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NITESH R PRADHAN
G , 06 A :

As soon as the news of 
Mount Khangchend-

zonga being replaced in 
Rs 100 notes broke, the 
reaction in the home 
state of the world’s third 
highest peak has been 
that of surprise with 
many expressing disap-
pointment and sadness.

Opposition party, Sik-
kim Krantikari Morcha 
has stated that it is real-
ly unfortunate that the 
newly released hundred 
rupee note does not fea-
ture the image of Khang-
chendzonga. The revered 
mountain is the pride of 
Sikkim which has cap-

tured the emotional 
Sikkimese imagination 
through all these years. 

“We do not know if 
this move has been done 
deliberately but it has 
certainly hurt the sen-

timents of the people of 
Sikkim. RBI, Union Gov-
ernment should rectify 
this callous mistake on 
their part,” said the par-
ty’s general secretary, 
Press and Publicity, Bi-

kash Basnet.
They have also de-

manded that the State 
Government immedi-
ately communicate with 
the concerned authority 
and restore the image of 

Khangchendzonga. 
Khangchendzonga 

on Rs 100 note is to be 
replaced by Rani ki Vav, 
Gujarat.

Many Sikkimese have 
blamed the Centre of 
complete disregard for 
Sikkimese sentiments.

Senior media person, 
Mita Zulca, co-author of 
Khangchendzonga: Sa-
cred Summit, says in a 
Facebook post, says, “ 
Say goodbye to seeing 
Mt. Khangchendzonga on 
100 rupee notes. BJP has 
replaced it with image of 
Rani Ki Vav, a stepwell 
situated in the town of 
Patan in Gujarat, built as 
a memorial to some king. 

Guess it does not matter 
but kinda sad anyway,”

“Why, BJP?” she 
questions.

It must be noted here 
that Sikkimese across 
different faiths consider 
the peak sacred as the re-
side of Sikkim’s guardian 
deity.

Another activist, 
Gyatso Lepcha wrote on 
social media that nobody 
cares in the modern de-
mocracy where numbers 
and money matter, and in 
both counts the state lags 
behind.

Many have expressed 
helplessness on not be-
ing able to do anything to 

Khangchendzonga to be replaced from
Rs 100 note, Sikkimese disappointed  

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 05 A :

The High Court of Sik-
kim has upheld the 

conviction and quantum 
of punishment awarded 
to Phurba Tenzing Bhu-
tia, a Sikkim Krantikari 
Morcha party supporter 
convicted for the mur-
der of Sikkim Democratic 
Front (SDF) party work-
er Narendra Kumar Gu-
rung in one of the more 
violent pre-poll episodes 
of 2014.

The incident had 
occurred on 04 March, 
2014 at Sribadam in 
West Sikkim.

While dismissing the 
appeal challenging the 
order of the trail court 
at Gyalshing, West Sik-
kim, the High Court, on 
01 August, observed: 
“… Order on Sentence 
thereby brooks no inter-
ference,” adding that the 
High Court was of the 
considered opinion that 
no in irmity arises in the 
conclusion of the Trial 
Court. 

However, the High 
Court has modi ied the 
judgment of the trail 
court to the extent that 
the Appellant was guilty 
of the offence under Sec-
tion 304-Part II of the IPC 
as against the inding of 
the Trial Court that it was 
under Section 304-Part I.

The District and Ses-
sions Court, Gyalshing, 
had sentenced the Phur-
ba Tenzing Bhutia to 
rigorous imprisonment 
of 10 years and a ine of 

High Court upholds
conviction of accused

in NK Gurung 
murder case

Rs.30,000 under Section 
304 Part-I, Section 324 
and Section 323 of the In-
dian Penal Code, 1860 of 
IPC which has now been 
modi ied to conviction 
under Section 304-Part 
II. 

In the trial, the ac-
cused had alleged “un-
warranted interest” of 
the State Government 
in the case leading to 
a bias against him and 
overlooking medical neg-
ligence while referring a 
critical patient for higher 
medical treatment in a 
private vehicle.

While upholding the 
conviction, the bench 
headed by Acting Chief 
Justice Meenakshi 
Madan Rai also observed 
that the contention that 
the State Government 
exhibited “exceptional 
interest” while allocat-
ing the investigation to 
the CID was bereft of 
merit as “undisputedly 
a precious young life has 
been lost and the State 
is duty bound to ensure 
that the best investiga-
tive efforts are made 
to bring the culprits to 
book”. 

YOUGAN TAMANG
G , 6 A :

Nepali blockbuster ilm, 
Prem Geet 2, received its 

Sikkim premiere here on Sun-
day to a warm public response.

The movie was released a 
year back in Nepal and was a 
huge commercial success.

It’s Sikkim premeire saw 
the presence of lead actor 
Pradeep Khadka, producer 
Santosh Sen, social reform-
er from Nepal, Chakra Baha-
dur Chand, Sikkimese actor/
producer Bishal Chamling, 
Nayuma Television Managing 
Director Roshan Rai, the movie’s 
Sikkim distributor, Dharma ilm’s 
Sujata Pradhan and Pabi Shakya. 

The premiere was also attend-
ed by actress / entrepreneur Rush-
ma Rai, producer Jagat Gurung, 
actor Amir Gurung and the media 
fraternity. 

The event was hosted by Nir-
mal Mangar and Priyanka Tamang.

The movie is a romantic dra-
ma which is part of the Prem Geet 
franchise.

The Sikkim premiere was done 
in aid of Bojoghari Children’s 
Home.

Producer Santosh Sen, 
while speaking to SummtTimes, 

expressed happiness over the 
overwhelming response received 
from the people of Gangtok in the 
premiere. 

“I didn’t expect such a huge 
crowd for the premiere because 
it’s a year old ilm which was just 
being premiered in Sikkim to 
support the Bojoghari Children’s 
Home and also to create an ecosys-
tem for Nepali movies in Sikkim. I 
am feeling elated over the love of 
the people of Sikkim towards Ne-
pali cinema,” he said, adding add-
ed that his upcoming movie, ‘Meri 
Mamu,’ also anticipates the same 
love and response from the Sik-
kimese people. 

Deepankar Shakya from Gang-

tok is the Assistant Director of the 
movie ‘Meri Mamu’ which is look-
ing at an end-August release. 

Lead actor of Prem Geet 2, 
Pradeep Khadka, also expressed 
immense happiness over the peo-
ple’s response to the premiere. 

He added that he would like to 
shoot many of his Nepali ilms in 
Sikkim in the days to come and try 
creating a healthy ecosystem for 
Nepali movie making in Sikkim. He 
also commented that the art and 
talent of Sikkimese artistes way 
impressive and that he was keen to 
collaborate with them. 

He also informed that his up-
coming lick, ‘Lili Billy,’ will also 
receive a Sikkim premiere.

Gangtok premiere of Prem
Geet-2 is a hit!

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 06 A : 

Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha’s youth front has 

alleged that youth of Sik-
kim have been suffering 
due to bad policies of the 
SDF government since 24 
years. The party also ac-
cused the ruling govern-

ment of ignoring national 
and international per-
sonalities from Sikkim in 
different ields.  

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 
SKM youth front gen-
eral secretary, Sahadev 
Sharma alleged that local 
youth are unemployed 

and suffering due to 
bad policies of SDF gov-
ernment for the last 24 
years. 

He said that SDF 
claimed that its 2018-19 
budget was youth-cen-
tric and allocated Rs 79 
crore for the Start Up 

Youth suffering due to bad policies
of SDF Govt alleges SKM 

turn to pg02

HC seeks 
progress 
report from 
Darjeeling SP 
on probe into 
man’s death
K , A  6 
(PTI): Annoyed with 
the lackadaisical 
investigation in a case 
involving the death of a 
man, the Calcutta High 
Court today directed the 
police chief of Darjeeling 
district to submit a 
progress report in the 
matter within a week, 
failing which it might 
initiate proceedings 
against the police of icers 
concerned.

Hearing the antici-
patory bail plea moved 
by one of the accused in 
the case involving the 
death of one Ajit Singh, 
a resident of Kishanganj 
in Bihar, at Siliguri seven 
months ago, Justice San-
jib Banerjee expressed 
his annoyance at a police 
sub-inspector for having 
allegedly kept the mobile 
phone of the deceased in 
his possession.

turn to pg03

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 06 A : 

Recently formed 
Sikkim Pragya 

Pratishtan [SPP] has an-
nounced that the irst 
Rashmi Prasad Alley Pu-
raskar will be conferred 
on respected litterateur, 
former bureaucrat, KN 
Sharma, for his outstand-
ing contributions to-
wards Nepali literature. 

This prestigious 
award in the memory the 
late Rashmi Prasad Alley, 
who has made commend-
able contributions to the 
ields of academics and 

literature in Sikkim, will 
be presented during the 
state-level celebration 
of Nepali Bhasa Manyata 
Diwas on 20 August here 
in the capital.

This was announced 
at a press conference 
here this afternoon. 

SPP was formed on 
03 July 2018 with the aim 
to promote and conserve 
languages, literature, art 
and folk cultures. On the 
occasion, SPP patron, 
Kiran Rasaily, also re-
leased the SPP logo.

Addressing the press 
conference, SPP general 
secretary, Puran Tamang, 
Editor, Sum-

mitTimes, mentioned 
that the organisation has 
been formed by a group 
of likeminded people 
from different ields with 
an aim to promote and 
conserve languages, lit-
erature, art and folk cul-
tures. 

He added that as a 
irst major event, SPP 

was celebrating the 
state-level Nepali Bha-
sa Manyata Diwas in a 

First Rashmi Prasad Alley Puraskar
to be conferred on KN Sharma
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G , 06 A  (IPR): 
Minister, IPR & Health, AK 
Ghatani, also the MLA of 
Salghari Zoom Constitu-
ency, convened a meet-
ing of senior of icials of 
Roads & Bridges and PHE 
Department today to seek 
a permanent solution to 
the ongoing water cri-
sis in Jorethang, South 
Sikkim. He stated that 
concerned Departments 
should ensure that ade-
quate manpower and re-
sources should be ascer-
tained to solve the issue.  

Chief Engineer, Wa-
ter Supply & PHE De-
partment, SK Karkidoli 
explained that the recur-
ring problem of shortage 
of water in Jorethang and 
adjoining areas is due to 
the frequent damage at 
two of the existing four 
sources due to landslides. 
He said that only two are 
functioning while the 
other two are not in use 
because of unstable land 
issues and various other 
natural setbacks. 

He however informed 
that the Department 
is in the inal stages of 
creating the ifth source, 
which he said would aid 
in improving the situa-
tion. He further informed 
the Minister that two As-
sistant Engineers would 
be immediately stationed 
at Jorethang till the water 
sources are restored and 
there is no shortage. 

During monsoon the 
problem of water short-
age persists and thus the 
Minister directed for ad-

ditional manpower if need 
be. As per the meeting 
two Assistant Engineers 
namely Princela Nam-
kha (PHED) and Khemraj 
Dhakal (Roads and Bridg-
es Department) were 
asked to be stationed at 
Jorethang to resolve the 
water crisis in the area 
and especially during 
monsoon time when the 
problem is most frequent. 

Minister Mr Ghatani 
directed the of icials of 
Roads and Bridges De-
partment to ensure that 

all water supply lines 
along the roads leading 
from Jorethang to Rock 
Garden and vicinity are 
repaired at the earliest. 
He urged the of icers to 
give highest priority to 
public convenience and 
also categorically pointed 
out that the Department 
should give continuity to 
all construction, repair 
and upgradation works 
without the public facing 
any kind of inconvenience. 

The Minister further 
directed the of icers to 

make immediate provi-
sion for iltering of water 
to make it suitable for 
drinking and planting of 
transformer so that it aids 
in sorting out the water 
problem.  He suggested 
that nodal of icers should 
be appointed to over-
look the work being done 
and said that AEs and JEs 
should be in station for the 
convenience of the com-
mon people at all times. 
In the end, he called for 
proper coordination be-
tween the PHE and R&B 
Departments while imple-
menting any civil work.

The meeting was 
attended by Chief Engi-
neer, WS&PHE Depart-
ment, SK Karkidoli, Di-
rector IPR Department, 
Tashi Chophel, SE, R&B 
Department, JW Bhut-
ia, SE WS&PHE Depart-
ment, Rajdeep Rai, DE 
WS&PHE Department, 
Ramesh Subba, and DE 
R&B Department, Dig V. 
Sharma, and of icers of 
IPR Department.

Ghatani asks PHE to resolve water
supply shortage in Jorethang

save the state’s cultural 
symbol from being re-
moved.

“Wish we could do 
something it,” says Sau-
rabh Syangden, Research 
Scholor, Sikkim University.

Not just in Sikkim but 
people from neighbour-
ing West Bengal have 
also expressed their dis-
pleasure on such move 
by the centre.

Expressing concern, 
Biswas Gurung, general 
secretary, Gorkha Jana-
mukti Vidhyarti Morcha, 
Central Committee says, 
“Whenever anyone asked 
us where we were from, 
like Darjeeling where?? 
Then the hundred ru-
pee note and the mighty 
Khangchendzonga on it 
was a matter of pride for 
us. Like the place where 
we belong.”

Many have stated 
that the peak’s depiction 
on the note brought the 
state closer to the main-
stream.

“Mt. Khanchendzon-
ga is not just the third 
highest mountain, but 

is one of the important 
landmarks of the country. 
Being our guardian deity, 
the jewel of the east has 
been our identity and 
it feels like in a way our 
identity is being easily 
replaced,” said artist and 
activist Devika Gurung.

