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SKM workers heckled Chamling, 
SDF alleges and demands action

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 08 Apr: 

Sikkim Democratic 
Front party has alleged 

that workers of the ruling 
Sikkim Krantikari Morcha 
party heckled SDF pres-
ident, Pawan Chamling 
and verbally abused him 
during a social function 
today at Dong village in 
South Sikkim.

In a press release is-
sued today, the party has 
condemned the incident 
and alleged that the in-
cident proves that the 
leadership of the State 
has gone to wrong, im-
mature, inhuman and au-
tocratic people.

According to the re-
lease, the SDF president 
has been taking part in 

social functions across 
the State since March this 
year. Today, Mr Chamling 
had visited the house of 
Arjun Rai of Dong village 
in South District, who 
had lost a member of the 
family recently.

During his visit, SKM 
workers heckled Mr 
Chamling and hurled 
abuses at him, the re-

lease alleges.
SDF has further al-

leged that the incident 
took place under the su-
pervision of Chairman 
of the State government, 
Phurden Lepcha of Den-
chong and has demand-
ed that the police admin-
istration take immediate 
action against Phurden 
Lepcha and others.

Upping the ante against Covid reality 
View Point

JIWAN RAI

As we peer into the second wave of swirling 
Covid-19 cases in our country, it seems we are 

too numbed to react the way we had during the 
first wave. Our fears are faker, our voices of concern 
fainter, our response laxer and our general conver-
sation duller. Although the second wave is fiercer 
and apparently deadlier, we as a nation have be-
come more undemonstrative of our feelings about 
it. It would be helpful to have a closer look at the 
possible reasons that pushed us to reach this level 
of apathy to Covid-19. 

One, governmental hypocrisy has been one of 
the most discouraging realities for Indians. The re-
peated breach of Covid-19 protocols in political and 
election rallies has completely destroyed the pub-
lic faith in the government’s seeming concern. The 
protocols and guidelines have served the purpose 
of controlling public movement as per the electoral 
and administrative advantages that the government 
could exploit. 

Two, the over dramatic approach of the Prime 
Minister may have worked initially to generate a na-
tionwide consciousness about coronavirus, but the 
government messed it up with too many symbolic 
and unscientific instructions. However, one defends 
the tali, thali, diya gestures, these symbolisms dis-
tracted people from the real problem. In their zeal-
ousness to prove loyalty and devotion to their be-
loved leader, they lost sight of the real enemy. Their 
guard was dropped.

Three, an over emphasis on India’s lower Covid 
mortality (is this just nationalistic pride?) justified 
people dropping their guard. “After all, only a few 
are dying” has been the mantra that has kept us ad-
amant and relentlessly careless about Covid appro-
priate behavior. 

Four, the high mortality in the western world 
made us think that even Covid appropriate be-
haviours don’t help. We have often heard some 
proud fellow citizens saying, “Look, the US may have 
ticked off all the boxes (sanitizing, masking, social-
ly distancing, etc.) but they seem to be having the 
worst infection rate and mortality”. 

Five, the sharp collapse of the economy was too 
compelling to risk our lives out there and do some-

thing to put bread on the table. In our state, people 
dependent on tourism were getting antsier by the 
day and maybe rightly so. Contractors were franti-
cally wanting their migrant workers to come back 
to Sikkim. People were wanting their supplies from 
Siliguri as local markets were literally ripping them 
off. 

Six, nonsensical and illogical guidelines by the 
government killed every remnant of Covid related 
public concern. Random trials of odd-even vehicle 
movements sometimes all through the week and 
other times on weekends, night curfews, too fre-
quent changes of notifications, non-compliance of 
Covid guidelines in weddings and funerals, etc. con-
siderably weakened our resolve to fight a collective 
battle. 

The second wave is finally announcing its arrival 
in Sikkim again. It has happened right at the time 
when the tourist season is picking up. We seem to be 
as clueless as the rest of the world. Masks are slowly 
going up from chin to nose. But social distancing and 
sanitizing our hands seem to have become forgotten 
tricks. There are a few guidelines reappearing again. 
People will be asked to strictly follow Covid appro-
priate guidelines. There will be an update on the 
increasing number of cases. There will again be ap-
plause for Covid warriors. But will that be enough?

We have lived long enough with Covid-19, unfor-
tunately, to take it lightly. We have seen enough of 
negligence both from administration and the peo-
ple. It is highly likely that we will once again fight 
an irresolute battle against this deadly virus. If we 
want to mean business, the government must lead 
by example. There is no substitute for smart, sci-
entific and locally relevant guidelines, strict imple-
mentation and strict punishment for offenders. We 
have probably a window of a month to think things 
through and come up with a solid plan to fight the 
second wave. Hoping that the second wave will not 
be so bad is fine but not preparing for the worst-
case scenario is not only ‘not fine’ but it’s sheer 
stupidity. Looking at some of the states in India, it 
is highly unlikely that we will be spared. We have 
one year of experience fighting it. We cannot make 
another mistake now. The second mistake could be 
worse than the first.

Daily Covid infection records continue to 
tumble, 1.26 lakh more test positive in India

New Delhi, 08 Apr [Reuters]: In-
dia recorded over 1.26 lakh new Covid 
cases in the last 24 hours for first time 
since the beginning of the pandemic, 
setting an unprecedented, grim record 
during the second wave. The govern-
ment said the next four weeks are "very, 
very critical".

The 1,26,789 new infections have 
taken the country's total cases to over 
1.29 crore. 685 deaths in the last 24 
hours have pushed the total coronavi-
rus death count in India to 1,66,862. In-
dia is the world's third worst-hit coun-
try after the United States and Brazil.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
took second dose of COVID-19 vaccine 
at AIIMS in Delhi today, and asked 
those eligible for the shot to take it 
soon to defeat the virus. "Got my sec-
ond dose of the COVID-19 vaccine at 
AIIMS today. Vaccination is among the 
few ways we have, to defeat the virus. 

If you are eligible for the vaccine, get 
your shot soon. Register on CoWin.gov.
in," he tweeted.

Meanwhile, Covid vaccination can 
be held at workplaces that have around 
100 eligible and willing beneficiaries, 
the Centre decided today to increase ac-
cessibility to the vaccine amid an explo-
sive surge in infection. The programme 
will be launched on April 11 and states 
and Union Territories have been asked 
to make adequate preparations.

