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IMF’s sport climbing competition 
in Sikkim ignores local climbers

We have not 
been informed 
or invited, 
complain SMA 
and SSCA
SAGAR CHHETRI
Gangtok, 03 Sept:

Sports climbers from 
Sikkim have ex-

pressed their disappoint-
ment over not getting an 
opportunity to partici-
pate in the upcoming All 
India Indian Mountain-
eering Foundation [IMF] 
Sport Climbing Com-
petition to be held this 
month in Sikkim. They 
have alleged that neither 
the concerned associa-
tion of sports climbers 
nor local sports climbers 
were informed or invited 
for the event.  

It has to be men-
tioned here that Sikkim 
is hosting the fourth edi-
tion of All India Indian 

Mountaineering Founda-
tion [IMF] Sport Climb-
ing Competition from 06 
to 08 September at Indi-
an Himalayan Centre for 
Adventure & Ecotourism 
[IHCAE] at Chemchey in 
South Sikkim under the 
aegis of Indian Moun-
taineering Foundation, 
New Delhi. The compe-
tition will have experi-
enced climbers from all 
seven IMF zones spread 

all across the country.
Addressing a press 

conference, advisor to 
Sikkim Mountaineering 
Association [SMA] and 
Sikkim Sports Climb-
ing Association [SSCA], 
Satish Bardewa stated 
that it was a matter of 
pride that Sikkim was 
hosting the national 
sports climbing. Howev-
er, the concerned associ-
ation and sports climb-

ers of Sikkim were not 
informed and invited for 
the event, he said.

Mr Bardewa stated 
that IHCAE is an asset 
for the State and if local 
climbers do not get the 
opportunity to partici-
pate in an event being 
held in Sikkim then it is 
very unfortunate. 

SMA and local climb-
ers are asked to help out 

turn to pg02

Kashmir Press Club denounces curbs on scribes, 
demands lifting of communication blockade

Srinagar, Sep 3 (PTI): The Kash-
mir Press Club (KPC) on Tues-
day expressed serious concern 
over the “unprecedented com-
munication blockade” in the Val-
ley and criticised the authorities 
for allegedly asking some senior 
journalists to vacate their gov-
ernment accommodation.

The KPC also said this is 
nothing but “harassment aimed 
at coercing journalists to toe a 
particular line”.

Denouncing the curbs im-
posed on media and journalists 
in Kashmir, the press club’s exec-
utive committee said in a meeting 
that due to “unprecedented com-
munication blockade” affecting 
mobile telephony, Internet and 
telephone landlines, journalists 
have been “crippled, overwhelm-
ingly disabling them from report-
ing the ground situation”.

Since the communication 
blockade was imposed in the re-

gion on August 5, the club took 
up the issue with government 
authorities on several occasions, 
urging them to restore mobile 
phones, Internet and telephone 
landlines to journalists and media 
outlets, including newspapers, 
and also the club itself, it said.

“But all these efforts have 
proved to be futile as these ser-
vices have not been restored to 
journalists till date,” the KPC said 

in a statement. It said currently, 
hundreds of journalists -- both lo-
cal and visiting and media workers 
-- are forced to wait in queues for 
their turn to file assignments at the 
makeshift Media Facilitation Cen-
tre here. “The centre is equipped 
with only five computers and a 
low speed Internet connection,” 
the statement said.

Despite repeated reminders 
by the press club, the Director-

ate of Information and Public Re-
lations has not made any attempt 
to enhance services including 
open access to WiFi for journal-
ists at the centre until Internet 
and telephone facility is restored 
in the Valley, the KPC claimed.

“The Kashmir Press Club 
demands that the government 
restore internet and telephone 
facility to journalists and media 
outlets,” the statement read.

“The executive committee 
meeting also expressed serious 
concern over the harassment of 
Kashmiri journalists and pressure 
tactics adopted by the government.

“It is noted with concern that 
at least three senior journal-
ists... were asked by the govern-
ment to vacate the government 
accommodations as soon as 
possible, which is nothing but 
harassment aimed at coercing 
journalists to toe a particular 
line,” it said.

Govt mourns 
passing away 
of former CS
Summit Report
Gangtok, 03 Sept:

The State Government 
today declared a hol-

iday for Wednesday, 04 
September, to mourn the 
passing away of former 
Chief Secretary, ND Chin-
gapa, who had passed 
away on 29 August and 
whose funeral is sched-
uled for Wednesday.

A government no-
tification issued by the 
Home Department to-
day, while registering 
the government’s sorrow 
over the passing away, 
informs that all govern-
ment offices, education-
al institutions and PSUs  
shall remain closed on 
Wednesday as a mark of re-
spect for the departed soul.

Still awaiting official confirmation 
that Sikkim’s sacred peaks will see 
no mountaineers: Passang Sherpa

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 03 Aug:

Passang Sherpa, Coor-
dinator, “I am 371F 

Campaign,” who had also 
contested the recent Lok 
Sabha elections as an 
independent candidate, 
has questioned claims 
that the Ministry if Home 
Affairs has withdrawn its 
decision to open Sikkim’s 
sacred peaks for moun-
taineering and called on 
the people to remain vig-
ilant against what he says 
“fictitious news.”

In a press release is-
sued today, Mr Sherpa has 
highlighted that although 
news reports have sur-
faced claiming that MHA 
has revoked its decision 
to open Sikkim’s sacred 
peaks for mountaineering, 
neither has MHA updated 
its website with this infor-
mation now has it official-
ly issued any communiqué 
to this effect. Even Press 

Information Bureau, the 
central government’s in-
formation agency has not 
reported on this develop-
ment, he adds.

Given this scenario, 
Mr Sherpa states, “It is a 
fact that a meeting was 
conveyed by the Minis-
try of Home Affairs on 
30 Aug, 2019 to review 
the decision to open sa-
cred peaks of Sikkim for 
mountaineering. The 
meeting was attended by 
MHA officials, Chief Sec-

retary of Sikkim and the 
representatives of Indian 
Mountaineering Founda-
tion. However, the official 
decision or notification 
to this effect is yet to be 
issued by the Ministry. 
Thus, the tall claim of 
state government and 
Chief Minister of Sikkim 
about withdrawal of no-
tification on Kanchanjun-
ga is unsubstantiated.”

“Therefore, we the 
people of Sikkim must 
remain vigilant and alert 
against such fictitious 
news and claims until 
Ministry issues official 
notification withdraw-
ing the notification on 
opening of sacred peaks 
of Sikkim for Mountain-
eering,” he adds, while 
reiterating that MHA of-
ficially withdraw the no-
tification before 13 Sept, 
2019, when Sikkim wor-
ships Khangchendzonga 
on Pang Lhabsol.

DMs can refer to tribunals names of NRC-
excluded people not seeking redressal: MHA
New Delhi, Sep 3 (PTI): 
District magistrates in 
Assam have been em-
powered to refer names 
of people excluded from 
the recently-published 
final NRC and who prefer 
not to seek any redressal 
to foreigners’ tribunals 
to decide whether to de-
clare them foreigners, the 
Home Ministry has said.

As many 300 tribunals 
have been set up in As-
sam where people whose 
names were excluded 
from the final National 
Register of Citizens (NRC) 
can approach to establish 
their Indian citizenship.

“In case no appeal is 
preferred under para-
graph (8) of the Schedule 
appended to the Citizen-
ship (Registration of Citi-
zens and issue of Nation-
al Identity Cards) Rules, 
2003, the District Magis-
trate may refer to the Tri-
bunal for its opinion the 
question as to whether 

the person is a foreigner 
or not within the mean-
ing of The Foreigners 
Act, 1946 (31 of 1946) in 
terms of sub-paragraph 
(1) of paragraph 2,” a 
home ministry notifica-
tion said.

Of the 300 tribunals, 
200 new came into exis-
tence on Monday while 
100 have been function-
ing for long.

According to the final 
NRC released on Satur-
day, out of a total 3.3 crore 
applicants, 3.11 crore fig-

ured in the list and names 
of about 19 lakh residents 
were excluded.

“The final order of 
the tribunal shall contain 
its opinion on the matter 
whether the appellant 
is eligible for inclusion 
in the NRC or not and 
it shall also contain the 
opinion of the tribunal as 
to whether the appellant, 
if his appeal is rejected, is 
a foreigner or not within 
the meaning of the For-
eigners Act, 1946.
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India hands over Rs 2.2 cr 
school building to Nepal

Kathmandu, Sept 3 (PTI): India has handed 
over to Nepal a new school building costing Rs 
2.2 crore in Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli’s home 
district Jhapa, a media report said on Tuesday.

The new building of Shree Schoolchaun High-
er Secondary School was jointly inaugurated by 
Indian Ambassador to Nepal, Manjeev Singh Puri, 
and Attorney General, Agni Prasad Kharel, on 
Monday, the Himalayan Times reported.

Established in 1965, the school offers plus 
two programmes, the report said, quoting a state-
ment from the Indian embassy.

The school has about 1,150 students of which 
60 per cent are girls. The school is an educa-
tional institution of repute in Nepal’s Jhapa Dis-
trict, which is also the home district of Prime 
Minister Oli.

The new building is a two-storey infrastruc-
ture comprising 25 class rooms, a multipurpose 
hall and furniture, the report said.

India recently provided Rs 233 crore to the 
Nepal Government for various infrastructure 
projects, including roads and reconstruction of 
houses destroyed in the massive earthquake in 
2015 which saw the death of over 9,000 people.

The decision was taken during the 5th meet-
ing of the Nepal-India Joint Commission attended 
by the External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar.

Man slapped 
with Rs 
23,000 fine for 
traffic-related 
violations in 
Gurugram
Gurugram, Sep 3 (PTI): 
The Gurugram traffic po-
lice on Tuesday issued a 
challan of Rs 23,000 to 
a two-wheeler rider for 
multiple violations under 
the amended Motor Vehi-
cle Act, an official said.

Dinesh Madan, a resi-
dent of east Delhi’s Geeta 
Colony, was penalised for 
not carrying necessary 
documents and driving 
without helmet. He was 
caught by police outside 
the district courts.

“He could not produce 
necessary documents such 
as RC, insurance papers, 
driving licence and the pol-
lution certificate. Hence, 
traffic cops fined him Rs 
5000 for RC, Rs 5,000 for 
driving licence, Rs 10,000 
for pollution certificate, Rs 
2,000 for third party insur-
ance and Rs 1,000 for not 
wearing helmet or turban,” 
said Subhash Bokan, PRO of 
the Gurugram police.

“I wasn’t wearing a 
helmet and didn’t have the 
registration certificate. The 
traffic policeman asked 
me to hand over the key 
of my scooty but I refused. 
He immediately printed a 
challan of Rs 23,000 and 
seized my vehicle,” Madan 
said, adding that the val-
ue of his scooter was just 
Rs 15,000. “I even got a 
copy of the registration on 
WhatsApp from my home 
but by then the police of-
ficer had printed the fine. 
The amount could have 
been less had he waited for 
a while. I just want that the 
fine be reduced. From now 
onwards, I will always carry 
my documents,” he added.

The PRO of the Guru-
gram police said the vehi-
cle had been impounded.

“We have noticed in 
many cases that commut-
ers don’t carry necessary 
documents,” he said, add-
ing that they had assured 
Madan and other viola-
tors that on the produc-
tion of documents later, 
their fine would be re-
duced accordingly.

Nok Air to start Guwahati-
Bangkok flight service

Guwahati, Sep 3 (PTI): 
Thailand based low-cost 
carrier Nok Air will start 
direct non-stop flights 
from Bangkok to Guwa-
hati twice a week from 
September 22, an official 
said on Tuesday.

Director of Tourism 
Authority of Thailand 
(TAT), India, Isra Ste-
panaseth addressing a 
press conference here 
said the flight was being 
introduced as people 
from North East consti-
tute 12 per cent of the 
1.55 million Indian tour-
ists who visit Thailand.

Stepanaseth said the 
people from Thailand 
and NER share com-
man traditions, culture 
and culinary and TAT is 
working with Nok Air to 
serve tourists from both 
countries.

India accounts for 
bulk of the tourist inflow 
to Thailand and also a 
considerable number 
from his country visit 
India, he said, adding, 
“there is a demand here 

and we are happy to 
serve people from all the 
North East states”.

The TAT official said 
1.3 million Indian tour-
ists had visited Thailand 
from January to August 
this year against 1.55 
million from January to 
December last year.

Giving details of the 
new flight services, the 
airline’s Director-Group 
Concorde Jyotsaiban 
Sehgal said the flights 
would be on Wednesday 
and Saturday from the 
Lokapriya Gopinath Bor-
doloi International air-
port in Guwahati.

The less than three-
hour flight from Bangkok 
to Guwahati would be on 
Thursday and Sunday, 
Sehgal said.

The 15-year old Nok 
Air with 14 Boeing 737-
800 and eight Bombar-
dier aircraft aims to pro-
vide seamless service for 
four more destinations 
in Thailand - Chiang Mai, 
Chiang Rai, Phuket and 
Hat Yai, she added.
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Classifieds
General Land for Sale

Roadside plots for sale at Adampool, Ranipool-
Rumtek highway.

For details contact: 9083826462

FLAT FOR RENT/LEASE
Fully furnished 3BHK flat available for rent/

lease at Church Road near DPH. Roadside and 
five minutes walking distance from MG Marg.

For more details: 9083826462 /9832556698

Anthyesti Kriya
The anthyesthi Kriya of Late Hem-
lata Basnett who left for her heav-
enly abode falls on 7th of Septem-
ber 2019 at Gom, South Sikkim. All 
relatives, friends and well wishers 
are requested to join us in offering 
our prayers for the departed soul on 7.09.2019 at 
Gom, South Sikkim.

Family Members
Sankar Das Rai (Husband), Roshan Rai 

(son) & Rushma Rai (daughter)
Phone 97733358518

during disaster and rescue operations but when there 
is a platform to perform, they are ignored, he stated 
further adding that this will adversely affected the 
morale of climbers.   

He further mentioned that local climbers have 
been winning medals in national and regional level 
sports climbing events but they have not got an op-
portunity to perform in their home State. He also ex-
pressed his disappointment over not being informed 
and invited for the event. 

There are around 25 sports climbers in the State, 
he informed.

IMF’s sport..

“The final order of the tribunal shall be a concise 
statement of facts and conclusion based on which 
the tribunal has arrived at its decision,” the notifi-
cation said.

