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SAGAR CHETTRI
G , 23 J :

Sikkim will host the 10th edi-
tion of North East Riders 

Meet 2018 from 26-28 Oct this 
year for the ϐirst time at Bar-
fung in Rabongla, South Sikkim. 
Open Road Wanderers Motorcy-
cle Club of Sikkim [ORWMCS] is 
gearing up to host the decadal 
edition of this mega event in the 
State in a grand manner.

This was informed by the 
ORWMCS president, Naresh 
Chettri, during a press confer-
ence here today.

It may be mentioned here, 
ORWMCS was formed on 18 
Dec, 2013 with the motto ‘Take 
a Ride, Get a Life’. The club has 
won the bid to host this popular 
and mega event in the State this 
year.

North East Riders Meet is 

an annual event hosted by Roy-
al Enϐield Riding community 
from the North Eastern States 
of India. Every year one of the 
NE State hosts this event with 
its motto ‘When We Meet, We 
Grow’. The event is not restrict-
ed to members of Royal Enϐield 
Clubs from NE States but is rath-
er open to all solo Royal Enϐield 
Riders and all Clubs Pan India.

Addressing the press con-
ference, Mr Chettri mentioned 
that ORWMCS was born out of 
passion for riding on open roads 
and the brotherhood bond that 
has helped it grow to become 
the biggest Royal Enϐield Riding 
Club in the State. He informed 
that the club has a strong group 
of 68 riding members from all 
walks of life with a common 
passion and strong brotherhood 
bond.

He mentioned that right af-
ter the club’s inception in 2013, 
the club members have been 
participating in all riding events 
across India and neighbouring 
countries. He added that apart 
from rides, the club members 
have also been frequently or-
ganising charity events, blood 
donation camps and social 
awareness programmes.

“ORWMCS has been running 
a strong campaign to promote 
Sikkim as the ultimate riding 
destination since 2015. We ride 
with this message to every rid-
ing event across the Country,” 
Mr Chettri stated.

He added that with the start 
of this campaign, the social me-
dia team of the club has been 
busy posting itineraries to all 
other clubs and riding com-
munities across the country. 

Tremendous increase in biking 
tourism in the State has been 
the fruit of this campaign. He ex-
pressed that North East Riders 
Meet was one such event which 
will take biking tourism in the 
State to new heights.

Speaking at the event, Mr 
Chettri informed that the ϐirst 
edition of the meet was held in 
Assam in 2009 and the decadal 
edition of NERM is being organ-
ised by the ORWMCS in the State 
from 26-28 Oct at Mangkhim 
Barfung in Rabongla.

He added that the meet was 
‘Bring Your Own Tent [BYOT]’ 
event which is a common format 
of the NERM.

“This is an opportunity for 
us to showcase the rich cultur-
al heritage of the State. This 
event is also an opportunity for 

Sikkim to host North East Riders
Meet for irst time this year
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SUMMIT REPORT
G , 23 J :

High Court of Sikkim has 
acquitted one Anish Rai, 

who had been convicted for 
rigorous imprisonment of 
10 years under Protection of 
Children from Sexual Offenc-
es Act, 2012, with a ϐine of Rs 
5,000 by the Session Court at 
Namchi while setting aside 
the sentence and offences 
charged against him.

The division bench of Sik-
kim High Court headed by Act-
ing Chief Justice, Meenakshi 
Madan Rai, and Justice Bhas-
kar Raj Pradhan observed 
that besides the failure of the 
prosecution to establish the 
minority of the victim either 
by document or expert evi-
dence, an adverse inference 
can be drawn by this Court 
under Section 114(g) of the 
Indian Evidence Act, 1872, 

since the Investigating Ofϐicer 
despite knowledge failed to 
collect the Birth Certiϐicate of 
the victim from her sister.

The court further ob-
served that the Birth Certiϐi-
cate issued by the school hav-
ing held no evidentiary value, 
the prosecution ought to have 
furnished the Birth Certiϐicate 
given by a corporation, mu-
nicipal authority, or a pancha-
yat, failing which resort can 

be taken to bone age estima-
tion, which in any event in the 
instant matter would be futile.

Legal Aid Counsel for the 
appellant, Gulshan Lama, 
raised that the age of the victim 
was not proved as the param-
eters laid out for the purpos-
es of arriving at the age of the 
victim in terms of the Juvenile 
Justice [Care and Protection of 
Children] Rules, 2007, were not 
complied with. He also argued 

that the ratio laid down by the 
Supreme Court of India and 
stated that the evidence of the 
victim‘s father, pertaining to 
the age of the victim as likely to 
have been above 18 years was 
disregarded by the Trial Court.

However, the State Ad-
ditional Prosecutor, Karma 
Thinlay, opposed the argu-
ment and said that the ϐind-
ings of the trial court suffered 
from no illegality and the 

appeal deserves a dismissal 
adding that that the consent 
of a minor is no consent in the 
eyes of law.

While writing the judg-
ment, the division bench heard 
the rival arguments put forth 
by Counsel for the parties and 
examining the evidence and 
documents meticulously for 
determination of the Court 
and put forth three questions 

HC overturns POCSO conviction by trial court

Landslide 
blocks 
Mangan-
Gangtok 
route
WANGCHUK BHUTIA
M , 23 J :

Trafϐic along Mangan-Gangtok 
route has remained still since 

21 Jul after heavy rainfall triggered 
a massive landslide that has washed 
away the road at Takchu-Thungsa, 
near Namshim forest nursery, in 
North Sikkim.

Mangan-Gangtok vehicles have 
been plying via Dikchu-Rakdong 
road while commuters heading to 
Kabi and Phensong villages are be-
ing transshipped over the landslide 
taking an extra one and a half hour.

The road clearing and resto-
ration work has already been start-
ed by Border Roads Organisation 
[BRO].  For early restoration, a 
private earthmover has also been 
pressed into service.

Trafϐic is expected to resume by 
Tuesday evening, it is informed.

Bill 
providing 
for stringent 
punishment 
in rape 
cases in LS
N  D , J  23 
(PTI): The Criminal Law 
(Amendment) Bill, 2018, 
which provides for strin-
gent punishment includ-
ing death penalty for 
those convicted of raping 
girls below the age of 12 
years, was today intro-
duced in the Lok Sabha.

The amendment bill, 
once approved by Par-
liament, will replace the 
Criminal Law (Amend-
ment) Ordinance pro-
mulgated on April 21, 
following an outcry over 
the rape and murder of 
a minor girl in Kathua 
in Jammu and Kashmir 
and the rape of another 
woman in Unnao in Uttar 
Pradesh.

Introducing the bill, 
Union Minister of State 
for Home Kiren Rijiju 
said the recent incidents 
of rape and gangrape of 

Governor 
offers 
prayers to 
Lord Shiva at 
Chardham
N , 23 J  [IPR]: On the oc-
casion of Shravan, Governor Shrin-
iwas Patil offered prayers at Solo-
phok Siddeshwara Chardham in 
Namchi, South Sikkim today. The 
Governor was accompanied by 
District Collector, South, Prabha-
kar Verma, Senior Superintendent 
of Police, South, Shami Rai, mem-
bers from Chardham Management 
Committee and public from in and 
outside the State.

Mr Patil also attended the 
‘Rudrabhisek’ puja service where-
in he offered prayers and sacred 
items seeking divine grace and 
blessings from Lord Shiva.

It is informed that similar of-
ferings will be held all through the 
month-long ritual of Shravan at 
Chardham.
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the Royal Enϐield Riders 
of Sikkim to come and 
experience the cultural 
side of the riding com-
munity and understand 
the strong brotherhood 
bond,” he expressed.

He mentioned that as 
the event is a State level 
programme, the State 
Tourism has been guid-
ing and helping the club 
for its success. He added 
that Sikkim Alliance of 
Riders, the alliance of all 
riding clubs in the State, 
will also provide support 
to the club during the 
event.

Mr Chettri informed 
that registration for the 
event will be done online 
only through the website 
northeastridersmeet .
in and the link will also 
be provided on their FB 
page North East Riders 
Meet. He added that the 
registration will be in 
phase wise manner and 
will be announced on 24 
Jul on the website and FB 
Page.

“The participant 

turnout for this event is 
expected to be huge but 
due to geographically 
challenging terrains and 
lack of big open space, 
we have planned to re-
strict the registration to 
1200 including the or-
ganising club,” he added.

The press conference 
was also attended by 
general secretary, Vin-
cent Targain, and exec-
utive members, Kailash 
Thapa, Amrit Raj Koirala 
and Moses Rai.

Responding to media 
queries, they stated that 
the three-day meet will 
have different biking ac-
tivities, ride to nearby 
cultural and tourism in-
terest sites of the venue, 
performances by bands 
and other activities. They 
mentioned that the meet 
will have Royal Enϐield 
riders from different 
parts of the country and 
from six other countries. 
They added that the 
event will also have par-
ticipation of many wom-
en riders from different 
parts of the country.

Sikkim to host 
North East Riders

Meet for irst...
contd from pg01

for judicial review: (i) 
Whether the Prosecution 
was able to establish that 
the Victim was a minor? 
(ii) Whether the act of the 
Victim was consensual or 
was she under coercion? 
(iii) Whether the learned 
Trial Court was in error in 
convicting the Appellant?

The court observed 
that on the direction of 
the Gynaecologist who 
examined the victim, she 
was sent to a Radiologist 
in order to determine 
her age. This radiologist 
was not authorised by 
the investigating agency 
to verify the age of the 
victim, the bench said 
further adding that, “In 
the instant matter, it was 
incumbent on the medi-
cal witness to have ϐirst 
demonstrated her exper-
tise in the ϐield by way of 
evidence and thereafter, 

to testify as to how she 
had formed her opinion 
regarding the age of the 
victim.”

The court also ob-
served that the evidence 
on record is clearly in-
dicative of the free will 
of the victim in accom-
panying the accused and 
consenting to the acts 
between them.

While ϐinding the con-
clusions of these three 
questions put forth for 
court determination, 
the bench arrived at the 
conclusion stating that 
while summing up the 
entire gamut of facts and 
evidence on record, for 
the reasons discussed 
succinctly, “we have no 
qualms in arriving at the 
ϐinding that the learned 
Trial Court was in error in 
convicting the appellant, 
which thereby sets to rest 
all the three questions”.

HC overturns POCSO
conviction by trial...

contd from pg01

women under the age of 16 years and 
12 years have shaken the conscience of 
the entire nation.

Therefore, the offences of rape and 
gangrape of women under the age of 16 
years and 12

years required effective deterrence 
through legal provisions of more strin-
gent punishment, he said.

“Some of the incidents in recent 
years have been marked by increased 
brutality and violence perpetrated on 
minor girls. This has fuelled demands 
from various sections of the society to 
make penal provisions more stringent 
and effective, immediate arrest of the 

accused and ensure speedy trial in such 
cases,” he said.

The bill stipulates stringent pun-
ishment for perpetrators of rape, par-
ticularly of girls below 12 years. Death 
sentence has been provided for rapists 
of girls under 12 years.

The minimum punishment in case 
of rape of women has been increased 
from rigorous imprisonment of seven 
years to 10 years, extendable to life im-
prisonment.

According to the bill, in case of rape 
of a girl under 16 years, the minimum 
punishment has been increased from 
10 years to 20 years, extendable to im-
prisonment for rest of life, which means 

jail term till the convicts’ “natural life”.
The punishment for gangrape of a 

girl below 16 years will invariably be 
imprisonment for the rest of life of the 
convict.

Stringent punishment for rape of a 
girl under 12 years has been provided 
with the minimum jail term being 20 
years which may go up to life in prison 
or death sentence. Gangrape of a girl 
under 12 years of age will invite pun-
ishment of jail term for the rest of life 
or death.

The measure also provides for 
speedy investigations and trial. The 
time limit for investigation of all cases 
of rape has been prescribed, which has 

to be mandatorily completed within 
two months.

The deadline for the completion 
of trial in all rape cases will be two 
months. A six-month time limit for the 
disposal of appeals in rape cases has 
also been prescribed.

There will also be no provision for 
anticipatory bail for a person accused 
of rape or gangrape of a girl under 16 
years.

