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Golay sworn in as CM

Gangtok, 27 May (IPR): 
Prem Singh Tamang (Go-
lay) was sworn in as the 
Chief Minister of Sikkim in 
a grand swearing-in-cere-
mony organised at Paljor 
Stadium, today amidst a 
large gathering of people. 

Governor of Sikkim, 
Ganga Prasad adminis-
tered the oath of office 
and secrecy to Mr Ta-
mang and his Cabinet 
members. Chief Minister, 
Mr Tamang took the oath 
in Nepali language.

Amongst the Council 
of Ministers who took the 
oath of office and secrecy 
after the Chief Minister 
were Members, Kunga 
Nima Lepcha, Sonam 
Lama, Bedu Singh Panth, 
Dr Mani Kumar Sharma, 

Arun Kumar Upreti, Sam-
dup Lepcha, Lok Nath 
Sharma, Mingma Norbu 
Sherpa, Karma Loday 
Bhutia, Bhim Hang Lim-
boo and Sanjit Kharel.

Earlier, the Chief Sec-
retary, AK Shrivastava 

sought the permission to 
read out warrant of ap-
pointment of the Chief 
Minister of Sikkim, issued 
by the Governor to pro-
ceed with the ceremony 
of swearing-in of the Chief 
Minister designate and 

the Ministers designate. 
Further, he requested the 
Governor to administer 
the Oath of Office and Se-
crecy to the Chief Minister 
Designate and the Minis-
ters Designate.

The swearing-in-cer-

emony was also attended 
by the Additional Chief 
Secretaries, Pr Secretar-
ies, Secretaries, HoDs, 
host of other dignitaries 
and the people from all 
works of life at large.

After the swear-

ing-in-ceremony was 
officially closed by the 
Chief Secretary, the Chief 
Minister, Council of Min-
isters and MLAs were 
congratulated by the of-
ficials and supporters at 
large by offering khadas.

SKM Govt announces five-day week for government offices Golay chairs first meeting 
as CM with bureaucrats

SD Dhakal 
appointed 
Secretary 
to CM 
Gangtok, 27 May (IPR):
Chief Minister of Sikkim, 
PS Tamang (Golay) took 
charge of Chief Minister’s 
Office at Tashiling Secre-
tariat, today. Transport 
Secretary, SD Dhakal, was 
today given additional 
charge as Secretary to 
Chief Minister.

Thereafter, the Chief 
Minister chaired an in-
troductory meeting with 
the Chief Secretary, Addi-
tional Chief Secretaries, Pr 
Secretaries, Secretaries, 
Heads of the departments 
at the Conference Hall of 
the Home Department.

The Chief Minister, Mr 
Tamang firstly thanked 
the state machinery for 
the warm welcome to 
him and his Council of 
Ministers and the MLAs 
present. He stated that 
we are all branches from 
the same family and thus 
we should collectively 

work for the betterment 
of the state. 

Stating that we 
should all work as a team, 
he said that the ultimate 
goal is to work for the ful-
fillment and aspirations 
of the Sikkimese people. 
He called for close coor-
dination and cooperation 
from the officials as a team 
to ensure a new milestone 
in the development and 
betterment of the state. 
He urged the entire gov-
ernment machinery to act 
as one family and support 
each other. 

Elucidating that they 
are a new team and per-

haps will require help 
and support, he assured 
full cooperation from 
their side as well. He 
stressed on the point 
that they will create a 
free environment where 
everyone can work with-
out fear and urged offi-
cials and employees to 
feel comfortable with 
the newly elected gov-
ernment to work freely. 
He assured to avoid vic-
timization and political 
interference in official 
procedures and said that 
credible work from any 
section will be acknowl-
edged and rewarded. 

The Chief Minister 
also added that positive 
missions of the previous 
government will be contin-
ued and that the electoral 
fight against the former 
Chief Minister was based 
solely on ideology. Mr Ta-
mang said that his govern-
ment will always seek his 
advice for the betterment of 
the state if need be. 

He instructed the 
Chief Secretary, Director 
General of Police and 
concerned officials to 
maintain law and order 
properly and take neces-
sary action irrespective 
of their party affiliations 

and stressed that every 
guilty individual will be 
punished according to 
rule and law. 

Chief Secretary, AK 
Shrivastava in his ad-
dress assured to extend 
full cooperation to the 
new government from 
the state machinery and 
called for unity for a 
more peaceful and pros-
perous Sikkim. 

At the end the Addi-
tional Chief Secretaries, 
Pr Secretaries, Secre-
taries and HoDs offered 
khadas to welcome the 
new Chief Minister and 
his team.

Sangay Lepcha is Pro tem Speaker
SuMMIt RePoRt
Gangtok, 27 May:

The new Government 
led by PS Tamang 

(Golay) as Chief Minister 
has announced five-day 
week in Government of-
fices wherein offices will 
be open from Monday to 
Friday. Yoksum Tashiding 
MLA, Sangay Lepcha has 
been selected for the post 
of Pro tem Speaker and is 
likely to be administered 
the oath by Governor of 
Sikkim on 28 May.

The new government 
has also decided to 
prepare a white paper 
Department wise on 
pending bills, fund re-
quirements, liabilities, 
bank loans, revenue po-
tential, etc. 

The timing of office 
hours has been changed 
and government offices 
will work from 10am to 4 
30pm with the provision 

for half an hour lunch 
break from 1 to 1.30 pm. 

It will be applicable 
to Secretariat and Dis-
trict Offices only. Strict 
action will be taken 
against those not found 
in offices after reporting 
for work. The Govern-
ment Schools, however, 

will work from Monday 
to Friday between 10 
am to 4 pm. Earlier, of-
fices were open from 10 
am to 4 pm.

This decision has 
been taken in order 
to provide “care” and 
“cure” to the govern-
ment employees.
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flat availaBle for rent 

F ully furnished, 3 Bedroom flat 
available for rent at Church 

Road, Near Diesel Power House. 
Conveniently located by the 
roadside and a 5-minute walk 
from M.G. Marg. Suitable for 

Coporate Office and Guest House. 
For further details please 

Contact: 9434117687 /9083826462

1. The Governor of Sikkim, Ganga Prasad administering oath to the new Chief Minister of Sikkim, Prem Singh Tamang at Paljor Stadium in Gangtok 
today. ( PIB Gangtok  Photo : S K Mitra )

2. The Governor of Sikkim, Ganga Prasad with the Chief Minister of Sikkim, Prem Singh Tamang at Paljor Stadium in Gangtok today. ( PIB Gangtok  Photo 
: S K Mitra )

SPCC condoles 
demise of senior Cong 

leader MK Subba
SuMMIt RePoRt
Gangtok, 27 May:

The Sikkim Pradesh 
Congress Committee 

expresses sorrow and 
is saddened by the un-
timely and sad demise 
of senior Congress lead-
er, Mani Kumar Subba. 
Mr Subba was a former 
Member of Legislative 
Assembly and three-term 
Member of Parliament 
from Tezpur, Assam.  

A press release in-
forms that he was also 
involved in Sikkim’s pol-
itics for a short while, 

but his major contribu-
tion has been in all the 
north-eastern states of 
India, where he played 
a significant role in 
strengthening the Indian 
National Congress. He 
will also be remembered 
for his philanthropic ac-
tivities besides contribu-
tion to politics. 

The SPCC expresses 
heartfelt condolences to 
his family and the people 
of Tezpur at this hour of 
grief and pray for eter-
nal peace of his departed 
soul, the release states.

Buddha Air begins 
Kathmandu-Kolkata flight
Kolkata, May 27 (PtI): 
Nepal-based Buddha Air 
started flight operations 
between Kathmandu and 
Kolkata on Monday, an 
Airports Authority of India 
(AAI) spokesperson said.

The airline’s maiden 
flight arrived at Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose 
International (NSCBI) 

airport in Kolkata with 
56 passengers and a to-
tal 64 passengers went 
to Kathmandu in the re-
turn flight, An AAI state-
ment said.

Buddha Air will oper-
ate three flights a week 
between Kathmandu and 
Kolkata with ATR-72 air-
craft, it added.

86.29% students pass class 12 
board examinations in Bengal

Kolkata, May 27 (PtI): 
An estimated 86.29 per 
cent out of the nearly 8 
lakh students passed 
the Higher Secondary 
examinations in West 
Bengal this year, the re-
sults of which were de-
clared on Monday.

Out of a total of 
7,77,266 candidates, 
who appeared for the 
examinations this year, 
86.29 per cent students 
passed, the president of 
West Bengal Council of 
Higher Secondary Edu-
cation, Mohua Das, told a 
press meet here.

The overall pass per-
centage last year was 
83.75 per cent, she said.

A total of 7,818 can-
didates secured 90 per 
cent or above marks 
and 2,63,149 students 
secured 60 per cent or 
above marks in the ex-
aminations this year, 
Das said. Das said a to-
tal of 137 candidates 
were among the top 
ten rankers from all the 
three streams - science, 
arts and commerce.

This year, every rank 
has been shared by 
more than one candi-

date, she added.
Shovan Mondal 

from Birbhum Zilla 
School and Rajarshi 
Burman of Jenkins 
School in Cooch Behar 
jointly shared the first 
rank this year, Das said.

Both of them scored 
498 out of 500 (99.6 
per cent).

The second rank was 
shared by six candidates, 
each of them scoring 496 
(99.2 per cent), while the 
third rank was shared by 
four candidates and each 
of them scored 494 (98.8 
per cent).

Sanjukta Bose, who 
ranked second in the 
overall list, topped 
among girls.

She is a student of 
Bidhannagar Govern-
ment High School at Salt 
Lake in North 24 Parga-
nas district.

The examinations be-
gan on February 26 and 
ended on March 13, Das 
said, adding, the results 
were out 74 days after 
the conclusion of the ex-
aminations.

The students can 
view their results on 
www.wbchse.nic.in.

Why can’t I get another hat-trick 
in the World Cup: Malinga

London, May 27 (PtI): 
Seasoned campaigner 
Lasith Malinga is aiming 
for another hat-trick in 
the upcoming World Cup 
having taken four wick-
ets in four balls against 
South Africa in the 2007 
edition of the quadrenni-
al event. “Why can’t I get 
another hat-trick, I will 
be trying and that would 
be special,” Malinga was 
quoted as saying by the 
ICC media.

Sri Lankan speedster, 
who needs just one more 
ODI wicket to topple 
compatriot Sanath Jaya-
suriya (323 wickets) and 
move into the all-time 
top 10 list, said he enjoys 
playing in the England 
because of the testing 
conditions it offers.

“One of the things 
I like about playing in 
England is you have to 
adapt to every condition. 
It could be really hot or 
quite cold and that is a 
real test of your skill as a 
bowler,” said Malinga.

The 35-year-old was 
a vital cog in the IPL fran-
chise Mumbai Indians 
bowling unit, claiming 
16 wickets to help his 
side win a record fourth 
title in the T20 cash-rich 
league. His performance 
against Chennai Super 
Kings in the the final un-
derlined his status as one 
of the world’s best death 
bowlers.

“It can never harm to 
get wickets. It was nice to 
be successful in the IPL 
again and it makes you 
confident but the con-
ditions are so different 
here and so is the format. 
I know I’ve got the skills 
to take wickets and gives 
me confidence,” he said.

Talking about Sri Lan-
ka’s squad, the veteran 
bowler said the young-
sters in the side are ea-
ger to prove themselves 
at the upcoming World 
Cup in the absence of big 
names.

“In previous years 
perhaps we had bigger 

names but these guys are 
very talented and they 
are looking forward to 
proving themselves and 
making people notice 
them.

“We have the best 15 
players in Sri Lanka right 
now and we have a mix of 
more experienced play-
ers and some exciting 
young players, who just 
can’t wait to get started,” 
said Malinga.

Meanwhile opener 
Dimuth Karunaratne 
backed the changed for-
mat which sees all 10 
teams play each other in 
a round robin phase with 
the top four sides quali-
fying for the semi-finals.

“We know it’s going to 
be challenging but we’re 
looking forward to it. The 
new format where you 
play everyone is great 
but it means you can’t get 
lucky. To win this World 
Cup you need to beat all 
the best and be consis-
tent that is how it should 
be,” said Karunaratne.

Trump strikes dovish tone 
on North Korea, Iran

tokyo, May 27 (AFP): 
President Donald Trump 
Monday hailed a “great 
respect” between the 
US and nuclear-armed 
North Korea, as he also 
held out the possibility of 
talks with Iran, stressing 
he did not want “terrible 
things” to happen.

Ahead of summit 
talks with Japanese 
Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe, Trump played down 
recent belligerence from 
Pyongyang, which last 
month fired short-range 
missiles that raised ten-
sions in the region.

“I personally think 
that lots of good things 
will come with North 
Korea, I feel that. I may 
be right, I may be wrong, 
but I feel that,” Trump 
told reporters at Abe’s 
office.

“There’s a good re-
spect built, maybe a 
great respect built be-
tween... the United States 
and North Korea, but we 
will see what happens,” 
added the president, 
whose failed talks with 
the North’s leader Kim 
Jong Un in Hanoi sparked 
a fresh spike in tensions.

