
Pages 8 | ` 5Vol 05 | Issue 85 | Gangtok | Wednesday | 01 April 2020 RNI No. SIKENG/2016/69420

Salman Khan’s nephew Abdullah 
Khan passes away at 38

pg 08

Lockdown Nation
This is required, but so is more in-

formed planning
pg 4

Emilia Clarke promises virtual 
dinner date in exchange 
for COVID-19 donation
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SC directs Centre to prevent migration, set up portal within 24 hrs for real time info
NOT POLICE, BUT VOLUNTEERS SHOULD ATTEND TO STRANDED MIGRANT WORKERS

CM convenes video conference 
with CMOs, takes stock

Gangtok, 31 Mar [IPR]: Chief 
Minister Prem Singh Tamang 
[Golay] convened a video-con-
ference with Chief Medical 
Officers and District Medical 
Superintendents of all four 
districts at Samman Bhawan 
today.

During the conference, the 
Chief Minister took detailed 
stock of healthcare, status, 
and preparedness about 
COVID-19 in all four districts 
including all health care cen-
ters. 

He inquired after the basic 
facilities, including medical 
equipment, Personal Protec-
tive Equipment, medical sup-
plies and manpower status of 
the District Hospitals, CHCs, 
PHCs and PHSCs.

He also asked the Chief 
Medical Officers and District 

Medical Superintendent to 
maintain sufficient stock of 
medicines and directed them 
that common people at this 
hour of a pandemic should 
not face any difficulties in ob-
taining necessary healthcare 
facilities and services.

The medical teams listed 
out the difficulties faced by 
them in their respective ar-
eas. 

The Chief Minister imme-
diately instructed the Princi-
pal Secretary (Health) to re-
solve all necessary issues and 
provide immediate solutions.

The Chief Minister as-
sured all possible help and 
cooperation from the govern-
ment and asked them to be 
on duty diligently and work 
with dedication and determi-
nation.

He appreciated the ef-
forts that are being put in by 
the front line workers of the 
Health Department and also 
appealed that we should all 

work in tandem and with one 
goal that is to keep Sikkim 
away from Covid-19.

The video conferencing 
was attended by State Health 

Minister Dr. M.K Sharma, 
Chief Secretary SC Gupta, 
Principal Secretary Health K. 
Shrinivasulu, and Secretary 
(Health) Dr PT Bhutia.

COFFEE BREAK: A coffee machine was donated to the Emergency and Trauma Center at the District Hospital, Sing-
tam, for doctors, nurses, patients and visitors by president, Bihari Yuva Jagran Manch [Singtam], Dilip Prasad, ac-

companied by BYJM members Boblu Agarwal and Medical Store Officer, S Pandey. This was a gesture of grat-
itude towards the service rendered  by the frontline medical personnel. [from YOGEN THATAL]

Akshay brought back 
as ADGP Law & Order

Summit Report
Gangtok, 31 Mar:

Senior police officer, Akshay Sachdeva, is back as 
the Additional Director General of Police, Law & 

Order, after having spent the past few months on 
deputation as Chief Vigilance Officer-cum-Recovery 
Officer, State Bank of Sikkim.

In an office order issued by the Department of 
Personnel today, along with Mr Sachdeva, two other 
senior police officials have been transferred.

Additional SP, West Sikkim, VG Satish Pasumarthi 
has been posted as Commandant, Sikkim Police at 
Pangthang while Assistant Recovery Officer, SBS, 
KB Gurung has been posted as Additional SP, Police 
Headquarter, Gangtok.

At the Secretary level, PCE-cum-Secretary, Pub-
lic Health Engineering Department, Rajen Sharma 
has been posted as PCE-cum-Secretary, Buildings & 
Housing Department.

Principal Chief Engineer [Civil], PHE Depart-
ment, SK Karkidoli, has been posted as PCE-cum-Sec-
retary, Water Resources Department.

While, Bindeswari Prasad, PCE [Civil], Roads 
and Bridges Department, has been posted as 
PCE-cum-Secretary, PHE Department.

Sikkim 
continues 
to remain 
COVID-free
Summit Report
Gangtok, 31 Mar:
So far, 12 of the 23 sam-
ples sent from Sikkim to 
North Bengal Medical 
College have tested neg-
ative for COVID-19.

Health Secretary, 
Dr PT Bhutia today in-
formed that till now 23 
samples have been sent 
for testing and 10 had 
tested negative. Later in 
the evening, he informed 
that test results for two 
more came back nega-
tive.

Test results are now 
awaited for 11 remaining 
samples.

Thus far, in Sikkim 
829 persons are in home 
quarantine and 25 per-
sons have completed 
quarantine periods of 28 
days.

There are 104 per-
sons in five quarantine 
centers across the State, 
informed Dr Bhutia.

South and East DCs ask pharma 
workers to resume duty

Summit Report
Gangtok, 31 Mar:
Following a slew of 
protests by workers of 
pharmaceutical com-
panies in the State, 
District Collectors of 
South and East Dis-
tricts have appealed to 
the workers and their 
employers to return to 
work.

The DC East issued 
an appeal on 30 March 
while DC South has 
issued an appeal to-
day. Both urge pharma 
companies and their 
workers to continue to 
work since they are en-
gaged in production of 
essential medicines and 
equipments. The DCs 
have said that the com-

panies are taking care of 
the hygiene of the em-
ployees as per instruc-
tions of the government.

The appeal further 
informs that the State 
Government has direct-
ed the companies to pay 
an incentive of Rs 300 
per day to each worker 
who reports for work 
during the lockdown 
period.

“If the employees 
of the pharmaceutical 
companies do not join 
their work or if they are 
not permitted to join 
their work than appro-
priate action under the 
Disaster Management 
Act, 2000 shall be tak-
en,” the DCs have stated 
in the appeal.

New Delhi, Mar 31 (PTI) The Su-
preme Court asked the Centre 
on Tuesday to prevent migra-
tion of people due to coronavi-
rus and set up within 24 hours 
a portal for disseminating real 
time information on the pan-
demic to counter the panic be-
ing spread through fake news.

“Panic will destroy more 
lives than the virus”, the top 
court said and asked the Cen-
tre to get trained counsellors 
and community leaders of all 
faiths to calm down the mi-
grants, who are kept in shelter 
homes across the country.

It said these shelters should 
be run by volunteers and not 
the police, and there should be 
no use of force and intimida-
tion.

It asked the Centre to pre-
vent migration of people and 
take care of their needs of 
food, shelter, nourishment and 
medical aid.

The Centre told the apex 
court that the suggestion by 
a petitioner to sprinkle water 
and chemicals on migrants to 
sanitise them does not work 
scientifically and is not the 

right way.
The top court, which re-

fused to restrain high courts 
from taking up the issue of mi-
grants, said they may monitor 
the issue more closely.

It, however, asked the Cen-
tre to tell government lawyers 
to inform high courts about 
the orders passed by the apex 
court.

A bench of Chief Justice S A 
Bobde and L Nageswara Rao, 
which took up two PILs on 
the issue of migration through 
video conference, asked the 
Centre to look into the letter 
petitions filed by Kerala MP 
from Kasaragod constituency 
Rajmohan Unnithan and one 
filed by an MP from West Ben-
gal on the issues related to 
coronavirus.

The bench adjourned the 
hearing on the PILs to April 
7, asking the Centre to ensure 
that duties of managing the 
shelter homes are entrusted 
to volunteers and not to the 
police and there should not be 
any use of force or intimida-
tion.

Solicitor General Tushar 

Mehta, appearing for Centre 
said that migration of people 
cannot be allowed at this junc-
ture as this would enable the 
spread of coronavirus.

Referring to the last cen-
sus, Mehta said there were 
about 4.14 crore persons who 
had migrated for work but 
backward migration is now 
happening due to coronavirus 
fears.

He said the entire country 
was required to be locked so 
that people don’t mix and can’t 
meet each other and adhere to 
social distancing.

“We are trying to ensure 
that no migration is permit-
ted,” he said, adding, “It would 
be risky for them and for the 
village populations. So far, ru-
ral India is unaffected by coro-
navirus but there is possibility 
of three out of 10 moving from 
cities to rural areas carrying 
the virus .

Mehta said advisory has 
been issued to the states re-
garding complete prohibition 
of inter-state migration and as 
per the central control room, 
around 6,63,000 persons have 

been provided shelter so far.
He said that over 22,88,000 

persons are being provided 
food as these are needy per-
sons, migrants and daily wa-
gers who have reached some-
where but have been stopped 
and kept in shelters.

The bench, initially ob-
served “We will be passing an 
order that the portal for in-
formation will be set up in 24 
hours. You will have to ensure 
that all those whose migration 
you have stopped are taken 
care of in terms of food, shel-
ter, nourishment and medical 
aid. You will also follow up 
on those who you have identi-
fied as cases of COVID-19 and 
quarantined”.

Mehta told the court that 
government would shortly im-
plement a system where panic 
of migrant workers would be 
addressed and they would also 
be offered counselling.

“When will you set up the 
centres? Where are the coun-
sellors coming from? Where 
will you get them from? Where 
will you send them?”, the 
bench asked, adding, “This is 

not a definite statement”.
Mehta said trained coun-

sellors of the district mental 
health programs would be 
sent to which the bench said, 
“There are 620 districts in In-
dia. How many counsellors do 
they have in total?”

“We want to impress upon 
you that the panic will destroy 
more lives than the virus. You 
need counsellors,” the bench 
said, adding, “You can have 
‘Bhajan, Kirtan, Namaz’ or 
whatever but you have to give 
strength to the people.”

Mehta said the authorities 
would mobilise religious lead-
ers to counsel the migrants 
in shelters so that they could 
stay calm and added, I am 
making a statement here that 
within 24 hours, we will mo-
bilise trained counsellors and 
religious leaders”.

The bench told Mehta that 
community leaders belonging 
to all faiths should be involved 
in the process so that panic 
could be prevented.

Mehta told the bench that a 
petition has been filed in the 
Kerala High Court regarding 

migration and since the top 
court is seized of the issue, the 
other courts should not deal 
with it.

“In this kind of situation, 
we should not stop the high 
courts from hearing these mat-
ters. High Courts may be able 
to monitor closely,” the bench 
said, and asked Mehta to in-
struct government lawyers 
to inform all the high courts 
about the orders passed by the 
top court in the matter.

The bench, while referring 
to two other petitions filed 
before it by Parliamentarians 
from Kerala and West Bengal 
on issues related to coronavi-
rus, asked Mehta to look into 
them and said there may be 
some good suggestions.

Regarding the shelters 
where these migrant workers 
have been kept, the bench said 
that authorities should entrust 
duties of managing them to 
volunteers and not to police.

“You ensure that you bring 
volunteers. There should not 
be use of force or intimida-
tion,” the bench said.
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LAND FOR SALE 
A land measuring an area for  50x32 1/2  at Road-
side just below housing colony is for sale. It is 
just a  one minute walking distance from Namchi 
bazaar taxi stand. Interested party may contact 
9593373387 and 9434406761

LAND FOR SALE 
An area measuring 1 acre at Sadam South Sikkim 
near Loretto Convent School at Gupti road. Price 
negotiable any one interested can contact:

78640-04501,62970-03235, 98320-48410

GENERAL LAND FOR SALE
General land 30X40 (3 Plots) available for sale 

at  Tadong 6th Mile next to Harka Maya College. 
Flat Land no cutting required. Price 27 Lakhs 

(negotiable).
Contact: 9800201335

 
~ SummitTIMES ~

CLASSIFIEDS

SOCIAL DISTANCING being practiced at Jorethang and Namthang bazaars, South Sikkim. [from IPR Deptt]

Panchayat booked for violating Sec 144
SUMMIT TIMES
Gangtok, March 31:

Gram Panchayat 
member of Nimtar 

under Namcheybong 
GPU, Kishor Rai, has 
been booked under Sec-
tion 188/34 of the In-
dian Penal Code along 
with Project Manager of 
Rongey Chu Hydroelec-

tric Project, Hom Baha-
dur, for violating provi-
sions of Section 144 of 
the CrPC.

The Ward Panchayat 
is alleged to have assem-
bled over 14-15 villagers 
for distribution of relief 
package in the residen-
tial quarter of Project 
Manager, Rongey Chu 

HP, even though the lock-
down was in force and 
such assembly not re-
quired or even advisable. 

Reports suggest that 
this assembly was orga-
nized even though the 
Project Manager was 
under Home Quaran-
tine and was under sur-
veillance of the District 

Task Force.
The Project Manager 

has been booked for fa-
cilitating the assembly. 
Both have been shifted 
to facility quarantine 
while those who vis-
ited the house have 
been put under home 
quarantine, informs DC 
East, Raj Yadav.

Torrent Group commits Rs 100 
Crores to fight COVID-19 pandemic

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 31 Mar: 

Pharma-giant Torrent 
Group today an-

nounced plans to con-
tribute Rs 100 crores to 
strengthen the Union 
Government’s efforts 
to fight the COVID-19 
pandemic and its fall-
out on the poorer sec-
tions of the society. 

A press communi-
qué from Torrent in-

forms that Rs 50 crore 
will be donated to the 
PM-CARES Fund while 
Rs 50 crore will be 
spent under various 
initiatives such as pro-
viding essential medi-
cines to various Govt. 
hospitals free of cost, 
contributions to State 
Government relief 
funds, contributions 
to NGOs doing grass-
roots work to address 

the issues arising from 
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, provision of PPEs to 
healthcare workers and 
our own direct efforts 
to contain the impact of 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
on the vulnerable sec-
tions of society.

The release goes 
on to state that the 
pandemic has disrupt-
ed operations at the 
Torrent Group’s as 

well but that the man-
agement has decided 
to ensure that all its 
employees [includ-
ing thousands of con-
tract and construction 
workers working un-
der our contractors] 
are paid full wages for 
the entire duration of 
the lockdown and the 
entire cost of the same 
is borne by the Torrent 
Group.

