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Golay and Bhaichung discuss issues of 
Sikkim, con ident of positive alliance

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 15 J :

Sikkim Krantikari 
Morcha president, 

PS Tamang [Golay], and 
Hamro Sikkim Party vice 
president, Bhaichung 
Bhutia, sat in a closed 
door meeting here to-
day and emerged con i-
dent that the two parties 
could work together for 
Sikkim. The meeting last-
ed for around 40 minutes 
and the two are report-
ed to have discussed 
many issues concerning 
Sikkim and explore the 
possibility of an alliance 
for Election 2019.

Speaking to me-
dia-persons after the 
meeting, the SKM pres-
ident said that it was a 
very positive meeting. 

“We will work to-
gether for the people 

of Sikkim. We talked 
about taking forward 
our programmes for the 
people of Sikkim. We 
talked about the issues 
of Sikkim. We are meet-
ing again on 31 January 
for the second round of 
talks,” he informed.

Mr Bhutia added, 
“The meeting was very 
positive. We had discus-
sions on many issues. We 
will meet again on 31 Jan 
along with CEC members 
of both the parties and 
take forward the talks. As 
said by Mr Golay, we will 
work together for the 
people of Sikkim”.

Asked about where 
the possibility of an elec-
toral alliance stood and 
whether the CM candi-
date was discussed, Mr 
Tamang said, “We are 
positive about the alli-

ance but it has not been 
inalized yert. We will 

have a meeting on 31 
Jan with CEC members 
on this. The discussions 
took place on the issues 
of Sikkim. There was no 
talk about CM candidate. 
Whatever discussions 
took place were on the is-
sues of Sikkim. We have 
no personal agenda. 
We will together take 
forward the issues of 
Sikkim seeing the cur-
rent situation.” 

Mr Bhutia echoed the 
same sentiments, albeit 
in a more abrasive tone. 
He said: “We have not 
come into politics to be-
come CM or MLA…only 
Chamling is doing poli-
tics for the chair, only he 
is worried about the chair, 
he is not doing politics for 
Sikkimese people. We are 

not for CM’s chair but for 
the people of Sikkim. Our 
parties are not one man 
shows, so a inal call will 
be taken by the CEC.”

Asked about wheth-
er other parties were 
also coming forward 
to explore alliances, Mr 
Tamang said that SKM 

was ready to work with 
parties which oppose 
the present system 
in Sikkim and want to 
bring change. 

Mishaps in North 
Sikkim claim two

WANGCHUK BHUTIA
MANGAN, 15 JAN:

Two persons were 
killed in a fatal road 

mishap reported here 
at Dzongu in North Sik-
kim today. 

The deceased, Tashi 
Lepcha and Sonam Lep-
cha, residents of Gnon 
basti, Lower Dzongu, 
died on the spot when 
their vehicle, a WagonR, 
plunged down around 
300ft off the road at 
Sangdong under Hee-
Gyathang GPU.

A third occupant, a 
lady, was grievously in-
jured and has been re-
ferred to Gangtok after 

irst aid at Dikchu PHC. 
The ill-fated vehicle is re-
ported to have been re-
turning from Upper Dz-
ongu when it met with 
the accident at around 
9.10 AM.

In another incident, 
a cement-laden truck 
bearing registration 
WB-73C-3897 went off 
the road at Jang village 
near Dikchu. 

The driver and the 
handy boy sustained in-
juries and have been re-
ferred to the District Hos-
pital at Singtam after irst 
aid at Dikchu PHC. The 
truck was plying to North 
Sikkim from Siliguri.Maghey Mela begins in Jorethang

JORETHANG, 15 JAN 
(IPR): The three-day 
long Jorethang Maghey 
Sankranti Mela, themed 
“connect with your soul 
a festival of culture cus-
toms and tradition,” was 
inaugurated by Speaker 
KN Rai at Jorethang play-
ground today. 

The chief guest was 
accompanied by IPR 
Minister, AKGhatani, who 

is also the Maghey Mela 
Celebration Committee 
chief patron, Ministers 
RB Subba and NK Subba, 
chairpersons, advisors 
and a strong gathering of 
people.

The Speaker irst of-
fered prayers at the Tri-
kaleshwar temple and 
then inaugurated ARO-
GYA and CATCH Mela at 
Garib Utthan Bhawan. 

He then inaugurated 
the 10th Sikkim SARAS 
Trade Fair organized by 
Sikkim Rural Livelihood 
Mission (SRLM), Rural 
Management and Devel-
opment Department at 
the main venue.

Addressing the gath-
ering, he spoke at length 
about the importance 
of this event and spoke 
in detail about the good 

governance that the 
SDF Government has 
ensured for Sikkim in 
order to uplift the living 
standard of the general 
public with such initia-
tives as the recent Ro-
jgar Mela and inaugura-
tion of a 1000-bedded 
Multi-Speciality Hospital 
at Sochyagang, Sichey. 

Additionally, he in-
formed that Janta Melas 

will be commencing from 
16 Jan from Paljor Stadi-
um and urged the public 
to take advantages of 
the benefits provided by 
the State Government. 
Moreover, the Speaker 
emphasized that the Sik-
kim State Government 
will assiduously focus 
on the positive advance-
ment of the State and its 
people.       turn to pg02

Devanshi Agarwal: Sikkim’s shooting star
SHITAL AGARWAL
G , 15 J :

Born to Sanket Agarw-
al and Sonia Agarw-

al at Singtam, Devanshi 
Agarwal, is 14 years old 
and studying at Ecole 
Globale International 
Girls School, Dehradun. 
She took up Air Ri le 
shooting sport at her 
school. Meet Devanshi 
Agarwal who made histo-
ry last August at the 17th 
Uttrakhand Open State 
Shooting Championship 
held at Poudha. She won 
ive gold medals and a 

bronze, the most by an 
individual. And this was 
only Devanshi’s second 
tournament.

Devanshi’s success 
should inspire young-
sters here and also intro-

duce the sport of shoot-
ing to the State. 

The last one and half 
years have been won-
derful for Devanshi. She 
bagged 17 medals - nine 
golds, ive silvers and 
three bronze. Her med-
als came in Inter School 
State Championships, 
CBSE Nationals held in 
Punjab and CBSE Cluster 
held at Karnal. 

She is the best shoot-
er of her school and has 
outclassed several in-
ternational participants 
from her school.

Devanshi gives cred-
it for her success to Shiv 
Lal Dogra, her coach. 

He has been a guid-
ing force behind each 
sportsperson at the 
school, she shares. 

After completing 
her early schooling at 
East Point SSS, Singtam 
and Holy Cross School, 
Gangtok she joined Ecole 
Globale International 
Girl’s School, Dehradun 
in 2017. It was her fa-
ther’s idea to introduce 
Devanshi to shooting. 
He spoke with Shiv Lal 
Dogra, Head of Depart-
ment, Sports, at her 
school, trials were ar-
ranged and she has never 
looked back since. 

Devanshi had par-
ticipated in any form of 
shooting event until join-
ing Ecole Globale Inter-
national Girls School, 
so she feels very good 
when she looks at her 
recent success.

Devanshi participates 

in 10 meters .177 (Peep 
Sight) Air Ri le events. 

It’s all about mental 
and physical strength 
while preparing for 
this particular event, 
she says.

She believes shooting 
to be a mind game; it has 
helped her in concentrat-

ing in studies too. 
“I have learned to 

manage time. I get up in 
the morning at 5AM 
for my practice and 
after that I move ahead 
with my classes in the 
afternoons. Shooting is 
also challenging in a way 
that we        turn to pg02

SKM iles FIR against CM on 
menstruation comments

SAGAR CHHETRI
GANGTOK, 15 JAN:

Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha today lodged an 

FIR against the Chief 
Minister at Sadar Tha-
na alleging that his re-
marks on menstruation 
at a party meeting on 05 
Dec were derogatory and 
outraged the modesty 
of women. It may be re-
called that while speak-
ing about untouchabil-
ity, the CM had pointed 
out how, even today, some 
women were ostracized 
when on their monthly 
menstrual cycle.

The FIR filed by the 
SKM women’s wing, 
also accuses the CM of 
making communal remarks 

against different castes 
and speaking derogatorily 
about their religious beliefs.

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 
SKM Nari Morcha [East & 
North District] reiterated 
its demand for an apol-
ogy from the CM and 
announced that they 
will continue with their 
protest until an apology 

was issued.
SKMwomen’s wing 

vice convener, Ganga 
Parsai, insisted that the 
remark was humiliat-
ing and disrespectful 
to women and also re-
jected SDF claims that 
the CM’s comment was 
to initiate a wider dis-
cussion on menstruation 
which            turn to pg02

Health services 
commitments to West dist 
have been met: Minister

SUMMIT REPORT
J , 15 J : 

Health Minister AK 
Ghatani shares that 

the State government 
has paid special attention 
to West district and im-
proving health services 
there in line with IPCS 
norms. 

He said that all the re-
quired infrastructure has 
been put in place, includ-
ing upgrading two PHSCs 
to CHCs, and necessary 
manpower deployed. The 
Minister was responding 
to SummitTimes queries 
on allegations of non-ful-
illment of commitments 

by the Health Depart-
ment. 

West district youth, 
it is informed, have ini-
tiated a “Gangtok Chalo” 
movement to protest the 
government’s failure to 
deliver on written assur-
ances given last July, in 
which the Department 
had sought 90 days to 
install all required infra-

structure including CT 
scan & sonographic ma-
chines and proper blood 
bank facilities. 

The Minister said 
that the Department has 
already installed the ul-
trasound machine and 
blood bank facilities, 
adding that it has been 
made mandatory for spe-
cialists to visit the district 
hospital once a month to 
perform required proce-
dures.

Recently, the State 
Government upgraded 
the Soreng and Dentan 
PhSCs to CHC level. 

He also informed that 
once the 50-bed AyUSH 
hospital is completed, 
West district will not face 
any dif iculties in medical 
sector. Health Secretary, 
Vishal Chauwan, told 
SummitTimes that SPSC 
has already invited appli-
cations for appointment 
of super-specialists and 
hoped that many are join-
ing the state government.  

Tonight was an 
MS classic, says 
elated Kohli
A , J  15 (PTI): 
India captain Virat Kohli 
called it an “MS classic” after 
Mahendra Singh Dhoni, with 
sixes that reminded of his 
heydays, hammered home 
the point that the inish-
er in him is still alive.

Dhoni slammed an un-
beaten 55 off 54 balls after 
Kohli laid the foundation 
for India’s series-levelling 
six-wicket victory over 
Australia in the second 
ODI with a luent century.

“There is no doubt 
that he should be a part of 
this team. Tonight was MS 
classic. He calculates the 
game so well. He takes the 
game till the end, when 
only he knows what’s go-
ing on in his mind, and he 
backs himself to hit those 
big shots at the end,” Kohli 
said at the post-match pre-
sentation ceremony.

Kohli could not take 
his team home this time but 
Dhoni and Dinesh Karthik 
(25 off 14) rose to the oc-
casion with an unbeaten 
57-run stand, helping India 
chase down a target of 299 
with four balls to spare. 
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Mr Ghatani, in turn, highlighted the various features 
of Jorethang Maghey Sankranti Mela. 

Also today, the chief guest along with the dignitar-
ies distributed proud mother schemes, free dentures, 
spectacles and hearing aids, free medicines for hy-
pertension and diabetic patients etc. 

The Mela committee also felicitated the chief 
guest for his unwavering support for the Jorethang 
Maghey Mela and work for the State. The Speaker also 
released the Jorethang Maghey Sankranti Mela, 2019 
souvenir published by the Information and Public Re-
lations Department.

Maghey Mela begins in Jorethang...

have to go for many tours missing our studies after 
which we need to catch up by taking extra classes. Our 
teachers are always willing to help us in this regard,” 
she adds.

Her dream is to represent Sikkim at the nationals 
once an association is formed by the State Govern-
ment and then to represent India in Asian Games and 
other international events. 

Devanshi recalls Tusitta Rai, another girl from Sik-
kim who is also did well in 10 mtrs .177 (Peep Sight) 
Air Pistol at National Inter School Competition. She 
believes gradually the sport will have a promising 
growth in the state too.

She follows national shooting champions closely. 
She has high regard for Abinav Bindra, Gagan Narang, 
Heena Sindhu and Jitu Rai. Each of them exchanged 
positive feedback, she says. “But it is her father who is 
my role model,” she adds. 

In her words, “He is always by my side, whether I 
am excelling or going down at times. Because of his 
constant support and love, I am where I am today, 
proudly known as a National Level shooter. It is all 
because of my Dad and my family’s constant support. 
Everybody inspires me a lot in some way or the oth-
er way, be it my lovely mother Sonia Agarwal or my 
grandmother Nirmala Devi Agarwal.”

Devanshi Agarwal...

is still used to discriminate against women. 
Ms Parsai alleged that the CM has always been 
using cheli morcha to defend him and ques-
tioned why the women’s wing of the SDF was 
turning a blind eye to what the SKM sees as an 
offensive comment. 

She also questioned the present whereabouts 
of a woman Minister and asked why the govern-
ment was not taking a medical bulletin on the 
Minister.

SKM vice-president, Chung Kipu Lepcha, East 
District Chief convener, Prabha Pradhan and Chalak 
morcha vice-president, Rajani Gurung, in turn assert-
ed that the CM should apologize for his remarks.

Nari Morcha general secretary, Pabitra Bhan-
dari, suggested the SDF cheli morcha members 
to carefully read the chapterm ‘Anek Adhyay Ma 
Beena,’ from the book ‘Afnai Maan Ka Pardesh 
Haru’ by Pravin Rai Jumeli to learn about the sit-
uation of women in Sikkim.

SKM iles FIR against CM...

SDF chelis from South District defend CM
SUMMIT REPORT
NAMCHI, 15 JAN:

The women’s wing of 
the Sikkim Demo-

cratic Front came out in 
strong condemnation of 
the manner in which the 
Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha was misrepresent-
ing SDF president, Chief 
Minister Pawan Cham-
ling’s comments on men-
struation. 

