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GMC seeks people’s support 
to address urban woes

SaGar Chhetri
Gangtok, 03 Jul: 

Gangtok Municipal 
Corporation Com-

missioner, Hem Kumar 
Chettri, has appealed for 
people’s support and co-
operation in solid waste 
management in the GMC 
area. He stressed that 
it was the collective re-
sponsibility of all stake-
holders to maintain a 
clean Gangtok.

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 
Mr Chettri stated that 
GMC has been doing a 
tremendous job of main-
taining cleanliness in Gang-
tok and has already bagged 
several awards in recogni-
tion of its hard work. 

He further stressed 
that it was now a bigger 
responsibility for GMC to 
sustain this work. 

In this regard, he 
urged Gangtokians to co-
operate with GMC with 

share ideas, suggestions 
and support on how to 
keep their respective ar-
eas clean.

Mr Chettri stated 
that solid waste man-
agement was a burning 
issue for Gangtok now 
and while stating that 
the situation has im-
proved, it still needs the 
cooperation and sup-
port of all stakeholders 
to be more effective. 

He mentioned that 
GMC has been following 
directives of the National 
Green Tribunal on solid 
waste management and 
also strictly complying 
with directives included 
in the State policy for sol-
id waste management. 

“GMC is very serious 
about solid waste man-
agement and we need 
equal participation of the 
public to resolve this is-
sue,” he said.

The GMC Commis-

sioner mentioned that 
rampant dumping of gar-
bage on the roads was 
another serious issued 
before the GMC. 

GMC has 25 trucks 
collecting garbage every 
day along designated 
routes. He added that 
despite its concerted ef-
forts, Gangtok continues 
to witness irresponsible 
dumping of waste along 
the highway. 

“This is not just 
been spoiling the 
beauty of Gangtok, but 
it is also against the 
dignity of GMC work-
ers who have been 
working hard to keep 
Gangtok clean,” he said.

The Commissioner 
appealed that people 
segregate degradable 
and non-degradable 
waste at source and han-
dover to the GMC collec-
tion vehicles. 

“We are appealing to 

the people to support the 
GMC and if the situation 
does not improve in the 
near future, we will be 
compelled to take strict 
against,” he said. 

He informed that the 
GMC will identify the 
worst affected areas and 
install surveillance cam-
eras to identify those be-
hind such dumping and 
take strict action. 

He said that house 
owners will be held 
equally responsible if 
their tenants are found 
to be dumping garbage.

“If anyone has space 
and wants to make com-
post from their degrad-
able wastes then they 
can come to us and we 
will to provide them all 
support in this initiative,” 
Mr Chettri added. 

While stressing the 
zero waste concept as the 
only solution to contain 
garbage, he mentioned 

that GMC was soon con-
vene a meeting with the 
scarp dealers to collect 
recycle and reuseable 
materials to support the 
zero waste mission.

The Commissioner 
informed that GMC has 
been working to make all 
its facilities and services 
available online. He men-
tioned that trade license 
renewal was going on on-
line and garbage fee has 
also been linked with the 
process.

He added that in the 
next phase all other ser-
vices of GMC will be com-
puterised.

He informed that 
dead parking of vehicles 
at different parking areas 
was also a challenge for 
Gangtok. 

In this regard, he 
urged the people to 
support GMC in solv-
ing the parking prob-
lem of Gangtok. 

Two Sikkim schools in Top 100 
of Atal Tinkering Marathon 

SuMMit report
Gangtok, 03 Jul:

Government Senior 
Secondary School, 

Namchi, South Sikkim 
and Government Senior 
Secondary School, Yan-
gang, South Sikkim, have 
made it to the top 100 of 
the Atal Tinkering Mar-
athon for 2018, an IPR 
press release informs. 

The nationwide Mar-
athon was organized un-
der the aegis of Atal In-
novation Mission (AIM). 
The Marathon’s focus is 
on identifying a problem 
and developing innova-
tive solutions that align 
with the National Agenda 

of creating a New India 
by 2022.

Out of 1405 entries 
in 10 categories, the Top 
100 entries were select-
ed by NITI AAYOG. 

While Govt Sr Sec 
School Namchi partici-
pated in the Agritech cat-
egory, Govt Sr Sec School 
Yangang participated in 
the Waste Management 
category.

The Atal Innovation 
Mission (AIM) was set 
up to create scientific 
temper and cultivate the 
spirit of curiosity and in-
novation among young 
minds. Through the mis-
sion, eligible Schools de-

velop Atal Tinkering Lab-
oratory (ATL). 

ATL is a work space 
where young minds can 
give shape to their ideas 
through hands on do-it-
yourself mode and learn/
develop innovation skills 
and Young children will 
get a chance to work with 
tools and equipment to 
understand what, how 
and why aspects of STEM 
(Science, Technology, En-
gineering and Math). 

Till date, 27 ATLs 
have been established 
in various Government 
Schools in the State 
under Atal Innovation 
Mission.

Former international Bangladeshi model wants to promote Sikkimese talent 

PMKSY Jt Advisor calls on CM

Rotavirus vaccine launched at STNM

Shravan Chettri
Gangtok, 03 Jul: 

Former Bangladeshi interna-
tional model and designer, 

Bibi Russell, arrived in Gangtok 
on Wednesday and was imme-
diately smitten by the land and 
the Sikkimese people.

Ms Russell is the first 
South Asian model to orga-
nize fashion shows in Paris 
and walk the ramp in 1996.

She was accompanied by 
Temi Tea MD, Mrinalini Sri-
vastava, Arijit Dutta, Pranay 
Baidhya [Designer] and Bishal 
Mukhia [Coordinator South, 
North Eastern Rural Liveli-
hood Project].

“We are here to help the 
fashion industry of the state 

to connect with the nation-
al and international fashion 
market,” said Ms Russell while 
addressing a press conference 
on Wednesday.

She along with those pres-
ent expressed their desire to 

collaborate with Sikkimese 
talent and resources for sus-
tainable growth and promot-
ing local entrepreneurship.

Coordinator, NERLP, 
Vishal Mukhia stated that 
many communities in rural 

parts of Sikkim can be given 
a platform if personalities like 
Bibi Russell promote our local 
artisans and weavers.

“There are not many col-
leges in the state to provide 
proper fashion designing 

courses, so we as a team 
would love to work with the 
coming generation of design-
er and models,” said Ms Rus-
sell. She added that collabo-
rative efforts will help foster 
both art and fashion industry 

in the State.
Managing Director Temi 

Tea, Mrinalini Srivastava said 
that fashion, hospitality and re-
tail sector in the state can grow 
with collaborative effort.

Arijit Dutta of Priya En-
tertainment Private Lim-
ited said that the old Bara 
Bungalow at Temi Tea Es-
tate has been restored after 
the damages it sustained in 
the 2011 earthquake.

The bungalows have been 
converted into a heritage style 
resort with more bungalows to 
be added in due course of time.

“This would employ 60 
people directly with over 280 
people benefiting indirectly,” 
he stated.

Gangtok, 03 Jul (IPR): 
Mission Director NHM, 
Dr PM Pradhan and 
Medical Superintendent, 
Dr KB Gurung of New 
STNM Hospital launched 
Rotavirus vaccine in the 
routine immunization 
programme of the State 
Government by adminis-
tering Rotavirus vaccine 
drops to infants below 1 
year of age at New STNM 
Multi-speciality Hospital, 
Sochakgang. 

The launch was pre-
ceded by an address 

by State Immunization 
Officer of Sikkim, Dr P 
Denzongpa, to all the 
beneficiaries and care 
givers present at the ven-
ue on the seriousness of 
severe diarrhea caused 
by Rotavirus amongst 
under-five children 
and its only preventive 
measure through timely 
immunization of infants 
with Rotavirus vaccine.

Five drops of Rota-
virus vaccine has to be 
administered to infants 
at 6, 10 and 14 weeks of 

age along with Oral po-
lio vaccine (OPV), Frac-
tional Inactivated Polio 
Vaccine (fIPV) and Pen-
tavalent vaccine to pre-
vent hospitalization and 
deaths due to diarrhoea 
caused by Rotavirus. 

The Rotavirus vac-
cine will be available free 
of cost at all government 
health care centres like 
district hospitals, prima-
ry health centres, health 
sub-centres and all other 
routine  immunization 
session sites. The vaccine 

is being launched in all 
the district hospitals si-
multaneously. The cere-
mony was concluded by 
vote of thanks by Mission 
Director NHM.

Other dignitaries 
present were HOD of 
Paediatrics, other paedia-
tricians, senior health of-
ficials, Additional Medical 
Superintendents, officials 
of Urban Primary Health 
Centre, Gangtok and IEC 
officials along with repre-
sentatives from WHO, JSI 
and UNICEF.

SuMMit report
Gangtok, 03 Jul: 

Joint Advisor, Pradhan 
Mantri Krishi Sin-

chai Yojana, under NITI 
Ayog, Manas Choudhary, 
called on Chief Minis-
ter Prem Singh Tamang  
[Golay] at Samman Bha-
wan today, a press com-
muniqué received from 
the CMO informs. 

Agriculture Minister 
Lok Nath Sharma, Heads 
of the Line Departments 
and officers from the 
nodal department were 
also in attendance.

Various points were 
discussed to improve 
farm production within 
a stipulated time, the re-
lease informs, while add-
ing that the Chief Minis-

ter stressed that Sikkim 
farmers need support 
from all directions and 
urged the departments 
to pay utmost heed to the 
matter.

PMKSY is a flagship 
programme of the Cen-
tral Government which 
aims at economic aug-
mentation of farmers by 
doubling their incomes. 

Rahul 
formally 
quits as 
Congress prez
New Delhi, Jul 3 (PTI): 
Asserting that he is no 
longer the Congress pres-
ident, Rahul Gandhi on 
Wednesday said in a letter 
that it had been an honour 
to serve the party whose 
values and ideals have 
served as the “lifeblood of 
this beautiful nation”

As president of the 
Congress, he said he is 
responsible for the loss 
of the 2019 Lok Sabha 
election. “Accountability 
is critical for the future 
growth of our party. It is 
for this reason that I have 
resigned as Congress pres-
ident,” he said in an open 
letter shared on Twitter

Gandhi, who sug-
gested that the Congress 
Working Committee be 
entrusted with the task 
of finding a new party 
president and it would 
not be correct for him to 
select his successor, also 
said he owes the country 
and his organisation a 
debt of tremendous grat-
itude and love

He said he has at 
times felt “alone” in his 
fight against Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and 
the RSS but is proud of it

“Rebuilding the party 
requires hard decisions 
and numerous people 
will have to be made 
accountable for the fail-
ure of 2019. It would be 
unjust to hold others ac-
countable but ignore my 
own responsibility as 
President of the party,” 
he said One must shed 
power to defeat oppo-
nents, Gandhi, who has 
been firm on his decision 
to quit as party presi-
dent, said.

“We will not defeat 
our opponents without 
sacrificing our desire for 
power,” he said 



2 SummitTIMES | 04 July 2019 SikkimSCAN

to book  advertisements in 
summittimes, call

03592-208698, 9734152541
9647102692

advertise@summittimes.com

visit us at
www.summittimes.com

~ SummitTIMES ~
Classifieds

URGeNTly ReqUIReD: 
Urgent Recruitment for a waiter 

with atleast 3 years experience and 
one kitchen helper. Contact: Hotel 

Paramount, Dentam, West Sik-
kim- 9735909625 / 8348285444

WANTeD 
HOUSEKEEPER/BABYSITTER . 

Contact:  9933443442/9800500696.
General inForMation

This is for general information of all concerned 
that Hotel Parasol Residency, Panihouse, Deorali 
East Sikkim shall remain closed for a period of 
six months for carrying out necessary repairs. 
All concerned tour operators and clients are 
requested to refrain from booking or deal with 
any sort with regard to Hotel Parasol Residency, 
Panihouse, Deorali, East Sikkim.

Mr. Subash Lama
Proprietor

Hotel Parasol Residency,
 Panihouse, Deorali, East Sikkim

BUIlDING foR SAle
A 5 storied building with 3 floor completed hav-
ing a land area of 30x70  at DABUWA, Melli road 
(2km from Namchi) is for sale. Rate reasonable. 
Interested party please contact: 6296370905, 
9733284142, 8597088755.

PloT foR SAle: 
Vacant plot measuring 0.38 Acres for 
sale at Amdo Golai, Deorali. Contact: 

09717191985/097474651223

Steering committee for measles vaccination meets
Gangtok, 03 Jul (IPR): 
As per directives received 
from the Government of 
India, a meeting of the 
State Steering Committee 
for the rollout of Measles 
Rubelia Vaccination cam-
paign met today chaired 
by Chief Secretary AK 
Shrivastava.

ADHS-RCH/State EPI 
Officer, Dr P Denzongpa, 
gave a presentation on 
the campaign in the state. 

She explained that 
the meeting was con-
vened to ensure account-
ability framework and 
active engagement of 
line departments for op-
timum monitoring and 
supervision during the 
vaccination drive which 
is scheduled to begin on 
29 July. All school chil-
dren in the 9 months to 
15 years age group will 

be administered MR vac-
cines in the state.

Dr Denzongpa in-
formed that the MR 
campaign will run for 30 
working days and that 
the target will be educa-
tional institutions, out-
reach sites (regular RI 
sites and additional sites 

in village/urban/wards, 
mobile teams, facility 
based session sites). 

The Chief Secretary 
went over the inter-sec-
toral coordination in de-
tail and assured his im-
mense support towards 
this campaign and di-
rected all the concerned 

Departments to mobi-
lize resources and coor-
dinate planning and im-
plementation activities 
with other core depart-
ments such as HRDD, 
RMDD, Labour Depart-
ment, Sports Depart-
ment, IPR, Social Welfare 
Department (ICDS). 

He hoped that the 
spirit of continuity would 
be maintained by all and 
said that a mid-term re-
view to check on its prog-
ress and status should be 
conducted.

Additional Chief 
Secretary GP Upadha-
ya also gave inputs and 

assured full cooperation 
from HRDD towards the 
campaign. 

He said awareness 
was key at the moment 
and thus awareness 
through news, social 
media, FM should be un-
dertaken so that people 
are aware of the Measles 
Rubelia Vaccination cam-
paign in the state.

Commissioner/ Sec-
retary, Health, Vishal 
Chauhan, thanked all 
the departments for 
their continued sup-
port including assis-
tance received from 
Rotary Club, WHO and 
UNICEF and expressed 
hope that the campaign 
was successful. 

Earlier, an update on 
the 2nd Round of HPV 
campaign was also given 
by Dr Denzongpa.

