
Vol 04 | Issue 208 | Gangtok | Saturday | 03 August 2019 Pages 8 | ` 5RNI No. SIKENG/2016/69420

Chris Messina joins 
‘The sinner’ season 3

pg 08

PseudosCienCe is Taking 
over social media – and 

PuTTing us all aT risk
pg 04

PeoPle geT defensive when 
PresenTed wiTh hard 

faCTs: sonakshi sinha
pg 08

CM dedicates Budget 2019-
20 to people of Sikkim

SuMMit RepoRt
Gangtok, 02 Aug: 

Chief Minister Prem 
Singh Tamang [Golay] 

has dedicated the Gener-
al Budget 2019-20 to the 
people of Sikkim. He ex-
pressed that the Sikkim 
Krantikari Morcha gov-
ernment has been able to 
pass a successful budget 
in the interest of every 
section of society.

In his vote of thanks 
on the last day of the as-
sembly session on Friday, 
the CM stated that the 
maiden budget of SKM 
government covers pov-
erty alleviation, public 
health, social welfare, 
qualitative education, 
pure drinking water, 
power and other areas. 

He further added 
that welfare measures 
in the interest of govern-
ment employees, qualita-
tive rural development, 
building a healthy so-
ciety and other targets 
have also been included 
in this budget.

CM mentioned that 
the budget has also tar-
geted to make Sikkim 
loan-free and to improve 
the financial condition of 
the State.

He thanked the Min-
isters and MLAs for their 
active participation in the 

discussion and passing of 
the budget. He thanked 
the opposition Mem-
bers, GT Dhungel and Em 
Prasad Sharma for deliv-
ering their responsibility 
by participating in this 
constitutional process in 
the interest of the people. 
The CM also thanked the 
Speaker and every indi-
vidual involved for the 
successful completion of 
the Budget Session.

Earlier, in his vote of 

thanks, Member of the 
House, Aditya Golay ex-
pressed his gratitude to 
the Governor on behalf 
of the people of Chakung-
Soreng. He thanked the 
CM for the pro-people 
budget and the people 
of Sikkim for giving the 
mandate to SKM party to 
run the government. 

Likewise, Minister LN 
Sharma stated that it was 
a historic budget passed 
by the SKM government 

in the interest of the peo-
ple of Sikkim. 

In his valedictory re-
marks, the Speaker stated 
that in a democracy, the 
will of the people and their 
mandate is supreme and 
hence the service of the 
people is the prime duty 
of a public representative. 
He said that the Budget 
passed by the House is 
dedicated to the service of 
the people of Sikkim.

He summed up the key 
proceedings of the Budget 
Session and expressed his 
gratitude to everyone for 
their valuable contribution. 
He thanked the Governor for 
his presence on the opening 
day and for his valuable ad-
dress to the House. 

He also thanked CM 
for presenting the Annu-
al General Budget of the 
Government for 2019-
20, and other important 
documents on the floor 
of the House. The Speak-
er thanked the Ministers 
and MLAs for their par-
ticipation during the pro-
ceedings, their questions 
and deliberations, and 
for their participation in 
passing the annual bud-
get. He also thanked and 
congratulated the Mem-
bers for the passing of 
three important Bills in 
the House.

LS passes bill on dam safety

Taxi stand issue partially resolved
REBYNA RANA
Gangtok, 02 Aug:

The problem of taxi 
stands in the capital 

was partially resolved 
today following an in-
spection carried out by 
a team of Sikkim Kran-
tikari Chalak Morcha 
and DSP Traffic. Except 
the taxi stand near Star 
Hall, other taxi stands in 
the capital will continue 
to function like before, 

it was decided.
Dara Gaon [Convoy 

Ground] taxi stand, Shere 
Punjab Hotel taxi stand 
which leads to Ling-
ding via Arithang, and 
the stoppage near Hotel 
Orchid will continue to 
function like before. 

Only the taxi stand 
near Star Hall, MG Marg 
is still in question.

Sikkim Kranti-
kari Chalak Morcha 

vice president, Chung 
Chung Bhutia informed 
that they could not 
meet SP Traffic today 
so the matter could not 
be discussed.

He added that the 
Chalak Morcha team will 
be going to meet SP Traf-
fic on Saturday to discuss 
the matter.

“We are hopeful that 
the issue will be resolved 
tomorrow,” he said. 

Govt reverts Departments 
to original names

SuMMit RepoRt
Gangtok, 02 Aug:

The State Government has changed the names of 
several Departments reverting to names that 

were used earlier. Food Security and Agriculture 
Development is now just Agriculture Department 
while Animal Husbandry, Livestock, Fisheries and 
Veterinary Services is now Animal Husbandry and 
Veterinary Services Department.

Human Resource Development Department is 
now Education Department. Cultural Affairs and 
Heritage Department is now Culture Department 
while Department of Personnel, Administrative 
Reforms, Training and Public Grievance is now just 
Department of Personnel.

Finance, Revenue and Expenditure Department 
has been changed to Finance Department while 
Food, Civil Supplies and Consumer Affairs Depart-
ment is now Food and Civil Supplies Department.

Forest, Enviornment and Wildlife Management 
Department is renamed Forest and Environment 
Department. Health Care, Human Service and Fam-
ily Welfare Department has been renamed Health 
and Family Welfare Department.

Horticulture and Cash Crops Development De-
partment is now just Horticulture Department.

BUDGET SESSION CONCLUDES
CAG and other audit reports tabled; 

Assembly Committees formalised

East Bengal felicitates Bhaichung 
as “biggest find of the century”

SuMMit RepoRt
Gangtok, 02 Aug:

Former Indian football 
captain Bhaichung 

Bhutia was felicitated by 
the East Bengal Club during 
the club’s centenary year 
celebrations on Thursday 
at Netaji Indoor Stadium, 
Kolkata. Bhaichung was 
feted as the Club’s “biggest 
find of the century.”

“I attribute all that I 
have achieved in football 
to East Bengal. This is 
the club that recognised 
my abilities as a 16-year-
old and introduced me 
to top-level football,” a 

clearly touched Bhaic-
hung was quoted as say-
ing in media reports.

The current Indian 
national team captain, 
Sunil Chhetri, who rep-
resented East Bengal in 
2008, was also felicitated 
by the club yesterday.

The biggest congre-
gation of legends hap-
pened after this as Shy-
am Thapa, Surajit Sen-
gupta, Mohammad Habib 
and Subhash Bhowmick 
joined at the podium to 
honour PK Banerjee who 
was named the coach of 
the century.

SuMMit RepoRt
Gangtok, 02 Aug: 

The five-day long bud-
get session of Sikkim 

Legislative Assembly 
ended today with Chief 
Minister PS Tamang [Go-
lay], who also holds the 
Finance portfolio, tabling 
a stack of audit reports. 
Also today, the several 
committees of the Legis-
lative Assembly were con-
stituted with the two rebel 
SDF MLAs finding a berth 
in several committees.

He presented the Re-
port of the Comptroller 
and Auditor General of 
India on the State’s Fi-
nances for the year end-
ed March 2018, Report of 
the Comptroller and Au-
ditor General of India on 
Economic, Revenue and 
General Sectors for the 
year ended March 2018, 
and Accounts at a Glance 
2017-18.

He also presented 
separate audit reports 
for State Trading Corpo-
ration of Sikkim, Sikkim 
State Legal Service Au-
thority-Legal Aid Fund, 
State Bank of Sikkim, 
Sikkim Scheduled Castes, 
Scheduled Tribes & Oth-
er Backward Classes De-
velopment Corporation 
Limited (SABCCO) and 
Annual Consolidated Au-
dit and Review Report 
on the Accounts of Pan-

chayati Raj Institutions 
& Municipalities audited 
during the year ended 31 
March, 2019.

The CM also present-
ed reports under FRBM 
Act, 2010 in the house 
like the Review of Com-
pliance to Sikkim Fiscal 
Responsibility and Bud-
get Management Act for 
the year 2016-17, Half 
Yearly Review Report: 
2018-19, Review of the 
Trends in Receipt and Ex-
penditure in relation to 
Budget 2018-19 and Medi-
um Term Fiscal Plan for Sik-
kim 2019-20 to 2021-22.

Speaker, Sikkim Leg-
islative Assembly, LB 
Das, in turn presented 
the Annual Reports of 
the Commission, Govern-
ment Departments and 
Sikkim Legislative As-
sembly Secretariat.

The last day of the as-
sembly session also elect-
ed and nominated mem-
bers of different Assembly 
Committees for the finan-
cial year 2019-20.

MLAs Aditya Golay Ta-
mang, Sunita Gajmer and 
Em Prasad Sharma were 
selected as Members of 
the Committee on Public 
Accounts by the House. 

The Speaker then 
nominated MLA Aditya 
Golay Tamang as Chair-
man of the Public Ac-
counts Committee.

MLAs Sunita Gajmer, 
Aditya Golay Tamang and 
GT Dhungel were elected 
as Members of the Com-
mittee on Estimates for 
the financial year 2019-
20 with Ms Sunita Ga-
jmer nominated Chair-
person of the Committee.

MLAs Em Prasad 
Sharma, Aditya Golay 
Tamang and GT Dhungel 
were nominated as Mem-
bers of Committee on 
Government Assuranc-
es with MLA Em Prasad 
Sharma selected Chair-
man of the Committee.

Likewise, the Speak-
er nominated MLAs GT 
Dhungel, Em Prasad 
Sharma and Aditya Go-
lay Tamang as Members 
of Committee on Rules, 
which has the Speaker as 
the ex-officio Chairper-
son of the Committee.

Members Sunita Ga-
jmer and Bishnu Kumar 
Sharma were nominat-
ed by the Speaker as 
Members of Committee 
on Library. The Deputy 
Speaker of the House is 
the ex-officio Chairman 
of the Committee.

Members GT Dhungel, 
Bishnu Kumar Sharma and 
Em Prasad Sharma were 
nominated by the Speaker 
as Members of the Com-
mittee on House with Mr 
Dhungel as the Chairman.

turn to pg02

New Delhi, Aug 2 (PTI): A bill seeking to 
set up an institutional mechanism for surveil-
lance, inspection, operation and maintenance 
of specified dams across the country was 
passed by Lok Sabha on Friday with the cen-
tre asserting it has no intention of taking over 
power of the states

The provisions of the bill is proposed to 
be applied to all specified dams in the country 
which have height of more than 15 metres, or 
between 10 metres to 15 metres.

Responding to the debate on the Dam Safety 
Bill, 2019, Jal Shakti Minister Gajendra Singh Shek-
hawat said the centre has no intention of taking 
over the powers of state through the draft law.

Water is a state subject.
Shekhawat said that in 2016, states were 

consulted on the bill and most agreed that it 
is better than the 2010 draft. The Minister as-

serted that through the proposed 
law the centre does not want to 
take control of the dams, water or 
power generated by it.

He also made it clear that 
there will be no interference on 
part of the centre or the Central 
Water Commission officials.

The centre has formulated emer-
gency action plan for 180 dams.

Referring to Polavaram proj-
ect in Andhra Pradesh, he said as 
the state government has cancelled the tender, 
the cost of the project is likely to go up over 
the years. He said Parliament has the legisla-
tive competence to draft laws which relate to 
public security and safety.

The bill envisages a two-tier structure at 
national as well state level to ensure safety of 

dams in the country, said Jal Shakti Minister 
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat while moving the 
bill. Observing that safety of dam is extreme-
ly important as it concerns lives of people, 
property and flora and fauna, the Minister said 
“there is a need to have a common protocol for 
safety of dams in the country.”

There are 5,745 reservoirs in the country of 

which 293 are more than 100 years old. The age 
of 25 per cent of dams is between 50 to 100 years 
and 80 per cent are over 25 years old, he said.

Among other things, the bill also seeks to 
resolve the inter-state issues concerning main-
tenance and safety of dams, he said, adding as 
many as 92 per cent of dams in the country are 
on inter-state river basins.              turn to pg02

Parliament 
approves 
amendment 
to UAPA bill
New Delhi, Aug 2 (PTI): 
In a big boost to the Gov-
ernment, Parliament on 
Friday approved a crucial 
amendment to an anti- 
terror law allowing the 
Centre to also designate 
individuals as terrorists 
and seize their proper-
ties. Home Minister Amit 
Shah said the law, that 
will be used only to tackle 
terror, will help agencies 
remain four steps ahead 
of terrorists. He accused 
the Congress of giving co-
lour to the law by linking 
terrorism to religion for 
political gains.

Shah alleged that the 
Congress misused it to 
frame people linked to 
a particular religion, in 
the context of Samjhauta 
and Mecca Masjid cases, 
where the accused have 
been acquitted by court.

He also accused the 
Congress of misusing 
laws to target the opposi-
tion and cited the exam-
ple of ‘Emergency’ in this 
regard when opposition 
leaders were put behind 
bars and restrictions on 
media were imposed. 
The Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Amend-
ment Bill that seeks to 
amend the Unlawful Ac-
tivities (Prevention) Act, 
1967, was passed by Ra-
jya Sabha with 147 votes 
in favour and 42 against. 
The Congress and BSP 
supported the bill.

The House earlier 
rejected the opposi-
tion-sponsored motion 
to send the amendment 
to a select committee 
with 104 votes against 
as compared to 85 in fa-
vour. The Congress had 
also voted in favour of 
this motion. The Lok 
Sabha had passed the 
bill on July 24. This is the 
third legislation in this 
session that has cleared 
the Rajya Sabha hurdle 
where the ruling party 
does not have a majority. 
Earlier, the government 
got the RTI Amendment 
Bill and the Triple Talaq 
Bill passed in the House 
after it outstrategised the 
opposition. While reply-
ing to the debate, Shah 
also alleged that the Con-
gress said it is important 
to identify terrorists and 
not just organisations.

So far the govern-
ment only had powers to 
designate groups or or-
ganisations as terrorists.
Attacking the opposition 
party, he said it should 
not talk about misuse 
and it should look into its 
past. He cited the exam-
ple of Emergency, when 
opposition leaders were 
jailed after the court 
struck down the elec-
tion of the then Prime 
Minister. “What hap-
pened during the Emer-
gency? All the media 
was banned, all opposi-
tion leaders were jailed. 
There was no democracy 
for 19 months, and you 
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URGENTlY REqUIRED: 
Urgent Recruitment for a waiter 

with atleast 3 years experience and 
one kitchen helper. Contact: Hotel 

Paramount, Dentam, West Sik-
kim- 9735909625 / 8348285444

WANTED 
HOUSEKEEPER/BABYSITTER . 

