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Massive landslide blocks Namchi-Rangpo road

Bikash Chettri
Namchi, 28 Aug:

A massive landslide at Namchi 
View Point has complete-

ly blocked the Namchi-Rangpo 
road via Phonga, Namthang. 
Due to shooting boulders, two 

families were evacuated to safer 
location.

At Lower Gom, two houses 
were damaged out of which one 
kutcha house has been severely 
damaged. The family residing there 
has been shifted to a safer location.

Three houses at Kopchey, 
Namchi, have also been partially 
damaged. The concerned Reve-
nue Surveyors along with Disas-
ter Management Team visited 
all the spots. 

The District Administration 

was quick to respond and pro-
vided all necessary relief mate-
rials like tarpaulin and others. 
The sites were also visited by 
SHO Namchi, DE Roads Depart-
ment, DPO (Disaster Manage-
ment), BDO Namchi and others.

Positivity rate rises again, 
one more dies of Covid

Summit Report
Gangtok, 28 Aug: 

Sikkim recorded 90 fresh cases of 
novel coronavirus in the last 24 

hours taking the tally of confirmed 
cases of COVID-19 reported so far to 
29,729. These new cases were report-
ed from the testing of 810 samples on 
Friday and the daily positivity rate of 
COVID-19 has again risen to 11% com-
pared to Friday’s positivity rate of 5.2%.

On a somber note, Sikkim’s 
COVID-19 related death toll increased 
to 369 as one more person succumbed 
to coronavirus infection in the State. 
This new COVID death was reported 
from STNM hospital.

As per the daily COVID-19 report is-
sued by Integrated Disease Surveillance 
Programme of Health Department, 54 
persons tested positive for COVID-19 
in RT-PCR testing of 373 samples, while 

35 more cases were found in Rapid An-
tigen Testing of 432 samples and one 
more in TruNat testing of five samples. 

Out of 90 new cases in the State, 55 
were registered in East District, 16 in 
West District, 16 in South District and 
03 in North District.

On the other hand, 98 persons were 
discharged from home isolation on 
Friday after completing their isolation 
period to further improve the figure of 
recovered cases of COVID-19 in Sikkim 
to 27,746. The current recovery rate of 
COVID-19 in the state is 94.2%.  

The number of active cases of coro-
navirus in the State has further come 
down to 1,333. Of these, nine are cur-
rently admitted in ICU facilities of STNM 
hospital and Central Referral Hospital, 
Tadong. There are six new admissions 
of COVID patients in hospitals in the 
State.

External Affairs Minister meets Governor and CM
Summit Report
Gangtok, 28 Aug: 

Minister of State for 
External Affairs, 

Government of India, 
Meenakashi Lekhi paid a 
courtesy visit to the Chief 
Minister of Sikkim, Prem 
Singh Tamang at his of-
ficial residence, Mintok-
gang, today.

The Minister is on a 
three-day visit to the State 
and is accompanied by 
a senior officer from the 
Ministry of External Af-
fairs, Government of India. 

A press release from 
the Chief Minister’s Of-
fice informs that the 
dignitaries discussed 
various aspects related 
to the development of 
the state and also delib-
erated on continuing to 
work in close collabora-
tion under the guidance 
of the Prime Minister, 
Narendra Modi and ded-
icate more towards the 

welfare of the people of 
Sikkim.

On her arrival, the 
Minister called on Gov-

ernor of Sikkim, Ganga 
Prasad, at Raj Bhawan, 
where she was accorded 
a warm welcome by Sec-

retary Protocol, Home 
Department, Govern-
ment of Sikkim, S.K.Prad-
han, Special Secretary, 

Raj Bhawan, B.K.Lama, 
and Deputy Secretary, 
Raj Bhawan, Diwash 
Gautam.

31.2% of 18+ population receive 
both doses of Covid vaccine

Summit Report
Gangtok, 28 Aug:

As per the daily report of the Integrated Disease Surveillance Progam, 31.2% 
of the 18+ population of Sikkim have received both doses of the Covidshield 

vaccine so far. Out of 5,36,728 persons aged 18 years and above, 167,793 have 
received both doses of vaccine. 

Meanwhile, 508,419 persons have received the first dose of the vaccine so 
far. 

Amongst those vaccinated, there are 22,081 healthcare workers [11,770 
first dose & 10,311 second dose], 32,228 frontline workers [17,503 first dose 
& 14,725 second dose], 296,896 persons in the age group of 45 years & above 
[164,627 first dose & 132,269 second dose] and 325,019 persons in the age 
group of 18 to 44 years [314,519 first dose & 10,488 second dose]. 

Intellectuals have a duty to expose 
lies of state: Supreme Court Judge 

New Delhi, 28 Aug 
[NDTV]: Public intellec-
tuals have “a duty to ex-
pose the lies of the State”, 
Supreme Court Justice DY 
Chandrachud said Sat-
urday morning, stress-
ing that in a democratic 
country it is important 
to hold governments in 
check and guard against 
falsehoods, false narra-
tives and fake news.

Delivering the 6th 
Chief Justice MC Cha-
gla Memorial Lecture, 
Justice Chandrachud 
also cautioned against 
an over-reliance on the 
government to provide 
social, political, econom-
ic, cultural and, in the 
current context, medical 
truths.

He also highlight-
ed the importance of a 
“press that is free from 
influence of any kind... 
political or economic” to 
ensure that governments 
can truly be held to ac-
count for actions and pol-
icies.

“One cannot rely only 
on the State for truth. To-
talitarian governments 
are known for their con-
stant reliance on false-
hoods to consolidate 
power... we see there 
is an increasing trend 
among countries around 
the world to manipulate 
COVID-19 data,” Justice 
Chandrachud said.

His remarks have 
been viewed against the 
backdrop of concerns ex-
pressed by experts, activ-
ists and journalists that 

governments may have 
fudged Covid data to hide 
the true spread of infec-
tions.

“The phenomenon of 
fake news is on the rise. 
The WHO (World Health 
Organization) recognized 
this during the COVID 
pandemic... calling it ‘in-
fodemic’. Human beings 
have a tendency to get 
attracted to sensational 
news... which are often 
based on falsehoods,” he 
explained.

As early as February 
last year - when the pan-
demic was beginning to 
spread throughout the 
world - the WHO warned 
of a wave of fake news 
and misinformation 
emerging on social me-
dia, including “deliberate 
attempts to disseminate 
wrong information”.

Justice Chandrachud 
acknowledged that social 
media platforms like Twit-
ter and Facebook should 
be held responsible for 
false content, but said peo-
ple should be vigilant and, 
crucially, be open to read-
ing about, debating and, 
perhaps, even accepting 
different opinions.

He spoke about a 
“post-truth” world, in 
which “there is a contest 
between ‘our truth’ vs 
‘your truth’, and a ten-
dency to ignore a ‘truth’ 
not in alignment with 
one’s perception”.

“We live in a post-
truth world. Social media 
platforms are responsi-
ble... but citizens are also 

responsible. We incline 
towards echo chambers 
and don’t like oppos-
ing beliefs... we live in a 
world that is increasing-
ly divided along social, 
economic and religious 
lines,” he said.

“We only read news-
papers that align with 
our beliefs... we ignore 
books written by people 
who do not belong to our 
stream... we mute the 
TV when someone has 
a different opinion... we 
do not truly care about 
the ‘truth’ as much as we 
do about being ‘right’,” 
Justice Chandrachud ex-
plained.

“To counter fake news 
we need to strengthen 
our public institutions. 
We must ensure that we 
have a press that is free 
from influence of any 
kind... political or eco-
nomic. We need a press 
that will provide us in-
formation in an unbiased 
manner,” he added.

Justice Chandrachud 
also called for a positive 
atmosphere in schools 
and colleges - one in which 
“students can learn to dif-
ferentiate truth from false-
hood (and) question those 
in power”.

He also urged people 
to be kinder and more 
sensitive to those around 
them, saying, “We should 
not be quick to judge oth-
ers for their opinions. We 
need to remove barriers 
based on gender. caste, 
religion, language or eco-
nomic status.”

Some in Assam Police may have provoked 
mob, alleges injured Meghalaya cop 

Shillong, 28 Aug 
[PTI]: Meghalaya’s Depu-
ty Superintendent of Po-
lice Firoz Rahman, who 
was severely injured in a 
mob attack at the state’s 
border with Assam, al-
leged today that Assam 
Police did not help him 
when he was assaulted 
and this may have been 
the result of instigation by 
some of its personnel.

Mr Rahman, posted in 
the Ri-Bhoi district, was 
sent by the district admin-
istration on Wednesday 
to oversee the situation at 
Umlaper, a day after local 
people had gheraoed a 
camp set up by the Assam 
Police.

“Acting on information 

that some trouble is brew-
ing in the area, I and my 
team immediately left for 
that place. On reaching the 
disputed area, they (the 
mob) allowed us to enter 
but while coming back 
they blocked the road,” he 
told PTI.

He said he expected 
the Assam Police to pro-
vide cover but they did 
not respond to the calls 
for help.

“They (Assam Police) 
were there but they did 
not respond to our calls 
for help. Local boys start-
ed assaulting us. The Ne-
palis and Karbi people 
came and started attack-
ing me and my driver,” he 
said.

At present, the police 
officer is recuperating at 
a private hospital in Shil-
long.

On Tuesday, a team 
of the Ri-Bhoi Police and 
a contingent from Assam 
reached Umlaper after an-
gry residents, mostly Kha-
sis, dismantled a police 
camp set up in the area 
when two boys were beat-
en up the night before.

Mr Rahman and his 
team were sent to the 
area again on Wednesday 
following reports of fresh 
trouble. It was at that time 
that they were attacked.

“They started assault-
ing us and my driver was 
thrown into the nearby 
paddy field. I somehow 

managed to run away. If 
I hadn’t run away, they 
would’ve killed me!” he 
said.

“There was no prov-
ocation from our side. In 
fact, the same people talk-
ed nicely to us on Tuesday. 
But on Wednesday, they 
assaulted us. I think some 
Assam Police personnel 
may have provoked the 
crowd, since they didn’t 
come when we sought 
their help,” he said.

Mr Rahman also point-
ed out that the Assam 
Police personnel were in 
full gear during the mob 
attack.

“What was the inten-
tion (of the Assam Police) 
of wearing bulletproof 

jackets if they were not 
apprehending some trou-
ble?” he said.

“We tried to escape 
from the area but they 
(the mob) blocked our 
vehicle with some other 
vehicle. They hit me with 
a stone, and I got five-six 
stitches. My driver was 
also badly injured,” the 
police officer said.

Assam and Meghalaya 
have at least 12 border flash-
points, including Umlaper.

Chief Minister Conrad 
K Sangma and Assam CM 
Himanta Biswa Sarma 
have jointly agreed to re-
solve the long-pending 
border issue between the 
two states, having met 
twice this year.
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CM’S MESSAGE ON RASHTRIYA KHEL DIVAS

“Draw inspiration from vet-

eran sportspersons”
On the occasion of Rashtriya Khel Divas (Nation-
al Sports Day), I extend my best wishes to all the 
sportsperson of our country.

Rashtriya Khel Divas celebrates the importance 
of sports in our daily lives and is observed on the 
birth anniversary of sporting legend Major Dhyan 
Chand who is also known as ‘Wizard of Hockey’.

Sports helps in building self-confidence and 
promotes a healthy lifestyle, especially among 
the youths and can be an excellent source of 
employment. The recent Tokyo Olympics has 
showcased the potential of our athletes and 
sportspersons and I believe it will improve fur-
ther with the right amount of training, guidance 

and facilities. Once again, I congratulate all those 
who participated and those who won accolades 
for the Nation.

The state government is determined to provide 
every platform and facility to our local sportsper-
son to assist them in their career. Starting next 
year, we will be commencing with the ‘Sikkim Rajya 
Khel Puraskar’ to honour the contribution of our 
sportspersons in their respective profession. Our 
government is also upgrading the playgrounds of 
scores of schools across the state to provide basic 
facilities to our children in their foundation years.

On this day, I remember those veteran 
sportspersons who excelled in their respective 
fields with little or no resources. I acknowledge 
their achievement and urge our younger genera-
tions to draw inspiration from them and work with 
full dedication.

Holistic Rural Development 
Programme at Ratomatey 

Gyalshing, 28 Aug 
(IPR): Minister for Ag-
riculture, Horticulture 
and Animal Husbandry 
and Veterinary Services, 
Lok Nath Sharma attend-
ed a Holistic Rural De-
velopment Programme 
(HRDP), being imple-
mented by Gramin Vi-
kas Trust under Krishak 
Bharati Cooperative Lim-
ited (KRIBHCO) at Rato-
matey, under Gyalshing 
Bermiok constituency, 
West District, today. 