It has also been prescribed that a 
court has to give notice of 15 days to a 
public prosecutor and the representa-
tive of the victim before deciding bail 
applications in case of rape of a girl un-
der 16 years of age.

Bill providing for stringent punishment in rape cases in LS
contd from pg01

LANDSLIDE AT LANTHEY KHOLA WASHES AWAY CAR
M , 23 J : The notorious Lanthey Khola along Mangan-Chungthang stretch has been blocked 
since last night owing to landslide caused by continuous rainfall. One car [SK01/P 0876] driven by Sukraj 
Chettri was also swept away by the landslide while negotiating the stretch around 8 p.m. on 22 Jul on his 
way back to Mangan from Chungthang. However, no casualty was reported. The stretch was cleared this 
afternoon by GREF staff and workers. [Wangchuk Bhutia]

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 23 J :

Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha led by its gener-

al secretary in-charge, 
South, Lalit Adhikari, 
held a co-ordination 
meeting at Aifaal Taar 
under Temi Namphing 
Constituency in South 
Sikkim today in the pres-
ence of general secretary 
[cultural affairs], Tashi 
Tshering Bhutia, youth 
co-ordinator [South], Go-
pal Chhetri, Nari co-ordi-
nator, Sancha Maya Ta-
mang, and others.

An SKM press release 
informs that the main 
objective of the meet was 
to focus on future party 
activities in the constitu-

ency while strengthening 
youth organization and 
focusing on potential vot-
ers likely to cast their ϐirst 
vote in favour of SKM in 
the upcoming 2019 elec-

tion for the betterment of 
Sikkim and its people. 

It has been decided 
that door-to-door cam-
paign will be conduct-
ed in each Ward of the 

Constituency with active 
participation of party 
workers in membership 
drives and spreading the 
party’s policies among 
the masses.

SKM co-ordination meet 
at Temi Namphing 

SUMMIT REPORT
GĆēČęĔĐ, 23 JĚđ:

Sikkim Lepcha Youth 
Association [SLYA] 

held a meeting with 
the Lepcha community 
of Patuk village, under 
Tumin-Lingee Constit-
uency in East Sikkim, at 
Patuk on 21 Jul with the 
objective of establish-
ing new kyong [village] 
branch of SLYA at Patuk. 
The meeting was attend-
ed by members of more 
than 150 Lepcha families 
residing in the village, a 
press release informs.

During the meet, the 
22nd branch of SLYA was 
constituted for Patuk 
with Palchen Lepcha as 
its president, Chuni Lep-
cha as vice president, 
Loden Lepcha as gener-
al secretary and Rinzing 
Lepcha as its treasurer.

Talking about the his-
torical background of the 
organization, SLYA gen-
eral secretary, Lobsang 
Chopel Lepcha, stressed 
on the rights and privi-
leges of the new executive 
members besides their 

duties and responsibili-
ties as members of SLYA.

In an interactive ses-
sion held with the village 
community, it was learnt 
that Patuk already had a 
non-registered Lepcha 
organisation that has 
been functioning for past 
ϐive years and has been 
working for the uplift-
ment of the village com-
munity.

The village members 
especially the youth ex-
pressed their long felt 
desire to get afϐiliated 

with SLYA and work for 
the community in a much 
organized manner with a 
larger reach.

Apart from education, 
health, culture and her-
itage preservation, the 
meeting gave special em-
phasis on Organic Farming 
as a poverty alleviating 
programme and an income 
generating component.

President, SLYA, Ong-
den Tshering Lepcha, 
congratulated the nom-
inated executive mem-
bers of the newly formed 

body and encouraged 
them to work selϐlessly 
and diligently for uplift-
ing the Lepcha society.

He expressed grati-
tude to the village com-
munity for supporting 
SLYA programmes and 
ensured every possi-
ble support. He further 
thanked the village el-
ders and the members of 
each family for support-
ing the aspirations of the 
village youth to be organ-
ised under the banner of 
SLYA.

SLYA forms its 22nd ‘kyong’ branch in Patuk

Tiger Shroff extends 
best wishes to 
Bhaichung & HSP
REBYNA RANA
G , 23 J :

In a short video clip uploaded on the social media 
page of Hamro Sikkim Party [HSP], Bollywood star, 

Tiger Shroff, his seen extending best wishes to Bhaic-
hung Bhutia and HSP for their future endeavours.

Bhaichung informed that he had met Tiger Shroff 
in Mumbai during his recent trip to the city and had 
discussions over the sport of football, ϐilms and Sikkim.

“He is a good footballer himself,” added Bhaichung.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 23 J :

A section of Sikkim Bi-
hari Jagaran Manch 

[SBJM] has expressed 
that the recent notiϐica-
tion of the State Govern-
ment with regard to cri-
teria for obtaining new 
trade license was historic 
and signiϐicant for the 
business community of 
the State. As per the no-
tiϐication, a biological son 
and daughter of a father, 
who does not possess 
Sikkim Subject Certiϐi-
cate or Certiϐication of 
Identiϐication or Resi-
dential Certiϐicate but 
has a valid trade licence, 
are also entitled to obtain 
new trade licence.

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 
SBJM executive mem-
ber, Birendra Prasad, 
has extended gratitude 
to the State Government 
on behalf of the entire 
business community for 
issuing such important 

notiϐication.
However, he men-

tioned that due to shut-
ting down of shops by the 
administration in rural 
parts to curb the sub-let-
ting of license, many old 
businessmen of these 
areas have been facing 
problems at present. He 
added that these families 
have been running their 
business in these areas 
since more than 35 years.

“We are aware of the 
problem of inϐlux in the 
State but at the same time 
we are also concerned 
for these businessmen 
who have been working 
since many years. So we 
would like to request the 
government to come up 
with some amicable way 
out for these genuine 
businessmen,” Mr Prasad 
expressed.

He further requested 
the government to also 
provide old age pension 
to elderly people of the 
business community.

SBJM welcomes
State Government’s 

recent trade 
license criteria

SUMMIT REPORT
M , 23 J :

Devotees from all 
walks of life carried 

out a huge procession 
from Samdong Monas-
tery to Dikchu in East 
Sikkim amidst chanting 
of “Om Ah Hung Vajra 

Guru Padma Sidhi Hung 
Rhi” on 22 Jul to mark 
the birth anniversary 
of patron saint of Sik-
kim, Lord Guru Padma 
Sambhava, on the auspi-
cious occasion of Guru 
Rinpoche’s Trungkar 
Tsechu.

Guru Rinpoche’s 
Trungkar Tsechu

in Dikchu
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Gangtok on 

Tuesday, 
24 July

Temp: 24°C/17°C
Forecast: Cloudy, 
a couple of thun-
dershowers; 
not as warm.
Sunrise: 04:55 AM
Sunset: 6:29 PM
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GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
TOURISM & CIVIL AVAIATION DEPARTMENT

PARYATAN BHAWAN
TADONG, EAST SIKKIM

www.sikkimtourism.gov.in.
Phone No: 232218, Fax: 232216. Email: secy_tourism@yahoo.com

No: 285 DoT & CAv/.                  Dated: 21/07/2018.
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Sealed Quotations are invited from interested parties and local educated unemployed youth(s) for 
taking on lease “ the following property/assets and additional information can be obtained from the Of-
fi ce of Under Secretary (Assests), Paryatan Bhawan Tadong, East Sikkim during offi  ce hours.

SL.
NO.

NAME OF THE PROPERTY RENT PER 
MONTH

TDR (SECURITY 
DEPOSIT)

COST OF 
TENDER 
FORM

1. Cafeteria at Bakthang Falls 
Bojoghari, East Sikkim.

Rs.26,000/-pm Rs.1,56,000/- 1,300/-

TIME SCHEDULE:-
i. Sale of Tender:     01.08.2018 to 10.08.2018 during offi  ce hours.
ii. Receipt of Tender form alongwith the relevant documents: 11.08.2018, till 1.00 pm.
iii. Opening of Tender Documents in the Offi  ce of Additional Secretary, Paryatan Bhawan Tadong, East 
Sikkim:        11.08.2018 from 2.00 pm.

The intending contractors/bidders may visit the website of Tourism & CAv Department www.sikkim-
tourism.gov.in for information and further details or contact offi  ce of the Under Secretary (Assets) in 
Paryatan Bhawan, Tadong, East Sikkim.

Sd/-
ADDITIONAL SECRETARY,

TOURISM & CIVIL AVIATION DEPARTMENT.
R.O. No. 216/ipr/pub/classi./18-19 dt. 23.7.2018.

ROADS & BRIDGES DEPARTMENT
GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM

GANGTOK
Memo No. 622/SD IV/R&B/2018-19/02           Date: 23.07.2018

CORRIGENDUM
Corrigendum to Notice Inviting Tender No: 622/SD IV/R&B/18-19/01, 

dated 19.07.2018, R.O. No: 210/ipr/PUB/Classi./18-19, dated 20.07.2018.
TIME SCHEDULE:-
The time schedule for opening of tender may read as follows:-
4. Date and Time for opening of Tender:
i) Sl.No. 1 to 07    29th Aug 2018 (2.30 pm).
ii) Sl.No. 08 to 16   30th Aug 2018 (11.00 am).

Sd/-
ASSISTANT ENGINEER

ROADS & BRIDGES DEPARTMENT
NIRMAN BHAWAN, GANGTOK.

R.O. No. 222/IPR/Pub/Classi./18-19 dt. 23.7.2018

ARPAN PRADHAN
G , 23 J :

Department of Social 
Justice, Empower-

ment & Welfare, Govern-
ment of Sikkim organ-
ised daylong awareness 
programme at the con-
ference hall of Kalyan 
Bhawan in Lumsey today. 
The special awareness 
programme was organ-
ised for the parents of 
children staying at Child 
Care Institutions [CCIs] 
sponsored by the SJE&W 
Department under Inte-
grated Child Protection 
Scheme [ICPS].

Chairperson, Child 
Welfare Commission, 
Phurba Sherpa, attended 
the event as chief guest.

Deputy Secretary 
cum Programme Man-
ager, ICPS, Bandana Rai, 
highlighted various is-
sues related to CCIs in 
the State and briefed the 
gathering about the main 
objectives of organising 
such awareness pro-

grammes for the parents 
and guardians.

She also informed that 
the centrally sponsored 
scheme of establishing 
CCIs under ICPS was start-
ed in Sikkim in the year 
2013. A total of 27 CCIs 

are functional in the State 
as of now that have been 
providing shelter to more 
than 780 POCSO victims 
and others, she added.

“The CCIs basical-
ly provide facilities to 
homeless, abandoned, 

mentally/physically ill, 
abused-exploited chil-
dren, POCSO victims and 
under privileged chil-
dren,” said Ms Rai.

The awareness pro-
gramme was conducted 
to encourage parents 

and guardians capable 
enough of taking care of 
their children to take their 
wards back home in or-
der to provide them love, 
support, care and most 
importantly a homely en-
vironment which is much 

needed for nurturing the 
children, she added.

“Children need the 
presence of their parents, 
guardians and family 
members. To provide the 
same, parents who can 
provide them with facili-
ties can take their wards 
home which will not only 
help them to grow in a 
positive manner but will 
also provide a chance to 
many other needy chil-
dren to stay at these CCIs,” 
Ms Rai informed.

She further added that 
the Ministry has now been 
encouraging restoration 
of children staying at CCIs 
and de-institutionaliza-
tion. Addressing the gath-
ering, Special Secretary, 
Dhan Jyoti Mukhia, re-
quested all to have a clear 
idea of various schemes 
especially the CCI and 
urged the concerned de-
partment to work as per 
certain norms.

“Parental support and 
guidance is important for 

overall development of 
a child,” expressed Ms 
Mukhia.

Chairperson, CWC, 
Mr Sherpa, in his address 
said the programme has 
been organised to un-
derstand any grievances 
and forward the matter 
to the State Government 
in order to ϐind better 
solutions.

Stressing on a child’s 
overall development, he 
stressed on the impor-
tance of a child’s friends 
circle and home environ-
ment. He urged all to be 
responsible for the bet-
ter future of children.

The programme also 
featured an open discus-
sion and interactive ses-
sion wherein parents and 
representatives of CCIs 
placed various queries 
which were addressed by 
the concerned ofϐicials. It 
is informed that similar 
awareness programmes 
will be initiated in all 
four districts of the State.