The condemnation 
was aired at a press con-
ference called by the SDF 
Cheli Morcha of South 

District here today which 
was addressed by Che-
li Convener South, Vice 
Cheli Convenors from 
different constituencies 
of South District along 
with women party work-
ers of the district. 

The issue, it may be 
recalled was taken up by 
the women’s wind of the 
SKM recently and they 
are contending that the 
CM mocked menstrua-
tion in a recent speech 
have demanded an apol-
ogy from him apart from 

iling complaints, includ-
ing an FIR accusing him 
of outraging the mod-
esty of women with hi 
comment.

The Cheli Convener 
South District, Sanju Rai, 
today countered that SKM 
was trivializing an issue 
as important as menstru-
ation by unnecessarily 
targeting the Chief Minis-
ter and using a selective 
portion of the CM’s speech 
and projecting it out of 
the context the comments 
were made in. 

Similarly, general sec-
retary, Devi Maya Baraily, 
Legal Cell of SDF party, 
said that she was one 
of the participants at 
that meeting where the 
comment was made and 
reiterated that the se-
lective use of the CM’s 
comment was being 
mischievously circu-
lated by the SKM even 
though it is obvious to 
all that the CM meant no 
offense and was in fact 
initiating a necessary 
discussion on the topic.

Cheli Morcha of ice 
bearers from all over the 
district also addressed 
the meeting, each one 
condemning SKM’s “op-
portunistic” politics of 
“misinformation” and 
each listing out the 
many policy decisions 
taken by the Chamling 
Government to ensure 
women’s empowerment 
in Sikkim to highlight 
that the CM was sensitive 
to gender issues and not 
one who will ever offend 
women’s sentiments.

Speaker inaugurate 
cooperative society

JORETHANG, 15 JAN 
(IPR): On the occasion 
of Maghey Sankran-
ti, Speaker KN Rai in-
augurated the Sikkim 
Pragatishil Nari Co-op-
erative Society Limited 
at Nandugaon today. This 

society is registered un-
der the South Co-opera-
tive Department and is 
promoted by North East 
Rural Livelihood Proj-
ect (NERLP). It is run 
by women and aims at 
generating employment 

through providing train-
ing on sewing machines, 
marketing of organic 
produce and on various 
other amenities to trans-
form the women’s life 
into a self-suf icient and 
self-reliant one.

SUF wants SDF MP to withdraw 
support for Citizenship Bill

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 15 JAN:
Sikkim United Front 
has demanded that the 
Lok Sabha MP of Sikkim 
withdraw his support to 
the Citizenship (Amend-
ment) Bill in the interest 
of the people of Sikkim. 

The party has ar-
gued that if the Act was 
implemented in Sikkim, 
it would threaten the 
rights and identity of the 
indigenous communities 
of the State.  

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 
SUF president, Narendra 
Adhikari, highlighted 
that the bill was a very 
serious and sensitive 
matter in the context of 

a small state like Sikkim 
which has the population 
of barely 7 lakh. 

Speaking on the ‘One 
Family, One Job’ scheme 
of the State government, 
Mr Adhikari stated 
that SUF welcomed the 
initiative of the State 
government to provide 
government jobs to lo-
cal youth but questioned 
the intention of the gov-
ernment on launching 
the scheme so near the 
elections. 

He also questioned 
that whether the youth of 
Sikkim have received the 
jobs on the basis of qual-
i ication and capacity. 
On the same, he alleged 
emotional exploitation 

of youth through such 
schemes.

SUF General Secre-
tary, Ramesh Khanal, de-
manded the Central OBC 
status for Chettri, Bahun, 
Newar, Jogi and Sanyasi 
communities of Sikkim. 

He further demanded 
the State Government to 
regularise the services of 
vocational and Sanskrit 
teachers in govern-
ment schools, as also 
the services of those 
working under the 
Organic Mission and na-
tional health mission. 

He also demanded 
the government to im-
mediately release the 
remaining arrears of the 
government employees.

2 arrested for killing 16 
puppies at hospital premises

Kolkata, Jan 15 (PTI): 
Two nursing students 
were arrested on Tues-
day after they apparent-
ly confessed to their in-
volvement in the killing 
of 16 puppies at a hospi-
tal premises here, an in-
cident that had outraged 
animal lovers in the city.

Acting on an FIR 
lodged on Monday, the 
police had identi ied 
some students and se-
curity guards on the 
basis of CCTV footage 
and interrogated them 
for hours.

Of them, two nurs-
ing students admitted 
to their involvement in 

the crime and they were 
arrested, Entally police 
station of icer-in-charge 
Supriyo Pal said.

On Sunday, carcasses 
of 16 puppies were found 
in plastic bags in front of a 
hostel at the state-run Nil 
Ratan Sircar (NRS) Med-
ical College and Hospital 
in Sealdah. Preliminary re-
ports had said the puppies 
were beaten to death.

The NRS hospital author-
ities, which had ordered an 
internal inquiry, said appro-
priate steps would be tak-
en against those who had 
been arrested.

Meanwhile, animal 
lovers from different 

NGOs, who had demon-
strated outside the En-
tally police station on 
Monday, continued their 
protests demanding pun-
ishment to the culprits.

Some of them turned 
restive, injuring a police-
man and damaging vehi-
cles parked outside, the 
police said.

On Sunday, an adult 
dog, who was found in a 
critical condition nearby, 
was taken away for treat-
ment by an animal lover.

Kolkata Municipal 
Corporation Deputy May-
or Atin Ghosh had said 
the civic body would also 
inquire into the incident.

Two MLAs withdraw support to 
Congress-JDS govt in Karnataka

B , J  15 
(PTI): In a blow to the 
Congress-JDS coalition 
in Karnataka, two MLAs 
Tuesday withdrew sup-
port to the government 
headed by H D Ku-
maraswamy.

H Nagesh (Indepen-
dent) and R Shankar 
(KPJP) have written to 
governor Vajubhai Vala 
conveying their decision.

In separate identical 
letters, available to the 
media here, the law-
makers said they were 
withdrawing support 
extended to the coali-
tion government of the 
Congress and the JDS 
with immediate effect.

The MLAs, who are 

now staying in a Mum-
bai hotel, requested the 
governor to take “neces-
sary action.”

Both the Congress 
and the BJP have been 
accusing each other of 
trying to lure legislators.

The BJP MLAs are 
presently camping in 
Gurgaon, amid reports 
that some Congress 
and Independent MLAs 
are staying at a hotel in 
Mumbai.

HRD to increase nearly 25 pc seats in varsities to 
implement 10 pc quota for poor in gen category

N  D , J  15 
(PTI): The HRD Ministry 
announced Tuesday that 
it will implement 10 per 
cent reservation for eco-
nomically weaker section 
of the general category 
from the 2019 academ-
ic session and increase 
around 25 per cent seats 
in higher educational in-
stitutions and universities 
across the country.

Union Human Re-
source Development 
Minister Prakash Ja-
vadekar informed that 
the decision was taken 
at a meeting of of icials 
from the ministry, Uni-
versity Grants Commis-
sion (UGC) and the All In-
dia Council of Technical 
Education (AICTE).

“The reservation will 
be implemented from 
the 2019-2020 academ-

ic session itself. Nearly 
25 per cent seats will be 
added to ensure that the 
reservation does not dis-
turb the existing quota 
for SC, ST and other cate-
gories. There are around 
40,000 colleges and 900 
universities across the 
country and supernu-
merary quota will be 
provided in these,” Ja-
vadekar told reporters.

The minister, how-
ever, did not specify the 
number of seats which 
will be added.

“The modalities are 
being worked out and 
within a week’s time we 
will have the exact num-
ber of seats that will be 
added. The operation 
manuals about how to 
implement the quota 
will be issued soon. The 
colleges and universi-

ties will also be asked 
to mention the quota in 
their prospectus as well 
and make infrastructural 
arrangements according-
ly,” he added.

Javadekar also said 
that the private universi-
ties are also ready to im-
plement the quota.

The Rajya Sabha 
on January 9 approved 
amending the Constitu-
tion to provide 10 per 
cent reservation to gen-
eral category poor in jobs 
and education, with the 
government terming the 
landmark move as “slog 
over sixes”.

The quota will be 
over and above the 
existing 50 per cent 
reservation to Sched-
uled Castes, Scheduled 
Tribes and Other Back-
ward Classes (OBCs).

JNU sedition case: Police says countrywide probe, 
voluminous records led to 3 yrs for chargesheet

N  D , J  15 
(PTI): Amid criticism 
over iling of chargesheet 
after almost three years 
in the JNU sedition case, 
the Delhi Police has said 
such cases “general-
ly take such time” as it 
involved probe spread 
across the country and 
involved voluminous re-
cords and evidence.

The police on Mon-
day iled the 1,200-page 
chargesheet at a city court 
against former Jawa-
harlal Nehru University 
Students’ Union (JNUSU) 
president Kanhaiya Ku-
mar and others, saying he 
was leading a procession 
and accused him of sup-
porting seditious slogans 
raised on the campus in 
February 2016.

Kumar and others 
have questioned the 
delay in filing of the 
charge-sheet, alleging 
that its timing just a 
few months before the 
general elections had po-

litical undertones.
A core member of 

the investigating team, 
however, said it was 
not a delay as “these 
kind of cases generally 
take such time”.

“The probe was 
spread across the coun-
try across the country. A 
lot of evidence had to be 
collected, which also in-
cluded the statement of a 
large number of accused 
and suspects as well as 
the witnesses,” he said.

He said the maximum 
time was consumed in 
the interrogation of ac-
cused/suspects and wit-
nesses of the case.

Police has also 
charged former JNU stu-
dents Umar Khalid and 
Anirban Bhattacharya 
for allegedly shouting 
anti-India slogans during 
the event held on the JNU 
campus on February 
9, 2016 to commem-
orate the hanging of 
Parliament-attack mas-

termind Afzal Guru.
In its charge sheet, 

the police has claimed 
that it has video clips to 
prove the offence which 
has been corroborated 
by the statements of the 
witnesses.

Police has alleged 
that Kumar had incited 
the mob to shout anti-In-
dia slogans.

A case was registered 
on February 11, 2016 
under sections 124A and 
120B of the IPC against 
unidenti ied persons at 
the Vasant Kunj (North) 
police station, following 
complaints from Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP) MP 
Maheish Girri and the 
Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi 
Parishad (ABVP).

The event in 2016 
had taken place despite 
the university admin-
istration cancelling the 
permission, following 
a complaint from the 
ABVP, which had termed 
it as “anti-national”.

Google doodle celebrates Patna man who 
opened irst Indian restaurant in Britain

N  D , J  15 
(PTI): Search giant Goo-
gle Tuesday celebrated 
the legacy of Patna-born 
entrepreneur Sake Dean 
Mahomed by dedicating 
a special doodle to a man 
of many talents credited 
with opening the irst In-
dian restaurant in Britain.

Mahomed also be-
came the irst Indian to 
write and publish a book 
in English (The Travels of 
Dean Mahomet, 1794).

The doodle shows 
soap powder, ginger, 
turmeric and a bottle of 
shampoo placed in the 
middle, with mint leaves 
lanking it, giving the 

doodle a virtual garnish.
An image of Ma-

homed, showing his pro-
ile is depicted on the 

bottle, which forms the 
‘O’ in the stylised letters 
of the doodle, hosted on 
a day that would have 
been his 260th birth an-
niversary.

“A man of many tal-
ents, Sake Dean Ma-
homed was an entrepre-
neur who made a name 
for himself by building 
cultural connections be-
tween India and England. 
On this day in 1794, he 
became the irst Indian 
author to publish a book 
in English and later, to 
open an Indian restau-

rant in England, ushering 
in what would become 
one of Great Britain’s 
most popular cuisines,” 
said Google on its of icial 
doodle page.

He also found success 
as the ‘shampooing sur-
geon’ of Brighton, open-
ing a spa in the British 
seaside town that attract-
ed the rich and royal.

In 1822, King George 
IV appointed Mahomed 
as his personal ‘sham-
pooing surgeon’. He con-
tinued to hold this post 
under William IV, accord-
ing to British Library.

“In 1822, Mahomed 
published ‘Shampooing; 
or Bene its resulting 
from the use of the Indian 
medicated vapour bath’. 
This medical work fea-
tured testimonies from 
his patients, as well as 
details of the treatment 
that made him famous.

“Mahomed’s decision 
to publish a work of this 
kind was canny: the book 
acted as a marketing tool 
for his unique baths in 
Brighton and capitalised 
on the early 19th centu-
ry trend for seaside spa 
treatments,” according to 
the information shared by 
the library on its website.

Born in Patna, Bihar 
in 1759, Mahomed ini-
tially served as a soldier 

in the East India Compa-
ny’s Bengal Regiment be-
fore arriving in Ireland in 
1784 with his colleague 
Captain Baker, it said, 
adding that he married 
Jane Daly.

After moving to Lon-
don in 1810 Mahomed 
established the Hindos-
tanee Coffee House at 34, 
George Street, the irst In-
dian restaurant in Britain.

“The Epicure’s Al-
manack -- an early Lon-
don restaurant guide 
-- hailed it as a place for 
nobility to enjoy hookah 
and Indian dishes of the 
highest perfection. None-
theless, Mahomed was 
forced to close his luxu-
rious restaurant in 1812 
and sought to reinvent 
himself,” according to 
the Google doodle page 
which shared the infor-
mation Tuesday.

He later moved his fam-
ily to Brighton and opened 
a spa named Mahomed’s 
Baths offering luxurious 
herbal steam baths.

“His specialty was a 
combination of a steam 
bath and an Indian ther-
apeutic massage -- a 
treatment he named 
‘shampooing’ inspired 
by the Hindi word 
champissage meaning ‘a 
head massage,” the doo-
dle page said.  
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1. Winter Crash Courses running suc-
cessfully for classes X, XII (CBSE, 
ICSE,ISC)

2. Study Materials provided according 
to the standards of the board.

3. Mock Test and Pre Board examina-

tions for the students 
4. Revision notes for the students to 

make them much more eff ective 
5. Doubt clearing Sessions held by re-

spective teachers 
6. Separate hostel facilities for boys and girls.

