
Vol 04 | Issue 224 | Gangtok | Thursday | 22 August 2019 Pages 8 | ` 5RNI No. SIKENG/2016/69420

to book 
advertisements 
in SummitTimes, 

mail us at 
advertise@

summittimes.
com

or call us at
03592-208698

Shilpa SheTTy To 
be puniT balana’S 

ShowSTopper aT lFw
pg 08

‘we die TogeTher’: hong Kong 
proTeSTS are being driven by 
a FearleSS young generaTion

pg 04

‘dabangg 3’ To alSo releaSe in 
Kannada, Tamil and Telugu

pg 08

Sacred no more?
mHa disregards State Govt ban and opens 

Khangchendzonga for mountaineering

liST oF peaKS opened by mha on 13 aug 
For mounTaineering/ TreKKing in SiKKim

Forked Peak, Gocha Peak, Jopono, Kabru north, 
Kabru South, Kabru dome, Kangchenzunga, Kang-
chenzunga South, Koktang, narsing, nepal Peak, 
Pandim, Pyramid Peak, Simvo, Simvo II, Simvo 
north, Simvo north east, Siniolchu, Talung, Talung 
South I, Talung South II, Tent Peak, Tingchenkhang, 

SummIT rePorT
Gangtok, 21 Aug:

In a poorly timed announcement, the 
Ministry of Home Affairs, at a time 

when Sikkimese youth at different 
places are signing up to learn the war-
rior dance performed in the worship of 
Dzonga, Sikkim’s guardian deity who is 
believed to reside on Khangchendzon-
ga, has announced the opening of the 
sacred peak for mountaineering. While 
the opening of Khangchendzonga 
would have been received with spon-
taneous and vehement condemnations, 
reactions have been much more tem-
pered this time. What is clear though is 
that Sikkim is not thrilled with this uni-
lateral decision of the Home Ministry.

MHA, in a letter marked to the In-
dian Mountaineering Foundation and 
Home Secretaries of all the States and 
Union Territories, informs that 137 
more mountain peaks in the Himalayas 
have been opened for mountaineering. 
Among the 137, 24 are in Sikkim, and 
while this relaxation in itself might 
have been welcome, the MHA, in a 
clearly unilateral move, has also opened 
Khangchendzonga for mountaineering.

Khangchendzonga is considered 
sacred by the Sikkimese and mountain-
eering expeditions on it have tradition-
ally been discouraged. The last expe-
dition attempted on the sacred peak 
from the Sikkim side was in the year 
2000 when an Austrian team man-
aged to secure permission from MHA, 
a process from which Sikkim was kept 
in the dark. 

Sikkim had protested at that time 
and the State Government had dodged 
accountability by explaining that it 
was not involved in the permission 
granting process and that the expedi-
tion was allowed through “not to em-
barrass New Delhi.”

As an immediate damage control 
exercise at the time, the Cabinet asked 
the Austrian team to stop 10 metres 
short of the summit should the expedi-
tion succeed.

The expedition failed after it was 
beset by inclement weather. Eventu-
ally, given the public backlash against 
the permission, the State Government 
announced that it was banning expedi-
tions from Khangchendzonga and eight 
other sacred peaks.

An official notification to this effect 
was reportedly issued in 2001. Evident-
ly, Delhi either remains unaware or dis-

interested because it has now cleared 
Khangchendzonga for mountaineering 
without having sought any feedback 
from Sikkim. Of course, when it comes 
to matters in which both the State and 
the Central government have jurisdic-
tion, the Centre has primacy.

It is another matter that MHA does 
not even spell the mountain right 
[“Kangchenzunga” which might be pho-
netically close to how locals pronounce 
the name but is neither the accepted 
international spelling nor the spelling 
preferred by Sikkim], but what has ran-
kled is the clear lack of sensitivity to-

wards Sikkim’s sentiments.
And reactions in Sikkim, even 

though they are tempered and con-
trolled, are unanimous in thumbing 
down the move.

Activist and filmmaker, Dawa T Lep-
cha, when contacted for comment, said: 
“The erstwhile monarchs of Sikkim 
held Khangchendzonga sacred and held 
it in the highest hierarchy of the guard-
ian deities and the protector of the then 
kingdom. The sacred festival of Pangl-
habsol is dedicated to it. The reverence 
to the mountain was such that Western 
mountaineers were not allowed to step 
on the peak. And they too kept their 
promise by not stepping on the peak. 
The Lepcha take it as the eldest brother 
in their myth about creation and wor-
ship it. It would be wonderful to keep 
this tradition and continue to respect the 
majestic mountain and the unique re-
spect and honor that was accorded to it. 
It would be respecting the third highest 
peak in the world with a unique respect 
unlike all other peaks that have been 
trampled upon, defiled and desecrated.”

Similarly, Tseten Tashi Bhutia, con-
venor, Sikkim Bhutia Lepcha Apex Com-
mittee [SIBLAC], said that the State gov-
ernment should take immediate action 
on this notification. 

He said that the concerned Ministry 
should have consulted the State gov-
ernment before taking out such a notifi-
cation. He has suggested that a meeting 
of all concerned stakeholders be called 
immediately to discuss the develop-
ment and then arrive at a consensus on 
how to proceed next.  

He added that Khangchendzonga 
is notified under the Places of Worship 
[Special Provisions] Act 1991 as a sacred 
mountain which cannot be climbed or 
scaled and this needs to be respected.

turn to pg02

cm and cJ lay foundation stone of High court employees Quarters
Gangtok, 21 Aug: 
Chief Minister, Prem 
Singh Tamang (Golay) 
and Chief Justice, High 
Court of Sikkim, Justice 
Vijay Kumar Bist, today 
laid the foundation stone 
of 10 Units Grade “B”  
and 12 & 16 Units Grade 
“D” Residential Employ-
ees Quarters Of the High 
Court Employees, at VIP 
Colony, Gangtok

The Chief Minister, in 
his address, expressed 
his happiness and im-
mense gratitude to the 
Chief Justice as under 
his guidance the State 
has seen many social 
reforms. He also appre-
ciated his eagerness to 
render help and support 
to the needy in the State. 

The CM stated that he 
has very high regard for 
the Judiciary and assured 

to extend all cooperation 
in further strengthening 
this third pillar of democ-
racy in the State. 

He assured that all 
conscious efforts will be 
made by the State Gov-
ernment in consultation 
with the High Court in 
developing and improv-
ing the infrastructure 
and delivery system of 
the Judiciary based on 
modern technology and 
age-old customs and tra-
ditions.

Earlier, the Chief 
Engineer of Building & 
Housing Department, 
Government of Sikkim, 
Kuldip Chettri presented 
a brief technical report.

The Chief Engineer 
said that the Buildings 
Grade B 10 units Single 
Block (G+4) and Grade 
D 12 units 2 Blick (G+2) 

are proposed to be con-
structed in the premises 
of High Court Of Sikkim 
Museum Complex, For-
est Colony and Grade D 
16 units 2 Block (G+3) 
eight units each are pro-
posed to be constructed 
at VIP Colony Gangtok, 
and this 16 unit Res-
idential Quarter had 
been proposed at the 

back side of the stage be-
tween the approach road 
and Boundary Fencing Of 
Raj Bhawan.

The foundation laying 
ceremony was also at-
tended by Senior Judge, 
High Court of Sikkim, 
Meenakshi Madan Rai 
and Judge, High Court of 
Sikkim, Justice Bhaskar 
Raj Pradhan.

Also present were 
Minister Buildings & 
Housing Department, 
Sanjit Kharel, Forest 
Minister, Karma Loday, 
Chief Secretary, A.K. Shri-
vastava, Officials of High 
Court of Sikkim and State 
Legal Services Authori-
ty, members of building 
committee, Senior Advo-
cates and staff.

Will consider extension to needy 
C&D grade employees: CM

Gangtok, 21 Aug (IPR):
Representatives of All 
Sikkim Government 
Employees Association 
(ASGEA) (Group C&D), 
an umbrella body of 17 
Associations of employ-
ees working under Gov-
ernment of Sikkim and 
PSUs met the Chief Min-
ister, Prem Singh Tamang 
(Golay) at his residence 
at Lumsey today. 

The Association ac-
knowledged and ex-
pressed their gratitude 
to the Chief Minister for 
granting Saturday as a 
holiday, the decision to 
release one-time fixa-
tion arrears and various 
initiatives of the govern-
ment in respect to the 
welfare of the employees. 

They expressed their 
sincere gratitude for 
working towards the 
overall development 
of the state. Represen-
tatives also invited the 
Chief Minister for felic-
itation event which is 
scheduled to be held at 
Paljor Stadium on 07 
Sept, 2019. 

The Chief Minister in 

his address said that the 
state government is com-
mitted towards working 
for the welfare of all the 
employees. He in turn re-
quested all of them to im-
provise the work culture 
so that work is of opti-
mum importance bene-
fitting the general public. 

He also stated that 
the state government 
is working to provide 
incentives to those em-
ployees who work extra 
time during work crunch. 
Stating that they will not 
entertain job extension to 
top rank officials but they 
will not rule out giving ex-
tension to the needy C&D 
grade employees after 
scrutinizing the case. 

The demands submit-
ted by employees will be 
discussed with officials 
which will be looked into 
as per norms, he said. 
Thanking the Association 
for their cooperation, he 
wished them the best 
in their future endeav-
ours so that they could 
work collectively for 
the overall benefit of 
the state as a whole.

CBI officials scale wall to enter Chidambaram’s residence
New Delhi, Aug 21 
(PTI): A team of CBI of-
ficials descended on the 
residence of former fi-
nance minister P Chid-
ambaram on Wednes-
day night, minutes 
after he reached there 
following a dramatic 
appearance at a press 
conference at AICC 
headquarters here.

The team of about 
30 CBI sleuths accom-

panied by Delhi police 
officials reached the 
Jor Bagh residence of 
Chidambaram and 
knocked at the doors 
for a few minutes 
before scaling the 
boundary wall to en-
ter the premises.

A team of ED of-
ficials also reached 
there.

In fast-paced 
events, Chidam-

baram, who could 
not be traced by the 
agencies since Tues-
day evening and 
failed to get any re-
lief from the Supreme 
Court on Wednesday, 
appeared at the Con-
gress headquarters 
at 8 pm where he ad-
dressed a brief press 
conference claiming 
innocence in the INX 
Media case.

He reached his 
Jor Bagh residence 
along with fellow Con-
gress leaders and law-
yers Kapil Sibal and 
Abhishek Manu Singhvi 
in the same vehicle.

Within minutes of 
Chidambaram reaching 
his residence, the CBI 
sleuths arrived there.

A large number me-
diapersons staked out 
near the residence.

Sikkim to host all ImF Sport 
climbing competition

SaGar cHHeTrI
Gangtok, 21 Aug:

Sikkim is all set to host 
a National level climb-

ing sport for the first 
time in the north-eastern 
region in September. The 
fourth edition of All India 
Indian Mountaineering 
Foundation [IMF] Sport 
Climbing Competition 
will be held from 06 to 
08 September at Indian 
Himalayan Centre for 
Adventure & Ecotourism 
[IHCEA] at Chemchey in 
South Sikkim under the 
aegis of Indian Moun-
taineering Foundation, 
New Delhi. The competi-
tion will see the partic-
ipation of experienced 
climbers from all seven 
IMF zones spread all 
across the country.

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 
IHCAE Director, Col 
DN Bhutia mentioned 
that this was the first 
ever sport climbing 
event that has been 
awarded to the North 
Eastern States and it 
is a proud moment for 
Sikkim to be hosting 

the event. 
The competition will 

also have national and 
international climbers of 
the country representing 
their respective zones. 
The competition will 
have around 230 climb-
ers from across the coun-
try, he informed.

The participating 
zones are Eastern Zone, 
Western Zone, North-
ern Zone, Southern 
Zone, North-Eastern 
Zone, Services Zone and 
Special Police Forces 
Zone. Sikkim falls under 
North-Eastern Zone.

The competition 
will be conducted by 
IMF officials and tech-
nical experts. It will be 
held in two disciplines 
of sport climbing- 
Speed and Lead. 

The competition will 
be held in three catego-
ries of Sub-Junior [boys 
& girls] of age group 10 
to 14 years, Junior [boys 
7 girls] of age group 
15 to 17 years and Se-
nior [Men & Women] of 
age group 18 years and 
above.         turn to pg02

TMC in a fix over 
cracking anti-
defection law 
against its MLAs  
defecting to BJP
Kolkata, Aug 21 (PTI): 
The Trinamool Congress 
leadership is in a fix over 
deciding the fate of seven 
party MLAs, who have 
switched over to the saf-
fron camp recently.

According to TMC 
sources, the party is yet 
to take a call on bringing 
these MLAs under the an-
ti-defection law. As such 
a step would also force 
Congress and Left Front 
MLAs, who had crossed 
over to the TMC in last 
few years, lose member-
ship.

Senior TMC leader 
and state parliamentary 
affairs minister Partha 
Chatterjee said steps 
would be taken as per 
the norms. But, didn’t 
specify the action that 
would be initiated.

A special session of 
the West Bengal state 
assembly is scheduled 
to begin from August 
26 and will continue till 
September 6.

“We really don’t know 
what to do as bringing in 
anti- defection against 
our seven MLAs, who 
have switched over to 
BJP,             turn to pg02
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URGeNTly ReqUIReD: 
Urgent Recruitment for a waiter 

with atleast 3 years experience and 
one kitchen helper. Contact: Hotel 

Paramount, Dentam, West Sik-
kim- 9735909625 / 8348285444

WanTed 
HOUSEKEEPER/BABYSITTER . 

Contact:  9933443442/9800500696.
General InFormaTIon

This is for general information of all concerned 
that Hotel Parasol Residency, Panihouse, Deorali 
East Sikkim shall remain closed for a period of 
six months for carrying out necessary repairs. 
All concerned tour operators and clients are 
requested to refrain from booking or deal with 
any sort with regard to Hotel Parasol Residency, 
Panihouse, Deorali, East Sikkim.