The ministry has already said adequate judicial pro-
cess is available for the people left out to appeal to the 
foreigners’ tribunals within 120 days from August 31, 
when the final NRC was published.

DMs can refer...

Animal Husbandry 
Secy visit Dairy Plant

313 more families join BJP, party 
aims to reach 1 Lakh by 10 Sept

SDF criticizes Golay’s ‘SDF a 
drowning ship’ comment

North holds Signature Campaign 
for POSHAN Abhiyan

Vermi-Compost training 
in North Sikkim

Summit Report
Gangtok 03 Sept: 

Sikkim Democratic 
Front has criticised 

the statement made 
by Sikkim Krantikari 
Morcha president and 
Chief Minister, PS Ta-
mang [Golay] during 
the mass joining pro-
gramme held at Saram-
sa Garden on Monday. In 
his address, Mr Tamang 
had said that SDF’s ship 
will drown because of 

Pawan Chamling.
In a press release, 

SDF spokesperson, JB 
Darnal has said that 
the SDF government 
and former CM Pawan 
Chamling worked in 
the interest of the peo-
ple of Sikkim and for 
the progress and pros-
perity of the people of 
Sikkim in last 25 years 
and established the 
glory of Sikkim in the 
country and the world. 

PS Tamang can nev-
er accomplish what 
Mr Chamling has, he 
has said.

Winning and losing is 
part of democracy but it 
seems SKM is not capa-
ble of accepting a demo-
cratic system, the party 
has said.

SDF has alleged that 
after losing the election 
from Namthang-Rat-
eypani in 2014, Mr Ta-
mang did not thank his 

supporters or met party 
workers who were facing 
police investigation.

The party has further 
said that Mr Tamang is 
drunk on power and does 
not realise or accept the 
mistakes he has made in 
the past. 

Accusing the SKM 
government of victim-
izing government em-
ployees, SDF has said 
that it is the murder of 
democracy. 

The former ruling 
party has further ac-
cused SKM of creating an 
environment of fear in 
the State.

Mr Tamang disap-
peared after losing the 
2014 election leaving 
behind his people and 
MLAs so he should not 
worry about the ship of 
SDF party after forming 
government with thin 
majority, SDF has fur-
ther stated.

Mangan, 03 Sept (IPR): 
Social Justice and Wel-
fare Department, Gov-
ernment Sikkim, North 
District in association 
with District Adminis-
tration Centre, Mangan, 
North Sikkim organized 
a Signature Campaign to-
day for Prime Minister’s 
Overarching Scheme for 
Holistic Nourishment 
(POSHAN) Abhiyan as 
part of the program’s na-
tionwide launch.

The signature cam-
paign was held at District 
Administrative Centre, 
Mangan today.

Poshan Abhiyan is a 
multi-ministerial conver-

gence mission with the 
vision to ensure attain-
ment of malnutrition free 
India by 2022. The ob-
jective of POSHAN Abhi-
yan to reduce stunting in 
identified Districts of India 
with the highest malnutri-
tion burden by improving 
utilization of key Anganwa-
di Services and improving 
the quality of Anganwadi 
Services delivery. 

It aims to ensure ho-
listic development and 
adequate nutrition for 
pregnant women, moth-
ers and children.

The entire month of 
September will be cele-
brated as Rashtriya Posh-

an Maah (National Nutri-
tion Month).

Present during the 
session were District 
Collector, North, Tenzing 
T Kaleon, Additional Dis-
trict Magistrate, North, 
Surat Kumar Gurung, Ad-
ditional District Collector 
(Development), North, 
Somnath Adhikari, 
Sub-Divisional Magis-
trate, Mangan, Karma 
Thendup Bhutia and CD-
POs from North District.

Before the signature 
campaign, DC/N, Mr Ka-
leon administered the 
‘POSHAN’ pledge to Gov-
ernment employees pres-
ent in front of the DAC.

Summit Report
Gangtok, 03 Sept:

Animal Husbandry Sec-
retary SB Subba along 

with Principal Director Dr 
Nima Tseten and Direc-
tor (Dairy) Dr BM Chettri 
today visited the Milk 
Dairy Plant at 5th Mile 
to inspect the plant’s ac-
tivities and operations, a 
press release informs. 

Later, the Secretary 
visited the administrative 

building where he had a 
brief interaction with the 
officers and staff. 

He called on the per-
sonnel to come up with 
new ideas and develop a 
proper mechanism to in-
crease milk production in 
the state and suggested 
that the dairy plant work 
in coordination with the 
Department. The Secre-
tary has assured full co-
operation in the future.

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 03 Sept: 

313 household from 
various constitu-

encies of West Sikkim 
joined Bharatiya Janta 
Party (BJP) in an event 
held in Gyalshing today. 

The joining mem-
bers were from Man-
eybong-Dentam, Zoom 
Salghari, Gyalshing, 
Daramdin, Yuksom 
Tashiding, Yangthang 
and Rinchenpong, a BJP 
press release informs. 

The event was at-
tended by BJP-Sikkim 

president, DB Chauhan, 
and Maneybong-Den-
tam MLA, NK Subba and 
Rinchenpong MLA KS 
Lepcha. 

Mr Chauhan informed 
that the ongoing San-
gathan Parv (member-
ship drive) of the BJP has 
already seen more than 
60,000 people join the 
party and that the party 
was trying to reach one 
lakh by 10 September.

He also informed 
that BJP will soon fur-
ther intensify its activi-
ties in Sikkim.

Summit Report
Mangan, 03 Sept:  

A weeklong training 
on vermicompost 

production and manage-
ment was held at Lower 
Gyer in North Sikkim 
from 28 Aug to 02 Sept 
by Agricultural Technol-
ogy Management Agency 
(ATMA), North Sikkim, 
in association with the 
State Agriculture Man-
agement & Extension In-
stitute (SAMETI).

The programme 

aimed to provide skill 
training of rural youth 
on vermicompost pro-
duction management.  
ATMA is hoping that such 
trainings would help lo-
cal farmers adopt vermi-
compost. Towards this 
end, eight vermin-beds 
and vermin-cocoons 
were distributed to rural 
youth at the programme.

A total of 15 local 
youth took the training 
offered by Agricultural In-
spector Bikash Limboo.

Tribal area status for Ladakh: 
NCST, Home and Tribal Affairs 
ministries to meet Wednesday

New Delhi, Sep 3 (PTI): 
The National Commis-
sion for Scheduled Tribes 
(NCST) will hold a meet-
ing with the Union minis-
tries of Home and Tribal 
Affairs on Wednesday to 
discuss if Ladakh can be 
declared a tribal area.

The meeting comes 
amid a growing demand 
from leaders in Lada-
kh for according “tribal 
area” status to the region.

“The NCST will dis-
cuss with the ministries 
of Home and Tribal Af-
fairs whether Ladakh can 
be declared a tribal area 
in view of the demand of 
local residents,” a senior 
official of the NCST said.

The commission also 
wants to know why none 
of the Union territories 
with a predominantly 
tribal population, be it 
Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands, Lakshadweep 
or Dadra and Nagar 
Haveli, is part of the 
Fifth or the Sixth Sched-
ule of the Constitution, 
the official said.

In a memorandum to 
Tribal Affairs Minister 

Arjun Munda in August, 
BJP MP from Ladakh, 
Jamyang Tsering Namg-
yal had said the region 
is a predominantly tribal 
area, with tribals making 
up to 98 per cent of its 
population.

“After the Centre an-
nounced its decision to 
make Ladakh a Union 
Territory, the biggest 
concern of the tribal pop-
ulation here is to protect 
its identity, culture, land 
and economy,” he had 
said. Though Ladakhis 
welcomed the Centre’s 
decision to revoke the 
special status of Jammu 
and Kashmir, and make 
Ladakh a Union territo-
ry, they fear an influx of 
outsiders would lead to a 
change in the region’s de-
mography, jeopardising 
their culture and identity.

Ladakh Autonomous 
Hill Development Coun-
cil (LAHDC) Chairman 
Gyal P Wangyal said now 
their only demand is that 
Ladakh be brought un-
der the Sixth Schedule so 
that their land remains 
protected.

ED arrests K’taka Cong leader Shivakumar 
on money laundering charges

New Delhi, Sep 3 (PTI): 
The ED Tuesday arrest-
ed Congress’s trouble-
shooter from Karnataka 
D K Shivakumar here in 
connection with a money 
laundering case follow-
ing repeated questioning 
over the past few days, 
officials said.

The former cabi-
net minister and sitting 
MLA from Kanakapura 
seat appeared before 
the central probe agency 
for questioning for the 
fourth time on Tuesday 
at its headquarters in 
Khan Market here.

After a long session 
of grilling, Shivakumar 
was placed under arrest 
as per provisions of the 
Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act (PMLA), 
they said.

The agency wants the 
Congress leader to be put 
through custodial inter-
rogation and hence he 
was arrested, they said.

Shivakumar will be 
produced before a court 
here on Wednesday by 
the Enforcement Direc-
torate for seeking his 
custody, they said.

The central agency 
had in September last 
year registered the 
money laundering case 
against Shivakumar, 
Haumanthaiah, an em-
ployee at Karnataka 
Bhavan in New Delhi, 
and others.

The Karnataka Con-
gressman had denied 
any wrongdoing and had 
said that for playing an 
“instrumental role” in 

ensuring safe stay of Gu-
jarat Congress MLAs in a 
Karnataka resort during 
the Rajya Sabha polls in 
2017, amid allegations 
that the BJP was trying to 
poach them, I-T searches 
were conducted and ED 
subsequently took action 
against him.

When Sonia Gand-
hi’s political secretary 
Ahmed Patel fought the 
Rajya Sabha election 
from Gujarat in 2017, 
Shivakumar had host-
ed 44 Gujarat Congress 
MLAs at the resort to 
keep the flock together.

During the recent 
political crisis in Karna-
taka too, Shivakumar 
tried to wean away the 
dissidents and woo 
them back to the Con-
gress fold. But the Con-
gress-JDS government 
fell and B S Yediyurappa 
went on become the chief 
minister, heading a BJP 
government.

While making his first 
appearance before the 
agency here on August 
30, Shivakumar had said 
that he would cooperate 
with the ED in the probe.

“It is my duty (to ap-
pear).... I have to respect 
the law. We are lawmak-
ers and law abiding cit-
izens. They (ED) have 
summoned me.... I don’t 
know why they have 
called me under Preven-
tion of Money Launder-
ing Act (PMLA).”

“But, let me see, 
hear them. I am ready 
to face them (ED),” he 
had told reporters out-

side the ED office.
Congress party lead-

ers in Karnataka on 
Tuesday cried foul saying 
their colleague was a vic-
tim of vendetta politics, 
a charge rejected by the 
BJP leaders.

State Congress chief 
Dinesh Gundu Rao ac-
cused the BJP of using 
investigating agencies 
to “vindictively target-
ing” opposition leaders 
and said the party stood 
with Shivakumar while 
former MP V S Ugrappa 
called it witch hunting 
and took exception to the 
leader being summoned 
on Ganesha Chaturthi 
day for questioning.

Shivakumar had to 
appear before the agen-
cy after the Karnataka 
High Court last week dis-
missed his petition chal-
lenging the summons 
issued to him by the ED.

The ED had filed a 
PMLA case against him 
and others based on a 
charge sheet (prosecu-
tion complaint) filed by 
the Income Tax Depart-
ment against them last 
year before a special 
court in Bengaluru on 
charges of alleged tax 
evasion and hawala 
transactions worth 
crores.

The I-T department 
has accused Shivakumar 
and his associate S K 
Sharma of transporting 
huge amount of unac-
counted cash on a regu-
lar basis through ‘hawala’ 
channels with the help of 
three other accused.

Elderly man loses bag in bus; Noida 
cops raise money for medicine

Noida (UP), Sep 3 
(PTI): An elderly man 
who lost the cash to buy 
his medicines on a bus 
got help from unexpect-
ed quarters on Tuesday: 
the staff at a local po-
lice station chipped in to 
make up for the loss.

The senior citizen, 
suffering from paralysis, 
had arrived in Greater 
Noida from Farukkhabad 
in the morning and was 
on his way to Dadri to 
consult a doctor and buy 
medicines.

He got down at at Pari 
Chowk and soon realised 
that he had forgotten his 
bag on the bus. He was 
spotted by a police 
team from Knowledge 
Park Police Station, an 
officer said.

“Realising that he had 
missed his bag which 
contained money and 

clothes among some 
other essentials, he pan-
icked. A police team 
brought him to the po-
lice station around 9 am,” 
SHO, Knowledge Park, 
Arvind Pathak said.

“The man was wor-
ried and unable to recall 
details. He told us that he 
is from Farrukhabad and 
that he has lost his bag in 
the bus,” he added.

Seeing his plight, 
around 50 police per-
sonnel on duty including 
those who were leaving 
after completing their 
night shift voluntarily 
raised Rs 3,880 which 
were handed over to the 
man, he said.

“We tried to calm 
him down at the police 
station and offered him 
breakfast.... He left for 
Dadri after around an 
hour,” the SHO said.

Salman 
Rushdie’s 
‘Quichotte’ on 
Booker Prize 
2019 shortlist
Aditi Khanna
London, Sep 3 (PTI): 
Mumbai-born Salman 
Rushdie’s tragicom-
ic novel ‘Quichotte’ is 
among six titles from 
around the world to be 
named on the shortlist 
of the 2019 Booker Prize 
for Fiction released in 
London on Tuesday.

The 72-year-old for-
mer Booker Prize win-
ning British Indian novel-
ist has famously also won 
the Booker of Bookers 
for ‘Midnight’s Children’ 
during anniversary cele-
brations of the prestigious 
literary award. This year 
he is shortlisted alongside 
another former winner, 
Margaret Atwood, besides 
Lucy Ellmann, Bernardine 
Evaristo, Chigozie Obioma, 
and Elif Shafak.

“Like all great liter-
ature, these books teem 
with life, with a profound 
and celebratory human-
ity,” said Peter Florence, 
founder and director 
of the Hay Festival and 
Chair of the Booker Prize 
judging panel this year.

The shortlist was 
selected from 151 sub-
mitted books published 
in the UK or Ireland be-
tween October 2018 and 
September 2019.

“A picaresque tour-
de-force of contemporary 
America, with all its alarms 
and craziness. Rushdie 
conjures a celebration of 
storytelling and language 
that will delight lovers of 
Cervantes, lovers of day-
time television and lovers 
of life,” was the comment 
of a five-member judging 
panel in reference to Rush-
die’s latest work, which is 
inspired by the classic ‘Don 
Quixote’ by 16th century 
Spanish author Miguel de 
Cervantes.