A total of fourteen vil-
lages under Hee Martam, 
Soreng and Gyalshing 
Block, have been identi-
fied for the implementa-
tion of Holistic Develop-
ment Rural Programme. 
The programme is being 
funded by HDFC Bank.

During the pro-
gramme, 26 beneficia-
ries from the identified 
villages received Carda-
mom saplings and Bio 
Fertiliser. Two benefi-
ciaries from each village 
received two thousand 
and seven hundred car-
damom saplings. Minis-
ter Lok Nath Sharma also 
handed over 33 goats to 
three beneficiaries from 
the adopted villages in 
special presence of the 
Advisor Animal Hus-
bandry and Veterinary 
Services, Durga Prasad 
Pradhan.

The programme also 
had the presence of Di-

rector, Horticulture, 
Sadan Tamang, Addition-
al Directors from Agri-
culture, Horticulture and 
Animal Husbandry and 
Veterinary Services, Dis-
trict Incharge, Block De-
velopments Officer Hee 
Martam, Prativa Tamang, 
Programme Manager 
of Gramin Vikash Trust  
Rajeev Kumar, National 
Project Head from Noida, 
Tripti Khanna, field func-
tionaries, Panchayats, 
Beneficiaries, Bamboo 
crafting trainees and oth-
ers.

Addressing the inau-
gural session, the Min-
ister expressed his grat-
itude to the HDFC Bank 
for utilizing the CSR fund 
on priority sectors like 
Agriculture, Horticulture 
and Animal Husband-

ry and Veterinary Ser-
vices. He acknowledged 
the Gramin Vikas Trust 
for their working spirit 
in creating opportunity 
and availing resources to 
strengthen the economy 
of rural population. 

He also threw light 
on the pivotal role of 
the Village Development 
Committee, constituted 
in every village for mon-
itoring of practices in the 
field so that the targeted 
goal of Holistic Develop-
ment can be achieved, 
successfully.

Minister Sharma also 
urged all other national-
ized banks to utilise CSR 
funds on priority sectors 
for the holistic develop-
ment and benefits of ru-
ral populations.

He also applauded 
the Bamboo creativity 

potential of Livelihood 
Business Incubation Cen-
tre and urged the train-
ees to imbibe the im-
parted training session 
properly and adequately 
utilise the obtained skill 
in generating sustain-
able source of livelihood.  
Sharma touched upon 
relentless efforts of the 
state government with 
a sole motive for the up-
liftment of every commu-
nity and development of 
the state as a whole.

Earlier, the Minister 
inaugurated the office of 
Gramin Vikas Trust and 
inspected the newly in-
stalled Charcoal cum Vin-
egar Extraction Plant. He 
also interacted with the 
trainees attending the 
ongoing Bamboo Craft-
ing session in the liveli-
hood centre.

SDF holds coordination meet at Singtam
Summit Report
Gangtok, 28 Aug:

Sikkim Democrat-
ic Front coordina-

tion meeting of Kham-
dong-Singtam constitu-
ency concluded at Sing-
tam, East Sikkim, today, 
a press release informs. 

Vice president of 
the party, GM Gurung 
chaired the meeting 
which focused on re-
vamping the Constitu-
ency Level Committee 
with participation of 
youth and members of 

the Constituency. During 
the meeting, the Cen-
tral Executive Members 
of the party interacted 
with the participants 
and shared new visions 
and ideas. 

The meeting was 
hosted by secretary 
(East), Mojesh Rai, 
while the welcome 
speech was delivered 
by CLC president, NB 
Pradhan and vote of 
thanks was presented by 
CEC, Ram Kumar Darjee.

SKM holds constituency-level 
committee meetings in West 

PRITAM LAMA
GYALSHING, 28 Aug:

West district wing of 
Sikkim Krantikari 

Morcha convened a co-
ordination meeting with 
SKM Soreng-Chakung 
Constituency-level com-
mittee today at Soreng 
party office as part of the 
series of SKM coordina-
tion meetings being held 
with Constituency-level 
committees.

The meeting was 
chaired by party’s 
vice-president in-charge, 
DB Gurung, who is also 
the SBS Chairman, and 
attended by PHE Chair-
man, Hari Narayan Sub-
edi, SKM west district 
president, A B Subba, 

general secretary, Sudesh 
Subba, district coordina-
tor, Nandu Gurung, addi-
tional Political Secretary 
to CM [West], Madhu 
Sudan Sharma, SKM Jan 
Kalyan Prokoshta Chief, 
Prabhakar Golay and 
others.

The meeting was con-
vened with CLC to under-
stand the progress at the 
grassroot level.

The party conducted 
two consecutive coordi-
nation meetings today at 
Soreng-Chakung and Da-
ramdin consecutively.

In his keynote ad-
dress, the organising 
secretary West, Sudesh 
Subba explained the idea 
behind this state-wide 

series of coordination 
meetings of the party. 

“This coordination 
meeting with Constitu-
ency-level committee is 
being conducted under 
the direction of the par-
ty president to discuss 
the party’s strategies to 
be implemented at the 
grassroot level in coming 
days. The coordination 
meetings are also being 
convened to understand 
the party’s recent devel-
opments at the grass-
roots and also to under-
stand the party’s weak-
nesses in the respective 
Constituencies and how 
to strengthen it,” he said.

During the meeting, 
open discussions were 

held wherein various 
CLC executives put forth 
their suggestions and 
feedback with the dis-
trict-level committee.

Addressing the co-
ordination meeting at 
Soreng-Chakung, DB Gu-
rung stressed on coordi-
nation with Gram Pan-
chayats at the grassroot 
level to effectively imple-
ment Government’s poli-
cies and welfare schemes 
for the people.

The coordination 
meetings started from 
Yuksam-Tashiding and 
will conclude on Sun-
day with a meeting with 
Zoom-Salghari Constitu-
ency-level committee at 
Jorethang.

STA thanks CM for prioritizing education sector
Summit Report
Gangtok, 28 Aug: 

Sikkim Teachers As-
sociation [STA] has 

expressed gratitude to 
the Chief Minister, PS 
Tamang, Education Min-
ister, KN Lepcha and 
officials of Education 
Department for giving 
priority to the education 
sector and facilitating the 
teaching fraternity with a 
platform to share and ad-
dress issues.

An STA press release 
issued by its president, 
KB Bhandari, mentions 
that a meeting chaired 
by the CM was held here 
on Friday to discuss the 
present scenario of edu-
cation and the status of 
educators in the State. 

The meeting was also 
attended by the Educa-
tion Minister, Advisor to 
the Education Depart-
ment, MP Subba, Addi-
tional Chief Secretary to 
Education Department, 
GP Upadhyaya, Secretary 
Education Department, 
Anil Raj Rai, Special Sec-
retary Education Depart-
ment, Bhim Thatal and 
other officials of the de-

partment. A 13-member 
team of STA represented 
the stakeholders led by 
STA president, KB Bhan-
dari.

It is informed that 
the meeting primarily 
focused on measures 
needed to compensate 
for the loss incurred in 
the education sector due 
to the pandemic and how 
to revitalize the goal of 
enhancing quality educa-
tion in the State. 

In the meeting, the 
present status of teachers 
and the teaching-learn-
ing process were also 
discussed. The meeting 
discussed an 18-point 
memorandum, which 
had been submitted by 
STA to the CM earlier, the 
release adds.

Other relevant issues 
included providing ave-
nues for promotion to all 
cadres of teachers, pro-
vision of availing third 

advancement grade for 
teachers, provision for 
fully paid study leave 
for teachers, providing 
tablets to students of 
Sikkim including junior 
classes were also placed 
in the meeting. The re-
lease mentions that the 
CM assured to look into 
all matters raised by STA 
and further affirmed that 
majority of the genuine 
demands would be sanc-
tioned very soon. 

Aaditya Thackeray launches 
Mumbai’s first Climate Action Plan 

Mumbai, 28 Aug [NDTV]: 
Mumbai, which has been 
battling freak weather 
conditions and erratic 
rains over the last few 
years, launched an am-
bitious plan to tackle the 
impact of climate change 
today.

The city’s civic body 
Municipal Corporation of 
Greater Mumbai (MCGM) 
launched Mumbai’s first 
climate action plan with 
technical support from 
the World Resources In-
stitute India.

As part of a network 
of the world’s megacities 
committed to addressing 
climate change - the C40 
Cities Network - Mumbai 
was “encouraged to draft 
its Climate Action Plan 
by the end of 2021 and 
is doing so in compliance 
with C40 guidelines and 
ambitious standards”, the 

city’s civic body said in a 
press release.

Maharashtra’s Envi-
ronment and Tourism 
Minister Aaditya Thac-
keray, who was present 
at the launch, tweeted, 
“I had the honour to pre-
side over the launch of 
the Mumbai Climate Ac-
tion Plan by @mybmc to 
develop a climate change 
mitigation & adaptation 
plan, taking suggestions 
from citizens and ex-
perts,

“The MCAP will fo-
cus on building the city 
and moving the citizens 
toward climate-resilient 
and sustainable develop-
ment, ensuring adapta-
tion and mitigation. From 
November onwards, the 
suggestions will be in-
cluded, and the policy 
action will initiate for 
#MumbaiClimateAction-

Plan,” he added.
Warning about the 

implications of climate 
change, especially for 
coastal cities like Mum-
bai, Aaditya Thackeray 
said, “While many of us 
believe that we have the 
luxury of time in climate 
change action, it is a 
false notion. This is the 
time to act. We must go 
beyond messaging and 
make climate change ac-
tion our policy mission 
and personal habit, en-
suring its implementa-
tion.”

Mumbai faces two 
major climate challeng-
es - urban flooding and 
increasing heat, Addi-
tional Municipal Com-
missioner Dr Sanjeev Ku-
mar said in the release. 
As a coastal city, Mumbai 
experiences high levels 
of humidity, resulting in 

humid heat, he said.
Rainfall trends over 

the last 10 years show an 
increase in extreme-rain-
fall-events (EREs) result-
ing in frequent condi-
tions of waterlogging and 
flooding, the press note 
said.

Over the next three 
months, MCGM with sup-
port from WRI India will 
conduct a series of stake-
holder consultations to 
seek feedback and rec-
ommendations from or-
ganisations and sector 
experts for the six action 
tracks, it said. This in-
cludes Sustainable Waste 
Management, Urban 
Greening and Biodiver-
sity, Urban Flooding and 
Water Resource Manage-
ment, Building Energy 
Efficiency, Air Quality 
and Sustainable Mobility, 
the release added.
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Mangan runs to join Fit India Movement

Wangchuk Bhutia
Mangan, 28 Aug: 

As a part of the ‘Azadi 
ka Amrut Mahotsav’ 

celebration to commem-
orate 75 years of India’s 
independence, the Neh-
ru Yuva Kendra, Mangan, 
today conducted ‘Fit In-
dia Freedom Run’ which 
was participated by 50 
people aged between 18-
65 years from all walks 
of life. 

The event also aimed 
to raise the spirit of pa-
triotism and conscious-
ness for health and fit-
ness.

The run was flagged 
off by Chairperson Wel-
fare Commission, Nim 
Tshering Lepcha as chief 
guest in the presence of 
SP North, Ongmu Bhu-

tia, ADM North, Sonam 
Lepcha, NYK State Di-
rector, Shibashish Baner-
jee, MEO, Mangan Nagar 
Panchayat, Tempo Bhut-
ia, president MNP, Norkit 
Lepcha, Sibasis Banerjee, 

NYK State Director, pro-
gramme coordinator, Jigmee 
Norbu Bhutia, NYK Mangan 
staff and participants.

The 2.0 marathon 
was conducted from Little 
Flower private school to 

Raffong khola via Mangan 
Lall Bazaar and culminated 
back at the starting point.  

The participants 
were handed over certif-
icates by MEO, Mangan 
Nagar Panchayat (MNP).  

SICA signs 6 guest 
players for 2021 season 

Summit Report
Gangtok, 28 Aug: 

Sikkim Cricket Associa-
tion [SICA] has signed 

three male guest play-
ers from Karnataka and 
three female cricketers 
from West Bengal and 
Mumbai by conducted 
trials at Bengaluru and 
Rangpo. 

As the Board of Con-
trol for Cricket in India 
[BCCI] announced the 
schedule for Season 
2021-22, SICA signed 
three male guest 
players - Liyan Khan, 
Karthik CA and Kran-
thi Kumar from Karna-
taka and three women 
cricketers - Rinki Ra-
jak and Manizha Mum-
taz from West Bengal 
and Jetsun Narbu Chee 
from Mumbai, informs 
a SICA press release.

