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All colleges and institutions 
to switch af iliation to SSU

NITESH R PRADHAN
Gangtok, 05 Jan:

Sikkim State University 
(SSU), which has now 

been granted UGC recog-
nition, will soon have 
all state government 
colleges re-affiliate to 
the state university. 
Principal Secretary, 
GP Upadhyaya has in-
formed the media that 
all colleges and insti-
tutions under the state 
government which is 
now affiliated to the 
Centre’s Sikkim Universi-
ty shall switch afϐiliation 
to Sikkim State University.

Sikkim State Univer-
sity was formed by the 
state government last 
year with the passing of 
an Act by the State As-
sembly. 

Principal Secretary, 
HRDD has stated that 
this was necessary in or-
der to have control over 
the syllabus, examina-
tion schedule and oth-
er aspects of a proper 
functioning university 
of the state. Further 
he added that this has 
paved a way forward for 
the State’s university to 
get direct funding from 

UGC in future.
Twelve colleges, one 

engineering college and 
one B. Ed College were 
under Centre’s Sikkim 
University. Mr Upad-
hyaya informed that Cen-
tre’s Sikkim University 
had also in the past re-
quested that under grad-
uate courses should be 
looked after by the state 
as the university was 
more research orient-
ed with a focus on post 
graduation courses.

Adding further, he 
stated that the new state 
university will also delve 

into research very seri-
ously with state speciϐic 
requirements like organ-
ic farming and eco friend-
ly environment. Organic 
agriculture, Himalayan 
ecosystem of Sikkim and 
its varied ϐlora and fauna 
will also be taken up for 
future research. 

“We can produce hu-
man resource relevant 
to our needs,” he said. He 
also stated that 50 to 60 
acres of land is required 
for the new university for 
which a request has been 
made to the government.

As of now the state 

university is running 
from Nar Bahadur 
Bhandari Degree Col-
lege, Tadong. Regarding 
courses in the new uni-
versity, Mr Upadhyaya 
stated that “8 to 9” Mas-
ter’s degree courses have 
been planned in the ini-
tial phase in Humanities 
and Science streams. As 
soon as the state uni-
versity started last year, 
Master’s in Sanskrit and 
Nepali languages were 
started. Gopal Kumar 
Niraula has already been 
appointed as the Vice 
Chancellor of SSU.

Health Minister visits 
Sichey Hospital

G , 05 J  (IPR): 
Minister for Health, AK 
Ghatani today inspected 
the newly constructed 
1000 Bedded Multi Spe-
ciality Hospital at Sichey 
and took stock of the ϐi-
nal preparations before 
the inauguration sched-
uled on 15 Jan.

Chief Minister, Pawan 
Chamling would be inau-
gurating the new hospital.

The Minister was 
accompanied by Com-
missioner cum Secre-
tary, Health Department, 
Vishal Chauhan, Principal 
Directors, STNM hospital 
Medical Superintendent, 
Dr KB Gurung, concerned 
heads of various depart-

ments under health de-
partment, ofϐicials and 
engineers from Buildings 
and Housing department 
and other ofϐicials.

The inspection began 
from the trauma unit on 
the second ϐloor which 
was followed by depart-
ment of medicine, ENT, 
nephrology, chest and 
respiratory, dermatology,  
gastroenterology, dental, 
cardiology, pathology, 
microbiology, bio-chem-
istry, histopathology, 
blood bank, ophthalmol-
ogy wards, central sterile 
services department, de-
luxe cabin, special cabin, 
oxygen supply centre 
where required work 

and update on present 
scenario was noted.

The Minister instruct-
ed the concerned heads 
and engineers to expe-
dite the on-going work 
before the inauguration.

He also visited the 
construction sites of Can-
cer and TB treatment 
buildings, AYUSH build-
ing and link road of outer 
gate of the hospital. The 
Minister discussed with 
the Secretary, concerned 
HoDs, project director of 
the multi-speciality hospi-
tal, S Bhattacharya on tech-
nical aspects and further 
instructed the complete 
ϐinishing part of require-
ments at the earliest.

Mallya becomes irst tycoon to be declared Fugitive Economic Offender

Sikkim to host North-East 
Youth Festival this month

SAGAR CHETTRI
G , 05 J : 

Sikkim Government is 
organising the ϐirst 

North-East Youth Festi-
val in the State from 21 
to 23 January at Dentam 
in West Sikkim.  State 
Youth Development 
Board, Sikkim is organ-
ising the Festival.

It may be mentioned 
here that all North East 
Youth Festivals held so 
far in the region were 
organised by the Central 
government and this is 
the ϐirst time that a State 
government is organis-
ing the event.

Maneybong-Dentam 
MLA and Minister, NK 
Subba informed that the 
festival will be inaugu-

rated by Chief Minister 
Pawan Chamling on 21 
Jan. He mentioned that 
the festival will have the 
participation of youth 
from all eight north-east-
ern states. 

The festival will 
showcase cultural and 
traditional artefacts, 
cuisines and attires of 
all north eastern states. 
The festival will also 
have North-East level 
competitions in Muay 
Thai, Kickboxing, Tae-
kwondo, Karate and half 
marathon. 

The Minister in-
formed that during the 
inauguration the CM 
will address around 
15,000 youths at Den-
tam Stadium.

Bhaichung to lead HSP youth 
wing’s dharna at Jantar Mantar

REBYNA RANA
G , 05 J :

Youth wing of Hamro 
Sikkim Party [HSP] 

will be leaving for New 
Delhi on Sunday to con-
duct a dharna at Jantar 
Mantar on 07 Jan. In this 
regard, a function was 
held at the party ofϐice 
at Deorali today which 
was chaired by senior 
vice president, RB Subba 
along with senior func-
tionaries of HSP.

The dharna is be-
ing held to raise the is-
sue of corruption in the 
state along with placing 
demands for Limboo 
Tamang Assembly seat 
reservation, restoration 
of lost Nepali seats, trib-
al status for 11 left-out 
communities, etc, before 
the Centre. The team is 
being led by vice presi-

dent, Bhaichung Bhutia.
In days to come we 

also plan to stage hunger 
strike if the demands 
are not met, said Mr 
Bhutia. The team also 
plans to visit the Prime 
Minister and Home Min-
ister and submit a writ-
ten memorandum on all 
the issues pertaining to 
Sikkim, he added.

A team of 15-20 
youths from across the 
State will participate in 
the dharna.

Mr Subba said that 
prior to scheduling of the 
dharna in Delhi, the par-
ty had met the Governor 
of the State and submit-
ted memorandum on be-
half of the party. 

“In the memorandum 
submitted we had high-
lighted the corrupt prac-
tices prevailing in the state 

informing the Governor 
on the issues related to 
political and social rights 
of the Sikkimese, where-
in no solution so far has 
been met,” he said. 

Even after 25 years 
of SDF rule in the state, 
long pending issues like 
political rights and other 
social issues pertaining 
to the state have not been 
solved, he added.

He also said that HSP 
has been talking about 
these issues since the in-
ception of the party but 
now the party also plans 
to attract the attention of 
the central government. 

Vice president HSP, 
Tara Shrestha mentioned 
that the dharna has 
been timed according 
to the Parliament Ses-
sion which is being 
held till 09 Jan.

SKM team calls on SSP president DK Bhandari
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 05 J

A Sikkim Krantikari 
Morcha delegation 

met president Sikkim 
Sangram Parishad and 
former MP, Dil Kumari 
Bhandari at her resi-
dence, today.

A press release in-
forms that the delega-
tion comprised of Uttam 
Lepcha (vice president, 
Hq), Pavitra Bhandari 
(general secretary, Nari 
Morcha) and Samsher 
Gurung (secretary, Maj-
dur Morcha).

The prime objective 
of this meeting was to 
hand over a letter from 

SKM president, PS Ta-
mang [Golay] to the 
SSP president. As per 
the release, SSP had, in 
Dec 2018, asked SKM to 
clarify on possibilities 
of alliance between the 
two parties. In his re-
sponse, the SKM presi-
dent has conveyed that 

due to the party’s ongo-
ing activities, a meeting 
to discuss the matter 
has not been possible. 
Therefore, the party’s 
stand will be con-
veyed once a meeting 
is convened to discuss 
the matter, Mr Tamang 
has said.

M , J  5 (PTI): Weeks af-
ter a UK court ordered his extra-
dition, former liquor baron Vijay 
Mallya, accused of defaulting on 
loans of over Rs 9,00O crore, re-
ceived another blow as a Mum-
bai court declared him a “Fugi-
tive Economic Offender” (FEO).

Mallya on Saturday became 
the ϐirst businessman to be 
declared an FEO under the Fu-
gitive Economic Offenders Act 
which came into existence in 
August 2018. The Enforcement 
Directorate had moved the 
special court for FEOA for this 
purpose. The agency had re-
quested the court that Mallya, 
currently in the United King-
dom, be declared a fugitive and 
his properties be conϐiscated 
and brought under the control 
of the Union government as 
provided under the act.

“The application of the ED 
is partly allowed. Vijay Mallya 
is declared as Fugitive Eco-

nomic Offender under section 
12 (i) of the FEO Act,” said 
judge M S Azmi in the order.

Hearing on the second part 
of ED’s plea conϐiscation of 
properties will start from Feb-
ruary 5. Incidentally, the same 
court is also hearing ED’s plea 
to declare diamond merchants 
Nirav Modi and Mehul Choksi 
FEOs in the Punjab National 
Bank fraud case. Mallya’s law-

yers requested the court to 
stay the order for four weeks 
so that they could obtain its 
full copy and move the high 
court. The judge declined, say-
ing a court under the FEO Act 
can not stay its own order.

The ED had argued that it 
made all possible efforts to bring 
Mallya back to India, but failed. 
The extradition process in the 
UK court was a proof enough that 

he was not willing to return, ED 
counsel D N Singh had contended.

Even after the London court 
upheld Indian authorities’ plea 
for his extradition, Mallya de-
cided to appeal against the 
order before the higher court 
there and refused to return, so 
he should be declared an FEO, 
Singh had argued. Mallya’s law-
yers contended that as he had 
surrendered before a magis-

trate’s court in London (during 
the hearing on his extradition 
case) and obtained bail, he could 
not be called a fugitive. They had 
also questioned ED’s claim that 
he left India under suspicious 
circumstances, arguing that he 
had left to attend a meeting of 
World Motor Sports as the direc-
tor of an F1 team (Force India).

Mallya left India on March 
2, 2016. A court in London on 
December 10, 2018 ordered 
his extradition.

Facing cases registered by 
the ED as well as the Central 
Bureau of Investigation, he is 
wanted for alleged fraud and 
money laundering amounting 
to an estimated Rs 9,000 crore.

Under the FEO Act, a person 
can be declared a Fugitive Eco-
nomic Offender if a warrant has 
been issued against him for an 
offence involving an amount of Rs 
100 crore or more and he has left 
the country and refuses to return.

Banking services may be 
hit as bank unions call 

for strike on Jan 8-9
N  D , J  5 (PTI): 
Banking services are 
likely to be affected on 
January 8-9 as a section 
of PSU bank employees 
would go on a two-day 
strike in support of the 
nation-wide strike call 
given by 10 central trade 
unions against the gov-
ernment’s alleged an-
ti-worker policy.

The All India Bank 
Employees Association 
(AIBEA) and Bank Em-
ployees Federation of In-
dia has informed the In-
dian Banks’ Association 
(IBA) of the two-day na-
tionwide strike on Janu-
ary 8-9, 2019, IDBI Bank 
said in a ϐiling to the BSE.

In a stock exchange 
ϐiling, Allahabad Bank said 
the issues and demands 
are of industry level and 
strike call is also given at 
industry level.

“Therefore, if the 
strike takes place, the 
functioning of branches 
of the bank may be af-
fected. The bank is taking 
all the necessary steps 
in terms of the existing 
guidelines for smooth 
functioning of bank’s 
branches/ofϐices on the 
day of strike(s), in the 
event the strike materia-
lises,” it said.

Public-sector Bank of 

Baroda said “in the event 
of AlBEA and BEFI pro-
ceeding on strike on Jan-
uary 8-9, 2019, the func-
tioning of bank’s branch-
es/ofϐices in some of the 
zones may be affected”.

Private sector Karur 
Vysya Bank said if the 
strike call materialises, 
“the workmen of our 
bank may take part in the 
proposed strike on the 
said date, in which occa-
sion the normal working 
of the branches/ofϐices 
of the Bank may get af-
fected during the day”.

Ten central trade 
unions -- INTUC, AITUC, 
HMS, CITU, AIUTUC, 
AICCTU, UTUC, TUCC, 
LPF and SEWA -- have 
also called for a nation-
wide general strike on 
January 8-9 against what 
they call “anti-people” 
policies of the Centre and 
have placed a charter of 
12 demands before the 
central government.

Earlier on Decem-
ber 26, 2018, nine bank 
unions or close to 1 mil-
lion employees of various 
banks, including private 
lenders, had observed a 
one-day strike to protest 
against the proposed 
amalgamation of Vijaya 
Bank and Dena Bank 
with Bank of Baroda.
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HAVE  A 
STORY TO 
SHARE? 

email us: 

news@
summittimes.

com

Gangtok on 
Sunday, 
06 Jan

Temp: 14°C/06°C
Forecast: Sunny 
to partly cloudy 
with a little rain in 
the evening, then 
a shower in spots

Sunrise: 07:01 AM
Sunset: 03:49 PM

FLAT AVAILABLE FOR RENT 

F ully furnished, 3 Bedroom flat 
available for rent at Church Road, 

Near Diesel Power House. Conveniently 
located by the roadside and a 5-minute 

walk from M.G. Marg. Suitable for 
Coporate Office and Guest House. 