MGNREGA wages hiked by Rs 13
Gangtok, 31 Mar (IPR): 
The Chief Minister’s Of-
fice has issued an advi-
sory for the payment of 
additional wages of Rs 
13 per day to MGNRE-
GA workers from the 01 
Apr onwards. 

Similarly, the ex gra-
tia payment of Rs 1,000, 
to be made  in two in-
stallments of Rs 500 

each, to holders of wid-
ow, old age and disabil-
ity pensions was also 
announced by the Gov-
ernment of India. 

Meanwhile, the State 
Government had an-
nounced in the recent 
budget session that a 
sum of Rs 500 will be 
provided by the State in 
addition to the amount 

announced by the Cen-
tral Government.

Female members of 
self-help groups will 
also be provided with an 
amount of Rs 1,500 in 
three equal installments 
starting 01 April. The 
self-help groups will 
also get loans of up to Rs 
20 lakh without any col-
lateral guarantees as an 

encouragement for them 
to adopt higher-income 
generating activities.

The Chief Minister 
has thanked the Union 
Minister for Agriculture 
& Farmers Welfare, Rural 
Development & Pancha-
yat Raj, Narendra Singh 
Tomar for helping the 
people at the grassroots 
level in this hour of need.

Northeast Frontier Railway to convert 
315 coaches into isolation wards

Guwahati, Mar 31 
(PTI): The Northeast 
Frontier Railway on 
Tuesday said it will 
convert 315 coaches 
into isolation wards to 
supplement medical re-
quirements for treating 
COVID-19 patients.

The convert-
ed coaches will be 
equipped with basic fa-
cilities needed for iso-
lation as per medical 
guidelines, Northeast 
Frontier Railway (NFR) 
Chief Public Relations 
Officer Subhanan Chan-
da said in a statement.

“NFR will be mod-

ifying 315 coaches for 
placement in various lo-
cations. If needed, more 
coaches can be modi-
fied,” he added.

These coaches are 
going to be equipped 
with mosquito nets, 
charging points for mo-
biles and laptop, space 
for paramedics among 
others, Chanda said.

“These coaches will 
be prepared zone-wise. 
Placement of the coach-
es will be notified by 
Railway Board in due 
course as per need. One 
Isolation coach will 
have nine beds, one 

bathroom and three toi-
lets for use by patients,” 
he added.

The Indian Railways 
is planning to modify 
5,000 passenger coach-
es in the first phase to 
meet the requirement 
of any possible exigency 
for keeping novel coro-
navirus patients in iso-
lation.

There are 125 hospi-
tals under Indian Rail-
ways across India and 
more than 70 of them 
are being planned to 
be kept ready for any 
COVID-19 related con-
tingency.

“Efforts are being 
made to designate ded-
icated Covid wards or 
floors in these hospitals. 
Approximately 6,500 
hospital beds are being 
made ready to meet the 
possible needs of pa-
tients,” Chanda informed.

The Indian Railways 
has already given per-
mission to all zones to ex-
plore possibility of hiring 
doctors and paramedics, 
and also to re-employ 
retired railway doctors 
as a temporary measure 
to meet the increased 
requirement to manage 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Centre wants SC to direct media not to publish 
COVID-19 info without ascertaining facts with govt

New Delhi, Mar 31 
(PTI): The Centre sought 
a direction from the Su-
preme Court on Tues-
day that no media outlet 
print, publish or telecast 
anything on coronavirus 
without first ascertain-
ing facts from the mech-
anism provided by the 
government.

It said that in an un-
precedented situation of 
this nature, any deliber-
ate or unintended fake 
or inaccurate report-
ing either in electronic, 
print, social media or 
web portals has a serious 
and inevitable potential 
of causing panic in large 
sections of the society.

Considering the very 
nature of the infectious 
disease which the world 
is struggling to deal with, 
any panic reaction by 
any section of the society 
based upon such report-
ing would not only be 
harmful for such situa-
tion but would harm the 
entire nation,” it said.

It is, therefore, in the 
largest interest of justice 
that when this court has 
taken cognizance, this 
court is pleased to issue 

a direction that no elec-
tronic/print media/ web 
portal or social media 
shall print/ publish or 
telecast anything with-
out first ascertaining 
the true factual position 
from the separate mech-
anism provided by the 
Central government, said 
the Centre’s affidavit 
filed in the top court.

The government said 
that though an act of 
creating panic is a crim-
inal offence under the 
Disaster Management 
Act, 2005, appropriate 
direction from the top 
court would protect the 
country from any po-
tential and inevitable 
consequence resulting 
from a false alarm hav-
ing the potential of cre-
ating panic in a section 
of the society .

The affidavit high-
lighted the steps taken 
including social dis-
tancing and lockdown 
to prevent the spread 
of Coronavirus and 
sought direction to all 
States and Union Ter-
ritories to implement 
all directives issued by 
Union of India.

It is submitted that 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
has also taken many im-
mediate, timely, effective 
and proactive actions al-
most on daily basis. The 
Home Minister is person-
ally supervising the im-
plementation of various 
directives/ advisories is-
sued by the home minis-
try along with the cabinet 
secretary and the home 
secretary and senior offi-
cers in the control room 
which is operational for 
24 hours, it said.

Dealing with the is-
sue to prevent migration 
of workers, the Centre 
said that it has issued 
directions under the Di-
saster Management Act, 
2005, and a 24X7 control 
room has been setup.

As per the details 
received by the Con-
trol room 21,064, relief 
camps have already been 
set up by state govern-
ments and Union Territo-
ries as per the directions 
of the Central govern-
ment in which they are 
providing food, shelter 
and medical facilities as 
per the requirement of 
migrant workers. Around 

6,66,291 persons have 
been provided shelter; 
22,88,279 persons have 
been provided food, the 
affidavit said.

The Centre said it is, 
along with state govern-
ments and NGOs, reli-
gious organisations and 
companies, coordinating 
to deal with the situation 
of migration of workers 
and those en route work-
ers are provided with all 
basic amenities “so that 
they do not penetrate 
into the rural area which 
so far has remain unin-
fected .

The Centre added 
that the present bare foot 
migration which has tak-
en place consists of on a 
very rough estimate 5 to 
6 lakhs persons across 
the country.

It is most important 
and crucial to point out 
at this juncture that 
this kind of migration 
by the migrant workers 
on their own in large 
numbers, defeats the 
very object of the pre-
ventive measures tak-
en by the Central gov-
ernment, the affidavit 
said.

SpiceJet to cut up to 30 pc salary of employees in March
Mumbai, Mar 31 (PTI): 
Budget carrier SpiceJet 
has decided to cut up to 
30 per cent salary of its 
employees in March with 
Chairman Ajay Singh opt-
ing for highest 30 per cent 
trimming in compensa-
tion, the airline said in an 
e-mail communication to 
the staff on Tuesday.

Moreover, the employ-
ees will also be treated as 
“on leave without pay” for 
the March 25-31 phase 
due to the suspension of 
air passenger services 
during the period, said 
the airline, which offered 
its aircraft and crew to the 
government for any “hu-
manitarian mission” last 
week.

Significantly, the pay-
cut announcement coin-
cides with the termination 
of service contracts of 
over a dozen expat pilots 
with the airline, as per a 
source.

“These are extremely 
tough time and call for ap-
propriate and exceptional 
measures to sale through 
the exceptional challenge. 
As tough as it seems, most 
Indian carriers have al-
ready announced a pay 
cut for their employees.

“Unfortunately Spice-
Jet is not too immune to 
the situation which has 

unquestionably affected 
the airlines in the most 
severe form across the 
globe. Therefore in our 
bid to stay lean, and under 
absolutely unavoidable 
circumstances, we have 
been forced to take certain 
bold decisions, which will 
help the SpiceJet family 
surmount these difficult 
times,” Human Resource 
department of the air-
line told employees in the 
e-mail.

SpiceJet management 
has decided to implement 
a pay cut between 10-30 
per cent in March across 
our employee base. Our 
Chairman and Manag-
ing Director (Ajay Singh), 
in fact, has opted for the 
highest cut of 30 per cent 
in compensation, SpiceJet 
said.

It, however, spared 
employees in the lowest 
pay grades from any pay 
cut.

In an official statement 
later, the airline said it 
has implemented a 10-30 
per cent pay cut for all its 
employees across top and 
mid-rung levels.

“The COVID-19 pan-
demic and the subsequent 
lockdown have forced 
us to take some tough 
measures to ensure that 
no one at SpiceJet is re-

trenched. What we are 
facing is a global phenom-
enon and no airline in the 
world is immune to the 
impact, Singh said in the 
statement.

India’s aviation indus-
try, reeling under the im-
pact of the global outbreak 
of COVID-19, is seeking 
help from the government 
to mitigate the financial 
impact of the pandemic, 
SpiceJet said.

Coronavirus driven 
lockdown has adversely 
impacted the industry, 
leading to significant eco-
nomic headwinds. Several 
airline companies, both 
in India and abroad, have 
been forced to under-
take severe measures in 
their attempt to survive 
amidst tough market 
conditions, it said in the 
statement.

“There are a over a 
dozen expat captains on 
the Bombardier Q400 
(regional jets) fleet who 
have been served the 
termination notice,” an 
airline source privy to 
development told PTI.

“SpiceJet has not 
sacked any pilot. We have 
served a one-month no-
tice’ to 13 expat Q400 
captains, as per their of-
ficial contract. They have 
also been paid a month’s 

salary as per their con-
tract.

“We have accepted the 
resignation of 18 Boeing 
captains,” a spokesper-
son of SpiceJet said in re-
sponse to a PTI query.

Other budget carriers 
IndiGo and GoAir have al-
ready announced similar 
moves earlier.

SpiceJet, in the e-mail, 
also said, “unfortunately 
due to the lockdown, we 
are forced to announce 
‘leave without pay for em-
ployees during March 25-
31, the lockdown period 
during which all air pas-
senger services remained 
shut”.

India is under a three-
week lockdown starting 
March 25 to curb the the 
virus spread.

IndiGo was the first 
domestic carrier to an-
nounce a 25 per cent 
across-the-board pay 
cut on March 19, and it 
was followed by govern-
ment-owned Air India, 
which affected a 10 per 
cent cut in employees 
allowance to deal with 
the precarious finances 
amid coronavirus pan-
demic.

IndiGo’s smaller rival 
GoAir also announced sal-
ary cut for all its employ-
ees in March.

COVID-19 death toll rises to 29 in India, 
total no. of cases 1,071: Health Ministry

New Delhi, Mar 30 
(PTI): The number of 
COVID-19 cases climbed 
to 1,071 in India on 
Monday, while the 
death toll rose to 29, 
according to the Union 
Health Ministry.

The number of ac-
tive COVID-19 cases 
stood at 942, while 
99 people were either 
cured or discharged 
and one had migrated, 
the ministry stated.

In its updated data 
at 10.30 am, it said two 
fresh deaths were re-
ported from Maharash-
tra.

Thus, Maharashtra 
has reported the max-

imum number of eight 
COVID-19 deaths so 
far, followed by Guja-
rat (5), Karnataka (3), 
Madhya Pradesh (2), 
Delhi (2) and Jammu 
and Kashmir (2).

Kerala, Telanga-
na, Tamil Nadu, Bihar, 
West Bengal, Punjab 
and Himachal Pradesh 
have reported a death 
each.

The total number 
of 1,071 cases includes 
49 foreigners.

The highest number 
of confirmed cases of 
the pandemic has been 
reported from Kerala 
(194) so far, followed 
by Maharashtra at 193.

The number of cas-
es has gone up to 80 in 
Karnataka, while Uttar 
Pradesh has reported 
75 cases.

The number of cases 
has risen to 69 in Telan-
gana, 58 in Gujarat and 
57 in Rajasthan.

Delhi has reported 
53 cases, while in Tam-
il Nadu, the number of 
positive cases is 50.

Punjab has report-
ed 38 cases, while 33 
COVID-19 cases have been 
detected each in Haryana 
and Madhya Pradesh.

There are 31 cas-
es of the contagion in 
Jammu and Kashmir, 
followed by Andhra 

Pradesh (19), West 
Bengal (19) and Lada-
kh (13).

Bihar has 11 cases, 
while nine cases have 
been reported from the 
Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands. Chandigarh 
has eight cases, while 
Chhattisgarh and Ut-
tarakhand have report-
ed seven cases each.

Goa has reported 
five coronavirus cas-
es, while Himachal 
Pradesh and Odisha 
have reported three 
cases each. Puducherry, 
Mizoram and Manipur 
have reported a case 
each, the Health Ministry 
said.

Goa’s coronavirus testing 
lab develops snag on Day 1
Panaji, Mar 31 (PTI): 
The coronavirus testing 
lab set up at Goa Medi-
cal College and Hospital 
failed to take off on Tues-
day after it developed a 
snag, said Chief Minister 
Pramod Sawant.

He said 55 samples 
had to be, therefore, sent 
to NIV, Pune for testing.

“I will not be able to 
tell you what exactly went 
wrong but we could not 
get tests started. The fault 
will be rectified and test-
ing is likely to begin from 
tomorrow,” the CM said.

Goa has five COVID-19 
patients as on Tuesday.

Sawant also said 
stickers would be placed 
on the doors of houses 

of people advised home 
quarantine, adding the 
move was not about dis-
crimination but aware-
ness.

Sawant said Rs 120 
crore of the Rs 400 crore 
in the Goa Iron Ore Per-
manent Fund would be 
used to fight the novel 
coronavirus outbreak.

He said some 7000-
8000 Goans working as 
seafarers are stuck in for-
eign countries.