Mr. Subash Lama
Proprietor

Hotel Parasol Residency,
 Panihouse, Deorali, East Sikkim

Four & half Storied building on SALE, behind Hotel 
Agarwal at Pani House, Gangtok, East Sikkim. In-
terested parties may also buy flats – 2 flats – 1650 
sq.ft , 1 Flat – 1186 sq.ft & 1 Flat on top (1 & half)- 
3000 sq.ft. Contact: -9434751150

Required ground staff M/F, air  ticketing ,Super-
visor, store Incharge, Computer operator, Help-
er Eligibility (10th to Graduate) Salary (29500 
to 78500) Food + accommodation free send 
your Resume akaviationacademy029@gmail.
com 7428976822   7834871077

General land For Sale
Roadside plots for sale at Adampool, Ranipool-

Rumtek highway.
For details contact: 9083826462

elector’s Verification Program training at Gyalshing
Gyalshing, 21 Aug 
(IPR):
Awareness cum Training 
for Elector’s Verification 
Program (EVP) orga-
nized by the West Dis-
trict Administration con-
cluded at the Community 
Hall of Gyalshing, West 
Sikkim today. 

The program was 
chaired by Deputy CEO 
(Elections), Shyam Prad-
han accompanied by SDM 
(HQ), Tushar G Nikhare 
and SDM (Gyalshing), 
Tshering Topgay Bhutia. 
Also present were SDM 
Dentam, Bimal Rai; BDO 
Dentam, Bijay Prasad 
Subba; BDO Bermiok, 
Mukesh Dahal; BDO 
Gyalshing, Sonam Tsher-
ing Lepcha; BDO Yuksam, 
Mahendra Chettri; BDO 
Daramdin, Ranjan Rai; 
BDO Kaluk, Deepshika 
Gurung and BDO Soreng, 
Sabina Limboo. 

Deputy Dir (IT) 
(CEO, Elections), Zang-
po Gyaltsen Bhutia was 
the Master Trainer for 

the program. 
SDM (HQ) urged all 

the Booth Level Officers 
(BLOs) to start their 
works soon with utmost 
sincerity and dedication 
to avoid minimal errors. 
He congratulated all the 
BLOs for their part in 
the recent elections and 
asked them to work with 
more zeal and enthuse. 

He stated that the 
new BLOs needs to be 
very alert and work in 
coordination with the 
experienced BLOs. He 
also asked them to keep 
updating the progress to 
the AEROs and the Booth 
Level Agents assigned by 
the Political Parties in or-

der to maintain transpar-
ency of Electoral proce-
dures in their respective 
areas. 

He mentioned that 
the deletion of Electoral 
rolls needs to be done 
only after consultation 
with the AEROs and with 
prior notice given to the 
concerned person whose 
name should be deleted. 
He asked them to take 
each step cautiously as 
they have a huge respon-
sibility of not leaving any 
voters behind. 

He further urged 
them to keep regularly 
updating the data re-
ceived after their field 
visits. He also asked 

them to display the de-
tails of Electoral Rolls in 
the respective offices of 
EROs and AEROs for the 
public to view and cor-
rect if needed.  

The program was 
mainly conducted for the 
Electoral Registration Of-
ficer (EROs), Asst. Elec-
toral Registration Officer 
(AEROs) and Booth Level 
Officers (BLOs) to under-
stand the Elector’s Ver-
ification Program (EVP) 
and Special Summary Re-
vision of Photo Electoral 
Roll w.r.t 01 Jan, 2020 as 
qualifying date. 

The EVP basically 
exhorts the voters to 
self-verify themselves 
which is followed by 
field verification from 
concerned BLO. The 
EVP will run from 01 to 
15 Sept, 2019 followed 
by draft electoral roll 
publication and summa-
ry revision. 

The master trainer 
gave an in depth pre-
sentation on the various 

EVP process at NVSP, 
ERO Net and the BLO 
Net Applications which 
would be beneficial to 
the Officers in charge of 
the registration process 
of the Electoral Rolls. 
He mentioned that the 
polling station details 
needs to be collected by 
the respective BLOs and 
uploaded in the applica-
tion which could provide 
more information to the 
general public. 

He also stated that 
the application which 
would be soon avail-
able would help the 
EROs, AEROs and BLOs 
to work with easement. 
He also explained pro-
cesses like the Poll-
ing Station Marking, 
Cleansing of Electoral 
Rolls, Demographically 
Similar Entries (DSE), 
ERO Net applications 
and its uses. He urged 
the trainees present to 
take the matter of DSE 
and other such logical 
errors seriously.

Nepali Bhasa Diwas celebrated at Shantinagar

SummIT rePorT
Singtam, 21 Aug:

27th Nepali Bhasa 
Manyata Diwas was 

observed by Shantinagar 
Gaon Sudhar Samiti to-
day. Additional Director, 
Shyam Rai, Food Depart-
ment was the chief guest 
and Senior Nepali liter-
ary figure, Raj K Shrestha 
was the guest of honour 
for the day. 

Principal, KB Chettri, 
Singtam SSS was also 
present as guest of hon-
our along with his two 
Nepali Language teach-
ers and forty students.

Other distinguished 
guests included Pres-
ident, Somnath Pand-
ey, Sadbhawana Samiti, 
Senior news reporter, 
Nandu Dutraj, Singtam 
social media, Johny Rai, 

Bhimraj Ghimiray and 
others. Chief Advisor of 
SGSS, LN Pradhan was 
the host of the day while 
President SGSS, Krishna 
Chettri gave the welcome 
speech.

Highlight of the day 
was Nepali poem recita-
tions and cultural pro-
grammes. Nishan Dulal, 
Lokesh Mukhia, Surya 
Kharel and Shital Prad-
han recited poems. Nor-
sang Tamang, Ayush-
man Chettri and Aditi 
Pokhrel sang beautiful 
songs while Paruna 
Subba presented a solo 
dance. 

Traditional music 
player Bhanu Pohkrel 
from Shantinagar pre-
sented his music with 
sarangi, marchunga and 
murali. Tribute was paid 

to Late Lakhidevi Sun-
das, popular Nepali writ-
er and Sahitya Akademi 
winner with two minute 
silence. 

Different speakers 
spoke on the struggle of 
Nepali language move-
ment and its status. Quiz 
competition on Nepali 
language was also held 
for students and audi-
ence. 

Maiya Chettri and 
Sunita Gurung, both 
members of Shantinagar 
Gaon Sudhar Samiti were 
presented with memen-
tos for their donation 
of LPG cylinder, Chullah 
and 30 GIC sheets to-
wards the Samiti. The 
participants of the pro-
gram were also present-
ed with mementos and 
certificates.

Col Bhutia mentioned that sport climbing compe-
tition is a new phenomenon in the Indian sub-conti-
nent. It is just about 08 to 10 years old but has become 
one of the most preferred adventure sports for young 
generation, he said. 

He added that this sport engulfs in it all the tech-
niques and essentials of mountaineering, climbing en-
compassing all types of weather and terrains.

“Since this sport is new to all of us and very few 
know the types, techniques and importance, we have 
requested the higher authorities to allot this compe-
tition to us in Sikkim so that youth from Sikkim and 
from North East as well could be benefitted,” he said. 

Col Bhutia added that the main objective to host 
the event in Sikkim is to promote this sport in the 
State and to encourage local youths in this area.

“This event will put Sikkim in the Sports and 
Mountaineering map of the country and the people 
will start seeing IHCAE as an important sporting des-
tination,” he expressed. 

He informed that the sport wall available at Chem-
chey is one of its kind constructed as per IMF stan-
dards and strictly as per International Federation of 
Sport Committee guidelines. The second such sport 
wall is available only at Pune, Maharashtra.

Col Bhutia has requested all sport and adventure 
lovers to come and witness the prestigious sport 
climbing event in the State. He stated that young as-
pirants and mountaineers of Sikkim have a golden op-
portunity to take full advantage of facilities available 
with IHCAE Chemchey including training in various 
fields of mountaineering.

Responding to media queries, he informed that in-
terested climbers from Sikkim can contact the IHCAE 
Director to participate in the competition.

Sikkim to host...

TMC in a fix over...
means it will also be applicable against 19 oth-

er MLAs from Congress and Left Front who have 
switched over to our party since assembly polls in 
2016,” a senior TMC MLA said.

When contacted West Bengal assembly speaker 
Biman Banerjee too declined to divulge any details, 
but said steps would be taken as per the laid norms.

The BJP legislative party leader Manoj Tigga said 
they have no problem if TMC plans to prosecute its 
seven defecting MLAs under anti-defection law. But 
TMC too has to follow the suit and ensure the Con-
gress and Left Front MLAs, who had crossed over to it, 
too have to resign.

“We have no problem, if these MLAs are asked to 
resign we would ensure that they win in byelections 
and are back in the assembly. But if they are asked to 
resign under anti- defection law then 19 Congress and 
Left Front MLAs who had switched over to TMC too 
have to resign,” Tigga said.

Leader of the opposition and senior Congress lead-
er Abdul Mannan said TMC is now being paid back in 
their own coin.

“As we used to weep over our MLAs and elected 
representatives being poached by TMC, now they 
(TMC) too are weeping as they can’t stop exodus of 
their MLAs to BJP. Life has come a full circle. When 
we used to demand that ant- defection law be imple-
mented against our MLAs who had switched over, the 
speaker used to turn a blind eye. Now we have to see 
what action he takes,” Mannan said.

Since the assembly poll results seven TMC MLAs 
have switched over to the BJP, with former Kolkata 
Mayor and once a trusted lieutanat of Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee, Sovan Chatterjee being the latest to 
join the saffron camp.

Buoyed by stupendous performance in the Par-
liamentary election when it won 18 out of a total 
42 Lok Sabha seats in Bengal, only four less than 
the TMC, BJP leaders have been asserting that their 
next target was to unseat Baneerjee from the power 
in the 2021 state polls.

The publicity secretary of Pang Lhabsol Celebra-
tion Committee, Rabong, Bhawani Gurung, points out 
that the people of Sikkim have been worshipping the 
mountain as their guardian deity through history and 
observed that it would be best not to touch Khangc-
hendzonga as it would hurt the sentiments of the peo-
ple.  

Mr Gurung, who is also the chairperson of the re-
cently formed Environment Conservation Society of 
India, adds that mountaineering to so many peaks 
would definitely increase tourism in the State but at 
the same it would have adverse effect on the environ-
ment. He added that the PLCC will also write about it 
to the Ministry of Home Affairs very shortly. 

Sikkim Mountaineering Association president 
Kunzang Gyatso expressed that the sentiments of the 
people of Sikkim have to be respected. He stated that 
the association was in support of the State govern-
ment notification which bans climbing on Khangc-
hendzonga.

He stressed that SMA was the nodal association in 
the State so the concerned ministry should have con-
sulted the association before taking this decision. 

Mr Gyatso said that it was very surprising that the 
notification was taken out without consulting anyone 
in the State. 

He mentioned that SMA has submitted a list of 121 
peaks to the State government to be opened for climb-
ing so the concerned ministry can take peaks from 
this list instead.

mHa disregards State...

Ten-day workshop on 
Sanskrit language

SummIT rePorT
Gyalshing, 21 Aug: 

A ten-day discourse 
on Sanskrit has be-

gun here at the Sanskrit 
School of Lower Ber-
miok under Geyzing 
Bermiok constituency 
in West Sikkim. 

The event is being 
jointly managed by Lok 
Bhasa Prachar Samiti 
and Sanskrit Pathsala of 
Lower Bermiok. The in-
augural day of the event 
was attended by San-
skrit scholar from Odis-

ha, Saroj Kumar Das as 
resource person along 
with general secretary 
of the School Manage-
ment Committee, Jaland-
har Nepal, and Sanskrit 
scholars from Odisha, 
students of the school 
and others. 

The SMC general sec-
retary, while speaking 
about the objectives of 
the initiative, informed 
that it was being orga-
nized to propagate and 
popularize Sanskrit in 
the rural areas of Sikkim. 

Three from Sikkim take part in ne regional 
Consultation on Commemorating Beijing +25

Summit Report
GANGTOK, 21 Aug: 
A three-member team 
from Sikkim recently 
represented Sikkim in 
the North-Eastern Re-
gional Consultation on 
Commemorating Beijing 
+25 held at Khanapara 
in Guwahati on 19 Au-
gust. The day-long event 
was organized by North-
East network, Civil Soci-
ety Steering Committee 
on Beijing in 25 and UN 
Women. 

The landmark Beijing 
Declaration and Platform 
for Action of 1995 is go-
ing to complete 25 years 
in 2020 and the consulta-
tion was held to mark the 
25th anniversary of the 
Beijing Platform.

The Beijing Decla-
ration and Platform for 
Action of 1995 (Beijing 
Platform for Action) is 
the most visionary agen-
da for the empowerment 
of women and girls, ev-
erywhere. Developed at 
the Fourth World Con-
ference on Women in 
Beijing, China—known 
as the largest-ever gath-
ering of gender equality 

advocates—the Beijing 
Platform for Action was 
adopted by 189 gov-
ernments committed 
to taking strategic, bold 
action in 12 critical ar-
eas of concern: poverty, 
education and training, 
health, violence, armed 
conflict, economy, power 
and decision-making, in-
stitutional mechanisms, 
human rights, media, en-
vironment, and the girl 
child.

The workshop had 
the participation of 
women from various 
fields, social activists and 
social organizations from 
all eight north-eastern 
states and mainly dis-
cussed gender equality, 
realizing women’s rights 
for an equal future and 
other issues.  

Head of Sociology De-
partment, Nar Bahadur 
Bhandari Degree Col-
lege, Tadong, Dr Nancy C 
Lhasungpa and journal-
ists Dichen Ongmu from 
Sikkim Express & East-
Mojo and Sandhya Subba 
from Nayuma News par-
ticipated from Sikkim.  

In the workshop, Dr 

Nancy spoke on gender 
equality in Sikkim and 
mentioned that it is bet-
ter than in some other 
north eastern states but 
there is still a long way 
to go.