For further details please 
Contact: 9434117687 /9083826462

~ SummitTIMES ~
CLASSIFIEDS

Require: Urgently require sales boy & girl 
computer hardware and software knowledge 
person for Ramola Cellular Lall Market Road, 
Gangtok . Contact: 9832062684.

VOYAGE IS HIRING
Can you answer the following questions about Gangtok?

1. Name of any hotel with only one food item on the menu?
2. Where can we ϐind custom design printed cloth bag?

Role – Early Stage Social Enterprise growing to Project 
Management/Marketing Role
Compensation – Fixed Salary + Incentives; Education 
– No Bar
Computer Literacy Preferred 

Email your CV along with Answers at voyage.zwh@
gmail.com

AFFIDAVIT
I, Sumita Pradhan aged about 36 years daughter of 
Shri Dirgha Raj Pradhan, resident of Namchi Bazar, 
P.O. & P.S Namchi, South Sikkim do hereby solemn-
ly afϐirm on Oath and declare as under :-

1. That I had lost my original Pass Cer-
tiϐicate of Class – X bearing index no. 
T/263/024of India School Certiϐicate Ex-
amination (ICSE).

2. That I had loged FIR before the Station 
House Ofϐicer, Namchi Police Station on 
4.01.2019 bearing GD No. 50 and also 
published in the local Newspaper “Sum-
mitTimes”  date 5th January 2019 for the 
said lost.

3. That I have sworn this afϐidavit to declare 
that I had lost my Original Pass Certiϐicate 
of Class X bearing Index No. T/263/024 
of Indian School Certiϐicate Examination. 
(ICSE).

4. Sworn and signed this afϐidavit on this the 
5th Day of January 2019 at Namchi, South 
Sikkim at 12.10 pm

Namchi Smart City Limited
UD HD Building, Kavi Agam Singh Road

Namchi-737126, South Sikkim”

Corrigendum
This is to inform that the advertisement under project “Namchi Smart 
City Limited, UD HD Building, Kavi Agam Singh Road, Namchi-737126, 
South Sikkim’ under the caption ’01. INVITATION FOR BIDS’ published 
in SummitTIMES Vol. 03 no. 315 dt. 10.12.2018 no 361 dt. 11. 12. 2018 
has been changed as below:

1. SL.NO. 4 Pedestrian Walkway from Namchi Bazar to entry 
Gate (Job A) with bid value of 138.84 has been divided into 
two parts.

a. Pedestrian Walkway from Namchi Bazar Entry Gat (from near 
Mt. Carmel school) to starting point of Rock Garden road with 
bid value of 65.52 (lakhs) (Job A).

b. Pedestrian Walkway from Ghurpisey (from Kinzong Bhutia 
House) to Entry Gate (Job B) with bid value of 73.58 (Lakhs).

2. Likewise, Construction of new link road from Durga Mandir 
to Kamrang College is also been divided into two parts.

a. Construction of new link road from Durga Mandir to Kam-
rang college JOB A’ with bid value of 105.28 (lakhs) 

b. Construction of link road from Durga Mandir (from near Lt. 
Dhan Bahadur Chettri house) ‘JOB B’ with bid value of 128.00 
(lakhs).  

Rest everything remains same as published. The department re-
grets for above errors and  above stand as rectiϐied and correct.  SD/-

Chief Executive of icer,
Namchi Smart City Limited (NSCL)

Namchi, South Sikkim
Dated: 5. 01.2019    

KIIT - An Emerging Hub for Research & Innovation

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 05 J :

Started in 1992 by em-
inent educational en-

trepreneur and social ac-
tivist, Dr Achyuta Saman-
ta as a modest Industrial 
Training Institute with 
only 12 students, KIIT 
has now emerged as 
one of the most pre-
ferred destinations of 
professional education 
in the country. Today 
KIIT Deemed to be Uni-

versity’s cosmopolitan 
campus is proud to have 
more than 27,000 stu-
dents from all corners 
of India and around 50 
countries, a press re-
lease informs.

KIIT is a multi-disci-
plinary university with 
19 constituent Schools 
offering more than 100 
academic programmes. 
Recognising the Univer-
sity’s high standards, 
the Govt. of India in the 

Ministry of Human Re-
source Development has 
conferred ‘A’ Category 
status to it. It has been 
reaccredited by NAAC 
with grade ‘A’, placing 
it among the top rank-
ing universities of the 
country. High national 
standing of the Univer-
sity is bolstered by the 
NBA accreditation under 
Washington Accord to its 
ϐive B.Tech programmes.

Apart from these so-

phisticated central re-
search facilities, special-
ized laboratories have 
been established – some 
in collaboration with 
the industry and corpo-
rate bodies – in various 
schools. School-level re-
search laboratories such 
as NI Innovation Centre, 
SKF-KIIT Advanced Re-
liability Centre, Green 
Engine Technology Cen-
tre, Thin Film Photovol-
taic Lab, High Frequency 

Simulation & Fabrication 
lab, etc., greatly augment 
research activity at KIIT. 

They provide ideal 
platforms for conducting 
collaborative research 
and development work 
with several partnering 
agencies and institutions 
around the world.

KIIT has established 
18 Centers of Excellence 
with industry to promote 
collaborative research, 
the release adds

BJP accuses CM of 
having failed in duties 

of alliance partner
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 05 J : 

Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty’s Sikkim unit has 

accused Chief Minister 
Pawan Chamling of be-
ing an opportunist and 
of having failed to deliver 
on the duties of an alli-
ance partner. This was 
in regard to recent com-
ments ascribed to the 
Chief Minister in which 
he is alleged to have 
stated that the NDA Gov-
ernemnt has remained 
unmoved to Sikkim’s 
pressing concerns and 
issues. Sikkim BJP has 
countered that it was 
condemnable that after 
having himself failed to 

take any of the State’s is-
sues to their logical end the 
CM was now making base-
less allegations against the 
Prime Minister.

A BJP press release 
mentions that Limboo 
and Tamang of Sikkim 
got tribal status during 
the tenure of Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee as Prime in 
2003 and that a UPA gov-
ernment came to ofϐice 
almost immediately. 

The release adds 
that SDF government re-
mained in alliance with 
UPA from 2004 to 2014 
and in these 10 years, 
the SDF government 
failed to work in the in-
terest of Sikkim. 

IndiGo plane returns after 
mid-air engine failure, 
govt to review incident

M , J  5 (PTI): An 
IndiGo Airbus A320neo 
plane ϐlying to Kolkata from 
Chennai suffered a mid-air 
engine failure with a “loud 
bang” and was forced to 
return mid-way Thursday, 
prompting the civil aviation 
ministry to order a review.

The January 3 incident, 
which came to light on Sat-
urday, is the latest in a series 
of cases involving a Pratt & 
Whitney engine. The plane 
returned mid-way to Chen-
nai and has been grounded 
there since then due to dam-
aged engine blades, sources 
said. An IndiGo spokes-
person said in a statement 
that its crew took note of 
a “technical caution” and 
decided to return the 
ϐlight to Chennai, even as 
sources said the engine of 
the aircraft stalled mid-air 
with a “loud bang”.

When contacted, Civ-
il Aviation Secretary R N 
Choubey told PTI, “Ministry 
has taken serious note (of the 
incident) and we will review 
it on Tuesday.”

He was asked whether 
the ministry will direct the 
aircraft maker Airbus and 
US-based engine manufac-
turer Pratt & Whitney to stop 
deliveries unless all issues 
are fixed.

“One of the P&W en-
gines of IndiGo neo aircraft 
operating on Chennai-Kol-
kata route on January 3 
stalled mid-air followed 
by a loud bang and sparks 
from it and smoke, lead-
ing to heavy vibration,” a 
source said.

The incident forced the 
A320neo aircraft to return 

to Chennai under emergen-
cy conditions, he added. 
The number of people on 
board the ϐlight could not 
be ascertained.

“This was for the first 
time that that an A320neo 
faced multiple problems 
-- smoke, heavy vibration, 
loud bang and engine 
stalled -- in one single 
ϐlight,” the source added.

IndiGo, which is facing 
such issues in the A320neo 
planes powered by P&W 
engines since their induc-
tion in the ϐleet in 2016 and 
has received compensa-
tion from both Airbus and 
the engine maker for each 
grounding, said the aircraft 
returned to Chennai due to 
“technical caution” noted 
by the crew.

“An IndiGo ϐlight 6E 
923 (Neo) operating 
Chennai-Kolkata route 
on January 3 returned to 
Chennai after take-off due 
to a technical caution noted 
by the crew.

“The crew followed the 
normal operating proce-
dures and asked for a pri-
ority landing. There was no 
engine shutdown and no 
emergency landing was de-
clared as per the report,” In-
diGo said in the statement.

Meanwhile, the gov-
ernment’s apex aircraft in-
vestigation body AAIB has 
rushed a team to Chennai to 
assess the incident and take 
a call on the probe.

“As per settled practice, 
we have sent a team. We are 
awaiting details,” a senior 
ofϐicial of the Aircraft Acci-
dent Investigation Bureau 
(AAIB) told PTI.  

Water pumping starts in main 
shaft of Meghalaya’s coal mine

S , J  5 (PTI): 
The operations to res-
cue 15 miners trapped 
in a ϐlooded coal mine in 
Meghalayas East Jaintia 
Hills district for the past 
24 days got a shot in the 
arm Saturday when two 
high powered pumps 
started dewatering the 
main shaft.

The pumps were op-
erational 10 days after 
the Kirloskar Brothers 
Ltd offered to help and 
assist the state govern-
ment in the rescue oper-
ations, ofϐicials said.

But, since the pumps 
functioned only for 
one hour, the Navy div-
ers did not go down to 
gauge the water level 
inside the shaft so that 
they could resume the 
search for the diggers.

At about 3:30 pm 
today, a team from Kir-
loskar Brothers Ltd 
was able to start their 
pumps in the main 
shaft (where the miners are 
trapped),” operation spokes-
person R Susngi said.

He, however, said that 
since the pumps were 
operational for only one 
hour, the Navy divers did 
not go down to deter-

mine the water level in-
side the main shaft.

The rescuers stop 
work at 5 pm daily with 
descend of the night 
darkness.

The pump has to run 
at least 10 to 12 hours 
of continuous pumping 
before the water lev-
el will be determined, 
Susngi said.

He said that on Sun-
day, the unmanned re-
motely operated vehi-
cle will be sent down to 
check at the bottom of 
the shaft again.

Meanwhile, a high 
power submersible 
pump from Coal India 
and two other pumps 
from Odisha are engaged 
in dewatering the nearby 
abandoned mines, which 
might be interlinked and 
as much help in lower-
ing of water in the main 
shaft, he said.

Rescue divers from 
the Indian Navy and the 
NDRF are yet to be able 
to make any signiϐicant 
impact in their search 
and rescue operations 
as the water level is still 
beyond 100 feet, the safe 
diving capacity for the 
divers, the ofϐicial said.

Mohun Bagan faces spirited Real Kashmir in I-League
K , J  5 (PTI): 
Former champions Mo-
hun Bagan will be bolstered 
by the return of a ϐit-again 
Sony Norde when they face 
a spirited Real Kashmir FC 
in their I-League ϐixture 
here Sunday.

Having missed a 
fourth consecutive match 
for his muscle injury, the 
I-League winning star 
Haitian forward was 
seen training in full ϐlow 
and was named in the 
18-member squad.

Overcoming their 
derby loss, Mohun Ba-
gan won back-to-back 
matches against Minerva 
and Shillong Lajong FC 

but only to falter against 
Neroca FC in their previ-
ous encounter to slip to 
sixth position on the table.

“Sony is ϐit now and 
will be in the 18-man 
squad. Our target is to 
get three points at any 
cost,” coach Shankarlal 
Chakraborty told reporters 
on the eve of the match.

With the team having 
a long injury list that has 
the likes of Pintu Mahata, 
Sukhdev Singh and the 
latest being Sourav Das, 
the return of Norde will 
be a big relief for the team 
who have won only one 
from six matches at home.

With Norde back, the 

Mohun Bagan coach may 
look to bench last season’s 
leading scorer Aser Dipan-
da, while giving a central 
role to Henry Kisseka.

In the ϐirst leg, Real 
Kashmir lost to Mohun 
Bagan by a solitary goal 
and since then the debu-
tants are on a unbeaten 
run from six matches.

“The ϐirst leg match 
was different. It was a dif-
ferent ground, different 
conditions. Currently they 
are ahead of us so we have 
to focus on the game,” the 
Mohun Bagan coach said.

“I have told everyone 
to forget about what we 
did in the ϐirst phase. We 

have to focus on the sec-
ond leg. Currently we are 
concentrating on Real 
Kashmir game.

“Real Kashmir are a 
good side, they are in good 
form at the moment and 
are very consistent. They 
have very good foreign 
players. The Indian players 
are also supporting them. 
We have to be very cautious 
against them. They did well 
against EB too.”

