrested under the Forest 
Act. After all, much the same had transpired for 
much lesser a cause than Art when widespread 
felling was noticed at Kyongnosla reserve forest 
several years ago. At that time, it was suggested 
that the trees there had been felled allegedly for 
the construction of an army garage. Only the por-
ters languished in judicial custody. 

The laws protecting our forests and wildlife 
are very strict. Apart from rape and murder, vi-
olations of the Forest Act are perhaps the only 
crimes that cannot be settled out of court or 
dropped or withdrawn. We have seen how strict 
forest officials can become when it comes to 
evicting encroachers from forest land when they 
are impoverished families like migrant labours or 
rural folk who live off the forest. We often hear of 
woodcutters arrested for illicit felling and rural 
folk have been banned from taking their cattle to 
graze in reserve forests. How often have we heard 
of a project developers even being made to abide 
by compensatory afforestation commitments 
they have themselves volunteered, or deliver on 
the environment protection conditions stipu-
lated for their profit-making ventures? Have we 
ever heard of a raid on a palatial building which 
has consumed many trees just to get the flooring 
done and consumed still more for the panelling 
and the furniture? Have you ever been to a vil-
lage anywhere in Sikkim which has denuded its 
neighbouring forests for firewood or timber? But 
all of us have seen urban expansion consume 
groves and farms and springs and shade. 

The porters who double as woodcutters and 
who invariably are the only people rounded up 
and marked out as criminals, might or might not 
be aware of the forest laws. They might even be 
felling trees knowing that it is illegal to do so, but 
they are driven by their need to do so. Those who 
order the wood from them are definitely aware 
of the laws against such activities and have only 
their greed to blame for their actions. What has 
to be targeted is this greed. No amount of legisla-
tions and laws and rules can ever succeed if the 
only people who get rounded up are those driven 
by their need. Greed, on the other hand, can be 
easily suppressed if some examples are set. So 
long as the demand remains, there will be those 
desperate enough or well connected enough to 
service that greed. So long as one arm of govern-
ment is expected to police and monitor the rapa-
cious appetite of “developmental”, “nation-build-
ing” projects, even the worst offences will  get 
swept under the carpet.

Everyone knows that Sikkim has among the 
more expansive forest covers in the country, but 
in the interest of fairness, our protectors of the 
forests have to start striking at places from where 
the demands are being placed or from where the 
more largescale damage is being caused. Why is it 
that illicit wood is almost always caught in-transit 
or in houses serving only as warehouses? Why 
are those who place orders after which trees 
are felled, never booked? Why is it that fisher-
men (not anglers, mind you) will be caught and 
challaned, but not a squeak of protest escapes 
the required lips when a hydel project ignores 
corrective measures to  save an indigenous fish 
species from extinction?

The global South is changing how 
knowledge is made, shared and used

Big gods came after the rise of civilisations, not 
before, finds study using huge historical database

HARveY WHITeHouSe, PATRICK 
e. SAvAGe & PeTeR TuRCHIN
theconversation.com

When you think of religion, you 
probably think of a god who 

rewards the good and punishes the 
wicked. But the idea of morally con-
cerned gods is by no means univer-
sal. Social scientists have long known 
that small-scale traditional societies – 
the kind missionaries used to dismiss 
as “pagan” – envisaged a spirit world 
that cared little about the morality of 
human behaviour. Their concern was 
less about whether humans behaved 
nicely towards one another and more 
about whether they carried out their 
obligations to the spirits and dis-
played suitable deference to them.

Nevertheless, the world religions 
we know today, and their myriad vari-
ants, either demand belief in all-see-
ing punitive deities or at least postu-
late some kind of broader mechanism 
– such as karma – for rewarding the 
virtuous and punishing the wicked. 
In recent years, researchers have de-
bated how and why these moralising 
religions came into being.

Now, thanks to our massive new 
database of world history, known 
as Seshat (named after the Egyptian 
goddess of record keeping), we’re 
starting to get some answers.
eYe IN THe SKY

One popular theory has argued 
that moralising gods were necessary 
for the rise of large-scale societies. 
Small societies, so the argument goes, 
were like fish bowls. It was almost 
impossible to engage in antisocial 
behaviour without being caught and 
punished – whether by acts of col-

lective violence, retaliation or long-
term reputational damage and risk of 
ostracism. But as societies grew larg-
er and interactions between relative 
strangers became more commonplace, 
would-be transgressors could hope to 
evade detection under the cloak of an-
onymity. For cooperation to be possible 
under such conditions, some system 
of surveillance was required.

What better than to come up with 
a supernatural “eye in the sky” – a god 
who can see inside people’s minds 
and issue punishments and rewards 
accordingly. Believing in such a god 
might make people think twice about 
stealing or reneging on deals, even in 
relatively anonymous interactions. Maybe 
it would also increase trust among traders. 
If you believe that I believe in an omniscient 
moralising deity, you might be more likely 
to do business with me, than somebody 
whose religiosity is unknown to you. Sim-
ply wearing insignia such as body markings 
or jewellery alluding to belief in such a god 
might have helped ambitious people pros-
per and garner popularity as society grew 
larger and more complex.

Nevertheless, early efforts to in-
vestigate the link between religion 
and morality provided mixed results. 
And while supernatural punishment 
appears to have preceded the rise of 
chiefdoms among Pacific Island peo-
ples, in Eurasia studies suggested 
that social complexity emerged first 
and moralising gods followed. These 
regional studies, however, were lim-
ited in scope and used quite crude 
measures of both moralising religion 
and of social complexity.
SIFTING THRouGH HISToRY

Seshat is changing all that. Efforts 
to build the database began nearly a 

decade ago, attracting contributions 
from more than 100 scholars at a cost 
of millions of pounds. The database 
uses a sample of the world’s histori-
cal societies, going back in a continu-
ous time series up to 10,000 years be-
fore the present, to analyse hundreds of 
variables relating to social complexity, 
religion, warfare, agriculture and other 
features of human culture and society 
that vary over time and space. Now that 
the database is finally ready for analy-
sis, we are poised to test a long list of 
theories about global history.

One of the earliest questions 
we’re testing is whether morally con-
cerned deities drove the rise of com-
plex societies. We analysed data on 
414 societies from 30 world regions, 
using 51 measures of social complex-
ity and four measures of supernatural 
enforcement of moral norms to get to 
the bottom of the matter. New research 
we’ve just published in the journal Na-
ture reveals that moralising gods come 
later than many people thought, well 
after the sharpest rises in social com-
plexity in world history. In other words, 
gods who care about whether we are 
good or bad did not drive the initial rise 
of civilisations – but came later.

As part of our research we creat-
ed a map of where big gods appeared 
around the world. In the map below, 
the size of the circle represents the size 
of the society: bigger circles represent 
larger and more complex societies. 
The numbers in the circle represent 
the number of thousand years ago we 
find the first evidence of belief in mor-
alising gods. For example, Emperor 
Ashoka adopted Buddhism 2,300 years 
ago after he had already established a 
large and complex South Asian empire 

known as the Mauryan Empire. 
Our statistical analysis showed 

that beliefs in supernatural punish-
ment tend to appear only when soci-
eties make the transition from simple 
to complex, around the time when 
the overall population exceed about a 
million individuals. 

We are now looking to other fac-
tors that may have driven the rise of 
the first large civilisation. For exam-
ple, Seshat data suggests that daily or 
weekly collective rituals – the equiv-
alent of today’s Sunday services or 
Friday prayers – appear early in the 
rise of social complexity and we’re 
looking further at their impact.

If the original function of moralis-
ing gods in world history was to hold 
together fragile, ethnically diverse coali-
tions, what might declining belief in such 
deities mean for the future of societies 
today? Could modern secularisation, for 
example, contribute to the unravelling of 
efforts to cooperate regionally – such as 
the European Union? If beliefs in big gods 
decline, what will that mean for cooper-
ation across ethnic groups in the face of 
migration, warfare, or the spread of xeno-
phobia? Can the functions of moralising 
gods simply be replaced by other forms 
of surveillance?

Even if Seshat cannot provide easy 
answers to all these questions, it could 
provide a more reliable way of estimating 
the probabilities of different futures.

[Harvey Whitehouse is Chair 
professor, University of Oxford; Patrick 

E. Savageis Associate Professor in 
Environment and Information Studies, 

Keio University; Peter Turchin is 
Professor of Anthropology, Ecology 

and Evolutionary Biology, and 
Mathematics, University of Connecticut]

RoBeRT MoRReLL
theconversation.com

Globalisation and new technology have changed the 
ways that knowledge is made, disseminated and 

consumed. At the push of a button, one can find articles 
or sources from all over the world. Yet the global knowl-
edge economy is still marked by its history.

The former colonial nations of the nineteenth 
and twentieth centuries – the rich countries of 
Europe and North America which are collectively 
called the global North (normally considered to in-
clude the West and the first world, the North con-
tains a quarter of the world’s population but con-
trols 80% of income earned) – are still central in 
the knowledge economy. But the story is not one 
simply of Northern dominance. A process of mak-
ing knowledge in the South is underway.