Canadian author Mar-
garet Atwood is shortlisted 
for The Testaments’, which 
the judges describe as “ter-
rifying and exhilarating”. 
Lucy Ellmann is shortlisted 
for Ducks, Newburyport’, 
Bernardine Evaristo for 
Girl, Woman, Other’, Chigozie 
Obioma for An Orchestra of 
Minorities’, and Elif Shafak for 
10 Minutes 38 Seconds in This 
Strange World’.

The judging panel said 
this year’s shortlist offers an 
insight into different worlds 
from the dystopian setting 
of Gilead, the monologue of 
an Ohio housewife and the 
tragicomic tale of a travel-
ling salesman in America; to 
mostly female, mostly Black, 
British lives across gener-
ations, the trials of a young 
Nigerian man on a quest to 
improve his prospects and 
true allegiances within the 
brothels of Istanbul. Florence 
noted: The common thread 
is our admiration for the 
extraordinary ambition 
of each of these books. 
There is an abundance of 
humour, of political and 
cultural engagement, of 
stylistic daring and aston-
ishing beauty of language.

“Anyone who reads all 
six of these books would 
be enriched and delight-
ed, would be awe-struck 
by the power of story, 
and encouraged by what 
literature can do to set 
our imaginations free.”

Gaby Wood, Literary 
Director of the Booker 
Prize Foundation, adds: 
It was hard to watch the 
judges narrow down 
their longlist to this 
shortlist: they were so 
committed to all 13 of the 
books they’d chosen just 
over a month ago that the 
discussion was intense.  
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CapitalTIMES
Pang Lhabsol celebrations 

begin in Rabong

Awareness programme by KVK

Episcopal Installation at Believers Eastern Church 

Painting competition on Jal Shakti Abhiyan

Limboo feature film Thetlong 
to premier on 21 Sept 

Workshop on the Code of Civil Procedure 

Summit Report
Gangtok, 03 Sept:

The premier show of 
Limboo feature film 

‘Thetlong’ will be held at 
Manan Kendra on 21 Sep-
tember. This is the first 

Limboo language feature 
film produced from Sik-
kim based on a Limboo 
novel of the same name 
‘Thetlong’.

The film has been 
produced under the ban-

ner of Opera Entertain-
ment and is directed by 
Kishore Subba. Bishal 
Senehang and Dibya Lim-
boo are in the lead roles 
along with Sanjeeta Sub-
ba, Munna Subba and 

other artists from Sik-
kim in supporting roles. 
The film has subtitles in 
English. There are four 
songs in the film.

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 
producer of the film, 
Mani Tamling mentioned 
that the 2-hour long fea-
ture film has done its 
best to showcase lan-
guage, culture, tradition 
of Limboo community 
and also trying to pro-
mote tourism in Sikkim.

Most of the shoot-
ing took place in West 
Sikkim and most of the 
film’s cast is from Sikkim 
except for a few who are 
from Nepal. The total 
budget of the film was 
around Rs 36 lakh.

“We have put in our 
best efforts to make a 
good feature film. We are 

very positive and hopeful 
that people will love the 
film,” Mr Tamling said. 
He also shared plans to 
organize charity shows 
at Kathmandu, United 
Kingdom, Hong Kong and 
other countries in the 
near future.

Likewise, lead ac-
tress from Sikkim, Dibya 
Limboo expressed her 
happiness on her debut 
in the feature film. She 
stated that the whole 
journey was a learning 
experience under the 
guidance of experts and 
senior artists. 

“It was a learning 
experience to work in 
the film and it has also 
boosted my confidence 
and morale which would 
help me to work better 
in upcoming projects,” 
she said.

SAGAR CHHETRI
Gangtok, 03 Sept:

The 36th edition of 
Pang Lhabsol cele-

brations at Rabongla got 
underway today at the 
Cho Dzo Lake premises. 

Tourism Minister, BS 
Pant, was present as the 
chief guest and also inau-
gurated the new volleyball 
court at the premises.

The inaugural ses-
sion, which was attended 

by officials of Rabongla 
sub-division and local 
dignitaries, featured a se-
ries of cultural and musi-
cal performances. 

On the occasion, Ka-
pinzal Social Foundation 
presented a play based on 
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan. 

It is informed that 
Pang Lhabsol Celebra-
tion Committee, Rabong, 
has introduced ‘a giving 
Pledge’ with the instal-

lation of a donation box 
at the venue for Kapinzal 
Social Foundation which 
runs a children’s home. 
The donation box will be 
formally handed over to 
Kapinzal Social Founda-
tion by the Chief Minister 
on 13 September.

An intra-Sikkim vol-
leyball tournament also 
began today. In the in-
augural match, Lingding 
beat Kewsa VI.

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 03 Aug:

An awareness pro-
gramme on the “Jal 

Shakti Abhiyan” was or-
ganised by Krishi Vigyan 
Kendra, West Sikkim, at 
Sindrang-Naku Chum-
bung GPK today. 

The programme was 
attended by Zilla Pan-
chayat Member of Sing-
yang Chumbung GPU, 
Senior Scientist cum 
Head & Subject Mat-
ter Specialists of KVK, 
West Sikkim and 33 
farmers. 

The Senior Scien-
tist spoke about water 
conservation and reju-
venation of water bod-

ies, regulating industrial 
consumption, harvesting 
of rainwater and reuse of 
waste water. 

Summit Report
Gangtok, 03 Sept:

Believers Eastern 
Church Diocese of 

Sikkim organised Epis-
copal Installation and 
Welcome Service of Em-
manuel Mor Julian Epis-
copa here at Believers 
Eastern Church Sichey 
on Tuesday. Emmanuel 
Mor Julian Episcopa has 
been given the responsi-
bility of the leadership of 
Believers Eastern Church 
Diocese of Sikkim.

The programme had 
Dr Antonius Mor Eusebi-
us, Arch Bishop, Siliguri 
Diocese as the chief guest 

and was accompanied by 
a senior and respected 
pastor, PS Tingmoo, Jo-
seph Tamang from Nim-
tar Baptist Church, Unit-

ed Christian Welfare So-
ciety of Sikkim president, 
Elder Patrus Gurung and 
other pastors and leaders 
from different churches.

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 03 Aug:

Sikkim Judicial Acade-
my organized a work-

shop on the Code of Civil 
Procedure, 1908, for Civil 
Judges of all the districts 
of Sikkim. 

The Workshop fo-
cused on topics such as 
Jurisdiction of Court, 
Pecuniary jurisdiction 
(Section 6), Place of 
suing (section 15-Sec-

tion 25, Institution of 
suits (Section 26)), 
Summons and Discov-
ery (Section 27-Section 
32), Written Statement, 
Set-Off and Count-
er-Claim under Order 
VIII, Discovery and In-
spection under Order 
XI, Admissions under 
Order XII CPC, 1908 
and Production, Im-
pounding and Return of 
Documents under Or-

der XIII of THE Code of 
Civil Procedure, 1908.

Justice Harish Tandon 
from the High Court of 
Calcutta was present as 
the resource person who 
shared details about 
landmark judgments on 
all the said topics and 
discussed the principles 
laid therein. 

The salient features of 
the provisions of the Code 
were also discussed.

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 03 Sept:

A painting competition 
was organised by the 

Sikkim Manipal College of 
Physiotherapy (SMCPT) 
under the Jal Shakti Abhi-
yan on 31 August, a press 
release informs. 

The competition was 
held among Bachelor of 
Physiotherapy (BPT) stu-
dents on the theme, “Wa-
ter Recycling and Eco-
system Management”. 15 
students participated in 
the competition. 

Water conservation 
and Management meth-
ods were discussed 
during the event by Col 
Uma Kant Singh, Head 

General Services, Sik-
kim Manipal University 
(SMU). 

The competition was 
judged by Col Uma Kant 
Singh, Assistant Profes-
sor Kiran  Priya Rao, and 
Assistant Professor Dr 

Bikram Tiwari. 
Taliwapang Jamir 

(BPT 3rd year) stood 
first, Niyar Snigdha (BPT 
3rd year) and Nikita Gu-
rung (BPT 2nd year) 
stood second and third 
respectively.

EESL plans to set up EV charging 
stations in Kolkata, New Town

Kolkata, Sep 3 (PTI): 
State-owned Energy Effi-
ciency Services Ltd (EESL) 
on Tuesday said it is in 
talks with the West Ben-
gal government for setting 
up electric vehicle (EV) 
charging infrastructure in 
the metropolis and adjoin-
ing New Town area.

The New Town Kol-
kata Development Au-
thority (NKDA), the 
West Bengal Transport 
Department, Power De-
partment and the Urban 
Development Depart-
ment are involved in in-
stalling the proposed EV 
charging stations, offi-
cials said.

“We are planning 400 
public EV charging sta-
tions in the city and New 
Town. Soon, a deal with 

NKDA will be inked,” 
EESL Regional Head 
Sudeep Bhar said.

“We require land for 
the EV stations at via-
ble locations. We have 
submitted a proposal to 
carry out the capex and 
maintain the infrastruc-
ture for 10 years. There 
will be some revenue 
sharing with the land-
owner,” he said.

A clear guideline 
for electricity cost of 
the charging stations is 

yet to be worked out, 
but talks are already in 
progress in this regard, 
the officials said.

EESL has also given a 
proposal to the state gov-
ernment to supply elec-
tric sedans on lease.

“There are two mod-
els we are offering. One 
is ‘dry lease’ at Rs 22,500 
a month for a period of 
6 years, and the other is 
for drivers, which will 
be about Rs 37,000 a 
month,” Bhar added.

Texas shooter sacked 
from job before 

killing seven: police
Washington, Sept 3 
(AFP): A man who killed 
seven people in the US 
state of Texas was fired 
from his job prior to car-
rying out the shooting, 
law enforcement officials 
said on Monday.

“Our suspect went to 
work at Journey Oilfield 
Services. He was there 
for a short time and was 
terminated by his em-
ployer,” Michael Gerke, 
the Odessa police chief, 
told a news conference.

Following the dis-
missal, both the suspect 
and his former employer 
called police to complain 
“because they had a dis-
agreement over the fir-
ing,” he said.

The suspect -- iden-
tified the previous day 
as Seth Aaron Ator, 36 
-- also called an FBI tip 
line but made no threats, 
Gerke added.

FBI special agent 
Christopher Combs also 
confirmed the firing, but 
said that it was not the 
spark for the shooting, 

which took place on Sat-
urday. “He showed up to 
work in a very distressed 
mental state, so it’s not 
because he got fired,” 
Combs told media.

“When he showed up 
to work, he was already 
enraged.” The Saturday 
incident began when 
troopers tried to pull 
over a gold-colored pas-
senger vehicle on the In-
terstate 20 highway.

That led to a frantic 
shootout spread out over 
several miles on roads 
between the cities of 
Midland and Odessa in 
the west of the state.

The assailant died in 
a shootout with police 
outside an Odessa movie 
theater.

The shooting, which 
came less than a month 
after a gunman killed 22 
people in the Texas city 
of El Paso -- less than 300 
miles (480 kilometers) 
west of Odessa -- has ig-
nited fresh calls for steps 
to stem the US scourge of 
mass shootings.

Toll rises to 16 dead, more than 100 
wounded in Kabul blast: Official

Kabul, Sept 3 (AFP): The 
toll from a massive blast 
claimed by the Taliban 
in Kabul has risen to 16 
dead -- all civilians -- with 
scores more wounded, 
an official said Tuesday.

Monday night’s attack 
took place in a residen-
tial area near Green Vil-
lage, a large compound 
that houses aid agencies 
and international organ-
isations.

Interior ministry 
spokesman Nasrat Ra-
himi said the blast was 
caused by a tractor 
packed with explosives 
that had been parked 
alongside a wall by Green 
Village.

“Sixteen killed, 119 
wounded in last night’s 
attack,” Rahimi said, not-
ing a search-and-rescue 
operation had lasted 
through the night.

Green Village is sep-
arate from the nearby 
Green Zone, a walled-off 
and heavily fortified part 
of Kabul that is home to 
several embassies in-
cluding the US and Brit-

ish missions.
The Taliban claimed 

the attack, which came as 
US special envoy Zalmay 
Khalilzad was in Kabul 
to discuss a proposed 
deal that would see the 
US withdraw troops from 
Afghanistan in return for 
insurgent security guar-
antees.

Residents in the area 
around Green Village 
were furious that their 
neighbourhood, which 
has been targeted before, 
had been hit once again 
and blamed the interna-
tional presence.

Locals set tyres on 
fire, sending plumes of 
thick, acrid smoke into 
the morning sky, and 
closed off a main road 
alongside the scene of 
the attack.

“We want these for-
eigners to move out of 
our neighbourhood,” lo-
cal resident Abdul Jamil 
told AFP.

“This is not the first 
time we suffer because 
of them... We don’t want 
them here anymore.

BJP legislature party stages 
walkout from WB assembly

Kolkata, Sep 3 (PTI): The BJP legis-
lature party staged a walkout from West 
Bengal assembly as they were not allowed 
to hold a discussion on an adjournment 
motion on “political violence” in the state. 
BJP MLA Swadhin Sarkar along with BJP 
legislative party leader Manoj Tigga had 
brought the adjournment motion.

Although BJP was allowed to read 
out the motion, Speaker Biman Baner-
jee did not allow any discussion on it.

Following this the BJP legislative 
party trooped to the well of the house 
and shouted slogans against the gov-
ernment.

They then staged a walkout from 
the house for the day.

The BJP presentlty has six MLAs in 
the house, out of whom five were pres-
ent at the Assembly during the day.

“We wanted a discusssion on the 
adjournment motion on ongoing po-
litical violence in the state - the way a 

sitting MP, MLAs are being assaulted. 
It is a matter of great concern for all of 
us. Democracy is under threat in Ben-
gal,” Sarkar said. “But we were not al-
lowed to hold the discussion. Is this the 
way that an Assembly functions, where 
democratic voices, opposition voices 
are silenced in Bengal ? he said.

BJP MP Arjun Singh suffered head in-
juries on Sunday when police allegedly 
baton charged him at Kankinara in West 
Bengal’s North 24 Parganas district.