Away from home 
for three matches, Real 
Kashmir have scored ϐive 
points which include a 
win over leaders Chen-
nai City to remain in title 
contention.  
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1. Winter Crash Courses running suc-
cessfully for classes X, XII (CBSE, 
ICSE,ISC)

2. Study Materials provided according 
to the standards of the board.

3. Mock Test and Pre Board examina-

tions for the students 
4. Revision notes for the students to 

make them much more eff ective 
5. Doubt clearing Sessions held by re-

spective teachers 
6. Separate hostel facilities for boys and girls.

STUDY ZONE
Mr. Dawchung Lepcha (Chairperson) 

For further details please contact: 9002163719, 7319565616, 7432036651 
Address: P.N.G Road, Opp. City press , Gangtok

OUR COURSE OUTLINES: 

1. To give clear concept of the chapters 
2. To give the students proper guidance 

to excel in their examinations 
3. To Prepare and deliver answers eff ec-

tively and effi  ciently
4. Greater emphasis would be to excel. 
5. Last minute suggestion tips as per 

board requirements

OUR COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

ADMISSION
OPEN

Human Resource Development Department
Government of Sikkim

Tashiling Secretariat
Gangtok

Ref. No. GoS/HRDD/Adm/2018/678/02        Date:03/01/19

NOTICE INVITING RE-TENDER
For & on behalf of Governor of Sikkim, Deputy Director/
IT, Human Resource Development Department, Govern-
ment of Sikkim, seeks proposals from reputed and expe-
rienced registered Company /Proprietorship ϐirm in In-
dia to participate in competitive bidding for implemen-
tation of “Smart Classrooms (including Supply and In-
stallation of software solution, IT and non-IT equipment 
(Site preparation, electrical / UPS with required wiring 
etc), commissioning, integration and maintenance” for a 
period of 03 (three) years in the border areas of Sikkim.

The RFP document is available on the website www.
sikkimtender.gov.in. Interested Bidders, who qualify 
as per the criteria mentioned in the RFP document, 
may submit their bids online as per calendar of events. 
Bidders are required to submit tender document fee 
of Rs. 30,000.00 in form of Demand draft from a Na-
tionalized/ Scheduled bank/ State Bank of Sikkim in 
favour of Additional Chief Secretary/HRDD, payable 
at Gangtok. 

Sd/-
Dy. Director/IT
Human Resource 

Development Department
Government of Sikkim.

R.O. No. 572/IPR/Pub/Classi./18-19 
Date:  04.01.19

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ELECTORAL OFFICER
BALUAKHANI, GANGTOK SIKKIM

PUBLIC NOTICE
(Change in Date of Final Publication of ELECTORAL ROLL)

This is for information of general public that ϐinal 
Publication of Electoral Roll in respect of Special Sum-
mary Revision of Photo Electoral Roll in respect of 
Special summary Revision of Photo Electoral Rolls of 
intensive nature with reference to 01.01.2019 as quali-
fying date in all Assembly Constituencies of Sikkim will 
be on 18.01.2019 (Friday) instead of 04.01.2019.

No Voter to be left Behind
Mere possession of EPIC card without name in 
electoral roll does not provide Right to vote. Please 
check your name in voter list online www.ceosik-
kim.nic.in or www.nvsp.in
If your name is missing from electoral roll, please ap-
ply immediately. Process for additional of addition of 
names and correction of existing entries will contin-
ue even after inal publication of electoral roll.

Helpline No.    website
     1950   www.ceosikkim.nic.in

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
TOURISM & CIVIL AVIATION DEPARTMENT

PARYATAN BHAWAN
NEAR METRO POINT, TADONG, EAST SIKKIM

EOI No: 347/TD                   DATED: 05/01/2019

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST NO. 347/TD
On behalf of Governor of Sikkim, the Tourism & Civil Aviation Department, Government 
of Sikkim invites the Expression of Interest (EOI) for “Construction of statues of four pa-
tron saints of Sikkim at Yuksom in West Sikkim” on a Design, Built at Transfer (DBT) basis 
from the Class-I AA registered Contractors enlisted with Sikkim Public Works Department 
(SPWD) and having experience and expertise in construction of Temples, Statues and re-
ligious complexes. The interested contractors shall submit their Expression of Interest to 
the Chief Engineer, Tourism & Civil Aviation Department, Metro Point, Lower Tadong, East 
Sikkim on or before 9th February, 2019 along with the requisite documents to fulϐill the 
pre-qualiϐication as per the Eligibility Criteria given below.

The details of the other mandatory requirements, general conditions, tender guidelines, 
bid system, selection process, project overview, project completion schedule, tender sched-
ule etc will be uploaded in the departmental website www.sikkimtourism.gov.in on 8th Jan-
uary, 2019.

Eligibility Criteria:
The Eligibility Criteria to be fulϐilled by the intending bidders for pre-qualiϐication are 

as under:
i) The intending bidder shall be the holder of Class-AA enlistment certiϐicate registered 

with the Sikkim Public Works Department (SPWD), Government of Sikkim. The at-
tested copy of the intending bidder shall be attached with Expression of Interest.

ii. The intending bidder or his/her associate partner/consortium shall have adequate 
experience in construction of Temple, Statues or Religious complexes with a proven 
track record of having successfully executed and completed at least one similar na-
ture of project of net worth not less than Rs. 10.00 crore in a single work order/job 
order or at least Rs. 15.00 crore in two work orders/job orders in the last 10 years 
within the State or any regions in India. The completion certiϐicate of the client/ 
client department issued in the name of the bidder or his/her associate partner/ 
consortium for having successfully completed the similar work indication project 
cost, location, name or type of the project or any other relevant information about 
the project shall be attached with the Expression of Interest. In case the experience 
and expertise so desired is in the entity of associate partner/ consortium of the 
intending bidder, the attested copy of the registration of such partnership/consor-
tium legally authenticated and certiϐied by the District Magistrate within State of 
Sikkim shall be attached with the Expression of Interest.

iii.The Annual Turnover of the intending bidder shall not be less than Rs. 4.00 crore 
per annum in the three years or less than Rs. 8.00 crore cumulative in the past two 
years. The certiϐied copy of the balance sheet of the last three years duly vetted by the 
registered Chartered Accountant shall be attached with the Expression of Interest.

iv. The intending bidder or his/her associate partner/ consortium shall have adequate 
tools, plants, equipments and skilled artisans, craftsman for such work to explicitly 
display the bidder’s capacity to execute the project. List of the same shall be submit-
ted in self sheets for manpower and equipments separately.

v. The intending bidder shall submit a latest Solvency Certiϐicate from the State Bank of 
Sikkim or any Nationalized Banks operating in Sikkim issued not earlier than 8th Janu-
ary, 2019 for a minimum amount of Rs. 2.00 crore with the Expression on Interest. 

R.O. No.: 575/IPR/PUB/Classi/2018-19 
Date: 05/01/2019

Sd/-

Chief Engineer,
Tourism & Civil Aviation Department

Paryatan Bhawan, Tadong

SDF driver’s front convenes 
meeting for Khamdong-Singtam

NITESH R PRADHAN
G , 05 J :

The All Sikkim Demo-
cratic Driver/ Trans-

port Front conveyed a co-
ordination meeting with 
drivers, transporters and 
association heads of the 
Khamdong-Singtam con-
stituency of East Sikkim 
at the Community Hall 
here today.

State In-charge of the 
ASDTF, GM Gurung of 
Rangpo was present as 
chief guest accompanied 
by ASDTF general secre-
tary, Karma Tashi Bhutia 
of Bhusuk, SDF general 
secretary, Tenzing Sher-
pa, SDF CLC vice pres-
ident, Krishna Chettri, 
president Singtam Motor 
Transport Service Co-
operative Society, Tinku 

Adhikari, and president 
of Singtam New Gener-
ation Cooperative Soci-
ety, Tatshering Lepcha 
among others. 

Senior drivers from 
Singtam, Bindeswari 
Prasad and Laxuman 
Darji were felicitated by 
the chief guest at the be-
ginning of the meeting. 

Drivers from differ-
ent stands of the con-
stituency and parking 
contractors placed their 
grievances with the ex-
ecutive committee mem-
bers of the All Sikkim 
Democratic Transport/
Driver Front.

Tinku Adhikari and 
Tatshrering Lepcha ex-
tended the heartfelt 
thanks to the ASDTF, 
Chief Minister and the 

SDF government for 
opening an RTO office at 
Singtam and Chief Min-
ister Startup Scheme 
which had benefitted 
the drivers of many con-
stituencies.

The ASDTF general 
secretary highlighted 
the works of the front 
and in conclusion, State 
Incharge of ASDTF, Mr 
Gurung reviewed the 
grievances raised by the 
drivers. He also informed 
about sanctions and im-
plementation of many 
demands till date by the 
government. 

The daylong coordi-
nation meeting was at-
tended by around 200 
drivers of the region.

Further, Mr Gurung 
highlighted that before 

the SDF government took 
ofϐice, there were only 
9,000 vehicles in Sikkim 
and that the state now 
has more than 90,000 
vehicles and 1 lakh 
drivers. The State road 
network has increased 
from 1,800 KMs to 
6,200 KMs, new tourist 
destinations have been 
introduced, permits ex-
tended, and government 
is continuously work-
ing towards improving 
facilities for the gener-
al public and drivers of 
state as a whole.

Earlier, the welcome 
speech was delivered by 
SDF general secretary, 
Tenzing Sherpa and vote 
of thanks proposed by 
ASDTF executive mem-
ber, Kishor Pradhan.

Watchdog 
group urges 
probe of Ivanka 
Trump tax 
break role
W , J  5 
(AP): An ethics watch-
dog group asked the 
Justice Department on 
Friday to investigate 
whether President Don-
ald Trump’s daughter 
Ivanka violated federal 
conϐlict-of-interest law 
by promoting an Oppor-
tunity Zone tax break 
program from which she 
could potentially beneϐit.

The complaint from 
the Citizens for Respon-
sibility and Ethics in 
Washington follows an 
Associated Press investi-
gation last month.

The AP found that 
Trump and her husband 
Jared Kushner, both White 
House advisers, could 
beneϐit from the Opportu-
nity Zones program they 
pushed that offers tax 
breaks to developers who 
invest in downtrodden 
communities.

AP reported Kushner 
owns a USD 25 million to 
USD 50 million non-man-
agement stake in Cadre, 
a real estate investment 
ϐirm which has an-
nounced plans to invest 
in several cities under 
the Opportunity Zones 
program. Separately, the 
couple has interests in at 
least 13 properties held 
by Kushner’s family ϐirm 
that may qualify for the 
tax breaks because they 
are in Opportunity Zones 
in New Jersey, New York 
and Maryland.

The CREW complaint 
says that, under federal 
law, Kushner’s ϐinancial 
interests are considered 
of value to Ivanka Trump 
as well. In a 12-page let-
ter sent to Deputy Attor-
ney General Rod Rosen-
stein, CREW Executive 
Director Noah Bookbind-
er said that as a result 
of the 2017 decision by 
Ivanka Trump and Kush-
ner to “retain a sprawl-
ing portfolio of invest-
ments after entering 
government,” the couple 
“assumed responsibility 
for exercising due dili-
gence to avoid partici-
pating in any particular 
matter that directly and 
predictably affects the 
interests of the compa-
nies they retained.”

Ivanka Trump, Book-
binder wrote, “may have 
failed to live up to this re-
sponsibility.”

Bookbinder told the 
AP that CREW’s com-
plaint focused on Ivanka 
Trump because “there is 
so much public informa-
tion about her role in 
the Opportunity Zones 
program.”

The AP report noted 
that Ivanka Trump pub-
licly promoted the pro-
gram and coordinated 
with its main congres-
sional sponsor, Repub-
lican Sen Tim Scott of 
South Carolina.

President Trump 
lauded his daughter last 
February for “pushing 
this very hard.”

Hours after the AP 
story ran last month, 
Ivanka Trump tweeted 
her public support for 
Opportunity Zones and 
appeared at a White 
House event promoting 
the program.

AP reported that 
Kushner also backed the 
program, but had more 
limited involvement be-
hind the scenes.

A spokesman for 
Abbe Lowell, the couple’s 
ethics lawyer, dismissed 
the CREW complaint as 
“meritless.” 
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, 
criticise, run down, even appreciate 
if they like something in this paper. 
Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except 
when against people responsible in 
this newspaper (who are fair game), 
will have to be ignored. Letters 
which carry forward a conversation 
or initiate a dialogue will command 
immediate attention and receive 
prominence.  
Mail us at: news@summittimes.com

The Mountains Are Sweating
And more Sikkimese need to take a keener 

interest in issues like climate change

The current spate of biting cold might not lend itself 
too well to talk of global warming, but that is also 

the kind of only-on-occasion nature of interest that we 
need to get over when it comes to addressing issues of 
climate change and the health of Sikkim’s ice-caps. It 
is bad enough that very few Sikkimese actually get to 
visit the glacial areas of the State, and to make aware-
ness about warming limited to visuals of shrinking 
arctic ice creates a distancing which make genuine 
interest difϐicult to establish. 