Agri, Horti and Animal Husbandry interventions 
for West Sikkim Gpus discussed

Gyalshing, 03 Jul [IPR]: 
An Interaction with 
farmers of Maneybong 
Dentam, Hee-Phecherek 
and Chingthang GPUs of 
West Sikkim was orga-
nized by the Agriculture, 
Horticulture and Animal 
Husbandry Departments 
at the Community Hall, 
13th Mile Bermiok, West 
Sikkim, today.  

Along with the pre-
sentations of related top-
ics, tokens for Poly-pipes, 
Poly-Tanks, Power Til-
lers, Flexible Pipes, Pow-
er Sprayers, milching 
cows and piglets were 
also handed over to the 
beneficiaries.

Deputy Speaker, San-

gay Lepcha, who is also 
the area MLA, was pres-
ent as the chief guest 
accompanied by Agricul-
ture Minister LN Sharma 
as guest of honor and 
senior officers from the 
concerned departments.

Mr Lepcha called on 
the youth to take up ag-
riculture and allied pro-
fessions, highlighting that 
sector held great promise. 

The Agriculture Min-
ister, in turn, shared that 
the Government was 
keen to promote “Green 
Economy” in which farm-
ers would be highly ben-
efitted and rural econo-
my boosted. 

He also informed that 

the new Government 
had decided to provide 
a glass of milk to every 
student from Nursery to 
Class Five in government 
Schools. 

Chingthang GPU, he 
said, will be developed a 
‘model cluster village’ in 
West Sikkim and sought 
the cooperation of farm-
ers in this regard.  

He also informed that 
the State Government 
has decided that officers 
make visits to rural ar-
eas on a regular basis to 
understand the require-
ments of the rural folk 
and recommend admin-
istrative interventions 
accordingly.

First newa Food Workshop 
organised at rongli

SuMMit report
Gangtok, 03 Jul:

Newa Food Workshop 
organized by Newa 

Pasa, Rongli, a Newa or-
ganization concluded on 
01 July at Mangaldeep Re-
sort, Melatar, Rongli. The 
workshop was held from 
28 Jun to 01 Jul, 2019 
that had 26 Newa partic-
ipants both male and fe-
male from Rongli and its 
surrounding areas of Ar-
itar, Rhenock, Chujachen, 
Sungdung, Changeylakha 
and Makaibari, a press 
release informs.

Sanjay Pradhan and 
Anurag Pradhan were the 
Newa Chef and Assistant 
Chef. During the work-
shop, Newa food items 
like Yomari, Lakhamari, 
Bhatmas ko Achar, Mixed 
Amilo Achar, Choila, 

Kwati, samaybhaji, vari-
eties of Raanga item and 
others were taught and 
practiced.  

Participants showed 
keen interest in learning 
and cooking Newari food 
at home, informed the co-
ordinator of Newa Pasa. 

Newa Pasa had or-
ganised Newa Sanskriti 
– Ek Jhalak on the eve of 
Kwati Punhi Celebration 
at Community Hall Rong-
li last year and it was 
their second initiative for 
the newar community. 

Newa Pasa Rongli 
thanked Sanjay Pradhan, 
Anurag Pradhan, partici-
pants from surrounding 
guthis, Mangaldeep Re-
sort and Guruju Alankar 
Pradhan for supporting 
the workshop and mak-
ing it a grand success.

Darj Town and Sikkim Boys 
complete semifinal quartet 

for Veteran’s Football 
Invitational Tournament

SuMMit report
Gangtok, 03 Jul: 

The first semi-final 
match of the Veter-

an’s Football Invitational 
Tournament 2019 will be 
played between Darjeel-
ing Town Veterans and 
Pradhan Nagar Football 
Club, Siliguri, here at Pal-
jor Stadium on Thursday. 
The same day, the second 
semifinal will be played 
between Sikkim Boys 

Veterans and Dooars Rhi-
no Veterans.

In a quarter-final 
match played today, 
Darjeeling Town Veter-
ans edged past Namchi 
Veterans 3-2 to secure 
a place in the semi-fi-
nal round. 

Likewise, Sikkim 
Boys Veterans outplayed 
Gyalshing Veterans 5-2 
in the other quarter-final 
match today.

Lock out in Dooars’ 
largest tea estate

Jalpaiguri, Jul 3 (PTI): 
Lock out was declared 
at Chuapara tea estate, 
the largest in West Ben-
gal’s Dooars region, 
by its management on 
Wednesday following 
demands for increasing 
the estate’s school bus 
services.

The tea garden work-
ers found the lock out no-
tice pasted at the estate’s 
gates when they reached 
there for work in the 
morning. The manage-
ment said in the notice 
that a stir in which 150 
students blocked roads 
to the estate Tuesday 
and protested in its 
premises had vitiated 
the work environment 
and forced the manage-
ment to stop work.

The manager of the 
tea garden, which em-
ploys around 1800 tea 
workers, could not be 
contacted for his re-
sponses.

“There are over 300 
students from the garden 

but there is no school in 
the vicinity. Most of the 
students have to walk 
15 km to the nearest 
school at Kalchini. There 
is only one daily school 
bus service from the tea 
garden and the students 
had agitated demanding 
that the daily service be 
increased to two,” Jiaul 
Alam, the convenor of the 
Joint Forum, a conglom-
erate of 23 trade unions 
associated with tea gar-
den workers, said.

District Magistrate 
Surendra Kumar Mee-
na when contacted said 
that the garden manage-
ment has agreed to sit for 
talks with the agitators 
and the Joint Forum on 
Thursday to resolve the 
issue at the earliest.

The tea garden work-
ers have expressed dis-
may over the closure. 
“We never stopped work 
for a single day. Still, 
the management locked 
down the garden over 
the issue,” they said.

Nine dead, 16 missing in 
Maharashtra dam breach

Mumbai, Jul 3 (PTI): At 
least nine people were 
killed and 16 went miss-
ing after a dam in Maha-
rashtra’s coastal Konkan 
region breached follow-
ing incessant rains lead-
ing to flood-like situation 
in downstream villages, 
officials said on Wednes-
day.

The Tiware dam in 
Chiplun taluka of Ratn-
agiri district has a stor-
age capacity of 20 lakh 
cubic metre. It developed 
a breach late Tuesday 
night after heavy rains, a 
district official said.

The dam breach 
caused a flood-like sit-
uation in seven down-
stream villages, with 
12 houses being swept 
away.

Nine bodies, includ-
ing that of three women, 
have been found so far, 
while 16 people are still 
missing, a police officer 
said.

When contacted, 
Additional Superinten-
dent of Police, Ratnagi-
ri, Vishal Gaikwad said 
a search operation has 
been launched by the Na-
tional Disaster Response 
Force (NDRF) and state 
police personnel.

“Police have moved 
the villagers to safety. 
The situation is under 
control now,” he said.

Another police officer 

said rescue operations 
were hampered initially 
due to darkness and sud-
den influx of water.

Local public repre-
sentatives alleged that 
the government neglect-
ed their pleas for main-
tenance of the dam. They 
claimed to have written 
to the administration 
about cracks in the walls 
of the dam, but no action 
was taken.

Earlier in the day, 
Maharashtra Water Re-
sources Minister Girish 
Mahajan said villagers in 
the vicinity of the Tiware 
dam had complained of 
cracks in the dam.

Chief Minister Deven-
dra Fadnavis has ordered 
an inquiry into the inci-
dent.

“Reasons for the 
breach will be probed 
and action would be 
taken against the guilty 
expeditiously,” an official 
statement quoted the 
chief minister as saying.

Fadnavis contacted 
the district administra-
tion and took stock of the 
relief and rescue opera-
tions, it stated.

Meanwhile, some lo-
cals claimed that officials 
of Irrigation department 
had visited the dam, 
which was filled to its 
capacity, recently over 
complaints that its walls 
had developed cracks.

Chennai 
basketball 
player to 
play for 
Canadian 
university
Chennai, July 3 (PTI): 
Chennai’s basketball 
player Sristhi Suren has 
been picked by Universi-
ty of Winnipeg Western 
in Canada on its women’s 
roster for the 2019-2020 
season.

The head coach of 
the Wesmen women’s 
basketball team Tanya 
McKay announced the 
commitment of 19-year 
old Srishti, an India un-
der-18 player. She will 
enroll in Psychology and 
plans to minor in neuro-
science. She will have five 
years of eligibility, said a 
press release.

The Chennai girl has 
represented the nation-
al team in the Under-16 
Asian championship in 
2015 when she aver-
aged 7.0 points and 8.2 
rebounds per game, and 
then at the under-18 
event the next year, she 
averaged 2.5 and 4.5.

She had been re-
cruited to play for NCAA 
Division I San Francisco 
for last season but was 
unable to pursue a roster 
spot because of commit-
ments with the national 
team, the release added.

“We’re getting a kid 
who’s played FIBA interna-
tional, has a lot of basketball 
under her belt and has trav-
elled the world so she’s not 
afraid to leave to play,” McK-
ay said. “She comes here 
with five years of eligibility, 
so I think the timing is great 
for the program.”

Srishti on her part, 
said she likes to play an 
up-tempo style and is 
comfortable shooting the 
ball from the perimeter. 
At 5-foot-11, she believes 
she can bring stretch-for-
ward skills to the Wes-
men as well as experi-
ence in the FIBA game.

“I feel my international 
experience has given me 
more confidence to face the 
court globally and taught 
me how important com-
munication on and off court 
with my team is,” she said.

“Playing internation-
ally has also developed 
my friendship skills on 
and off the court, which I 
will help me have a good 
understanding with my 
teammates. I’ve been 
wanting to fly high in life 
and I think this is one 
step closer to my dreams 
of playing in one of the 
top basketball leagues in 
the future,” she added.

Illegal, unregulated coal mining in Meghalaya 
caused environmental degradation, says SC

New Delhi, Jul 3 (PTI): 
Environmental degrada-
tion by illegal and unreg-
ulated coal mining has 
taken place in Megha-
laya, the Supreme Court 
held Wednesday and di-
rected the state to depos-
it Rs 100 crore with the 
Central Pollution Control 
Board (CPCB) for resto-
ration work.

It said however that 
Meghalaya has very lim-
ited sources of revenue 
and allowed it to transfer 
Rs 100 crore from the 
Environment Protection 
and Restoration Fund.

A bench of Justices 
Ashok Bhushan and K M 
Joseph said the CPCB, as 
directed by the National 
Green Tribunal (NGT), 
will utilise the amount 
of Rs 100 Crores only for 
restoration of the envi-
ronment. “The allega-
tions of environmental 
degradation by illegal and 
unregulated coal mining 
were fully proved from 
materials on the record 
including the report of 
the experts, report of the 
Meghalaya State Pollution 
Control Board, the re-
port of former High Court 
Judge B P Katakey com-
mittee, which all proved 
environmental degrada-
tion of water, air and sur-
face,” the bench said.

It rejected the stand 
of Meghalaya that the 
NGT has no jurisdiction 
to deal with the issue 

and said: “The state gov-
ernment is under consti-
tutional obligation to en-
sure clean environment 
to all its citizens. In cases 
pertaining to environ-
mental matter, the state 
has to act as facilitator 
and not as obstruction-
ist”. The bench said that as 
per the statutory regime 
brought in force by notifica-
tion dated January 15, 2016 
issued under Environment 
(Protection) Act, 1986, en-
vironmental clearance was 
required for a project of 
coal for mining of any ex-
tent of area.

While implement-
ing statutory regime for 
carrying mining opera-
tions in the Hills districts 
of the state, Meghalaya 
has to “ensure compli-
ance of not only MMDR 
Act, 1957 but Mines Act, 
1952 as well as Environ-
ment (Protection) Act, 
1986”, it said.

The bench said that 
the private owner/com-
munity owner of the land 
in the Hill district of Me-
ghalaya, who is also the 
owner of the mineral, can 
grant lease for mining of 
coal as per provisions 
of law after obtaining 
approval of the central 
government through the 
State Government.

“Meghalaya has am-
ple power and jurisdic-
tion under the Act, 1957 
and Rules, 1960 to check, 
control and prohibit coal 

mining operations in Hill 
Districts of State of Me-
ghalaya,” the bench clar-
ified. While allowing the 
mining operations which 
were stayed by NGT, the 
bench said, “We clarify 
that in event mining op-
erations are undertak-
en in privately owned/ 
community owned land 
in Hills Districts of Me-
ghalaya in accordance 
with mining lease with 
approved mining plan as 
per Act, 1957 and Min-
eral Concessions Rule, 
1960, the ban order dat-
ed April 17, 2014 of the 
tribunal of the NGT shall 
not come in way of carry-
ing mining operations”.

The top court also 
clarified that the coal ex-
tracted and lying in open 
after May 15, 2016 does 
not automatically vest in 
the State and the owner 
of the coal or the person 
who has mined the coal 
will have the proprietary 
right in the mineral.

“All extracted coal 
as assessed by Megha-
laya lying in different 
districts...which as per 
order of NGT is in cus-
tody of...Meghalaya shall 
be handed over to Coal 
India Ltd. for proper dis-
posal. The Katakey Com-
mittee after discussion 
with Coal India Ltd (CIL) 
and Meghalaya shall for-
mulate a mechanism for 
transport, weighment of 
all assessed coal,” it said. 
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SIKKIM STATe TeACHeRS ReCRUITMeNT BoARD
 GovernMent oF SiKKiM

upper SYari
No:     25/SSTRB/19                                                       Dated:  02 /07 /2019

Addendum to Notice No 24/SSTRB/2019 
In continuation to Notice No 24/SSTRB/19 dated:  24 /07/2019, candidates 
bearing following roll Nos. have been qualified in the written examination of Pri-
mary Teacher (Language) conducted by Sikkim State Teachers Recruitment Board.

Sl.no. roll no. language
1 18211974 Mukhia 
2 18211053 Rai
3 18210021 Bhutia
4 18210065 Bhutia 
5 18211791 Lepcha
6. 18211695 Lepcha
7. 18212032 Limboo
8. 18210791 Limboo

Further, it is informed that the Class room demonstration and Viva-Voce which 
was scheduled to be held from 17th July 2019 to 1st August 2019 for selection to 
the post of Primary Teacher (Language) has been postponed till further notice.