Publicity Secretary, 
Headquarter, Sikkim Dem-
ocratic Front, Santosh Sub-
ba, “This unceremonious 
removal has indeed hurt 
me, at a time when Sikkim 
is making headlines for all 
the good reasons.” 

Well known footbal-
ler, Sanju Pradhan has 
said that this is a bad 
sign for Sikkim and there 
must be a dialogue with 
concerned authorities to 
stop such a move.

Echoing similar sen-
timent, another star 
footballer, Nirmal Chettri 
said, “Being Sikkim’s 
most iconic representa-
tion in the mainstream, 
the concerned authority 
should not have changed 
anything.”

A travel and food en-
thusiast from Siliguri, 
Manas Ghosh, while ex-

pressing shock over this 
news has criticised the 
centre for ignoring the 
sentiments of those who 
admire Sikkim and its 
venerated mountain.

Rani Ki Vav is an in-
tricately constructed 
stepwell situated in the 
town of Patan in Gujarat. 
It is located on the banks 
of Saraswati River. The 
stepwell was built as a 
memorial to an 11th-cen-
tury king Bhima. It was 
added to the list of UNES-
CO’s World Heritage Sites 
on 22 June 2014.

The dimension of the 
banknote will be 66 mm 
and 142 mm. It will come 
with signature of RBI 
Governor Urjit R Patel.

The new Rs 100 de-
nomination note will 
come in lavender colour 
and bear a motif of Rani 
ki Vav.

The colour of the 
thread in the new 100 
rupee note changes 
from green to blue when 
the note is tilted. It also 
bears the Swachh Bharat 
logo with slogan on the 
reverse.

Khangchendzonga to be replaced...
contd from pg01

programme out of the Rs 70000 
crore overall budget. However, 
after dividing this Rs 79 crore 
among 35000 applicants in this 
programme, each applicant will 
only get Rs 22,500, he stated.

SKM sports wing general sec-
retary, Rinzing Wangyal Chopel 
alleged that the SDF govern-
ment does not have any vision 
and programme for sportsper-
sons of Sikkim. He added that 
local sportspersons have been 
doing well at national and inter-
national levels due to their own 

efforts, hard work and expense. 
He also lashed out against 

the state government for allow-
ing Paljor Stadium to be used for 
events other than sports and for 
not providing proper infrastruc-
ture in sports in the State.  

Mr Chopel alleged that the 
ruling government has not been 
properly recognising interna-
tional sportspersons of Sikkim. 
He added that the government 
is not honouring sportspersons 
of Sikkim for their outstanding 
achievements.

Likewise, a national archer and 

youth leader of SKM, Pujan Rai 
also alleged that local sportsper-
sons are not being given their due 
despite performing well at nation-
al and international levels.

Youth front general secre-
tary [south/west], Mahendra 
Gurung alleged that calling SKM 
youth ‘gunda’ is an insult to the 
youth of Sikkim. 

Youth Front chief convener, 
Janak Gurung said that youth 
are joining SKM as it is the only 
party that gives them hope.

On 10 August programme of 
SKM when its leader PS Tamang 

[Golay] will be released from 
prison, SKM spokesperson Jacob 
Khaling said that SDF is spread-
ing rumours and distributing 
misleading anonymous lea lets 
across the State to disrupt the 
SKM programme. 

He further alleged that SDF 
has been conspiring to create 
unrest to foil the peaceful pro-
gramme of SKM. However, he stat-
ed that SKM has taken the respon-
sibility to maintain peace and se-
curity in the State by helping the 
police to catch miscreants if they 
attempt to create any unrest.

Youth suffering due to bad policies of SDF Govt alleges SKM 
contd from pg01

BIKASH CHETTRI
N , 06 A : 

Minister for Energy & Power De-
partment, DD Bhutia today visited 

different areas under Borong GPU and 
interacted with the villagers under Bar-
fung Constituency. The Minister who is 
also that area MLA irst visited Chitrey 
at Upper Borong where he met Nar Ba-
hadur Rai whose house was totally de-
stroyed in a ire that broke out on the 
night of 04 Aug.

Mr. Bhutia handed over a cheque of 
Rs. 1,01,900 to Mr Rai.

The department also provided 04 

tarpaulin sheets to the family and also 
handed over blankets, clothes. The fam-
ily was assured necessary help from the 
government.  

He also asked the department to 
construct a concrete house under the 
Chief Minister’s Rural House Mission 
immediately.

Later, Minister Mr. Bhutia also 
visited other villages and interacted 
with the villagers where he strongly 
condemned the allegation by the 
opposition that the MLA does not meet 
and interact with the people of the 
constituency.

Power Minister visits Barfung, hands
Rs 1 lac cheque to ire victim

Driver 
accused of 
molesting 
teen
G , 08 A :

A mainline taxi driver 
allegedly molested a 

16-year-old girl in South 
Sikkim on 04 August. As 
per the police, the victim 
was returning home and 
boarded the taxi which 
had four other passen-
gers. After all other pas-
sengers got off the taxi 
along the way, the driver 
forced the girl to stay in 
the vehicle and alleged-
ly molested her. He then 
took a u-turn and also 
picked up another pas-
senger. However, the ve-
hicle broke down on the 
way and the girl managed 
to escape taking shelter 
in a canteen nearby. She 
then informed her aunt 
about the incident on the 
phone who reported the 
matter to the police the 
next day. Police traced 
the vehicle in a garage 
where the driver had left 
the vehicle for repairs. 
However, the accused 
driver is yet to be caught 
and a case under the 
POCSO Act has been reg-
istered against him.  

Tourist dies 
at Nathula
G , 08 A :

One 46-year-old tour-
ist from Jharkhand, 

Manoj Kumar Thak-
ur, has reportedly died 
while on a visit to Nathu-
la on 05 August. The de-
ceased along with ive of 
his friends had gone to 
Nathula and on reach-
ing he told his friends 
he was feeling sleepy. 
He stayed back in the 
vehicle while his friends 
went sight-seeing. When 
the group proceeded to-
wards Baba Mandir, the 
friends realized that the 
deceased was uncon-
scious and took him to 
the Army Medical Inspec-
tion room at Sherethang 
where he was declared 
dead.     The body is pre-
served at the mortuary 
of CRH Tadong for post 
mortem.

YOGEN THATAL
S , 06 A :

New Generation Con-
tractor Cooperative 

Society of Singtam con-
ducted an inspection of 
driving licenses of taxi 
drivers on 05 Aug. Dis-
ciplinary action was tak-
en against drivers with 

fake licenses and drivers 
were also asked to stay 
away from substance 
abuse and drinking while 
driving. The inspection 
team was headed by the 
cooperative’s president, 
TarTshering Lepcha 
along with all executive 
members.

Cooperative Society inspects
driving licenses

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 06 A :

The second day of 
72nd Independence 

Day Celebration 2018 
started with a colourful 
dance presentation by 
Duga Secondary School 
and Padma Kumari Pub-
lic School followed by 
band display & saluta-
tion to the chief guests 
by pipe band, informs a 
press release. 

Three matches of the 
Independence Day Jr. 
Division open football 
tournament were played 
today between Duga 
SS (B) and Little Bell’s 
School Rangpo; P.K Pub-
lic School and Khanigaon 
FC; and Pachak SS. and 
Bhurung FC. LBS Rangpo, 
Khanigaon FC and Bhu-

rug FC won their match-
es, the release informs. 

Abhishek Thakur 
[goal keeper of LBS], 
Ajay Rai [goal keeper of 
Khanigaon FC] and Tsho-
jo Lepcha [Bhurug FC] 
were awarded man of the 
match trophies. 

The trophies were 
sponsored by Ex-student 
of Duga SS, TR Chettri, 
Sarita Chettri of Sitey 
and Jween Dangal, Head-
master of Khanigaon Pri-
mary School.

Today’s programme 
concluded with the pre-
sentation of tokens of 
love to the guests by 
IDCC vice president Ke-
dar Pradhan, followed by 
vote of thanks by IDCC 
Joint Secretary, Jagdish 
Cintury. 

I Day football tourney
at Rangpo

SUMMIT REPORT 
G , 06 A :

Nine educated youths 
were not af iliated 

with any party till now 
joined Sikkim Kranti-
kari Morcha today at the 
party headquarter in 
Gangtok, informs an SKM 
press release.

According to the re-
lease, the group of youth 
decided to do so after 
realizing that the pres-
ent government does not 
offer any youth oriented 

policy.
Sangha MLA Sonam 

Lama welcomed the new 
members into the party.

The new SKM mem-
bers are Mitra Lal Chettri 
(Namcheybong), Trilok-
chan Adhikari (Martam 
Rumtek), Anand chettri 
(West Pandam), Amrit 
Chettri (Namcheybong), 
Puran Chettri (Namchey-
bong), Passang Tamang 
(Arithang), Purnima 
Chettri (Martam), Laxi-
mi Darjee (Martam) and 

Sabush Chouri (Nam-
cheybong). 

Mitra Lal Chettri 
while speaking for all 
who joined said that 
they decided to join not 
because any one ap-
proached them or forced 
them. It was their collec-
tive decision to be a part 
of the movement started 
by SKM which they think 
is the only party that can 
work for the bene it of 
youth of the State, the re-
lease mentions.

Nine educated youths join SKM

HSP receives Biraj, Upreti and
others into party fold

REBYNA RANA
G , 06 A : 

Former Minister KN 
Upreti and Sikkim Na-

tional People’s Party pres-
ident, Biraj Adhikari, yes-
terday joined Hamro Sik-
kim Party at a programme 
held at the HSP head-of-
ice here at Deorali.

HSP vice presidents 
RB Subba and Bhaichung 
Bhutia and other party 
workers welcomed the 
two into the party by of-
fering them khadas. 

Also joining the HSP 
yesterday were retired 
government employee 
NK Dahal, MB Rai from 
Congress and Devika 
Chettri from BJP.

In his address, Mr 
Adhikari said he has been 
in politics for 25 years 
now and was among the 
founder-members of the 
Sikkim Democratic Front. 

He alleged that the 
SDF has pursued money 
instead of service to Sik-
kim and put the future of 

“our children and grand-
children” at risk.

He also condemned 
the allegations and slan-
der by SDF targeted at 
Bhaichung Bhutia.

“Bhaichung Bhutia 
has made a name for him-
self in the country due to 
his own efforts and such 
allegations were a great 
disrespect to a Son of 
Sikkim. He has brought 
name for Sikkim and is 
a Padmashree awardee. 
It is sad that you are not 
respected if you are not 
aligned with the ruling 
party,” he remarked.

Regarding the SNPP, 
Mr Adhikari contended 
that he has never done 
politics for personal gain 
and that his decision to 
join HSP was also for the 
betterment for Sikkim. 

In his joining address, 
Mr Upreti explained that 
he was joining HSP and 
that now HSP will play 
political football against 

grand manner. 
He also clari ied that 

the organisation was not 
con ined to Nepali lan-
guage and will work for 
the promotion and pres-
ervation for other lan-
guages of the State with 
various events in the 
near future.

SPP president, Anita 
Niroula, mentioned that a 
ive-member jury select-

ed Mr Sharma for the irst 
Rashmi Prasad Alley Pu-
raskar for his outstanding 
contributions to Nepali 
literature. She informed 
that the award comprises 
of a cash component of Rs 
31,000, a memento and a 
certi icate.  

Likewise, SPP exec-
utive member, Prabin 
Khaling, informed that Mr 
Sharma was a former Sec-
retary of the State Gov-
ernment and a respected 
litterateur of the State 
and has published nine 
important books, includ-
ing a translation of Indian 
Penal Code into Nepali 
and poem collections. 

He added that the 
jury members have se-
lected him to highlight 
his immense contribu-
tions towards Nepali lan-

guage and literature and 
the society.

Speaking on the life 
and contributions of late 
Rashmi Prasad Alley, SPP 
president, Ms Niroula 
mentioned that he was a 
writer and an education-
ist who was instrumental 
in starting the teaching of 
Nepali language in Sikkim. 

She informed that he 
prepared teaching mate-
rials and started teach-
ing Nepali language from 
his own house and also 
started the celebration of 
Bhanu Jayanti in Sikkim. 

He also led various 
organisations in the State 
successfully and worked 
exceptionally hard in the 
language, culture and ed-
ucation sectors.

Likewise, SPP exec-
utive members, Bhim 
Rawat and Joseph Lepcha 
informed that the around 
two-hour long Nepali Bha-
sa Manyata Diwas celebra-
tion will have a 45-minute 
long panel discussion by 
experts, interactive ses-
sions and cultural pre-
sentations by celebrities 
and local artists. They in-
formed that the celebra-
tion was mainly targeted 
at students from in and 
around Gangtok.

First Rashmi Prasad Alley...
contd from pg01

turn to pg03
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Gangtok on 
Tuesday, 
07 Aug

Temp: 25°C/17°C
Forecast: Cloudy, 
a couple of thun-
dershowers.
Sunrise: 05:01 AM
Sunset: 6:22 PM

Government of Sikkim
CENTRAL HEALTH STORES ORGANIZATION

Health Care, Human Services & Family Welfare Department
Government of Sikkim

Convoy Ground, Tadong.

CORRIGENDUM NOTICE
Memo No. 294/CHSO/18-19 Date: 4.08.2018
Ref to NIT vide memo no. 239/CHSO/18 dated 14/07/2018 
regarding “THE SUPPLY OF CR-100 MA  X-RAY MA-
CHINE AND ULTRASOUND MACHINE “for various 
Health Institutions for the year 2018-19. The details of corri-
gendum so approved following the Pre-bid Meeting held on 
02/08/2018 may be seen at the Sikkim Government website 
www.sikkim.gov.in.