“Firstly, Sikkim has 
so far remained in the 
periphery and is discon-
nected with the other 
North Eastern states. 
This meet was an oppor-
tunity to bridge that gap, 
to understand and share 
knowledge with each oth-
er. Secondly, the theme of 
the meet was ‘Generation 
Equality’. It provided a 
platform where feminists 
who have been frontrun-
ners for gender equality 
shared their experience 
with the younger gener-

ation. This, I feel, was a 
revelation since it paves 
the way for the future, 
with the younger genera-
tion taking the lead,” she 
added.

Nancy steered a ses-
sion on women’s econ-
omy alongside Dr Pam 
Rajput from Chandigarh 
where sex ratio, work 
participation rate, educa-
tion, decision and policy 
making, economy were 
some of the areas that 
were highlighted.

Likewise, Dichen 
Ongmu also spoke on the 
rising issues of the State 
– suicides, drug abuse, 
child sexual abuse, prop-
erty rights, and vague 
divorce & maintenance 
laws especially for Bhutia 
Lepcha women here.

“It was an empower-
ing opportunity for me to 
share the space with se-
nior social activists like 
Dr Pam, Roshmi Goswa-
mi, Jarjum Ete and many. 
I had just read and heard 
about them but meet-
ing and getting a chance 
to address issues of my 
State was a next-lev-
el feeling. Listening to 

women’s issues from the 
Sister states I realized 
that we are simply ig-
norant. Sikkim is in dire 
need of strong women 
organizations that will 
take up issues related to 
women seriously with-
out any political pressure 
and social barriers,” she 
said.

Chairperson North 
East Network Josho-
mayee Devi shared that 
through this consultation 
we will be able to come 
up with strategies with 
emerging challenges to 
bring development in the 
generation equality in 
Northeast and the nation 
as a whole.

CEO North East Net-
work, Monisha Behal 
highlighted how North 
East Network came into 
force which highlighted 
issues related to women 
in the region. She also 
recalled how they were 
successful in forming 
women organizations 
which raised issues con-
cerning women with GOI.

“At present with new 
liberal policies, patriar-
chal norms, and deep-

ening democratic princi-
ples. It is time for women 
organizations to have an 
ideology of democracy, 
goodwill, and collective 
thinking,” she said.

Dr Pam Rajput 
Chandigarh, Dr Rosh-
mi Goswami Shillong, 
Jarjum Ete Arunachal 
Pradesh, G Lalthanza-
mi Mizoram,  Dr Nancy 
C Lhasungpa Sikkim, Dr 
Jennifer War Meghalaya, 
Anurita P Hazarika As-
sam, Dr Sreelekha Ray 
Tripura, Enakshi Dutta 
Assam, Vijayalakshm-
Brara Manipur, Wekow-
eu Tsuhah Nagaland, 
and Rita Manchanda 
Delhi spoke on various 
issues like women and 
economy, ending vio-
lence against women, 
inclusive development 
& human rights, health 
& education, women’s 
representation & insti-
tutional mechanisms 
including enforcement 
agencies and financing 
for gender equality and 
women peace & conflict. 
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CapitalTIMES

GOVeRNMeNT OF SIKKIM
Home deParTmenT

TaSHIlInG SecreTrIaT
GanGToK

NOTICe INVITING TeNDeR
Sealed tenders are invited from individuals/organizations for running a caf-
eteria at Tashiling Secretariat Annexe Building to cater to the employees and 
visitors to the Tashiling Secretariat at Gangtok.

The Tender Document can be obtained from the Office of the Under Secre-
tary (Adm.), Home Department, Tashiling Secretariat, Gangtok (at 2nd Floor, 
Room No. F2-06) on all working days from 28th August, 2019 to 4th Septem-
ber, 2019 between 11a.m. to 4 p.m. or can be downloaded from the Home De-
partment’s website www.home.sikkim.gov.in on payments of Rs.500/- vide 
Bank receipt under Revenue Head 0070-Other Adm. Services-60 Other Ser-
vice-800-Other Recepts-03-Other Receipts-Cost of Tender form.

1. The prescribed bid form duly filled by the applicant in all respects 
should be delivered by post or by hand to the Under Secretary (Adm.), 
Home Department by 3 p.m. on 5th September, 2019.

2. The tenders will be opened on 6th September, 2019 at 11 a.m. in the 
Conference hall (4th Floor), Home Department, Tashiling Secretariat, 
Gangtok in presence of the members of Tender Committee of the Home 
Department and authorized representative(s) of the bidding parties. 
The parties will be required to meet the Committee to satisfy all mate-
rial questions pertaining to their company/firm and their modus-ope-
randi etc. and for finalization of the offer.

3. The Home Department reserves the right to accept/reject any tender 
without assigning any reasons.

Sd/-
Special Secretary

Home Department. 
R.O. No. 146/IPR/Pub/Classi./19-20 
Dated: 19.8.2019

deParTmenT oF laBour
SHram BHaWan

GOVeRNMeNT OF SIKKIM
SOKeyTHANG, TADONG- 737102

No: 252/ESIC/DL               Dated: 14/08/2019

corrIGendum
This is to inform to all concerned that the dates for the walk-in-interview adver-
tised vide no. DL/131/ESIC dated. 6/8/2019 published in local daily newspa-
pers i.e. Summit Times, Sikkim Express, Hamro Prajashakti and Anugamini may 
be read as 28th August, 2019 for the post of Medical Officer, GNM & Dresser and 
29th and 30th August, 2019 for the post of UDC (Cashier), UDC (Adm.), LDC, 
Record Keeper and Peon.

Therefore, all concerned are requested to attend the interview on 28th, 
29th and 30th August, 2019 respectively.

Inconvenience caused is regretted.

Deputy Labour Commissioner (I)
Labour Department 

R.O. No. 139/IPR/Pub/Classi./19-20 
Dated: 14.8.19

rural manaGemenT & 
DeVelOPMeNT DePARTMeNT

GOVeRNMeNT OF SIKKIM
GanGToK

Memo No.548/RM&DD/MGNREGA/19-20                           Dated: 20 /08/2019
     

noTIce  For  re-Tender 
( NIT Reference no.352/RM&DD/MGNREGA/19-20 dated 4/7/2019 )

With reference to above tender notice published in the Sikkim Her-
ald/Sikkim Express and Summit Times dated  6th July 2019 for sup-
ply of materials for MGNREGA for the year 2019-20, the date  for  
re-tender for supply of the materials under MGNREGA for the BAC, 
Mangan,North Sikkim and BAC,Martam,East Sikkim has been fixed on 
26/08/2019 and will be opened on same day at 2pm at the respective 
BDO Offices. All other terms and conditions as mentioned in NIT Memo 
No.287/RM&DD/MGNREGA dated 21/06/2019  shall remain same.

Sr.Accounts Officer-MGNREGA
RM&DD,Gangtok.

R.O. No. 152/IPR/PUB/Classi./19-20 
Dated: 20.8.2019

legal Services Camp at Vok
SummIT reProT
Namchi, 21 August:

District Legal Services 
Authority (South) 

and Taluk Legal Services 
Committee (South) in co-
ordination with the Sik-
kim State Legal Services 
Authority organized a 
Legal Services Camp at 
Nayan Tshering Lepcha 
School in Vok on 20 Aug, 
2019. 

The purpose of the 
camp was to spread 
awareness about welfare 
legislations and various 
schemes and to strength-
en the community’s ac-
cess to schemes being 
implemented by the Le-
gal Services Authority 
and other Departments 
of the Government. 

The program aimed 
at identifying and con-
necting people to wel-
fare schemes to ensure 
that fruits of the welfare 
schemes are passed to 
the eligible people. The 
program also looked 
upon understanding the 
legal needs of the people 
by addressing their legal 
problems and giving ap-
propriate legal advice. 

Today’s program fo-
cused mainly on NALSA 
(Legal Services to Disas-
ter Victim through Legal 
Services Authorities) 
Scheme, 2010.

The program was 
launched by the Chair-
person, DLSA (South), 

Jiwan Kumar Kharka in 
presence of the Secretary 
DLSA (South), Jwala D 
Thapa, South District Le-
gal  Panel Advocates, Su-
shila Thapa, BS Pradhan 
and Yashoda Rai, Medi-
cal Officer, Dr Dipshika 
Pradhan, Namchi District 
Hospital; Abisek Khar-
el, Training Officer, from 
Department of Land 
Revenue and Disaster 
Management,  (South); 
Arpana Kharthok from 
Social Welfare Depart-
ment, Sobit Chettri, from 
Jorethang Police Station, 
Sumitra Subba from BAC, 
Sikip,  Laxmi Tamang and 
Sanu Rai Para-Legal Vol-
unteer, Panchayat mem-
bers and the local gen-
tries of Vok, Omchu and 
Chumlok, South Sikkim.   

One of the highlights 
of the Camp was the 
“Oral Health Program” 
conducted by the DLSA, 
South in collaboration 
with the Colgate-Pal-
molive Company, Mum-
bai. Dr Deepshika Prad-
han provided free den-
tal check-ups to school 
students and they were 

also provided free dental 
kits provided by the Col-
gate-Palmolive Company, 
Mumbai. 

After the dental 
check-up, the students 
were also provided 
awareness on oral health 
and correct brushing 
techniques by Dr Deep-
shika Pradhan. The 
school as well as the 
staffs was also provided 
a certificate of appreci-
ation as well as a certifi-
cate of participation from 
the Colgate-Palmolive 
Company, Mumbai.

The people gathered 
there also interacted 
with the other resource 
persons and gained in-
valuable insight into the 
facilities and schemes of 
the other participatory 
departments.

There were around 
135 people who attended 
the program. The attend-
ees interacted with the 
officers and representa-
tives of the Departments 
present to address their 
problems and to procure 
appropriate advice and 
guidance. 

Training Workshop for Skill 
Development of Women at SU 

Gangtok, 21 Aug (PIB):
The department of So-
ciology, Sikkim Univer-
sity, is organizing a four-
day Training Workshop 
on Skill Development of 
Women for Employabili-
ty and Entrepreneurship 
in North East Region 
from 21 to 24 Aug, 2019. 

The inaugural session 
of the workshop held 
at the Conference Hall, 
Barad Sadan, 5th Mile, 
Gangtok, on 21 Aug, 2019 
was chaired by the Vice- 
Chancellor, Prof Avinash 
Khare.

The programme aims 
at putting increasing em-
phasis on enhancing the 
skills of the workforce 
in general and women in 
particular for enhancing 
employability, entrepre-
neurship and to facili-
tate decent employment 
in North East Region. 
It also seeks to under-
stand the world of work 
and decent employment 
and discuss appropriate 
strategies for skill devel-
opment in the informal 

sector occupations. 
The four days’ work-

shop aims at familiariz-
ing the participants with 
skill development ave-
nues and initiatives and 
situate the importance 
of skill development for 
employability, entrepre-
neurship in general and 
women in particular.

Students from the 
School of Social Sciences 
of the University, officials 
from the Government 
of Sikkim and workers’ 
representatives are par-
ticipating in the work-
shop. Course Director, P 
Amitav Kunthia, National 
Labour Institute, VV Giri, 
Noida was also present at 
the inaugural function. 

In his address, Vice- 
Chancellor, Prof Avinash 
Khare stressed on the im-
portance of skilled work-
ers and also mentioned 
that such workshops 
should be organized 
more often to encourage 
participation of women 
in the ever growing econ-
omy.

omaS calls on lok Sabha mP

SummIT rePorT
Gangtok, 21 Aug:

Executive members 
of Musicians and Ar-

tistes of Sikkim (OMAS) 
organisation met Member 
of Parliament (Lok Sabha), 
Indrahang Subba on 20 
Aug, 2019. The MP assured 
all support and enquired 
about how he could help 
OMAS in its journey of up-

lifting creative individu-
als and artists of Sikkim.

“We thank our MP, In-
drahang Subba for giving 
a patient hearing to our 
queries and for his kind 
assurances. We are also 
willing to cooperate with 
his office for betterment 
of our artistes and the 
state,” the OMAS team 
has said.

Sikkim filmmakers explore association 
with Film Federation of India

nITeSH r PradHan 
Siliguri, 21 Aug:
Members of the recently 
formed Film Associa-
tion of Sikkim met with 
the president of Film 
Federation of India, 
Firdausul Hasan, MD, 
Star Entertainment 
World Wide Pvt Ltd, TP 
Agarwal, and Secretary 
General of Film Federa-
tion, Supran Sen, in Sili-
guri today.

FAS was represented 
by Mandira Chettri and 
MD, Temi Tea, Mrinalini 
Srivastava. The meeting 

itself was coordinated by 
MD, Priya Entertainment 
Pvt Ltd, Kolkata, Arijit 
Dutta, it is informed.

The meeting agreed 
to have FAS affiliated 
with Film Federation of 
India (FFI) as soon as FAS 

is registered as a society.
FFI members will also 

be arriving in Sikkim at 
the earliest for a location. 
The meeting also decid-
ed that the first formal 
multi-stakeholder meet-
ing be held in Kolkata. 

FFI has agreed to pro-
vide technical and work-
shop support to FAS and 
extend support to stu-
dents of mass communi-
cation. They have further 
agreed to hold an inter-
national film festival in 
Sikkim in February 2020 
in collaboration with FAS.

Bhaichung scuba dives with Rijiju

SummIT rePorT
Gangtok, 21 Aug:

Hamro Sikkim Party’s 
Bhaichung Bhutia 

took part in a scuba div-
ing session in New Delhi 
with Union Minister of 
State for Sports & Youth 
Affairs Kiren Rijiju. 

This was part of an 
initiative by Mr Rijiju 
to promote adventure 
sports in India, especially 
in the North East which 
is reportedly being sup-
ported by Mr Bhutia.

Speaking over phone, 
Mr Bhutia informed that 
the MoS is promoting ad-
venture sports like scuba 
diving, mountaineering, 
rock climbing, etc. 

The adventure sports 
initiative has been taken 
up by a group of ex-army 
personnel who were part 
of the Special Forces of 
the Indian Army. They 
will be organizing pro-
motional drives in differ-
ent parts of the country 
in the coming days.



4 SummitTIMES | 22 August 2019

Condescending Arrogance
Of misdirected good intentions

Special occasions, events and schemes usually see 
newspaper desks inundated with a swarm of press 

releases, each making similar claims albeit from differ-
ent locations, and all professing similar stands and ide-
ologies, absent nuance or any hint of uniqueness. 

