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8 more succumb to Covid, 
Sikkim’s toll reaches 177

Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 11 May: 

Eight COVID-19 related deaths were re-
ported in a single-day in sikkim, the 

most that the state has lost to the virus 
in a span of 24 hours thus far. The state 
has now lost 177 lives to Covid. While 
four Covid patients passed away at 
sTNM Hospital, four deaths among Covid 
patients were reported from Central Re-
ferral Hospital, Tadong.

Meanwhile, sikkim’s tally of con-
firmed cases of COVID-19 crossed the 

10,000-mark today and now stands at 
10,165 with 241 new cases of novel coro-
navirus reported in the last 24 hours. 

The figure for active cases of corona-
virus in the state now numbers 2,739, 
of whom nine are currently admitted in 
ICU facility of sTNM hospital and an-
other nine at the ICU facility of CRH, 
Tadong.

The 241 new cases were detected in 
the testing of 707 samples on Monday. 

A total of 168 samples returned 
positive in RT-PCR testing of 539 sam-

ples, while two more were picked up in 
CBNAAT screening of four samples and 71 
persons tested positive for Covid-19 in rapid 
antigen testing of 164 samples. 

Of the 241 fresh cases, 189 cases were 
registered in East District, 35 in south, 12 in 
West District and five in North Sikkim.

34 more formerly Covid-positive peo-
ple were also discharged from home isola-
tion after completing their isolation period 
on Monday and with this the figure of re-
covered cases of COVID-19 in sikkim has 
reached 7042.

Vaccination for 18+ to begin 16 may Cm announces 
at coordination meeting with ADCs and BDos

Gangtok, 11 May [IPR]: 
Chief Minister Prem 
singh Tamang chaired 
a coordination meeting 
with ADCs [Develop-
ment) and BDOs of the 
state at samman Bha-
wan, today.
The meeting was held to 
understand the grievanc-
es and problems faced by 
the public at the block 
and district level due to 
the pandemic and to take 
feedback and provide 
necessary suggestions to 
the ADCs and BDOs.

Present along with 
the Chief Minister was 
the Minister for Rural De-
velopment Department 
sonam Lama, Minister 
for Tourism and Civil 
Aviation Department, Bs 
Pant, Political secretary 
to the Chief Minister, Ja-
cob Khaling, Principal 
secretary Rural Devel-
opment Department, Cs 
Rao, secretary CMO Ten-
zeen Kizom and the offi-
cers of the CMO. 

The Chief Minister, 
in his address expressed 
happiness that he could 
have direct dialogue with 
the ADCs and BDOs. 

He stated that it is of 
utmost importance that 
ADCs and BDOs update 
and inform him about 
their predicaments at 
their respective blocks 
and districts. 

He said that they are 
the medium through 
which the grass root lev-
el and the rural public 
can communicate direct-
ly with the government. 

He directed them to 
work diligently and effi-
ciently, especially in gen-

erating awareness, not 
only regarding COVID-19 
but also on information 
disseminated by the gov-
ernment via notification 
and orders. 

He also asked them 
to ensure that the rural 
public are made aware 
of their rights and priv-
ileges. He said that all 
sikkimese must unite to 
combat the pandemic as 
well as other social chal-
lenges.

He asked the officers 
present to work towards 
implementing ‘Gov-
ernment on Doorstep’ 
quickly and efficiently at 
their respective blocks 
and headquarters. This 
will help in providing 
government services to 
the public right at their 
doorsteps. 

With technology ad-
vancing and connectivity 
improving, he said that 
all paper/form details 
could be filled online and 
the officer-in-charge will 
instruct his/her staff to 
deliver the documents 
applied for to the houses 
of the people. 

Entrusting the ADCs 
and BDOs with the 
task of providing 
COVID-19 medical kit 
(containing medica-
tion prescribed for 
COVID-19 with dosage 
and instructions writ-
ten in both English 
and Nepali) to as-
ymptomatic patients 
under home isolation 
as well as providing 
ration to the BPL, he 
asked them to carry 
out these duties re-
sponsibly. 

He stated that 
through such service and 
system, the government 
would be strengthened 
overall. 

He instructed the of-
ficers to make sure that 
COVID-19 protocols and 
sOPs are being adhered 
to strictly, especially 
during weddings. He also 
suggested that teachers 
could offer their services 
in spreading awareness 
among the rural popu-
lation and in combating 
the disease.

He asked the officers 
to coordinate with the 
Education Department 
and increase their work 
force with the help of 
these teachers who are 
equipped to command 
and also motivate and 
create confidence in peo-
ple. 

He also stated that 
Chief Minister’s Task 
Force would be estab-
lished at every Gram 
Panchayat along with 
a data operator, who 
would keep constant 
communication with the 
Chief Minister’s Office 
directly.

The Chief Minister 
also read out the prog-
ress report of sikkim 

Garib Awaas Yojana so 
far, which was launched 
last year. He asked the 
officers in charge to com-
plete the assigned and 
remaining projects by 
2022. 

Addressing the prob-
lems of those in the rural 
areas, he informed that 
the BDO office will soon 
have an assistant from 
the social Justice Depart-
ment who will assist and 
work towards efficient 
implementation of Old 
Age Pension scheme. He 
advised them to work 
in tandem with their re-
spective MLAs so that the 
state Government bene-
fits reach to the needy on 
time.

The Chief Minister 
announced to provide 7 
lakhs to ADC and 5 lakhs 
to BDOs as discretionary 
funds, which can be uti-
lised during emergen-
cies. He also announced 
an instant budget of Rs. 
50,000 each to all the 
ADCs and BDOs.

He also announced 
that from May 16, the 
vaccination drive for 
18 years and above will 
start in the state.

The Minister for RDD 
in his address said that 

the policies and schemes 
are the collective deci-
sions of the Government 
and that, they are de-
signed to bring about 
maximum benefit to the 
public. He stated that this 
meeting was of utmost 
significance as the Chief 
Minister could talk di-
rectly to the heads of the 
rural areas and districts.  
He also spoke about the 
rural development as 
well as development in 
the health and education 
sector under the leader-
ship of the Chief Minister. 

Principal secretary 
RDD in his welcome ad-
dress briefed the gather-
ing on the health status 
and vaccination drives 
being carried out by Pan-
chayats and rural devel-
opment functionaries in 
coordination with health 
officials at various blocks 
and GPUs. He also in-
formed that Panchayats 
have been provided with 
online training to man-
age and handle the covid 
crisis.

An open discussion 
also held during the 
meeting, wherein griev-
ances and suggestions 
were put forth to tackle 
COVID-19.

CS reviews Covid situation, directs Health Deptt 
to use public reps to ramp up vaccination

Gangtok, 11 May [IPR]: 
A meeting to review the 
COVID-19 situation in 
the state was held at 
the Conference Hall of 
Tashiling secretariat this 
morning under the chair-
manship of Chief secre-
tary sC Gupta.

During the meeting, 
which was attended by 
HoDs and representa-
tives of all the concerned 
departments, the Chief 
secretary was briefed 
about the availability and 
supply of oxygen and vac-
cines by the officials from 
the Health Department. 

He was also apprised 
about the low turnout 
of elderly people for the 
vaccination at rural areas 

and a significant num-
ber of vaccine hesitancy 
groups in the state that 
has caused delay in the 
completion of the first 
dose of targeted groups.

The meeting also dis-
cussed on the status of 
testing and tracking to 
curb the pandemic in the 
state.

The Chief secretary 
directed the Health De-
partment to take all nec-
essary measures to ramp 
up the vaccination drive 
with the active participa-
tion of public representa-
tives at the grassroots. 

He also urged them 
to augment the avail-
ability of hospital beds 
for COVID patients and 

COVID ICUs and asked 
them to strictly monitor 
the supply of oxygen in 
the state for emergency 
preparedness.

The Chief secretary 
also took stock of the af-
fairs at Rangpo and Melli 
Check Posts whereby the 
Home Department offi-
cials informed that the 
entry rate at Melli Check 
Post has been minimum 
as compared to Rangpo 
Check Post. 

The Chief secretary 
directed the concerned 
departments to work in 
close coordination and 
scale an efficient and 
strategic roadmap for 
emergency preparedness 
plans.

Unstable slope at Dambudara 
remains a worry

BikASh ChettRi
Namchi, 11 May: 

More than 20 houses 
located in the lower 

belt of Dambudara are 
likely to be evacuated 
during monsoons this 
year as well. 

Last year, during 
monsoons, families here 
were helped by different 
organizations to relocate 
after the fear of being 

swept away by landslides 
due to heavy rainfall 
grew too real to be ig-
nored. 

The meeting point of 
two drains coming from 
Masjid Line and Mount 
Caramel school on 
Gangtok Road ‘jhoras’ 
add to the worry while 
the steep slope above 
the village has already 
beging showing signs of 

slippage. 
Last year, the evacu-

ation was done with the 
goodwill of churches, 
NGOs and sai samiti of 
Namchi. 

This year, it is not yet 
clear where the support 
will come from or who 
will ensure a more dura-
ble solution for the prob-
lem and its attendant 
risks.

india records 3.29 lakh fresh CoViD-19 cases, 3,876 fatalities
New Delhi, May 11 (PTI): 
New cases of coronavirus in 
India fell to 3.29 lakh after 14 
days taking the total tally 
of COVID-19 infections to 
2,29,92,517, according to 
the Union Health Ministry 
data updated on Tuesday

A total of 3,29,942 in-
fections were reported in 
a span of 24 hours, while 
the death toll climbed to 
2,49,992 with 3,876 fresh 
fatalities, the data updated 
at 8 am showed.    

After registering a steady 
rise for two months, the ac-
tive cases have reduced to 
37,15,221 comprising 16.16 
per cent of the total infec-
tions, while the national 

COVID-19 recovery rate was 
recorded at 82.75 per cent

The number of peo-
ple who have recuperated 
from the disease surged to 
1,90,27,304, while the case 
fatality rate was recorded at 
1.09 per cent, the data stat-
ed

India’s COVID-19 tal-
ly had crossed the 20-lakh 
mark on August 7, 30 lakh 
on August 23, 40 lakh on 
september 5 and 50 lakh 
on september 16.It went 
past  60 lakh on september 
28, 70 lakh on  October 11, 
crossed 80 lakh on October 
29, 90 lakh on November 20 
and surpassed the one-crore 
mark on December 19. India 

crossed the grim milestone 
of 2 crore on May 4

According to the ICMR, 
30,56,00,187 samples have 
been tested up to May 10 
with 18,50,110 samples be-
ing tested on Monday

The 3,876 new fatalities 
include 596 from Karnataka, 
549 from Maharashtra, 319 
from Delhi, 278 from Ut-
tar Pradesh, 232 from Tam-
il Nadu, 198 from Punjab, 
172 from Chhattisgarh, 168 
from Uttarakhand, 161 from 
Haryana, 160 from Rajas-
than, 134 from West Bengal, 
129 from Jharkhand, 117 
from Gujarat

A total of 2,49,992 deaths 
have been reported so far 

in the country including 
76,398 from Maharashtra, 
19,663 from Delhi, 19,372 
from Karnataka, 15,880 from 
Tamil Nadu, 15,742 from Ut-
tar Pradesh, 12,461 from 
West Bengal, 10,742 from 
Chhattisgarh and 10,704 
from Punjab

The health ministry 
stressed that more than 70 
per cent of the deaths oc-
curred due to comorbidities

“Our figures are being rec-
onciled with the Indian Coun-
cil of Medical Research,” the 
ministry said on its website, 
adding that state-wise distri-
bution of figures is subject to 
further verification and rec-
onciliation.

thunderstorm, heavy rain in 
kolkata and South Bengal; 3 Dead

Kolkata, 11 May [PTI]: A thunder-
storm accompanied by heavy rainfall 
hit Kolkata and the other districts of 
south Bengal on Tuesday afternoon. Ac-
cording to officials, three people were 
killed in rain-related incidents. 

Lightning and gusty winds with 
speed reaching up to 30-40 km per 
hour hit Kolkata, parts of North 24 Par-
ganas, Nadia, Murshidabad, Bankura, 
Purba Bardhaman, Paschim Medinipur, 
Birbhum and Purulia districts, accord-

ing to an official of the India Meteoro-
logical Department. 

Heavy rainfall led to waterlogging in 
several areas across Kolkata, including 
the arterial Central Avenue. 

In Birbhum, two persons were 
killed when a car collided head-on with 
a truck at Nanoor during the thunder-
storm. 

In Murshidabad, a farmer died in a 
lightning strike in while working in the 
fields, officials said.
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Skm team visits Covid-affected 
village, reaches relief

Rangpo, 11 May: Fol-
lowing up on instruc-
tions from Chief Min-
ister Ps Tamang, a 
team comprising of 
Dechen Phigu Bhutia 
[Advisor, sikkim Me-
dicinal Plant Board], 

Bishnu sharma [sKM’s 
CLC president,  Bar-
fung], Kesangla D 
Lhasungpa [CLC Advi-
sor-I] and Maita singh 
Tamang [CLC, General 
secretary-II] visited 
Lingzoo Ward under 

Kewzing Bakhim GPU 
where COVID-19 cases 
have been reported in 
recent days.

The team took 
stock of the prevail-
ing situation at Ling-
zoo and also provid-

ed necessary relief 
items, masks, gloves 
and hand sanitizers 
to the COVID-affected 
households.

The relief items 
were contributed by the 
sMPB advisor and Lob-

zang Bhutia [VP, CEC] 
and Barfung CLC body.

The team conveyed 
the message of the 
Chief Minister reiterat-
ing Covid protocol that 
should be followed. [from 
sANJAY AGARWAL]

Nepal’s Lack of Confidence in the 
Government: History Repeats Itself

ViewPoint

Dr Chunku Bhutia

The political history of Nepal has been 
a witness to several chapters of crisis 

and upheavals. It would be fascinating to 
know that this south Asian country in the 
past had seven constitutions drafted in 
different years starting from 1948 fol-
lowed by 1951, 1959, 1962, 1990,2007 
and the latest being the one in 2015. 
The country has to its political baggage 
two Constituent Assembly with the First 
Constituent Assembly being dissolved 
in the year 2012 and the second Con-
stituent Assembly being formed in the 
year 2013.