Contact:  9933443442/9800500696.
GENERAl INfoRmATIoN

This is for general information of all concerned 
that Hotel Parasol Residency, Panihouse, Deorali 
East Sikkim shall remain closed for a period of 
six months for carrying out necessary repairs. 
All concerned tour operators and clients are 
requested to refrain from booking or deal with 
any sort with regard to Hotel Parasol Residency, 
Panihouse, Deorali, East Sikkim.

Mr. Subash Lama
Proprietor

Hotel Parasol Residency,
 Panihouse, Deorali, East Sikkim

Four & half Storied building on SALE, behind Hotel 
Agarwal at Pani House, Gangtok, East Sikkim. In-
terested parties may also buy flats – 2 flats – 1650 
sq.ft , 1 Flat – 1186 sq.ft & 1 Flat on top (1 & half)- 
3000 sq.ft. Contact: -9434751150

KutSe SheGu
The Kutse Shegu of late Norbu Tshering Bhutia 
(Khamdong Norbu)  who passed away on 19th 
of June 2019, falls on the 6th of August 2019. 
Family members, friends 
and well wishers are most 
welcome in joining us in 
offering prayers for his 
departed soul at our resi-
dence at Khamdong, East 
Sikkim. We wish to thank 
all of you who supported 
us during the time of our 
grief with your condolenc-
es and apologise in case we weren’t able to do 
so personally.

Pempa Doma Bhutia (Khamdong Anyola)
Sonam Wangdi , Tashi Chopel, K.P.Tsher-

ing, Karma Loday, Karma Thendup, Karma 
Yenten (sons), Karma Doma (daughter), 

N.T.Bhutia (son-in-law) and Family Members
Khamdong.

Members GT Dhungel, Em Prasad Sharma and Ad-
itya Golay Tamang were nominated as Members of 
Committee on Privilege which also has Mr Dhungel as 
the Chairman.

Likewise, Members GT Dhungel, Aditya Golay Tamang 
and Em Prasad Sharma were nominated to the Panel of 
Chairmen for the financial year 2019-20 by the Speaker.

CAG and other...

are accusing us of misusing laws? 
Kindly look at your own past,” he said. 
Speaking about the Samjhauta Ex-
press blast case, he said those accused 
during the UPA regime were let go as 
the court did not find anything against 
them and the Congress had registered 
“false” cases against them, keeping 
elections in mind. Shah alleged that the 
accused belonged to a certain religion 
and people of one religion were target-
ed during Congress rule. Responding to 
opposition concerns over the law being 
misused, he assured no one’s human 
rights will be violated as a four-stage 
scrutiny with provision for appeals has 
been prescribed when individuals are 
declared terrorists.

Terrorism has no religion, terrorists 
are against humanity, he said seeking 
support of all parties to support strin-
gent laws against terrorism.

The Home Minister appealed to the 
House to pass the bill unanimously to 
send a unanimous and strong message 
to the world that terrorists are the ene-
mies of humanity and India is commit-
ted to finish terror from its soil.

Individuals can be declared terror-
ists if they commit or participate in acts 
of terrorism, prepare or promote terror, 
he said. The amendment will expedite 
prosecution in terror cases, he said. 
Attacking critics of the law, Shah said 
those opposing this bill must remember 
that the original law was not brought 
by the current Government. “We have 
always supported a strong law against 
terrorism and have been committed 
to any amendment in the past also. A 
tough law is required to uproot terror-
ism from India and we would always 
support that,” he said. Shah said terror-
ism has no religion and individuals of 
one religion must not be victimised. He 
further assured the House that Govern-
ment is committed to protect the funda-
mental rights of all citizens.

He said declaring an organisation as 
a terrorist organization will not stop in-
dividuals behind it. Not designating in-
dividuals as terrorists would give them 
an opportunity to circumvent the law 
and they would continue to regroup 
under different names and continue to 
indulge in terrorist activities, he noted.

“Till the time a person is not de-
clared a terrorist, there cannot be a 

check on such person’s terror activi-
ties,” he said. The Minister said only 
those individuals who participate in 
terrorist activities, those indulging in 
such activities, propagate the ideology 
of terrorism and members of known 
terrorist organisations will be declared 
as terrorists after this amendment. Ter-
rorism, he said is a global problem and 
the UN besides several other countries 
have provisions in their laws to desig-
nate individuals as terrorists.

He said all countries have laws to 
designate individuals as terrorists, not-
ing that United States, European Union 
and the United Nations, besides coun-
tries like China, Pakistan and Israel 
also have such a law. Elaborating on the 
track record of the National Investiga-
tion Agency (NIA), he said out of 278 
terror cases registered by the agency, 
charge sheet has been filed in 204 cas-
es. Of the 54 cases where judgements 
have come, conviction has been there in 
48. Track record of NIA in conviction in 
terror cases is outstanding, he said.

Shah said there has been a 91 per 
cent conviction rate of cases for NIA, 
which is the highest for any investiga-
tive agency across the world. He said 
221 persons who have been convicted, 
92 have been freed of charges by the 
courts. A total of 131 charge-sheets 
have been filed from June 1, 2014 to 
July 2019. Of the total cases, 109 are 
against Jihadi cases, 27 against left 
wing terrorists, 47 cases in north east, 
14 against khalistani groups, 45 against 
those involved in hawala trade and for-
eign currency violations, and another 
36 in other cases.

“All charge sheets are as per law 
and no one has been freed due to lack 
of charge-sheet filing,” he said. Earlier 
Congress leader, P Chidambaram said 
his party was not against the law but 
was opposed to some amendments. He 
said the issue was that of a liberty of an 
individual and if the law was passed, it 
would be struck down by courts. “An 
individual who commits terrorist act is 
punishable. But there is no clear differ-
entiation driven out between punishing 
an unlawful association and punishing 
the member of unlawful organisation. 
Why have you brought this amend-
ment? What is the purpose of this 
amendment,” he asked. 

Parliament approves...

He further said that 40 dams have 
collapsed in India since Independence 
and worst such disaster occurred in 
Gujarat in 1979 leading to loss of thou-
sands of lives of people.

The dam collapse always becomes 
an international issue, he said, adding it 
would be a matter of national shame if 
it is found the collapse was on account 
of poor maintenance.

The present bill is based on the ear-
lier draft bill which could not be pushed 
in the previous Lok Sabha, he said. It 
includes various suggestions of the 
Standing Committee which had scru-
tinised the earlier bill.

The bill, he added, envisages consti-
tution of a National Committee on Dam 
Safety headed by the Chairman, Central 
Water Commission.

While supporting the bill, Tajasvi 
Surya (BJP), however, said the legisla-
tion does not fix accountability if there 
is failure of aparticular dam.

GS Damor (BJP) said that India 
should build big dams taking into con-
sideration demand for large quantity of 
water.

The panel will formulate policies 
and regulations regarding dam safety 
standards and prevention of dam fail-
ures, and analyse causes of major dam 
failures and suggest changes in dam 
safety practices.

The legislation also envisages set-
ting up of a National Dam Safety Au-
thority to be headed by an officer not 
below the rank of an Additional Secre-
tary, to be appointed by the central gov-
ernment.

The main task of the National Dam 
Safety Authority includes implement-
ing the policies formulated by the Na-
tional Committee on Dam Safety, re-
solving issues between State Dam Safe-
ty Organisations (SDSOs), or between a 
SDSO and any dam owner in that state, 
specifying regulations for inspection 
and investigation of dams.

The NDSA will also provide accredi-
tation to agencies working on construc-
tion, design and alteration of dams.

The proposed legislation also en-
visages constituting a State Dam Safety 
Organisation whose functions will be 
to keep perpetual surveillance, inspec-
tion, monitoring the operation and 
maintenance of dams, keeping a data-
base of all dams, and recommending 

safety measures to owners of dams.
The bill provides for two types of 

offences --- obstructing a person in the 
discharge of his functions, and refusing 
to comply with directions issued under 
the proposed law.

As per the provisions of the bill, of-
fenders will be punishable with impris-
onment of up to one year, or a fine, or 
both. If the offence leads to loss of lives, 
the term of imprisonment may be ex-
tended up to two years.

Offences will be cognisable only 
when the complaint is made by the gov-
ernment, or any authority constituted 
under the bill.

Participating in the debate, Con-
gress leader in Lok Sabha Adhir Ranjan 
Chowdhury said there are still issues to 
be resolved and urged the Centre not to 
encroach upon the rights of state gov-
ernments.

NK Premachandran (RSP) raised 
concerns about an additional secretary 
rank official to be chairman of the Dam 
Safety Authority and absence of an ap-
pellate authority, saying the latter issue 
is against principles of natural justice.

DMK’s A Raja said the bill is an on-
slaught on the federal structure.

Mahua Moitra (TMC) said the bill 
impinges on the powers of states and 
the federal structure.

She urged the government not to 
bring pieces of legislations that ride 
roughshod over the states’ rights.

BJP member P P Chaudhary empha-
sised that Parliament has full legislative 
power to enact the law on dam safety, 
amid questions raised by some Opposi-
tion members on whether Parliament 
has the legislative competence to intro-
duce the bill.

Shirang Barne (Shiv Sena) through 
the Bill the government should ensure 
that there is no encroachment on the 
rights of the states.

Sunil Tatkare (NCP) stated that 
there were some lacunae in the bill and 
added that it does not talk about the 
recovery of minor and medium dam 
projects.

B Mahtab (BJD) was of the view 
though the bill was good and a lot of 
steps were taken to make it better, 
still there were many incongruities 
in the bill. He said the state should be 
empowered so that they can take care 
of themselves.

lS passes bill...

Barfung Jarrong is now a child-friendly GPU
Namchi, 02 Aug [IPR]: 
Barfung Jarrong GPU to-
day officially became a 
Child-Friendly GPU fol-
lowing a function held 
here at the Chandraman 
Rai Secondary School au-
ditorium here at Jarrong 
today. 

A first of its kind ini-
tiative in Sikkim, this is 
an innovative initiative of 
the District Child Protec-
tion Unit (South) under 
ICPS, SJE&WD. 

The initiative has 
been taken up with the 
objective of establishing 
child protection mech-
anisms at the grassroot 
level in order to promote 
a child friendly environ-
ment and community 
which in turn would be 
instrumental in turning 
the entire state into a 
Child Friendly State. 

The Child Friendly 
GPU would entail series 
of activities and pro-
grammes to educate and 
sensitize the communi-
ties about child rights 
and child protection is-
sues. 

It will also help build 
a platform to empower 
and engage the children 
in the decision making 

process through Bal Pan-
chayats and Bal Sabhas 
through which children 
can voice their opinions, 
raise issues concerning 
them, build human re-
source of the community 
by identifying communi-
ty volunteers and build-
ing capacities in subjects 
like child counseling, 
child rights, legislations 
related to children so 
that they can provide 
emergency relief and re-
habilitation services to 
the children in difficult 
circumstances. 

The formation of 
such an establishment 
will also facilitate con-
vergence of different de-
partments to bring child 

related programmes 
and services under one 
roof and make them ac-
cessible to children of 
the community. It may 
be mentioned that two 
more GPUs have been 
identified in South Dis-
trict by District Child 
Protection Unit (South) 
ICPS, SJE&WD.

Speaking on the 
launch programme, 
DCPO (South), Roshnila 
Gurung, who has concep-
tualized the initiative of 
Child Friendly GPU stat-
ed that considering the 
rising crimes and abuses 
against children, she felt 
the urgent need to ad-
dress, aware and sensi-
tize the communities to 

address such jarring and 
significant issues. 

She also made the 
gathering aware that to-
day Sikkim stands as the 
third highest north-east-
ern state in crimes 
against children after 
Assam and Mizoram as 
per the NCRB report. 
She further stated that 
through the creation 
and establishment of 
a child friendly GPU, a 
strong support system 
within the community 
for reporting of cases, 
providing emergency as-
sistance, medical, finan-
cial, legal, psychological 
and rehabilitation help is 
possible. 

She strongly ex-

pressed and emphasized 
that by empowering and 
engaging the children by 
providing them a plat-
form where they can 
voice out their opinions, 
solutions to the various 
problems that concerns 
them can be facilitated 
through Bal panchayats 
and Bal sabhas. 

Similarly, she also 
urged the public to reach 
out to every family and 
children in difficult cir-
cumstances through the 
child protection mecha-
nism established within 
the GPU so that no child 
is left behind and that 
help is provided when-
ever needed. In addition, 
she stressed upon the 
aspects of empowerment 
of the families and chil-
dren of the GPU so that 
every child of the village 
can grow and develop to 
their full potential.

The program saw the 
attendance of officials of 
DCPU, ICPS (SJE&WD), 
officials of Health De-
partment, Child Line 
workforce, members of 
NGOs, Senior Citizens,  
Panchayats, School staff, 
teachers and children 
and public of the area.

CM meets Shivraj Singh Chauhan in Guwahati

Guwahati, 02 Aug [IPR]: 
Chief Minister Prem 
Singh Tamang [Golay] 
met former Chief Minis-
ter of Madhya Pradesh 
and National Vice Presi-
dent, Shivraj Singh Chau-
han, at Guwahati today. 
The Chief Minister is on 
a two-day visit to Assam. 

The Chief Minister as-

sured the BJP leader that 
they would work collec-
tively for the development 
of the state and the nation. 

Mr Shivraj Singh con-
veyed his good wishes to 
the people of Sikkim and 
congratulated the Chief 
Minister on his electoral 
victory and stated that 
they were ready to help 

in the all round devel-
opment of the State, for 
which he was willing to 
speak to the central lead-
ership about extending 
support for the develop-
ment of the state. 

The Chief Minister 
also met the BJP in-
charge of the North East, 
Ajay Jambal.

Press Advisor to Cm interacts 
with media personnel

SuMMit RepoRt
Gangtok, 02 Aug: 

In a special initiative, 
Press Advisor to the 

Chief Minister, CP Shar-
ma, held an interaction 
with press and media 
personnel here at Sam-
man Bhawan on Friday. 
The programme saw a 
huge presence of senior 
and young working jour-
nalists and representa-
tives from different print 
and electronic and social 
media of the State.