Amnesty International paints bleak 
picture of rights situation in Nepal

Kathmandu, 08 Apr 
[ K at h m a n d u P o s t ] : 
Nepali authorities have 
failed to carry out inde-
pendent and credible in-
vestigations into several 
in-custody deaths sus-
pected to have resulted 
from police torture, ac-
cording to Amnesty In-
ternational.
In its global report pub-
lished on Wednesday, the 
human rights watchdog 
said police in different 
cases refused to investi-
gate the custody deaths 

of detainees ruling them 
as suicides, despite the 
families of the deceased 
individuals claiming that 
their loved ones were 
tortured to death. At least 
six incidents of custody 
deaths were reported in 
2020 across the country, 
prompting Amnesty In-
ternational Nepal to ap-
peal to the authorities to 
launch independent and 
impartial investigations.

Some of such inci-
dents include the death 
of Shambhu Sada Musa-

har, 23, who was found 
dead inside the toilet of 
Sabaila Area Police Office 
in Dhanusha district in 
June last year. Police said 
he died due to kidney 
failure against the fami-
ly’s claim that his death 
was a result of excessive 
torture while in custody.

Similarly, in July of 
that same year Raj Kumar 
Chepang, 24, died after al-
legedly being beaten up by 
security personnel inside 
Chitwan National Park.

“Although the 2017 

Criminal Code crimina-
lises torture and other 
ill-treatment, no one had 
been convicted under 
it by the end of 2020,” 
reads the report. “Several 
allegations of deaths due 
to torture were reported, 
particularly of Dalits and 
indigenous people.”

The report has also 
highlighted the excessive 
use of force by the security 
forces on peaceful protests.

In January last year, 
police detained human 
rights activists who were 

demonstrating justice for 
the victims of conflict-era 
crimes.

Security forces also 
tear-gassed protesters 
demanding investiga-
tions and accountability 
for the deaths of Dalits in 
Dhanusha in July.

Likewise, a man died 
and two others were crit-
ically injured in Mahot-
tari when security forc-
es opened fire at people 
who were protesting the 
rape and murder of a six-
year old girl in November.

After recovering from COVID-19, Sunil 
Chhetri to lead Bengaluru FC on April 14

New Delhi, 08 Apr 
[PTI]: Talismanic India 
captain Sunil Chhetri has 
returned to action after re-
covering from COVID-19 
and will lead Bengaluru 
FC in their AFC Cup pre-
liminary stage two match 
on April 14. The Bengal-
uru-based side on Thurs-
day named a 29-mem-
ber squad for the match 
against Nepalese side 
Tribhuvan Army FC, a day 
after three COVID-19 cas-
es were detected among 
the players and staff. Five 
reserve team players were 
named in the team as 
head coach Marco Pez-
zaiuoli prepares for his 

first game in charge of 
the Blues.

"Skipper Sunil Ch-
hetri will lead the side 
into a seventh season of 
continental football, with 
the 36-year-old having 
joined the side in Goa 
where preparations for 
the campaign are well 
underway," the club said 
in a statement.

Chhetri had tested pos-
itive for coronavirus on 
March 11 and announced 
that he had recovered from 
the infection on March 28.

He missed India's two 
international friendlies 
against Oman and the 
UAE in Dubai due to the 

COVID-19 infection. India 
had drawn Oman 1-1 while 
they suffered an embar-
rassing 0-6 drubbing at the 
hands of the UAE.

Gabonese defender 
Yrondu Musavu-King is 
the newest addition to the 
Blues' foreign contingent 
as he joins Juanan Gonza-
lez, Cleiton Silva and Erik 
Paartalu in the squad for 
the qualifying campaign.

The graduates from 
the club's reserve side in-
clude goalkeeper Sharon 
Padattil, midfielders Damait-
phang Lyngdoh and Muham-
mad Inayath, as well as strik-
ers Akashdeep Singh and 
Sivasakthi Narayanan.

Daily cases calm down to 6 new cases 
in Sikkim; 5,537 receive vaccine jabs

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 08 Apr: 

After a rash of 54 cases de-
tected in the past two days, 

it came as a relief of sorts for 
Sikkim that only six new cases 
of novel coronavirus were re-
ported in the last 24 hours in 
the State. 

In his daily health bulletin 
on Thursday, Health Depart-
ment State IEC Officer, Sonam 
Gyaltsen Bhutia, informed that a 
total of 176 samples were test-
ed in the State on Wednesday, 
from which these six cases were 
picked up. 

While four of the new cas-
es were picked up in RT-PCR 
testing of 131 samples, two 
persons tested positive for 
COVID-19 in rapid antigen 

testing of 43 samples.
While providing details 

about the new cases reported 
from in and around the cap-
ital, the IEC Office informed 
that a person from Paljor 
Stadium Road and another 
from Pani House have tested 
positive. 

Also, a person who has 
given his address as Pani 
House cannot be traced on 
the address provided or con-
tacted on the phone number 
he has provided. He has been 
urged to immediately contact 
the concerned authorities.

Further, one person from 
Sun Pharma quarters at Ra-
nipool, one from the ICAR col-
ony at Saramsa [Jalipool] and a 
staff member of Rongli PHC in 

East have also tested positive 
for COVID-19. Accordingly, the 
Rongli PHC has been contained 
for 48 hours.  

In the meanwhile, the 
number of recovered cases of 
COVID-19 in Sikkim further im-
proved to 5,980 with two more 
recoveries recorded in the State. 
Sikkim’s tally of confirmed cases 
of COVID-19 has now reached 
6,323 and there are currently 
97 active cases of coronavirus in 
the State.

On the vaccination front, 
5,537 people received COVID 
vaccines on Wednesday in dif-
ferent parts of the State, of 
whom 5,144 received their first 
shot of the vaccine while 393 
completed their vaccine sched-
ule with the second shot.

2162 persons [2014 first 
dose & 148 second dose] re-
ceived the vaccine jab in East 
District, 914 [872 first dose & 
42 second dose] in West District, 
688 persons [545 first dose & 
143 second dose] in North Dis-
trict and 1773 persons [1713 
first dose & 60 second dose] in 
South District. 

In category-wise break-up 
of vaccination, the IEC Offi-
cer informs that 25 health-
care workers [04 first dose & 
21 second dose], 180 front-
line workers [03 first dose & 
177 second dose] and 5332 
persons in age group of 45 
years & above [5137 first dose 
& 195 second dose] received 
the COVID vaccine shots on 
Wednesday.
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ANTHEYSTHI KRIYA
Smt Jas Hang Subba W/O Late Bir Hang Sub-
ba R/O Upper Singithang Below Namchi Fire 
Station   has left for her heavenly abode on 
5/4/21.The bereaved family deeply thank-
ful to those who graced the final rites and 
would request your presence for anthestri 
kriya falling on 13th April 2021 in residence 
at namchi singithang. 