The release men-
tions that SICA started 
signing guest players 
on the basis of their 
biodata and perfor-
mance since 2018. 

“SICA should give 
a platform to talented 
and youn players from 
top performing States 
who are capable and 
can be with SICA for at 
least a few years,” stat-
ed SICA president, Lob-
zang G Tenzing. 

The president also 
expressed that the 
message should be 
loud and clear for the 
cricketing fraternity 
in India that SICA not 
only promotes local 
talent but also sup-
ports many deprived 
players from top crick-
et playing States, as per 
the release.

Liyan Khan, aged 
29, is a Right-hand 
top-order batsman and 
Leg Spinner and rep-
resented Karnataka in 
Under 19, Under 23, 
Under 25 categories 
and also played Ranji 

Trophy for the State. 
He has also represent-
ed South Zone in the 
Under-19 category.

Kranthi Kumar, 
aged 28, a Right-hand 
batsman and Right-
arm medium-fast 
bowler has represent-
ed Karnataka in Under 
19, Under 22, Under 
25 categories and List 
A matches. Along with 
Liyan Khan, he has 
also represented South 
Zone in the Under-19 
category and was en-
rolled in the BCCI Spe-
cialist Academy. Kran-
thi has also played for 
Hubli Tigers in Karnata-
ka Premier League.

Karthik CA, aged 28, 
is a top-order batsman 
and the right-arm me-
dium-fast bowler and 

was in the probables 
of Karnataka in Syed 
Mushtaq Ali Trophy 
and Vijay Hazare Tro-
phy. He was part of the 
age categories team of 
the state in Under 19, 
Under 23, and Under 
25. Karthik played for 
Ballari Tuskers in Kar-
nataka Premier League.

Rinki Rajak, aged 
22, is a Right-hand 
batter and right-arm 
off-spinner. She has 
represented Bengal for 
4 years in various cat-
egories and has been 
part of the All-India 
Super League, East 
Zone Under 19 team in 
one day. She is also as-
sociated with Sikkim 
since the 2019-20 sea-
son and is the leading 
scorer for Sikkim in 

both U-23 and Senior 
categories.

Manizha Mumtaz, 
aged 20, a Right-hand 
batter and right-arm 
medium pace bowler 
and has been playing 
cricket for over seven 
years and represented 
Bengal and Mizoram 
in the Under-23 cate-
gory and also led the 
Mizoram side as a cap-
tain.

Jetsun Narbu Chee, 
aged 16, is a Right-
hand wicket-keeper 
batsman. She is a part 
of the Under 16 Mum-
bai team and was in the 
probables of Mumbai 
in Under-19 and senior 
categories. In 2018-19, 
she was awarded the 
MI Junior Best Wick-
et-Keeper.

Assam floods af-
fect over 1.33 lakh 
across 11 districts 
Guwahati, 28 Aug 
[NDTV]: The flood situa-
tion in Assam is worsen-
ing after over 1.33 lakh 
people across 11 districts 
were affected, a bulle-
tin issued by the state’s 
disaster management 
agency on Friday said.

Districts affected by 
floods due to heavy rain-
fall in catchment areas 
are Biswanath, Bongaiga-
on, Chirang, Dhemaji, 
Dibrugarh, Jorhat, Lakh-
impur, Majuli, Sivasagar, 
Sonitpur and Tinsukia.

So far 243 villages 
have been affected due to 
flooding of the Brahma-
putra and its tributaries.

Fortunately no loss of 
lives (human or animal) 
have been reported so far, 
the bulletin said.

162 people and 40 an-
imals have been evacuat-
ed with the help of boats 
so far.

6,217 people have 
taken shelter in 66 relief 
camps set up by the dis-
trict administrations of 
Bongaigaon and Chirang. 
Five camps in Dhemaji 
district and three more in 
Tinsukia are on standby.

India records 46,759 
COVID-19 cases, 509 deaths

New Delhi, Aug 28 
(PTI): With 46,759 peo-
ple testing positive for 
COVID-19 in a span of 24 
hours, India’s infection 
tally rose to 3,26,49,947 
on Saturday, while the 
count of active cases reg-
istered an increase for 
the fourth consecutive 
day, according to Union 
Health Ministry data.

The death toll has 
climbed to 4,37,370 with 
509 more fatalities being 
recorded, according to 
the data updated at 8 am.

The number of active 
cases has now increased 
to 3,59,775 which com-
prises 1.10 per cent of the 
total infections. The na-
tional COVID-19 recovery 
rate was recorded at 97.56 
per cent, the ministry said.

An increase of 14,876 
cases has been recorded 
in the active COVID-19 
caseload in a span of 24 
hours.

The count of daily 
new cases has stayed 
below 50,000 for 62 con-
secutive days now, the 
ministry said.

Also, 17,61,110 coro-
navirus tests were con-
ducted in the country on 
Friday, taking the cumu-
lative number of such ex-
aminations done so far to 
51,68,87,602.

The daily positivity 
rate was recorded at 2.66 
per cent. It has been be-
low three per cent for the 
last 33 days.

The weekly positivity 
rate was recorded at 2.19 
per cent. This has been 
below three per cent for 
64 days now, according 
to the Health Ministry.

The number of people 
who have recuperated 
from the disease surged 
to 3,18,52,802, while the 
case fatality rate stands 
at 1.34 per cent, the data 
stated.

India administered a re-
cord 1,03,35,290 COVID-19 
vaccine doses on Friday. 
With this, the coronavirus 
vaccination coverage in the 
country surpassed 62.29 
crore, as per provisional re-
ports till 7 am on Saturday, 
the ministry said.

This has been 
achieved through 
67,19,042 sessions, it 
added.

India’s COVID-19 in-
fection tally had crossed 
the 20-lakh mark on Au-
gust 7 last year, 30 lakh 
on August 23, 40 lakh on 
September 5, 50 lakh on 
September 16, 60 lakh on 
September 28, 70 lakh 
on October 11, 80 lakh 
on October 29, 90 lakh 
on November 20 and one 
crore on December 19.

The country crossed 
the grim milestone of 
two crore infections on 
May 4 this year and three 
crore on June 23.

The 509 new fatal-
ities include 179 from 
Kerala and 170 from Ma-
harashtra.
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Democracy Is 
About Listening

Bully at Your Own Risk

A friend narrated an interesting episode recently. He was 
on board an evening flight out of Kolkata. In these days 

of slow economies when airlines are not even maintaining 
their fleets properly, it comes as no surprise that they are 
also cutting back on housekeeping expenses. As a result, this 
plane was infested with mosquitoes. Yes, even that happened 
despite all the sanitizing protocols. Everyone was swatting 
around until one of the passengers called in the stewards and 
requested them to do something about the machchars. The 
hostess said they could do nothing about it and pointed out 
that even they had to deal with the pesky insects. This hap-
pened recently, so there was the worry of dengue and malaria 
as well. This passenger kept complaining. All anyone wanted 
was for something to be done. Even a polite excuse might have 
worked. The plane had not yet taken off. A few minutes later, 
the captain radioed the air traffic controllers “reporting” that 
one of the passengers had become a dangerous nuisance and 
needed to be disembarked. This person was being obnoxious 
at worst, not a dangerous nuisance and the only potentially 
dangerous presence in the plane was the swarm of mosqui-
toes and the officials would not even tortoise-coil them away. 
The Captain, as the friend put it, did what the Indian state 
invariably does when it cannot or does not want to reason 
with someone – brand them a nuisance/ spoilsport/ antina-
tional etc and get rid of them. In another incident, the other 
day a cabbie was pulled over by a traffic cop who had received 
a wireless alert claiming that the vehicle had stopped at an 
unauthorized spot to pick up a passenger. The driver insisted 
that he had allowed in a passenger at a traffic jam (not of his 
making) and the passenger attested to as much. The cop was 
gruff and insisted he had to do his job. The cabbie had two 
choices – cough up the fine then and there or go to court, fight 
it, waste time and pay double if he loses. 

If you are in the airline business, you will see nothing 
wrong in what the air crew in the first instance did. If you are 
taxi driver, vehicle owner or even a regular commuter, you 
will empathise with the challaned taxi driver because we have 
witnessed too many instances when traffic rules and driv-
ing etiquette are applied exclusively on the lay citizens and 
don’t exist for anyone in khaki (and also the two shades of 
blue in Sikkim’s case). We also see such attitudes manifest 
from positions of authority every time they even suspect 
a hint of emancipation rising in the cattle class (the mango 
people, as we like to call them nowadays). Sample what hap-
pened with the govt-student clash in 2014. Officials at HRDD 
were stereotypically pompous in addressing the concerns 
raised by the students, the college management was typically 
spineless in discussing the issue and the cops played to role 
when they went at the kids with rolls instead of some more 
patience just because the kids were not being quickly obedi-
ent enough. That day, however, the kids had had enough. They 
pushed back. Hard. Even though we have done everything to 
infantilize them by dictating their syllabus and routines and 
putting them into uncomfortable uniforms, they had shuffled 
through enough humiliation for the day. Later, the authorities 
continued to talk down to them during negotiations, and the 
young, who had never been allowed to think for themselves 
made poor negotiators unable to either frame their demands 
or conditions with any coherence or build consensus on what 
was to be done. Soon, the issue spilled out of the campus and 
everyone with an axe to grind against the government, the 
administration and all its other manifestations took to the 
streets and even slapped down the students when they said 
they wanted out. 

There are lessons to be learned from all this, and the first 
one is for the authorities to realize that India is not a colony 
anymore. The cops maintain law & order for the benefit of the 
people and are not given uniforms and authority to keep the 
people in line. Air crews were given the power to deplane pas-
sengers because an out of control passenger midair posed a 
safety risk. They cannot throw off people for being obnoxious 
just as cops cannot be allowed a free run to interpret rules as 
they want and enforce them as they please. One understands 
the difficulties of allowing freedoms while enforcing order, 
but come on, we had seven decades to figure that one out. 
Democracy allows us safe releases for pent up frustrations, 
dissents and disagreements, but we plug those every time we 
allow authority to play the bully and impose indignities on the 
people. Then, occasionally the people explode. In Sikkim, such 
outbursts do not have any lasting effects, but always leave a 
bad aftertaste. There is no need to suffer those when it could 
have been avoided and healthier democracy created in its lieu. 

Assassinations and Invasions – how the US and France 
shaped Haiti’s long history of political turmoil

Jean Eddy Saint Paul
theconversation.com
The powerful earthquake that 
struck Haiti on Aug. 14, 2021, fol-
lowed a long series of natural and 
human-caused disasters to rock the 
country. Unfortunately, if history 
offers any clues, earthquake relief 
efforts will be complicated by the 
nation’s recent political unrest.

President Jovenel Moïse was 
assassinated less than six weeks 
earlier, on July 7. Many Haitians felt 
hatred for the controversial presi-
dent who, while running for office, 
was bribed by the oligarchy that has 
run Haiti’s economy since the 19th 
century.

Moïse campaigned on a promise 
to feed the starving population. But 
he failed to ensure a fairer distribu-
tion of wealth. He soon became an 
unpopular president who increas-
ingly ruled as an autocrat.

As a sociology professor who 
has written extensively on Haitian 
politics, I predicted Moïse’s assas-
sination. 

That’s because Moïse remained 
defiant in the face of mass protests 
in 2019, refusing to heed calls for 
his resignation amid fuel shortages 
and spiraling inflation.

There was also a palpable split 
between Moïse and powerful busi-
ness magnates as the country’s eco-
nomic crisis worsened.

PRESIDENTIAL ASSASSINA-
TIONS IN HAITI

Moïse is the latest of five Haitian 
presidents to be killed in office since 
the country’s founding in 1804.

Power struggles and strong eco-
nomic interests, both local and with 
other nations – mainly the United 
States – have motivated those assas-
sinations. Throughout Haitian his-
tory, the U.S. has been actively en-
gaged in undermining the legitima-
cy of Haitian leaders who refused to 
bow to American imperialism.

Jean-Jacques Dessalines, Hai-
ti’s founding father, proclaimed 
the country’s independence from 

France on Jan. 1, 1804, after a 12-
year war.

One of his first executive orders 
was intended to prevent the abuse 
of land ownership. It called for a fair 
distribution of land among racial 
groups in a country that had won 
independence because of strategic 
alliances among Blacks, biracial 
people and a few white soldiers.