During the pro-
gramme, Press Club of 

Sikkim president, Joseph 
Lepcha and other jour-
nalists presented various 
issues and suggestions to 
the Press Advisor.

In his address, Mr 
Sharma congratulated all 
journalists for working 
for the betterment of 
the society and welfare 
of the people. He also 
expressed his happiness 
on interacting with me-
dia personnel. 

Regarding issues and 
suggestions placed by 
journalists, he assured 
to take all issues and 

suggestions to the State 
government and to do his 
best to address all issues 
and problems.

Mr Sharma also en-
couraged young journal-
ists to take this pro-
fession seriously and 
responsibly. He stated 
that journalists are the 
mirror of the society 
and urged them to lead 
the society towards 
the right path. He also 
urged journalists to de-
liver their responsibil-
ities sensibly towards 
the society.
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Garnier Men Mega Mr Ne and Sunsilk Mega Miss Ne
Guwahati, 02 Aug: Mega Entertainment, north 
east’s largest fashion and pageant event orga-
nizer, announced the dates of the grand fina-
le of 17th edition of Sunsilk Mega Miss North 
East and 10th edition of Garnier Men Mega 
Mister North East in a press conference held at 
the Guwahati Press Club today.

The Grand Finale of the 10th Garnier Men 
Mega Mister North East, supported by Title 
Sponsor Garnier Men- India’s no. 1 men’s face 
wash brand, Hospitality Partner Radisson Blu, 
Telecom Partner Vodafone SuperNet 4G, Pho-

to Partner Sony Alpha and Styling Partner Sin 
Denim will be held at ITA Cultural Complex, 
Machkhowa, on 08 August. 

On 09 August, 7.00pm onwards, ITA Cul-
tural Complex will host the Grand Finale of 
17th Sunsilk Mega Miss North East, which 
has been supported by Title Sponsor Sunsilk 
Thick and Long, Hospitality Partner Radis-
son Blu, Telecom Partner Vodafone SuperNet 
4G, Photo Partner Sony Alpha and Cosmetic 
Partner Eyetex Dazller.

The finalists were chosen through a series 
of auditions held in Itanagar, Tezpur, Kokra-
jhar, Agartala, Shillong, Imphal and Guwahati. 
Through these auditions, the pageant organiz-
ers shortlisted 50 women, who will vie for the 
coveted title of Sunsilk Mega Miss North East; 
and 50 men will compete to become the most 
desirable man of the region, to win the title of 
Garnier Men Mega Mister North East.

The contestants will undergo a strict 
pre-judging process during their training and 
grooming sessions, where the female contes-
tants will be judged on their poise, carriage, 
intelligence and beauty and the male contes-

tants will be judged on their intelligence, fit-
ness, personality and confidence. The events 
are conceptualized by fashion entrepreneur 
Abhijit Singha and have been produced by 
Mega Entertainment.

Celebrating Mega Mister North East’s glori-
ous decade-long journey, Mega Entertainment 
has a grand award in store for the winner of 
Garnier Men Mega Mister North East 2019. 

Speaking to the media regarding this, Abhi-
jit Singha, Founder of Mega Entertainment, 
said, “We have often felt that while our female 
winners get numerous opportunities to ex-
pand their horizons through reputed national 
pageants like Miss India, the male winners get 
very few opportunities on a national level. This 
year, we have decided to offer an unparalleled 
opportunity that models from northeast have 

rarely received. The winner of Garnier Men 
Mega Mister North East 2019 will get a direct 
entry into Mister International pageant, which 
is one of the most reputed global manhunts.” 
Singha added that the said opportunity for the 
winning candidate will be entirely managed by 
Mega Entertainment.

Speaking on the growing quality of the 
contestants over the years, Singha added, “It is 
heartening to see that our winners are making 
a mark in the national fashion scenario as well. 
Since the past three editions of the Miss India 
pageant, our previous winners have posed a 
strong competition in the same. This year as 
well, Mega Miss North East 2018 Jyotishmita 
Baruah made it to the Top 6 of the Miss India 
pageant. We feel really privileged to have been 
a part of her journey. 

Also present on the occasion 
were Mega Miss North East 2018 Jy-
otishmita Baruah and Mega Mister 
North East 2018 Hirok Jyoti Kalita.

Speaking of her experience 
with Mega Entertainment, Jyo-
tishmita Baruah said, “I am eager 
to meet the contestants of this 
year. I remember how excited I 
was on being a part of Mega Miss 
North East last year. Prior to my 
stint at Mega Miss North East, I 
believed that a beauty pageant 
is all about competing and com-
ing first, but winning this title 
changed my perspective about 
beauty pageants. After winning 
this pageant, I realized that beau-
ty pageant is all about accepting 
yourself the way you are and 
supporting your co-contestants. 
The things I learnt at Mega Miss 
North East helped me immensely 
during my stint at Miss India pag-

eant as well, and in achieving the top-6 spot in 
the reputed pageant.” 

Hirok Jyoti Kalita, who won the title of 
Mega Mister North East 2018, said, “Mega Mis-
ter North East helped me build my confidence 
and gave me an identity that I never had. This 
stage means a lot to me. I achieved one of my 
biggest dreams by winning this title. Mega Mis-
ter North East is not just another contest. It is 
an institution which taught me the importance 
of grooming, discipline, and most importantly 
punctuality, without which one cannot survive 
in any industry. What I learnt during my ten-
ure as Mega Mister North East will continue 
to guide me throughout my life, and hopefully 
will help me guide other aspirants in this in-
dustry as well.”

SPONSORED

Secretary for Printing & 
Stationary Deptt retires

Sikkim Dancing icon Season 3

Six Sikkimese in 1st Thailand 
Paragliding Accuracy Open 2019

YoGEN THATAl
Singtam, 02 Aug:

After the successful 
completion of two 

dancing events, Creative 
Illusion Dance (CID) is 
looking forward to or-
ganising the third Sikkim 
Dancing Icon Season 3 
for which the online ap-
plication and registration 
has already started on-
line and on social media.

CID Studio and Danc-
ing Institute is based in 
Ranipool and has been 

working to provide a 
platform to dancing tal-
ent of the state.

The institute had ear-
lier organised an event 
at Ranipool where about 
62 candidates took part 
which, both boys and 
girls between the age 
group of 15 to 30 years.

The program was 
sponsored by the Min-
istry of Culture in col-
laboration with Sikkim 
Manila Kalyan Sangh of 
Ranipool. The said pro-

gram was held from 05 
to 26 July.

“The participants for 
the upcoming Dancing 
Icon Season 3 can reg-
ister their name online. 
Girls and boys aged be-
tween 06 to 30 years and 
the process has already 
started,” informed Shris-
try Pariyar who is the 
founder of CID and the 
event organizer.

Further, she also men-
tioned that to participate 
in the event there are 

certain criteria and fees. 
For solo performance the 
registration fee is Rs 500 
and for Duo/Trio and 
Groups it is Rs 1000. 

The last date for fill-
ing up the forms or ap-
plying is 25 Aug, 2019 
and the audition will be 
held in all four districts, 
informed Ms Pariya. 

It was also informed 
that for Dancing Icon 
season 3 the jury will 
have renowned choreog-
rapher, Remo D’Souza.

Gangtok, 02 Aug (IPR): 
A farewell programme 
for Secretary, Printing and 
Stationary Department, 
KP Sharma, on his retire-
ment from service was 
held in the office of the 
Chief Secretary at Tashil-
ing Secretariat today. 

Additional Secretary, 
DoP, Tashi Chophel, de-
livered a short address 
outlining the career 
and contributions of Mr 

Sharma to the state gov-
ernment. 

Mr Sharma also 
spoke about his journey 
in government service 
and stated that it was a 
huge honour for him to 
have been a part of the 
state government. 

He also shared per-
sonal anecdotes and 
experiences, stating 
that it was a privilege 
to have met many peo-

ple in the administra-
tion who turned from 
friends into family. 

At the end he ex-
pressed his thankfulness 
for all the support that 
was extended to him 
throughout his career.

Chief Secretary AK 
Shrivastava wished him 
the best for all his future 
endeavours and wished 
him a meaningful post 
retirement life. 

REBYNA RANA
Gangtok, 02 Aug:

Six paragliding pilots 
from Sikkim are par-

ticipating in the “1st 
Thailand Paragliding 
Accuracy Open 2019”, 
[FAI CAT II] Ratchabu-
ri, Airports Federation 
of Asia (AFA) Asian 
Cup-Series 1, being held 
at Khao Son, Ratchabu-
ri, Thailand. The cham-
pionship started on 31 
July, and will conclude 

on 04 Aug, 2019. 
The pilots partici-

pating from Sikkim are 
Arjun Kumar Rai, Raju 
Rai, Tashi Lachungpa, 
Landup Tshiten Sherpa, 
Nima Tamang and Rupa 
Karki, while there is also 
one pilot from Himachal 
Pradesh, Veer.

These seven pilots 
will be representing In-
dia in the event which is 
being organized for the 
first time in Thailand.

The championship 
has been organized for 
a long time now but this 
is the first time that it is 
being held in Thailand, 
informed certified pilot 
from Sikkim, Arjun Ku-
mar Rai, while talking to 
SummitTIMES. 

So far the team has 
been performing well 
and we will try our 
best to make the nation 
and our state proud, said 
Mr Rai.

Meeting discusses I-Day celebration 
at Lingi Payong School

SuMMit RepoRt
Gangtok, 02 Aug:

A meeting regarding 
the celebration of 

73rd Independence Day 
at Lingi Payong was held 
at Lingi Paiyong school 
premises on Friday, a 
press release informs. 
The meeting was chaired 
by Panchayat president, 
Lingmoo Payong GPU, 
Yogesh Bhandari and at-
tended by Headmaster, 
teachers, SMC members, 
parents and guardians. 

The meeting unani-
mously agreed to cele-
brate Independence Day 
in a befitting manner 
under the banner of 73rd 

Independence Day Cele-
bration Committee. Lax-
man Rai was appointed 
as president of the cele-
bration committee. 

Various committees 
and sub committees are 
formed for successful cele-
bration of the programme. 
A GPU level Open Vol-
leyball Tournament and 
School level Badminton 
Championship for teach-
ers are main attractions of 
the celebration. 

Besides these, liter-
ary, sports and cultural 
activities for students 
will be also held during 
the programme, the re-
lease mentions. 

Women journalists denied fair 
share in Indian media: UN report
New Delhi, Aug 2 (PTI): 
Female journalists “con-
tinue to be denied their 
fair share” at major me-
dia organisations in In-
dia, a new report by UN 
Women has claimed.

The report, titled 
“Gender Inequality in In-
dian Media”, found that 
women were better rep-
resented online than in 
newspaper and TV.

While 26.3 per cent 
top jobs were held by 
women at online portals, 
TV channels employed 
20.9 per cent and mag-
azines 13.6 per cent 
women in leadership 
positions -- defined as 
someone designated ed-
itor-in-chief, managing 
editor, executive editor, 
bureau chief, or input/
output editor. None of 
the sampled newspa-
pers, seven Hindi and 
six English, had a female 
boss. The 13 newspapers 
were selected on the ba-
sis of their position in the 
Indian Readership Sur-
vey 2018, according to 
the report.

The UN body could 
not avail data from 
Navbharat Times and 
Dainik Bhaskar.

“The media today is 
largely male-dominated 
in India and across the 
world. Women are often 
assigned to cover ‘soft 
beats’ such as Lifestyle 
and Fashion while men 
predominate in the ‘hard 
beats’ of politics, econo-
my, and sports.

“Men also occupy the 
majority of the leader-
ship positions. By thus 

marginalising women’s 
voices and perspectives, 
the Indian media essen-
tially denies nearly a 
half of the population a 
chance to influence pub-
lic opinion,” the report 
said.

Unveiled at The Me-
dia Rumble by online 
news portal NewsLaun-
dry, the study analysed 
six Hindi and as many 
English news channels, 
11 websites, five radio 
stations, and four mag-
azines besides the 13 
newspapers. Of the 2,963 
writers in six English 
newspaper, only a quar-
ter were women, while 
of the articles published, 
only 20 per cent were 
by women. The report 
found that out of 17,312 
articles, only 457 or less 
than 3 per cent were on 
gender issues, 39.6 per 
cent of which were writ-
ten by women.

The scenario was 
worse in Hindi newspa-
pers with only 17 per 
cent women of a total of 
2,084 writers, with about 
11 per cent of them get-
ting bylines.

Digital media showed 
a ray of hope as women 
comprised of over 35 per 
cent of the writers who 
received bylines for 39.8 
per cent of all articles.

It found that women 
in digital media contrib-
uted more articles than 
men on state and policy 
(58.4 per cent), crime and 
accident (53.5 per cent), 
culture and entertainment 
(51.3 per cent), and public 
life (50.3 per cent). 

Neutral 
journalism 
unlikely to 
survive as media 
dependent 
on corporate 
finances: Ravish 
Kumar
New Delhi, Aug 2 (PTI): 
Senior journalist Ravish 
Kumar, who is named 
as the winner of this 
year’s Ramon Magsaysay 
Award, on Friday claimed 
that journalists are work-
ing in an atmosphere of 
fear, and neutral journal-
ism is unlikely to survive 
as media is dependent on 
corporate finances in In-
dia. A well-know journal-
ist, Kumar (44), a senior 
executive editor with 
NDTV India, is among 
five winners of the Asia’s 
prestigious award.

The award citation 
said,”In a media environ-
ment threatened by an 
interventionist state, tox-
ic with jingoist partisans, 
trolls and purveyors of 
‘fake news,’ and where 
the competition for mar-
ket ratings has put the 
premium on ‘media per-
sonalities,’ ‘tabloidisation,’ 
and audience-pandering 
sensationalism, Ravish has 
been most vocal on insist-
ing that the professional 
values of sober, balanced, 
fact-based reporting be 
upheld in practice.”

After the announce-
ment of the award, Ku-
mar participated in a live 
chat and while respond-
ing to a question alleged 
that a majority of the me-
dia is fuelling communal-
ism and divide.

He also said it is “very 
difficult” for real and 
neutral media to survive 
because media needs 
corporate finances and 
therefore, it is difficult for 
it to remain neutral.