Some communiqués could actually qualify to be 
called cute had the talking-down condescension not 
been so worryingly common in how “local people” are 
supposedly being engaged or being made “aware”. A 
majority of the press releases are about awareness pro-
grammes on a plethora of issues and missions with the 
“beti bachao, beti padhao” campaign being the obses-
sion which has for the time being replaced the Swa-
chh Bharat campaign. Some press releases are also 
from political groups claiming to be speaking for 
the “poor, gullible and innocent” Sikkimese. From 
NGO cells of hydel project developers claiming to 
have delivered exceptional services from their CSR 
kitty, to obviously registered-for-specific-project 
‘service providers’ becoming enlightened saviours 
and managers of the ignorant natives, there is no dearth 
of agents claiming to be delivering virtuous service. 
Among the self-projected benefits of such sponsored 
projects are claims of traditional farmers being taught 
organic farming or a people among whom female infan-
ticide has never been reported, being made aware about 
the need to “beti bachao” or instances when such camps 
have supposedly brought about “greater conservation 
awareness among the local communities.” 

Such comments are made often and rarely contested, 
but in the condescension with which they are thrown 
about lies the reason why policy interventions which 
appear grand on paper, end up delivering only very 
shallow results. The problem, in most cases, is not with 
the intent because these are obviously very earnest un-
dertakings, but in the ignorance and superficiality with 
which they are executed.

The problem areas are always accurately identified, 
but it is in claims like making local communities aware 
of what is good for them that the intent gets misdirect-
ed because they suggest, for instance, that environment 
and biodiversity are being rescued from the stakehold-
ers. Examples of such bureaucratic arrogance abound. 
Look at the manner in which organic farming was pro-
moted in Sikkim. A good idea in itself, the consultants, at 
their patronising best, hold up farmers adopting organ-
ic practises as “progressive farmers”! No one asks who 
gave them the authority to dispense such titles. Who 
introduced the water-leaching carcinogens to farming 
in the first place? Similarly, local communities every-
where have evolved very refined sustainable usage 
patterns for their ecological resources, until protection 
and ownership was usurped by the State. Nowhere in 
the world have “local communities” ravaged local envi-
ronment or destabilized biodiversity; it has always been 
urban greed that has wiped out rural environment and 
lifestyle. Hence, if any genuine interventions need to be 
made to save the environment in Sikkim, they have to 
be held in Gangtok, Namchi, Jorethang, Mangan, Sing-
tam or other similarly urbanized locations, not Kitam, 
Hee-Gyathang, Khaniserbong which would do well for 
themselves and their local ecology should the urban ar-
eas keep their hands to themselves.

It is ironic that urban consultants should return as 
do-gooders telling the basti-wallahs on how to mend 
their ways. Some realisation is however dawning that 
conservation is not possible without endorsement of 
the “local communities”, but even in such agencies as 
the JFMCs, the “officers” refuse to hand over any real 
power to the stakeholders. The attitudes that underline 
these interventions are flawed, not in what they seek to 
achieve or deliver, but because they neither trust nor 
recognise rural pragmatism. There are few “awareness 
programmes” more ironic than those on the importance 
of panchayati raj for Panchayat members themselves; 
they are already aware of it, these sessions should be for 
government officers who still appear confused about 
what “public servant” means, and how that is a rung low-
er than “public representative”. This piece, even though 
it might not appear to be so, is not about babu-bashing, 
but a condemnation of the education system that cre-
ates such disconnected minds and then places executive 
power in their hands. What is required is not “greater 
conservation awareness”, because that is already in 
place, but more awareness about global realities which 
are intruding into rural spaces. The forest resources are 
not under threat from local communities, but are im-
periled by the greed manifesting in places further away. 
Sikkim’s medicinal herbs are not being over-harvested 
by local stakeholders for kitchen-cures, but, if at all, for 
the pharma-mafia. Stakeholders need awareness about 
these threats that have developed beyond their line of 
sight, they will devise their own checks and balances 
for them. Ditto for the Panchayats; tell them where 
they fit into the State-level scheme of things, and they 
will stand up to the roles. Say sorry to the farmers and 
tell them they can revert to organic farming and they 
will adapt well. Just recognise the traditional knowl-
edge base and respect rural pragmatism and factor 
these into all planning and most of the glitches and 
superficiality that compromise development plan-
ning will be taken care of.

‘We die together’: Hong Kong protests are 
being driven by a fearless young generation

Still sneezing? climate change may prolong allergy season
CeCIlIA SIeRRA-HeReDIA
theconversation.com

Every year, without fail, summer 
brings changes to our surround-

ings: more sunlight, heat, greenness 
and flowers, among many others. 
For some people, these changes also 
mean increasing physical discomfort 
because along with the flowers, trees 
and grass comes pollen.

The discomfort caused by pollen 
can be felt by many people, like wa-
tery eyes or a stuffy nose. More often 
than not, people first turn to the in-
ternet to find out what their symp-
toms mean and to identify some pos-
sible options for relief.

At its core, an allergic reaction 
means that our immune system is 
overreacting to a foreign particle that 
may be harmless otherwise. In some 
cases, the immune system deploys a 
defence, producing symptoms of air-
way irritation that resemble a cold, 
including a runny nose, watering 
eyes, fatigue and trouble breathing.

Even though the symptoms of an 
allergic reaction or an asthma attack 
are mostly felt in the respiratory sys-
tem, they have been linked to other 
health conditions like myocardial 
infarctions and earlier deliveries in 
pregnant women.

As shown in this Google Trends 
result, searches for the term “season-
al allergies” in Canada tend to spike 
around the same dates as the pollen 
concentrations in the air do: around 
the third week of April.
mulTIPle Pollen SeaSonS

In our 2018 review of aeroaller-
gens in Canada, we described how 
pollen seasons for weeds, trees and 
grasses have different start and end 
dates. Roughly, the seasons for 
most of the pollen that cause aches 
and irritation start around spring, 
with the exception of weeds — 
like ragweed — that tend to blos-
som in late summer.

Plant flowering depends on many 
environmental factors, such as hu-
midity or minimum temperature, so 
it’s hard to pinpoint a national start 
date for the pollen seasons. It’s more 
likely that different places will ex-
perience pollen seasons that match 
their particular range of tempera-
tures, flora and other aspects of their 
geography.

Because pollen concentrations 
depend so much on the environmen-
tal conditions that surround the plant 
that produces it, many changes in the 
environment can affect pollen con-
centrations and pollen seasons.

Climate change is already altering 
flowering seasons worldwide and in 
turn, creating longer pollen seasons. 
The dates that were traditionally 
considered the start and end of pol-
len seasons have become obsolete 
because the seasons are generally 
starting earlier and ending later.

Currently, in Canada, we breathe 
pollen for more days than before 
and, for those of us whose immune 
systems tend to overreact, we suffer 
from physical symptoms for longer 
stretches of time.
INDIVIDUAl DIFFeReNCeS

In addition to the environmental 
differences, we must consider indi-
vidual differences too. Not everyone 
is affected by pollen in the same de-
gree; for some people, the pollen 
season might go unnoticed if not 
for the change in scenery. However, 
for people whose immune systems 
have been sensitized to the allergen-
ic proteins in pollen, the increased 
amounts of pollen in the air triggers 
very specific symptoms.

The immune system is responsi-
ble for our bodies’ response to pollen 
and reacts to perceived threats in a 
continuum that goes from dimin-
ished responses, like in immunocom-
promised individuals, to no physical 
reaction and then to heightened re-
sponses (allergies).

Because there is no known single 
cause for the development of aller-
gies, it’s impossible to suggest a solu-
tion to protect oneself. However, for 
people who already suffer from aller-
gies, some actions are known to be 
effective in decreasing the discomfort 
caused by their symptoms:

- Be aware of the pollen con-
centrations in your area and 
stay indoors when they are 
high.

- Take a shower or a bath 
before bedtime in order to 
avoid inhaling the pollen 
that might remain in your 
hair and body after going 
outdoors.

- If you have been diagnosed 
with allergies (or asthma), or 
even if you have not been di-

agnosed but have felt symp-
toms in the past, schedule a 
consultation with your pri-
mary care provider before 
pollen season starts. In this 
appointment you can discuss 
potential actions to prevent 
your symptoms and, maybe 
even plan to use over-the-
counter or prescription med-
ications.

- Consider allergy testing. This 
can pinpoint the allergen 
causing your symptoms and 
help in the treatment plan 
your physician will design 
with you.

- Use air conditioners or a 
high-efficiency particulate 
air (HEPA) filter in your 
house, or in the rooms where 
you spend most of your of-
time. These filters have prov-
en to be useful for pollen as 
well as for the smoke caused 
during the wildfire season, 
which in some Canadian cit-
ies runs parallel to the last 
leg of the pollen season.

Even with the changes that climate 
change is already causing — and will 
continue to cause in the near future — 
pollen season still happens every year.

Taking a proactive stance and 
learning about your allergies and 
how pollen might affect you is a first 
step in controlling your symptoms, 
allowing you a more enjoyable spring, 
summer and fall outdoors.

[the writer is Lecturer, 
Simon Fraser University]

malTe PHIllIPP KaedInG
theconversation.com

As the protests in Hong Kong enter their elev-
enth straight week, it’s not uncommon to see 

teenagers dressed in full battle gear. When I was in 
Hong Kong in mid August, I encountered a group of 
young people, including some who looked as young 
as 14, on their way to a late-night protest wearing 
face masks and protective gear. I saw them behave 
in a way that suggested they didn’t care about the 
consequences of protesting.

Many of the young people protesting in Hong 
Kong talk online about feeling they have little to 
lose. For many, this seems like their generation’s 
chance to fight the overwhelming influence of Chi-
na on Hong Kong’s way of life.

Demonstrators continue to impress the world 
with their enormous mobilisation. Organisers esti-
mated 1.7m people attended a peaceful mass rally 
on August 18, which made it the second largest in 
the Special Administrative Region’s history. Turn-
out wasn’t affected by torrential rain, or the severe 
limitations authorities placed on protest sites and 
routes.

The latest peaceful protests keep up pressure 
on the Hong Kong and Beijing governments, which 
are still hoping the movement will fizzle out, as the 
previous protests of the Umbrella Movement did 
back in 2014.

It’s possible the authorities were waiting for 
violent behaviour from some of the protesters’ 
more radical factions to give them a pretext to 
deploy drastic police measures, or even an inter-
vention by forces from mainland China. Nothing 
like this happened.

Instead, calls for a calm and peaceful protest 
on LIHKG, one of the main online platforms used 
by the protesters to organise and communicate, 
suggest that the leaderless movement is capable of 
moderating between its different factions.

The previous week was one of the most dra-
matic of the protests so far. Activists defied restric-
tions and bans on demonstrations on the weekend 
of August 10 and 11, opting for rallies and events at 
several places across the territory.

On that Sunday, I was in Hong Kong and ob-
served a protest march in Kowloon from Sham Shui 
Po to Cheung Sha Wan. It was very well attended 
by citizens from all ages and backgrounds, though 
young people wearing facemasks to disguise their 

identity were in the relative majority. The protest 
that afternoon was illegal, yet peaceful and well or-
ganised. 

I saw the participants providing water and 
rubbish bags, and demonstrators making way for 
vehicles travelling on the roads. Onlookers and 
bystanders cheered protesters on and young 
vendors from South Asian ethnic-minority back-
grounds handed out free soft drink cartons of 
lemon or chrysanthemum tea. After the march 
arrived at its end point, the Cheung Sha Wan MTR 
underground station, a group of young masked 
activists hid behind umbrellas and quickly as-
sembled roadblocks. Within minutes, the police 
reacted by firing tear gas.
TenSIonS rISInG

It had already become clear that Hong Kong’s 
police had prepared an escalation of their counter 
measures. On that same Sunday, the police resort-
ed to using tear gas inside MTR stations. They de-
ployed undercover officers dressed as protesters 
to make arrests, which undermined the high level 
of trust among protesters, at least temporarily. It 
also emerged that a woman was shot that day with 
an apparent beanbag round at a parallel protest in 
Tsim Sha Tsui, causing a rupture of her right eye.

This new level of police violence was con-
demned by the UN High Commissioner for Human 
Rights, Michelle Bachelet. Protesters reacted to the 
violence by escalating action further and staged 
mass sit-ins and blockages of the airport on the 
following two days which brought air travel to a 
standstill. The protesters achieved their goal of 
gaining significant international attention. I saw 
some speaking flawless English, handing out infor-
mation pamphlets at major traffic hubs in the city, 
targeting overseas travellers and apologising for 
the inconvenience caused by the protests.

Yet there were clashes with the police and pro-
testers did attack a mainland Chinese journalist 
who failed to show his press card, which tarnished 
the international image of the demonstration. This 
presented the movement with a major challenge 
as gaining international attention for the protests 
have been an important strategy from the very 
beginning. The idea is that international pressure 
will push the Hong Kong government to start en-
gaging with the demonstrators and agree to their 
demands, which include the complete withdrawal 
of a controversial extradition bill and an indepen-
dent inquiry into police behaviour.

The goal of the peaceful protests on August 18 
was to regain international support. The Chinese 
authorities realised this and engaged in counter 
propaganda and mobilisation internationally, while 
at the same time trying to scare Hong Kongers with 
military drills a few kilometres beyond the border 
in Shenzhen.
FearleSS

The most radical of the young protesters are 
unlikely to be deterred by threat of intervention 
from Chinese paramilitary forces. Many feel they 
have little to lose. Aged roughly between 14 and 20, 
these young people have realised that Hong Kong’s 
political and economic system is deeply unfair, and 
all odds are stacked against them. They don’t want 
to defend Hong Kong’s status quo. Many were fear-
less about the consequences of their actions, driv-
en by anger over police brutality and government 
incompetence.

In the online forums used by the movement, 
protesters discuss ideas of a scorched-earth poli-
cy, by which they mean provoking an economic 
crash. Forum administrators have names rough-
ly translated as “I want to die/burn with you” 
and slogans such as “if we burn, you burn with 
us” are frequent. One post from early July, about 
the storming of the Legislative Assembly build-
ing, had the title “We die together”.