He noted that when 
he came to office, there 
was “testing all the time, 
nuclear testing at the 
highest level, and that 
seems to have stopped”.

On Sunday, Trump 
dismissed the recent mis-
sile tests from the North 
as “some small weapons” 
and appeared to under-
cut his National Security 
Advisor John Bolton, who 
had said the day before 
that the launches contra-
vened UN Security Coun-
cil resolutions.

Trump said the re-
cent tests had “disturbed 
some of my people, and 
others, but not me,” 
which was widely seen as 
a reference to his hawk-
ish advisor.

Trump also struck a 
relatively dovish tone on 
Iran, amid mounting ten-
sions with the historic 
American foe.

“I do believe that Iran 
would like to talk, and if 
they’d like to talk, we’d 
like to talk also,” Trump 
said.

“We’ll see what hap-
pens, but I know for a 
fact that the prime min-
ister (Abe) is very close 
with the leadership of 
Iran... nobody wants to 
see terrible things hap-
pen, especially me.” Abe 
is reportedly weighing 
a trip to Tehran in a bid 
to mediate in the Middle 
East crisis and Trump 
appeared to give the 
green light, saying “we’ll 
see what happens, that 
would be fine”.

Trump is in Japan 
as the first foreign lead-
er to visit the country’s 
newly enthroned Emper-
or Naruhito -- an hon-
our Abe hopes will help 
charm the US president 
when it comes to thorny 
trade talks.

And while the US 
president again lashed 
out at what he called a 
“tremendous imbalance” 
in the trade relationship 
between the world’s top 
and number-three econ-
omies, he said: “I’m sure 
that will work out over a 
period of time.” 

“I think we will be 
announcing some things, 
probably in August, that 
will be very good for 
both countries.” On Sun-
day, Trump had already 
taken a softer note, say-
ing that “much” of that 
deal would wait until 
Abe faces upper house 
elections likely in July 
-- as rumours swirl that 
the popular prime min-
ister will combine that 
vote with a snap general 
election.

With his trade war 
against China getting 
bogged down, Trump 
won’t want another dis-
pute to rock the boat for 
his closest Asian ally.

Top Japanese and 
American trade negoti-
ators spent more than 
two hours locked in talks 
on Saturday night but 

failed to achieve a break-
through, although the 
Japanese side said there 
was more “understand-
ing” between the two.

Monday marked 
the start of the official 
programme for the two 
leaders after a fun-filled 
weekend of sumo, golf 
and meals out. Trump 
said on Sunday he was 
having a “great time” 
with his friend and close 
ally Abe.

Trump said it was a 
“great honour” to be the 
first to meet Naruhito, 
who took the Chrysan-
themum Throne only 
three weeks ago, after 
his father stepped down 
in the first abdication in 
two centuries.

In the morning, 
Trump, dressed in a dark 
suit and red tie, reviewed 
the Japanese honour 
guard and greeted doz-
ens of Japanese and visit-
ing US officials as a mili-
tary band played.

Naruhito, wearing 
a light blue tie, and his 
wife Empress Masako, 
who was in a white hat 
and jacket, accompanied 
Trump and his wife Me-
lania, who wore a sum-
mery white dress and tall 
red high heels.

Walking together 
through the palace, no-
table for its elegant, re-
strained decor, the two 
couples then sat down 
for a further chat where 
official translators found 
themselves with little 
to do -- Naruhito having 
gone to Oxford and Ma-
sako graduating from 
Harvard.

In the evening, Trump 
and Melania will be back 
at the palace for a ban-
quet.

That will mark the 
lavish high point in a Ja-
pan visit laden with feel-
good moments aimed at 
celebrating US-Japanese 
ties at a time of growing 
regional uncertainty due 
to US trade policies, a 
rising China and nucle-
ar-armed North Korea.

Blame game over BJP worker’s death in West Bengal
Kolkata, May 27 (PtI): 
A blame game has erupt-
ed in West Bengal over 
the killing of a BJP work-
er in the Kankinara area 
of North 24 Parganas 
district, with BJP alleging 
that the TMC was behind 
the murder.

The Trinamool Con-
gress has termed the al-
legation as baseless.

BJP worker Chan-
dan Shaw was shot dead 
at Bhatpara on Sunday 
night, police said, adding 
that one person has been 
arrested in this connec-
tion.

Clashes have since 
been reported from Bhat-
para and Kakinara areas, 
which fall under the Bar-
rackpore Lok Sabha seat, 
where the BJP’s Arjun 
Singh defeated Dinesh 
Trivedi of the TMC.

Singh said the victim 
was a BJP worker, and 
alleged that TMC goons 
were behind his killing.

“Since the beginning 
of the election, the TMC 
has been terrorising BJP 
workers. It had set our 
(BJP) party offices on 

fire and beat up our par-
ty workers. Now it has 
started killing our work-
ers. But such killings 
won’t stop the victory 
march of the BJP,” he said.

Asked who might 
be responsible, Singh 
said an FIR has been 
lodged by the victim’s 
family and the identi-
ty of the killers would 
be revealed after ar-
rests are made.

The Trinamool Con-
gress leadership, howev-
er, termed the allegations 

as baseless and claimed 
that its party offices have 
been taken over by Arjun 
Singh’s men in Kakinara.

“TMC supporters are 
being driven away from 
their houses in the area,” 
TMC North 24 Parganas 
district president and 
minister Jyotipriyo Mul-
lick said.

Police personnel have 
been deployed in the 
area to control the situ-
ation.

“The allegations are 
completely baseless. BJP 

men are beating up our 
party workers. Hundreds 
of them have been ren-
dered homeless since the 
announcement of the re-
sults,” Mullick said.

“This incident is a 
result of intra-party ri-
valry,” district-level TMC 
leader Nirmal Ghosh 
said.

The TMC will conduct 
a peace rally in Barrack-
pore this Saturday, Mul-
lick said.

Violent incidents 
have been reported from 

across the state since the 
Lok Sabha poll results 
were announced.

Two people have 
been killed and many in-
jured in the clashes that 
broke out between the 
two parties since the Lok 
Sabha results were de-
clared, officials said.

A 23-year-old BJP 
worker was shot dead in 
Nadia district’s Chakda-
ha town Friday and the 
saffron party alleged that 
TMC men were behind 
the incident.
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Classifieds

PLot FoR SALe: 
Vacant plot measuring 0.38 Acres for 
sale at Amdo Golai, Deorali. Contact: 

09717191985/097474651223

uRGentLy RequIRed: 
Urgent Recruitment for a waiter 

with atleast 3 years experience and 
one kitchen helper. Contact: Hotel 

Paramount, Dentam, West Sik-
kim- 9735909625 / 8348285444

InteReSted to BeCoMe 
A yoGA teACHeR?

CRIteRIA – Academic qualification of minimum 
higher secondary pass

Complete yoga syllabus will be provided by SYVC 
Gangtok absolutely free of cost. After one year of ba-
sic training and service (karma yoga)/ volunteering 
in the Centre, the candidate would be sent for Yoga 
Teacher Training Course at Shivananda Yoga Ash-
ram. After TTC, the candidate would be appointed on 
part time basis at the Yoga Centre in Gangtok. College 
students can also apply. If required, food and accom-
modation would be provided.

Interested candidates may contact 
: Deepa Yoga Centre at 

Mob: +91 7432043719/ +91 8170953919.

LAnd FoR SALe
A vacant plot measuring 0.38 Ha. 
(16552.80 sq – ft) is for sale at Amdo 
Golai (above the main road), Gangtok. 
For more information please contact – 
9717191985/9474651223.

Singtam reels under power outages 
yoGen tHAtAL
Singtam, 26 May:

The residents of Singtam 
bazar have been suffer-

ing erratic power supply for 
the past few days and are 
yet to receive any explana-
tion for the disruptions.

Hours without electric-
ity during daytime make 
the heat unbearable and 
the night bring the menace 
of mosquitoes. And this is 
what the lay people suf-
fer. The businesses suffer 
even more because most 
operations nowadays rely 
on electricity. 

The residents are 
also pointing to the de-
crepit electricity poles all 

around town and specu-
late that these could also 

be causing the frequent 
power outages.

11 dengue cases in Delhi, eight of malaria: Report

new delhi, May 27 (PtI): At 
least 11 dengue cases have been 
reported in Delhi this year even 
though the vector-borne disease is 
usually reported between July and 
November, a municipal report re-
leased Monday showed.

Last year, 2,798 dengue cases 
and four deaths were recorded 
by the South Delhi Municipal Cor-
poration (SDMC), which tabulates 
the data on vector-borne diseases 
in the city. According to the re-
port, this year, three cases were 
reported in May, two in April, four 
in March and one each in February 
and January.

Cases of vector-borne diseases 
are usually reported between July 
and November, but the period may 
stretch to mid-December.

However, this year till May 25, 
eight cases of malaria -- seven in 
May and one in April -- and five 

cases of chikungunya -- two in Feb-
ruary and one each in March, April 
and May -- have been recorded.

The dengue victims last year 
included a minor boy. Three of the 
victims were identified as Aman 
Tiwari (13), Sanskriti (21) and Ga-
gan (23).

Doctors have advised people 
to take precautions to ensure that 
there was no breeding of mosqui-
to larvae around them and urged 
them to wear full-sleeves and use 
mosquito nets.

Water coolers should be dried 
up when not in use as dengue in-
fection-carrying mosquitoes breed 
there a lot, a doctor said.

Civic bodies had also recently 
organised a workshop on the pre-
vention of vector-borne diseases.

Mosquito-breeding has been 
reported in at least 11,957 house-
holds and 13,517 legal notices 

have been issued this year.
Of the total number of dengue 

cases last year, as many as 141 
were recorded in December, while 
1,062 cases were reported in No-
vember and 1,114 in October, 374 
in September, 58 in August, 19 in 
July, eight in June, 10 in May, two in 
April, one in March, three in Febru-
ary and six in January.

The rest of the cases were re-
ported from areas outside the ju-
risdiction of the three municipal 
corporations of Delhi.

Also, 473 cases of malaria and 
165 of chikungunya were reported 
last year.

According to the SDMC, 10 peo-
ple had died due to dengue in Del-
hi in 2017, of whom five were not 
residents of the national capital.

Overall, the vector-borne dis-
ease had affected 9,271 people in 
the city that year.

Maoist activists arrested in nepal 
as nationwide strike disrupts life

SHIRISH B PRAdHAn
Kathmandu, May 27 
(PtI): Several Maoist ac-
tivists were arrested in 
Nepal as a general strike 
called by an outlawed 
communist group on 
Monday disrupted nor-
mal life in the country, a 
day after a series of ex-
plosions rocked the cap-
ital Kathmandu, killing at 
least four people.

Educational institu-
tions and business es-
tablishments remained 
shut in major cities while 
traffic was thin due to 
the strike called by the 
Netra Bikram Chand 
(Biplav)-led Communist 
Party of Nepal to protest 
against the killing of its 
cadre during an encoun-
ter a couple of months 
ago.

Just a day ahead of 
the nationwide strike, a 

series of bombs explod-
ed at different parts of 
the capital city, killing 
four people and injuring 
seven others.

Police said they sus-
pect that the outlawed 
group that once split 
from the ruling Commu-
nist Party was respon-
sible for the blasts as 
its members have been 
protesting the arrests of 
their supporters.

The bombings were 
the deadliest since the 
government imposed 
a ban on the activities 
of Chand-led outfit on 
March 12 following a 
blast outside its office in 
Nakkhu in Southern Ne-
pal that killed one per-
son.

A cadre of Chand-led 
outfit was killed on the 
spot and another was 
injured after a powerful 

bomb went off at a house 
in Ghattekulo in Kath-
mandu on Sunday.

The deceased has 
been identified as Prajjw-
al Shahi and is said to be 
the leader of CPN-aligned 
student wing. Accord-
ing to the police, he was 
making a bomb when it 
accidentally went off.

Police have found 
pamphlets belonging to 
the splinter Communist 
group at the explosion 
site.

Another pressure 
cooker bomb went off at 
a barber’s shop in Suked-
hara in Kathmandu, kill-
ing three persons and 
injuring four others.

Amid a high alert af-
ter Sunday’s attacks, Ne-
pal Army diffused pres-
sure cooker bombs at 
various places including 
Pokhara Metropolitan 

City, Morang, Baitadi and 
Tanhu districts. The se-
curity forces also recov-
ered suspected objects 
from different parts of 
the country.

Protestors torched 
a passenger bus in Sur-
kheton Monday. Howev-
er, no one was injured in 
the incident.

Home Minister Ram 
Bahadur Thapa has in-
structed the law enforce-
ment agencies to step 
up the security in view 
of the violence that has 
erupted in the wake of 
the general strike.

The outlawed group 
split from the Maoist par-
ty, which fought govern-
ment troops from 1996 
to 2006, when its mem-
bers gave up their armed 
revolt to join a peace 
process and mainstream 
politics.