“Efforts are being 
made to raise funds and 
create a neutral base for 
the media but at the end 
of the day mainstream 
media has to be made 
professional. Till main-
stream media will not be 
neutral and professional, 
and will not leave pro-
paganda, communalism, 
we will not be able to do 
it (make media neutral),” 
he said.

“There is more con-
trol on the media now. 
That is why this fight is 
being fought only by a 
few institutions and jour-
nalists. But this should 
not be the case, it should 
also be a fight of big insti-
tutions. So, it is not easy 
for neutral journalism 
will survive,” said Kumar, 
who has been critical 
of the government over 
various issues and has 
also been threatened and 
targeted by right-wing 
trolls. To another ques-
tion about how the media 
can help overcome hate 
and discrimination, Ku-
mar said the media will 
not do it because it is the 
media that is propagating 
Hindu-Muslim hate.

“One should keep 
in mind that due to this 
communalism which 
is being presented in 
the garb of nationalism, 
the biggest loss will be 
suffered by the majori-
ty community because 
when the process of com-
munalisation will move 
forward, then their prog-
ress will be hampered,” 
he argued.

“By keeping a lot of 
hatred and biases in-
side you, you cannot be 
creative. When you are 
not creative you cannot 
do good business, cre-
ate business opportuni-
ties, you cannot do good 
work,” he asserted. 
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Disgustingly Compromised. 
Inadequately Incensed 
We should not stop talking about 

sexual abuse of children

There was an incident not very long ago, could not 
have been more than five or six years back when 

a septuagenarian was beaten up by his nephew. When 
news of the incident first arrived, most people clucked 
at the degeneration of our times and of how age no 
longer commanded respect. As more details unrav-
eled, while the sense of degeneration was reinforced, 
the sympathies had shifted. Apparently, the septuage-
narian was a pedophile, and among the victims he had 
preyed upon was his nephew’s child. The incident had 
come to light when parents of other victims had come 
to know of the pedophile among them and had lodged 
a police complaint. But that was still not when he was 
roughed up. Apparently, the matter was settled out of 
court when the extended family negotiated a “settlement” 
and a “punishment”. The pervert was to be socially ostra-
cized by the village and the family. The nephew eventually 
“lost it” when the predator was allowed back into the vil-
lage within a few months on the justification that he was 
of advanced age and “repentant”! 

It is worrying that most people still not see the de-
pravity of what had been engineered in this case until 
the High Court took notice. While the cops were all fine 
with the “compromise” arranged in the child molesta-
tion case, they did their job and picked up the nephew 
on assault charges. When the High Court was hearing 
an appeal on the assault case, it learned of the obnox-
ious negotiations which had gone sour and resulted in 
the assault. The Court then ordered the cops to inves-
tigate the original case. One does not know what hap-
pened of that investigation, but this one episode which 
got “outed”, should have opened the can of worms that 
the society at large does very well to keep packed in 
Sikkim. After all, this cannot be the only POCSO Act 
case that has been compromised.

The horrors that visit victims of child abuse are too 
inadequately handled by the society and its systems. 
Imagine the anger, frustration and hate that a victim 
will grow up into when s/he realizes that the perpetra-
tor, even after being exposed and caught, was allowed 
to walk free without being held to account. It should 
worry Sikkim that the kind of subversion carried out 
in the case mentioned above although shocking and 
disturbing for some, are not necessarily rare. Criminal 
acts, especially offences against women and children, 
are more pervasive than accepted and unfortunately 
less prosecuted than is necessary for women and chil-
dren to be made safe in this off-balance society. The 
criminally-inclined will continue to commit excesses 
because that is a tendency they have been allowed to 
nurture and get away with, and every time they are 
‘saved’ from punishment, and victims refused the jus-
tice that the society owes them, the perpetrators are 
emboldened and the victims further smothered. 

Institutions in our country are geared to instinc-
tively circle the wagons around their own even when 
though it should be the victims who command all the 
sympathy.  This attitude makes for a dangerous mix 
with the patriarchal instincts in which genuine sen-
sitivity towards women and children becomes a still-
born pursuit. The incident shared here fleshes out all 
that is wrong with the tokenisms being paid to women 
and child welfare and amplify the societal failures and 
failure of organizations and committees specifically 
tasked with looking out for them. And let’s accept it, 
even the commissions tasked with looking after the 
welfare and interests of women and children were not 
born out of the society’s realization to have specialist 
organizations for the job. These organizations are 
there because a central rule mandates them and be-
cause there are funds to sustain them. While this is 
not to suggest that such organizations are useless, 
but it also needs to be accepted that they not very 
motivated either. Otherwise, “compromise” of any 
offence against women or children should attract 
immediate condemnation from such organizations. 
But why blame the organizations when the society 
itself conspires against its young so often?

Given the nexus of connections which most institu-
tions and organizations and even the society at large 
have become, priorities are always misplaced and rep-
rehensive responses unleashed often. These problems 
cannot be corrected with more rules and more laws – 
what is required is wider sensitivity and a clear check-
list of due processes. Since individuals are routinely 
failing in what is expected of them, the institution 
should be made such that there is a prescribed code 
and a transparent process which needs to be followed 
whenever a complaint is lodged or an incident comes 
to light. Personal prejudices, and we are a nation which 
is deeply prejudiced on all issues, need to be snuffed 
out, and this will happen only when guidelines are de-
tailed and digressions severely penalized. Until that 
happens tokenism will rule.

pseudoscience is taking over social 
media – and putting us all at risk

Finding signs of happiness in chickens could 
help us understand their lives in captivity

mARY BAxTER
theconversation.com

When animal welfare campaign-
er Ruth Harrison published 

a book in 1964 called Animal Ma-
chines, there was a public outcry. Her 
vivid descriptions of post-war in-
tensive farming started a discussion 
about animal welfare that led to new 
guidelines for safeguarding animals 
in human care. From this, the “Five 
Freedoms” were born. They stated 
that animals should have:

1. Freedom from hunger and 
thirst

2. Freedom from discomfort
3. Freedom from pain, injury or 

disease
4. Freedom to express normal 

behaviours
5. Freedom from fear and dis-

tress
The Five Freedoms are used as a 

way to assess animal welfare around 
the world, but they’ve been criticised 
for their focus on limiting suffering 
rather than giving animals a good 
environment to live in. The Farm An-
imal Welfare Council revisited these 
standards in 2009 and asked a new 
question that has shifted the way we 
think about animal welfare. Does this 
animal have a “life worth living?”

It’s no longer enough to know if 
an animal is suffering, we also need to 
know if it’s happy. But in the absence 
of a big toothy grin or a wagging tail, 
how do we do that for a chicken?

Those studying long-domesticat-
ed animals with expressive features 
are at an advantage. We know that 
dogs are happier when they wag 

their tail towards the right. We know 
that rats laugh when they are tickled, 
and we know which facial expres-
sions mice, rats, rabbits, horses and 
sheep pull when they’re pain free. 
But we don’t yet have a positive be-
haviour marker for chickens – and we 
need one.
PlAY AND HAPPINESS

There are actually two types of 
chickens used in farming today – 
broiler chickens, which are raised 
for meat, and laying hens, which pro-
duce eggs. There is a huge demand 
for chicken meat and it will soon top 
the list as the most consumed meat 
in the world. In the UK alone, there 
were over a billion broilers slaugh-
tered in 2018.

There are many ways of telling if a 
chicken is suffering. But to create tru-
ly positive environments for farmed 
broiler chickens, researchers must 
find ways of measuring their content-
edness. 

Identifying play behaviours in 
farm animals is one useful way for 
monitoring their welfare, although 
it’s a frustrating exercise for scien-
tists. Animal play varies wildly be-
tween species. Most of the time, play 
wastes valuable energy and it has yet 
to be conclusively linked to any fu-
ture benefits. It does seem that ani-
mals don’t play when food is scarce, 
or they’re injured or scared.

Play also appears to be self-re-
warding – animals play because 
it feels good, which is why we be-
lieve that play is linked to positive 
emotions. In children, an absence 
of play is one of the core symp-
toms of depression.

Play-like behaviours in poultry 
were first described in the 1950s 
and 60s, with researchers writ-
ing detailed accounts of “sparring”, 
“frolicking” and “food-running” in 
young birds. In the following years, 
they were renamed as “aggression” 
or “running-with-flapping”. This is 
probably because of the general re-
luctance among scientists to attribute 
emotion or awareness to birds. But 
these behaviours fit within well-es-
tablished definitions of animal play 
and their presence in modern broil-
ers might just be the happiness mark-
er we’re looking for.
ImPRoVING THE lIVES of lIVESToCK

Both sparring and frolicking 
are easy to spot when you’re walk-
ing down a chicken shed. A rush of 
white bodies moves to fill the empty 
space you’ve made behind you. They 
run wildly, flapping their wings and 
rapidly changing direction. It’s con-
tagious and once one starts they all 
bomb about in a flurry of nonsensical 
movements.

Sometimes they bump into each 
other and take a step back, rearing up 
and facing off with their neck feath-
ers raised and their beaks almost 
touching. They don’t actually land 
any blows, it’s all bluff and they’re 
distracted easily by other birds or by 
the sight of the feeders.

Frolicking has all the hallmarks of 
locomotory-rotational play, which is 
another word for when animals jump 
or run about for no reason. There are 
accounts of this type of play in nu-
merous animals including pigs, seals, 
monkeys, calves and wolves. Sparring 
also appears to be a juvenile form of 

adult fighting, or the chicken version 
of rough and tumble. 

Food-running is an odd behaviour 
that resembles social object play, 
which is when play with another 
animal involves an object, like tug 
of war. It’s called “food-running” be-
cause chicks will pick up an object 
that’s usually shaped like a rod or a 
worm, sometimes a pen lid I was too 
slow to rescue, and run around with 
it making cooing noises until other 
birds give chase. The object moves 
between the group until the last one 
loses interest.

It was initially thought to just be 
chickens trying to stop another bird 
from eating whatever it had found, 
but chicks will food-run even when 
they’ve been raised in total isolation. 
They also make distinctive noises 
when they get the object, which is not 
a good way of hiding something tasty.

Hunger doesn’t seem to be re-
lated to food-running and they do 
it even with constant access to food 
and when they are given obvious 
non-food items. If broilers are doing 
this, it may be a good sign that all 
their other needs have been met and 
they’re using energy to play.

Broiler behaviour patterns have 
changed a lot since they were domes-
ticated and bred for meat production. 
Although it’s not a chicken version of 
a wagging tail, these play behaviours 
may tell us a lot about their emotion-
al state and could help researchers 
design environments that give them 
a life worth living.

[the writer is Research 
Fellow in Animal Welfare, 

Queen’s University Belfast]

SANToSH VIJAYKUmAR
theconversation.com

Search for “climate change” on YouTube and be-
fore long you’ll likely find a video that denies it 

exists. In fact, when it comes to shaping the online 
conversation around climate change, a new study 
suggests that deniers and conspiracy theorists might 
hold an edge over those believing in science. Re-
searchers found evidence that most YouTube videos 
relating to climate change oppose the scientific con-
sensus that it’s primarily caused by human activities.

The study highlights the key role of social media 
use in the spread of scientific misinformation. And 
it suggests scientists and those who support them 
need to be more active in de-
veloping creative and compel-
ling ways to communicate their 
findings. But more importantly, 
we need to be worried about 
the effects that maliciously ma-
nipulated scientific information 
can have on our behaviour, indi-
vidually and as a society.

The recent study by Joachim 
Allgaier of RWTH Aachen Uni-
versity in Germany analysed 
the content of a randomised 
sample of 200 YouTube videos 
related to climate change. He 
found that a majority (107) of 
the videos either denied that 
climate change was caused by 
humans or claimed that climate 
change was a conspiracy.

The videos peddling the 
conspiracy theories received 
the highest number of views. 
And those spreading these con-
spiracy theories used terms like “geoengineering” 
to make it seem like their claims had a scientific 
basis when, in fact, they did not.
HEAlTH mISINfoRmATIoN

Climate change is far from the only area where 
we see a trend for online misinformation about 
science triumphing over scientifically valid facts. 
Take an issue like infectious diseases, and per-
haps the most well-known example of the mea-
sles-mumps-rubella (MMR) vaccine. Despite large 
amounts of online information about the vaccine’s 
safety, false claims that it has harmful effects have 
spread widely and resulted in plummeting levels of 
vaccination in many countries around the world.

But it’s not just well-known conspiracy theo-
ries that are causing a problem. In May 2018, one 
troublemaker came into his own at the height of 
the Nipah virus outbreak that eventually claimed 
17 lives in the southern Indian state of Kerala. He 
duplicated the letterhead of the District Medical 
Officer and spread a message claiming that Nipah 
was spreading through chicken meat.

In reality, the scientifically established view is 
that the fruit bat is the host for the virus. As the un-

founded rumour went viral on WhatsApp in Kerala 
and neighbouring states like Tamil Nadu, consum-
ers became wary of consuming chicken, which sent 
the incomes of local chicken traders into a tailspin.

The effects of misinformation surrounding the 
MMR vaccine and Nipah virus on human behaviour 
should not be surprising given we know that our 
memory is malleable. Our recollection of original 
facts can be replaced with new, false ones. We also 
know conspiracy theories have a powerful appeal 
as they can help people make sense of events or 
issues they feel they have no control over.

This problem is complicated further by the per-
sonalisation algorithms underlying social media. 
These tend to feed us content consistent with our 

beliefs and clicking patterns, helping to strengthen 
the acceptance of misinformation. Someone who is 
sceptical about climate change might be given an 
increasing stream of content denying it is caused 
by humans, making them less likely to take person-
al action or vote to tackle the issue.

Further rapid advances in digital technolo-
gies will also ensure that misinformation arrives 
in unexpected formats and with varying levels of 
sophistication. Duplicating an official’s letterhead 
or strategically using key words to manipulate on-
line search engines is the tip of the iceberg. The 
emergence of artificial intelligence-related devel-
opments such as DeepFakes – highly realistic doc-
tored videos – is likely to make it a lot harder to 
spot misinformation.

So how do we tackle this problem? The chal-
lenge is made greater by the fact that simply pro-
viding corrective scientific information can rein-
force people’s awareness of the falsehoods. We 
also have to overcome resistance from people’s 
ideological beliefs and biases.