West Bengal BJP President Dilip 
Ghosh was allegedly heckled by TMC 
supporters on Friday during his ‘Cha 
Chakra’ programme at Lake Town area 
in the northern part of the city, a saffron 
party leader claimed.

TMC MLA from Bongaon Biswajit 
Das, who had switched over to BJP after 
the Lok Sabha poll results, was assault-
ed by alleged TMC activists on Friday in 
his locality.



4 SummitTIMES | 04 September  2019

WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, criticise, run down, 
even appreciate if they like something in this paper. Letters 
carrying abusive/ indecorous language and personal 
attacks, except when against people responsible in this 
newspaper (who are fair game), will have to be ignored. 
Letters which carry forward a conversation or initiate a 
dialogue will command immediate attention and receive 
prominence.  
Mail us at: news@summittimes.com

A Support System for 
Quality Education

Help teachers make learning relevant 
and fun

Education is reasonably universal now, so access 
to classrooms is no longer an issue. And this 

Thursday is also Teacher’s Day, which makes it even 
more apt to speak some about the profession which 
arguably has the deepest impact on our lives. More 
than the details of lessons learnt from textbooks, the 
memories that stay longer with most people are of 
the teachers who taught them. Every person invari-
ably has a teacher who either inspired the entire 
class to chase their dreams or toed the other end of 
the spectrum and actively engaged in stifling imagi-
nations, enforcing norms and dictating conduct. This 
Teacher’s Day, let’s go over what role teachers can 
play in preparing students for life. 

The pressure of examinations and competition, 
and the tendency to prioritise rote over comprehen-
sion has handicapped the teaching fraternity into 
becoming problem solvers, handing out answers 
and solutions for students to mug-up instead of as-
sisting students find their own answers and expres-
sions, encouraging them to enquire more and de-
velop faculties that question more often instead of 
accepting things as dished out. Several attempts 
have been made to correct this approach and at 
least in the Indian context, all efforts have failed 
thus far. Because students look up to teachers, it 
is important for teachers to offer themselves as 
role models, but it would be even better if teach-
ers could introduce their wards to personalities 
worth emulating and inspiring students to excel-
lence. Teachers should ideally motivate and inspire 
students towards learning, not hand-hold them 
through the syllabus till the exams and then pick up 
another batch to repeat the same.

If one agrees that these are the qualities one seeks 
in teachers, the obvious question that follows is, can 
one be trained for such a role? And do the existing 
models of ‘training’ focus enough on these aspects 
of teaching? Only trained teachers will be able to 
answer these questions, but fact remains that these 
should not even be issues that distract from more 
important policy interventions. Teachers, ever since 
modern education was introduced, were required to 
be qualified. For how long have B. Ed. courses, for 
example, been offered? For a very, very long time. And 
yet, it is only now that precious resources and atten-
tion is being invested in getting even already appointed 
teachers with impressive on-job experience to acquire 
these degrees. If the teacher appointment process had 
not been blatantly usurped by enthusiastic propo-
nents of nepotism, India and Sikkim would have been 
deliberating weightier issues of education by now. Ap-
pointment of deserving and qualified teachers should 
always have been a given, and then one could engage 
in more meaningful discussions on how to retain the 
better teachers, appoint better facilities in schools and 
update syllabus and teaching methods. 

Sikkim’s pursuit of quality education is welcome, 
but for it to get anywhere, the ennui that HRD De-
partment has become will have to be shaken off first. 
Ironically, this is the one aspect that remains missing 
from all discussions on the delivery of quality edu-
cation. The ideal teachers and the perfect students, 
will after all, need the support of at least a reason-
ably functional Human Resource Development De-
partment which is as motivated to appoint better 
facilities in schools [by way of libraries, laboratories 
and even basics like electricity, toilets and running 
water] as it is excited by the opportunity to conduct 
trainings, order books or organize workshops. Sik-
kim is lucky to have a substantially big pool of new 
teachers who are motivated and genuinely interest-
ed in making a difference in the lives of students un-
der their care. It is important that the school man-
agement committees and local communities support 
them in efforts to make classrooms more vibrant 
and learning more fun and relevant. It is important 
for people to find ways to get more involved with 
their neighbourhood schools (to begin with) even if 
their wards are not enrolled there and offer assis-
tance and support to these institutions to be able to 
deliver quality education.

How to get kids talking about their school day

Technostress: how social media keeps us coming 
back for more even when it makes us unhappy

Monideepa Tarafdar, 
Christian Maier & 
Sven Laumer
theconversation.com

If you ever find yourself looking for-
ward to a holiday because you’ll be 

able to switch off your smartphone 
then perhaps you’re suffering from 
social media “technostress”. The 
constant stream of messages, up-
dates and content that social media 
apps deliver right to our pockets can 
sometimes feel like a social over-
load, invading your personal space 
and obliging you to reply in order to 
maintain friendships.

You’d think an obvious response 
to this problem would be to stop us-
ing our devices or deleting the apps. 
But we have recently published re-
search showing that, when faced 
with this pressure, many of us end up 
digging deeper and using our phones 
more frequently, often compulsively 
or even addictively.

Conventional wisdom implies 
that when people are faced with a 
stressful social situation, for example, 
an argument with someone – they 
cope with the stress by distancing 
themselves. They take a walk, go for 

a run, play with their kids. But when 
the stressful situations stem from the 
use of social media, we find people 
tend to adopt one of two very differ-
ent coping strategies.

We surveyed 444 Facebook users 
from Germany three times over a year 
to find out how they responded to so-
cial media technostress. Sometimes, 
as we might have expected, they di-
verted or distracted themselves with 
unrelated activities such as hobbies. 
But counter-intuitively, we found it 
was more common for people to dis-
tract themselves by using social me-
dia even more. 

Social media apps and websites 
are what we call feature-rich tech-
nologies, meaning there are lots of 
ways to use them. On Facebook, you 
can play games, read the news, plan 
a holiday by looking at travel relat-
ed posts, or chat with your friends. 
Each of these actions is done in a dif-
ferent context and takes you into a 
different realm within the app. This 
allows you to view a single app in dif-
ferent ways.

So if, for example, you experience 
social media technostress from a 
friend’s post about cruelty to animals 
or from losing a game, you can “get 

away” from that stress by diverting 
your attention to something more 
pleasant and relaxing within the app.

Such diversions sound harmless 
at first. But they can suck you into 
a never ending loop of social media 
technostress and social media diver-
sion that keeps you stuck on the 
source of your stress. This can even 
form a symptom of addiction, where 
you constantly look for a short-term 
fix from the very thing that is caus-
ing you long-term problems. Alarm-
ingly, we found that the more you 
use social media, the more likely you 
are to do this.

Concern over the potential neg-
ative effects of social media have 
led governments to start acting to 
protect citizens. US lawmakers have 
proposed banning features of social 
media that may have addictive prop-
erties, such as infinite content feeds 
and autoplaying of videos.
BEHAVIOUR SHAPES HARMFUL EF-
FECTS

Yet while such features may be 
designed to keep people using social 
media for longer, it’s also becoming 
clear that it’s how people use their 
apps and how they react to social 
media that shapes any harmful ef-

fects. If people see social media as 
a stress buster as well as a stress 
creator, then they are more likely to 
increase their use in response to the 
pressure it generates.

The first step to tackling this kind 
of reaction is awareness. If we can be-
come more aware of all the different 
ways we behave on social media, 
we’ll be more likely to separate the 
harmful effects from the more be-
nign ones, and so avoid using it in a 
harmful way.

So the next time you’re feeling 
technostress from social media, it 
might be better to put your phone 
down altogether rather than seeking 
refuge even deeper in your apps. Oth-
erwise, before you know it, you may 
have spent minutes or even hours of 
“dead” time doing nothing other than 
flitting from one function to another 
in order to divert yourself.

[Monideepa Tarafdar is Professor 
of Information Technology, Lancaster 

University; Christian Maier is 
Assistant Professor, Department of 
Information Systems and Services, 

University of Bamberg; Sven Laumer 
is Professor of Information Systems, 

Friedrich–Alexander University 
Erlangen–Nürnberg (FAU)]

Jessica Cooke & Sheri Madigan
theconversation.com

“How was your day at school?”
“Fine.”
Does this sound familiar? This is the dreaded 

response to a well-intentioned question that par-
ents might ask.

The robot-sounding response is what parents 
hear when their child limits the information they 
share with parents, or has stopped sharing infor-
mation, about their school day.

When parents hear “fine,” they may react in dif-
ferent ways. Some parents may seek out informa-
tion by asking more questions. However, research 
has shown that asking too many questions can feel 
invasive, especially to developing teenagers.

Other parents may stop asking altogether because 
they are tired of hearing the same response. However, 
research has shown that children who perceive low 
communication from their parents report more men-
tal and behavioural health difficulties.

As a result, parents may feel discouraged. How 
can they get their kids to talk about their school day, 
without irritating them or having them shut down?
COMMUNICATION AT DIFFERENT AGES

Across all ages, studies have found that paren-
tal communication can protect against low self-es-
teem and poor academic achievement. High paren-
tal involvement can also positively influence chil-
dren’s school engagement, educational goals and 
academic outcomes. And notably, positive commu-
nication can strengthen feelings of connectedness 
between parents and children.

But like all aspects of development, communi-
cation skills unfold over time.
KINDERGARTEN TO GRADE 1

School day conversations with young children 
typically revolve around school subjects, new 
friendships or concrete experiences. For example, 
a young child might share: “I played on the monkey 
bars at recess!”

You can further support your young child’s de-
velopment by organizing and labelling their expe-
riences. For example, “I saw that Joey took your toy 
today. How did that make you feel?” It can also be 
helpful to label emotions for children, by verbal-
izing what you notice, such as: “It sounds like you 
were feeling angry because Joey took your toy.”
GRADES 2 - 3

Friendships become increasingly important to 

your child. They may be more interested in talking 
about their new peer relationships than school-
work. Try showing interest by asking about their 
friends, such as: “Tell me about your friend. What 
do they like to do at recess?”
GRADES 4 - 5

Kids might start to view your questions as 
demands, leading to less information sharing. It 
may be easier to approach questions by asking 
about your child’s peers to start a conversation. 
You might try asking: “What do your friends think 
about the new science teacher?”
GRADES 6 - 12

The establishment of personal identity and in-
dependence is an essential part of adolescence. As 
a result, your teen may seek out more privacy and 
share less information with you. You can support 
these developmental milestones by demonstrating 
your interest in their opinions allowing your teen 
some privacy when needed, and allowing them to 
take part in family decision making.

Regardless of your child’s age, keep in mind 
that the quality of frequent but small positive 
conversations you have with your child over 
time outweigh the importance of lengthy, drawn-
out conversations.
TIPS FOR GETTING KIDS TO OPEN UP

Communication is a two-way street. How can 
parents communicate with children when they 
don’t seem responsive?
1. ASK OPEN-ENDED QUESTIONS

The question “How was your day?” is consid-
ered a closed-ended question because it can be 
answered with one word. Certainly, for some kids, 
this question could prompt a lengthy chat. But for 
others, these questions result in the conversation 
stoppers discussed above.

If that’s the case, try to get the discussion going 
with an open-ended question like “Tell me what 
you liked most about your day.” Or you could reflect 
on something you noticed as a lead-in: “I see you 
are in a mixed grade with older kids now. What did 
you notice about the Grade 4s?”
2. AVOID MANY QUESTIONS RIGHT AFTER 
SCHOOL

Kids are often quite tired at the end of the 
school day. If they are not up to talking right away, 
try to hold back on your questions until they have 
had time to relax and have a snack. Once refuelled, 
they may be up for sharing about their school day.
3. FOR SPECIFIC INFORMATION, VARY YOUR ANGLE

You might want to know something specific 
about your child’s day, like whether they were bul-
lied or if someone caused them to feel upset. How-
ever, asking direct questions like “Why are you so 
mad?” can feel like an invasion of privacy.

If you’re concerned about your child, start with 
a different angle to the question. You could take an 
indirect route, like “You seemed upset after school, 
what happened?” Or, begin a conversation with a 
broader question first, such as: “Do you think any 
kids in your class are being bullied?”
4. LISTEN BEFORE YOUR TALK

Parents who listen communicate that they are 
interested in and understanding of their child. But 
becoming a good listener can take practice. When 
your child tells you about their day, put away de-
vices, try to maintain eye contact and provide your 
undivided attention.
5. PROMOTE PROBLEM SOLVING

If your child mentions they are struggling in 
some way at school, such as with a peer or teacher, 
or in understanding their math homework, avoid 
trying to fix it for them.

Rather, use it as an opportunity to foster prob-
lem solving by encouraging your child to come up 
with a few possible solutions to their problem. 
Then help them pick what seems like the best 
solution, and then evaluate with them whether the 
solution was effective or not. If not, go back to the 
drawing board together and try again!
6. IF NECESSARY, SEEK HELP

If your child stops opening up about their daily 
activities, it can be worrisome. This is especially if 
the case if your once-chatty child has suddenly be-
come a closed book. If you notice drastic changes in 
your child’s behaviour, it is worth checking in with 
your child’s family doctor, teacher or seeking ser-
vices from a mental health professional.

Committing to communicating with our kids 
means taking the time to really connect with 
them. If parents repeatedly ask questions that 
are intentional, caring and engaging, they may 
soon be surprised to see that their kids are the 
ones who want to talk about their school day 
without being prompted! 

[Jessica Cooke is PhD student, Department 
of Psychology, University of Calgary; Sheri 

Madigan is Assistant Professor, Canada Research 
Chair in Determinants of Child Development, 

Owerko Centre at the Alberta Children’s Hospital 
Research Institute, University of Calgary]
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Arunachal guv urges Union minister 
to help set up food  processing unitsAssam doctors abstain from work 

to protest colleague’s killing
Guwahati, Sep 3 (PTI): 
Doctors in Assam were 
on a 24-hour strike on 
Tuesday to protest the 
assault on an elderly col-
league at a tea garden 
that led to his death, offi-
cials said.

Emergency services 
have been kept out of the 
purview of the stir.

Seventy three-year-
old Dr Deben Dutta had 
succumbed to his injuries 
after being assaulted by 
relatives of a tea garden 
worker who died while 
undergoing treatment 
at a hospital at Teok Tea 
Estate in Jorhat district 
on Saturday.

Responding to a call 
by the Assam unit of the 
Indian Medical Asso-
ciation (IMA), doctors 
at government and pri-
vate hospitals as well as 
consultation chambers 
stayed away from work 
from 6 am but attend-
ed emergency services, 
health department offi-
cials said.