Not just experts, even lay people and mass 
media are now noticing the change in weather 
patterns all over the world. The mountains are 
getting warmer, the plains colder and weather 
hitting extremes at other times, think the inunda-
tion of Kerala recently which Met scientists have 
ascribed to climate change. All these are symptom-
atic of global warming, a fact that cannot be denied 
anymore. Even as the debate continues over the 
developed world’s attempts at browbeating the 
third world nations to sacriϐice more to manage the 
planet’s environment, regions close to ice need to 
get more concerned and start undertaking studies 
and working solutions on their own. Ice caps – the 
polar regions and the glacier ϐields – feel the impact 
of global warming ϐirst. North and west Sikkim are 
crisscrossed by many glaciers which are the frozen 
fountains of life for the State. The cultivation, the 
rivers and their hydel potential are all sourced from 
these glaciers, and now that hydro-power is still 
being pursued as the economic deliverer for the 
State, it becomes imperative that the source of this 
potential is better studied and understood. Hima-
layan glaciers are reported to be receeding at the 
rate of 10 to 15 metres on an average every year. 
The largest glacier in the Eastern Himalaya – the 
10 mile long Zemu Glacier in north Sikkim is be-
lieved by many to be receeding the fastest. It also 
sits in the vicinity of many minor glaciers, several 
of which have visibly retreated from the valleys and 
now hang higher on the mountains, leaving behind 
a litter of dangerous moraines. Zemu also feeds the 
Teesta on which many hydel projects have been 
planned. When glaciers recede, and some in Sik-
kim are also reportedly expanding, there is more 
water in the rivers, that is simple enough to un-
derstand, but someone has to study the glaciers 
better to be able to calculate how long the source 
will keep feeding the rivers. Some recent studies 
have been undertaken, and a closer watch is now 
being kept on some glacial lakes, but very little of 
these ϐindings have made way into the public do-
main with any coherent analysis. 

Given the fact that 70 percent of the world’s 
fresh water is frozen in glaciers, it is surprising that 
not more is being done to save them and contain 
their recession. This is probably because the sci-
entists and decision makers prefer the plains and 
share their data only among their clique and have 
seldom made their ϐindings simple enough for the 
stakeholders to understand. But the problem is al-
ready too clear and present to waste time pointing 
ϐingers. Sikkim might be too small to make a dif-
ference to the handling of Himalayan glaciers, but 
it can at least take care of its own “water towers.” 
Maybe with its initiative, it could also trigger a more 
genuine concern elsewhere.

India: Government continues to suppress 
citizens’ right to information ahead of election

Will China’s moon landing launch a new space race?

VIDYA VENKAT
theconversation.com

Back in 2014, when the Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP) ascended to power in India, it did so 

on the promise of running an open government 
accountable to its citizens that would eliminate 
corruption. But nearly ϐive years later, and with 
an election due between March and May, the track 
record of Narendra Modi’s government on uphold-
ing citizens’ right to information has raised doubts 
about its commitment to accountability.

The BJP’s predecessors, the United Progres-
sive Alliance (UPA) government, led by the Indi-
an National Congress party, 
were instrumental in pass-
ing the Right to Information 
(RTI) law in 2005. Its aim 
was to undo the culture of 
bureaucratic secrecy en-
couraged by the colonial Of-
ficial Secrets Act of 1923.

For the ϐirst time, the law 
compelled government de-
partments to provide ofϐicial 
information in the form of 
records or documents to cit-
izens when speciϐic requests 
were made. This helped to 
expose corruption in gov-
ernment as state author-
ities could no longer hide 
information on the way they 
made decisions, or spent tax-
payer’s money. The exposés 
contributed to the UPA gov-
ernment’s political downfall 
at the 2014 elections.

Yet, ever since the RTI law 
was passed, successive governments have sought 
to suppress it one way or another. In recent years, 
public authorities afϐiliated to the central govern-
ment have denied information to citizens under the 
law on matters of vital public interest.
REQUESTS BLOCKED

Take, for instance, the case of demonetisation, 
in which the government pulled high-value curren-
cy notes out of circulation in 2016. It said the move 
was aimed at eradicating fake currency notes cir-
culating in the economy, but demonetisation led to 
a severe cash crunch that had spiralling effects on 
jobs and economic growth.

When citizens ϐiled RTI appeals with the Re-
serve Bank of India (RBI) about demonetisation, 
they were refused information on a range of que-
ries from who had been consulted, to the reasons 
behind the move and the cost incurred by scrap-
ping the banned notes. The central bank took ref-
uge under the law’s exemption clause, which states 
that exemptions can be sought for information if 
disclosure would: “prejudicially affect the sover-
eignty and integrity of India, the security, strategic, 
scientiϐic or economic interests of the state, rela-
tion with foreign state or lead to incitement of an 
offence”. While it’s up to the public information of-

ϐicer of each institution to decide on exemptions, 
these decisions can be appealed to the Central In-
formation Commission (CIC), which settles infor-
mation disputes.

But such denial of information amounts to a 
failure to come clean on a controversial decision that 
affected the lives of ordinary citizens in a big way. It’s 
not even clear whether demonetisation’s stated mo-
tive of removing fake notes was actually achieved. 

Another important ongoing case of denial of 
information regards a list of wilful loan defaulters 
held by the RBI. This came at a time when the In-
dian government has been struggling to extradite 
businessmen who ϐled the country after defaulting 

on billions of dollars of bank loans. After the CIC 
ordered the RBI to release information on the loan 
defaulters, the central bank went to court in mid 
December to get a stay order, denying the release.

India’s Supreme Court had already pulled up the 
RBI back in 2015 over its in-house “disclosure poli-
cy”, which violated provisions under the RTI law. The 
court ruled in favour of making disclosures, but the 
central bank has continued to deny information re-
quests on matters of vital public interest.

In 2017, the Indian Air Force also denied an RTI 
request and refused to release crucial information re-
lated to the pricing of a deal for 36 Rafale aircrafts ϐi-
nalised between India and France, that has currently 
snowballed into a major corruption scandal.

Another controversy pertains to the prime 
minister’s educational qualiϐications. In 2015, 
when Neeraj Sharma, an IT professional from Del-
hi, sought to verify Modi’s 1968 BA degree results 
from Delhi University – mentioned in his election 
afϐidavit – the information was expressly denied. 
When the CIC directed the university to disclose 
the information, the university went to the high 
court demanding a stay on the disclosure order.

The university publicly conϐirmed Modi’s de-
gree was authentic, but still refuses to make the de-

tails accessible under the RTI. The legal case drags 
on, with the next hearing due in early 2019. Re-
quests for the release of details of the prime minis-
ter’s MA degree from Gujarat University were also 
denied under the RTI law.

In November 2016, the Supreme Court up-
held citizens’ right to know about the education-
al background of people contesting polls and 
held that the election of those lying in their affi-
davits could be set aside.
DILUTING THE LAW

Besides denying information, the BJP govern-
ment has also proposed amendments to the RTI 
law, in which the central government seeks to 

control the salaries and 
tenures of the informa-
tion commissioners. The 
effect would be to erode 
the independence of the 
information commis-
sions at the national level 
and in India’s states. It is 
the information commis-
sions – which are vested 
with court-like powers to 
adjudicate information 
appeals denied by gov-
ernment departments – 
that actually give the law 
its teeth.

Since coming to ofϐice 
in 2014, the BJP govern-
ment has delayed mak-
ing crucial appointments 
to the CIC as vacancies 
have arisen and, as the 
end of 2018 approached, 
eight of the 11 posts for 
information commis-

sioner were vacant. After activists went to the Su-
preme Court to demand speedy appointments to 
the commission, in late December the government 
announced the appointment of a new chief infor-
mation commissioner and four new information 
commissioners. While RTI activists hailed this as a 
small victory following months of protests, the gov-
ernment has refused to divulge information on the 
process adopted for vetting applicants for the job. 

At present more than 26,000 information ap-
peals lie pending before the commission, delaying 
availability of information to thousands of citizens 
using the RTI. The government has also dragged in-
formation commissioners to court. This is a clear 
case of intimidation of commissioners aimed at 
discouraging them from ordering disclosures of in-
formation that the government ϐinds inconvenient.

Back in 2005, when India passed the RTI law, it 
was heralded as a revolutionary move to empower 
the people to hold those in power to account. But 
that task has been easier said than done. As India 
awaits yet another electoral battle later in 2019, 
the incumbent government has clearly failed to de-
liver on its promise of accountability.

[the writer is PhD scholar in Social 
Anthropology, SOAS, University of London]

WENDY WHITMAN COBB
theconversation.com

China became the third country to 
land a probe on the Moon on Jan. 

2. But, more importantly, it became 
the ϐirst to do so on the far side of the 
moon, often called the dark side. The 
ability to land on the far side of the 
moon is a technical achievement in 
its own right, one that neither Russia 
nor the United States has pursued.

The probe, Chang’e 4, is symbolic 
of the growth of the Chinese space pro-
gram and the capabilities it has amassed, 
signiϐicant for China and for relations 
among the great power across the world. 
The consequences extend to the United 
States as the Trump administration con-
siders global competition in space as well 
as the future of space exploration.

One of the major drivers of U.S. 
space policy historically has been 
competition with Russia particularly 
in the context of the Cold War. If Chi-
na’s successes continue to accumu-
late, could the United States ϐind itself 
engaged in a new space race?
CHINA’S ACHIEVEMENTS IN SPACE

Like the U.S. and Russia, the 
People’s Republic of China ϐirst en-
gaged in space activities during the 
development of ballistic missiles in 
the 1950s. While they did beneϐit 
from some assistance from the Sovi-
et Union, China developed its space 
program largely on its own. Far from 
smooth sailing, Mao Zedong’s Great 
Leap Forward and the Cultural Revo-
lution disrupted this early programs.

The Chinese launched their ϐirst 
satellite in 1970. Following this, an 
early human spaceϐlight program was 
put on hold to focus on commercial 
satellite applications. In 1978, Deng 
Xiaoping articulated China’s space pol-

icy noting that, as a developing country, 
China would not take part in a space 
race. Instead, China’s space efforts have 
focused on both launch vehicles and 
satellites - including communications, 
remote sensing and meteorology.

This does not mean the Chinese 
were not concerned about the glob-

al power space efforts can generate. 
In 1992, they concluded that hav-
ing a space station would be a major 
sign and source of prestige in the 21st 
century. As such, a human spaceϐlight 
program was re-established leading 
to the development of the Shenzhou 
spacecraft. The ϐirst Chinese astronaut, 
or taikonaut, Yang Liwei, was launched 
in 2003. In total, six Shenzhou missions 
have carried 12 taikonauts into low 
earth orbit, including two to China’s 
ϐirst space station, Tiangong-1.

In addition to human spaceϐlight, 
the Chinese have also undertaken 
scientiϐic missions like Chang’e 4. Its 
ϐirst lunar mission, Chang’e 1, orbited 
the moon in October 2007 and a rov-
er landed on the moon in 2013. Chi-
na’s future plans include a new space 

station, a lunar base and possible 
sample return missions from Mars.
A NEW SPACE RACE?

The most notable feature of the Chi-
nese space program, especially com-
pared to the early American and Rus-
sian programs, is its slow and steady 
pace. Because of the secrecy that sur-

rounds many aspects of the Chinese 
space program, its exact capabilities 
are unknown. However, the program is 
likely on par with its counterparts.

In terms of military applications, 
China has also demonstrated signif-
icant skills. In 2007, it undertook an 
anti-satellite test, launching a ground-
based missile to destroy a failed 
weather satellite. While successful, 
the test created a cloud of orbital de-
bris that continues to threaten other 
satellites. The movie “Gravity” illus-
trated the dangers space debris poses 
to both satellites and humans. In its 
2018 report on the Chinese military, 
the Department of Defense reported 
that China’s military space program 
“continues to mature rapidly.”

Despite its capabilities, the U.S., 

unlike other countries, has not en-
gaged in any substantial cooperation 
with China because of national secu-
rity concerns. In fact, a 2011 law bans 
ofϐicial contact with Chinese space 
ofϐicials. Does this signal a new space 
race between the U.S. and China?

As a space policy researcher, I can 
say the answer is yes and no. Some 
U.S. ofϐicials, including Scott Pace, 
the executive secretary for the Na-
tional Space Council, are cautiously 
optimistic about the potential for 
cooperation and do not see the be-
ginning of a new space race. NASA Ad-
ministrator Jim Brindenstine recently 
met with the head of the Chinese space 
program at the International Astronau-
tical Conference in Germany and dis-
cussed areas where China and the U.S. 
can work together. However, increased 
military presence in space might spark 
increased competition. The Trump ad-
ministration has used the threat posed 
by China and Russia to support its ar-
gument for a new independent mili-
tary branch, a Space Force.

Regardless, China’s abilities in 
space are growing to the extent that 
is reϐlected in popular culture. In 
Andy Weir’s 2011 novel “The Mar-
tian” and its later ϐilm version, NASA 
turns to China to help rescue its 
stranded astronaut. While competi-
tion can lead to advances in technolo-
gy, as the ϐirst space race demonstrat-
ed, a greater global capacity for space 
exploration can also be beneϐicial not 
only for saving stranded astronauts 
but increasing knowledge about the 
universe where we all live. Even if 
China’s rise heralds a new space race, 
not all consequences will be negative.