Social media companies are trying to devel-
oping institutional mechanisms to contain the 

spread of misinformation. Responding to the new 
research, a YouTube spokesperson said: “Since 
this study was conducted in 2018, we’ve made 
hundreds of changes to our platform and the re-
sults of this study do not accurately reflect the way 
that YouTube works today … These changes have 
already reduced views from recommendations of 
this type of content by 50% in the US.”

Other companies have recruited fact checkers in 
large numbers, awarded research grants to study misin-
formation to academics (including myself), and search 
terms for topics where misinformation could have 
harmful health effects have been blocked.

But the continuing prominence of scientific 
misinformation on social media suggests these 

measures are not enough. 
As a result, governments 
around the world are taking 
action, ranging from passing 
legislation to internet shut-
downs, much to the ire of 
freedom-of-speech activists.
SCieNtiStS NeeD to Get 
iNVoLVeD

Another possible solu-
tion may be to hone people’s 
ability to think critically so 
they can tell the difference 
between actual scientific 
information and conspiracy 
theories. For example, a dis-
trict in Kerala has launched a 
data literacy initiative across 
nearly 150 public schools 
trying to empower children 
with the skills to differenti-
ate between authentic and 
fake information. It’s early 
days but there is already an-

ecdotal evidence that this can make a difference.
Scientists also need to get more involved in the 

fight to make sure their work isn’t dismissed or 
misused, as in the case of terms like “geoengineer-
ing” being hijacked by YouTube climate deniers. 
Conspiracy theories ride on the appeal of certain-
ties – however fake – whereas uncertainty is inher-
ent to the scientific process. But in the case of the 
scientific consensus on climate change, which sees 
up to 99% of climate scientists agreeing that hu-
mans are responsible, we have something as close 
to certainty as science comes.

Scientists need to leverage this agreement to 
its maximum and communicate to the public using 
innovative and persuasive strategies. This includes 
creating social media content of their own to not 
only shift beliefs but also influence behaviours. 
Otherwise, their voices, however highly trusted, 
will continue to be drowned out by the frequency 
and ferocity of content produced by those with no 
concrete evidence.

[the writer is Vice Chancellor’s 
Senior Research Fellow in Digital Health, 

Northumbria University, Newcastle]
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Aizawl Municipal 
Corporation bans plastic

Buoyed by Tripura local polls victory, BJP 
says will come to power in Bengal, Kerala

3.54 crore tourists visited Jharkhand 
in last four and  half years: Minister

mizoram police arrest 1098, push 
back 92 for not having valid  IlP

More indigenous people dropped from NRC 
than those living on B’desh border: Assam govt

Guwahati, Aug 2 (PTI): 
The Assam government 
has claimed that the per-
centage of people exclud-
ed from the draft Nation-
al Register of Citizens 
was lower in districts 
bordering Bangladesh 
having a sizeable Muslim 
population than those 
where Hindus were in 
majority. The govern-
ment placed a list in the 
state assembly on Thurs-
day which contained dis-
trict-wise figures of peo-
ple left out of the hugely 
contentious NRC, which 
is being updated under 
the supervision of the 
Supreme Court.

The development 
came despite an apex 
court directive to the 
state coordinator of NRC 
to submit before it the 
details in a sealed cover 
as the matter was “a hu-
man problem with great 
magnitude”.

PTI had erroneously 
reported on Thursday 
that the percentage of 
people excluded from 
the draft NRC was higher 
in disricts along the In-
do-Bangladesh border.

Assam Accord Im-
plementation and Par-
liamentary Affairs 
Minister Chandra Mo-
han Patowary laid the 
district-wise list of in-
clusion, rejection and 
non-inclusion of appli-
cants’ names in the NRC.

The list showed the 
total number of appli-
cants was 3,29,91,385 
out of which 40,07,717 
names, which is 12.15 
per cent, were not in-
cluded.

According to the list, 
the percentage of non-in-
clusion of names in dis-

tricts bordering Bangla-
desh like South Salmara 
was 7.22, Dhubri 8.26 
and Karimganj 7.67.

Non-border districts 
Hojai and Darrang have 
the highest non-inclu-
sion rate at 32.99 per 
cent and 30.90 per cent 
respectively.

“It is a matter of con-
cern that the percentage 
of names excluded from 
the draft NRC is lower in 
the Bangladesh border 
districts compared to 
the rest of the state,” Pa-
towary said.

The NRC coordinator 
came under fire from rul-
ing BJP members who ex-
pressed doubt whether a 
correct NRC will ever be 
published.

They claimed that the 
rate of exclusion of NRC 
applicants in the districts 
bordering Bangladesh 
was less than the state 
average - 12.15 per cent.

This is a proof that a 

section of people resid-
ing in border districts 
of Assam has wrongly 
been included in the 
NRC, they said, slam-
ming the coordinator.

They alleged there 
was gross misuse of 
the legacy data in var-
ious districts, particu-
larly in those border-
ing Bangladesh.

“Due to this misuse, 
comparatively fewer 
people were left out 
of the draft NRC in 
those districts”,  the 
minister said.

BJP MLAs Debanana 
Hazarika, Shiladitya Deb 
and Numal Momin and 
AIUDF member Nurul 
Amin raised the issue 
during the Zero Hour.

Only seven per cent of 
the applicants from the 
Bangladesh border dis-
tricts have been excluded 
from the NRC draft list, 
Hazarika said and asked 
why the sample verifica-

tion, as ordered by the 
Supreme court, was not 
done. Deb claimed that 
only eight per cent peo-
ple were dropped from 
the draft NRC in the bor-
der district of Dhubri and 
neighbouring Barpeta, 
while 14 per cent names 
were left out in Karbi An-
glong, which is not a bor-
der district.

Momin said while 5-7 
per cent of the names 
from the border districts 
were excluded from the 
draft NRC, 18 per cent 
indigenous people were 
dropped from the list.

Under the Supreme 
Court’s directions, the 
first draft of the NRC was 
published on December 
31, 2017, and the final 
draft on July 30 last year, 
where 40 lakh odd peo-
ple were left out.

The Supreme Court 
had on July 23 extended 
the deadline for publica-
tion of the final NRC by a 

month to August 31.
“We want an er-

ror-free NRC that will 
include the names of In-
dian citizens and exclude 
the names of foreigners,” 
Patowary said.

The Centre and the 
Assam government had 
in July sought 20 per cent 
sample re-verification to 
find out wrongful inclu-
sions and exclusions of 
people in the NRC, but 
the pleas were rejected 
by the Supreme Court.

Both governments 
had on July 19 told the 
top court that “India can-
not be the refugee capital 
of the world” and sought 
extension of its deadline 
of July 31 to complete the 
update of the NRC.

Assam, which had 
faced influx of people 
from Bangladesh since 
the early 20th century, is 
the only state having an 
NRC which was first pre-
pared in 1951.

Serial killer arrested by police

Tea industry’s appeal 
to government to 

revive tea industry

Aizawl, Aug 2 (PTI): 
The Aizawl Municipal 
Corporation has banned 
single use plastic arti-
cles and plastic carry 
bags less than 50 micron 
thickness in the city, an 
official said Friday.

Aizawl municipal 
area was declared a “No 
plastic city” from Au-
gust one, AMC Commis-
sioner D H Lalthlangli-

ana told PTI.
The AMC commis-

sioner said carrying, 
use and storage of any 
plastic carry bags less 
than 50-micron thick-
ness or any plastic 
articles having single 
use such as disposable 
plastic bottles, cups, 
plates, spoons and 
forks within the AMC 
area have been banned 

from August one.
“Defaulters are liable 

to be punished under the 
Aizawl Municipal Corpo-
ration Plastic Waste Man-
agement By-Laws, 2019,” 
Lalthlangliana said.

He said AMC officials 
will conduct searches 
at the Aizawl city entry 
points to prevent trans-
portation of plastics into 
the city municipal area.

Ranchi, Aug 2 (PTI): 
A total of 3.54 crore 
tourists have visited 
Jharkhand in the last four 
and a half years, state 
Tourism Minister Amar 
Bauri has said.

He said under the 
“Swadesh Darshan 
Scheme” of the Central 
government Rs 52.72 
crore will be spent for 
development of Dal-
m a - C h a n d i l - G e t a l -
sud-Betla, Mirchainia, 
Netarhat eco tourism cir-
cuit in the state.

“The number of tour-
ists coming to Jharkhand 
has doubled in the last 
four and a half years. 

This number has in-
creased to 3.54 crore. It 
has approximately 1.76 
lakh foreign tourists. Ba-
sic amenities have been 
made available in the 
state’s major tourist des-
tinations and it has also 
provided employment to 
74.16 thousand people 
of the state,” the minister 
said on Thursday.

He said 132 tourist 
sites of the state are be-
ing developed by classify-
ing them in international, 
national, state-level and 
local-level categories, 
adding eight tourists and 
cultural sports festivals 
are being organised by 

according them the sta-
tus of state festivals.

The eight festivals 
are - Itkhori Festival, 
Chhau Festival, Baidya-
nath Dham Festival, Lu-
guburu Festival, Maghi 
Mela, Hijala Mela, Mud-
ma Mela and Basukina-
tham Festival.

The minister said 
the efforts made by the 
government enabled 
the month-long “Shra-
vani Mela” in Deoghar 
getting international 
recognition.

He said work to pre-
serve terracotta temples 
located in Maluti in Dum-
ka is in progress.

New Delhi, Aug 2 (PTI): Buoyed by its 
big win in local polls in Tripura, the BJP 
on Friday exuded confidence that it will 
come to power in West Bengal, once a 
Left bastion, and the Left-ruled Kerala 
in the same way it has in Tripura.

Senior party leader Ravi Shankar 
Prasad hailed the party’s overwhelm-
ing win in the Tripura polls and noted 
that the state was ruled by the Left for 
over 25 years before the BJP threw it 
out of power in the 2018 assembly polls 
with a big win.

West Bengal was a Left bastion for 
decades and now the BJP is a major 
player in the state and will come to 

power there, he said, asserting the par-
ty will also rule Kerala.

The BJP fared poorly in Kerala in the 
recent Lok Sabha polls when it could 
not win a single seat. It, however, put 
up an impressive show in West Bengal, 
wining 18 of the 42 seats.

Prasad, also a Union minister, said 
the people of Tripura have shown their 
faith in the party’s and Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s leadership.

The BJP won 5,916 of the state’s 
6,111 ‘gram panchayat’ seats, 411 
of 419 ‘panchayat samiti’ seats and 
114 of 116 ‘zila parishad’ seats in 
the local polls.

Guwahati, Aug 2 (PTI): 
The Indian Tea Associa-
tion (ITA) has appealed 
to the government seek-
ing its intervention for 
revival of the tea indus-
try. Among the interven-
tions sought from the 
government, the ITA on 
Thursday urged it to take 
over PF contributions for 
workers for three years.

The association also 
sought a ban on expan-
sion of tea areas, to 
contain oversupply for 
five years.

The ITA made the 
appeal through an ad-
vertisement published 
in newspapers on 
Thursday.

The ITA also asked 
the government to con-
sider substantial fund 
for generic promotion of 
tea the country and fix a 
Minimum Reserve Price 
for tea in auction, based 
on cost of production”.

In the appeal, the ITA 
said that viability of the 
tea sector was necessary 
for security of employ-
ment of the million-plus 
workforce.

“The tea sector is in-
curring losses due to ris-
ing costs of production 
and stagnant selling pric-
es,” the ITA said.

The advertisement 
presented a graph of av-
erage selling price versus 
average cost of produc-
tion of tea in registered 
tea gardens between 
2013-14 and 2018-19.

In 2013-14, the av-
erage selling price of tea 
was above Rs 150 per kg, 
against the production 
cost being a little less 
than Rs 150 per kg.

In 2018-19, the pro-
duction cost shot up to 
Rs 200 while the selling 
price remained the same, 
causing the tea industry 
to incur losses, it said.

Aizawl, Aug 2 (PTI): 
Mizoram police have ar-
rested 1098 non-tribals 
from the northern part 
of the state for living in 
the state without valid 
inner line permit(ILP) 
and have pushed back 92 
of them to Assam, senior 
police official said Friday.

Deputy Inspector 
General of Police (North-
ern Range) Lalbiakthan-
ga Khiangte said that 
the arrests were made 
since Thursday and the 
push back to Assam took 

place on Friday., He said 
that 81 people arrested 
by Bairabi police and 11 
by Vairengte police in 
Kolasib district on the 
Mizoram- Assam border 
were pushed back.

The rest would be 
produced before the re-
spective district courts, 
Khiangte said.

He said that 865 
people were arrested in 
Aizawl district, 111 in 
Kolasib district, 52 in 
Mamit district on the 
border with Tripura, 

43 in central Mizoram’s 
Serchhip district and 27 
in Champhai district.

“The fates of these 
non-tribal people would 
be decided by the dis-
trict courts soon,” Khi-
angte said.

ILP is required to 
enter some tribal states, 
including Mizoram and 
Nagaland under the pro-
visions of the Bengal 
Eastern Frontier Regu-
lations, 1873, and those 
who violate the law are 
liable to be arrested.

Cuttack, Aug 2 (PTI): The 
police have arrested a 
35- year-old man in con-
nection with two of the 
three murder cases that 
were reported here with-
in 24-hours last week, a 
senior officer said Friday.

The police had picked 
up Narayan Sahu from 
his Nayagarh house on 
Monday and after three 
days of questioning he 
was arrested on Thurs-
day, said City DCP Akh-
ileshvar Singh.

The DCP claimed 
that Sahu has “confessed 
about his involvement” 
in the killing of two 
homeless persons over a 
previous rivalry at OMP 
Square of the city on July 
22 night and July 23 night 
during interrogation.

“The police will take 
him on remand for fur-
ther questioning and es-
tablish his involvement 
in the third murder of the 
city last week in which 
another homeless per-
son was also killed while 
he was sleeping on the 

footpath of the Ranihat 
Canal Bridge”, Singh said 
adding if required, Sahu 
will undergo lie-detec-
tion test and other sci-
entific tests.

The family members 
of Sahu claimed that he 
was innocent and men-
tally disturbed.

Refuting the claims 
made by Sahu’s family, 
the DCP said the arrest 
was made on the basis 
of “confessionary state-
ments” made by the ac-
cused person and the cir-
cumstantial evidences.