Sd/-
R.O. No. 247/ipr/pub/classi./18-19  Joint Director
dt. 4.8.2018  Central Health Stores Organisation

BEFORE THE OATH COMMISSIONER 
EAST SIKKIM AT GANGTOK

AFFIDAVIT
I, MEWANG WANGCHUK ATUK son of Thinlay Norbu Atuk, aged 
about 45 years, Buddhist by faith, resident of Naya Bazar, Gangtok, 
P.O. & P.S. Gangtok, East Sikkim do hereby solemnly affi  rm and 
declare on oath as follows:
1. That my correct name is MEWANG WANGCHUK ATUK and 
the same has been recorded in my Passport, bearing No. K611650, 
dated: 17.01.1992, issued by Republic of India.
2. That my name has been recorded as WANGCHUK ATUK in the 
Migration Certifi cate bearing Rill No. 3201798 issued by Central Board 
of Secondary Education.
3. That I am swearing this affi  davit to state and declare that the 
names MEWANG WANGCHUK ATUK and WANGCHUK ATUK 
are the names of one and the same person i.e. myself.

Sd/-
DEPONENT

ADMISSION NOTICE
Few seats available at The ICFAI Uni-
versity, Sikkim under Sikkim Gov-
ernment Scholarship quota for BBA, 
BBA(HTM), BCA, B. Com(Hons.) BHM, 
BTTM, B.Sc (CA), BA (Hons.), BALLB, 
BBALLB, L.LB, MCA, M.Com & MBA 
Programs. Contact immediately for spot 
admission. Last date of admission is on 
10th Aug 2018. 

Ph: 03592-284555/666

The matter will again 
come up for hearing after 
a week.

Chiding the superin-
tendent of police (SP) of 
Darjeeling, Justice Baner-
jee said it was surprising 
that the higher police 
authorities had not fol-
lowed up on the allega-
tion that the sub-inspec-
tor had taken away and 
kept in his possession 
the deceased’s mobile 
phone, which was a piece 
of evidence in the case.

The court directed 
the prosecution to sub-
mit a progress report of 
the investigation within a 
week, failing which pro-
ceedings might be initi-
ated against the police 
authorities concerned.

Singh, along with 
three of his friends, had 
gone to Siliguri for pan-
dal-hopping on the day 
of Saraswati Puja on Jan-
uary 22.

The next day, his body 
was found at a spot near 
the Mahananda bridge 
in Siliguri with injury 
marks on it, the lawyer 
of the deceased’s father, 
Sabir Ahmed, said.

The family of the de-
ceased subsequently 
iled a police complaint, 

on the basis of which a 
murder case was lodged.

Dipak Kumar Sau, 
one of the friends who 
had accompanied the de-
ceased on the fateful day, 
had moved the anticipa-
tory bail plea before the 
high court.

During the hearing of 
the plea, it was brought 
to the notice of the court 
that the mobile phone of 
the deceased was taken 
away by a sub-inspector 
and was not deposited as 
evidence.

Dissatis ied with the 
lackadaisical investiga-
tion, Justice Banerjee had 
on Friday directed the 
Darjeeling SP to appear 
before his court today.

HC seeks 
progress 
report from 
Darjeeling SP 
on probe into 
man’s death
contd from pg01

the SDF. 
“Whatever expecta-

tions and hopes the HSP 
has from us, we will try 
to deliver. It has been 45 
years since I have been in 
politics and I have never 
acted against any com-
munity. I have also never 
engaged in corruption 
and I have a clean image. 
I will contribute to the 
HSP in every manner I 
can and will not join any 

other party. 
I was already in talks 

with HSP but what an-
gered me were the slan-
derous things being said 
by the SDF and Chief 
Minister Pawan Cham-
ling against Bhaichung 
Bhutia,” he said. 

In their media inter-
action, both Mr Adhikari 
and Mr Uperti said they 
have not demanded any 
posts in the HSP as a con-
dition to join the party.

contd from pg02

HSP receives Biraj, Upreti and
others into party fold

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 06 A :

The ICFAI Universi-
ty Sikkim has been 

awarded NIER’s Millen-
nium Impact Award 2018 
for excellence in Higher 
Education 2018, a press 
release informs. The Vice 
Chancellor, Dr Jagannath 
Patnaik was felicitated 
and honored on 28 July 
at Russian Centre for Sci-
ence & Culture, Embassy 
of Russian Federation 
New Delhi.

Millennium Impact 

Awards 2018, powered 
by National Institute for 
Education & Research, 
has been instituted to en-
courage excellence and is 
aimed to salute remark-
able business leaders, 
entrepreneurs and indi-
viduals in the corporate 
sector, healthcare sector, 
service providers and 
organizations for their 
continuing commitment 
to excellence, developing 
best practices and inno-
vative strategies, the re-
lease mentions.

NIER’s Millennium
Impact Award 2018 for

ICFAI University

MANGAN, 06 AUG:  

The ward panchayat 
of Kokaley ward un-

der Pathuk-Singbel gram 
panchayat unit began a 
door-to-door interaction 
with the public of Koka-
ley ward yesterday.  

The ward panchayat, 
Harihar Sharma, along 
with Sikkim Democrat-
ic Front party workers 

called on the people and 
interacted with them to 
learn their problems and 
aspirations.  

The team also sought 
the advice from senior 
citizens of the area if 
there were any more de-
velopmental initiatives 
which were yet to be un-
dertaken in the ward.

Kakaley ward 
panchayat begins 
interaction prog

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 06 A :

A general meeting of 
the Modern Senior 

Secondary School Alum-
ni Association was held 
at the school campus un-
der the chairmanship of 
Tenzing Norbu Lamtha 
yesterday and nominat-
ed a new executive body 
for a 2-year term with Mr 
Lamtha as chief advisor 
and Buddha Subba as 
president.

The alumni also has 
Pintso Yangzum Bhu-
tia as vice president, 
Prakash Sundas as gen-
eral secretary, Wangyal 
Dadul Gayrumpa and 
Subam Rawat as joint 
secretaries, Sonam Chuki 
as joint treasurer, Bikash  
Sharma as publicity sec-
retary, Hissey Doma as 
chief coordinator, Karma 
Topden Bhutia as chief 
coordinator-II, and Sher-
ap Dorjee Bhutia as cul-

ture secretary. All ex-stu-
dent have been invited to 
join the alumni and sup-
port the school.

“We only want 
your physical presence 

and lend your hand to 
expand our Alumni to 
support school. It’s our 
duty and responsibility 
as Modernites to help 
our young brothers and 

sister who are pursuing 
their studies in Modern 
Sr. Sec School by giving 
our support towards 
them. Modernites are 
one family and we 

welcome our seniors, 
batch mates and juniors 
to be a part of modernite 
family,” the Alumni has 
conveyed in its message 
to ex-students.

Modernites nominate new Alumni exec body 

SAGAR CHETTRI
GANGTOK, 06 A : 

United Sikkim Football 
Club outplayed Sik-

kim Aakraman Football 
Club on Monday in the 
ongoing Sikkim Football 
Association Premier Divi-
sion Sikkim-League 2018 
here at Paljor Stadium. A 
brace by Sanjay Chettri 
helped the United Sikkim 
Football Club to register 
a 4-1 victory to secure 
three more points in the 

points tally of the league.
The irst half was full 

of attacks and counter 
attacks but both teams 
failed to convert them 
into goals. The irst half 
almost ended in a goal-
less draw until Sanjay 
Chettri scored the lead 
for the United Sikkim FC 
in the 44th minute.

When Sikkim Aakra-
man FC players were try-
ing to equalise the game, 
Sanjay Chettri completed 

his brace to take the lead 
of the United Sikkim FC 
to 2-0 in the 66th minute 
and soon his teammate, 
Kilp Barfungpa extended 
the lead of the team to 
3-0 in the 68th minute.

A goal by Bigendra 
Rai in the 77th minute 
gave some hope to the 
Aakraman team to come 
back into the match but 
another goal by Tshering 
Zangpo in the 85th min-
ute sealed the 4-1 victory 

of United Sikkim FC.
With the end of the 

irst phase of the league, 
United Sikkim FC re-
mains undefeated so far 
in the league with 13 
points from 4 wins and 
1 draw, while Sikkim 
Aakraman FC has 10 
points from 3 wins, 1 loss 
and 1 draw.  

Likewise, the State 
Sports Academy has 10 
points, SAI Namchi and 
Sikkim Himalayan Sport-

ing Club has 6 points 
each, Boys Club, Gang-
tok has 3 points, Unicorn 
Football Club has 1 point 
and Pakyong United Foot-
ball Club with 0 points 
from 4 matches each.

The second phase of 
the league will begin on 
17 Aug after the Inde-
pendence Day Football 
Tournament 2018, which 
will be played between 
08 to 15 Aug, at Paljor 
Stadium.   

First phase of Premier Division Sikkim League
concludes, United Sikkim on top 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 06 A :

Lingi Payong Secondary School 
of South Sikkim today launched 

its newsletter, “Kaleidoscope,” at a 
special function held at the school. 

The magazine was launched by 
Panchayat President Yogesh Bhan-
dari in the presence of other Pan-
chayat members, SMC members, 
teachers and students. 

The inaugural issue carries 
programmes and activities carried 

out by the school in the irst half of 
the 2018 academic session. 

Similar issues will be brought 
out in future editions of the news-
letter and will be compiled into the 
annual magazine in coming days. 

The Panchayat President pro-
vided a sum of Rs. 1000 as token 
support towards the venture and 
assured the gathering to provide 
inancial help to publish future 

editions as well, a press release 
informs.

Lingi Payong School’s “Kaleidoscope” launched
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WRITE US: Readers are invit-
ed to comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if they 
like something in this paper. 
Letters carrying abusive/ inde-
corous language and personal 
attacks, except when against 
people responsible in this news-
paper (who are fair game), will 
have to be ignored. Letters 
which carry forward a conver-
sation or initiate a dialogue will 
command immediate attention 
and receive prominence.  Mail 
us at: letters@summittimes.com

Government by
Discussion

Side-step consultations, and there will 
only be disinterest, diktats and protests

“Democracy is not just about ballots and votes, 
but also about public deliberation and reasoning, 

what - to use an old phrase - is often called ‘gov-
ernment by discussion’,” writes Amartya Sen in 
“Identity and Violence: The Illusion of Destiny”.

The book is now twelve years old, but even when it 
came out, this was not really a paradigm-shifting rev-

elation, but with the act of stating the obvious, the Nobel 
laureate made a strong statement. By devoting an entire 
chapter to leshing out this point, he holds up the mirror 
to the country forcing us to admit that the world’s larg-
est democracy appears to have forgotten what democra-
cy is all about. Democracy has meant politics in India for 
far too long, leading to the aberration of politicians and 
political commentators wearing their ignorance on their 
sleeves, and without the slightest hint of embarrassment, 
holding forth on important issues and claiming to speak 
for the people of the country without having made any 
genuine attempt at consultations. The effortlessness with 
which false narratives are foisted and incomplete infor-
mation circulated to in luence public opinion is worry-
ing. Also worrying is when important decisions are tak-
en without the counsel of experts or consultations with 
interested and affected parties. These should have been 
standard practices, but have become abandoned courte-
sies which have reduced democracy to elections. It should 
hence not surprise that politics itself has been reduced to 
the segregated equation of those in power and those in 
the Opposition.

And when politics becomes only about being in of-
ice or waiting in the wings, debates stop being about 

ideology and get established by positions. Those in of-
ice do what suits their interests and the Opposition 

protests everything. With vote-banks already iden-
ti ied and appropriated, the focus is only on keeping 
these secure. A sorry state of affairs… When a writer 
who also presented a case for the ‘Argumentative Indi-
an’ reminds the same Indians of the need for pubic de-
liberations and reasoning, the message should become 
clear – the nation needs to relearn many things. Ama-
rtya Sen’s “The Argumentative Indian” was the high-
est selling book in India in 2005-06. His next, quoted 
above, should also have been read more widely, and 
then, maybe, the nation would have invested in some 
introspection and that might have saved us from the 
chagrin of watching the political rhetoric of people’s 
representatives mouthing empty platitudes on issues 
which concern the entire nation and its future. Instead 
of genuine concern, one is being subjected to pompous 
self-righteousness and embarrassing self-praise. 

Let’s re lect on Sikkim. Has anyone heard of public 
deliberations here? No, claims, denials and rejections 
do not constitute public deliberation since they are 
dictated by political positions, not built on informed 
opinion. And that is why in Sikkim there is rarely con-
sensus, only diktats and protests. It is unfortunate that 
a people who at one time were so enamoured by the 
idea of democracy that they took on a 300 year old 
monarchy and even gave up their individuality as a 
nation state just so that they could have democracy, 
have, since then, pulled away from public participa-
tion in the public domain. Public deliberation does not 
mean that the people start debating at formal semi-
nars; it is enough for them to become more involved 
in the process of democracy and its implementation. 
With their involvement, they will secure accountabil-
ity – irst at the local body level and from there up-
wards and across to the executive. Their involvement 
will force the elected representatives to make the right 
noises at the right places and times and motivate them 
to get more involved in the decision-making process 
themselves.