Mr. Maniraj subba,Kumar  Subba,
Bharat Subba, Amber Singh Subba,  

Mrs Sarita Subba (Daughter) 
and Bijoy Subba (Son in law)

Yashasvi Medical & clinic, 
5th Mile, Opposite Manipal Gate.  

NEW CLINIC TIMING.  
Doctor Available: (Monday- Saturday)  
1.General Physician: 7 AM-9AM,  
2.OBG & Gynecologist: 9-10AM. 
3.Pediatrician: 8:30-9:30 AM.  
4.Skin Specialist: 5-7PM. 
5. Orthopaedic : 5-7 PM.  
6.Cardio Specialist: 4-6PM. 
7.Medicine (Gastrointestinal Specialist) :5-6PM.

Call For Appointment : 6294683018 / 7908242665

Bright Academy Siliguri 
celebrates 17th foundation day

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 08 Apr:

Bright Academy Sili-
guri celebrated 17th 

Foundation Day of the 

school today in a pro-
gram attended by CEO 
Radio Misty, Dilip Dugar 
as the chief guest and 
CA, Amit Goyal former 

Chairman ICAI Siliguri 
Branch as the guest of 
honour. The teaching 
staff of Bright Acade-
my performed a group 

dance while a wheelchair 
was also donated by the 
school to a person who 
was in need of a wheel-
chair.

TMC and GJM-Bimal form coordination 
committee to cement alliance

Target 1500 vaccinations per 
day, DC West directs DTF 

Gyalshing, 08 Apr 
(IPR):
A meeting of District 
Task Force on status of 
Covid-19 vaccination in 
District was held in the 
office of District Collec-
tor, West today.

The meeting was 
chaired by the District 
Collector West, Karma 
R Bonpo alongside Ad-
ditional Director/Edu-
cation Department, KC 
Gyatso, CMO West, Dr 
Anusha Lama, CDPO, HB 
Shankar, DRCHO/West, 
Patrika Rai and staff from 
District Hospital Gyalsh-
ing.

In the first phase of 
meeting, DC West en-
quired about the status 
of Covid-19 vaccination 
till date in district. He 
suggested that the target 
should be at least twenty 
thousand according to 
the population at the rate 
of 1500 per day. He said 
that vaccination drive 
should take place in full 
swing. 

He directed the 
Health Officials to give 
each and every PHCs a 

weekly target and asked 
to make their own 
strategies to meet the 
said target. He assured 
to provide full coor-
dination from SDMs', 
BDOs' and Panchayats 
regarding awareness 
on massive vaccination 
drive. He also assured 
to deploy police person-
nel for management of 
crowd at the vaccination 
site. 

With regard to recent 
rise in Covid cases, DC 

West suggested to main-
tain a strict protocol in 
every schools. He urged 
to take classes outside 
the classrooms accord-
ing to the weather and 
informed that chances of 
getting infected in sun-
light is low as compared 
to inside. 

He reiterated on 
strict non-mixing of peo-
ple inside and outside 
especially at Residential 
Schools. He stated that 
looking at the surge of 

Covid-19, the only thing 
is to tackle is vaccination. 

CMO West, informed 
that District Hospital and 
PHCs will be conduct-
ing vaccination drive six 
days of week excluding 
Sunday. She also briefed 
on first round of HPV 
vaccination and RBSK- 
Haemoglobinometer. 

During the meet-
ing, an interactive ses-
sion was also conducted 
wherein inputs and feed-
backs were shared.

SMRITA KHAWAS
Darjeeling, 08 Apr: 

Trinamool Congress 
[TMC] and Gorkha 

Janmukti Morcha [Bimal 
faction] resolved to form 
a coordination commit-
tee today not only for 
the Assembly elections 
scheduled for next week, 
but also all future elec-
tions in the Hills in the 
coming days.

This was decided at 
a meeting between the 
two parties held at the 
Gorkha Dukha Niwarak 
Sammelan [GDNS] Li-
brary Hall here today.

GJM-Bimal was rep-
resented at the meeting 
by Mani Gurung, Sailen-
dra Chettri and Sovit Rai 
along while Dinesh Gu-
rung, Nirmal Singh and 
Devendra Ghatani were 
present for the meeting 

on behalf of the TMC. 
Nirmal Singh, the 

TMC general secretary 
for Darjeeling, while 
addressing the press af-
ter the meeting, said, "A 
coordination commit-
tee was formed today 
to streamline the joint 
campaign the two parties 

plan for the upcoming 
elections under the TMC 
flag. We believe we will 
win this time and this co-
ordination will make our 
stand stronger and we 
will fight together."

The alliance will con-
tinue for future elections, 
including the municipal 

polls in the Hills, he added.
He also contended 

that the TMC-GJM [Bi-
mal] tie-up was import-
ant since the GJM-Binoy 
faction has been sending 
conflicting signals and 
has implied that it did 
not require TMC support 
in the Hills.

Inner Wheel Club observes World 
Health Day at Dikchu School

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 08 Apr:

The Inner Wheel Club 
Gangtok ORCHID 

observed World Health 
Day with the theme 2021 
“Need of the hour in post 
pandemic world: Build-
ing a fairer, healthier 
world” at Dikchu Naya 
Bazaar kindergarten 
school.

Proper hand-wash-
ing techniques were 
demonstrated and N-95 
masks were distribut-
ed to the teachers and 
helpers. The kids were 

also given attractive 
masks along with first 
aid box, drawing books, 
crayons, Horlicks and 
biscuits.

The newly born club 
pledges to serve the com-
munity especially in ru-
ral areas of the state and 
prior to this they had also 

painted and beautified 
kindergarten classroom 
at Government Second-
ary School Gyalshing, 
West Sikkim.

Mangan Block holds 1st Annual Block Development Sabha 
Mangan, 08 Apr (IPR):
The 1st Annual Block De-
velopment Sabha 2021-
2022 of Mangan Block 
was conducted at the 
Conference Hall of Block 
Administration Centre 
(BAC), Mangan today.

The meeting was or-
ganized by BAC Mangan 
North Sikkim, Rural De-
velopment Department. 
The Sabha was Chaired 
by Zilla Member of Mang-
shilla-Tibuk GPU. Zomin 
Subba in the presence 
Upa Adhakshya, Theney 
Bhutia, who is also the 
Observer of Block Sabha. 
Present at event were 
BDO Mangan, D.S. Subba, 
all Presidents of 7 GPUs, 
Retired Government Of-
ficers, Branch Managers 
(Axis and CBI), Officers 
from various line depart-
ments, PRI functionaries 
of all GPUs, members 
from Self Help Groups 

(SHGs)
It may be mentioned 

that Mangan Block com-
prises of 7 GPUs. They 
are; Toong- Naga, Sing-
hik, Ringhim-Nampatan, 
Mansghilla-Tibuk, Ting-
chim-Chaday, Namok-
Swayem, and Ramthang-
Tanek.