European colonisers encountered many sophis-
ticated and complex knowledge systems among the 
colonised. These had their own intellectual work-
forces, their own environmental, geographical, his-
torical and medical sciences. They also had their 
own means of developing knowledge. Sometimes 
the colonisers tried to obliterate these knowledges.

In other instances colonisers appropriated lo-
cal knowledge, for instance in agriculture, fisheries 
and mining. Sometimes they recognised and even 
honoured other knowledge systems and intellectu-
als. This was the case among some of the British in 
India, and was the early form of “Orientalism”, the 
study of people and cultures from the East.

In the past few decades, there’s been more 
critique of global knowledge inequalities and the 
global North’s dominance. There have also been 
shifts in knowledge production patterns; some 
newer disciplines have stepped away from old pat-
terns of inequality.

These issues are examined in a new book, 
Knowledge and Global Power: Making new sciences 
in the South (published by Wits University Press), 
which I co-authored with Fran Collyer, Raewyn 
Connell and Joao Maia. The focus is especially on 
those areas where old patterns are not being repli-
cated, so the study chooses climate change, gender 
and HIV and AIDS as three new areas of knowledge 
production in which new voices from the South 
might be prominent.
LoCAL KNoWLeDGe FoR LoCAL PuRPoSeS

The critique levelled against inequalities in glob-
al knowledge production takes several forms. One is 
“post-colonial theory” – theories inspired from India 
and the Arab world that analyse unequal power rela-
tions in the period after the formal end of colonialism, 
focusing on the subordination or marginalisation of 
populations formerly living in colonial contexts.

The “de-colonial” movement is another exam-
ple. It explores ways of exposing modernist assump-
tions and developing new ways of thinking that cut 
loose from knowledge inequalities. It draws its les-
sons from the colonisation of Latin America. 

There has also been a call from some for a re-
turn to indigenous knowledge. But here the con-

sequences have not always been happy, as seen 
in South Africa’s attempt to combat the HIV/AIDS 
epidemic by using local healing practices. Former 
president Thabo Mbeki saw traditional medicine 
as the antithesis of an exploitative Western phar-
maceutical industry. He rejected the use of antiret-
roviral drugs rather than making these approaches 
mutually supporting. It was a devastating mistake 
that cost as many as 330 000 people their lives.

Scholars like Paulin Hountondji from Benin em-
phasise the active processes of knowledge produc-
tion that arise in colonised societies and which have a 
capacity to speak beyond them. The emphasis in this 
concept is on communication between and within 
knowledge systems, rather than on separation.

Producing knowledge for local purposes, rather 
than for export into a global knowledge economy, 
has long been part of the work of intellectuals in 
colonial and post-colonial societies. This may be 
for activist purposes, such as the nationalist histo-
ries written to support the struggles for indepen-
dence. Or it may respond to problems that hardly 
exist in the global North, such as the social issues in 
post-colonial mega-cities. Recognising local agen-
das for knowledge formation is important even in 
the mainstream knowledge economy.

And yet, arguably, the authority of North-
ern-centred knowledge formations is growing.
KNoWLeDGe PRoDuCTIoN

This is where the idea of Southern theory 
emerges. Coined by one of the book’s authors, Pro-
fessor Raewyn Connell, this refers to social thought 
from the societies of the global South.

Alternative approaches to knowledge exist and 
are being produced. A wealth of new knowledge has 
emerged from colonised peoples, from settler popula-
tions, and from post-colonial societies grappling with 
dependence, violence and new forms of exploitation.

The demonstrated existence of Northern domi-
nance and influence does not imply Southern pas-
sivity, nor uncontested domination. Knowledge 

production is now negotiated, and creative ways of 
participating are devised.

Southern knowledge workers still have to work 
within a global knowledge labour system which 
endorses, for example, the power of publishing 
houses, top-ranked universities and highly cited 
researchers. But they are also able to exercise con-
trol over their own labours. They do this by creat-
ing local research programmes, founding research 

centres, and linking research to public policy that 
addresses local problems in distinctive ways.

Among knowledge workers in the South, 
Southern Tier work forces, there is evidence of 
change and contestation, the development of 
local knowledges, and complex interweaving of 
Northern paradigms and Southern Tier experi-
ences. The global North’s share of scientific pub-
lications has declined recently, and the Southern 
Tier has participated in the changing balance. 
These changes show that the structure of the 
global economy of knowledge is not static.
THe vALue oF CoNNeCTIoN

The research for this book found that many of 
respondents value connections around the global 
periphery. Brazilians seek links with researchers 
across Latin America and in Africa; South Africans 
connect across their continent; Australians develop 
links in the Asia-Pacific region.

The connections that have already been made 
show a practical basis for the logic of connecting 
knowledge projects between North and South and 
between South and South. In a neoliberal context 
marked by increasing cutbacks in research funding, 
it will have to be intellectual workers themselves, 
and social movements in the global South, who 
push for new forms of solidarity in global knowl-
edge production that contribute to development 
and freedom, peace and democracy.

[the writer is Director: Next Generation 
Professoriate, Office of the Vice-

Chancellor, University of Cape Town]
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CPI(M) objects to appointment of K K Sharma 

as special police observer for Bengal
New Delhi, Mar 27 
(PTI): The CPI(M) has 
written to the Election 
Commission against the 
appointment of former 
BSF Director General 
K K Sharma as special 
police observer for the 
April-May parliamentary 
election in West Bengal 
and Jharkhand, alleging 
he was present at an RSS 
function a year ago.

The Election Commis-
sion Tuesday appointed 
four special observers, 
two retired IRS and two 
retired IPS officer, to 
spearhead its efforts to 
check the abuse of black 
money and illegal in-
ducements to voters and 
monitor deployment of 
security forces in select 
sensitive states during 
the Lok Sabha polls. 
Sharma is one of them.

“It has been wide-
ly reported that the DG, 
who has now retired, 
participated in a two-day 
event in Kolkata which 
was organised by See-
manta Chetna Manch, 
part of the RSS-backed 

Seema Jagran Manch, a 
pan India body which 
aims to instil ‘patrio-
tism’ in the border areas 
across the country.

“The ECI’s appoint-
ment, therefore, is pa-
tently questionable and 
would raise the question 
of political partisan-
ship. We would, there-
fore, urge the com-
mission to reconsider 

and rescind this ap-
pointment forthwith,” 
the letter from CPI(M) 
Polit bureau member 
Nilotpal Basu said.

On Tuesday, the Tri-
namool Congress had 
raised similar objec-
tion to Sharma’s ap-
pointment.

The CPI(M) has also 
raised the issue of a pur-
ported video clip of Tri-

pura Chief Minister Bi-
plab Deb allegedly issu-
ing a veiled threat to the 
opposition parties.

“In the clip he clearly 
says that the elections to 
the two parliamentary 
seats from Tripura will 
be different from the 
past and implied a threat 
to the opposition of un-
dermining the normal 
course. To add empha-

sis, he underlined that 
he was not just speaking 
in his enthusiasm, but in 
complete senses.

“This is a clear viola-
tion of misusing his office 
to threaten free, fair and 
peaceful polls and would 
warrant urgent remedial 
measures from the Elec-
tion Commission,” the 
letter from the CPI(M) 
leader said.

Initiatives to maximise voters’ participation in Assam
Guwahati, Mar 27 (PTI): 
Folk song competitions, quiz 
programmes and appeals by 
celebrities are some of the ini-
tiatives being undertaken by 
the state election department 
in Assam for attracting wom-
en, first-time voters, people 
with physical disabilities and 
senior citizens to cast their 
votes on the polling day.

Sprinter Hima Das, Whitley 
Awardee and environmentalist 
Purnima Devi Barman, sing-
er Tarali Sarma, bodybuilder 
Golap Rabha and actor Kopil 
Bora have been roped in as 
state icons to create awareness 
about the electoral process.

District election officers 
have been directed to reach 
out to the maximum number 
of voters in the constituencies 
under their respective juris-
diction, Assam Chief Electoral 
Officer Mukesh Sahu said.

“We have kept the local 
aspects in mind while chalking 
out the programmes under 
the Systematic Voters’ Educa-
tion and Electoral Practices 
(SVEEP) and our aim is to 
reach out to all sections of 
the electorate,” Sahu said.

Hima Das, herself a first-
time voter in the forthcoming 
polls, has urged young vot-

ers in a promotional video, 
to actively participate in 
the Lok Sabha election.

Tarali Sarma, who sang 
the theme song in another 
promotional video to drum up 
awareness among the voters, 
is seen appealing to first-time 
voters to make “informed and 
ethical choices” while cast-
ing their “precious” vote.

“I am honoured to have been 
selected by the Election office 
as an icon and I am committed 
to ensure that people, partic-
ularly the young voters, make 
informed and ethical choices 
in the polls,” Sarma said.