SAMINA YASMEEN
theconversation.com

Once a global cricket star, 
Imran Khan is now poised 

to become Pakistan’s new 
prime minister. But he’s likely 
to ind that running a country 
is much more dif icult than 
winning the vote; the July 
election that brought him to 
power has also left his party 
short of a clear parliamentary 
majority.

Forced to form a coali-
tion in parliament, Khan will 
have to compromise if he’s to 
have any hope of tackling key 
issues in Pakistan – myriad 
economic, environmental, foreign policy and social 
welfare challenges – while trying to deliver on his 
vision for “naya Pakistan” (new Pakistan).

RISE TO POWER
Khan formed his political party, Pakistan Teh-
reek-e-Insaf (PTI), in 1996 and persevered for 
years to muster support for his vision for “naya 
Pakistan”. His electoral success is also partly ex-
plained by his popularity as the cricket captain 
who won the World Cup for Pakistan in 1992.

In a country that feverishly loves cricket, Khan 
creatively used “cricket-speak” in his campaigning 
and employed a cricket bat as his electoral symbol. 
But his success has predominantly resulted from 
pre-polling orchestration and support from the 
military, which provided him space for electioneer-
ing while denying similar opportunities for other 
contestants. In other words, he has learnt the art 
of politics.

Khan’s chief rival was the Pakistan Muslim 
League (PML-N), led by former Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif, whose administration was toppled 
over corruption allegations. When the nation’s top 
court declared him ineligible to hold public of ice 
- a move Sharif decried as “judicial martial law” - 
his party was left weakened. Khan’s party, the PTI, 
reaped the bene its. 

Following the July vote, the PTI secured 116 of 
the 270 seats contested in the National Assembly, 
with rival parties PML-N and Pakistan Peoples Party 
(PPP) securing only 64 and 43 seats, respectively.

Falling short of a clear majority, Khan’s PTI 
party has opted for coalition politics. It has joined 
forces with independently elected representatives 
and a wide variety of political parties, including 
the Grand Democratic Alliance (GDA), the Mutta-
hida Quami Movement (MQM) and the Balochistan 

Awami Party (BAP).
The coalition is also poised to form three of the 

four provincial governments: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
(KPK), Balochistan and Punjab. Of these, Punjab is 
the jewel in the crown, with half of the country’s 
208 million people, and where the PML-N has lost 
its traditional power base to the PTI. But ensuring 
the sustainability of coalition government at pro-
vincial level remains a challenge, especially as local 
tensions intersect with the eternal strain between 
central and regional governments.

FORIEGN POLICY WOES AND DO-
MESTIC TENSIONS

In the foreign policy arena, Pakistan faces mount-
ing US pressure and has been placed on the “grey 
list” of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF), 
an inter-governmental body aimed at combating 
money laundering and terrorist inancing.

The military has increasingly sought to control 
Pakistan’s foreign policy, especially its relation-
ships with India, Afghanistan, the US, Iran and the 
Gulf States. We shouldn’t expect huge change on 
that front. Judging by the PTI manifesto and Khan’s 
irst post-election address, the new government 

will continue to operate within the parameters es-
tablished by the military.

Khan’s PTI party faces domestic economic 
woes, too. Pakistan’s foreign exchange reserves 
have dwindled from US$17.5 billion in April to 
US$9.66 billion in June. Economic growth has 
slowed, the rupee has been devalued and Pakistan 
is seeking a US$12 billion bailout package from the 
International Monetary Fund. 

CAN KHAN DELIVER?
Khan acknowledges these challenges, and has prof-
fered solutions. He’s talked about learning from 
China the art of rapidly lifting people out of poverty 
and promised to cut government spending.

But the capacity of the 
government to deliver on 
these promises cannot be 
guaranteed. Traditional-
ly, Pakistan’s regional and 
national leaders have used 
their local in luence to sus-
tain their respective power 
bases at the cost of ordinary 
citizens. Khan’s PTI party has 
engaged a number of these 
“electables” for its electoral 
success, but such people are 
unlikely to embrace change 
beyond a certain level.

The biggest challenge re-
mains the tide of rising ex-
pectations in Pakistan. Khan 

says his vision of “naya Pakistan” means combating 
corruption and nepotism, promoting merit-based 
decisions at all levels, increasing accountability and 
boosting access to education and health services.

Such aspirations are noble, but he will need 
more than ive years to achieve all this in a country 
in which the powerful are privileged and the pow-
erless usually ignored.

This is not to suggest that nothing can or will 
change in Pakistan.

But change may be so slow that young people 
(who make up 64% of the population) could grow 
increasingly disillusioned.

Pakistan’s political history may repeat itself. 
Former prime minister Zul iqar Ali Bhutto (who 
was also the father of another Pakistani leader, 
Benazir Bhutto) similarly heightened expectations 
among the poor in the 1960s with a suite of prom-
ises. His inability to deliver on them pushed the 
country towards 11 years of military rule.

The growing power of Pakistan’s religious 
groups is an even bigger challenge. Traditional 
Islamist parties have not fared well in the elections. 
But one such party, Tehreek-e-Labbaik Pakistan 
(TLP), secured 2.2 million votes, in contrast to 
the 6.8 million votes for the left-leaning Pakistan 
Peoples Party (PPP), led by Benazir Bhutto’s son 
Bilawal.

If PTI fails to deliver on Khan’s promise of a 
“new Pakistan”, the TLP or other militant out its 
could entice more young people to join their cause.

After the celebrations for Khan’s victory are 
over, we must be realistic about the likelihood for 
rapid change in Pakistan.

[the writer is Director of Centre for Muslim States 
and Societies, University of Western Australia]

As Pakistan’s PM, Imran Khan must embrace
compromise. Can he deliver on his promises?

JOANA BEZERRA
theconversation.com

Land distribution and people’s 
access to land have always been 

high on the political agenda in South 
Africa. Colonisation and land dispos-
session have been a strong feature of 
the country’s history, even more so 
during apartheid when land owner-
ship became irmly concentrated in 
the hands of the white minority.

After the irst democratic elec-
tions in 1994, two key pieces of leg-
islation were developed to address 
these. They were: the 1994 Restitu-
tion of Land Rights Act and the 1997 
Land Reform White Paper. Together 
they provided a framework that had 
three aims: land restitution, that is 
making it possible for people who 
were evicted from their land to get it 
back; land redistribution to address 
the racial inequality in land owner-
ship; and redress.

One area that’s been particularly 
challenging has been cases of land res-
titution in areas deemed to be import-
ant for conservation. During apart-
heid, communities across the country 
were systematically evicted so that 
protected areas could be established – 
a feature of conservation practices in 
other parts of the world too.

But settling land claims in pro-
tected areas is unlike any 
other claims, because 
South African law says 
that land that’s been de-
clared a conservation area 
must retain that status 
forever.

This has put land 
claimants who have won 
back their land rights in a 
dif icult position. In other 
land claims, people are giv-
en a choice: they can have 
their land rights restored, 
they can elect to be given 
inancial compensation, 

the equivalent of the land 

in another area or a combination of 
the three. But claimants who win a 
land restitution on land that falls in 
a protected area, and the claimant 
community chose restoration of land 
rights, they aren’t allowed to move 
back.

Communities have no option but 
to enter into a collaborative manage-
ment - or co-management - agree-
ment with the conservation agency in 
charge of the land. These partnership 
agreements between the state and 
local communities vary quite a bit, 
but all involved share responsibility 
for decision-making through pow-
er-sharing to varying degrees.

Our research looked at a success-
ful land claimant community negoti-
ating a co-management agreement. 
What we learnt was that during the 
negotiations little attention was giv-
en to how claimants felt about the 
land they had claimed back. The ne-
gotiations focused on the potential 
material bene its of the land, rather 
than on non-material bene its, such 
as access to visit burial sites.

This, we believe, raised a red lag, 
and should be revisited.

CHALLENGES
Co-management is often favoured 
because it can reconcile biodiversity 
conservation and land reform. But 

experiences on the ground have faced 
challenges. Instead of empowering 
communities, co-management ar-
rangement can marginalise commu-
nities further.

The main focus of the arrange-
ment is usually economic gain. The 
focus is on inancial gains, access to 
resources and employment. These 
are, of course, important, but to only 
focus on these drivers in negotiations 
paints an incomplete picture.

Land is much more than a re-
source. It also has a strong symbolic 
value. People develop bonds to land, 
known as place attachment. A person’s 
life experiences happen in a particular 
place. These experiences – the type of 
event, the people that were there, the 
meaning of it to the person - shape the 
connection with a place.

We looked at these elements in 
our research on a successful land 
claim in South Africa’s Eastern Cape 
province. What we found was that 
land is culturally and historically im-
portant to people and this is often 
ignored in the co-management ar-
rangements put in place after a claim 
has been settled.

This concept of place attach-
ment can be broken down to two 
components:
- place identity – drawing on iden-

tity, history, community 
life, understanding, be-
haviour, and
- place dependence – the 
opportunities a person 
had there, the functional 
quality of the place, and 
livelihoods.

These bonds are very 
unique to a speci ic place 
and cannot be replaced.

Values attached to a 
particular place and nat-
ural resources shape how 
people use them.

The land is important 
for the community for its 

cultural and historical value and it is 
important for the conservation agen-
cy for its conservation value. Both 
have a place in co-management, but 
they need to be acknowledged and 
considered by all involved. If the cul-
tural and historical importance of 
the land aren’t taken into account, 
communities might not be fully com-
mitted to conservation measures. In 
some cases, conservation agencies 
used co-management agreement to 
reach conservation goals which, at 
times, were at the expense of com-
munities’ needs.

Frustration over co-management 
negotiations can reach tipping points, 
as was the case in a nature reserve 
in the Eastern Cape in 2013 when 
the land claimant community closed 
down access to the reserve.

OPPORTUNITIES
Despite these challenges, co-man-
agement can work as examples in 
other countries show. For example, 
research in Colombia covering 10 
protected areas showed that co-man-
agement initiatives can be successful 
if certain conditions are respected. 
This includes effective community 
participation in the process.

There is still hope in South Afri-
ca, but the existing co-management 
arrangements need to be revisited. 
They must ensure effective commu-
nity participation as well as access to 
non-material bene its. For example, 
communities can negotiate access 
rights which would enable them to 
perform ceremonies and speak to 
their ancestors, therefore bene iting 
from the cultural value of their land. 
Place attachment reveals the symbol-
ic value of the land, which is the irst 
step in the process of including these 
in co-management arrangements.

Taking this approach could play a 
crucial role in the success of land re-
form policies.

[the writer is Post-Doctor-
al Fellow, Rhodes University]

Land claims in South Africa: it’s about the 
meaning of the land, not just money
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GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
ROADS & BRIDGES DEPARTMENT

SORENG, WEST SIKKIM
Memo No 136/SD/SOR/R&B/2018-19/38    
     Dated: 04/08/2018

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

For and on behalf of the Governor of Sikkim, Assistant Engineer (Soreng), Roads & Bridges Department, Gov-
ernment of Sikkim, invites sealed tenders under single bid system from the eligible contractors of class IV Grade 
enlisted with Sikkim Public Works Department vide Notifi cation No. 515/R&B/PWD/Secy. Dated 12.06.2018, for the 
construction of fair weather roads, through competitive bidding within the territorial jurisdiction of Gram Panchayat / 
Urban Local Bodies where the work is to be executed.

The works and time schedule are listed as under:-
SL.
NO.

NAME OF WORK COST OF WORK 
PUT TO TENDER 

(IN RS.)

EARNEST 
MONEY @ 
2.5% (IN 

RS.)

COST F TEN-
DER DOCU-
MENTS (IN 

RS.)

COMPLETION 
TIME

1. Construction of link road from 
Chakung Soreng road to Borbotey 
via Rupsang Km 0.00-1.00

5909784.00 147745.00 5000.00 12 Months.

2. Construction of link road from 
Chakung Soreng road to Borbotey 
via Rupsang Km 1.00-2.00

6028599.00 150715.00 5000.00 12 Months.

3. Construction of link road from 
Chakung Soreng road to Borbotey 
via Rupsang Km 2.00-3.00

5743023.00 143576.00 5000.00 12 Months.

Time Schedule for SL No. 1-3:
1. Date of submission of applica  on with bank Receipt For issue of Tender Docu-

ments (excluding Tender Form)
10th Sep 2018 (from 10.00 am to 4.00 
pm)

2. Date of issue of Tender Form on submission of TDR (as Earnest Money) 11th Sep 2018 (from 10.00 am to 4.00 
pm)

3. Late Date and Time of submission of Tender 
For SL.No. 1 to 3

12th Sep 2018 (from 10.00 am to 12.00 
pm)

4. Date and Time of Opening of Bid 
For Sl.No. 1 to 3

12th Sep 2018 (At 1.30 pm).

CONDITIONS OF CONTRACT:-
1. Tender is open only to the eligible Contractors/Firms of appropriate Class/Gram Panchayat Unit and Urban Local 

bodies Area.
2. The intending tenders/contractors should apply in writing for issue of tender documents. The application would 

be invariably be signed by the contractor himself/herself. The tender document will not be issued to any person 
other than the INTENDING TENDER. The application shall be submitted initially for each work listed above with 
all required documents.

3. The applicants should enclosed attested copies of the a) Goods & Service Tax Clearance Certifi cate (b) Validat-
ed/Updated Contractor Enlistment Certifi cate along with the application. It is mandatory to produce the Original 
validated/Updated Enlistment Certifi cate during sale/issue of the Tender Document for verifi cation.