Block Profiles and 
Drafts of Annual Plan of 
Mangan Block was pre-
sented by Convenor/
BDO. He spoke about 
the development of all 

7 GPUs and  covered all 
topics in detail that in-
cluded Vegetation and 
wildlife, Soil conserva-
tion, Drinking water and 
sanitation, Migration, 
Health facilities, Pancha-
yati Raj System, Village 
Level Institute, Co-oper-
ative Societies, Agricul-
ture & Horticulture, List 
of SHGs, Animal Husband-
ry & Livestock  Fisheries 
Management, Irrigation, 
Power, Banking facilities, 
Tourism, Status of forest in 

Gram Panchayat, Sports, 
Recreation and other 
community facilities. 

BPM- Mangan, ADPC 
(MGNREGA), Block Coordi-
nator (Swachh Bharat Mis-
sion) also provided PPTs 
detailing the status of vari-
ous sections of the GPUs. 

An open discussion 
and interaction among 
the gathering took 
place. The declaration 
of Block Development 
Plan was passed by the 
Chairperson.

WSOS organizes NEEV program at Tarpin School 
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 08 Apr:

Wandering Souls of 
Sikkim organised 

its inter school festival, 
NEEV: A Foundation for 
Better Future at Tarpin 
Secondary School on 
06 Apr, a press release 
informs. The event was 
also supported by Sum-
mitTIMES, an English 
daily based in Gangtok. 

The festival saw the 
participation of more 
than 100 students from 
13 schools from around 

Rhenock in various 
competitions like quiz, 
elocution, essay writing, 
poetry recitation etc. in 
various categories. 

Various competi-
tions were judged by 
poet DP Adhikari, Rhe-
nock College Assistant 
Professors: Pranamya 
Rai, Rachana Sharma & 
Karma Detsen Ongmu 
Bhutia. 

N e i g h b o u r h o o d 
Youth Parliament organ-
ised by Nehru Yuva Ken-
dra in collaboration with 

WSOS was an important 
part of the festival. 

SCCS Chairman, San-
tosh Kumar Pradhan 
attended the day long 
festival as the chief 
guest and congratu-
lated the participants 
and the organisers for 
the wonderful event 
and called upon ev-
eryone to take max-
imum advantage of 
such events. 

Addressing the 
gathering Joint Di-
rector (School Edu-

cation), KB Chettri 
called upon the stu-
dents and teachers to 
take active part in such 
competitions and take 
maximum advantage. 

Tarpin School HM 
Hem Kalyani Gurung 
thanked WSOS for or-
ganising this edition 
of NEEV at the school.

WSOS Co-found-
er Pranay Khatiwara 
thanked all those who 
supported in organis-
ing NEEV at Tarpin.

The event was also 

attended by BDO Rhe-
nock, RK Gurung, SKM 
Nari Shakti Vice Con-
venor Prabha Pradhan, 
Education department 
officials, panchayats, 
teachers, students and 
others.

This festival was or-
ganised in line with the 
WSOS objective of laying 
a foundation for better 
future by providing a 
platform to the young 
minds in rural Sikkim to 
foster their creative ge-
nius.  

Drunk killed in Uttarakhand for entering pandal 
Rudrapur, 08 Apr 
[PTI]: A 29-year-old 
man was beaten to 
death by a  mob that 
accused him of  enter-
ing a  pandal  where a 
rel igious ceremony 
was in  progress  in 
an inebriated condi-
t ion,  pol ice  said on 
Thursday.

The incident  oc-
curred on Tues-
day afternoon near 
Durga Mandir  in 

Udham Singh Nagar 
district .

The vict im,  Johny 
Sagar,  kept  lying on 
the road outside the 
pandal ,  writhing in 
pain for  nearly  three 
hours in  a  semi-con-
scious state  but  no 
one came to his  res-
cue,  pol ice  off ic ial 
DS Kunwar said ,  c i t -
ing CCTV footage of 
the spot .

When his  pl ight 

caught  the attention 
of  a  few passersby, 
he was rushed to 
the district  hospital , 
where doctors  de-
clared him dead,  he 
said .

According to  the 
pol ice ,  the vict im 
was drunk and he 
picked up an argu-
ment with the peo-
ple  in  the pandal 
who then beat  him 
and threw him out .

A case under sec-
t ion 302 (murder) 
of  the Indian Penal 
Code (IPC)  has been 
registered against 
unidenti f ied peo-
ple  on the basis  of  a 
complaint  lodged by 
the vict im's  wife ,  the 
pol ice  off ic ial  said .

CCTV footage is 
being examined to 
identi fy  the accused, 
he added.

Cut the debt of poor countries, 
Pope tells IMF, World Bank

VATICAN CITY, 08 Apr 
(Reuters): Pope Francis 
has told world financial 
chiefs that poor coun-
tries hit by the eco-
nomic impact of the 
coronavirus need to 
have their debt burden 
reduced and be given 
a greater say in global 
decision making.

In a letter to the 
participants of the In-
ternational Monetary 
Fund and World Bank’s 
annual spring meeting, 
the pope said the pan-
demic had forced the 
world to come to terms 
with interrelated so-
cio-economic, ecologi-

cal, and political crises.
“The notion of re-

covery cannot be con-
tent to a return to an 
unequal and unsus-
tainable model of eco-
nomic and social life, 
where a tiny minority 
of the world’s popu-
lation owns half of its 
wealth,” the pontiff 
said in the letter dated 
April 4.

He said a spirit of 
global solidarity “de-
mands at the least a 
significant reduction in 
the debt burden of the 
poorest nations, which 
has been exacerbated 
by the pandemic”.
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GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
SOCIAL JUSTICE & 

 WELFARE DEPARTMENT
5TH MILE TADONG, GANGTOK

Memo No: 10/GOS/SJ&WD/EC/2021      Dated: 07.04.2021

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
The Assistant Engineer, (N) Social Justice & Welfare Department, Government of Sikkim, Samaj Kalyan Bha-
wan, Lumsey, Tadong, East District, Sikkim on behalf of Governor of Sikkim, invites sealed tenders in percent-
age Rate basis from the eligible contractors of appropriate class Vide Notification No. 584/R&B/PWD/Secy. 
Dated 08.10.2018 vide Notification No. 515/R&B/PWD/Secy. Dated 12.06.2018 Notification No. 104/R&B 
Dated 08.10.2020 for the work(s) listed under:-

Sl.
No.

Name of work Value put to 
Tender (in Rs.)