The stir affected ser-
vices in six government 
medical college hospi-
tals and civil hospitals, 
family referral units and 
primary health centres. 
The doctors attended on 
patients in the emergen-
cy and casualty depart-
ments, they said..

Doctors of Gauhati 
Medical College and Hos-
pital (GMCH) took out a 
procession here to pro-
test the attack, demand-
ing justice for the slain 
doctor and security for 
medicos.

They also staged sit-
ins at several medical in-
stitutions.

One of participant 
doctors said, “We de-
mand a permanent solu-
tion to attacks on medi-
cos on duty.”

Another doctor said 
that because of a few 
persons, the medicos are 
scared of extending ser-
vices to all the people.

“The attack has un-
dermined the service 
provided by doctors in 
rural areas and is com-
pelling us to rethink 
about working there,” a 
doctor of another hospi-
tal said.

“The people’s repre-
sentatives from the tea 
garden areas are silent 
(over the issue). It is 
their duty to guide those 
who indulge in violence 
and prevent them from 
doing so,” he said.

While doctors 
claimed that emergency 
services are unaffected 
due to the stir, the pa-
tients said they faced 
problems due to the stir.

Gynaecologist Dr Nili-
ma T Haque told PTI that 
operation theatres func-
tioned normally.

“I have assisted in 
four deliveries so far and 
am attending serious pa-
tients,” she said.

Shreya Nath, a young 
intern at GMCH said she 
and her colleagues at-

tended critical patients.
Paresh Kalita, a resi-

dent of Chandmari area 
of the city, said his five-
year old son was suffer-
ing from fever but there 
was no doctor at a pri-
vate nursing home.

“I called up my child’s 
pediatrician and she pre-
scribed medicines over 
the phone. She asked me 
to bring my son to the 
nursing home once the 
24-hour stir is over,” he 
said.

The IMA has de-
manded that the Assam 
government ensure ex-
emplary punishment to 
the culprits and beef up 
security measures like 
installing surveillance 
cameras in all health es-
tablishments, including 
those in tea gardens.

More than 30 people 
have been taken into cus-
tody from Teok tea estate 
in connection with the 
doctor’s killing.

Inspector General of 
Police (law and order) 
Deepak Kedia visited the 
tea estate to take stock of 
the situation.

Jorhat Deputy 
Commissioner Roshni 

Aparanji Korati had or-
dered a magisterial in-
quiry into the assault on 
Dutta, who was working 
in the tea garden hospital 
after his retirement with-
out remuneration.

Following the inci-
dent, the Amalgamated 
Plantations Private Ltd 
that owns Teok Tea Es-
tate, has declared a “lock 
out” in the tea garden till 
further notice as it “ap-
prehended further dan-
ger to life and property 
of managerial personnel 
and their families”.

Teok tea estate sourc-
es said Dr Dutta after his 
retirement was working 
in the hospital without 
remuneration for the 
benefit of the garden 
workers.

In Jorhat town doc-
tors, pharmacists and 
para-medical personnel 
held a dharna in front of 
the deputy commission-
er’s office demanding 
action against those re-
sponsible for the assault 
on Dr Dutta, besides 
amending law to ensure 
security for the medicos.

IMA state branch 
president Satyajit Borah 

had said that incidents of 
assault on doctors in the 
state are on the rise.

The Assam Valley 
Consultative Committee 
of Plantations Associa-
tions (CCPA) and Tea As-
sociation of India (TAI) 
have also condemned the 
incident.

In Kolkata Indian Tea 
Association and the Con-
sultative Committee of 
Plantation Associations 
condemned the “brutal 
and fatal assault” which 
led to the doctor’s death.

Vivek Goenka, the 
chairman of the two as-
sociations said in a stat-
ment on Tuesday that 
“Nothing can justify the 
perpetrators’ indulgence 
in the murderous vio-
lence and attack which 
was unleashed on the 73-
year old doctor”.

He urged Assam gov-
ernment to take a firm 
policy to enforce the 
rule of law and prevent 
any form of violence in 
the tea gardens. He also 
sought appropriate steps 
to punish the culprits 
and ensure safety and se-
curity of those working 
in the tea sector.

Itanagar, Sep 3 (PTI): 
Arunachal Pradesh Gov-
ernor Brig (Retd) Dr B 
D Mishra on Tuesday re-
quested Union minister 
Rameshwar Teli to help 
the state in setting up 
food processing units.

The governor, during 
a meeting with the Min-
ister of State for Food 
Processing Industries 
at Raj Bhawan here, 
explained to him that 
timely transportation 
of agricultural and hor-
ticultural produces is 

very difficult due to the 
mountainous terrain of 
the state.

“Arunachal Pradesh is 
leading in the production 
of organic food in the 
country. The best solu-
tion to address the issue 
is to set up small and 
medium food processing 
industries in different lo-
cations where agro-horti 
products are in surplus,” 
a Raj Bhawan communi-
qu quoted the governor 
as saying.

The governor also 

requested Teli to or-
ganise training pro-
grammes for progres-
sive farmers and youths 
of the state so that they 
can work as apprentices 
in renowned industries.

Such programmes 
will encourage them to 
become entrepreneurs, 
the governor said.

Chief Minister Pema 
Khandu and Industries 
Minister Tumke Bagra 
were also present in the 
meeting, the communi-
que added.

Central team arrives in Assam 
to assess flood damage

Guwahati, Sep 3 (PTI): An 
inter-ministerial team of 
the Central government 
reached Assam on Tues-
day to visit and assess 
the flood affected areas.

The Central team 
will have a meeting with 
senior officials of As-
sam Government on the 
damage and loss of the 
human lives, and prop-
erties under various 
departments, an offi-
cial release said. After 
that, the team will leave 
for their field visit in 
concerned districts on 
Wednesday, it added.

“The team will visit 
the districts -- Nalbari, 

Barpeta, Bongaigaon, 
Morigaon, Golaghat, Jor-
hat, Lakhimpur, Dhema-
ji and Dibrugarh -- for 
an on-the-spot assess-
ment of the situation 
in the wake of floods in 
2019 in the state,” the 
statement said.

During their visit, the 
team will interact and 
discuss with the district 
administration and oth-
er concerned depart-
mental officials.

The team will leave 
for New Delhi on Friday.

At least 91 people 
were killed and sever-
al lakh were affected in 
flood in Assam this year.

Child trafficking: SC expresses anguish 
over ‘fight’ between NCPCR & WB SCPCR

New Delhi, Sep 3 (PTI): 
The Supreme Court on 
Tuesday expressed an-
guish over the “fight” be-
tween the National Com-
mission for Protection 
of Child Rights (NCPCR) 
and the West Bengal State 
Commission for Protec-
tion of Child Rights on a 
matter related to alleged 
trafficking of children 
from an orphanage in the 
state. The apex court said 
it was concerned about 
the children who are 
there at the orphanage 
or shelter home.

“What is this happen-
ing? It is very unfortunate 
that two statutory bodies 
are fighting like this. It is 
sad that both of you cannot 
come to a conclusion for the 
welfare of these children,” a 
bench comprising justices 
Deepak Gupta and Anirud-
dha Bose said.

“We are not bothered 
about the Centre or West 
Bengal commission. We 
are bothered about the 
poor children who are 

in the shelter home,” the 
bench said. The top court 
is hearing an appeal filed 
by the NCPCR against a 
Calcutta High Court or-
der staying its proceed-
ings in a case related to 
alleged gross violation of 
rights of orphaned chil-
dren in West Bengal.

The NCPCR had al-
leged that the West Ben-
gal government had ille-
gally formed ad-hoc com-
mittees for adoption and 
given away orphans for 
adoption in gross viola-
tion of law and rules. The 
apex court had stayed 
the proceedings and the 
August 29, 2017 order of 
the Calcutta High Court.

The counsel appear-
ing for the NCPCR told 
the apex court on Tues-
day that Solicitor Gener-
al Tushar Mehta would 
represent them in the 
case and he was arguing 
another matter before 
other court. The bench, 
which posted the case for 
hearing on Wednesday, 

told the NCPCR’s counsel 
that it would not adjourn 
the matter tomorrow.

In the high court, the 
NCPCR and the state gov-
ernment were at logger-
heads over the alleged 
trafficking of 17 children 
from an orphanage in Jal-
paiguri district.

The NCPCR had 
blamed the local admin-
istration for the thriving 
of the trafficking racket 
but the state government 
had questioned its juris-
diction in the high court.

The high court, in 
its order, had stayed the 
proceedings initiated by 
the NCPCR after taking 
note of the plea filed by 
Additional Director Gen-
eral of Police (ADGP), 
CID, State of West Bengal.

It was alleged by the 
ADGP before the high 
court that NCPCR had no 
jurisdiction as the West 
Bengal State Commis-
sion for Protection of 
Child Rights was seized 
of the matter.

DoNER minister to lay foundation stone 
for NERAMAC building in Guwahati

New Delhi, Sep 3 (PTI): 
DoNER minister Jitendra 
Singh will lay the founda-
tion stone for North East-
ern Regional Agricultural 
Marketing Corporation 
Limited (NERAMAC) 
marketing complex in 
Guwahati on Wednesday.

The construction of 
the building is funded by 
the North Eastern Coun-
cil under its scheme 
for Marketing Support 
Agri-horti Produce in 
NE region, an official re-
lease said.

“The NERAMAC is 
continuously making all 
efforts for the develop-
ment of the farmers of the 
northeastern region and 
double their income by 
the end of 2022. Hence, 
the construction of this 
building infrastructure 
at the heart of the north-

east in Guwahati will be 
the step forward in this 
direction,” it said.

The NERAMAC Limit-
ed, incorporated in 1982 
as a central government 
enterprise, is a market-
ing organisation in the 
field of agri-horti sec-
tor of the northeastern 
region.

Its registered office 
is in Guwahati operating 
under the administrative 
control of the Ministry of 
Development of North 
Eastern Region (DoNER).

Only 3 out of 429 human traffickers in 
Andhra, WB convicted in past 10 yrs: Study

New Delhi, Sep 3 (PTI): 
Only three out of 429 
human traffickers in 
Andhra Pradesh and 
West Bengal have been 
convicted in the past 
10 years, according to a 
new study that analysed 
case documents such as 
charge sheets, FIRs and 
police general diaries re-
lated to 198 such cases.

The study was con-
ducted by several NGOs 
such as HELP in Andhra 
Pradesh, Goranbose 
Gram Bikash Kendra and 
Partners for Anti-Traf-
ficking (PAT) - a consor-
tium of eight communi-
ty-based organisations in 
West Bengal.

It found that 68 hu-
man traffickers have 
been given bail, and 
investigation linked to 
five accused have been 
continuing for over a de-
cade now.

The study also re-
vealed that 31 out of the 
429 human traffickers 
appear to be repeat of-
fenders who are accused 
in multiple cases of hu-
man trafficking, and all 
their victims were chil-
dren and adolescents.

These 31 have com-
mitted 91 (or 19 per 
cent) of total crimes an-
alysed for this research.

The study found that 
out of the 429 named of-
fenders only three have 
been convicted with 
punishments ranging 
between five to seven 
years of imprisonment, 
whereas 10 have been 
acquitted due to lack of 
evidence in cases that 
continued over several 
years. Investigation in 
the rest of the cases is 
underway.

“The low conviction 
and high acquittal figures 
found in the research 
cast doubts in the effi-
cacy of investigation by 
law-enforcement agen-
cies in human traffick-
ing cases,” said Snigdha 
Sen, who conducted the 
analysis by studying le-
gal documents availed 
from courts and police 
stations.

Sen, who is also an 
activist, studied these 
cases that involved more 
than 173 survivors of 
human trafficking from 
West Bengal and Andhra 
Pradesh.

“The findings reaffirm 
the belief that traffickers 
enjoy a high degree of 
impunity because of the 
lacklustre investigation, 
and lack of retribution 
encourages them to car-
ry on with their crimes 

that leads to surge in 
incidents of human traf-
ficking,” she added. The 
research indicated that 
currently, traffickers - 
who are in the business 
of recruiting girls and 
young women and selling 
them off in Maharashtra, 
Delhi, Telangana or Goa - 
have little accountability 
to the system.

“As they grow wealth-
ier, they recruit others 
to join them in spotting, 
recruiting and traffick-
ing other vulnerable 
children and adoles-
cents. The reason these 
investigations are so 
prolonged and prose-
cutions are so weak is 
that over 99 per cent of 
these cases are investi-
gated by police of local 
police stations, who 
have restricted time 
and resources for their 
investigation,” said co-re-
searcher Roop Sen, a hu-
man rights activist who 
has been working on the 
issue for over 20 years.

These NGOs, who 
conducted the study, 
have come together to 
support survivors of hu-
man trafficking for their 
rehabilitation and pro-
tection under an access 
to justice programme 
called ‘Tafteesh’.
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Neymar and PSG left to pick up 
pieces as transfer saga ends

Paris, Sep 3 (AFP): Ney-
mar’s decision to join 
Paris Saint-Germain in 
2017 was motivated by 
a desire to establish him-
self as the best player in 
the world, but a troubled 
time in the French capital 
has left the Brazilian at 
risk of wasting the best 
years of his career.

The closure of the 
transfer window has fi-
nally brought to an end 
the lengthy saga sur-
rounding the future of 
the world’s most expen-
sive player, who will stay 
at PSG having failed to 
get the move back to Bar-
celona he craved.

His former club could 
not complete a deal to 
rescue the 27-year-old 
from his apparent night-
mare in Paris, with Ney-
mar so determined to 
return that sports daily 
L’Equipe reported he of-
fered to pay 20 million 
euros from his own pock-
et towards the fee.

PSG paid 222 million 
euros for his services, 
while committing report-
ed wages of 36 million 
euros a year.

Yet he has not done 
nearly enough at the Parc 
des Princes in two sea-
sons marred by injuries 
and interrupted by off-
field distractions.

In August 2017, the 
desperation of PSG’s Qa-
tari owners to win the 
Champions League ap-
peared to fit with Ney-
mar’s own obsession 
with emerging from Lio-
nel Messi’s shadow and 
winning the Ballon d’Or.

“I would love for us 
to meet in two years and 
see what his value will 
be compared to today. At 
least double,” said PSG 

president Nasser Al-Khe-
laifi at the time.
- MISSING AT KEY MO-
MENTS -

However, since mov-
ing to the Parc des Princ-
es, Neymar has appeared 
in barely half of his club’s 
matches.