                                                               
                                                                       Sd/-

                                                                   Controller of exams
                                                              Sikkim State teachers’ recruitment Board 

R.o. No. 77/IPR/Pub/Classi./19-20 
Date: 2.7.2019

DePARTMeNT of lABoUR
GovernMent oF SiKKiM

GANGToK – 737101
Ref No. 234/DL/ESIC                   Dated: 28.06.2019

WAlK-IN-INTeRVIeW
Applications are invited for walk-in-interview, from eligible local candidates for filling up the post 
mentioned below purely contractual basis in consolidated pay as indicated against each post for initial 
period of one year at Employees’ State Insurance Service dispensary, under Labour Department, Gov-
ernment of Sikkim which is extendable based on performance.

Sl 
no.

name of post no of 
post

Minimum education 
qualification

age limit fixed pay

01. Medical Officer 02 MBBS Degree from MCI 
recognized Institute.

22 to 35 
years.

Rs.40,000/-per 
month.

02. General Nurs-
ing Midwifery 
(GNM)

02 Class XII Passed with Pass 
Certificate of 3 years of 
General Nursing training 
& Midwifery training from 
MCI recognized Institute 
or school of Nursing 
recognized by Nursing 
Council of India.

22 to 30 
years.

Rs.18,000/-per 
month.

03. Dresser 01 Class X passed with ex-
perience in application of 
plaster in an orthopaedic 
unit of registered recog-
nized hospital

18 to 30 
years.

Rs.15,000/- per 
month.

04. UDC(Cashier) 01 Graduate degree from any 
recognized University

18-30 
years.

Rs.12,000/-per 
month.

05. UDC(adm.) 01 -do- 18-30 
years

Rs.10,000/-per 
month.

06. LDC 01 Class XII passed 18-30 
years.

Rs.10,000/-per 
month.

07. Record Keeper 01 Class X passed 18-30 
years.

Rs.10,000/- per 
month.

08. Peon 02 Class VIII passed 18-30 
years.

Rs.9,000/- per 
month.

The Candidates having the requisite qualifications as mentioned in the job description are requested 
to submit their application along with certified copies of degree and certificate to Under Secretary, 
Labour Department by 22.07.2019 before 4.30 PM. Application received after closing time and date 
will not be entertained / Considered. The walk-in-interview will be held on 12.08.2019 for the post at 
Sl.No. 1 to 3 and on 13.08.2019 and 14.08.2019 for the post at Sl.No. 04 to 08.
Venue: Labour Department
Government of Sikkim
Time: 10 am to 4 pm.

Under Secretary,
Labour Department, Government of Sikkim,

Gangtok.R.o. No. 76/IPR/Pub/Classi./19-20 
Date: 2.7.2019. 

GovernMent oF SiKKiM
Department of food Security & Agriculture Development 

SAMeTI, SIKKIM
Notice Inviting Tender (NIT) for Monthly News Letters (2019-20) and 
Annual Calendar 2020

The details are as follows:-
Sl.
No.

Particulars Quantity Remarks

01. SAMETI Month-
ly Newsletter 
(2019-20)

1000 cop-
ies (En-
glish 500 
copies and 
Nepali 
500 cop-
ies)/

Including English to Nepali trans-
lation Compose or Typing, Design 
and Editing, Size: 8x5 x 10.63 
inches.
No of Pages : 8 -12 pages.
Paper Quality: Art Paper 170 GSM
Four Color Printing
Centre Stitching/Binding.

02. SAMETI Annual 
Wall Calen-
der-2020

Approx-
imately 
5000 nos.

Size 19.5 x 29.5 inches
Paper Quality : Art Paper 130 GSM
Four Color Printing
Both side Mounting
Including English to Nepali Trans-
lation
Composing, Typing, Designing and 
Editing.

terms and Conditions
01. Sealed quotations may be submitted (Separate Quotation for 

Newsletter and Separate Quotation for Annual Calendar 2020) to 
the office of the State Nodal Officer- Extension Reforms, SAMETI, 
State Agriculture Management Extension and Training Institute, 
Tadong, Below Convoy Ground, ICARComplex between10:00 A.M. 
to 03:00 P.M. w.e.f 04.07.2019 to 09.07.2019.

02. The date of opening of the tenders will be 11th July 2019 at 11:00 
A.M. at the Office of the State Nodal Officer-Extension Reforms, 
SAMETI, State Agriculture Management Extension and Training 
Institute, FS &ADD, Govt. of Sikkim, ICAR Complex, Below Convey 
Ground, Tadong in presence of the Tender Opening Committee and 
their representative of the interested firm/ tenderers.

03. Following documents should be submitted along with the quota-
tions:
a. Sikkim Subject or COI of the Owner/Proprietor.
b. Valid Trade License.
c. Firm Registration Certificate.
d. GST Registration Certificate.
e. Professional/Sales/Tax Clearance Certificate.

04. The rates should be F.O.R destinations and inclusive of packing and 
forwarding charge.

05. If the party does not meet any of the required conditions men-
tioned above, their quotation will be reject outright.

06. Draft of the Monthly Newsletter should be shown to the depart-
ment and approval in writing should be obtained before the same 
is sent for the final printing.

07. The Tender Committee reserves the full right to accept or reject 
any quotations/tenders without assigning any reason or reasons.

08. Delivery of the Monthly Newsletter should be within 10 days from 
the receipt of matters from the office, every month.

09. A sample copy of the Monthly Newsletter and Annual Calendar 
2019 can be obtained from the SAMETI Office, TAdong, during 
office hour.

Sd/-
Mrs Asha Lama

State Nodal Officer- Extension Reforms,
 SAMETI, FS & ADD

Govt of Sikkim. 
R.o. No. 79/IPR/Pub/Classi./19-20 
Date: 03.07.2019

GovernMent oF SiKKiM
SoCIAl JUSTICe, eMPoWeRMeNT & WelfARe DePARTMeNT

lUMSey, 5TH MIle, TADoNG, eAST SIKKIM
GanGtoK SiKKiM

No.   /SJE&WD/ICDS/2019-20                               Dated the 27.06.2019

“appeal”
This is for information of general public that the Department of So-
cial Justice, Empowerment & Welfare, Women & Child Department 
Division (ICDS) is conducting household survey in all the four dis-
tricts of Sikkim. The survey is a regular annual activity for collection 
of information of families residing in ICDS catchment areas and the 
information will be used as baseline data for assessment of Health & 
Nutrition status of children, adolescent girls and pregnant & lactating 
mothers. The eligible beneficiaries will be enrolled for appropriate 
services under the scheme. The data is being collected by Anganwa-
di Workers/Anganwadi helpers through a smart phone using ICDS 
Common Application software. The scheme mandates for capturing 
Aadhaar details so as to avoid double registration of beneficiaries 
and authentication of data base. Therefore, all are requested to coop-
erate and provide requisite information to the visiting enumerators.

The information which is collected shall be solely used for assess-
ment of Nutritional & Health status of individuals and confidentiality 
of the documents shall be maintained by the department.

Sd/-
Principal Director

SOCIAL JUSTICE, EMPOWERMENT & WELFARE DEPARTMENT 
R.O. No. 78/IPR/Pub/Classi./19-20 Dated. 3.7.19

SlyA meets PWD Minister, submits 2 memorandums

SuMMit report
Gangtok, 03 Jul:

Sikkim Lepcha Youth 
Association made a 

courtesy call on PWD 
Minister, Sandup Lep-
cha at his office in new 

Secretariat building on 
Tuesday. The delegation 
congratulated the Min-
ister for his victory in the 
Vidhan Sabha election and 
extended their best wishes 
for his successful tenure, a 

press release informs. 
The team also sub-

mitted two memoran-
dums concerning the 
redressal of grievances 
with regard to difficulties 
faced by people living in the 

cut-off villages across the 
Mantam Lake in Dzongu. 

They informed that the 
recent torrential rainfall 
washed away the suspension 
bridge, the only connection 
with the outside world.  

The other memo-
randum was pertaining 
to the establishment of 
DIET College in North 
Sikkim that would pro-
vide much relief to the 

aspirants from North Sik-
kim, who have to apply 
for such courses in other 
districts of Sikkim. 

The Minister initial-
ly expressed his utmost 
happiness and deep ad-
miration towards the or-
ganisation and gave his 
firm assurance to work for 
the welfare of the people. 
Lamenting the disaster 
that unfolded due to heavy 

rainfall recently, the minis-
ter expressed his empathy 
towards the plight of the 
affected people and as-
sured to extend every pos-
sible help and support. 

While acknowledging 
the need for establishing 
the DIET College in North 
Sikkim, the Minister as-
sured the delegation that 
utmost priority will be 
given to the issue.

Food Safety Training and 
Certification programme 

held in Gangtok

SuMMit report
Gangtok, 03 Jul:

Two-day Food Safety 
Training and Certifica-

tion [FOSTAC] programme 
was held as part of Safe 
and Nutritious Food Initia-
tive of FSSAI, Government 
of India, at a local hotel 
today, an IPR press release 
informs. The programme 
was chaired by Health 
Minister, Dr MK Sharma.

Food Safety and Stan-
dards Authority of India 
[FSSAI] had made Train-
ing mandatory of all Cen-
tral and State Licensed 
Food Business Opera-
tors under FSS Act, 06 Oct 
2017. Each FBO, exceeding 
specified head count needs 
to have at least one trained 
and certified person in their 
business premises to ensure 
food safety. The FSSAI shall 
provide training programs in 
food safety and standards for 
people who are in the food 
businesses, whether as food 
business operators or em-
ployees or otherwise.

The programme to-
day was organised by the 
Health Department and 
had the presence of Com-
missioner cum Secretary, 
Health Department, Vishal 
Chauhan and other Offi-
cials along with the repre-
sentatives of Sadik Masih 
Medical Social Servant 
Society, New Delhi and 
participants from in and 
around Gangtok.

The Minister, in his ad-
dress, appreciated that all 
the participants had come 
to learn and stated that it 
is a shared responsibility 
that they should shoulder. 

He said that the train-
ing programme aims to 
build capacities of trained 
food handlers across the 
value chain in small, me-
dium and large food op-
erators and to promote a 
culture of self compliance 
in food business by mak-
ing them more diligent 
toward food safety and 
hygiene in their premises 
and to create awareness 
among their own staff.

Vinay K Stephen rep-
resentative from Sadik 
Masih, New Delhi high-
lighted the importance of 
the training programme 
which is an initiative of 
FSSAI to train in the or-
ganised and unorganised 
sector. The training module 
includes all aspects of food 
and safety norms to be in-
culcated during the involve-
ment of any food handling, 
processing and its utiliza-
tion, he said further adding 
that this certificate training 
would help them during re-
newal of license process in 
the future.

The programme con-
tinued with a training 
session by the training 
partner representatives, 
Vinay K Stephen and Der-
rick A Fleix.

Suspected 
cattle lifter 
lynched in 
Tripura
Agartala, July 3 (PTI): 
A suspected cattle lifter 
was lynched in a remote 
tribal hamlet near the In-
do-Bangla border in Tri-
pura’s Dhalai district, a 
senior police officer said 
Wednesday.

Deputy Inspector 
General of Police, Arin-
dam Nath said a man 
was lynched by a group 
of villagers on suspicion 
of being a cattle lifter at 
Noarampara, under the 
jurisdiction of Raishy-
abari police station on 
Tuesday night.

Officer-in-charge of 
Raisyabari police station, 
Suleman Reang said, 
“Villagers spotted one 
person trying to lift cat-
tle from a house. They 
caught the suspected 
cattle lifter and beat him 
severely. We reached to 
the spot and rescued the 
person, who later suc-
cumbed to his injuries in 
a hospital,” Reang said.

The deceased was 
identified as Budhi Ku-
mar Tripura (36), a resi-
dent of Manyakumarpara 
village, police said.
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Writers, Readers and 
Publishing

Nepali literature might be in good 
health, but publishing could use a 

professional boost

Usually around Bhanu Jayanti, tentative efforts 
are made to tease out an update on Nepali liter-

ature’s health in these parts. The feedback has been 
far from encouraging for a while now. Nepali reading 
has apparently shrunk to newspaper reading, with 
literature finding ever fewer patrons. Newspapers, 
even journalists will admit, are not where literature 
finds expression anymore, and no, that is one aspect 
that social media remains unable to deliver; for that, 
the more relaxed indulgence of books, book shops 
and libraries is required. Newspapers can provide 
space to announce new arrivals and commission re-
views to ponder on books, but to sustain literature, 
writers need readers of books not cursory skimmers 
of headlines. 

Speak to writers and researchers and they rue 
the lack of professional publishers in these parts. 
Writers in English, and the region has had some ex-
ceptional ones in this language in the recent past, 
have benefitted from the professional handling of 
the bustling Indian publishing scene. Nepali writers, 
unfortunately, have no such recourse available to 
help refine and promote their works. Writers here 
are increasingly being required to also become pub-
lishers, printers and retailers. In these times, when 
reading habits are down all over the world, such 
multitasking just won’t cut it. At a time when writers 
and publishers the world over are going out of their 
way to woo readers and entice a wider audience, the 
Nepali literati in the region remains unmoved, or so 
it appears. The world of letters might be an exclusive 
club, but the work it churns out needs to be circu-
lated more widely for creativity to be celebrated. It 
appears that not enough of this is happening. A book 
launch, for example, should mean more than just a 
formal release by a VIP and should excite anticipa-
tion among readers. Too many writers release their 
books at official functions where the protocol itself 
distances them from their readers. Someone should 
start the trend of book reading and meet-the-author 
sessions for Nepali publications too.

There was a time when the people of letters 
might have sniggered at such showbiz gimmicks and 
stayed away from them, but the written word, let 
us accept it, is in the danger of extinction and such 
desperate times demand urgent/ grand measures. 
Flashy book launches and promotion drives are the 
order of the day in the publishing business and are 
no longer seen as debasing the work. These are re-
quired tools. Writers who live off their writing are 
constantly under pressure to put out consistently 
good work whereas those who write as a “hobby” 
can afford to be slack. Of course there are exceptions, 
but this is still a reasonably accurate analogy. Why 
hasn’t the Nepali publishing industry here delivered 
the professionalism that the writers and readers are 
so desperately seeking? 