Dessalines is often portrayed 
by mainstream media as a cannibal 
and assassin. That’s because he was 
abhorred by white Europeans and 
Americans – leaders of the global 
economic system who were intimi-
dated by the Haitian Revolution.

Additionally, the elites in Des-
salines’ circle disapproved of the 
power he had concentrated, and 
they assassinated him on Oct. 17, 
1806.

His death accelerated Haiti’s po-
litical disintegration. 

THE MONROE DOCTRINE AND 
POLITICAL ASSASSINATIONS

The 30 billion euros in today’s 
currency that Haitian President 
Jean-Pierre Boyer agreed to pay 
France in 1825 as compensation for 
property losses during the war has 
destabilized the country.

It has also allowed foreign pow-
ers to undermine Haiti’s sovereign-
ty.

In 1823, the U.S. passed the 
Monroe Doctrine, which says “that 
the American continents … are 
henceforth not to be considered as 
subjects for future colonization by 
any European powers.” The decla-
ration, meant to keep Europe out 
of the continent, has justified U.S. 
interventions in the region.

Between 1889 and 1891, the 
U.S. unsuccessfully negotiated 
with Haiti to acquire the Môle St. 
Nicholas port, which would have 
given it a military foothold in the 
Caribbean.

More than 20 years later, the 
murder of President Vilbrun Guil-
laume Sam offered the U.S. the 
perfect rationale to invade Haiti.

On same day as Sam’s assas-
sination, July 28, 1915, Woodrow 
Wilson authorized the American 
warship USS Washington to invade 
Haiti. The U.S. occupied Haiti until 
1934.

During that occupation, U.S. of-
ficials altered Haiti’s Constitution 
to allow foreigners to become land-
owners. That change also gave the 
U.S. control of Haiti’s customs agen-
cy and finances.

Racial discrimination and seg-
regation were the norm in the U.S. 
South at the time, and most U.S. Ma-
rines sent to Haiti were Southern-
ers, accustomed to Jim Crow.

This Southern influence among 
U.S. Marines played a big role in Hai-
tian history. During the occupation, 
the U.S. picked only light-skinned 
Haitians to serve as presidents. And 
after 19 years in the country, the 
U.S. left behind a racially divided so-
ciety that remains intact today.

US-TRAINED ARMY
The U.S. also trained the Haitian 

military ideologically to defend U.S. 
interests. These forces eventual-
ly engineered many coups against 
Haitian leaders who were pop-
ular with locals but rejected by 
the U.S.

Between 1946 and 1950, un-
der the presidency of Dumarsais 
Estimé, Haiti enjoyed political 
and social stability. However, on 
May 10, 1950, Paul-Eugène Ma-
gloire, trained during the U.S. oc-
cupation, overthrew Estimé and 
changed Haiti’s political trajec-
tory.

Magloire established a cor-
rupt political regime. Then the 
army provided support for U.S.-
backed François “Papa Doc” Du-
valier, from his presidential elec-
tion in 1957 to the establishment 
in 1959 of his dictatorship.

In 1959, Duvalier created the 
Tontons Macoutes, a paramilitary 
group trained by U.S. Marines that 
killed more than 60,000 Haitians. 
The Duvalier regime, led by Papa 

Doc’s son Jean-Claude after his 
death in 1971, lasted until 1986.

THE ARISTIDE ERA
Between 1991 and 2004, Presi-

dent Jean-Bertrand Aristide – who 
won over Haitians with his anti-im-
perialism – was overthrown twice 
by the Haitian military.

On Sept. 29, 1991, the army, with 
CIA help, removed Aristide from 
power for his nationalistic views, 
and for his attempts to hold ac-
countable powerful business lead-
ers with strong ties to Washington.

On Oct. 15, 1994, amid huge 
protests, the Bill Clinton adminis-
tration restored Aristide to power, 
after Washington coerced him to 
sign l’Accord de Paris, an agreement 
to reinforce the implementation of 
market-oriented reform policies in 
Haiti that reduced local influence 
over the economy.

Aristide was forced to privatize 
social services and public institu-
tions, and he had to facilitate the 
entry of foreign agricultural goods 
into the Haitian market. These 
moves undermined the economy 
and compromised Haiti’s social de-
velopment.

In 2000, Aristide again won the 
presidency. But a February 2004 
coup, engineered by Washington 
and Paris, overthrew him once 
more.

Under foreign influence, Haitian 
politicians have been unable to de-
velop a stable society for their fel-
low citizens. Because of their lack 
of vision and their erroneous con-
ception of political power, they have 
given powerful transnational forces 
the opportunity to shape Haiti’s po-
litical leadership.

Both Democratic and Republi-
can U.S. politicians have imposed 
on Haitian society a political lead-
ership supportive of U.S. interests 
but noxious for any nation-building 
project on the Caribbean island.

[the writer is Professor of 
Sociology, Brooklyn College]

Five ways to help your dog 
live a longer, healthier life

Jacqueline Boyd
theconversation.com

As anyone who has ever lived with a dog will 
know, it often feels like we don’t get enough 

time with our furry friends. Most dogs only live 
around ten to 14 years on average – though 
some may naturally live longer, while others 
may be predisposed to certain diseases that can 
limit their lifespan.

But what many people don’t know is that hu-
mans and dogs share many genetic similarities 
– including a predisposition to age-related can-
cer. This means that many of the things humans 
can do to be healthier and longer lived may also 
work for dogs.

Here are just a few ways that you might help 
your dog live a longer, healthier life.

1. WATCH THEIR WAISTLINE
One factor that’s repeatedly linked with lon-

gevity across a range of species is maintaining a 
healthy bodyweight. That means ensuring dogs 
aren’t carrying excess weight, and managing 
their calorie intake carefully. Not only will a lean, 
healthy bodyweight be better for your dog in the 
long term, it can also help to limit the impact of 
certain health conditions, such as osteoarthritis.

Carefully monitor and manage your dog’s 
bodyweight through regular weighing or body 
condition scoring – where you look at your 
dog’s physical shape and “score” them on a scale 
to check whether they’re overweight, or at a 
healthy weight. Using both of these methods to-
gether will allow you to identify weight changes 
and alter their diet as needed.

Use feeding guidelines as a starting point for 
how much to feed your dog, but you might need 
to change food type or the amount you feed to 
maintain a healthy weight as your dog gets old-
er, or depending on how much activity they get. 
Knowing exactly how much you are feeding your 
dog is also a crucial weight-management tool – 
so weigh their food rather than scooping it in by 
eye.

More generally, good nutrition can be linked 
to a healthy ageing process, suggesting that 
what you feed can be as important as how much 
you feed. “Good” nutrition will vary for each dog, 
but be sure to look for foods that are safe, tasty 

and provide all the nutrients your 
dog needs.

2. PLENTY OF WALKS
Exercise has many physiolog-

ical and psychological benefits, 
both for our dogs (and us). Phys-
ical activity can help to manage 
a dog’s bodyweight, and is also 
associated with anti-ageing ef-
fects in other genetically similar 
species.

While exercise alone won’t 
increase your dog’s lifespan, it 
might help protect you both from 
carrying excess bodyweight. And 
indeed, research suggests that 
“happy” dog walks lead to both 
happy dogs and people.

3. TEACH THEM NEW TRICKS
Ageing isn’t just physical. Keeping your dog’s 

mind active is also helpful. Contrary to the pop-
ular adage, you can teach old dogs new tricks 
– and you might just keep their brain and body 
younger as a result.

Even when physical activity might be limited, 
explore alternative low-impact games and pur-
suits, such as scentwork that you and your dog 
can do together. Using their nose is an inherently 
rewarding and fun thing for dogs to do, so train-
ing dogs to find items by scent will exercise them 
both mentally and physically.

Other exercise such as hydrotherapy – a type 
of swimming exercise – might be a good option 
– especially for dogs who have conditions which 
affect their ability to exercise as normal.

4. BONDING
Like many companion animals, dogs develop 

a clear attachment to their caregivers. The hu-
man-dog bond likely provides companionship – 
and often, dog lovers describe them as a family 
member.

A stable caregiver-dog bond can help main-
tain a happy and mutually beneficial partner-
ship between you and your dog. It can also help 
you recognise subtle changes in your dog’s be-
haviour or movement that might signal potential 
concerns.

Where there is compatability between care-

giver and dog, this leads to a better relationship 
– and even benefits for owners, too, including 
stress relief and exercise. Sharing positive, fun 
experiences with your dog, including playing 
with them, are great for cementing your bond.

5. DON’T SKIP VET VISITS
Modern veterinary medicine has seen sub-

stantial improvements in preventing and man-
aging health concerns in dogs. Successful vacci-
nation and parasite management programmes 
have effectively reduced the incidence of disease 
in both dogs and humans – including toxocari-
asis, which can be transmitted from dog faeces 
to humans, and rabies, which can be transmitted 
dog-to-dog or dog-to-human.

Having a good relationship with your vet will 
allow you to tailor treatments and discuss your 
dog’s needs. Regular health checks can also be 
useful in identifying any potential problems at a 
treatable stage – such as dental issues or osteo-
arthritis – which can cause pain and negatively 
impact the dog’s wellbeing.

At the end of the day, it’s a combination of 
our dog’s genetics and the environment they live 
in that impacts their longevity. So while we can’t 
change their genetics, there are many things we 
can do to improve their health that may just help 
them live a longer, healthier life.

[tehw writer is Senior Lecturer in Ani-
mal Science, Nottingham Trent University]
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6 drug peddlers held in Guwahati
Guwahati, Aug 28 
(PTI): Assam Police have 
arrested six suspected 
drug traffickers with 
psychotropic substances 
and seized a large quan-
tity of illegal IMFL in the 
city in separate opera-
tions, a police spokesper-
son said on Saturday.
The operations were con-
ducted over the last two 
days in different parts of 
the city, he added.

Four suspected drug 
peddlers, all in their 
twenties, were appre-
hended from Pub-Sara-
nia area of the city, the 
spokesperson said.

Altogether 2.79 gm 
heroin packed in 28 plas-
tic vials, two air rifles 
and seven mobile phones 
were seized from their 
possession, he said.

“The recovered ma-
terial was seized as per 
procedure and a case un-
der NDPS Act registered,” 
he added.

Earlier on Friday, a 
woman was arrested 
from Gorchuk area and 
14 plastic vials contain-
ing brown sugar was 
seized from her posses-

sion, the spokesperson 
said.

Another woman, 
hailing from Aizawl in 
Mizoram, was appre-
hended from a hotel 
room in Bhangagarh area 
of the city on Thursday 
and approximately 8,500 
meth tablets seized from 

her possession, he fur-
ther said.

The woman had come 
from Meghalaya capital 
Shillong and was staying 
in the hotel when she 
was arrested, he added.

In a separate oper-
ation, based on a tip-
off, police conducted a 

search at a parking lot in 
Betkuchi area on Friday 
night and recovered 20 
cartons of beer, stored 
without any permission, 
the spokesperson said.

Earlier on Friday, 90 
bottles of IMFL, kept 
hidden in a car, were 
seized from a dhaba, 

which did not have li-
cense to sell liquor, from 
Basistha area.

Nearly 100 bottles of 
IMFL were also seized 
from two other eateries 
without liquor selling li-
cense from Basistha area 
on Thursday night, the 
spokesperson added.

Arunachal Pradesh logs 
126 new COVID-19 cases

Itanagar, Aug 28 
(PTI): Arunachal 
Pradesh reported 126 
new COVID-19 cas-
es pushing the tally to 
52,760, a senior health 
official said here on Sat-
urday.

The COVID-19 death 
toll in the frontier state 
remained at 260, as no 
new fatality due to the 
disease was reported in 
the last 24 hours, State 
Surveillance Officer 
(SSO) Dr Lobsang Jampa 
said.

The Capital Complex 
Region recorded the 
highest number of fresh 
cases at 26, followed 
by West Kameng (17), 
Dibang Valley (15), Low-
er Subansiri (13), Lower 
Dibang Valley (9) and six 
each from West Siang and 
Tawang, the official said.

Fresh cases each were 
also reported from Pap-
umpare, Lower Siang, Pa-
kke Kessang, Lohit, East 
Siang, Upper Siang, Tirap, 
Namsai, Kamle, Anjaw, 
Kra Daadi, Siang and Up-
per Subansiri districts, 
the SSO said.

Of the fresh cas-
es, 117 were detected 
through rapid antigen 
test, 4 through RT-PCR 
and 5 through TrueNAT 
method, the official 
said.

Arunachal Pradesh 
currently has 1,112 
active COVID-19 cases, 
while 51,388 people 
have recovered from 
the disease, including 
164 patients on Friday, 
Jampa said.