Besides organising cycle 
rallies and street plays, cam-
pus ambassadors are being 
appointed in colleges for hold-
ing ‘chunaav pathshalas’ to 
spread the awareness among 
first-time voters, through 
co-curricular activities.

In Kamrup district, an 
election quotient quiz was 
organised for students while 
200 students of IIT, Guwahati 
have volunteered to under-
take door-to-door campaigns 
in the interior areas, a dis-
trict election official said.

A major component of the 
SVEEP is to remove gender 
gap in polls and an initiative, 

‘Aaideur Chora’, has been taken 
up in collaboration with the 
Assam State Rural Livelihood 
Mission (ASRLM) and Assam 
State Urban Livelihood Mis-
sion (ASULM) to sensitize 
female voters, the CEO said.

The ASRLM and ASULM are 
mobilizing the self-help groups 
(SHGs) at their disposal to open 
women help desks at various 
government outlets like gram 
panchayat offices and coopera-
tive societies to facilitate wom-
en voters to verify their names, 
go through electoral rolls and 
make corrections, if needed.

They can also register their 
names if these do not appear 
on the rolls, delete multiple 
entries on electoral rolls and 
apply for deletion of names 
of dead persons and for those 
who have changed addresses.

‘Chandraprabha’, a wom-
an mascot, will be used 
for spreading the message 
of electoral participation 
in the local langugae.

The nodal officers of the 
SVEEP campaigns in the dis-
tricts are organising ‘Naam’ 
(folk song) singing, ‘pitha’ and 
‘laru’ (Assamese sweets) mak-
ing competitions and street 
plays to involve the women in 
the awareness campaigns.

Polling stations with low 
female voter turnout have 
been identified and ‘mahila 
voter rallies’ are being held 
in these areas, the CEO said.

The rallies will involve ASHA 
workers and Anganwadi work-
ers as well as members of SHGs.

Village Ambassadors have 
been appointed from among 
the members of SHGs to 
spread the message of voter 
education and electoral par-
ticipation among the people.

Sahu said that the ECI has 
stressed on an inclusive and 
accessible elction this time and 
so persons with disabilities 
are a major area of focus.

To maximise the participa-
tion of persons with disabil-
ities on the polling day, the 
district authorities have been 
directed to compile a list of 
such persons and voters with 
severe locomotor disabilities, 
must be provided pick up and 
drop facilities to enable them 
to exercise their franchise.

Similarly, senior citizens 
are also being identified 
and steps will be taken to 
ensure that they are able to 
cast their votes, he said.

The Lok Sabha elections 
in Assam will be held in three 
phases on April 11, 18 and 23.

KoPT planning 
to set up a 
barge terminal 
at Balagarh: 
Kumar
Kolkata, Mar 27 (PTI): 
Kolkata Port Trust is 
planning to set up a barge 
terminal at Balagarh in 
West Bengal’s Hooghly 
district, a top KoPT offi-
cial said Wednesday.

The cost of the project 
would be Rs 300 crore, 
KoPT chairman Vineet 
Kumar said. Kumar speak-
ing at the Bharat Chamber 
of Commerce here, said 
the idea for setting up the 
barge terminal was to de-
crease the congestion at 
the Kolkata port. Hope-
fully, the work would start 
by the end of September 
when the port would go 
for bidding, he said.

Kumar said that ter-
minal would come up on 
300 acres of land which 
is owned by the KoPT.

Saying that the Kol-
kata port was growing 
at nine per cent, Kumar 
added that KoPT was the 
second highest growing 
port in the country out of 
the 12 major ports. 

Nepal to hold 2-day summit 
to woo more investment

SHIRISH B PRADHAN
Kathmandu, Mar 27 
(PTI): Investors from 
around 40 countries, 
including India and Chi-
na, will gather here for 
a two-day investment 
summit this week, Ne-
pal’s Finance Minister 
Yuvraj Khatiwada said on 
Wednesday.

The Nepal Invest-
ment Summit is being 
organised in Kathmandu 
on March 29 to 30 with 
a view to attract more 

investment in the land-
locked country.

Over 500 people, 
including Nepal’s de-
velopment partners, 
representatives from 
Kathmandu-based diplo-
matic agencies, high-lev-
el government officials, 
Non-Resident Nepalese 
and domestic and inter-
national investors, are 
expected to attend the 
summit to be inaugurat-
ed by Prime Minister K P 
Sharma Oli, he said.

“The government has 
made all preparations 
for the event which is 
expected to attract inves-
tors from 40 countries 
across the world,” Khati-
wada said.

During the summit, 
77 projects in the hy-
dropower, agriculture, 
industry, tourism, trans-
portation, urban infra-
structure, education and 
health sectors would be 
presented by the compa-
nies of public and private 

sectors. Nepalese inves-
tors, foreign investors 
and potential investors 
will share their expe-
rience and knowledge 
during the summit, ac-
cording to a statement 
issued by the Nepal’s Fi-
nance Ministry.

“The summit will be 
instrumental in attain-
ing Nepal government’s 
objective of ‘prosperous 
Nepal and happy Ne-
pali’,” Khatiwada told 
reporters. A steering 
committee headed by 
minister Khatiwada has 
also been formed with a 
view to making the sum-
mit a success, the state-
ment said. Altogether 12 
agreements and Memo-
randum of Understand-
ings (MoUs) are expected 
to be signed during the 
summit, it said.

Companies from In-
dia and China, including 
Dabur India and Unilever, 
Power China and China 
Railway have confirmed 
their participation, the 
statement said.

SC to hear plea to bar candidates from 
contesting from more than one seat

New Delhi, Mar 27 (PTI): 
The Supreme Court 
Wednesday said it would 
hear after two weeks a 
plea which has sought to 
restrict a candidate from 
contesting from more 
than one constituency in 
a general election.

The matter was men-
tioned for early listing of 
the plea before a bench 
of Justices S A Bobde, M 
M Shantanagoudar and S 
Abdul Nazeer.

“List after two weeks 
before appropriate 
bench,” the bench said.

The Election Com-
mission (EC) in an affi-
davit filed earlier in the 
apex court had quoted 
its 2004 proposals on 
electoral reforms and 
said that law should be 
amended to ensure that 
a person cannot contest 
from more than one seat.

It also said that its 
proposal to bar candi-
dates from contesting 
from more than one seat 
was rejected by a parlia-
mentary standing com-
mittee way back in 1998, 
which had taken note of 

the view of an all-party 
meeting favouring to re-
tain the provision.

In response to the pe-
tition filed by BJP leader 
and advocate Ashwini 
Kumar Upadhyay, EC said 
there was no change in 
its 2004 proposal.

It said: “As regards 
the proposal of the Elec-
tion Commission of In-
dia that there should 
be an express provi-
sion in law requiring 
a person who contests 
and wins election from 
two seats, resulting in 
a bye-election from one 
of the two constituen-
cies, to deposit in the 
government account 
an appropriate amount 
of money being the ex-
penditure for holding 
bye-election, it is further 
stated that the amount 
proposed at that point 
of time was Rs 5 lakh for 
state Assembly and Rs 10 
lakh for election to the 
House of People.”

EC submitted that 
there was no change in 
its stand on this proposal 
but the amount proposed 

in the year 2004 may be 
enhanced appropriately.

In his plea, Upadhyay 
has sought directions to 
the authorities to take 
appropriate steps to dis-
courage the independent 
candidates from contest-
ing parliamentary and 
state Assembly elections 
as suggested by the Na-
tional Commission to Re-
view the Working of the 
Constitution (NCRWC).

He said the question 
of independent candi-
dates is often connected 
with the issue of frag-
mented voting and in-
stability in the electoral 
system and referred to 
the Law Commission’s 
170th report which said 
the time is now ripe for 
debarring independent 
candidates from contest-
ing Lok Sabha elections.

“Similarly, the 
NCRWC has recommend-
ed discouragement of 
independent candidates, 
who are often dummy 
candidates or defectors 
from their party or those 
denied party tickets,” the 
petition said.

Mamata promises probe into 
demonetisation, to bring back plan  panel

Kolkata, Mar 27 (PTI): 
West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter and Trinamool Con-
gress supremo Mamata 
Banerjee Wednesday 
promised to conduct 
an investigation into 
demonetisation and 
revive the Planning 
Commission if the op-
position alliance comes 
to power after the Lok 
Sabha elections.

Releasing the par-
ty’s manifesto, Banerjee 
said the 100 days’ work 

scheme would be in-
creased to 200 days and 
the wages would also be 
doubled under it.

“We would conduct 
a probe into the deci-
sion of demonetisa-
tion and bring back the 
Planning Commission. 
The NITI Aayog is of no 
use,” she said.

“We would review 
the present GST. If it is 
really helping people, we 
would keep it,” she said.