In their defence, the “local” market is extreme-
ly small and the local politics too sensitive to allow 
the more creative writers the space for irreverence 
that is so important for the more ambitious works 
to arrive. Advancements in desk-top publishing and 
affordable printing options have not helped either. 
Earlier, if not for anything else, then at least to han-
dle the complicated world of typesetting and find-
ing printers in Benaras required writers to seek out 
publishers. Now, anyone can ‘publish’ a book and 
while that is fine when limited to vanity publishing, 
it has been to Nepali literature’s disadvantage that 
publishing has been reduced to printing. A publish-
er is expected to help writers refine their work, slice 
away the flab and help them polish their work. Take 
away this process, and amateurish attempts abound. 
That said, it cannot also be ignored that publishers 
here have not made an earnest stab at becoming 
professional either. To this day, most publishers be-
lieve that the job is over with the printing of a new 
title. They have to realize now that they are “pub-
lishers” and not just “printers.” A publisher’s work, 
once a piece of work has been found fit for release, 
begins after the printing is done. Copies of the book 
have to be circulated for reviews, the writer has to 
be promoted in the media, the markets have to be 
identified and consignments reached there before 
the publicity blitz. All this does not cost much. All it 
requires is a professional approach. Given the identi-
fiable pockets in India where Nepali readers reside, 
the paucity of reading material [thanks largely to 
poor marketing], and the presence [thankfully] of 
some great writers still in our midst, an educated 
and well researched approach to publishing should 
save the day for Nepali literature.

Why it matters that more athletes 
are talking about their mental health

JoHN AffleCK
theConversation

The great basketball writer Jackie MacMullan 
recently stood at the front of a hotel ballroom 

in Tampa taking questions after collecting a career 
achievement award from the Association for Wom-
en in Sports Media.

I was in the audience that day. Initially, the 
questions focused on her early days in basketball 
as a reporter. But then someone brought up a se-
ries of stories MacMullan had written for ESPN last 
summer on NBA players’ mental health problems. 
MacMullan called it “probably the most important 
thing I’ve ever done,” and a nearly 10-minute dis-
cussion followed.

The package featured All-Stars Kevin Love and 
Paul Pierce, among others, discussing their strug-
gles with depression and anxiety. Other big names 
backed out at the last minute, concerned about the 
stigma of mental illness and whether it might hurt 
their ability to land a good contract in free agen-
cy, a point MacMullan emphasized when we spoke 
after the session ended. She said a league source 
called the problem “rampant.”

It’s not just the NBA where athletes’ struggles 
with mental health are under scrutiny, either. As 
the director of the John Curley Center for Sports 
Journalism at Penn State University, I’ve noticed 
that mental health and sports is a topic gaining 
attention among athletes and the journalists who 
cover them.

Wanting to explore why it’s happening now and 
why it matters, I talked to some experts in the field.
pro athleteS are partiCularlY SuSCeptiBle

Listing every publicly known example of an 
athlete dealing with a mental health issue would 
be a tough task, but it’s clear that neither the par-
ticular sport nor an athlete’s gender makes some-
one immune.

Michael Phelps – a swimmer with more medals 
than anyone in Olympic history – has spoken can-
didly for years about his struggles with depression. 
Longtime NFL receiver Brandon Marshall has gone 
public with his mental health issues, as has 2012 
Olympic silver medalist in high jump Brigetta Bar-
rett. Fox Sports has written about the frequency of 
eating disorders among female college athletes.

Experts I spoke with for this story pointed to a 
couple of reasons professional athletes are partic-
ularly susceptible to mental health issues.

Many “are high-achieving perfectionists,” said 
David Yukelson, the retired director of sports psy-
chology services for Penn State Athletics and a past 
president of the Association for Applied Sports 
Psychology.

That’s great when it all comes together in victo-
ry or a terrific performance, but the toll of perfec-
tionism can be tough when the results don’t match 
an athlete’s own expectations, Yukelson said.
plaYinG SportS in the aGe oF anXietY

The visibility of today’s elite athletes exacer-
bates the pressure.

Scott Goldman, president-elect of the Associa-
tion for Applied Sport Psychology, told me it’s hard 
for fans to understand what it’s like to constantly 
be in the spotlight. He recalled watching a pro foot-
ball player prepare to run onto the field and won-
der aloud whether anyone else in the building had 
people howling at them when they went to work.

Add social media to the mix, and all the 
armchair experts that brings to any sports dis-
cussion. Earlier this year, NBA Commissioner 
Adam Silver told the MIT Sloan Sports Analytics 
Conference: “We are living in a time of anxiety. I 
think it’s a direct result of social media. A lot of 
players are unhappy.”

The NBA has responded to the problem with a 
series of initiatives designed to help players cul-
tivate mental wellness. Beyond compassion, the 
efforts make business sense: Happier players 
lead to better-performing players, which leads 
to more wins.

Attention to mental health issues in sports also 
seems to be on the uptick in the United Kingdom, 
said Professor Matthew Smith, a historian at the 
University of Strathclyde in Glasgow. Smith, whose 
research focuses on medicine and mental health, 
has been tracking sports-mental health articles on 
the BBC for the last couple of years and noted the 
count recently topped 100 stories.

He highlighted the suicide of Wales national 
men’s soccer team manager Gary Speed in 2011 as 
a watershed moment that catalyzed the country’s 
awareness and that still makes headlines.

Fast forward to this May, when England’s Foot-

ball Association revealed a campaign to show that 
“mental fitness is just as important as physical fit-
ness,” with Prince William making the public an-
nouncement.

TAKEAWAYS FOR ATHLETES AND FANS
Back in the United States, some wonder wheth-

er athletes are opening up about mental health 
issues because rates of such problems are rising 
among young adults, or if it’s simply become more 
acceptable to talk about the issue.

Yukelson said times certainly have changed 
from the 20th century, when athletes were ex-
pected to absorb every setback and insult on 
their own. There’s more support now. The Asso-
ciation for Applied Sport Psychology, a group for 
sport psychology consultants and professionals 
who work with athletes, coaches and nonsport 
performers, was founded only in 1985. It now 
has 2,200 members worldwide, according to Em-
ily Schoenbaechler, the group’s certification and 
communications manager.

Goldman, meanwhile, compared the situation 
to not knowing you have a cockroach problem until 
you turn on a light. In other words, drawing atten-
tion to an issue makes more people aware it exists.

But it’s also true that nearly one in five Amer-
ican adults has a mental illness, according to the 
National Institute of Mental Health. That’s more 
than 46 million people.

Both Goldman and Yukelson noted that only 
good things can come from athletes opening up 
about the issue. The more athletes talk, the more 
fans might feel inspired to seek help on their own.

The National Alliance on Mental Illness lists 
talking openly about mental health as the first way 
to reduce stigma. And an early advocate for speak-
ing out about players’ mental health, Metta World 
Peace – who changed his name from Ron Artest in 
2011 – notes that when he first talked about his 
struggles, the media thought he was “crazy.” Now 
the default is to call for getting the athlete some 
help, he says.

It all points to changing attitudes in sports – 
and society.

Or as Phelps put it in a recent tweet, “getting 
help is a sign of strength, not weakness.”

[the writer is Knight Chair in Sports Journalism 
and Society, Pennsylvania State University]

Five reasons English speakers struggle to learn foreign languages
MiChelle Sheehan
theConversation

According to a recent survey co-or-
dinated by the European Com-

mission 80% of European 15-30 year 
olds can read and write in at least one 
foreign language. This number drops 
to only 32% amongst British 15-30 
year olds.

This is not just because all Euro-
pean young people speak English. If 
we look at those who can read and 
write in at least three languages, the 
UK is still far behind. Only 8% of UK 
young people can do what 88% of 
Luxembourgish, 77% of Latvian and 
62% of Maltese young people can do.

So what are the difficulties Brit-
ons face when learning other lan-
guages? Here are a few of the basics.
1. oBJeCTS HAVe GeNDeRS

One of the most difficult and bi-
zarre things about learning languag-
es such as French, Spanish and Ger-
man – but also Portuguese, Italian, 
Polish, German, Hindi and Welsh – is 
that inanimate objects such as chairs 
and tables have genders, so they are 
masculine (he), feminine (she) or 
sometimes neuter (it).

There is no real logic to this – milk 
is masculine in French, Italian and 
Portuguese, but feminine in Spanish 
and German, but it still tastes and 
looks the same. In Spanish, Italian 
and Portuguese, gender is usually in-
dicated by word endings (-o and -a), 
making it easier to learn, but sound 
changes in French have made gen-
ders rather opaque, and a real chal-
lenge for second language learners.

Interestingly, English used to have 
grammatical gender too, but this 
was basically lost in Chaucer’s time. 
There are still some remnants of it 
in English, though: the pronouns he/
she/it__ are masculine, feminine and 
neuter, but he/she are now only used 
to talk about living things, not tables 
and windows (as they were in older 
stages of English). 

Contrary to what you might think, 
languages don’t actually need gen-
der. The gender-neutral singular 
pronoun they, has been much dis-
cussed of late, but many languages 
lack the equivalent of he/she, hav-
ing only they (among them Turk-
ish and Finnish). Other languages, 
notably Swahili and related lan-
guages, have many more genders 

– up to 18. French gender is easy 
by comparison.
2. AGReeMeNT IS VITAl

Once you have memorised the fact 
that house is feminine and book is 
masculine, the next step is to make 
sure that all the adjectives, articles 
(the/a), demonstratives (this/that) 
and possessors (my/his) describing 
these words have matching gender 
and also indicate the difference 
between singular (one) or plural 
(more than one) ma belle mai-
son(my beautiful house) but mon 
beau livre (my handsome book). 
Linguists call this “agreement” or 
“concord”, and it is very common, es-
pecially in European languages – but 
nonetheless quite tricky for English 
speakers, simply because they don’t 
really have it (any more).

Once again, English used to have 
this, but it has been almost complete-
ly lost. They still have a little bit of it 
left though: “this sheep is lonely but 
these sheep are not”, and we know 
that partly because of the word these, 
a “plural” demonstrative.
3. JUST BeING PolITe

French has tu/vous, German has 
du/Sie, Spanish tu/usted, Italian tu/
lei, but, in English, we just have plain 
old you. Linguists call this the “T-V 
distinction” (because of Latin tu/
vos) and this politeness distinction 
is found in many European languag-
es and well as in other languages 
(Basque, Indonesian, Mongolian, Per-
sian, Turkish and Tagalog).

Essentially, there are two differ-
ent forms of you depending on 
power dynamics, and every time 
you strike up a conversation, you 
need to choose the right pronoun, 
or risk causing offence. This pos-
es obvious difficulty for English 
speakers as there are no hard-
and-fast rules about when to use 
the formal or informal form.

In fact, usage has varied over time. 
In the past, pronouns were often used 
asymmetrically (I call you vous, but 
you call me tu), but western Europe 
increasingly uses pronouns symmet-
rically (If I call you tu, you can call me 
tu as well). In recent years, the polite 
forms have become less used in some 
western European countries (at least 
in Spain, Germany and France). That 
might mean that these languages 
could eventually change, but in the 
opposite way from English. 

English also had thou/you until 
Shakespearean times, but the infor-
mal thou was eventually lost (and 
retained only by some dialects, for 
example in Yorkshire). Thou was 
also the singular form, just as tu/
du are – used when addressing just 
one person. So, when English lost 
thou, it also lost the difference be-
tween talking to just one or more 
people. Languages like to fill in gaps 
like these, and many dialects have 
created novel plural forms: y’all, you 
lot, you guys, youse.

What’s interesting is that these 
forms are often themselves regulated 
by politeness. So, many people would 
use you with parents, you guys with 
friends and you lot with kids. When 
it comes to language, politeness is 
always there but, in some languages, 
it is a little more in your face. Once 
again, French, Spanish and Ger-
man are not actually that complex 
in making a simple two-way dis-
tinction. They are nothing com-
pared to languages like Japanese, 
which have bamboozingly difficult 
“honorific” systems.
4. KeePING TRACK of CASe

Where German has der/die/des/
dem/den/das, English has only the 
– and this poses considerable chal-
lenges for English speakers learning 
German. So why does German have 
all these different ways of saying 
the? This is the German case sys-
tem which spells out the article 
the differently depending not only 
on whether it is singular or plural 
(see above), but on its function in a 
sentence (subject, direct object, in-
direct object, possessor).

English has case too actually, but 
only with pronouns. “I love him”, does 
not (alas) mean the same thing as “he 
loves me”. It’s not only the word order 
that’s different. I/he are the subject 
(nominative) forms and him/me the 
object (accusative) forms. They are 
also different from my/his, which are 
the possessive (genitive) forms. Once 
again, English used to be like German 
but it has lost most of its case system.

Articles, demonstrative and ad-
jectives all inflected for case in Old 
English, so English speakers a few 
hundred years ago would have found 
German pretty simple. German is not 
alone in having case. Many Europe-
an languages have case and it is also 
found in many unrelated languages 

(among them Turkish, Japanese, Ko-
rean, Dyirbal and many native Aus-
tralian languages). In a sense, case 
gives us another way of keeping track 
of who is doing what to who. English 
speakers use word order for this 
function, but this is by no means the 
only option.
5. A MATTeR of MooD

This takes us to our final chal-
lenge, verbal inflection. Where En-
glish regular verbs have just four 
verb forms jump/jumps/jumping/
jumped (which can combine with 
auxiliary verbs in certain ways as in 
“I have been jumping”), Spanish has 
a hefty 51 (I won’t list them all here). 
So Spanish (like Italian and German 
and to some extent French) is a richly 
inflecting language.

Verbs in Spanish (Italian, and 
French) change depending on tense 
(as in English), but also depending 
on aspect (the duration of an event), 
mood (the nature of the event) and 
person/number (the kind of subject 
they have).

This poses notorious problems 
for English speakers, especially when 
it comes to mood. The dreaded sub-
junctive indicates that something is 
not being asserted as true and this 
turns out to be difficult to learn when 
that is not an important distinction in 
your own language.

Once again, though, English it-
self used to be more like Spanish, 
French, Italian and German in this 
respect. Old English verbs also in-
flected for tense, person/number 
and mood. In fact the subjunctive 
remains an option for many speak-
ers in examples such as: “I wish I 
were (or was) you” and: “It is vital 
that you be (or are) on time.”

Once again, then, English speak-
ers a few hundred years ago would 
probably have been better linguists 
than Britons are now, as their lan-
guage still had many of the features 
which pose difficulties for mod-
ern-English-speaking language stu-
dents. Somehow I think it’s not really 
grammar that’s holding Britons back, 
though. With language, where there’s 
a will, there is always a way. The 2% 
of Britons who can read and write in 
more than three languages show that 
that’s true.