STUDY ZONE
Mr. Dawchung Lepcha (Chairperson) 

For further details please contact: 9002163719, 7319565616, 7432036651 
Address: P.N.G Road, Opp. City press , Gangtok

OUR COURSE OUTLINES: 

1. To give clear concept of the chapters 
2. To give the students proper guidance 

to excel in their examinations 
3. To Prepare and deliver answers eff ec-

tively and effi  ciently
4. Greater emphasis would be to excel. 
5. Last minute suggestion tips as per 

board requirements

OUR COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

ADMISSION
OPEN

FLAT AVAILABLE FOR RENT 

F ully furnished, 3 Bedroom flat 
available for rent at Church Road, 

Near Diesel Power House. Conveniently 
located by the roadside and a 5-minute 

walk from M.G. Marg. Suitable for 
Coporate Office and Guest House. 

For further details please 
Contact: 9434117687 /9083826462

NOTICE
NOTICE INVITING TENDER FOR RUNNING CANTEEN 

IN THE PREMISES OF THE DISTRICT & SESSIONS 
COURT AT SICHEY, GANGTOK, EAST SIKKIM.

For and on behalf of the Bar Association of Sikkim, sealed tender in the pre-
scribed form are invited from interested parties having experience in cater-
ing/canteen/restaurant business, for running Canteen at the District Court 
Complex at Gangtok for a period of 2 (Two) years.
TIME SCHEDULE

1. Date of issue of tender forms: 15th January 2019 – 21 January 2019.
2. Last date of submission of tender form: 28th January 2019.
3. Date time and venue of tender opening: 1st February 2019 at the Bar 

Room, District Court Complex. 3.30 P.M
4. Tender forms shall be available at the Bar Room, District Courts Com-

plex, Gangtok, East Sikkim during of ice hours. Contact: Mr. Pramod: 
9647972160.

Tender forms shall be issued on payment of Rs. 1000 (Rupees One Thousand) 
only per form, which shall be Non-refundable. 
TERMS & CONDITIONS:

1. The Schedule rate of tender shall be Rs.2, 40,0000 (Rupees Two Lakh 
Forty Thousand) only per annum.

2. The tenderers are free to quote above the schedule rate and the high-
est bidder shall be given preference subject to the pricing /rate ixed 
for the food products on the Menu.

3. The tenderers are required to abide by the terms and conditions as 
speci ied in the tender form.

4. The Bar Association of Sikkim reserves the right to cancel/reject any 
tender form.

    S/d

(Sh. Karma Thinlay Gyatso)
Treasurer,

Bar Association of Sikkim. 
Contact: 9932352194

Anthyesthi Kriya of Lt. Bal Bdr. Lamichaney 
who left for his heavenly on 11/01/2019 falls 
on 22/01/2019. All relatives, friends and well 
wishers are requested to join us in offering 
prayer for the departed soul at our residence 
at Gale Tea Garden, Kharka Dhura, Rangli Ran-
gliot, Dist. Darjeeling. We would also like to 
take this opportunity to thank all those who 
stood by us during the time of bereavement.

Pranay Lamichaney (Senior 
Journalist) 8918852813

ANTHYESTHI KRIYA

GATC appeals to rockers to be 
at MG Marg for Red Panda fest

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 15 JAN:

Girish and The Chron-
icles [GATC] is 

featuring renowned, 
award-winning guitar-
ist, Baiju Dharmajan, 
from Kerala for their 
gig at the upcoming 
Sikkim Red Panda Win-
ter Carnival. GATC and 
Baiju Dharmajan will 
share the stage on 17 
Jan at MG Marg.  

A press release in-
forms that with his 
unique Carnatic style 
of guitaring, Baiju has 
received several acco-
lades over the years 
and is also the found-
ing member of his for-
mer band, Motherjane. 

Baiju will also be 
conducting a special 
interactive workshop/ 
performance at Gang-
tok Groove on 18 Jan 
with Girish Pradhan 
featuring as special 
guest on vocals. 

Their rendition of 
“Sweet Indian Child 
of Mine” was featured 
in classic rock maga-
zine as one of the main 
posts on the day of its 
release and has more 
than half a million 
views on YouTube, it is 
informed.

GATC is the Head-
lining Band for the 
Fest this year and has 
invited all rockers to 
be present on 17 Jan at 

MG Marg.  
GATC kicked off 

their new year with the 
release of the music 
video of their single, 
“Rock the Highway”. 
The song, which is ded-
icated to all the bikers, 
riders and rockers of 
the world, is an upbeat 
80s style hard rock/ 
glam rock song. 

The song has had 
a good response so 
far, with one of the  
world’s top UK based 
Rock magazine, Classic 
Rock magazine, featur-
ing the song in their 
Week’s top tracks, 
along with tracks by 
artists like Paul McCa-
rtney. 

Safe drive, save lives 

SUMMIT REPORT
R , 15 J :
Godrej Consumers Pvt Ltd, Mamring, South Sikkim, organised an awareness 
programme here today to promote safe driving habits. Of icials of the com-
pany, staff, workers and families joined Rangpo police and traf ic police per-
sonnel to spread awareness in the area about safe driving. The company also 
distributed key-chains and chocolates among the drivers. 

SHRA supports FHRAI & HREAI 
call to block online inventory 
of MakeMyTrip and Goibibo

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 15 JAN:

Sikkim Hotel & Restau-
rant Association 

(SHRA), the apex ho-
tel association repre-
senting all  hotels 
and restaurants of 
Sikkim, convened a 
meeting on 14 Jan 
2019 here and unan-
imously decided to 
support the call  given 
by the parent associ-
ations representing 
the hospitality indus-
try in India, FHRAI 
(Federation of Hotel & 
Restaurant Association 
of India) & HREAI (The 
Hotel & Restaurant Asso-
ciation of Eastern India), 
to close the inventory for 
OTA MakeMyTrip and 
goibibo  from 16 Jan on-
wards indefinitely till 
their concerns were ad-
dressed.

SHRA had earlier 
written to OTAs with 
concerns raised by lo-
cal hotels and even held 
meeting with them but 

there has been no offi-
cial reply from goibibo 
& MakeMyTrip apart 
from just verbal assur-
ances. The concerns 
raised were:

1.       No coupon code 
discounting on hotels 
from OTAs

2.       Commission 
level to be set at 15%

3.       No performance 
linked bonuses (PLB) 
without written consent 
of hotels and with exit 
clauses

4.       Early check in 
/ Late checkout / Can-
cellation / Modification 
policies to be decided 
only by the hotels and 
not the Online Portals

5.       Payments are 
to be more transparent 
with all payments to be 
made within 48 hours 
of a booking being made 
and not at the time of 
check in.

Many other Hotel 
Associations all over In-
dia have accused OTAs 
and especially goibibo & 

MakeMyTrip of charging 
exorbitant commis-
sions, unfair accounting 
practices and unautho-
rized and further dis-
counting of hotel pric-
es set by hoteliers and 
have had no choice to 
boycott and close in-
ventory for Makemy-
trip and goibibo.

However, other 
OTAs like travelguru.
com, yatra.com have 
officially replied to 
concerns raised by SHRA 
and have agreed to all 
the concerns raised in-
cluding reducing com-
mission to 15% on all 
hotel bookings. Other 
OTAs, booking.com & 
agoda.com, airbnb.com, 
etc. leave the commis-
sion and discretion to 
the hotels themselves 
and which did not 
have cause for concern 
among the hoteliers as 
they are deemed fair as 
compared to business 
policies of goibibo and 
MakeMyTrip.

Rivalry and revenge: Iran 
face Iraq at Asian Cup

Dubai, Jan 15 (AFP): 
One of football’s great 
rivalries takes cen-
tre-stage at the Asian 
Cup on Wednesday when 
Iran play Iraq still smart-
ing from their controver-
sial exit four years ago.

Iran played most of the 
classic 2015 quarter- inal 
with 10 men after Meh-
rdad Pooladi’s hotly dis-
puted irst-half dismissal 
but when it ended 3-3 af-
ter extra-time, Iraq edged 
the penalty shoot-out.

Iran’s protest that Iraq 
yielded an ineligible play-
er was dismissed as Carlos 
Queiroz’s three-time win-
ners were sent packing 
from the tournament in 
Australia.

Four years on from 
their clash in Canber-
ra, Iran forward Saman 
Ghoddos said memories 
were still fresh as Team 
Melli take on Iraq in their 
inal game of Group D.

“Iraq are tough op-
ponents and I think that 
this will be a revenge 
match for us,” said Ghod-
dos, according to Iran’s 
Varzesh3 website.

“I’ve been waiting for 
this match ever since the 
last Asian Cup. We will 
win this match for the 
people.”

Football is one of the 

remaining points of con-
tention between the Middle 
East neighbours, who fought 
a bloody war in the 1980s 
in which hundreds of thou-
sands of people died.

Relations between 
the two countries have 
warmed since the remov-
al of long-serving Iraqi 
dictator Saddam Hussein 
in 2003, but games be-
tween the two are not for 
the faint-hearted.

Iran, the three-time 
Asian Cup winners, lead 
Iraq on goal difference at 
the top of Group D, with 
both teams already qual-
i ied for the next round.

Former Real Madrid 
and Portugal coach Que-
iroz, linked with a move 
to the Colombia national 
team after the Asian Cup, 
said his prime concern 
was maintaining Iran’s 
perfect start.

“In football, the most 
important match is al-
ways the next one and 
every match is like a i-
nal for us in the tourna-
ment,” Queiroz said.

“Iraq are a strong 
team and they are one 
of the favourites to win 
the title. We have to be at 
our best.” Iran have not 
won the Asian title since 
1976 but they have been 
the most impressive so 

far among the 24 teams 
in the newly-expanded 
tournament.

A 5-0 thrashing of Ye-
men was following by a 
clinical 3-0 victory over 
Southeast Asian champi-
ons Vietnam.

Iraq, meanwhile, 
came from behind to 
beat Vietnam 3-2, and 
then defeated Yemen 
3-0. Facing Asia’s high-
est-ranked team will be 
a different challenge en-
tirely, however.

“You can’t compare 
the matches we had with 
Vietnam and Yemen to 
the match against Iran,” 
said coach Srecko Ka-
tanec, who took his na-
tive Slovenia to the 2002 
World Cup and joined 
Iraq in September.

“Vietnam played very 
luid football for the irst 

45 minutes and we came 
out on top. Against Ye-
men, we were a little 
complacent and maybe 
that’s why we need to 
play a strong team, on 
paper, like Iran.”

The build-up to the 
game has been closely 
followed in both coun-
tries, with former Iraqi 
player Imad Mohammad 
telling AFP that Iraqi me-
dia had played up its “po-
litical character”. 

Chennai lad crowned world’s 
second youngest grand master
C SHYAM SUNDAR
Chennai, Jan 15 (PTI): 
Tamil Nadu lad D Gukesh 
Tuesday became the 
second youngest Grand 
Master in the world and 
the youngest Indian to 
achieve the feat at 12 
years, seven months 
and 17 days, erasing the 
mark set by his state-
mate R Praggnanandhaa 
in June last year.

He achieved his third 
and inal GM norm at the 
ongoing 17th Delhi In-
ternational Open Chess 
tournament in Delhi 
after beating compa-
triot D K Sharma in the 
ninth round.

Gukesh becomes In-
dia’s 59th Grand Master.

Ukraine’s Sergey 
Karjakin remains the 
youngest-ever GM, hav-
ing achieved the feat at the 
age of 12 years and seven 
months in 2002.

In December last, the 
Chennai boy had narrow-
ly missed on the record 
when he lost his third 
round game against GM 
Daniele Vocaturo of Italy 
at the Sunway Sitges In-
ternational in Barcelona.

Gukesh, however, re-
covered and he put that 
setback behind him to 
beat and has now beat-
en the record held by his 
friend Praggnanand-
haa, who was 12 years 
and 10 months old 
when he became Indias 
youngest GM.

The youngster, who 
idolises the legendary Bob-
by Fischer and India’s own 
Vishy Anand, told PTI after 
achieving the feat that he 
was very happy and excit-
ed.

“I am very happy and 
excited to have become a 
Grand Master. I am delight-
ed to have won the third 
(GM) norm and the title. I 
would like to play Anand 
sir sometime,” he said over 
phone.

Before the game I did-
nt feel any pressure, only 
during the game. I just 
forgot about the pres-
sure and focused on my 

game, he added.
He said he was a lit-

tle disappointed to have 
missed out on breaking 
Karjakin’s record in Bar-
celona but felt relieved 
after a while and fo-
cussed on his game.

“I was a little disap-
pointed not to break the 
record in Spain (Barcelona) 
but chose to focus on the 
way forward. I also missed 
out on achieving the re-
cord in Mumbai during 
the Mumbai International 
Chess tournament due to a 
technical issue,” he added.

The son of Rajinikanth 
and Padma, both doc-
tors, the lad picked up 
the game playing with 
his parents at home and 
seeing his interest was 
enrolled in an academy 
in the locality.

Gukesh said he did 
not feel any pressure in 
the lead-up to the tour-
nament adding there was 
some pressure when he 
played in Barcelona with 
the record on the line.

“I felt some pressure 
while playing in Barcelona 
as there was a possibility 
of my breaking the re-
cord. But once I missed 
the chance the pressure 
was gone. Now, I am re-
laxed,” he added.

After starting out by 
playing at home with his 
parents, he was enrolled 
in a summer camp and 
was drawn to the game 
under the guidance of 
M S Bhaskar and then 
a few others, including 
Vishnu Prasanna.

At the age of seven I 
joined a summer camp 
in my school. MS Bhaskar, 
was my coach there, spot-
ted my talent and encour-
aged me,” Gukesh said of 
his early days in chess.

He is presently 
coached by Grand Master 
Vishnu Prasad.

A seventh standard 
student of Velammal 
Vidyalaya, he said his 
school had supported 
him a lot whenever he 
had to miss classes to 
play in tournaments.  
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New Year, New Resolution
At least allow space for new 

collaborations, more understanding

Accepted. Still talking about the prospects of a 
New Year already a fortnight in by when even 

the resolutions have started failing is a bit too much. 
But then again, this is also an exercise which will not 
present itself for another whole year, so here goes 
another attempt.