“We will have to 
solve this issue along 
with Union Ministry of 
Home Affairs and the NRI 
Commissioner. We have 
to also think on how to 
quarantine them when 
they arrive,” he said.
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LAND FOR 
SALE 

(URGENT SALE)

BL land for sale. Road site 100ft 
by 50ft at Lower Syari. Enroute 

Ranipool to Deorali via Syari. 10 
Minutes Drive from Ranipool.

Serious Buyer may contact : 83720-
77482/ 94341-36989/ 98320-82664

Lingi Payong teacher and ICDS 
worker spread COVID-19 awareness

SUMMIT REPORT
Lingi Payong, 31 Mar:

GTS of Lingi Payong 
Secondary School, 

Goma Sharma and ICDS 
worker, Nimkit Lepcha 
of Lower Payong have 
been creating awareness 
on COVID-19 among the 
local public in their vil-
lage Lower Payong under 
Lingmoo Paiyong Gram 
Panchayat. 

Both of them have un-
dertaken a door-to-door 
campaign to sensitize the 
villagers on the present 
global pandemic and dis-
tributing soaps and sani-
tizers to the villagers. 

Also, they have been 
teaching villagers proper 
hand washing techniques 
and maintaining social 

distancing. 
Earlier, she had at-

tended an awareness 
programme organised by 

the GPU and volunteered 
to work on awareness.

Students feed strays

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 31 Mar:

Class X students from 
ICAR complex who 

recently appeared for 

their board examinations 
came out with an initia-
tive to feed the stray dogs 
in and around the Krishi 
Bhawan area including 

SAHARA pet care centre 
today. They plan to do 
so every alternate day. 
Today, they fed around 
12 dogs. As per them, 

they were inspired by 
the Chief Minister, PS 
Tamang’s address to the 
public aired recently 
through Social Media.

88 cities continue to record minimal 
air pollution with lockdown in place

New Delhi, Mar 31 
(PTI): With a nationwide 
lockdown in place in 
view of coronavirus, In-
dia continued to breathe 
easy as pollution level in 
88 cities across the coun-
try remained minimal.

Out of the 103 cities 
where air quality was 
recorded, 23 registered 
‘good’ air quality while 
65 others recorded sat-
isfactory air quality, ac-
cording to the data from 
the Central Pollution 
Control Board.

An AQI between 0-50 
is considered good, 51-
100 satisfactory, 101-
200 moderate, 201-300 
poor, 301-400 very poor 
and 401-500 severe.

Air Quality Index is 
assessment of the air 
quality by taking into ac-
count different factors. 
The lower the AQI the 
better the air is consid-
ered to be.

The national capital 
witnessed a slight dip in 
air quality after the effect 
of rain subsided but it re-
mained in the satisfacto-
ry category.

UP’s Bulandshahr 
and Guwahati were the 
only two cities out of 103 
that recorded poor air 
quality.

India is currently un-
der the biggest lockdown 
with around 130 crore 
people asked to stay 
home in view of the coro-
navirus outbreak, which 
has claimed 29 lives and 
infected over 1000 peo-
ple in the country.

The government has 
urged people to avoid 
unnecessary travelling, 
significantly reducing 
the traffic movement 
across the country.

Since the lockdown 
was imposed the air 
quality across the coun-
try has shown drastic im-
provement due to eradi-
cation of local pollutants 
generated due to con-
struction activiites and 
vehicular traffic among 
others.

According to the 
Centre-run System of 
Air Quality and Weath-
er Forecasting and Re-

search (SAFAR), the im-
pact of the measures tak-
en due to the coronavirus 
outbreak has resulted 
in a drop in PM2.5 (fine 
particulate pollutant) by 
30 per cent in Delhi and 
by 15 per cent in Ahmed-
abad and Pune.

The level of Nitrogen 
Oxide (NOx) pollution, 
which can increase the 
risk of respiratory con-
ditions, has also reduced. 
NOx pollution is main-
ly caused due to a high 
motor vehicle traffic. 
In Pune, NOx pollu-
tion has reduced by 
43 per cent, in Mum-
bai, by 38 per cent 
and in Ahmedabad, by 
50 per cent.

Gufran Beig, a sci-
entist at SAFAR, said 
generally in March, 
pollution is in the 
“moderate” catego-
ry (Air Quality Index 

range: 100-200) while 
presently, it is in the 
“satisfactory” (AQI 50-
100) or “good” (AQI 0-50) 
category.

Environmentalists 
said that though it is not 
the ideal way to bring 
down air pollution but at 
least it proves that such 
outcomes can be brought.

Jyoti Pande Lavakare, 
co-founder, Care for Air 
NGO, said the low AQI 
and the blue skies proved 
beyond doubt that a lot of 
the polluted air was “an-
thropomorphic, that is, 
man-made”.

“Obviously, slowing 
down the economy to 
such a degree is not the 
ideal way to bring down 
air pollution, but at least 
it proves that it can be 
done. We can achieve 
the same outcome by 
doing this mindfully, 
using technology and 

low-emission alterna-
tives,” she said.

Lavakare emphasised 
on the need to realise that 
air pollution weakens the 
lungs, so countries like In-
dia with higher pollution 
and lower nutrition levels 
will be more affected by 
COVID-19, and morbidity 
and deaths are likely to be 
higher.

Ravina Kohli, environ-
mentalist and part of the 
#MyRightToBreathe cam-
paign, said it was a “huge 
wake-up call” for govern-
ments obsessed with de-
velopment at the cost of 
the environment.

“We, the people, are 
the problem. Our commu-
nication on solutions now 
also include how to reduce 
pollution at a personal 
level by being able to un-
derstand our behaviour 
and its consequences on 
our environment.

Flying squads to conduct door-to-door survey in Mumbai
Mumbai, Mar 31 (PTI): 
Maharashtra Chief Min-
ister Uddhav Thackeray 
on Tuesday said flying 
squads have been set 
up in all 227 municipal 
wards of Mumbai for 
door-to-door survey as 
part of efforts to check 
the spread of coronavi-
rus.

The step has been 
taken in view of the 
high density of popula-
tion in Mumbai where 
there is more possibility 
of spread of the disease 
compared to other dis-
tricts.

Thackeray held a 
meeting with municipal 
authorities and ward 
officials through video 

conference on Monday 
evening.

In a release issued 
on Tuesday, he said 
the Worli Koliwada has 
been declared as the 
‘containment area’ and 
residents have been 
prohibited from moving 
around.

“If more such areas 
are declared contain-
ment areas, health offi-
cials will have to work 
very hard to stop the 
virus spread. Mumbai is 
the country’s financial 
capital and the spread 
of the viral infection has 
to be controlled. The 
flying squads need to 
be activated and survey 
should begin,” he said.

He said each squad 
will consist of a vehicle, 
municipal officers and 
employees, police and 
revenue department of-
ficials and medical as-
sistant.

“Their task will be 
to identify coronavirus 
patients, their contacts 
and check for symp-
toms like fever, cough, 
cold, pneumonia-like 
ailment and to take 
further steps for treat-
ment,” he said.

Thackeray also 
warned that if people 
venture out for non-es-
sential purpose, then 
the decision of keeping 
essential commodi-
ties’ shops open for 24 

hours will have to be re-
versed.

He also asked the 
civic authorities to per-
suade private doctors to 
resume their practice, 
and said special care 
should be taken of senior 
citizens.

Thackeray said spray-
ing of disinfectants is be-
ing done by urban local 
bodies and housing soci-
eties must refrain from 
asking anyone else to do 
that work.

“Disinfectants must 
not be sprayed without 
the permission of the ur-
ban local body as wrong 
formula can be more 
harmful to human beings 
and animals,” he added.

43 samples test negative for COVID-19: Mizoram Minister
Aizawl, Mar 31 (PTI): 
Mizoram Health Minister 
Dr R Lalthangliana on 
Tuesday said 43 of the 
44 samples sent from 
the state have test-
ed negative for novel 
coronavirus.

He said Mizoram 
will soon have a virol-
ogy laboratory to test 
COVID-19 samples.

The Health minis-
ter said izoram has not 
reported any new case 
of novel coronavirus 
since March 25 when 
the first case was de-
tected of a pastor.

“So far, 44 samples 
have been tested, in-
cluding that of rela-
tives of the infected 
patient. 43 of them 
tested negative which 
is good news for the 

state,” he said.
According to the 

Health minister, the state 
has not reported com-
munity transmission till 
date.

The state govern-
ment has sealed its bor-
der with neighbouring 
states and with Myan-
mar and Bangladesh to 
prevent the spread of 
coronavirus.

He said that a core 
committee has been 
formed on March 23 
for setting up COVID-19 
testing laboratory (Bio-
safety Level-3) and mas-
sive efforts are on with 
the help of legislators 
and experts from Zoram 
Medical College (ZMC), 
Regional Institute of 
Paramedical and Nurs-
ing Sciences (RIPANS), 

Mizoram University, 
Pachhunga University 
College (PUC) and Cen-
tral Agriculture Universi-
ty in Aizawl to commence 
COVID-19 test.

The minister said 
that the government is in 
close contact with Indian 
Council of Medical Re-
search (ICMR) for setting 
up of the testing centre.

“Unless there is a 
big hurdle, I believe that 
Mizoram will have a 
COVID-19 testing centre 
very soon,” he said.

Lalthangliana said 
that the state govern-
ment has designat-
ed ZMC, which is also 
state referral hospital 
as COVID-19 operation-
al hospital.

ZMC is located at 
Falkawn about 16 km 

from Aizawl.
Meanwhile, state 

health secretary H. 
Lalengmawia said that 
efforts are on to up-
grade TB laboratory 
at ZMC to be used as 
COVID-19 testing lab.

He said that the 
Centre has approved 
the laboratory to be 
used as COVID-19 test-
ing lab.

The health secretary 
said that the govern-
ment has been working 
hard to upgrade the 
laboratory by clubbing 
it with other machines 
from MZU and PUC.

More than 70 per 
cent of works has been 
completed and the labo-
ratory is likely to become 
operational by Thursday, 
he added.

Lall Bazaar goskhan ordered 
shut for a week to clean up

Summit Report
Gangtok, 31 Mar: 
The Department of Animal Hus-
bandry has ordered the closure of 
the meat shops at Lall Bazaar here 
for a week after finding them be-
ing run in unhygienic conditions. 
Animal Husbandry Department 
and Gangtok Municipal Corpora-
tion officials today made a sur-

prise visit to the Goskhan and dis-
covered that the facility was not 
following food safety standards. 

The officials also warned the shop 
owners to keep their shops clean and 
not slaughter animals there. Slaugh-
tering should be done only at the 
slaughter house situated at Rangpo. 

Additional Director, Animal 
Husbandry, Madan Shankar, while 

speaking about the inspection, 
said, “At this moment of Corona-
virus crisis, we should maintain 
proper hygiene everywhere and 
hence the surprise inspection. We 
have ordered the shops to shut 
down for at least one week during 
which period they have to clean 
it thoroughly. After one week we 
will inspect things again.”

Over 10k suspected Covid-19 patients shifted to hospitals by GVKEM&RI
Hyderabad, March 31 
(PTI): GVK Emergency 
Management and Re-
search Institute, which 
operates ambulances in 
15 states and two Union 
Territories in the coun-
try on Tuesday said over 
10,000 people with sus-
pected COVID-19 symp-
toms were transferred 
through their med-
equipped vehicles in all 
the operating states put 
together as on March 
30.

FromMarch 16, GVK 

EMRI intensified the 
COVID-19 services and 
monitoring, an institute 
release said

“Nearly 800 ambu-
lances are grouped un-
der dedicated COVID-19 
ambulance category at 
present.

Over 10,000 suspect-
ed COVID-19 patients 
were transferred by 
March 30 by GVK EMRI 
ambulances,” a release 
from GVK EMRI said 
here.

Every state has 

identified designated 
COVID-19 isolation cen-
tres and hospitals and 
the transfers are hap-
pening to those facil-
ities only, it said, add-
ing GVK EMRI was able 
to immediately align 
its resources to meet 
the growing demand 
ofCOVID-19 related 
emergency response 
services.

Inclusion of COVID-19 
as a special type in the 
list of emergencies at 
Emergency Response 

Centre and mobile appli-
cation system to capture 
the data for enhancing 
the efficiency and effec-
tiveness of emergency 
response services are 
among the initiatives im-
plemented by GVK EMRI, 
it added.

Other initiatives 
include conducting 
COVID-19 orientation 
sessions to reinforce the 
importance of personal 
protection equipment 
(PPE), hygiene and social 
distancing.
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Lockdown Nation
This is required, but so is 
more informed planning

The nation is in a lockdown because Novel Coronavirus has 
proven to be an extremely contagious virus. It might not 

have been around long enough for us to understand it com-
pletely or find a cure, but the four months that it has been 
around have amply proven that it spread exponentially. The 
media-space is rife with stories of how quickly the number 
of infected people doubles and how quickly things can get 
out of hand if level-3 - community infection when even peo-
ple with no travel history or direct contact with someone 
who has travelled from an infected region – is reached. 

Given the desperate status of the public healthcare net-
work in the country and the profiteering instincts of the pri-
vate hospitals, delaying the spread of the virus was a nec-
essary undertaking. What this “difficult” decision, however, 
exposed is the inadequacy of the system. The steel frame of 
the bureaucracy is still blundering through the crisis still 
caught-up in its hierarchies and red tape and the police 
refusing to learn any new nuances in how to handle an un-
precedented situation. The address to the nation complete-
ly forgot that a million migrant workers spread across the 
country would be in panic and destitution, and while one 
understands that lockdown is necessary, the inconsisten-
cy and boorishness with which it continues to be enforced 
leaves on bewildered. The Centre and State Governments 
announce that migrant workers will be taken care of wher-
ever they are even as they are packed into buses and trucks 
and ferried in nightmarish conditions to their home-states 
which quite obviously lack the infrastructure to either test 
or properly quarantine them. And then, the Central Govern-
ment tells the Supreme Court that three in every 10 of these 
migrant workers returning home could be carrying the vi-
rus. Can the country afford the virus reaching the rural areas 
where social distancing is even more difficult and which lack 
even the most basic of healthcare services? And yet, this was 
allowed to happen even as neighbourhoods in other areas 
are threatened with lathicharges and imprisonment if they 
break the lockdown. Shouldn’t accountability be demanded 
of the officers and political leaders who allowed this to hap-
pen because they could not plan things properly and with 
more empathy? 