[the writer is Reader in Linguistics 
Course Leader, BA (Hons) English 

Language, Anglia Ruskin University]
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Govt looking to expedite Barhni-

Kathmandu rail project

Mamata writes Modi to expedite process of 
changing West Bengal’s name to ‘Bangla’

Narada tapes: CBI grills IPS 
officer SMH Mirza for third time

Puri king launches 
Jagannath temple portal 

ahead of Rath Yatra

West Bengal 4th state to 
exceed SC’s 50-pc quota cap

West Bengal trying to develop 
eco-system for content creation

Kolkata, Jul 3 (PTI): The 
Mamata Banerjee gov-
ernment’s announce-
ment of 10 per cent res-
ervation in government 
jobs and educational 
institutions for the eco-
nomically weaker sec-
tions (EWS) in the gener-
al category makes West 
Bengal the fourth state 
after Tamil Nadu, Maha-
rashtra and Telangana 
to cross the 50 per cent 
quota cap fixed by the 
Supreme Court.

The announcement 
on Tuesday came six 
months after the BJP-led 
NDA government at the 
Centre approved a simi-
lar proposal.

Bengal so far had a 
45 per cent reservation 
in government jobs and 
educational institutes 
-- 22 per cent for Sched-
uled Castes (SCs), six per 
cent for Scheduled Tribes 
(STs), 17 per cent for 
Other Backward Classes 
(OBCs).

The Trinamool Con-
gress (TMC) govern-
ment’s decision of adding 
a 10 per cent quota for 
EWS now takes the total 
quota beyond the 50 per 
cent cap, mandated by 
the Supreme Court.

Among the three 
other states, Maharash-
tra earlier had a 68 per 
cent reservation in edu-

cational institutions and 
government jobs, 16 per 
cent of which was for the 
Maratha people.

After the cabinet 
approved a 10 per cent 
quota in EWS, Maharash-
tra became the state with 
the highest percentage of 
reservation at 78.

Tamil Nadu Chief 
Minister K Palaniswami 
assured the state Assem-
bly on Tuesday that the 
69 per cent reservation 
in the state would con-
tinue, while a decision on 
implementing the 10 per 
cent quota for the EWS 
category would be taken 
after the political parties 
arrived at a consensus.

The Telangana As-
sembly had earlier ap-
proved a bill providing 

for a 12 per cent quota for 
the socially and econom-
ically backward classes 
among Muslims in edu-
cational institutions and 
government jobs. The bill 
increased the quota for 
Muslims from four to 12 
per cent and for STs, from 
six to 10 per cent, thereby 
taking the quantum of res-
ervation to 62 per cent.

After a state cabinet 
meeting, West Bengal 
Parliamentary Affairs 
Minister Partha Chatter-
jee said the details about 
the eligibility criteria 
would be announced 
later, but those already 
covered by other quotas 
would not be considered 
for this reservation.

“It is a historic deci-
sion. There are many fac-

tors to define someone 
who belongs to the eco-
nomically weaker sec-
tion. These details will be 
mentioned in the govern-
ment order that will be 
issued soon,” he said.

State Backward 
Classes Welfare Minister 
Rajib Banerjee said the 
move would not adverse-
ly affect those sections of 
the society that already 
enjoyed the benefits of 
reservation.

“The reservation for 
the SCs, STs and OBCs 
remain as they are. This 
new quota is for those 
outside the three speci-
fied categories,” he said.

Leader of Opposition 
in the state Assembly 
Abdul Mannan of the 
Congress, senior CPI(M) 

leader Sujan Chakraborty 
as well as Manoj Tigga of 
the BJP welcomed the 
move.

“It is the result of 
years of struggle. Though 
we are happy, we are 
concerned over the pro-
cess of identification. We 
want a foolproof system 
to ensure that only the 
deserving ones are iden-
tified as beneficiaries,” 
Mannan said.

“I think the West 
Bengal government has 
woken up late. Our par-
ty at the Centre has al-
ready introduced it. It is 
good to see that the state 
is following in the Cen-
tre’s footsteps. But we 
are concerned about the 
identification process of 
the beneficiaries,” Tigga 
said.

On January 7, the 
Union Cabinet had 
cleared a 10-per cent 
quota in government 
jobs and education for 
the economically weaker 
sections in the general 
category, meeting a key 
demand of the upper 
castes ahead of the Lok 
Sabha polls.

Banerjee had then ex-
pressed doubt over the 
Centre’s intention in ap-
proving the 10 per cent 
quota, alleging that the 
NDA was misleading peo-
ple with polls in mind.

Bhubaneswar, Jul 3 
(PTI): The adminis-
tration at Shree Jagan-
nath Temple in Puri has 
launched an interactive 
website, replete with 
information on rituals, 
their significance and 
programme schedule, 
ahead of the annual Rath 
Yatra Thursday.

At a simple ceremo-
ny, Puri Gajapati (king) 
Maharaja Dibyasingha 
Deb launched the portal 
on Tuesday in the pres-
ence of Shree Jagannath 
Temple Administration 
(SJTA) officials, servitors 
and other dignitaries.

The website, de-
signed and developed by 
IT and ITES service pro-
vider Suyog Computech, 
can be accessed on mo-
bile phones, SJTA Chief 
Administrator P K Moha-
patra said.

In due course of time, 
advanced features will be 

added to the portal, mak-
ing it a store house of all 
information related to 
the Trinity, he said.

Lauding the initiative, 
Gajapati Deb said the 
website aims to provide 
authentic facts about 
the ancient heritage and 
tradition of the Jagan-
nath temple.

In a press statement, 
Chief Minister Naveen 
Patnaik has expressed 
hope that the website 
will benefit devotees 
of Puri temple Trinity - 
Jagannath, Balabhadra 
and Subhadra - across 
the world.

“It gives me immense 
pleasure to learn that the 
SJTA is launching its new 
website on the eve of Sri 
Gundicha, 2019 with a 
range of new features 
and useful information. I 
hope it will benefit dev-
otees across the world,” 
he said.

Kolkata, Jul 3 (PTI): The 
West Bengal government 
is working on developing 
an infrastructure and allied 
eco-system for creation of 
content which would drive 
the economy in future, 
a senior official said on 
Wednesday. “Content will 
be in demand in the future. 
The government is trying 
to create an infrastructure 
and the required eco- sys-
tem for creation of content 
as well as product develop-
ment”, Additional Chief Sec-
retary (IT and Electronics), 
Debashis Sen said at a sem-
inar organised by ICC here.

He said the West Ben-
gal Electronics Industry 
Development Corpora-
tion (Webel), a nodal 
agency for the state gov-
ernment for the Electron-
ics & IT industry, has also 
tied up with an animation 
academy which is in exis-
tence for one year and the 

first batch will pass out on 
July 19. They have learnt 
content creation during 
the period, he said. “The 
next billion users will 
move the economy in the 
fields of leisure, games, 
movies, entertainment 
and other things,” he said. 
Mentioning that IT profes-
sional from West Bengal 
residing elsewhere such 
as Bangalore and abroad 
were doing wonders, Sen 
said, “In this context, the 
West Bengal government 
has now decided to create 
cluster-based develop-
ment in the form of Silicon 
Valley hub, Fintech hub 
and IT parks.”

The government had 
also decided to introduce IT 
and digital education from 
Class 1 for the creation of 
an environment and an 
eco-system which would 
bring back the glory of the 
state, Sen added.

Messi vows to play on after 
latest argentina heartache

Belo Horizonte (Bra-
zil), Jul 3 (AfP): Lionel 
Messi vowed to extend 
his international career 
after yet another bid to 
win a major title with Ar-
gentina ended in failure 
at the Copa America on 
Tuesday. The 32-year-
old Barcelona star, who 
infamously quit inter-
national football after 
Argentina’s defeat in the 
2016 Copa America Cen-
tenario final, said he had 
no plans to hang up his 
boots after a 2-0 semi-fi-
nal loss to Brazil.

“If I can still help in 
any way, I will contin-
ue to do so. I feel really 
good in this group,” said 
the five-time Ballon d’Or 
winner.

“This is a good, 
talented generation 
who showed that 
they love the national 
team,” he added.

“They have a future 
and great foundations, 
they just need to be 
given time.”

Messi will get another 
chance to break his tour-
nament duck next year 
when the Copa America 

takes place in Argentina 
and Colombia, with the 
2022 World Cup looming 
further on the horizon.

Argentina coach Li-
onel Scaloni meanwhile 
insisted his new-look 
squad had a bright future 
despite the defeat.

“Without a doubt, to-
day we showed that this 
group of players feel the 
jersey like no-one else,” 
he said.

“We showed an im-
age for the future of this 
squad and these players 
and the great path they 
are on.

“To play in this stadi-
um, in these conditions 
and to be superior to our 
opponents.

“It doesn’t matter be-
cause they’re going to the 
final but if we’re aware of 
what we did today then 
there’s only positives.”

He said the defeat was 
“unfair” claiming that “no 
other team has creat-
ed as many goalscoring 
chances against Brazil as 
we did.”

Messi’s best chance 
came on 57 minutes 
when he volleyed against 

the post. Scaloni said 
the veteran was Argen-
tina’s “standard-bearer.” 
“Brazil were continuous-
ly trying to stop pass-
es from reaching him 
and we kept looking for 
ways to get him the ball,” 
Scaloni said.

“It was thrilling to see 
him play. It didn’t work 
out today but he’ll have 
his rematch and the 
whole squad will have 
their rematch.” Scalo-
ni was unhappy with 
some of Ecuadoran ref-
eree Roddy Zambrano’s 
decisions, not least the 
fact that Argentina 
picked up six bookings 
to Brazil’s two.

“I didn’t like the 
referee, I don’t usually 
make those comments,” 
he said.

“I don’t think he was 
qualified for a match of 
this level.”

He added: “If a mid-
fielder player is on a 
yellow card this changes 
things. There were a lot 
of small details where 
the match started to lose 
its balance because of 
those decisions.

Kolkata, Jul 3 (PTI): 
IPS officer S M H Mirza 
was grilled for the third 
time on Wednesday by 
the anti-corruption bu-
reau of CBI in connec-
tion with the Narada 
tapes scandal.

Mirza was grilled for 
more than five hours by 
the investigating agen-
cy’s officials to ascertain 
his role in the scam.

In the Narada tapes, 

the police officer was 
shown accepting cash 
from a purported busi-
nessman at the behest of 
some political leaders.

Mathew Samuels of 
Narada news portal pos-
ing as a businessman 
had conducted a sting 
operation which showed 
several Trinamool Con-
gress leaders and the 
IPS officer taking cash in 
return for favours. Mirza 

was the superintendent 
of police of the undivided 
Burdwan district when 
the sting operation was 
conducted by Samuels.

The video footage 
of the sting operation, 
conducted in 2014, 
were uploaded on the 
news portal before the 
West Bengal Assembly 
elections in 2016 and 
created a furore in the 
state’s politics.

New Delhi, Jul 3 (PTI): 
The government is look-
ing to expedite the pro-
posed Barhni-Kathman-
du railway project and is 
awaiting Nepal’s concur-
rence for the inter-gov-
ernmental agreement.

Minister of State for 
Railways Suresh Angadi 
told the Lok Sabha that 
the External Affairs Min-
istry is following up with 
Nepal and is looking to 
expedite the process for 
the project.

During the Ques-

tion Hour, he also said 
that survey for the 
five kilometres of the 
line in Indian territo-
ry has been completed.

The survey for new 
broad gauge line from 
Barhni, in Uttar Pradesh, 
to Kathmandu was sanc-
tioned in 2015-16.

In a written reply, 
Railways Minister Piy-
ush Goyal said work on 
the proposed project can 
start only after the in-
ter- governmental MoU 
(Memorandum of Un-

derstanding) is signed, 
for which concurrence/
comment of the Nepal 
government is required.

In September 2016, 
the Indian government 
shared a draft MoU with 
the Nepal government re-
garding reconnaissance 
engineering-cum-traffic 
survey of the proposed 
broad gauge line.

“However, no re-
sponse has been received 
from the Government of 
Nepal on this proposal 
till date,” Goyal said.

Kolkata, Jul 3 (PTI): 
West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee 
Wednesday wrote to 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi to expedite the 
process of changing the 
state’s name to ‘Bangla’.

Banerjee also asked 
Modi to get the re-
quired constitution-
al amendment done 
during the current ses-
sion of Parliament.

The letter was sent on 
a day when Union Min-
ister of State for Home 
Nityanand Rai informed 
the Rajya Sabha that the 
Centre has not yet given 
the go-ahead to change 
the name of the state 
and it required a consti-
tutional amendment.

“The name West Ben-
gal is in English and Pas-
chim Banga in Bengali, 
And it does not bear the 
testimony of the classi-
cal history that our state 
has,” Banerjee said in the 
letter to the prime min-

ister. The state cabinet 
on September 8, 2017 
decided that the name of 
the state should be ‘Ban-
gla’ in Bengali, English 
and Hindi, Banerjee said 
adding that the Assembly 
also followed it up with 
a resolution on July 26, 
2018.

“The chief secretary, 
West Bengal, communi-
cated this position to the 
union home secretary 
on 21.8.2018 requesting 
him to initiate necessary 
action to alter the name 
of the state of West Ben-
gal to Bangla in English 

Hindi and Bengali,” the 
letter read.

“I would request you 
to kindly get this (re-
quired constitutional) 
amendment done ac-
cordingly in the current 
session of the Parlia-
ment,” she said.

The state government 
has also decided to ask 
the Centre to expedite 
the process of changing 
the state’s name, a top of-
ficial said Wednesday.

The draft of the letter 
in this regard is ready 
and it will be sent on 
Thursday.
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Four Indian-Americans arrested 
in US for H1B visa fraud

england’s World Cup dream dies, but 
support for women’s game is real winner

Mattha BuSBY
theGuardian

When England equalised 
after sustained early pres-

sure and going a goal down 
against the US, Emma O’Connor 
instinctively rose to her feet and 
pumped her fists in the air be-
fore leading raucous chants of 
“Come on England”.

But after the nation’s hopes 
were dashed as Ellen White’s 
67th-minute goal was ruled off-
side by VAR and Steph Houghton 
missed an 83-minute penalty, 
the Richmond Park women’s 
football team coach, said: “I’m 
absolutely gutted, words can’t 
describe how I feel.”

O’Connor, who was inspired 
to get back into coaching by En-
gland’s World Cup journey, was 
one of more than 1,500 people 
– the majority of them women 
– at Battersea Park in south-
west London on Tuesday night. 
They sat on deck chairs and pic-
nic blankets watching the game 
which could have ended with an 
England team reaching a final 
for the first time since 1966.

“Hopefully this will encour-

age people, whether you’re male 
or female, young or old, to play 
football,” she concluded, after 
the crowd slumped in unison at 
the final whistle.

Wandsworth council said 
that it was the first time any 
World Cup football game had 
been shown at the park – one 
of a number of venues across 
the country showing the match 
on big screens. A spokesperson 
said they decided to show it 
because it had “grabbed the na-
tion’s attention”.