Completion 
Time (in 
months)

Amount 
of Earnest 
Money @2.2% 
for issue of 
tender form 
(Rs)

Amount of 
Bank receipt 
fpor cost of 
tender docu-
ments (Rs.)

Constituency / 
GPU/Ward.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1 Construction  

of 4/R/S/B for 
Science Lab & 
Library with Lab 
equipments 
and furniture at 
Manul Secondary 
School in North 
Sikkim.

52,42,922.00 18 months 1,31,073.00 5000.00 Lachen Man-
gan Constitu-
ency
14-Toong Naga 
GPU
Manul Singchit 
ward.

Time Schedule is as follows:-

1. Start Date for submission of application with deposit receipt of the receipt of the respective GPUI- 12th 
April to 13th April, 2021 (10.00 am to 4.30pm) for issue of Tender Documents (Excluding the tender form).

2. Last date for issue of tender form  - 19th April, 2021 (11:00hrs to 13:00hrs).
3. Date and Time for submission of Tender  - 17th May, 2021 (10:00 hrs to 13:00 hrs).
4. Date and Time of opening of Tender  - 17th May, 2021 (13:30 hrs to 16:30 hrs).
5. Place of tender     - Toong Naga GPK.

Note: The details of tender documents including tender form can be obtained from the office of the Assistant 
Engineer- (N) SJ&WD on production of receipt of deposit made to respective GPK.

CONDITIONS OF CONTRACT

1. Tender is open only to the eligible Contracts/Firms of appropriate Class/Area.
2. The intending tenders/contractors should apply in writing for issue of tender documents. The application 

would invariably by signed by the contractor himself/herself. The tender documents will not be issued to 
any person other than the INTENDING TENDER.

3. The applicants should enclose attested copies of the (a) Valid GSTIN Registration Certification, (b) Latest 
Income Tax Clearance Certificate as per the Indian Income Tax Act and (c) Validated Contractor Enlistment 
Certificate, and Professional Tax Clearance Certificate along with the application. It is mandatory to pro-
duce the original validated/updated Enlistment Certificate during sale/issue of the Tender Document for 
verification (d) PAN card.

4. The prescribed Non-Transferable Tender Documents (Excluding the Tender Form) can be obtained during 
the period specified in (As above from the office of the Assistant Engineer of Social Justice & Welfare De-
partment, Samaj Kalyan Bhawan, Lumsey, Tadong, East District, Sikkim, on production of receipt deposit to 
the revenue of the respective GPK.

5. Earnest Money Deposit @2.5% in the State Bank of Sikkim in the form of deposit receipt of schedules 
bank which includes in the form of temporary deposit receipts or fixed deposits receipts in favour of the 
Sr. Accounts Officer of the Department Tender Form shall be issued only on the production of the deposit 
receipt to the contractors who has obtained the tender documents, on production of deposit receipts of 
2.5% earnest money.

6. The Tender document s including the Tender Form with quoted offer should be placed in a sealed cover 
with the name of the Tenderers and the name of the work superscripted on it. Supporting documents 
listed at SL 3(a), (b) and (c) above should b enclosed with the offer.

7. Sealed Tenders may be deposited in the Tender Box in the concerned GPK on the date and time indicated 
above.

8. Tenders will be opened by a Tender Opening Committee a prescribed by the Government in the presence 
of the tenderer on the date and time indicated above.

9. The Tender should sign on every page of the tender documents as Acceptance of the General Direction 
and Conditions of Contract aad other laid down norms. The rate quoted should be both  in figures and 
words and should be inclusive of GST and all other Taxes and Levies. Overwriting and correction should be 
avoided and if made should be authenticated. Incomplete/ Conditional tenders shall be rejected forthwith.

10. In case of any discrepancy in rate(s) printed in the Schedule of Rates and Quantities issued with the ten-
der document, rates as per approved Schedule of Rates will be taken as correct. For items outside the SOR, 
the rates shall be as per the technically checked/estimate/analysis. Decision of the Add. Chief Engineer 
cum Secretary/Head of the Department will be final in this regard.

11. The Work Value, scope and quantum of work are subject to change, the contractor shall execute the 
work as per the directives of the Department. No claim on this account shall be entertained whatsoever. If 
any extra claim is made, it shall be as per the agreement rates.

12. Avoidable damages due to negligence of the contractor shall be at his own risk and cost. The Depart-
ment shall not be liable for payment of such damages (if any), including accidents to laborer at site.

13. The offer shall remain valid for a period of 90 days. The work should commence within 15 days from the 
date of issue of work order.

14. The department reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tenders without assigning any reason 
thereof. 

15. Subletting of contract work is against the norms and if it comes to the notice, the original contract shall 
be cancelled and appropriate action shall be initiated as per the rules 

16. The Department also reserves the right to increase, decrease, alter or modify the item of works as indi-
cated in the NIT without assigning any reason thereof.

17. The contractor will have to pay all taxes and duties as applicable and notified by the State/Central Gov-
ernment and no claim shall be entertained in this regard whatsoever.

18. The rate quoted shall be inclusive of prevailing taxes.
19. The department reserves the right to reject the incomplete tender without any reason there-off.
20. The Contactor has to submit the work program/ bar Chart may be submitted in the initial stage.

Sd/-
Assistant Engineer (North-I)

Social Justice & Welfare Department
Samaj Kalyan Bhawan, Lumsey,

5th Mile, East District , Sikkim.
R.O. No. 11/IPR/Pub/Classi/21-22 dt. 08.4.2021

Krishi bhawan
Tadong- 737102

Gangtok 
Land Line No. 03592-295367

HORTICULTURE DEPARTMENT
GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM

   No. 614/DIR/Horti          Dated: -08/04/2021
The Horticulture Department, Government of Sikkim with a view to pro-

vide entrepreneurship opportunity invites project proposals for credit linked 
back ended subsidy schemes for buying Refrigerated Transport Vehicles un-
der HMMEH subject to following terms and conditions:-
1. The Scheme details area as under:-
(i) FPOs/SHGs/PSUs/Government Agencies/Cooperatives may avail scheme 

without credit link, if they are able to meet their share of project cost from 
their own resource.

(ii) Individual local farmers/individual local entrepreneurs with credit linked 
back ended subsidy upto a maximum of Rs. 13 lac or 50% of project cost 
whichever is less.

2. The last date for submitting the project proposal to Additional Chief Engi-
neer, Hroticulture or the undersigned is 30th April, 2021.

3. For further details, please contact Director, Horticulture at 9734927483, 
ACE, Horticulture at 9434015139 or Heads of Horticulture Department in 
all four districts.