Meghalaya govt push for 
medicinal plant cultivation

umsning (Meghalaya), 
May 27 (PtI): Megha-
laya Chief Minister Con-
rad K Sangma on Monday 
launched a new project 
to boost the cultivation 
of medicinal and aromat-
ic plants.

Sangma also inaugu-
rated a processing unit of 
essential oils here on this 
occasion.

“The Rs 18-crore 
‘Aroma Mission’ will en-
sure that agriculture and 
allied sectors get due im-
portance and the farmers 
their benefits,” he said.

It is important for 
any government to think 
about development of 
all sectors so that the 
growth curve moves in 
the right direction, the 
CM insisted. “People 

in this state have used 
medicinal and aromatic 
plants for generations 
to cure various ailments 
and diseases.

It’s about time we 
share this knowledge 
with the rest of the 
world,” Sangma said, in-
sisting that “institutions 
like CSIR- CIMAP should 
carry out more research-
es in the field”.

Central Institute of 
Medicinal and Aromat-
ic Plants (CIMAP) is a 
frontier plant research 
laboratory of Council of 
Scientific and Industrial 
Research (CSIR).

Sangma also asserted 
that broomsticks and bay 
leaves will now be cate-
gorized as ‘Agro Forestry’ 
items so that “farmers 

can easily engage in the 
sale of these products”.

Additional Chief Sec-
retary and Agriculture 
Production Commissioner 
K N Kumar, who was also 
present here, said Megha-
laya has vast stretches of 
wastelands, where culti-
vation of medicinal and 
aromatic plantations can 
be encouraged.

Kumar also main-
tained that lemon grass 
and citronella plant cul-
tivation will be taken up 
on 50-acre plots in every 
district of the state.

Depending on the re-
sponse of the farmers, 
the government will de-
cide if it would want to 
expand the area of culti-
vation for citronella and 
lemon grass, he added.

Mountaineers’ body 
blames ‘overcrowding’ 
for Mt Everest deaths

Pune, May 27 (PtI): Blam-
ing “over-crowding” during 
Mount Everest expeditions 
for the deaths of some Indi-
ans in recent past, a moun-
taineers’ organisation 
Monday demanded that 
number of permits issued 
by the Nepal government 
to climbers be restricted. 
The demand by the Akhil 
Maharashtra Giryarohan 
Mahasangh (AMGM), the 
apex body of mountaineers’ 
organisations in the state, 
came in the wake of deaths 
of eight Indian climbers due 
to reported “overcrowding” 
at the world’s highest peak.

“The AMGM is plan-
ning to write a letter to 
the Indian Embassy in 
Nepal, requesting it to 
ask Nepal tourism de-
partment to bring some 
restrictions on the per-
mits issued to the moun-
taineers, check the qual-
ification of mountaineers 
and provide basic rescue 
and medical facilities at 
the base-camps to avoid 
untoward incidents 
during the summit,” said 
its president Umesh 
Zirpe. Majority of deaths 
occurred while scaling 

down the peak.
He said in a traffic 

jam, exhausted climbers 
are often forced to wait 
for several hours for 
their turn to ascend or 
descend on a single rope, 
increasing chances of 
breathlessness, exhaus-
tion, frostbite or altitude 
sickness. Climbers could 
also run out of oxygen 
during the final phase of 
the ascent.

“To issue a permit to 
climb the mountain,

11,000 are being 
charged by Nepal Tour-
ism Department, how-
ever, while issuing these 
permits, the department 
does not pay any heed to 
the fact that how many 
climbers should be al-
lowed at one point of 
time,” said Zirpe who is 
an expedition leader of a 
mountaineering club.

He rued the fact that 
there are no restrictions 
on the number of climb-
ers. “If you see, only a 
two-week clear weather 
window is available in the 
entire year and to catch 
that window, everybody 
rushes to Nepal,” he said.  

NDA likely to 
get majority 
in RS by 2021
new delhi, May 27 (PtI): 
The BJP-led NDA, which 
currently has 99 Rajya 
Sabha members, is likely 
to get a majority in the 
Upper House of Parlia-
ment by the end of 2021, 
making it easier for the 
ruling alliance to carry 
out its legislative agenda.

After securing a 
thumping majority in 
the Lok Sabha polls with 
victory in 303 seats, the 
ruling Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) is looking at 
a rise in its numbers in 
the Rajya Sabha in the 
months ahead as it is all 
set to win most of the 
seats in states like Uttar 
Pradesh.

Assembly polls are 
due in some states like 
Maharashtra, Haryana 
and Jharkhand later this 
year and the BJP’s show 
in the Rajya Sabha polls, 
slated for 2020, will de-
pend on its numbers 
garnered in these state 
elections.

BJP’s floor managers 
in the Upper House are 
confident of putting up 
a good show in the As-
sembly polls, going by 
the party’s huge victory 
in the Lok Sabha polls 
in these states and are 
confident of the Nation-
al Democratic Alliance 
(NDA) crossing the ma-
jority mark of 124 in the 
Rajya Sabha.

The saffron party is 
currently in power in Ma-
harashtra, Haryana and 
Jharkhand.

As many as 10 Rajya 
Sabha seats will fall va-
cant in Uttar Pradesh in 
2020 and the BJP’s huge 
majority in the state 
means it can win nine of 
those.

If the number of seats 
its allies like the JD(U) 
in Bihar, the AIADMK in 
Tamil Nadu and the Shiv 
Sena in Maharashtra is 
added, the ruling alliance 
may cross the majori-
ty mark of 124 seats in 
2021.

Many non-NDA, non-
UPA parties like the BJD, 
the TRS and the YSRCP 
have supported the rul-
ing dispensation on sev-
eral crucial bills.

The majority in the 
Upper House will be a 
big boost for the Narendra 
Modi-led government as its 
contentious bills to abolish 
“triple talaq” and amend 
the Citizenship Act got 
stuck in the Rajya Sabha.

Pope sounds 
racism 
alarm as EU 
nationalists 
win big
Vatican City, May 27 
(AFP): Pope Francis 
warned Monday against 
a rise of intolerance and 
racism as far-right nation-
alists and eurosceptic par-
ties made historic gains in 
European elections.

“The signs of mean-
ness we see around us 
heighten our fear of ‘the 
other’, the unknown, the 
marginalised, the for-
eigner,” he said in a mes-
sage for the World Day of 
Migrants and Refugees.

“It is not just about 
them, but about all of us, 
and about the present 
and future of the human 
family. “Migrants, es-
pecially those who are 
most vulnerable, help us 
to read the ‘signs of the 
times’,” he said.

Nationalist forces 
from Marine Le Pen in 
France to Matteo Salvini 
in Italy and Nigel Farage 
in Britain boasted signif-
icant gains in the EU par-
liament elections which 
wound up on Sunday.

Salvini’s far-right 
League party did particu-
larly well in Italy in cen-
tres seen as migrant “hot 
spots”, including a town 
held up by the left as a 
model of tolerance and 
integration.

Francis acknowl-
edged the “fear” in many 
societies towards mi-
grants and refugees ar-
riving in search of pro-
tection or a better future.

“To some extent, the 
fear is legitimate, also 
because the preparation 
for this encounter is lack-
ing,” he said, alluding to 
often piecemeal and in-
adequate approaches to 
refugee integration.

“But the problem is 
not that we have doubts 
and fears. The problem is 
when they condition our 
way of thinking and acting 
to the point of making us 
intolerant, closed and per-
haps even -- without real-
ising it -- racist,” he added.

“Today’s world is 
increasingly becoming 
more elitist and cruel to-
wards the excluded,” the 
Argentinian said in his 
message titled “It is not 
just about migrants”.

“Wars only affect 
some regions of the 
world, yet weapons of 
war are produced and 
sold in other regions 
which are then unwilling 
to take in the refugees 
produced by these con-
flicts,” he added.

The next World Day 
of Migrants and Refugees 
is not until September 
29, but the Vatican sends 
out papal messages on 
such subjects well in ad-
vance to provide guid-
ance to pastors around 
the world.
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Watered Down 
Yes, there is a supply problem but the 

problem is bigger

Apart from euphoria and dejections, the election fever 
peaked with complaints of water supply disruptions 

from several parts of Gangtok. What also needs to also be 
recognized is that even if Gangtok receives normal supply 
at this time of the year, it will not be enough. This is peak 
tourist season, a time when Gangtok’s population must at 
least be doubling, if not increasing by even more. What is 
normal supply for Gangtokians will obviously be inade-
quate when the guests arrive. That said, while this might 
explain why just about every hotel has to supplement its 
water supply through private means, it does not explain 
why supply itself dries up so often. There is enough water 
at the source, and at this time of the year, the volume is 
abundant too. It is in the supply lines that the problems 
occur, but even that would not have unsettled kitchens to 
the extent they do if only Gangtok had sustained the tra-
dition of keeping water sacred.

The present time, when the capital’s infrastructure is 
under tremendous stress due to the tourist arrivals and 
there is still reasonably adequate water supply for most 
homes, is an apt moment for Sikkim to record how grate-
ful it is for having been blessed with abundant supply. 
This is also perhaps the right occasion for Gangtokians to 
recognize how recklessly they waste away much of what 
nature has bestowed on them by way of water resources. 

Gangtok tends to be casual about its water usage, but 
phone in someone in Namchi [if Darjeeling’s too distant], 
to appreciate how special it is to relax in the knowledge 
that supply is assured. Many years ago, when the wa-
ter supply lines in Gangtok snapped for the first time, it 
heaped more inconvenience on the capital dwellers than 
the misery which has become a constant in monsoon-in-
undated, but supply-starved Darjeeling district in neigh-
bouring West Bengal. It was then that Sikkim should have 
realized that its abuse of water courses began with the 
acceptance of concrete-driven ‘development’. Had it done 
so, by now, some course-corrections would have started 
showing results. Instead, what we are going through is 
a phase when there is literally water all around but not 
enough in the taps.

Ask any old-timer [and they need not be that old ei-
ther] about the number of dharas they would encounter 
on a walk up to Gangtok from Ranipool and you will real-
ize how nearly all the dharas have been lost - dammed up by 
buildings hugging the road while shrugging away springs. 
Those that survive, struggle under filth and also garbage. 
This illustrates the general attitude towards natural re-
sources - they are taken for granted, which is why their nur-
ture is not seen as a collective social responsibility. Even gov-
ernment documents speak in glorious terms of the need to 
‘exploit’ Sikkim’s natural resources, when the guiding prin-
ciple for natural resourse-driven development should be to 
‘harness’ them. Harnessing, which carries a stronger sense 
of responsibility to nurture, is also the traditional practice; 
something borne out by such rituals as the annual Bhum-
Chu ceremony which celebrates the reverence in which wa-
ter used to be held in Sikkim.

When the accepted motivation is to exploit, the loss 
of a natural asset is not missed or even noticed and re-
sources start getting abused as permissible collateral 
damage to “improve” the “quality of life”. It’s an intricate 
web, because with the snapping of the direct connection 
with natural resources, also lost are traditional practices 
fashioned around their care and nurture. With the loss 
of dharas, and the proliferation of water filters in every 
home, the day is not far when a generation grows up be-
lieving that water is artificially manufactured and piped 
into homes. Once that happens, the ignorance will allow 
forest cover in watershed areas to be felled so that ur-
ban homes can have wood paneling to camouflage ugly 
cement; the water sinks in the higher reaches, sustained 
over a millennia, will be lost within a decade and the 
only thing working at the Selep water reservoir will be 
the electronic light displays installed there. It is not for 
nothing that the hill people have attached such high rev-
erence to natural springs and fresh water sources. They 
understood that these made life possible here and pro-
tected them with strict rules of conduct reinforced with 
beliefs and legends of fairies and easily-offended local 
deities who resided there. Isn’t it ironic that resources 
which were so well preserved by what we now dismiss 
as blind faith, have been so quickly lost with the arrival of 
scientific, rational thinking?

Plastic poisons ocean bacteria that produce 10% of 
the world’s oxygen and prop up the marine food chain

Kipchoge’s marathon success remains a 
mystery: some clues from my research

PetRA CAMeRon & PHILIPPA KeARney
theconversation.com

We’ve all seen the impact of our plastic addic-
tion. It’s hard to miss the devastating images 

of whales and sea birds that have died with their 
stomachs full of solidified fossil fuels. The recent 
discovery of a plastic bag in the Mariana Trench, 
at over 10,000 metres below sea level, reminds us 
of the depth of our problem. Now, the breadth is 
increasing too. New research suggests that chem-
icals leaching from the bags and bottles that pep-
per our seas are harming tiny marine organisms 
that are central to sustained human existence.

Once plastic waste is out in the open, waves, 
wind and sunlight cause it to break down into 
smaller pieces. This fragmentation process releas-
es chemical additives, originally added to imbue 
useful qualities such as rigidity, flexibility, resis-
tance to flames or bacteria, or a simple splash 
of colour. Research has shown that the presence 
of these chemicals in fresh water and drinking 
water can have grave effects, ranging from re-
duced reproduction rates and egg hatching in 
fish, to hormone imbalances, reduced fertility or 
infertility, cardiovascular diseases, diabetes and 
cancer in humans.