Police also displayed 
a blunt but newly pur-

chased axe and two clean 
and fresh towels claim-
ing that the axe was 
the weapon of offence, 
which was retrieved 
from near the crime 
spot after eight days 
and the towels, the only 
apparels used by Sahu 
during the past three 
months while staying in 
a make-shift shanty in 
these rainy days.

Three murders were 
reported in the city in 
a span of 24 hours last 
week. The victims, all 
men, were aged over 
40 years and found on 
the roadside.
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Bayern renew battle with 
Dortmund amid Sane chase

Berlin, Aug 2 (AfP): 
Bayern Munich resume 
their power struggle 
with Borussia Dort-
mund on Saturday for 
the German Super Cup 
with the Bavarians chas-
ing Manchester City star 
Leroy Sane to reinforce 
their squad.

The blockbuster 
Bundesliga curtain-rais-
er in Dortmund once 
more pits Germany’s top 
clubs together after Bay-
ern held off a spirited 
Dortmund challenge to 
land a seventh straight 
league title on the final 
day of last season.

“This is the first title 
that is important to us,” 
said Bayern star Thomas 
Mueller a fortnight be-
fore the new Bundesliga 
season starts.

“The game has a cer-
tain explosiveness. We 
want to show that we 
are ready -- we’ll put our 
all into it.” As defender 
Niklas Suele put it, Bay-
ern “want to give a sign” 
they remain the team to 
beat in Germany.

Dortmund have re-
cruited hard, signing 
wingers Thorgan Hazard 
and Julian Brandt -- the 
latter currently sidelined 
by injury -- and luring 
Mats Hummels back 
from Bayern to beef up 
the defence.

And while Bayern 
added French world 
champions Lucas Her-
nandez and Benjamin 
Pavard, City winger 
Sane is the marquee 
player they crave.

- PoTENTIAl ClUB RE-
CoRD -

According to reports, 
Bayern have tabled a bid 
of around 90 million eu-
ros ( 85 million) -- which 
would be a club record.

They have even re-
portedly pushed taking 
the official team photo 
back to September in the 
hope the 23-year-old will 
have joined by then.

Head coach Niko Ko-
vac initially declared “I 
assume we’ll get him” 
last weekend, but Bay-
ern have dramatically 

dialled back.
Kovac phoned his 

City counterpart Pep 
Guardiola to apologise 
for recruiting Sane ag-
gressively following crit-
icism from Bayern’s se-
nior figures.

“We’re all well ad-
vised to not talk about 
players still under 
contract,” said sports 
director Hasan Saliha-
midzic while chairman 
Karl-Heinz Rummenig-
ge also criticised Ko-
vac’s bold statement.

On Wednesday, Ko-

vac insisted “what I said 
was true” as he still be-
lieves in the deal with the 
transfer window to close 
in a month’s time.

Exactly who will line 
up for Bayern at Dort-
mund is unclear.

Bayern fielded main-
ly reserve team players 
in Wednesday’s defeat 
to Tottenham Hotspur in 
the final of their pre-sea-
son tournament.
- ComAN, GNABRY 
DoUBTfUl -

Frenchman Kingsley 
Coman, who suffered a 

recurrence of a serious 
ankle injury last season, 
“only” bruised his knee 
against Spurs, Bayern 
confirmed.

Fellow winger Serge 
Gnabry is also doubtful 
with a leg knock, but Ko-
vac indicated both play-
ers “will be back soon”.

It will be interesting 
to see if Jerome Boateng 
features after coming off 
the bench against Spurs 
and missing the crucial 
penalty in the shoot-out.

Bayern are keen to 
sell the 2014 World Cup 
winner, but the club’s 
desire to move the 
30-year-old on has irri-
tated the squad.

“We’ve been go-
ing round in circles for 
weeks,” moaned Muel-
ler. “This guy Jerome 
Boateng does us good,” 
he added in his team-
mate’s defence.

This will be Dort-
mund’s first key test after 
winning six pre-season 
friendlies -- including a 
3-2 victory over Cham-
pions League holders 
Liverpool last month on 
their US tour.

They posted a 4-1 
win over St Gallen on 
Tuesday in their Swiss 
training camp with cap-
tain Marco Reus scoring 
their fourth.

“The Super Cup is 
very important for us all 
- to start the season well 
and show fans what we 
have planned,” said Reus.

“However, it’s clear 
neither us nor Bayern are 
at 100 percent yet.

Benitez beware as Chinese clubs 
go on trademark sacking spree

Shanghai, Aug 2 (AfP): 
Rafael Benitez’s arriv-
al grabbed the head-
lines but Chinese Super 
League teams have sent 
the managerial merry-
go-round into hyper-
speed with five of the 16 
clubs making changes in 
one month.

CSL clubs appear to 
have lost their nerve 
as they enter the final 
third of the season with 
the championship and 
relegation fights too 
close to call.

The biggest shock 
came on Wednesday 
when Beijing Guoan 
axed the German Rog-
er Schmidt and named 
Bruno Genesio as his 
replacement.

The 52-year-old 
Schmidt can feel par-
ticularly aggrieved 
with Guoan third in the 
CSL, just four points off 
leaders Guangzhou Ev-
ergrande.

The former Bayer 
Leverkusen coach in-
spired Guoan to FA Cup 
glory last season and the 
capital club began the 

season with a record 10 
CSL victories in a row.

But Guoan moved 
ruthlessly to replace him 
with former Lyon man-
ager Genesio following a 
third defeat in a row in all 
competitions.

“Professional football 
is so cruel,” correspon-
dent Yuan Fang wrote in 
the respected Oriental 
Sports Daily on Friday.

“High income is ac-
companied by high risks 
and high pressure.” Yuan 
and other Chinese me-
dia said there had been 
murmurs of discontent 
with Schmidt’s intense 
training methods, and a 
feeling that some players 
were underperforming.

Summing up the 
thinking at Guoan, Yuan 
wrote: “Changing coach-
es means a chance of 
winning the title, but if 
you don’t change, the 
championship is gone.”

Genesio was given a 
contract until the end of 
the season, giving him 
10 matches to reignite 
Beijing’s title charge -- or 
likely follow Schmidt out 

of the door.
Schmidt’s surprise 

dismissal is a reminder to 
Champions League win-
ner Benitez that Chinese 
clubs will not hesitate to 
bring down the axe.

The Spaniard has, 
however, made a good 
start at Dalian Yifang, 
winning four of his six 
matches and taking them 
into mid-table safety.

Benitez’s predecessor 
Choi Kang-hee replaced 
Quique Sanchez Flores 
at Shanghai Shenhua, 
who under the former 
Watford manager found 
themselves in a relega-
tion fight.

Other changes last 
month saw former AC 
Milan midfielder Roberto 
Donadoni arrive at Shen-
zhen FC, who are fighting 
to avoid relegation.

Rock-bottom Bei-
jing Renhe, who are four 
points from safety, also 
switched coaches, swap-
ping out Aleksandar Sta-
nojevic from Serbia for 
the Spaniard Luis Garcia.

Of the 16 CSL teams, 
11 have foreign coaches.

India begin life after World 
Cup with T20s in Florida

lauderhill (USA), Aug 
2 (PTI): Back on the 
road following their un-
fulfilled World Cup cam-
paign, India will begin 
their preparations for 
the T20 showpiece event 
next year with a three-
match series against the 
West Indies beginning 
here on Saturday.

As captain Virat Kohli 
pointed out before leav-
ing for the Caribbean 
tour, the main objec-
tive of the T20s and the 
subsequent ODI series 
against the West Indies 
is to try out the fringe 
players who are on se-
lectors’ mind.

Kohli was expected 
to be rested for the lim-
ited-overs leg of the tour 
but a full strength squad 
has been picked barring 
the absence of star pac-
er Jasprit Bumrah who 
will join the side ahead of 
the Test series beginning 
August 22. All-rounder 
Hardik Pandya has been 
rested for the entire tour.

It will be a crucial 
couple of weeks for 
Shreyas Iyer and Manish 
Pandey, who are back in 
the mix after being side-
lined from India’s 50-
over World Cup plans.

Pandey last played 
for India in November 
2018 and Iyer in Febru-
ary 2018.

With India looking to 
solidify their brittle mid-
dle-order in ODIs, both 
batsmen have a good op-
portunity to make their 
case in the coming six 
games. Both Pandey and 
Iyer, who were part of 
the recently-concluded 
A series in the Caribbe-
an, come into the senior 
team with runs under 
their belt.

Spin all-rounder 
Washington Sundar and 
pacers Khaleel Ahmed 
and Deepak Chahar are 
also back in the T20 
squad while speed-
ster Navdeep Saini and 
Deepak’s brother Rahul 
are in line to make their 
India debut.

With Rohit Sharma 
and a fit-again Shikhar 
Dhawan set to open, the 
number four spot seems 
likely to be occupied by 
K L Rahul, who has fond 
memories of the Central 
Broward Regional Park 
Stadium, having scored 
an unbeaten 110 in his 
last innings here almost 

three years ago.
Rohit was top-scorer 

in the World Cup, with 
a record five hundreds, 
and would be keen to 
carry that form amid the 
off-field drama of a spec-
ulated rift with Kohli, 
who has categorically de-
nied any differences with 
his deputy.

From this tour on-
wards, Rishabh Pant will 
have more responsibility 
on his shoulders with the 
selectors backing him as 
the number one wick-
etkeeper in all formats 
amid little clarity over 
the future of Mahendra 
Singh Dhoni.

India will be expected 
to beat the West Indies 
though they are most 
dangerous in the short-
est format.

The explosive Kieron 
Pollard and spinner Sunil 
Narine are back in the 
side though Chris Gayle 
will only be seen in the 
ODIs. Injury-prone An-
dre Russell too has been 
named in the T20 squad.

The regional side will 
be aiming to get over the 
disappointment of World 
Cup with a good result 
against India.

Coach Floyd Reifer 
expects the series to be 
high on entertainment.

“The team is young, 
and we like to mix the 
experienced players with 
the youth. We have a 
very good blend. We are 
looking forward to the 
matches here in Florida. 
It should be a very ex-
citing weekend, we lots 
of entertainment for the 
fans,” Reifer said ahead 
of the series.

Squads:
West Indies: John 

Campbell, Evin Lewis, 
Shimron Hetmyer, Nico-
las Pooran, Kieron Pol-
lard, Rovman Powell, 
Carlos Brathwaite (c), 
Keemo Paul, Sunil Na-
rine, Sheldon Cottrell, 
Oshane Thomas, Antho-
ny Bramble, Andre Rus-
sell, Khary Pierre.

India: Virat Kohli 
(captain), Rohit Sharma, 
Shikhar Dhawan, KL Ra-
hul, Shreyas Iyer, Manish 
Pandey, Rishabh Pant, 
Krunal Pandya, Ravindra 
Jadeja, Washington Sun-
dar, Rahul Chahar, Bhu-
vneshwar Kumar, Khaleel 
Ahmed, Deepak Chahar, 
Navdeep Saini.

Match starts 8 IST.

Contact summit TiMes at
9832556698, 
9832369520

news@summittimes.com
advertse@summittimes.com

summittmes16@gmail.com

Ronaldo inspires me:Kohli
Zurich, Aug 2 (PTI): An avid football fan, In-
dia cricket captain Virat Kohli says he draws 
inspiration from Portuguese star Cristiano 
Ronaldo as he successfully took up more chal-
lenges than his iconic Argentine contemporary 
Lionel Messi with an “unmatched” work ethic.

Ronaldo and Kohli have defied fitness scales 
to not just set new standards for themselves 
but also set benchmarks for those around.

“For me, Cristiano is above everyone else. His 
commitment and work ethic is unmatched. He 
wants it that bad - you can see it every game. I 
support every club at which he plays. He inspires 
me,” Kohli, who is currently in Florida for a T20 
series against the West Indies, told ‘FIFA.com’.

Joining the never-ending Messi vs 
Ronaldo debate, Kohli said for him, the 
Portuguese captain has had a better ca-
reer than the Barcelona talisman.

“In my opinion Ronaldo has taken on more 
challenges and succeeded at all of them. He’s the 
most complete player I have seen and his work 
ethic is unmatched. He inspires people. I don’t 
think many people do that. He’s also a leader and 
I love that. Absolutely love it. He has amazing 
belief too,” he reasoned. The India captain further 
divulged that growing up, he enjoyed watching 
Brazillian greats Ronaldo and Ronaldinho, former 
German goalkeeper Oliver Kahn, Messi, Croatia 
skipper Luka Modric and the Spanish World 
Cup winning duo of Andres Iniesta, and Xavi.

The 30-year-old, who is placed seventh on 
ESPN’s World Fame 100 this year, revealed 
that his favourite football memories include 
watching the 1998 and 2002 World Cups.

“Brazil was amazing to watch in 1998 and 
2002. I saw Ronaldo - ‘The Phenomenon’, play 
and was totally blown away by his skill and 
ability on the ball. One of the greatest ever.

“I like watching Portugal play now because 
they are maximising their resources along with 
having a legend in their team.They play with 
passion and belief, so I like watching them. 
Otherwise, in terms of pure ability and impact, 
France are very, very strong.” Lauding the efforts 
of Indian football captain Sunil Chhetri, Kohli 
said he was very optimistic about India’s chanc-
es of qualifying for the football World Cup.

“We are not far off. We have improved drasti-
cally in our football over the last three-four years. 
With new talent coming in to make the difference, 
and our skipper Sunil Chhetri leading the team 
with amazing composure and inspiration...

“If anyone deserves it (to play in the World 
Cup), it’s him. And the team should rally be-
hind that motivation and qualify, and dedi-
cate it to him. He’s an absolute champion and 
an inspirational human being,” Kohli said.

Smith savours 
Ashes century 
after fearing 
scandal 
would end 
career
Birmingham, Aug 2 
(AfP): Australia’s Steve 
Smith said he had con-
templated the end of his 
career after marking his 
first Test since a year-
long ball-tampering ban 
with a superb century 
on the opening day of the 
2019 Ashes.

The tourists were 
struggling at 17-2 at 
Edgbaston on Thursday 
when former Australia 
captain Smith walked out 
to bat and they later col-
lapsed to 122-8.

But Smith, ignoring 
the repeated boos of 
the crowd, made 144 in 
a total of 284 after cur-
rent Australia skipper 
Tim Paine won the toss 
before England closed 
on 10-0.