4. The prescribed Non-Transferable Tender Documents (excluding the Tender Form) can be obtained during the 
period specifi ed in (As above from the offi  ce of the Assistant Engineer, Roads and Bridges Department, Soreng 
Sub Division, on production of requisite Bank receipt of the state of Sikkim towards the cost of Tender Documents 
(non-refundable) under the receipt Head “0059-80-800” cost of Tender Form (Roads & Bridges).

5. Earnest money deposit @ 2.5% in State Bank of Sikkim shall be in the form of Deposit Receipt of Schedule Bank 
which includes deposits in the form of temporary deposit receipts (TDR) in favour of the Sr. Accounts Offi  cer, 
Roads & Bridges, Gyalshing, West Sikkim. Tender form shall be issued only on production of toward deposit 
receipts of 2.5% earnest money.

6. The Tender Documents, including the Tender Form with quoted off er should be placed in a sealed cover with the 
name of the tenderers and the name of the work superscripted on it, supporting documents listed at Sl.No. 3(a & 
b) along with other relevant documents be enclosed with the off er.

7. Sealed tenders may be deposited in the Tender box in the offi  ce of the Assistant Engineer, Roads & Bridges 
Department, Soreng Sub Division, on the date and within the time indicated above.

8. Tenders shall be opened by a Tender opening Committee as prescribed by the Government in the presence of 
the tenderers on the date and time indicated above.

9. The Tenderer should sign on every page of the tender documents as Acceptance of the general Direction and 
Conditions of the Contract and other laid down norms. The rate quoted should be both in fi gures and words and 
should be inclusive of GST all other applicable Taxes and Levies. Over writing and correction should be avoided 
and if made should be authenticated. Incomplete/Conditional tenders shall be rejected forthwith.

10. In case of any discrepancy in rate(s) printed in the Schedule of Rates and Quantities issued with the tender docu-
ments, rates as per approved Scheduled of Rates will be taken as correct. For items outside the SOR, the rates shall 
be as per the technically checked estimate/analysis. Decision of the Principal Chief Engineer cum Secretary/Head of 
the Department will be fi nal in this regard.

11. The work value, scope and quantum of work are subject to change, the contractor shall execute the work as per the 
directives of the Department. No. claim on this account is entertained whatsoever. If any claim is made, it shall be 
as per the agreement rates.

12. The Department reserves the rights to hold payments to the contractor unless test certifi cates are not produces 
by the contractor when called upon to do so.

13. Avoidable damages due to negligence of the contractor shall be at his own risk and cost. The Department shall 
not be liable for payment of such damages (if any), including accidents to labour at site.

14. The off er shall remain valid for a period of 90 days. The work should commence within 15 days from the issue of 
the work order.

15. All the conditions as mentioned in the NIT shall be deemed to a part of the agreement to be entered with the 
contractor. Security deposit shall be collected by deductions from the running bills of the contractor @ 5% of the 
value of work done.

16. The Department reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tenders without assigning any reason thereof.
17. The recoveries of Royalties on Forest Produce shall be as per rates notifi ed by the Government from time to time 

and applicable on the date of payment. In no case, clam of any contractor for deduction as per rates incorporated 
in the analysis of rates or Schedule of Rates on the date of tender shall be acceptable.

18. Subletting of contract work is against the norms and if it comes to notice, the original contact shall be cancelled 
and appropriate action shall be initiated as per the rules.

19. The Department also reserves the right to increase, decrease, alter or modify the item of works as indicated in 
the NIT without assigning any reason thereof.

20. In case the man powers employed by the contractors are from outside the State or neighbouring countries, it shall 
be the responsibility of the contractors to get then registered with the labour department, Government of Sikkim 
as per the relevant Labour Laws.

21. Use of explosives shall be regulated as under:-
a) Transportation, Handling, storage and use of Explosives (if necessary) shall be in accordance with the provisions 

of the India Explosive Act and General Guidelines, Circulars issued by the department and other competent au-
thorities on the subject from time to time.

b) The rules and regulations issued by the Sikkim Public Works department or any other competent authority shall 
strictly be adhered to with regard to transportation, storage; handling and use of explosives shall maintained by 
the contractor.

22. The contractor shall also make arrangement to have photographs of the works taken at least at three stages of 
the construction period, i.e. beginning, middle and completion stage.

23. Damage to properties in and around the work site must be avoided at all cost. The contractor shall be held re-
sponsible for any acts of negligence and shall be made to make good the damages.

24. It is accepted to the tenderer to have inspected the site before submitting his/her bid. There may be possible site 
diffi  culties for which the tenderer should have their own correct assessment before submitting the bid.

25. The cost of stock materials supplied from the Department store will be deducted from the contractors’ bills as per 
rules.

26. The bidders shall produce a Certifi cate of Residence from the concerned Gram Panchayat Unit where the work is 
to be executed.

ASSISTANT ENGINEER
ROADS & BRIDGES DEPARTMENT

SORENG SUB DIVISION
R.O. No. 250/ipr/pub/classi/18-19 dt. 6.8.2018  WEST SIKKIM.

N  D , A  6 (PTI): A demand to 
implement minimum wages for planta-
tion workers in tea gardens of Assam 
was made in the Rajya Sabha today.

The issue was raised during the 
Zero Hour in the Upper House by 
Congress leader Santiuse Kujur who 

informed that 8 lakh plantation work-
ers in the state are in a “pitiable” con-
dition without basic amenities as their 
wages are vey low.There is a need to 
implement minimum wages in tea 
gardens in Assam, which produces 
one the world’s best tea, he said. Bhu-

baneshwar Kalita (Cong) demanded 
the government take immediate steps 
to stop man-made loods in Assam 
due to release of water by the NHPC.

B Lingaiah Yadav (TRS) said there 
is no railway network in Suryapet 
district of Telangana and demanded 

the government to conduct a survey.
Manoj Kumar Jha (RJD) raised 

the issue of caste-based reservation 
and said a survey needs to be con-
ducted to know the exact population 
and their plight.

Expressing concern over costly 

fares of Kerala-bound lights, Elamaran 
Kareem (CPI-M) said high fares were 
affecting Keralites travelling home 
during festivals like Onam and Eid.

The government should inter-
vene in the matter and also restart 
wide-body aircraft, he added.

Demand to implement minimum wages for plantation workers in RS

K , A  6 
(PTI): Around 175 In-
dians on their way 
back home after the 
K a i l a s h - M a n s a r o va r 
pilgrimage in Tibet re-
mained stranded in Ne-
pal’s Humla district for 
the second day today as 
commercial lights could 
not operate due to bad 
weather, the Indian Em-
bassy here said.

The situation, howev-
er, is under control and 
all the pilgrims will be 
evacuated as soon as the 
weather clears up, said 
Indian Embassy spokes-
person Roshan Lepcha.

The embassy yester-
day had estimated that 
there were around 200 
pilgrims stuck in Hum-
la’s Simikot due to bad 
weather.

Heavy rains in central 
and western Nepal for the 

past three days have forced 
domestic airlines to sus-
pend their regular lights.

There is basic lodg-
ing and fooding facilities 
for round 500 tourists 
in Simikot area. In case 
of emergency, the Indi-
an Embassy could safely 
evacuate the stranded 
pilgrims, sources said.

Last month, more 
than 1,500 Indians were 
stranded at various plac-
es in Nepal on their way 
to Kailash Mansarovar 
and back.

Following the inci-
dent, the Indian govern-
ment on July 5 had issued 
an advisory for travel 
to Kailash Mansarovar 
through the Nepal route.

The advisory is still in 
effect, according to Indi-
an Embassy sources.

The advisory had 
stated that Simikot and 

Hilsa are places lacking 
good medical and lodg-
ing facilities and there-
fore, pilgrims should get 
themselves medically 
examined before starting 
their pilgrimage and also 
carry medicines for up to 
a period of one month.

Simikot and Hilsa are 
connected to the rest of 
the world only by small 
aircraft or helicopters 
and there is no other way 
to travel in and out of 
these places.

These small aircraft 
or helicopters can oper-
ate only when the weath-
er is absolutely clear, as 
the terrain and route is 
extremely dangerous.

The embassy has de-
puted its representatives 
at Hilsa, Simikot and 
Humla for monitoring 
and taking action in case 
of emergency.

Indian Kailash-Mansarovar
pilgrims remain stranded in

Nepal for 2nd day

N  D , A  6 
(PTI): Speaker Sumitra 
Mahajan today said a no-
tice for breach of privi-
lege moved by TMC lead-
er Saugata Roy against 
Assam Home Secretary 
and DGP for allegedly 
manhandling four party 
members was under her 
consideration.

Roy raised the matter 
in the Lok Sabha during 
the Zero Hour alleging 
that four Trinamool Con-
gress (TMC) members 
from the Lok Sabha were 
manhandled when they 
went to Silchar to assess 
the situation last week 
after the publication of 
draft National Register 

of Citizens (NRC). “It is 
under my consideration,” 
Mahajan told Roy when 
he raised the matter.

On August 3, the TMC 
leaders were detained 
at the airport while at-
tempting to visit Assam 
to review the situation 
after the publication of 
the draft NRC.

S , A  6 (PTI): 
Meghalaya is all set to car-
ry out “rigorous” check-
ing of people entering the 
state following the publi-
cation of the NRC complete 
draft in Assam, a senior 
police of icer said.Superin-
tendent of Police (in iltra-
tion), Debangshu Sangma, 
told PTI that every person 
entering the state would 
be checked at the check-
points.

“At the checkpoints, the 

people need to show any 
identi ication document 
that proves that he is an 
Indian citizen and the ex-
ercise will continue till fur-
ther orders,” Sangma said.

The authorities have 
advised people to carry 
citizenship proof when 
they enter the state, fail-
ing which they will not be 
able to go beyond the sev-
en checkpoints bordering 
Assam.

His statement came in 

the wake of reports of peo-
ple from Assam getting de-
tained at the checkpoints, 
especially after the July 
30 publication of the NRC 
complete draft in neigh-
bouring Assam.

Sangma also denied 
claims made by the Khasi 
Students Union that over 
1,500 doubtful citizens 
were detained by their 
activists at the border 
crossings.

Meghalaya steps up checking of people at checkpoints: Police

WANGCHUK BHUTIA
MANGAN, 06 A :  

A presentation on the book ‘The Way 
to Happiness’ written by L. Ron 

Hubbard was made on the occasion of 
Tendong Lho Rum Faat 2018 at Mangan 
on 05 Aug. The programme was 
organized by Tendong Lho Rum Faat 
celebration committee in association 
with North Sikkim Youth Welfare 
Organisation. 

The programme was attended by 
Forest Minister, Tshering Wangdi Lep-
cha and Tourism Minister, Ugen Gyat-

so, SNT Chairperson, Pintso Namgyal 
Lepcha, DC, S.P, SDM,DFO and other 
dignitaries, teachers, principals and 
students of Mangan.

Executive Director of The Way to 
Happiness Foundation India, Rohit 
Sharma, from New Delhi made the pre-
sentation on the book. 

The Way to Happiness book is 
featured in the Guinness book of re-
cords for being the most disseminated 
non-religious book on the planet. 

Copies of the book were also dis-
tributed amongst the students.

Presentation on The 
Way to Happiness book

held at Mangan 

Privilege notice against Assam Home 
Sec under consideration: Speaker

World 
Breastfeeding 
Week at 
Jorethang
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 06 A :

World Breastfeed-
ing Week with the 

theme ‘’Breastfeeding 
Foundation of Life’’ was 
observed today at Rural 
Project Of ice in Jore-
thang, South Sikkim. The 
programme was organ-
ised by Nutrition Cell 
Social Justice, Empow-
erment and Welfare De-
partment, a press release 
informs.

NJMC Deputy Chair-
person, Pema Tamang 
attended the program as 
chief guest and was ac-
companied by concerned 
CDPO, Jaswa Lama, Dep-
uty Director, Nutrition 
Cell, Sonam Lhamu Bhut-
ia, Inspector, Samjana Ta-
mang, Anganwadi work-
ers and mothers.

Sonam Lhamu Bhutia 
spoke on the objectives of 
the program and the im-
portance of breastfeed-
ing. CDPO Jaswa Lama 
shared details about the 
scheme Pradhan Mantri 
Matru Vandhana Yojana’ 
(PMMVY). 

A quiz competition 
and baby show competi-
tion was also organized 
on the day.

First 
coordination 
meeting of 
Dairy Coop 
Societies 
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 06 A :

The irst coordination 
meeting of Chairper-

son of Dairy Cooperative 
Societies of Khamdong 
route, Tumin route, Pen-
dam route, Reshipaley 
route, Kamble route was 
organized by Sikkim Co-
operative Milk Produc-
ers’ Union Ltd. Gangtok 
East Sikkim at the SAME-
TI Training Hall, Tadong 
today.

As per a press re-
lease, around 60 milk 
producers/farmers in-
cluding secretaries and 
presidents of various 
Dairy Cooperative Soci-
eties from East district 
participated in the said 
meeting.  

Chairperson National 
Cooperative Dairy Fed-
eration of India and Vice 
Chairperson Sikkim Milk 
Union, Mangal Jit Rai 
chaired the programme 
wherein he urged the 
participating farmers to 
give their valuable sug-
gestions and problems 
faced by them in taking 
up dairy farming. He 
also made a power point 
presentation about the 
organizational structure 
and the activities of the 
Sikkim Milk Union. 

General Manager 
(HQ), SK Pradhan gave 
a brief speech about the 
election process of the 
union and delimitation of 
milk routes wherein he 
clari ied about the partic-
ular routes being allocat-
ed to the elected board of 
directors. 