But very little research has looked at how 
these additives might affect life in our oceans. To 
find out, researchers at Macquarie University pre-
pared seawater contaminated with differing con-
centrations of chemicals leached from plastic bags 
and PVC, two of the most common plastics in the 
world. They then measured how living in such wa-
ter affected the most abundant photosynthesising 
organism on Earth – Prochlorococcus. As well as 
being a critical foundation of the oceanic food 
chain, they produce 10% of the world’s oxygen.

The results indicate that the scale and poten-
tial impacts of plastic pollution may be far great-
er than most of us had imagined. They showed 
that the chemical-contaminated seawater se-
verely reduced the bacteria’s rate of growth and 
oxygen production. In most cases, bacteria pop-
ulations actually declined.

WHAt CAn Be done?
Given the importance of oxygen levels to the 

rate of global heating, and the vital role these 
phytoplankton play in ensuring thriving marine 
ecosystems, it is essential that we now conduct 
research outside of the laboratory into the effects 
of plastic additives on bacteria in the open seas. In 
the meantime, we need to take active steps to re-
duce the risks of chemical plastic pollution.

The clear first step is to reduce the amount of 
plastic entering the ocean. Recent EU and UK bans 
on single-use plastics are a start, but much more 
radical policies are need-
ed now to reduce the 
role plastic plays in our 
lives as well as to stop 
the plastic we do use be-
ing released into water-
ways and dramatically 
improve appallingly low 
recycling rates.

At an internation-
al level, we must make 
addressing the waste 
produced by the fishing 
industry a priority. Bro-
ken fishing nets alone 
account for almost half 
of the plastic in the Great 
Pacific Garbage Patch 
– and lost or discarded 
fishing gear accounts for one-third of the plastic 
litter in European seas. EU incentives announced 
in 2019 to tackle this waste do not go far enough.

Legislation is also urgently needed to limit the 
industrial use of harmful chemical additives to a 
level that is absolutely necessary. As an example, 
bisphenol A, found in myriad products ranging 
from receipt paper to rubber ducks, is now list-
ed as a “substance of very high concern” due to 
its hormone-disrupting effects. But as yet the few 
existing laws regulating the chemical do not cov-
er the majority of industrial use. This needs to 
change – as quickly as possible.

Of course, even if we can completely stop new 

chemicals from reaching the oceans, we will still 
have a legacy of plastic and associated chemical 
pollution to deal with. At the moment, we have no 
idea whether we’ve already done irreversible dam-
age, or if marine ecosystems are resilient to current 
levels of plastic pollution in the open oceans. But the 
health of our oceans is not something we can risk. 
So, in addition to physical removal schemes such as 
The Ocean Clean Up, we need to invest in chemical 
removal technologies as well.

In salty ocean environments, such technolo-
gies are under-researched. We are currently in the 

early stages of developing a floating device that 
uses a small electric circuit to transform BPA into 
easily retrievable solid matter, but our work alone 
is not enough. Scientists and governments need 
to ramp up their efforts to both understand and 
eliminate the problem of chemical contamination 
of our oceans, before it’s too late.

While ocean bacteria may seem far removed 
from our daily lives, we are dependent on these 
tiny organisms to maintain the balance of our eco-
systems. We ignore their plight at our peril.

[Petra Cameron is Senior Lecturer in 
Chemistry, University of Bath; Philippa Kearney 

is PhD Researcher, University of Bath]

VInCent o. onyWeRA
theconversation.com

Kenya’s Eliud Kipchoge is un-
doubtedly the greatest mara-

thoner of the modern age. He has 
won 11 of the 12 marathons he has 
competed in. His only loss was to 
another Kenyan, Wilson Kipsang, 
during the 2013 Berlin Marathon 
when he came in second.

In 2018, Kipchoge not only won 
the Berlin Marathon: he also broke 
the world record, completing 42km 
in 2:01:39. Earlier in 2019, he ran 
the second fastest marathon in histo-
ry, in London.

Kipchoge, then, is virtually un-
beatable over the 42km distance. This 
raises questions about his physical and 
mental strength and willpower. How 
does he do it? Is he superhuman?

Kipchoge isn’t the only Kenyan 
athlete to dominate the world’s re-
cord tables. Since the 1960 Rome 
Olympics, Kenyan runners have 
enjoyed unparalleled dominance in 
distance running events, from 800 
metres to the marathon. Together 
with their Ethiopian neighbours, Ken-
yan athletes have not only dominated 
long-distance Olympic races but have 
also dominated the world cross-coun-
try and road-racing circuit.

So it is not surprising that ques-
tions abound about what makes Ken-
yan runners so talented. A plethora 
of studies have sought the answer, 
or answers. And they have come up 
with several possible reasons to elu-
cidate the phenomenal performance 

of Kenya runners.
I have come to my own conclu-

sions based on research that I have 
conducted on various aspects of 
Kenyan athletes over the past two 
decades. I have published several re-
search papers on the subject. Some 
of the papers have looked at the ex-
emplary performance of the Kenyan 
runners through different lenses.

In one of the publications, col-
leagues and I investigated the demo-
graphic characteristics of elite Ken-
yan endurance runners participating 
in international competitions. We 
tracked their evolution over the period 
of their international emergence and 
current dominance. In another paper, 
we looked at the running performance, 
nationality, sex and age in marathon 
running between 1999–2015. In 2005 
my colleagues and I looked at the food 
and macronutrient intake of elite Ken-
yan distance runners.

Based on this body of knowledge 
and empirical data I would observe 
that Eliud Kipchoge’s extraordinary 
and excellent performance has a lot 
to do with his mental strength, phys-
ical fitness, diet, and great running 
economy which enables him to utilise 
oxygen and generate energy more ef-
ficiently. Overall, there is an interplay 
between nature and nurture in the 
success of Kenyan runners. 

Admittedly, my research does 
not answer all of the questions sur-
rounding the performance of Kenyan 
runners. More research still needs to 
be done to explain and fully under-
stand the phenomenon.

eXPLAnAtIonS ABout KenyAnS
Researchers propose a series 

of explanations for the outstanding 
success of Kenya’s elite athletes in 
general. Some experts attribute their 
prowess to favourable physiological 
characteristics. Such characteristics in-
clude, among others, maximal oxygen 
uptake, higher ability of the body to con-
vert certain fats to energy, particularly 
during prolonged periods, and the abil-
ity to efficiently consume oxygen.

Sports scientists like myself have 
also linked their success to their diet, 
which is typically high in carbohy-
drates and low in fat. Their protein 
intake matches that of other elite 
athletes. Generally, the staple diets 
of Kenyan runners include ugali (stiff 
porridge made from maize or millet 
flour), green leafy vegetables, milk, 
kidney beans, and eggs.

Genetic makeup is another factor. 
But studies have been unable to prove 
that Kenyan athletes are genetically 
adapted towards distance running. 
One thing that does work to their ad-
vantage, however, is the fact most of 
them were born and raised at high 
altitude. The body produces more and 
bigger red blood cells at high altitude. 
This increases oxygen delivery to the 
muscles and boosts performance.

Another factor to consider in 
analysing the dominance of Kenya’s 
athletes is the long distances they 
ran to and from school as children – 
often up to 10km one way. Many of 
them also engaged in daily physical 
activities such as farming, herding 
animals, fetching firewood and wa-

ter. Experts believe that this led to 
the development of high aerobic ca-
pacity which means that their bodies 
take in more oxygen and use it more 
efficiently to generate energy.

Finally, some researchers have 
suggested that Kenya’s long-distance 
runners have a psychological and 
social advantage because they now 
see themselves as unbeatable on the 
global stage. This psycho-social edge 
over other long-distance runners has 
developed among Kenyan runners 
because they have an aura of invin-
cibility, both in their own and their 
opponents’ minds.
eLIud KIPCHoGe’S CASe

Explanations for Kipchoge’s 
performance have included physi-
ological characteristics like genetic 
endowment, and advantageous envi-
ronmental conditions, such as being 
born and raised at high altitude.

Based on my own empirical re-
search, most of which aligns with pre-
vious studies, I have come to the con-
clusion that – like many other success-
ful elite athletes – Kipchoge’s success 
has a lot to do with a unique interplay 
between nature and nurture. This in-
cludes, but is not limited to, genetics, 
physiology, nutrition, coaching, and 
mental and emotional preparedness.

Kipchoge is at his peak. In 2017, he 
tried to become the first person to run 
a marathon in less than two hours. He 
will make a fresh attempt this year and 
I have no doubt that he can do it.

[the writer is Professor of 
Exercise and Sports Science, 

Kenyatta University]
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Assam Rifles ex-Servicemen rally in darjCitizenship amendment, triple talaq bills lapse

IMd sent nearly 65 lakh SMS to give Fani alert

3 injured in powerful blast claimed 
by Islamic State in Bangladesh

Mizoram Budget for FY20 to be presented on June 13

Provide names of big loan 
defaulters: CIC to RBI

new delhi, May 27 (PtI): The Central Information 
Commission (CIC) has directed the Reserve Bank of 
India to disclose the list of big loan defaulters it had 
sent to banks for resolution.

The CIC’s directive came while deciding on a plea 
by Lucknow-based activist Nutan Thakur, who had 
based her RTI application on some media reports that 
RBI Deputy Governor Viral Acharya in a lecture in 
2017 had said accounts of some loan defaulters have 
been sent to banks for resolution.

“The IAC (internal advisory committee) has rec-
ommended that the Reserve Bank of India should 
initially focus on stressed assets which are large, ma-
terial and aged, in that they have eluded a viable reso-
lution plan despite being classified as NPAs (non-per-
forming assets) for a significant amount of time,” 
Acharya had said. The RBI had accordingly directed 
banks to file insolvency applications against 12 large 
accounts comprising about 25 per cent of the total 
NPAs, he had said.

“The Reserve Bank has now advised the banks 
to resolve some of the other accounts by December 
2017; if the banks fail to put in place a viable resolu-
tion plan within the timelines, these cases also will be 
referred for resolution under the IBC (Insolvency and 
Bankruptcy Code),” the RBI deputy governor had said.

In her RTI application, Thakur wanted to know 
from the RBI the list of loan defaulters that was re-
ferred to in the lecture and the records of note sheets 
and correspondence regarding these accounts.

The RBI had refused to provide the details to her 
by calling them “confidential information”, following 
which she approached the CIC. “The CPIO (chief pub-
lic information officer) denied the information under 
section 8 (1) (d) (commercial confidence) of RTI Act 
whereas the first appellate authority held that the ex-
emption under section 8 (1) (d) does not apply to the 
case and but falls under Section 45C and E of the RBI 
Act as per which the credit information submitted by 
all banks shall be treated confidential,” Information 
Commissioner Suresh Chandra noted.

The Right to Information provides a two-stage dis-
pute resolution process.

In the process, a CPIO receives and responds to 
the application.His decision to deny or provide partial 
information is first challenged before a senior officer 
within the organisation called the first appellate au-
thority. If the applicant is still unsatisfied, a second 
appeal can be filed before the CIC.

During the hearing before the commission this 
month, the RBI had said on September 16, 2017, the 
date of filing of the RTI application, the information 
was not provided due to pending resolution and the 
list of defaulters had not been finalised, but now they 
can provide the information.

On the issue of note sheets and correspondence, 
the central bank said it not only pertains to the list 
of willful defaulters but also the burrowers suffering 
economic distress. “The information in that regard 
are so intertwined that it may not be possible to sepa-
rate or sever each and every document...

“Disclosure of names of the borrowers of econom-
ic distress would breach the confidentiality among 
the customers and the RBI, hence, may be exempted 
under section 8 (1) (d) of RTI Act,” it had said.

In his order, Chandra said he agrees with the RBI 
that the information related to note sheets and cor-
respondence is voluminous and may also include 
additional information that is not sought in the RTI 
application. He said the disclosure of entire files may 
also reveal the names of the borrowers which are not 
included in the list of willful defaulters. 

Saradha scam: ex-Kolkata police chief fails to 
appear before CBI for questioning, seeks time

new delhi, May 27 (PtI): 
With the dissolution of 
the 16th Lok Sabha, the 
contentious Citizenship 
(amendment) Bill and 
the one on banning triple 
talaq have lapsed as they 
were not passed by Rajya 
Sabha. The two bils could 
not be passed by Rajya 
Sabha in the Budget ses-
sion, the last Parliament 
session of the outgoing 
government.

The term of the pres-
ent Lok Sabha was to end 
on June 3, but with the 
election process over, 
President Ram Nath Kov-
ind dissolved the lower 
house on Saturday. The 
first session of the 17th 
Lok Sabha is likely to 
commence from June 6.

Bills introduced in 
Rajya Sabha and pending 
there do not lapse with 
the dissolution of Lok 
Sabha. Bills passed by 
the Lok Sabha, and pend-
ing in the Rajya Sabha, 
however, lapse. The op-
position had been op-
posing provisions of the 
two bills in Rajya Sabha 
where the government 
lacked numbers.