Smith’s 24th Test 
century was the star 
batsman’s first interna-
tional hundred since he 
returned to Australia 
duty during a World 
Cup where he made 85 
in last month’s Edg-
baston semi-final de-
feat by eventual cham-
pions England.

“There were times 
throughout the last 15 
months where I didn’t 
know if I was ever going 
to play cricket again,” 
Smith, renowned for his 
obsessive devotion to the 
sport, told reporters af-
ter stumps.

“I lost a bit of love for 
it at one point, particu-
larly when I had my el-
bow operation.

“It was really bizarre 
that it was the day I got 
the brace off my elbow, I 
found a love for it again.

“I don’t know what it 
was, it was like a trigger 
that just said ‘right I’m 
ready to go again, I want 
to play and I want to go 
out and play for Aus-
tralia and make people 
proud and just do what 
I love doing’.

There were many 
familiar Smith traits on 
show in Birmingham, 
including the repeated 
fidgeting in his stance, 
while the crowd could 
scarcely have been 
tougher on the 30-year-
old than he was when 
berating himself for the 
occasional loose shot.

Also on display was 
Smith’s ability to bat well 
alongside tailenders, 
with Australia’s last two 
wickets more than dou-
bling their score.

Smith’s near six-hour 
innings was a chanceless 
affair until he was last 
man out, with his biggest 
scare coming when given 
out lbw for 34 to Stuart 
Broad not playing a shot 
only to overturn the deci-
sion on review.
- ‘ShiVeRS DoWN MY 
SPINE’ -

Then skipper Smith 
and Warner, his dep-
uty, were both given 
12-month bans for their 
roles in the scandal in 
South Africa, while Cam-
eron Bancroft -- the man 
who brazenly applied 
sandpaper to the ball 
during a Test in Cape 
Town -- was suspended 
from international duty 
for nine months by Crick-
et Australia.

All three batsmen 
were dismissed by Broad 
on Thursday, with open-
ers Bancroft and Warner 
managing just 10 be-
tween them for the Ash-
es-holders. 
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800 asylum seekers returned 
to wait in Mexican border city

matamoros (mexico), 
Aug 2 (AP): The United 
States government has 
sent about 800 mostly 
Central American and 
Cuban migrants back 
to this northern Mexico 
border city since expand-
ing its controversial “re-
main in Mexico” program 
to the easternmost point 
on the shared border two 
weeks ago, Mexican au-
thorities say.

They are among 
nearly 3,000 people with 
pending U.S. immigration 
proceedings who have 
been sent back to wait 
in Mexico’s Tamauli-
pas state, where the 
U.S. State Department 
warns Americans to 
avoid all travel due to 
high levels of violence 
and kidnapping.

Under the program, 
migrants who turn them-
selves over to U.S. au-
thorities and, in most 
cases, request asylum, 
are returned to Mexi-
co after being given a 
court date. To pursue 
their asylum cases they 
have to wait in Mex-
ico, crossing only for 
court dates in what is a 
months-long process.

The program began 
in January at Tijuana, 
across from San Diego, 
and the U.S. government 
has been expanding it 
eastward along the bor-
der, seeing it as an ef-
fective deterrent to the 
flood of migrants. 

U.S. authorities began 
returning migrants at the 
Tamaulipas city of Nue-
vo Laredo, on the border 
with Laredo, Texas, in 
early July and a few days 
later added Matamoros, 
across from Brownsville.

So far more than 
20,000 migrants have 
been returned all along 

the border to wait in 
Mexico, Mexican offi-
cials say.

On Thursday, some 
70 migrants walked sul-
lenly with their heads 
down across the inter-
national bridge into 
Matamoros. 

They carried their 
documents in transpar-
ent plastic bags and ex-
pressed concerns about 
how they would wait 
out the process in a state 
known for powerful or-
ganized crime gangs.

“Donald Trump is just 
returning everyone,” said 
Emilio C ceres, a 25-year-
old Honduran farmer 
who said he planned go 
home rather than wait. 

C ceres said he previ-
ously was deported from 
the U.S. and therefore did 
not envisage a successful 
asylum application even 
though he was given a 
hearing date.

A day earlier, Luis 
Raxic of Guatemala was 
returned to Matamoros 
with his wife and 1 -year-
old daughter. He had sim-
ilar thoughts of giving up 
and going home because 

he did not want to expose 
his daughter to the dan-
ger of waiting here.

“One of the agents 
told us very clearly that 
they were going to de-
port us, but only to Mex-
ico and not to our coun-
try to save money,” Raxic 
said. “It’s a strategy to 
make us scared and so 
we’ll go back.” The U.S. 
is sending back groups 
of 50 to 100 migrants al-
most daily to Matamoros, 
the Tamaulipas state im-
migration office says.

Mexico began busing 
some of the returned 
migrants out of Tamau-
lipas to the city of Mon-
terrey in neighboring 
Nuevo Leon state last 
month. Authorities said 
it was for their safety, but 
many were dropped off 
in that unfamiliar city in 
the middle of the night. 
It was unclear how they 
would return to the bor-
der for their court dates.

Raxic waited for the 
bus to Monterrey, say-
ing from there his fam-
ily would look for a way 
back to Guatemala.

Sensing the dan-

ger or already knowing 
Tamaulipas’ reputation, 
some migrants quickly 
disperse upon reaching 
Matamoros in search of 
lodging and are not seen 
in the streets. 

Others choose to 
stay near the downtown 
bridge where police and 
National Guard are pres-
ent. Some have yet to 
cross over to the U.S. to 
file asylum applications 
and are waiting to be 
called from a list of more 
than 1,000 names. Oth-
ers have recently been 
returned and are await-
ing court dates.

A dozen tents are 
pitched in the bridge’s 
shadow. Some people 
simply curl up on blan-
kets in the sweltering 
heat. In addition to Cen-
tral Americans, there are 
migrants from Camer-
oon, Cuba and Peru.

Mexico has said it 
will provide more shel-
ter space and job op-
portunities for migrants 
sent back to Mexico. 
On Thursday, the gov-
ernment opened a new 
shelter in Ciudad Juarez 

across from El Paso, Tex-
as, where the U.S. is also 
returning asylum seek-
ers. Two Matamoros shel-
ters visited by The Asso-
ciated Press on Thursday 
were at less than half their 
capacity, even though 
some of the migrants 
camped near the bridge 
had heard otherwise.

Daisy Maldonado 
of Honduras sat on the 
ground playing with her 
2-year-old daughter. She 
and her husband were 
afraid to move far from 
the bridge to look for 
housing or work. “Since 
they’ve told us there is 
no space in the shelters, 
why risk it?” she said.

It wasn’t clear who 
had told her that, but 
many migrants repeated 
the same information.

Walter Enamorado, 
from El Salvador, has 
been sleeping outside 
the state immigration of-
fice near the bridge with 
his 7-year-old son.

“We’re abandoned 
here, but they haven’t 
even told us if there’s 
a shelter or how to get 
there,” he said.

Any discussion on Kashmir, 
will only be with Pakistan, 

bilaterally: Jaishankar
Bangkok, Aug 2 (PTI): 
External Affairs Minis-
ter S Jaishankar on Fri-
day made it clear to his 
American counterpart 
Mike Pompeo that any 
discussion on Kashmir, if 
at all warranted, will only 
be with Pakistan and only 
bilaterally, days after US 
President Donald Trump 
offered to mediate on the 
vexed issue.

Jaishankar is in the 
Thailand capital to at-
tend a number of con-
ferences, including the 
ASEAN-India Ministeri-
al Meeting, the 9th East 
Asia Summit Foreign 
Ministers’ Meeting, the 
26th ASEAN Regional 
Forum and the 10th Me-
kong Ganga Cooperation 
Ministerial Meeting.

“Held wide ranging 
discussions with @
SecPompeo on region-
al issues,” Jaishankar 
tweeted.

“Have conveyed to 
American counterpart @
SecPompeo this morn-
ing in clear terms that 
any discussion on Kash-
mir, if at all warranted, 
will only be with Paki-
stan and only bilateral-
ly,” he tweeted.

He met US Secre-
tary of State Pompeo on 
the sidelines of the sec-
ond day of 9th East Asia 
Summit Foreign Minis-
ters meet in Bangkok. 

This was the first official 
meeting between the two 
top officials after Presi-
dent Trump’s controver-
sial comments on him 
offering to mediate be-
tween India and Pakistan 
over the Kashmir issue.

Last month, Presi-
dent Trump offered to be 
the “mediator” between 
India and Pakistan on 
the Kashmir issue when 
he met Prime Minister 
Imran Khan for the first 
time at the White House.

The Indian gov-
ernment, however, 
dismissed President 
Trump’s astonishing 
claim that Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi had 
asked him to mediate.

Pakistan Prime Minis-
ter Khan has said that he 
is ready and welcomed 
such a move by the US on 
the Kashmir issue.

Trump claimed that 
Modi and he discussed 
the issue of Kashmir in 
Osaka, Japan on the side-
lines of the G-20 Summit 
in June, where the Indian 
prime minister made an 
offer of a third-party ar-
bitration on Kashmir.

In Parliament, EAM 
Jaishankar had said that 
all outstanding issues 
between India and Pa-
kistan can be discussed 
only bilaterally and 
Prime Minister Modi 
made no request to 
President Trump to me-
diate on the Kashmir is-
sue with Pakistan.

“Any engagement 
with Pakistan will re-
quire end to cross border 
terrorism,” he had said, 
adding Simla and Lahore 
accords provide the basis 
for resolution of all is-
sues bilaterally.

Bombs rattle Bangkok during 
ASEAN summit, wounding three

Bangkok, Aug 2 (AfP): 
Several small bombs ex-
ploded across Bangkok 
on Friday, rattling the 
Thai capital as it hosted 
a regional summit at-
tended by US Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo 
and leaving three peo-
ple wounded. Thailand, 
which has a grim history 
of political violence, re-
mains deeply divided af-
ter a controversial March 
election returned a Thai 
junta to power as a civil-
ian government.

Prime Minister 
Prayut Chan-O-Cha, who 
led the junta, was told of 
“the bombing incidents 
and has ordered an im-
mediate investigation”, 
Thai government spokes-
woman Narumon Pinyo-
sinwat said.

“Security measures 
have been tightened. The 
public is urged not to 
panic,” she added. Small 
devices -- believed to 
be so-called “ping pong 
bombs” around the size 
of a table tennis ball -- 
exploded at several loca-
tions across the city. They 
appeared to be symbolic 
attacks aimed at embar-
rassing the government 
during the major summit 
but not designed to cause 
mass casualties.

“Three people re-
ceived slight injuries 
from shrapnel,” said 
Renu Suesattaya, direc-
tor of Suanluang district 
where the first bombs 

were reported.
“I received a report 

that they are ‘ping pong 
bombs’ hidden in bushes 
by the road.” Two further 
explosions shattered 
glass near a well-known 
downtown skyscraper, 
emergency police added.

Bomb disposal experts 
were deployed around 
the Mahanakorn Tow-
er -- owned by the King 
Power group that counts 
Leicester City football club 
among its assets. At least 
three other blasts hit the 
area around a government 
complex, authorities said.

The bombings took 
place just before a key-
note speech by Pompeo, 
who has joined the 
Southeast Asian Foreign 
Ministers meeting, in 
which he praised Thai-
land for rejoining the 
“democratic fold”.

Thailand’s govern-
ment urged the media to 
avoid speculation on the 
motive for the bombings.

“We do not know yet 
how many people are 
involved,” deputy prime 
minister Prawit Wong-
suwon told reporters, 
adding that “people who 
do it want to stir the sit-
uation”. The blasts come 
weeks after former jun-
ta leader Prayut was in-
augurated as a civilian 
prime minister, spark-
ing outcry among many 
pro-democracy support-
ers in a kingdom scored 
by divisions.

The junta manoeu-
vred itself back into pow-
er with the help of a fully 
appointed senate stacked 
with army loyalists and 
an electoral system its 
critics say was designed 
to limit the success of the 
pro-democracy parties.

A slew of court cases 
since then targeting an 
emergent anti-military 
group popular have ran-
kled government critics, 
especially younger vot-
ers. The older “Red Shirt” 

pro-democracy group 
has also reacted with 
outrage to the election, 
but has so far remained 
off the streets with the 
army seemingly in an un-
assailable position.

Mass protests, coups 
and short-lived gov-
ernments have defined 
Thailand’s recent his-
tory, which is peppered 
with deadly bombings 
and shootings linked to 
politics. Thailand’s last 
hosting of the Associa-
tion of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) in 2009 
was also overshadowed 
by unrest. Then, protest-
ers from the pro-democ-
racy “red shirt” faction 
smashed their way into 
the summit venue in the 
resort city of Pattaya de-
manding elections.

Pandemonium en-
sued, with a number of 
leaders having to be res-
cued from a hotel roof 
by Thai army helicopters 
while others fled by boat.

Kashmir is 
bilateral issue 
between India-
Pakistan; Will 
be ready to 
mediate, if 
asked: Trump
BY lAlIT K JHA
Washington, Aug 2 (PTI): 
US President Donald Trump 
has said the issue of Kashmir 
is a bilateral matter between 
India and Pakistan but he 
would be happy to mediate if 
they want him to do so. Last 
week, Trump had made a 
stunning claim that Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
asked him to mediate on 
the vexed issue during their 
meeting in Japan, evoking 
a sharp reaction from India 
which denied Modi making 
any such request.

“It’s really up to Prime 
Minister (Narendra) Modi 
(to accept the offer of 
mediation),” Trump told 
reporters responding to 
a question on India not 
accepting his offer of me-
diation on Kashmir.  “Have 
they accepted the offer or 
not?”, Trump sought a clar-
ification when asked about 
India’s rejection of his me-
diation offer.

“I think they are fantas-
tic people -- Khan and Modi 
-- I mean. I would imagine 
they could get along very 
well, but if they wanted 
somebody to intervene, 
to help them . and I spoke 
with Pakistan about that 
and I spoke frankly in (sic) 
India about it,” Trump said. 
He rued that the issue of 
Kashmir had been going on 
for a long time.  

UN chief: Data shows July equaled 
or surpassed hottest month

United Nations, Aug 
2 (AP): The latest data 
from the World Meteo-
rological Organization 
shows the month of July 
“at least equaled if not 
surpassed the hottest 
month in recorded his-
tory” and it followed the 
hottest June ever, UN Sec-
retary-General Antonio 
Guterres said Thursday.