When he has played 
he has frequently been 
brilliant, scoring 51 goals 
in 58 games. He has won 
back-to-back league ti-
tles and one Ligue 1 play-
er of the year award.

But the Champions 
League is what really 
matters, and when it has 
really mattered in Europe 
he has been absent. Foot 
injuries saw him miss 
three of the four Cham-
pions League knockout 
matches the club have 
played since his arrival.

Without him, they 
lost in the last 16 to 
Real Madrid in 2018 
and then to Manchester 
United this year.

After suffering a bro-

ken foot for the first time 
in February 2018, Ney-
mar missed the rest of 
PSG’s season to be ready 
for the World Cup. Bra-
zil went out in the quar-
ter-finals.

In January this year, 
Neymar fractured the 
same foot, missing the 
crunch part of PSG’s sea-
son during three more 
months out.

He has since missed 
the Copa America with 
an ankle injury and was 
accused of raping a Bra-
zilian woman at a Paris 
hotel in May -- the case 
was dismissed in August 
by a Brazilian judge.

Neymar has never 
learned French and has 
often appeared too busy 
with off-field distrac-
tions, including throwing 
lavish birthday parties 
and making a cameo ap-
pearance in his favourite 
Netflix series.
- GOOD FOR THE PSG 
BRAND? -

He remains one of 
the biggest sporting ce-
lebrities on the planet, 
but he must put the last 
few months behind him 
quickly and deliver, oth-
erwise there may well be 
nobody rich enough who 
is willing to take a chance 
on buying him next year.

PSG supporters have 
made clear their unhap-
piness towards Neymar, 
yet those feelings can 
still change if he brings 
success on the pitch.

In the boardroom, 
there is also the reali-
sation of his commer-
cial value -- when Ney-
mar arrived, Al-Khelaifi 
spoke of “a project of two 
brands: we’re associating 
the Neymar brand and 
the PSG brand.”

They have since 
signed major sponsor-
ship and endorsement 
deals with the likes of 
Nike, with Neymar’s 
presence alongside Ky-
lian Mbappe playing a 

major role.
“PSG are a young club 

who need a big media 
profile to help them de-
velop. That is what Ney-
mar has brought, just like 
Zlatan (Ibrahimovic) or 
(David) Beckham before 
him,” French sports mar-
keting specialist Jerome 
Neveu told AFP.

Ending the Neymar 
experiment might have 
allowed PSG to start 
afresh, although Mbappe 
and coach Thomas 
Tuchel had stated their 
wish that he stays.

“I like Neymar, I 
want to keep playing 
with him, with Kylian 
and with everyone,” said 
Tuchel recently.

Now all eyes will be 
on Neymar to see if he 
can put this episode 
to bed, although his 
three-game Champi-
ons League suspension 
means it may be some 
time yet before he makes 
any genuine impact.

The impact of England success on 
women’s football – from top to bottom 

Kohli eclipses Dhoni to become 
most successful Indian Test captain

Kingston, Sep 3 (PTI): 
Virat Kohli has surpassed 
Mahendra Singh Dhoni 
to become India’s most 
successful Test skipper 
after the team recorded 
its 28th win under his 
leadership, a 257-run 
hammering of the West 
Indies here.

The 28 wins have 
come from 48 matches 
for Kohli as captain. His 
predecessor Dhoni led 
India to 27 wins from 
60 Test matches during 
his tenure.

Sourav Ganguly and 
Mohammad Azharuddin 
are third and fourth in 
the list of successful Indi-
an Test skippers with 21 
and 14 wins respectively.

Overall, former South 
Africa skipper Graeme 
Smith remains the 
most successful skip-
per in the world with 
53 Test wins, followed 
by ex-Australia captain 
Ricky Ponting, who re-
corded 48 Test wins in 

his captaincy tenure.
India have made a 

superb start to the World 
Test Championship and 
the win in the second 
match not only helped 
them sweep the series 
2-0 but also put them 
on top of championship 
points table.

With 120 points from 
two games, India lead 
the nine-team table even 
though Pakistan, Bangla-
desh and South Africa 
are yet to begin their bi-
lateral campaigns in the 
championship.

Under Kohli, India 
have achieved some 
memorable victories in 
both India and abroad. 
Earlier this year, India 
clinched their maiden 
Test series in Australia, 
beating the hosts 2-1 in 
their own backyard.

In the match here, 
India entered the fourth 
day needing eight wick-
ets to win and Kohli’s 
men completed the task 

after lunch, dismissing 
the hosts for 210 in 59.5 
overs in their chase of a 
near-impossible target of 
468.

The bowling quartet 
of Ishant Sharma (2/37 
in 12 overs), Moham-
med Shami (3/65 in 16 
overs), Jasprit Bumrah 
(1/31 in 11 overs) and 
lone spinner Ravindra 
Jadeja (3/58 in 16.5 
overs) were relentless in 
their pursuit of keeping 
the home team batsmen 
on a tight leash.

Such was India’s dom-
inance in the two Tests 
that West Indies couldn’t 
even cross 250 in any of 
their four innings and 
the only half-century 
was scored by Shamarh 
Brooks (50) in this game.

It was one of the most 
satisfying tours for skip-
per Kohli as his team 
claimed dominating tri-
umphs in all three for-
mats (3-0 in T20Is, 2-0 in 
ODIs, and 2-0 in Tests).

Mithali Raj retires from T20Is to 
focus on 2021 ODI World Cup

SUZANNE WRACK
theGuardian

Following re-
cord-breaking tele-

vision audiences for 
England at the Women’s 
World Cup, research has 
revealed a big rise in fans 
of the women’s game and 
a large increase in pitch 
bookings by women’s 
teams.

The FA Women’s Su-
per League season kicks 
off on Saturday and, ac-
cording to the WSL spon-
sors Barclays and a You-
Gov poll, an impressive 
third of adults consider 
themselves interested in 
the women’s game, while 
69% of those believe 
women’s football de-
serves the same profile 
as the men’s game and 
28% of people who fol-
lowed the World Cup are 
becoming fans of wom-
en’s football.

Kelly Smith said the 
research shows the wom-
en’s game is ready to step 
away from being defined 
by the men’s game and 
“can stand on its own”.

“I do think that is 
down to the last couple 
of tournaments,” the for-
mer England and Arsenal 
striker said. “Making it 
accessible for everyone 
has been huge, so the 
women’s game can be 
proud of what is has 
achieved. But it must 
continue to evolve and 
develop.

“Women need to be 
respected and given the 
same platform to per-
form. By doing this the 
quality gets higher and 
higher and with that 
comes better live and 
television attendances, 
sponsors, etc.”

The news is a boost 
to clubs and to the Foot-
ball Association, which 
has been working hard to 
translate support for the 

national team into active 
interest in the domestic 
league. Measures taken 
include Manchester and 
London derbies being 
hosted on the opening 
weekend at the Etihad 
Stadium and Stamford 
Bridge respectively, 
games at the Tottenham 
Stadium and London Sta-
dium in the next three 
months, a women’s foot-
ball weekend on 16-17 
November when there 
is no Premier League 
action (much like non-
league day); and target-
ed investment to market 
key games.

With 46% of peo-
ple who have been to a 
match reported to have 
been surprised with how 
professional it was and 
74% thinking it under-
rated, evidence is clear of 
professionalism and in-
vestment improving the 
quality of the play and 
driving audiences.

Barclays’ record in-
vestment, believed to 
be closer to £18m than 
the £10m widely report-
ed, is set to continue the 
evolution of the game at 
the top. However, a part 
of the deal also includes 
a commitment to the 
grassroots with a pledge 
to make football avail-
able to all girls in school 
by 2024 through its 
support for the FA Girls’ 
Football School Partner-
ships. This is aimed at 
tackling the number of 
female adults denied 
access as children, cur-
rently 75%, and will 
see 100 hubs delivering 
football in 6,000 schools 
across England.

Adult women, though, 
are increasingly pushing 
back against their histor-
ical exclusion, with the 
football pitch booking 
site Playfinder revealing 
a 204% increase in book-

ings for women’s football 
from the eight weeks 
leading up to the World 
Cup to the eight weeks 
following its kick-off on 
7 June.

The Playfinder 
co-founder and chief 
executive, Jamie Foale, 
said the booking site 
“showed a during-the-
game increase” and that 
a big proportion were for 
repeat bookings. It has 
also reported a 192% 
increase in mixed-team 
bookings.

“Much has been writ-
ten about how the Wom-
en’s World Cup was able 
to generate huge viewing 
figures and that does fil-
ter down to the grass-
roots game,” Foale said. 
“During the Women’s 
World Cup it was obvi-
ously summer and peo-
ple don’t tend to play reg-
ular games, they’ll play 
more spontaneously. It’s 
around this time of the 
year that we see the reg-
ular games being booked 
in and we’ve had a 35% 
increase on last year in 
terms of women booking 
regular games.”

The company has al-
located 50% of its mar-
keting budget to promot-
ing the women’s game, 
having committed to en-
suring that at least half of 
the users on its platform 
will be female or mixed 
teams by the next Wom-
en’s World Cup in 2023. 
Foale described its com-
mitment as “something 
that we see, selfishly, as 
a big growth market”, 
continuing the trend of 
brands that view the 
women’s game as one 
of the biggest areas for 
growth in a saturated 
football marketplace.

Articles on women’s 
football still draw “no 
one cares” comments. Yet 
clearly people do.

New Delhi, Sep 3 (PTI): 
Indian women’s cricket 
great and ODI captain 
Mithali Raj on Tuesday 
announced her retire-
ment from T20 Interna-
tionals, a format in which 
she signs off as the coun-
try’s leading run-scor-
er despite a controver-
sy-ridden last leg.

The 36-year-old said 
she wants to focus on 
her ODI career, keeping 
in mind the 2021 World 
Cup in New Zealand. The 
veteran’s announcement 
came as a surprise, con-
sidering that she last 
week made herself avail-
able for the home series 
against South Africa, be-
ginning September 24.

“After representing 
India in T20 internation-
als since 2006, I wish to 
retire from T20Is to focus 
my energies on readying 
myself for the 2021 ODI 
World Cup,” said Mithali 
in a BCCI statement.

Mithali ended her 
T20 career with 2364 
runs from 89 matches at 
an average of 37.5 and a 
highest score of 97 not 
out. She made her T20I 
debut in 1999 and played 
her last match in March 
against England in Gu-
wahati. Mithali is also 
the first Indian woman 
to reach the landmark of 
2000 T20 runs.

The senior opener 
captained the country 
in 32 T20 Internation-
als, including the three 
World Cups in 2012 (Sri 

Lanka), 2014 (Bangla-
desh) and 2016 (India).

With the announce-
ment, she can now put all 
her focus on the 50-over 
World Cup in 2021. She 
had captained India to 
their second World Cup 
final in 2017, a feat that 
gave a much needed im-
petus to women’s cricket 
in the country.

“It remains my dream 
to win a World Cup for 
my country and I want 
to give it my best. I thank 
the BCCI for their contin-
uous support and wish 
the Indian T20 team good 
luck as they prepare for 
the home series against 
South Africa women,” 
said Mithali who cap-
tained India in their first 
ever T20 International 
back in 2006.

The Jodhpur-born 
player, who was no more 
a sure starter in the T20s 
playing eleven, was earli-
er expected to retire after 
the home series against 

England in March. After 
expressing her desire to 
play the five-match se-
ries against South Africa 
last week, Mithali seems 
to have had a change of 
heart. Speculation was 
rife over Mithali’s future 
in T20s ever since she 
was controversially left 
out out of the playing 
eleven for the World T20 
semifinals against En-
gland last year.

The dropping blew 
into a major furore 
during which she ac-
cused the then coach 
Ramesh Powar of trying 
to destroy her career. It 
is widely believed that 
she has had a fallout 
with T20 captain Har-
manpreet Kaur, who had 
backed her ouster from 
the team at the time.

The controversy 
ended after Powar was 
sacked and W V Raman 
came in as the new coach 
of the team.

A senior BCCI official 

told PTI that Mithali’s de-
cision was the right one 
and on expected lines.

“I don’t know why she 
made that statement last 
week, that she wanted 
to play the South Africa 
series. She was not an 
automatic selection in 
the eleven anymore with 
the T20 World Cup early 
next year, it is important 
that enough chances are 
given to the youngsters,” 
said the official.

“She has been a great 
of the game and all great 
players know when to 
exit. She has taken the 
right decision,” the offi-
cial added.

Mithali remains a co-
lossus in women’s cricket 
and is the batting main-
stay in the ODI line-up.

In 203 ODIs, she has 
scored 6720 runs at an 
average of 51.29 with 
seven hundreds. She has 
also played in 10 Tests 
with 663 runs including 
a hundred.

Oman 
favourites 
but we are 
hoping for an 
upset: Stimac
Philem Dipak Singh
New Delhi, Sep 3 (PTI): 
India football coach Igor 
Stimac on Tuesday said 
his team is capable of 
upsetting Oman in their 
World Cup qualifying 
opener but conceded 
that the visitors will start 
outright favourites in the 
September 5 clash.

Stimac, who took 
charge of the team in 
May, predicted a tough 
match on Thursday, 
considering that India 
have never won any FI-
FA-recognised match 
against Oman.

“Realistically, Qatar 
and Oman are the favou-
rites in our group. We 
have never won an offi-
cial match against either 
of them. So it’s not going 
to be easy at all. In Guwa-
hati we are going to give 
everything on the pitch, 
aiming to win it,” Stimac 
told PTI in an interview.

“Results are import-
ant now and they are 
our priority. We have 
used the last few months 
wisely. I feel we are ready 
for the challenge,” said 
the 51-year-old who 
had experimented with 
the line-ups during the 
Kings’ Cup (in June) and 
Intercontinental Cup (in 
July). The last meeting 
between the two teams 
ended in a goal-less 
draw in a friendly game 
in December last year in 
the run-up to this year’s 
Asian Cup.  
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Eight dead, 26 missing as dive 
boat sinks in flames off California

Oxnard (US), Sept 3 
(AFP): Eight people were 
dead and more than 
two dozen missing and 
feared deceased Mon-
day after a scuba div-
ing boat caught fire and 
sank off the California 
coast, with passengers 
trapped below deck by 
the roaring blaze.