This confusion is worrying because what is clear is that a 
lockdown is necessary. And no, not because the virus would 
have miraculously gone away even if the harshest lockdown 
was imposed, but, because of the above cited reasons, it is up 
to the people themselves to keep the virus from spreading. 
COVID-19, as mentioned earlier, spread exponentially and, 
with limited testing capacity, this difference between those 
who are getting infected and those who are getting tested 
grows larger every day. As more and more people get infect-
ed and don’t know of their “positive” status, they spread the 
virus to more and more people and the chain keeps growing. 
This is the chain that the lockdown is seeking to break. This 
is the only constrain possible on the virus at present because 
it denies nCoV a place to go and secludes it. Those who mani-
fest symptoms can call in the doctors and receive treatment. 
Those who are asymptomatic, don’t infect any more people 
than they might already have in circles they are intimate with 
on a daily basis any ways.  The lockdown does not kill the vi-
rus, but puts a bubble wrap around it to contain it as best 
as the situation allows. What a lockdown achieves is that 
by isolating people, communities and areas, it disrupts the 
chain of people-to-people transmission the virus needs to 
sustain itself. If this chain is not “broken,” the gap between 
actual and reported cases will get larger and the virus would 
have spread too wide to be contained. In the absence of a 
cure and the status of  our country’s healthcare network, 
this would be disastrous.

Meanwhile, if a lockdown is relatively effective as in Sik-
kim’s case, the limited testing facilities can be dedicated to 
those who are displaying symptoms. This has worked well 
in Sikkim where those with a combination of travel-histo-
ry and symptoms are getting proper medical attention and 
quick tests. Thankfully, all of they have tested negative thus 
far. The story is rather grim elsewhere in the world and the 
country.

This section has argued often that while this might be a 
time of crisis, emergency even, it is not a law & order situa-
tion where the usual tools of enforcing law & order should be 
deployed.  This is a medical and even a humanitarian crisis 
which needs convincing and collaborations, stronger com-
munication and effective state support. The people need to 
be convinced that the best way to combat the virus is not by 
going into paranoid huddles suspecting every outsider 
or everyone outside of being a carrier but by behaving 
as if they themselves have contracted the virus and then 
conducting themselves in a way that they do not infect 
anyone else. And while we internalize this approach, also 
send up a prayer that the pause is being used by the au-
thorities to prepare better for whatever the virus still has in 
store…

State of Emergency: how different countries are 
invoking extra powers to stop the coronavirus

Alan Greene
theconversation.com

National constitutions and inter-
national human rights treaties 

often contain clauses that allow gov-
ernments to temporarily suspend 
their obligations in a time of crisis. 
They can invoke special powers that 
would normally be considered in-
fringements on liberty.

However, while many states have 
enacted what have been described 
as emergency laws in response to 
the coronavirus pandemic, not all 
of these countries have actually de-
clared a state of emergency under 
law. That could have future implica-
tions for their citizens.

Many states are using emergen-
cy powers to impose “lockdowns”, 
for instance. This is not a technical 
legal term but the status seems to 
include measures like new powers 
of detention, closing non-essen-
tial businesses, limiting public 
gatherings and limiting peo-
ple’s movement, monitoring the 
streets to ensure they remain in-
side.

These measures have serious 
implications for the right to lib-
erty, freedom of association, and 
freedom of movement. For exam-
ple, powers to break up and limit 
gatherings are aimed at stopping 
people from spreading the virus, 
but they could also potentially 
be applied to breaking up trade 
unions, political parties and oth-
er organisations that are abso-
lutely vital for democracy.

This is not a priority right 
now, but it could happen in 
the future. This is why citizens 
should be aware of which excep-
tional powers their governments 
have invoked and when they will 
relinquish them.

DECLARING A STATE OF 
EMERGENCY

It’s useful to use the Europe-
an Convention on Human Rights 
(ECHR) as a benchmark for good 
practice because 47 states have 
signed up to the document. It 
therefore gives a good indication 
of what they agree is acceptable 
and what is not. Article 15 of the 
ECHR allows countries to declare 
a state of emergency “in times of 
war or other public emergency 
threatening the life of the nation”.

States can’t just do whatever 
they like to respond to the crisis, 
however. Exceptional powers are 
only allowed “to the extent strict-
ly required by the exigencies of 
the situation”. Some rules – such 
as the prohibition on torture – 
can never be abandoned.

So far, six ECHR nations have 
declared a state of emergency 
under Article 15 in response to 
the pandemic. They are Armenia, 
Estonia, Georgia, Latvia, Moldova 
and Romania.

Others, like Italy and Spain, 
have not used the ECHR mecha-
nism but have declared states of 
emergency in accordance with 
their constitutional provisions. 
Italy’s constitution, for example, 
only allows an emergency to be 
declared by the government, sub-
ject to review by its legislature.

It may be that these countries 
believe their constitutions pro-
vide better protections for rights 
than the ECHR and these high-
er protections need departing 
from. Or they may feel the need 
to circumvent the ordinary deci-
sion-making processes in their 
constitutions that prevent them 
from acting swiftly to respond to 
this emergency.

The UK, meanwhile, has in-
troduced what politicians have 
described as “emergency pow-
ers” but has not declared a state 
of emergency. The government 
convinced parliament to pass 
lengthy legislation allowing extra 
powers in less than a week. 

This shows that there is some 
confusion about whether a coun-
try should declare a state of 
emergency under the ECHR or 
whether it can simply go it alone. 
Some MEPs say derogating from 
the ECHR sends out the “wrong 
signal” about a state’s commit-
ment to human rights. This is be-
cause countries with poor human 
rights records (such as Turkey) 

often declare states of emergen-
cy.

This may be the key reason 
why countries like Spain, Italy 
and the UK are taking a different 
route and relying solely on their 
constitutional provision.

ACCOUNTABILITY
On the other hand, failing to 

declare a state of emergency via 
the ECHR may leave these na-
tions less accountable to the in-
ternational treaties they them-
selves signed.

Officially declaring a state of 
emergency allows exceptional 
powers in exceptional circum-
stances, which means the mecha-
nism is also supposed to prevent 
such powers from being enacted 
in a time of “normalcy”. If a state 
of emergency is not declared, this 
“quarantining effect” of the spe-
cial powers is lost. Instead, states 
can pretend that the exceptional 
measures they have invoked are 
perfectly compatible with the 
normal legal framework.

It will be some time before the 
European Court of Human Rights 
definitively rules on whether a 
state of emergency is needed to 
authorise the emergency pan-
demic powers under the ECHR. 
By then, the crisis will hopeful-
ly be over. However, emergency 
powers have a worrying tenden-
cy of becoming permanent.

It does not take much imag-
ination to see how powers re-
stricting public gatherings to 
control a pandemic could be used 
to other ends. We are already 
seeing worrying developments 
in some European states in re-
sponse to the pandemic. Hungary 
is currently considering an emer-
gency bill that would allow its 
president Victor Orban to rule by 
decree with no cut-off date.

In contrast, Spain’s state of 
emergency expires after 30 days 
but it can be renewed for anoth-
er 30 days. The UK government’s 
extra powers must be renewed 
by parliament after six months 
and will expire in full after two 
years.

However, time-limits to emer-
gency legislation have a poor 
reputation for actually working. 
This is best illustrated by the US 
Patriot Act enacted shortly after 
September 11 2001. Many of the 
most controversial provisions of 
this law are still in force today, 
despite the fact they were origi-
nally due to expire on December 
31 2005.

Declaring a state of emergen-
cy under Article 15 of the ECHR 
and expressly acknowledging 
the unpalatable and temporary 
nature of these measures is best 
practice. It ensures that other 
states and international human 
rights organisations can monitor 
and even police how powers are 
being implemented.

Emergency powers were in-
strumental in ending the Roman 
Republic and in the rise of Adolf 
Hitler, so we should always be 
wary of them. Declaring a state of 
emergency has the useful effect 
of defining the boundaries of ex-
ceptional powers so that checks 
are in place.

[the writer is Senior Lecturer 
in Law, University of Birming-
ham]

State of Emergency: how dif-
ferent countries are invoking ex-
tra powers to stop the coronavi-
rus

Alan Greene
theconversation.com
National constitutions and in-

ternational human rights treaties 
often contain clauses that allow 
governments to temporarily sus-
pend their obligations in a time 
of crisis. They can invoke special 
powers that would normally be 
considered infringements on lib-
erty.

However, while many states 
have enacted what have been 
described as emergency laws in 
response to the coronavirus pan-
demic, not all of these countries 
have actually declared a state of 
emergency under law. That could 
have future implications for their 
citizens.

Many states are using emer-
gency powers to impose “lock-
downs”, for instance. This is not 
a technical legal term but the 
status seems to include measures 
like new powers of detention, 
closing non-essential business-
es, limiting public gatherings 
and limiting people’s movement, 
monitoring the streets to ensure 
they remain inside.

These measures have serious 
implications for the right to lib-
erty, freedom of association, and 
freedom of movement. For exam-
ple, powers to break up and limit 
gatherings are aimed at stopping 
people from spreading the virus, 
but they could also potentially 
be applied to breaking up trade 
unions, political parties and oth-
er organisations that are abso-
lutely vital for democracy.

This is not a priority right 
now, but it could happen in 
the future. This is why citizens 
should be aware of which excep-
tional powers their governments 
have invoked and when they will 
relinquish them.

DECLARING A STATE OF 
EMERGENCY

It’s useful to use the Europe-
an Convention on Human Rights 
(ECHR) as a benchmark for good 
practice because 47 states have 
signed up to the document. It 
therefore gives a good indication 
of what they agree is acceptable 
and what is not. Article 15 of the 
ECHR allows countries to declare 
a state of emergency “in times of 
war or other public emergency 
threatening the life of the nation”.

States can’t just do whatever 
they like to respond to the crisis, 
however. Exceptional powers are 
only allowed “to the extent strict-
ly required by the exigencies of 
the situation”. Some rules – such 
as the prohibition on torture – 
can never be abandoned.

So far, six ECHR nations have 
declared a state of emergency 
under Article 15 in response to the 
pandemic. They are Armenia, Esto-
nia, Georgia, Latvia, Moldova and 
Romania.

Others, like Italy and Spain, have 
not used the ECHR mechanism but 

have declared states of emergency in 
accordance with their constitutional 
provisions. Italy’s constitution, for 
example, only allows an emergency 
to be declared by the government, 
subject to review by its legislature.

It may be that these countries 
believe their constitutions provide 
better protections for rights than 
the ECHR and these higher protec-
tions need departing from. Or they 
may feel the need to circumvent the 
ordinary decision-making process-
es in their constitutions that prevent 
them from acting swiftly to respond 
to this emergency.

The UK, meanwhile, has intro-
duced what politicians have de-
scribed as “emergency powers” but 
has not declared a state of emergen-
cy. The government convinced par-
liament to pass lengthy legislation 
allowing extra powers in less than 
a week. 

This shows that there is some 
confusion about whether a country 
should declare a state of emergency 
under the ECHR or whether it can 
simply go it alone. Some MEPs say 
derogating from the ECHR sends out 
the “wrong signal” about a state’s 
commitment to human rights. This 
is because countries with poor hu-
man rights records (such as Turkey) 
often declare states of emergency.

This may be the key reason why 
countries like Spain, Italy and the 
UK are taking a different route and 
relying solely on their constitutional 
provision.

ACCOUNTABILITY
On the other hand, failing to de-

clare a state of emergency via the 
ECHR may leave these nations less 
accountable to the international 
treaties they themselves signed.

Officially declaring a state of 
emergency allows exceptional pow-
ers in exceptional circumstances, 
which means the mechanism is 
also supposed to prevent such pow-
ers from being enacted in a time of 
“normalcy”. If a state of emergency 
is not declared, this “quarantining 
effect” of the special powers is lost. 
Instead, states can pretend that the 
exceptional measures they have in-
voked are perfectly compatible with 
the normal legal framework.

It will be some time before the 
European Court of Human Rights 
definitively rules on whether a state 
of emergency is needed to authorise 
the emergency pandemic powers 
under the ECHR. By then, the cri-
sis will hopefully be over. However, 
emergency powers have a worrying 
tendency of becoming permanent.

It does not take much imagina-
tion to see how powers restricting 
public gatherings to control a pan-
demic could be used to other ends. 
We are already seeing worrying 
developments in some European 
states in response to the pandemic. 
Hungary is currently considering an 
emergency bill that would allow its 
president Victor Orban to rule by 
decree with no cut-off date.

In contrast, Spain’s state of emer-
gency expires after 30 days but it 
can be renewed for another 30 days. 
The UK government’s extra powers 
must be renewed by parliament af-
ter six months and will expire in full 
after two years.

However, time-limits to emer-
gency legislation have a poor repu-
tation for actually working. This is 
best illustrated by the US Patriot Act 
enacted shortly after September 11 
2001. Many of the most controver-
sial provisions of this law are still 
in force today, despite the fact they 
were originally due to expire on De-
cember 31 2005.