The COVID-19 recov-
ery rate in the state is 
now 97.40 per cent while 

the active percentage 
stands at 2.11 and the 
positivity rate at 3.75 per 
cent, the official said.

The Capital Complex 
Region - comprising Ita-
nagar, Naharlagun, Nirju-
li and Banderdewa areas 
- has the highest number 
of active cases at 240, fol-
lowed by Lower Suban-
siri (110), West Kameng 
(107), Papumpare (83) 
and Upper Siang with 81 
cases.

Altogether, 10,47,648 
samples have been tested 
for COVID-19 in the state 
so far, including 3,355 on 
Friday, Jampa said.

Meanwhile, State Im-
munisation Officer (SIO) 
Dr Dimong Padung said 
that a total of 10,62,840 
people have been admin-
istered COVID-19 vaccine 
doses so far in the state.

CIPACA expands to Tripura, sets up new ICU
Chennai, Aug 28 (PTI): 
Healthcare service pro-
vider CIPACA (Chennai 
Interventional Pulmon-
ology and Critical Care 
Associates) said it com-
menced operations in 
the northeastern State of 
Tripura on Saturday, ac-
cording to an official.
CIPACA, engaged in es-
tablishing and managing 
state-of-the-art intensive 
care units (ICUs) in ru-
ral hospitals, on Friday 

opened a 24x7 ICU by 
partnering with 60-bed-
ded Unakoti Nursing 
Care and Hospital in the 
northeastern State.

“CIPACA has been 
recognised as the best 
rural provider of ICUs. 
We believe setting up 
an ICU in Kailashahar 
in that State is the be-
ginning of a new era in 
healthcare transforma-
tion of rural Tripura,” 
managing director of 

Unakoti Nursing Care 
and Hospital Dr Satyajit 
Pal said in a press state-
ment here.

Kailashahar is sit-
uated about 140 kms 
from Tripura. Unakoti 
Nursing Care would be 
the 13th hospital of CI-
PACA, where it has set 
up ICUs.

Managing director 
of CIPACA Dr Raja Am-
arnath said, “Our tie-up 
will ensure ICU facility 

for the rural population. 
Our rural ICU mission 
continues to get a boost 
with more and more 
hospitals as small 
towns are coming for-
ward to build ICUs,” he 
added.

Recently, MS 
Multi-specialty Hos-
pital at Pitapuram in 
east Godavari district 
of Andhra Pradesh 
launched ICU opera-
tions in partnership 

with CIPACA.
The 21-bedded MS 

Multi-Specialty Hospital 
tied up with CIPACA to 
provide care to people 
in about 50 villages of 
neighbouring Kakinada 
and Vishakapatnam of 
the southern State.

CIPACA has planned 
to set up over 500 ICU 
beds in the next two-
three years from the 
existing 300-plus, the 
statement added.

Nagaland reports 63 new 
COVID-19 cases, 2 more deaths
Kohima, Aug 27 (PTI): 
Nagaland’s COVID-19 
tally rose to 29,841 on 
Friday as 63 more peo-
ple tested positive for 
the infection, while two 
fresh fatalities pushed 
the death toll to 614, a 
health bulletin said.

Dimapur district 
registered the highest 
number of new cases at 

24, followed by Kohima 
at 14 and Mokokchung 
at 10.

The death of two 
COVID-19 patients was 
reported from Dimapur 
district.

Nagaland now has 
818 active cases, while 
27,535 people have 
recovered thus far, in-
cluding 78 on Friday. As 
many as 874 COVID-19 

patients have migrated 
to other states.

The recovery rate 
of coronavirus patients 
has improved to 92.27 
per cent from 92.20 per 
cent on Thursday.

The state has tested 
314,028 samples for 
COVID-19 and inocu-
lated 846,130 people 
thus far.

Sha’Carri Richardson’s Eugene flop 
suggests a case of too much too soon

Andrew Lawrence
London, 28 Aug 
[theGuardian]: Mujin-
ga Kambundji. Javianne 
Oliver. Barbara Pierre. 
They are but a sampling 
of the women who have 
brought up the rear in 
the 100m dash at the Pre-
fontaine Classic in recent 
years. If those names are 
news to you, it’s probably 
because the TV networks 
tend not to go out of their 
way to spotlight the big-
gest losers.

The notable excep-
tion of course came 
during last Saturday’s 
edition of the Pre, a hot-
ly anticipated Diamond 
League showcase that 
would mark the return 
of Sha’Carri Richard-
son from a monthlong, 
THC-triggered drug sus-
pension that cost her a 
spot in the 2020 Olym-
pics – and on the same 
Hayward Field where 
she stole hearts from 
Eugene to Yokohama af-
ter clocking a 10.86 to 
win the US trials. What’s 
more, Richardson would 
be going toe-to-toe with 
Elaine Thompson-Herah, 
Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce 
and Shericka Jackson – 
the fearsome Jamaican 
trio that locked out the 
100m podium in Tokyo.

So this was a heavy-
weight exhibition, the 
rare women’s sprint race 
that completely over-
shadows the men’s. And 
Richardson would do 
more than her part to 
stoke the hype through 
snarky tweets, a Nicki 
Minaj-inspired TikTok 
video, and an acrylic 
nail-tapping Nike advert 
scored to Aretha Frank-
lin’s ‘Young, Gifted and 

Black’ that ran moments 
before the starting gun. 
(“If you need me,” Rich-
ardson says in the spot, 
“I’ll be at the finish line, 
waiting.”) In a pre-race 
news conference with 
the three Jamaicans, 
Richardson came out 
swinging like a prize-
fighter at a weigh-in. “I’m 
not starstruck,” she said 
with a giggle.

In the end the world 
was left dumbstruck. 
Racing in Lane 5, center 
stage on the track, Rich-
ardson finished ninth out 
of nine sprinters with a 
time of 11.14. Behind her 
aforementioned compa-
triot Oliver and the Swit-
zerland-born Kambund-
ji – who took sixth and 
seventh, respectively. Be-
hind former Texas Long-
horn Teahna Daniels, 
who came in fourth. And 
well behind the three Ja-
maicans, who locked out 
the podium again in ex-
actly the same order they 
did in Tokyo.

Any one of those po-
dium-finishers would’ve 
been a deserving post-
race interview – not 
least Thompson-Herah, 
whose winning, windless 
10.54 time was five-hun-
dredths off of Flo-Jo’s 
mountainous all-time 
mark. But instead NBC – 
in a heat to prove its bun-
gled Olympics coverage 
was no fluke, apparently 
– zeroed in on Richardson, 
and she unraveled on live 
TV. “Talk all the shit you 
want,” she said, chopping 
the air with her hands 
when she wasn’t giggling 
more. “I’m the sixth-fast-
est woman in this game, 
ever. And can’t nobody 
ever take that from me.”

Not surprisingly, Rich-
ardson’s invitation to rid-
icule was swiftly taken up 
on social media by rafts of 
pot-clapping Jamaicans; 
they were too delighted 
to point out that Richard-
son’s 11.14 time wouldn’t 
have medaled at Champs 
and post memes of Fra-
ser-Pryce breezing past 
Richardson in the back-
ground while shooting 
NBC’s camera a playful 
glance that seemed to say 
Is this your queen? Even 
Minaj had to pile on.

Not long thereafter 
Richardson deepened 
the embarrassment by 
pulling out of the 200m. 
While her peers continue 
to push one another this 
week at the next Diamond 
League stop in Lausanne, 
Richardson has retreat-
ed to social media, where 
she continued to urge on 
her haters after liking a 
post disparaging Jamai-
ca as a nation of barefoot 
coconut eaters. Which is 
to say, this person doesn’t 
much resemble the one 
who appeared on the 
Today show in the wake 
of her drug suspension, 
owned up to her trans-
gression and committed 
to “heal myself”. Still: 
Not even those missteps 
much dented empathy 
for Richardson at home – 
particularly among Black 
observers who saw her as 
yet another Black woman 
who is getting torn down 
for being too authentic. 
(Never mind the eight 
Black women who fin-
ished ahead of her, or the 
audacity of this “uplift our 
queen” argument coming 
from guys like the rapper 
Tory Lanez – the same 
guy who shot ex-girlfriend 

Megan Thee Stallion in the 
foot barely a year ago.

Richardson even had 
Allyson Felix in her cor-
ner. “She’s obviously been 
through so much, and I 
hope that she’s support-
ed,” she said during a 
Jimmy Kimmel Live! ap-
pearance on Monday. “She 
has a great personality, 
and she’s brought a lot of 
attention to the sport.” 
But Richardson wasn’t 
having any of the 11-time 
Olympic medalist’s flat-
tery. “Encouraging words 
on TV shows are just as 
real as well nothing at all,” 
was how she captioned an 
Instagram story two days 
later.

It’s one thing not to 
be cowed by a nation that 
takes track more seriously 
than Americans take any-
thing. It’s another to attack 
Felix; in addition to being 
a fellow American and the 
most decorated track and 
field athlete ever, she is 
also one of the one kind-
est, most sincere people 
in all of sports. That Rich-
ardson could read Felix’s 
remarks as shady makes 
you wonder if maybe all 
this notoriety is a little too 
much too soon.

It bears reminding: 
Most of us met Richard-
son in Eugene not long af-
ter she lost her biological 
mother, a persistent modi-
fier that suggests a compli-
cated relationship. On top of 
that, she had to grapple with 
the public embarrassment 
of losing out on her Olympic 
dream because of the bad 
choice she made to cope 
with a personal night-
mare. Her perseverance 
through it all is what won 
her so much support in 
the first place.
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Cristiano Ronaldo held Juventus back: just 
what is it that Manchester United see in him?

Jonathan Wilson
London, 28 Aug 
[theGuardian]: Wel-
come to Unitedland! 
With an array of nostalgic 
installations and familiar 
faces, there’s something 
for everyone to enjoy! 
Gawp at the scorer of the 
winning goal from the 
1999 Champions League 
in his very own technical 
area! Gaze on the goal-
scorer from the 2008 
Champions League final 
grazing just outside the 
penalty area! Even the 
roof has that retro feel! 
Season tickets start at 
just £532.

There was a time 
when clubs found jobs for 
former players gladhand-
ing in corporate hospital-
ity. Manchester United 
have gone much further. 
With Ole Gunnar Solsk-
jær installed as manager 
and Cristiano Ronaldo up 
front, you wonder which 
other former greats can 
be brought back to the 
Old Trafford theme park. 
Martin Edwards in the 
boardroom? Gary Bailey 
back in nets? The tooth-
pick-chewing ghost of 
Billy Meredith on the 
wing? A labyrinthodon 
who once roamed New-
ton Heath let loose on the 
shabby concourse?

Of course there is an 
appeal in bringing back 
a former great – even 
one who until lunchtime 
on Friday seemed per-
fectly happy to join their 
cross-city rivals. Equally 
there is an appeal in see-
ing a popular former star 
dressed in the manager’s 
suit, even if he does quite 
often end up looking sad 
in press conferences. But 
that fondness clouds the 
judgement – as is made 
clear by all those delight-
ed tweets celebrating the 
return of the king. It’s no 

different to all those un-
willing to contemplate 
criticising Solskjær on 
the grounds that out-
siders can’t understand 
what he means to Unit-
ed fans. Perhaps not – 
although all clubs have 
their heroes – but that 
doesn’t make him a good 
manager. Wishful think-
ing may bump up the 
share price, but it never 
won trophies.

There may even be 
celebration that United 
have pinched Ronaldo 
from City, just as there 
was when they swooped 
to prevent Alexis Sán-
chez moving to the Eti-
had – and look how that 
worked out. In fact, Ron-
aldo is so unsuited to 
City, who seemingly were 
only ever interested in a 
free transfer for all their 
apparent need for a cen-
tral goalscorer, as to raise 
the mischievous thought 
that this has worked out 
rather well for them, sad-
dling a rival with an age-
ing player who will drain 
resources and disrupt 
tactical development. 

Call it the Alexis Sánchez 
Protocol.

United’s need is for 
a central midfielder to 
link the two halves of 
the side. They have ap-
parently held back on an 
attempt to sign Declan 
Rice for financial reasons 
having already spent 
£115m in landing Jadon 
Sancho and Raphaël Va-
rane. So why now is mon-
ey – £20m fee plus £20m 
a year salary – suddenly 
available for a sentimen-
tal indulgence? And what 
does this mean for Mason 
Greenwood, who after 
excelling in the opening 
game of the season, sud-
denly sees an additional 
and expensive obstacle 
between him and regu-
lar first-team football? 
United’s future is in dan-
ger of being blocked by 
the ghosts of its glorious 
past.