Nepal’s political journey has often 
been associated with adjectives like 
chaotic, crisis ridden starting from 
the mid-19th century when this East-
ern Himalayan state got its first Prime 
Minister J.B. Rana followed by the early 
1950’s democratic movement that re-
placed Prime Minister Rana with then 
Monarch King Tribhuvan as the Head of 
the state. Thereafter, Nepal received its 
new constitution in the year 1959 and 
the first democratic assembly election 
was held which declared the leader of 
Nepali Congress Party B.P. Koirala vic-
torious. But unfortunately this victory 
was short lived with King Mahendra 
(son of King Tribhuvan) dissolving the 
first democratic party in 1960.

Post- 1960 Nepal witnessed people’s 
movement in 1990, then after a year it 
had its first Parliamentary election un-
der the Kingship of King Birendra. Then 
after a decade the country had its mourn-
ing phase with the massacre of the entire 
royal family except King Birendra’s broth-
er Gyanendra and his family. As expected 
Gyanendra was crowned as the next King 
of Nepal who then later dismissed the 
elected Parliament but as a result of the 
Peoples movement by the democratic par-
ties, King has no option but to reinstate 
the Parliament in the year 2006. The year 
2006 also marked the signing of a Com-
prehensive Peace Agreement between the 
then Prime Minister G.P Koirala and Mao-
ist Chairman Prachanda. Two years later, 
Nepal elected its new Constituent Assem-
bly which also marked the complete abo-
lition of monarchy and the birth of Nepal 
as a Federal Democratic Republic.

However, yet again the political crisis 
resurfaces itself with the dismissal of the 
Constituent Assembly due to several dis-
agreements in 2012 and then the forma-
tion of new Constituent Assembly in the 
year 2013. Finally, the country was able 
to gift itself its seventh Constitution in the 
year 2015.

The present crisis was triggered with 
the present Prime Minister K.P sharma 
Oli who formed the government after 
winning the 2017 general elections, 
made a nation-wide declaration on 20th 
December, 2020 about the dissolution 
of the lower house of the Parliament i.e. 
the House of Representatives and the 

same was received well by the current 
President Bidhya Devi Bhandari.He fur-
ther added that the next election will be 
held on April 30 and May 10, 2021 with 
him leading a caretaker government. 
This decision led to the upsurge of dis-
contentment in the country on the pre-
text that it violates the Constitution. As 
per the 2015 Constitution Article 76 (7) 
states, “In cases where the Prime Min-
ister appointed under clause (5-relates 
to a member of the House of Represen-
tative claiming that he or she can get the 
required majority vote) fails to obtain a 
vote of confidence or the Prime Minister 
cannot be appointed, the President shall, 
on recommendation of the Prime Minis-
ter, dissolve the House of Representatives 
and appoint a date of election so that the 
election to another House of Representa-
tives is completed within six months.”

In the contrary it is argued that Oli’s 
government has at its disposal 2/3rd 
majority as it had won 170 seats out of 
275 seats in the lower house of the Par-
liament. so, the decision taken by Prime 
Minister was considered as ill- founded. 
This then called for nation wide reaction 
in the form of protests by people, the stu-
dent union also took to streets, civil soci-
ety activists, the opposition parties Nepali 
Congress and Janata samajbadi party also 
protested against the decision. It needs to 
be known that the Nepal Congress Party 

was formed initially with the merg-
er of K P sharma Oli’sCommunist Party 
of Nepal(UML-Unified Marxist Leninst), 
the Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist 
Centre), led by former Prime Minister 
Pushpa Kamal Dahal and Prachanda’s 
Nepal Communist Party (Maoist).

The major setback to this decision 
was met with the supreme Court dismiss-
ing the decision of the Prime Minister as 
“unconstitutional” and on February 23rd, 
2021, a five-member constitutional bench 
of the Nepal supreme Court decided 
unanimously to reinstate the lower house 
of the country’s parliament.

Following the decision made by the 
Prime Minister, the Maoist party under 
Prachanda withdrew its support to Oli’s 
government thereby leaving the Oli’s 
party without a majority, thereby leav-
ing no option to the Oli government but 
to seek for vote of confidence in the Par-
liament on 10th May, 2021.

The outcome of the vote of confi-
dence proved to be unfortunate for 
the Oli government as it received only 
93 votes out of 271 votes in the lower 
house of the Parliament. 

The question here is WHAT NEXT? 
Few parameters as per the Constitu-

tion can be listed considering the politi-
cal situation in Nepal after the Oli losing 
the vote of confidence;

1. As per Article 100 (6) of Nepal 
Constitution“The Prime Minister shall 
be deemed to be relieved of his/her of-
fice if the no-confidence motion tabled 

under clause (4- One-fourth of the to-
tal number of members of the House of 
Representatives may table in writing a 
no-confidence motion against the Prime 
Minister) is passed by a majority of the 
total number of members of the House of 
Representatives.”

2. As per Article 76 (2) of Nepal 
Constitution “If there is not a clear major-
ity of any party according to clause (1-The 
President shall appoint the parliamentary 
party leader of the political party with the 
majority in the House of Representatives 
as a Prime Minister, and a Council of Min-
isters shall be formed in his/her chair-
manship.), the President shall appoint as 
Prime Minister the member of the House 
of Representatives who can have the ma-
jority with the support of two or more po-
litical parties represented in the House of 
Representatives.” so, the Nepali Congress, 
Maoist Centre and the Janata samajbadi 
Party will have to come together to form a 
coalition government.

3. As per Article 76 (3) of Ne-
pal Constitution“ If there is a sit-
uation wherein it is not possible to make 
the appointment of the Prime Minister 
as provided for in clause (2) within 30 
days of the final result of the election of 
the House of Representatives, or if the ap-
pointed Prime Minister, as provided for in 
clause (4), fails to receive a vote of con-
fidence, the President shall appoint the 
leader of the party with the highest num-
ber of members in the House of Represen-
tatives as the Prime Minister.” This could 
give Oli a second chance.

4. As per Article 76 (4) of Nepal 
Constitution “The Prime Minister ap-
pointed according to clause (2) or (3) 
shall have to receive the vote of confi-
dence of the House of Representatives 
within 30 days of his/her appointment.”

5. As per Article 76 (5) of Nepal 
Constitution “If a Prime Minister appoint-
ed according to clause (3) fails to receive a 
vote of confidence pursuant to clause (4), 
the President shall appoint a member as 
Prime Minister, who produces bases that 
he/she may win the vote of confidence of 
the House of Representatives as provided 
for in clause (2).”

6. As per Article 76 (7) of Nepal 
Constitution“If the Prime Minister ap-
pointed according to clause (5) fails to get 
the vote of confidence or if any member 
fails to be appointed as Prime Minister, 
the President shall, on the recommenda-
tion of Prime Minister, dissolve the House 
of Representatives and fix a date to con-
duct another election within six months.”

Thus, in Nepal the political history 
seems to have repeated itself with the 
resurfacing of unstable government, 
weak leader, breach of constitution and 
the chaos during the pandemic. Nepal 
seems to have its handful with political, 
social, economic and health crisis.

[the writer is Assistant Professor, 
Sikkim Government College, Burtuk]

Nepal says its Covid response is under 
control – everyone can see it’s not true

Subina Shrestha
Kathmandu, 11 May 
[theGuardian]: Wait-
ing for India’s Covid wave 
to break over Nepal has 
been as painful as it was 
inevitable. Now that it’s 
happening, this country 
of 30 million people is 
even more hapless and 
unprepared than India 
seems to have been.

My friend, Dr Rakshya 
Pandey, a pulmonary 
care doctor in Kathman-
du, says that during her 
long shifts, the thought 
sometimes enters her 
mind: ‘‘Where would I go 
if I get sick? Where would 
I take my mother if she 
gets the virus?”

There are no hospital 
beds available, even for 
doctors and their fami-
lies. Covid has exposed 
everybody’s vulnerabil-
ity, except our leaders. 
Hospitals have run out 
of oxygen, and desperate 
calls on social media ap-
pealing for healthcare fill 
everyone’s feeds. Oxford 
University’s data track-
ing site shows a stag-
gering 668% increase in 
confirmed Covid cases 
in the two weeks to 1 
May, compared with the 
previous fortnight. On 
that day, the Red Cross 
reported that, national-
ly, 44% of all tests were 
positive.

“I am trained not to 
sleep for 48 hours, but 
I am not trained to send 
patients away without 
help,” Pandey says. “And 
we know that things are 
just going to get worse.”

For the first time in 
years, I’ve been away 
from Nepal as a cri-
sis hit. As time got 
suspended in what 
seemed to be an end-
less lockdown here in 
the UK, I watched my 
friends back home with 
envy; my social media 
feed was full of peo-
ple dining in crowded 
restaurants, and at-
tending parties mask-
less. While schools re-
mained closed for most 
of the year, everything 
else opened: crowded 
markets and jatras, fes-
tivals where commu-
nities gather to cele-
brate everything, from 
the rain to the harvest. 
Nepalis even travelled 
to India to participate 
in jatras; thousands of 
Hindus visited the now 
infamous Kumbh mela 
in India’s northern 
state of Uttarakhand. 

Pictures of Gyanendra 
shah, the former king 
of Nepal, bathing in the 
Ganges with Hindu reli-
gious ascetics hailing him 
as the only Hindu king of 
the world did the rounds 
on social media. The 
ex-royal couple returned 
with the virus, and many 
of their connections have 
also tested positive. An-
other meaning of jatra in 
Nepali is chaos.

Or you can translate 
jatra as “carnival”. For 
several months now Ne-
pal’s leaders have been 
conducting their own 
jatra, which has kept the 
Nepali media and citi-
zens absorbed. Instead of 
protecting public health, 
Nepal’s prime minister, 
Khadga Prasad Oli, has 
been busy with his own 
theatrics. In between 
spreading falsehoods – 
such as telling Nepalis 
to manage Covid with 
herbal remedies such as 
turmeric water or guava 
leaf tea – he dissolved 
parliament, which was 
later restored by the su-
preme court. In his latest 
act of his solipsism, he 
called a confidence vote 
in his own government 
amid convoluted power 
struggles which would 
embarrass Byzantium. 
This week he lost that 
vote, with 124 members 
of the lower house of par-
liament voting against 
him and just 93 voting 
for him on 10 May.

There are fewer than 
600 ventilators for the 
entire country. The Uni-
versity of Washington’s 
Institute for Health 
Metrics and Evaluation 
predicts that Nepal will 
need well over 10,000 
ventilators by 24 May. 
Health officials con-
firm that the resources 
to operate ventilators 
are equally limited.

“Even if we have 
the ventilators, what 
can we do without oxy-
gen?” said one official, 
as his phone kept ring-
ing with pleas for more 
oxygen. My social me-
dia feed is also full of 
calls for ICU beds and 
the therapeutic drug 
Remdesivir. From 12 
May, Nepal joins India on 
the red list for travellers 
from England.

“Besides ambulanc-
es, we hear helicopters 
now, coming to evacuate 
the rich,” says Kanchan 
Jha, from Birgunj, a town 
near the Indian border. 

His brother, a doctor, has 
been getting calls to visit 
villages “where there is 
at least one sick person 
in each family”. The poor 
have already been left to 
their own devices.

The relationship be-
tween India and Nepal is 
familial and dysfunction-
al. In January, India do-
nated 1m doses of Astra-
Zeneca vaccine and Ne-
pal bought another 2m 
from the serum Institute 
of India. But, just as 1% 
of Nepal’s population got 
fully vaccinated, Covid 
overwhelmed India. As 
India was gasping for 
breath, Nepal, in a move 
that embarrassed many, 
still looked to India to 
provide oxygen.

Over a million people, 
including my parents, 
who are in their 70s, 
don’t know when or if 
they will get their second 
shot. News of business-
men close to the prime 
minister allegedly de-
railing vaccine imports 
earlier this year after a 
disagreement over kick-
backs has shocked many 
people. But others are 
not surprised.

“It has come to the 
surface because some in 
power did not get a share 
of the pie,” a friend said.

Nepal’s health minis-
ter, Hridayesh Tripathi, 
announced last week: “As 
the number of infections 
has increased beyond the 
control of the health sys-
tem, it has become tough 
to provide hospital beds 
for care.”

The ministry has ap-
pealed to citizen bodies 
to help. On social media, 
a senior government of-
ficial sent an urgent plea 
to Nepali embassies to 
start vaccine diplomacy. 
Then, on saturday, the 
prime minister went on 
CNN and said that the 
Covid-19 situation in Ne-
pal was under control. 
Everyone can see it’s not 
true.

“People are carrying 
oxygen on scooters and 
there are others who 
are still holding wedding 
parties,” my relative com-
plained. We get the lead-
ers we deserve, I think.

“One of the electri-
cal crematoriums that is 
broken needs some Indi-
an technicians,” a senior 
government official tells 
me.

“And we’ll soon run 
out of wood to cremate 
bodies.”

Karnataka logs highest Covid cases in 
24 Hours, o\vertakes Maharashtra

Bengaluru, 11 May 
[PTI]: Karnataka has 
overtaken Maharashtra 
to become the state re-
porting the highest num-
ber of coronavirus cas-
es in the last 24 hours. 
The numbers have put a 
strain on health workers, 
hospital infrastructure 
and oxygen availability.

The southern state 
reported 39,305 infec-
tions, followed by Maha-
rashtra at 37,236 cases in 
a day.

An Oxygen Express, 
carrying 120 metric 
tonnes of liquid medical 
oxygen, arrived in White-
field on the outskirts of 
Bengaluru on Tuesday 
morning, marking the 
state’s first such supply.

It came from Tatana-
gar and was given the 
highest priority to reach 
the state where people 
have died for want of ox-
ygen.

“Normally when you 
run a goods train, you 

stop them at many places 
for allowing mail express 
trains or high speed 
trains. In this case, the 
highest priority was giv-
en to this train. And this 
train was not supposed 
to stop anywhere be-
cause of any operational 
reason. That is why this 
train has reached earli-
er,” Ashok Kumar Verma, 
DRM, Bengaluru told 
NDTV.