This radical faction had their political awaken-
ing in the aftermath of the 2014 Umbrella Move-
ment when activists, known as “localists”, called 
for direct actions to bring about change. Their 
hope was the fight against rapid economic and 
social integration with China, for real universal 
suffrage and autonomy or even independence 
for Hong Kong. But much of the leadership of the 
localist movement was either imprisoned or in 
exile, many young protesters now feel that their 
future is at stake.

The high price young activists have already 
paid, of arrest injury or both, during the protests 
reinforces their fearlessness. It’s unlikely that they 
will be satisfied with anything other than real change. 
On August 20, Hong Kong’s chief executive promised 
to create a “platform for dialogue” between the pro-
testers and authorities. But it’s not clear yet whether 
the Hong Kong and Beijing governments are willing 
to give way, or whether they are prepared to further 
alienate an entire generation.

[the writer is Lecturer in International 
Politics, University of Surrey]
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“CHALISWA” 
(PRAYER MEETING)

The Holy Quran recitation (Religious Perform) 
after forty days of death of late Mrs. NAD-
RA KHATOON, who left for 
heavenly abode on 24th July 
2019(Wednesday), falls on 31st 
August 2019(Saturday) shall 
be held at Marut Bhawan, 
Namchi Bazaar, South Sikkim.

“AMEEN”
Maniul Haque Ansari(Hus-

band), Naseema Bano  & Rubina Anjum(Daugh-
ters) Mohshin Raza (son).

Time: 10:00 am onwards

Contact: 9475077786.
(Meraaj Complex, Central Park 
Namchi Bazaar, South Sikkim). 

Assam Cong charges PM with diverting 
people’s attention from economic slowdown

Govt to amend MMDR Act to 
expedite exploration of coal

Helicopter service re-launched in manipur

IIT KGP to steer eu-funded project 
for treatment, reuse of  wastewater

Kolkata, Aug 21 (PTI): 
Indian Institute of Tech-
nology, Kharagpur 
will steer a European 
Union-funded project to 
evolve technologies for 
reusing wastewater after 
treating it.

IIT Kharagpur is the 
lead Indian partner of 
the multi-institutional, 
multi-crore Saraswati 2.0 
project for treatment and 
reuse of water, a state-
ment issued by the insti-
tute on Wednesday said.

The project is being 
funded by the European 
Union and the Govern-
ment of India’s Depart-
ment of Science and 
Technology and the De-
partment of Biotechnol-
ogy, it said.

It aims to identify 
the best available and af-
fordable technologies for 
wastewater treatment 
and to provide solutions 
to the challenges of wa-
ter use in both rural and 
urban areas.

As part of the project, 
three water treatment 
plants will be set up at 
the IIT Kharagpur cam-
pus to treat wastewater 
and make them fit for use 
in irrigation.

“We will test different 
technologies at the three 

plants and evaluate their 
effectiveness,” said Prof 
Makarand Madhao Ghan-
grekar of the institute’s 
Aditya Choubey Center 
for Re-water Research.

The plants will be 
commissioned by Janu-
ary 2020, he said.

Seven such plants 
will be also set up in 

the other partner Indi-
an institutes, which are 
IIT Madras, IIT Bhu-
baneswar, IIT Roorkee, 
NITIE Mumbai, MNIT 
Jaipur and TERI School 
of Advanced Studies.

IIT Kharagpur will 
manage the project along 
with its lead European 
partner, BOKU (Univer-

sity of Natural Resources 
and Life Sciences, Vien-
na), the statement said.

They will execute the 
project in collaboration 
with several European 
institutes.

Saraswati 2.0 builds 
on the Saraswati project 
of 2012 -17, which was 
also jointly funded by the 

European Commission 
and Indian government’s 
Department of Science 
and Technology.

The project has been 
selected under the EU-In-
dia joint call on research 
and innovation for water.

It will lead to transfer 
of European technolo-
gies to India, which could 
then be tested and cus-
tomised according to In-
dian needs at an afford-
able cost, the statement 
said. The target is to not 
only facilitate exchange 
of technologies but also 
use them for benefiting 
the Indian population 
once they are tried and 
tested, it said.

The project assumes 
significance as untreated 
domestic and municipal 
wastewater has become 
a major source of wa-
ter and environmental 
pollution. Treatment 
of wastewater not only 
prevents pollution of the 
water sources but also 
provides a valuable ad-
ditional source of water 
supply, it said.

The statement said 
treated wastewater can 
be used for irrigation 
or for non-potable pur-
poses such as flushing 
of toilets.

Kolkata, Aug 21 (PTI): 
The Centre is in the 
process of bringing 
an amendment to the 
MMDR Act to do away 
with the need of the state 
governments’ seeking 
prior approval for giv-
ing out mining leases, 
Coal Secretary Sumanta 
Chaudhuri said here on 
Wednesday.

A bill for bringing the 
amendment to the Mines 
and Minerals Develop-
ment and Regulation Act 
will be introduced in the 
next session of Parlia-
ment, he said.

“The drafting of the 
bill for amendment of 
the MMDR Act is in the 
process and will be intro-
duced in the next session 
of Parliament,” Chaudhu-
ri said at a stakeholders’ 
consultation organised 

by the coal ministry and 
FICCI here.

He said the alloca-
tion of coal blocks is 
within the domain of 
the Union goevrnment 
but the state govern-
ments do have a say.

“The role of the state 
governments is limited in 
this regard. States are re-
quired to seek prior ap-
proval from the Centre. 
We are now in the pro-
cess of amending this”, 
he said.

According to him, this 
would expedite the pro-
cess of coal exploration 
in the country.

The government 
would go for forward 
auction in tranches 
during October and No-
vember this year for 
allotment of 46 coal 
blocks having a reserve 

potential of around 100 
million tonnes.

After the amendment 
of the MMDR Act, explo-
ration of these 46 blocks 
would come to fruition 
in four to five years 
and this will reduce the 
quantum of coal imports 
into India, the Coal Min-
istry’s Joint secretary 
Ashis Upadhyaya.

“Without the amend-
ment of the Act, explo-
ration from these blocks 
would have taken seven 
to eight years”, he added.

Chaudhuri also said 
that entire mining ap-
proval plan would be dig-
italised as well.

The basic premise 
of amending the Act is 
to revamp the system of 
getting clearances in the 
mining sector and this is 
one way to plug the gaps.

Imphal, Aug 21 (PTI): 
Manipur Chief Minister N 
Biren Singh on Wednes-
day re-launched helicop-
ter service in the state, 
with a chopper covering 
222 km from Imphal In-
ternational Airport here 
to Jiribam near the As-
sam-Manipur border in 
less than 30 minutes.

The facility, launched 
by a private firm which 
signed an MoU with state 
transport department to 
fly its copters till March 31 
next year, comes after PSU 
Pawan Hans discontinued 
its services in the state in 
February without citing any 
reason after launching it in 
September last year.

The Chief Minister, while 
speaking on the occasion, 

emphasised the need for 
more helicopter services in 
the state where 90 per cent 
of the area comprises hilly 
terrain and several interior 
areas are inaccessible.

“The helicopter ser-
vices will be extended to 
Indo- Myanmar border 
town of Moreh, Tamen-

glong and other remote 
areas of the state,” he 
said. The chief minister 
said a direct flight from 
Imphal to neighbouring 
Myanmar’s Mandalay is on 
the cards, besides increase 
in the number of flights 
from the Manipur capital to 
other parts of India. 

Guwahati, Aug 21 (PTI): 
The Congress in Assam 
on Wednesday accused 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi of diverting 
the attention of the peo-
ple from the economic 
slowdown by bringing 
up issues such as Article 
370, triple talaq and Ram 
Mandir. There are signs 
of severe slowdown in 
the Indian economy un-
der the Narendra Modi 
government, state Con-
gress president Ripun 
Bora told a press confer-
ence here.

The GDP growth 
rate has declined to 5.8 
per cent between Jan-
uary-March this year, 
inflation rate is 3.2 per 
cent, Bora claimed.

Tax revenue has de-

clined, unemployment 
rate is high and real es-
tate and automobile sec-
tors have nearly stalled, 
the Congress leader said.

“The prime minister 
is bringing up issues like 
Art 370, triple talaq and 
Ram Mandir to divert the 
attention of the people 
from the economic slow-
down,” Bora alleged.

He also quoted a glob-
al economic organisation 
report which asserted 
that a great depression 

will hit India in the next 
six months.

Bora said, “There is 
over six per cent rate of 
unemployment which is 
the highest in the last 45 
years. There is also huge 
job loss since the demon-
etisation. Ten lakh jobs 
are estimated to be lost 
in the next two months.”

Former Prime Minis-
ter Dr Manmohan Singh 
had termed Modi’s eco-
nomic policy as a “mon-
umental failure”, he said.

PIB tweet on Netaji’s death 
welcomed by nephew

SudIPTo cHoWdHury
Kolkata, Aug 21 (PTI): 
The Press Information 
Bureau’s tweet announc-
ing August 18 as the 
death anniversary of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose has been welcomed 
by one of his grandneph-
ews, author Ashis Ray.

Ray said that investi-
gations by him between 
1987 and 1995 had con-
firmed the charismatic 
freedom fighter’s death 
in a plane crush in Taipei 
on August 18 in 1945.

The Centre in reply to 
an RTI in 2017 had con-
firmed that Netaji had 
died on that day, he said.

The PIB of the Gov-
ernment of India had 
made an announcement 
on August 18 acknowl-
edging Subhas Chandra 
Bose’s death on that day. 
I welcome it, Ray told PTI 
from London over the 
telephone on Wednes-
day. The PIB had on 
Sunday tweeted, “#PIB 
remembers the great 
freedom fighter Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose 
on his death anniversa-
ry. #Netaji #subhash-
chandrabose.”

It was withdrawn af-
ter protests by a section 
of Netaji’s family.

Ray, academician 
Sugata Bose and his 
mother Krishna Bose, 
both former parliamen-
tarians, are among the 
family members who are 
of the opinion that Bose 
died in the air crash.

I had taken my find-
ings to the then Indian 
prime minister P V Nara-
simha Rao, who through 
his then external affairs 
minister Pranab Mukher-
jee had attempted to 
bring Bose’s ashes from 
Tokyo (where they are 
allegedly preserved) to 
India, but without suc-
cess, Ray said.

After more evidence 
came into my posses-
sion I launched a website 
www.bosefiles.info (now 
withdrawn) in 2015 with 
the facts backed by doc-
umentary proof. I then 

penned Laid to Rest: The 
Controversy Over Subhas 
Chandra Boses Death, he 
said.

He also dismissed the 
demands of family mem-
bers, including Chandra 
Kumar Bose, the West 
Bengal BJP vice-presi-
dent, for conducting DNA 
tests on the remains of 
Netaji. No DNA test has 
been carried out on Ne-
taji’s ashes and this is 
unnecessary, because the 
evidence is overwhelm-
ing, he pointed out.

Chandra Bose and 
family members who 
share his views had 
urged Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi to form 
a special investiagting 
team to unravel the mys-
tery surrounding the 
nationalist leader’s dis-
appearance over seven 
decades ago.

The SIT should con-
duct the DNA test on 
the ashes stored at the 
Renkoji temple in To-
kyo, they demanded and 
urged Modi to speak 
to Japanese premier 
Shinzo Abe to ensure 
that files held by that 
country’s government 
are declassified to unrav-
el the mystery.

Ray asserted that 
there was no mystery 
about Netaji’s disappear-
ance. “There is only a 
man made controversy. 
It has been negligence 
on the part of the Indian 
government and igno-
rance or mischief on the 
part of others. Either way 
not to bring his remains 
to India has been great 
disrespect to Netaji”.

He said that the only 
person with legal and 
moral authority on con-
ducting DNA tests is Ne-
tajis only child and heir 
Professor Anita Bose 
Pfaff. She (Anita) not 
only accepts the fact of 
her father’s death as a 
result of the air accident, 
but wants his remains to 
be brought to India for 
a final disposal, namely 
immersion in the Ganga, 
he said.  
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aIFF eyes football renaissance 
with ‘Baby leagues’

PHIlem dIPaK SInGH
New Delhi, Aug 21 (PTI): From 
the Kashmir Valley to the north 
eastern corner of Lunglei, ‘Baby 
Leagues’ are mushrooming all 
across India with the national 
football federation’s backing to 
catch them as young as six and 
lay the foundation for a “better 
future” for the sport.

Launched in September last 
year, Baby Leagues have been 
a hit in the Kashmir Valley, 
Mizoram, Bengal, Tamil Nadu 
and Maharashtra. States like 
Gujarat, Kerala, Karnataka and 
Punjab are also catching up with 
the trend.

Baby Leagues are organised 
in seven age groups of Under-6, 
Under-7, Under-8, Under-9, Un-
der-10, Under-11 and Under-12.

The number of participating 
children reached 21,471 last 
year itself and it rose to 43,575 
this year, according to the fig-
ures provided by the All India 
Football Federation (AIFF).

The number of registered 
teams was 5,335 last year while 
21,130 matches were played in 
all. The AIFF decided to rechris-
ten the initiative as ‘Golden Baby 
League’ from this year onwards 
and the first edition was held in 
Meghalaya recently.

Last year, the AIFF gave a 
subsidy of Rs 85,000 each to 
Baby Leagues of 99 age groups 
run by 30 license holders, from 
the USD 250,000 fund sanc-
tioned by world football govern-
ing body FIFA under its Forward 
Programme.

“We need to create a compet-
itive environment in which the 
players are developing their cre-
ativity, self-expression, passion 
of the game and discovering the 
value of friendship throughout 
the team. That was the idea of 
these Baby Leagues,” AIFF Tech-
nical Director Isac Doru told PTI.

“The formative years of 
a child have always been the 
bedrock of a successful foot-
balling culture. The AIFF is now 
stressing to popularise the sport 

among the kids. We aim to have 
every kid playing football espe-
cially from ages U-6 to U-12. The 
more they play, the more Indian 
football will benefit,” AIFF Gen-
eral Secretary Kushal Das said.