There are rarely good years or bad years, the an-
nual cycle playing out in a mixed bag kind of routine. 
In individual experiences, of course, years can be 
brilliant or disappointing, lucky or depressing, but 
when it comes for a collective people, like say the res-
idents of Sikkim, the best one can hope for is a “nor-
mal” year – one in which the dejections and shocks 
are balanced out by a fair share of euphoric delights.

Year 2018, however, was a largely uneventful year 
in that very little of lasting consequence happened in 
it. In a way this was perhaps well prescribed since 
it allowed Sikkim a pause from the frenetic stir-
ring that Election 2019 is bound to whip up here. 
The “stirring” never really went away complete-
ly 2014, though. So, while alignments changed 
even as status quo prevailed, the animosities that 
2014 entrenched, let’s accept it, did not dwindle 
and held irm and occasionally expressed itself  
overtly. This was a rather new phenomenon for 
an otherwise laidback Sikkim. The environment is 
expected to get roiled in an election year even if 
the challengers are uninspiring, and in 2014 the 
contest had already been set up to be intense so 
the ireworks were expected. But nothing could 
have prepared Sikkim for the scale of carnage that 
the campaign trail littered in its wake in Sikkim 
that election. Countless vehicles were torched, an 
unfortunate number of homes targeted, too many 
bodies bruised, and unforgivably, two lives lost to 
political violence that year. 

Sikkim is not new to political violence, but 
save the rare face-to-face, it was mostly limited to 
sabre-rattling in the form of an occasional ef igy 
burning or a parked vehicle getting torched in the 
dead of night. One thought that Sikkim was too 
small a place and people here too closely connected/ 
related to allow for any “real” violence. Election 2014 
dispelled all such notions and brought home the 
nightmare of hate, spite and violent hostility. Gang-
tok escaped with only secondhand experience of the 
terror, but wide swathes of South and West districts 
and parts of East Sikkim lived through traumatic 
months. Investing in violence could thankfully not be 
cashed in at the polling booths and when the votes 
were counted, it became apparent that violence 
only closed ranks instead of opening doors.

While violence ended with the elections, it 
had clearly cemented an environment of gener-
al distrust, disillusionment and hostility. These 
emotions marked the post-election months and 
years, events through which have played out in a 
manner and tone which suggest that the repairing 
remains a work in progress. And now it is already 
time for a fresh election cycle to start churning. 
While there can be no justi ication for violence of 
the campaign days, one can still explain it away 
to the pressures of political ambitions. The dis-
trust which continues between groups and in 
how people are engaging each other and how one 
views institutions and initiatives is something 
which should have been addressed better. It 
would have been wonderful for Sikkim if sus-
picions were informed responses, but that is 
clearly not the case and most of the distrust 
that permeates all sectors at present is born 
from prejudice and individual bias. 

Sikkim is too small a place to hold on to its 
grudges for too long; its people should bury at 
least the irrational dislikes that have been allowed 
to take root. Such positions will serve no one any 
good. Once that has been done, a wider awareness 
can be generated to inculcate healthy skepti-
cism instead. Sikkim needs to converse more; 
at present, those who have found a voice, shout 
and shut out, it will be nice to see some conver-
sations going, some deliberations, disagreements 
and a respect for divergent approaches and atti-
tudes. For this process to begin, more civil voices 
will need to engage in the public space which is 
currently monopolized by political noise. 

Another election will be upon Sikkim in a 
couple of months and it is important that a clear 
enough message is conveyed that violence will no 
longer be tolerated as the language of politicking. 

Let that be a New Resolution for a New Year.
Happy New Year, Sikkim!

How governments use Big Data 
to violate human rights

A  T
theconversation.com

The right to privacy has become a pressing human 
rights issue. And rightly so. Big data — combined 
with arti icial intelligence and facial recognition 
software — has the capacity to intrude on peo-
ple’s lives in unprecedented ways, in some cases 
on a massive scale.

While much of the discussion has focused on 
how social media and tech companies use the data 
they collect about their users, more attention needs 
to be paid to the wider relationship between vi-
olations of privacy and other types of human 
rights abuses.

The reason is simple. Mass invasions of privacy 
can undermine the rights of millions, if not billions, 
of people around the world as governments gain 
a greater capacity to discriminate — or worse 
— across gender and sexuality lines, and sti-
fle dissent, including through violence. More 
about this in a moment.

So what can be done to limit the human rights 
fallout? What we need is a multi-pronged approach 
that involves civil society, the private sector, foun-
dations and states.
ESTABLISHING HUMAN RIGHTS FUNDS
First, foundations that support human rights should 
establish human rights and technology funds. Ac-
tivists are already harnessing new technologies to 
monitor and document abuses. Amnesty Interna-
tional is working with a data analysis company to 
quantify levels of misogyny on Twitter. This type 
of innovation should be encouraged and resourced.

Second, states should negotiate new norms and 

laws for the digital age. The Montreal Declaration 
on the Responsible Use of Arti icial Intelligence of-
fers a powerful statement on the need for the ethi-
cal development of new technologies. Similarly, the 
UN Rapporteur on the Right to Privacy is leading 
efforts to develop what’s been called a “Draft Legal 
Instrument on Government-led Surveillance and 
Privacy.” These initiatives, and others like them, 
should be supported.

Third, states must reaf irm the principle of 
the right to asylum. States that use technology 
to violate human rights will displace people. 
Those with a well-founded fear of persecution 
will need protection.

Finally, states that believe in a rules-based in-
ternational order must redouble efforts to tack-
le impunity. Human rights abuses occur because 
those who commit the violations are rarely held to 
account. This needs to change.
‘GRAVE CONSEQUENCES’
Failure to check invasions of privacy enabled by 
technology will have grave consequences. Here are 
four examples that illustrate this point.

Women’s Rights: Surveillance technologies 
are often used to police morality, especially in 
places where there is no clear distinction be-
tween “sin” and law.

Take Saudi Arabia. In 2017, Human Rights 
Watch reported that Saudi courts are using the 
“vague provisions” in the anti-cybercrime law to 
“sanction people suspected of committing sexual 
relations outside marriage, including adultery, ex-
tramarital and homosexual sex.”

Women are paying a disproportionately high 
price for these intrusions.

LGBTQ Rights: According to the International 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans and Intersex Associ-
ation (ILGA), 72 countries prohibit same-sex rela-
tions. Surveillance technologies give governments 
the ability to “out” individuals. They know where 
people sleep at night, and with whom. The poten-
tial for lives to be destroyed is very great, indeed.

Torture: The governments that violate priva-
cy to suppress minorities are often the same gov-
ernments that will not think twice about using 
torture to maintain control of their citizens. Syria 
is a case in point. 

Extrajudicial Executions: If governments can 
track their citizens’ movements, it is not dif icult to 
have them assassinated. The Jamal Khashoggi kill-
ing is a tragic example of this. The New York Times 
has reported that the Saudis used the Pegasus spy-
ing software to eavesdrop on Khashoggi, thus en-
abling his murder.

Other governments could interpret a lack of any 
meaningful response as permission to target jour-
nalists. This is not a hypothetical concern. Accord-
ing to IFEX, an organization dedicated to protecting 
free expression, 78 journalists were murdered in 
2018, and another 159 were imprisoned.

This is not hyperbole. States of all stripes are 
collecting data on their citizens, and have been for 
quite some time. This is not going to end any time 
soon. Quite the opposite.

If left unchecked, invasions of privacy enabled 
by technology could put every other human right 
at risk, and on a scale that would be truly terrifying.

[the writer is Adjunct Assistant Professor Po-
litical Science, and Fellow at the Balsillie School 
of International Affairs, University of Waterloo]

Recalling happy memories can reduce depression 
risk in vulnerable teenagers – new study

A -L  V  H
theconversation.com
Recalling positive memories may 
help lower the risk of depression in 
young people who have had a dif icult 
childhood, our latest study has found.
Depression often emerges during the 
teenage years. Many mental health 
problems in later life are linked to 
adverse experiences in early life, such 
as poverty, parents having mental 
health problems, being bullied, ne-
glect and abuse. Mental illness often 
emerges earlier in young people who 
have experienced adversity and is 
more severe and less responsive to 
treatment, so it is vital that we have a 
better understanding of how we can 
reduce vulnerability before depres-
sion emerges.
HAPPY MEMORIES
Memories are critical to our sense 
of self, decision-making and mental 
health. We spend much of our waking 
time ruminating about past events 
and planning the days ahead. Some 
have suggested that this constant 
mind wandering makes us unhappy, 
but it has also been found that rem-
iniscing about happy events may in-
crease positive feelings and dampen 
the release of stress hormones after a 
stressful event.

My colleague (Adrian Dahl Askel-
und) and I wanted to know whether 
remembering positive experienc-
es could protect against stress. To 
do this, we collected measures of 
stress hormones, mood and neg-
ative thoughts in 427 14-year-old 
teenagers at risk for depression 
due to adversity experienced during 
childhood.

Our results, published in Nature 
Human Behaviour, showed that those 

who recalled more speci ic positive 
memories (a happy 13th birthday, 
say) when entering the study, had 
fewer negative thoughts about them-
selves and lower levels of the stress 
hormones cortisol one year later. This 
may suggest that training teenagers 
to recall speci ic positive memories 
could reduce the risk of depression.

Interestingly, recalling speci ic 
positive memories lowered negative 
thoughts and depressive symptoms 
in those who experienced at least 
one stressful event during the 12 
months of our study. But recalling 
positive memories did not affect 
negative thoughts and depression in 
those who had not experienced such 
negative events.

Our inding suggests that recalling 
speci ic positive events may promote 
mental health resilience especially in 
the face of stress in teenagers at risk 
of depression. In particular, recalling 
positive memories when something 
bad happens (such as “when I helped 
that little boy who fell and hurt him-
self”) may protect against negative 
thoughts (“I am useless”). This may, 
in turn, lead to fewer depressive 
symptoms.
CBT+
Our indings could help develop new 
methods for preventing depression 
in teenagers and for improving treat-
ment. One possibility is that training 
teenagers with a history of childhood 
adversity in recalling speci ic positive 
memories may help build resilience 
and prevent mental ill health in these 
young people.

One increasingly popular habit 
that could help with increasing ac-
cess to positive memories is keeping 
a journal. Although this is something 

that needs to be studied further, it 
may be bene icial to write down both 
positive and negative events that have 
happened, re lecting on how they 
affected your thoughts and mood. 
However, this may not be an effec-
tive method for people who struggle 
with clinical levels of depression. In 
these cases, our indings may be best 
applied in established treatments, to 
potentially improve their effects.

Some people who suffer from 
clinical depression may struggle 
with remembering specific positive 
events. For these people, training 
positive memory recall may work 
best if it is combined with established 
treatments, such as cognitive be-

havioural therapy (CBT).
In CBT, patients are often trained 

in using techniques to challenge neg-
ative thoughts. Our study suggests 
that being able to recall speci ic pos-
itive events from the past (“that day 
I got that high mark for maths”) may 
help discon irm negative thoughts (“I 
am dumb”).

Future research should inves-
tigate whether this ability to recall 
speci ic positive memories could 
be trained and whether this would 
boost therapy outcomes in vulnera-
ble youth.

[the writer is Senior Research 
Associate at the Department of Psy-

chiatry, University of Cambridge]
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Supreme Court asks West Bengal 
government to allow BJP’s ‘Rath Yatra’

New Delhi, Jan 15 (PTI): 
The Supreme Court 
Tuesday asked the West 
Bengal government to 
allow proposed public 
meetings and rallies of 
the BJP under its “Gana-
tantra Bachao Yatra”.

A bench headed by 
Chief Justice Ranjan 
Gogoi asked the BJP’s 
West Bengal unit to sub-
mit a revised schedule 
of its proposed ‘Rath 
Yatra’ with the authori-
ties and seek necessary 
approvals.

The bench also com-
prising Justices L N Rao 
and SK Kaul asked the 
West Bengal government 
to consider the revised 
schedule of the BJP for 
‘Rath Yatra’ keeping in 

mind the fundamental 
right of speech and ex-
pression under the Con-
stitution.

The bench said the 
apprehension of the state 
government of possible 
law and order situation 
cannot be called “un-
founded” and BJP will 
have to take all possible 
steps to address the ap-
prehension in a reason-
able manner.

The top court had 
earlier sought response 
from the state govern-
ment on BJP’s plea seek-
ing permission to take 
out ‘Rath Yatra’ in the 
state.

The BJP’s Bengal unit 
challenged the Decem-
ber 21 order of a division 

bench of the Calcutta 
High Court, which had 
set aside the order of a 
single-judge bench al-
lowing the procession.

It had also asked the 
BJP state unit to submit a 
revised plan for its ‘save 
democracy rally’ for con-
sideration by the state 
government.

The BJP has now de-
cided to cut short its 40-
day programme to 20 and 
the fresh ‘Yatras’ would 
start from Baharampur 
in Murshidabad district, 
Diamond Harbour in 
South 24 Parganas dis-
trict, Medinipur and the 
Lok Sabha constituency 
of Kolkata North, a law-
yer associated with the 
matter said, adding that 

the decision was taken 
in view of the upcoming 
school examinations and 
the general elections.

Earlier, the BJP’s 
West Bengal unit had 
approached the apex 
court seeking permis-
sion to take out the ral-
ly, which would cover 
42 parliamentary con-
stituencies in the state. 
In its plea, the BJP has 
said that their funda-
mental right to hold a 
peaceful ‘Yatra’ cannot 
be withheld.

The high court’s di-
vision bench had sent 
the case back to a sin-
gle-judge bench to hear it 
afresh and also to consid-
er the intelligence inputs 
by state agencies.

The order of the di-
vision bench had come 
after hearing an appeal 
moved by the West Ben-
gal government challeng-
ing the order of the sin-
gle-judge bench.

The rallies, ac-
cording to the original 
schedule, were sup-
posed to be flagged off 
by BJP president Amit 
Shah from Cooch Behar 
district on December 
7, Kakdwip in South 24 
Parganas on December 
9, and from Tarapith 
temple in Birbhum on 
December 14.