Banerjee took ex-

ception to appointment 
of former BSF director 
general K K Sharma as 
special police observ-
er for West Bengal and 
Jharkhand during the 
Lok Sabha elections.

“How can a retired 
police officer look af-
ter the deployment of 
serving police person-
nel? During his tenure 
as the DG, he has at-
tended an RSS program 
and that too in uni-
form,” she said.
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 Australian Graham Reid 
is set to be named the In-
dian men’s hockey team 
chief coach till the 2022 
World Cup after the na-
tional federation and the 
Sports Authority of India 
gave their go ahead to fill 
the position lying vacant 
for nearly three months.

Reid’s name was fi-
nalised in a meeting be-
tween Hockey India and 
SAI officials on Tuesday. 
He was picked over a 
number of candidates, 
including Jay Stacy, an-
other Australian and a 
three-time Olympic med-
allist. Reid’s name has 
been forwarded to the 
Sports Ministry for a final 
approval and according 
to a source in the minis-
try, an official announce-
ment would be made by 
the end of this week.

“Reid’s contract is ex-
pected to be till 2022 but 
as has been case in the 
past, the NSF will review 
his performance after 
every tournament,” the 
source told PTI.

The Indian men’s 
team is without a chief 
coach after the uncere-
monious sacking of Ha-
rendra Singh in January 
following a less-than-im-
pressive quarterfinal exit 

at the World Cup in Bhu-
baneswar last year.

A veteran of 130 in-
ternational matches, 
Reid was a member of the 
Australian team that won 
the silver medal in the 
1992 Barcelona Olym-
pics. A disciple of the leg-
endary Ric Charlesworth, 
Reid was his assistant in 
the Australian team for 
five years before being 
elevated to the top posi-
tion in 2014.

He was Australia’s 
coach at the 2016 Rio 
Olympics but quit after 
the Kookaburras failed to 
finish on the podium.

In 2017, Reid took up 
the post of head coach of 
his former club Amster-
dam as well as assistant 
coach of the Netherlands 
team. But earlier this 
month, he was dismissed 
as Amsterdam coach fol-
lowing which specula-
tions started about him 
taking up the India job.

The ministry official 
said that Sports Minis-
ter Rajyavardhan Singh 
Rathore, who returned 
to the national capital on 
Tuesday night after cam-
paigning in Rajasthan for 
the upcoming general 
election, will give his nod 

by this week.
“The Sports Minister is 

very busy with the general 
elections and a decision in 
this regard is expected to 
be taken at the Sports Sec-
retary level after discus-
sions with the Minister,” 
the official said.

“But from our side, 
Reid’s appointment is 
now just a formality as 
we always go by the rec-
ommendations of the Na-
tional Sports Federations 
and SAI in this matter,” he 
added. Even though Reid 
would be given a long 
rope till 2022, a federa-
tion source said qualify-

ing for next year’s Tokyo 
Olympics would be the 
Australian’s biggest test 
and his future with India 
would depend on it.

Reid is expected to 
draw a salary of USD 
12,000 per month.

Once finalised, Reid 
is expected to join next 
month after the con-
clusion of the ongoing 
Azlan Shah Cup, where 
India are playing under 
High Performance Di-
rector David John and 
analytical coach Chris 
Ciriellom both of whom 
are also Australian.

Sport&Specials
Australia’s Graham Reid set to be appointed 

India’s new men’s hockey coach

Tipu Sultan’s silver-mounted gun fetches 60,000 pounds at UK auction
London, Mar 27 (PTI): A col-
lection of rare artefacts discov-
ered by a couple after years of 
lying wrapped up in their attic 
in the English county of Berk-
shire and evaluated as items 
from Tipu Sultan’s armoury 
was auctioned for around 
107,000 pounds. The highlight 
lot, a silver-mounted 20-bore 
flintlock gun and bayonet from 
the personal armoury of the 
last ruler of Mysore, proved 
hugely popular as it attracted 
14 bids before going under the 
hammer for 60,000 pounds.

“Unlike other Tipu Sultan 
guns this one exhibits clear 
signs of having been badly 
damaged in its past...rather 
than being taken directly from 
the rack after the fall of Ser-
ingapatam it appears to have 
been collected from the battle-
field,” the lot description notes.

The other highlight lot, 
a gold-encrusted sword and 
suspension belt ensemble be-
lieved to be one of Tipu Sul-
tan’s personal swords, attract-
ed as many as 58 bids before 
being sold to the winning bid-
der for 18,500 pounds.

The two centrepieces 
formed part of a collection of 
eight items brought back by 
Major Thomas Hart of the East 

India Company after the Tiger 
of Mysore’s defeat at Seringa-
patam in 1799. Alongside the 
arms, an intricately designed 
Betel Nut Casket (17,500 
pounds) and a Gold East In-
dia Company Seal ring (2,800 
pounds) belonging to Major 
Hart, believed to have passed 
down generations before land-
ing in the hands of the current 
owners, were among the other 
big sellers of Tuesday’s sale.

Berkshire-based Antony 
Cribb Ltd auctioneers, who 
specialise in arms and ar-
moury related sales, had an-

nounced the auction following 
the “exciting discovery” earlier 
this year and said that majority 
of the buyer interest had come 
from Indians based in India.

The Indian High Commis-
sion in London was made 
aware of the artefacts by the 
India Pride Project, a world-
wide volunteer network set 
up to track “India’s stolen 
heritage”, and attempted to 
convince the auction house to 
consider voluntarily restor-
ing the items to India. The In-
dia Pride Project, which was 
instrumental in the restitu-

tion of a 12th century Buddha 
statue stolen from Nalanda in 
Bihar last year via the Indian 
High Commission in London, 
said it would continue lobby-
ing for such artefacts to find 
their way back to India.

“You haven’t really decol-
onised a nation, unless you’ve 
given back what’s theirs,” said 
Anuraag Saxena, founder of the 
India Pride Project.

However, the auction house 
insisted that no laws were be-
ing broken and also confirmed 
that the beneficiary family had 
decided to make a sizeable do-

nation to a school in India from 
the money generated from the 
auction. “The family is not mo-
tivated by money and sincerely 
hope these items find their way 
back to India, maybe to a mu-
seum, for future generations to 
have access to it,” said Antony 
Cribb of the auction house.

The latest cache of Tipu 
Sultan related artefacts, which 
included three further swords 
from the ruler’s armoury and 
a lacquered leather shield, was 
described as special because 
of its rare discovery under one 
roof after nearly 220 years.

The items bore the trade-
mark tiger and tiger stripes 
associated with the Tiger of 
Mysore as proof of their prov-
enance. The lots came to light 
in January this year when the 
couple who made the discov-
ery of this innocuous family 
heirloom contacted Antony 
Cribb Ltd about a sword they 
had in their attic. After an 
evaluation, a gold “Haider” 
symbol found on the sword 
confirmed that the sword 
belonged Haider Ali Khan 
Tipu Sultan’s father. The 
three other swords bearing 
similar gold markings were 
found soon after, along with 
the other items.

Clash of the titans: Kohli’s 
RCB takes on Bumrah’s MI

BD NARAYANKAR
Bengaluru, Mar 27 
(PTI): With Jasprit Bum-
rah “ready and roaring” 
after an injury scare, Mum-
bai Indians would fancy 
their chances against an 
erratic Royal Challengers 
Bangalore when the two 
star-studded teams square 
off in the IPL here on Thurs-
day. The big sub-plot of 
the contest would be the 
world’s best ODI batsman 
-- Virat Kohli -- taking guard 
against the world’s best 
ODI bowler -- Bumrah -- in 
a format notorious for its 
unpredictability.

Bumrah’s shoulder 
injury was a cause of con-
cern for the Rohit Shar-
ma-led Mumbai but India’s 
premier pacer seems to have 
recovered in time to be back 
in the fold. Both teams will 
be eager to register their first 
win of the IPL and the onus 
will be on Kohli and Rohit, 

both of who failed with 
the bat in their respective 
opening matches. Mumbai 
will also be boosted by the 
availability of Sri Lankan 
Lasith Malinga.

Malinga was Tuesday 
released by Sri Lanka Crick-
et from the domestic Super 
Provincial One-Day domes-
tic tournament, slated from 
April 4 to 11. The SLC had 
made the tournament a tri-
al for the World Cup squad 
selection, prompting Mal-
inga to pull out of the IPL’s 
first leg initially. However, 
the SLC softened its stance, 
reasoning that the fast 
bowler will be bowling to 
better batsmen in the IPL.

Mumbai will also 
heave a sigh of relief as 
Bumrah joined practice 
Wednesday during which 
he ran for 20 minutes and 
participated in catching 
drills. He also took to so-
cial media to state that he 

was “ready and roaring.”
Bumrah suffered the 

shoulder injury after land-
ing awkwardly while field-
ing during Sunday’s con-
test against Delhi Capitals.