The Kashmir Valley conduct-
ed 15 Baby Leagues last year 
with kids of under-11 category 
taking their first steps towards 
‘The Beautiful Game’.

These 15 leagues were run 
by five license-holders -- Inter-
national School Baby League 
and Presentation Convent Baby 
League in Srinagar, ETIHAD 
Baby League at Pulwama, DFA 
Kulgam Baby League and Sanc-
torum Baby League at Sopore.

Two leagues -- one each in 
Srinagar and Kulgam -- were ex-
clusively for girls.

“We have received great re-
sponse not only from Srinagar 
but from everywhere in Jammu 
and Kashmir, may be because of 
Real Kashmir’s performance in 
the I-League,” J&K Development 
Officer Bilal Punjabi said.

“A Baby League in Baramulla 
is in the pipeline,” he added.

In Pulwama, where more 
than 40 CRPF personnel died 

in a terrorist attack in February, 
two Baby Leagues were run in 
quick succession last year with 
192 kids across U-9, U-10 and 
U-11 age groups participating in 
168 matches.

“We had conducted a snow 
league also which was an instant 
hit among the kids. As per FIFA 
guidelines, we used red paint 
for line-marking and fluorescent 
yellow ball. Almost 200 kids 
poured in for the snow league as 
well as the regular one,” added 
Punjabi, who is one of the 11 de-
velopment officers appointed by 
the AIFF across the country.

“Kulgam is one of the trou-
bled areas but when we need-
ed (to run the Baby League) 
it delivered big time. 189 kids 
who were divided into eight 
teams across U-9, U-10 and 
U-11 age groups, played 168 
matches,” he said.

There is another Baby 
League in Ladakh in four age 
groups, which also got subsidy 
from the AIFF.

For U-6 kids, it is three-a-
side match divided into four 
quarters of six minutes each 
with a two-minute break in be-

tween. For U-7 and U-8 kids, It 
can be 4 vs 4 or 5 vs 5 in two 
halves of 12 minutes each with 
a four-minute break in between.

The number of players each 
side can go up to 11 in U-11 and 
U-12 and they play in two halves 
of 25 minutes each with an 
eight-minute break in between.

Till U-9 or 7 vs 7, there is 
no goalkeeper and the maxi-
mum goalposts dimension is 
1.82x1.22m.

The recommended match-
es per day is three till U-9 
and maximum match days per 
week is two. The fields are 
smaller, starting from 10x15m 
to 12x20m size for 3 vs 3 match-
es for U-6 kids.

The Baby Leagues are regis-
tered through an app run by the 
AIFF. The operators are given 
license by the AIFF after con-
sultation with the concerned 
state association which in-
spects the ground and capacity 
of the organisers.

The operators have to con-
duct at least three age-group 
leagues and have at least 
eight teams registered to get 
an AIFF license.

10-men Ajax struggles to draw 
in champions league qualifying

FIFA appoints 
emergency committee 

to run Egyptian football
lausanne, Aug 21 (AFP): 
With Egyptian football in 
chaos following the sud-
den departure of the na-
tional federation’s lead-
ership, FIFA on Tuesday 
appointed a temporary 
committee to take over.

Hani Abou Rida, the 
president of the Egyp-
tian Football Associa-
tion (EFA), resigned last 
month immediately after 
the hosts’ shock elimina-
tion from the African Cup 
of Nations taking the rest 
of the board with him 
and “sacking” his techni-
cal staff.

The governing body 
of world football said it 
had appointed a “nor-
malisation committee” to 
“run the daily affairs” of 
the EFA and “to organise 
and conduct elections of 
a new EFA board.” It had 

until the end of July 2020 
to complete its work.

The five members 
still had to pass a FIFA 
background check, said a 
statement.

Egyptian football 
was beset by problems 
during Rida’s three-
year reign.

The decision to use 
Grozny in Chechnya as 
a base for the Pharaohs 
disastrous 2018 World 
Cup campaign, drew 
criticism.

Star striker Mohamed 
Salah accused the feder-
ation of misusing his im-
age inside the country.

On the eve of the Af-
rica Cup of Nations, the 
reinstatement of a play-
er who had been banned 
following sexual harass-
ment charges provoked 
further criticism.

Indian men’s hockey team hammers 
NZ 5-0 to win Olympic Test Event

Kallicharan 
to be mentor 
of Puducherry 
team
Chennai, Aug 21 (PTI): 
Legendary West Indies 
cricketer Alvin Kallicha-
ran will be the mentor of 
the Puducherry team for 
the upcoming domes-
tic season while out-
of-favour India bowler 
R Vinay Kumar will be 
part of the squad as a 
guest player.

Former Karnataka 
batsman J Arun Kumar 
will be the head coach 
while D Rohit will lead 
the side in all formats, 
Cricket Association 
of Pondicherry (CAP) 
sources said. Kallicha-
ran, a stylish left-hander, 
featured in 66 Tests and 
31 ODIs and was part 
of the West Indies team 
that won the inaugural 
World Cup in 1975.

“Kallicharan will 
mentor the men’s and 
women’s teams in all cat-
egories in Puducherry. 
His presence will inspire 
cricketers here and hope 
they will benefit by pick-
ing his brains,” a CAP official 
said. “Vinay Kumar is set 
to join the Puducherry 
team after the conclusion 
of the Karnataka Premier 
League,” added the official.

Apart from Vinay, 
former Tamil Nadu bats-
man K B Arun Karthik 
and Himachal Pradesh’s 
Paras Dogra are also the 
guest players.

The team is set to 
participate in the Vizzy 
Trophy to kick off prepa-
rations for the upcoming 
domestic season.

Vinay, who played 
one Test, 31 ODIs and 
nine T20Is for India, led 
Karnataka to two Ranji 
Trophy titles (in 2013-
’14 and 2014-’15).

He had a stellar 15-
year career for Karna-
taka and also led them 
to victories in the Vijay 
Hazare Trophy, taking 
459 wickets from 130 
first-class games.

The official said the 
presence of Arun Karthik 
and Dogra adds solidity to 
the squad, which is a blend 
of experience and youth.

World Test C’Ship: Kohli’s 
India gear up for red ball 
challenge on tricky track

North Sound (Anti-
gua), Aug 21 (PTI): A 
perfect combination and 
a winning start will be 
foremost on skipper Vi-
rat Kohli’s mind when 
India take on West Indies 
in their inaugural World 
Test Championship open-
er here on Thursday.

A win in the opening 
Test will be the 27th for 
Kohli as skipper and will 
put him on even keel 
with his predecessor 
Mahendra Singh Dhoni. 
A century in the game 
(19th as captain) will 
place him on par with 
Ricky Ponting.

On paper, a batting 
line-up that has Kohli, 
Cheteshwar Pujara, KL 
Rahul, Rohit Sharma and 
Rishabh Pant in the ranks 
should be termed clear 
favourites but this West 
Indies team, led by Jason 
Holder, is no pushover.

England found that 
out the hard way at the 
start of the year when 
they lost a Test series 1-2 
in some of the most lively 
pitches on the Caribbean 
islands in recent times.

One such pac-
er-friendly wicket was 
at the Sir Vivian Rich-
ards Stadium in Antigua 
where Kohli and his men 
will be facing the Wind-
ies first up.

“People have been 
talking about Test crick-
et not being relevant or 
dying down. For me, the 
competition has gone 
up two-fold the last cou-
ple of years. It’s up to 
the players to take the 
challenge and go for vic-
tories,” Kohli said about 
the inaugural edition of 
the World Test Champi-
onship. “The games are 
going to be much more 
competitive and it brings 
a lot of purpose to the 
Test matches you play. 
It’s the right move and at 
the absolute right time,” 
Kohli said.

The last Test played 
here saw England scor-
ing 187 and 132 but that 
was a different time of 
the year.

Nevertheless, Kohli 
and head coach Ravi 
Shastri, who recently 
got a fresh contract, will 
be wary of the challenge 
that can be posed by 
the new ball pair of Ke-
mar Roach and Shannon 
Gabriel along with Ja-
son Holder bowling his 
steady seam-up spells.

If there is pace and 
bounce, Kohli is likely to 

go with four specialist 
bowlers in which Rav-
ichandran Ashwin and 
Kuldeep Yadav will be 
fighting for the lone spin-
ner’s slot.

The three pacers, 
in all likelihood, will be 
Jasprit Bumrah, Ishant 
Sharma and Mohammed 
Shami.

However, it is the bat-
ting combination that 
will be the skipper’s pri-
mary worry and if he can 
get it right, that will be 
considered as a tactical 
victory.

In an ideal situation, 
if Hardik Pandya was 
available, Kohli would 
have been tempted to 
drop one among Rohit 
Sharma and Ajinkya Rah-
ane but given the recent 
record of West Indies in 
Tests, he might go in with 
an extra batsman which 
means both will feature 
in the playing XI.

If a green-top is pro-
vided and Kohli still goes 
with five bowlers which 
includes Ravindra Jade-
ja as an all-rounder, it 
could well be a toss-up 
between the two Mum-
baikars.

The other issue will 
be at the top of the order 
as to who will open with 
Mayank Agarwal.

The common logic 
says KL Rahul, who is 
a specialist opener, but 
Hanuma Vihari was sent 
to do the fire-fighting in 
Australia and it would 
be unfair to not give him 
another opportunity 
against a relatively easier 
pace attack.

The West Indies team 
in the Test format has 
been an understated one 
with players who have 
more talent than what 
the numbers currently 
show. In Shai Hope, John 
Campbell and Shimron 
Hetmyer, they have the 
three talented young-
sters. Roston Chase, 
during the 2016 series 
against India, had thwart-
ed Ashwin for a whole 
fifth day in Kingston after 
West Indies were staring 
at an innings defeat. In 
addition to that, he is a 
steady off-spinner with 
50 Test wickets.

Darren Bravo is their 
most experienced bats-
man with 52 Tests and 
nearly 3500 runs under 
his belt. However, the 
kind of talent he is, an 
average of 38 plus with 
only eight hundreds 
doesn’t justify that. 

Tokyo, Aug 21 (PTI): The Indian 
men’s hockey team won the Olympic 
Test event here on Wednesday, beating 
New Zealand 5-0 to avenge the loss it 
endured in their round robin clash.

Captain Harmanpreet Singh 
(7th minute) set the ball rolling be-
fore Shamsher Singh (18th minute), 
Nilakanta Sharma (22nd minute), 
Gursahibjit Singh (26th minute) and 
Mandeep Singh (27th minute) scored 
for India at the Oi Hockey Stadium here.

India had lost 1-2 to New Zealand 
earlier in round robin league-stage.

“We played very well. We managed 
to score our opportunities at the start 
of the game,” Harmanpreet said after 
the triumph.

“I think the final was always going 
to be tough, we lost to New Zealand ear-
lier. But we had been having practice 
sessions after that and worked on our 
mistakes to win today,” he added.

Both teams began the match on a 
cautious note by turning over the ball in 
the mid-field. India won a penalty cor-
ner in the seventh minute, but couldn’t 
capitalise on the opportunity.

However, skipper Harmanpreet 
didn’t miss out on a re-awarded penalty 
corner. He executed a perfect dragflick 
to put India in the lead.

The Indian team continued to hold 

possession and put tremendous pres-
sure on the New Zealand defense as 
they ended the first quarter at 1-0.

Shamsher scored India’s second 
goal through a penalty corner in the 
18th minute.

New Zealand managed to make only 
two circle entries in the second quarter 
as the Indian team scored three more 
goals. Nilakanta found the back of the 
net in the 22nd minute before Gursa-
hibjit and Mandeep scored in quick 
succession.

Vivek Prasad intercepted the ball 
brilliantly to assist a goal for Gursahib-
jit and Mandeep converted a penalty 
corner just before the half-time whistle.

After an action-packed first half, the 
intensity dropped from both sides. New 
Zealand tried to make a few inroads in 
the third quarter as they took a shot in 
the 37th minute which went wide of the 
post. Jarmanpreet Singh saved a penalty 
corner in the next minute as India and 
New Zealand played out a goalless quar-
ter but the former held the lead at 5-0.

In the last quarter, India ensured 
they stayed in the lead and didn’t allow 
New Zealand to break through their de-
fense throughout the match.

India’s attacking approach in the 
match paid off as they walked off the 
pitch as winners of the competition.

Nicosia (Cyprus), Aug 
21 (AP): Ajax face a fight 
to qualify for the Cham-
pions League group stage 
after they clung on for a 
tense 0-0 draw in searing 
heat away to Apoel Nico-
sia in the first leg of their 
play-off tie.

Last year’s semi-fi-
nalists have managed 
to keep the bulk of their 
team together, with Mat-
thijs de Ligt and Frenkie 
de Jong the only major 
departures, and fielded 
seven of the players who 
started the second leg of 
their dramatic semi-fi-
nal against Tottenham 
in May. Despite a bright 
start, they were indebt-
ed to their goalkeeper, 
André Onana, and played 
the last 10 minutes with 
10 men after Noussair 
Mazraoui was sent off. 
Musa Suleiman caused 
Ajax all sorts of problems 
and went agonisingly 
close to giving the Cypri-
ot side a first-half lead 
after he cut in from the 
right, played a one-two 
and spun into the box but 
sent his shot wide of the 
far post. Shortly after-
wards, Nicholas Ioannou 
saw an effort deflected 
for a corner.

Apoel increased the 
pressure after the break 
as Onana parried a pow-
erful Lucas Souza shot 
before another effort was 
cleared off the line and an 
Andrija Pavlovic header 
bounced off the crossbar. 
Jordanian Suleiman vol-
leyed into the side-net-
ting from close range and 

Onana then made a bril-
liant one-handed save to 
deny Souza again. Mazraoui 
was given a second yellow 
card for a reckless sliding 
tackle but Ajax survived with 
their goal intact.

Slavia Prague won 
1-0 at Cluj thanks to a 
spectacular Lukas Maso-
pust goal. Slavia broke 
the deadlock in Romania 
with a remarkable goal 
when Nicolae Stanciu 
floated a corner to the 
edge of the penalty area 
for Masopust to volley 
effortlessly into the net. 
The Czech side are on 
target to reach the group 
stage of the Champions 
league for the first time 
in 12 years but will be 
wary of a Cluj side who 
won 4-3 away at Celtic 
in the previous round to 
send the Sottish champi-
ons crashing out.