Sd/-
Director, Horticulture

File No: 253/Hort/Engg/20-21

R.O. NO. 12/IPR/PUB/21-22  Datet. 9.4.2021

DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION & PUBLIC RELATIONS
GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM

SOOCHANA BHAWAN, 5TH MILE TADONG
GANGTO – 737102

Ref. No. 17/IPR/21-22   Dated: 7/4/2021

APPEAL 
As we are aware, that the number of cases of COVID-19 in the country is witness-
ing an alarming upward trend. In this regard, Hon’ble Prime Minister convened 
a high level meeting on 4th April, 2021 to review the emerging situation, follow-
ing which it has been decided to focus on the fivefold strategy tyo deal with the 
emerging crises viz Testing, Tracing, Treatment, COVID appropriate behavior and 
Vaccination, with renewed emphasis on “Dawai Bhi Kadai Bhi.

Sd/-
DIO/East.

Regional workshop on 
PMKVY for NE states 

GANGTOK, 08 APR 
(IPR): 
The Skill Development 
Department, Govern-
ment of Sikkim, in collab-
oration with the Minis-
try of Skill Development 
and Entrepreneurship, 
Government of India, or-
ganised a Regional Work-
shop on Pradhan Mantri 
Kaushal Vikas Yojna (PM-
KVY 3.0) for North East-
ern States at a local hotel, 
in Gangtok, today. 

 Advisor, Skill Devel-
opment Department, 
Government of Sikkim, 
Satish Chandra Rai, 
graced the programme 
as the Chief Guest and 
the Chairman, Skill De-
velopment Department, 
Government of Sikkim, 
Binod Basnet was the 
Guest of Honour. 

The function also had 
the presence of Addition-
al Secretary, MSDE, Gov-
ernment of India, Atul 
Kumar Tiwari, Secretary, 
Skill Development De-
partment, Government 
of Sikkim, Ganga Prad-
han, Senior Head, STT, 
NSDC, Anand Kumar Jha, 
delegates from Govern-
ment of India, partici-
pants from North East-
ern States of Arunachal 
Pradesh, Assam, Ma-
nipur, Meghalaya and 
Mizoram, and members 
from District Skill Com-
mittee Sikkim. 

The objective of the 
workshop focused on 
sensitising State Skill 
Development Missions 
(SSDMs) and District 
Skill Committees (DSCs) 
for effective implemen-
tation of the PMKVY 3.0 
with their active partici-
pation and to put an all-

out effort with an aim to 
bridge the gap between 
policy framework and ex-
ecution by the key stake-
holders through efficient 
use of enablers.

Advisor, Satish Chan-
dra Rai in his address 
expressed gratitude to 
the  Prime Minister of 
India,  Narendra Modi 
for conceptualizing PM-
KVY scheme. He added 
that the scheme provides 
various job opportunities 
for unemployed youths 
by conducting trainings 
in various trades and 
disciplines, duly making 
them self-employed, re-
liant and independent. 
He mentioned that the 
Skill Development De-
partment in Sikkim also 
plays an important role 
by facilitating more em-
ployment generating 
schemes for the youths 
which is a need of the 
hour.

During the workshop, 
Joint Director Skill Devel-
opment, MSDE, delivered 
a presentation on PMKVY 
3.0 scheme- PMKVY 3.0 
provisions, comparison 
between PMKVY 2.0 and 
PMKVY 3.0, target alloca-
tion methodology in STT, 
RPL and special projects, 
training performance 
(ETACP) under Central 
and State component 

and important schemes 
of MSDE- JSS, NAPs, ITIs, 
IISC, TITP, in the first ses-
sion. 

In the second ses-
sion, NSDC team deliv-
ered a presentation on 
technical aspects on 
implementation of PM-
KVY 3.0-SMART, SIP Por-
tal, monitoring of the 
scheme, PMKKs in NER, 
TOT/TOA and eSkills. 

The third session 
was followed by discus-
sions with States, State 
wise fact sheet by MSDE/
NSDC and presentation 
by each State on PMKVY 
3.0 implementation, dis-
cussions with DSCs and 
interactive suggestion 
session for PMKVY 4.0 
from all the participants. 

The workshop con-
cluded with the fourth 
session wherein PMKVY 
3.0 was summarised by 
the Additional Secretary, 
MSDE and CPO, NSDC. 

Earlier, a welcome ad-
dress was delivered by 
Secretary, Skill Devel-
opment Department, 
Government of Sik-
kim, Ganga Pradhan, 
wherein she apprised 
the gathering that PM-
KVY 3.0 pilot project 
has already been rolled 
out and the focus of 
the workshop will be 
to sensitise, share and 

resolve issues pertaining 
to pilot project of PMKVY 
3.0 2021. 

She informed that 
PMKVY 3.0 will be a 
broad based scheme with 
convergence of multi-
ple central development 
skilling schemes and 
state schemes, to ensure 
better outcome in terms 
of achieving skilling in 
the State with speed and 
standard.

It may be mentioned 
that, Pradhan Mantri 
Kaushal Vikas Yojana 
(PMKVY 3.0) is a  flagship 
skill scheme of Minis-
try of Skill Development 
and Entreprenueship, to 
empower the country's 
youth with employable 
skills by making over 
multiple skill courses 
available to them. PM-
KVY 3.0 is designed 
towards making skill 
development more de-
mand-driven and decen-
tralised in its approach, 
with focus on digital 
technology and Industry 
4.0 skills. In PMKVY 3.0 
District Skill Commit-
tees (DSCs), under the 
guidance of State Skill 
Development Missions 
(SSDM), shall play a 
key role in addressing 
the skill gap and as-
sessing demand at the 
district level.

After Biplab Deb, Tripura Deputy CM also tests Covid+
Agartala, 08 Apr 
[NDTV]: After Chief Min-
ister Biplab Kumar Deb, 
his deputy, Jishnu Deb-
barma has also tested 
positive in Tripura this 
afternoon.
The deputy Chief Min-
ister was in home isola-
tion.

Jishnu Debbarma 
wrote in his Facebook 
post, "Today I have test-
ed positive for Covid-19 
and have taken home 
quarantine. Let's all 
keep safe and be safe."

Tripura Chief Min-
ister Biplab Kumar Deb 
had on Wednesday morn-
ing informed through so-
cial media platforms that 
he had tested positive for 
the virus.

Through his post, 
Mr Deb had also asked 
those who have come in 
contact with him to put 

themselves into isolation.
"I have been tested 

positive for Covid-19. 
I have isolated my-
self at home as per 
the advice of doctors. 

I request everyone to 
please follow all the 
covid appropriate be-
haviour and stay safe," 
CM Deb had informed 
through his post.