[the writer is Associate 
Professor of Political Science, 

Cameron University]
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GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
ROADS & BRIDGES DEPARTMENT

SORENG, WEST SIKKIM
MEMO  NO.:136/GOS/SD/R&B/305/Soreng                                                                              Dated:04.01.2019

For and on behalf of the Governor of Sikkim, Assistant Engineer (Soreng), Roads & Bridges Department Government of 
Sikkim, invites sealed tenders under single bid system from the eligible contractors of class IV Grade enlisted with Sik-
kim Public Works Department vide Notiϐication No.515/R&B/PWD/Secy. Dated 12.06.2018, 556/ R&B/PWD/Secy. 
Dated 26/08/18, and 584/R&B/PWD/Secy. Date:08/10/2018 for the construction of f air weather roads ,through 
competitive bidding within the territorial jurisdiction of concerned ward of the Gram Panchayat / Urban Local Bod-
ies where the work is to be executed. 

Sl. 
No Name of Work Cost put to 

Tender (Rs)

Earnest 
Money @ 
2.5%(Rs)

Cost of 
tender 

Form (Rs)

Completion 
Time

1
Construction of road from Anku PWD 
road to lower sengeng PHSC (KM 0.00- 
1.00)

4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months 

2
Construction of road from Anku PWD 
road to lower sengeng PHSC (KM 1.00-
2.00)

4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months 

3
Construction of road from Anku PWD 
road to lower sengeng PHSC (KM 2.00-
3.00)

4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months 

4
Construction of road from Anku PWD 
road to lower sengeng PHSC (KM 3.00-
4.00)

4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months 

5
Construction of road from Jamuney to 
Lekdam via upper Namrick ward no.1 
(KM 0.00 -1.00)

4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months 

6
Construction of road from Jamuney to 
Lekdam via upper Namrick ward no.1 
(KM 1.00-2.00)

4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months 

7
Construction of road from Jamuney to 
Lekdam via upper Namrick ward no.1 
(KM 2.00-3.00)

4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months 

8 Construction of road from Dhargaon to 
rockgarden (KM0.00- 1.00) 4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months 

9 Construction of road from Baidang 
golai to khimmat golai  (KM 0.00-1.00) 4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months 

10
Construction of road from Bori golai 
along Soreng Malbasey road to san-
thang ward (KM0.00- 1.50)

6357744.00 158944.00 5000.00 12 Months 

11
Construction of road from pakkigaon 
dispensary towards malidang Malba-
sey west sikkim (KM0.00-1.00)

4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months 

12
Construction of road from pakkigaon 
dispensary towards malidang Malba-
sey west sikkim (KM1.00-2.50)

6357744.00 158944.00 5000.00 12 Months 

13
Construction of road from Deythang 
near PHC to lower Dhankutey ward 
(km 0.00-1.00)

4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months

14
Construction of road from Deythang 
near PHC to lower Dhankutey ward 
(km 1.00-2.00)

4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months

15
Construction of road from Lower 
Deythang to U/Gairi gaon (KM 0.00-
1.00)

4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months 

16
Construction of road from Lower 
Deythang to U/Gairi gaon (KM 1.00-
2.00)

4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months 

17
Construction of road from PMGSY road 
Jushingthang Dhurpeney mandir via 
Deorali Dara (KM 0.00-1.00)

4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months 

18
Construction of road from PMGSY road 
Jushingthang Dhurpeney mandir via 
Deorali Dara (KM 1.00-2.00)

4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months 

19
Construction of road from PMGSY road 
Jushingthang Dhurpeney mandir via 
Deorali Dara (KM 2.00-3.00)

4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months 

20
Construction of road from Nakang 
Dara upper kamling to maneydara 
(km0.00-1.00)

4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months 

21
Construction of road from Nakang Dara 
upper kamling to maneydara (km 1.00- 
2.00)

4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months 

22
Construction of road from suldung 
PMGSY road to upper suldung (km0.00-
1.00)

4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months 

23
Construction of road from suldung 
PMGSY road to upper suldung (km1.00-
2.00)

4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months 

24

Construction of road from upper 
sribadam Daragaon and Ramitaydara 
and church (salom Pentecostal church)  
(km 0.00-1.50)

6357744.00 158944.00 5000.00 12 Months 

25

Construction of road from upper 
sribadam Daragaon and Ramitaydara 
and church (salom Pentecostal church)  
(km 1.50-3.00)

6357744.00 158944.00 5000.00 12 Months 

26
Construction of road from Bara 
samsing school to Rock garden via 
rungdung khola km 1.00-2.30

5458327.24 138011.00 5000.00 12 months

27
Construction of road from upper Gelling 
Dham area to Bhimsing gaon km 2.00-
3.00

4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months 

Details for Date and time of Tender and venue are as follows:-

Sl. 
No

Name of Con-
stituency

Date of Sub-
mission of 

Application 
with Bank 

receipt for is-
sue of Tender 

Document 
(Excluding ten-

der form)

. Date of issue of 
Tender form on 
Submission of 

TDR ( as Earnest 
money

Last Date of 
Submission of 
Tender form

Date & Time 
of opening of 

Tender

Tender 
venue

1

Zoom Salgari 
ConstituencySl.
no- 1-4 & Sl. No. 
26 – 27)

14/01/2019 
(10:00 am to 

4:00 Pm)

16/01/2019 
(10:00 am to 4:00 

Pm)

17/01/2019 
(10:00 am to 
12.00 noon)

  17/01/2019 

 Sl.no.1-4 (12.30 
pm)

Si.no 26-27 
(1.30pm-2.30pm)

1.Mabong 
G.P.K (sl.
no 1-4) 

2.Gelling 
G.P.K    (Sl 
no.26-27 )

2

Soreng Chakung 
Constituency (Sl.
no- 10-12) Zoom 
Salgari constitu-
encySl.no- 5-9 

16/01/2019 
(10:00 am to 

4:00 Pm)

17/01/2019 
(10:00 am to 4:00 

Pm)

18/01/2019 
(10:00 am to 
12.00 noon)

18/01/2019 

Sl.no 11-12 (3.00-
4.00pm) 

    Sl.no 10        
(1.30-2.30pm)

Sl.no.5-9 
(12.30pm)     

1.Budang           
G.P.K (sl.
no 11-12) 
2.Malbasey 
G.P.K (si.no 
10)

3.Zoom 
G.P.K, (sl.
no.5-9)

3
Rinchenpong 
Constituency(Sl.
no-13-25)

17/01/2019 
(10:00 am to 
4:00 Pm)

18/01/2019 
(10:00 am to 4:00 
Pm)

19/01/2019 
(10:00 am to 
12.00noon)

19/01/2019 

Sl.no 13-16 

(2.30-3.30pm)

 Sl.no 17-19 (1.30-
2.30 pm) 

Sl.no 20-23 (12.30 
noon)  

 Sl. No. 24-25 
(3.30-4.00pm)

1.Deythang 
G.P.K 
sl.no.13-16 
2.Parengga-
on G.P.K (Sl.
no. 17-19) 
3.Suldung 
Kamling (Sl.
no. 20-23) 
4.Sreebad-
am G.P.K 
Sl.no. 24-25

CONDITIONS OF CONTRACT:- 

1. Tender is open only to the eligible Contractors/Firms of appropriate Class/concerned ward of the Gram 
Panchayat unit and Urban Local bodies Area.

2. The intending tenders/contractors should apply in writing for issue of tender documents. The applica-
tion would be invariably be signed by the contractor himself/herself. The tender document will not be 
issued to any person other than the INTENDING TENDER. The application shall be submitted initially 
for each work listed above with all required documents.

3. The applicants should enclosed attested copies of the a) Goods & Services Tax Clearance Certiϐicate 
(b) Validated/Updated Contractor Enlistment Certiϐicate along with the application along with attested 
copy of COI, Adhar card, Voter card. It is mandatory to produce the Original validated/Updated Enlist-
ment Certiϐicate during sale/issue of the Tender Document for veriϐication.

4. The prescribed Non-Transferable Tender Documents (excluding the Tender Form) can be obtained 
during the period speciϐied in (from the Assistant Engineer, Roads and Bridges Department, Soreng 
Sub-Division, on production of requisite Bank deposit slip in favour of the concerned GPU  .

5. Earnest money deposit @ 2.5% in State Bank of Sikkim shall be in the form of Deposit Receipt of Sched-
ule Bank which includes deposits in the form of temporary deposit receipts (TDR) in favor of the Sr. Ac-
counts Ofϐicer, Roads & Bridges, Gyalshing, West Sikkim. Tender form shall be issued only on production 
of toward deposit receipts of 2.5% earnest money.

6. The Tender Documents, including the Tender Form with quoted offer should be placed in a sealed cover 
with the name of the tenderers and the name of the work superscripted on it, supporting documents 
listed at Sl.No 3(a &b) along with other relevant documents be enclosed with the offer.

7. Sealed tenders may be deposited in the Tender box in the ofϐice Concerned GPU where the work is to be 
executed, on the date and within the time indicated above.

8. Tenders shall be opened by a Tender Opening Committee as prescribed by the Government in the pres-
ence of the tenderers on the date and time indicated above.

9. The Tenderer should sign on every page of the tender documents as Acceptance of the general Direction 
and Conditions of the Contract and other laid down norms. The rate quoted should be both in ϐigures 
and words and should be inclusive of GST all other applicable Taxes and Levies. Over writing and cor-
rection should be avoided and if made should be authenticated. Incomplete/Conditional tenders shall 
be rejected forthwith.

10. In case of any discrepancy in rate(s) printed in the Schedule of Rates and Quantities issued with the ten-
der documents, rates as per approved Schedule of Rates will be taken as correct. For items outside the 
SOR, the rates shall be as per the technically checked estimate/analysis. Decision of the Principal Chief 
Engineer cum Secretary/ Head of the Department will be ϐinal in this regard.

11. The work value, scope and quantum of work are subject to change, the contractor shall execute the work 
as per the directives of the Department. No claim on this account is entertained whatsoever. If any claim 
is made, it shall be as per the agreement rates.

12. The Department reserves the rights to hold payments to the contractor unless test certiϐicates are not 
produced by the contractor when called upon to do so.

13. Avoidable damages due to negligence of the contractor shall be at his own risk and cost. The Depart-
ment shall not be liable for payment of such damages (if any), including accidents to labours at site.

14. The offer shall remain valid for a period of 90 days. The work should commence within 15 days from 
the issue of the work order.

15. All the conditions as mentioned in the NIT shall be deemed to a part of the agreement to be entered with 
the contractor. Security deposit shall be collected by deductions from the running bills of the contractor 
@ 5% of the value of work done.

16. The Department reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tenders without assigning any reason 
thereof.

17. The recoveries of Royalties on Forest Produce shall be as per rates notiϐied by the Government from time 
to time and applicable on the date of payment. In no case, clam of any contractor for deduction as per 
rates incorporated in the analysis of rates or Schedule of Rates on the date of tender shall be acceptable.

18. Subletting of contract work is against the norms and if it comes to notice, the original contract shall be 
cancelled and appropriate action shall be initiated as per the rules.

19. The Department also reserves the right to increase, decrease, alter or modify the item of works as indi-
cated in the NIT without assigning any reason thereof.

20. In case the man powers employed by the contractors are from outside the State or neighboring coun-
tries, it shall be the responsibility of the contractors to get them registered with the labour department, 
Government of Sikkim as per the relevant Labour Laws.

21. Use of explosives shall be regulated as under:-      

a) Transportation, Handling, storage and use of Explosives (if necessary) shall be in accordance with 
the provisions of the India Explosive Act and General Guidelines, Circulars issued by the depart-
ment and other competent authorities on the subject from time to time.

b) The rules and regulations issued by the Sikkim Public Works department or any other competent 
authority shall strictly be adhered to with regard to transportation, storage; handling and use of 
explosives shall be maintained by the contractor.

22. The contractor shall also make arrangements to have photographs of the works taken at least at three 
stages of the construction period. i.e. beginning, middle and completion stage.

23. Damage to properties in and around the work site must be avoided at all cost. The contractor shall be 
held responsible for any acts of negligence and shall be made to make good the damages.

24. It is accepted to the tenderer to have inspected the site before submitting his/her bid. There may be 
possible site difϐiculties for which the tenderer should have their own correct assessment before sub-
mitting the bid.

25. The cost of stock materials supplied from the Department store will be deducted from the contractors’ 
bills as per rules.

26. The bidders shall produce a Certiϐicate of Residence from the concerned Gram Panchayat Unit where 
the work is to be executed.

R.O. No. 574/IPR/Pub/classi./18-19   
Date:05.01.2019 

Sd/-

Assistant Engineer,
Roads &Bridges Department,
Soreng Division, West Sikkim
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With help from diaspora, Palestinians 
hope for Asian Cup surprise

R , J  5 (AFP): The 
Palestinian football team are 
taking part in their second-ev-
er Asian Cup in the coming 
days, and team members born 
in various parts of the world 
are hoping to spring a few sur-
prises. The team qualiϐied four 
years ago for the ϐirst time but 
crashed out in ignominious 
fashion, losing all three games 
to an aggregate score of 11-1.

This year, with the help of 
several players from the Pal-
estinian diaspora, they hope to 
do better.

Around ϐive million Pales-
tinians live in the blockaded 
Gaza Strip and occupied West 
Bank, but around another six 
million are estimated to live 
elsewhere.

Chilean defender Alexis 
Norambuena said the players 
speak in a mix of languages to 
understand each other.

“Football is a way to give 
some joy to the people and for 
us to represent them in this 
cup that is quite important for 
the country,” he said.

“We aim to represent them 
and give them enough joy so 
the people can be entertained 
a bit.” The tournament begins 
in the United Arab Emirates 
on Saturday. Back home in the 
West Bank, football lovers are 
also willing their players on to 
new heights.