Club Brugge also won 
by a single goal at LASK 
Linz, an early penalty 
from Hans Vanaken giv-
ing the Belgians the edge 
against the Austrian out-
siders bidding to qualify 
for the group stage for 
the first time. Loïs Open-
da went down under a 
challenge from the Linz 
captain, Gernot Trauner, 
and the referee point-
ed to the spot, finally 
confirming his decision 
two minutes later after 
a lengthy VAR review. 
Brugge survived a let-off 
when Simon Deli nearly 
turned the ball into his 
own net but they could 
easily have added to their 
tally in the second half. 

Indian student 
drowns in US lake
Washington, Aug 21 
(PTI): A 27-year-old In-
dian student has drowned 
after jumping off from a 
recreation spot into the 
Crater Lake in the US 
state of Oregon, authori-
ties said. Sumedh Mannar, 
jumped off the “Jumping 
Rock”, a popular recre-
ation spot at the lake on 
Sunday around 4:40 pm 
(local time) and did not re-
surface, Marsha McCabe, a 
spokeswoman for Crater 
Lake National Park, was 
quoted as saying by the 
Oregonian newspaper.

McCabe said the cliff 
Mannar, a graduate student 
at the Oregon State Univer-
sity, had jumped from was 
about 25 feet high. The cliff 
was not a prohibited area 
for jumping, she said, add-
ing that officials have not 
yet determined exactly why 
he drowned. 

In the summers, the sur-
face of the lake warms up to 
about 15 degrees Celsius, 
but the average tempera-
ture of the lake is around 3 
degrees. Swimming is only 
allowed in the area around 
Cleetwood Cove and along 
the shore of Wizard Island. 
Immediately after Mannar 
disappeared, people on 
scene threw a life ring into 
the water, and Crater Lake 
hospitality staff took a small 
boat out to the area to help 
search, she said.  
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Abrogation of Article 370 India’s 

internal matter: Bangladeshasian markets drop as 
traders await Powell speech

Hong Kong, Aug 21 
(AFP): Equities stuttered 
in Asia Wednesday as 
investors took a step 
back after recent gains, 
with focus now turning 
to a key speech by Fed-
eral Reserve boss Je-
rome Powell at the end 
of the week.

Rising hopes for Chi-
na-US trade talks have 
provided a much-need-
ed lift to markets over 
the past two days but 
with few fresh catalysts, 
dealers are keeping their 
powder dry ahead of Fri-
day’s address. After pos-
itive signals from Donald 
Trump and some of his 
top advisers on Monday 
over progress in the talks 
with Beijing, and an olive 
branch with the delay 
of a ban on Huawei pur-
chases, there have been 
few developments for 
traders to buy on.

“Our trade-war head-
line-inspired relief rally 
appears to have run its 
course as I suspect there 
is still a lot of nervous-
ness among US investors 
as the global economic 
realities are just too hard 
to ignore,” said Stephen 
Innes at Valour Markets.

Hong Kong added 0.2 
per cent, Shanghai was 
barely moved and Tokyo 
ended down 0.3 per cent. 
Sydney fell almost one 
percent, Singapore shed 
0.3 per cent and Wel-
lington was 0.9 per cent 
lower.

Taipei finished flat 
and Seoul added 0.2 per 

cent. In early trade, Lon-
don rose 0.5 per cent, 
Paris added 0.8 percent 
and Frankfurt was up 0.5 
per cent.

The Fed releases min-
utes of its July meeting 
later Wednesday which 
will provide an insight 
into its deliberations 
when cutting interest 
rates for the first time 
since the financial crisis.

But Powell’s talk 
at the central bankers’ 
gathering in Jackson 
Hole, Wyoming, is the key 
event and will be closely 
pored over for clues about 
the bank’s plans for next 
month, with experts un-
able to agree on whether 
or not he will announce 
further cuts.

There has been in-
creased speculation that 
central banks and gov-
ernments will step in 

with stimulus support to 
head off a global down-
turn, but analysts warn 
they could be disappoint-
ed by what Powell has to 
say regarding Fed action.

Wall Street and 
Trump “are anticipat-
ing that Mr Powell will 
signal that the Federal 
Reserve is about to em-
bark on a reinvigorated 
wave of easing, following 
its global peers”, said Jef-
frey Halley, OANDA se-
nior market analyst for 
Asia-Pacific.

“The US data of late 
simply does not support 
the need for an aggres-
sive easing cycle. Despite 
the US-China trade ten-
sions making their pres-
ence felt in European and 
Asian data prints, this 
has simply not happened 
with the United States to 
any significant degree.” 

Also, Trump on Tues-
day insisted the economy 
was doing well, denying 
warnings from some 
quarters - including top 
economists - that the US 
was heading for a reces-
sion within two years.

“I think the word re-
cession is inappropriate,” 
he told reporters at the 
White House. “We’re very 
far from recession.” 

On currency markets, 
the euro was struggling 
against the dollar as a 
political crisis in Italy - 
the eurozone’s number 
three economy - offset 
hopes that Germany’s 
government would un-
veil measures to avert a 
downturn.

Italian Prime Minister 
Giuseppe Conte resigned 
and hit out at far-right 
Interior Minister Matteo 
Salvini for pursuing his 

own interests by bring-
ing an end to the govern-
ment coalition.

President Sergio Mat-
tarella must now decide 
to form a new coalition 
or call an election, throw-
ing up more uncertain-
ty and another possible 
budget standoff with the 
European Union.

However, the single 
currency and the dollar 
were well up against the 
pound as Britain’s exit 
from the EU without a di-
vorce deal grows increas-
ingly likely.

Oil prices extended 
gains as data showing 
a drop in US stockpiles 
indicated improving de-
mand for the commodi-
ty. Both main contracts 
have risen about five per 
cent over the past week, 
with support also coming 
from trade talks hopes.

Australian court upholds sex 
abuse verdict of Cardinal Pell

Melbourne, Aug 21 (AP): 
An Australian appeals 
court Wednesday upheld 
convictions against Car-
dinal George Pell, the 
most senior Catholic to 
be found guilty of sex-
ually abusing children. 
The decision brought 
cheers from scores of 
abuse survivors and vic-
tims’ advocates demon-
strating outside court.

The Victoria state 
Court of Appeal in a 2-1 
ruling rejected Pell’s 
appeal of a unanimous 
jury verdict in Decem-
ber that Pope Francis’ 
former finance minister 
was guilty of molesting 
two 13-year-old choir-
boys in Melbourne’s 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral 
more than two decades 
ago. Pell’s lawyers will 
examine the judgment 
and consider an appeal 
to the High Court, Aus-
tralia’s final arbiter, his 
spokeswoman Katrina 
Lee said in a statement.

“Cardinal Pell is ob-
viously disappointed 
with the decision today,” 
the statement said, add-
ing that he maintains 
his innocence.

He was sentenced 
to six years in prison in 
March and is no longer 
a member of Francis’ 
Council of Cardinals or 
a Vatican official. Prime 
Minister Scott Morrison 
said soon after the ap-
peal was rejected that 
Pell would be stripped 
of his Order of Australia 
honor.

Pell, 78, showed no 
emotion when Chief Jus-
tice Anne Ferguson read 
the verdict to a packed 
courtroom but bowed 

his head moments later. 
He wore a cleric’s collar 
but not his cardinal’s 
ring. Pell had arrived 
at the court in a prison 
van and was handcuffed 
as he was led away by a 
guard.

The Vatican is con-
ducting its own inves-
tigation into sex abuse 
allegations against Pell 
and is expected to com-
ment on the ruling later 
Wednesday.

The Australian 
Catholic Bishops’ Con-
ference, a body repre-
senting all the nation’s 
Catholic bishops, said 
all Australians must be 
equal under the law and 
they accept the court’s 
verdict.

“I respectfully re-
ceive the court’s deci-
sion and I encourage ev-
eryone to do the same,” 
Melbourne Archbishop 
Peter Comensoli said in 
a statement.

Clerical sexual 
abuse and the Catholic 
Church’s handling of 
such cases worldwide 
have thrown Francis’ 
papacy into turmoil.

In a little more than 
a year, the pope has ac-
knowledged he made 
“grave errors” in Chile’s 
worst cover-up, Pell 
was convicted of abuse, 
a French cardinal was 
convicted of failing to 
report a pedophile, and 
a third cardinal, former 
US church leader The-
odore McCarrick, was 
defrocked after a Vati-
can investigation deter-
mined he molested chil-
dren and adults.

Ferguson said she 
and President of the 

Court of Appeal Chris 
Maxwell “decided that it 
was open to the jury to 
be satisfied beyond rea-
sonable doubt that Car-
dinal Pell was guilty.” 

The two judges “ac-
cepted the prosecu-
tion’s submission that 
the complainant was 
a very compelling wit-
ness, clearly not a liar, 
was not a fantasist and 
was a witness of truth,” 
Ferguson said.

The dissenting 
judge, Mark Weinberg, 
“could not exclude as a 
reasonable possibility 
that some of what the 
complainant said was 
concocted,” particularly 
in relation to the charge 
that Pell had squeezed 
the boy’s genitals and 
shoved him against a ca-
thedral corridor wall as 
they passed in the midst 
of the choir moments af-
ter a Mass, she said.

“Justice Weinberg 
found that the com-
plainant’s account of 
the second incident was 
entirely implausible 
and quite unconvinc-
ing,” Ferguson said. The 
full, 325-page ruling 
was published after she 
summarized the court’s 
findings.

One of the choir-
boys, identified by the 
sentencing judge as J.J., 
was the key prosecu-
tion witness. His friend, 
identified as M.R., died 
of a heroin overdose in 
2014 at the age of 31 
without ever complain-
ing he had been abused. 
Neither victim can be 
named. 

J.J. said in a state-
ment on Wednesday 

that he “felt a responsi-
bility to come forward” 
after attending his 
friend’s funeral.

“The criminal pro-
cess has been stressful. 
The journey has taken 
me to places that, in 
my darkest moments, 
I feared I could not re-
turn from,” he said in a 
statement released by 
his lawyer.

“I am grateful for a 
legal system that ev-
eryone can believe in, 
where everybody is 
equal before the law 
and no one is above the 
law,” he added.

The victim said he 
was relieved by the ver-
dict and, “I just hope 
that it’s all over now.” 
The father of the de-
ceased victim shed 
tears of relief in the 
courtroom when Pell’s 
appeal was denied, his 
lawyer said.

Lawyer Lisa Flynn 
said the father had an 
“extremely tough wait” 
for the judgment against 
Pell and the court made 
the correct decision. 

“The disgraced car-
dinal is in the right 
place behind bars.” An 
earlier trial had ended 
with a deadlocked jury, 
with at least two jurors 
holding out for convic-
tion or acquittal. While 
Pell’s lawyers argued 
in the appeal that the 
jury must have had 
reasonable doubt, the 
prosecutors said con-
trasting evidence from 
more than 20 priests, 
choristers, altar serv-
ers and church officials 
still did not preclude 
guilty verdicts.

Beijing says 
holding UK’s 
Hong Kong 
consulate 
employee
Beijing, Aug 21 (AFP): 
A employee of Britain’s 
consulate in Hong Kong 
who went missing earlier 
this month is being held in 
China, Beijing confirmed 
Wednesday. The incident 
comes as relations be-
tween Britain and China 
have become strained 
over what Beijing calls 
London’s “interference” in 
pro-democracy protests 
that have wracked Hong 
Kong for three months.

“The person you men-
tioned has been placed in 
administrative detention 
for 15 days as punish-
ment” by Shenzhen police 
for breaking a public se-
curity law, Chinese foreign 
ministry spokesman Geng 
Shuang said. Geng said the 
employee was from Hong 
Kong and therefore the is-
sue was an internal matter.

“Let me clarify, this em-
ployee is a Hong Kong cit-
izen, he’s not a UK citizen, 
which is also saying he’s a 
Chinese person,” Geng said. 
The man, named by his fam-
ily as Simon Cheng, travelled 
to Shenzhen, a megacity on 
the China-Hong Kong border, 
for a one-day business meet-
ing on August 8. That night, 
Cheng returned via high-
speed train and sent messag-
es to his girlfriend as he was 
about to go through customs.

“We lost contact with 
him since then,” the family 
said in a Facebook post. Bei-
jing has repeatedly warned 
Britain -- the former colonial 
ruler of Hong Kong -- against 
any “interference” in the pro-
tests, which erupted 11 weeks 
ago and have seen millions of 
people hit the streets calling 
for democratic reforms. 

external Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar arrives in nepal

France says Kashmir bilateral 
issue between India and Pakistan

Dhaka, Aug 21 (PTI): 
Bangladesh said on Tues-
day that revoking the 
special status to Jammu 
and Kashmir is India’s in-
ternal matter and main-
taining regional peace 
and stability should be a 
priority for all countries.

Bangladesh’ reaction 
on the issue came a day 
after External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar vis-
ited the country and held 
talks with the top lead-
ership, including Prime 

Minister Sheikh Hasina. 
“Bangladesh main-

tains that the abrogation 
of Article 370 by the In-
dian Government is an 
internal issue of India,” 
the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs said here in a 
statement.

“Bangladesh has al-
ways advocated, as a 
matter of principle, that 
maintaining regional 
peace and stability, as 
well as development 
should be a priority for 

all countries,” it said.
Tensions between In-

dia and Pakistan spiked 
this month after New Del-
hi abrogated provisions of 
Article 370 of the Consti-
tution to withdraw Jammu 
and Kashmir’s special sta-
tus and bifurcated it into 
two Union Territories.

New Delhi has made 
it clear to the US that 
Kashmir was a bilateral 
issue between India and 
Pakistan and there was 
no role for a third party.

Kathmandu, Aug 21 
(PTI): External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar ar-
rived here on Wednesday 
to participate in the 5th 
Joint Commission Meet-
ing between India and 
Nepal and to take stock 
of the entire gamut of the 
bilateral relationship.