Many hospitals in 
the state have been 
struggling with short-
age of oxygen, a criti-
cal component in the 
treatment of critically 
ill Covid patients, in 
districts and in capital 
Bengaluru.

Visiting a Covid war 
room, with hospital 
beds still hard to come 
by, Chief Minister Bs 
Yediyurappa said doctors 
should ask patients get-
ting better to go home to 
free up precious hospital 
beds.

“Even today, in our 
state it (Covid case num-
ber) is more than Maha-
rashtra. We are trying to 
control this - you are also 
supporting us. I have giv-
en one bit of advice. Pa-
tients who have been in 
hospital for 30 days (who 
are improving) should 
vacate hospital beds to 
make space for others. 
They should go home and 
take treatment instead of 
staying in the hospital. 
This would mean serious 
patients can’t get treat-
ment,” the Chief Minister 
said.

The Bruhat Bengal-
uru Mahanagara Palike 
(BBMP) is starting to de-
centralise Covid manage-
ment to the ward level in 
an attempt to improve 
matters in the city with 
the highest number of 
active cases.

The state’s vaccina-
tion drive, like in the rest 
of the country, has been 
hit by shortage of supply.
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SANG phC Not oN CoWiN 
As we are passing through an unprecedented situation reeling under the second wave of Covid-19, the 

talks about vaccination have become a part of household conversations. Everybody is eagerly waiting to 
get vaccinated and the news of vaccination starting for 18+ from 16 May has made everyone visit the CoWin 
website today. 

It has been already told that the vaccination for 18+ will require mandatory registration and pre- schedul-
ing an appointment in CoWin portal. However, I was left wondering when I didn’t see the vaccinating center 
near me on the list. sang PHC has been vaccinating people ever since the start of the vaccination drive, but it 
isn’t included in the list of centres in East district in the CoWin portal. 

Given the condition for getting vaccinated, this kind of issue will create anxiousness amongst the people 
of this area and it needs to be resolved asap. Through this letter, I would like to request the editor to raise this 
issue and inform the concerned officials to take appropriate actions immediately. 

As I am not aware about the vaccinating centres of other areas, the CoWin portal must be rigorously cross 
checked and there shouldn’t be any problem to the public due to such a minor issue. 

For many reasons, I wish to remain anonymous.

Letter to Editor Cm’s greets Sikkim on 
international Nurses Day 

Gangtok, 11 May [IPR]: 
Chief Minister Prem 
singh Tamang has ex-
tended warm greetings 
and best wishes on the 
occasion of “Interna-
tional Nurses Day” to 
the people of sikkim, es-
pecially to all the nurses 
of sikkim and the world 
over.

Terming nurses as the 
personification of rich 
compassion and care, 
the Chief Minister, in his 

message, expressed his 
heartfelt gratitude to-
wards the nurses of sik-
kim for tirelessly work-
ing for the health of the 
people. 

“They are doing an 
excellent work towards 
overcoming COVID-19 
and we are extremely 
grateful to our nurses 
and their families for 
their stellar perfor-
mance,” he conveys, 
while adding, “On In-

ternational Nurses Day, 
we salute all our nurs-
es across all sectors of 
health care in our state. 
They are a vital gear in 
the wheel of our health 
care system and we are 
all fully aware of their 
sacrifices on daily basis, 
to ensure that our health 
system is not compro-
mised.

“Let me take this op-
portunity to assure them 
that our government 

stands firmly behind 
them and are ready to ex-
tend every possible help 
and support.”

Further, he states 
that the dedication and 
sincerity of the nurses 
cannot be disputed in 
these difficult times and 
thanked them for their 
work in the hospitals, 
health centres, private 
medical facilities, on the 
field, and for always put-
ting patients first.As 44 die of Covid at Aligarh university, 

calls for genome sequencing
Aligarh/New Delhi, 
11 May [NDTV]: For-
ty-four employees of the 
Aligarh Muslim Universi-
ty - 19 professors and 25 
non-teaching staff - have 
died after contracting 
the Covid virus, sparking 
concern over yet more 
cases, and deaths, emerg-
ing from the prestigious 
educational institution.

AMU Vice Chancellor 
Tariq Mansoor wrote to 
the ICMR (Indian Coun-
cil for Medical Research, 
the central government’s 
nodal body in this crisis) 
to say the deaths were 
from a “lethal” variant, 
and asked for genome se-
quencing.

“This is giving rise to 
suspicion that a particu-
lar viral variant may be 
circulating in the Civil 
Lines area of Aligarh, in 
which AMU and many ad-

joining localities are situ-
ated,” the Vice Chancellor 
wrote.

samples have been 
sent to Delhi’s CsIR’s 
(Council of scientif-
ic and Industrial Re-
search) Institute of 
Genomics and Integra-
tive Biology to conduct 
genome sequencing to 
identify the particular 
strain(s).

“The university’s 
cemetery is now full. 
This is a huge trage-
dy. A lot of big doctors 
and senior professors, 
including a dean and a 
chairman, have died. 
Young people - who 
are fit and healthy - 
have also died,” Dr Ar-
shi Khan, a professor 
of political science, 
said.

The press officer at 
AMU pointed out that 

the university played 
an important role in 
helping the local com-
munity when the first 
Covid wave struck.

“This time it is 
worse... the mortality 
rate is much more this 
time, and it is a matter 
of huge concern,” shafey 
Qidwayi, the university’s 
spokesperson, said.

some of those who 
have died over the past 
few days are Dr shadab 
Khan and Dr Arif sid-
dique from the Medicine 
Department and Pro-
fessor Humayun Murad 
from Zoology

Professor Jamshed 
siddiqui from the De-
partment of Computer 
science and Professors 
saeeduz Zafar and sajid 
Ali Khan from the Psy-
chology Department, 
have also died.

The History, Political 
science, Law and Theolo-
gy departments have also 
lost professors, and the 
impact is not just on the 
faculty.

Around 30,000 stu-
dents study in AMU, of 
which around 16,000 
stay in 19 hostels. Earlier, 
even when the university 
was shut, some students 
stayed on but now even 
the hostels are emptying.

“Now 50-60 stu-
dents are compelled to 
stay because they are 
working on or sub-
mitting their thesis. 
They’re getting dai-
ly calls from worried 
parents, asking them 
to come home.. .  but 
the students say they 
cannot leave without 
finishing their work,” 
salman Qamar, a re-
search scholar, said.

The anthyesthi kriya of our 
beloved mother Late Bishnu 
Khawas who left for heaven-
ly abode on 2nd May 2021 
falls on 14th May 2021. 
All relatives, family, friends 
and well wishers are re-
quested to join us in of-

fering prayers for the departed soul at Ho-
tel Chowtaro, Deorali Bazaar (Near flyover). 
We also express our gratitude to all those who stood 
by us during the time of bereavement.

 
Bishal Khawas (Son) 
Bidesh Khawas (Son) 

Ashok Khawas (Kaka) 
Bikash Khawas  

Srijana Subba 
(Daughter-in-law) 

Entire Khawas family. 
Contact No. 9593383797,9775417549, 

9832686611 

(All Covid-19 safety protocols will be strict-
ly followed. All visitors are requested to kindly 

wear masks and follow social distancing).

ANthyeSthi kRiyA

Somebody has to be made accountable: 
high Court on Gujarat hospital Fire

Ahmedabad, 11 May 
[PTI]: The Gujarat High 
Court today criticised 
the state government 
over the recent fire at 
a COVID-19 hospital 
in Bharuch, saying it 
was contemptuous on 
its part to not remain 
vigilant and avoid such 
incidents, and cited 
many orders passed in 
this regard in the past.

A division bench ex-
pressed surprise over 
Advocate General Ka-
mal Trivedi’s submis-
sion that the COVID-19 
facility at the trust-run 
Bharuch Welfare Hos-
pital, where the fire on 
May 1 killed 18 peo-
ple, was set up “sur-
reptitiously, without 
intimating the author-
ities”.

sixteen COVID-19 
patients and two nurs-
es were killed in the 
blaze.

The bench of Jus-
tices Bela Trivedi and 
Justice Bhargav D 
Karia said that “some-
body has to be made 
accountable” for the 
deadly fire.

The bench was 
hearing a petition filed 

by advocate Amit Pan-
chal seeking a direc-
tion to hold govern-
ment officials account-
able and punish them 
for failing to comply 
with the court’s pre-
vious directions relat-
ed to fire incidents in 
COVID-19 hospitals.

“The anxiety of the 
court is what are you 
supposed to do to pre-
vent such incidents 
in the coming days... 
Ultimately, what are 
the measures that you 
are going to take?” the 
court asked.

The judges said 
the government failed 
to take action on the 
court’s previous orders 
pertaining to all hospi-
tals in the state so that 
fire incidents do not 
occur again at these 
medical facilities.

“It amounts to the 
contempt of courts of 
all the orders passed 
by the courts in the 
past. Ultimately, it 
amounts to the con-
temptuous action on 
the part of the state for 
not being vigilant so 
that such incidents are 
not repeated again and 

again,” the bench said.
The court said the 

government’s affida-
vit, filed in the matter, 
only talks about letters 
issued by top author-
ities but was silent on 
actions taken by low-
er-level officials pursu-
ant to previous orders 
passed by the court.

Mr Trivedi said the 
fire-hit COVID-19 fa-
cility in Bharuch town 
was set up “surrepti-
tiously, without inti-
mating the authori-
ties,” and hence no-ob-
jection certificate 
(NOC) on fire safety 
could not be issued by 
local authorities to the 
new unit.

The court expressed 
surprise over Mr Trive-
di’s submission and 
said if the state was 
not intimated about a 
COVID-19 facility, how 
was it possible for it to 
compile data on coro-
navirus patients who 
are hospitalised.

The bench also is-
sued notices to the 
Bharuch municipality, 
the trust which runs 
the hospital, its nodal 
officer for fire safety 

and the government, 
and kept the matter 
for hearing after two 
weeks.

On the petitioner’s 
plea to make public, the 
DA Mehta Commission 
of Inquiry report on fire 
incidents at two Gujarat 
hospitals, the govern-
ment told the HC the re-
port was submitted late 
in the evening on March 
31 this year and could 
not be tabled in the As-
sembly as its session got 
over on April 1.

The Mehta commis-
sion had probed the fire 
incidents at two hospi-
tals - one in Rajkot (No-
vember 11, 2020) and 
the other in Ahmedabad 
(August 2020) - in which 
altogether 13 COVID-19 
patients were killed.

“As per the provi-
sions of the Commis-
sion of Inquiry, the 
report is required to 
be studied, prepared, 
and thereafter tabled 
before the Assembly. 
There is no question 
of keeping the report 
under carpet or else we 
should not have appoint-
ed a commission,” Mr 
Trivedi told the court.

Bahrain prince scales mt everest’s 
new height, 1st foreign team to do so

Kathmandu, 11 May 
[PTI]: A 16-member Bah-
rain Royal Guard team 
led by prince Moham-
med Hamad Mohammed 
Al Khalifa today became 
the first internation-
al team to conquer the 
new altitude of Mount 
Everest.
The Bahrain Royal 
Guard team successfully 
reached the peak of Mt 
Everest early this morn-
ing, The Himalayan 
Times quoted officials 
as saying.

The team stood atop 
the peak between 5:30 

am and 6:45 am local 
time, said Mingma sher-
pa, chairman at seven 
summit Treks which 
organised the royal ex-
pedition.

This is the first in-
ternational team to con-
quer the new altitude 
of Mt Everest, said Mira 
Acharya, Director at the 
Department of Tourism.

Nepal and China 
in December last year 
jointly announced that 
the revised height of the 
world’s highest peak 
was 8,848.86 metres, 
about 86 centimetres 

more than the previous 
measurement done by 
India in 1954.

The Nepal govern-
ment decided to mea-
sure the exact height of 
the mountain amid de-
bates that there might 
have been a change in it 
due to various reasons, 
including the devas-
tating earthquake of 
2015.

The Bahrain team 
arrived in Kathmandu 
on March 15 to begin 
its Everest expedition.

Climbing leader 
Tashi Lakpa sherpa, 

who is the youngest 
person to climb Ev-
erest without oxygen 
support in 2013, said 
that the team members 
are now descending 
from the top.

They are the first Bah-
rain nationals to stand 
atop Mt Everest, he said.

The team earlier suc-
cessfully climbed Lobu-
che peak (6,119 metres) 
and Mt Manaslu (8,156 
metres) -- both in Nepal 
-- in October 2020.

The Royal Guard of 
Bahrain is a unit of the 
Bahrain Defence Force.

Covid cases double in world’s most-
vaccinated nation, raising concerns

Seychelles, 11 May 
[Bloomberg]: sey-
chelles, which has vacci-
nated more of its popu-
lation against Covid-19 
than any other country, 
saw active cases more 
than double in the 
week to May 7, raising 
concerns that inocula-
tion is not helping turn 
the tide in some places.

The World Health 
Organization said vac-
cine failure couldn’t be 
determined without a 
detailed assessment 
and that it was working 
on evaluating the situ-
ation.

Kate O’Brien, direc-
tor of the the WHO’s 
department of im-
munization, vaccines 
and biologicals, told a 
briefing Monday that 
the body was in direct 
communication with 
seychelles and that a 
detailed assessment 
was needed looking at 
factors like strains of 
the virus and the sever-
ity of cases.

The Health Ministry 
of the archipelago off 
of Africa’s east coast 
said Monday that the 
number of active cas-
es had more than dou-

bled since last week to 
2,486 people, and 37% 
of those have received 
two vaccine doses. Cas-
es are also surging in 
the Maldives, another 
Indian Ocean island 
nation that’s a popular 
tourism destination.

In seychelles, sin-
opharm shots were is-
sued to 57% of those 
who were fully inocu-
lated and the rest with 
Covishield, a vaccine 
made in India under a 
license from AstraZen-
eca Plc. As of May 8 no 
one who had contract-
ed Covid while being 
vaccinated had died, 
seychelles News Agen-
cy reported, citing the 
minister for foreign af-
fairs and tourism.

The seychelles, a 
group of palm-fringed 
tropical islands, last 
week re-imposed 
curbs including clos-
ing schools, canceling 
sports events and ban-
ning mingling of house-
holds.