At a recent second di-
vision league game, player 
Sameh Sheikha told AFP that 
the team’s participation “rep-

resents a country at a time 
when we are still living under 
occupation.” “We hope the team 
achieves good results this time, 
because the team has become 
stronger than before,” he said.

There are perhaps cautious 
reasons for optimism.

Despite being made up of 
mostly amateurs, the team 
beat Bhutan 10-0 on aggregate 
to qualify for the tournament.

This and other good results 
saw them rise to a record high 
75th in the FIFA world rank-
ings, though they have since 
slipped back to 99th.

Palestinians say that Israeli 
restrictions on players’ move-
ments limit potential, whether 
that means checkpoints in the 

West Bank or the blockade on 
Gaza, where Israel and Hamas 
have fought three wars since 
2008. Sport is also an area 
where Palestinians seek to ad-
vance their cause.

Their football federation 
has been a member of FIFA 
since 1998 and plays in the 
Asian Football Confederation.

The Palestinians were 
also granted the status of UN 
non-member observer state 
in 2012. This year’s Asian Cup 
side has a little more of an in-
ternational feel.

They are led by an Algerian 
coach and among those don-
ning the red jersey in the Emir-
ates is Yashir Pinto, a Chilean 
who qualiϐies for the team due 

to his Palestinian ancestors.
Another Chilean with Pal-

estinian roots on the team, 
Jonathan Zorrilla Cantillana, 
said “I think we are prepar-
ing in a very good way and we 
will try to create a surprise, to 
surprise them with the train-
ing we got here, and I think 
we will arrive well prepared 
at the cup.”

The bookkeepers still see 
Palestine as very much outside 
shots. While regional giants Ja-
pan, South Korea and Iran are 
again among the favourites, 
Palestine have odds as high as 
2,000 to one.

Their group is also a little 
daunting, with a game against 
Jordan followed by matches 

against group favourites Aus-
tralia and Syria.

Yet while few expect them 
to have any chance of com-
ing home with the cup, in the 
Palestinian territories there is 
optimism. “The national team 
is a source of pride, and it is 
competing at the Asian level. 
This conϐirms the progress 
of the level of our sport,” said 
Mohamed Sulaiman, a football 
coach in the West Bank city of 
Ramallah.

“Our team is strong and we 
hope we can achieve some-
thing.” In Qatar, Norambue-
na said “it’s very nice to have 
these days to get to know each 
other more and we hope this 
will help us do good in this cup.

India needs more women in science to improve research quality: Narayana Murthy
SHAKOOR RATHER
B , J  5 (PTI): In-
dia needs to create an environ-
ment conducive for qualiϐied, 
bright women researchers to 
continue their pursuit in the 
ϐield of science to improve 
the quality of research in the 
country, Infosys co-founder N 
R Narayana Murthy said here.

A recent report released 
by the ϐirm Clarivate Analyt-
ics shows that only 10 Indians 
ϐigure among the world’s top 
4,000 highly-cited researchers 
(HCR), with only one woman 
from India featuring in the list 
topped by the US.

Asked if more women re-
searchers can help improve 
the quality of research in India, 
the renowned IT industrial-
ist said, “absolutely, no doubt 
about it...”

“Whenever I have gone for 
a convocation address in any 
university or IITs or lots of in-
stitutions in the country, I ϐind 
the percentage of gold med-
als that are won by women is 
generally much higher than by 
men,” Murthy told PTI.

“Therefore, we have to cre-
ate an environment where it is 
easy for our women research-

ers to continue their pursuit 
even after they get married, 
even after they have chil-
dren...,” he said.

However, Murthy noted 
that it was a social issue and 
not so much the problem of the 
research institutes.

“In our society, we have to 
create mechanisms whereby 
qualiϐied, bright women re-
searchers have no hindrance at 
all to continue their research 
focus,” Murthy said.

“And it does help (in im-
proving the quality of re-
search) as 50 per cent popula-
tion (in the country) is women 

and their performance is no 
less than men at the under-
graduate and perhaps at the 
Masters level,” he said ahead 
of the Infosys Prize ceremony 
here on Saturday.

The Infosys Prize is an an-
nual award given to scientists, 
researchers, engineers and 
social scientists by the Infosys 
Science Foundation (ISF) and 
ranks among the highest mon-
etary awards in India to recog-
nise research.

This year, six eminent pro-
fessors have been awarded the 
prize across different catego-
ries of science and research. 

The annual award includes a 
pure gold medal, a citation, 
and a prize purse worth USD 
100,000 (or its equivalent in 
Indian rupees).

Murthy believes that India 
has realised the importance 
of creating an environment 
where the researchers can in-
deed contribute to the glob-
al betterment and produce 
world-class work.

“We are still obviously in 
the early stages, and I’m pos-
itive that as we move forward 
the number of Indians in the 
top 4000 scientists will indeed 
increase rapidly. And I have 
no doubt that Infosys Science 
Prize will provide an impetus 
to this effort,” he said.

He said many Infosys Prize 
winners had gone on to win inter-
national awards in research consid-
ered at par with the Nobel Prize.

Asked about the challenges 
faced by Research and Science 
in the country, he noted that 
the research institutes should 
adopt a more multidisciplinary 
approach and provide for more 
interactions of researchers 
with those outside the country.

He noted that funding may 
not really be the hurdle in im-

proving the quality of research 
and that he was very hopeful 
and excited about the things 
to come in the ϐield of research 
and science in the near future.

This point in time, the UPA 
government and the current NDA 
govt, both have taken a lot of in-
terest in improving the quality 
of higher education. UPA tri-
pled the allocation of funds for 
higher education, the current 
government has continued it, 
so I don’t know if funding is the 
issue, Murthy said.

He said youngsters needed 
to spend more time with inter-
national researchers and they 
should participate in confer-
ences outside India.

I think our aim for world-class 
work, aim for the best research 
work has to be improved ϐirst 
by being more open-minded to 
compare our work to what is 
happening outside India, second 
by providing greater chances for 
our youngsters to interact with 
world-class researchers and third 
by adopting a multidisciplinary 
research approach, he said.

If we do some of these 
things I am sure we can im-
prove the quality of research, 
Murthy added. 

Djokovic crashes 
out of Qatar Open

D , J  5 (AFP): No-
vak Djokovic lost surpris-
ingly in Doha on Friday, 
beaten in the Qatar Open 
semi-ϐinal by world num-
ber 24, Roberto Bautista 
Agut, 6-3, 6-7 (8/6), 6-4.

The Serb fell to his ϐirst 
defeat of the season in a 
high-quality contest lasting 
more than two-and-a-half 
hours, which saw the Span-
iard lose his ϐirst set of the 
week but come back to beat 
the world number one.

“What happened? I 
lost the match. That’s 
it,” a clearly frustrated 
Djokovic said in his post-
match press conference.

Agut took Djokovic’s 
serve in the second game 
of the ϐinal set for the de-
cisive break and secured 
victory on his ϐirst match 
point. “I will remem-
ber this match for [the 
rest] of my life,” said the 
30-year-old Spaniard.

He will play the 
Czech Republic’s Tomas 
Berdych in Saturday’s ϐi-
nal. “I can’t be more hap-
py than I am now.”

It is the second time 
he has beaten Djokovic 
in his career and both 
victories occurred in a 
semi-ϐinal.

The ϐirst came in Oc-
tober 2016 in Shanghai. 
Djokovic was also world 
number one at that stage.

Bautista Agut said 
Friday’s victory was the 
better of the two.

“I think today the 
match was better, the lev-
el of the tennis today was 
very high,” he said. “We 

both played very good 
tennis and it was also more 
tight on the score and more 
emotions and today was a 
really good match.”

A ϐired-up Djokovic 
smashed his racquet af-
ter dropping his serve 
in the eighth game of the 
second set.

“I thought I was pret-
ty much in control of the 
match, set and a break, 
serving 4-3,” Djokovic 
said. “He played a good 
game. I missed some easy 
balls and that’s what you 
get as a result of losing 
the focus in the most im-
portant moments and it 
happens, it happens.”

Questions may be 
asked about how tired 
the Serb was, as he 
played two matches each 
day for three days in sin-
gles and doubles, prior to 
Friday’s defeat.

Including the meet-
ing with Bautista Agut, 
Djokovic spent almost 10 
hours on court in three 
days and played 11 sets 
in singles’ matches.

Asked if he had done 
too much through the week, 
he replied: “I wasn’t the 
freshest, you know. “This is 
what I was looking forward 
to, to get from this tourna-
ment, as many matches as 
possible, to get ready for 
the Australian Open, so I’m 
very pleased.

“Obviously, I’m not 
pleased that I lost the 
match today, but I lost to a 
better player in the end.” The 
second semi-final proved a 
much tamer affair. 

India face Thailand in AFC Asian Cup campaign opener
A  D , J  5 (PTI): Un-
derdogs India will look at their 
impressive results in recent 
months for inspiration when 
they open their AFC Asian Cup 
football campaign against Thai-
land here Sunday.

With the continental show-
piece event being expanded to 
24 teams for the ϐirst time from 
the earlier 16, the Indian side 
have a real chance to make it 
to the knock-out rounds, which 
will be a ϐirst after their run-
ners-up ϐinish in 1964.

Both in 1984 and 2011, India 
were knocked out of the tourna-
ment at the group stage.

The two top sides from each 
of the six groups made up of four 
countries as well as four third-
place teams will advance to the 
Round of 16.

India, playing in their fourth 
Asian Cup, are entering the tour-
nament on the back of a goal-
less stalemates against World 
Cup-winning Italian coach Mar-
cello Lippi’s China and Oman in 

the lead-up to the tournament. 
They lost narrowly (1-2) to 
Jordan in their third big match 
ahead of the Asian Cup.

These results were preceded 
by a 13-match unbeaten run in 
international friendly matches 
and the Intercontinental Cup at 
home last summer.

Constantine’s players will 

also be keen to improve upon 
the disastrous performance of 
the country in 2011 edition, 
when it badly lost all its group 
matches.

Sunday’s Group A match 
against Thailand at the Al Na-
hyan Stadium will be crucial 
for India as a positive result 
will boost the Stephen Constan-

tine-coached team’s chances of 
making it to the Round of 16.

If India beat Thailand on 
Sunday, then a draw in the re-
maining two matches -- against 
hosts UAE (January 10) and 
Bahrain (January 14) -- could be 
enough for them to qualify for 
the knock-out round.

Defensive discipline will be 
one of the key factors for In-
dia against a Thailand team 
that scored a lot of goals at 
the ASEAN Football Federation 
Championship.

India are placed 97th in the 
FIFA charts compared to Thai-
land’s 118, but rankings will 
hardly matter in the continental 
showpiece. In fact, India are the 
second highest-ranked team in 
the group after the UAE.

Historically, India and Thai-
land have played against each 
other 24 times with the South 
East Asian nation winning on 12 
occasions. India have won ϐive 
times while the remaining seven 
were drawn.

India inch closer to maiden 
series win before bad 

weather stops play
C  N
S , J  5 (PTI): 
India closed in on their 
maiden Test series tri-
umph in Australia before 
bad light and rain com-
bined to delay the inevi-
table, adding more hours 
to a wait of 71 years.

Bad light stopped 
play in the ϐinal ses-
sion of day three of the 
fourth Test as the hosts, 
responding to India’s 
mammoth ϐirst-innings 
total of 622 for seven de-
clared, were reduced to 
236 for six in 83.3 overs 
on Saturday.

With two full days 
play left in the game and 
Australia still 386 runs 
adrift of India’s score, the 
visitors will fancy their 
chances of winning the 
four-match rubber 3-1.

India ϐirst went Down 
Under back in 1947-48 
under Lala Amarnath’s 
captaincy, and are yet to 
achieve series triumph 
there despite eleven 
attempts. At the Syd-
ney Cricket Ground, the 
players went off with an 
hour’s play pending in the 
day as bad light hampered 
proceedings, before rain 
intervened and brought 
out an early stumps.

This was after 
Kuldeep Yadav (3-71) 
and Ravindra Jadeja (2-
62) shared ϐive wickets 
to put India in a com-
manding position. At 

stumps then, Australia 
were trailing by 386 
runs, with Peter Hand-
scomb (28 not out) and 
Pat Cummins (25 not 
out) at the crease.

Post tea, Yadav struck 
on the sixth ball as Tim 
Paine (5) was complete-
ly foxed by the turn he 
was getting. The spinner 
pitched the ball up and 
the batsman, going for a 
drive, failed to counter it 
and was bowled.

Cummins and Hand-
scomb then put on 38 
runs for the seventh wick-
et. India requested for the 
second new ball after 81 
overs but were denied ow-
ing to bad light.

They kept the bats-
men in the middle for 
only a couple more 
overs before the umpires 
stopped play altogether 
owing to a thunderstorm 
in the vicinity.

Earlier, India struck 
four times in the middle 
session as Australia were 
reduced to 198 for ϐive 
at tea. Post lunch, Aus-
tralia made the worst 
start possible with Mar-
cus Harris (79) getting 
out before he could set-
tle in again. In the third 
over after the restart, he 
played on off Jadeja.

In the 49th over, the 
left-arm spinner made it 
a double blow six overs 
later as Shaun Marsh (8) 
was caught at slip.  
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YOSHITA SINGH
U  N , J  5 
(PTI): The UN refugee 
agency has expressed re-
gret over India’s decision 
to repatriate a group of 
Rohingya to Myanmar, 
saying it has sought clar-
iϐication from India on 
the circumstances under 
which the asylum seek-
ers were sent back, voic-
ing concern over the un-
conducive conditions for 
such returns.