Elsewhere, some pubs said 
it could be their busiest night of 
the year, with swelling numbers 
of fans watching the games as 
England progressed through the 
tournament. A record-breaking 
7.6 million television viewers 
watched the team’s 3-0 victory 
over Norway on Thursday.

The US dominated early 
on in Tuesday night’s game, 
with Christen Press scoring 
after nine minutes. White took 
England level just before the 
20-minute mark, before Alex 
Morgan put the three-time 
champions back ahead with 

her sixth goal of the tournament.
After the commentator rec-

ognised England were beaten by 
a US team who are the best side 
in the world today and in the 
history of the women’s game, 
O’Connor – who was on her feet 
cheering for large parts of the 
game – said: “I thought the USA 
were very, very lucky, although 
England were poor.”

Describing her exuberant, 
passionate support, she said: 
“I love creating an atmosphere. 
Whether people like it or not, 
that’s just football. We’re not at 
cricket. People need to get be-
hind the team.”

Women’s football is grow-
ing rapidly in popularity on TV 
screens and at Women’s Super 
League grounds. But O’Connor – 
who works for the Down’s Syn-
drome Association and lives 
in Staines – lamented how the 
Football Association banned 
women from playing on Foot-
ball League grounds in 1921 
because it was “quite unsuit-
able for females and ought not 
to be encouraged”.

She said the 50-year ban had 

“100%” stifled the progress of 
the women’s game. “Now it is 
slowly becoming more popu-
lar, but that might have been 
different if it hadn’t been for-
bidden,” she said.

Another England support-
er in the park, Andrea Edobor, 
an occupational therapist from 
Streatham, predicted before 
the game that England’s wom-
en would win the World Cup 
before the men regardless of 
Tuesday’s result.

“It’s getting near the lev-
el of popularity of the men’s,” 
she said. “Even my dad’s been 
watching it; he would never 
have watched women’s football. 
He said it’s better than the men’s 
because there is less cheating 
and women stay on their feet.”

Her friend Rebecca Richard-
son, a youth worker from Peck-
ham, said: “Women have still got 
to prove themselves, they don’t 
have space to be doing stupid 
things for chances. They actually 
want to show off their skills and 
play properly. They’re a lot more 
disciplined than the men are, be-
cause they have more to prove.”

Dhoni did exactly 
what was right for 

the team: Tendulkar

England conquer hearts and minds 
but USA take semi-final spoils

Sean inGle
theGuardian

The scourge of missed 
penalties at a major 

tournament returned to 
haunt England last night 
as their dizzying progress 
at this Women’s World 
Cup came to a painful 
– and familiar – end in 
the semi-finals. As the 
United States celebrat-
ed their 2-1 victory, En-
gland’s captain Steph 
Houghton trudged off 
the pitch, alone in a sta-
dium of 53,000 specta-
tors, having missed an 
83rd minute spot-kick 
to equalise.

It was an instant clas-
sic, although that will 
come as cold comfort to 
England’s players, who 
went out of a major tour-
nament in the semi-finals 
for a third time in a row 
despite throwing every-
thing at their opponents 
in a desperately exciting 
final 30 minutes.

Several England play-
ers were also crying af-
terwards, but their man-
ager Phil Neville insisted 
there should be no tears 
or recriminations. “We 
have no regrets,” he said. 
“We’ve had the best 46 
days of our lives… We 
have come to the Wom-
en’s World Cup and given 
it our all.”

No one could doubt 
that. The first half was 
played at a pace that took 
the breath away. The 
second was laced with 
tension and a testiness 
that eventually boiled 
over when England’s 
Millie Bright was sent 
off after stamping on 
US captain Alex Mor-
gan. The Americans 
were deserved victors, 
but they were hanging 
on in a desperate finale.

There can’t be many 
sneerers or sceptics 
when it comes women’s 
game after these extraor-
dinary last few weeks in 
France. This match, sure-
ly, would have converted 
the remaining holdouts 
into believers.

And this revolution 
has been televised. An 
incredible 7.9m watched 

England’s match against 
Norway last week. Over 
10 million were expected 
to have tuned in to see 
them play the US - mak-
ing it the most watched 
British sporting event of 
the year. As Alicia Will-
more, who travelled from 
Basingstoke to watch the 
game, put it. “I’ve really 
noticed the changing in 
attitude back home. It’s 
gone from ‘Oh god, wom-
en’s football’ to ‘Wow, 
this is great’. This Wom-
en’s World Cup has been 
a game changer.”

England had won all 
five of their matches go-
ing into this semi-final. 
But they were immedi-
ately on the back foot 
as the US team, the No1 
ranked side in the world, 
went ahead after nine 
minutes through Chris-
ten Press.

Soon chants of U-S-A, 
U-S-A began to bellow 
around the Stade de Lyon 
as the Americans pressed 
for a second. On the 
morning of the match, 
the local newspaper, Le 
Progres, had claimed 
that 20,000 US fans had 
flooded into the city for 
the semi-final. Walking 
around town you could 
believe it. They flooded 
coffee shops and cafes - 
and no one in stars and 
stripes was expecting to 
be eating humble pie.

Caitlin Edberg from 
North Carolina, was 
one of many support-
ers who predicted that 
US team would win ‘The 
Tour de Four’ - after 
winning three previous 
World Cups. “The Amer-
icans like winners and 
this team does it bet-
ter than most,” she told 
the Guardian. One of 
her friends then denied 
the team was arrogant. 
“We’re not - we just don’t 
lose,” he said.

England hit back 
through Ellen White to 
equalise. Yet America 
responded again when 
their captain Alex Mor-
gan celebrated her 30th 
birthday by scoring what 
turned out the winner. As 
she pretended to drink a 

couple of tea, the US fans 
serenaded her by singing 
Happy Birthday.

At that stage the US 
were dominating but as 
they sat back, England 
started to find much 
more joy in attack. Twice 
they seemed certain 
to equalise. First when 
White put the ball into 
the net only for it to be 
ruled out after a video re-
view. Then when White 
was adjudged to have 
been fouled in the penal-
ty area – only for Hough-
ton to cuff a daisy-cutter 
that was too close to the 
American keeper Alyssa 
Naeher, who made a sim-
ple save.

England’s inability 
to find the net from 12 
yards had killed them, 
just like it has so many 
times in the past.

Afterwards Neville 
urged his players not to 
be too downhearted. “We 
will learn how to win,” 
he insisted. “It doesn’t 
happen overnight but we 
will get there. That will 
inspire the kids to go out 
there and buy a pair of 
football boots. If we can 
keep replicating this eu-
phoria and momentum 
we will be one of the best 
in the world.”

Of course there is still 
some way to go, especial-
ly when it comes to the 
bigger picture. Last sea-
son average attendanc-
es for the Woman’s Su-
per League were under 
1,000, after all. But on 
a day were Brexit party 
MEPs turned their backs 
in the European parlia-
ment on hearing Ode To 
Joy, Neville’s team have 
presented an alluring 
vision of a better En-
gland. One that embrac-
es the thrill of the new 
rather than fall backs on 
ancient prejudices.

And while this defeat 
will fester for some time, 
England’s women have 
arguably done something 
more important than lift-
ing a trophy. By winning 
over so many hearts and 
minds they have surely 
sowed the seeds for fu-
ture glories.

By lAlIT K JHA
Washington, Jul 3 
(PTI): Four Indian-Amer-
ican executives from two 
IT staffing companies 
have been arrested on 
charges of fraudulently 
using the H-1B visa pro-
gramme to gain an un-
fair advantage over their 
competitors, the US Jus-
tice Department has said.

The H-1B visa is a 
non-immigrant visa that 
allows US companies to 
employ foreign workers 
in speciality occupations 
that require theoretical 
or technical expertise.

Vijay Mane, 39, Ven-
kataramana Mannam, 47, 
and Fernando Silva, 53, 
from New Jersey while 
Sateesh Vemuri, 52, from 
California were each 
charged by complaint 
with one count of con-
spiracy to commit visa 
fraud, the Department of 
Justice said on Tuesday.

Vemuri made his ini-
tial appearance on July 1 
before the US Magistrate 
Judge Steven C Mannion 
in Newark federal court 
while Mannam and Silva 
appeared before the US 

Magistrate Judge Leda 
Dunn Wettre in Newark 
federal court on June 25. 
Mane appeared before 
Judge Wettre on June 27.

All accused were re-
leased on USD 250,000 
bond, the Department of 
Justice said.

The conspiracy 
charge carries a maxi-
mum potential penalty of 
five years in prison and a 
USD 250,000 fine.

According to the 
Department of Justice, 
Mane, Mannam, and Ve-
muri controlled two IT 
staffing companies-- Pro-
cure Professionals Inc 
and Krypto IT Solutions 
Inc-- located in Middle-
sex County, New Jersey. 

Similarly, Silva and 
Mannam also controlled 
another New Jersey staff-
ing company, referred to 
in the complaint as ‘Cli-
ent A’.

They used Procure 
and Krypto to recruit for-
eign nationals and spon-
sor them for H-1B visas, 
which allow recipients to 
live and work temporar-
ily in the US in positions 
requiring specialised 

skills. To expedite their 
visa applications, the de-
fendants caused Procure 
and Krypto to file H-1B 
applications falsely as-
serting that the foreign 
worker/beneficiaries 
had already secured po-
sitions at Client A, when, 
in reality, no such po-
sitions existed, federal 
prosecutors alleged.

Instead, they used 
these fraudulent appli-
cations to build a bench 
of job candidates already 
admitted to the United 
States, who could then be 
hired out immediately to 
client companies without 
the need to wait through 
the visa application pro-
cess, giving the defen-
dants an advantage over 
their competitors in the 
staffing industry. 

The charges against 
the four comes amid a 
crackdown on the H-1B 
programme by the ad-
ministration of President 
Donald Trump, which 
has taken aim at out-
sourcers and IT staffing 
companies, and dramati-
cally increased the rate of 
rejection for H-1B visas.

Phil Neville calls for ‘smiles not tears’ 
after England’s World Cup ends

louiSe taYlor
theGuardian

Phil Neville said he 
wanted “smiles not 

tears” after England’s 
third successive semi-fi-
nal defeat in a major 
tournament was leav-
ened by the sense 
that the Lionesses 
are extremely close to 
catching up with the 
world’s best.

“I’ve no regrets and 
I have to say it was the 
most enthralling 90 
minutes I’ve been in-
volved in as a manager,” 
said England’s coach 
after the spirited 2-1 
defeat to an admittedly 
superior USA team.

Refusing to be 
cowed, his side missed 
a late chance to take the 
game into extra-time 
when Steph Houghton, 
their captain and key 
centre-half, had a penal-
ty saved. “Steph was the 
best penalty-taker on 
the pitch,” said Neville, 
defending the decision 
not to give the kick to a 
striker. “We’ve worked 
on that decision for six 
months but you score 
some and you miss 
some. We’ve shown 
we’re getting close to 
the US, to the defend-
ing champions, we’re 
knocking at the door.

He raised a smile by 
entering the post match 
debrief and declaring: 
“I need a beer – shall 
we share?” but said it 
would take 48 hours 
for his Lionesses “to get 
over their disappoint-
ment” before prepar-
ing for Saturday’s third 
place play-off in Nice 
against either the Neth-
erlands or Sweden.

“No words can make 
the players feel better 
but the way they played 
filled me with pride 
and joy,” said Neville. “I 
wanted to see smiles not 
tears. But we now have 
to  produce a  perfor-
mance in  Nice .  I ’ve 
moved on already 
and I ’m already 
looking forward to 
Saturday’s game.”

If his side repli-
cate similar effort to 
last night they will be 
in with a chance. “We 
said before the game 
we wanted to leave our 
hearts and souls on that 
pitch and they did, they 
gave everything,” said 
Neville, who saw Mil-
lie Bright sent off deep 
in the second half for a 
second yellow card and 
Ellen White have a goal 
disallowed for the tight-
est of offsides. “We’ve 
gone toe-to-toe with the 
best team in the world, 
the USA showed great 
experience at the end 
with taking the ball into 
the corner.

“We went down to 10 
and we’ve just probably 
run out of steam but I 
asked them to play foot-
ball the way that I want-
ed them to play and they 
did. We’ve come to this 
tournament, we’ve done 
our very best. We’ve not 
left anything in that dress-
ing room and I’ve told 
them that there should 
be no tears tonight. We 
should be proud, we’ve 
touched the hearts of the 
nation back home and 
they’ve left their hearts 
on that football field so 
I’m happy.”

He was not about to 
complain about White’s 

goal but did not agree 
with Bright’s dismissal. 
“It was offside,” he said. 
“And we’ve had deci-
sions go our way too. 
But I thought the ref-
eree wasn’t in control 
of the game and Millie 
[Bright] shouldn’t have 
been sent off.

“Steph’s had an in-
credible year and she’s 
an amazing player,” he 
added. “She’ll deal with 
the penalty miss and 
she’ll be upset and dis-
appointed. But she’s 
been phenomenal. Los-
ing tonight is football, 
it’s sport, we’ll pick our-
selves up, go again and 
win the bronze medal. 
My players won’t let me 
down because they nev-
er have done.”

Along the way the Li-
onesses have won mul-
tiple hearts and minds 
but Neville refused to 
regard this as consola-
tion. “No it’s not really 
a consolation,” he said. 
“That’s for other people 
to enjoy, for us its about 
winning. I can’t say we 
were unlucky because 
my players don’t want 
to hear that.

“They’re sick of los-
ing semi-finals, I’m sick 
of it, we want to win. 
The difference was the 
US knows how to win. 
Their game manage-
ment was spectacular. 
In the post-match hud-
dle I told them I didn’t 
want tears because we’d 
lost the way I wanted us 
to play. With courage. 
We can have no regrets. 
We gave it our all and 
we’ve had the best 46 
days of our life at the 
best World Cup ever. We 
don’t want it to end.”

Birmingham, Jul 3 (PTI): 
Batting great Sachin 
Tendulkar did not find 
anything wrong with Ma-
hendra Singh’s approach 
in the World Cup clash 
against Bangladesh as he 
felt the former captain 
put his team first.

Tendulkar’s latest 
opinion was strikingly 
different from his criti-
cism of the former cap-
tain a few days ago when 
he questioned the “lack 
of intent” during a simi-
lar knock against Afghan-
istan.

Dhoni, whose 35 off 
33 balls at the death 
saw India score only 
63 runs in the last 10 
overs against Bangla-
desh here on Tuesday, 
was slammed by fans on 
social media for his slow 
knock but Tendulkar said 
it was an important in-
nings for India.