The Citizenship 
(Amendment) Bill, 2019 
provided for according 
Indian citizenship to 
Hindus, Jains, Christians, 

Sikhs, Buddhists and 
Parsis from Bangladesh, 
Pakistan and Afghani-
stan after seven years 
of residence in India in-
stead of 12 years, which 
is the current norm, even 
if they do not possess 
any document. The legis-
lation was passed by Lok 
Sabha during the Winter 
Session on January 8 but 
could not be cleared by 
the upper house.

There has been 
strong opposition to the 
bill in Assam and other 
Northeastern states.

Student organisa-
tions, political parties 
and socio-cultural bodies 
have been protesting on 

the grounds that it seeks 
to grant nationality to 
non-Muslims who have 
come into India up to De-
cember 31, 2014, there-
by increasing the dead-
line from 1971 as per the 
Assam Accord.

The Muslim Wom-
en (Protection of Rights 
on Marriage) bill which 
made the practice of 
instant triple talaq (ta-
laq-e-biddat) a penal 
offence, was opposed by 
the opposition parties 
which had claimed that 
jail term for the husband 
for divorcing his wife is 
legally untenable.

The government had 
promulgated the ordi-

nance on triple talaq 
twice. Under the Muslim 
Women (Protection of 
Rights on Marriage) Or-
dinance, 2019, divorcing 
through instant triple ta-
laq will be illegal, void and 
would attract a jail term of 
three years for the husband 
A Bill to convert the earlier 
ordinance, issued in Sep-
tember 2018, was cleared 
by the Lok Sabha in Decem-
ber and was pending in the 
Rajya Sabha

Since the Bill could 
not get parliamentary 
approval, a fresh ordi-
nance was issued.

Seeking to allay fears 
that the proposed law 
could be misused, the 

government has includ-
ed certain safeguards in 
it such as adding a pro-
vision for bail for the ac-
cused during trial.

These amendments 
were cleared by the Cab-
inet on August 29, 2018. 
While the ordinance 
makes it a “non-bailable” 
offence, an accused can 
approach a magistrate 
even before trial to seek 
bail. In a non-bailable 
offence, bail cannot be 
granted by police at the 
police station itself.

A provision was add-
ed to allow the magis-
trate to grant bail “after 
hearing the wife”, the 
government had said.

dhaka, May 27 (PtI): 
A police officer and two 
others were injured in a 
powerful blast claimed 
by the Islamic State in 
Bangladesh’s capital.

The explosives that 
lead to the blast in a po-
lice pick-up van in Dha-
ka’s Malibagh on Sun-
day night might have 
been planted, Dhaka 
Metropolitan Police 
(DMP) Commissioner 
Asaduzzaman Mia said 
on Monday.

“We think it (the ex-
plosive) was kept in the 
car and not hurled at 
the police,” he said while 
talking to reporters after 
visiting the injured at 
Dhaka Medical College 
Hospital.

“Based on primary 
investigation, we think 
it was an improvised 
bomb, but it was more 

powerful than the usual 
ones used here,” he said.

An assistant sub-in-
spector and two others 
were injured in the ex-
plosion.

He said police have 
yet to identify the cul-
prits.

Meanwhile, US-based 
SITE Intelligence Group 
said that IS has claimed 
responsibility for the 
blast targeting the police 
van in Dhaka.

Terming the inci-
dent as an act to spread 
fear, the DMP chief 
said: “If they (the at-
tackers) wanted, they 
could have killed our po-
lice officials.”

“Attacking a police 
vehicle or checkpost is 
a move to break down 
the police’s morale and 
its initiative to oust 
terrorism from Bangla-

desh, he said.
The government 

has consistently ruled 
out the presence of the 
dreaded terror group in 
the Muslim-majority na-
tion though experts have 
been maintaining that 
series of brutal attacks 
on minorities and secu-
lar activists had the hall-
marks of ISIS group.

Bangladesh launched 
a crackdown on Islamist 
militants following the 
July 2016 terror attack in 
which terrorists stormed 
a Dhaka cafe and killed 
22 people, including 18 
foreigners, by firing in-
discriminately. The ISIS 
claimed responsibility 
for the attack.

In a nationwide raids 
since then, the security 
forces have killed around 
100 terrorists and de-
tained several others.

Kolkata, May 27 (PtI): 
Former Kolkata police 
chief Rajeev Kumar Mon-
day failed to appear be-
fore the CBI, which had 
summoned him for ques-
tioning in connection 
with the Saradha chit 
fund scam, and sought a 
week’s time citing per-
sonal reasons.

A CID official visited 
the CBI office in Salt Lake 
and submitted a letter by 
Kumar in which he said 
he is on a three-day leave 
and is therefore unable 
to attend the summon, 
officials said.

Kumar sought seven 
days time, citing person-
al reasons, to appear be-
fore CBI officers in con-
nection with the case.

“We waited for Mr Ku-
mar but he did not turn 
up. We have received a 
letter from the West Ben-
gal CID regarding his ab-
sence,” an official said.

CBI sources said offi-
cials were at the Barasat 
court to pre-empt any 
attempt by Kumar to pre-
vent the agency from in-

terrogating him.
Several calls to Ku-

mar went unanswered.
Kumar was reinstated 

as the additional direc-
tor general of CID by the 
West Bengal government 
on Sunday night, soon 
after the model code of 
conduct was lifted.

The CBI had on Sun-
day summoned the IPS 
officer after a team of 
the investigating agency 
failed to meet him at his 
residence in connection 
with the Saradha probe.

On Saturday, the CBI 
had also issued a lookout 
notice against Kumar to 
prevent him from leaving 
the country.

The agency wants 
custodial interrogation 
of Kumar in connection 
with the scam as he was 
heading the police’s spe-
cial investigation team to 
probe the case before the 
CBI took over.

Last month, the CBI 
had told the Supreme 
Court that Kumar’s cus-
todial interrogation was 
necessary as he was not 

cooperating in the probe 
and was “evasive” and 
“arrogant” in answering 
the queries put to him 
during questioning.

On May 17, the apex 
court withdrew protec-
tion from arrest given to 
Kumar and asked the CBI 
to proceed as per law. 
It gave a week’s time to 
Kumar to approach the 
competent court for an-
ticipatory bail.

Kumar again ap-
proached the top court 
last Monday, seeking 
extension of the pro-
tection and saying the 
courts in West Bengal 
were not function-
ing due to a lawyers’ 
strike. His petition 
was rejected, follow-
ing which moved an 
anticipatory bail plea 
in the Barasat court.

As part of the Rs 
2,500 crore scam, the 
Saradha group of com-
panies duped lakhs of 
customers, promising 
higher rates of returns 
on their investment, the 
CBI had said.

Gangtok, 27 May (PIB): 
Assam Rifles will be or-
ganizing an Ex-Service-
men rally in Darjeeling 
district of West Bengal 
on 28 May, 2019. Ral-
ly will commence at 
8:30am at Gymkhana 
Club Auditorium, Dar-
jeeling. The aim of the 
rally is to assist Assam 
Rifles Ex-Servicemen & 
Veer Naris in resolution 
of their grievances, if 

any. It also aims at en-
hancing their awareness 
with regard to latest 
policies/ regulations as 
well as job opportunities.

Stalls would be estab-
lished by various branch-
es of Headquarters Di-
rectorate General Assam 
Rifles like Record Office, 
Pension Cell (UPAO), 
Assam Rifles Ex-Service-
men Association & Wel-
fare and Rehabilitation 

Board Directorate. Civil 
Administration will also 
put up stalls like Bank-
ing Services, Agriculture 
and Horticultural de-
partments, PAN Card & 
Aadhaar Card services. 
A medical camp will 
also be organised by the 
Headquarters Director-
ate General Assam Rifles 
during the rally for the 
benefit of the Ex-Service-
men fraternity.

Aizawl, May 27 (PtI): 
Mizoram Chief Minister 
Zoramthanga will pres-
ent the state budget for 
the 2019-20 fiscal on 
June 13, a senior official 
said on Monday.

The Mizoram As-
sembly session would 
commence on June 12 
and conclude on June 

27, he said.
Assembly Secre-

tary S R Zokhuma told 
PTI the meeting of the 
business advisory com-
mittee (BAC), chaired 
by speaker Lalrinliana 
Sailo, on Monday decid-
ed that the state budget 
will be presented on 
June 13.

The regular bud-
get had already been 
prepared, but the an-
nouncement of the Lok 
Sabha polls before the 
session of the legisla-
ture in March prompted 
Zoramthanga to seek 
a vote on account for 
the first four months of 
2019-20.

new delhi, May 27 
(PtI): The India Mete-
orological Department 
(IMD) has sent nearly 
65 lakh messages to the 
people in eastern and 
southern India to give 
them updates about Cy-
clone Fani that hit the 
Odisha coast earlier this 
month, a report said.

According to the re-
port, which was sent to 
the Union government, 
the IMD sent over 59 lakh 
messages to the farmers 
of Andhra Pradesh, Odi-
sha, West Bengal, Assam, 
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu 
and Puducherry, advising 
them to take precaution-
ary measures.

Nearly half of the 
59,37,365 messages 
were sent to the farmers 
of Odisha that saw the 
maximum destruction 
destruction due to Fani.

Some of the messag-
es, which were also sent 
in local languages, read: 
“Keep the animals and 

poultry birds in safe plac-
es. Postpone harvesting 
and keep the harvested 
produce if any in safe 
place.” too.

Multiples messages 
were sent to the farmers 
of these states from April 
26-May 3 when the cy-
clone struck the Odisha 
coast, bringing large-
scale destruction, flat-
tening standing crops in 
the state and killing over 
60 people.

More than 40 lakh 
farmers have registered 
themselves for the IMD’s 
Gramin Krishi Mausam 
Sewa project, in which 
they are sent crucial 
weather-related messag-
es that can help them to 
deal with emergencies.

Moreover, over four 
lakh SMS were also sent 
to the public by the IMD. 
As many as 2,140 mes-
sages were sent to disas-
ter managers of different 
states by the IMD.

The national weather 

agency’s cyclone warn-
ing centres in Kolkata, 
Bhubaneswar and Vi-
sakhapatnam also sent 
over 33,500 messages to 
different stakeholders.

The Indian National 
Centre for Ocean Infor-
mation Services also sent 
messages to fishermen 
to alert them about the 
storm.

The IMD won praise 
from different quarters 
for its accurate predic-
tion of the very severe cy-
clonic storm and its land-
fall site. Dissemination of 
information to different 
stakeholders also played 
a critical role in carrying 
out massive evacuation 
exercise that saved sev-
eral lives.

Originating in the 
east Indian Ocean and 
southeast Bay of Ben-
gal as a depression, Fani 
covered a track of 3,030 
kilometres, one of the 
longest trajectories, the 
IMD said.



6 SummitTIMES | 28 May 2019 Sport&Specials

Contact summit times at
9832556698, 
9832369520

news@summittimes.com
advertse@summittimes.com
summittmes16@gmail.com

Ronaldo not enough as Juve extend Italian 
domination but fall short in europe

Milan, May 27 (AFP): 
Massimiliano Allegri 
oversaw his final game 
as Juventus coach on 
Sunday, after guiding 
the team to an eighth 
consecutive Serie A title 
but paying the price for 
yet another Champions 
League failure despite 
the sensational signing 
of Portuguese superstar 
Cristiano Ronaldo.

Ronaldo was left out 
alongside a host of other 
starters as the Allegri era 
ended with the whimper 
of a 2-0 defeat at Samp-
doria, having played 31 
of 38 matches and clos-
ing the season as the 
team’s top scorer with 21 
league goals. But helping 
the team to another Serie 
A title was not why the 
34-year-old was signed 
last summer.

Ronaldo had spent 
nine glittering seasons 
at Real Madrid, lifting 
a fourth Champions 
League trophy in five 
seasons before moving 
to Italy.

His arrival in Turin 
on a 100-million-euro ( 
115 million) deal, plus a 
reported 30 million eu-
ros a year, was hailed as 

“the deal of the century” 
by the Italian press.

But after a season in 
which they were expect-
ed to sweep all before 
them Juventus have won 
less than the previous 
season, with their four-
year reign as Coppa Italia 
holders ended in a 3-0 
quarter-final defeat by 
Atalanta. Ronaldo single 
handedly lifted Juven-

tus into the Champions 
League quarter-finals 
with a hat-trick against 
Atletico Madrid.

But his hopes of a 
fourth straight Europe-
an triumph were ended 
when they crashed out to 
daring Dutch Ajax in the 
last eight.

Amid criticism of 
Allegri’s tactics, Ronal-
do, who has scored 124 

goals in 160 Champions 
League appearances, re-
portedly said: “I don’t 
work miracles”.

“Cristiano showed us 
he could always score 
in the games that count-
ed. But then you have to 
have a strong team behind 
him,” said veteran defend-
er Andrea Barzagli.
- Money-SPInneR -

Despite the finan-

cial fallout of failing to 
advance in the Cham-
pions League, Ronal-
do’s signing has been 
a money-spinning one 
for Juventus.