In the plea filed in the 
top court, the BJP’s West 
Bengal unit contended 
that authorities cannot 
abridge their right and 

they have a duty to facil-
itate them in exercising 
their democratic right.

The BJP alleged in the 
plea that the state gov-
ernment was repeatedly 
“attacking” the funda-
mental right of citizens 
due to which different 
petitions have been iled 
challenging the activities 
of the state government 
in denying permission to 
different organisations.

It has claimed that 
earlier too, permission 
was denied several times 
at the last moment to 
“harass the BJP” which 
later moved the high 
court and that the party 
“is facing such political 
vendetta since 2014 in 
West Bengal”.

Assam govt forms GoM 
on ST reservation

G , J  14 (PTI): 
Assam Government on 
Monday set up a Group of 
Ministers (GoM) headed by 
Dr Himanta Biswa Sarma 
to recommend measures 
for protection of rights of 
existing tribal communities 
as well as to decide on the 
bene its to be given to new 
Scheduled Tribes, of icial 
sources said.

The GoM was formed 
on the direction of the Cen-
tre following introduction of 
the Constitution (Scheduled 
Tribes) Order (Amendment 
in Rajya Sabha on January 9.

The bill proposes to 
grant Scheduled Tribe 
(ST) status to six commu-
nities of the state - Koch 
Rajbongshi, Tai Ahom, 
Chutia, Moran, Matak 
and tea tribes of Assam 
who form a sizeable 
chunk of the popula-
tion of the state.

After examining the 
ethnic communities’ sta-
tus, the committee will 
submit its report to the 
Centre within 15 to 20 
days with modalities for 
granting Scheduled Tribe 
(ST) status to the six 
communities, but with-
out harming the rights 
of the tribes that are cur-
rently enjoying the sta-
tus, the sources said.

Other ministers in the 
GoM are Pallab Lochan 
Das, Naba Doley and Tapan 
Gogoi with Chandan Brah-
ma being its Convenor.

Tribal groups with 
ST status, including 
Bodos, have expressed 
apprehension that the 
Bill tabled without con-
sulting them may lead 
to curtailment of their 
rights and had even 
called an Assam bandh 
on January 11.

30 lakh Ganga Sagar pilgrims take 
holy dip on Makar Sankranti

S  I  (WB), J  
15 (PTI): Over 30 lakh 
pilgrims from across the 
country and neighbour-
ing Bangladesh and Ne-
pal took holy dip at the 
con luence of the River 
Ganga and the Bay of 
Bengal on the occasion 
of Makar Sankranti Tues-
day, the state govern-
ment said.

Panchayat and Rural 
Development Minister 
Subrata Mukherjee said 
the pilgrims also offered 
prayers at the Kapil Muni 
Temple.

Mukherjee, who has 
been assigned the task of 
monitoring the arrangement 
for the pilgrims along with 
his cabinet colleagues Power 
Minister Sobhandeb Chatto-
padhyay and PWD Minister 
Aroop Biswas, told report-
ers that the gathering was 
over 30 lakh, compared to 
last year’s 20 lakh.

Every year, on Makar 
Sankranti day, lakhs of 
Hindu pilgrims lock to 
Ganga Sagar to take a dip 
and offer prayers in the 

Kapil Muni Temple.
“Last year, over 20 

lakh pilgrims had visit-
ed the Ganga Sagar. This 
year, it has crossed 30 lakh 
mark despite Kumbh Mela 
at Prayagraj. It was ab-
solutely peaceful and the 
pilgrims have also appre-
ciated our arrangement,” 
Mukherjee said.

Chief Minister Mama-
ta Banerjee has also been 
monitoring the fair and 
has been advsing the of-
icials from time to time.

Four persons have 
so far died of cardiac ar-
rests, while police have 
arrested 50 persons for 
petty crime.

A thick blanket of 

security cover has been 
thrown in and around 
the Mela premises.

The state government 
deployed a huge contin-
gent of security person-
nel and volunteers, be-
sides pressing into ser-
vice 20 drones to keep 
a tab on security. It also 
equipped its officials 
with satellite phones 
to ensure uninterrupt-
ed connectivity during 
the Mela.

Over 800 CCTV and 
200 balloon cameras 
have been installed to aid 
security of the grand fair.

The state disaster 
management depart-
ment has made arrange-

ments to receive live feed 
from the mela for effec-
tive monitoring of the 
proceedings.

Several giant LED 
screens have been 
placed at different points 
through which pilgrims 
are being updated on the 
timings of trains, buses 
and ferries. Tide tim-
ings as well as safety 
tips are also being an-
nounced in Bengali, 
Hindi and English.

The Indian Coast 
Guard (ICG) has en-
hanced its surveil-
lance along the coast-
line of West Bengal for 
the Ganga Sagar Mela, an 
of icial said.

People vehemently opposing 
Citizenship Bill: Zoramthanga to PM

A , J  15 (PTI): 
Mizoram Chief Minister 
Zoramthanga has told 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi that the people of 
the northeastern state 
vehemently opposes the 
passage of Citizenship 
(Amendment) Bill,, an 
of icial statement said 
Tuesday.

The controversial 
bill, which has triggered 
large scale protests in 
the northeastern states 
including Mizoram, was 
passed by the Lok Sabha 
on January 8.

The statement said 
that Zoramthanga met 
Modi in New Delhi yester-
day and discussed several 
issues including the op-
position to the proposed 
amendment on the Citi-
zenship Act, 1955.

They also discussed 
about bamboo projects, 
Mizoram’s separate cad-
re for all India services 
and proposed termi-

nation of Jet Airways’ 
lights from Aizawl to 

Kolkata and Guwahati 
from February 10, the 
statement added.

The Citizenship 
(Amendment) Bill, 2016, 
provides for according 
Indian citizenship to the 
Hindus, Jains, Christians, 

Sikhs, Buddhists and 
Parsis who led religious 
persecution in Bangla-
desh, Pakistan and Af-
ghanistan after six years 
of residence in India, in-
stead of the 12 years cur-
rently, even if they do not 
possess any document.

A meeting of the 

state council of minis-
ters on January 10 had 
expressed regret that 
the citizenship bill was 
passed in the Lok Sabha 
and that the state gov-
ernment should make 
concerted efforts for the 
defeat of the bill in the 
Rajya Sabha.

Protests against Citizenship Amendment 
Bill rage on amid Bihu celebrations

G , J  15 
(PTI): Protests against 
the controversial Citi-
zenship Amendment Bill 
raged on in Assam Tues-
day amid ‘Bhogali Bihu’ 
celebrations as copies 
of the legislation were 
burnt symbolically.

There was no let up 
in the protests during 
the traditional ‘Me-
ji-Bhelaghar ire’ in the 
morning where people 
usually pray for a bright 
future for the state and a 
good harvest for farmers 
in the coming year.

Bhogali Bihu is the 
harvesting festival in As-
sam which is preceded 
by Uruka -- the night of 
feast and merrymaking 
on Bihu’s eve. The com-
munity meal is cooked 
inside the ‘Bhelaghars’ -- 
made of bamboo, thatch, 
dry leaves and wood 
-- which is set on fire 
the following day on 
‘Makar Sankranti’ with 

religious rituals.
Copies of the bill were 

burnt at senior advocate 
Arup Borbora’s house 
here on ‘Uruka’ yesterday 
night by eminent littera-
teur Hiren Gohain and 
senior journalist Manjit 
Mahanta against whom 
the state government has 
iled a sedition case.

International award 
winning ilm director 
Jahnu Barua, popular 
singer Pulak Banerjee, 
‘Amar Asom’ newspaper 
editor Prasanta Rajguru, 
political commentator 
Haidar Hussain, senior 
advocates Hafeez Rashid 
Chaudhary and Nekibur 
Zaman, among many oth-
ers joined the protests.

The bill threatens 
the existence of the As-
samese people, they said, 
and vowed to contin-
ue their agitation for 
the “protection of As-
samese people, their 
land, language, culture 

and heritage”.
Krishak Mukti San-

gram Samiti (KMSS) lead-
er Akhil Gogoi, one of the 
leaders of the anti-Bill 
protest movement and 
against whom sedition 
case was also iled along 
with Gohain and Mah-
anta, went on a 24-hour 
hunger strike yesterday 
on Uruka day.The Assam 
Police on January 10 iled 
sedition cases against 
litterateur Gohain, RTI 
activist Akhil Gogoi and 
senior journalist Manjit 
Mahanta for their com-
ments on the citizenship 
bill.

They were booked 
by the Assam Police for 
their remarks against 
the Citizenship (Amend-
ment) Bill at an event 
three days ago, even as 
the state witnesses pro-
test against the legisla-
tion.

Gogoi stayed away 
from the traditional Bihu 

feasting yesterday as 
the state is facing “try-
ing times with the Bill 
passed by the Lok Sabha 
on January 8”.

Responding to 
Gogoi’s appeal, mem-
bers of the 70 indige-
nous organisations allied 
to KMSS were seen this 
morning burning copies 
of the Bill on the ‘Meji 
ire’ to register their op-

position to the Bill and 
praying that the “evils of 
the Bill are burnt in the 
ire” as they offered their 

obeisance to the Sun god 
for a good harvest in the 
coming year.

Prominent journal-
ists, veteran Assamese 
ilm actors, members of 

the Assam Jatiyatabadi 
Yuba Chhatra Parishad 
(AJYCP) and other sim-
ilar organisations were 
also seen burning copies 
of the Bill in the ‘Meji ire’ 
across the state, includ-
ing Guwahati.
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Teary-eyed Constantine resigns 
after India’s Asian Cup exit

S , J  15 (PTI): 
With tears in his eyes, 
Stephen Constantine 
stepped down as the 
Indian football team’s 
coach, the group stage 
Asian Cup exit turning 
out to be one bitter pill 
that he found too hard to 
swallow.

India’s promising 
start to the continental 
showpiece ended in a 
heartbreak when they 
conceded a 90th minute 
penalty for Bahrain to eke 
out a 1-0 win in their inal 
group engagements here 
Monday night. And his “cy-
cle” was inished.

“I’m stepping down af-
ter this game. I’ve been here 
for four years, my objective 
from day one was to qualify 
for the AFC Asian Cup. I’ve 
done that and I’m exception-
ally proud of the players for 
everything they have giv-
en,” Constantine said.

“I think my cycle has 
inished. I did what I 

was asked to and a little 
bit more and after four 
years, I think it’s time to 
leave,” the Anglo-Cypriot 
added.

This was Constan-
tine’s second stint with 
the Indian side after hav-
ing been at the helm be-

tween 2002 and 2005. He 
returned to the hot seat 
after taking over the reins 
for a second time in 2015, 
succeeding Netherlands’ 
Wim Koevermans.

Ahead of the Asian 
Cup, speculation was rife 
that Constantine was no 
longer on good terms 
with talismanic striker 
Sunil Chhetri and a few 
other senior players over 
his coaching methods.

“I’ve been here for 
four years. My objec-
tive from day one was 

to qualify for the Asian 
Cup and I’ve done that 
and we’ve broken a few 
records as we did that. 
I’m exceptionally proud 
of the players and every-
thing they’ve given.

“The boys are sick as 
you can imagine. I am just 
disappointed for them as 
they gave everything in 
the last few games.”

Under Constantine, 
India reached their sec-
ond best FIFA rankings of 
96 after slumping to 173, 
their worst ever, before 

his arrival.
“I’m sad to be leaving, 

the players and staff have 
been fantastic through-
out the tournament. Even 
those who failed to make 
the inal squad.”

His contract was to 
end on January 31 and a 
perfect send-off was on 
the cards, but a reckless 
tackle by Pronay Halder, 
India’s captain for the 
Bahrain game, ruined all 
plans. Constantine is 
now looking forward 
to spending time with 

his family.
“It’s my wife’s birth-

day today and I haven’t 
been back to my house 
in six years. I’ve only 
seen my three daugh-
ters every three or four 
months and the time has 
come for me to move on,” 
he said.

The All India Football 
Federation (AIFF), on its 
of icial twitter handle, said 
that the 56-year-old’s res-
ignation has been accepted.

“Mr. @StephenCon-
stan has announced his 

resignation as the Head 
Coach of the Indian Na-
tional Team. We haven’t 
received any of icial com-
munication from him yet 
but we accept his deci-
sion & thank him for his 
contribution to #Indian-
football: Mr. Kushal Das, 
General Secretary, AIFF,” 
the tweet said.

The coach refused 
to buy the argument 
that the team may have 
played for a draw.

“We didn’t intention-
ally set up for a draw. 
Bahrain started with 
real energy, looking to 
get the early goal and as 
the game wore on, this is 
maybe a little inexperi-
ence on our side.

“We started defend-
ing deeper and deep-
er and in the end, we 
got punished. But I 
thought we were un-
lucky. We defended well 
for 90-something minutes 
and as the 70th and 75th min-
ute came on the boys thought, 
okay we can hold on.

“Bahrain were play-
ing with six forwards 
and four in midfield, it 
was tough, but to get 
beaten by a penalty is 
harsh in anybody’s eyes,” 
he added.

Kohli, Dhoni star in series-levelling win for India
CHETAN NARULA
A , J  15 (PTI): 
MS Dhoni pulled off a 
tight inish for India just 
like old times to silence 
his critics after captain 
Virat Kohli laid the foun-
dation for a series-lev-
elling six-wicket win 
against Australia with his 
39th ODI hundred here 
on Tuesday.

Chase master Kohli 
could not take his team 
to the inishing line this 
time but Dhoni (55 off 
54) and Dinesh Karthik 
(25 off 14) rose to the oc-
casion with an unbeaten 
57-run stand off 34 balls, 
taking India home with 
four balls to spare. Aus-
tralia scored 298-8 after 
opting to bat.

Man of the match 
Kohli was dismissed in 
the 44th over after mak-
ing 104 off 112 balls with 
ive fours and two six-

es. Dhoni, who has been 
coping with a lot of crit-
icism for his waning in-
ishing skills, turned back 
the clock and took India 
past the inish line with a 
inal over six.