“I felt it was an im-
portant innings and he 
(Dhoni) did exactly what 
was right for the team. If 
he stays till the 50th over, 
he can help other guys 
around him. He is ex-
pected to do that and he 
did that,” Tendulkar told 
‘India Today’.

India posted a 28-run 

win over Bangladesh to 
book a semifinal berth in 
the World Cup, and Ten-
dulkar applauded Dhoni 
for his commitment to-
wards the team.

“For him, it is more 
about the team. Whatev-
er is the need of the hour, 
one needs to do that and 
on Tuesday, he did that 
perfectly,” the legendary 
former cricketer added.

Last week, India had 
struggled en-route their 
11-run win over Afghan-
istan and Tendulkar 
had expressed his dis-
appointment with the 
team’s slow batting dis-
play, saying Dhoni and 
Kedar Jadhav lacked pos-
itive intent during their 
tense World Cup clash.

“I felt slightly disap-
pointed, it could have 
been much better. I was 
also not happy with the 
partnership between 
Kedar and Dhoni, it was 
very slow. We batted 34 
overs of spin bowling 
and scored 119 runs.

“This was one area 
where we didn’t look 
comfortable at all. 
There was no positive 
intent,” Tendulkar had 
said after the match in 
Southampton.
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China spotlights military drill 
amid hong Kong protests

Beijing, Jul 3 (AfP): An 
army-linked newspaper 
in China has run photos 
of a week-old military 
drill in Hong Kong, a 
move analysts described 
as a warning to Beijing’s 
critics as the city grap-
ples with a wave of an-
ti-government protests.

The People’s Liber-
ation Army (PLA) has 
maintained a garrison 
in Hong Kong since the 
former British colony 
was returned to Beijing 
in 1997, but its troops 
generally keep a low pro-
file and are rarely seen in 
uniform in public.

The unit’s routine 
military exercises have 
not attracted much at-
tention in the past.

But a PLA-affiliated 
newspaper posted photos 
of the week-old military 
drill on Tuesday -- a day 
after pro-democracy pro-
testers ransacked Hong 
Kong’s legislature and left 
anti-Beijing messages on 
its walls in an unprece-
dented show of anger.

Huge rallies have 
shaken the semi-autono-
mous territory since last 
month, sparked by oppo-
sition to a bill that would 
allow extraditions to the 
Chinese mainland.

The PLA Daily said on 
its verified account on 
the Twitter-like Weibo 
platform that the joint 

exercise last Wednesday 
-- which involved ground 
forces, the navy and the 
air force -- were aimed at 
“reviewing and raising the 
units’ combat abilities in 
emergency dispatches”.

The photos showed 
Chinese soldiers point-
ing automatic rifles on 
a boat, a PLA helicopter, 
and warships.

“The intention of this 
exercise is obvious. It is 
to warn the Hong Kong 
independence elements 
and to deter foreign in-
terference in Hong Kong 
affairs,” said Ni Lexiong 

of the Shanghai National 
Defence Strategy Insti-
tute. “If things develop 
to a more extreme lev-
el, and if the Hong Kong 
government isn’t able to 
cope with the situation, 
the central government 
may use troops.” 

Zhu Yonghua, a na-
val commander involved 
in the exercise, told the 
Communist Party mouth-
piece People’s Daily that 
the drills will help im-
prove the Chinese mili-
tary’s ability to “help the 
Hong Kong government 
protect the lives and 

property of its citizens”. 
Beijing on Tuesday 

called for a criminal 
investigation into the 
storming of the Hong 
Kong legislature, which 
it described as a “blatant 
challenge” to the “one 
country, two systems” 
policy that has given the 
city its semi-autonomous 
status for 22 years. Chi-
na has also lashed out 
against “foreign interfer-
ence” in Hong Kong.

“The announcement 
of the PLA exercise by 
China’s state media is a 
not-so-subtle message 

to Hong Kong and the 
world that China would 
ultimately be willing to 
resort to force in order 
to secure its interests in 
Hong Kong,” said Adam 
Ni, a researcher on Chi-
nese foreign and security 
policy at Macquarie Uni-
versity in Australia.

The Chinese military 
received official owner-
ship of a piece of prime 
Hong Kong waterfront 
land Saturday, which 
will allow its warships 
to berth in the city’s 
famed Victoria Harbour 
in future.

New EU leaders 
will not change 
course on 
Brexit: Tusk
Brussels, Jul 3 (AfP): 
Senior EU chiefs on Tues-
day warned Britain the 
bloc’s new leadership 
would not change course 
and offer concessions on 
the Brexit deal struck 
with London. European 
Council President Don-
ald Tusk said Tuesday he 
was “absolutely sure” the 
new leaders chosen after 
marathon summit talks 
would not waver.

Both men running to 
succeed British Prime 
Minister Theresa May 
-- Boris Johnson and 
Jeremy Hunt -- say they 
want to renegotiate 
the divorce agreement 
thrashed out with the 
EU. But after EU leaders 
agreed to nominate Ger-
man Defence Minister 
Ursula von der Leyen to 
take over as head of the 
European Commission in 
November, Tusk warned 
London that a change in 
personnel did not mean 
a change of approach.

“I am absolutely sure 
that the new leaders of 
our institutions will be 
as consistent as we are 
today when it comes to 
the withdrawal agree-
ment and our readiness 
to discuss our future re-
lationship with the UK,” 
Tusk said. If approved 
by the European Parlia-
ment, von der Leyen will 
take office on November 
1 -- the day after Britain 
is currently due to leave 
the bloc. Front-runner 
Johnson and his chal-
lenger Hunt have both 
vowed to leave on time 
come what may, raising 
the prospect that the 
German’s first task in of-
fice will be to deal with a 
chaotic “no deal” Brexit.

Brexit has been post-
poned twice already as 
May struggled to get her 
deal approved by parlia-
ment -- which has now 
rejected it three times. 

trump administration decides not to include 
citizenship question in 2020 Census

Trump touts July 4 military 
‘salute’; critics see politics

Washington, Jul 3 (AP): 
President Donald Trump 
marshaled tanks, bomb-
ers and other machinery 
of war on Tuesday for a 
Fourth of July celebration 
that traditionally is light 
on military might, while 
critics accused him of us-
ing America’s military as 
a political prop.

Under White House 
direction, the Pentagon 
was scrambling to ar-
range for an Air Force B-2 
stealth bomber and other 
warplanes to conduct fly-
overs of the celebration 
on the National Mall. 
There will be Navy F-35 
and F-18 fighter jets, the 
Navy Blue Angels aerial 
acrobatics team, Army 
and Coast Guard heli-
copters and Marine V-22 
Ospreys.

A small number of 
60-ton Army Abrams 
battle tanks were sent to 
Washington by rail to be 
positioned on or near the 
National Mall, though the 
District of Columbia gov-
ernment fired back with 
its own verbal salvo.

“Tanks, but no tanks,” 
it tweeted, adding that 
the Pentagon itself said 
last year that a tank’s 
steel tracks could dam-
age city roadways. Also 
scheduled to make ap-
pearances over the Mall 
are the presidential Air 
Force One and Marine 
One aircraft.

Trump, casting the 
extravaganza as a “Salute 
to America,” tweeted on 
Tuesday that military 
leaders are “thrilled” to 
participate. If so, they 
were hiding it well.  Pen-
tagon officials referred 
questions to the White 
House. Military officials 
would not even say on 
the record whether Gen. 
Joseph Dunford, chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, plans to attend.

“Military Leaders are 
thrilled to be doing this 
& showing to the Ameri-
can people, among other 
things, the strongest and 
most advanced Military 
anywhere in the World,” 
Trump tweeted. “Incred-
ible Flyovers & biggest 
ever Fireworks!” “This 
is raw politicization,” 
countered Loren Dejonge 
Schulman, a senior fellow 
at the Center for a New 
American Security and 
a Pentagon and White 
House official during the 

Obama administration.
She said in an email 

exchange that Trump’s 
use of the military ap-
pears to be less about 
honoring the men and 
women serving in uni-
form than about trying to 
“brag to and humor” his 
political cronies.

Rep. Betty McCollum 
complained, “Mr. Trump 
is hijacking the celebra-
tion and twisting it into 
a taxpayer-funded, par-
tisan political rally that’s 
more about promoting 
a Trumpian cult of per-
sonality than the spirit of 
American independence 
and freedom. 

The Minnesota Dem-
ocrat, who chairs the 
Interior Appropriations 
subcommittee, said the 
Interior Department and 
the Pentagon have not 
answered multiple re-
quests for details on how 
much the event will cost.

White House officials 
sought to counter the 
criticism by stressing 
that the president would 
deliver a patriotic speech 
at the Lincoln Memorial 
during an event that he 
has billed as honoring 
the U.S. armed forces.

The administration 
undercut its own asser-
tion of it being a nonpo-
litical event, however, 
when senior presidential 
adviser Kellyanne Con-
way said the speech will 
highlight “the success 
of this administration 
in opening up so many 
jobs for individuals, what 
we’ve done for veterans,” 
in addition to celebrating 
democracy, patriotism 
and the military.

A fundamental fea-
ture of the military’s role 
in American democracy 
is its insulation from pol-
itics, which is meant to 
ensure the armed forc-
es’ loyalty to the Consti-
tution rather than to an 
individual elected leader.

That is why, for ex-
ample, members of the 
military are not allowed 
to participate in politi-
cal campaigns, and why 
Trump’s first defense sec-
retary, Jim Mattis, slow-
rolled a White House 
plan for a Veterans Day 
military parade last year. 
Muscular military dis-
plays of the kind that are 
common in authoritar-
ian countries like China 
and North Korea are not 

quintessentially Amer-
ican, although military 
bands and honor guards 
customarily participate 
in holiday parades and 
warplanes sometimes 
are used in flyovers at big 
sporting events. 

The US traditionally 
has not embraced showy 
exhibitions of raw mili-
tary power as a claim of 
international prestige 
and influence. Trump 
had wanted a military 
parade of tanks and oth-
er equipment in Wash-
ington after he watched 
a military parade on Bas-
tille Day in Paris in 2017. 
His plan eventually was 
scuttled, partly because 
of cost, though he appar-
ently held on to the idea. 
Local officials objected at 
that time, too.

A ticket-only area in 
front of the Lincoln Me-
morial is being set aside 
for VIPs, including mem-
bers of Trump’s family, 
friends and members of 
the military, the White 
House said.

The Republican Na-
tional Committee is dis-
tributing a “small num-
ber” of tickets to the 
event, which it says is 
standard practice and 
follows what the Dem-
ocratic National Com-
mittee did under Demo-
cratic presidents. How-
ever, those were small-
er events at the White 
House, for example, and 
not major productions 
taking over the National 
Mall. David Lapan, a re-
tired Marine colonel and 
former senior spokes-
man at the Pentagon 
and the Department of 
Homeland Security, said 
enlisting troops for a 
Fourth of July event in 
the nation’s capital only 
adds to their stress.

“After 18-plus years of 
war, we have asked a lot of 
our military and their fam-
ilies, and they have sacri-
ficed,” Lapan said. “Let’s 
give them a day off rather 
than a day on for this hol-
iday.” Some Democrats in 
Congress objected to what 
they saw as Trump’s polit-
ical motives.

“Most shameful of all 
is the fact that our mili-
tary is being co-opted for 
a gratuitous display of 
strength by a command-
er in chief who relishes 
the attention of dictators 
and despots,” she said. 

By lAlIT K JHA
Washington, Jul 3 (PTI): 
The Trump administra-
tion has dropped a con-
troversial plan to add a 
question about citizen-
ship status on the 2020 
census, marking a major 
victory for civil rights 
groups who argued that 
such a move would deter 
immigrants from taking 
part in the once-a-de-
cade population count.

The Trump adminis-
tration’s decision comes 
just days after the Su-
preme Court blocked ef-
forts to include the ques-
tion, ruling that the gov-
ernment’s justification 
seemed “contrived”.

The White House ar-
gued it would bolster 
protections for minority 
voters. But opponents 
said it would deter im-
migrant households from 
taking part in the popula-
tion count.

They said that the cit-
izenship question, which 
has not been included 
since 1950, would drive 
many immigrants to 
avoid answering out of 
fear of being caught up 
in Trump’s crackdown on 
illegal immigration. 

Commerce Secretary 
Wilbur Ross, who orig-
inally directed the Cen-
sus Bureau to add the 
question, said in a state-
ment that he was moving 
ahead with printing the 
2020 census despite his 
disagreement with the 
court’s ruling last week.

“I respect the Su-
preme Court but strongly 
disagree with its ruling 
regarding my decision 
to reinstate a citizenship 
question on the 2020 
Census,” Ross said.

“The Census Bureau 
has started the process 
of printing the decennial 
questionnaires without 
the question. My focus, 
and that of the Bureau 
and the entire Depart-

ment is to conduct a 
complete and accurate 
census,” he said. 

Last week, the Su-
preme Court temporarily 
blocked the citizenship 
question and said the 
government had not pro-
vided adequate justifica-
tion for it.

President Donald 
Trump initially touted 
the idea of delaying the 
census to allow time to 
provide new legal ar-
guments.

In a series of later 
tweets, President Trump 
said it was “a very sad 
time for America”.

“A very sad time for 
America when the Su-
preme Court of the Unit-
ed States won’t allow a 
question of “Is this per-
son a Citizen of the Unit-
ed States? to be asked 
on the #2020 Census! 
Going on for a long 
time,” he tweeted.

The move was wel-
comed by the opposi-
tion Democratic party 
leaders. 

Nancy Pelosi, Speaker 
of the US House of Rep-
resentatives, termed the 
decision as a welcom-
ing development for the 
country’s democracy.

“House Democrats 
will be vigilant to ensure 
a full, fair and accurate 
Census.We will continue 
to advance strong legis-
lation to secure critical 

funding to guarantee 
maximum participation 
and inclusion so that 
every person in every 
community is counted, 
she said.

Senate Minority lead-
er Chuck Schumer said 
the exclusion of citizen-
ship question from the 
census is a victory for 
the US democracy and 
for fair representation 
of all communities in 
this country.

“The Trump adminis-
tration’s politically-mo-
tivated efforts to under-
mine the Constitution 
in this instance were so 
reprehensible that even 
the conservative Su-
preme Court couldn’t let 
them get away with it. 
Democrats in Congress 
will be watching the 
Trump administration 
like a hawk to ensure 
there is no wrong-doing 
throughout this process 
and that every single per-
son is counted, he said.