The meeting also had 
an interactive session 
wherein the participat-
ing farmers placed their 
queries and suggestions

DGM (SMU), Dr. 
NK Pradhan replied to 
the queries raised by 
the members present 
and explained in detail 
about milk pricing and 
benefits extended to the 
farmers. 
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GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
ROADS & BRIDGES DEPARTMENT

SORENG, WEST SIKKIM
NIT No: 136/SD/SOR/R&B/2018-19/35                    Dated: 04/08/2018

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
For and on behalf of the Governor of Sikkim, Assistant Engineer (Soreng), Roads & Bridges Department Government of Sikkim, invites 

sealed tenders under single bid system from the eligible contractors of class IV Grade enlisted with Sikkim Public Works Department vide 
Notifi cation No. 515/R&B/PWD/Secy. Dated 12.06.2018, for the construction of fair weather roads, through competitive bidding within the 
territorial jurisdiction of Gram Panchayat / Urban Local Bodies where the work is to be executed.

The works and time schedule are listed as under:-

SL. 
NO.

NAME OF WORK COST OF WORK PUT 
TO TENDER IN RS

EARNEST MONEY 
 2.5% IN RS

COST OF TENDER DOC
UMENT IN RS

COMPLETION 
TIME

1 Construc  on of road from Panchayat Bhawan to L/
Mabong VLW centre in West Sikkim Km 0-1.00

4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months

2 Construc  on of road from Panchayat Bhawan to L/
Mabong VLW centre in West Sikkim Km 1-2.00

4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months

3 Construc  on of road from Panchayat Bhawan to L/
Mabong VLW centre in West Sikkim Km 2-3.00

4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months

4 Construc  on of road from Mangalbaria Khaniser-
bong PMGSY road to Lanchi Gumpa in West Sikkim 
Km: 0-1.00

4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months

5 Construc  on of road from Mangalbaria Khaniser-
bong PMGSY road to Lanchi Gumpa in West Sikkim 
Km: 1.00-2.00

4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months

6 Construc  on of road from Mangalbaria Khaniser-
bong PMGSY road to Lanchi Gumpa in West Sikkim 
Km: 2.00-3.25

5341219.00 133530.00 5000.00 09 Months

7 Construc  on of road from Upper Mabong PMGSY 
road to Dorang busty in West Sikkim Km: 0-1.00

4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months

8 Construc  on of road from Upper Mabong PMGSY 
road to Dorang busty in West Sikkim Km: 1-2.00

4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months

9 Construc  on of road from Rothak to Tamang Gumpa 
in West Sikkim Km: 0-1.00

4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months

10 Construc  on of road from Rothak to Tamang Gumpa 
in West Sikkim Km: 1-2.00

4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months

11 Construc  on of road from Rothak to Tamang Gumpa 
in West Sikkim Km: 2-3.00

4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months

12 Construc  on of road from Rothak to Tamang Gumpa 
in West Sikkim Km: 3-4.00

4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months

13 Construc  on of road from Doksing via Harey botey 
to SPWD Road in West Sikkim Km: 0-1.00

4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months

14 Construc  on of road from Doksing via Harey botey 
to SPWD Road in West Sikkim Km: 1-2.00

4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months

15 Construc  on of road from SPWD Road Lower Mabong 
to Panchayat bhawan in West Sikkim Km 0-1.00

4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months

16 Construc  on of road from SPWD Road Lower 
Mabong to Panchayat bhawan in West Sikkim Km 
1-2.00

4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months

17 Construc  on of road from Thakley turning to Ra-
bong turning via Rateypani in West Sikkim Km 0-1.00

4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months

18 Construc  on of road from Thakley turning to Rabong 
turning via Rateypani in West Sikkim Km 1.00-2.20

5137917.00 128448.00 5000.00 09 Months

19 Construc  on of road from Amalay dara to Bomjaney 
gaon in West Sikkim Km 1.25

5341219.00 133530.00 5000.00 09 Months

20 Construc  on of road from Upper Gelling Dham area 
to Bhimsing  gaon in West Sikkim Km 0-1.00

4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months

21 Construc  on of road from Upper Gelling Dham area 
to Bhimsing  gaon in West Sikkim Km 1-2.00

4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months

22 Construc  on of road from Upper Gelling Dham area 
to Bhimsing  gaon in West Sikkim Km 2-3.00

4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months

23 Construc  on of road from Dhargaon to Rockgarden 
in West Sikkim Km 0-1.00

4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months

24 Construc  on of road from Dhargaon to Rock garden 
in West Sikkim Km 1-2.00

4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months

25 Construc  on of road from Dhargaon to Rockgarden 
in West Sikkim Km 2-3.00

4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months

26 Construc  on of road from Dhargaon to Rockgarden 
in West Sikkim Km 3-4.00

4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months

27 Construc  on of road from Dhargaon to Rockgarden 
in West Sikkim Km 4-5.00

4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months

28 Construc  on of road from Dhargaon to Rockgarden 
in West Sikkim Km 5-6.00

4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months

29 Construc  on of road from Mangergaon to Sampang 
gaon in West Sikkim Km: 0-1.50

6357744.00 158944.00 5000.00 12 Months

Time Schedule for Sl. No. 1.29:-
1. Date of submission of application with bank receipt For issue of Tender Documents 
(excluding Tender Form):       4th Sep. 2018 (From 10.00 am to 4.00pm)
2. Date of issue of Tender Form on submission of TDR (as Earnest Money):   5th Sep. 2018 (From 10.00am to 4.00pm)
3. Last Date and Time of submission of Tender
a) For Sl. No. 1-16:        7th Sep. 2018 (From 10.00am to 12.00pm)
b) For Sl. No. 17-29:        8th Sep. 2018 (From 10.00am to 12.00pm)
4. Date and Time of Opening of Bid
a) For Sl. No. 1-16:        7th Sep. 2018 (At 1.30pm)
b) For Sl. No. 17-29:        8th Sep. 2018  (At 1.30pm)

CONDITIONS OF CONTRACT:-
1. Tender is open only to the eligible Contractors/Firms of appropriate Class/Gram Panchayat Unit and Urban Local bodies Area.
2. The intending tenders/contractors should apply in writing for issue of tender documents. The application would be invariably be signed by 

the contractor himself/herself. The tender document will not be issued to any person other than the INTENDING TENDER. The application 
shall be submitted initially for each work listed above with all required documents.

3. The applicants should enclosed attested copies of the a) Goods & Service Tax Clearance Certifi cate (b) Validated/Updated Contractor 
Enlistment Certifi cate along with the application. It is mandatory to produce the Original validated/Updated Enlistment Certifi cate during 
sale/issue of the Tender Document for verifi cation.

4. The prescribed Non-Transferable Tender Documents (excluding the Tender Form) can be obtained during the period specifi ed in (As 
above from the offi  ce of the Assistant Engineer, Roads and Bridges Department, Soreng Sub Division, on production of requisite Bank re-
ceipt of the state of Sikkim towards the cost of Tender Documents (non-refundable) under the receipt Head “0059-80-800” cost of Tender 
Form (Roads & Bridges).

5. Earnest money deposit @ 2.5% in State Bank of Sikkim shall be in the form of Deposit Receipt of Schedule Bank which includes deposits 
in the form of temporary deposit receipts (TDR) in favour of the Sr. Accounts Offi  cer, Roads & Bridges, Gyalshing, West Sikkim. Tender 
form shall be issued only on production of toward deposit receipts of 2.5% earnest money.

6. The Tender Documents, including the Tender Form with quoted off er should be placed in a sealed cover with the name of the tenderers 
and the name of the work superscripted on it, supporting documents listed at Sl.No. 3(a & b) along with other relevant documents be 
enclosed with the off er.

7. Sealed tenders may be deposited in the Tender box in the offi  ce of the Assistant Engineer, Roads & Bridges Department, Soreng Sub 
Division, on the date and within the time indicated above.

8. Tenders shall be opened by a Tender opening Committee as prescribed by the Government in the presence of the tenderers on the date 
and time indicated above.

9. The Tenderer should sign on every page of the tender documents as Acceptance of the general Direction and Conditions of the Contract 
and other laid down norms. The rate quoted should be both in fi gures and words and should be inclusive of GST all other applicable Taxes 
and Levies. Over writing and correction should be avoided and if made should be authenticated. Incomplete/Conditional tenders shall be 
rejected forthwith.

10. In case of any discrepancy in rate(s) printed in the Schedule of Rates and Quantities issued with the tender documents, rates as per approved 
Scheduled of Rates will be taken as correct. For items outside the SOR, the rates shall be as per the technically checked estimate/analysis. 
Decision of the Principal Chief Engineer cum Secretary/Head of the Department will be fi nal in this regard.

11. The work value, scope and quantum of work are subject to change, the contractor shall execute the work as per the directives of the Depart-
ment. No. claim on this account is entertained whatsoever. If any claim is made, it shall be as per the agreement rates.

12. The Department reserves the rights to hold payments to the contractor unless test certifi cates are not produces by the contractor when 
called upon to do so.

13. Avoidable damages due to negligence of the contractor shall be at his own risk and cost. The Department shall not be liable for payment 
of such damages (if any), including accidents to labour at site.

14. The off er shall remain valid for a period of 90 days. The work should commence within 15 days from the issue of the work order.
15. All the conditions as mentioned in the NIT shall be deemed to a part of the agreement to be entered with the contractor. Security deposit 

shall be collected by deductions from the running bills of the contractor @ 5% of the value of work done.
16. The Department reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tenders without assigning any reason thereof.
17. The recoveries of Royalties on Forest Produce shall be as per rates notifi ed by the Government from time to time and applicable on the 

date of payment. In no case, clam of any contractor for deduction as per rates incorporated in the analysis of rates or Schedule of Rates 
on the date of tender shall be acceptable.

18. Subletting of contract work is against the norms and if it comes to notice, the original contact shall be cancelled and appropriate action 
shall be initiated as per the rules.

19. The Department also reserves the right to increase, decrease, alter or modify the item of works as indicated in the NIT without assigning 
any reason thereof.

20. In case the man powers employed by the contractors are from outside the State or neighbouring countries, it shall be the responsibility of 
the contractors to get then registered with the labour department, Government of Sikkim as per the relevant Labour Laws.

21. Use of explosives shall be regulated as under:-
 a) Transportation, Handling, storage and use of Explosives (if necessary) shall be in accordance with the provisions of the India Explosive 

Act and General Guidelines, Circulars issued by the department and other competent authorities on the subject from time to time.
 b) The rules and regulations issued by the Sikkim Public Works department or any other competent authority shall strictly be adhered to 

with regard to transportation, storage; handling and use of explosives shall maintained by the contractor.
22. The contractor shall also make arrangement to have photographs of the works taken at least at three stages of the construction period, 

i.e. beginning, middle and completion stage.
23. Damage to properties in and around the work site must be avoided at all cost. The contractor shall be held responsible for any acts of 

negligence and shall be made to make good the damages.
24. It is accepted to the tenderer to have inspected the site before submitting his/her bid. There may be possible site diffi  culties for which the 

tenderer should have their own correct assessment before submitting the bid.
25. The cost of stock materials supplied from the Department store will be deducted from the contractors’ bills as per rules.
26. The bidders shall produce a Certifi cate of Residence from the concerned Gram Panchayat Unit where the work is to be executed.
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V  (S ), A  
6 (PTI): India notched 
up one of its most mem-
orable football triumphs 
when the country’s un-
der-20 team stunned 
traditional giants Argen-
tina 2-1 despite being 
reduced to 10 men in a 
pulsating contest at the 
COTIF Cup here.

Deepak Tangri (4th 
minute) and Anwar Ali 
(68’) were the stars for 
the Indian U-20 team last 
night as the Floyd Pin-
to-coached side scripted 
a historic result against 
the six-time U-20 world 
champions, coached 
by 2006 World Cupper 
Lionel Scaloni and for-
mer mid- ield star Pablo 
Aimar.

It was a massive 
boost for Pinto’s side, 
which had lost 0-2 to 
Murcia before going 
down 0-3 to Mauritania. 
They were held to a goal-
less draw by Venezuela 
in their previous match 
in the tournament.

“This victory will 
de initely earn Indian 
Football more respect 
in the world of football. 
It opens up a window of 
opportunity to test our-
selves against the best 
in the World on a regular 
basis,” Pinto said after 
the match.

“It’s unbelievable! I 
am a very proud Indi-
an today. This win is a 
testament to the efforts 
and belief of the All India 
Football Federation in 
moving forward towards 
developing the youth of 
the country.

“We have a renewed 
belief that with the right 
support & exposure we 

are capable to compete 
with the best teams in 
the world,” he added.

Tangri gave India a 
perfect start as he headed 
the ball at the back of the 
net from a corner taken 
by Ninthoiganba Meetei 
in the fourth minute.

Boosted by the early 
goal, India stepped up 
the attack and tried to 
create chances in the irst 
half.

Suresh Singh Wang-
jam and Boris Singh 
Thangjam tried to feed 
Aniket Jadhav with the 
ball but on two occasions 
he was adjudged off-side 
as after the irst half, In-
dia lead 1-0.

In the second half, Ali 
squandered an opportu-
nity after he received a 
pass from captain Ama-
rjit Singh Kiyam but his 
shot was saved by the Ar-
gentine goalkeeper.

India U-20 side was 
soon reduced to 10 men 
after forward Jadhav was 
shown the red card in the 
54th minute for a bad 
foul.

With Argentina trying 
to make inroads, India 
goalkeeper Prabhsukhan 
Gill pulled off a couple of 
brilliant saves in the 56th 
minute and another with 
his ingertips in the 61st 
minute.