After Maharashtra, Jharkhand flags vaccine shortage
Ranchi, 08 Apr: 
Jharkhand Health Min-
ister Banna Gupta to-
day said that the state 
is short of COVID-19 
vaccines and is only 
left with stock for one 
to two days.
Mr Gupta said: "We 
have stock for the next 
one-two days. We have 
made a request to the 
Union Home Minister 
and I am hopeful that 
he will provide the vac-
cines."

"Around 83 lakh 
people need to get first 
and second doses of the 
vaccine. It means we 
will need around 1.60 
crore doses. We are 
getting it gradually. We 
do have vaccines avail-
able with us but there 
has been a shortage at 
some locations. So, we 
have spoken to Union 
Health Minister Harsh 
Vardhan," he added.

About 18,27,800 
first doses of the vac-
cines have been admin-
istered while 2,78,000 
second doses have 
been given in the state 
till now, the Jharkhand 
Health Minister said.

"Had requested the 
Union Health Minis-
ter to make available 
at least 10 lakh doses 
immediately. They are 
likely to arrive by to-
morrow," he added.

The reports of 
shortage in Jharkhand 
come after Maha-
rashtra Health Min-
ister Rajesh Tope on 
Wednesday also said 
that his state is facing 
a COVID-19 vaccine 
shortage and demand-
ed 40 lakh doses every 
week from the centre.

Reacting to Mr 
Tope's claims, the 
Union Health Minis-
ter on Wednesday said 
that he had seen state-
ments made by pub-
lic representatives in 
Maharashtra about the 
shortage of vaccines 

and asserted that it 
was nothing but "an 
attempt to divert atten-
tion from Maharashtra 
government's repeated 
failures to control the 
spread of pandemic".

The minister had 
said the "lackadaisical 

attitude of the state gov-
ernment has singularly 
bogged down the entire 
country's efforts to fight 
the virus" and the lack of 
efforts of the part of the 
state government "is now 
clearly visible and come 
to haunt us all".
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Reporting, 
Not Repeating

Not just rights, we also need 
more professionalism

The Right to Free Speech, like any other freedom, needs 
pause where someone else’s space begins; quite like 

how the right to swing one’s arms ends the moment some-
one’s nose comes in the way. When it comes to speech, the 
volume needs to be turned down when someone else’s 
eardrums begin hurting. Ditto for the freedom of expres-
sion enjoyed by newspapers, the right to write enters the 
domain of solid research and defendable evidence the 
moment someone’s reputation is being blemished. Since 
one cannot really go ahead and start telling people to shut 
up or stop writing, a civilized way to handle the situation 
would be to clarify to those with a weakness for public 
outpourings that free speech does not come bundled with 
the right to be believed. For that one has to work much 
harder on the supporting arguments.

In Sikkim, the public domain which used to earlier be 
dominated by newspapers is now increasingly occupied 
by SocialMedia. The medium is not a worry so long as 
the information is pucca and provided news and opinion 
are clearly segregated. But now we are digressing into a 
journalism class, which is not what this is about. Return-
ing to topic, a press release to publications and Facebook 
pages starved for news and driven by urgency, guaran-
tees reportage. No problems thus far, these are after all 
mediums for sharing information and opinions held by 
organizations, political parties and even individuals. The 
problem starts when the fourth estate starts presenting 
news culled from press releases as reportage prepared 
from independent investigation. Here the reader tends to 
get misled. When claims by affected parties or involved 
agencies start getting presented as independent report-
age, readers are led to believe that the information has 
been verified by unbiased reporters and are not just mis-
chievous speculations and allegations. When these lines 
get blurred, a lot of mischief can be played.

News media is expected not to slip in comment into 
news-reports and when reports start getting editorial-
ized, they start confusing readers even more. When that 
happens, we, as newspaper people, end up defeating the 
very reason we are in business – to provide a clear pic-
ture of how events unfolded, opinions were expressed 
and drama played out. It is not just the readers who end 
up confused, even journalists, because they become part 
of the story themselves, lose focus and appropriate ‘an-
gles’ to foist their individual beliefs, reaching a nadir from 
where the larger picture is no longer visible.

The demand on newspapers to work harder on their 
research and legwork is more amplified nowadays than 
ever before because there are too many voices in the air, 
too many claims and allegations, too much conscious 
ignoring of facts… News media because it is essentially 
in the business of reporting and not just repeating, has 
been shouldered an enormous workload even if it just re-
ports all sides, and fleshes out all required details. And 
we are not even talking investigative reporting here, just 
background research and crosschecking. We also need to 
recognize that people can connect the dots, and as much 
as their observation will expose empty rhetoric of politi-
cians and see through the disguises to notice the politics, 
it will also recognize shoddy reporting. Politicians don’t 
seem to care much for such public exposure, but those 
in the business of news cannot afford such shaming, be-
cause their survival depends on accuracy and reliability.

How to stop psychopaths and narcissists 
from winning positions of power

STEVE TAYLOR
theconversation.com

One of the human race’s biggest 
problems has been that people 

who occupy positions of power are 
often incapable of using power in a 
responsible way. In the past, this was 
mostly due to hereditary systems 
which assigned power to kings and 
lords and others, who often didn’t 
have the intellectual or moral ca-
pacity to use their power well. But 
in more recent times, it seems as 
though power attracts ruthless and 
narcissistic people with a severe lack 
of empathy and conscience.

In psychology, there is a concept 
of a “dark triad” of malevolent per-
sonality traits: psychopathy, narcis-
sism and Machiavellianism. These 
traits are studied together because 
they almost always overlap and com-
bine. If a person has psychopathic 
traits, then they tend to have narcis-
sistic and Machiavellian traits too.

People with these personalities 
can’t sense other people’s feelings 
or see the world from any perspec-
tive apart from their own. They don’t 
have a sense of conscience or guilt to 
stop them behaving immorally. They 
feel superior and enjoy manipulating 
and controlling other people. At the 
same time, they need to feel respect-
ed and admired and like to be the 
centre of attention.

There’s a great deal of evidence 
that people with dark triad person-
alities are attracted to the corporate 
and political worlds. Research, for 
example, shows that people with 
narcissistic and psychopathic traits 
have a strong desire for dominance 
and are disproportionately common 
in leadership positions.

As the psychologists Niklas Stef-
fens and Alexander Haslam put it, 
“like moths to a flame, narcissists 
may be drawn naturally to positions 
of power and influence”. Or as the 
psychologist Robert Hare writes of 

psychopaths, they “are social pred-
ators and like all predators they are 
looking for feeding grounds. Wherev-
er you get power, prestige and mon-
ey, you will find them”.