Three years ago, Ju-
ventus paid £100m for 
a 33-year-old and gave 
him a basic salary of 
£26.6m a year, a deal that 
must now rank as one of 
the worst in history. Ron-

aldo was signed to take 
Juventus, who had lost in 
two Champions League 
finals in the previous 
four seasons, to Euro-
pean glory. Instead they 
lost in the quarter-final 
to Ajax, then in the last 
16 to Lyon, then in the 
last 16 to Porto. Juve had 
won seven scudetti in a 
row before Ronaldo ar-
rived. They won it again 
in their first two seasons 
with him, but finished 
fourth last year. He may 
have scored 81 league 
goals in three seasons, 
but Ronaldo made Ju-
ventus a worse football 
team.

And not only has his 
relative immobility, his 
reluctance to contribute 
to the press – he was in 
the bottom 2% of for-
wards across Europe’s 
top five leagues in terms 
of pressures per 90 min-
utes last season – held 
Juve back tactically, but 
the money spent on him 
has weakened the rest of 
the squad. There’s a rea-
son Juve were so willing 
to offload him now.

Ronaldo will, almost 
certainly, score goals, but 
goals weren’t a particu-
lar problem for United. 
Last season they were 
the second-top scorers in 
the Premier League, and 
scored more than any-
body else in their Cham-
pions League group, but 
still finished third. They 
already have a highly 
gifted thirty-something 
goalscorer in Edinson 
Cavani. Their problem 
is constructing the at-
tacking moves that can 
overwhelm stubborn de-
fences. Ronaldo will not 
help with that. In fact it’s 
hard to see how he will 
fit tactically; United have 
admitted they never ex-
pected Juve to sell and so 
he was not part of their 
plans.

But Ronaldo is con-
tent – more than a mil-
lion retweets of the con-
firmation of his signing 
in the first hour – and 
elite clubs these days 
are first and foremost 
content producers. This 
is Paul Robinson coming 
back to Neighbours or 

Dirty Den returning to 
EastEnders. It’s great for 
the narrative. There will 
be heightened interest. 
Social media engage-
ments will go through 
the roof. Ed Woodward 
will get to churn out im-
pressive-sounding num-
bers on the shareholders’ 
conference call. Devising 
and implementing a phi-
losophy is boring. It takes 
ages.

Put a plan in place 
now and it could be years 
before it comes to fru-
ition. Far easier to sign 
a big name for the im-
mediate dopamine hit 
that leads to inane talk 
of winning the transfer 
market, and is why many 
fans seem more excited 
by signing players than 
winning football match-
es. There are those who 
see Juve’s signing of Ron-
aldo as indicative of Se-
rie A regaining its mojo; 
on the contrary, it was 
emblematic of its deca-
dence, a superclub being 
lured onto the rocks by 
the siren call of celebrity.

Celebrity in football is 
the enemy of coherence – 
and in modern football 
coherence is what de-
notes the very best from 
the rest. Perhaps United 
fans will simply be happy 
to be reminded of more 
successful days, but it’s 
hard to see how Ron-
aldo takes them any 
closer to mounting a 
serious title challenge. 
Rather this is a whimsi-
cal signing that fits the 
pattern of short-term 
crowd-pleasing that has 
characterised much of 
the eight years since Alex 
Ferguson retired.

Nothing has been 
learned and United look 
doomed to drift on amid 
the shadows of their past 
greatness.

Craig Overton says England must take 
advantage of new ball after India rally

Tanya Aldred
Headingly, 28 Aug 
[theGuardian]: After 
a long day in the field, 
Craig Overton was 
frank about the impor-
tance of the new ball 
to England’s chances 
of bowling India out 
quickly on Saturday.

“Yeah, it’ll be mas-
sive,” he said. “We have 
to be on it from ball 
one, hopefully we get a 
couple early and press 
on. If they start really 
well, we’ve got a real 
scrap of a game on.”

Despite 91 not out 
from Cheteshwar Puja-
ra, at home at Heading-
ley after two stints as 
an overseas player, and 
an unbeaten 45 from 
Virat Kohli, India still 
face an uphill struggle: 

needing another 139 
to make England bat 
again.

Overton was par-
simonious in his 17 
overs, hauling one for 
35, as well as taking his 
place in the slip cordon, 
as England wrestled 
with an Indian fightback 
and reviews that did not 
always fall their way. 
Rohit Sharma was lucky 
to survive a closer look 
at a sharp lbw appeal 
by Ollie Robinson on 
39, when Joe Root was 
fractionally late to call 
for a review - beaten by 
the clock as he pleaded 
with his teammates for 
good counsel.

“I wasn’t quite 
sure,” said Overton. “I 
thought he might have 
hit it, that’s what the 

umpire thought, but 
Jimmy at mid-on was 
almost certain he didn’t 
hit it so we weren’t 
really quite sure. It 
would have been nice 
if we’d have been half a 
second earlier and got 
that wicket.”

India reach 215-2, 
trail England by 139: 
third Test, day three – 
as it happened

England know that 
they must strike early 
to dismiss Kohli, on his 
highest score since his 
62 against them at Chen-
nai in February. Batting 
in a cap, he started to 
look once more like an 
irresistible force. They 
will not, however, at-
tempt to fight fire with 
fire. “He’s one of the 
characters that wants 

to get in the battle, so 
as a side we’re just try-
ing to make sure that 
we do our business as 
quickly we can,” added 
Overton. “Not ignore 
him but make sure that 
we stick to the basics 
of what we do well, and 
go from there.”

India too, are de-
termined to learn 
from their past errors. 
“We batted poorly in 
the first innings,” said 
Sharma. “They bowled 
pretty good balls but it 
was definitely not a 78 
[all out] pitch. As a bat-
ting unit, we accepted 
we batted poorly and we 
corrected our mistakes 
in the second innings, 
which is why we are 
in this position right 
now.”

Paralympic 
Triathlete 
who helped 
Spain fight 
Covid wins 
gold
Tokyo, 28 Aug [AFP]: 
During Spain’s tough 
lockdowns, Paralympic 
triathlon champion Su-
sana Rodriguez trained 
furiously at home and 
helped fight the coro-
navirus in her job as a 
doctor. Rodriguez -- who 
swam, cycled and sprint-
ed to Tokyo Paralympics 
gold in Saturday’s PTVI 
race for athletes with vi-
sual impairments -- said 
working in a hospital 
meant she “knew Covid 
was very serious, since 
the very beginning”. In 
the fraught early days of 
the pandemic, when she 
was on the phone lines to 
assess people with symp-
toms, her boss would 
hold a meeting each 
morning.

“He gave the new 
data, and things were 
going really wrong,” the 
33-year-old told AFP be-
fore her competition at 
the virus-postponed To-
kyo Paralympics.

“Last year, I realised 
that the Games would not 
be possible, before they 
said they wouldn’t be in 
2020.”

She then put her spe-
cialisation in physical 
medicine and rehabili-
tation to use by helping 
patients recover from the 
most severe infections -- 
while fitting in hours on 
her treadmill and exer-
cise bike between shifts.

“I was also afraid of 
catching Covid,” said the 
athlete, who has albinism 
and is partially sighted.

“For a blind person, 
we rely a lot on touching 
things, and when (the 
pandemic) started, ev-
erything turned to dis-
tancing, and touch was 
not the best idea. So it 
was difficult, especially 
in the beginning.”

Rodriguez, who has 
competed in para-athlet-
ics since she was a child, 
eventually took a break 
from her medical career 
to focus on preparing for 
victory.

She will become the 
first Spanish Paralym-
pian to compete in two 
disciplines at the same 
Games when she runs in 
the women’s 1500m T11 
on Sunday.

The best way to keep 
up stamina for back-to-
back events is to take 
things day by day, ac-
cording to the Spaniard.

“I’ve been really 
used to a very stressful 
schedule in the last year, 
between Rio and Tokyo, 
so I am used to focusing 
on one day, then resting, 
then the next.”

“I’m better in triath-
lon... but I really love the 
track,” said Rodriguez, who 
finished fifth in her triath-
lon category at Rio 2016.

Her guide Sara Loehr 
also received a gold medal 
on Saturday, with the pair 
holding hands and grinning 
triumphantly on the podi-
um.

Rodriguez says her 
guide athletes are “my eyes 
during competition”, and 
“they know me really well. 
We don’t need to speak, 
because they know if I can 
push harder or not.”

They also help her in 
the Paralympic Village.

“For example, when 
you go for dinner or 
breakfast, they are telling 
you what food to take. 
In the end, they are my 
friends.”

“Proved nothing 
is impossible”: 
Bhavinaben 
Patel on 
paralympics 
semi-final win
Tokyo, 28 Aug: India’s 
para table tennis play-
er Bhavinaben Patel 
said she never thought 
of reaching the finals of 
the Tokyo Paralympics 
and was only focused on 
giving her 100 per cent 
in every match. Bhavi-
naben continued her 
dream run in the ongoing 
Tokyo Games on Satur-
day as she stormed into 
the finals after defeating 
Zhang Miao of China 3-2 
in her Class 4 match. 

“If I keep on per-
forming like this, I will 
definitely win the gold 
medal. I never thought 
of reaching the finals and 
only concentrated on giv-
ing my 100 per cent and I 
did that only,” said Bhavi-
naben in a video by the 
Paralympic Committee of 
India (PCI).

“And when you give 
your 100 per cent you can 
win a medal. I am mental-
ly ready for the finals and 
I just want to give my 100 
per cent,” she added.

Bhavinaben created 
history by becoming the 
first Indian to enter the 
finals of the Paralympic 
Games table tennis com-
petition.

Bhavinaben said she 
has proved that nothing 
is impossible after beat-
ing the Chinese player in 
the semi-finals.

“This is a big achieve-
ment as I have defeated a 
Chinese player, everyone 
says beating a Chinese 
player is impossible but 
I have proved nothing is 
impossible. Everything 
is possible if you want to 
do,” said Bhavinaben.

“I want to thank ev-
eryone, PCI, SAI, blind 
people association and 
TOPS as because of their 
support I’ve reached 
here,” she added.

Qatar has failed to explain up to 
70% of migrant worker deaths 

in past 10 years – Amnesty
Pete Pattisson
London, 28 Aug 
[theGuardian]: World 
Cup host Qatar has failed 
to investigate the deaths 
of thousands of migrant 
workers in the past de-
cade, according to a new 
report by Amnesty Inter-
national.

The human rights or-
ganisation said the ma-
jority of migrant worker 
deaths in Qatar are at-
tributed to “natural caus-
es”, cardiac or respirato-
ry failure; classifications 
which are “meaningless” 
without the underlying 
cause of death explained, 
according to one expert 
cited.

As a result, as many 
as 70% of deaths may be 
unexplained. “In a well 
resourced health system, 
it should be possible to 
identify the exact cause 
of death in all but 1% of 
cases,” the report said.

The findings come 
as Qatar and Fifa face 
growing pressure from 
footballers and national 
football associations to 
protect workers’ rights 
with just over a year to 
go until the World Cup 
begins.

Qatar’s World Cup 
organising committee 
has reported 38 work-
er deaths on World Cup 
construction projects, of 
which 35 have been clas-
sified as “non-work-re-

lated”. However, Amnesty 
believes nearly half of 
these deaths have not 
been properly investigat-
ed or explained.

The rights group says 
intense heat and humidi-
ty exposure is likely to be 
a significant factor and 
has urged the Qatari au-
thorities to put in place 
better protections for 
workers.

“When relatively 
young and healthy men 
die suddenly after work-
ing long hours in extreme 
heat, it raises serious 
questions about the safe-
ty of working conditions 
in Qatar,” said Steve 
Cockburn, Amnesty’s 
head of economic and so-
cial justice.

“In failing to inves-
tigate the underlying 
causes of migrant work-
ers’ deaths, the Qatari 
authorities are ignoring 
warning signs which 
could, if addressed, save 
lives. This is a violation 
of the right to life.”

Qatar’s treatment of 
its migrant workforce of 
2 million has come un-
der unrelenting scrutiny 
since it won the right to 
host the competition in 
2010. In February the 
Guardian revealed that 
more than 6,500 migrant 
workers from south Asia 
had died in Qatar in the 
past decade.

Qatari authorities 

have claimed that the 
migrant mortality rate 
is within the expected 
range given the work-
force size, but epidemio-
logical experts quoted in 
Amnesty’s report ques-
tion “the authorities’ 
ability to make this claim 
… because of the low 
quality of data available”.