Welfare Dept conducts awareness on 
Child Care Institutions in Sikkim

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 23 J :

Boys Club, Gangtok has started Sik-
kim Football Association Premier 

Division Sikkim-League 2018 with a 
victory here at Paljor Stadium today.

In its ϐirst match in the league, Boys 
Club defeated Pakyong United Foot-
ball Club 3-0. Rahul, Ritik Rai and Ram 
Chettri scored a goal each for Boys Club.

Likewise, the State Sports Academy 

outplayed Sikkim Himalayan Sporting 
Club 3-1 in the Premier Division Sik-
kim-League 2018 here at Paljor Stadi-
um on 22 Jul. Kevin Sherpa, Amon Lep-
cha and Sanjay Rai contributed a goal 
each in the State Sports Academy victo-
ry while the lone goal for Sikkim Hima-
layan SC was scored by Nikesh Gurung.

The fourth match of the league will 
be played between United Sikkim Foot-
ball Club and SAI Namchi on 24 Jul.

Boys Club beats Pakyong United 
FC in SFA Premier Div League

JNU gets 
Japanese 
language 
teachers’ 
training 
centre
N  D , J  23 
(PTI): Jawaharlal Neh-
ru University (JNU) will 
now be providing train-
ing to those aiming to be-
come Japanese language 
teachers with the setting 
up of a new centre at the 
varsity.

India and Japan today 
signed a memorandum of 
cooperation in the ϐield of 
Japanese language pro-
motion in the country.

Kenji Hiramatsu, 
Ambassador of Japan to 
India and Ashok Kumar 
Chawla, Advisor (Japan), 
Ministry of External Af-
fairs, shared the agree-
ment and announced the 
launch of the ϐirst Japa-
nese course.

“The language is very 
different from other for-
eign langauges and it is 
very important to have 
trained teachers for the 
purpose. Hence, the cen-
tre has been set up,” Hira-
mastsu said.

Cannot be 
complete ban 
on protests 
at Jantar 
Mantar: SC
N  D , J  23 
(PTI): The Supreme 
Court today said there 
cannot be a “complete 
ban” on holding protests 
and sit-ins at places like 
Jantar Mantar and Boat 
Club here and asked the 
Centre to frame guide-
lines for according sanc-
tions to such events.

A bench comprising 
justices A K Sikri and 
Ashok Bhushan said there 
was a need to strike a bal-
ance between conϐlicting 
rights such as the right 
to protest and the right of 
citizens to live peacefully.

“There cannot be a 
complete ban on holding 
protests at places like Jan-
tar Mantar and Boat Club 
(near India Gate),” the 
bench said, while direct-
ing the Centre to frame 
guidelines on the matter.

The verdict came on a 
batch of petitions, includ-
ing one ϐiled by the Maz-
door Kisan Shakti San-
gathan, challenging the 
decision of the National 
Green Tribunal (NGT) to 
ban all kinds of protests 
at the said places.

The NGT had, on Oc-
tober 5 last year, banned 
all protests and dharnas 
around the historic Jantar 
Mantar here, which has 
been a hotspot of many 
agitations over the past 
decades, saying such ac-
tivities violated environ-
mental laws. The green 
panel had said the State 
had totally failed to pro-
tect the right of a citizen 
to enjoy a pollution-free 
environment at the Jantar 
Mantar Road area, which 
is located close to Con-
naught Place at the heart 
of the national capital.

MANGAN, 23 JUL IPR :

On a two-day tour to 
Lachen and Lachung 

in North Sikkim, Minis-
ter for Health Care, Hu-
man Services & Family 
Welfare Department, AK 
Ghatani, today inaugurat-
ed the newly constructed 
Primary Health Sub Cen-
ters [PHSCs] at Lachung 
and Lachen.

The Minister was 
accompanied by Com-
missioner cum Secre-
tary, HCHS&FWD, Vishal 
Chauhan, Director, Dr 
Uttam Pradhan, Addi-
tional Chief Engineer, 
District Collector, North, 
SDM, CMO and SDPO 
Chungthang.

Health Secretary, Mr 
Chauhan, presented a 
brief technical report of 
both the infrastructures.

The Lachung PHCS 
is a 2500 sq ft well 
equipped center and has 
a separate two-unit quar-
ter constructed at a total 
cost of  Rs 1 crore 29 
lakhs. The Lachen PHSC 
is a 5000sq ft building 
with guest rooms and 
well equipped facilities 
constructed at a cost of 
Rs 1 crore 29 lakhs.

During the inaugura-
tion of the centers, Pipons 
from Lachen and Lachung 
Dzumsa requested the 
department to depute a 
doctor and a nurse along 
with an ambulance for 
the said PHSCs.

They stated that due 
to high inϐlow of tourists, 

there is tremendous de-
mand for proper health 
services. They added that 
owing to the topography 
of the areas, high number 
of accidents occurred in 
the area.

The Minister in his 
keynote address said that 
the State Government 
has not left any stone un-
turned to provide quality 
health care facilities to 
the people. He added that 
though the Government 
of India norms does not 
provide for a doctor in a 
PHSC, taking into consid-
eration the difϐicult ter-
rain and remoteness of 
the area, he assured that 
certain arrangements 
will be worked out.

“The PHSCs can be 
converted into health 
and wellness centers 
with provision of one 
doctor and a staff nurse. 
The centers will have all 
medicines and will also 
manage non-communi-
cable diseases like BP, al-
titude sickness, diabetes, 
etc,” he added.

He also declared that 

ambulance will be pro-
vided through CSR to 
these PHSCs since they 
are far-ϐlung areas. He 
added that the State Gov-
ernment has provided 
best possible infrastruc-
tures for all PHCs and 
PHSCs in North district 
to have their own prem-
ises and that it is the re-
sponsibility of the people 
to provide social fencing.

Highlighting on the 
CATCH programme in 
the State, Mr Ghatani 
said, “According to a 
GOI survey, the average 
life span of the people 
here has increased by 
10 years. During the 
screening programme of 
CATCH, it was revealed 
that most people suffer 
from lifestyle diseases 
and to manage this, the 
State Government is also 
giving much impetus to 
holistic medicine.”

He also said that since 
North district is prone to 
natural calamities, the 
Health Department has 
established a Trauma 
Center at the District 

New PHSC centers inaugurated
at Lachung and Lachen

Hospital in Mangan along 
with provision of a new 
Blood Bank.

“Chief Minister 
Pawan Chamling had ex-
pressed concern over the 
safety of the District Hos-
pital building after it was 
damaged by the 2011 
earthquake. A new hos-
pital building was imme-
diately sanctioned and 
works are in progress on 
a war footing basis,” said 
Mr Ghatani.

The Minister also 
highlighted the policy 
the State Government to 
eliminate Tuberculosis 
by 2022. 

He further congratu-
lated all the stakeholders 
for 0% Maternal Mortali-
ty rate in the district and 
achieving 100% Institu-
tional Delivery.
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WRITE US: Readers are invited to comment on, 
criticise, run down, even appreciate if they like some-
thing in this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indeco-
rous language and personal attacks, except when 
against people responsible in this newspaper (who 
are fair game), will have to be ignored. Letters which 
carry forward a conversation or initiate a dialogue 
will command immediate attention and receive prom-
inence.  Mail us at: letters@summittimes.com

Change Approach to
Addressing Climate Change

Sikkim needs to accept Climate 
Change as the challenge that it is

A study by a team of geographers and glaciologists 
has projected that over 70% of the glacial volume 

in the Everest region could be lost by 2100! And that 
is the lower end of their estimate!! If greenhouse-gas 
emissions continue to rise and global warming comes 
true to predictions, even up to 99% of the glacier vol-
ume of the Everest region could be lost by 2100!! 

A team of researchers in Nepal, France and the 
Netherlands have found that Everest glaciers could be 
very sensitive to future warming, and that sustained 
ice loss through the 21st century is likely. The research 
has been published in “The Cryosphere”, an open ac-
cess journal of the European Geosciences Union (EGU) 
some years ago, but the message still resonates. “The 
signal of future glacier change in the region is clear: 
continued and possibly accelerated mass loss from 
glaciers is likely given the projected increase in tem-
peratures,” says Joseph Shea, a glacier hydrologist at 
the International Centre for Integrated Mountain De-
velopment (ICIMOD), Kathmandu, Nepal, and leader 
of the study. The glacier model used by Shea and his 
team shows that glacier volume could reduce between 
70% and 99% by 2100. The results depend on how 
much greenhouse-gas emissions continue to rise, and 
on how this will affect temperature, snowfall and rain-
fall in the area. Just to drive home a point – it is not as 
if the loss will manifest suddenly in the year 2100, it 
will play out through the years, obviously accelerating 
the already noticeable trend in the merely eighty-ϐive 
years left till it is 2100. 

The lead scientist has underlined that the results 
indicate that these glaciers may be highly sensitive to 
changes in temperature, and that increases in precipi-
tation are not enough to offset the increased melt. In-
creased temperatures will not only increase the rates 
of snow and ice melt, but can also result in a change of 
precipitation from snow to rain at critical elevations, 
where glaciers are concentrated. Together, these act to 
reduce glacier growth and increase the area exposed 
to melt. 

Reϐlect these ϐindings and projections against Sik-
kim and talk to stakeholders here and even they will 
vouch that parts of North Sikkim which used to receive 
only snow [and no rain] have been inundated by sleet 
and rain in the recent years. Global warming is a reality 
for Sikkim as well and reports of rain in formerly only 
snowfed regions and the advance of lower hill plants 
into the higher reaches provide the more obvious evi-
dence. The report mentioned here speaks exclusively 
of glaciers in the Everest region, but that zone is not 
very far or separated from the Sikkim Himalaya and 
if anything, Sikkim’s glacial areas are even closer to 
the tropics, hence more affected by warming, than the 
ice of Everest. It becomes necessary then that Sikkim 
work on its preparedness for climate change with 
more seriousness than just adding “climate change” to 
the name of one of its departments, or putting out an 
action plan without any real plan of action.

A study of Sikkim’s glaciers had been commis-
sioned some years ago which had reported that the 
glaciers here were in good health. Welcome as this up-
date was, given the rather short duration of the study 
and the general lack of adequately reliable base-data, 
future projections could not have been very detailed. 
It is learnt that the study of Sikkim’s glaciers, includ-
ing observations of glacial lakes is being undertaken in 
earnest and there is already a very real  GLOF fear  here  
as well. This study should be expanded to academics 
beyond the jurisdiction of government departments 
not only so that their analysis is based only on hard 
data and not inϐluenced by other considerations, but 
also so that more minds are applied to aspects which 
could have a very telling effect on how the Sikkimese 
live in the very near future. And the study needs to be 
expanded to features beyond glaciers and made to in-
clude the mountain springs, catchment areas and lakes 
of the State as well. Changes in the hydrology of the 
State, whether induced by climate change or direct hu-
man interference, will impact the availability of water 
for drinking [think Ratey Chu for Gangtok], will bear 
consequences on agriculture and also hydropower. 

GLOFs have struck Sikkim even in the recent past 
but have gone largely under-reported because they 
were born in remote valleys and did not cause too 
much damage. That will however not always be the 
case. Glacial retreat will further aggravate the situ-
ation as it will result in the formation and growth of 
more lakes dammed by glacial debris and landslides. 
This level of reasoning even casual online browsing 
can inform, which is why when experts are marshalled 
to prep Sikkim for climate change, more speciϐics and 
more clearly spelled out plans of action should result. 

JOSE MIGUEL CRUZ
theconversation.com

Central American migrants have 
long been at the center of what 

consecutive U.S. administrations have 
called the immigration “crisis.”

Each year, thousands of Central 
Americans are caught attempting 
to cross the U.S.-Mexico border un-
lawfully. According to the Migration 
Policy Institute, the vast majority are 
asylum-seekers from Honduras, Gua-
temala and El Salvador, ϐleeing the 
region’s brutal gang violence and so-
cietal chaos.

Typically, only a tiny fraction of 
migrants come to the U.S. from the 
neighboring Central American na-
tion of Nicaragua. Their numbers are 
so small that Nicaraguans are rarely 
even mentioned in Customs and Bor-
der Protection reports.