The five-time Ballon 
d’Or winner is the most 
followed sports star on 
social media with a glob-
al reach of over 340 mil-
lion followers.

More fans ultimate-

ly means more money, 
and suddenly Ronaldo’s 
transfer fee does not look 
so extortionate.

The club’s value on 
the Milan stock exchange 
has rocketed by 133 per-
cent since his arrival last 
July. Shares had been 
trading around 0.6 euro 
in mid-May, jumping to 
1.8 euro during the ses-
sion on September 20, 
before dipping slightly 
following rape allega-
tions against Ronaldo in 
the United States dating 
back to 2009 which he 
vehemently denies.

Shares jumped by 
30 per cent after his 
hat-trick catapulted the 
Italian football club into 
the quarter finals of the 
Champions League in 
March. Next season there 
will be a new coach on 
the bench with reports 
that Chelsea manager 
Maurizio Sarri, former 
coach of Napoli, Totten-
ham’s Mauricio Pochet-
tino and Lazio boss Sim-
one Inzaghi are among 
the candidates.

On the pitch Welsh 
international midfielder 
Aaron Ramsey arrives in 
Turin from Arsenal.

It’s ‘coming home’? History beckons england
KuSHAn SARKAR
new delhi, May 27 (PtI): 
A bunch of once-in-a-gen-
eration specialists, 
armed with a new crick-
eting philosophy, would 
strive to translate hopes 
into result for hosts En-
gland, in what is deemed 
their best chance to win 
a maiden ODI World Cup 
title. Cricket is no longer 
the top sport in game’s 
original home but the de-
clining popularity could 
get a much-needed fillip 
if Eoin Morgan stands 
with the trophy on the 
Lord’s balcony on July 14.

There was a sea-
change in their cricket-
ing philosophy after the 
2015 World Cup deba-
cle, where they failed to 
qualify even for the quar-
ter-finals.

The team has since 
started playing aggres-
sive brand of crick-
et and has earmarked 
match-winners, specific 
to the format.

And it has produced 
remarkable results. A 
testimony to that is that 
never ever an England 
ODI team has gone into a 
marquee event with such 
high level of expecta-
tions, sitting atop the ICC 
rankings.

If India possess a 
formidable top three in 
Shikhar Dhawan, Rohit 
Sharma and Virat Kohli, 
the hosts possibly have 
the best top six in ODI 
cricket with Jason Roy, 
Jonny Bairstow, Joe Root, 
Jos Buttler, Ben Stokes, 
Moeen Ali and captain 

Morgan -- all capable of 
changing a game on their 
head.

Recently, England’s 
Test specialist Stuart 
Broad said that none of 
the former greats, who 
have had good ODI re-
cord can replace the cur-
rent top 6, who are rak-
ing up skyscraper-like 
totals day in and day out.

Add to it, there will be 
leg-spinner Adil Rashid, 
who has the maximum 
ODI wickets in world 
cricket since 2015 World 
Cup and the supreme-
ly talented Jofra Archer, 
who has pace and skills 
to trouble the best.

World’s best batsman 
Virat Kohli termed Ar-
cher as a “game chang-
er” and hosts as a team 
which can breach the 
500-run barrier in ODI 
cricket.

Buttler certainly 
deserves the credit as 
his positive approach 
changed it all. A 46-ball-

100 against Pakistan in 
an ODI in UAE in late 
2015 was all that took 
England to start believ-
ing in their ability as a 
limited overs team.

The result of that was 
a total of 481/6 against 
Australia during last 
year’s bilateral series. 
Successfully chasing 
down totals in excess of 
350 has become a day job 
for Buttler and Co.

England and Wales 
Cricket Board allowing 
its players to play in IPL 
has also helped them 
take their game a few 
notches higher.

Whether its Buttler, 
Stokes, Moeen or Bair-
stow, each and everyone 
spoke about the bene-
fits of playing in the IPL 
and how it helped them 
evolve as players.

With a strike-rate of 
nearly 120 (highest for 
any current batsmen 
with more than 1000 
runs), Buttler is expected 

to be the most formida-
ble No. 5 across teams in 
this World Cup.

Especially, when an 
inconsistent Glenn Max-
well and a past-his-prime 
Mahendra Singh Dhoni 
will be playing at that 
slot for their respective 
teams, no total will be 
safe with the Englishman 
around.

Viv Richards’ great-
ness and Joel Garner’s 
incredible spell denied 
them in 1979. The 1987 
final was their own do-
ing when Mike Gatting’s 
reckless reverse sweep 
cost them the match. The 
1992 was a case of Wasim 
Akram’s artistry that left 
them bewildered.

‘It’s coming home’ 
was the theme song 
during football World 
Cup in Russia where En-
gland lost the semi-finals. 
The ‘Barmy Army’ will be 
hoping that Captain Mor-
gan’s troop reach the dis-
tance this time.

Will do everything we 
can to win the trophy 

this time: Guptill

APARAJItA uPAdHyAy
new delhi, May 27 
(PtI): They missed out 
on a fairy-tale ending in 
the previous edition but 
New Zealand will leave 
no stone unturned to 
lift their maiden World 
Cup trophy this time, 
says their swashbuckling 
opener Martin Guptill.

New Zealand start-
ed the warm-up games 
with a bang, slaying tour-
nament giants India by 
six-wickets and 77 balls 
to spare on Saturday.

“I wouldn’t say we 
are favourites to win the 
World Cup this time but 
we have named a strong 
squad. We know it’s go-
ing to be a tough tourna-
ment. We are going to try 
our best, do everything 
we can to go and win the 
trophy we missed out on 
the last time,” Guptill told 
PTI.

New Zealand have 
landed in the UK with 
an experienced and bal-
anced side and the En-
glish pitches are likely to 
suit big hitters like Gup-
till, who will be crucial to 
the team’s success.

The 32-year-old was 
one of the key members 
of the team’s best-ev-
er World Cup campaign 
when they reached their 
maiden final in the previ-
ous edition.

The New Zealand 
opener was the highest 
run-getter with 547 runs 
at an average of 68.37. He 
also scored an unbeaten 
237, the highest individ-
ual score at the World 
Cup, in the quarter-final 
clash against West Indies. 
Such performances in 
big tournaments is what 
keeps the right-hander 
pumped and raring to go.

“It was pretty cool to 
have the second highest 
score in the World Cup 
thus far. You always need 
that kind of confidence 
going to such a big tour-
nament. I think if you are 
not confident maybe you 
probably shouldn’t be 
turning out. I hope I can 
continue the form I had 
last time.”

Guptill also has an 
impressive record in En-
gland. He has scored 652 
runs with a strike-rate 
of 97.31 which includes 
an unbeaten 189 from 
155 balls. New Zealand, 
considered perennial 
dark horses, know how to 
punch above their weight.

“The tournament 
(2015 World Cup) was 
really good for us. We 
played some really good 
cricket but unfortunate-
ly for us, we played our 
worst game in the final.”

Asked if New Zealand 
were a content bunch and 
lacked that extra oomph 
needed to succeed in big 
tournaments, the senior 
batsman said, “I honest-
ly can’t say. I have been 
in three semi-finals and 
we have managed to win 
only one of them.”

“The one against Sri 
Lanka in 2011 we just 
didn’t play well enough, 
up to our potential 
on the day and I think 
that’s probably what’s 
happened the previous 
times we have made the 
semi-finals.”

Many of the players 
who were part of the 
2015 squad have been 
replaced by youngsters 
including former captain 
Brendon McCullum and 
spinner Daniel Vettori 
and Guptill feels the team 
needs to gel well togeth-
er to achieve results like 
last edition.

“To be honest, it’s 
a completely different 
team and it’s a different 
time, it’s four years lat-
er, so we need to come 
together and do what we 
do like last time. We have 
to make sure everybody 
is gelling well and are 
having some fun togeth-
er because that was the 
biggest take away from 
last time.”

New Zealand has had 
a pretty inconsistent run 
up to the World Cup. The 
Kiwis went down nar-
rowly (2-3) to England 
followed by a 1-1 draw 
against Pakistan and a 
0-3 series win against Sri 
Lanka. Playing at home 
they whitewashed Ban-
gladesh 0-3 before losing 
1-4 to India. But Guptill 
is optimistic about his 
side’s performance.

“You look back over 
the summer everybody 
played well, pitched in 
whenever needed and 
came into form which is 
the beauty of our squad, 
everyone has had some 
sort of success heading 
to the World Cup.”

Guptill is coming to 
World Cup on the back 
of two international cen-
turies (117 not out, 118) 
against Bangladesh Feb-
ruary. Since then he has 
only featured in three 
matches for his Indian 
Premier League fran-
chise Sunrisers Hyder-
abad, where he scored 81 
runs with a strike rate of 
152.83.

“I just tried to get as 
much batting practice as 
possible in the nets (in 
the SRH camp), to make 
sure I was in the rhythm 
heading to the World 
Cup,” he said.

India football coach Stimac 
releases 6 players from camp

Shakib has a point to prove, says Bangladesh coach Steve Rhodes
Cardiff, May 27 (PtI): 
The tag of world’s pre-
mier all-rounder right-
fully belongs to Shakib 
Al Hasan, who is all set 
to prove a point to his 
critics, feels Bangladesh 
head coach Steve Rhodes.

Shakib has recent-
ly regained his top ODI 
all-rounder’s position in 
ICC rankings and Ban-
gladesh’s greatest ever 
cricketer with more 
than 5000 runs and 250 
wickets in the 50-over 
format will play a key 
role for the ‘Tigers’.

There were some 
doubts surrounding 
Shakib’s fitness but the 
coach insisted that he is 
fine.

“Shakib is fine. He 
is in a great position 
physically. He had a lit-
tle problem in Ireland 
but he’s got over that 
and is raring to go. He 
is looking forward to a 
wonderful tournament. 
I think he’s got a bit of 
a point to prove and he 
probably thinks that as 
well,” Rhodes was quot-
ed as saying in the ICC 

website.
The talented 

all-rounder, according 
to Bangladesh coach 
was falling off the radar 
a bit but is now slowly 
getting back to his best.

“He (Shakib) seems 
to have been a little bit 
forgotten but now he’s 
back as the world’s 
No.1 all-rounder in 
ODI cricket - and that’s 
where we think he be-
longs. But he’s got a 
point to prove to make 
sure everybody else be-
lieves that.”

One area of concern 
has been the injury to 
another key all-round-
er Mahmudullah Riyad, 
who is currently nurs-
ing a shoulder niggle.

Rhodes said: “Mah-
mudullah’s shoulder 
is coming along a little 
slowly. I don’t think it 
would have been pos-
sible for him to bowl 
against Pakistan in the 
warm-up game. We are 
very optimistic that we 
can get him up and run-
ning for the early stages 
of the World Cup.

new delhi, May 27 (PtI): 
Indian football team’s na-
tional coach Igor Stimac 
on Monday released six 
players from the list of 37 
who had assembled for 
the preparatory camp, 
which kicked-off on May 
21 here in the capital.

Vishal Kaith, Ger-
manpreet Singh, Nandha 
Kumar, Redeem Tlang, 
Bikramjit Singh, and Su-
meet Passi are the ones 
who have been released 
ahead of the King’s Cup, 
to be held in Buriram, 
Thailand from June 5-8.

“I am very happy 
with the efforts put in by 
all the players till now. 
There is a serious compe-
tition to get into that final 
list of 23 who would be 
representing the country 
in the King’s Cup.

“We have released 
6 players who are to go 
back. Each one of them 
has been given an in-
dividual working pro-
gramme which is to be 
executed in the future by 
themselves in an attempt 
to improve on their fit-
ness, and technical, and 
tactical abilities,” Stimac, 
who was a part of Cro-
atia’s 1998 World Cup 
squad that finished third 
in France, added.

The 51-year-old, who 
had guided Croatia to 
World Cup as a coach, 
said he has informed 
players as well as the 
staff about “expectations 
for the following week”.

“We have accom-
plished Phase-1 on our 
working programme. We 
have had meetings with 
the staff, players about 
their work accomplish-
ments till today. We have 
informed them about 
expectations for the fol-
lowing week,” the coach 
revealed.

The Indian team has 
been preparing for the 
King’s Cup, a FIFA-sanc-
tioned International ‘A’ 
tournament being or-
ganised by the Football 
Association of Thailand 
since 1968. India’s pre-
vious participation in the 
King’s Cup were in 1977 
and 1981.

India will play their 
first match against Cura-
cao on June 5, with hosts 
Thailand taking on Viet-
nam in the other match 
on the same day.

The winners of both 
the matches qualify for 
the final, while the two 
others teams would be 
playing the play-off for 
the 3rd spot on June 8.
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Clashes between prisoners 
in Brazil jail leave 15 dead

Sao Paulo, May 27 (AFP): 
Clashes between inmates 
have killed 15 people at a 
jail in Amazonas state in 
northern Brazil, the re-
gional prison authority 
said. The clashes broke 
out around 11:00 am 
(local time) on Sunday 
during visiting hours at 
the facility, located some 
28 kilometers (17 miles) 
from state capital Manaus.