The country had 
raced to vaccinate its 
population of just un-
der 100,000 -- first 
with a donation of dos-
es from China’s sino-

pharm and then with 
a gift of Covishield, so 
it could reopen to the 
tourists who are the 
lifeblood of its econo-
my.

Daniel Lucey, clini-
cal professor of medi-
cine at Dartmouth Gei-
sel school of Medicine, 
said in a blog last week 
that data on genetic 
sequencing are not yet 
available for infections 
in seychelles in April.

still, the B.1.351 
variant, first identified 
in south Africa late last 
year, was found in the 
seychelles in February, 
he said. AstraZeneca’s 
vaccine appeared to be 
less effective against 
that variant in a study, 
and south Africa halted 
plans to use those in-
jections.

A comparison be-
tween sinopharm, Cov-
ishield and unvaccinat-
ed people who caught 
the coronavirus could 
be done using genetic 
sequencing and data 
on the severity of their 
infections, Lucey said.

Cases in the Mal-
dives, which has seen 
a surge in visits from 
affluent Indians, have 

also shot up. The coun-
try has the most new 
cases per 100,000 peo-
ple in the past five, 
seven and 14 days. Ac-
tive cases jumped from 
4,978 to 9,423 on May 
9.

As of May 8, over 
300,000 people in the 
Maldives had received 
at least one dose of a 
vaccine and 35% of 
the population had 
received two, accord-
ing to the Health Pro-
tection Agency. The 
country has been us-
ing sinopharm and 
Covishield.

Positive test re-
sults in Greater Male, 
the area in and around 
the capital of the Mal-
dives, are about 60% 
of the total. As of May 7 
the government closed 
gyms and cinemas and 
imposed a curfew from 
9 p.m. until 4 a.m, the 
agency said.

The government 
is also now requiring 
that arrivals to the is-
lands, including those 
who have been vacci-
nated, have a negative 
Covid-19 test admin-
istered four days be-
fore their departure.

Mumbai records 1,717 new Covid 
cases, lowest in nearly 2 months

Mumbai, 11 May [PTI]: 
Mumbai in Maharash-
tra reported it’s lowest 
single-day COVID-19 
case count in nearly two 
months by recording 
1,717 new cases and 51 
deaths due to coronavi-
rus in the last 24 hours.

The fresh cases took 
the overall caseload to 
6,79,986 while the death 
count rose to 13,942 in 
the city.

A total of 6,082 pa-
tients recovered from 
coronavirus today, bring-
ing the active number of 
cases down to 41,102.

The Covid positivity 
rate in Mumbai stands 
at 6 per cent at present 
while the doubling rate 
has improved to 170 
days and the recovery 
rate reached 92 per cent.

Maharashtra, which 
was one of the worst 
Covid-hit regions when 
the second wave hit the 
country, has shown a 
continuous decline in the 
daily COVID-19 cases. 
It recorded 24,920 new 
cases and 549 deaths in 
the last 24 hours.

Mumbai on Monday 
also recorded a steep 
drop in new cases at 
1,794.

Last week the su-
preme Court praised 

Mumbai’s response to 
the spread of Covid-19, 
proposing that the Mum-
bai model be replicated 
in Delhi.

In late April, Maha-
rashtra announced a 
series of restrictions - 
titled “Break the Chain” 
- to combat the deadly 
spike in coronavirus cas-
es in the state.

The total active 
COVID-19 cases in 
the country dipped to 
37,15,221 today with 
a net decline of 30,016 
cases being recorded in a 
span of 24 hours for the 
first time after 61 days, 
the Union health minis-
try said.

Maharashtra is 
among 13 states besides 
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, 
Kerala, Uttar Pradesh, 
West Bengal, Rajasthan, 
Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat, 
Tamil Nadu, Chhattis-
garh, Haryana, Bihar and 
Madhya Pradesh that 
cumulatively account for 
82.68 per cent of India’s 
total active cases, the 
ministry said.

Meanwhile, the vacci-
nation process in Maha-
rashtra has slowed down 
with the government to-
day saying it will focus 
on those over 45 due to a 
shortage of doses.

haVe  a story 
to share? 

email us: news@
summittimes.com
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Media ko khabar
...because, sometimes some 
media musing is also prescribed

When the internet exploded on to personal computers 
and commentators around the world started sound-

ing the death knell for the printed word and television [we 
are talking news here], there were a few sane minds who 
pointed out that this would not happen since the worldwide 
web did not have a business model to translate eyeballs into 
revenue. No media can survive, leave alone wipe out anoth-
er, without a revenue model. 

Two decades of the web having flattened the world and 
having now even reached telephones, newspapers and tele-
vision channels continue to print and broadcast. They might 
be losing audience, and of late even revenue, but unless on-
line platforms return to classical journalism that newspa-
pers still prioritise, it will not matter whether newspapers 
survive or not, because pandering to the lowest common 
denominator will have wiped out access to information and 
context.

To return to the earlier point. The reason why advertise-
ments, which still sustain newspapers and television even 
if not to extravagant scales any more, did not migrate on in-
dustry-killing scale to the internet is because even though 
Facebook pages offer free information and hence are seen as 
more accessible, they demand not only technology and some 
level of tech-savvy aptitude, but more importantly, constant 
engagement – you cannot be brewing yourself tea while also 
browsing [at least not properly], but you could be reading or 
cooking and washing even as you catch the news on televi-
sion playing in the background. Because the television does 
not demand unbroken attention, it attracts advertisements 
which play on a spool and a few decibles louder than regular 
programming, until, in their covert assault they command 
the top of the mind recall that advertisers crave. And then 
again, you cannot take the television around everywhere 
with you unlike a newspaper which you could roll under 
your arms and read whenever you want. Also, an advertise-
ment on print, despite publications being timebound, have a 
longer shelf life than an advertisement on TV which runs to 
fixed slots and can be avoided. But then, there are so many 
channels to choose from, so many claiming breaking news 
all the time, that to retain advertiser portfolios, it becomes 
necessary to acquire viewerships. Because television is cho-
sen as a medium of information sometimes to catch news 
[a lathicharge or budget announcements] as it breaks and 
most of the times because this form of imbibing information 
makes no demands on attention spans, given the compe-
tition in this segment, the need to entertain takes priority 
over the responsibility to inform responsibly. The need for 
authenticity is sidestepped because television viewers do 
not get a chance to rationalise - the rapid barrage of sound-
bytes and visuals, presented by excitable presenters, jump-
ing from one story to another, leaves viewers no time to mull 
over the information provided. We are unfortunately seeing 
this model move online as well. It’s different with newspa-
pers, where the reader is engaged in the process, question-
ing, doubting and analysing the information provided as 
s/he reads. The distractive nature of moving pictures and 
sound makes audiences sit through half an hour specials 
on a cow that walks in circles or political siblings feuding 
across TV channels; of television debates becoming more 
about the skills of star anchors to instigate noise and vio-
lence. Television does not allow viewers time to think and 
visual images have a way to ‘leading’ viewers, something not 
as easily achieved by print. And they have been exploiting 
this power rather shamelessly and now that entertainment 
is winning, news is suffering even in print. 

Print, the dinosaur of information, has been dribbling an 
awkward game of late as it strives to add zing to the printed 
word. This is admittedly not easy. succumbing to sensation-
alism or exploitative journalism is easy and simultaneously, 
as journalistic responsibilities towards authenticity are get-
ting dangerously de-prioritised in the race to garner view-
er/ readership, media finds itself in a confounding muddle. 
And while these are our problems to wade through and ne-
gotiate, it is a collective worry because not just individual 
reputations, what is also at stake in this pressure to enter-
tain [and nothing entertains more than gossip] is the audi-
ence’s need to be informed, and informed correctly. As the 
bar for basic journalistic ethics to verify gets lowered, the 
media becomes that much more susceptible to plants and 
directed misinformation; and this will provide only momen-
tary euphoria in some camps, anger in others, but serve no 
purpose save to titillate…

mounting evidence Suggests CoViD Vaccines do 
Reduce transmission. how Does this Work?

JeNNiFeR JuNo & ADAm WheAt-
ley
theconversation.com

since COVID-19 vaccines began 
rolling out across the world, 

many scientists have been hesitant 
to say they can reduce transmission 
of the virus.

Their primary purpose is to pre-
vent you from getting really sick 
with the virus, and it quickly became 
clear the vaccines are highly effi-
cient at doing this. Efficacy against 
symptoms of the disease in clinical 
trials has ranged from 50% (sino-
vac) to 95% (Pfizer/BioNTech), and 
similar effectiveness has been re-
ported in the real world.

However, even the best vaccines 
we have are not perfect, which 
means some vaccinated people 
still end up catching the virus. We 
call these cases “breakthrough” in-
fections. Indeed, between April 10 
and May 1, six people in hotel quar-
antine in New south Wales tested 
positive for COVID-19, despite being 
fully vaccinated.

But how likely are vaccinated 
people to actually pass the virus 
on, if they do get infected? Evi-
dence is increasing that, not only 
do COVID-19 vaccines either stop 
you getting sick or substantially re-
duce the severity of your symptoms, 
they’re also likely to substantially 
reduce the chance of transmitting 
the virus to others.

But how does this work, and 
what does it mean for the pandem-
ic?

VACCINATED PEOPLE ARE 
MUCH LEss LIKELY TO PAss ON 
THE VIRUs

Early evidence from testing in 
animals, where researchers can di-

rectly study transmission, suggested 
immunisation with COVID-19 vac-
cines could prevent animals passing 
on the virus.

But animals are not people, and 
the scientific community has been 
waiting for more conclusive studies 
in humans.

In April, Public Health England 
reported the results of a large study 
of COVID-19 transmission involving 
more than 365,000 households with 
a mix of vaccinated and unvaccinat-
ed members.

It found immunisation with ei-
ther the Pfizer or AstraZeneca vac-
cine reduced the chance of onward 
virus transmission by 40-60%. This 
means that if someone became in-
fected after being vaccinated, they 
were only around half as likely to 
pass their infection on to others 
compared to infected people who 
weren’t vaccinated.

One study from Israel, which 
leads the world in coronavirus vac-
cinations, gives some clues about 
what’s behind this reduced trans-
mission. Researchers identified 
nearly 5,000 cases of breakthrough 
infection in previously vaccinated 
people, and determined how much 
virus was present in their nose 
swabs. Compared to unvaccinated 
people, the amount of virus detect-
ed was significantly lower in those 
who got vaccinated.

More virus in the nose has been 
linked to greater infectiousness and 
increased risks of onward transmis-
sion.

These studies show vaccination 
is likely to substantially reduce vi-
rus transmission by reducing the 
pool of people who become infect-
ed, and reducing virus levels in the 

nose in people with breakthrough 
infections.

WHY DOEs THIs MATTER?
If COVID-19 vaccines reduce the 

chances of transmitting the virus, 
then each person who is vaccinated 
protects not only themselves, but 
also people around them. Breaking 
chains of transmission within the 
community and limiting onward 
spread is critical to help protect 
people who may respond poorly to 
immunisation or may not be able 
to get vaccinated themselves, such 
as children, some older people, and 
some people who are immunocom-
promised.

This also greatly increases the 
opportunity to achieve some degree 
of population (or “herd”) immunity, 
and a faster easing of social restric-
tions.

BUT WHAT ABOUT THE LIMITs 
OF VACCINEs?

Reducing the risk of transmitting 
the coronavirus relies on developing 
strong immunity against the virus. 
But immunity, even from the vac-
cines, fades over time. scientists are 
actively monitoring people who’ve 
had COVID-19 vaccines to under-
stand how long vaccine immunity is 
likely to last, and if and when boost-
er shots will be required.

Variants of the coronavirus are 
also concerning. These are strains 
of the sARs-CoV-2 virus that carry 
changes which make them harder to 
control by immunisation. such vari-
ants present two major challenges: 
they can evade vaccine immunity 
and, in some cases, are also more 
transmissible.

Although variants have spread 
widely throughout the world, there 
are several pieces of good news on 

this front. Countries with advanced 
vaccine rollouts are maintaining 
good control over the virus. For ex-
ample, Israel began its mass vacci-
nation campaign during their third 
wave, and quickly saw a decline in 
new cases.

What’s more, companies like 
Moderna are developing updated 
vaccines to specifically target these 
variants, with positive early results.

VACCINEs DON’T MEAN WE 
sHOULD sTOP PREVENTATIVE BE-
HAVIOURs

Right now, the global pandem-
ic is complex. Many countries are 
quickly rolling out available vac-
cines, and there are a wide variety 
of lockdowns and social measures 
in place.

Yet, the number of new infec-
tions each day across the world is 
at an all-time high and concerning 
variants are circulating.

As people are vaccinated, there’s 
a temptation to stop or reduce some 
important social behaviours such as 
mask wearing or physical distanc-
ing. But, importantly, less transmis-
sion is not no transmission.

While vaccinated individuals 
most likely have a smaller chance 
of passing on the virus, it’s still im-
portant to keep up responsible be-
haviours into the immediate future 
to protect those who have not, will 
not, or cannot be immunised.

[Jennifer Juno is senior research 
fellow, The Peter Doherty Institute 
for Infection and Immunity; Adam 
Wheatley is senior Research Fellow, 
Department of Microbiology and 
Immunology, The University of Mel-
bourne]

huawei’s Ability to eavesdrop on Dutch mobile 
users is a Wake-up Call for the telecoms industry

GReiG pAul
theconversation.com

Chinese technology provider Huawei was re-
cently accused of being able to monitor all 

calls made using Dutch mobile operator KPN. 
The revelations are from a secret 2010 report 
made by consultancy firm Capgemini, which KPN 
commissioned to evaluate the risks of working 
with Huawei infrastructure.

While the full report on the issue has not been 
made public, journalists reporting on the story 
have outlined specific concerns that Huawei per-
sonnel in the Netherlands and China had access 
to security-essential parts of KPN’s network – in-
cluding the call data of millions of Dutch citizens 
– and that a lack of records meant KPN couldn’t 
establish how often this happened.

Both KPN and Huawei have denied any im-
propriety, though in the years since the 2010 
report, Huawei has increasingly found itself la-
belled a high-risk vendor for telecoms companies 
to work with, including by the UK’s National Cy-
ber security Centre.