Yuvraj Singh will 
also be in focus after the 
37-year-old started the 
season on a classy note 
hitting a sublime half-cen-
tury against Delhi Capi-
tals. While Mitchell Mc-
Clenaghan will be eager to 
face the challenge of bowl-
ing to Kohli, AB De Villers 
and Shimron Hetmyer.

RCB will expect its 
batsmen to put up a formi-
dable total after they were 
bundled out for a paltry 70 
in 17.1 overs against the 
Chennai Super Kings in 
the opening match of the 
season. With power-hitters 
like Kohli, AB de Villiers and 
Shimron Heymeyer in the 
team, that should not be an 
uphill task. 

Manu Bhaker-Saurabh Chaudhary 
pair smashes world record for 

mixed team gold at Asian C’ship
New Delhi, Mar 27 (PTI): 
Teenage Indian shoot-
ing stars Manu Bhaker 
and Saurabh Chaudhary 
smashed the qualifica-
tion world record before 
clinching the 10m air 
pistol mixed team gold 
in the 12th Asian Airgun 
Championship in Taoyu-
an, Taipei on Wednesday.

Their feat came exact-
ly a month after they won 
the International Shoot-
ing Sport Federation 
(ISSF) World Cup stage 
gold in the same event 
in Delhi. The 17-year-old 
Manu and 16-year-old 
Saurabh shot a com-
bined score of 784 in 
the qualification round, 
breaking the record set 
by Russians Vitalina 

Batsarashkina and Ar-
tem Chernousov at the 
European Champion-
ships five days ago. The 
Indians then went on to 
win the five-team final 
with a score of 484.8.

Hwang Seongeun and 
Kim Mose of Korea won 
the silver with a score 
of 481.1 while Wu Chia 
Ying and Kou Kuan-Ting 
claimed the bronze for 
the host country with a 
score of 413.3.

A second Indian team 
comprising of Anurad-
ha and Abhishek Verma 
also reached the finals 
and finished fourth with 
a score of 372.1, the Na-
tional Rifle association 
of India (NRAI) said in a 
statement here.

Pant can’t do it everyday so 
Dhawan needs to pace up: Ponting

KuSHAN SARKAR
New Delhi, Mar 27 (PTI): 
Shikhar Dhawan has to up 
the ante in the Powerplay 
overs as it will not be pos-
sible for Rishabh Pant to 
be the swashbuckler ev-
eryday, feels Delhi Capitals 
coach Ricky Ponting.

Delhi lost to Chennai 
Super Kings by six wickets 
in their second IPL game 
on Tuesday night. Dha-
wan’s batting has become 
a talking point as he didn’t 
score at a particularly good 
pace even in the opening win 
against the Mumbai Indi-
ans. Asked if he would have 
liked Dhawan to accelerate, 
Ponting replied, “Ideally, yes 
you’d like that. But it obvi-
ously wasn’t an easy wicket 
either for anyone to go in and 
strike, especially at the end 
of the PowerPlay.”

Dhawan’s strike-rate has 
been less than 115, which 
is considered poor in T20 
format as his scores of 43 off 
36 balls (MI) and 51 off 47 
balls (CSK) would indicate. 
“There’s a certain role that 
we want Shikhar to play in 
this team. Even by his own 
admission, he would’ve liked 
to score quicker today but at 
the 15th over mark we were 
118 for 2,” Ponting said.

“We struggled to get to 
147 so it’s the back-end of 
the innings that I am sort 

of most disappointed in 
because I think we set up 
the front part of the in-
nings pretty well,” he add-
ed. It was Pant’s dismissal 
that became the difference 
between a good and a be-
low-par total. The former 
Australian skipper said 
one shouldn’t expect the 
maverick keeper-batsman 
to do the job everyday.

“No, we can’t expect 
Rishabh to play like he 
did in Mumbai, every-
day. No one can do that. 
No one can go and get 
78 off 20-odd balls in 
every game. But it was 
there for that to happen 
today. It wasn’t just Rish-
abh, (Colin) Ingram had 
an opportunity as well. 
Shreyas (Iyer) had a good 
opportunity again today,” 
he explained.

The Australian batting 
legend, however, refrained 
from being overtly critical 
of Dhawan’s performance.

“...in an ideal world, 
yes, we’d want Shikhar 
to score quicker but it 
was difficult. He’d hurt 
his ankle while batting as 
well so his usual running 
between the wickets was 
a little bit hampered to-
night,” Ponting cited the 
senior opener’s niggle as 
one of the reasons for his 
slow batting.  

Rahul wishes PM ‘happy World Theatre 
Day’ after his address to nation

New Delhi, Mar 27 
(PTI): Mocking Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
Congress chief Rahul 
Gandhi on Wednes-
day wished him “happy 
World Theatre Day” after 
his address to the na-
tion during which he an-
nounced that India had 
shot down a live satellite 
using anti-satellite mis-
sile technology.

Gandhi also congrat-
ulated the Defence Re-
search Development Or-
ganisation (DRDO).

“Well done DRDO, 
extremely proud of your 
work. I would also like to 
wish the PM a very happy 

World Theatre Day,” he 
said on Twitter.

Earlier in the day, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi announced that 
India had demonstrat-
ed anti-satellite missile 
capability by shooting 
down a live satellite, 
describing it as a rare 
achievement that puts 
the country in an ex-
clusive club of space su-
per powers.

“In the journey of 
every nation there are 
moments that bring ut-
most pride and have a 
historic impact on gen-
erations to come. One 
such moment is today,” 

he said in an unprece-
dented broadcast to the 
nation on television, ra-
dio and social media.

His address came as 
campaigning intensifies 
ahead of Lok Sabha elec-
tions starting April 11.

“India has successful-
ly tested the Anti-Satel-
lite (ASAT) Missile. Con-
gratulations to everyone 
on the success of #Mis-
sionShakti,” the prime 
minister tweeted later.

He said the action 
was not directed against 
any country and the sat-
ellite was a pre-deter-
mined target orbiting at 
an altitude of 300 km.

We in CSK are not 60 year-
olds, we are all 32, 35: Bravo

New Delhi, Mar 27 (PTI): 
Dwayne Bravo has never 
understood the age-re-
lated fuss that crops up 
everytime Chennai Su-
per Kings win a match 
because for him smart 
always trumps fast in 
any sport. CSK defeated 
Delhi Capitals in their 
second IPL match on 
Tuesday night and Bra-
vo could barely hold 
back when the age ques-
tion was thrown at him 
at the post-match press 
conference.

“We are aware of our 
age. It’s there and you 
can google it but that’s 
nothing. We are not 60 
year-olds, we are 35, 
32-year-olds. We are still 
young, we look after our 
bodies and we have a lot 
of experience,” Bravo hit 
back at the critics.

It’s the experience of 
handling crunch situa-
tions that makes CSK a 
cut above the rest with 
the “best captain in the 
world” leading the side, 
said Bravo,

“In any sport, in any 
tournament, you just 
cannot beat experience. 
We know our weakness-
es and we play smart 
and we are well led by 
the best captain in the 

world. And he (Dhoni) 
keeps reminding us that 
you know we are not the 
fastest team, but we can 
be the smartest team,” 
the former West Indies 
all-rounder said.

For CSK, it’s more 
about situational aware-
ness rather than long-
drawn tactical planning 
said Bravo.

Asked if there is a 
strategy to bat around 
Dhoni, he replied: “We 
don’t plan. We don’t have 
team meetings. We just 
turn up and go with the 
flow. MS has a style, and 
every player has a style. 
We just watch the situ-
ation and adapt quickly 
and that’s where experi-
ence comes in.”

It was Bravo’s over 
that changed the match 
when he dismissed Rish-
abh Pant and Colin In-
gram in quick succession.

“MS wanted me to 
bowl a straighter line, 
onto the stumps, wicket 
to wicket, a lot of seam 
ups. So today I bowled 
a lot more effort balls 
than in other games. 
Normally, I bowl a lot 
of slower balls, a lot of 
variations, yorkers but 
today the wicket wasn’t 
suitable for that type of 

deliveries.
“And again MS stand-

ing behind the stumps, 
he knew exactly what 
was required and he also 
knew that he could count 
on me at any point in 
time to deliver for him,” 
the Trinidad and Tobago 
cricketer said.

Having retired from 
international cricket, 
Bravo admitted that life 
of a T20 freelancer is 
tough. Kieron Pollard 
and Sunil Narine, of late, 
have learnt it the hard 
way with some under-
whelming performances.

“It’s tough, it’s very 
tough. Yes we haven’t 
played international 
cricket for a while, but 
you can see from our per-
formances and the way 
we play that our cricket 
is developing even more 
when we play interna-
tional cricket.

“I am already retired, 
but it isn’t their (Narine 
and Pollard) fault that 
they are not playing in-
ternational cricket. Hav-
ing said that, when we 
play these leagues, we 
still learn, we still devel-
op our skills. So whenev-
er we come in for tourna-
ments like these, we are 
able to deliver.
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Australian party accused of 
asking US gun lobby for money

Canberra, Mar 27 
(AP): Australia’s prime 
minister on Tuesday 
accused an influential 
minor political party of 
trying to “sell Australia’s 
gun laws to the highest 
bidders” by asking the US 
gun lobby for donations.