But Nicaragua has been in turmoil 
for months, as an uprising against the 
authoritarian regime of Daniel Ortega 
and his Sandinista party grows ever 
bloodier. Last weekend, three college 
students were killed during a 15-hour 
clash at a church on the campus of the 
National University of Nicaragua, in 
Managua, which had been occupied 
by anti-government protesters since 
April.

At least 350 people have been 
killed so far, most at the hands of 
pro-government forces.

This violence may prompt many 
Nicaraguans to start ϐleeing their 
country soon, too.

CENTRAL AMERICA’S 
‘SAFEST COUNTRY’

Nicaragua, home to approximately 
6.2 million people, is one of the poor-
est countries in the Western Hemi-
sphere.

But it has largely avoided the 
widespread crime and instability that 
for decades has dogged this corner of 
the world. Nicaragua’s 2017 homicide 
rate of seven killings per 100,000 was 
the lowest in Central America.

Neighboring El Salvador’s murder 
rate was 60 per 100,000 in 2017, and 
Honduras’s was 43 per 100,000.

When Nicaraguans migrate, typ-
ically they are seeking better-paying 
jobs.

Rather than travel all the way to 
the United States, economic migrants 
from Nicaragua mostly head to neigh-
boring Costa Rica, the stablest and 
most prosperous country in Central 
America. An estimated 500,000 Nic-
araguans currently live and work in 
Costa Rica.

NICARAGUA IN FLAMES
This migration pattern may soon 
change.

My research on violence in Cen-
tral America reveals that the desta-
bilizing conditions that have histor-
ically prompted many Guatemalans, 
Salvadorans and Hondurans to ϐlee 
are now taking root in Nicaragua.

Since April, the government of 

Daniel Ortega has been trying to 
crush a nationwide protest move-
ment that demands his resignation.

Demonstrations ϐirst erupted in 
Nicaragua on April 16, 2018, after the 
government announced social secu-
rity reforms that would raise costs 
for retirees and workers. Police soon 
cracked down on protesters. Stu-
dents took to the streets.

Within days, tens of thousands of 
Nicaraguans were protesting in cities 
and towns nationwide.

In response, the regime dis-
patched police clad in riot gear, hired 
henchmen and state-sponsored para-
military groups to put down the pro-
tests. So far, these pro-Ortega forces 
have killed hundreds of people and 
wounded more than 2,100, according 
to the nonproϐit Human Rights Watch.

OUTSOURCING VIOLENCE
In its attempt to suppress the upris-
ing, Ortega’s government has supple-
mented its police forces with groups 
of armed partisans, vigilantes and 
death squads.

According to the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights, which 
visited the country in May, the regime 
outsourced protest-repression duties 
to informal armed groups associated 
with the state. These so-called “pa-
ra-police” – formed by citizens allied 
with Ortega’s Sandinista Party – work 
in coordination with the police.

Outsourcing state violence is not a 
novel tactic. In Venezuela, the author-
itarian government of Nicolás Madu-
ro has also armed militant supporters 
and supported criminal gangs willing 
to “defend” the regime.

During Central America’s civil 
war period, in the 1980s, the govern-
ments of Guatemala, Honduras and 
El Salvador also used paramilitaries, 
vigilantes and groups of sympathiz-
ers to suppress protests and punish 
dissidence.

In Guatemala, the army mobilized 
hundreds of thousands of people in 
civilian “self-defense” patrols to ϐight 
guerrillas who opposed the country’s 
military dictatorship. El Salvador’s 

government built wartime death 
squads responsible for bloody mas-
sacres against civilians, or anyone 
assumed to support the anti-regime 
insurgency.

As the post-war truth and justice 
commissions in both countries would 
later document, many of these armed 
factions survived the end of the conϐlicts.

By the late 1990s, death squads 
and paramilitaries were using their 
government connections and exper-
tise to prey on the Central American 
population and inϐiltrate these coun-
tries’ new criminal justice institutions.

People often associated crime in 
Central America with gangs like MS-
13. But my research shows that the 
foundations for the region’s current 
criminal violence were laid decades 
ago, when Central American govern-
ments armed thugs and deployed 
them against their own people.

Outsourcing state violence may 
temporarily quash popular dissent. 
But it creates the conditions for more 
violence – not just political violence 
but criminal violence, too.

CREATING THE CONDITIONS 
FOR RAMPANT CRIME

Nicaragua managed to avoid such 
post-war chaos in large part because 
of institutional reforms undertaken 
in the 1990s after the Sandinista rev-
olution.

The Sandinista rebels overthrew 
the Somoza dictatorship in 1979 and 
dismantled the country’s infamously 
brutal National Guard. However, they 
emerged from the revolution with 
ϐirm control over the new police and 
army.

After the Sandinistas lost power 
in the 1990 presidential election, the 
new government of Violeta Chamorro 
undertook a complex set of reforms 
that, among other changes, estab-
lished clear boundaries between law 
enforcement, the army and political 
parties in Nicaragua.

Those reforms strengthened the 
Nicaraguan state such that non-state 
forces could no longer violently con-
front – or substitute – government 

institutions.
The separation between politics 

and security forces began to erode 
when Daniel Ortega – who had pre-
viously ruled the country during the 
revolutionary 1980s – was re-elected 
in 2006.

As he accumulated power, ulti-
mately abolishing term limits to run 
for a third term, Ortega and his San-
dinista party systematically under-
mined Nicaragua’s independent law 
enforcement institutions.

DISMANTLING NICARA-
GUA’S STRONG STATE

Those institutions had kept Nicara-
guans relatively safe for over a de-
cade.

Even as criminal organizations, 
death squads and, increasingly, street 
gangs were fueling record levels of vi-
olence elsewhere in Central America, 
Nicaragua’s murder rate in the early 
2010s was similar to Costa Rica’s.

Evidence suggests that organized 
crime groups and drug cartels are 
now operating in Nicaragua, too, tak-
ing advantage of the ongoing chaos 
there to deepen and expand their 
networks.

This also follows a pattern I’ve 
seen before in the region. After Hon-
duras’ 2009 coup, political unrest 
laid the groundwork for collusion be-
tween the state and organized crime 
groups.

Already, many Nicaraguan youths 
have begun ϐlocking to the Costa Ri-
can border, ϐleeing the paramilitary 
onslaught.

But Costa Rica has long wanted to 
close its borders to Nicaraguan eco-
nomic migrants. As Nicaragua’s crisis 
deepens, it will surely tighten border 
security.

Soon enough, it is likely that many 
more Nicaraguans will join other 
Central Americans on their long 
northward trek, seeking refuge over 
the U.S. border from unrelenting vio-
lence in their home.

[the writer is Director 
of Research, Florida Inter-

national University]

Bloody uprising in Nicaragua could trigger 
the next Central American refugee crisis

HEATHER HANDLEY
theconversation.com

The rock inside the planet 
we live on can melt to form 

molten rock called magma. 
This magma is lighter than the 
rocks around it and so it rises 
upwards. Where the magma 
eventually reaches the surface 
we get an eruption and volca-
noes form.

The top part of the Earth 
is made up of a number of 
hard pieces called tectonic 
plates. Magma and volcanoes 
often form where the plates 
are pulled apart or pushed to-
gether but we also ϐind some 
volcanoes in the middle of tectonic plates.

Volcanoes have many different shapes and siz-
es, some look like steep mountains (stratovolca-
noes), others look like bumps (shield volcanoes) 
and some are ϐlat with a hole (a crater or caldera) 
in the centre that is often ϐilled with water.

The shape of the volcano and how explosively 
it erupts depend largely on how “sticky” and how 
“ϐizzy” (how much gas) the magma is that is erupted.

For example, if you try to blow bubbles in cook-
ing oil though a straw, the bubbles can escape quite 
easily because the cooking oil is runny.

If you try to blow bubbles in jam or peanut but-
ter you would ϐind it very difϐicult because the jam 
and peanut butter are very sticky, they wouldn’t 

move much at all if you tried to pour them out of 
the jar.

It is the same with volcanoes. When magma ris-
es towards the surface gas bubbles start to form. 
Whether or not they can escape as the magma is 
rising affects how explosive the eruption will be.

Where the magma is runny like cooking oil and 
doesn’t have much bubbly gas mixed in it, such as 
places like Hawaii, then we see lots of slow-moving 
lava ϐlows and shield volcanoes. Lava is what we 
call magma when it reaches the surface.

However, where the magma is very sticky, like 
jam or peanut butter, and if it contains a lot of bub-
bly gas then the gas can get stuck and eruptions 
can be very powerful and explosive, like the recent 
eruptions at Fuego volcano in Guatemala.

DAMAGE CAUSED 
BY ERUPTIONS

In explosive eruptions the 
frothy, bubbly magma can 
be ripped apart into tiny bits 
called volcanic ash. This is not 
ash like you get after a barbe-
cue or ϐire, it does not crum-
ble away in your ϐingers. It is 
very sharp and is dangerous 
to breathe in.

Some explosive volcanoes 
can send ash high up into the 
sky and it can travel around 
the world over different coun-
tries. If aeroplanes travel 
through an ash cloud from a 
volcano it can cause a lot of 

damage to the engine.
Other explosive eruptions create fast-moving, 

hot clouds of volcanic ash, gas and rocks that travel 
down the sides of the volcanoes and destroy pretty 
much everything in their path.

THE BENEFITS OF VOLCANOES
Despite the great damage they can cause, volca-
noes also help us to live. Volcanic ash provides food 
for the soil around volcanoes which helps us grow 
plants to eat. The heat from some volcanoes is used 
to make energy to power lights, fridges, televisions 
and computers in people’s houses.

[the  writer is Associate Profes-
sor in Volcanology and Geochem-

istry, Macquarie University]

Curious Kids: Why do volcanoes erupt?
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ROADS & BRIDGES DEPARTMENT
GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM

SINGTAM
Memo No: 97/AES/R&B              Date:- 23/07/2018.

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
For and on behalf of the Governor of Sikkim, Assistant Engineer- Singtam, Roads & Bridges Department, Government of Sikkim, 

invites sealed tenders under single bid system from the eligible contractors of Class IV Grade enlisted with Sikkim Public Works 
Department vide Notifi cation No: 515/R&B/PWD/Secy. Dated 12.06.2018 for the construction of fair weather roads, through com-
petitive bidding within the territorial jurisdiction of TuminLingee Constituency where the work is to be executed.

The details of works and time schedule are as under:
Sl.
No.

Name of Work Cost of Work put 
to tender (in Rs.)

Earnest Money @ 
2.50% (in Rs.) 

Cost of 
Tender docu-
ments (in Rs)

Comple-
tion Time.

1. Construction of Road from SingtamDikchu 
Highway to Lower KharkaGaon (Raley) in East 
Sikkim.
Km 1st Rs.42,38,496.00 Rs.1,05,970.00 Rs.1,500.00 12 months

Km 2nd Rs.42,38,496.00 Rs.1,05,970.00 Rs.1,500.00 12 months.
Km 3rd Rs.42,38,496.00 Rs.1,05,970.00 Rs.1,500.00 12 months.

2 Construction of Road from Tumin Sec. School 
to Forest Check Post at Middle Tumin in East 
Sikkim
Km 1st Rs.42,38,496.00 Rs.1,05,970.00 Rs.1,500.00 12 months.

3. Construction of Road from Tungtar to Singtam-
Dikchu Highway to Kokoley in East Sikkim.
Km 1st Rs.42,38,496.00 Rs.1,05,970.00 Rs.1,500.00 12 months.
Km 2nd Rs.42,38,496.00 Rs.1,05,970.00 Rs.1,500.00 12 months.
Km 3rd Rs.21,19,248.00 Rs.  52,981.00 Rs.1,500.00 12 months.

4. Construction of Road from DikchuSingtam 
Highway to 6thMile ChukunThasa (Saleybong/ 
Singbel) KM 1st to Km 8th in East Sikkim.
Km 1st Rs.42,38,496.00 Rs.1,05,970.00 Rs.1,500.00 12 months.