The third and inal 
ODI will be in Melbourne 
on Friday.

India got off to a 
frantic start with Shi-
khar Dhawan hitting ive 
boundaries in his 28-
ball 32 runs. He put on 
47 runs for the opening 
wicket with Rohit Shar-
ma (43).

The latter had anoth-
er strong outing, add-
ing 54 runs with Kohli 
for the second wicket 
as India crossed 100 in 
the 18th over. But just 
when things were going 
smoothly, he mishit a 
pull off Marcus Stoinis 
(1-46) and was caught 
in the deep.

Ambati Rayudu (24) 
then came to the crease, 
and while he added 59 
runs with Kohli for the 
third wicket, it was plain 
obvious that the number 
four batsman struggled 
for timing.

Kohli meanwhile was 
in cruise mode, rotating 
strike and picking the 
odd boundary with ease, 

as he reached ifty in 
66 balls. The star bats-
man stayed in the same 
mode as the asking rate 
climbed.

But it was Rayudu 
who tried attacking the 
bowling and perished in-
stead, caught in the deep 
off Glenn Maxwell (1-16) 
in the 31st over.

Dhoni then joined 
Kohli, and the duo put 
on 82 runs for the fourth 
wicket, with clever ro-
tation of strike as India 
crossed 200 in the 37th 
over to keep pace with 
the asking rate.

Kohli changed gears 
as he hit two immaculate 
sixes through pure tim-
ing, and reached his hun-
dred off 108 balls. It was 
his sixth ODI hundred 
against Australia.

The turning point 
came in the 44th over 
though, when Australia 
masterminded Kohli’s 
dismissal through some 
clever ield placement in 
the deep. He holed out 
to Maxwell off Jhye Rich-
ardson (1-59).

Dhoni then took over 
and put on match-win-
ning partnership with 
Karthik. In doing so, he 
turned back the clocks 
to lead India to a tense 
finish, and completed 
his second consecu-
tive half-century in as 
many matches, 69th 
overall, off 53 balls.

The veteran’s run-
ning between the wick-
ets, laced with two sixes 
as the only boundaries, 
inished things off in 

style for India.
Earlier, Shaun Marsh 

scored his seventh ODI 
hundred to take Austra-
lia to a challenging total.

Marsh arrived at 
the crease at 26-2 and 
scored 131 runs and 
added 94 runs off 65 
balls with Glenn Max-
well (48 off 37 balls).

The hosts were un-
changed from the pre-
vious game, while India 
brought in debutant Mo-
hammed Siraj in place of 
Khaleel Ahmed.

Bhuvneshwar Kumar 
(4-45) and Mohammed 

Shami (3-58) exerted 
themselves on proceed-
ings with the new ball, 
and didn’t let the Aus-
tralian openers get away 
quickly.

Kumar bowled Aar-
on Finch (6) through 
the gate in the seventh 
over, in a near-similar 
replay of his dismissal 
in the first ODI. At the 
other end, Alex Carey 
(18) looked set once 
again before getting 
out two overs later, a 
top-edge off Shami’s 
quick bouncer caught 
at midwicket as Shikhar 
Dhawan took a skier.

It brought Marsh 
and Usman Khawaja 
(21) together, and they 
put on 56 runs off 65 
balls. Their partnership 
threatened to turn the 
game away, but Ravindra 
Jadeja affected a brilliant 
run-out in the 19th over 
to dismiss Khawaja with 
a direct throw from back-
ward point.

Marsh was able to 
manoeuvre the middle 
overs very well, as Mo-
hammed Siraj (0-76) was 
proving expensive in ev-
ery spell. The debutant 
sprayed the ball all over 
and was never able to hit 
a consistent line.

India were forced to 
bowl Kuldeep Yadav (0-
66) and Jadeja (1-49) 
earlier in the innings 
than planned, and even 
Shami came back for a 
spell before the 25th 
over as the lack of a sixth 
bowling option started to 
show.

Australia did them a 
favour by losing wickets 
at regular intervals. Pe-
ter Handscomb (20) was 
stumped off Jadeja in 
the 28th over with MS 
Dhoni affecting anoth-
er quick dismissal. But 
he had added 52 runs 
with Marsh for the 
fourth wicket carrying 
Australia past 100 in the 
22nd over.

Marsh reached his 
half-century off 62 balls, 
and added 55 runs with 
Marcus Stoinis (29) for 
the ifth wicket.

Their partnership 
threatened to change the 
pace of scoring but Shami 
struck in the 37th over, 
an inside edge caught be-
hind, to dismiss Stoinis.

Maxwell hit ive fours 
and a six as Australia 
accelerated after reach-
ing 200 in the 39th over. 
Marsh, meanwhile, had 
reached his hundred off 
108 balls.

Siraj had a woeful day 
as he missed out twice on 
Maxwell’s wicket as the 
hard-hitting batsman 
survived on 26 and 41. 
First, DRS overturned 
an lbw decision in the 
44th over with the 
ball going down leg, 
and then Rohit Shar-
ma dropped a tough 
chance at extra cover in 
the 47th over.

Kumar returned to 
account for both Max-
well and Marsh in the 
48th over and it dent-
ed momentum towards 
300, as Australia lost a 
lurry of wickets.

Japan Olympic chief denies 
corruption allegations

T , J  15 (AFP): 
The head of Japan’s Olym-
pic Committee Tuesday 
denied involvement in a 
suspect payment made 
before Tokyo was award-
ed the 2020 Games, 
while apologising for any 
possible impact on the 
hosting of the event.

French investigating 
magistrates have indict-
ed Tsunekazu Takeda as 
they probe two payments 
of 2.8 million Singapore 
dollars ( 2.1 million) 
made before the Japa-
nese capital was chosen 
to host the Olympics.

During a nationally 
televised news conference 
lasting only seven min-
utes, Takeda said: “I was 
never involved in any deci-
sion-making process” over 
the payment.

Takeda added that 
he had already protest-
ed his innocence during 
questioning by French 
authorities in Paris on 
December 10.

He also said the pay-
ment was not corruption 
but “a consultancy con-
tract signed through ap-
propriate approval pro-
cedures.” “I’m very sorry 
that this trouble could 
possibly affect the Olym-
pic movement,” he add-
ed, vowing to co-operate 
with the authorities.

He did not take ques-
tions from reporters af-
ter making his statement, 
which was similar to re-
marks he made on Friday 
when the charges iled 
last month emerged.

The affair comes as an 
unwelcome distraction 
for 2020 organisers, who 
have been widely praised 
for being ahead of sched-
ule with 18 months to go 
until the opening cere-
mony next July.

Education Minister 
Masahiko Shibayama, 
whose ministry super-
vises the nation’s sports 
activities, called on 
Takeda to help lift sus-
picions by giving clear 
explanations.

“All we have to do is 
to go ahead with prepa-
rations so that the Tokyo 
Olympics and Paralympics 
can be an event to be cel-
ebrated,” Shibayama told a 
separate news conference.

The case comes at 
a delicate time in Fran-
co-Japanese relations, 

with the arrest and con-
tinued detention of Re-
nault boss Carlos Ghosn 
on alleged inancial mis-
conduct charges spark-
ing criticism overseas of 
Japan’s legal system.

The 71-year-old 
Takeda, a former Olym-
pic showjumper who led 
Japan’s campaign to 
win the Games, is also 
a member of the Inter-
national Olympic Com-
mittee (IOC).

The IOC’s ethics com-
mittee has said it will 
continue to “watch the 
situation” but stressed 
that Takeda was innocent 
until proven guilty.

Takeda was “mis en 
examen” by the French 
magistrates, a legal step 
that has no direct equiv-
alent in the British or 
US legal systems, but 
roughly translates as 
being charged.

It does not automat-
ically trigger a trial but 
means that prosecutors 
believe there is strong or 
corroborated evidence of 
wrongdoing.

The French investiga-
tion, launched in 2016, 
centres around two pay-
ments made to Singa-
pore-based irm “Black 
Tidings”, a irm linked to 
Papa Massata Diack.

Diack is the son of the 
former head of the In-
ternational Association 
of Athletics Federations 
(IAAF), Lamine Diack, 
and is also embroiled in a 
bribery scandal.

He is suspected of 
having received several 
million euros in bribes, 
either for sponsorship 
contracts or to favour the 
Rio de Janeiro and Tokyo 
Olympic bids.

He has been on In-
terpol’s most-wanted list 
since 2015 but the Sen-
egalese government has 
refused to extradite him to 
France despite pleas from 
IOC chief Thomas Bach.

The payments, la-
belled “Tokyo 2020 
Olympic Game Bid” and 
paid from a Japanese 
bank account, were made 
before and after the IOC 
voted for Tokyo to host 
the Games.

The case is being in-
vestigated in France be-
cause of suspicions the 
funds may have been 
laundered there.

Man City ready to pounce on any 
Liverpool slip-ups, says Guardiola
M , J  15 
(AFP): Pep Guardiola 
said his Manchester City 
team will be poised to 
pounce if Premier League 
leaders Liverpool falter, 
following a comfortable 
3-0 win over Wolves that 
left City four points be-
hind Jurgen Klopp’s side.

Two irst-half goals 
from Gabriel Jesus, ei-
ther side of a straight 
red card for Wolves’ 
French defender Willy 
Boly, allowed City to 
demonstrate that they 
had banished their shaky 
December form.

The City manag-
er was in no mood to 
analyse the table and 
insisted he is inter-
ested only in his own 
team’s performances.

“We cannot play the 
games against Liverpool, we 
cannot do anything about 
them,” said Guardiola.

“All we can do is win 
our games and be there. 
We’ve spoken to our play-
ers about it and the fact we 
cannot control what they can 
do. All we can do is be there 
and maybe one day they fail. 
But if they don’t lose, then 
they’ll be champions.

“We’ve done incredible 
numbers after last season, 
but one team has done bet-
ter than us so far. All we can 
do is be there until the end 
and the results will dictate 
who will win.”

Two weeks into 2019, 
City have scored a remark-
able 21 goals in four home 
games this year and have 
hit 99 in all competitions 
already in the current cam-
paign. Jesus had scored just 
three times in his 16 league 
games coming into the new 
year but his two-goal perfor-
mance against Nuno Espirito 
Santo’s team continued his 
rich vein of recent form.

He scored once in the 
seven-goal FA Cup win 
over Rotherham and hit 
four in last week’s 9-0 
League Cup humiliation 
of Burton, and now has 
seven goals in his past 
three outings, although 
City’s task was made 
easier by a straight red 
card shown to Boly in the 

19th minute.
Jesus’s opener came 

in the 10th minute after 
a magni icent 40-yard 
pass from defender Ay-
meric Laporte exposed 
the Wolves defence and 
sent Leroy Sane sprinting 
down the left.

The German’s low 
cross was judged to per-
fection, as was Jesus’s 
run, as he slid in and 
steered the ball into an 
open goal.

Boly’s rash challenge, 
an out-of control, one-foot-
ed lunge at Bernardo Silva, 
may not have been mali-
cious but was deserving of 
a red soon after.

“It was quite a bad 
tackle but I’m ine,” said 
Bernardo. “Yes, he did 
apologise at the end of 
the game. These things 
happen.” With Wolves 
down to 10 men, Jesus’s 
second of the evening, from 
a 39th-minute penalty, made 
it hard to see Wolves forcing 
their way back. Again, refer-
ee Craig Pawson appeared 
to have made the right de-
cision as Raheem Sterling 
played a one-two only to be 
brought down by Ryan Ben-
nett’s clumsy challenge.

Jesus took a stuttering 
run-up for his spot kick, but 
there was nothing hesitant 
in his con ident inish into 
the bottom right corner.

Kevin De Bruyne, sur-
prisingly left on the bench 
after his angry reaction to 
being substituted in last 
week’s thrashing of Bur-
ton, was brought on just 
after the hour.

And, in a lively perfor-
mance, it was his cross, 
following a 78th-minute 
short corner that was de-
lected into his own goal 

by Conor Coady.
“I don’t have a ma-

gician’s ball to discover 
when I’m going to lose 
points,” said Guardiola.

“But I said to the play-
ers, ‘don’t look at the cal-
endar for the Liverpool 
games -- forget about it,’ 
because normally when 
this happens, in my ex-
perience, you lose your 
games, and after that it’s 
over.

Rivalry and revenge: Iran 
face Iraq at Asian Cup

Dubai, Jan 15 (AFP): 
One of football’s great ri-
valries takes centre-stage 
at the Asian Cup on 
Wednesday when Iran 
play Iraq still smarting 
from their controversial 
exit four years ago.

Iran played most of 
the classic 2015 quar-
ter- inal with 10 men 
after Mehrdad Poola-
di’s hotly disputed irst-
half dismissal but when 
it ended 3-3 after ex-
tra-time, Iraq edged the 
penalty shoot-out.

Iran’s protest that 
Iraq yielded an ineligible 
player was dismissed as 
Carlos Queiroz’s three-

time winners were sent 
packing from the tourna-
ment in Australia.

Four years on from 
their clash in Canber-
ra, Iran forward Saman 
Ghoddos said memories 
were still fresh as Team 
Melli take on Iraq in their 
inal game of Group D.

“Iraq are tough op-
ponents and I think that 
this will be a revenge 
match for us,” said Ghod-
dos, according to Iran’s 
Varzesh3 website.

“I’ve been waiting for 
this match ever since the 
last Asian Cup. We will 
win this match for the 
people.”  
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Bangladeshi-orign Labour MP delays 
birth to vote on crucial Brexit deal

London, Jan 15 (PTI): 
A 36-year-old Bangla-
deshi-origin British law-
maker has delayed giving 
birth to vote on the UK’s 
landmark divorce deal 
with the European Union 
on Tuesday.

Tulip Siddiq, a Labour 
lawmaker and a niece of 
Bangladesh Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina, has 
been advised by doctors 
to have a caesarean sec-
tion, but agreed to push 
the procedure back to 
Thursday so she can 
vote on the Brexit deal 
Tuesday in the House of 
Commons.

By her decision, the 
Opposition lawmaker 
from Hampstead and Kil-
burn, has reigniting the 
debate over proxy voting 
in Parliament, the BBC 
reported.