“It was a fight be-
tween the inmates. There 
had never been deaths 
during the visits,” Colonel 
Marcos Vinicius Almeida 
told a news conference.

Some of the inmates 
were stabbed with 

sharpened toothbrushes, 
while others had been 
strangled, Almeida said, 
adding that an investiga-
tion has been opened to 
determine the cause of 
the fight.

He emphasised that 
authorities had reacted 
within minutes to the 
Sunday violence, pre-
venting a potentially 
worse result.

The same facility was 
the scene of a prison re-
bellion that lasted almost 
20 hours and left 56 peo-
ple dead in January 2017.

Brazil has the world’s 
third largest prison pop-
ulation, with 726,712 

inmates as of June 2016, 
according to official sta-
tistics. The population 
is double the capacity 
of the nation’s prisons, 
which in the same year 
was estimated to be 
368,049 inmates.

Along with severe 
overcrowding, Brazil’s 
prisons are plagued by 
gang violence, while riots 
and breakout attempts 
are not uncommon.

In September, heavi-
ly armed men detonated 
explosives outside the 
gate of a prison in north-
eastern Brazil and then 
shot their way inside, 
killing a policeman and 

releasing 92 inmates, 
about half of whom were 
later recaptured.

The previous April, 
a military-style battle 
erupted between guards 
and prisoners aided by 
outside associates, leav-
ing 21 people dead at a 
prison in Belem, near the 
Amazon rainforest.

The attackers in that 
case tried to blow up a 
wall to help the would-be 
escapees. One policeman 
was killed alongside 20 
prisoners and their asso-
ciates. In January 2017, 
Brazilian police had to 
launch a massive man-
hunt after 184 inmates 

escaped from two pris-
ons in Amazonas state 
following a gruesome 17-
hour bloodbath between 
rival gangs that left 56 
prisoners dead, many be-
headed. Brazil’s prisons 
are home to the leaders 
of several drug traffick-
ing organizations, and 
the crisis in the country’s 
penitentiaries has had a 
ripple effect.

Earlier this year, a 
wave of about 80 at-
tacks on public buildings, 
banks, buses and gas 
stations was blamed on 
newly announced mea-
sures to tighten control 
of prisons.

Impeach trump? Most 2020 
democrats tiptoe past the question

Washington, May 27 
(AP): Democratic lead-
ers in Congress have 
argued that impeaching 
President Donald Trump 
is a political mistake as the 
2020 election nears. Most 
of the candidates running 
to succeed him seem to 
agree, for now. Fewer than 
one-third of the 23 Dem-
ocrats vying for the nom-
ination are issuing calls 
to start the impeachment 
process, citing evidence 
in special counsel Robert 
Mueller’s report they be-
lieve shows Trump ob-
structed justice. 

Most others, includ-
ing leading contenders 
Joe Biden and Bernie 
Sanders, have found a 
way to hedge or search 
for middle ground, sup-
porting investigations that 
could lead to impeach-
ment or saying Trump’s 
conduct warrants im-
peachment but stopping 
short of any call for such 
a proceeding. The candi-
dates’ reluctance, even as 
more congressional Dem-
ocrats start pushing their 
leaders in the direction, 
underscores the risky pol-
itics of investigating the 
president for “high crimes 
and misdemeanors.” Im-
peachment matters deep-
ly to the party’s base but 
remains unpopular with 
most Americans. White 
House hopefuls may win 
praise from liberal activ-
ists by pressing House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, 
D-Calif., for an impeach-
ment inquiry, but those 
who fall short of insisting 
are unlikely to take heat 
from early-state primary 
voters more focused on 
other issues.

“People talk about it 
and people have opinions 
about it, but health care 
is much more salient to 
them,” Sue Dvorsky, a former 

head of the Iowa Democratic 
Party, said in an interview. 
“I just don’t see Democratic 
activists here all worked up 
about impeachment. They 
trust Pelosi.” 

The 2020 candidates 
are facing pressure from 
the left to take a hard-
er line on impeachment 
as the Trump adminis-
tration’s stiff-arming of 
subpoenas leaves House 
Democrats fuming and 
a growing number of 
lawmakers urge Pelo-
si to initiate an inquiry 
constitutionally required 
to remove Trump from 
office. Leah Greenberg, 
co-founder of the pro-
gressive group Indivis-
ible, described the ab-
sence of louder calls for 
impeachment from the 
candidates as “a real gap 
in leadership.” 

“What we’re seeing is, 
some Democrats would 
prefer to keep the topic 
focused on places where 
they’re most comfortable 
and some Democrats 
would prefer to play pun-
dits on this,” Greenberg 
said in an interview.

Tom Steyer, a Cali-
fornia billionaire, has 
run television ads and 
held town halls across 
the country as part of 
a campaign calling for 
Trump’s impeachment. 

He suggested that candi-
dates who haven’t yet en-
dorsed impeachment “have 
a political problem telling 
the truth about this.”  Steyer 
said that if the public saw tele-
vised, unfiltered hearings that 
showed “exactly how bad this 
president is and exactly who 
he’s surrounded himself with 
and how corrupt he really is,” 
Democrats and Republicans 
alike would “reject that kind 
of behavior.” Steyer declined 
to enter the 2020 presiden-
tial race himself.

The administration’s 
blockade of congressio-
nal investigations and 
Mueller’s report detail-
ing possible obstruction 
action have yet to push 
any new Democratic can-
didates off the fence.

Former Vice Presi-
dent Joe Biden, the cur-
rent front-runner, said 
last month there is “no 
alternative” but im-
peachment if the admin-
istration keeps stone-
walling congressional 
investigations. But Biden 
has notably stopped 
short of urging Pelosi to 
move forward. Vermont 
Sen. Bernie Sanders, 
who’s running second 
in most polls, told CNN 
this past week “it may 
be time to at least be-
gin the process” which 
could result in impeach-

ment. But he warned in 
the same interview that 
Trump could try to ex-
act political gains from 
any impeachment effort. 
Pete Buttigieg, the mayor 
of South Bend, Indiana, said 
in an interview Sunday that 
it makes sense for House 
Democrats to start taking 
the first steps toward im-
peachment but added, “I’m 
also mindful that people 
like me don’t have a lot of 
business giving advice to 
Nancy Pelosi.” 

New Jersey Sen. Cory 
Booker told The Asso-
ciated Press on Friday 
that Trump’s refusal to 
cooperate with Congress 
amounts to “undermin-
ing the Article I branch of 
the government’s ability 
to conduct its constitu-
tional mandates.” 

But he gave Pelosi 
wide leeway. He acknowl-
edged that “she’s feeling 
the frustration from Dem-
ocrats in the House” and 
said that “should getting 
cooperation from the ad-
ministration not work, I 
know she’ll increasingly 
be considering her op-
tions.” Even California Sen. 
Kamala Harris, who said 
after the release of Muel-
ler’s report last month that 
“Congress should take the 
steps towards impeach-
ment,” is emphasizing her 
pessimism that Senate 
Republicans would act on 
impeachment if the matter 
came before them.

The most vocal 
pro-impeachment candi-
dates are Massachusetts 
Sen. Elizabeth Warren, for-
mer Texas Rep. Beto O’Ro-
urke and former Obama 
housing chief Julian Castro. 
Two others, Massachu-
setts Rep. Seth Moulton 
and California Rep. Eric 
Swalwell, also have sup-
ported the start of the im-
peachment process.

Muslims seek voice in 
changing Uzbekistan

Tashkent, May 27 (AFP): 
Uzbek student Luiza 
Muminjonova wanted 
to work in the country’s 
booming Islamic tour-
ism sphere but last year 
she was expelled from a 
university in the capital 
Tashkent. The 19-year-
old’s only fault was be-
ing a pious Muslim and 
wearing the hijab, a 
staple of female Islamic 
dress. “How dare they 
discriminate me and stop 
me from getting the edu-
cation I want because of 
my religion?” she fumed 
in an interview with AFP.

Instead of giving up, 
the student took a stand 
that has placed her at the 
centre of Uzbekistan’s re-
ligious freedom debate.

Her family has sued 
the International Islamic 
Academy of Uzbekistan, 
taking its legal battle all 
the way to the country’s 
top court.

Muminjonova’s case 
points to the Uzbeks’ 
increasing readiness to 
openly practise their 
faith as believers become 
emboldened by political 
change under President 
Shavkat Mirziyoyev.

The formerly commu-
nist country’s repression 
of the religion persisted 
long after it gained in-
dependence from Mos-
cow in 1991. The first 
president Islam Karimov 
frowned upon religious 
adherence and was crit-
icised by rights groups 
for conflating piety with 
radicalism.

Islamists mounted a 
challenge to Karimov’s 
rule in the 1990s and 
were blamed for a spate 
of car bombings in 1999.

More recently, hun-
dreds of Uzbeks are be-
lieved to have joined 
militants fighting in Iraq 
and Syria including the 
Islamic State group.

Karimov’s death and 
the coming to power of 
Mirziyoyev in 2016 has 
seen the government offer 
an olive branch to believ-
ers. Last year mosques 
were allowed to call Uz-
beks to prayer over loud-
speakers for the first time 
in over a decade.

During a visit to a 
shrine in the histor-
ic town of Termez last 
month, Mirziyoyev called 
the past approach of au-
thorities to the religion 

“our tragedy” and said 
Islam symbolised “light”.

Over 90 percent of 
Uzbekistan’s 33 million 
population is Muslim and 
social conservatism runs 
deep, especially in the 
provinces.

Amid an Islamic re-
vival school uniforms 
have recently become a 
cultural battleground be-
tween conservatives and 
supporters of secularism.

A universal school 
uniform insisting on be-
low knee-length skirts 
for female students was 
rolled out last year. A 
television report that 
criticised teachers and 
students for wearing 
short skirts immediately 
followed. The September 
report set the tone for 
an explosive debate that 
played out on social me-
dia and saw the channel’s 
director demoted.

Conservative blog-
gers were reportedly de-
tained the same month 
for calling for the right 
for girls to wear the hijab 
in schools.

Muminjonova said 
the university that ex-
pelled her and nine other 
students last Septem-
ber “set a condition” to 
around a hundred fresh-
men students.

“(They said) either 
you take off a headscarf, 
or you will be expelled,” 
Muminjonova recalled, 
smoothing her fingers 
over the rose-coloured 
cotton headcovering.

After she refused to 
comply Muminjonova 
was kicked out of the 
dormitory and was not 
allowed to attend classes.

She said that being 
asked to take off the hijab 
was “like being forced to 
give up on my faith”.

Ironically, the school 
focusses on religious 
learning.

What happened next 
was remarkable for a 
country where nationals 
have for decades toed the 
government line.

Muminjonova’s fam-
ily took legal action 
against the academy in 
order to reinstate the 
student and affirm her 
right to attend universi-
ty wearing the headcov-
ering. Even more sur-
prisingly, a local court 
agreed to hear the case, 
which saw over a dozen 

hijab-wearing girls and 
their mothers stand near 
the courtroom during 
hearings in a show of 
solidarity. After failing to 
secure a university climb-
down in both district and 
city courts, Muminjono-
va’s family has taken the 
case to the Supreme Court.

Seemingly in recog-
nition of more breathing 
space for religion the US 
State Department last 
year removed Uzbeki-
stan’s sanction-carrying 
designation as a “country 
of particular concern” for 
religious freedom.

But in April the US 
Commission on Inter-
national Religious Free-
dom said that “severe 
violations of religious 
freedom persisted” and 
recommended the State 
Department put Uzbeki-
stan back on the watch-
list that includes North 
Korea and Saudi Arabia.

International rights 
groups have used a new-
found dialogue with the 
new administration to 
push for more religious 
freedom, both for Mus-
lims and other groups.

Steve Swerdlow, Cen-
tral Asia researcher at 
Human Rights Watch, 
cited anecdotal evidence 
“that perhaps hundreds 
of religious prisoners 
have been released” 
since Mirziyoyev came to 
power.

Campaigners believe 
the extremism charges 
the people were jailed 
on were brought without 
due process and that tor-
ture was used during the 
investigations.

“There are many, 
many more (religious 
prisoners) still in jail,” 
Swerdlow told AFP.

Almost an entire ac-
ademic year on from 
her expulsion, the fam-
ily’s lawyer Abduvahob 
Yakubov -- whose own 
daughter was also ex-
pelled for the same rea-
son -- fears the judiciary 
is stalling the case.

“The Supreme Court 
should have responded 
to our appeal within 30 
days,” said Yakubov, add-
ing they lodged an appeal 
in late March.

A defiant Muminjon-
ova said she would turn 
to international courts 
if the justice system at 
home failed her. 

Strong 
8.0-magnitude 
earthquake 
jolts Peru
Lima, May 27 (AFP): A 
powerful 8.0-earthquake 
toppled houses, blocked 
roads and knocked out 
power in parts of Peru 
on Sunday, killing one 
person and injuring at 
least 26 others as the 
shockwave extended into 
neighboring Ecuador.