Declaring a state of emergency 
under Article 15 of the ECHR and ex-
pressly acknowledging the unpalat-
able and temporary nature of these 
measures is best practice. It ensures 
that other states and internation-
al human rights organisations can 
monitor and even police how pow-
ers are being implemented.

Emergency powers were instru-
mental in ending the Roman Repub-
lic and in the rise of Adolf Hitler, so 
we should always be wary of them. 
Declaring a state of emergency has 
the useful effect of defining the 
boundaries of exceptional powers 
so that checks are in place.

[the writer is Senior Lecturer in 
Law, University of Birmingham]
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Mamata blooms amid corona gloom 

Pradipta Tapadar
Kolkata, Mar 31 (PTI): She walks brisk-
ly into a crowded marketplace, admon-
ishes people for the unnecessary hubbub, 
picks up a broken brick and draws a circle 
around her.
One more circle and then the other, and 
brusquely asks people how to exercise so-
cial distancing in the trying times corona-
virus has brought in its wake.

Nobody takes umbrage at her curtness, 
and all quietly step into the circles in front 
of a departmental store in the bustling 
Posta Bazaar, many drawing their own cir-
cles and patiently waiting for their turn to 
buy essential supplies.

She nonchalantly wipes the dirt on her 
hand with her spotless white saree and 
nimbly walks through the multitude to 
board her car on way to inspect hospitals, 
sirens of the pilot car blaring.

For the last three weeks West Bengal 

Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee has been 
following this routine apart from holding 
official meetings to review the situation 
and addressing press conferences, deftly 
concealing her sisterly concern under a 
stern countenance, as coronavirus contin-
ues to ravage the world.

West Bengal has had 26 afflictions so 
far of whom three died.

The BJP, which has emerged as the 
main challenger to Banerjees ruling TMC 
after the Lok Sabha polls, clinching 18 of 
the states 42 seats, has called it a publici-
ty stunt, but Didi (elder sister) is unfazed, 
and is doing what she loves to do most-
being among people, distributing 
food and giving a pep talk to doctors 
and paramedical staff.

Close watchers of Bengals political 
scene feel that Banerjees outreach in 
times of distress will indeed endear 
her to the masses.

TMC means Mamata Banerjee. Al-
though all political parties have kept 
politics aside and are fighting unit-
edly against the pandemic, this is 
an opportunity for all state govern-
ments and the Centre to showcase 
their administrative skills with a hu-
mane touch. We think that our Didi is 
far ahead of others in this, a senior 

TMC leader, who preferred not to be 
named, told PTI.

Mamata di is leading from the front, 
disregarding her personal safety. If we 
are able to successfully tide over the cri-
sis with the administration playing a pro-
active role, then we should be in a much 
more advantageous position ahead of next 
assembly polls,” he said.

West Bengal will have state assembly 
election next year after the TMCs unim-
pressive performance in the Lok Sabha 
poll when its tally plunged to 22 from 34 
in the previous general elections.

A battered TMC hired the services of 
poll strategist Prashant Kishor to improve 
its electoral fortunes with a slew of mass 
outreach campaigns like Didi ke Bolo (tell 
Didi) and Banglar Gorbo Mamata (Bengals 
pride Mamata).

But there can be no better mass out-
reach than helping people in distress. 
It has much better and long-lasting 
impact and the state administration is 
just doing that, said another TMC lead-
er.

The police has to be more humane. 
Obviously, law and order has to be 
maintained. But that doesnt mean 
there will be excesses, she said, in a 
subtle warning to the police when they 

deal with people in distress.
She asked the men in uniform also 

to identify the elderly and sick people 
in their respective areas and ensure 
steps are taken to help them.

Often accused of Muslim appease-
ment, Banerjee was evenhanded while ap-
proaching religious leaders to stop large 
gatherings at places of worship. Religious 
leaders responded promptly and positive-
ly with temples, mosques and churches 
issuing instructions to the faithful to avoid 
congregations.

She came in for praise even by her 
political rivals who appreciated her for 
taking them along in the fight against the 
pandemic and seeking their suggestions.

The CPI(M), her arch rival, too praised 
her hard work in the fight against the pan-
demic.

CPI (M) state secretary Surya Kanta 
Mishra acknowledged that the state gov-
ernment was trying hard to stem the coro-
navirus tide and said his party stood with 
the government.

She is trying hard. Our best wishes are 
with her and we also stand by the govern-
ment at this time of crisis.

Politics can take a back seat, Mishra 
said.

The BJP, however, is a divided house 

with a section feeling that the chief min-
isters efforts were more for publicity than 
service and some others saying she was 
doing a good job.

Despite our political differences, we 
should give her the due. She is doing a 
great job and is leading from the front, 
said a senior BJP leader.

However, BJP state president Dilip 
Ghosh said Banerjee was more interested 
in publicity rather than working on the 
ground to fight the pandemic.

Every day we are coming across com-
plaints of lack of proper medical protec-
tion kits and other equipment. Instead of 
seeking publicity she should concentrate 
on fighting the outbreak, he said.

However, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, Home Minister Amit Shah and Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister S Jaishankar, the 
Union minister in charge of West Bengal 
during the 21-day nationwide lockdown, 
called her up last week and appreciated 
the steps taken by the state government to 
prevent the spread of COVID-19.

Bouquets or brickbats, the rumbus-
tious Didi is back on the streets of Kolkata, 
among the hungry and the homeless, as 
she stoops to conquer their hearts and en-
circle her enemies on the political chess-
board.

Another COVID-19 case reported 
in Bihar, total count 16

Patna, Mar 31 (PTI): 
A 35-year-old man with 
a travel history to Dubai 
tested positive for 
COVID-19 on Tuesday 
here, taking the tally of 
those afflicted in Bihar 
to 16, an official said.

Pradip Das, Director 
of ICMR Rajendra Me-
morial Research Insti-
tute, which is conduct-
ing the bulk of corona-
virus tests in the state, 
said the latest case was 
that of a resident of Go-
palganj district who had 
returned from Dubai be-
fore the lockdown came 
into force.

Meanwhile, a 
45-year-old woman, 
who had tested positive 
on March 22 and had 
been admitted to AIIMS, 
Patna, was on Monday 
discharged after full re-

covery, hospital author-
ities said.

The woman, who re-
sides in Anisabad locality 
of the city, had recently 
travelled to Nepal and 
had turned up at the 
hospital to get tested as 
a precautionary mea-
sure.

The hospital au-
thorities said she re-
mained stable during 
her stay at the facility, 
developed no symptoms 
and looked perfectly 
healthy, though a close 
watch would be kept on 
her for another week.

Her family members, 
including her son who 
had recently travelled 
to Italy but did not test 
positive, have been living 
at home in self-imposed 
quarantine.

According to the state 

health department, close 
to 1,100 samples have 
been tested so far.

A 38-year-old man 
whose test results came 
on the same day as that 
of the woman, breathed 
his last before it was 
confirmed that he was 
infected with coronavi-
rus. He had a history of 
travelling to Qatar and 
was admitted to AIIMS, 
Patna, because of renal 
failure.

Testing of samples 
is likely to pick up in 
the state with hordes of 
migrant workers having 
poured in from differ-
ent parts of the country, 
notwithstanding assur-
ances by the Nitish Ku-
mar government that it 
would ensure they were 
looked after wherever 
they happened to be.

COVID-19 patient dies in Bengal, death count 3
Kolkata, Mar 31 (PTI): 
A 47-year-old wom-
an infected with the 
coronavirus died at a 
hospital in West Ben-
gal’s Howrah district, 
taking COVID-19 death 
toll in the state to three, 
a health department offi-
cial said on Tuesday.
The woman had recently 
visited Dooars in North 
Bengal but had no for-
eign travel history.

“The woman, a res-
ident of Salkia in How-
rah, died on Monday 
night before test results 
came. Her test results 
confirmed that she was 
infected with the corona-
virus,” the official said.

The woman was ad-
mitted to the Howrah 
Zilla Hospital on Sunday 
evening with fever and 
severe breathing prob-
lem.

The health depart-
ment is considering 
quarantining the family 
members of the deceased 
and all those who came 
in contact with her, the 

official said.
“We need to find out 

persons whom she had 
recently come in contact 
with. Swab tests of her 
family members will be 
conducted. The nurses 
and doctors who treated 
the woman will also be 
quarantined, he said.

The department will 
also enquire whether 
any family member of 
the deceased had recent-
ly returned from abroad 
or not.

The woman will be 
cremated as per the pre-
scribed protocol set by 
the health department.

After the death of 
the woman, nurses and 
group D staff of the hos-
pital on Tueday staged 
a demonstration, al-
leging that the woman 
was initially admitted 
to the general ward for 
nearly three hours, and 
they had to attend to 
her without personal 
protective gears such as 
masks, gloves and jack-
ets.

“The woman was ad-
mitted here on Sunday 
evening as a suspected 
coronavirus patient. De-
spite several requests to 
provide personal protec-
tive equipment (PPE), 
the authority did not pay 
heed to our demand. We 
had to attend to her with-
out any protection,” one 
of the nurses of the state-
run facility said.

She alleged that the 
woman was initially ad-
mitted to the general 
ward here, and she was 
shifted to the CCU later 
that night, and was on 
ventilation support since 
then.

“The woman was also 
taken for X-ray. We have 
no isolation ward here in 
this hospital, the nurse 
said.

Meanwhile, four new 
cases of coronavirus 
have been reported in 
West Bengal, taking the 
count to 26, the health 
department official said.

Two men from the 
city- one from Salt Lake 

and another from Tolly-
gunge area- tested pos-
itive for COVID-19, and 
are undergoing treat-
ment at two separate pri-
vate hospitals here.

“Neither they have 
any history of travelling 
abroad, nor to any oth-
er state. We are trying 
to find out whether any 
of their family members 
had gone overseas or 
other states.

Family members of 
the two will also be quar-
antined,” he said.

Another man, in his 
early 30s, who had re-
cently returned from Ma-
harashtra, was admitted 
to the Midnapore Medi-
cal College and Hospital 
and tested positive for 
the coronavirus.

The details of the 
fourth person, who test-
ed positive for COVID-19, 
are yet to be ascertained, 
he said.

Meanwhile, the man, 
who had tested positive 
for COVID-19 after re-
turning from the UK, the 

first case in West Bengal, 
is likely to be discharged 
from the Beliaghata I D 
Hospital here on Tues-
day.

He is son of a senior 
state government official.

The health depart-
ment will also discharge 
the woman from Habra, 
who had tested positive 
for COVID-19 after re-
turning from Scotland.

“The latest test re-
sults of the two were 
found negative. They 
will be advised a 14-day 
home quarantine,” the of-
ficial said.

The father of the Bal-
lygunge-resident, who 
had returned from the 
UK and tested positive 
for coronavirus, will also 
be discharged on Tues-
day after his swab test 
came out negative, the 
official added.

Farmers destroy millions of flowers for lack of demand
Laxmi Devi
New Delhi, Mar 31 
(PTI): Brightly coloured 
roses, chrysanthemums, 
lilies, marigold and oth-
er flowers that might 
normally have been 
destined for marriage 
decoration and temples 
-- are now being de-
stroyed by growers in 
unprecedented manner 
as the rapidly spreading 
coronavirus brings de-
mand to a standstill.

When people are 
seemingly keen to 
stockpile essential food 
items, flowers are the 
last thing on their mind.

Also, flower whole-
sale markets across 
the country are shut 
because of the 21-day 
lockdown announced 
to prevent the spread 
of coronavirus, affecting 
thousands of growers 
and traders associat-
ed with the floriculture 
business.

Currently, the gov-
ernment has given ex-
emption from the lock-
down rules for move-
ment and distribution 
of only essential vege-
tables, fruits and oth-
er food items but not 

flowers.
“In such a situation, 

there is no option but to 
destroy. The survival of 
the industry is going to 
be tough as flowers are 
not essential commod-
ity,” Bengalure-based 
floriculturist Bollapally 
Srikanth told PTI.

Bollapally cultivates 
flowers like Rose, Ger-
bera, Carnation, An-
thurium and Gypsophila 
in greenhouses in 35 
acres land in Tubagere 
in Doddaballapura ta-
luk, Bengaluru rural dis-
trict. He employs about 
250 labourers.

Srikanth, who dis-
tributes flowers across 
the country, has esti-
mated about Rs 10 lakh 
per day loss due to the 
lockdown as he begins 
to dump millions of 
flowers in huge skips.

Sharing similar 
plight, another grower 
Prakash Chandra Shuk-
la from Sidhi district, 
Madhya Pradesh said: 
“I have cultivated rose, 
marigold and dahlia in 
3 acres to cater for fes-
tival demand of Ram 
Navami. Now I cannot 
sell it in the market 

due to the lockdown. 
I am feeding it to live-
stock and making com-
post”.

Shukla, who has in-
curred a loss of Rs 1 
lakh from his flower 
crop, said some people 
may want to buy flow-
ers for doing puja at 
home but it would be 
difficult to supply in the 
wake of restriction on 
movement and social 
distancing.

Arjun Singh, a grow-
er from Rohtak, Hary-
ana, said lily flowers 
grown in 6 acres are 
ready for sale but are 
now being destroyed 
in farm fields and some 
dumped in garbage as 
there are no takers for 
it in the current difficult 
times.

“What will the gov-
ernment do? Flowers 
are not priority now 
for most people who 
are more worried about 
basic food. But farmers 
like us will suffer,” he 
said.

Ajay Barua, a whole-
sale distributor of 
flowers in the national 
capital, said: “There is 
no demand for flowers 

anymore because of the 
coronavirus. Our busi-
ness has come to a com-
plete halt as five star ho-
tels and event manage-
ment companies have 
cancelled the orders”.

Even unsold stock is 
rotting due to shutdown 
of both wholesale and 
retail markets, he add-
ed.