India continued to 
look for another goal 
and a brilliantly struck 
free-kick taken by Anwar 
Ali in the 68th gave the 
Asian side a 2-0 lead.

It was a foul on sub-
stitute Rahim Ali which 
resulted in the set-piece 
and Ali’s shot hit inside 
of the woodwork before 
nestling in the Argentine 
goal.

Four minutes later, Ar-
gentina pulled one back 
but the Indian colts held 
their nerves in the re-
maining minutes to create 
history on Spanish soil.

“The one thing miss-
ing from our continued 
development through 
this tournament were 
goals. I am really hap-
py the boys adapted so 
quickly and effectively 
to the changes we made 

post our irst gamer. I 
just couldn’t have asked 
for a better reaction,” the 
India coach said.

“The bench was un-
derstandably ecstatic yet 
calm as there was a lot of 
football yet to be played. 
Deepak Tangri’s goal was 
one of a sheer determi-
nation while Anwar Ali’s 
free-kick was of the high-
est order. We wanted to 
put in a performance that 
would make people for-
get about our previous 
game against Venezuela 
U-20 and the boys man-
aged to do that.”

Interestingly, this 
win comes weeks after 
national coach Stephen 
Constantine criticised 
the Indian team’s perfor-
mance at the U-17 World 
Cup, describing it medi-
ocre and the hype sur-
rounding as unjusti ied.

The Indian team 
was also not allowed to 
participate in the Asian 
Games after being denied 
clearance by the Indi-
an Olympic Association 
(IOA).

India stun Argentina in U-20
COTIF Cup football tourney

H  C  M  C , A  6 (PTI): 
Asian junior champion Lakshya 
Sen will look to continue his gold-
en run when he switches to the se-
nior circuit, competing at the USD 
75,000 Vietnam Open BWF Tour 
Super 100 starting here tomorrow.

The 16-year-old from Uttara-
khand had ended India’s 53-year 
long wait for a men’s singles gold 
when he clinched the title at the Asia 
Junior championship last month.

Lakshya will begin his cam-
paign against Singapore’s Ng Zin 
Rei Ryan, while Ajay Jayaram, who 
inished runners-up at the White 

Nights International Challenge, 
will meet local player Le Duc Phat.

Mithun Manjunath, who had 
reached the semi inals of the Rus-
sian Open, will play a yet-to-be-de-
cided quali ier.

Abhishek Yeligar will face Mau-
rius’ Georges Julien Paul, Shrey-
ansh Jaiswal will also take on a 
quali ier and Rahul Yadav Chitta-
boina will square off against the 
experienced Tien Minh Nguyen.

Siddharth Pratap Singh will 

ight it out with Chinese Taipei’s 
Lu Chia Hung, Kartikey Gulshan 
Kumar will clash with Indone-
sia’s Shesar Hiren Rhustavito and 
Bodhit Joshi will cross swords 
with Thailand’s Adulrach Namkul.

In women’s singles, Ruthvika 
Shivani Gadde, who won a gold med-
al at the 2016 South Asian Games, 
will face Malaysia’s Yin Fun Lim.

Mugdha Agrey will test her 
skills against seventh seeded 
Chinese Han Yue, while Vaidehi 

Choudhari lock horns with USA’s 
Crystal Pan and Sri Krishna Priya 
Kudaravalli faces Indonesia’s Yulia 
Yosephin Susanto. Rasika Raje will 
meet a qualifer in the opening 
round.

Second-seeded women’s dou-
bles pair of Meghana Jakkampudi 
and Poorvisha S Ram will face a pair 
from the qualifying round, while 
Poorvisha will again pair up with 
Shivam Sharma as they take on Ta-
dayuki Urai and Rena Miyaura.

Lakshya Sen looks to continue
impressive run at Vietnam Open

N  D , A  6 (PTI): 
The Centre has urged 
all states to enforce the 
2011 Sports Code so that 
it is followed by the state 
federations who must 
ensure ‘free and trans-
parent’ election process, 
Sports Minister Rajya-
vardhan Singh Rathore 
said today.

“Sports Code of 2011 
lays down very speci ic 
guidelines as to how the 
elections will be conduct-
ed and the government 
through its observer en-

sures that Sports Code is 
followed at least by the 
national federations,” he 
said in the Rajya Sabha.

He said the Sports 
Ministry has written a 
letter to all Chief Minis-
ters requesting them to 
enforce the Sports Code 
so that it is followed by 
the state federations.

Rathore said some 
sports federations have 
been derecognised be-
cause of certain lacunae 
in their functioning.

“Along with the Indi-

an Olympic Association, 
we try and ensure that 
these federations over-
come those issues and 
hold proper elections. 
Once those elections are 
held and they apply for 
recognition by us, we 
grant them concerned 
recognition,” he said.

The Minister said 
the Centre deals with 
matters relating to the 
national level sports fed-
erations and not with the 
matters relating to their 
state/UT associations, 

including holding of their 
elections.

“Complaints alleging 
irregularities in the func-
tioning of their af iliated 
units, including Tamil 
Nadu Kabaddi Associa-
tion, were received in the 
past. Since Government 
of India does not deal 
with such matters, the 
complaints were sent to 
Amateur Kabaddi Feder-
ation of India (AKFI) for 
their appropriate action,” 
the minister in a written 
reply.

State sports federations must ensure
transparent polls: Rathore
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B , A  6 (AFP): Bangladesh 
should dramatically improve living con-
ditions for Rohingya in the world’s larg-
est refugee camp and scrap plans to move 
many to a lood-prone island, Human 
Rights Watch said today.

Almost one million Rohingya Muslims 
forced out of Myanmar now live in south-
ern Bangladesh, with 700,000 of them 
arriving after the latest crackdown on the 
stateless minority started in August last 
year.

The US and UN have branded opera-
tions by Myanmar security forces as ethnic 
cleansing. Rohingya have recounted wide-
spread rape, murder and torture while be-
ing driven out of their villages, hundreds 
of which were razed to the ground.

Myanmar denies almost all accusa-
tions of atrocities and says it was defend-
ing itself against Rohingya militants who 
launched deadly attacks on police posts.

Bangladesh and Myanmar have signed 
a repatriation agreement but Rohingya 
are refusing to return without guarantees 
of safety and rights, including freedom of 
movement and citizenship.

Meanwhile they wait in cramped 
camps with limsy bamboo huts perched 
on muddy hills, cheek-by-jowl with other 
families and exposed to the elements.

“What this means with people packed 
so closely together, particularly if this is 

going to last longer and longer, is it’s an 
incubation for contagious disease, for so-
cial dysfunction, domestic violence for 
example, and things like ire,” Bill Frelick, 
refugee rights director at Human Rights 
Watch, told reporters in Bangkok at the 

launch of a new report on conditions in 
the camps.

The average space in the mega-camp 
section of Cox’s Bazar is 10.7 square metres 
per person, compared to a refugee camp 
standard of 45 square metres per person, 

according to the report, which is based on 
dozens of interviews with Rohingya, of i-
cials, NGOS and UN agencies in May.

“Immediately what is needed is reloca-
tion,” he added, citing additional risks of 
landslides during the monsoon season.

But the rights group also urged Ban-
gladesh to abandon a plan to move some 
100,000 Rohingya to an island in the Bay 
of Bengal called Bhasan Char.

Refugees have heard rumours of the 
move to the uninhabited silt island prone 
to regular tidal looding, and have ex-
pressed no interest in going there.

Frelick said Bangladesh had earned 
enormous goodwill by accepting Rohing-
ya, but moving them against their will 
could “change that sense of trust and 
sense of gratitude overnight”.

Human Rights Watch said it has iden-
ti ied six feasible sites in a subdistrict that 
could accommodate 263,000 people.

Other recommendations were for au-
thorities to provide Rohingya with legal 
refugee status, allow more freedom of 
movement, create better access to educa-
tion and build cyclone shelters.

The report called for greaster contri-
butions from donor governments, agen-
cies and NGOs to help improve conditions. 
It said an appeal for 136.6 million for shel-
ter and non-food items was only 14 per-
cent funded as of last month.

Bangladesh refugee commissioner 
Abul Kalam told the rights group that au-
thorities are working on moving tens of 
thousands of people to better areas. But 
Kalam said many are reluctant to go with-
out knowing the conditions of the sites.

Bangladesh must improve conditions for Rohingya, scrap island plan: HRW

B , A  6 (PTI): 
China today announced 
that it has successful-
ly tested its irst cut-
ting-edge hypersonic 
aircraft which could car-
ry nuclear warheads and 
penetrate any current 
generation anti-missile 
defence systems.

The Xingkong-2 
or Starry Sky-2, was 
launched in a target 
range located in North-
west China on Friday 
last, the state-run China 
Academy of Aerospace 
Aerodynamics (CAAA) 
said in a statement.

The United States 
and Russia have been 
carrying out similar ex-
periments. Launched in a 
rocket, China’s waverider 
was released in the air 
after about 10 minutes. 
It lew independently, 
made large-angle turning 
maneuvers, and landed 
in the targeted area as 
planned, the statement 
said.

The light vehicle 
reached 30 kms in alti-
tude at Mach 5.5-6, the 
statement quoted by the 
of icial media today said.

The hypersonic air-
craft was designed by the 
CAAA in collaboration 
with the China Aerospace 
Science and Technology 
Corporation.

Waverider is a light 
vehicle that lies in the 
atmosphere and uses 

shockwaves generated 
by its own hyperson-
ic light with the air to 
glide at high speed, Song 
Zhongping, a military ex-
pert told state-run Global 
Times.

Various parameters 
were proved and the 
light vehicle was fully 

recovered, which marks 
the successful launch of 
Xingkong-2 and the irst 
light of a Chinese wave-

rider, the statement said.
“Announcing the suc-

cessful test to the pub-
lic indicates that China 
must have already made 
a technological break-
through with the weap-
on,” Song said.

The waverider is 
expected to be tested 
more frequently in fu-
ture before being handed 

over for deployment to 
the People’s Liberation 
Army, he said.

The current genera-
tion of anti-missile de-
fence systems is mainly 
designed to intercept 
cruise and ballistic mis-
siles, which are either 
slower or easier to pre-
dict, making them possi-
ble to intercept, he said.

But the trajectory of 
a waverider is relative-
ly unpredictable in the 
glide and it lies so fast 
that it poses an extreme 
challenge to current an-
ti-missile defense sys-
tems, Song said.

Any rocket has the 
potential of launching a 
waverider, and the wa-
verider can carry both 
conventional and nuclear 
warheads, Song said.

“The test showed that 
China is advancing shoul-
der-to-shoulder with 
the US and Russia,” Song 
said.

In addition to its mil-
itary use, the hypersonic 
light vehicle may also 

see civil use in the future, 
an unnamed military 
expert, told the Global 
Times.

“If the hypersonic 
technology matures, it 
may see other applica-
tions including industri-
al transport,” the expert 
said.

China whose defence 
budget this year amount-
ed to USD 175 billion is 
investing heavily in de-
fence research and devel-
opment to catch-up with 
US, Russia and European 
Union.

China successfully tests irst 
hypersonic aircraft S , A  6 (PTI): Singa-

pore’s charities watchdog today 
sacked the chairman of a centu-
ry-old Hindu temple in Little In-
dia with immediate effect after 
an 11-month-long investigation 
found “severe mismanagement”.

Besides being sacked from his 
post at the temple, Sivakadacham, 
the chairman of the Sri Veera-
makaliamman Temple, is also dis-
quali ied from acting as a board 
member, trustee or key staff in any 
charity in the future, the Commis-
sioner of Charities (CoC) said in a 
statement.

The probe conducted by the 
Singapore Police’s Commercial Af-
fairs Department has found that 

key of ice bearers of the temple 
had “prevalently” issued uncrossed 
cheques and allowed them to be ex-
changed for cash at the temple.

Between January 2011 and July 
2014, the temple issued at least 
823 uncrossed cheques amount-
ing to over SGD 1.5 million. Of 
these, 45 cheques worth over SGD 
227,000 were given to people who 
were not the intended recipients.

Sivakadacham, who goes by 
just one name, can no longer act as 
a board member or trustee of the 
temple in Little India’s Serangoon 
Road, the CoC statement said.

The charities watchdog further 
said that it has removed Sivakada-
cham with immediate effect after a 

probe found “severe mismanage-
ment” in how the temple was run.

“The Commissioner of Charities 
is satis ied that there has been mis-
management in the administration 
of the charity for which Sivakad-
acham was responsible for or by 
privy by his conduct contributed to 
or facilitated,” the statement said.

The CoC had instituted an in-
quiry into the Sri Veeramakaliam-
man temple on August 22, 2017.

In April, the Charities Commis-
sioner, Dr Ang Hak Seng, had said 
that the probe found a “severe 
lack of care and prudence” by key 
board members as guardians of 
the temple’s charitable assets be-
tween January 2011 and July 2014.

Chairman of Hindu temple in Singapore
sacked for ‘severe mismanagement’

D , A  6 (PTI): 
The Bangladesh’s High 
Court today granted six-
month interim bail to 
former prime minister 
and opposition BNP 
Chairperson Khaleda Zia 
in a case of irebombing of 
a bus in 2015, local media 
reported.

Eight people were 
killed and 20 others were 
injured when unidenti ied 
assailants hurled a pet-
rol bomb at the bus in Comilla’s 
Chouddagram upazila on February 
2, 2015, during protests against 
the government.