Km 2nd Rs.42,38,496.00 Rs.1,05,970.00 Rs.1,500.00 12 months.
Km 3rd Rs.42,38,496.00 Rs.1,05,970.00 Rs.1,500.00 12 months.
Km 4th Rs.42,38,496.00 Rs.1,05,970.00 Rs.1,500.00 12 months.
Km 5th Rs.42,38,496.00 Rs.1,05,970.00 Rs.1,500.00 12 months.
Km 6th Rs.42,38,496.00 Rs.1,05,970.00 Rs.1,500.00 12 months.
Km 7th Rs.42,38,496.00 Rs.1,05,970.00 Rs.1,500.00 12 months.
Km 8th Rs.42,38,496.00 Rs.1,05,970.00 Rs.1,500.00 12 months.

5. Construction of Road from Bhulkey to Phalaic-
hidara JHS.
Km 1st Rs.42,38,496.00 Rs.1,05,970.00 Rs.1,500.00 12 months.
Km 2nd Rs.12,71,548.00 Rs.  31,789.00 Rs.  500.00 12 months.

6. Construction of Road from DikchuSingtam 
Highway to Lower Singbel.
Km 1st Rs.42,38,496.00 Rs.1,05,970.00 Rs.1,500.00 12 months.
Km 2nd Rs.42,38,496.00 Rs.1,05,970.00 Rs.1,500.00 12 months.
Km 3rd Rs.42,38,496.00 Rs.1,05,970.00 Rs.1,500.00 12 months.

7. Construction of Road from Dhargaon to PWD 
Guest House.
Km 1st Rs.42,38,496.00 Rs.1,05,970.00 Rs.1,500.00 12 months.
Km 2nd Rs.25,43,098.00 Rs.  63,577.00 Rs.1,500.00 12 months.

8. Construction of Road from Dhanbari to PMGSY 
Road.

Km 1st Rs.42,38,496.00 Rs.1,05,970.00 Rs.1,500.00 12 months.
Km 2nd Rs.12,71,549.00 Rs.  31,789.00 Rs.   500.00 12 months.

TIME SCHEDULE:-

1. Date of submission of applicaƟ on with Bank receipt for issue of 
Tender Documents (excluding Tender Form)

27th Aug 2018 (10.00am to 4.00pm)

2. Date of issue of tender Forms on submission of TDR (as Earnest 
money)

28th Aug 2018 (10.00am to 4.00pm).

3. Last Date and Time for submission of Tender:- 29th Aug 2018 (10.00am to 1.00pm).

4. Date and Time for Opening  of Tender: 29th Aug 2018 (2.00 pm).

CONDITIONS OF CONTRACT:
1. Tender is open only to the eligible Contractors/Firms of appropriate Class/Area.
2. The intending tenders/contractors should apply in writing of issue of tender documents. The application would be invariably be 

signed by the contractor himself/herself. The tender documents will not be issued to any person other than the INTENDING 
TENDER. The application shall be submitted initially for each works listed above with all required documents.

3. The application should enclosed attested copies of the  a] Goods & Service Tax Clearance Certifi cate b] Validated/ Updated 
Contractor Enlistment Certifi cate along the application. It is mandatory to produce the original validated/updated Enlistment 
Certifi cate during the sale/issue of the Tender Documents for verifi cation.

4. The prescribed Non-Transferable Tender Documents [excluding the Tender Form can be obtain during the period specifi ed in [As 
above from the offi  ce of the Assistant Engineer- Singtam, Roads & Bridges Department, Singtam on production of requisite Bank 
Receipt of the State Bank of Sikkim towards the cost of Tender Documents [Non-Refundable] under the Head “0059-80-800” 
cost of Tender Form [Roads & Bridges].

5. Earnest money deposit @ 2.50% in the State Bank of Sikkim shall be the in the form of Deposit Receipt of Schedule Bank which 
includes deposits in the form of Temporary Deposit Receipt [TDR] in favour of the Accounts Offi  cer, Roads & Bridges Department, 
Nirman Bhawan, Gangtok. Tender Form shall be issued only on production of toward deposit receipts of 2.50% earnest money.

6. The Tender documents, including the Tender Form with quoted off er should be placed in a sealed cover with the name of the 
tenderers and the name of work superscripted on it, supporting documents listed at Sl. No: [a] & [b] above should be enclosed 
with the off er.

7. Sealed Tenders may be deposited in the Tender Box in the offi  ce of the Assistant Engineer- Singtam, Roads & Bridges Depart-
ment, Singtam, on the date and within the time indicated above.

8. Tenders shall be opened by the Tender Opening Committee as prescribed by the Government in the presence of the tenderers 
on the date and time indicated above.

9. The Tenderer should sign on every page of the tender documents as Acceptance of the General Direction and Conditions of the 
contract and other laid down norms. The rate quoted should be both in fi gures and words and should be inclusive of GST and 
all other Taxes and Levies. Over writing and corrections should be avoided and if made should be authenticated. Incomplete/
Conditional tenders shall be rejected forthwith.

10. In case of any discrepancy in rate[s] printed in the schedule of Rates and Quantities issued with the tender documents, rate as per 
approved Schedule of Rates will be taken as correct. For items outside the Schedule of Rates [SOR], the rates shall be as per the 
technically checked estimates/analysis. Decision of the PCE-cum-Secretary/Head of the Department will be fi nal and in the regard.

11. The work value, scope and quantum of the work are subjected to change; the contractor shall execute the work as per the 
directives of the Department. No claim on this account is entertained whatsoever. If any claim is made, it shall be as per the 
agreement rates.

12. The Department reserves the rights to hold payments to the contractor unless test certifi cate are not produced by the contractor 
when called upon to do so.

13. Avoidable damages due to negligence of the contractor shall be at his/her own risk and cost. Department shall not be liable for 
payment of such damages [if any], including.

14. The off er shall remain valid for a period of 90 [Ninety] days. The work should commence within 15 [fi fteen] days form the issue 
of Work Order.

15. All the conditions are mentioned in the NIT shall be deemed to a part of the agreement to be entered with the contractor. Security 
deposit shall be collected by deductions from the running bills of the contractor @ 5.00% of the value of work done.

16. The Department reserves the right to accept or reject any or all the tenders without assigning any reason thereof.
17. The recoveries of Royalties on Forest Produce shall be as per rates notifi ed by the Government from time to time and applica-

ble on the date of payment. In no case, claim of any contractor for deduction as per rates incorporated in Analysis of Rates or 
Schedule of Rates on the date of tender shall be acceptable.

18. Subletting of contractor work is against the norms and it come to the notice, the original contractor shall be cancelled and appro-
priate action shall be initiated as per the rules.

19. The Department also reserves the right to increase decrease, alter or modify the item of works as indicated in the NIT without 
assigning any reason thereof.

20. In case the man power employed by the contractors are from outside the State or neighbouring countries, it shall be the responsi-
bility of the contractor to get them registered with the Labour Department, Government of Sikkim as per the relevant Labour Laws.

21. Use of explosive shall be regulated as under:
[a] Transportation, Handling, storage and use of Explosive [if necessary] shall be in accordance with the provision of the Indian 

Explosives Act and General Guidelines, Circulars issued by the department and other competent authorities as per the subject 
from time to time. 

[b] The rules and regulations issued by the Sikkim Public Works Department or any other competent authority shall strictly be ad-
hered to with regard transportation, storage; handling and use of explosives shall be maintained by the contractor.

22. The contractor shall also make arrangement to have photographs of the works taken at least at three stages of the construction 
period i.e. beginning, middle and completion stages.

23. Damages of properties in and around the work site must be avoided at all cost. The contractor shall be held responsible for any 
acts of negligence and shall be made to make good the damages.

24. It is accepted to the tenderer to have inspected the site before submitting his/her bid. There may be possible site diffi  culties for 
which the tenderer should have their own correct assessment before submitting the bid.

25. The cost of Stock materials supplied from the Departmental store will be deducted from the contractor’s bills as per rules.
26. The bidders shall produce a Certifi cate of Residence from the concerned Gram Panchayat Unit where the work is to be 

executed.
Sd/- ASSISTANT ENGINEER

SINGTAM SUB DIVISION
R.O. No. 220/IPR/PUB/Classi./18-19 dt. 23.7.2018                  ROADS & BRIDGES DEPARTMENT

N  D , J  23 (PTI): Those 
not part of the draft National Reg-
ister of Citizens (NRC), a list of As-
sam’s residents, will not automat-
ically be declared foreigners, but 
will get a one-month window to 
ϐile claims and objections, besides 
subsequent judicial recourse, a 
senior Home Ministry ofϐicial said 
today.

The NRC, to be published on 
July 30, is only a draft and after its 
publication, adequate opportuni-
ties for ϐiling claims and objections 
will be available to those whose 
names are excluded from it, he 
added.

“All claims and objections will 
be duly examined. The NRC au-
thorities will give a one-month 
window, when all objections and 
complaints will be examined af-
ter giving a proper hearing to the 
complainants. Only thereafter, the 
ϐinal NRC will be published,” the 
ofϐicial said.

Exclusion from the ϐinal NRC 
does not mean automatic decla-
ration of anyone as foreigner and 
once the ϐinal document is pub-
lished, if someone is dissatisϐied, 

he or she can always go to a for-
eigners’ tribunal in the state to get 
justice, he added.

There are around 300 foreign-
ers’ tribunals in Assam.

The ofϐicial said no one should 
have any apprehension about the 
exercise and added that adequate 
central paramilitary forces were 
dispatched to Assam to assist the 
state administration to deal with 
any law-and-order situation.

Yesterday, Home Minister Ra-
jnath Singh had said there was no 
need to panic and all bona ϐide In-
dians will be given adequate oppor-
tunities to prove their citizenship.

He had also said the NRC was 
being updated in accordance with 
the “Assam Accord” signed on Au-
gust 15, 1985 and the process was 
being carried out as per the direc-
tions of the Supreme Court, which 
was monitoring it continuously.

The home minister had assert-
ed that the NRC exercise was being 
carried out in a totally impartial, 
transparent and meticulous man-
ner and will continue so.

The part draft of the NRC was 
published on the intervening night 

of December 31 and January 1, 
wherein the names of 1.9 crore of 
the 3.29 crore applicants were in-
corporated.

On July 30, the fate of all 3.29 
crore applicants will be decided.

The massive exercise, aimed at 
identifying the illegal immigrants 
in the north-eastern state border-
ing Bangladesh, is being carried 
out following a decision in 2005 
after a series of meetings involving 
the central and state governments 
and the inϐluential All Assam Stu-
dents’ Union (AASU).

When the NRC was ϐirst pre-
pared in Assam in 1951, the state 
had 80 lakh citizens.

The process of identiϐication 
of illegal immigrants in Assam has 
been debated and has become a 
contentious issue in the state’s pol-
itics. A six-year agitation demand-
ing identiϐication and deportation 
of illegal immigrants was launched 
by the AASU in 1979.

It had culminated with the 
signing of the Assam Accord on 
August 15, 1985, in the presence 
of the then prime minister Rajiv 
Gandhi.

Exclusion from NRC does not mean 
declaration as foreigners: MHA

1,883 small 
and big 
quakes hit 
India since 
2015: Govt
N  D , J  23 
(PTI): More than 1,880 
earthquakes of varying 
magnitudes, including 
three measuring above 
7M, jolted India during 
the past three years until 
this July, Minister of Earth 
Sciences Harsh Vardhan 
said in Lok Sabha today.

All the three major 
earthquakes occurred in 
2015. On April 26 that 
year, a 7.9M quake struck 
between Nepal’s capital 
city Kathmandu and an-
other city, Pokhara. On 
May 12, a second earth-
quake of 7.3M hit the 
country’s eastern part, 
near Mount Everest. Near-
ly 9,000 people died in Ne-
pal. The third major earth-
quake hit the Hindu Kush 
region in Afghanistan.

Although these earth-
quakes did not have their 
epicentres in India, trem-
ors were felt in several 
parts of the country and 
led to losses to property 
and claimed lives.

In a written reply to 
a question in Lok Sabha, 
Vardhan gave a break-up 
of the earthquakes that 
hit India between 2015 
and July 12 this year. He 
said the National Centre 
for Seismology (NCS) 
recorded 1,739 quakes 
with magnitudes be-
tween 3 and 5, while 121 
quakes had magnitudes 
between 5.1 and 6.