Prime Minister Scott 
Morrison was respond-
ing to an Al Jazeera doc-
umentary that reported 
One Nation party offi-
cials Steve Dickson and 
James Ashby flew to the 
United States for meet-
ings with pro-gun inter-
ests including the Na-
tional Rifle Association 
and political donors 
Koch Industries in Sep-
tember last year seek-
ing money to undermine 
Australian gun laws.

Dickson and Ashby 
later told reporters that 
they had not secured any 
US money. They also said 
they had been quoted by 
Al Jazeera out of context 
and often after drinking.

The trip took place 
weeks before the Austra-
lian Parliament banned 
foreign political dona-
tions with laws that took 
effect Jan. 1.

Morrison said the 
revelations were rea-
sons why Australians 
should not vote for One 
Nation at general elec-

tions due in May.
“We have reports 

that One Nation officials 
basically sought to sell 
Australia’s gun laws to 
the highest bidders to a 
foreign buyer and I find 
that abhorrent,” Morri-
son said.

Morrison said his 
government had made 
laws to “criminalize tak-
ing foreign political do-
nations so foreign lobby-
ists cannot seek to influ-
ence our politics.” 

Opposition leader 
Bill Shorten, whom opin-
ion polls suggest will be 
prime minister after the 
election, accused One 
Nation of a “betrayal of 
the Australian political 
system.” 

“The idea of One Na-
tional political party 
operatives going to the 
United States, seek-
ing millions of dol-
lars, promising to wa-
ter-down gun law pro-
tection in Australia that 
was absolutely horrify-
ing,” Shorten said.

The Al Jazeera doc-
umentary used secret 
recordings made by a 
journalist posing as gun 
lobbyist Rodger Muller 
with a hidden camera.

One Nation, an an-
ti-Muslim party that had 
four senators after 2016 

election but has been 
left with two after defec-
tions, said in a statement 
that all party members 
“have always complied 
with the law.” 

One Nation also sug-
gested the Qatar-owned 
Al Jazeera had breached 
new laws that prohibit 
covert foreign interfer-
ence in Australian poli-
tics. The party said it had 
had complained to Aus-
tralia’s main domestic 
security agency and po-
lice “due to concerns of 
foreign interference into 
Australian politics in the 
lead up to the imminent 
federal election.” 

“Al Jazeera are a state 
owned propaganda arm 
of the Qatari government 
that supports Islamic ex-
tremist groups and are 
not a legitimate media 
organization,” the state-
ment said.

“One Nation was in-
vited by Rodger Muller, 
who has now been oust-
ed as a foreign agent 
working for Al Jazeera 
to meet with the NRA, 
American business lead-
ers and attend the Con-
gressional Sportsmen’s 
Dinner” in Washington, 
the statement said.

The NRA in a state-
ment late Tuesday said 
Al Jazeera representa-

tives, disguised as mem-
bers of a group called 
“Gun Rights Australia,” 
had set up meetings 
with NRA employees 
and brought Australian 
political party members 
to those meetings. 

“At no time did the 
NRA contribute funding 
to any Australian polit-
ical party or Gun Rights 
Australia,” NRA spokes-
woman Jennifer Baker 
said in the statement.

Ashby, who is party 
leader Pauline Hanson’s 
chief of staff, is record-
ed saying that the par-
ty would “own” both 
the Australian Senate 
and House of Represen-
tatives with a USD 20 
million donation from 
the U.S. gun lobby. This 
means the party would 
hold the balance of pow-
er in both chambers and 
influence a government’s 
legislative agenda.

Ashby also warned 
that if such a dona-
tion became public, 
it would “rock the 
boat.” He told report-
ers on Tuesday that 
the U.S. trip had been a 
fact-finding mission to 
learn campaign tactics.

“These conversa-
tions with the NRA were 
to look at nothing more 
than their techniques. 

This was not about sourc-
ing money from the NRA. 
This was about sourcing 
technology, sourcing an 
understanding of how 
they operate, but nev-
er was it about seeking 
USD 20 million dollars 
from the NRA,” Ashby 
told reporters.

The news followed 
the mosque attacks in 
New Zealand on March 
15 for which an Austra-
lian white supremacist 
has been charged with 
murder. New Zealand 
has responded by ban-
ning a range of semi-au-
tomatic weapons and 
foreshadowing a govern-
ment-funded buyback of 
newly outlawed guns. 

The country’s re-
sponse is similar to how 
Australia strengthened 
its gun laws following 
the murders of 35 peo-
ple by a lone gunman in 
1996 in Tasmania.

One Nation state 
president Steve Dick-
son, who is a Senate 
candidate at the next 
election, traveled with 
Ashby and Muller to the 
United States to ask for 
political donations, Al Ja-
zeera reported.

Dickon told NRA offi-
cials that the Australian 
gun control model “will 
poison us all, unless we 

stop it,” Al Jazeera re-
ported.

Dickson told report-
ers on Tuesday he sup-
ported Australia’s gun 
laws. He said had not 
solicited donations in the 
United States, but con-
ceded his party was not 
wealthy.

“I will tell you the 
absolute, humble 
truth. When I was 
asked: ‘Do we need 
money to run election 
campaigns?’ I said: ‘Yes,’” 
Dickson told reporters.

A former One Nation 
senator who is now an 
independent lawmaker, 
Fraser Anning, has been 
widely criticized for 
blaming Muslim immi-
gration for the New Zea-
land massacre.

Hanson, One Nation’s 
leader who was criticized 
for wearing a burqa in 
the Senate, voted for the 
ban on foreign donations 
in November.

“Overseas money 
should not have an in-
fluence in our political 
scene .... so I believe for-
eign donations should 
be stopped,” Hanson told 
the Senate.

Ashby and Dickson 
said Hanson did not 
speak to the media on 
Tuesday because she 
was unwell.

British MPs to vote 
on Brexit options

London, Mar 27 (AFP): 
British MPs will on 
Wednesday hold votes 
on various Brexit options 
even as Prime Minis-
ter Theresa May comes 
under pressure to an-
nounce a departure plan 
to get support for her un-
popular divorce deal.

Three years after a 
referendum in which 
Britain voted to leave 
the European Union, the 
country is gripped by 
painful uncertainty over 
how -- or even whether 
-- it should put an end to 
its 46-year membership.

May’s deal negoti-
ated with Brussels has 
already been voted down 
overwhelmingly by par-
liament twice but the gov-
ernment is widely expect-
ed to present it for a third 
time on Thursday to en-
sure an orderly Brexit. EU 
leaders said Britain could 
leave the EU on May 22 
if the deal is adopted this 
week, or face a potential 
no-deal Brexit as early as 
April 12.

In a bid to find Brex-
it alternatives, lawmakers 
took the unprecedented 
step on Monday of seizing 
control of Wednesday’s 
parliamentary business. 
MPs will hold a series of “in-
dicative votes” -- indicating 
their preferences on a piece 
of paper -- for different 
Brexit outcomes, although 
May is not legally-bound to 
follow their instructions.

The proposals put 
forward so include a cus-
toms union with the EU, 
remaining in the single 
market, holding a second 
referendum or stopping 
Brexit by revoking Arti-
cle 50 -- the formal noti-
fication for departure.

The alternatives that 
will actually be voted 
on will be selected by 
speaker John Bercow on 
Wednesday and voting 
will take place at around 
1900 GMT with the re-
sults expected at around 
2100 GMT. Time has been 
set aside next Monday to 
try and whittle down the 
most popular options to 

a final plan. Parliament’s 
unprecedented pow-
er-grab was spearhead-
ed by arch-EU MPs, who 
want to either reverse 
Brexit or preserve much 
closer economic ties with 
the remaining 27 states.

Three members of 
May’s government quit 
in order to vote for the 
move, further piling 
pressure on their leader.

However, she re-
ceived a boost on Tuesday 
when influential Brexiteer 
Jacob Rees Mogg suggest-
ed he could back her deal 
in order to make sure the 
whole process was not 
stopped. Prominent Brexit 
supporter Boris Johnson 
has already indicated that 
he could back the deal, 
but only if May agrees to 
go, raising suggestions 
that she could announce 
plans for her departure 
at a meeting with Con-
servative MPs at 1700 
GMT on Wednesday.

“If the Prime Minis-
ter announces a timeta-
ble of departure, I think 
that’s going to swing a lot 
of people behind her deal, 
we could get it over the 
line,” said Conservative 
MP Nigel Evans. But the 
Democratic Unionist Party 
(DUP), the hardline North-
ern Irish power brokers 
who prop up the govern-
ment, have poured cold 
water on the deal.