They also said that 
migrant workers – who 
undergo health tests be-
fore departing for Qatar 
– are generally young, 
healthy and “in the prime 
of their lives”.

In May, the Qatari 
authorities took a num-
ber of steps intended to 
protect workers from the 
heat, including extend-
ing the summer work-
ing hours ban, when 
workers cannot oper-
ate outdoors during the 
hottest part of the day, 
by a month. Amnesty 
welcomed the measures 
but said they did not go 
far enough.

The report described 
the devastating toll on 
the families of workers 
who die. Under Qatar 
law, compensation must 
be paid where deaths are 
“caused by the job”, but 
the failure to properly 
investigate deaths means 
work-related causes may 
not be identified, allow-
ing employers to avoid 
compensation, Amnesty 
said.
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Afghan Minister who became 
a bicycle courier in Germany

Berlin, 28 Aug [alJa-
zeera]: Sayed Sadaat 
used to be communica-
tions minister in the Af-
ghan government before 
moving to Germany last 
December in the hope of 
a better future.
Now he is a delivery man 
in the eastern city of 
Leipzig.

He said some at home 
criticised him for taking 
such a job after having 
served in the govern-
ment for two years, leav-
ing office in 2018. But for 
him now, a job is a job.

“I have nothing to 
feel guilty about,” the 
49-year-old British-Af-
ghan dual citizen said, 
standing in his orange 
uniform next to his bike.

He had quit the Af-
ghan government be-
cause of disagreements 
with members of the 
president’s circle, he 
said.

“I hope other poli-
ticians also follow the 
same path, working with 
the public rather than 
just hiding.”

His story has gained 

particular prominence 
with the chaos unfolding 
at home after the Taliban 
takeover.

His family and friends 
also want to leave – hop-
ing to join the thousands 
of others on evacuation 
flights or trying to find 
other routes out.

With the withdraw-
al of US troops on the 
horizon, the number of 
Afghan asylum seekers in 
Germany has risen since 
the beginning of the year, 
jumping by more than 
130 percent, data from 
the Federal Office for 
Migration and Refugees 
showed.

Even though his dual 
citizenship meant he 
could have chosen to 
move to the United 
Kingdom, where he 
had spent much of his 
life, he relocated to 
Germany at the end of 
2020, seizing his last 
opportunity to do so 
before that path was 
closed by Britain’s 
exit from the European 
Union.

He chose Germany 

because he expected it to 
have a better economic 
future and a leading role 
in the telecom and IT sec-
tors in the long term.

But even with his 
background, Sadaat has 
struggled to find a job in 
Germany that matched 

his experience.
With degrees in IT 

and telecommunications, 
Sadaat had hoped to find 
work in a related field. 
But with no German, his 
chances were slim.

“The language is the 
most important part,” 

said Sadaat.
Every day he does 

four hours of German 
at a language school be-
fore starting a six-hour 
evening shift delivering 
meals for Lieferando, 
where he started this 
summer.

“The first few days 
were exciting but diffi-
cult,” he said, describing 
the challenge of learning 
to cycle in the city traffic.

“The more you go 
out and the more you 
see people, the more you 
learn,” he said.

Hurricane Ida barrels down on Louisiana 
amid warnings of ‘life-altering storm’

Oliver Laughland
New Orleans, 28 Aug 
[alJazeera]: Hurri-
cane Ida rapidly gained 
strength on Friday eve-
ning as communities 
in southern Louisiana 
braced for a major cat-
egory 4 storm with sus-
tained winds of about 
140mph and tens of 
thousands of residents 
were placed under man-
datory evacuation or-
ders.

The hurricane is due 
to make landfall in the US 
on Sunday, with officials 
warning of a “life-altering 
storm”. The cities of New 
Orleans and Lafayette, as 
well as the state capital, 
Baton Rouge, are under 
threat from Ida, which is 
forecast to reach the US 
somewhere between the 
parishes of Terrebone 
and St Mary, slightly west 
of New Orleans.

“Hurricane Ida is rap-
idly intensifying and the 
situation is changing, it 
seems, by the hour,” said 
John Bel Edwards, the 
governor, at a briefing 
on Friday evening. “Now 
is the time to finish your 
preparations. By night-
fall tomorrow night, 
you need to be where 
you intend to ride out 
the storm, and you need 
to be postured as you 

would want to be as the 
storm approaches you.”

Ida made its first 
landfall Friday afternoon 
on Cuba’s southern Isle 
of Youth. The Cuban gov-
ernment issued a hur-
ricane warning for its 
westernmost provinces, 
where forecasters said 
as much as 20in (50cm) 
of rain could fall in plac-
es, possibly unleashing 
deadly flash floods and 
mudslides.

In Louisiana, there 
were mandatory evac-
uation orders in place 
for a number of par-
ishes surrounding New 
Orleans, including St 
Charles, Terrebone and 
Lafourche, as the New 
Orleans mayor told re-
porters she was order-
ing mandatory evacu-
ations of those living 
outside of the city’s 
levee protection sys-
tem and advised many 
of those inside to leave 
as well.

“The bottom line 
and the greatest take-
away is we do have 
a major storm head-
ing our way,” LaToya 
Cantrell said on Friday 
afternoon, adding that 
the city was “activating 
every single resource 
at our disposal … to re-
spond”.

On Friday evening 
the National Hurricane 
Center (NHC) warned of 
life-threatening storm 
surge of up to 15ft in 
parts of coastal Louisi-
ana. The NHC advised 
those in the storm’s path: 
“Actions to protect life 
and property should be 
rushed to completion 
in the warning area.” It 
warned of heavy rainfall 
in south-east Louisiana 
and coastal Mississip-
pi and Alabama of up to 
15in.

The storm was trav-
eling at 15mph with con-

tinuous winds of 80mph 
on Friday afternoon, with 
expectations it would 
rapidly gain speed. 
Coastal Louisiana was 
expected to experience 
tropica l -s torm-force 
winds by Saturday eve-
ning, leading officials to 
cancel a preseason NFL 
match between the New 
Orleans Saints and the 
Arizona Cardinals sched-
uled for Saturday.

Ida became the ninth 
named storm of the At-
lantic hurricane season 
on Thursday as it formed 
in the Caribbean Sea on 

Thursday.
New Orleans offered 

residents free sandbags, 
prompting lines of peo-
ple to arrive at a number 
of locations throughout 
the city, as many people 
chose to wait the storm 
out. There were long 
lines at gas stations, and 
some were reported to 
be running out of gas.

Sunday will mark the 
16th anniversary of Hur-
ricane Katrina’s landfall 
in Louisiana, which dec-
imated New Orleans and 
other coastal communi-
ties in 2005.

Last year there 
were 30 named Atlantic 
storms, including seven 
major hurricanes, a re-
cord high. Experts have 
linked the climate crisis 
and global heating to 
the increased frequency 
of more powerful and 
destructive weather sys-
tems.

The storm arrives fol-
lowing a summer of ex-
treme weather events in 
the US, including severe 
wildfires on the west 
coast and deadly flood-
ing in Tennessee earlier 
in the month.

Pulitzer Prize Board awards special citation to Afghanistan journalists 
New Delhi, 28 Aug [NDTV]: 
The Pulitzer Prize Board 
awarded a special citation to 
journalists of Afghanistan — 
“from staff and freelance 
correspondents to inter-
preters to drivers to hosts” 
-- on Friday for their “cou-
rageous” work. According to 
a press release, the Pulitzer 
Prize Board decided to hon-
our “the women and men of 
Afghanistan who have ded-
icated themselves at great 
personal risk to create and 
support journalism that has 
chronicled decades of life 
and war”. 

The board also stat-
ed that the efforts of such 
“courageous Afghan resi-
dents helped produce Pu-

litzer-winning and Pulit-
zer-worthy images and sto-
ries that have contributed 
to a wider understanding of 
profoundly tragic and com-
plicated circumstances”.

A tweet on the official 
handle of The Pulitzer Prizes 
states, “The citation “comes 
with a $1,00,000 grant to 
be administered by @press-
freedom for the emergency 

relief of such individuals 
and their families.”

The press release quot-
ed Pulitzer Board Co-Chairs 
Katherine Boo, Gail Col-
lins and John Daniszewski, 
as saying, “It’s critical in a 
moment of stark threat  to 
support  those Afghans 
whose bravery,  ski l l ,  and 
commitment to  the ide-
als  of  a  free press  have 
helped create  so much 
important  journal ism in 
recent  decades.”

Earl ier  this  month, 
the Tal iban took control 
of  Afghanistan’s  capital 
Kabul ,  leaving many peo-
ple  stranded and seeking 
a  way out  of  the country. 
On Thursday,  evacuation 

ef forts  were thwarted 
when a  bombing attack 
on Hamid Karzai  Inter-
national  Airport in Kabul 
left many people dead and 
injured.

Months before their 
takeover of Kabul, in April 
2021, a report in Human 
Rights Watch had stated 
that the Taliban were delib-
erately targeting journalists 
and other media workers, 
including women, in Af-
ghanistan. Human Rights 
Watch also found that Tal-
iban forces “engaged in 
a pattern of threats, in-
timidation, and violence 
against members of the me-
dia in areas where the Taliban 
have significant influence”.

Scientists discover ‘world’s northern-
most island’ off Greenland’s coast

London, 28 Aug [Re-
uters]: Scientists have 
discovered a new island 
off the coast of Green-
land, which they say is 
the world’s northern-
most point of land and 
was revealed by shifting 
pack ice.

“It was not our inten-
tion to discover a new 
island,” polar explorer 
and head of the Arctic 
station research facili-
ty in Greenland, Morten 
Rasch, said of the find 
last month. “We just went 
there to collect samples.”

The scientists initially 
thought they had arrived 
at Oodaaq, an island dis-
covered by a Danish sur-
vey team in 1978. Only 
later, when checking the 
exact location, they real-
ised they had visited an-
other island 780 metres 
to the north-west.

“Everybody was hap-
py that we found what 
we thought was Oodaaq 
island,” said Swiss entre-
preneur Christiane Leis-
ter, creator of the Leister 
Foundation that financed 
the expedition.

“It’s a bit like ex-
plorers in the past, who 
thought they’d landed in 
a certain place but actu-
ally found a totally differ-
ent place.”

The small island, 
measuring roughly 30 
metres (100ft) across 
and a peak of about 
3 metres, consists of 
seabed mud as well as 
moraine – soil and rock 
left behind by moving 
glaciers. The team said 
they would recommend 

it is named “Qeqer-
taq Avannarleq”, which 
means “the northern-
most island” in Greenlan-
dic.

Several US expedi-
tions in the area have in 
recent decades searched 
for the world’s north-
ernmost island. In 2007, 
Arctic veteran Dennis 
Schmitt discovered a 
similar island close by.

The scientists said 
that although the new 
island was exposed by 
shifting pack ice, its ap-
pearance now was not 
a direct consequence of 
global warming, which 
has been shrinking 
Greenland’s ice sheet.

Rene Forsberg, pro-
fessor and head of geo-
dynamics at Denmark’s 
National Space Institute, 
said the area north of 
Greenland has some of 
the thickest polar sea ice, 
though he added it was 
now 2-3 metres thick in 
summer, compared with 
4 metres when he first 
visited as part of the ex-
pedition that discovered 
Oodaaq in 1978.

Any hope of extend-
ing territorial claims in 
the Arctic depends on 
whether it is in fact an 
island or a bank that 
may disappear again. An 
island needs to remain 
above sea level at high 
tide.

“It meets the criteria 
of an island,” Forsberg 
said. “This is currently 
the world’s northern-
most land.” Although he 
did warn: “These small 
island come and go.”

Sirhan Sirhan: six Kennedy 
children condemn decision 

to grant killer parole
Martin Pengelly
New York, 28 Aug 
[theGuardian]: Six 
children of Robert F Ken-
nedy have condemned 
the decision to grant pa-
role to Sirhan Sirhan, the 
man who shot and killed 
the New York senator as 
he ran for the Democratic 
presidential nomination 
in 1968.

“He took our father 
from our family and he 
took him from America,” 
the six said in a state-
ment late on Friday. “We 
are in disbelief that this 
man would be recom-
mended for release.”

The statement was 
signed by Joseph P Ken-
nedy II, Courtney Ken-
nedy, Kerry Kennedy, 
Christopher G Kennedy, 
Maxwell T Kennedy and 
Rory Kennedy.

Two Kennedy chil-
dren supported the de-
cision.