Meanwhile, Ghazi-
pur Wholesale Flower 
Mandi Chairman Bijay 
Soni Sisodia said, “We 
are aware of the prob-
lems being faced by 
growers and traders. 
We are discussing with 
the Board members”.

Even if restrictions 
are lifted on flower, it 
would be difficult to co-
ordinate with traders 
getting supplies from 
different parts of the 
country during the cur-
rent lockdown period, 
he said.

Traders bring flow-
ers from major growing 
states like Karnataka, 
West Bengal and Ra-
jasthan for sale in the 
Ghazipur mandi, one of 
the largest wholesale 
flower mandis in India.
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Lionel Messi says players will help staff 
at Barcelona but hits out at board again
Sid Lowe
Madrid, 31 Mar 
[theGuardian]: Lionel 
Messi has announced 
that Barcelona’s first-
team footballers will not 
only take a 70% pay cut 
for as long as the “state 
of alarm” continues in 
Spain but also make con-
tributions to guarantee 
that staff at the club earn 
their full salary through-
out the coronavirus cri-
sis.

In a statement also 
released by Luis Suárez 
on Monday, Messi em-
braced the need for the 
players to be the ones 
to bear the brunt of the 
economic impact on the 
club but criticised the 
board for their handling 
of those measures and 
for what he sees as an 
attempt to turn public 
opinion against them. A 
statement from Barcelo-
na soon after confirmed 
the measures.

Barcelona announced 
last week that they were 
going apply for an ERTE, 

which allows companies 
to impose a temporary 
pay cut of up 70% on 
their employees during 
the crisis. That measure 
is applied unilaterally, 
as per Spanish labour 
laws, and was announced 
by Barcelona before 
an agreement with the 
players for a negotiat-
ed settlement had been 
reached.

The statement from 
the players, released on 
Messi’s Instagram ac-
count, accepts that mea-
sure and confirms that 
the players will have 
their salary cut by the full 
70%. On top of that, the 
first-team squad, whose 
collective annual sala-
ries amount to €391m 
(£347m), have promised 
to protect the rest of the 
staff. Barcelona had an-
nounced that the ERTE 
would include pay cuts 
for “non-sporting” staff, 
although the details were 
not revealed.

“Beyond the reduc-
tion of 70% of our sala-

ries during the state of 
alarm, we are also going 
to make further contri-
bution to ensure that the 
employees can continue 
to be paid 100% of their 
salaries for as long as this 
situation lasts,” Messi’s 
statement read.

Far from ending ten-
sion at the Camp Nou, the 
statement underlined the 
mistrust and the break-
down in the relationship 
between the boardroom 
and the dressing room.

Spain’s football au-
thorities are no closer to 
knowing whether com-

petition will resume this 
season or the full impact 
on the game. Barcelona 
were the first club to 
announce plans to re-
quest an ERTE, followed 
by Atlético Madrid, Es-
panyol and Alavés, and 
of the teams in the top 
division their situation 
is probably the most 
precarious. This is the 
latest in a long series of 
increasingly public con-
flicts between the play-
ers and the president, 
Josep Maria Bartomeu, 
as Barcelona’s institu-
tional and financial cri-

sis deepens.
That mistrust helps 

to explain why a negoti-
ated settlement proved 
hard to reach, despite 
the players’ initial will-
ingness to reduce their 
salaries. That those ne-
gotiations were played 
out in the press, with 
players well aware of the 
relationships the club 
has with certain media, 
worsened the situation. 
Reports were seen by 
some of the players as 
deliberate leaks from the 
board, designed to point 
the finger of blame at 

them for a crisis not of 
their making and forcing 
them into a corner. Messi 
was not prepared to let 
that pass.

“A lot has been written 
and said about the foot-
ball first team at Barcelo-
na, when it comes to the 
players’ salaries during 
this state of alarm,” the 
statement opened. “First 
of all, we would like to 
clarify that we have al-
ways been willing to ap-
ply a wage cut, because 
we understand perfectly 
that this is an exceptional 
situation and we are al-

ways the first to help the 
club when we have been 
asked to. Indeed, we have 
often done so on our own 
initiative in those mo-
ments in which we have 
considered it important 
or necessary.

“For that reason, we 
cannot help but be sur-
prised by the fact that 
from within the club 
there are those trying to 
put us under the micro-
scope or apply pressure 
for us to do something 
that we have always been 
clear that we would do,” 
he added. “In fact, if an 
agreement has taken a 
few days to be reached 
it is simply because we 
were seeking a formula 
to help the club and also 
to help its employees in 
these very difficult times.

“If we did not speak 
publicly before, it was 
because our priority was 
to find real solutions that 
could truly help the club 
and also those who are 
going to be most affected 
by this situation.”

Coronavirus crisis forcing Hull KR’s 
Mose Masoe to leave hospital early

Wakefield, 31 Mar 
[theGuardian]: Hull 
KR’s Mose Masoe has 
been told he will have to 
leave hospital in the next 
72 hours and continue 
his rehabilitation from a 
career-ending spinal in-
jury at home.

The rugby league 
team’s co-captain will be 
discharged from Wake-
field’s Pinderfields hos-
pital this week, with beds 
being freed up for coro-
navirus patients. Masoe 
has only recently started 
walking with the assis-
tance of parallel bars, 
and says he is “not ready” 
to go home.

The 30-year-old prop 
has urged people to “stop 
being selfish” and stay at 
home, after becoming a 
victim of the ripple effect 
of the pandemic.

“They’ve got to clear 
out a lot of wards to get 
in the people who have 
coronavirus so a lot of us 
have to go home,” Masoe 
told the Hull KR website. 
“I’m not really ready to 
go home at all.

“It will be nice to 
get home so I can spend 
some time with my kids 
but there’s a lot of things 

I can’t do myself, like 
going to the toilet and 
things like that. I don’t 
want to put a burden on 
my missus. We just got 
the news this morning so 
we’re still in the dark.”

Masoe says he has 
been told hospital staff 
are concerned about pa-
tients catching the virus. 
“When you get a spinal 
injury we’re at a high 
risk. A lot of people for-
get our immune systems 
drop,” he said.

“We need people to 
stay home so we can 
get back into the hos-
pital to do rehab. Peo-
ple need to stop being 
selfish because we’ve 
felt the effects already. 
It’s the first time in the 
world you can save lives 
by just staying home 

watching TV or playing 
PlayStation.

“That’s my frustra-
tion with people who 
aren’t listening. My wife 
is pregnant so they’ve all 
been staying home and 
she’s only going out to 
get food. They’ve been 
doing the right thing and 
staying away. I haven’t 
seen them for two weeks.

The former Samoa in-
ternational suffered the 
injury in Rovers’ pre-sea-
son game against Wake-
field in January and was 
transferred to Pinder-
fields’ spinal unit after 
four days in the intensive 
care unit at Leeds Gener-
al Infirmary.

Masoe is unable to 
take any equipment 
home with him due to 
limited resources at the 

hospital, but Hull KR and 
the RFL Benevolent Fund 
are hoping to help him 
out.

“I called my missus 
this morning and she’s 
tried to get a stair-lift 
and the benevolent fund 
have pretty much said 
they’ll sort that for me,” 
he said. “I’m very lucky 
and grateful to have the 
support and that net-
work but I feel real sor-
ry for the other patients 
that don’t have that. It’ll 
be tough for them.

“I’m gutted to be go-
ing home because I want-
ed to keep my progres-
sion going. The next step 
was to go from parallel 
bars to a walking frame 
to crutches and then you 
can pretty much walk by 
yourself.”

IOC athletes commission says new Olympic 
dates give “much-needed certainty”

Lausanne, Mar 31 
(PTI): The Internation-
al Olympic Committee’s 
athletes commission on 
Tuesday welcomed the 
announcement of new 
dates for the Olympics, 
saying the declaration 
has given those bound 
for Tokyo “much-needed 
certainty” after the me-
ga-event’s postponement 
to 2021.

In a statement, the 
IOC athletes commis-
sion, which also features 
India’s lone individual 
Olympic gold-medallist 
Abhinav Bindra, lauded 
the announcement of 
new dates -- July 23 to 
August 8, 2021 -- within 
days of the event’s post-
ponement due to the 
global COVID-19 pan-
demic.

“We believe the con-
firmation of the new 
dates will give you 

much-needed certainty 
and allow you to focus on 
your health and safety, as 
well as the health of the 
wider community,” read 
a statement from the 
commission chaired by 
swimmer Kirsty Coven-
try, a two-time Olympic 
gold-winner.

“Additionally, having 
the Games in the summer 
period maximises the op-
portunity for all athletes, 
regardless of their coun-
try, to have the best pos-

sible preparation ahead 
of the Olympic Games To-
kyo 2020,” it added.

The commission also 
welcomed the IOC’s an-
nouncement that those 
who have qualified for 
the Games before the 
qualifying schedule was 
thrown haywire by the 
pandemic, will remain 
Tokyo-bound.

The commission said 
it remains committed 
to advising athletes on 
“training and prepara-

tion, and mental and 
physical health; and an-
ti-doping information 
and updates.”

“We know so many of 
you are facing an incred-
ibly challenging time, 
both with your personal 
and sporting lives.

“We believe that, 
when we all come togeth-
er in 2021, it will be an 
extra-special celebration 
of sport and humanity 
uniting after such a dif-
ficult time for all,” it said.

Misbah calls 
for uniform 
policy in 
dealing with 
corrupt 
cricketers
Karachi, Mar 31 (PTI): 
Pakistan head coach and 
chief selector Misbah-ul-
Haq on Tuesday demand-
ed a clear policy for play-
ers who are found guilty 
of corruption at any level.

However, the former 
Test captain also didn’t 
agree with the public 
comments made by Mu-
hammad Hafeez, who 
feels tainted players 
should not be allowed 
back into the national 
team.

“It is my personal 
opinion that if you are 
playing as a player you 
shouldn’t be giving such 
opinion as the ICC and 
PCB are the authority on 
these matters and they 
take decisions as per ex-
isting law,” he said in a 
video interaction with 
the print media.

He advised Hafeez to 
avoid making comments 
because as a player one 
has to share the dressing 
room.

“It is good that the 
PCB CEO Wasim Khan 
has had a long talk with 
Hafeez on this issue and 
Hafeez has shared his 
ideas as well. I think he 
will now understand that 
it is totally up to organi-
sation to take a decision 
on these issues.”

Asked about Hafeez’s 
suggestion that a clause 
should be put into the 
players contracts on the 
issue of what should hap-
pen if a player is found 
guilty of corruption, 
Misbah said that there 
should be a unanimous 
law for all players.

“But we have to take 
into count many things 
like a player’s education 
and his understanding of 
his position and situation 
and his decision making 
ability. In most cases we 
have seen it has been 
about players failing to 
report any approaches to 
them.”

Misbah players like 
in the recent Umar Ak-
mal case tended to take 
things lightly and landed 
into trouble.

“My personal view is 
that if you want to put 
such a clause for players, 
it should be unanimous 
and should be decided 
once for all.”

Misbah also indicat-
ed that Hafeez might not 
be in the team manage-
ment’s future plans in 
the ODI format.

“When we sit down to 
talk about ODI cricket we 
will have to see whether 
Hafeez would be playing 
in the 2023 World Cup 
because you have to start 
planning about a World 
Cup well in time.

Pay cut a small thing, players are prepared 
to do their bit for game’s survival: Paine

Melbourne, Mar 31 
(PTI): Australian crick-
eters might have to ac-
cept a pay cut due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
conceded Test captain 
Tim Paine but insisted 
that making financial 
sacrifices is a “small 
thing” in the current sit-
uation and they are pre-
pared to “do their bit”.

A pay cut for the top 
cricketers seems to be 
on the cards with Crick-
et Australia delaying an-
nual contracts for both 
the men’s and women’s 
national teams. CA is pre-
paring for the possibili-
ty of a severely-affected 
home summer due to the 
coronavirus outbreak.

“Certainly discus-
sions will start happen-
ing in the next week or 
so,” Paine was quoted as 
saying by ‘ESPNCricinfo’.

“Certainly if things 
happen similar to what’s 
happened to football and 
other sports, then we’ve 
certainly got to do our bit 
to make sure the game 
survives and remains re-
ally healthy for years to 
come.

“If it comes to that, 
I’m sure that’s some-
thing that the players 
will look at. But there are 
bigger issues going on 
around the world at the 
moment than how much 

our sportsmen are going 
to get paid. That’ll be a 
small thing to us if that 
was to happen.”

Australia could have 
overtaken India in the 
World Test Champion-
ship ahead of the Bor-
der-Gavaskar series if 
Paine’s side would have 
managed a 2-0 series win 
over Bangladesh in June 
but with the coronavirus 
outbreak forcing a crick-
et shutdown, the tour is 
now unlikely to go ahead.

“You don’t have to be 
Einstein to realise (the 
Bangladesh tour) is prob-
ably unlikely to go ahead, 
particularly in June. 
Whether it’s cancelled 
or pushed back, we’re 
not quite sure at the mo-
ment,” Paine said.

“Some series have 
been cancelled and 
whether ones going 
forward are going to be 
continually cancelled 
or we’re going to post-
pone them (is uncer-
tain) but it’s a couple 

of Test matches and if 
at the end of the day we 
have to miss them, then 
so be it.”

There is a lot of uncer-
tainty over the resched-
uling of the international 
calender, especially with 
the World Test Champi-
onship final slated for 
June 2021.

Paine said they are 
eager to make the decid-
er and might need to play 
five successive weeks to 
complete the World Test 
Championship.

“... maybe players 
are going to go through 
a period where we play 
five weeks’ cricket (at a 
stretch) if we can to com-
plete the Test champion-
ship. I think all players 
will be in favour of trying 
to finish that in any way 
we can.