Twenty quakes were 
in 6.1-7 magnitude range 
and three were more 
than seven (Nepal and 
Afghanistan).

NCS head Vineet Ku-
mar Gahalaut said that 
anything in the range of 
3-5 M is considered small 
earthquakes. Quakes that 
fall in the magnitude range 
of 5-6 and 6-7 are consid-
ered moderate and strong 
respectively. Anything be-
yond 7-8 M is considered 
major, he explained.

In response to an-
other question, Vardhan 
said the government 
plans to use Aerosol Op-
tical Depth to estimate 
ground-based ϐine par-
ticulate matter (PM) 2.5.

The PM2.5 includes 
pollutants like sulfate, 
nitrate and black carbon, 
which pose the greatest 
risk to human health.

G , J  23 (PTI): 
Assam Police have ar-
rested three persons, in-
cluding a BJP leader and 
a senior police ofϐicial 
for trying to inϐluence 
the probe into the cash-
for-job scam which has 
rocked the state, an ofϐi-
cial said today.

Vice-president of rul-
ing BJP’s Darrang unit 
Sailen Sarma Barua, dep-
uty superintendent of 
police (DSP) of Duliajan 
Kabita Das and business-
man Surajit Chaudhury 
were held last night, Di-
brugarh district superin-
tendent of police Gautam 
Bora said.

“We have arrest-
ed DSP Kabita Das last 
night. She has already 
been taken to Guwahati 
and is being interrogat-
ed,” Bora said.

“Two more persons 

were arrested from Dar-
rang and Guwahati. One 
is Sailen Sarma Barua 
who is the vice-president 
of ruling BJP’s Darrang 
unit and an advocate 
from Mangaldoi and the 
other is a businessman 
named Surajit Chaud-
hury,” he added.

According to ofϐicial 
sources, the duo was try-
ing to inϐluence the probe 
by meeting judges at the 
Guwahati High Court.

The Dibrugarh Police 
is investigating the scam 
at the Assam Public Ser-
vice Commission (APSC) 
in which a total 67 peo-
ple including the former 
APSC chairman Rakesh 
Kumar Paul and over 55 
civil services ofϐicials 
have been arrested.

On July 18, another 
19 ofϐicers of Assam Civ-
il Services (ACS), Assam 

Police Services (APS) 
and other allied services 
of the 2016 batch were 
held. APS ofϐicer Pallavi 
Sharma, the daughter of 
BJP MP R P Sharma, was 
among them.

In November last 
year, former Congress 
Minister Nilamani Sen 
Deka’s son Rajarshi Sen 
Deka was also arrest-
ed for allegedly land-
ing a job through unfair 
means. Dibrugarh police 
had earlier arrested 35 
government ofϐicials 
in the scam, including 
the prime accused Paul, 
Commission member 
Samedur Rahman and 
Basanta Kumar Doley 
and Assistant Controller 
of Examinations Pabi-
tra Kaibarta. All of them 
have been accused of 
bribing Paul, who is also 
currently in jail.

BJP leader, senior cop 
arrested in APSC scam

K , J  23 (PTI): The agitating 
Calcutta Medical College and Hospi-
tal(CMCH) students lifted their indef-
inite hunger strike on the 14th day 
today after a college council meeting 
decided to give in to their demands 
and accomodate senior students in two 
ϐloors of the new 11-storied hostel.

The college council meeting decid-
ed that students of second to fourth 
years will be alloted rooms in the two 
ϐloors of the new hostel builing, a CMCH 
spokesman said.

The indeϐinite fast was launched by 
six students of the premier institute, on 
July 10 and were joined by 15 others on 
July 19. The agitation was withdrawn at 
2 pm this noon, he said. Three of the pro-
testing students fell ill during the indef-
inite hunger strike and one of them had 
been admitted to the hospital. He was 
discharged today and the condition of the 
other two is stable. They were seen cel-
ebrating with their friends after the fast 

was withdrawn.
Sayantan Mukuty, a student support-

ing the stir, said the authorities have 
assured to accomodate the senior stu-
dents in the new hostel building soon 
and make public the list of the allotted 
seats. The strike over hostel rooms was 
launched after the authorities at the 
state-run college notiϐied that the new 
11-storey building would be allotted 
only to freshers and refused to relent to 
the requests of the senior students .

The old hostel, the protesters al-
leged, was in a “dilapidated” condition 
and did not have sufϐicient space to ac-
commodate all senior students.

Today’s college council meeting 
had been convened by the new ofϐici-
ating principal Ashok Bhadra and was 
attended by heads of departments and 
other ofϐicials. It decided that the mo-
dalities of allotment of seats in the new 
hostel building will be chalked out in 
consultation with the students soon.

CMCH students withdraw 
inde inite hunger strike
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ROADS & BRIDGES DEPARTMENT
GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM

SINGTAM
Memo No. 96/AES/R&B                  Date: 23/07/2018

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

CONDITIONS OF CONTRACT:
1. Tender is open only to the eligible Contractors/Firms of appropriate Class/Area.
2. The intending tenders/contractors should apply in writing of issue of tender documents. The application 

would be invariably be signed by the contractor himself/herself. The tender documents will not be issued 
to any person other than the INTENDING TENDER. The application shall be submitted initially for each 
works listed above with all required documents.

3. The application should enclosed attested copies of the  a] Goods & Service Tax Clearance Certifi cate b] 
Validated/ Updated Contractor Enlistment Certifi cate along the application. It is mandatory to produce the 
original validated/updated Enlistment Certifi cate during the sale/issue of the Tender Documents for verifi -
cation.

4. The prescribed Non-Transferable Tender Documents [excluding the Tender Form can be obtain during 
the period specifi ed in [As above from the offi  ce of the Assistant Engineer- Singtam, Roads & Bridges 
Department, Singtam on production of requisite Bank Receipt of the State Bank of Sikkim towards the cost 
of Tender Documents [Non-Refundable] under the Head “0059-80-800” cost of Tender Form [Roads & 
Bridges].

5. Earnest money deposit @ 2.50% in the State Bank of Sikkim shall be the in the form of Deposit Receipt of 
Schedule Bank which includes deposits in the form of Temporary Deposit Receipt [TDR] in favour of the 
Accounts Offi  cer, Roads & Bridges Department, Nirman Bhawan, Gangtok. Tender Form shall be issued 
only on production of toward deposit receipts of 2.50% earnest money.

6. The Tender documents, including the Tender Form with quoted off er should be placed in a sealed cover 
with the name of the tenderers and the name of work superscripted on it, supporting documents listed at 
Sl. No: [a] & [b] above should be enclosed with the off er.

7. Sealed Tenders may be deposited in the Tender Box in the offi  ce of the Assistant Engineer- Singtam, 
Roads & Bridges Department, Singtam, on the date and within the time indicated above.

8. Tenders shall be opened by the Tender Opening Committee as prescribed by the Government in the pres-
ence of the tenderers on the date and time indicated above.

9. The Tenderer should sign on every page of the tender documents as Acceptance of the General Direction 
and Conditions of the contract and other laid down norms. The rate quoted should be both in fi gures and 
words and should be inclusive of GST and all other Taxes and Levies. Over writing and corrections should 
be avoided and if made should be authenticated. Incomplete/Conditional tenders shall be rejected forthwith.

10. In case of any discrepancy in rate[s] printed in the schedule of Rates and Quantities issued with the tender 
documents, rate as per approved Schedule of Rates will be taken as correct. For items outside the Sched-
ule of Rates [SOR], the rates shall be as per the technically checked estimates/analysis. Decision of the 
PCE-cum-Secretary/Head of the Department will be fi nal and in the regard.

11. The work value, scope and quantum of the work are subjected to change; the contractor shall execute the 
work as per the directives of the Department. No claim on this account is entertained whatsoever. If any 
claim is made, it shall be as per the agreement rates.

12. The Department reserves the rights to hold payments to the contractor unless test certifi cate are not pro-
duced by the contractor when called upon to do so.

13. Avoidable damages due to negligence of the contractor shall be at his/her own risk and cost. Department 
shall not be liable for payment of such damages [if any], including.

14. The off er shall remain valid for a period of 90 [Ninety] days. The work should commence within 15 [fi fteen] 
days form the issue of Work Order.

15. All the conditions are mentioned in the NIT shall be deemed to a part of the agreement to be entered with 
the contractor. Security deposit shall be collected by deductions from the running bills of the contractor @ 
5.00% of the value of work done.

16. The Department reserves the right to accept or reject any or all the tenders without assigning any reason 
thereof.

17. The recoveries of Royalties on Forest Produce shall be as per rates notifi ed by the Government from time 
to time and applicable on the date of payment. In no case, claim of any contractor for deduction as per 
rates incorporated in Analysis of Rates or Schedule of Rates on the date of tender shall be acceptable.

18. Subletting of contractor work is against the norms and it come to the notice, the original contractor shall be 
cancelled and appropriate action shall be initiated as per the rules.

19. The Department also reserves the right to increase decrease, alter or modify the item of works as indicated 
in the NIT without assigning any reason thereof.

20. In case the man power employed by the contractors are from outside the State or neighbouring countries, 
it shall be the responsibility of the contractor to get them registered with the Labour Department, Govern-
ment of Sikkim as per the relevant Labour Laws.

21. Use of explosive shall be regulated as under:
[a] Transportation, Handling, storage and use of Explosive [if necessary] shall be in accordance with the pro-

vision of the Indian Explosives Act and General Guidelines, Circulars issued by the department and other 
competent authorities as per the subject from time to time. 

[b] The rules and regulations issued by the Sikkim Public Works Department or any other competent authority 
shall strictly be adhered to with regard transportation, storage; handling and use of explosives shall be 
maintained by the contractor.

22. The contractor shall also make arrangement to have photographs of the works taken at least at three 
stages of the construction period i.e. beginning, middle and completion stages.

23. Damages of properties in and around the work site must be avoided at all cost. The contractor shall be held 
responsible for any acts of negligence and shall be made to make good the damages.

24. It is accepted to the tenderer to have inspected the site before submitting his/her bid. There may be possible 
site diffi  culties for which the tenderer should have their own correct assessment before submitting the bid.

25. The cost of Stock materials supplied from the Departmental store will be deducted from the contractor’s 
bills as per rules.

26. The bidders shall produce a Certifi cate of Residence from the concerned Gram Panchayat Unit 
where the work is to be executed.

Sd/- ASSISTANT ENGINEER
SINGTAM SUB DIVISION

                ROADS & BRIDGES DEPARTMENT
R.O. No. 219/IPR/PUB/Classi./18-19 dt. 23.7.2018
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BEFORE THE LEARNED 
OATH COMMISSIONER AT 
GANGTOK, EAST SIKKIM

AFFIDAVIT
I, Mrs Kelsang Diki Bhutia, wife of Mr. Bunit Bas-
net, aged about 35 years, by Gaith Buddhist, 
resident of Arithang, Sisa Golai, Gangtok, East 
Sikkim, do hereby solemnly affi  rm and declare 
on oath as under:-

That in all mu relevant documents including 
my Unique Identifi cation (Aadhaar) card vide No. 
3270 7477 8760, my name has been recorded 
as “KELSANG DIKI BHUTIA”, which is correct.

That, all my academic certifi cates, my name 
has been recorded as “KELSANG DIKI”, which 
is incorrect.

That I hereby swear an oath that the names 
“KELSANG DIKI BUTIA” and “KELSANG DIKI” 
are of same and on e person representing me 
only and henceforth my offi  cial name shall be 
“KELSANG DIKI BHUTIA” for all purpose and 
purport.

AND WHEREAS, the above mentioned state-
ment is true to the best of my knowledge and 
belief and nothing material has been concealed 
thereform and have signed this affi  davit on this 
the 3rd day of July 2018 at Gangtok, East Sikkim.

Sd/-
DEPONENT.

W , J  23 (AP): Presi-
dent Donald Trump has warned Ira-
nian President Hassan Rouhani that 
he will face dire consequences for 
threatening the United States.

Trump tweeted late yesterday 
about the dangers to Iran of making 
hostile threats after Rouhani said 
“America must understand well that 
peace with Iran is the mother of all 
peace and war with Iran is the moth-
er of all wars.”

Trump responded with a tweet 
that warned: “Never ever threat-
en the united states again or you 
will suffer consequences the like of 
which few throughout history have 
ever suffered before.”