Fire crews in heli-
copters, small boats and 
a Coast Guard cutter 
battled the fierce pre-
dawn fire on the 75-foot 
(23-metre) Conception, 
which had been on a 
diving excursion around 
Santa Cruz Island, just 
west of Santa Barbara in 
southern California.

But the blaze and 
intense heat prevented 
them from breaching the 
vessel’s hull to search for 
survivors before the craft 
sank, the Coast Guard 
said. A dense fog further 
complicated rescue 
efforts. “Four victims 
have been recovered 
thus far as deceased,” 
Santa Barbara County 
Sheriff Bill Brown told a 
news conference.

“Rescue and recov-
ery efforts on the scene 
have located an addi-
tional four victims on 
the ocean floor in close 
proximity to the vessel,” 
Brown said, while 26 
people are missing.

Five Conception crew 
members were awake 
and jumped into the wa-
ter when flames burst 
out around 3:15 am 
(1015 GMT), Coast Guard 

Captain Monica Roches-
ter said, putting the total 
number of people aboard 
the boat at 39.

The five were rescued 
by people on a pleasure 
craft called the Grape Es-
cape, Rochester said.

Shirley Hansen, who 
was on the Grape Es-
cape with her husband 
Bob, told the Los Angeles 
Times they were asleep 
when they heard pound-
ing on the side of their 
fishing boat.

The crew, some only 
in underwear and two 
with leg injuries, had 
retrieved a dinghy and 
paddled 200 yards to the 
Hansens’ boat.

Shirley Hansen said 
the men were distraught 
-- one had a girlfriend 
below-deck on the Con-

ception -- and two of 
the men paddled back 
to look for survivors, but 
found none. Rochester 
of the Coast Guard said 
all the passengers were 
believed to have been 
sleeping at the time. The 
Conception had a crowd-
ed cabin with three-high 
bunks below decks.

The Conception sank 
20 yards (metres) off 
the island’s northern 
shore, leaving only its 
bow exposed. US news 
outlets released audio of 
a distress call in which 
a crew member on the 
boat yells, “Mayday! 
Mayday! Mayday!” and 
“I can’t breathe!” 

A Coast Guard oper-
ator asks the man if the 
passengers can get off 
the boat and if the crew 

has fire extinguishers, 
but the response is in-
audible. Rochester said 
the Conception, which 
was launched in 1981 by 
a Santa Barbara-based 
company called Truth 
Aquatics, “has been in full 
compliance” with safety 
regulations, and that its 
owner was cooperating 
with investigators.

Glen Fritzler, listed 
as owner on the Truth 
Aquatics website, was 
a respected profession-
al who only months ago 
received the California 
Scuba Service Award, ac-
cording to the Los Ange-
les Times.

Asked whether there 
had been an explosion on 
board or a slow-develop-
ing fire, Rochester said 
that “the only Mayday 

call we received” -- which 
came from the boat -- 
“was the vessel was en-
gulfed in flames.” The 
fire was put out multiple 
times but flared back up, 
the Coast Guard said, 
apparently because of 
the amount of fuel in the 
vessel. The boat could 
carry up to 1,600 gallons 
(6,057 litres), according 
to the company website.

The Truth Aquatics 
website said the Con-
ception, listed as having 
bunks for up to 46 peo-
ple, had been sched-
uled to return Monday 
from a three-day trip 
after visiting several 
diving spots around San-
ta Cruz Island.

The area is popular 
for a variety of water and 
outdoor sports.

I don’t want an election, says Boris 
Johnson in latest Brexit warning

By Aditi Khanna
London, Sept 3 (PTI): 
British Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson has said he 
does not want a general 
election, in an attempt to 
warn off rebel MPs from 
his party backing the 
Opposition with plans to 
block Brexit with “anoth-
er pointless delay”.

In a statement on the 
steps of Downing Street 
in London on Monday, 
Johnson said there are 
“no circumstances” un-
der which he would ac-
cept a delay to Brexit, 
which is scheduled for 
October 31.

The unscheduled 
statement, which had 
sent speculation of a 
snap election into over-
drive, came following an 
emergency meeting of 
the Cabinet amid plans 
by different sections of 
Parliament to block Brit-
ain’s exit from the Euro-
pean Union (EU) without 
an agreement in place by 
the October 31 deadline 
as they return from sum-
mer recess on Tuesday.

“I want everybody 
to know - there are no 
circumstances under 
which I will ask Brussels 
to delay. We are leaving 

on October 31, no ifs 
or buts. We will not ac-
cept any attempt to go 
back on our promises or 
scrub that referendum,” 
warned Johnson.

“Armed and fortified 
with that conviction I 
believe we will get a deal 
at that crucial summit 
in [mid] October. A deal 
that Parliament will cer-
tainly be able to scruti-
nise,” he said.

“And in the meantime 
let our negotiators get 
on with their work With-
out that sword of Dam-
ocles over their necks. 
And without an election, 
which I don’t want and 
you don’t want.” 

Johnson’s latest ulti-
matum makes it clear to 
MPs on all sides of the 
House of Commons that 
he would not, under any 
circumstances, entertain 
the notion of another de-
lay to Brexit. 

Political pundits be-
lieve that in effect is a 
warning that he would 
rather let the govern-
ment fold and go back to 
the electorate in a snap 
election that be willing to 
consider another delay 
to the Brexit deadline.

On a note of opti-

mism, Johnson claimed 
the chances of reaching 
a new agreement with 
the EU had been “rising” 
because the UK was pre-
paring to leave the EU 
“come what may” by the 
latest deadline. 

Earlier on Monday 
evening, Labour MP 
Hilary Benn, one of the 
lawmakers leading the 
charge against Johnson’s 
Brexit plans, released 
the text of a bill which 
aims to prevent a no-deal 
Brexit on October 31, un-
less Parliament consents.

“The Bill has 
cross-party support from 
MPs who believe that the 
consequences of No Deal 
for the economy and the 
country would be highly 
damaging. No Deal is not 
in the national interest,” 
Benn said on Twitter.

A group of opposition 
and rebel Conservative 
lawmakers are expected 
to support the legisla-
tion this week. The law 
would would force John-
son to seek an extension 
to the Brexit process 
until January 2020 if 
he failed to agree a new 
deal with the EU at a 
summit scheduled for 
mid-October.

In Iraq’s Baiji, mines turn 
farms into killing fields

Baiji (Iraq), Sept 3 (AFP): One man 
lost his uncle. Another is mourning for 
two sons. Farmers and herders in Iraq’s 
Baiji say mines left by the Islamic State 
group turned their beloved orchards 
into killing fields. The improvised ex-
plosive devices, planted by jihadists 
trying to fend off Iraqi troops in 2015, 
have also discouraged scores of families 
from returning to their battered farm-
ing towns around Baiji, in the north of 
the country. “Daesh’s ghosts are still 
here. Their crimes are still there, under 
the earth,” said local official Abu Bashir, 
using an Arabic acronym for IS.

His thin face contorted into a gri-
mace as he recalled his personal loss to 
those “ghosts” -- both his sons.

“We came back in March 2018 and 
found the area booby-trapped. There 
was nowhere we could feel safe,” he 
told AFP. “As the kids were playing, a 
bomb exploded under my six-year-old 
son who was outside the house. He was 
killed immediately.”  Exactly a year later, 
in March of this year, unexploded ord-
nance also killed his 18-year-old son.

He said the experience had left him 
too scarred to try rebuilding his home, 
reduced to rubble by ferocious fighting 
between IS and security forces.

“A man bitten by a snake will be 
afraid of a rope, as the saying goes. Af-
ter my two boys were killed, I’m afraid 
of everything.”  Lahib, 21, has also been 
touched by IS’s deadly legacy. “We got 
our houses back but the remnants of 
war are still there. Daesh left us with 
booby-trapped homes,” he told AFP.

“One of these homes blew up on my 
uncle. I saw it with my own eyes.” 

The loss pushed him to join Halo 
Trust, a non-profit group clearing un-
exploded ordnance in Baiji since June 
as part of the United Nations’ Mine 
Action Service (UNMAS). In tempera-
tures reaching 50 degrees Celsius (122 
Fahrenheit), Halo Trust mine search-
ers scanned a field near Baiji for an 
IS speciality: plastic jerrycans packed 
with explosives and rigged to pressure 
plates. The bombs appeared to have 
been planted in long rows parallel to 
a main thoroughfare to defend against 
incoming Iraqi troops.

Mine searchers used excavators to 
map out the bombs, then mechanically 
defused them so Iraqi troops could take 

the components away. “When we talk 
as friends, it’s clear no one hasn’t seen 
injustice and explosions with his own 
eyes. This is why we’re doing this job,” 
said Lahib. In Baiji alone, 340 explosive 
hazards were removed since UNMAS 
operations began, with up to 25 IEDs 
uncovered daily.

UNMAS says the scope and com-
plexity of IED contamination in IS-con-
trolled areas is “unprecedented”, with 
tripwires painted to blend in with 
surroundings and even Iraqi currency 
turned into bombs. The fear of undis-
covered threats has kept around 100 
families away from the area, said Abu 
Mohammad, another local official.

“People want to come back, live in 
their homes and get on with normal 
lives, but when they see that this guy got 
blown up or that guy was killed, they 
stay away,” he said. “This soil means 
so much to us and we hope this kind of 
thing -- losing our loved ones, our chil-
dren, our homes -- doesn’t happen on 
it.”  More than 2,500 people remain dis-
placed from Baiji, according to the In-
ternational Organization for Migration. 
Returns seem to be speeding up, with 
some 15,000 people back in their home 
district since December.

For the most part, however, they 
are returning to an utterly destroyed 
moonscape. The town of Baiji is a lab-
yrinth of mostly-abandoned buildings, 
still riddled with bullet holes and cra-
ters. Twisted rebar stick out from the 
ruins like crushed spider legs.

UNMAS hopes clearing IS-laden 
explosives will allow for Baiji’s recon-
struction, but other challenges remain.

The area is controlled by various 
Iraqi paramilitary factions that must 
approve any activity, which aid work-
ers said slows down their work. “We 
get authorisation from one group but it 
doesn’t work with the others, so we end 
up going to four or five different groups 
before we can start working,” one mine 
removal worker told AFP.

Iraqi parliamentarians from Sun-
ni-majority areas, including Baiji, have 
also complained that the government 
has not allocated enough reconstruc-
tion funds to the area. “The problem is 
huge but the effort to fix it is small,” said 
Iyad Saleh, programme director at Iraqi 
non-profit group IHSCO. 

Iran’s Rouhani rules out 
any bilateral talks with US

Tehran, Sept 3 (AFP): 
Iran’s President Hassan 
Rouhani on Tuesday 
ruled out holding any 
bilateral talks with the 
United States, saying the 
Islamic republic is op-
posed to such negotia-
tions in principle.

In an address to par-
liament, Rouhani also 
said Iran was ready to 
further reduce its com-
mitments to a landmark 
2015 nuclear deal “in the 
coming days” if current 
negotiations yield no re-
sults by Thursday.

Tehran and Wash-
ington have been at log-
gerheads since May last 
year when US President 
Donald Trump unilat-
erally withdrew from 
the nuclear accord and 
began reimposing crip-
pling sanctions.

The arch-foes were on 
the cusp of confronta-
tion in June when Iran 
downed a US drone 
and Trump ordered re-
taliatory strikes before 
cancelling them at the 
last minute.

France has been lead-
ing efforts to calm the 
situation, with President 
Emmanuel Macron ex-
pressing hope during 
G7 talks in late August 
of organising a meeting 

between Rouhani and 
Trump. “Maybe there has 
been a misunderstand-
ing. We’ve said it sever-
al times and we repeat 
it -- there has been no 
decision to hold bilat-
eral talks with the US,” 
said Rouhani.

“In principle, we 
don’t want bilateral 
talks with the United 
States,” he was quoted 
as saying on the official 
government website.

“If the United States 
lifts all sanctions, it 
would be possible to talk 
(with them) during 5+1 
meetings as in the past,” 
he said, referring to the 
six major powers in-
volved in negotiating the 
2015 deal.

Iran has hit back with 
countermeasures in re-
sponse to the US with-
drawal from the deal, 

which gave it relief from 
sanctions in return for 
curbs on its nuclear pro-
gramme. It has already 
increased its uranium 
enrichment and stock-
piles, and Rouhani said 
Tuesday a “third step 
will be enacted in the 
coming days” unless the 
remaining parties to the 
deal honour their own 
commitments.

“If by Thursday these 
negotiations yield no re-
sults, we will announce 
the third step of the re-
duction of our commit-
ments,” the Iranian pres-
ident said.

The 2015 deal was 
agreed between Iran 
and the so-called 5+1 
-- UN Security Council 
permanent members 
Britain, China, France, 
Russia and the United 
States plus Germany.

Pak to issue multiple, on-arrival 
visas to Sikh pilgrims: PM Khan

Lahore, Sept 3 (PTI): 
Kartarpur is the “Madi-
na” and Nankana Sahib 
is the “Makkah” of the 
Sikh community, Paki-
stan Prime Minister Im-
ran Khan has said and 
assured that his govern-
ment will issue multiple 
and on-arrival visas to 
Sikh pilgrims coming from 
India and other countries, 
according to media re-
ports on Tuesday. Khan 
said the government will 
provide Sikh pilgrims 
maximum possible facili-
ties during their pilgrim-
age to the holy sites in 
Pakistan, the News Inter-
national reported.

Addressing the In-
ternational Sikh Con-
vention at the Governor 
House here on Monday, 
the prime minister said, 
“I assure that you will be 
issued multiple visas...
This is our responsibili-
ty. We will give you visas 
at the airport.”  Pakistan 
has decided to complete 
the process of issuance 
of visas to Sikh pilgrims 
by September 30 to facil-
itate their participation 
at the 550th birth anni-
versary of Guru Nanak 
Dev in Nankana Sahib on 
November 12. The visa 
process started on Sep-
tember 1. 

The move is not a fa-
vour, it was Pakistan’s 
obligation, the Saama TV 
quoted Khan as saying.

“Kartarpur is your 
Madina and Nankana 
Sahib is your Makkah. 
We (Muslims) can’t even 
imagine someone keep-
ing us away from Makkah 
or Madina. This is a new 

visa regime so there may 
some obstacles initial-
ly, but we will facilitate 
you fully,” he said. The 
convention was attend-
ed by Punjab Governor 
Chaudhry Sarwar, feder-
al and provincial cabinet 
members, and Sikh pil-
grims from the UK, the 
US, Canada, Europe and 
other countries.