To better understand this story, and to con-
sider whether other telecoms networks may 
have had similar security vulnerabilities to 
KPN’s, we need to look at how complex mobile 
networks are run. KPN essentially granted Hua-
wei “administrator rights” to its mobile network 
by outsourcing work to the Chinese firm. Legis-
lation is only now catching up to prevent similar 
vulnerabilities in telecoms security.

COMMERCIAL PREssUREs
Huawei is one of the three dominant radio 

equipment providers in the world, alongside Er-
icsson and Nokia. These giant technology com-
panies provide the base stations and equipment 
that deliver mobile phone signals. Operators like 
KPN increasingly pay these companies not only 
to buy the equipment, but also for them to sup-
port and maintain it.

The telecoms market in which KPN oper-
ates is one of the most price-competitive in the 
world. European mobile operators saw average 
revenues per user in 2019 of €14.90 (£12.85) 
a month, compared with €36.90 a month in the 
UsA. European spend on telecoms services are 
also reducing year-on-year as operators compete 
to offer the best deals to consumers.

Lower revenues force operators to carefully 
manage costs. This means that operators have 
been keen to outsource parts of their businesses 
to third parties, especially since the late 2000s.

Large numbers of highly skilled engineers 
are an expensive liability to have on the balance 
sheet, and can often appear underused when 
things are running smoothly. such jobs are of-
ten outsourced, with personnel transferring to 
the outsourced provider, to help operators to cut 
their payroll costs.

OUTsOURCING GONE TOO FAR

When everything is working, very few people 
notice outsourcing. But when things go wrong, 
outsourcing can often significantly complicate 
recovery, or create a large “single point of failure” 
or security issue.

In the UK, for instance, mobile operator O2 
has seen at least one outage which has been 
linked to the use of outsourced functions. Where 
large numbers of operators rely on the same out-
sourcing partner, any issue or security breach af-
fecting the outsourced provider can have a wide-
spread impact.

still, outsourcing by mobile operators is wide-
spread. And firms in the UK and across Europe 
have often turned to Huawei to provide IT ser-
vices and to help build core networks. In 2010, 
Huawei was managing security-critical functions 
of KPN’s core network.

ADMINIsTRATOR ACCEss
At the same time, equipment suppliers like 

Huawei are trying to move away from merely 
selling equipment and towards providing a man-
aged service, including installation, maintenance 
and support. This helps them create recurring 
revenue in an industry that has generally been 
dominated by large five-year or ten-year pur-
chasing cycles.

But as these vendors add services to their 
repertoire, they gain wider access to the mobile 
networks they work with. This could include cer-
tain security-critical parts of telecoms networks, 
which are often designed to work in trusted, se-
cure environments.

In the scenario where a vendor like Huawei 
also provides a managed service, they find them-
selves sitting in a uniquely privileged position, 
with inside knowledge of their own equipment, 
and with direct access to trusted management 
interfaces.

This creates the high-tech equivalent of put-
ting all your eggs in one basket. It’s akin to giving 
the combinations of the bank vault to the same 
security guard in charge of the CCTV camera 
footage. It’s difficult to reliably monitor opera-
tions carried out by the vendor without relying 
on that vendor’s own software.

In cases where a vendor has been designated 
as high-risk as a result of their own product secu-
rity practices, it’s very difficult to know whether 
that vendor didn’t do anything untoward. This is 
the situation KPN apparently found themselves 
in with Huawei back in 2010.

ARE CHANGEs NEEDED?
With at least one operator aiming to reduce 

European operating expenditure by €1.2 billion, 
and 5G deployments bringing new opportunities 
for managed services and software-based solu-
tions to be used in networks, decisions around 
outsourcing will continue to play an important 
role for mobile operators going forwards.

But legislation is rapidly catching up. The 
UK has proposed a telecoms security bill, and 
associated draft secondary legislation includes 
requirements for network operators to monitor 
all activity carried out by third party providers, 
to identify and manage the risks of using them, 
and to have a plan in place to maintain normal 
network operations if their supplier’s service is 
disrupted.

For some operators, it’s conceivable this 
might mean bringing key skills back in-house 
to ensure there’s someone watching the (out-
sourced) watchmen. In the case of KPN, these 
measures would likely have prevented Huawei 
from having seemingly unchecked and privileged 
access to its customers’ mobile data.

[the writer is Lead Mobile Networks and 
Security Engineer, University of Strathclyde]
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tripura Cm orders inquiry into 

attack on CPI(M) leaders
Agartala, May 11 
(PTI): Tripura Chief 
Minister Biplab Kumar 
Deb on Tuesday ordered 
a probe into the attack 
on Leader of Opposition 
in the Assembly, Manik 
sarkar, and other CPI(M) 
members in south Tri-
pura district a day ago, 
allegedly by workers and 
supporters of the ruling 
BJP.

Deb has given direc-
tions for formation of 
an inquiry committee, 
headed by south Tripura 
superintendent of Po-
lice Kulwant singh, and 
sought a report on the 
incident within 48 hours, 
a statement issued by 
the chief minister’s office 
said.

sarkar, also a CPI(M) 
Politburo member and 
former chief minister, 
had on Monday said that 
“hooligans patronised by 
the ruling BJP” attacked 
him and other leaders 
when they visited shan-
tirbazar to meet party 
workers and supporters, 

who were “roughed up” 
during a programme last 
week.

Recounting his ex-
perience, the veteran 
CPI(M) leader said he 
and his party colleagues 
were shown black flags 
and slogans such as ‘Go 
back, sarkar’ were raised.

He further claimed 
that Left supporters were 
last Wednesday “assault-
ed by BJP goons” when 

they were celebrating 
the birth anniversary of 
social thinker Karl Marx.

The police, however, 
stated that unidentified 
youths hurled stones 
at sarkar and the other 
CPI(M) delegates, includ-
ing deputy opposition 
leader Badal Choudhury.

Nirupam Datta, the 
sub-divisional police of-
ficer of Shantirbazar, said 
the agitators were “mild-

ly lathicharged” when 
they tried to intercept 
the entourage.

No one suffered any 
injury, Datta clarified.

sarkar pointed out 
that the state director 
general of police was 
informed about the visit 
well in advance.

“It was a pre-me-
diated attack, which 
could not have hap-
pened without indul-

gence from the state 
leadership. The law and 
order has collapsed in 
the state and attacks on 
CPI-M party workers are 
increasing by the day,” he 
added.

state education min-
ister and cabinet spokes-
person Ratan Lal Nath, 
however, asserted that 
BJP workers had nothing 
to do with the entire ep-
isode.

“The attackers must 
be former CPI(M) activ-
ists, who were exploited 
during the 25-year-long 
misrule of the Left party. 
They must have wanted 
to take revenge,” Nath 
said.

BJP MLA sudip Roy 
Burman condemned the 
incident.

In a Facebook post, 
he wrote, “shocked to 
hear about the attack on 
the Leader of Opposi-
tion and other leaders in 
shantirbazar. I strongly 
condemn and demand 
the arrest of the hooli-
gans.

odisha logs 9,793 new CoViD-19 cases, 18 more fatalities
Bhubaneswar, May 
11 (PTI): Odisha’s 
COVID-19 caseload on 
Tuesday rose to 5,54,666 
after 9,793 more people 
tested positive for the 
disease, while 18 fresh 
fatalities pushed the 
state’s toll to 2,215, a 
health department offi-
cial said.

Accordingly, the 
number of active cases 
climbed to 94,829, he 
said.

Of the 9,793 new cas-
es, 5,534 were reported 
from various quarantine 
centres and the rest de-
tected during contact 
tracing, the official said.

Khurda district, of 
which state capital Bhu-
baneswar is a part, re-
ported the maximum 
number of new cases at 
1511, followed by sun-
dergarh at 1,018 and Cut-
tack at 641.

Barring Malkangiri, 
Dhenkanal and Bhadrak, 
all 27 other districts re-
ported over 100 new 
cases.

Taking to Twitter, the 
health department said, 
“Regret to inform about 
the demise of eighteen 
Covid positive patients 
while under treatment in 
hospitals.”

Four fatalities were 
recorded in Angul, three 
in Khurda, two each in 
Kalahandi, Rayagada and 
sundergarh.

One each succumbed 
to the infection in Boudh, 
Deogarh, Gajapati, Mal-
kangiri and Puri.

This apart, 53 other 
COVID-19 patients in the 
state have died due to co-
morbidities.

As many as 4,57,569 
patients have so far re-
covered from the highly 
infectious disease. Odi-

sha’s positivity rate cur-
rently stands at 5.23 per 
cent.

Over 1.06 crore sam-
ples have been tested 
in the state thus far, 
including 46,241 on 
Monday, the official 
said.

Meanwhile, vacci-
nation for people in the 
18-44 years age brack-

et began in four munic-
ipal corporation areas 
of Odisha -- Cuttack, Ro-
urkela, sambalpur and 
Berhampur.

The inoculation drive 
for the younger popula-
tion is already underway 
in areas managed by the 
Bhubaneswar Municipal 
Corporation (BMC), the 
official added.

7-day total lockdown in Nagaland from may 14
Kohima, May 11 (PTI): 
The Nagaland govern-
ment on Tuesday decid-
ed to clamp total lock-
down in the state for 
seven days from May 
14 amid the surge in 
COVID-19 cases.

state government 
spokesperson on 
COVID-19 and Minis-
ter Neiba Kronu said 
that the High Powered 
Committee (HPC) on 
COVID-19 decided to im-
pose a state-wide total 
lockdown for one week 
starting from 6 pm on 
May 14 till May 21.

The decision was 
taken during the HPC 
meeting held under the 
chairmanship of Chief 
Minister Neiphiu Rio on 
Tuesday, he said.

The HPC decided that 
the week-long total lock-
down will be enforced 
with a view to break the 
chain of COVID-19 trans-
mission, said Kronu.

He also said that ex-
isting restrictions will 
continue till total lock-
down is in place while 
New sOPs would also be 
issued.

However, Kronu said 

that essential services 
including agricultural ac-
tivities will be exempted 
from the purview of the 
lockdown.

Nagaland govern-
ment on May 3 an-
nounced containment 
zones in some areas of the 
state capital Kohima and 
commercial hub Dima-
pur for seven days from 
7 pm of May 5 following 
surge in COVID-19 cases, 
which will end at 7 pm 
on Wednesday.

However, there has 
not been any respite in 
the positivity rate as 

there has been an in-
crease of 1,279 COVID-19 
cases in five days. As 
on May 5, the state had 
15,004 positive cases 
with 2,038 active cases 
but the positive cases 
have gone up to 16,283 
and active cases to 2,884 
till May 10.

In the five days 32 
COVID-19 positive pa-
tients also died increas-
ing the death toll in the 
state from 118 on May 5 
to 150 on May 10.

state government 
departments will con-
tinue to function with a 

core team formed by the 
Heads of Department, he 
said.

Construction activ-
ities may be permitted 
by contractors or firms 
adhering to all the sOPs 
for the workers, the HPC 
decided.

During the total 
lockdown period, the 
HPC decided that the 
Health and Family Wel-
fare department would 
pursue aggressive test-
ing by utilising the 
testing capacity of the 
COVID-19 labs, Kronu 
added.

173 new CoViD-19 cases push mizoram’s tally to 7,796
Aizawl, May 11 (PTI): 
Mizoram’s COVID-19 tal-
ly rose to 7,796 on Tues-
day as 173 more people, 
including nine police-
men, who had returned 
from West Bengal after 
election duty, have tested 
positive for the infection, 
an official said.

Of the 173 fresh 
COVID-19 cases, 142 
were reported from Aiza-
wl district, Khawzawl 
(9), Lunglei (8), saitual 
(5), siaha (3), two cas-
es each from Champhai 

and Mamit districts and 
one case each was re-
ported from Kolasib and 
Lawngtlai districts, he 
said.

While 29 patients have 
travel history, the rest 
were found to have locally 
contracted the infection.

Fifty-nine patients 
have developed symp-
toms of COVID- 19 and 
the rest 114 are asymp-
tomatic, he added.

Mizoram now has 
1,854 active COVID-19 
cases, while 5,920 people 

have recovered from the 
infection.

The COVID-19 death 

toll in the state rose to 
22 with the death of a 
58-year-old man from 

Aizawl on Monday.
The state has test-

ed 3,33,363 samples for 
COVID-19 till date, in-
cluding 3,558 on Monday.

Meanwhile, state 
immunisation officer 
Dr Lalzawmi said that 
2,27,481 people, includ-
ing 57,077 senior citi-
zens have been admin-
istered the first dose of 
COVID-19 vaccine till 
Monday.

Of this, 49,650 people 
have received both doses 
of the vaccine, she said.

Andamans reports 31 new 
COVID-19 cases, 2 more deaths

Port Blair, May 
11 (PTI): Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands 
COVID-19 tally rose to 
6,398 as 31 more people 
tested positive for the vi-
rus, while two new fatali-
ties pushed the death toll 
in the union territory to 
78, a health department 
official said on Tuesday.

Twenty-nine of the 
new COVID-19 cases in 
the archipelago were 
detected during contact 
tracing and two were air-
port arrivals, the official 
said.

Passengers arriving 
by flight from other plac-
es have to undergo man-
datory Rapid Antigen 
Test (RAT) before they 
are allowed entry into 
the islands.

The union territo-
ry now has 195 active 
COVID-19 cases, of 
which 188 are in south 
Andaman district and 
seven in North and 
Middle Andaman dis-
trict. The Nicobar 
district has no active 
COVID-19 case now, 
the official said. The 

union territory has three 
districts.

Thirty-seven more 
people recuperated from 
the disease, taking the to-
tal number of recoveries 
to 6,125.

The Andaman and 
Nicobar administration 
has so far tested 3,77,293 
samples for COVID-19 
and the test positivity 
rate is 1.70 per cent.

More than 1.12 lakh 
people have been inoc-
ulated in the union ter-
ritory so far, the official 
added.

12-yr-old boy in Assam 
killed in grenade blast

Tinsukia (Assam), May 
11 (PTI): A 12-year-
old boy was on Tuesday 
killed in a grenade blast 
in Tinsukia district of 
Assam, a senior police 
officer said.
The victim, identified 
as sujoy Hajong, was 
riding a bicycle when 
he found a grenade ly-

ing on the road at Ha-
jong village in Jagun 
police station area of 
the district, he said.