“But again if it doesn’t 
happen as I said there 
are bigger issues in the 
world and missing a few 
Test matches isn’t going 
to hurt us,” he said.

Rohit Sharma chips in with Rs 80 lakh
Mumbai, Mar 31 (PTI): 
Star India batsman Rohit 
Sharma has donated Rs 
80 lakh to fight the rap-
idly-spreading COVID-19 
pandemic, saying the 
onus is on the citizens to 
help the country get back 
on its feet.
Rohit, who is the 
vice-captain of the Indian 
ODI team, has donated Rs 
45 lakh and Rs 25 lakh to 
the and CM’s Relief Fund 
(Maharashtra) respec-
tively.

He has given Rs 5 lakh 
to ‘Zomato Feeding India’, 
which is helping families 
affected by the ongoing 
national lockdown, and 
another Rs 5 lakh to help 
aid the welfare of stray 
dogs.

“We need our country 
back on feet & the onus is 
on us. I’ve done my bit to 
donate 45lakhs to #PM-
CaresFunds, 25lakhs 

to #CMReliefFund Ma-
harashtra, 5lakhs to @
FeedingIndia and 5lakhs 
to #WelfareOfStrayDogs. 
Let’s get behind our lead-
ers and support them @
narendramodi @CMO-
Maharashtra,” tweeted 
the elegant right hand-
ed batsman on Tuesday 
morning.

Rohit joined the list 
of top sportsmen com-
prising batting mae-
stro Sachin Tendulkar, 
his skipper Virat Kohli, 
Suresh Raina, and his 

Test teammate Ajinkya 
Rahane among others 
who have generously do-
nated for the cause.

Maharashtra is one of 
the worst affected states 
in the pandemic with the 
positive cases in the state 
standing at 225 till Tues-
day morning.

In India, according to 
the union health minis-
try, the death toll due to 
COVID-19 has increased 
to 32 while the cases 
have soared to 1,251 till 
Monday night.
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Pak court exempts Sharif from personal 
appearance in money laundering case

By M Zulqernain
Lahore, Mar 31 (PTI): 
A Pakistani court has 
exempted ailing former 
prime minister Nawaz 
Sharif, who is in London 
for treatment, from per-
sonal appearance in a 
money laundering case.

Sharif, 70, has been 
in London since Novem-
ber last year.

The Lahore Account-
ability Court on Monday 
exempted Sharif from 
personal hearing in the 
Chaudhry Sugar Mills 
(CSM) case till the filing 
of a formal case.

Sharif in his peti-
tion had requested the 
court that he should be 
granted exemption as 
his doctors in London 
are not allowing him to 
travel.

The three time 
premier’s daughter 

Maryam Nawaz was also 
given exemption from 
personal appearance.

She has also filed a 
petition in the Lahore 
High Court seeking per-
mission to go abroad 
to look after her father. 
This case is pending in 
the court.

The National Ac-
countability Bureau has 
accused Sharif along 
with two others of mon-
ey laundering under the 
garb of sale/purchase of 
the sugar mills’ shares.

According to Sharif ’s 
brother Shahbaz, the 
former premier will un-
dergo a heart procedure 
this week. He said Sharif 
cannot return the coun-
try till he gets well.

The Imran Khan gov-
ernment has already 
declared Sharif an ‘ab-
sconder’ after refusing 

to extend his four-week 
bail granted by court on 
medical grounds.

The Pakistan govern-
ment says it is not sat-
isfied Sharif ’s medical 
reports and he should 
return to the country 
forthwith.

The Lahore High 
Court in October last 
year granted bail 
to Sharif on medi-
cal grounds for four 
weeks, allowing the 
Punjab government to 
extend it further in the 
light of his medical re-
ports.

The Islamabad High 
Court had also grant-
ed bail to Sharif in the 
Al Azizia Mills corrup-
tion case, in which the 
former prime min-
ister was serving a 
seven-year jail term, 
clearing his way to 

travel abroad for med-
ical treatment.

According to Sharif’s 

physician, he is suffering 
from complex multi-ves-
sel coronary artery dis-

ease and substantial 
ischemic and threatened 
myocardium for which 
he is due to undergo sur-
gery.

According to a media 
report, Sharif’s physician 
David Lawrence said that 
the his heart surgery will 
have to wait until the 
prevailing uncertainty of 
Covid-19 settles down, 
hinting at his extended 
duration of stay abroad.

According to the doc-
tor, Sharif “at his age, 
with significant disease 
burden, falls in the cate-
gory of patients who if ex-
posed can develop serious 
Covid-19 symptoms with 
adverse effects .

The doctor further 
said that Sharif has been 
advised to stay in close 
proximity of advanced 
health facilities in Lon-
don.

Italy mourns its virus dead at end of fateful month
Rome, Mar 31 (AFP): 
Italy marked a minute of 
silence and flew flags at 
half mast on Tuesday to 
mourn the 11,591 peo-
ple who have died from 
the coronavirus pan-
demic that has drasti-
cally altered life in the 
Mediterranean country.

The nation of 60 
million people has re-
corded nearly a third of 
all fatalities caused by 
the disease around the 
world.

The day of mourning 
marks a month in which 
Italy saw more deaths 
from a single disaster 
than at any time since 
World War II.

It was first detected 
in Italy near the north-
ern city of Milan in late 
February.

The virus “is an in-

jury that hurt the whole 
country”, Rome mayor 
Virginia Raggi said after 
observing a minute’s si-
lence at noon.

“Together, we will 
get through this,” she 
said at a ceremony held 
outside Rome’s city hall.

Vatican City also 
flew its yellow-and-
white flags at half mast 
in solidarity with the 
rest of Italy.

The Italian govern-
ment imposed an un-
precedented lockdown 
three weeks ago to help 
stem the spread of a 
virus that has now of-
ficially infected more 
than 100,000 people in 
the country.

The financial cost 
of the forced shutdown 
of almost all business-
es threatens to send 

Italy’s economy -- the 
European Union’s third 
largest last year -- into 
its deepest recession in 
decades.

The government 
decided to extend the 

shutdown Monday until 
at least mid-April.

Stores and restau-
rants are not expected 
to start opening until at 
least May and no official 
is willing to predict when 

life might return to the 
way it was just a month 
ago.

“The sacrifice we 
make when we are asked 
to stay at home is neces-
sary to save all of us,” the 

Rome mayor said.
“We must do it for 

all those who lost their 
lives and all those who 
put their lives at risk by 
working for us all -- the 
doctors the nurses, the 
people who work in su-
permarkets.”

But the head of the 
infectious diseases de-
partment at Milan’s Lu-
igi Sacco Hospital that 
managed to isolate the 
Italian strain said he was 
looking at the future with 
some hope.

“We have the impres-
sion that (the pandemic) 
is weakening,” Massimo 
Galli told Italian radio.

Italy reported 812 
deaths on Monday. Its 
single day record was 
969 on Friday -- the high-
est daily toll recorded 
anywhere in the world.

Ukraine parliament adopts ‘historic’ land reform bill
Kiev, Mar 31 (AFP): 
Ukraine’s parliament 
on Tuesday lifted a 
long-standing ban on the 
sale of farmland, a crucial 
and controversial piece 
of legislation needed to 
unlock support from the 
International Monetary 
Fund.
In the early hours of 
Tuesday, 259 lawmakers 
-- sporting masks and 
gloves to guard against 
coronavirus infection -- 
backed the bill as Pres-
ident Volodymyr Zelen-
sky applauded them and 
flashed a victory sign.

The president has to 
sign off on the bill for it 
to become law.

On Monday Zelensky 

had urged MPs to lift the 
ban, warning that the 
ex-Soviet country could 
default due to the eco-
nomic shocks of the coro-
navirus pandemic.

“It is vital to support 
our economy today,” he 
told lawmakers before 
the vote.

The bill has sparked 
huge controversy and 
multiple protests in 
one of Europe’s poorest 
countries.

While the land re-
form has been wel-
comed by investors, 
critics fear that opening 
up the land market will 
lead to a takeover by 
foreign owners or giant 
holdings of land which, 

since the Soviet era, 
have only been available 
for rent.

“This is undeniably 
a historic event,” Andriy 
Yermak, chief of Zelen-
sky’s staff, said on Face-
book.

According to the lat-
est version of the legis-
lation, Ukrainians will be 

able to buy or sell farm-
land from July 2021.

The government ini-
tially planned to allow 
foreigners to buy farm-
land from 2024, but Zel-
ensky, under pressure 
from opponents, has 
promised a referendum 
on the issue.

The former Soviet 

republic, whose stall-
ing economy has been 
propped up by Western 
aid for years, is home to 
one-third of the world’s 
fertile black soil rich in 
nutrients.

To receive an 8 bil-
lion loan from the Inter-
national Monetary Fund 
Ukraine also has to pass 

a banking reform bill.
The key piece of leg-

islation, already adopted 
in a first reading on Mon-
day, is seen by many as 
aimed at preventing Igor 
Kolomoisky, Ukraine’s 
top tycoon with ties to 
Zelensky, from regaining 
control of Privatbank, the 
country’s largest lender.

Air Canada to temporarily 
lay off half its workforce

Montreal, Mar 31 
(AFP): Air Canada an-
nounced Monday it 
would temporarily lay off 
nearly half of its employ-
ees and reduce activity 
by up to 90 percent in the 
second quarter due to 
the coronavirus.

The measures would 
affect 15,200 employees 
and about 1,300 man-
agers from April 3, the 
airline said in a press re-
lease.

Last week, Air Canada 
-- the first Canadian air-
line to be hit hard by the 
pandemic -- announced 
the temporary layoff of 
more than 5,100 flight at-
tendants, including 1,500 
members of its low-cost 
subsidiary Air Canada 
Rouge.

“The unpredictable 
extent and duration of 
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic requires a significant 
overall response,” Air 
Canada president Calin 
Rovinescu said in the 
statement.

“To furlough such a 
large proportion of our 
employees is an extreme-
ly painful decision but 
one we are required to 
take given our dramati-
cally smaller operations 
for the next while.” The 
Montreal-based compa-

ny will reduce operations 
for the second quarter of 
2020 by 85 to 90 percent 
compared to the same 
period the previous year.

A cost reduction pro-
gram will be implement-
ed to generate “at least 
500 million” (320 million 
euros). Senior executives 
will give up a part of their 
salary, and the president 
and chief financial officer 
will give up their entire 
salary.

Air Canada has sus-
pended most of its inter-
national flights, includ-
ing to the United States, 
after the announcement 
of the temporary closure 
of the US-Canada border 
in an attempt to stop the 
spread of the coronavi-
rus.

The number of air-
ports in Canada it is now 
serving has been reduced 
from 62 to 40.

Air Canada employs 
36,000 people around 
the world, according to 
the company website.

Canada’s sec-
ond-largest airline, Air 
Transat, which is being 
acquired by Air Can-
ada, also announced 
it would lay off nearly 
2,000 flight attendants, 
beginning in early 
April.

US judge grants early release to 
Brazilian in FIFA corruption scandal

New York, Mar 31 
(AFP): - A federal judge 
in New York on Monday 
granted the release from 
prison on humanitarian 
grounds of an 87-year-
old former senior Bra-
zilian football official 
tarnished by the FIFA 
corruption scandal.

Judge Pamela Chen 
authorized the release of 
Jose Maria Marin, a for-
mer Brazilian Football 
Confederation president, 
who was serving a four-
year prison sentence for 
accepting millions of dol-
lars in bribes as part of 
the global FIFA corrup-
tion scandal.

Marin was scheduled 
for release in early De-
cember 2020, according 
the US Federal Bureau of 
Prisons.

But following a re-
quest from the Bra-
zilian’s lawyers Chen 
granted a “compassion-
ate release,” for reasons 
“including his advanced 
age, significantly dete-
riorating health, elevat-
ed risk of dire health 
consequences due to 
the current COVID-19 

outbreak, status as a 
non-violent offender, 
and service of 80% of 
his original sentence,” a 
court document seen by 
AFP read.

Marin was the first 
major football official 
found guilty and sent 
to prison in the United 
States as part of the “FIFA 
gate” scandal of kick-
backs and bribes that 
smeared the reputation 
of the global sports orga-
nization.

He was being held in 
FCI Allenwood, a mini-
mum security facility in 
the state of Pennsylvania.

In August of 2018, 
a New York jury found 
Marin guilty of accept-
ing 6.6 million in bribes 
-- along with his deputy, 
Marco Polo del Nero -- in 
exchange for contracts to 
broadcast major tourna-
ments.

Upon hearing his sen-
tence Marin, who had al-
ready served 13 months 
behind bars, broke down 
in the courtroom and 
burst out crying.

“I could die in pris-
on!” he wailed.

US judge grants early release to Brazilian in FIFA corruption scandal
New York, Mar 31 (AFP): - A 
federal judge in New York on Mon-
day granted the release from pris-
on on humanitarian grounds of an 
87-year-old former senior Brazil-
ian football official tarnished by 
the FIFA corruption scandal.

Judge Pamela Chen authorized 
the release of Jose Maria Marin, a 
former Brazilian Football Confed-
eration president, who was serv-
ing a four-year prison sentence 
for accepting millions of dollars 
in bribes as part of the global FIFA 
corruption scandal.

Marin was scheduled for re-
lease in early December 2020, 
according the US Federal Bu-

reau of Prisons.
But following a request from 

the Brazilian’s lawyers Chen grant-
ed a “compassionate release,” for 
reasons “including his advanced 
age, significantly deteriorating 
health, elevated risk of dire health 
consequences due to the current 
COVID-19 outbreak, status as a 
non-violent offender, and service 
of 80% of his original sentence,” 
a court document seen by AFP 
read.

Marin was the first major 
football official found guilty 
and sent to prison in the United 
States as part of the “FIFA gate” 
scandal of kickbacks and bribes 

that smeared the reputation of 
the global sports organization.