New Delhi and Islam-
abad have agreed that Pa-
kistan would allow 5,000 
Sikh visitors per day into 
the country through the 
proposed Kartarpur Cor-
ridor. The corridor will 
connect Darbar Sahib 
in Kartarpur with Dera 
Baba Nanak shrine in 
Gurdaspur district and 
facilitate visa-free move-
ment of Indian Sikh pil-
grims, who will have to 
just obtain a permit to 
visit Kartarpur Sahib, 
which was established in 
1522 by Sikh faith found-
er Guru Nanak Dev.

Kartarpur will also 
be the first visa-free cor-
ridor between the two 
neighbours since their 
independence in 1947.

Pakistan is build-
ing the corridor from 
the Indian border to the 
Gurdwara Darbar Sahib, 
the final resting place of 
Guru Nanak, while the 
other part from Dera Baba 
Nanak up to the border 
will be constructed by In-
dia. Pakistan has repeat-
edly said that the opening 
of the corridor will not 
be hit by the current ten-
sion with India that has 
escalated after New Delhi 
revoked Jammu and Kash-
mir’s special status.
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STROLLING THROUGH! The musician, Liam 
Payne sports a casual tee with green slacks and black 
sneakers while out in London.
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Aries: Aries, taking things for granted 
is the fastest way of losing them. Con-
sider how your thought patterns might 
potentially block your best self from 
coming out. Look at the people in your 
life and appreciate their importance.
Tip: Open your eyes and acknowledge 
what is in front of you.
Taurus: Take a step back and really 
think about what you have been doing. 
Is this the seed you want to sow, Taurus? 
A balance of effort and communication 
leads to successful relationships. Take a 
good look at yourself and see where you 
lack. It is time to do some much-needed 
soul searching, and taking action.
Tip: What you put forth, you will receive.
Gemini: The Universe is ready to 
bend at your will, Gemini. Are you 
looking for love? The good news is that 
love is looking for you too. The work 
that you put in to make yourself emo-

tionally secure is helping you attract the 
kind of love you deserve. Say goodbye 
to the drama and hello to a simple yet 
amazing love.
Tip: Kiss the drama goodbye.
Cancer: In the words of Rhonda By-
rne, “the tighter you try and hold on to 
something you are afraid of losing, the 
more you are pushing it away.” Open it 
up and let it breathe. Things are still in 
the beginning phase. Too much intensity 
can ruin it for you. Avoid wasting time on 
futile relationships. Instead, focus on de-
veloping those which have more potential.
Tip: Take it easy.
Leo: Nothing is ever perfect. That 
does not mean you will lose hope. You 
simply need to ask for help to get back 
up. Any storm can be weathered if the 
foundation is strong. Try to separate 
yourself from the raw emotions, and 
think logically if all your needs are be-

ing met.
Tip: Focus on the root of the problem to 
weather this storm.
Virgo: Congratulations seem to be 
in order, Virgo. you have successfully 
managed to communicate your needs to 
your partner, and both of you are now look-
ing at taking the next step. This is a great time 
to discuss how far you have come and how 
the future will look like. Those still looking 
for love, don’t allow negative focus to mess 
up things for you. Focus on the similarities 
rather than differences.
Tip: Celebrate the similarities and how 
far you’ve come.
Libra: Don’t let your past become 
an obstacle for the future you want to 
create. Think of this as an opportunity 
to start again, only this time, you have 
experience on your side. Let your inner 
child out to play. This youthful confi-
dence will attract the kind of partner you 

are looking for. Some of you might be 
reconnecting with the same person in a 
totally different way.
Tip: Let the inner child out to play.
Scorpio: You have got to get a hold 
on those emotions, Scorpio. Pushy and 
clingy does not become you. Instead, fo-
cus on going with the flow. Trust your-
self and the relationship you have built. 
What is yours will come back to you.
Tip: Go with the flow.
Sagittarius: Sag, the Universe is 
shining peace, tranquility and hope upon 
you. What does your heart want? Let it 
guide you to what is truly meant for you. 
Allow yourself to be vulnerable. Your in-
stincts are telling you the same thing.
Tip: Listen to your gut.
Capricorn: You seem to have 
completely detached yourself, Capri-
corn. Emotional detachment can even-
tually become comfortable, which will 

then make it difficult for you to leave. 
No matter how painful, feel those emo-
tions. Open up those chakras. Medita-
tion and grounding are the way to go.
Tip: Meditate and open up those chakras.
Aquarius: Loss and disappointment 
are hard to deal with, Aquarius. And pushing 
it away will only make it worse. Appreciate 
what you had and grieve its loss. Sometimes, 
change helps you get to know yourself bet-
ter. There is so much more in store for you, 
only if you are willing to see it.
Tip: Grieve, little one, and then let it go.
Pisces: The fire is sizzling, the chemis-
try is great. What seems to be the hold up, 
Pisces? Go have your adventure. Let today 
be about love and passion. For some of you, 
there is a burning desire to be organised. Go 
crazy cleaning your sacred space. It will help 
make room for something new.
Tip: Don’t stop yourself from going on 
this adventure.

Started doing heavy drugs 
at 19 and abused all of my 

relationships: Justin Bieber

Los Angeles, Sep 3 (PTI): Pop star Justin Bieber has opened 
up about achieving too much too soon and the negative effect 
the fame had on him.  In a lengthy Instagram post, the “Sor-
ry” hitmaker said at the age of 19 he started doing drugs and 
“abused all my relationships”. 

“I started doing pretty heavy drugs at 19 and abused all of 
my relationships. I became resentful, disrespectful to women, 
and angry. I became distant to everyone who loved me, and I 
was hiding behind, a shell of a person that I had become. I felt 
like I could never turn it around.

“It’s taken me years to bounce back from all these terrible 
decisions, fix broken relationships, and change relationship 
habits. Luckily god blessed me with extraordinary people who 
love me for me,” Bieber wrote. 

The singer, who has been vocal about his mental health 
struggles, said the constant praise made him overconfident. 

“I didn’t grow up in a stable home, my parents were 18 
(and) separated with no money, still young and rebellious, as 
well. As my talent progressed and I became ultra-successful, 
it happened within a strand of two years. My whole world 
was flipped on its head. “I went from a 13-year-old boy from 
a small town to being praised left and right by the world, with 
millions saying how much they loved me and how great I was. 
You hear these things enough as a young boy and you actually 
start believing it,” he said. 

Bieber believes there were so many people taking care of 
him that he never developed a sense of responsibility. 

“Everyone did everything for me, so I never even learned 
the fundamentals of responsibility. By this point, I was 18 with 
no skills in the real world, with millions of dollars and access 
to whatever I wanted.

“This is a very scary concept for anyone. By 20, I made ev-
ery bad decision you could have thought of and went from one 
of the most loved and adored people in the world to the most 
ridiculed, judged, and hated person in the world,” he added.  The 
singer credited a few people, including his wife Hailey Baldwin, 
for encouraging him to become a better version of himself. 

“Now I am navigating the best season of my life MAR-
RIAGE’!! Which is (an) amazing crazy new responsibility. You 
learn patience, trust, commitment, kindness, humility and all 
of the things it looks like to be a good man,” he said.

If you steal my work, do it 
properly: French director Jerome 

Salle to ‘Saaho’ makers

Kevin Hart is awake and will be 
‘just fine’, says wife Eniko Parrish

Mumbai, Sep 3 (PTI): Pra-
bhas’ “Saaho” has some 
uncanny similarities with 
French filmmaker Jerome 
Salle’s 2008 film “Largo 
Winch” and the director has 
criticised the makers of the 
multi-lingual Indian movie 
for creating a “bad” copy. 

“Largo Winch” is an ac-
tion thriller based on the Bel-
gian comic book of the same 
name, and post the release 
of “Saaho” on Friday many 
social media users pointed 
out how the film looked like 
a rip-off of the successful 
French movie. 

Salle, who was being 
tagged by a lot of users on 
microblogging site Twitter, 
seemed upset by the team of 

“Saaho” and advised Telugu 
directors to at least make the 
copy “properly”.

“It seems this second 
“freemake” of Largo Winch 
is as bad as the first one. So 
please Telugu directors, if 
you steal my work, at least do 
it properly?” Salle tweeted.  
This is not the first time Salle 
has accused Telugu filmmak-
ers for stealing his work. 

In 2018, he had claimed 
that “Agnyaathavaasi”, featur-
ing Pawan Kalyan, was also a 
copy of “Largo Winch”. The 
film was written and directed 
by Trivikram Srinivas. 

“Sahoo”, directed by Su-
jeeth and also featuring 
Shraddha Kapoor, has minted 
over 90 crores in India.

Los Angeles, Sep 3 (PTI): 
Kevin Hart’s wife Eniko Par-
rish on Tuesday shared that 
the actor-comedian is awake 
and will be “just fine”.

Hart was hospitalised on 
Sunday after the vintage car 
he was a passenger in veered 
into an embankment in Mali-
bu Hills, California. 

The driver was deter-
mined not to be under the 
influence of alcohol, accord-

ing to a report from the Cal-
ifornia Highway Patrol. Both 
Hart and the driver suffered 
“major back injuries” and 
were “transported and treat-
ed at nearby hospitals”.

“He is good, everybody’s 
good. Thank God. He’s fine, 
he’s awake,” Parrish told TMZ 
outside the hospital where 
Hart, 40, was treated.  The ac-
tor is expected to stay in the 
hospital for a few days.

Singer Ariana Grande Sues Forever 
21 Over Look-Alike Ad Campaign

The singing superstar Ariana Grande has 
sued Forever 21 for $10 million, accusing 

the fashion retailer and a beauty company 
started by its billionaire founders’ daughters 
of piggybacking off her fame and influence to 
sell their wares. In a complaint filed on Mon-
day, Ariana said Forever 21 and 
Riley Rose misappropriated her 
name, image, likeness and music, 
including by employing a “strik-
ingly similar” looking model, in 
a website and social media cam-
paign early this year.

She said this followed the 
breakdown of talks for a joint 
marketing campaign because 
Forever 21 would not pay 
enough for “a celebrity of Ms 
Grande’s stature,” whose lon-
ger-term endorsements generate millions of 
dollars in fees.

Ariana Grande has more than 65 million 
Twitter followers and 163 million Instagram 
followers. A core part of the 26-year-old’s fan-
base overlaps Forever 21’s and Riley Rose’s 
target markets. Forever 21 and Riley Rose 
did not immediately respond on Tuesday to 
emailed requests for comment.

Founded in 1984, Forever 21 said it re-
cently had 815 stores in 57 countries. Its 

founders, Do Won and Jin Sook Chang, are 
worth $1.5 billion according to Forbes maga-
zine. Their daughters, Linda and Esther Chang, 
opened the first Riley Rose boutique in 2017.

According to Grande’s complaint, Forever 
21 and Riley Rose misappropriated at least 

30 images and videos, including by using au-
dio and lyrics from her recent No 1 single 7 
Rings, and by using the look-alike model.”The 
resemblance is uncanny,” the complaint said.

Ariana Grande’s lawsuit in Los Angeles 
federal court seeks damages for copyright 
and trademark infringement, false endorse-
ment, and violating her right of publicity. The 
case is Grande-Butera et al v Forever 21 Inc et 
al, U.S. District Court, Central District of Cali-
fornia, No. 19-07600.

Krushna Abhishek Says People Tell Him 
They’ve Forgotten Sunil Grover Since 
He Joined The Kapil Sharma Show

Ac t o r - c o m e d i -
an Krushna 

Abhishek, whose 
ROFL portrayal of 
the character Sapna 
on The Kapil Sharma 
Show has impressed 
fans, told ZoomTV 
in an interview that 
he has never been 
compared to Sunil 
Grover, who quit 
Kapil’s show after 
an ugly fight. “You 
won’t believe it but 
no one has compared 
Sapna to Gutthi till 
date. In fact, people 
tell me that ‘Jabse 
tum aaye ho, hum Sunil ko 
bhul chuke hai’. I have re-
ceived this compliment sev-
eral times,” the publication 
quoted Krushna as saying. 
Sunil Grover resigned from 
the The Kapil Sharma Show 
in 2017 because of a fall-out 
and despite rumours of a re-
union, he hasn’t worked with 
the show host since then. His 
on-screen character Gutthi 
superseded the popularity of 
even Kapil Sharma.

In his interview, Krushna 
Abhishek said he has great 
respect for Sunil Grover as an 
actor but their styles are dif-
ferent and hence, his portray-
al of Sapna has never been 
compared to Sunil Grover’s 
Gutthi or Dr Mashoor Gulati: 
“Sunil is a very good actor. 
I grade him as a very good 

actor. He has his own style. 
I have my own style. Akshay 
Kumar does a different kind 
of comedy, Govinda does a 
different kind of comedy but 
both are great in their own 
spaces. I believe that Sunil 
has a different style and his 
character doesn’t match with 
Sapna at all.”

Krushna Abhishek added 
that Sunil Grover is hardly 
ever remembered on sets 
since he joined the show: 
“No one talks about him on 
the show, too. Initially people 
did, but then we took over.”

Sunil Grover has been an 
integral part of Kapil Shar-
ma’s comedy show, whose 
popularity dipped almost 
instantly after Sunil Grover’s 
resignation in 2017. After 
quitting Kapil’s show, Sunil 
Grover made guest appear-

ances as Dr Mashoor Gula-
ti in a few promotional TV 
shows. He started his own 
show Kanpur Wale Khuranas 
in December last year, which 
failed to make noise at the 
TRP charts and eventually 
went off air earlier this year.

Kichcha Sudeep, Who 
Lost 10 Kilos For A Role, 

Says Comments On 
Physical Transformation 

Were ‘Embarrassing’

Kichcha Sudeep, who plays 
the antagonist in Salman 

Khan’s Dabangg 3, says he 
lost 10 kilos for his upcoming 
film Pailwaan and said that 
the comments he received 
for his physical transforma-
tion, though good, were ‘em-
barrassing.’ Sudeep plays a 
boxer in Kannada film Pail-
waan and he says he sports 
three looks in the movie. 
“Even though people are ob-
serving or talking about my 
look in the film in a good way 
but in the beginning, I did 
feel a bit embarrassed. This 
is worst then being dressed, 
you need to be perfect. The 
embarrassment was scary. 
Salman Khan has been into 
fitness for a long time and if 
he can feel like that in Sultan 
then what I am? I did have my 
fears. I was scared initially,” 
Sudeep told PTI.