Siddiq told the Eve-
ning Standard that she 
had a dif icult irst preg-
nancy with her two-year-

old daughter, and was 
originally due to give 
birth to her second child 
by elective caesarean 
section on February 4.

But after developing 
gestational diabetes, 
her doctors recom-
mended she bring the 
date forward to a de-
livery this Monday or 
Tuesday.

She spoke to med-
ical staff at the Royal 
Free Hospital in Hamp-
stead, London, and they 
agreed to the delay.

Siddiq said: “If my 
son enters the world 
even one day later than 
the doctors advised, but 
it’s a world with a bet-
ter chance of a strong 
relationship between 
Britain and Europe, 
then that’s worth fight-
ing for.”

British MPs are pre-
paring to vote on Tues-
day whether to back 
embattled Prime Minis-

ter Theresa May’s deal 
for leaving the Europe-
an Union on March 29, 
2019.

May has called for 
politicians to back her 
deal or risk “letting the 
British people down”.

But with many of her 
own MPs expected to join 
opposition parties to 
vote against the deal, 
it is widely expected 
to be defeated, British 
media reported.

Siddiq said she 
plans to go through the 
lobby of the House of 
Commons in a wheel-
chair.

Siddiq is the 
grand-daughter of 
Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man, the first presi-
dent of Bangladesh. 
Her aunt is Hasina, 
who was sworn in as 
Bangladesh’s prime 
minister for a record 
fourth term on January 7.

Meanwhile, Speak-

er of the Commons John 
Bercow said that a proxy 
vote for Siddiq would be 
his “preference”, but it 
was not in his power to 
grant it. However, he was 
happy for her to be “nod-
ded through”.

This process normal-
ly means an MP’s vote 
can be counted if they 
are anywhere on the par-
liamentary estate, rather 
than going through the 
voting lobby.

It has traditionally 
been used for unwell 
MPs, such as during 
the votes on the Maas-
tricht Treaty in the 
1990s, where some 
were driven onto the 
estate by ambulance to 
be “nodded through” on 
crucial votes.

There is a system 
in Parliament for MPs 
who cannot make a vote 
called “pairing” - where 
an MP on either side of 
an issue agree to not 

vote, so cancelling each 
other out.

However, Siddiq said 
she did not trust the sys-
tem after Tory chairman 
Brandon Lewis was ac-
cused of breaking the 
system when he voted 
on a Trade Bill, despite 
being paired with Lib-
eral Democrat Jo Swin-
son, who was on ma-
ternity leave. He later 
apologised for making an 
“honest mistake”.

“If the pairing system 
is not honoured, there’s 
nothing I can do, and it’s 
going to be a very close 
vote,” said Siddiq. “I’ve 
had no pressure at all 
from the whips to come 
and vote but this is the 
biggest vote of my life-
time.

“I’ve sat down with 
my husband Chris and 
he said to me this is my 
choice, but that he would 
support me,” she said.

India among world’s leading exporters 
of creative goods: UN report

YOSHITA SINGH
United Nations, Jan 15 
(PTI): India’s creative 
goods exports nearly tri-
pled from USD 7.4 billion 
in 2005 to USD 20.2 bil-
lion in 2014, making it 
one of the world’s lead-
ing exporters of such 
products in the top 10 
developing economies, 
according to a UN report.

China is the biggest 
single exporter and im-
porter of creative goods 
and services. China’s 
trade in creative goods 
between 2002 and 2015 
has been exponential, 
with average annual 
growth rates of 14 per 
cent, the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and 
Development (UNCTAD) 
report said.

The second edition 
of the periodic Cre-
ative Economy Outlook: 
Trends in International 
Trade in Creative Indus-
tries examines the global 
picture and also features 
130 country pro iles with 
reported creative goods 
and services trade data. 
The data, which covers 
the period 2002 to 2015, 
shows the creative econ-
omy’s contribution to 
world trade.

Over this period, the 
value of the global mar-
ket for creative goods 
doubled from USD 208 
billion in 2002 to USD 
509 billion in 2015.

“China, Hong Kong 
(China), India, Singa-
pore, Taiwan Province of 
China, Turkey, Thailand, 
Malaysia, Mexico and the 
Philippines were the top 
10 performing devel-
oping economies stim-
ulating global trade in 
creative goods,” the re-
port said.

Among developed 
economies, the US, 
France, Italy, the UK, 
Germany, Switzerland, 
the Netherlands, Poland, 
Belgium and Japan were 
the top 10 creative goods 
exporters.

India’s creative goods 
exports nearly tripled 
from USD 7.4 billion in 
2005 to USD 20.2 billion 
in 2014, the report said.

Design goods ac-
counted for the largest 
share of creative goods 
exports with a value of 
USD 17.9 billion in 2014. 
Jewellery was a key ex-
port at USD 13.2 billion 
followed by fashion ac-
cessories at USD 3.2 bil-
lion.

The US was India’s 

top export partner for 
creative goods in 2005 
but the country slipped 
to second place in 2014, 
when the UAE emerged 
as India’s top trading 
partner, it said.

The report noted that 
India’s fashion industry 
is likely to continue its 
growth as the country 
has a large young popu-
lation. Art crafts (carpet 
and yarn products) was 
another dynamic sector 
with exports at USD 1.5 
billion in 2014. India had 
a positive trade balance 
in creative goods trade, 
which stood at USD 15.4 
billion in 2014.

In 2014, the main 
destination markets for 
India’s creative goods 
exports were Asia (58 
per cent), the Americas 
(20 per cent) and Eu-
rope (19 per cent).

The report said India 
had become the centre 
for outsourcing work 
such as game develop-
ment, game support 
services.

In the coming years, 
the country is expected 
to become the hub for 
development, porting 
and dubbing of various 
games across the globe, 
due to low costs and the 
easy availability of game 
developers with world-
class experience, it said.

“With the country’s 
youth population stand-
ing at over 350 million, 
India is one of the largest 
markets for companies 
operating in the global 
gaming industry,” the re-
port said.

Highlighting other 
creative aspects emerg-
ing from the country, the 
report also said that In-
dia makes more movies 
than any other country in 
the world.

“Fourteen million In-
dians go to the movies 
on a daily basis (about 
1.4 per cent of the pop-
ulation of 1 billion) and 
pay the equivalent to the 
average day’s wages (US 
USD 1-3) to see a ilm, of 
which Bollywood produc-
es over 800 ilms each 
year. That is more than 
double the number of fea-
ture ilms produced in the 
US,” the report said.

Indian gastronomy 
is also undergoing rap-
id growth. Food service 
sales in the country are 
growing at about 10 per 
cent annually, making it 
one of the fastest grow-
ing sellers in the world.

This growth is double 
the rate expected for the 
much more mature US’ 
restaurant industry, and 
with a population qua-
druple the size, it said.

“These igures are 
signi icant on two fronts. 
The creative economy 
has both commercial 
and cultural worth. This 
dual value has led gov-
ernments worldwide to 
focus on expanding and 
developing their creative 
economies as part of 
economic diversi ication 
strategies and efforts to 
stimulate prosperity and 
well-being,” said Pame-
la Coke-Hamilton, who 
directs UNCTAD’s trade 
division.

The report said that 
globally design and vi-
sual arts are among the 
highest performing sec-
tors with fashion, interi-
or design and jewellery 
accounting for 54 per 
cent of creative goods ex-
ports in developed econ-
omies and 70 per cent 
(including toys) in devel-
oping economies.

“Although the down-
turn in global trade has 
impacted all industries, 
the report shows the cre-
ative economy is more 
resilient than most,” said 
Marisa Henderson, chief 
of UNCTAD’s creative 
economy programme.

The report said that 
the Indian animation and 
visual effects industry 
(VFX) grew at 16.4 per 
cent in 2016 to reach a 
size of USD 8.2 billion.

The State govern-
ments are implementing 
favourable policies and 
Maharashtra, Karnata-
ka, Telangana have an-
nounced, or are coming 
up with, policies in sup-
port of the of the anima-
tion and VFX industry, it 
said.

“These would enable 
the Indian animation and 
VFX industry to effec-
tively compete with 
established markets 
such as the US, Cana-
da and emerging cen-
tres in Republic of Ko-
rea, France, China and 
Malaysia,” the report 
said, citing a KPMG In-
dia-FICCI Indian Media 
and Entertainment In-
dustry Report 2017.

It said that visual ef-
fects are indispensable 
parts of ilmmaking and 
the Indian ilm industry 
is the largest in the world 
in terms of number of 
ilms produced.

Ivanka Trump to help US search new 
World Bank president: White House

Washington, Jan 15 
(PTI): President Donald 
Trump’s eldest daughter 
and senior advisor Ivan-
ka will help the US to 
pick the new World Bank 
president, the White 
House has said, dismiss-
ing media reports that 
she herself is a key con-
tender for the top posi-
tion.

World Bank’s current 
president Jim Yong Kim 
said last week that he will 
step down next month, 
an unexpected departure 
announcement three 
years before his term was 
set to expire. The abrupt 
announcement triggered 
speculation about his re-
placement.

The Financial Times 
reported on Sunday that 
former US Ambassador 
to the UN Nikki Haley in 
addition to 37-year-old 
Ivanka were the possible 
candidates for the top 
job.

However, the White 
House refuted media re-
ports that the daughter 

of the US President her-
self was under consider-
ation for the bank’s pres-
idency.

Treasury Secretary 
Steven Mnuchin and Act-
ing Chief of Staff Mick 
Mulvaney has asked 
Ivanka to “help man-
age the US nomination 
process as she’s worked 
closely with the World 
Bank’s leadership for the 
past two years - however, 
reports that she is under 
consideration are false,” 
White House Deputy 
Director of Communica-
tion Jessica Ditto said on 
Monday.

The US president can-
not install its leader, who 
must be approved by the 
bank’s board, but has 
traditionally placed his 
nominee in the job.

Trump has already 
faced harsh criticism for 
appointing his daughter 
as a senior White House 
advisor.

Ivanka is a successful 
businesswoman, fashion 
designer, author and re-

ality television personal-
ity. She has her own line 
of fashion items, includ-
ing clothes, handbags, 
shoes, accessories which 
are available in all major 
US departmental stores.

A passionate ad-
vocate for education 
and empowerment of 
women and girls, Ivan-
ka led a high-pro ile US 
delegation to the Global 
Entrepreneurship Sum-
mit (GES) in Hyderabad 
in November 2017.

An American has tra-
ditionally led the World 
Bank while the top posi-
tion in the International 
Monetary Fund has been 
held from Europe.

While the candi-
dature of World Bank 
presidency is finally ap-
proved by the financial 
institution itself, the US 
has a major say in its de-
cision-making process by 
virtue of being its biggest 
stakeholder.

Last week, the Word 

Bank announced its 
process to accept the 
application for the top 
position.

The World Bank 
works to promote eco-
nomic development 
and poverty eradica-
tion through loans and 
technical support. The 
189-member interna-
tional inancial institu-
tion provides loans to 
countries and focuses on 
development.

Mice lown to space may 
help decode ageing: NASA

W , J  15 
(PTI): Groups of mice 
sent aboard the Interna-
tional Space Station (ISS) 
may help better under-
stand the process of age-
ing in space and on Earth, 
according to NASA.

The investigation 
will provide space- lown 
samples to scientists 
from academia, industry 
and government agen-
cies, who have agreed 
to share their data and 
results in an online da-
tabase that is open to the 
public.

Rodent Research-8 
(RR-8) will examine the 
physiology of ageing and 
the effect of age on dis-
ease progression using 
groups of young and old 
mice lown in space and 
kept on Earth, NASA said 
in a statement.

“The objective is to 
expose the mice to mi-
crogravity and track 
physiological changes,” 
said Michael S Roberts, 
deputy chief scientist at 
the US National Labora-
tory, a sponsor of the in-
vestigation.

“Tissue samples from 
space- lown animals are 

extremely valuable to 
biomedical research and 
opportunities to use the 
space station are limited 
to a few missions each 
year,” Roberts said.

“This investigation 
was conceived primar-
ily to provide the bio-
medical research com-
munity on Earth with 
tissues from mice ex-
posed to microgravity,” 
he said.

Previous research 
has shown that spend-
ing time in space caus-
es bone density loss, 
immune dysfunction, 
cardiovascular issues 
such as stiffening of 
arteries, and loss of 
skeletal muscle mass 
and strength in both 
humans and rodent 
models.

These changes re-
semble ageing in people 
age on Earth, but happen 
more quickly. That makes 
space light an opportuni-
ty to study -- and perhaps 
lessen -- the effects of 
ageing.

The investigation will 
keep a group of young 
mice (10-16 weeks old) 

and another group of 
older mice (30-52 weeks 
old) on the space station 
for different periods of 
time -- approximately 30 
and 60 days -- to make it 
possible to examine that 
accelerated ageing pro-
cess more closely.

Researchers also plan 
to observe the activity 
levels of the different 
groups, expecting the 
younger mice to be more 
active than the older 
ones.

Activity, or exercise, is 
known to affect the rate 
of bone and muscle loss 
in mice just as it does in 
humans.

The mice are all from 
a genetically identical 
strain.

“We are trying to get 
down to the molecular 
basis for what is happen-
ing,” Roberts said.

“To use mice or oth-
er organisms as models 
for studying humans, 
we need to understand 
whether the effects of 
space exposure have the 
same causes and out-
comes as conditions in 
humans on Earth,” he 
said. 

Trump sends letter to 
Kim Jong-un: report

W , J  15 
(PTI): Donald Trump 
has sent a letter to Kim 
Jong-un, a media report 
said Tuesday, days after 
the US President said he 
received a “great letter” 
from the reclusive North 
Korean leader, amid 
talks about a second 
summit between them 
on denuclearisation of 
the Korean Peninsula.

Kim and Trump 
held a historic meeting 
in Singapore on June 
12 last year where they 
issued a vague goal for 
the “complete denucle-
arisation” of the Korean 
Peninsula without de-
scribing when and how it 
would occur.