The group’s Brexit 
spokesman Sammy Wil-
son said the party would 
rather see a one-year Brex-
it delay. “Even if we are 
forced into a one-year ex-
tension, we at least would 
have a say on the things 
which affect us during that 
time and would have the 
right to unilaterally de-
cide to leave at the end of 
that one-year,” he wrote in 
the Daily Telegraph. “We 
won’t let the PM or the Re-
mainer horde in parliament 
bully us into backing a toxic 
Brexit,” he said. Britain was 
originally due to exit from 
the EU on March 29, and 
MPs will vote on Wednes-
day to formalise the exten-
sion into law. 

S. Africa president’s son paid 
by scandal company: media

US Supreme 
Court backs 
Sudan over USS 
Cole damages
Washington, Mar 27 
(AFP): The US Supreme 
Court overturned Tues-
day a ruling ordering 
Sudan to pay damages 
to the families of 17 ser-
vicemen killed in the 
2000 bombing of the USS 
Cole in Yemen.

The high court ruled 
on procedural grounds: 
under regulations relat-
ed to the prosecution of 
foreign states, it said the 
Sudanese government 
should have been served 
the complaint in Khar-
toum instead of via its 
embassy in Washington.

“In cases with sen-
sitive diplomatic impli-
cations, the rule of law 
demands adherence to 
strict rules,” the justices 
said in an 8-1 ruling.

On October 12, 2000, 
a rubber boat loaded 
with explosives blew up 
as it rounded the bow of 
the guided-missile de-
stroyer, which had just 
pulled into Aden, Yemen, 
for a refueling stop.

Seventeen American 
sailors were killed as 
well as the two perpetra-
tors of the attack claimed 
by Al-Qaeda, in an early 
success for the terror 
group and its founder 
Osama bin Laden. 

Pretoria, Mar 27 
(AFP): South African 
President Cyril Rama-
phosa’s son Andile ad-
mitted on Wednesday he 
was paid USD 140,000 by 
a company facing exten-
sive corruption allega-
tions, an admission that 
could embarrass his fa-
ther ahead of polls.

President Ramapho-
sa has sought, ahead 
of elections on May 8, 
to de-toxify the ruling 
African National Con-
gress which has been 
embroiled in numerous 
graft scandals since com-
ing to power in 1994.

“It was a severe over-
sight on our part,” Andile 
told the News24 site of 
a USD 16,000-a-month 
deal his company signed 
with the Bosasa group in 
December 2017.

Bosasa, which is now 
African Global Opera-
tions, was a conglomer-
ate involved in bidding 
for and running lucrative 
government contracts.

Several suspects in-
cluding the company’s 
former chief operating 
officer Angelo Agrizzi 
appeared at the Special-
ised Commercial Crimes 
Court Wednesday over 

the alleged theft of 
USD120 million from 
contracts with the pris-
ons service.

The case was post-
poned to July.

“It is clear now with 
the benefit of hindsight 
that our due diligence 
was insufficient in retro-
spect of my father’s role 
going into the Presiden-
cy,” Andile Ramaphosa 
told News24.

His company, Blue 
Crane Capital, was con-
tracted to provide ad-
vice on more than 20 
public and private sec-
tor contracts in Uganda 

and Kenya.
There is no sugges-

tion Andile Ramaphosa 
or his company were 
involved in the alleged 
corruption at the cen-
tre of the ongoing 
criminal case.

Agrizzi, the former 
Bosasa executive, has 
made sweeping corrup-
tion allegations against 
government officials in-
cluding ministers who 
served during former 
president Jacob Zuma’s 
time in office.

He told a judicial 
commission probing 
government graft that 

Bosasa made monthly 
payments of about USD 
2,200 to the Jacob Zuma 
foundation.

The money, hidden 
in a luxury bag, was re-
ceived through founda-
tion president Dudu My-
eni, Agrizzi alleged.

Zuma resigned on 
February 14, 2018 af-
ter multiple corrup-
tion scandals.

He is fighting 16 
charges of fraud, corrup-
tion, and racketeering 
related to a 1990s arms 
deal struck when he was 
deputy president. He de-
nies any wrongdoing.
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ARIES: Lunge out of your comfort zone on 
Saturday, Aries! Under a boundary-busting 
trine between amorous Venus in your ad-
venturous ninth house and transformative 
Uranus in your sign, love knows no limits. 
Keep an open mind and see where that 
leads you. If you’re single, you could be 
attracted to someone radically dissimilar 
to your usual type or be amenable to a 
long-distance relationship.  
TAURUS: Your sex appeal is off the charts 
this Saturday as voluptuous Venus in your 
erotic eighth house hooks up with unpredict-
able Uranus in your fantasy zone. You won’t be 
able to keep a lid on your blazing sensuality. You 
could be minding your own business when out 
of the blue, a sultry lightning bolt strikes. With 
spontaneous Uranus in the picture, this person 
could have serious soulmate potential.  
GEMINI: If you find yourself at a cross-
roads with a key relationship on Saturday, 
Gemini, don’t panic. You’ll know which 
way to turn without a GPS. Diplomatic Ve-
nus in your partnership house teams up with 
game-changer Uranus, bringing on a make-

it-or-break-it moment. Suddenly the fog lifts, 
and you’ll have the clarity to decide whether or 
not to ink the deal, move in together or what-
ever next step you’re deliberating.  
CANCER: Set some new goals and commit 
to making the kind of positive changes that 
will give you even more energy and clarity, 
like swapping out that second coffee with a 
green juice and renew your yoga pass. On 
Sunday, vixen Venus heads into Capricorn and 
charges up your partnership sector until March 
1. This could make you think a bit more seri-
ously about your own relationship status.  
LEO: Ready for a style upgrade? On Sat-
urday, fashionista Venus in your glamor-
ous fifth house shoots a supportive beam to 
changemaker Uranus, turning your attention 
to your overflowing closet. To make room 
for some seasonal arrivals, you’ll need to 
clear out space—and Uranus says there’s no 
time like the present!.  
VIRGO: PMystery is the spice of life, and 
things could get muy picante on Saturday 
as a zesty trine between amorous Venus and 
transformative Uranus in your clandestine 

eighth house arouses desires you didn’t even 
realize you had. With the love planet light-
ing up your home zone, Chez Virgo could 
become the setting for some sexy escapades.  
LIBRA: Got a heart brimming with love? 
Shout it from the rooftops on Saturday, Libra! 
As devoted Venus in your expressive third 
house forms a supportive angle with transfor-
mative Uranus in your relationship corner, com-
municating your feelings to that special some-
one could be a game-changer. Even a simple 
declaration of your admiration to a friend will 
deepen the bond.   
SCORPIO: Saturday’s harmonious angle 
between fair-minded Venus in your money 
house and game-changer Uranus in your 
sixth house of details can help reset your 
balance sheet. Whether you’ve been picking 
up the slack for a coworker (or they for you) 
or the idea of reciprocity has been lost on 
a certain entitled friend, take a step toward 
parity. Surprise someone who’s been wildly 
generous to you by sending flowers or taking 
them out to lunch just because! 
SAGITTARIUS: Expect the unexpect-

ed this Saturday as amorous Venus in your 
sign buddies up with unpredictable Uranus 
in your passionate fifth house. If you’re in-
spired to do something completely out of 
character, just go with it without judging it 
or worrying about the consequences. Take 
the initiative with someone new, weeding 
out the tepid types and drawing in people 
who can keep up with your sizzling energy!    
CAPRICORN: You’re in for a surprise this Sat-
urday, Capricorn—if you can drop your guard 
enough to let the magic in. A harmonizing trine 
between affectionate Venus in your unconscious 
corner and radical Uranus could dredge up some 
deeply buried emotions—you know, the pesky 
kind you hate to deal with. While you’re great at 
the stiff-upper-lip thing, people who know you 
best realize that under that cool exterior lives a 
super-sensitive soul.    
AQUARIUS:  Scan local listings and find 
the most fun and out-there activities. Then grab 
some fellow adventurers to join your escapades. 
On the romantic front, if you’re single, don’t re-
strict yourself to one person. Life’s a buffet, Wa-
ter Bearer, so fill your plate! Attached? This day 

is perfect for that double (or group) date you’ve 
been talking about. On Sunday, as creative Venus 
glides into Capricorn and your quixotic twelfth 
house until March 1, mix it up! Pull clothes out of 
your closet that haven’t seen daylight in a while. 
Rock some bling you might normally think is too 
much. If you’ve been secretly crushing on some-
one, take a bold leap and invite THEM out. At least 
you’ll find out if you’ve got a fighting chance!.   
PISCES: Before you head out for brunch or a 
night of dancing, stop and gaze into your meta-
phoric crystal ball. Saturday’s helpful hookup of 
lucky Venus in your career sector and transfor-
mative Uranus in your money house provides 
the perfect opportunity to hit pause and evaluate 
some of your loftiest professional ambitions. Are 
your dreams the same as last year? Do they need 
some updating? And the million-dollar question: 
What are you doing to steer things in that direc-
tion? Make a list of what you think you can or 
should do to take a giant leap forward, and sched-
ule a few of these things into your calendar for 
next week. On Sunday, affable Venus swings 
into Capricorn and fires up your collaborative 
eleventh house.