Justice AKM Asaduzzaman and 
Justice SM Mozibur Rahman grant-
ed the 72-year-old leader the bail 
today, the bdnews24.com reported.

The bail petition was iled at 
Cumilla Special Court showing the 
three-time former prime minister 

as an arrestee in the case under 
the Special Powers Act, her lawyer 
Barrister AKM Ehsanur Rahman.

Judge KM Shamsul Alam had 
endorsed the police’s move to 
name Khaleda as an arrestee in the 
case but did not take any decision 
about her bail plea, setting August 
8 for the hearing. Then Khaleda’s 
lawyers had moved the High Court 
with a bail petition.

The court had ordered the Cu-

milla court to settle the 
bail appeal by July 26. 
But the court rejected the 
appeal on July 25 and the 
lawyers iled another bail 
petition at the court.

The court had set to-
day for the decision after 
hearing the appeal on July 
29.

Two separate cases 
one for murder, the other 
under the Explosives Act 
were iled over the inci-

dent. “A petition was iled on May 
28 to dismiss the case. That is on 
hold for the next hearing,” said 
AKM Ehsanur Rahman, according 
to the report.

As the BNP chief had been in 
prison since being sentenced to 
ive years in jail in the Zia Orphan-

age Trust graft case on February 
8, police had promptly shown her 
arrested .

Ex-Bangladesh PM Khaleda Zia gets 
6-month bail in Cumilla bus arson case



8 SummitTIMES | 07 August 2018

Owner, Printer, Publisher Dr. ROMA KANTI ALLEY, Printed at M/S. Baba Offset Press Works Pvt.  Ltd., Tadong Bazaar, East Sikkim, Gangtok, Pin: 737102  and Published from Santa Bhawan Complex, Near Diesel Power House, Gangtok,
East Sikkim- 737101, District- East, Gangtok, State- Sikkim Editor: PURAN TAMANG. Phone- [03592] 208698 E-mail- news@summittimes.com  ~  letters@summittimes.com

EtCETERA
T

H
E

 D
A

Y
 A

H
E

A
D

ARIES: Aries, you fi nally begin to 
feel like you’re making progress. 
You’re intent on completing some 
projects that have long been in the 
works. After many hours of concen-
tration and focus, you make the last 
adjustments and proclaim it fi nished. 
You can expect to be rewarded for 
your eff orts. Your skills are extraor-
dinary. You can enjoy a real sense of 
satisfaction. Celebrate a little!   
TAURUS: This is a passionate, cre-
ative day, Taurus. Your blood is hot 
and passion is on your mind. With 
luck, you have a signifi cant other 
who can benefi t! If not, you will 
have to fi nd another way to burn off  
that energy. Invite a close friend for 
a jog. You’re in the mood to social-
ize. If you can’t have physical inti-
macy, be satisfi ed with emotional 
closeness.  

GEMINI: You may feel a bit short 
on inspiration today, Gemini. Don’t 
be discouraged! Start whatever 
project is in question, even if your 
thoughts are elsewhere. During the 
course of the “bad” work you may 
churn out at fi rst, your muse gently 
alights on your shoulder. It some-
times takes a little discipline to lead 
to delicious rewards!  
CANCER: Cancer, you may feel 
like you’re running in several direc-
tions at once. You’re so scattered that 
you don’t feel like you’re accom-
plishing anything important. That’s 
just the nature of the day. You have 
many loose ends to tie up. It’s hard to 
concentrate on the big picture when 
you’re out of groceries. Do whatever 
maintenance needs doing so you can 
move on to bigger things.  
LEO: Today you may be inspired to 

have a little fun with your looks, Leo. 
You may wish to change your haircut 
or experiment with diff erent colors 
or styles of clothing. It would be fun 
to get out of your routine, even if it 
just means donning funky sunglasses 
or bright Hawaiian patterns. You will 
feel lighter and more fl irtatious.  
VIRGO: Today’s energy has you re-
thinking all areas of your life, Virgo. 
If you aren’t as challenged by your 
job as you think you should be, per-
haps it’s time for a change. The trick 
for you will be fi guring out what it is 
that you want to do. You have a tre-
mendous amount of creative ability. 
If you aren’t using these talents, why 
not explore a career that would let 
you develop them further?  
LIBRA: You’re ready for dramatic 
change in your life, Libra. It isn’t 
that you’re dissatisfi ed with your 

career or personal life. Rather, you 
feel like you’re missing out on 
something great, if you only knew 
what. Be receptive to whatever op-
portunities arise and explore them 
all. You may fi nd the answers you 
seek through travel or more educa-
tion. Bring a friend if you’re afraid 
to explore on your own.  
SCORPIO: Scorpio, expect to meet 
someone new who will be a tremen-
dous infl uence in your life - probably 
in your career. If you’ve been frus-
trated by your lack of progress up 
the corporate ladder, take heart. This 
new person may be able to show 
you another way up. In spite of your 
frustration, you should continue to 
work in your usual manner. You’re 
on the right path, even though you 
may doubt it now.  
SAGITTARIUS: You’ve been on 

a wild ride for several months, Sag-
ittarius - all that excitement in your 
personal life and career! If major 
changes for the better haven’t yet 
occurred, know that they will. A 
promotion is in order, most likely 
accompanied by a raise. Don’t act so 
surprised - you’ve had this coming 
for a long time. Celebrate tonight 
with someone dear to your heart.  
CAPRICORN: Foreign lands and 
new opportunities beckon today, 
Capricorn! Keep your eyes and ears 
open as these opportunities may 
come to you from an unusual or un-
expected source. You’re ready for a 
change of some kind in your person-
al or professional life. It’s up to you 
to take steps in whatever new di-
rection you decide to go. Don’t rule 
out a few classes as a way to further 
your career.  

AQUARIUS: The astral energy 
indicates that you may have extra 
money in your pocket, Aquarius. 
Take care to invest this money wise-
ly rather than spend it all. You will 
be happier sacrifi cing short-term 
gratifi cation for future fi nancial 
gain. Positive relationships and so-
cializing are indicated this evening. 
Make a point to get together with 
close friends and loved ones.  
PISCES: This will be an interesting 
day provided you keep your eyes 
and ears open to the opportunities 
that arise. Don’t be afraid to take 
on new challenges. Even if you feel 
unsure about your abilities, embrace 
the chance to test them. If others 
think you’re up to the challenge, you 
should give yourself the same benefi t 
of the doubt! New friends are indicat-
ed - make a point to smile.

WELL-MANNERED! Jennifer Lopez, the courteous 
star, holds the door open for someone in New York 
City.

Nandita Das 
says she chose 

Nawazuddin Sid-
diqui to portray the 
title role in “Man-
to” as he has a lot 
of similarities with 
legendary Urdu au-
thor-writer.

Nandita said she 
always had Nawaz 
in mind while writ-
ing “Manto”, based 
on the life of Saadat 
Hasan Manto, whose 
work continues to 
remain relevant to 
this day.

“He has many 
traits that are simi-
lar to Manto a deep sensitivity and intensity, 
anger, and a dry sense of humour. These in-
nate qualities in Nawaz helped him transition 
into Manto on screen quite effortlessly,” Nan-
dita said in a statement.

She said she needed an actor who could 
portray many contradictory emotions as 
Manto was a complex character.

“For instance , he was a person with moral 
courage, but was also scared of going to jail, 

con ident but vulnerable, deeply sensitive 
yet very angry. You will know Nawaz’s range 
when you see ‘Manto’,” she added.

Nawazuddin, who has been receiving 
rave reviews for his performance in “Sacred 
Games”, will be seen next in “Rome Rome 
Mein” to be directed by Tannishtha Chatter-
jee, in Debamitra Hassan’s “Motichoor Chak-
nachoor”, a fun story on an unlikely couple 
and “Thackeray”, a biopic based on the late 
Shiv Sena supremo Bal Thackeray.

Nawazuddin has many
traits that are similar to

Manto: Nandita Das

M , A  5 (PTI): “Men-
tal Hai Kya” star Kangana 
Ranaut believes as a celebri-
ty it is her responsibility to 
work towards breaking the 
stigma attached to mental 
health.

When asked about her 
views on the way Hindi ilm 
industry treats the topi-
con-screen, Kangana told 
PTI, “I realised there was so 
much stigma attached to be-
ing different. So, I thought we 
as in luencers need to stand-
up and break these notions 
and address this subject.”

Produced by Ekta Kapoor, 
“Mental Hai Kya” is Kanga-
na’s second collaboration 
with Rajkummar Rao after 
“Queen”. The actor is full of 
praise for her co-star, who 
has been enjoying a great run 
in Bollywood with back-to-
back projects.

“He is a star today. He is 
a brilliant actor and a very 
hardworking co-star. I have 
seen his work and it was de i-
nitely a great experience,” 
she said.

Directed by National 

Award-winning ilmmaker 
Prakash Kovelamudi, the ilm 
also stars Amyra Dastur and 
Jimmy Sheirgill. It will re-
lease on February 22.

Besides this, she will be 
seen in “Manikarnika: The 
Queen of Jhansi”, set to re-
lease of January 26.

“I believe in giving 100 
per cent to all the movies 
I am associated with and I 
will continue to take up roles 

which appeal to me, and that 
will make a difference to the 
audience,” said Kangana.

The actor, who has been 
appointed as the brand am-
bassador of Global Desi, 
women’s wear brand by 
House of Anita Dongre, 
launched their Fall ‘18 collec-
tion ‘Gypsy Heart’ here last 
evening.

Talking about her per-
sonal sense of style, Kanga-

na said she does not believe 
in following any particular 
trend.

“One way to look happy 
and feel con ident is to be 
comfortable in what you are 
wearing. I wear what I like 
and what I feel I look good 
in. My style differs from be-
ing individualistic, ierce, to 
feminine, vintage and god-
dess-like.”

As influencers we need to break notions 
attached to mental health: Kangana

M , A  6 (PTI): Direc-
tor Meghna Gulzar and Reli-
ance Entertainment’s Phan-
tom Films have signed up to 
produce a series on the life 
and case iles of former Com-
missioner of Mumbai Police, 
Rakesh Maria.

The series, based on his 
experiences and various case 
iles of his career, will be di-

rected by Meghna.
“Rakesh Maria’s life-expe-

riences and his proli ic career 
in law-enforcement are a 
powerful lens to explore the 
chronology of crime and ter-
ror, in our society - as a city, 
as well as, as a country and a 
geographical region. The po-
tential of this content is lim-
itless, and that is supremely 
exciting for me,” the director 
said in a statement.

As Deputy Commission-
er Police (Traf ic) in 1993, 
Maria cracked the Bombay 
serial blasts case, and later 
moved to DCP (Crime) and 
then Joint Commissioner of 
Police (Crime), of the Mum-
bai Police.

He solved the 2003 Gate-
way of India and Zaveri Ba-
zaar twin blasts case. He was 

also given the responsibility 
of investigating the 26/11 
Mumbai attacks in 2008 and 
interrogated Ajmal Kasab, 
the only terrorist captured 
alive, and successfully inves-
tigated the case.

“It is exciting to re-live the 
journey... It’s also a valuable 
opportunity to place before 
the people the extraordinary 
work of the Mumbai Police 
when facing tough challeng-
es and working against all 
odds,” Maria said.

Amitabh Jhunjhunwala, 
Vice Chairman, Reliance En-
tertainment, said they are 
excited to bring Maria’s life 
on-screen.

“We are delighted to part-
ner with one of the most dis-
tinguished law enforcement 
of icers of our times, Rakesh 
Maria, to present the cou-
rageous accomplishments 
of his career, and the unac-
knowledged contributions of 
thousands of members of the 
Mumbai Police, safeguarding 
the security of our city,” he 
said.

No premiere date for the 
series has been ixed yet.

Meghna Gulzar, Phantom Films 
developing original series

on Rakesh Maria

One Direction fan fiction getting movie adaptation
L , A  6 (PTI): Writer Anna Todd’s “After” 
book series, which initially began as Harry Styles fan 
iction, is being turned into “After: The Movie”.

The movie is set to star Harry Potter’s Hero Fi-
ennes Tif in as Hardin Scott (the original Harry 
Styles character) alongside Josephine Langford.

“I was a struggling army wife going to community college 
who didn’t know what to do with my life,” Todd told the BBC.

“I would read a lot of fan iction on (publishing web-
site) Wattpad and felt I had read everything so one day 
I decided to write a chapter. When I started I had no fol-
lowers but I did it for fun. After I wrote the irst chapter 
I wanted to know what happened so every day I would 
write a chapter and it became more popular,” she added.

Till date the book has sold 11 million copies, 
while the online version has had 1.5 billion views.

L  A , A  6 (PTI): 
Actor Meg Ryan has revealed 
that she would love to get be-
hind the camera for a roman-
tic comedy.

The 56-year-old actor 
has been working with her 
frequent collaborator Nora 
Ephron’s sister Delia on an 
adaptation of “The Book” and 
she hopes to direct the ilm.

“This is a working title 
project and I’m very excited 
about that. I would love to di-
rect it. It’s a romantic comedy 
in a very traditional sense in 
some ways - in a certain way 
the plot, and it’s talky, but it 
pushes the form too.

‘Right now I’m concen-
trating on being a director, 
which means throwing about 
100 things at the wall and 
hoping they stick, right?’ 
Ryan told Variety.

The actor has been the 
star of classic rom-coms in-
cluding “Sleepless In Seattle”, 
“When Harry Met Sally” and 
“You’ve Got Mail”.

Meg Ryan wants to direct
romantic comedy