Within hours, Iranian state-
owned news agency IRNA dismissed 
Trump’s tweet, describing it as a 
“passive reaction” to Rouhani’s re-
marks.

The agency, a government 
mouthpiece, also said Monday that 
Trump’s comment was only mimick-
ing and copying Iranian Foreign Min-
ister Mohammad Javad Zarif who 
had in the past warned the West to 
“never threaten an Iranian.”

Trump earlier this year pulled 
the United States out of the interna-
tional deal meant to prevent Tehran 
from developing a nuclear weapon 
and ordered increased American 
sanctions.

Rouhani had warned Trump 
yesterday to stop “playing with the 
lion’s tail” and threatening Iran, “or 
else you will regret it.”

Trump has suggested Iranian 
leaders are “going to call me and say 
‘let’s make a deal’” but Iran has re-
jected talks.

Rouhani has previously lashed 
out against Trump for threatening to 
re-impose the sanctions, as well as 
for moving the US embassy to Jerusa-
lem and banning travel to the US from 
certain Muslim-majority countries.

Trump’s tweet suggested he 

has little patience with the trading 
of hostile messages with Iran, us-
ing exceptionally strong language 
and writing an all-capitalised 
tweet.

“we are no longer a country that 
will stand for your demented words 
of violence & death. Be cautious!,” he 
wrote.

Trump has a history of ϐiring off 
heated tweets that seem to quickly 
escalate long-standing disputes with 
leaders of nations at odds with the US.

In the case of North Korea, the 
public war of words cooled quickly 

and gradually led to the high proϐile 
summit and denuclearisation talks.

Yesterday in California, Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo was strongly 
critical of Iran.

He called the religious leaders 
of Iran “hypocritical holy men” who 
amassed vast sums of wealth while 
allowing their people to suffer, part 
of a highly critical broadside issued 
as the republic approached the 40th 
anniversary of its Islamic revolution 
and the US prepared to reimpose the 
economic sanctions.

Pompeo talked about increasing 

the media outreach to the Iranian 
people.

He said the US Broadcasting 
Board of Governors is taking new 
steps to help Iranians get around in-
ternet censorship and is launching 
a new 24/7 Farsi-language channel 
across television, radio, digital, and 
social media formats, “so that ordi-
nary Iranians inside Iran and around 
the globe can know America stands 
with them.”

In the speech at the Ronald Rea-
gan Presidential Library and Muse-
um, Pompeo castigated Iran’s politi-
cal, judicial and military leaders, too, 
accusing several by name of partici-
pating in widespread corruption.

He also said the government 
has “heartlessly repressed its own 
people’s human rights, dignity and 
fundamental freedoms.” He said de-
spite poor treatment by their lead-
ers, “the proud Iranian people are 
not staying silent about their gov-
ernment’s many abuses,” Pompeo 
said.

“And the United States under 
President Trump will not stay si-
lent either. In light of these pro-
tests and 40 years of regime tyran-
ny, I have a message for the people 
of Iran: The United States hears 
you,” he said.

“The United States supports you. 
The United States is with you.”

Trump ires off explosive threat to Iran’s leader

I , J  23 
(PTI): Jailed former Pa-
kistan prime minister 
Nawaz Sharif is on the 
verge of a kidney failure 
and doctors have recom-
mended to shift him to a 
hospital immediately, ac-
cording to a media report.

Sharif , 68, is serving 
a 10-year jail term in a 
corruption case over his 
family’s purchase of luxu-
ry apartments in London. 
He has been lodged in the 
Adiala Jail in Rawalpindi 
since July 13.

A team of doctors 
from Rawalpindi In-
stitute of Cardiology 
(RIC), headed by its 
Chief Executive Major 
General (retd) Dr Azhar 
Mehmood Kayani, visited 
the prison and compiled 
a report after carrying 
out a detailed medical 
check-up. The report 

has now been sent to the 
Punjab Health Secretary.

The ϐindings in the 
report suggest that Shar-
if be shifted to a hospital 
immediately, The Ex-
press Tribune reported.

Sharif had com-
plained about his health 
on Saturday.

Although his personal 
physician Dr Adnan had 

seen him twice in recent 
days, the jail administra-
tion called doctors from 
RIC to be sure of what 
had happened. The team 
spent about one-and-a-
half hour inspecting his 
condition.

According to the 
medical board, his body’s 
water levels are very 
low, which has made his 

heartbeat erratic now. 
The amount of urea in his 
blood has also become 
very high, which could 
even lead to kidney fail-
ure, the report said.

The board’s ϐindings 
suggested that Sharif be 
shifted to hospital imme-
diately, it added.

The Punjab Prisons 
sources told Daily Ex-

press that they are wait-
ing for the Punjab home 
department’s orders 
about shifting Sharif to 
the hospital.

Caretaker provincial 
ministers Shaukat Javed 
and Ahmed Waqas Riaz 
said the jail superinten-
dent has been informed 
in writing about Sharif’s 
health issues and the 
home department has 
formed a medical board 
which will perform an-
other checkup today to 
decide on whether to 
shift him to a hospital, 
the report said.

They conϐirmed that 
Sharif ’s medical tests 
suggested he had kidney 
issues. The caretaker 
government is in touch 
with jail authorities and 
Sharif is getting better 
medical facilities, they 
added.

Sharif on verge of kidney
failure in jail: Report

T , J  23 (AFP): 
A 29-year-old gunman 
opened ϐire on pedestri-
ans in a bustling Toron-
to neighborhood, killing 
two and wounding a 
dozen others, police in 
Canada’s largest city said 
today, adding the suspect 
was found dead in an al-
ley after an exchange of 
gunϐire with police.

A video clip posted 
by Canadian media ap-
peared to show a dark-
clad man walking on the 
sidewalk in Toronto’s 
Greektown neighbor-
hood Sunday night and 
then turning to aim and ϐire a handgun

“At approximately 10 pm on July 22, 
2018, a man walking along Danforth Avenue 
ϐired shots at groups of people several times. 
Several people were struck. Two civilians 
were fatally injured,” the Ontario Special In-
vestigations Unit said.

The unit, which investigates police-in-
volved shootings, said ofϐicers located the 
man on a cross street “and an exchange of 
gunϐire took place.” “The man ϐled the area 
and was located deceased on Danforth Ave-
nue,” it said.

Toronto police chief Mark Saunders 
had said earlier that one of the victims was 
a young woman, and that a young girl was 
in critical condition. It put the number of 
wounded at 13.

The gunman, who police said was 29, 
was not identiϐied by name and a motive for 
the shooting in a district of cafes and restau-

rants was not immediately known.
Ofϐicers, some armed with riϐles, sealed 

off Danforth Avenue, Greektown’s main 
street, after getting the call around 10:00 
pm (0200 GMT Monday).

Witnesses reported hearing about 20 
shots.

“There was a lot of shots. It would shoot, 
there’d be a pause, we heard more shooting, 
and then a pause and then more shooting,” 
The Globe and Mail quoted John Tulloch, 
who was out for a walk at the time, as saying.

“There must’ve been 20, 30 shots, alto-
gether. It was a lot. We just ran.”

Jody Steinhauer told CBC News she was 
at a neighborhood restaurant with her fam-
ily when she heard what sounded like 10 to 
15 blasts of ϐirecrackers.

She said she was told to run to the back 
of the restaurant.

“We started to hear people scream out 
front,” Steinhauer told the broadcaster.

Ontario’s new Pre-
mier Doug Ford called 
it a “horriϐic act of gun 
violence” and said his 
heart went out to the 
victims.

The incident 
comes with Cana-
da’s largest metrop-
olis concerned over 
a surge of shootings. 
Canada traditional-
ly has relatively low 
levels of gun violence, 
particularly com-
pared with neighbor-
ing United States.

Mayor John Tory 
said Sunday night’s 

ϐirearms violence is “evidence of a gun prob-
lem” in Toronto.

“Guns are too readily available to too 
many people,” Tory told a news conference.

Tory added that details of the latest inci-
dent remained sketchy and urged people to 
stay calm.

“We have to ϐigure out what happened 
here. We don’t know,” he said.

Toronto Police statistics show that, to 
July 14, there had been a total of 220 shoot-
ings with 27 fatalities so far this year, against 
196 with 17 deaths for all of 2017.

Last week, Toronto police started im-
plementing the enforcement component of 
their “gun violence reduction plan.” That 
includes around 200 additional ofϐicers on 
shift in particular neighborhoods between 
the hours of 7:00 pm and 3:00 am - when 
most shootings occur.

Gunman kills two in Toronto shooting rampage

C , J  23 (AFP): 
A Sri Lankan Test crick-
eter has been suspended 
after a Norwegian wom-
an accused his friend 
of raping her in a hotel 
room where he was pres-
ent, an ofϐicial said Mon-
day.

Dhanushka Gu-
nathilaka, 27, and his 
friend, who cannot be 
named, took two Norwe-
gian women to the hotel 
where the player was 
staying in Colombo in the 
early hours of Sunday.

One of the women 
later accused the sec-
ond man, a British pass-
port-holder of Sri Lankan 
origin, of raping her and 
police arrested him.

The 26-year-old “is 
under arrest and we are 
continuing our investi-
gations,” a police ofϐicial 
told AFP. “A Norwegian 

tourist made the com-
plaint of rape.”

He said there was no 
allegation against Gu-
nathilaka, who is current-
ly Sri Lanka’s best-per-
forming batsman in an 
ongoing tour by South 
Africa.

However Sri Lanka 
Cricket on Sunday night 
suspended him on a 
“misconduct” charge, al-
though he is allowed to 
play in the match that is 
currently taking place.

The governing body’s 
rules stipulate that 
during matches players 
must be back in their 
hotel rooms by midnight 
and cannot have guests.

The cricket board will 
also “withheld Gunathila-
ka’s fee for the ongoing 
Test match until the out-
come of the inquiry,” it 
said.

Sri Lanka cricketer 
suspended after friend 
accused of hotel rape

British 
Sikhs to get 
ethnicity 
status in 
2021 census: 
Report
L , J  23 (PTI): 
Britain’s strong Sikh 
community is all set to 
be listed in the 2021 cen-
sus as a distinct ethnicity 
rather than only as a re-
ligion, the UK Statistics 
Authority has said, a ma-
jor step that will give the 
community a fair access 
to all public services in 
the country.

Last year, over 100 
British MPs, including 
Indian-origin lawmakers, 
had asked the authority 
to include Sikh as a sep-
arate ethnic box for the 
2021 census.

The 2021 census is 
set to list Sikhism as a dis-
tinct ethnicity rather than 
only as a religion, The 
Sunday Times reported.

In the most recent 
census in 2011, more 
than 83,000 Sikhs re-
fused to tick any of the 
choices in the question 
on ethnicity, rejecting 
options such as Indian in 
order to write “Sikh” in 
the space for “any other 
ethnic group”, it said.

The Ofϐice for Na-
tional Statistics (ONS) is 
considering the inclusion 
of Sikhism as an ethnici-
ty on the 2021 form, but 
had raised concerns over 
the issue of “public ac-
ceptability” and wheth-
er the move would have 
backing across Britain’s 
430,000-strong Sikh 
community, the report 
said.

The all-party parlia-
mentary group for Brit-
ish Sikhs offered to write 
to Gurdwaras to assist 
the ONS with its public 
consultation, it added.

Sikhs are a legally 
recognised ethnic group 
under the UK’s Race Re-
lations Act 1976 and 
campaigners for the 
change believe this gives 
them a right to be able 
to identify themselves 
separately from current 
census options, such as 
Indian or British Indian.

Sikhs are already 
recognised as a separate 
religion within an op-
tional religious question 
introduced in the 2001 
Census.