The Ofϐice of the Unit-
ed Nations High Com-
missioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) said Friday 
that it “regrets India’s 
decision to repatriate a 
family of Rohingya asy-
lum seekers to Myanmar, 
the second such return 
in three months,” Deputy 
Spokesman for the Secre-
tary-General, Farhan Haq 
told reporters at the dai-
ly press brieϐing.

The UN refugee agen-
cy said a family of Ro-
hingya asylum-seekers 
from Rakhine State, reg-
istered with UNHCR in 
India, was sent back to 
Myanmar on Thursday 
after being detained in 
Assam, where they had 
been serving a prison 
term since 2013 for ille-

gal entry into India.
The agency said de-

spite repeated requests, 
it did not receive a re-
sponse from the author-
ities in India regarding 
requests for access to 
individuals in detention 
to ascertain their circum-
stances and to assess the 
voluntariness of their de-
cision to return.

Noting that this was 

the second such incident 
since October 2018, 
when India returned 
seven Rohingya men 
to Rakhine State in 
Myanmar, the agency 
said conditions are not 
conducive for return of 
Rohingya to Myanmar.

UNHCR continues to 
request access and seek 
clariϐication on the cir-
cumstances under which 

the return has taken 
place, the agency added.

There are an estimat-
ed 18,000 Rohingya refu-
gees and asylum-seekers 
registered with UNHCR 
in India, living across dif-
ferent locations.

Responding to a ques-
tion on the Rohingya be-
ing returned to Myanmar, 
Haq said the UN wants to 
ensure that whenever 

any family is returned, 
the nature of the return 
was voluntary. “And UN-
HCR was not able to as-
sess the voluntary nature 
of that return, and so 
they are very concerned 
about this,” he said.

When asked if the 
Secretary-General in-
tends to talk directly to 
India over the issue since 
the UN refugee agency 
has “failed”, Haq replied 
“I wouldn’t say that UN-
HCR has failed. What I 
would say is that there’s 
movements on the ground 
about which they are con-
cerned, but they are in 
charge of this particular 
ϐile, and we’ll see how it 
goes with their efforts.”

Assam Additional Di-
rector General of Police 
(Border) Bhaskar Jyoti 
Mahanta has said in Gu-
wahati that the ϐive mem-
bers of the Rohingya fami-
ly were handed over to the 
Myanmarese authorities 
along the International 
Border in Manipur.

They were appre-
hended about ϐive years 
ago without any trav-
el document and were 
booked for violating the 
Foreigners Act, Mahanta 
has said.

ElseWhere

Namchi Smart City Limited
UD HD Building, Kavi Agam Singh Road

Namchi-737126, South Sikkim

NOTICE
This is to inform that the advertisement 
under project “Namchi Smart City Lim-
ited, UD HD Building, Kavi Agam Singh 
Road, Namchi-737126, South Sikkim’ 
under the caption ’01. INVITATION FOR 
BIDS’ published in SummitTIMES Vol. 03 
no. 315 dt. 10.12.2018 no 361 dt. 11. 12. 
2018 has been change as below
The work mentioned in serial No: 14- 
Pedestrain Walkway from Purano 
Namchi to School Rolep has been post-
poned until further notice.

SD/-
Chief Executive of icer,

Namchi Smart City Limited (NSCL)
Namchi, South Sikkim

Dated: 5. 01.2019    

UNHCR seeks clari ication from India over 
repatriation of Rohingya to Myanmar

Floods, blackouts after Thai storm, 
but tourist islands spared

N  S  T  (T -
), J  5 (AFP): Floods and 

blackouts caused by Tropical 
Storm Pabuk left nearly 30,000 
people in evacuation shelters 
across southern Thailand Sat-
urday, as relieved tourists 
stranded on islands further 
north were spared the worst and 
began to plot routes home.

Pabuk, a once in three-decades 
weather system, packed winds of 
up to 75 kilometres (45 miles) an 
hour and brought heavy rains and 
storm surges as it lashed the entire 
south of the kingdom on Friday, 
downing power cables and causing 
widespread ϐlooding.

A ϐisherman died in southern 
Pattani province early Friday as 
high waves smashed into his boat 
and another crew member was re-
ported missing.

But the storm tacked away 
from the key tourist islands of 
Koh Samui, Koh Phangan and Koh 
Tao where large numbers of tour-
ists hunkered down for 24 hours 
in heavy rains, unable to leave as 

airports closed and ferry services 
were cancelled.

“There were no casualties, 
there is some sunshine today and 
I’m conϐident some tourists will be 
able to leave today as ferries and 
ϐlights resume,” Kittipop Roddon, 
Koh Samui district chief said.

But “red ϐlag” warnings ban-
ning swimming off what are nor-
mally sun-baked paradise beach-
es at this time of year were still 
in place. “It’s all over. All 10,000 
tourists are safe... I am relieved,” 
Krikkrai Songthanee, district 
chief of neighbouring Koh Phan-
gan, an island famed for its full-
moon parties, told AFP, adding 
only minor damage had been 
caused by high winds.

But holidaymakers keen to 
leave the islands face long delays 
as transport links are slowly re-
opened on Saturday.

The storm was downgraded 
early Saturday to a depression 
with wind speeds slackening as it 
moved into the Andaman Sea, the 
Meteorological Department said.

Pabuk made landfall on Fri-
day afternoon in Nakhon Si 
Thammarat province, south of 
the tourist hubs on the Gulf of 
Thailand, hammering the coastal 
province with rain.

Authorities warned of ϐlash 
ϐloods as some parts remained in-
undated by a combination of rain-
fall and storm surges.

Around 200,000 people were 
left without power as dozens of 
electricity poles were toppled by 
high winds or falling trees.

Some 30,000 customers re-
mained without power early Sat-
urday, according to an update by 
the Disaster Prevention and Miti-
gation Department.

A similar number of people 
remained in evacuation shelters, 
waiting for ϐloods to recede and 
power to be restored, it added.

Pabuk struck in peak tourist 
season, a blow to the cash-cow 
sector that is integral to Thailand’s 
economy. The kingdom is expected 
to welcome a record 40 million vis-
itors this year.

Trump threatens to declare national 
emergency to get fund for border wall

W , J  5 
(PTI): President Donald 
Trump warned on Fri-
day that he could keep 
the US government part-
ly closed for “months or 
even years” and declare 
a national emergency if 
the Congress refused to 
provide USD 5.6 billion 
funding for a wall along 
the Mexico border.

After his meeting with 
top Democrats failed to 
end the two-week impasse, 
Trump said that he may 
call a national emergency 
to build the wall without 
congressional approval.

I did say that. Abso-
lutely, I said that, Trump 
told reporters in the 
Rose Garden of the White 
House after Democratic 
leaders told media about 
the president’s “threat”, 
during their meeting 
with him, to continue 
with the partial govern-
ment shutdown for years.

The Republican pres-
ident initially gave a 
positive account of the 
90-minute meeting with 
Democrats at the White 
House, describing it as 
“very productive”.

But when asked wheth-
er he had considered using 
emergency presidential 
powers to bypass congres-
sional approval of funding, 
Trump said he had.

“I may do it. We can 
call a national emergency 
and build it very quickly. 
That’s another way of do-
ing it,” he said.

Senate Minority 
Leader Chuck Schumer, 
after his meeting with 
Trump on ending the 
partial government shut-
down said, We told the 
president we need the 
government open. He 
resisted. In fact, he said 
he’d keep the govern-
ment closed for a very 
long period, months or 
even years.”

The discussion then - 
we discussed a bunch of 
issues - that were some-
what contentious, and 
we’ll continue discussing, 
of course, but it’s very 
hard to see how progress 
will be made unless they 
open up the government, 
Schumer said.

House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi, who attended the 
meeting along with oth-
er Congressional leaders 

stressed on the need to 
open the government.

We recognise on the 
Democratic side that we 
really cannot resolve this 
until we open up the gov-
ernment and we made 
that very clear to the 
president. Services are 
being withheld from the 
American people.

“Paychecks are being 
held -- withheld from 
people who serve the 
needs of the American 
people and our border 
security will suffer if we 
do not resolve this issue, 
Pelosi said.

Responding to re-
porters’ questions there-
after, Trump said he 
could continue with the 
government shutdown 
but it is unlikely to hap-
pen. I don’t think it will, 
but I am prepared and 
I think I could speak 
for Republicans in the 
House and Republicans 
in the Senate. They feel 
very strongly about hav-
ing a safe country, hav-
ing a border that makes 
sense. Without borders, 
I’ve said it many times, 
we don’t have a country. 
I hope it doesn’t go on 
even beyond a few more 
days. It really could open 
very quickly, he said.

Trump said he has 
the option of building the 
border wall with his con-
stitutional provisions un-
der national emergency.

We could call a na-
tional emergency be-
cause of the security of 
our country. Absolutely. 
No, we could do it. I ha-
ven’t done it. I may do it. 
I may do it. But we could 
call a national emergency 
and build it very quickly 
and it’s another way of 
doing it. But if we can 
do it through a negotiat-
ed process, we’re giving 
that a shot, Trump told 
reporters in response to 
a question.

The president, how-
ever, denied he threat-
ened the Democrats.

I’d never threatened 
anybody, but I am al-
lowed to do that, yes, he 
said. Trump during the 
meeting with the Con-
gressional leaders, made 
another strong case for a 
border wall.

I explained to them 
the problem though as 

we could have a wonder-
ful port of entry but you 
have 2000 miles of bor-
der between the United 
States and Mexico and if 
you take a look and you 
see like we do through 
certain technology in-
cluding cameras in air-
planes, not just drones, 
you will see vast num-
bers of vehicles driving 
through the desert and 
entering where you don’t 
have a very powerful 
fence or a wall, he said.

Trump said he only 
wants to stop the ϐlow 
of illegal immigrants, 
human trafϐicking and 
smuggling of drugs, by 
having a solid steel struc-
ture or concrete struc-
ture. Now the steel is 
actually more expensive 
than the concrete but I 
think we are probably 
talking about steel be-
cause I really feel the oth-
er side feels better about 
it and I can understand 
what they are saying. It is 
more expensive, he said.

We mentioned the 
price that we want USD 
5.6 billion This is nation-
al security we’re talking 
about. We’re not talking 
about games. We’re 
talking about national se-
curity. This should have 
been done by all of the 
presidents who preceded 
me and they all know it. 
Some of them have told 
me that we should have 
done it, Trump said.

We’re not playing 
games. We have to do it. 
And just remember hu-
man trafϐickers, remem-
ber drugs, the drugs are 
pouring into this country. 
They don’t go through the 
ports of entry. When they 
do, they sometimes get 
caught,” said Trump.

He said even Democrats 
want to check the inϐlow 
of drugs and illegal immi-
grants in the country.

“When we ϐinish, and 
the Democrats do want 
this, they want ports of 
entry strengthened and 
I want to do that too. In 
fact, we have it done. 
It’s about USD 400 mil-
lion and we can have 
the best equipment in 
the world, he said. Vice 
President Mike Pence 
said the nation is in the 
midst of a crisis on the 
southern border.

UN to send new envoy to Somalia after ϐlap led to expulsion

Xi orders 
Chinese 
military to be 
combat-ready; 
says risks and 
challenges 
on rise
KJM VARMA
B , J  5 (PTI): 
Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping ordered the army 
to enhance its combat 
readiness to make sure it 
is always ready for a bat-
tle, saying risks and chal-
lenges are on the rise as 
the world is facing a peri-
od of major changes nev-
er seen in a century, state 
media reported Saturday.

The People’s Liber-
ation Army (PLA), the 
world’s largest with two 
million troops, last year 
doubled the training 
period for new recruits 
from three to six months 
in a bid to improve their 
combat capabilities.

President Xi, who 
also heads the PLA be-
sides the ruling Commu-
nist Party, told a meeting 
of the Central Military 
Commission (CMC), the 
overall high command of 
the Chinese military, that 
“the world is facing a peri-
od of major changes never 
seen in a century, and Chi-
na is still in an important 
period of strategic oppor-
tunity for development”. 
Xi is the Chairman of the 
CMC. He is the only civilian 
in the high-power military 
body comprising top de-
fence ofϐicials.

Preparedness is vi-
tal in the era of drastic 
changes, unpredictable 
risks, Xi said Friday, ofϐi-
cial media reported.

He ordered the 
armed forces to continue 
strengthening their com-
bat preparedness and to 
make sure they are always 
ready for battle, state-run 
China Daily reported.

The entire armed 
forces should have a 
correct understanding 
of China’s security and 
development trends, en-
hance their awareness 
of danger, crisis and war, 
and make solid efforts on 
combat preparations in 
order to accomplish the 
tasks assigned by the CPC 
and the people, Xi said.  

U  N , J  5 
(AP): The United Nations 
plans to replace an envoy 
who was expelled from 
Somalia after questioning 
the arrest of a political 
candidate with an extrem-
ist history, the world body 
said Friday.