Douglas Kennedy, a 
toddler when his father 
was killed, said he was 
“overwhelmed just by be-
ing able to view Mr Sirhan 
face to face. I’ve lived my 
life both in fear of him and 
his name in one way or 
another. And I am grateful 
today to see him as a hu-
man being worthy of com-
passion and love.”

Robert F Kennedy was 
US attorney general under 
his older brother, John F 
Kennedy, when the presi-
dent was assassinated in 
Dallas in 1963. Five years 
later the younger Kennedy 
was a senator from New 
York when he was killed 
at the Ambassador Hotel 
in Los Angeles, moments 
after delivering a victory 
speech in the California 
primary. Five others were 
wounded.

Sirhan, now 77, insists 
he does not remember the 
shooting and had been 
drinking beforehand but 

was convicted of first-de-
gree murder. He was 
sentenced to death, com-
muted to life when the 
California supreme court 
briefly outlawed capital 
punishment.

The hearing on Friday 
was his 16th attempt to 
gain parole. Because of 
laws passed in 2018, the 
board was required to 
take into account the fact 
that Sirhan suffered child-
hood trauma from the 
conflict in the Middle East, 
committed the offense at 
a young age and is now 
elderly.

Appearing by video 
from a San Diego county 
prison, Sirhan said: “Sen-
ator Kennedy was the 
hope of the world ... and 
I harmed all of them and 
it pains me to experience 
that, the knowledge for 
such a horrible deed, if I 
did in fact do that.”

The board found Sir-
han no longer poses a 
threat to society, noting 
his enrollment in pro-
grammes including anger 
management classes, Tai 
Chi and Alcoholics Anon-
ymous, even during the 
coronavirus pandemic.

“We think that you 
have grown,” commission-
er Robert Barton said.

The ruling will be re-
viewed over 120 days 
then sent to the governor, 
who will have 30 days to 
decide whether to grant, 
reverse or modify it. If Sir-
han is freed, he must live 
in a transitional home for 
six months, enroll in an al-
cohol abuse program and 
get therapy.

The six Kennedy chil-
dren who oppose release 
said they were “devastat-
ed” and appealed to the 
governor, Gavin Newsom, 
“to reverse this initial rec-
ommendation” which had 
“inflicted enormous initial 
pain”.
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TWINS! The mother-daughter duo of Heidi and Leni Klum arrive 
for a Dolce & Gabbana event ahead of the Venice Film Festival.

The
Big Pic

Aries:
You have a dynamic personality, Aries. With 
today’s celestial energy, you should try to 
avoid expending your energy on pointless 
conversations. Try to be a little more pragmatic. 
Consider any possible compromises very 
carefully. If you stand strong, you will reach 
your objectives much more quickly.
Taurus:
Today you could learn a lot from other people 
who are similar to you, Taurus. They have the 
ability to get involved easily and go straight 
to the heart of any problem. The world is in 
constant flux. You have to question yourself if 
you want to attain your objectives. Try to be 
open-minded, adapt to the situation, and act 
before it’s too late.
Gemini:
The stars will compel you to clarify your position 
within the collective, Gemini. You have a lot of 
power when you’re part of a group, but you’re 
sometimes clumsy about communication. You 
can’t always succeed. The planets’ positions 
will have a beneficial impact, and you will tend 
to put your life under the microscope.

Cancer:
Your mind is extra clear today, Cancer. Make 
sure you’re helping yourself as well as others. 
Take care of any tasks that require a great deal 
of brainpower. You have a tremendous ability 
to figure out any mental problem. Communicate 
with confidence. Contact people you haven’t 
heard from in a while. They will be pleasantly 
surprised to hear from you.
Leo:
You have the tendency to plan everything, Leo. 
You need to feel in charge of things. Today you 
should try to listen to others around you. Let 
yourself go for a while, even though you aren’t 
used to it. Furthermore, you need to develop 
your personality. You can do this by opening 
up to others.
Virgo:
 You’re attracted to eccentric individuals with 
very strong personalities. But realize that 
behind this attraction lies a very strong need for 
freedom, Virgo. In your life, freedom is more 
fantasy than reality. The time has come for you 
to do some soul searching. Try not to hide from 
the realities of your life.

Libra:
 Today will destabilize you, Libra. You’re 
trying to rebuild your life on new foundations. 
Perhaps should you try to change your point 
of view. Also, you need to preserve your 
perception, because it will allow you to adapt 
to all situations. You need to be fully alert 
and prepared at all times. Try not to become 
discouraged.
Scorpio:
You have a tendency to get very involved in 
your projects, Scorpio. Today the stars will 
compel you to clarify your situation. It’s already 
clear that you aren’t afraid to work long hours 
to ensure that your projects end in success. But 
your entourage will probably have difficulties 
keeping up with you. You’re too full of energy.
Sagittarius:
Today the stars advise you to get back into the 
swing of things, Sagittarius. You will forget 
your past frame of mind and be able to prepare 
for a new adventure. Your vitality will be as 
strong as it has ever been. You will probably 
meet someone who has a beneficial influence in 
the days to come.

Capricorn:
There’s a certain quality in your personal 
relationships that motivates you in life, Capricorn. 
This is one of the reasons why your emotions play 
an important role in the scheme of things. You’re 
guided by your emotions. Today you will be in the 
best disposition to meet a lot of people who will 
give new impetus to your life.
Aquarius:
This period is full of difficulties and you will 
tend to question yourself, especially today. You 
will start thinking about your personality. Your 
ego risks bruising, and you will have the greatest 
difficulty turning your intention into real action. 
Your sensitivity prevents you from materializing 
your ideas.
Pisces:
It would be fair to say that you love being 
recognized, Pisces. Today will enable you 
to show off your leadership skills. You 
will organize the day. You will accept your 
responsibilities and your smarts will help you 
welcome the day’s challenges. But stay humble 
and keep your actions simple, especially after 
intense emotions.

Letitia Wright injured on 
‘Black Panther 2’ set

Actor Letitia Wright suf-
fered minor injuries due 

to an incident with a stunt 
rig on the Boston set of Mar-
vel Studios’ “Black Panther: 
Wakanda Forever” and was 
admitted to a local hospital 
for treatment.

“Letitia Wright sustained 
minor injuries today while 
filming a stunt for Black Pan-
ther: Wakanda Forever. She 
is currently receiving care 
in a local hospital and is ex-
pected to be released soon,” 
reported Deadline quoting a 
spokesperson for Marvel.

The 27-year-old star 
has since been discharged, 
sources told the publication 
on Wednesday.

The incident will not have 
an impact on the film’s shoot-
ing schedule, they added.

The primary shoot of the 
much-awaited “Black Pan-
ther” sequel has been under-
way in Atlanta since the end 
of June.

In the upcoming super-
hero film, Wright is reprising 

her role as the brilliant tech 
wiz and Wakanda princess 
Shuri.

Original cast members 
Danai Gurira, Daniel 
Kaluuya, Winston Duke, 
Lupita Nyong’o, Florence 

Kasumba and Angela 
Bassett along with direc-
tor Ryan Letitia Wright 
injured on ‘Black Pan-
ther 2’ set, released from 
hospital after undergoing 
treatment

Michael Caine says he spent eight 
years trying not to blink on screen

Veteran actor Michael 
Caine has revealed that 

he once spent eight years try-
ing not to blink in his attempt 
to master the art of acting.
The Oscar-winning actor, 
best known for his critical-
ly-acclaimed roles in films 
such as “Alfie”, “A Bridge Too 
Far” and “The Cider House 
Rules”, said he learned the 
trick from a book called 
“Teach Yourself Acting”.

“One thing that stuck in 
my mind was, ‘Don’t blink. 
You must never blink’. 
For the next eight years, I 
walked around trying not 
to blink. People around me, 
my mother and everybody, 
thought I had gone nuts,” 
Caine told Mirror UK.

“They thought I was 
a psychopath. I used to 
frighten the life out of peo-
ple,” , the 88-year-old actor 
said.

Another English star, An-
thony Hopkins, had tried the 
trick of not blinking while 
acting when he played Han-
nibal Lecter in cult classic 

movie “The Silence of the 
Lambs”.

Caine believes that if an 
actor does not blink, then he 
can “keep the audience mes-

merised”.
“It’s not so much not 

blinking, it’s just being still. 
Stillness has an economy and 
a power about it,” he added.

R. Kelly once compared 
himself to Jerry Lee Lewis

R&B star R. Kelly once 
compared himself to rock 

legend Jerry Lee Lewis — 
notorious for marrying his 
13-year-old cousin decades 
ago — saying they were both 
misunderstood geniuses, a 
witness at Kelly’s sex-traf-
ficking trial testified Thurs-
day.
The witness recounted the 
comment while for the first 
time publicly accusing Kelly 
of luring her into having un-
wanted sex with him in 1999, 
when she was a struggling 
17-year-old hotel worker. She 
was the third women to take 
the witness stand in federal 
court in Brooklyn to make al-
legations of sexual abuse.

At one point in the rela-
tionship, she said she was 
at dinner with Kelly when 
he mentioned that he liked 
young girls and — “out of the 
blue” — brought up Lewis.

“Even look at Jerry Lee 
Lewis,” she claimed Kelly 
said. “He’s a genius and I’m a 

genius. We should be allowed 
to do whatever we want. 
Look at what we give to the 
world.”

Lewis is credited with 
helping create rock ‘n’ roll 
in the 1950s and achieving 
stardom with hits like “Great 
Balls of Fire.” But his mar-
riage to his cousin Myra Gale 
Brown caused a scandal that 
has dogged him through the 
rest of his career.

Kelly, 54, has repeatedly 
denied accusations that he 
preyed on several alleged 
victims during a 30-year ca-
reer highlighted by his 1996 
mega hit “I Believe I Can Fly.” 
His lawyers have portrayed 
his accusers as groupies who 
are lying about their relation-
ships with him.

The latest witness, who 
testified on Thursday us-
ing only her first name, de-
scribed being approached at 
a McDonald’s in Chicago by 
one of Kelly’s cronies, who 
gave her a note asking her to 

call him. She and Kelly first 
had sex at a meeting at one 
of his studios, seen decorated 
with his platinum albums in 
photos shown to the jury.

Over time, “he was one of 
two ways,” she said: “He was 
either very nice and charm-
ing or he was controlling and 
manipulating.”

Kelly would order her to 
strip off her clothes and stay 
frozen in vulnerable sex posi-
tions before leaving her alone 
in the studio, sometimes for 
hours, she said.

As with the other alleged 
victims, Kelly also demand-
ed to be called “Daddy” and 
sometimes would videotape 
the encounters, she said. That 
left her feeling that she need-
ed to “stay in good standing 
with him to see if I could get 
them back.”

The abuse went on for 
about six months until she 
had to end it over feeling “hu-
miliated” and “degraded,” she 
said.

Teenage YouTuber Prarthna Batra pens debut book
Seventeen-year-old YouTu-

ber Prarthna Batra dis-
cusses the salient tools and 
mantras for young individu-
als to achieve success in her 
book, which is set to release 
in December.

“Getting the Bread: The 
Gen-Z Way to Success” is a 
firsthand account on what it 
takes to make it in this com-
petitive world.

Batra, a class 12 stu-
dent from Delhi, is a content 
creator across various for-
mats. She runs the YouTube 
channel ‘Power People and 
Prarthna’ and is passionate 
about animal rights, sustain-
ability and more opportuni-
ties for women in India.

The book, to be published 

by Om Books International, is 
an attempt by Batra to share 
her journey with millennial 
readers and tell them how 
she sees the world and how 
to make an impact in a com-
petitive and dynamic world 
with a human-centric ap-
proach.

In the book, she has a se-
ries of conversations with in-
dustry leaders across the dig-
ital internet, food, hospitality, 
media, and sports.

“Writing is cathartic. This 
being my first book, it taught 
me a lot and I hope I have 
been able to communicate 
my learning and experience 
through the exercise. It also 
busts the myths that young 
people do not write and 

read,” Batra says.
According to Ajay Mago, 

publisher at Om Books, “The 
trend of young people writ-
ing and reading books augurs 
well for our country.”

Om Books Editor in Chief 
Shantanu Ray Chaudhuri says 
it is “quite heartening to en-
counter a 17-year-old shar-
ing her experiences on what 
makes this generation tick”.

Celebrity chef Ranveer 
Brar, who has been inter-

viewed in the book, says, 
“Prarthna started writing 
this book when she was 16 
and within a year, she has 
completed it while prepar-
ing for her exams, attend-
ing classes and balancing so 
many things.”

Preeti Chaturvedi, CEO of 
The Sunflower Seeds brand 
consulting firm that repre-
sented Batra describes her as 
a “young talent who will go 
on to make a mark”.