WHAT A TWIST!  The Maleficent actress, Elle Fanning poses with her 
Miu Miu Twist campaign co-star at the Shanghai launch event for the new 
fragrance.
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Batman was Chris Evans’ 
childhood favourite superhero

‘Game of Thrones’ final season refers back 
to first season, says maisie Williams

John abraham to feature in 
and produce biker film

Sanjay Dutt dismisses rumours 
about contesting Lok Sabha polls

‘rocketman’ expected to get r-rating

Tessa Thompson 
confirmed 

for ‘avengers: 
endgame’

Los Angeles, Mar 27 (PTI): Actor Maisie 
Williams, who plays Arya Stark in “Game of 
Thrones”, says the first season of the show 
plays a huge role 
in what happens in 
the eighth and final 
season of the fanta-
sy drama.

Details about the 
final season of the 
HBO series are few 
and far between but 
the cast has teased 
a “bittersweet” end-
ing. In an interview 
with the Enter-
tainment Weekly, 
Williams said she 
re-watched the 
first season. “After 
reading the scripts 
I went back and 
watched season one 
again because so much of it refers back to that 
season,” Williams said. 

“There are so many scenes that will look 
similar. And also I watched just to remind 
myself of the arc I’ve taken already. I wanted 
Arya to go full circle and try for some kind 
of normalcy like when she was younger, she 
added. Williams said Arya will strive to find 
normalcy without letting go off her plan to 
kill Cersei. “This year it’s like she has a dual 

personality there are so many emotions and 
memories that come flooding back when 
you’re with your family and the things that 

you fight for become very different, yet 
she’s also remaining on this path to try and 
kill Cersei and remembering her list and 
getting closer to that. So there’s this split 
with Arya between trying to be who she 
wants to be getting back to the na vet and 
innocence with her family and unfinished 
business,” said the actor. 

The final season of Game of Thrones be-
gins airing from April 14.

Mumbai, Mar 26 (PTI): Actor Sanjay Dutt has 
denied reports that he would be contesting in 
the upcoming Lok Sabha elections 2019.

The actor took to Twitter to clear the air 
surrounding the reports that claimed he was 
set to follow in his father, late actor-Congress 
MP Sunil Dutt’s foosteps and contest polls 
from Ghaziabad.

“The rumor about me contesting for the 

Loksabha elections is not true (sic)” Dutt 
tweeted Monday.

He further extended his support to his sis-
ter, Congress MP Priya Dutt ahead of the gen-
eral elections.

“I stand with my country and in full sup-
port for my sister @PriyaDutt_INC. I urge ev-
eryone to come out in maximum numbers and 
cast their vote for our nation!” Dutt wrote.

Mumbai, Mar 27 (PTI): 
John Abraham is set to star in 
and produce a biker film.

The untitled film is cur-
rently in pre-production 
and will be directed by Ren-
sil D’Silva.

John said the story of the 
film revolves around motor-
cycles, his longtime passion, 
which the actor first show-
cased onscreen in the 2004 
blockbuster “Dhoom”.

“I decided to develop a 
film on riders and their love 
for motorcycles in-house two 
years ago. A lot of research 
and time has been spent on 
the subject since then. 

“I’m happy to have Ajay 
Kapoor and Rensil on board 
for this project. I am especial-
ly excited that we will film 
the action sequences in the 
Isle of Man, the home of rac-
ing on real roads,” the actor 
said in a statement.

D’Silva, who directed 
2009 film “Kurbaan”, said di-
recting an adventure film on 
bikes with John is a dream 
come true for him.

“I’ve grown up on films 
like ‘Days of Thunder’ and 
‘Top Gun’ and it’s a dream 

come true to make an 
adrenaline pumping, emo-
tionally charged bike racing 
film like this with John,” the 
filmmaker said.

Kyta Productions, the 
banner behind John’s last 
“Parmanu: The Story of 
Pokhran” and his upcom-
ing espionage thriller “RAW 
(Romeo Akbar Walter)”, is at-
tached to co-produce.

Ajay Kapoor of the pro-
duction house said he is 
excited to collaborate with 
the actor’s JA Entertain-

ment again.
“I know how passionate 

John is about motorbikes. It 
has been a pleasure collabo-
rating with him and his pro-

duction company so far on all 
our projects, and it will be an 
absolute treat to see him play 
a biker now! We look forward 
to our other collaborations 
with him in future too,” Ka-
poor said.

Remaining cast of the 
film is currently being 
locked and the film will go 
on floors in July.

Los Angeles, Mar 27 (PTI): 
“Avengers” star Chris Evans 
has revealed he was a Bat-
man fan while growing up.
The actor, who plays fan fa-
vourite Captain America 
in the Marvel Cinematic 
Universe, said his revela-
tion about arch-rival DC’s 
Dark Knight would land 
him in a soup. 

“I wasn’t that cool I was 
more into cartoons like Bugs 
Bunny and Looney Tunes, 
things like that. 

“I’ll say Batman. I proba-

bly shouldn’t say that it’s DC, 
I’m gonna get in trouble. 
But those Michael Keaton 
movies, those were pretty 
big, so yeah I’ll say Bat-
man,” Evans recalled when 
asked a fan question by The 
Hollywood Reporter.

The actor also revealed 
what his favourite scene as 
Captain America has been.

“I’m partial to that fight 
scene in the elevator (from 
‘Captain America: The Win-
ter Solider’). That was the 
first scene we shot in the sec-

ond Captain America movie. 
It was my first time working 
with the Russos. It was the 
first time where it felt like 
Cap was kind of on his own.

“The first Cap movie, it 
felt like everyone was real-
ly holding my hand. And the 
first Avengers movie, I just 
did my best to not get in the 
way,” Evans, 37, added.

He will next be seen in 
“Avengers: Endgame”, which 
is slated to be released in the 
UK cinemas on April 25 and 
the US theatres on April 26.

Los Angeles, Mar 26 (PTI): Elton John biopic 
“Rocketman” is expected to receive an R-rat-
ing due to the sex and drug scenes in the film.

Two sources close to the project told The 
Hollywood Reporter that the film will in-
clude an intimate love scene between Taron 
Egerton, who plays the title role, and “Game 
of Thrones” star Richard Madden, who plays 
John’s former manager and lover, John Reid.

The film, which takes its title from one of John’s 
hits of the same name, deals with challenging 
themes such as the music icon’s drug addiction. 

It also includes scenes from his childhood 
as a student at the Royal Academy of Music, 
his friendship with writing partner Bernie 

Taupin (played by Jamie Bell) and coming to 
terms with his sexuality.

According to one insider close to the pro-
duction, filmmakers and Paramount are in 
discussions about the love scene, which has 
the F-word several times and includes brief 
rear nudity, and someone snorting cocaine.

Dexter Fletcher, who stepped in to com-
plete “Bohemian Rhapsody” after Bryan 
Singer was sacked from the job, is attached 
as the director.

Fletcher is in the midst of editing the film, 
which is slated for release in the US on May 
31 and in the UK on May 24, and produced by 
John’s husband, David Furnish. 

Los Angeles, Mar 27 
(PTI): Tessa Thompson will 
be seen in the much-awaited 
“Avengers: Endgame”, Marvel 
has announced. The actor plays 
Valkyrie in the Marvel Cinematic 
Universe and first appeared in 
2017’s “Thor: Ragnarok”.

The studio made the reve-
lation Tuesday through the 32 
“Endgame” character posters. 
“One Month. #AvengersEnd-
game,” Thompson shared the 
still on Instagram.

Fans have long suspected 
Valkyrie’s appearance in the 
upcoming tentpole sequel 
as she was seen travelling to 
the “Endgame” set with Chris 
Hemsworth’s Thor.

Marvel successfully man-
aged the suspense as neither 
the character nor Thompson’s 
name was included on the 
film’s official poster, which re-
leased earlier this month. The 
character posters also include 
those who did not survive 
Thanos’ finger snap in 2018’s 
“Avengers: Infinity War”.

Posters for the living ones 
such as Tony Stark (Robert 
Downey Jr), Steve Rogers / 
Captain America (Chris Ev-
ans), and Natasha Romanoff 
/ Black Widow (Scarlett Jo-
hansson) are in colour, while 
the dead ones, Peter Parker / 
Spider-Man (Tom Holland), 
Wanda Maximoff / Scarlet 
Witch (Elizabeth Olsen), and 
Nick Fury (Samuel L Jackson) 
are in black-and-white. The 
stills, with hashtag #Avenge-
TheFallen, also revealed that 
Letitia Wright’s Shuri did not 
survive the snap.

“Endgame” is set to hit the 
screens on April 26.