Jaishankar, who flew 
in from Dhaka after a 
two-day visit to Bangla-
desh, arrived at Tribhu-
van International Airport 
here. He was received 
by Nepal’s Foreign Sec-
retary Shankar Das 
Bairagi, its Ambassador 
to India H E Nilamber 
Acharya and Indian Am-
bassador to Nepal Man-
jeev Singh Puri.

“5th JCM will be 
chaired by Foreign Min-
isters of India and Nepal. 

Both the leaders will take 
stock of the entire gamut 
of India-Nepal bilateral 
relationship,” External 
Affairs Ministry spokes-
person Raveesh Kumar 
said in a tweet.

The joint meeting will 
review the overall state 
of bilateral relations, 
and various areas of co-

operation such as con-
nectivity and economic 
partnership, trade and 
transit, power and water 
resources, culture, edu-
cation and other matters 
of mutual interest.

Jaishankar will co-
chair the meeting along 
with his Nepalese coun-
terpart Pradeep Gyawali.

Paris, Aug 21 (PTI): 
France has said that 
Kashmir is a bilateral is-
sue between India and 
Pakistan, asking them to 
resolve their differences 
over it through politi-
cal dialogue and refrain 
from any step likely to 
aggravate tensions. 

French Foreign Min-
ister Jean-Yves Le Drian’s 
remarks came as his Pa-
kistani counterpart Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi called 
him on Tuesday to discuss 
the situation in Kashmir 
after India revoked the 
special status for the Jam-
mu and Kashmir.

Drian recalled 
France’s constant posi-
tion on Kashmir that it is 
up to the two countries, 
under the framework of 
their bilateral political 
dialogue, to resolve this 
dispute so as to establish 
lasting peace, the French 
Foreign Ministry said in 
statement on Tuesday.

France makes a call to 
the parties for restraint, 
de-escalation, and easing 

the situation. It is essen-
tial to abstain from any 
measure likely to aggra-
vate tensions, it said.

Tensions between In-
dia and Pakistan spiked 
after India abrogated 
provisions of Article 370 
of the Constitution to 
withdraw Jammu and 
Kashmir’s special status 
and bifurcated it into two 
Union Territories.

India has categorical-
ly told the internation-
al community that the 
scrapping of Article 370 
of the Constitution to re-
voke the special status of 
Jammu and Kashmir was 
an internal matter and 
also advised Pakistan to 
accept the reality.

According to Paki-
stan’s Foreign Office 
in Islamabad, Qureshi 
hoped that France, as a 
permanent member of 
the UN Security Council, 
would play its due role to 
ensure peace and stabili-
ty in the region.

“The two leaders 
agreed to remain in 
contact and continue to 
work together for peace 
and stability in the re-
gion,” the FO said.

Qureshi made con-
tact with French coun-
terpart after reports in 
media that France was 
not supportive of Paki-
stan during UN Securi-
ty Council meeting on 
Kashmir.
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Aries:
Pay attention to the pathways that are opening 
up for you. The answer to ‘which way do I 
go?’ can be found by turning inwards. Don’t 
let self-doubt be the reason you miss out on 
a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. Remember, 
saying yes to one thing could mean saying 
no to another. Parting ways with something 
that has served its purpose in your life doesn’t 
have to be such a bad thing.
Tip: Let your higher self assist you in making 
this choice.
Taurus:
You have the permission to start over, no 
matter where you are in life. Move past the 
perceived limitations—age and gender in-
cluded—and embrace the myriad possibilities 
life is offering you. For some, this could be a 
time of making a significant career shift. Oth-
ers could be thinking about picking up a new 
skill or hobby. Food styling and photography 
workshop, anyone?
Gemini:
Don’t let the past narrative interfere with the 
potentially perfect future. The best is yet to 
come, Gemini. Oh, the miracles that will tran-

spire once you surrender to the flow. Have 
things been rough on the work front? A good 
way to navigate this situation is to raise your 
vibration instead of matching theirs. Let your 
workspace transform into a haven of good 
vibes today.
Cancer:
How do you feel about money, Cancer? Have 
you made the kind of decisions that will serve 
you in the long run, or do you feel like you 
have been draining your resources? Nothing 
comes for free—especially not your services. 
Keep that in mind when you sign the next 
contract. You are at a crossroads right now. 
The decisions you make have the power to 
make or break your future..
Leo:
Three words, Leo: practice, patience and 
persistence. Keep working towards your 
goals in a steadfast manner, despite the 
so-called stagnation. There’s a lot hap-
pening behind-the-scenes for you, that 
you cannot possibly fathom. What you 
want to remind yourself every time you’re 
in a funk: the journey is as beautiful as the 
destination.

Virgo:
The answer you are seeking can be found by 
reflecting on your past. Dig deeper, Virgo. 
What are the incidents that made you ques-
tion your life choices? The experiences that 
reiterated you are in alignment with your soul 
purpose? Let this be the starting point of your 
search. Making the right decisions is integral, 
considering that you are at a significant cross-
roads.
Libra:
Ah, choices! Given the number of options 
you are faced with, it will be easy for you to 
get carried away. But don’t make the mistake 
of thinking you can do it all. Everybody has 
limitations, Libra, and that includes you. Ask 
your heart which of the doors you feel most 
aligned with; the path that will help you serve 
your higher purpose. That should help you 
make the decision you have been avoiding for 
a while now. PS: Making the right choice will 
bring in magnificent blessings.
Scorpio:
Don’t let your current set of challenges throw 
you off course, Scorpio. They are nothing in 
comparison to the kind of battles you have 

fought before. When the going gets touch, 
which it is likely to, take a deep breath and 
remind yourself of who you are. The good 
news: a certain gentleman who has your best 
interests at heart may feel inspired to play 
knight-in-shining armour right now.
Sagittarius:
This is the point where it all turns around, 
Sagittarius. What are your hopes and dreams 
for the future? Allow your inner visionary to 
reclaim the reigns. Your relationship with the 
truth could be tested today. Stand up for what 
you believe in, even if you’re standing alone. 
Let the decisions you make come from a place 
of higher wisdom instead of an ego space.
Capricorn:
Drama with a capital D! That’s what you get 
for blurring the lines between the personal 
and the professional. If there’s anything this 
phase of your life is teaching you, it’s the im-
portance of setting boundaries. Know where 
to place your trust, Capricorn. Be careful in 
your interactions with your co-workers/subor-
dinates as well. Could they be going through 
turmoil at this point? It’s best not to say any-
thing that could trigger a negative reaction.

Tip: Beware of blurring the lines between per-
sonal and professional.
Aquarius:
What are you trying to prove, Aquarius? 
There is no need to push yourself to your 
limits—especially if you are recovering 
from a period of illness. Sometimes, eight 
to 10 hours of uninterrupted sleep is just 
the therapy you need. To take the Zen up 
a notch. Consider a massage or an acu-
pressure session—anything that helps you 
purge stagnant energy and make place for 
good chi.
Tip: Rest and rejuvenation are on the cards.
Pisces:
Your home is your sanctuary, Pisces. A sa-
cred place where you can create, innovate 
and be exactly who you are, minus the masks 
you sometimes don in the outside world. So 
how can you make your space a haven of 
good vibes? How can you make your space 
more ‘you’? Something to think about and act 
upon without delay. For some, buying or sell-
ing property could be on the cards. If you’ve 
found what speaks to your soul, it’s time to 
put your money on it.

‘dabangg 3’ to also release in 
Kannada, Tamil and Telugu

power of creativity should not be 
stripped away from artiste: nucleya
Shubha Dubey
New Delhi, Aug 21 (PTI): 
Money should not dominate 
the process of creating music, 
says music producer Nucleya.
The 38-year-old EDM star, 
whose real name is Udyan 
Sagar, said even though he 
understands the business 
side of the entertainment in-
dustry, it is important to let 
the creative minds fly free.

“When somebody is in-
vesting crores in a movie they 
have to figure out a way to 
be able to make that money 
back. I understand that from 
an investor’s perspective. 

“But making music is 
a creative process, which 
means you have to leave it to 
creative people to come up 
with a good tune. This power 
should not be stripped away 
from them,” Nucleya told PTI 
in a telephonic interview 
from Mumbai.

The artiste, known for 
his party tracks like “Bass 
Rani”, “Laung Gawacha”, “Jind 
Mahi” and “Mirza”, believes at 
times musicians are pushed 
into following a trend which 
stops them from exploring 
new ideas.

“If one formula, like re-
mixes, clicks then everybody 
jumps on that. They don’t un-
derstand that overdoing it is 
going to kill the whole thing.

“There are so many cre-
ative people within the mu-
sic industry, be it composers, 

writers or singers, all we 
need is to give them creative 
freedom and let them cre-
ate something beautiful. The 
musicians in the industry at 
times don’t have this power.” 

Nucleya believes the re-
strictions in the film indus-
try has resulted in the rise of 
the live, independent music 
scene as both the performers 
and the audience get an op-
portunity to delve into some-
thing new. 

“The moment you move 
out of this business, you find 
unbelievable talent because 
then there is no one to tell 
you what to do and what not 
to. That is why independent 
music in live circuit is grow-
ing immensely,” he added.

Nucleya said as someone 
who has never functioned 

as per the profit-loss princi-
ple, his aim is to promote the 
same idea by helping new tal-
ent to grow freely.

This is what made the 
“Paintra” artiste join rap re-
ality show “MTV Hustle” as a 
mentor, along with Raja Ku-
mari and Raftaar. It started 
airing on August 10.

“I realised the show is 
also trying to able to push 
forward the originality of 
an artiste as compared to 
other reality shows where 
a particular contestant is 
asked to sing an already 
popular song by some oth-
er artiste. I believe this 
subconsciously puts bud-
ding artistes in a creative 
cage. 

“In this show, the artiste 
is free to sing, write and com-

pose a song the way they 
want to. We are requesting 
them to be as original as pos-
sible,” he added.

Talking about the increas-
ing popularity of rap in India, 
Nucleya said the shift came 
when Indian rappers realised 
they can create songs in their 
mother tongue.

“The majority of the au-
dience still doesn’t under-
stand rap or hip-hop songs 
in English. We are just a few 
of them who understand the 
English songs.

“I believe the turning 
point in Indian hip-hop scene 
came around seven years ago 
when Indian artistes realised 
they can rap in Hindi or their 
mother tongue. This resulted 
in the increase in the audi-
ence,” he said.

Shilpa Shetty to be punit 
balana’s showstopper at lFw

Mumbai, Aug 21 (PTI): Shil-
pa Shetty is all set to walk for 
Punit Balana at the Lakme 
Fashion Week (LFW) Winter/
Festive 2019 edition, which 
kicks off on Wednesday.

The actor will lead the 
collection, “Rabari”, which 
will be showcased on Sunday.

Shilpa said she loves Pu-
nit’s design sensibilities and 
is looking forward to turning 
his showstopper.

“His silhouettes and the 
fits are very comfortable 
and apt for festivities. I have 
adorned his creations in the 
past as well and am very 
excited to be his muse for 
Lakme Fashion Week,” the 
actor said in a statement.

Talking about his new col-
lection, the designer said the 

garments are a perfect fit for 
the upcoming festive season.

“A sensibility of fluidi-
ty and ease sets the brand 
apart. Each and every ensem-
ble has been designed to for 
dance and fun,” Punit added.

The clothing line draws 
inspiration from Rabari wom-
en known for their diligent 
embroidered textiles, creativi-
ty, aesthetic and identity.

“Rabari” collection will 
be dominated by the colour 
black and unique hues of 
dry henna and butter cup. It 
will also feature comfortable 
silhouettes in the designer’s 
signature prints in natu-
ral dyes including bandhej, 
stripes and chequered prints.

LFW runs through 
Sunday.

Jessica Chastain’s ‘355’ to bow out in January 2021

Mumbai, Aug 21 (PTI): Salman Khan on Wednesday an-
nounced that “Dabangg 3” will be released three other lan-
guages besides Hindi on December 20.

The Bollywood superstar took to Twitter to share the 
news, saying the film will also have Kannada, Tamil and Telu-
gu versions.

“Chulbul Pandey coming to you on 20th Dec in Hindi, Kan-
nada, Tamil and Telugu! #Dabangg3,” Salman tweeted.

The actor also shared a picture with Prabhudheva, who is 
taking over directing duties from Arbaaz Khan. Arbaaz is at-
tached to star in and produce the third film in the franchise 
with Salman.

“Dabangg 3” will see Salman reprise his role of Robin 
Hood-like cop Chulbul Pandey and Sonakshi Sinha as his wife 
Rajjo. South star Sudeep will portray the antagonist.

Actor-filmmaker Mahesh Manjrekar’s younger daughter 
Saiee is making her Bollywood debut with the film.

haley erin returns to ‘general hospital’

los Angeles, Aug 21 (PTI): 
Jessica Chastain-led spy thriller 
“355” has received a release date 
of January 15, 2021.

According to The Hollywood 
Reporter, the Universal Pic-
tures-backed film will be direct-
ed by Smon Kinberg. Theresa Re-
beck has penned the screenplay.

Besides Chastain, the 
film’s cast also includes Lupita 
Nyong’o, Fan Bingbing, Penelope 
Cruz and Diane Kruger.

The story revolves around five 
spies from agencies around the 
world who form their own team, dubbed 355. 

Chastain and Kelly Carmichael’s Freckle 

Films will produce the project alongside Kin-
berg’s banner Kinberg Genre. Richard Hewitt 
will executive produce.

los Angeles, Aug 21 (PTI): Hayley Erin is making a 
comeback on “General Hospital”.
Erin’s character Kiki Jerome was killed off on 
the longest-running American soap opera earli-
er this year.

According to Entertainment Weekly, Kiki 
comes back to spend some much-needed time 
with her mom Ava Jerome (Maura West), who 
hates how her daughter was angry with her 
before she died. Will this visit from Kiki finally 
bring Ava peace? 

Erin joined the ABC show, which has been on 
air for 56 years, in 2015. 

She currently stars as Taylor Hotchkiss on 
“The Perfectionists”, Freeform’s spin-off of 
“Pretty Little Liars”.