He was being held in FCI Allen-
wood, a minimum security facility 
in the state of Pennsylvania.

In August of 2018, a New York 
jury found Marin guilty of accept-
ing 6.6 million in bribes -- along 
with his deputy, Marco Polo del 
Nero -- in exchange for contracts 
to broadcast major tournaments.

Upon hearing his sentence 
Marin, who had already served 13 
months behind bars, broke down 
in the courtroom and burst out 
crying.

“I could die in prison!” he 
wailed.
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SOCIALLY DISTANT SELFIE! Actress, Kate Hudson took a sel-
fie with a friend while practicing social distancing in Los An-

Not worried about stereotypes, just want 
to work in Bollywood: Sajjad Delafrooz

Justin Rao
Mumbai, Mar 31 (PTI): Iranian actor Sajjad 
Delafrooz says his love for Bollywood pre-
cedes his love for acting, which is why he is 
not bothered about being stereotyped as long 
as he gets good work.

Sajjad was first noticed in Akshay Kumar 
starrer “Baby” with his role of a doctor. His 
next two outings featured him as a baddie -- a 
terrorist in “Tiger Zinda Hai” and a criminal 
mastermind for Neeraj Pandey’s latest web-
series “Special Ops”.

Co-directed by Shivam Nair, the series re-
volves around a manhunt for a fictitious ter-
rorist mastermind responsible for carrying 
out multiple terror attacks.

“Stereotyping happens with a lot of actors. 
I’m not worried about that. My main focus now 
is to work, do a good job and do every role dif-
ferently. You can see a different person on ‘Ti-
ger Zinda Hai’ and ‘Special Ops’. My main aim is 
to be and work in Bollywood. The stereotyping 
doesn’t bother me,” Sajjad told PTI.

The 36-year-old actor said he is amazed 
by the response to the Hotstar Special and 
gives credit to Pandey for the character.

“The response is unexpected. Neeraj Pan-
dey was one of the biggest reasons I wanted 
to be a part of the show as I wanted to work 
with him again. It’s a great feeling to now be 
appreciated for your performance. All the 
credit goes to Neeraj. I just had to listen to his 
brief and deliver the way he wanted. I trusted 
him completely as an actor,” he said.

Born in Iran, Sajjad grew up in Sharjah, 
UAE in an Indian community where he was 
first introduced to Hindi films and music.

Though films and songs were considered 
a taboo in the conservative society, as a child, 
Sajjad never saw anything bad in them and 

c o u l d only see “hope, 
b e a u t y and happiness.”

“ M y love for Bol-
l y w o o d happened be-
fore my love for acting. 
I wanted to come to India 
b e c a u s e I loved Bolly-
wood but didn’t 

know I wanted to be an actor... The love grew 
in me with time. I had to lie and plan to go 
to cinema halls to watch films of Shah Rukh 
Khan and others.”

Unable to bear the monotony of his PR 
manager job, Sajjad quit in 2011 and packed 
his bags to head to Bollywood.

“It took me seven years to find my place 
here. It’s a big market, it’s not easy and it’s 
challenging. I’m still fighting for it but I’m 
happy after seven years of failing and picking 
myself up, I’ve finally found my way to Bol-
lywood.”

The actor, who has worked in films in 
several languages, including Farsi, Turkish 
and Arabic, said he is aware that some of the 
roles that he is offered can be limiting but he 
doesn’t want to leave any stone unturned.

“I remember when I had started out, peo-
ple said, how can you act, you’re a model’. I’ve 
been working on my Hindi for the past two 
years, I know it’s a matter of time before I get 
better roles. If I work hard, I can definitely 
achieve it,” he added.

Salman Khan’s nephew Abdullah 
Khan passes away at 38

Mumbai, Mar 31 (PTI): Bollywood super-
star Salman Khan’s nephew and body build-
er Abdullah Khan passed away at a hospital 
here, a source close to the family said. He was 
38.
Abdullah died on Monday at city-based 
Lilavati Hospital, the insider added.
Reportedly, the cause of death is lung infec-
tion.

Asked to confirm the reports, the source 
told PTI, “It seems so but final reports are not 
out yet.”

Salman took to Twitter to remember his 
nephew.

The “Dabangg 3” actor shared a picture 
of him posing with Abdullah and captioned it 
as, “Will always love you...”

Actor Rahul Dev offered his condolenc-
es and tweeted, Sincere condolences and 
prayers .. Strength to family.

Sharing a photo of Abdullah, actor Dai-
sy Shah, wrote, “Will always love you my 
bestie...#RestInPeace.”

Singer-actor Iulia Vantur also posted a 
picture of Abdullah and wrote, “As you said 
‘we fall, we break, we fail but then we rise, we 
heal, we overcome’. @aaba81 u left too soon. 
#realstrong #rip (sic)”

Salman and his family are at their Panvel 
farmhouse amid countrywide lockdown in 
the wake of coronavirus pandemic.

Recently, the actor pledged to offer finan-
cial help to 25,000 daily wage cine workers, 
who are in dire need of assistance.

Emilia Clarke promises virtual dinner 
date in exchange for COVID-19 donation

London, Mar 31 (PTI): “Game of 
Thrones” star Emilia Clarke has of-
fered a dinner date to people donat-
ing money to SameYou, her charity 
that supports those recovering from 
brain injuries and strokes, in the 
wake of the coronavirus pandemic.
The new initiative by the founda-
tion aims to help the National Health 
Service, the publicly funded health-
care system of the UK, free up beds 
for coronavirus patients by helping 
people recover from brain injuries at 
home.

In a video shared on Instagram on 
Monday, Clarke said 12 donors will be 
randomly selected from around the 
world for a virtual dinner with her.

“We’ll cook it together and eat it 
together. And we will discuss lots of 
things isolation and fear and also fun-
ny videos. And, you know, the fact that 
I can’t really cook. So it’s going to be 
fun,” the 33-year-old said in the clip.

Clarke has set the donation 
amount to 250,000 pounds.

The drive is in partnership with 

the Spaulding Rehabilitation Hospi-
tal in Massachusetts and the Univer-
sity College London Hospital.

“We are creating a virtual reha-
bilitation clinic so brain injury sur-
vivors have somewhere to go and 
somewhere to feel safe and some-
where to not feel so alone and isolat-
ed, which I think is a good thing. We 
need to do all we can to release as many 

beds as possible to free up our hard-
working NHS,” Clarke said.

The actor founded SameYou after re-
vealing that she had suffered from two 
brain aneurysms in the early days of 
“Game of Thrones”.

Over the weekend, “X-Men” star 
James McAvoy donated 275,000 pounds 
to the NHS to combat the coronavirus 
pandemic.

Tenor Placido Domingo feels ‘fine’ after coronavirus
Mexcio City, Mar 31 (AP): Tenor Placido Domingo said Monday 
he is resting at home after catching the new coronavirus.
Domingo said in a statement that he is “at home and I feel 
fine.” The 79-year-old was reportedly hospitalized in Mex-
ico after publicly acknowledging on March 22 that he had 
tested positive for COVID-19 and said he was going into iso-
lation.

Domingo, who has longstanding ties to Mexico, had suf-
fered from a fever and a cough.

Domingo wrote on Monday that from the very first 
symptom I was, as usual, under medical supervision, given 
my age and my comorbidity.

My thoughts right now are with those who suffer and 
with all those who are generously working to save lives, he 
said. I thank everyone for your affection and once again I 
recommend everyone to stay safe at home. See you soon.

For most people, the new coronavirus causes mild or 

moderate symptoms, such as fever and cough that clear up 
in two to three weeks. For some, especially older adults and 
people with existing health problems, it can cause more severe 
illness, including pneumonia and death.

The opera singer’s illness comes after his own glittering 
career had recently been stained by sexual misconduct reve-
lations.

Last year, multiple women accused Domingo of harassment 
and abusing his power while he held management positions at 
Los Angeles Opera and Washington National Opera in stories 
published by The Associated Press.

After first denying any wrongdoing, Domingo issued an 
apology last month when the American Guild of Musical Art-
ists and LA Opera found the sexual harassment allegations 
against him to be credible.

He has since had a number of performances canceled. He 
also resigned as the director of the LA Opera.
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ARIES:
Having *this* much proximity to others can be both a good and a 
bad thing, depending on how you choose to look at it. For everything 
you love about them, there are about 100 things that you cannot tol-
erate. But living with you is no party either, Aries! So be kind. Be com-
passionate. Understand where the other is coming from, appreciate 
what they’re doing for you, and give thanks often. Remember, nobody is 
obliged to alter their personality to meet your expectations.
TAURUS:
It’s easy to start playing the blame game. I mean you’re under 
lockdown, your job situation is causing you so much stress, and 
that to-do list seems to be growing by the minute! It will become 
increasingly easy to snap and lose your cool with other people as 
the days go by. But is that the best way to deal with your circum-
stances? Taurus, put your adult pants on, realise that we’re all in 
this together, and that unless you practice kindness and accept 
where you are right now, you will not be able to get through this.
GEMINI:
Things could have been a lot worse, but you’re safe, you’re in-
doors, you have a source of sustenance, and are surrounded by at 
least a few people you love. Give thanks, Gemini. Send out a prayer 
of gratitude into the Universe. Know that raising your vibrations will 
make you a magnet for the good stuff. What you could be struggling 
with, however, is finding moments of Zen where it’s just you and 
yourself. How about a ritualistic bath followed by a tête-à-tête with 
your spirit guides? Don’t worry, the world will not go on hold if you 
disappear for a hot second.
CANCER:
Cancer, you’re making the most of your house arrest—cook-

ing, cleaning, working out *and* meeting your deadlines like 
a queen. Not that we’d expect anything less from you! What’s 
making this period away from the matrix oh-so-special is that it 
is giving you clarity on who your real people are and the connec-
tions you want to consciously cultivate over the next few weeks. 
Things to do this evening: get on to HouseParty and host a games 
night for your crew. It’s going to be a BYOS affair: bring your own 
sanitiser, duh!
LEO:
Confidence has always been your superpower, Leo. Then what’s 
making you doubt your abilities now? The cards are urging you 
to dig into your reserves and remind yourself of your strength 
and the mountains that you have moved in the past. It may seem 
like the world is on lockdown, but this is just temporary. We will 
all find a sense of normalcy soon. In other words, you will be 
given the platform to showcase your talents and share your gifts 
with the world. So continue to put in the work even though no-
body is watching right now.
VIRGO:
Staying indoors is no problem at all! You’re secretly a caveman 
anyway. What this period away from the matrix is awakening you 
to is the fact that you are blessed with a soul crew that’s hold-
ing space for you despite the turbulence they may be facing in 
their own lives. Celebrate and nurture these connections, Virgo. 
Make a conscious effort to reach out, especially when you feel like 
you’re melting into the black hole. We need each other’s support 
more than ever before.
LIBRA:
Sometimes we get so caught up in fulfilling our dreams that we 

forget to notice when they come to fruition. Take a moment, 
Libra. Be grateful for the blessings. This life is no accident. You 
have consciously cultivated the garden you are surrounded 
in with love and care, and have been supported by your spir-
it team every step of the way. Let the harvest inspire you to 
keep putting in the work and create the abundance you desire. 
Remember, the challenges presented to you at this moment 
cannot be overcome by using the same tricks. Be creative. Ap-
proach everything before you with a beginner’s mind.
SCORPIO:
A Wayne Dyer quote to help you tap into your inner wisdom: 
“A higher concept of yourself involves taking on new truths 
and shedding old views of what you can achieve. This is the 
only way you can achieve your desires.” Scorpio, you’re in the 
midst of a massive transformation, one that is making you re-
alise you’re not the person you used to be. Give yourself the 
freedom to explore and try on a new pair of jeans. There is 
no better time than the now to move closer to your true self. 
Not everybody will understand this metamorphosis. Let go of 
the need to please everybody. Those who truly love you will 
acknowledge the self-work and take pride in seeing you glow.
SAGITTARIUS:
This period of reflection is challenging you to turn inwards and 
face your inner demons. Sagittarius, know you tried your best, 
and that is enough. Practicing forgiveness is the only way to free 
yourself. Instead of thinking of life as a school, think of it as a play-
ground, a place where you’re encouraged to have fun, trip and 
fall, and make plenty of mistakes. As Tryon Edwards once said, 
“The error of the past is the wisdom and success of the future.”

CAPRICORN:
You may find yourself going back and forth on a lot of decisions. 
Where is this feeling of uncertainty coming from? Are you block-
ing out your own voice in order to listen to that of others? Could 
you be feeling disconnected from your inner wisdom? Set some 
time aside to tune in, Capricorn. Meditation is a good way to fa-
cilitate the journey inwards. Observe the thoughts and feelings 
that arise when you are in your Zen place. You could even journal 
the first thought that comes to you. Remember, your guides are 
always communicating with you from beyond the veil.
AQUARIUS:
A major part of the growth and evolution process is acknowl-
edging that you are no longer the person that you used to be. 
Change is the only constant, right? Your time away from the 
world is helping you uncover newer truths about yourself and 
the cosmos. Continue to shed the layers that feel inauthentic. 
You are making space for a brand new narrative, starting now. 
Remember, every time your inner world goes through a shift, 
it brings about a change in your outer reality. You will find that 
some relationships are just not how they used to be, while 
others are becoming rock solid.
PISCES:
Want to hear a cliché, Pisces? Everything you seek is on the other side 
of fear. Organise a Ted Talk for your demons. Strip them off the power to 
influence your decisions. This is the only way to move closer to the big 
goals you have set for yourself. The world may be on lockdown, but that 
shouldn’t stop you from putting in the work and making your dreams a 
reality. Trust that the Universe will reward your commitment by clear-
ing the roadblocks that were once hindering your growth.