The quake hit in a 
sparsely populated region 
of Peru’s Amazon basin re-
gion but was felt over a wide 
area. In Lima and other 
cities, frightened residents 
rushed into the streets. 
“There are many old hous-
es that have collapsed after 
this strong earthquake,” 
said Hugo Araujo, the may-
or of Yurimaguas, a town 
near the epicenter.

Peru’s civil defense 
coordinator Ricardo Sei-
jas told RPP radio that a 
man was killed by falling 
debris in his house in 
Cajamarca. Danilo Mu-
noz, the 48-year-old victim, 
was asleep when the quake 
struck at 2:41 am (0741 
GMT). Seijas said 11 people 
were injured in Peru, and 
more than 50 houses were 
left uninhabitable.

Reports said 15 peo-
ple had been hurt in Ec-
uador. The quake blocked 
roads, damaged a bridge 
and knocked down hous-
es, said Peru’s President 
Martin Vizcarra, add-
ing that it was the most 
powerful quake to hit the 
country in 12 years.

“It is an earthquake 
affecting the entire Peru-
vian jungle,” he said.

“We are working on 
establishing an air bridge 
to transport people who 
have an emergency,” he 
said. The quake struck 
about 75 kilometers (45 
miles) southeast of the 
town of Lagunas at a 
depth of at least 110 ki-
lometers.  
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ARIES: Are you still hanging on to THAT 
one, Aries? Under today’s moon-Neptune 
connection, you can finally surrender and 
free yourself a toxic tie. You don’t have to 
justify wrongdoing, but through forgive-
ness, you release yourself from being con-
trolled and limited by resentment. Have 
you developed self-protective armor in 
response to a past hurt?   
TAURUS: Supportive friends surround 
you today, Taurus, so reach out if you’re 
feeling overwhelmed. An act of kindness 
from your inner circle could touch your 
heart, reminding you that it’s the people in 
your life, not the material stuff, that really 
matters. Make sure you put the same car-
ing energy out there, too. When someone 
is struggling, your first instinct might be to 
dish out tough love . 
GEMINI: Hello, influencer!  Your cre-
ative ideas are welcome at the boardroom 
table today, so share those unconventional 
visions. The moon and imaginative Nep-
tune meet in Pisces, your tenth house of 
career, aligning ambition and inspiration. 

Your ability to “think different” could 
make you stand out from the crowd, tap-
ping you as a thought leader among your 
cohorts.  
CANCER: Ask, believe, receive. Today, 
the soulful moon unites with intuitive 
Neptune in Pisces and your broad-mind-
ed ninth house. This is the day to imagine 
what you want, because you can magne-
tize your dreams to you through creative 
visualization. The ninth house is all about 
expansion, so don’t just aim for the “safe,” 
low-hanging fruit. Go bigger, Cancer! 
Feeling out of touch with your power to 
manifest? Try writing up a gratitude list. 
When you recall all the things you’re 
thankful for, you’ll begin to attract more 
abundance.
LEO: You SAY that you want happiness, 
love and freedom, but do you actually be-
lieve that your desires are possible, Leo? 
Today’s moon-Neptune conjunction in your 
mystical eighth house encourages you to ex-
amine your own limiting beliefs. Since you 
may need tangible proof to REALLY change 

your mind, hunt for people who are living 
the life you want for yourself.  
VIRGO: Relationships can be hard work, 
we know, we know. But they can also be 
a haven from stress and struggle so stop 
telling yourself that you don’t need peo-
ple. Today, the moon and compassionate 
Neptune align in Pisces and your partner-
ship house. The tranquilizing effect can be 
beneficial to your bonds with the ones who 
matter most. Soften your stance with your 
partner, and be gentler in your interactions 
with close friends.  
LIBRA: Pampering and self-care are hi-pri 
items on your agenda and today’s stars give 
you a free pass to luxuriate as only a Libra 
can. With the moon and sensual Neptune 
aligned in Pisces and your sixth house of 
wellbeing, look for healthy ways to indulge. 
Dip into the steam room after your work-
out or spend the evening getting soaked and 
scrubbed at a traditional Korean spa.   
SCORPIO: Still musing over the week-
end’s romantic escapades? Don’t rush to 
“back to business” mode. Today, the moon 

and quixotic Neptune embrace in your 
fifth house of passion, adding a sensual 
spin to your agenda. An attraction could 
spark, or you could be feeling especially 
amorous. Nobody to sidle up to (yet)? Get 
glamorous for yourself, Scorpio. 
SAGITTARIUS: Home is where your 
heart is today, as the moon conjoins with 
sensual Neptune in your domestic fourth 
house. If you must trek into the office, 
bring the cozy vibes with you. Keep an 
open-door policy so coworkers can plop 
down and share tales of their weekends. 
(That expense report can wait).
CAPRICORN: Straight to the point? Not today, 
Capricorn. The reflective moon and compassion-
ate Neptune meet in Pisces, your communication 
house. Doling out tough love and stern repri-
mands will get you nowhere. Validating the oth-
er person’s emotions and experience? That will 
help you feel connected. Sometimes, a person 
just needs to be heard before you rush them into 
problem-solving mode. Instead of being emphat-
ic, be empathetic. Catch yourself if you’re being 
too hardcore, and dial back the intensity.    

AQUARIUS:  Sprinkle some practical 
magic into your Monday as the moon and 
psychic Neptune aligned in your pragmatic 
second house. Neuroscience is starting to 
show that our thoughts and intentions CAN 
shape our reality. Cultivating a mindset of 
abundance could attract legit prosperity for 
you, Aquarius. If you’ve gotten caught in 
scarcity thinking, shift your mindset. Clear 
your space of blocks: unpaid bills, parking 
tickets, a cluttered inbox of unanswered 
emails. Out with the old means making 
room for new opportunity to flow in. 
PISCES: BWant effortlessness and ease as 
a way of life? Stop swimming upstream and 
go with the flow.  The moon and your ruling 
planet Neptune align in Pisces, sharpening 
your intuition and giving you the astrological 
It Factor today. You’re radiant and magnetic, 
so make that “big ask” now while your powers 
of persuasion are this irresistible. This is the 
day to forward one of your personal goals, and 
you won’t have to struggle to do it. You could 
turn heads without even trying, too, as Nep-
tune gives you extra dazzle.

disney in india donates rs 2 crore 
to fani cyclone relief in odisha

Palme d’Or win will help 
people learn more about 

Korean films: Bong Joon-ho

steven spielberg was demonised for 
his comments on Netflix: John Bailey

Women this age are powerful: 
Christine Baranski on her 60s

Mumbai, May 27 (PtI): Acad-
emy president John Bailey 
believes Steven Spielberg 
was “misrepresented” in his 
comments that streaming 
films don’t qualify for Oscars.

According to reports, 
Spielberg had said once 
“you commit to a television 
format, you’re a TV movie” 
and argued that if it’s good, 
it deserves an Emmy and not 
Oscars. 

When asked, if veteran 
filmmakers are insecure of 
the digital medium such as 
the Netflix, Bailey, who was 
re-elected as the president 
of the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences 
(AMPAS), said Spielberg’s 
comments were inaccurately 
presented.

“As a president, I have to 
be very careful about what I 
say in public because I just 
can’t express my own opin-
ion. I can say this because 
Steven is a governor in the 
director’s branch that he was 
misrepresented.” 

Bailey, who was inter-
acting with the media on 
Sunday here, blamed Holly-
wood publications for the 
misinformation. 

“He was demonised for 
what he said and it was not 
completely accurate. There’s 
a lot of misinformation... 
There’s no point in singling 
out a Steven Spielberg or a 
Chris Nolan or a Ted Saran-
dos (Chief Content Officer at 
Netflix) on Netflix. We are all 
filmmakers and we will find a 
way out.” 

Spielberg’s comments 
had sparked a debate in Hol-
lywood about whether mov-
ies distrusted by Netflix with 
a limited theatrical release 

deserve Oscar recognition. 
Bailey, an choreogra-

pher-director, said there is a 
“streaming revolution” hap-
pening with Hulu, Amazon, 
Netlfix and it is going to get 
bigger.  “Disney, Paramount 

and Warner Bros are start-
ing their internal streaming 
services, which is going to get 
very difficult for Netflix. That’s 
why Netflix is creating more 
original content because they 
are going to lose access to Hol-
lywood feature films. 

“The Academy has been 
thrust into this discussion... 
The Academy has decided 
that we are in the middle of 
a transition about what is a 
movie. Can it be streaming or 

does it have to play in cinema 
halls?  “There are partisans 
on both the sides and there 
are some, who are ambiva-
lent. We can’t decide because 
there are drawbacks and 
virtues for both. Does one 

exclude the other and if not 
then how do you define it?” 

Bailey said the board of 
governors did a good thing 
by not changing the rules 
this year.  “There was a lot 
of pressure. But this was not 
the year to make changes, es-
pecially when the studios are 
changing. We will see where 
we are a year or two from 
now. Netflix will be different. 
We surely know Disney and 
Paramount will be different.

Los Angeles, May 26 (PtI): “The Good 
Fight” star Christine Baranski says she is liv-
ing the “best years” of her career now.

The 67-year-old actor currently stars in 
the spin-off of “The Good Wife”, in which she 
reprises her role as top litiga-
tor Diane Lockhart.

Baranski said after years 
of featuring in the supporting 
actress capacity to Julianna 
Margulies’ Alicia Florrick on 
“The Good Wife”, she got the 
opportunity to be the leading 
lady with the sister show.

“I got the number one po-
sition in my career and I was 
in my 60s. These are the best 
years of my career. I get of-
fered wonderful theatre roles. 
I’m finally a leading lady, after 
all this time. I’m still this strong, authorita-
tive, professional woman, well-educated.

“Women this age are powerful, and I love 
that somehow in this moment in time, I’m 
playing in a TV that reflects that. It’s high time 
that women of such authority have their real 
air time. It’s long overdue,” she told The Holly-
wood Reporter’s Drama Actress Roundtable.

Baranski said she had years of theatre 
experience before she made her TV debut 
at the age of 41. She was cast in a support-

ing role on the hit series “Cybil”, and won an 
Emmy award.

Asked what inspires her to act, the actor 
said it was more of an environment effect 
than a choice.

“I don’t know if it’s a choice. It just came 
to me early on. My grandparents were Polish 
actors in Buffalo at the Polish-American the-
atre, so I grew up around flamboyant person-
alities, and music and expressivity. It seemed 
like a wonderful playground. I still feel that 
was,” she said.

Baranski’s TV credits also include “Frasi-
er” and the recently-concluded “The Big Bang 
Theory”, in which she played Leonard’s moth-
er, Dr Beverly Hofstadter.

Mumbai, May 27 (PtI): Dis-
ney in India donated Rs 2 
crore on Monday to aid relief 
and recovery efforts in areas 
impacted by cyclone Fani in 
Odisha.  The donation will 
support disaster response 
and provide assistance to 
those in need through Save 
the Children in India.

“Our hearts go out to 
those affected by this severe 
cyclonic storm Fani. The 
families and communities 
impacted by this devastating 
calamity need our support as 
they begin to rebuild,” San-

jay Gupta, Country Manager, 
Star and Disney India, said in 
a statement.  “Through our 
contribution, we hope to help 
the families affected as they 
recover from this cyclone,” 
Gupta added.

With this aid, Save the 
Children in India will provide 
affected families with critical 
shelter, basic needs and also 
work in cyclone shelters and 
temporary camps.

In August 2018, Disney 
and Star India came forward 
to extend support during Ker-
ala floods, the release said.

Cannes, May 27 (PTI): Film-
maker Bong Joon-ho, who be-
came the first South Korean 
director to win Cannes Film 
Festival’s prestigious Palme 
d’Or award for his film “Par-
asite”, hopes this will inspire 
people to learn more about 
the cinema from his country.

The director, best known 
for his films such as “Mem-
ories of Murder”, “The Host” 
and “Snowpiercer”, said he 
was not the only South Ko-
rean director who could win 
the award.

Bong said the Palme d’Or 
win was special as 2019 
marks the 100 year anniver-
sary of cinema in Korea, ac-
cording to IndieWire.

“In 2006, I went to see 
a retrospective on Kim Ki-
young. I went to the French 
cinema library to see that 
and was surprised to see 

French spectators really 
liked his films and that made 
a big impression on me. I got 
the Palme today in Cannes 
but I’m not the only Korean 
director who could receive 
that award,” he said at a press 
conference.

“There’s a lot of Kore-
an talent that could win the 
Palme. I would like to do 
more retrospectives around 
the world featuring great 
Korean directors. Maybe to-
day this will help me move 
forward in this direction. It’s 
an opportunity for people to 
learn more about Korean cin-
ema around the world,” the 
director said.

Cannes jury, headed by 
Mexican filmmaker Alejan-
dro Gonz lez I rritu, award-
ed “Parasite”, Bong’s seventh 
film, the Palme d’Or in a 
unanimous vote on Sunday.