“As he tried pick-
ing up the grenade, it 
went off and critically 
injured the boy,” the of-
ficer said.

Hajong was imme-
diately rushed to Mar-

gherita Civil Hospital, 
where doctors declared 
him brought dead, he 
said.

“We do not know yet 
how the grenade landed 
there. We have launched 
an investigation and will 
find out the details soon. 
We will nab the culprit at 
the earliest,” he added.

Assam reports 5,803 new 
CoViD cases, 77 more deaths

Guwahati, May 10 
(PTI): Assam reported re-
cord 77 COVID-19 deaths 
on Monday, besides the 
highest single-day spike of 
5,803 new cases, accord-
ing to the National Health 
Mission.

There are 37,500 active 
cases in the state at present, 
it said. The state has so far 
reported 2,98,171 cases and 
1,753 deaths. Kamrup (Met-
ro) reported the highest of 30 
new deaths, followed by 
ten each in Kamrup (Ru-

ral) and Dibrugarh, four 
in Bongaigaon, and three 
each in Golaghat, Nagaon, 
sivasagar and Nalbari.

There are 1,347 
COVID-19 patients in the 
state who died due to 
other diseases.

Most of the new cases 
were detected in Kamrup 
Metro where 1,481 peo-
ple tested positive, fol-
lowed by 486 in Kamrup 
(Rural), 392 in Dibrugarh 
and 275 in Nagaon.

The new cases were 

detected out of 72,197 
tests conducted, taking 
the positivity rate to 8.04 
per cent.

The number of patients 
discharged during the day 
is 4,231 and the total re-
coveries so far are 2,57,571. 
The recovery rate in the 
state is 86.38 per cent.

Total 24,30,843 peo-
ple received the first dose 
of a COVID vaccine in the 
state. Of them, 6,85,489 
have received the second 
dose.
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eden hazard out of place at super-

serious super-club Real madrid
Jonathan Liew
London, 11 May 
[theGuardian]: Zinedi-
ne Zidane gets Real Ma-
drid. What he gets above 
all is that the institution 
is not really interested 
in him as a person, even 
one as decorated and 
venerated as he is. The 
machine is the thing, 
and your importance ex-
tends only as far as your 
immediate usefulness to 
it. The part of you that 
is not Madrid is not rel-
evant. Perhaps this is 
why Zidane cuts such an 
inane, inobtrusive figure 
on the touchline: like a 
man who possesses the 
secret to life, but is per-
mitted to communicate it 
only via handclaps.

sergio Ramos gets 
Real Madrid. On sunday 
night, as Real strove for 
a late equaliser against 
sevilla, Ramos was lead-
ing his troops into battle: 
screaming, fists pump-
ing, heading every ball, 
crunching into every 
tackle. The fact that he 
was injured and watch-
ing from the stands was 
but a minor inconve-
nience: what Ramos gets 
above all is that even if 
you are not wearing the 
uniform, when you are 
a Madrid player you are 
never anything else.

Eden Hazard came 
on for the last 10 min-
utes of that game. It was, 
charitably, a mixed bag. 
He jogged around a lit-
tle. He played a nice flick 
to nobody. Once, he had 
a chance to shoot, but 
couldn’t control the ball. 
Another time, the ball 
ran under his foot and 
out for a throw. In the 
95th minute, he scored 
an entirely accidental 
equaliser when a hopeful 
shot hit his heel and bob-
bled in. It was a goal that 
kept Madrid in the title 
race. And yet after anoth-
er turbulent, contested 
week in Hazard’s Madrid 
career, it was tempting 

to wonder whether any-
thing had really changed. 
It was Hazard’s fifth 
Madrid goal in two inju-
ry-plagued seasons.

Frustration at his 
lack of games has long 
since given way to anger: 
stoked most recently by 
the photograph of Haz-
ard laughing with his 
former Chelsea team-
mates after the Cham-
pions League defeat on 
Wednesday. And so the 
familiar questions bub-
ble away. Can Hazard 
save his Madrid career? 
Will he ever rediscover 
his best form? Is he in 
physical decline? Can 
Madrid afford to replace 
him in the summer? Can 
they afford not to? These 
are all pertinent and in-
teresting questions, and 
yet somehow entirely the 
wrong questions.

The real issue here, 
surely, is what on earth 
Hazard is doing at Ma-
drid in the first place, 
the answer to which is a 
good deal more complex 
than it first appears. “I’m 
not a galactico, I’m just a 
very good football play-
er,” Hazard announced 
on his arrival, and some-
how this encapsulates 
the essential tension be-
tween a player for whom 

football is simply a job, a 
game, a buzz, and a club 
for whom it is the alpha 
and omega of the uni-
verse.

This is not to sug-
gest Hazard doesn’t care. 
Clearly he does. But I can 
think of no other footbal-
ler of his level so deter-
mined to define his own 
terms of success, of hap-
piness. He doesn’t have 
an agent, has no desire 
to be famous, plays the 
game not by rote but by 
feel, instinct and a de-
sire to please. In a way, 
he’s football’s answer 
to Ronnie O’sullivan: an 
athlete who you suspect 
operates primarily on the 
plane of their own bore-
dom/interest.

This is a player who, 
according to his former 
Chelsea teammate 
Filipe Luis, “didn’t 
run to defend much, 
didn’t train well and 
five minutes before 
games he’d be play-
ing Mario Kart in the 
dressing room”. Who 
returned to pre-sea-
son training several 
kilos overweight and 
declared: ‘When I’m 
on holiday, I’m on hol-
iday.” Who said of his 
injury troubles: “It’s 
not the end of the 

world for me, because 
I can spend time with my 
kids.” Who joined Madrid 
not because he had to, 
or because it was what 
was expected of him, 
or because Mino Raiola 
thought it was the right 
move, but because he’d 
always thought they 
were cool. This alone 
renders Hazard an outli-
er in elite football, which 
reveres the single-mind-
ed pursuit of success at 
all costs. Want this. Bleed 
for this. Die for this.

What did we think 
was going to happen 
when this fun-loving fig-
ure of human complexity 
and human sensitivity 
collided with the most 
supercilious, super-se-
rious super-club ma-
chine on Earth? Ramos 
left sevilla 16 years 
ago in circumstances 
so acrimonious that 
his parents are still 
not welcome at the sta-
dium. That is a prop-
er Madrid departure. 
Madrid could forgive 
Hazard his injuries, 
his loss of form, even 
its own folly in paying 
£130m it couldn’t af-
ford for a 28-year-old 
whose game relies on 
explosive sharpness. 
But it never forgives 

irreverence. The furore 
over the Chelsea photo 
is understandable only 
when you realise the car-
dinal rules that Hazard 
broke. The part of you 
that is not Madrid is not 
relevant. And when you 
are a Madrid player, you 
are never anything else.

Football feels like an 
impossibly angry place 
at the moment: a place 
of disenchantment and 
disenfranchisement, of 
schism and sneering, of 
protest and existential 
crisis. And in the mid-
dle of it all, this flawed, 
smirking, abundantly 
talented footballer, who 
amid all the derision and 
white-hot rage simply 
carries on being Eden 
Hazard: playing a little 
football, earning good 
money, spending time 
with his family, eating 
whatever he wants. And 
perhaps there is a wider 
resistance here: against 
the idea that a person 
must be defined by their 
work, that a human can 
be reduced to their pro-
ductive output, against 
the basic po-faced sancti-
mony of sport.

You see a squandered 
talent and a £130m 
transfer flop. I see a hero 
for our times.

Edinson Cavani signs one-
year contract extension 
with Manchester United

London, 11 May [AFP]: 
Edinson Cavani will re-
main at Manchester 
United next season after 
the on-form Uruguayan 
signed a one-year con-
tract extension on Mon-
day. The 34-year-old 
Uruguayan has scored 15 
goals in his first season in 
England, including eight 
in his last seven games, 
to help United to sec-
ond place in the Premier 
League and to the final of 
the Europa League. “Over 
the season I have devel-
oped a great affection 
for the club and every-
thing that it represents,” 
Cavani said in a United 
statement.

“I have been touched 
with how much the sup-
porters have wanted me 
to stay, and I will give 
everything to bring them 
happiness and joy with 
my performances on the 
field.

“I’ve not yet been able 
to play in front of the Old 
Trafford crowd and that 
is something that I can-
not wait to do.”

United boss Ole Gun-
nar solskjaer had repeat-
edly stressed his desire 
for Cavani to remain at 
Old Trafford despite re-
ports the striker was 
keen to return to south 
America.

“I said when Edinson 
signed, that he would 
bring energy, power and 
leadership to this group 
and I haven’t been proved 
wrong, he has been ev-
erything I thought he 
would be and more,” said 
solskjaer.

“As coaches, we knew 
about his goalscoring 
record. However, it is 
his personality that has 
brought so much to this 
squad, he has a winning 

mentality and has an un-
equivocal attitude to ev-
erything he does.”

United could end a 
four-year trophy drought 
when they face Villarre-
al in the Europa League 
final on May 26 and are 
set to match their best 
Premier League finish 
since legendary former 
manager Alex Ferguson 
retired in 2013.

Cavani’s form in re-
cent months has played 
a major part in that suc-
cess, after a slow start to 
his time in Manchester.

He was banned for 
three games in Decem-
ber after an exchange on 
Instagram in which he 
addressed a friend, Pab-
lo Fernandez, using the 
commonly used spanish 
term “negrito” (small 
black person).

Although a disci-
plinary panel found Ca-
vani had not intended to 
cause offence with the 
remark, he was still sanc-
tioned -- triggering an 
outcry in Uruguay.

Cavani’s father, Luis 
Cavani, told Argentine 
media in March that the 
suspension was a “non-
sense” and would play a 
part in whether his son 
decided to stay in En-
gland.

United are in action 
twice in the next three 
days at home to Leicester 
and Liverpool in the Pre-
mier League.

Defeat in either game 
or two draws would end 
the Red Devils’ small 
chances of catching Man-
chester City at the top of 
the table for a first league 
title in eight years.

City are 10 points 
clear, but have played a 
game more than their lo-
cal rivals.

Iniesta to stay with Japan’s Vissel Kobe for two more years
Tokyo, 11 May [AFP]: 
spanish football legend 
Andres Iniesta celebrat-
ed his 37th birthday on 
Tuesday by signing a 
contract extension that 
will keep him at J-League 
side Vissel Kobe for two 
more years. The former 
Barcelona midfield mae-
stro joined Kobe in 2018 
in a deal worth a report-
ed UsD 30 million a year 
and recently recovered 
from a serious thigh in-
jury. 

“I will continue on my 
quest to make Vissel Kobe 
a stronger club,” said the 
World Cup-winning mid-
fielder, speaking through 
a Japanese translator. “I 
am determined to con-

tribute as much as possi-
ble to bring this team to 
a higher level,” he added 
sitting alongside Kobe’s 
tech-billionaire owner 
Hiroshi Mikitani.

Iniesta’s debut at 
Kobe in July 2018 end-
ed with an embarrass-
ing home defeat, but he 
helped lead the team to 
their first Japanese Super 
Cup title in 2020.

Iniesta has enjoyed 
huge popularity in Ja-
pan with analysts esti-
mating he has generated 
more than $100 million 
in ticket sales and mer-
chandising revenue. He 
has appeared in TV com-
mercials for Japanese 
sake and mobile phone 

services.
Named Kobe’s cap-

tain in April 2019 after 
a shake-up at the club, 
Iniesta was sidelined for 
several months after he 
suffered a ruptured ten-
don in his right thigh last 
December.

Following surgery in 
Barcelona, he was back 
training in April before 
returning to action in the 
J-League this month.

Widely considered 
one of the most gifted 
midfielders of all time, 
he scored the winning 
goal as spain won the 
2010 World Cup in south 
Africa, and he was a key 
member of the European 
Championship-winning 

side’s of 2008 and 2012.
Iniesta was the driv-

ing force behind four 
Champions League wins 
with Barcelona and 
helped the Catalan club 
secure domestic trebles 
in 2009 and 2015. 

He also won nine La 
Liga titles, two Europe-
an super Cups and three 
FIFA Club World Cups, 
leaving Barcelona as the 
most decorated spanish 
player of all time, with 
more than 30 trophies 
for club and country.

His decision to join 
Kobe after 22 years at 
Barcelona, 16 of them as 
a first team player, was 
seen as a coup for Japa-
nese football, which had 

been struggling to attract 
big names tempted by 
cash-rich Chinese clubs 
in the twilight of their 
careers.

Kobe owner Mikitani 
said Iniesta’s decision to 
stay will help the team’s 
ambition to be the top 
club in Asia while elevat-
ing the standard of foot-
ball in Japan.

Iniesta “has not just 
improved Vissel’s status, 
but he has improved the 
global recognition of the 
J-League,” Mikitani said.

Iniesta said he want-
ed to stay engaged with 
Vissel Kobe once his 
playing days were over, 
although he did not say 
in what capacity.

Tokyo Olympics: Naomi Osaka “not sure” games should go ahead
Tokyo, 11 May [AFP]: 
Japanese tennis star Nao-
mi Osaka has said she 
is “not really sure” the 
delayed Tokyo Olym-
pics should go ahead 
as the city battles a 
surge of coronavirus 
cases less than three 
months before the 
start of the Games. 

A virus state of 
emergency in the Jap-
anese capital and oth-
er parts of the coun-
try was extended last 
week as organisers 

weigh up whether to 
press ahead in the face 
of mounting pressure 
to cancel the global 
spectacle.

When asked if it 
was correct to host the 
Games in the middle 
of a global pandemic, 
the 23-year-old reign-
ing Us and Australian 
women’s champion 
told the BBC “to be 
honest, I’m not really 
sure” if they should be 
held as planned from 
July 23.

“I’m an athlete, and 
of course my imme-
diate thought is that 
I want to play in the 
Olympics,” the four-
time Grand slam win-
ner said at the Rome 
WTA tournament.

“But as a human, I 
would say we’re in a 
pandemic, and if peo-
ple aren’t healthy, and 
if they’re not feeling 
safe, then it’s definite-
ly a really big cause 
for concern.”