In preparation for 
the 2021 census, which 
is expected to be con-
ducted largely online, the 
ONS ran a test version 
of the census in 2017 
with “Sikh” included as 
an option under ethnic-
ity in areas with large 
Sikh populations - Houn-
slow in west London and 
Wolverhampton in the 
West Midlands region 
of England. It found that 
almost a quarter of those 
who speciϐied Sikhism as 
their religion also chose 
Sikh as their ethnicity.
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ARIES: Realize that you’re the one 
responsible for cleaning up your own 
mess, Aries. If you’ve left your dirty 
clothes on the fl oor and the dishes 
unwashed, you will be the one who has 
to pay the consequences later on. Take 
responsibility for your actions. Today 
is an excellent day to do your laundry 
and clean the mess in the sink. You’ll 
feel better about yourself and your 
immediate environment after you do.
TAURUS: Things should be going your 
way right now, Taurus. Feel confi dent 
about yourself and your decisions. Let 
your inner glow radiate outward and 
show people that you have a great 
deal of love to off er. Practice what you 
preach. You lose respect when you act 
contrary to the way in which you insist 
the people around you act. Feel your 
power from within as opposed to trying 
to get it from others.

GEMINI: Follow through on your 
promises today, Gemini. You may be 
generous with your words and advice, 
but you might fall a bit short when 
it comes to actually delivering the 
goods. This is a great time to prove 
to others that you mean what you say. 
Do the things that you said you would. 
You’ll be able to accomplish quite a 
bit as long as you maintain a focused 
and positive mindset.
CANCER: Don’t get discouraged by 
other people’s failures today, Cancer. 
There may be signs that warn you of 
potential roadblocks ahead, but this 
doesn’t mean that you should turn your 
car around or give up on your goal. 
Perhaps you only need to slow down 
the pace or select a new route. Either 
way, you have the perseverance and 
inner drive to accomplish any task you 
undertake.

LEO: Don’t get thrown off  your path, 
Leo. Focus inward and concentrate on 
the tasks at hand. This may not be the 
most lighthearted and jovial day, but 
one must always take the good with the 
bad. Use the sober, grounding tone of 
today’s energy to get down to business 
and stay there. Work now, play later! 
Remember the story about the ant and 
the grasshopper. Now is the time to 
store provisions for the future.
VIRGO: Things should be fl owing 
quite well for you today, Virgo. Take 
this opportunity and use the energy to 
its full potential. Center yourself and 
look at the weeks ahead. Where do 
you want to be in two months? Where 
do you want to be in two years? 
Now is the time to take stock of what 
you’ve got and plan for future growth. 
You have a great deal going for you, 
so don’t waste your time on frivolity.

LIBRA: Today is a great day to 
gather data for a new project you’re 
working on, Libra. Put your nose to 
the grindstone and make some major 
progress on an important job. Find 
comfort in your work. Make sure, 
however, that the work you’re engaged 
in is something that feeds your soul 
as opposed to just put money in your 
pocket. This is critical to maintaining a 
healthy mind and spirit.
SCORPIO: It’s obvious how much you 
like to dream, Scorpio. Certainly, this 
is an important part of your existence. 
Realize that there comes a time when 
you must face reality. This is one of 
those days when you need to bite the 
bullet and deal with your bills. Take 
care of annoying errands that you’ve 
been putting off . Send the letters that 
have piled up on your desk for days. 
Stop making excuses.

SAGITTARIUS: Stop wasting your 
energy on things that have no real 
relevance in your life, Sagittarius. This 
is a day to focus your attention on the 
tasks at hand and get things done. 
Don’t get distracted by the blinking 
neon lights. Stay tuned to your own 
channel. It might not be a bad idea to 
adopt more of a critical tone so you 
don’t get caught up in issues that 
don’t pertain to you.
CAPRICORN: Delight in all your 
projects today, Capricorn. You should 
enjoy a positive mood and pleasurable 
experiences with others. Let the good 
times roll. Your ego and emotions 
should be acting harmoniously. You 
have every reason to smile, so keep 
grinning from ear to ear. You’re able 
to get a lot accomplished if you so 
choose. Adjust your compass, check 
the prevailing winds, and set sail.

AQUARIUS: Today isn’t a great day 
for inspiring enthusiasm in others, 
Aquarius. You might fi nd that there’s 
a sober, conservative tone to the 
day that’s stealing the fuel from your 
fi re. Realize that this is just part of 
the natural cycle of things. Don’t feel 
that you need to be up and active 
all the time. Give yourself a rest and 
focus your energy inward. Settle your 
nerves and get down to business.
PISCES: Today is an excellent day in 
which you should be able to ground 
your emotions and fi nd a greater 
amount of stability in your life. As you 
walk down the street, be conscious of 
the Earth below you. Plant your feet 
fi rmly on the ground and realize that 
you’re a living part and product of this 
great planet. Don’t separate yourself 
from Mother Nature - you are her 
child. Respect her.

PREMIERE NIGHT! MISSION: Impossible- Falloutt 
star Tom Cruise looked dapper in a three-piece 
black suit as he showed up to the latest Mission: 
Impossible fi lm’s premiere and screening at the 
Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum in 
Washington DC solo.

Salman Khan’s name is 
synonymous with con-

troversies. After the ac-
tor was targeted by the 
Bishnoi community in the 
blackbuck poaching case, 
the recent accusations 
come from Valmiki com-
munity.

An FIR was ϐiled in as 
many as six states against 
the Tiger Zinda Hai actor after he was accused 
of making derogatory comments against the 
community. Today, the proceedings of the 
same will continue in Supreme Court today 
after Salman Khan sought the quashing of 
these FIRs.

It all started during the promotions of 
Ali Abbas Zafar’s directorial, Tiger Zinda Hai 
when Salman Khan was a celebrity guest on 
Shilpa Shetty’s reality show. A comment made 
by the actor and Shilpa offended the Valmiki 
community and they sought legal help after 
they found it objectionable.

Post this, numerous 
FIRs were registered 
against the duo in different 
states including Rajasthan 
and Delhi. Though the is-
sue ϐizzled out too soon, 
the actor, along with his 
legal team now wants to 
quash all these FIRs.

As per the latest devel-
opment, the bench headed 

by the Chief Justice of India, Dipak Misra, will 
take the proceedings forward over Salman 
Khan’s plea. After Salman moved the court for 
his plea, his lawyers also sought the court’s 
help requesting them to order the state gov-
ernments as well as police departments to 
not register any more complaints on the case.

So, in previous court hearings, it had 
stayed all cases ϐiled against the actor and 
had even asked the complainants to submit 
all the necessary documents regarding the 
case. What needs to be noted here is the ver-
dict may or may not rule in the actor’s favour.

Chris Pratt and Zoe Saldana spoke out 
on social media on Sunday after their 

Guardians of the Galaxy franchise direc-
tor James Gunn was ϐired. Gunn, 51, was 
axed on Friday after offensive tweets he 
posted between 2008 and 2009 resur-
faced.

Chris, 39, portrays Peter Quill aka 
Star-Lord in the Guardians of the Galaxy 
movies opposite Saldana, 40, who plays 
Gamora.

“It’s been a challenging weekend I’m 
not gonna lie. I’m pausing myself to take 
everything in before I speak out of term. 
I just want everyone to know I love ALL 
members of my GOTG family. Always 
will,” Zoe wrote for her nearly 840,000 
followers on Twitter.

Chriss didn’t reference Gunn’s ϐiring 
directly, but he made a biblical reference 
that ϐit the issue for his nearly 6 million 
followers.

“Understand this, my dear brothers 
and sisters. Let every person be quick 
to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger,” 
he posted along with the Bible reference 
James 1:19.

Their co-star Dave Bautista leaped 
to Gunn’s defense on Friday after he was 
ϐired by Walt Disney Studios.

In his own tweet on Friday night, 
Bautista, 49, wrote: “I will have more 
to say but for right now all I will say is 
this. James Gunn is one of the most lov-
ing, caring, good-natured people I have 
ever met. He’s gentle and kind and cares 
deeply for people and animals. He’s 
made mistakes. We all have. I’m NOT OK 
with what’s happening to him.”

Gunn was ϐired on Friday after con-
servative news site The Daily Caller 
drew attention to several of his contro-
versial tweets. The since-deleted posts 
featured jokes about sensitive topics 
including pedophilia, rape, the 9/11 ter-
ror attack and the Holocaust.

Among them was one where Gunn 
wrote: “I like when little boys touch me 
in my silly place.”

In another he says: “The best thing 
about being raped is when you’re done 
being raped and it’s like whew this feels 
great, not being raped!”

Nearly two dozen other tweets main-
ly in 2008 and 2009 were captured in 

screenshots before he deleted his account.
He defended himself ϐirst, saying: 

“Many people who have followed my 
career know when I started, I viewed 
myself as a provocateur, making movies 
and telling jokes that were outrageous 
and taboo. As I have discussed publicly 
many times, as I’ve developed as a per-
son, so has my work and my humor,” he 
wrote.

“It’s not to say I’m better, but I am 
very, very different than I was a few 
years ago; today I try to root my work 
in love and connection and less in anger. 
My days saying something just because 
it’s shocking and trying to get a reaction 
are over.

For the record, when I made these 
shocking jokes, I wasn’t living them 
out. I know this is a weird statement to 
make, and seems obvious, but, still, here 
I am, saying it.

Anyway, that’s the completely honest 
truth: I used to make a lot of offensive 
jokes. I don’t anymore. I don’t blame my 
past self for this, but I like myself more 
and feel like a more full human being 
and creator today. Love you to you all.”

OAN correspondent Jack Posobiec 
and right-wing commentator Mike Cer-
novich were reportedly among the con-

servative personalities who unearthed 
the tweets this week, according to Fox 
News.

The Daily Caller’s expose came af-
ter Gunn mocked conservative pundit 
Ben Shapiro earlier this week while de-
fending liberal actor Mark Duplass, who 
came under ϐire for encouraging his fans 
to follow Shapiro to hear views from the 
other side of the aisle.

Fox News reports that Gunn’s com-
ments motivated the dig through the 
ϐilmmaker’s social media history. All 
of the tweets were posted before Gunn 
joined the Marvel Universe in 2014 but 
executives at Walt Disney Studios have 
decided to cut ties with him regardless.

“The offensive attitudes and state-
ments discovered on James’ Twitter feed 
are indefensible and inconsistent with 
our studio’s values, and we have severed 
our business relationship with him,” 
chairman Alan Horn in a statement.

Gunn defended himself on Twitter 
on Friday before deleting his account. 
The Missouri native had been writing 
the script for Guardians 3 and was set to 
start ϐilming in Atlanta this fall.

The studio has not commented on 
who may take his place in the movie ex-
pected to be released in 2020.

Chris Pratt, Zoe Saldana break silence over firing of
Guardians of the Galaxy director James Gunn!

There will be a new su-
per-villain roaming the 

streets of Central City. Chris 
Klein, of American Pie fame, 
has been cast as Cicada in 
season ϐive of The CW super-
hero series The Flash.

The announcement along 
with the ϐirst trailer for the 
new season was unveiled 
during the show’s panel at 
the 2018 Comic Con in San 
Diego on Saturday.

The 39-years old actor is 
best known for his role in the 
American Pie franchise, but 
he has also starred in a num-
ber of television shows like 
The Grinder, The Idiotsitter, 
How We Live and Wilfred.

In the comic, the Cicada 
character enters the Flash’s 
life as a mysterious cult lead-
er whose followers are dedi-
cated to the murder of every 
one that the Flash has ever 
saved using lightning bolt 

shaped daggers.
But Klein’s TV version is 

being described by the net-
work as “a grizzled, blue-col-
lar everyman whose family 
has been torn apart by meta-
humans. Now he seeks to 
exterminate the epidemic — 
one metahuman at a time.”

In the new trailer, we see 
Barry Allen’s [Flash] reaction 
when he discovers that the 

mystery girl, dubbed XS, that ap-
peared in the season four ϐinale 
is his daughter from the future.

The trailer then closes 
with a harrowing, but brief, 
glimpse of Cicada.

The Flash follows Bar-
ry Allen [The Flash], who 
is played by Grant Gustin, 
a crime ϐighting investiga-
tor who gains super-human 
speed and uses it for good.

It is spin-off from Arrow, 
which exists in the same ϐic-
tional universe.

The Flash premiered in 
October 2014 and became 
the second-most watched 
premiere in the history of 
The CW. It won a People’s 
Choice Award for Favorite 
New TV Drama in 2014.

Season ϐive is set to pre-
miere 09 Oct, 2018.    

Chris Klein cast as DC super-villain Cicada
for upcoming The Flash season 05!

Yet another controversy for Salman Khan!