The UN chief told 
reporters that “this is 
even more significant 
because the previous 
hottest month, July 2016, 
occurred during one of 
the strongest El Nino’s 
ever,” which was not the 
case this year. An El Nino 
is a natural warming of 
the ocean that once it 
interacts with the atmo-
sphere often warms up 
the globe and changes 
rainfall and tempera-
ture patterns, making 
some places wetter 
and some places drier.

Guterres said the lat-
est weather data, includ-
ing temperature-shat-

tering records from New 
Delhi and Anchorage to 
Paris, Santiago, Ade-
laide, Australia and the 
Arctic Circle, means the 
world is on track for 
the period from 2015 to 
2019 “to be the five hot-
test years on record.” 

He warned that if all 
nations don’t take im-
mediate action to tackle 
climate change, extreme 
weather events happen-
ing now “are just the tip 
of the iceberg.” “And the 
iceberg is also rapidly 
melting,” Guterres said.

Arctic Sea ice is already 
near record low levels, he 
said, and the European 
heat wave last month has 
raised temperatures in the 
Arctic and Greenland by 10 
to 15 degrees Celsius. “Pre-
venting irreversible climate 
disruption is the race of our 
lives and for our lives,” Gu-
terres said. “It is a race we 
can and must win.” 

In his efforts to keep 
climate change at the 
top of the global agenda, 

the secretary-general has 
organized a Youth Climate 
Summit for September 
21, to be followed by a Cli-
mate Action Summit for 
world leaders on Sept. 
23, the day before their 
annual gathering at the 
U.N. General Assembly. 
Guterres said he looks for-
ward to welcoming young 
leaders, including 16-year-
old Swedish climate activist 
Greta Thunberg.

He said he has told 
leaders from govern-
ments, business and civil 
society “that the ticket to 
entry is bold action and 
much greater ambition,” 
not “beautiful speeches.” 

The 2015 Paris cli-
mate agreement aims to 
keep global temperatures 
from rising more than 1.5 
degrees Celsius (2.7 de-
grees Fahrenheit) by the 
end of the century, com-
pared with pre-industrial 
times, to avoid the worst 
effects of climate change. 
Guterres said that target 
must be met. 
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LOOKIN’ GOOD! The Queer Eye star, Antoni 
porowski stays hydrated as he walks around New 
York City. 
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Aries: You’re never too old to join the ‘dear 
diary’ bandwagon. If you think this is a mun-
dane exercise to complain about your boss 
or whine about your ex, think again. As Dr 
James Pennebaker explains, “When we trans-
late an experience into language we essential-
ly make the experience graspable.” Aries, the 
Universe is providing you with the wonderful 
opportunity to free yourself from the mental 
traumas that have been weighing you down. 
Your keywords for today: emotional release, 
healing and catharsis.
Tip: Consider the art of journaling to heal 
yourself.
TAurus: Mission World Domination looks 
good on you, Taurus. But don’t forget that 
you can only be the most invincible version of 
yourself when you put self-care above every-
thing else. It’s time to find that elusive work-
life balance. How do you nurture your inner 
garden? What are the activities that makes 
you feel uplifted? Allow yourself to do a few 
things that entail no goals today.
Tip: Find the elusive work-life balance.
Gemini:Two is going to be your magic 
number today. Get ready to find the yin to 

yang, Gemini. Somebody who complements 
you perfectly and possesses the uncanny abil-
ity to complete your sentences. What is this 
creative chemistry going to lead to? Make 
time for a brainstorming session. Give your-
self room to experiment. This could be the 
start of something brand new on your journey 
to greatness.
Tip: Find the yin to your yang.
CAnCer: Have you been dancing with 
your demons yet again, Cancer? What the 
Universe wants you to remember: your mind 
is the most powerful tool at your disposal. 
Use it to create a beautiful reality for yourself, 
to set intentions that will support your soul’s 
journey. Remember, the words we use when 
in conversation with ourselves are just as im-
portant. Be kind. 
Tip: This is your chance to create a beautiful 
life for yourself.
Leo: It’s never easy firing an incompetent 
employee or calling out a co-worker for em-
ploying unethical practices, but you have no 
way out of this. You’re going to have to be 
the bearer of bad news today. When it comes 
to business decisions, tap into your logical 

side. There’s a lot you bring to the table, Leo. 
Keeping this is mind will help you demand 
what you truly deserve.
Tip: Stand up for the truth even if it makes 
you the bad guy.
VirGo: If you believe in the law of attrac-
tion, you want to try this at home. Hold a pure 
thought in your mind’s eye for 17 seconds in 
order to set manifestation in motion. The de-
sire will become stronger and stronger as it 
reaches 68 seconds. If what you asked for is in 
alignment with your highest good, it will find 
a way into your existence. 
Tip: Tap into the power of manifestation.
LibrA: A Bukowski classic to inspire you: 
“The way to create art is to burn and destroy 
ordinary concepts and to substitute them with 
new truths that run down from the top of the 
head and out of the heart.” Consider this as 
your wake-up call to challenge the status 
quo, to push the boundaries, and trigger those 
around you to look beyond what they perceive 
to be the truth. Therein lies your growth, Li-
bra. Embrace the crazy ideas that are coming 
through. The gift of authenticity will make 
you invincible in this cookie-cutter world.

Tip: The art of creative rebellion.
sCorpio: Here’s a productivity hack to 
consider: create a to-do list of five realistic 
goals. Yes, five. The simpler you keep things for 
yourself, the easier it will be to achieve your tar-
get. This way you will be able to get more done 
and give the task at hand your undivided atten-
tion. Creating a clutter-free environment will 
help you keep the distractions at bay
Tip: A concise to-do list could be the secret to 
increasing your productivity.
sAGiTTArius: The new moon is a 
magickal time, Sagittarius. A time of sowing 
your seeds with love. As the moon waxes, it 
gives our dreams and desires the power to 
grow manifold. Use this energy for the highest 
good. Reflect upon what you want to birth—a 
creative project, for instance. Consider the 
steps that will take you closer to your goal and 
get into action mode.
Tip: The Universe is encouraging you to plant 
seeds that are in alignment with your highest good.
CApriCorn:
 hink of yourself as the CEO of your life, man-
ifesting that larger-than-life vision into your 
reality. We create as we speak, Capricorn. So 

speak with conviction and believe that what 
you are working towards is already yours. The 
good news: you’ve got your good vibe tribe 
walking by your side. 
Tip: You are the CEO of your life.
AquArius: If you wake up feeling like a 
cat lady, you’ve only got your stars to blame. 
What this day calls for: a tall cup of cocoa and 
your favourite book. Swap Kafka with Osho 
or Eckhart Tolle though. Given your reflective 
mood, you’ll need something that helps escape 
your 3D reality—if only for a hot minute. 
Tip: Make a tall cup of cocoa and sit down 
with a book on mindfulness.
pisCes: You are a healer, a witch, a light 
worker and a medicine woman. You are a ray 
of hope in a world of dark clouds. Tap into 
your inherent power, Pisces. See how you can 
use your gifts for the highest good. You possess 
the strength to hold space for others, despite 
what you may be going through on the person-
al front. Remember, you can’t always alleviate 
their problems, but you can make them feel seen 
and heard. Today, let kindness, compassion and 
empathy be your power words.
Tip: Shine your light on the world. 

Chris Messina joins 
‘The Sinner’ season 3

los Angeles, Aug 2 (PTI): Actor Chris Messina is the latest 
addition to the third season of USA Network’s “The Sinner”.

Messina will essay the role of Nick Haas, college friend 
to Matt Bomber’s Jamie.

The third season will fol-
low detective Harry Ambrose 
(Bill Pullman) as he starts a 
routine investigation of a trag-
ic car accident on the outskirts 
of Dorchester, in upstate New 
York. He ends up uncovering a 
hidden crime that pushes him 
into the most “dangerous and 
disturbing” case of his career.

Derek Simonds is return-
ing as executive producer and showrunner for the third 
installment.  Jessica Biel, who featured in the first season 
will serve as executive produce along with Michelle Purple 
through their company, Iron Ocean. 

I’d love to be part of 
Marvel Cinematic 

Universe: Taron Egerton

Jared Leto in early talks 
to join ‘Little Things’

los Angeles, Aug 2 (PTI): Actor Jared Leto is in early ne-
gotiations to star alongside veteran star Denzel Washing-
ton and Rami Malek in crime thriller “The Little Things”.

According to Variety, if things get finalised, Leto will 
play a serial killer in the Warner Bros project. 

“The Blind Side” helmer John Lee Hancock is on board 
to write and direct the movie. 

The story focuses on a burned-out Kern County, California 
deputy sheriff Deke (Washington) who teams with Baxter, a 
crack LASD detective (Malek), to catch a serial killer.

Netflix renews ‘13 Reasons Why’ 
for fourth and final season

People get defensive when presented 
with hard facts: Sonakshi Sinha

BY RAVI BANSAl
New Delhi, Aug 2 (PTI): There is 
something wrong with the population 
explosion in India and “Khandaani Sha-
fakhana” tries to raise awareness about 
it, says actor Sonakshi Sinha. 

The actor believes that films hold a 
mirror to the society but mere facts are 
not enough to convince people. 

“The human nature 
is such that if you attack 
someone with facts head 
on, and show them what is 
wrong, they always get de-
fensive. But when you say it 
in a light hearted way, and 
lace it with humour, I think 
they are more receptive. 

“They will understand 
what you’re trying to say 
and this is what we’ve done 
with this film as well. I 
think the kind of topic that 
it touches upon, it required 
a certain humour to it for 
people to kind of under-
stand and start thinking 
about what we’re trying to 
say,” she told PTI in an inter-
view.Lack of sex education 
among the general masses 
is the issue that “Khandaani Shafakha-
na”, which hits the theatres on Friday, 
tries to highlight. 

Sonakshi plays a young woman, 
named Baby Bedi, who inherits a sex 
clinic run by her uncle. She decides to 
use this opportunity to bring about a 
change in the society.

She says the film is a step in the right 
direction.

“It is something that will get people 
to think for sure because we are stating 
facts about what is happening in society. 
Nobody’s asking the right questions like 
why is it (population burst) happening? 

“We live in a country of over 130 
crore people. Where did all these peo-
ple come from? And so there are a lot 

of relevant and important topics that 
we are talking about in this film,” the 
actor adds.

Though she considers the part of 
Baby Bedi one of her “best roles” till 
date, the actor admits that her first re-
action when the makers approached her 
was one of disbelief.

“My first reaction when they ap-

proached me with the role was that ‘Oh, 
my God, why these guys have come to 
me with this film?’. But when I read the 
script, I was sold on the idea. I believe in 
the things that we are talking about in 
this film,” she adds.

The film is directed by first time 
filmmaker Shilpi Dasgupta and Sonak-
shi says only a female perspective could 
have done justice to the subject. 

“I’m really glad that I got to work 
with her. The kind of film that it is, and 
the kind of sensitivity it required, I 
don’t think anybody could have made 
this film better than Shilpi. She just 
handled it with utmost care. There is 
a very thin line between a subject like 
this becoming cheap or vulgar. But she 

handled it beautifully.” 
Post “Khandaani Shafakhana”, Son-

akshi will be seen in “Mission Mangal” 
where she is a part of an ensemble cast 
that includes Vidya Balan, Taapsee Pan-
nu, Kirti Kulhari, Nithya Menen and Ak-
shay Kumar.

The film’s poster, which released 
last month, was criticised for giv-

ing Akshay a bigger display than his 
women colleagues. Sonakshi says no 
one can deny that Akshay is a super-
star but the rest of the team is equally 
proud of the project, which highlights 
India’s space achievement. 

“Honestly, the fact of the matter is 
that Akshay Kumar is a big superstar to-
day. And I learned very early on in my 
career, ‘jo dikhta hai, wo bikta hai’. So 
that is the most direct comparison I can 
make to what has happened over here. 
But I think for all of us, we are all part of 
one team and really proud of the film,” 
she adds. 

“Mission Mangal”, directed by Jagan 
Shakti, will hit the theatres on Indepen-
dence Day.

los Angeles, Aug 2 (PTI): 
Actor Taron Egerton has fi-
nally responded to fans call-
ing him best suited for the 
role of Wolverine, saying he 
would love to join Marvel 
Cinematic Universe.  The ac-
tor said he is open to donning 
a superhero’s cape but is not 
sure if the makers would con-
sider him for Wolverine. 

“I love Marvel and I love 
the movies and I’d love the 
excuse to get in shape. I’d 
love to be a part of it, wheth-

er (Wolverine) is realistic or 
not, I don’t know,” Egerton 
told Variety.

Hollywood star Hugh 
Jackman played Wolverine 
for 17 years and in nine mov-
ies in the 20th Century Fox’s 
X-Men franchise. His last film 
as the clawed mutant was 
“Logan” (2017).

Post Fox’s merger with 
Disney, Marvel Studios pres-
ident Kevin Feige confirmed 
that the mutants will join 
MCU in future.

los Angeles, Aug 2 (PTI): Streaming giant 
Netflix has renewed one of its most contro-
versial shows “13 Reasons Why” for a fourth 
and final season. 

The news comes after the platform re-
leased the first trailer of the third season, 
which premieres on August 23.  The third in-
stallment will pick up eight months after the 
events of the previous season.

According to Variety, the fourth season 
is currently filming and will feature the core 
cast’s graduation from Liberty High.

The upcoming third season will revolve 
around Clay (Dylan Minnette), Tony (Chris-
tian Navarro), Jessica (Alisha Boe), Alex 
(Miles Heizer), Justin (Justin Foley), and Zach 

(Ross Butler) trying to help Tyler (Devin Dru-
id) move towards recovery.  However, disap-
pearance of one of the main characters makes 
Clay come under the police scrutiny. Creator 
Brian Yorkey serves as showrunner and exec-
utive producer alongside Mandy Teefey, Kris-
tel Laiblin, Selena Gomez and Joy Gorman. 

The first season was based on the novel 
of the same name by Jay Asher, while subse-
quent seasons have been original stories. It 
was criticised for graphic depiction of teen 
suicide and the way it was dealt.

According to a source there will be no sui-
cide in season three.

The series is produced by Paramount Tele-
vision and Anonymous Content for Netflix.