More than 10,000 

athletes from 200 
countries and regions 
are set to travel to 
Tokyo for the Games, 
with a decision ex-
pected in June on how 
many domestic fans, if 
any at all, can attend.

“I’ve never played 
an Olympic event, so 
it’s not like I would 
have anything to com-
pare it to,” Osaka said 
of the possibility of no 
spectators.

Despite fewer 
number of deaths than 

many countries, Ja-
pan’s vaccine rollout 
is moving slowly and 
some areas have seen 
record cases as more 
infectious variants 
drive fresh waves of 
contagion.

More than 300,000 
people have signed 
a online petition 
launched last week ti-
tled “Cancel the Tokyo 
Olympics to protect 
our lives” in a bid to 
sway the government 
and Olympic officials.

Liverpool’s 
sadio Mané 
admits to 
enduring 
‘worst season 
of my career’
London, 11 May [PA 
MEDIA]: sadio Mané has 
described this season 
as the “worst” of his ca-
reer and admits he was 
so concerned about his 
form at one stage that he 
underwent medical tests 
to check there was noth-
ing physically wrong 
with him.

The senegal striker 
has scored 13 goals for 
Liverpool this season, 
with only nine of those 
coming in the Premier 
League. The one he 
scored against south-
ampton at the weekend 
was also only his third 
league goal at Anfield.

Mané scored 10 
times in his first sea-
son in English football, 
with southampton in 
2014-15, and then 
against in his first 
season with Liver-
pool,  in 2016-17, but 
on both occasions 
he made fewer ap-
pearances than he 
has this campaign, 
and in general he has 
been incredibly poor 
for the champions, 
certainly in compar-
ison to last season 
when the 29-year-old 
scored 22 times in 
all  competitions and 
was consistently out-
standing for Jürgen 
Klopp’s side.

“This is the worst 
season of my career. 
I  have to admit it ,” 
Mané told the French 
television channel 
Canal+. “If you ask 
me what is wrong I 
will  struggle to give 
you an answer. Per-
sonally I don’t know. 
I have always tried to 
be positive, whether 
things are going well 
or badly. I  question 
myself all  the time. 
I  even underwent a 
test to take a look at 
my body. Am I eating 
the right foods, or has 
everything changed? 
But they checked the 
test results,  and ev-
erything is fine.

“I need to under-
stand that in life 
there are ups and 
downs. I  will  keep on 
working hard - and 
perhaps in time this 
situation will  pass.”

In contrast , 
Mané’s teammate 
Mohamed salah has 
maintained his con-
sistency. The Egypt 
forward has 20 Pre-
mier League goals 
and is on course 
for his second-best 
goalscoring cam-
paign, behind his re-
cord-breaking 32 in 
36 matches during 
his first season at 
Liverpool – 2017-18.

salah, who has 
29 goals in all  com-
petitions, is poised 
to make his 200th 
appearance for Liv-
erpool against Man-
chester United on 
Thursday.

Liverpool’s assis-
tant manager, Pep 
Lijnders, said: “For 
me, bigger than the 
achievement of all 
these decisive goals 
so far is his everyday 
presence in our club: 
his character is spe-
cial,  a true example. 
This club has the ca-
pability to turn good 
players into legends 
and he is one more of 
them.”

Betis defeats Granada to move 
closer to Europa League spot

Madrid, May 11 (AP): 
Borja Iglesias scored 
twice, including in the 
87th minute, as Real Be-
tis defeated Granada 2-1 
to move closer to a Eu-
ropa League spot in the 
spanish league.

The victory moved 
Betis to sixth place with 
three rounds remaining, 
two points in front of Vil-
larreal. The teams in fifth 
and sixth places qualify 
for the Europa League 
next season.

Fifth-placed Real so-
ciedad, two points ahead 
of Betis, visits league 
leader Atl tico Madrid on 
Wednesday.

Betis is at last-placed 
Eibar on Thursday, while 
Villarreal visits relega-

tion-threatened Vallado-
lid on the same night.

Betis’ first win fol-
lowed six consecutive 
league draws. It hadn’t 
defeated Granada in 
the competition in five 
straight matches.

Iglesias opened the 
scoring in the 39th and 
Granada evened the 
match through Darwin 
Mach s in the 66th.

Iglesias netted the 
winner off an indirect 
free kick inside the area 
prompted by Granada 
goalkeeper Aar n Escan-
dell picking up a pass 
from a teammate with 
his hands.

Granada was 10th in 
the 20-team standings.
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israel launches new air raids 
on besieged Gaza Strip

Farah Najjar
Gaza, 11 May [alJa-
zeera]: The Israeli 
military renewed its 
bombardment of the be-
leaguered Gaza strip on 
Tuesday morning, tar-
geting several areas after 
rockets were fired from 
the enclave.
The new attacks come 
hours after at least 24 
Palestinians – includ-
ing nine children – were 
killed in overnight Israe-
li air strikes on the strip 
after Hamas launched 
rockets from the coastal 
territory towards Israel, 
according to the health 
ministry in Gaza.

The rocket fire came 
after Gaza’s rulers Hamas 
issued an ultimatum de-
manding Israel stand 
down its security forces 
from the Al-Aqsa Mosque 
compound in occupied 
East Jerusalem after days 
of violence against Pales-
tinians.

Israeli police stormed 
the compound on Mon-
day for a third consec-
utive day, firing rub-
ber-coated steel rounds, 
stun grenades, and tear 
gas at Palestinian wor-
shippers inside the 
mosque in the final days 
of the holy month of Ra-

madan.
More than 700 Pal-

estinians were hurt in 
Jerusalem and across the 
occupied West Bank over 
the past 24 hours.

Al Jazeera’s Nida 
Ibrahim, reporting from 
the occupied West Bank 
city of Ramallah, said 
Hamas’ armed wing fired 
their “largest barrage” 
yet from the enclave to-
wards Israel.

“That’s more than 70 
rockets in less than 30 
minutes,” Ibrahim said, 
according to a state-
ment released by Hamas’ 
armed wing, the Ezzedi-
ne al-Qasaam Brigades.

In total, more than 
300 rockets have been 
fired from the Gaza Strip 
towards Israel since 
Monday.

The al-Qasaam Bri-
gades earlier said Israel 
crossed “all red lines” in 
Al-Aqsa, and that it is its 
duty to respond.

Jordan’s Foreign Min-
ister Ayman safadi said 
maintaining peace and 
stability in Jerusalem is 
“key”.

“Our focus right now 
on ensuring that the es-
calation stops, and for 
that to happen we do be-
lieve that all illegal and 
provocative measures … 

must stop,” he said, refer-
ring to Israel’s actions in 
sheikh Jarrah and in the 
Al-Aqsa mosque.

“The status quo needs 
to be preserved, and the 
rights of the Palestinians 
need to be respected.”

sami Abu sheha-
deh, Palestinian Knes-
set member and leader 
of the Balad party, said 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu al-
lowed for an “escalation” 
in a bid to remain in pow-
er.

speaking to Al Ja-
zeera, he said: “In order 
to survive this political 
crisis he finds himself 

in now, and in order for 
him not to lose control 
and not to lose his seat 
as prime minister … he is 
ready to do anything.”

“All the escalation 
we are seeing now has 
a clear political tar-
get from Netanyahu’s 
point of view, and he 
is ready to do any-
thing to keep himself 
in power including 
this massacre that we 
are going to see in Gaza,” 
shehadeh said.

“What is happening 
here is a clear political 
decision that Netanyahu 
is responsible for to keep 
power.”

Army of fake fans online boosts 
China’s global messaging

Erika Kinetz
Brussels, May 11 (AP): 
China’s ruling Commu-
nist Party has opened 
a new front in its long, 
ambitious war to shape 
global public opinion: 
Western social media.

Liu Xiaoming, who 
recently stepped down 
as China’s ambassador 
to the United Kingdom, 
is one of the party’s most 
successful foot soldiers 
on this evolving online 
battlefield. He joined 
Twitter in October 2019, 
as scores of Chinese dip-
lomats surged onto Twit-
ter and Facebook, which 
are both banned in China.

since then, Liu has 
deftly elevated his public 
profile, gaining a follow-
ing of more than 119,000 
as he transformed him-
self into an exemplar of 
China’s new sharp-edged 
wolf warrior diplomacy, 
a term borrowed from 
the title of a top-grossing 
Chinese action movie.

As I see it, there are 
so-called wolf warriors’ 
because there are wolfs’ 
in the world and you 
need warriors to fight 
them, Liu, who is now 
China’s special Repre-
sentative on Korean Pen-
insula Affairs, tweeted in 
February.

His stream of posts 
principled and gutsy 
ripostes to Western an-
ti-Chinese bias to his 
fans, aggressive bombast 
to his detractors were 
retweeted more than 
43,000 times from Jun. 
through Feb. alone.

But much of the pop-
ular support Liu and 
many of his colleagues 
seem to enjoy on Twitter 
has, in fact, been manu-
factured.

A seven-month in-
vestigation by the As-
sociated Press and the 
Oxford Internet Institute, 
a department at Oxford 
University, found that 
China’s rise on Twitter 

has been powered by an 
army of fake accounts 
that have retweeted Chi-
nese diplomats and state 
media tens of thousands 
of times, covertly ampli-
fying propaganda that 
can reach hundreds 
of millions of people 
-- often without dis-
closing the fact that 
the content is govern-
ment-sponsored.

More than half the 
retweets Liu got from 
June through January 
came from accounts 
that Twitter has sus-
pended for violating 
the platform’s rules, 
which prohibit manip-
ulation. Overall, more 
than one in ten of the 
retweets 189 Chinese 
diplomats got in that 
time frame came from 
accounts that Twit-
ter had suspended by 
March 1.

But Twitter’s sus-
pensions did not stop 
the pro-China ampli-
fication machine. An 
additional cluster of 
fake accounts, many of 
them impersonating 
UK citizens, contin-
ued to push Chinese 
government content, 
racking up over 16,000 
retweets and replies 
before Twitter perma-
nently suspended them 
for platform manipu-
lation late last month 
and early this month, 
in response to the AP 
and Oxford Internet In-
stitute’s investigation.

This fiction of pop-
ularity can boost the 
status of China’s mes-
sengers, creating a mi-
rage of broad support. It 
can also distort platform 
algorithms, which are 
designed to boost the 
distribution of popu-
lar posts, potentially 
exposing more genuine 
users to Chinese gov-
ernment propaganda.

While individu-
al fake accounts may 
not seem impactful on 
their own, over time 
and at scale, such net-
works can distort the 
information environ-
ment, deepening the 
reach and authenticity 
of China’s messaging.

You have a seismic, 
slow but large con-
tinental shift in nar-
ratives, said Timothy 
Graham, a senior lec-
turer at Queensland 
University of Technol-
ogy who studies social 
networks. steer it just 
a little bit over time, it 
can have massive im-
pact.

Twitter, and others, 
have identified inau-
thentic pro-China net-
works before. But the 
AP and Oxford Internet 
Institute investigation 
shows for the first time 
that large-scale inau-
thentic amplification has 
broadly driven engage-
ment across official gov-
ernment and state media 
accounts, adding to evi-
dence that Beijing’s ap-

petite for guiding public 
opinion covertly, if nec-
essary extends beyond 
its borders and beyond 
core strategic interests, 
like Taiwan, Hong Kong 
and Xinjiang.

Twitter’s takedowns 
often came only after 
weeks or months of ac-
tivity. All told, AP and 
the Oxford Internet In-
stitute identified 26,879 
accounts that managed 
to retweet Chinese dip-
lomats or state media 
nearly 200,000 times 
before getting suspend-
ed. They accounted for a 
significant share some-
times more than half of 
the total retweets many 
diplomatic accounts got 
on Twitter.

It was not possible 
to determine whether 
the accounts were spon-
sored by the Chinese gov-
ernment.

Twitter told AP that 
many of the accounts 
had been sanctioned 
for manipulation, but 
declined to offer details 
on what other platform 
violations may have 
been at play. Twitter 
said it was investigat-
ing whether the activi-
ty was a state-affiliated 
information operation.

We will continue to 
investigate and action 
accounts that violate 
our platform manipu-
lation policy, including 
accounts associated 
with these networks, a 
Twitter spokesperson 
said in a statement.

If we have clear ev-
idence of state-affiliat-
ed information opera-
tions, our first priority 
is to enforce our rules 
and remove accounts 
engaging in this be-
haviour. When our in-
vestigations are com-
plete, we disclose all 
accounts and content 
in our public archive.

China’s Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs said 

that it does not em-
ploy trickery on social 
media. There is no so-
called misleading pro-
paganda, nor exporting 
a model of online pub-
lic opinion guidance, 
the ministry said in a 
statement to AP.

We hope that the rel-
evant parties will aban-
don their discriminatory 
attitude, take off their 
tinted glasses, and take 
a peaceful, objective and 
rational approach in the 
spirit of openness and in-
clusiveness.

Ethnic groups step in as Myanmar’s 
COVID response falls apart

Nu Nu Lusan & Emily 
Fishbein
Yangon, 11 May [alJa-
zeeera]: Ethnic groups 
step in as Myanmar’s 
COVID response falls 
apart

The vaccines, pro-
duced by the Chinese 
company sinovac Bio-
tech, were supplied and 
administered with assis-
tance from the Red Cross 
society of China, a mem-
ber of the International 
Federation of Red Cross 
and Red Crescent soci-
eties.

The KIO is one of ap-
proximately 20 ethnic 
armed organisations 
operating along Myan-
mar’s borders with Chi-
na, Thailand and India. 
several of them have run 
their own COVID-19 re-
sponses from early on in 
the pandemic.

Although the turmoil 
and intensifying civil war 
since the coup have dis-
rupted their efforts, the 
KIO and Karen National 
Union (KNU), two of the 
country’s most well-es-
tablished ethnic armed 
organisations, told Al 
Jazeera that they were 
continuing as much as 
possible.

Their ongoing 
COVID-19 responses 
come as Myanmar’s na-
tional healthcare sys-
tem – already one of the 
weakest in the world 
before the coup – falls 
apart. Days after the 
coup, government health 
workers initiated a Civil 
Disobedience Movement, 
which has now swept the 
country, in an attempt 
to paralyse military rule 
and starve the generals 

of resources. Many hos-
pitals are closed or bare-
ly functioning.