I n d i a n - A m e r i c a n 
Vanita Gupta, president 
and CEO of the Leader-
ship Conference Educa-
tion Fund, said that this 
is a victory for all those 
who fought so hard 
against this partisan 
ploy to weaponise the 
census and rig Ameri-
can democracy.

“Now we double 
down on the work to 
ensure a fair and accu-

rate count. We remain 
particularly committed 
to ensuring that hard-
to-count communities, 
especially those under-
standably fearful of this 
administration’s motives, 
take part in the next cen-
sus,” she said.

Gupta also said the 
census without the con-
troversial citizenship 
question will ensure ev-
eryone is counted. 

“Through our cen-
sus counts campaign, 
and alongside our allies, 
we will stay focused on 
making sure everyone is 
counted so that all of our 
country’s communities 
get the representation 
and resources they de-
serve,” Gupta said.

Elijah Cummings, 
chairman of the House 
committee on Oversight 
and Reform, said that 
he felt encouraged that 
administration offi-
cials dropped President 
Trump’s unconstitu-
tional plan to postpone 
the Census just because 
he lost the Supreme 
Court case.

“The Trump Admin-
istration put our country 
through more than a year 
of wasted time and 
squandered resources 
-- all in the service of 
an illegal attempt to 
add a discriminatory 
question based on a 
pretext,” he said.

Steve Choi, executive 
director of the New York 
Immigration Coalition, 
said President Trump 
tried to politicise the up-
coming Census 2020 in a 
naked effort to instill fear 
in immigrants and com-
munities of colour. 

“But the Supreme 
Court of the US agreed 
with us, and today the 
Trump administration 
admitted defeat by re-
moving this ridiculous 
citizenship question,” 
he said.
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COFFEE CRAZE!  The actress, Lucy Hale gets her 
caffeine fix with some iced beverages in Los Angeles.
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ARIES: Today’s solar (new moon) eclipse 
in Cancer expands your concept of home 
and family. Can you find refuge in the 
empowering support of your closest 
friends? A chosen family CAN be like 
blood. Does the local coffee shop feel 
more comforting than your own apart-
ment? If so, this lunar liftoff could spur 
you into redecorating mode.   
TAURUS: Stick to nearby pastures, Bull! 
Today’s revelatory solar (new moon) 
eclipse in Cancer supercharges your third 
house of friendship and local affairs. Why 
schlep out to some far-flung locale when 
there’s more than enough fun to be had 
in your own zip code? Invite a neighbor 
or potential BFF over for mimosas and a 
walking tour of your ‘hood. 
GEMINI: Bring on the wellness renais-
sance! Today, a solar (new moon) eclipse 
in Cancer rocks your sixth house of heal-
ing and detoxification. You’ve been hella 
busy, Aquarius, but skipping workouts 
and grabbing junk food on the run hasn’t 
done much to fuel your productivity. Start 

setting up new systems that will lead to a 
more balanced existence.  
CANCER: Ask, believe, receive. Today, 
the soulful moon unites with intuitive 
Neptune in Pisces and your broad-mind-
ed ninth house. This is the day to imagine 
what you want, because you can magne-
tize your dreams to you through creative 
visualization. The ninth house is all about 
expansion, so don’t just aim for the “safe,” 
low-hanging fruit. Go bigger, Cancer! 
Feeling out of touch with your power to 
manifest? Try writing up a gratitude list. 
When you recall all the things you’re 
thankful for, you’ll begin to attract more 
abundance.
LEO: You SAY that you want happiness, 
love and freedom, but do you actually be-
lieve that your desires are possible, Leo? 
Today’s moon-Neptune conjunction in your 
mystical eighth house encourages you to ex-
amine your own limiting beliefs. Since you 
may need tangible proof to REALLY change 
your mind, hunt for people who are living 
the life you want for yourself.  

VIRGO: Relationships can be hard work, 
we know, we know. But they can also be 
a haven from stress and struggle so stop 
telling yourself that you don’t need peo-
ple. Today, the moon and compassionate 
Neptune align in Pisces and your partner-
ship house. The tranquilizing effect can be 
beneficial to your bonds with the ones who 
matter most. Soften your stance with your 
partner, and be gentler in your interactions 
with close friends.  
LIBRA: Arm candy can be fun to play with, 
but you need more than empty calories to 
satisfy your romantic appetite. On Saturday, 
reserve your final rose for someone with 
style AND substance. It’s a lot easier to teach 
someone the finer points of fashion than it is 
to imbue them with a great character. With the 
right raw materials—a caring heart, a sense of 
integrity, compatible interests—you’ll have 
more than enough to work with.   
SCORPIO: Still musing over the week-
end’s romantic escapades? Don’t rush to 
“back to business” mode. Today, the moon 
and quixotic Neptune embrace in your 

fifth house of passion, adding a sensual 
spin to your agenda. An attraction could 
spark, or you could be feeling especially 
amorous. Nobody to sidle up to (yet)? Get 
glamorous for yourself, Scorpio. 
SAGITTARIUS: Home is where your 
heart is today, as the moon conjoins with 
sensual Neptune in your domestic fourth 
house. If you must trek into the office, 
bring the cozy vibes with you. Keep an 
open-door policy so coworkers can plop 
down and share tales of their weekends. 
(That expense report can wait).
CAPRICORN: Power to your partnerships, 
Capricorn! Today’s solar (new moon) eclipse 
in Cancer and your relationship zone could 
bring an unexpected collaboration to life. Your 
best duos will become even MORE dynamic 
while unhealthy alliances could suddenly go 
poof! Searching for a sidekick? Instead of a 
clone, consider an attractive and understand-
ing “opposite” who complements your natural 
gifts. If you’ve already found your one-and-
only, use today to plot out the next big-picture 
mission you want to achieve as a pair. Just 

make sure you leave room for spontaneity and 
surprises—a gift eclipses bring.    
AQUARIUS:  Bring more intimacy to your 
exchanges Saturday and don’t be afraid to bare 
your soul. Thanks to a cozy alignment between 
the moon and Venus, conversations could 
quickly accelerate from weather talk to tales 
from your recent vacation and latest dating es-
capades. Don’t just entertain; investigate! Peo-
ple will be warmed by your interest in what’s 
bubbling below the surface in their lives. Plan 
for a languid movie night or a dinner date with 
a favorite plus-one. 
PISCES: Is a love story brewing, Pisces…
or perhaps reaching a new climax? As a solar 
(new moon) eclipse in Cancer heats up your 
fifth house of innovation and love, passion 
could be percolating in unexpected places. If 
you’re single, throw any preconceived notions 
about your “type” out the window. This lunar 
lift could recalibrate your romantic GPS. Cou-
pled up? Bring some fresh moves (and new 
toys) into the bedroom. Be bold with your pil-
low talk, whether the topic is blindfolding each 
other or making babies.  

Anthony LaPaglia to feature in 
crime drama ‘Halifax: Retribution’

Acting a younger 
man’s game: Brad Pitt

My enemies keep exposing 
themselves: Kangana

Broadway musical on Neil 
Diamond in development

Jillian Bell joins ‘Bill & 
Ted Face the Music’

New york, Jul 3 (PTI): A musical, based on the life of veter-
an singer-songwriter Neil Diamond, is heading to Broadway. 

The biographical musical will be derived from a book 
by three-time Oscar nominee Anthony McCarten. Tony 
winner Michael Mayer will direct, reported Variety.

The show will also incorporate Diamond’s hit tracks 
such as “If You Know What I Mean”, “Longfellow Sere-
nade”, “America” and “Yesterday’s Songs”, among others.

“I’ve always loved Broadway. The inspiration for many 
of my early songs came from shows like ‘West Side Sto-
ry’, ‘My Fair Lady’, and ‘Fiddler on the Roof’, so it seems 
only fitting to bring my songs to ‘The Great White Way’. 
I’m honoured and excited to be working with this great 
team,” Diamond said.

The musical will be produced by Ken Davenport 
alongside the Four Seasons’ Bob Gaudio.

los Angeles, Jul 3 (PTI): 
Jillian Bell has boarded the 
cast of “Bill & Ted Face the 
Music”.

According to The Holly-
wood Reporter, the “Work-
aholics” star will play a 
couples therapist in the 
third installment of the sci-
fi franchise.

Original stars Keanu 
Reeves and Alex Winter 
will reprise their roles as 
Theodore ‘Ted’ Logan and 
William ‘Bill’ S Preston 
Esq, respectively.

William Sadler, who 
played the Grim Reaper 
in the second film of the 
series “Bill and Ted Bogus 
Journey” (1991), is also 

coming back for the thre-
equel. The cast includes 
Brigette Lundy-Paine and 
Samara Weaving, who will 
play daughters of Reeves’ 
Ted and Winter’s Bill.

Also on board are An-
thony Carrigan, Scott Mes-
cudi (‘Kid Cudi’), Beck Ben-
nett, Erinn Hayes, Jayma 
Mays, Amy Stoch and Hal 
Landon Jr.

Dean Parisot is direct-
ing from original creators 
Chris Matheson and Ed 
Solomon’s script.

Production on the mov-
ie is underway.

“Bill & Ted Face the Mu-
sic” is scheduled to be re-
leased on August 21, 2020.

Melbourne, Jul 3 (PTI): Holly-
wood star Brad Pitt is making 
way for younger and newer 
actors to play the lead role in 
films as he believes one must 
mature in roles with age.

The actor, who returns 
in front of the camera with 
“Once Upon A Time In Holly-
wood”, said he is enjoying his 
role as a producer.

“I’m behind the camera 
on the producing side and 
I enjoy that a lot. But I keep 
doing less and less. I real-
ly believe that overall it’s a 
younger man’s game not that 
there aren’t substantial parts 
for older characters I just 
feel, the game itself, it’ll move 
on naturally. There will be a 
natural selection to it all,” Pitt 

told GQ Australia.
The 55-year-old star said 

the influx of streaming plat-
forms has led to finding a 
pool of talent and he believes 
interesting times lie ahead.

“I’m curious to see what 
the future is, what shape it 
takes. I really appreciate the 
streaming services because 
we’re seeing more and more 
quality projects being made. 
We’re seeing more writers 
and directors and actors get-
ting a shot. It just tells you 
how many talented people 
are out there.

“I like to think there’s 
room for both. But I could 
be a dinosaur and not even 
know it, man. And the comet 
could be on the way,” he said.

Mumbai, Jul 3 (PTI): Kangana Ranaut 
says rather than her working to expose 
people, it is her enemies who keep do-
ing the job for the actor. Over the years, 
the actor has publicly called out promi-
nent people from Bollywood, including 
Karan Johar, Ranbir Kapoor and Alia 
Bhatt among others, over issues ranging 
from nepotism to lack of po-
litical temperament.  Kangana 
has also been in a widely re-
ported public spat with actor 
Hrithik Roshan. 

Asked if she would be ex-
posing more people, the actor 
said she has a different take 
on it.  “It isn’t that I expose 
anyone, sometimes people 
expose themselves casually. I 
keep it very light, I talk about 
common sense. As I say about 
my enemies, what do they 
need me for, they work hard 
on exposing themselves so 
badly,” Kangana told report-
ers on Tuesday.

She was speaking at the 
trailer launch of her next, 
“Judgementall Hai Kya”. Directed by 
Prakash Kovelamudi, the thriller also 
features Rajkummar Rao. 

In 2016, Kangana and Hrithik 
slapped each other with legal notices. 
Kangana claimed they had a relation-
ship and he had promised to marry her. 

Hrithik, however, denied it and said 
they were just work colleagues and also 
demanded a public apology from the 
“Queen” star. 

Kangana said the phase between 
2016-2017 was when she was shamed 
and called mentally unstable. 

“There was a phase in my life where 
people tried to openly shame me by say-
ing I’ve a mental illness, I’m on medica-
tion. Hence I am claiming things. I had 

answered that as well with a ‘so what?’ 
Even though I am not on any medica-
tion, I wouldn’t have been embarrassed 
if I was.  “When Kanika Dhillon (writer) 
narrated this role to me, I thought it 
was my story. If that phase hadn’t come 
and I had heard the story then, maybe 
I wouldn’t have considered it an issue 

- a girl being called mentally unstable,” 
she added.  The actor said although she 
related to the film but doesn’t take be-
ing called unstable as a compliment or 
humiliation.  “I neither take it as a com-
pliment or humiliation if people think of 
me as Jhansi ki Rani or Mental, or Tanu 
or Datto,” she added, citing characters 
from her films.  Kangana said when she 
left her house to make a mark in Bolly-
wood, the only thing she had was faith. 

“To keep the 
ability to continue 
to trust people is 
very healthy. You’ll 
be finished without 
that ability if you 
don’t trust people 

or don’t have faith in life. If you live in 
constant insecurity of being betrayed, 
cheated, you’re already finished. I work 
a lot to keep the ability on a high scale.” 

The film was initially titled “Men-
tal Hai Kya” and was at the receiving 
end with many people calling the title 
derogatory and insensitive to mental-

ly-challenged persons. Members of the 
Indian Psychiatric Society (IPS) had 
written a letter to the Central Board 
of Film Certification (CBFC) seeking 
a change in the title, stating that they 
find it derogatory and demeaning to 
the mentally ill. Balaji Telefilms, film’s 
producer, later changed the title due to 
objections.

Kangana said the CBFC was extreme-
ly cooperative with the film’s team.  

los Angeles, Jul 3 (PTI): Actors Anthony 
LaPaglia and Jessica Marais are set to star 
alongside Rebecca Gibney in Australian dra-
ma series “Halifax: Retribution”.

According to Variety, the story focuses on 
forensic psychiatrist Jane Halifax.

The series first aired on Australian free-
TV network Nine in the 1990s and early 
2000s. The network has resurrected the Mel-
bourne-set show, with production getting un-
derway this month, on location.

In the new series, after years on the po-
lice frontline, Halifax has made a new career 
as a university professor. She has to return 
to the field when a serial sniper starts ter-
rorising Melbourne, and she finds herself to 
be one of his targets.

“’Halifax’ has a rich and revered heritage 
and I am very much looking forward to work-
ing opposite the legend that is Rebecca Gib-
ney in this latest iteration,” LaPaglia said.

Gibney said she is looking forward to play-
ing Halifax. 

“I am beyond excited to be breathing new 
life into Jane Halifax as she was and still is 
one of my favourite characters, and I always 
believed there was so much more we could 
explore with her. 

“Having grown as a woman and hopefully 
as an actor over the last 20 years I’m really 
looking forward to exploring Jane’s world 
from a new perspective,” Gibney added.

Series creator Roger Simpson is returning 
as writer and producer.