The announcement 
came after three days of 
diplomatic back-and-forth 
over Somalia’s expulsion 
of Nicholas Haysom, a 
longtime UN ofϐicial who 
has also served as envoy 
to Afghanistan, Sudan and 
South Sudan. UN spokes-
man Farhan Haq said Sec-

retary-General Antonio Gu-
terres has full conϐidence in 
Haysom, deeply regrets So-
malia’s decision and spoke 
twice about it with Somali 
President Mohamed Abdul-
lahi Mohamed.

The world body also 
argues that its personnel 
can’t be kicked out under 
the diplomatic doctrine 
that Somalia invoked.

Nevertheless, the 
secretary-general plans 
to appoint a new repre-
sentative for Somalia, 
Haq said. “It’s crucial 
that the UN mission on 
the ground is able to go 

about its work,” he ex-
plained. That work in-
cludes electoral support 
and other functions.

Somalia’s UN mis-
sion didn’t immediately 
respond to an inquiry 
about the developments.

The UN Security 
Council discussed them 
in a closed-door session 
Friday but didn’t make 
any public statement. The 
Horn of Africa nation an-
nounced Tuesday it was 
ordering Haysom to leave, 
saying he overreached 
and meddled in the coun-
try’s internal matters. In 

a letter to Somali ofϐicials, 
Haysom had raised con-
cerns about the legal basis for 
the arrest of Mukhtar Robow, 
a former deputy leader of the 
deadly al-Shabab Islamic ex-
tremist group who defected 
and then ran for a regional 
presidency. Robow was a 
leading candidate, and the 
election was days away, 
when he was arrested last 
month.

Somali ofϐicials said 
he hadn’t completed a de-
fection process and had 
failed to renounce extrem-
ist ideology, among other 
allegations against him.  
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ARIES : Your rise to the top can wait no 
longer! On Saturday, the solar (new moon) 
eclipse in Capricorn powers up your tenth 
house of career ambition and success, 
dangling an irresistible carrot in front of you. 
Talk about a power surge! But before you 
go charging into action Aries-style—i.e., 
spontaneously and without a solid game 
plan—spend some time thinking about 
your goals and visualizing yourself exactly 
where you want to be!
TAURUS: You’re in your social element 
today, as messenger Mercury teams up 
with your co-ruler innovative Uranus in 
your friendship houses. Even if you’re 
up to your eyebrows in back-to-the-grind 
undertakings, there’s no reason you can’t 
connect with people while you’re hus-
tling and bustling. Catch up with a friend 
during your commute; listen to an inspir-
ing podcast while paying bills. Or cut your 
task time in half by asking a colleague to 
help you with a project!
GEMINI:Thinking of a mellow NYE, 
Gemini? Think again! Before the stroke 
of midnight, fi rebrand Mars rushes 

into Aries and your eleventh house of 
groups, which means more will defi nite-
ly be merrier. Early in the day, set some 
lofty intentions, perhaps writing them 
down in a dedicated journal or making 
a vision board that will inspire you on a 
daily basis.
CANCER: Upgrade to the VIP tickets, 
Cancer. Shortly before the ball drops on 
2019, uncompromising Mars rushes into 
Aries and your prestigious tenth house 
until February 14. You’ve got grand 
plans for the year ahead, and it all starts 
NOW. Tonight, you practically owe your-
self an upscale celebration. 
LEO :You may still be digesting Christ-
mas cookies, but you can start burning 
off  those holiday indulgences now. To-
day, as the life-giving Sun links up with 
disciplined Saturn in your sixth house of 
wellbeing, you may fi nd sticking to an 
exercise routine or a healthy-eating plan 
easier than ever. Exploit this planetary 
lift by diving in headfi rst. Join a gym—or 
become a regular at yours—and fi nd a 
class that will keep you pumped up. In 

the food department, experiment with 
cutting back on just one “evil,” like sugar 
or processed food.
VIRGO: Simmer down! You want to tune 
out the outer world and listen for messag-
es from your muse today, as the creative 
Sun winks at structured Saturn in Capri-
corn and your fi fth house of self-expres-
sion. If you’ve been taking your talents 
for granted, it’s time to get a little more 
about serious about them. Withhold judg-
ment for now and just start devoting a few 
hours a week (and more on weekends) to 
pursuing your craft—whatever it may be. 
Romance could reach a passionate peak, 
but you need to know if the object of your 
aff ections is playing for keeps. Ask!
LIBRA :You’ll be in your gracious, glam-
orous element this NYE as passionate 
Mars launches a six-week tour through 
Aries and your seventh house of relation-
ships (aka “the Libra house”).  
SCORPIO:This might not be the NYE 
that sees you dancing on the bar till dawn, 
but considering the year of wild growth 
that’s behind you, a gentler pace is fi ne 

by you—isn’t it, Scorpio? Thanks to your 
co-ruler Mars settling into Aries and your 
sixth house of self-care this evening, 2018 
slinks out more like a kitten than a lion. 
You’ll be just as happy (happier, probably) 
bidding adieu to the year in a meditation 
circle, candlelight yoga class or perhaps 
on some sandy beach
SAGITTARIUS: Party costume: 
Check. Crazy shoes and accessories: 
Check! Wild hair and makeup: Up to you, 
Archer, but why not? This NYE gets a 
turbo-charge from passionate Mars. Just 
before midnight, the red planet bursts into 
Aries and your festive, fl amboyant fi fth 
house until February 14. Since the fi fth 
house also rules fame, this NYE (and the 
fi rst six weeks of 2019) could turn into one 
giant photo op for you and your crew.
CAPRICORN: How’s this for a perfect 
NYE gameplan: Get yourself suitably 
dressed up; have everyone stop by just 
as the bubbly reaches the perfect tempera-
ture; cue up your killer playlist; and let the 
rest unfold spontaneously. With passionate 
Mars nestling into your domestic quarters 

shortly before the ball drops, you may rel-
ish the thought of staying home and turning 
your living room into “the club.”
AQUARIUS: Wait a second there, Wa-
ter Bearer. If you’re about to hit Go on a 
team project without running your decisions 
up the fl agpole, you need to do a rethink 
on that. Last we checked, democracy still 
rules. And with savvy Mercury in your col-
laborative zone connected with healer-feel-
er Chiron in Pisces, you have no business 
trying to be the whole voting committee!
PISCES :How happy are you with your 
so-called soul squad? Saturday’s solar 
(new moon) eclipse in Capricorn activates 
your eleventh house of friendship and commu-
nity. Even if you fancy yourself a “gregarious in-
trovert,” there’s no denying that the people you 
surround yourself with have a strong infl uence 
on your life—and your day-to-day moods. But if 
any of those so-called friends don’t have 
your back, it’s time to thin the herd. You 
don’t have to have a dramatic confronta-
tion; just begin searching for a more high-
vibe tribe, and in places you may not have 
frequented before. 

CLASSY IN RED:  Mary Poppins Returns star,
Emily Blunt, looks stunning in a bright red off-the-shoulder 
dress at the 30th Annual Palm Springs International Film
Festival Film Awards Gala.

Natalie Portman says being sexualised 
as child star was not her doing

Danny DeVito joins ‘Jumanji’ sequel

‘Destroyer’ director Karyn Kusama 
praises Nicole Kidman for honesty

Justin Timberlake returns to tour after vocal cord injury

Vikings’ to 
end after 
season 6

Natalie Portman has said she knows what it feels like for a 
person to be sexualised, something that she has tried to 

show in her ϐilm “Vox Lux”.
The actor says her perfor-

mance in the new ϐilm, where she 
plays a troubled pop star who sur-
vived a terrible event during her 
childhood, comes from the same 
personal experiences.

“You see in this ϐilm how a 
young girl is packaged into this 
brand, and it’s kind of separate 
from her. I experienced a differ-
ent degree of it, in a different 
way, and obviously I have very 
different support system than 
the character in the movie, but 
you see what the culture wants 
from you, or demands from you 
and wants to put out there,” Port-
man told People magazine.

The actor was just 13 when 
she made her feature ϐilm debut 
opposite Jean Reno in Luc Besson’s “Leon: The Professional”.

Portman, however, said she has come to terms with the is-
sue after all these years.

“I know I was sexualised in the ways that I was photo-
graphed or portrayed, and that was not my doing. That be-
comes a part of your public identity,” she added.

Last year, the actor had opened up about receiving a par-
ticularly inappropriate piece of fan mail as a young teenager 
during the Women’s March. “I understood very quickly, even 

as a 13-year-old, that if I were to express myself sexually I 
would feel unsafe and that men would feel entitled to discuss 
and objectify my body to my great discomfort,” Portman had said.

“I felt the need to cover my body and to inhibit my expression 
and my work in order to send my own message to the world that 
I’m someone worth of safety and respect,” she added.

L  A , J  5 (PTI): 
Nicole Kidman’s honesty to-
wards her craft made things 
easy for Karyn Kusama while 
directing “Destroyer”, says 
the ϐilmmaker.

The crime drama features 
the 51-year-old actor as an 
undercover LAPD ofϐicer 
who must take out members 
of a gang, years after her case 
was blown.

In an interview with In-
dieWire Filmmaker Toolkit, 
Kusama said her collabora-
tion with the Oscar winner 
was the “most intense”, an 
experience that she last wit-
nessed while working with 
Michelle Rodriquez on sports 

drama “Girlϐight”.
“I think the irony of com-

paring those two things is 
that part of Nicole’s gift is she 
never shows up like, ‘Oh I’ve 
got my bag of tricks, I’m just 
going to go into my bag of 
tricks, I’ve got this all ϐigured 
out.’ She’s very open about 
not always ϐinding her way 
through,” she said.

“She’s very open (and 
would) say, ‘I think we need 
to explore here,’ or, ‘I’m not 
quite sure what to do.’ That 
honesty actually makes my 
job so much easier because 
we can stop and say ‘Let’s 
talk, let’s ϐigure out what are 
we saying about this char-

acter, who is she in this mo-
ment’ and we can have much 
more open-ended conversa-
tions... about what are we do-
ing here,” she added.

Kusama said the actor has 
always been clear as to what 
she can do and what she cannot. 
“That’s how she framed it to me 
initially, that’s why in many re-
spects she convinced me of how 
right she was, she was search-
ing,” the director said.

“Destroyer” also features 
Toby Kebbell, Tatiana Masla-
ny, Scoot McNairy, Bradley 
Whitford, and Sebastian Stan. 
The ϐilm had its world pre-
miere at the Telluride Film 
Festival in August last year.

L  A , J  5 (PTI): Pop star Justin 
Timberlake is ready to restart his ‘Man Of The 
Woods’ tour two months after postponing nu-
merous dates due to bruised vocal cords.

The singer shared the news on Instagram 
on Thursday night, one day before the tour 
resumed in Washington D.C. at the Capital 
One Arena.

“First of all, Happy New Year. Hope every-
body had a good holiday. Second of all, D C 
we here. We’re back. Can’t wait. Excited, ya’ll 
ready?” Timberlake said in a new clip he post-
ed to Instagram.

He captioned the video, “And... we’re back. 
See you tomorrow DC!”

Timberlake, 37, has been facing vocal 

issues throughout the global tour, which is 
slated to run through April. In October, he 
announced on Instagram just hours before 
a show in New York City at Madison Square 
Garden that his doctors had ordered him to 
rest. He then postponed planned shows in 
Buffalo, New York, and Tacoma, Washington. 
His November Los Angeles concert was to be 
his ϐirst since the injury, but that too was ulti-
mately postponed.

And in early December, Timberlake was 
forced to postpone another month due to a 
slower recovery time than initially expected.

The singer previously had an operation to 
remove his throat nodules benign growths on 
the vocal cords in 2005.

L  A , J  5 (PTI): 
History’s scripted series “Vi-
kings” will be ending after 
the upcoming 20-episode 
sixth season.

The last season will air 
in two parts, with the ϐirst 
half slated to premiere lat-
er this year and the ϐinal ten 
episodes to air sometime in 
2020, reported Deadline.

The Emmy nominated 
historical drama, which de-
buted in 2013, features Gus-
taf Skarsgard, Travis Fimmel, 
Alexander Ludwig and Kath-
eryn Winnick.

Set in medieval Scandi-
navia, the series follows the 
story of the legendary Vi-
king Ragnar Lothbrok, who 
is portrayed in the show as 
a farmer who rises to pow-
er after successfully raiding 
England. It’s not long before 
Lothbrok becomes intent 
on exploring distant lands 
across the ocean.

According to the publi-
cation, “Vikings” creator Mi-
chael Hirst and studio MGM 
Television, are planning to 
extend the “Vikings” fran-
chise with a new series.

L  A , J  5 (PTI): Actor Danny De-
Vito has joined the cast of Dwayne Johnson’s 
“Jumanji: Welcome to the Jungle” sequel.

Kevin Hart, Jack 
Black and Karen Gillan 
are also returning for the 
sequel, reported Variety. 
Jake Kasdan is coming 
back as the director.

“The magic of Ju-
manji’ is who becomes 
who. And the idea of 
Danny DeVito joining 
our cast was too irresist-
ible and something we 
knew we wanted to de-
liver to our audience this 
upcoming Christmas. 
Dwanta Claus loves ev-
eryone,” Johnson said.

“Jumanji: Welcome 
to the Jungle” followed 
a group of four teens 
transported into the world of Jumanji, where 
they turn into their adult avatars. The setting 

is now a video game instead of a board game, 
on which the book and original 1995 ϐilm, 
featuring Robin Williams, were based. Scott 

Rosenberg, Kasdan and Jeff Pinkner have 
penned the script of the sequel.