The letter delivered 
over the weekend comes 
after President Trump 
said early this month that 
he had received a “great 
letter” from Kim and was 

looking forward to meet 
the North Korean leader 
for a second time in the 
“not-too-distant future”.

The letter comes as 
the two sides negoti-
ate details of a second 
meeting between the 
two leaders. It was 
flown to Pyongyang 
and delivered by hand, 
the CNN reported, 
quoting a source famil-
iar with the ongoing 
talks between Wash-
ington and Pyongyang 
on denuclearisation of 
the Korean Peninsula.

North Korea’s former 
spy chief Kim Yong Chol 
- one of Pyongyang’s top 
negotiators - could vis-
it Washington as soon 
as this week to inalise 
details of the upcoming 
summit, it said.

The CNN previously 
reported that US scout-
ing teams had visited 

Bangkok, Hanoi and Ha-
waii as they search for a 
location for the second 
summit.

Last week, South Ko-
rean President Moon 
Jae-in threw his support 
behind another Trump-
Kim meeting, saying it 
- along with a visit by 
Kim to Seoul - would be 
a turning point “that will 
irmly solidify peace on 

the Korean Peninsula”, 
the report said.

“We will not loos-
en our guard until the 
promise to denuclearise 
the Peninsula is kept, and 
peace is fully institution-
alised,” Moon said.

Trump’s announce-
ment of receiving a letter 
from Kim had come after 
the North Korean leader 
warned that Pyongyang 
may change its approach to 
nuclear talks if Washington 
persists with sanctions. 

Military deployed in Zimbabwe 
against fuel hike protests; 5 killed
H , J  15 (AP): A 
Zimbabwean military he-
licopter on Tuesday ired 
tear gas at demonstrators 
blocking a road and burn-
ing tires in the capital on a 
second day of deadly pro-
tests after the government 
more than doubled the 
price of fuel in the economi-
cally shattered country.

Soldiers moved in to 
disperse crowds at the busy 
intersection and transport 
hub in Harare amid Zimba-
bwe’s biggest unrest since 
deadly post-election vio-
lence in August. Witnesses 
also reported violence in 
the eastern city of Mutare, 
where people attacked 
passenger buses and de-
stroyed some shops.

Social media such as 
Facebook, Twitter and 
WhatsApp were dis-
abled. Businesses and 
schools were shut down 
and public transport ve-
hicles grounded in most 
of the country despite 
government assurances 
that security would be 
provided.

The government over 
the weekend announced 
a price of 3.11 per liter 
(0.26 gallons) for diesel, 
and 3.33 per liter for gas-
oline. That means gaso-

line in Zimbabwe is now 
the most expensive in 
the world, based on data 
from GlobalPetrolPrices.
com . The site says Hong 
Kong had the highest 
price for a liter of gaso-
line on Jan. 7: 2.04.

Five people were 
killed in Monday’s un-
rest during which secu-
rity forces opened ire 
on crowds, according to 
the Zimbabwe Associa-
tion of Doctors for Hu-
man Rights.

Another rights group 
said 26 people suffered 
gunshot wounds and 
that some were afraid to 
go to hospitals for fear of 
arrest or assault.

Lives were lost, po-
lice of icers were injured, 
property was damaged 
and more than 200 peo-
ple were arrested, said 
Owen Ncube, the state 
security minister. He 
blamed the main oppo-
sition MDC party and 
some civil society groups 
for stoking violence in 
an attempt to topple the 
government of President 
Emmerson Mnangagwa, 
who took power after 
longtime leader Robert 
Mugabe was forced to re-
sign in November 2017.
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ARIES : A little ahead of the curve? That’s 
an understatement! Today’s quarter moon 
in your sign galvanizes your goals—and 
good luck to the rest of the pack trying to 
keep pace with you. People may not even 
understand what you’re talking about. But 
don’t waste your time and energy trying to 
explain it to them, Ram. Just keeping toiling 
away in your workshop, experimenting and 
tweaking until you hit on THE perfect thing 
that’s ready to trot out on display.  
TAURUS: Has that tiny pile of stuff  
you’ve been sweeping under the carpet 
grown to superhuman proportions, Tau-
rus? You may be forced to deal with an 
unpleasant person today, as a quarter 
moon in combative Aries activates your 
unconscious twelfth house. This isn’t 
a bad thing, though, Bull. While it may 
not be fun, it IS necessary. That hidden 
mountain could actually be an active vol-
cano that’s ready to blow. The name of 
today’s game: compromise!
GEMINI:Team spirit is the name of your 
game, but don’t get swept up in it today, 
Gemini. A quarter moon in your eleventh 

house of collaboration could inspire you 
to start fi ring off  big announcements on 
social media or inviting people to get on-
board with a big project. Before you get 
carried away, make sure you have the 
right mix of people and skill sets to pull 
this off . It’s great to have visionary minds, 
but you also need hard work and hustle. 
CANCER: Watch out for an uncere-
monious visit by the green-eyed mon-
ster today. An alignment of the fi ery Sun 
and controlling Pluto in your seventh 
house of relationships could leave you 
feeling deeply jealous. But if your sweet-
ie or crush is acting sneaky, don’t leap to 
conclusions. Be direct. Ask questions and 
listen to your gut when they respond. And 
no secretive snooping yourself. For all 
you know, they could be planning a sur-
prise for you. 
LEO :Do you sense something dodgy 
going down? Your natural inclination in 
cases like these is to blow the whistle. 
Not so fast, Leo! With the Sun beaming 
alongside undercover agent Pluto, your 
personal investigation could reveal that 

there’s more going on than meets the eye. 
Your best intentions to be helpful could 
suck you into a situation that’s heavier 
than you bargained for. Stay out of other 
people’s entanglements and think twice—
make that thrice—before getting involved.
VIRGO: an you feel the power of your purr? 
You’re a head turner of the fi rst degree, thanks 
to today’s sultry sync-up of the Sun and se-
ductive Pluto in your glamorous fi fth house. 
Grabbing the spotlight takes minimal eff ort on 
your part, but be careful what you do with that 
gift today, Virgo. You’ve got the power, but you 
need to wield it carefully!
LIBRA :Is your blood boiling, Libra? Your 
easygoing sign can turn fi erce when you sus-
pect someone is messing with your inner circle. 
Today’s conjunction of the passionate Sun and 
possessive Pluto in your sensitive fourth house 
could throw up red fl ags. Did someone cross 
your line in the sand? Since you might be too 
emotional to confront them directly, call a dis-
passionate third party who can help you deter-
mine the best course of action.  
SCORPIO:The pen—and the voice—are 
mightier than the sword today, Scorpio, so 

make every word count. Potent Pluto (one 
of your galactic guardians) syncs up with the 
Sun in your third house of communication, 
turbocharging your confi dence and helping 
you speak your truth. This isn’t the time to 
confuse, confl ate or manipulate. By honest-
ly expressing yourself, you could move the 
masses. But make sure you know what you 
want to say. Anger or resentment will only 
serve to water down your message.
SAGITTARIUS: Read the fi ne print, 
Sagittarius, especially the digits on your 
fi nancial statements. Today’s keen con-
nection between the illuminating Sun 
and probing Pluto could reveal a hid-
den charge that you forgot to cancel 
(your ex’s phone service!) or a contract 
clause that needs amending. Keep your 
eyes wide open when making any new 
fi scal transactions.
CAPRICORN: Magnetic doesn’t begin 
to describe you today as the Sun simmers 
alongside seductive Pluto in Capricorn. 
You’re in the power position; a subtle as-
sertion of leadership is all that’s required for 
people to fall in line with your ideas. Wield 

this infl uence carefully. Today, others may 
see you as their capable queen, but if you 
hand down orders without asking for feed-
back, your royal court could turn mutinous. 
AQUARIUS: Don’t be so quick to trust 
today, Aquarius. People may not be to-
tally on the up-and-up, and with the Sun 
aligned with secretive Pluto, you could 
put your faith in the wrong folks—and 
land in a heap of trouble. Even if you 
had nothing to do with their misdeeds, 
others may deem you guilty by associa-
tion. Worse, you could get ensnared in 
activities that tarnish your reputation!
PISCES :Check your funds, Pisces. 
Today’s balancing quarter moon in Aries 
takes inventory of your fi nances. While 
your bank statement may be the last 
thing you want to look at, it’s always good 
to know where you stand fi nancially. No 
need to panic if you’re a little lower than 
anticipated. Necessity IS the mother of 
invention, after all. Let this inspire you to 
get creative with a side hustle or to cut 
back wasteful subscriptions and expens-
es in the new year. 

LADY IN RED:  Actress Penelope Cruz glams it up in a red 
sequined gown at the Forque Awards Gala in Zaragoza, 
Spain.

Serena made sure baby’s 
fi rst doll ‘Qai Qai’ was black

‘Game of Thrones’ fi nal season to premiere on April 14
Winter is coming to scorch the TV screens as 
“Game of Thrones” returns for one last time on 
April 14 with its eighth season.

HBO on Monday announced the premiere 
date of the hit series last installment on its offi-
cial Twitter account.

The network also offered a 90 second-long “of i-
cal tease”, captioned as: “April 14. #ForTheThrone.”

The video clip shows Jon Snow, Sansa and Arya 
- three members of the Stark family - making their 
way through the crypts under their family home.

The viewer hears messages their from dead fam-
ily members Ned and Catelyn Stark as well as Lyanna 
Stark, Ned’s sister and the mother Jon never knew.

When the troika reaches the crypt’s end, they 
come face-to-face with their own statues. As con-
fusion clouds their faces, a fallen feather starts 
turning into ice and the crypt ills up with fog, cau-
tioning that the winter is here.

Last wee, HBO debuted new footage from the 
eighth season -- that featured Jon, Sansa and Daenerys 
Targaryen -- as part of its 2019 line-up.

The network announced last November that the 
show’s inal season will premiere in April 2019.

Season eight has six episodes - each of which 
could run as long as 90 minutes. The shooting be-
gan in October 2017 and wrapped 10 months later.

Harry Potter classic moments to be 
released as limited edition fi ne art prints

L , J  15 (PTI): Har-
ry Potter fans are getting a 
Muggle-created Pensieve 
as a range of limited 
edition memorable mo-
ments from the beloved 
book series are set to be 
released in the irst ever 
ine art collection from the 

franchise.
According to Digi-

talSpy, Universal Studios 
and Classic Stills have 
joined hands to announce 
the new range of prints 
from the irst book, “Harry Pot-
ter and the Philosopher’s Stone”.

A date is yet to be announced.
This will be later followed 

up by collections for all eight 
of the Harry Potter ilms over 

the next few years.
Subsequent collections 

will be released from the 
other ilms in chronological 
order.

Pottermaniacs will also 
get a chance to help par-
ticipate in curating the 
colle c t i o n s ,  by  p o i n t i n g 
o u t  t h e  s c e n e  o r  m o -
m ent they would most like 
to display.

A “Doctor Who” collection 
is also on the horizon, with 
Classic Stills also teaming up 
with the BBC.

The line-up will comprise 
20 pieces spanning the show’s 
history and will include all 13 
actors to have played a main 
incarnation of the Time Lord.

Michelle Yeoh stand-alone ‘Star 
Trek’ series in the works

L  A , J  15 (PTI): A 
new “Star Trek” show, fronted 
by Michelle Yeoh, is of icially 
moving forward at CBS All Ac-
cess.
According to Variety, the series 
will be written by Bo Yeon Kim 
and Erika Lippoldt.

The series would see Yeoh 
reprise the role of Philippa 
Georgiou, expanding on the 
character’s current position as 
a member of Section 31, a shad-
owy intelligence agency oper-
ating within the Federation.

The actor said she cannot 
wait to see where the story 
goes and she believes it will 
go “where no woman has ever 
gone before”.

“I’m so excited to con-
tinue telling these rich ‘Star 
Trek’ stories. Being a part of 
this universe and this char-
acter specifically has been 
such a joy for me to play,” she 
added.

There were rumours of 
a Yeoh-led Section 31 series 

since the conclusion of “Discovery” season one, after a deleted scene revealed 
Georgiou being approached by a member of the organisation on the Klingon home-
world.

She is also set to appear in the second season of “Star Trek: Discovery”, which 
debuts Thursday.

M , J  15 (AFP): Serena Wil-
liams says she made sure the irst doll 
her daughter Alexis Olympia received 
was black, and her second one will be 
white as she teaches a message of “love 
for each other”.

The tennis great, in Melbourne in 
her bid to win a 24th Grand Slam title, 
is married to Reddit co-founder Alexis 
Ohanian with their irst child born in 
late 2017.

Williams, 37, said she rarely came across 
black dolls when she was growing up and 
wanted to make sure her baby had one.

“Qai Qai is a doll I got for her. I 
wanted her to have a black doll,” she 
said after easing into the tournament 
second round Tuesday.

“Growing up, I didn’t have that many oppor-
tunities to have black dolls. And I was just think-
ing, like, I want her first doll to be black.

“And her heritage, obviously she’s 
mixed, she’s Caucasian and black, but I 

feel like that was her irst doll and I said 
her second doll would be Caucasian.

“I de initely want to always teach 
her love and teach her just that humans 
should always have love for each other, no 
matter what colour they are,” she added.

Bizarrely, the doll has its own Insta-
gram page with more than 87,000 fol-
lowers, and growing.

Qai Qai is described on the so-
cial media platform as “daughter and 
best friend of @olympiaohanian and 
grandaughter of @serenawilliams”.

Williams said the name Qai Qai came 
from her nephew.

“We were all sitting in our living room, 
and we were running around names, and 
he said, ‘call her Qai Qai’. He actually is the 
magic behind the name,” said the American.

Williams last played the Australian 
Open in 2017, when she won the tournament 
while eight weeks pregnant. She assured re-
porters she wasn’t expecting again as she re-

flected on life on the road with a child.
“It’s de initely different to travel 

with a toddler as opposed to a baby, an 
infant,” she said.

“Infants I think are easier, and ev-
eryone said it’s easier. I didn’t quite 
understand.

“Olympia takes a lot more attention 
now, which is why I’m trying to get out 
of here (press conference room). It’s 
cool. It’s really cool to be a mom and to 
be her mom, in particular. I feel really 
special.