On May 5, the Unit-
ed Nations in Myanmar 
warned that attacks on 
medical personnel and 
facilities were jeopardis-
ing the COVID-19 re-
sponse.

“At a time when 
Myanmar needs them 
the most, health workers 
fear arrest or detention 
for exercising their rights 
to freedom of expression 
and peaceful assembly,” 
it said in a news release.

According to the UN, 
the military has commit-
ted at least 158 attacks 
on medical personnel 
and facilities, in which 
more than 60 people 
have been injured or 
killed. Additionally, it 
has arrested and charged 
more than 139 doctors 
and occupied at least 50 
health facilities.

Dr Khin Khin Gyi, 
head of the health minis-
try’s infectious diseases 
unit, told Voice of Amer-
ica in early April that na-
tional testing rates had 
fallen to less than 2,000 
a day, from as many as 
25,000 daily tests before 
the coup.

Reported cases have 
subsequently plummet-
ed.

As of January 31, the 
country had documented 
more than 140,000 cases 
and 3,131 deaths, and 
was reporting hundreds 
of new cases daily. since 
the coup, however, only 
2,700 new cases – aver-
aging about 30 a day – 
and 79 deaths have been 
announced.

The International 

Federation of Red Cross 
and Red Crescent societ-
ies warned in an April 1 
statement of a possible 
“perfect storm” in which 
a coronavirus outbreak 
could coincide with the 
country’s ongoing hu-
manitarian crisis. Al-
though no outbreak has 
been detected in Myan-
mar since the coup, In-
dia and Thailand are 
currently experiencing 
major new waves of the 
virus.

On Myanmar’s south-
eastern border with 
Thailand, the KNU, which 
was established in 1947 
and joined a Nationwide 
Ceasefire Agreement in 
2015, has operated a 
Pandemic Emergency 
Response Team across 
its seven districts since 
March 2020.

According to saw Di-
amond Khin, who heads 
the KNU’s Karen De-
partment of Health and 
Welfare, testing capac-
ities are limited – up to 
18 tests a day, and only 
at one location – but of 
those tested, only three 
cases have been identi-
fied since the beginning 
of the pandemic.

He told Al Jazeera 
that population move-
ment had been minimal 
until the coup. “People 
have not travelled much 
during the pandemic ex-
cept for to and from their 
farms. Our area is moun-
tainous; people only 
leave the village to buy 
items like salt.”

The coup, howev-
er, has dramatically in-
creased movement into 
KNU areas.
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keepiNG WARm! Actor Alexander Skarsgard 
is out and about staying warm in his hoodie in 
New york.

ARieS:
sometimes, you’ve just gotta put on your most magical robe 
embellished with stars, adorn yourself with jewels, spray 
on some sultry perfume, brew a cup of lavender, and watch 
the show unfold. The bad news: you have no control over 
what is taking place or what is about to take place in this 
time and space reality. The good news: you have a front row 
ticket to devour it all, and with mild interest, take a few notes. 
Remember shakespeare’s immortal words when you feel like 
somebody’s tugging at your heartstrings: “All the world’s a 
stage”. That’s right! All the world’s merely a stage, Aries.
tAuRuS:
We all have our stories. stories that we hold onto with our 
dear lives. But not all of these stories have their basis in reality, 
Taurus. some of them are mere lies that, by way of repetition, 
we come to believe over a period of time. Today, the cards are 
urging you to ponder over the lies you’ve been telling yourself. 
The false beliefs that have convinced you that you are a 
limited being, limited by your circumstances. You are capable 
of so much more. Break free from the self-imposed prison, put 
on that superhero(ine) cape and go forth and conquer. Your 
kismet is in your hands, beautiful one.
GemiNi:
You’ve been going back and forth on this decision, and it isn’t 
doing you any good. The cards are urging you to close your 
eyes and tune into your heart space. How do you *really* feel 
about the given matter? Let your inner compass help you 
decide which way to go from here. Today, you’re also being 
reminded of the golden rule ‘what you sow, so shall you reap’. 
Setting an intention from a space of clarity is merely the first 

step. It’s the inspired action you take after that will help you 
move one step closer to the desired destination.
CANCeR:
Leadership expert and motivational speaker Robin sharma 
says, “smart leaders understand the power of publicly praising 
excellence in action. so do it often. Coach your teammates as 
to areas they need to improve in private. so they can save 
face.” Just the words of wisdom you need to follow in order 
to bring about a change on the professional front, Cancer. 
Remember, we’re all going through hardships at this moment. 
As a result, it’s easy to lose sight of our career goals and slack 
every now and then. Instead of judging your coworkers, hold 
space for them to talk their feelings out. something tells us a 
pep talk by you, coupled with a few words of encouragement, 
can help move mountains around here.
leo:
It’s never about the flashy cars or the fancy jewels, is it? 
(Although a little bling here and there never hurt anybody!) 
so, what then, is the secret to true happiness, Leo? something 
you may find yourself pondering this weekend. A good place 
to start: make a list of five things that you’re grateful for and 
are keeping you sane in the midst of this storm. Don’t just note 
down the points, though. Be as detailed as you can in your 
description. Make a note of special moments and uplifting 
conversations. 
ViRGo:
some people believe it’s easier to communicate your truth to 
strangers. It gets sticky with those who are close, you know? 
If this sounds familiar to you, we’ve got a problem at hand 
that needs to be addressed, Virgo. so, pay attention to how 

you are communicating with your inner circle. Are you being 
completely authentic here, or relying on half-truths in order 
to keep things together? Remember, a unicorn dies every 
time you betray yourself a little. You wouldn’t want to rob the 
world of its magic, would you now?
LIBRA:
If the Rule of Three is to be believed, then everything we 
put into the Universe comes back to us threefold. The real 
question is: what do *you* feel inspired to create in your 
reality, Libra, and what are the seeds you are being called 
to plant consciously? The Universe is offering you a sacred 
cauldron, bedazzled with jewels and crystals in every colour, 
for you to brew a magickal potion that will change your 
physical reality. 
SCoRPIo:
Truth tea: You’ll always be ‘too loud’, ‘too bossy’, ‘too ambitious’, 
‘too dominating’ and ‘too career-oriented’ for some people. 
They’re certainly not your people, scorpio. Those who love 
and accept you for who you truly are will never ask you to dial 
down your crazy or dull your sparkle. so, own your brand of 
magic, baby! step into your power and go after your dreams 
with renewed passion. The mysterious forces above and 
below are applauding your spirit and betting on your big win!
SAGittARiuS:
Now is not the time to second guess the magnificent shift 
you are capable of creating in the collective—and your life 
is a living, breathing proof of this miracle. so, slow down, 
sagittarius. Take a moment to soak it all in. What a long way 
you have come since you first embarked upon this journey! 
Here’s something you want to keep in mind, though: this is 

merely the first stage of Mission World Domination. You have 
many mountains to move on this journey. Hard work coupled 
with focus and discipline will help you achieve the impossible.
CAPRICoRN:
The Ancients believed that every time humanity shifts into a new 
era, the transition is marked by natural disasters of all kinds, 
political and religious wars, and economic challenges. Could this 
be true for where we are standing today? Are the mysterious 
forces somehow conspiring to help us usher in the light by moving 
through the darkness? While we may never have all the answers we 
seek, Capricorn, it is a comforting thought that we, as a collective, are 
birthing a New Age. 
AquARiuS:
2020 felt like being stranded at the airport with no flight in 
sight. 2021 was supposed to be your year—the year of the 
big change—but here you are, stranded all over again. While 
the frustration is real, Aquarius, it is also temporary. so, rise 
above. Rise above the limitations and remember the limitless 
being that you are. You are the change you have been waiting 
for and your circumstances ain’t got nothing on you, beautiful!
piSCeS:
It’s easy to externalise the problem, Pisces. To blame 
somebody outside of yourself for what’s taking place in the 
collective. The real question is: what are *you* doing to fix 
things on a micro and macro level? Take matters in your hands 
and educate those around you to do the same. On the upside, 
those who have been fighting a legal battle will find that the 
scales of justice are tipping in their favour soon. Working with 
a lawyer you trust (or somebody who is an authority on the 
given matter) will help you take control of the situation.

yes, please, please remake dil chahta hai with 
waheeda rehman, asha parekh and helen

Veteran actresses Waheeda Rehman, 
Asha Parekh and Helen are yet again 

winning hearts and this time it is not for 
their reel life performances but their 
real-life adventures. The three senior 
actresses are currently enjoying a re-
freshing vacation in the Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands. 

Film producer Tanujj Garg shared 
several pictures of Waheeda Rehman, 
Asha Parekh and Helen, from the tourist 
destination on Instagram on Monday. In 
the pictures, all three senior actresses 
can be seen enjoying the time of their 
life on the deck of a boat. In one of the 
pictures, Waheeda Rehman can be seen 
holding the steering wheel of the boat. 

sharing the pictures on Instagram, 
Tanujj Garg stated that if 2001 film ‘Dil 
Chahta Hai’ was to be remade with “three 
grand dames,” it would be with Waheeda 
Rehman, Asha Parekh and Helen.

“Picture 1 on 10.05.21.: If “Dil 
Chahta Hai” were to get remade with 
three grand dames, it would be with 
these #legends - Waheeda Rehman, 
Asha Parekh and Helen. Enjoying their 

retirement years, holidaying in the An-
damans. Filled with joie de vivre. Put a 
massive smile on my face. Eventually 
what we’re left with when we’re old is 
youth of the ilk, memories, love and a 
few good mates,” he wrote in the cap-
tion of the post.

The holiday pictures of the actress-
es have sent the Internet into a tizzy. 
several fans of the actresses as well as 

Bollywood celebrities commented on 
the post. 

“Awww!!! Love them,” comment-
ed actress Divya Dutta. Actress sophie 
Choudry also commented on the post 
and wrote: “I love this” and added a 
heart emoji along with it. saiyami 
Kher, on the other hand, chose to drop 
a heart emoji in the comments section 
of the post.

Farhan akhtar’s boss reply to troll who called 
him “Vip brat” getting vaccine out of turn

Actor-filmmaker Farhan Akhtar, 
who recently received his first 

dose of the COVID-19 vaccine at a 
drive-in facility in Maharashtra’s 
Andheri, was on Monday criticised 
by a Twitter user, who called him a 
“VIP brat.” The Twitter user criti-
cised Farhan Akhtar for using the 
drive-in vaccination facility, as he 
believed that it is “reserved” only for 
senior citizens. 

“Another VIP brat Farhan Akhar 
gets out of turn vaccination at the 
drive in reserved for 60+years senior 
citizens,” the Twitter user wrote. He 
further accused the actor for “using 
his status for vaccination,” as he wrote: 
“Either he is 60+, physically challenged 
that we do not know off, or used his sta-
tus for vaccination.” 

shutting down the Twitter user, 
the 47-year-old actor responded to his 
tweet and clarified that the drive-in 
vaccination facility has been set up for 
citizens above the age of 45. “The drive 
in is for 45 + .. now do something con-
structive for society with your time like 
losing your phone,” Farhan wrote in his 

reply to the user.
The 47-year-old actor, had on 

saturday announced on Twitter 
that he has received his first dose 
of COVID-19 vaccine at a drive-in fa-
cility. He also thanked the Mumbai 
Police and Brihanmumbai Municipal 
Corporation (BMC) for the stream-
lined process of vaccination drive at 

the facility. 
“Got my first jab today via drive 

through at Andheri sports complex. 
Thank you to BMC and Mumbai Police 
for the streamlined system. To those 
waiting their turn, the process does 
take 2-3 hours (for now) so please be 
patient. Carry water and a snack, if need 
be. stay safe,” Farhan Akhtar tweeted.

Jennifer lopez and ben affleck might 
be a couple again, 17 years after split

It’s not always over when 
it’s over. Bennifer have 

reunited, by several ac-
counts. Former celebrity 
couple Jennifer Lopez and 
Ben Affleck have reported-
ly rekindled the romance 
they ended 17 years ago, 
according to People. 

JLo, 51, and Ben, 48, 
were spotted together in 
Montana, it seems, a week 
or so after they were pho-
tographed at her home 
in Los Angeles. UK tab-
loid Daily Mail published 
photos of the former and 
perhaps current couple in 
a car in Montana where 

Ben has a home. “Jennifer 
spent several days with 
Ben out of town. They have 
a strong connection. It’s 
all been quick and intense, 
but Jennifer is happy,” Peo-
ple quotes a source as say-
ing.

Jennifer Lopez and Ben 
Affleck’s very high-profile 
engagement in 2002 ended 
in a split two years later. 
since then, both have been 
married and divorced - JLo 
from Marc Anthony and 
Ben from Jennifer Garner; 
both have children with 
their exes. Jennifer Lo-
pez very recently ended 

an engagement to former 
baseball player Alex Ro-
driguez; Ben Affleck and ac-
tress Ana de Armas broke up 
in January. He’s also been in 

the headlines recently after 
allegedly DMing a woman 
on Instagram after she un-
matched with him on a dat-
ing app.

why tom cruise has returned 
his 3 golden globes

The future of the Golden Globes 
was plunged into jeopar-

dy Monday as NBC canceled its 
broadcast of next year’s presti-
gious awards, while major Hol-
lywood studios and stars such as 
Tom Cruise and scarlett Johansson 
slammed the organizers’ record on 
diversity and transparency.

The Hollywood Foreign Press 
Association, comprised of some 
90 journalists who vote for Tinsel-
town’s second-biggest annual film 
and television awards, has been 
under fire for months following widespread 
allegations of racism, sexism, bullying and 
corruption among its ranks.

Last week, the group approved a raft of 
reforms to become “more inclusive and diverse” 
by an “overwhelming” margin, hoping to draw a line 
under months of negative publicity.

But the backlash from Hollywood has been fierce, 
with A-listers such as Johansson and Mark Ruffalo and 
powerful executives lining up to condemn the changes 
as too slow, lacking in specifics and failing to address 
some of the industry’s most fundamental grievances. 
Tom Cruise on Monday returned his three Golden 
Globes to the HFPA in protest, according to multiple 
Hollywood trade outlets.