The most evil leaders of the 
20th-century, such as Stalin, Hitler, 
Mao Zedong, Pol Pot, Saddam Hus-
sein and Colonel Gaddafi, clearly 
had severe dark triad traits. They 
didn’t become leaders because of 
their ability or intelligence, but 
simply because they had a tremen-
dous desire for power and were in-
credibly ruthless and cruel in their 
pursuit of it.

Many present day politicians 
appear to have psychopathic and 
narcissistic traits too. It’s easy to 
spot such leaders, because they 
are always authoritarian, following 
hardline policies. They try to sub-
vert democracy, to reduce the free-
dom of the press and clamp down 
on dissent. They are obsessed with 
national prestige, and often perse-
cute minority groups. And they are 
always corrupt and lacking in moral 
principles.

NARCISSISTS AND SOCIOPATHS
In democratic countries such as 

the UK and the US, one could argue 
that there is less likelihood of psy-

chopathic people becoming leaders. 
But there’s still a serious problem 
with highly narcissistic, ruthless and 
non-empathic people attaining pow-
er. This is clear from Donald Trump’s 
presidency.

Like many mental health profes-
sionals, the president’s niece, Mary 
Trump – a clinical psychologist – 
voiced her opinion that Trump suf-
fers from a range of personality dis-
orders. She suggested that his main 
issue was his severe narcissism, 
but also that he “meets the criteria 
for antisocial personality disorder, 
which in its severe form is generally 
considered sociopathy”.

Over time, as sensible and re-
sponsible people left his adminis-
tration, Trump attracted others 
with similar personality traits to 
himself. In this way, his regime 
became what the Polish psychol-
ogist Andrew Lobacewski called 
a “pathocracy” – a government 
consisting of people with person-
ality disorders. In the UK there 
has also been a trend for leading 
politicians to display signs of nar-
cissism, ruthlessness and a lack 
of empathy. This also suggests a 
movement towards pathocracy.

The essence of the problem is 

that callous, low-empathy people are 
drawn to power, whereas empathic 
and responsible people (who would 
make ideal leaders) don’t have a de-
sire for dominance. They usually pre-
fer to remain on the ground, interact-
ing with other people. This leaves po-
sitions of powers free for the wrong 
people.

WHAT CAN BE DONE?
Like others who have studied the 

problem of “corporate psychopathy”, 
the Australian psychologist Clive 
Boddy has suggested that compa-
nies should screen leadership can-
didates for psychopathy. In my view, 
we should do something similar in 
politics. Every government (indeed 
every organisation) should employ 
psychologists to assess potential 
leaders and determine their suitabil-
ity for power.

Personality tests might not be 
much use, because dark triad per-
sonalities are manipulative and 
dishonest. But other assessments 
could be used. It’s widely accepted 
there are childhood signs of dark 
triad traits, such as callousness 
and cruelty and a lack of empathy, 
guilt and emotion. So psycholo-
gists could examine the candidate’s 
life history, interviewing previous 
supervisors and coworkers. They 
could also speak to past acquain-
tances, former schoolteachers or 
university tutors.

Some might argue this would 
give too much power to psycholo-
gists, who would effectively become 
kingmakers – and perhaps become 
vulnerable to corruption themselves. 
While this is true, it’s surely prefer-
able to the present situation, where 
there’s nothing to stop people with 
narcissistic and psychopathic traits 
gaining power and then using their 
power malevolently.

[the writer is Senior Lecturer in 
Psychology, Leeds Beckett University]

After a year of digital learning and virtual 
teaching, let’s hear it for the joy of real books

KATHRYN MACCALLUM
theconversation.com

We know COVID-19 and its associated chang-
es to our work and learning habits caused 

a marked increase in the use of technology. More 
surprising, perhaps, is the impact these lockdowns 
have had on children’s and young people’s self-re-
ported enjoyment of books and the overall positive 
impact this has made on reading rates.

A recent survey from the UK, for example, 
showed children were spending 34.5% more time 
reading than they were before lockdown. Their 
perceived enjoyment of reading had increased by 
8%.

This seems logical — locked down with less to 
do means more time for other activities. But with 
the increase in other distractions, especially the 
digital kind, it’s encouraging to see many young 
people still gravitate towards reading, given the 
opportunity.

In general, most children still read physical 
books, but the survey showed a small increase in 
their use of audiobooks and digital devices. Au-
diobooks were particularly popular with boys and 
contributed to an overall increase in their interest 
in reading and writing.

There is no doubt, however, that digital texts 
are becoming more commonplace in schools, and 
there is a growing body of research exploring their 
influence. One such study showed no direct rela-
tionship between how often teachers used digital 
reading instruction and activities and their stu-
dents’ actual engagement or reading confidence.

What the study did show, however, was a direct, 
negative relationship between how often teachers 
had their students use computers or tablets for 
reading activities and how much the students liked 
reading.

These findings suggest physical books continue 
to play a critical role in fostering young children’s 
love of reading and learning. At a time when tech-
nology is clearly influencing reading habits and 
teaching practices, can we really expect the love of 
reading to be fostered by sitting alone on a digital 
device?

THE LIMITATIONS OF eBOOKS
In schools and homes we often see eBooks 

being used to support independent reading. As 
teachers and parents, we have started to rely on 
these tools to support our emerging readers. But 
over-reliance has meant losing the potential for 
engagement and conversation.

Studies have shown children perform better 
when reading with an adult, and this is often a 
richer experience with a print book than with an 

eBook.
Reading when we’re young is still a communal 

experience. My own seven-year-old is at the age 
when reading to me at night is a crucial part of his 
development as a reader. Relying on him to sit on 
his own and read from his device will never work.

This is not to deny the usefulness of eBooks. 
Their adoption in schools has been led by the 
desire to better support learners. They provide 
teachers with an extensive library of titles and fea-
tures designed to entice and motivate.

These embedded features provide new ways 
of helping children decode language and also offer 
vital support for children with special needs, such 
as dyslexia and impaired vision.

The research, however, suggests caution rather 
than a wholesale adoption of eBooks. Studies have 
shown the extra features of eBooks, such as pop-
ups, animation and sound, can actually distract the 
learner, detracting from the reading experience 
and reducing comprehension of the text.

THE BOOK AS OBJECT
Real books may lack these interactive features 

but their visual and tactile nature plays a strong 
role in engaging the reader.

Because books exist in the same physical space as 
their readers — scattered and found objects rather 
than apps on a screen — they introduce the role of 
choice, one of the big influences on engagement.

While generally a reluctant reader, my child 
loves to flick through books and look at the pic-
tures. He might not necessarily read every word, 
but books such as Dog Man, Captain Underpants 
and Bad Guys have provided a fantastic opportuni-

ty to engage him.
We have even managed to link reading with our 

children’s favourite online games. Their Minecraft 
manuals have become valuable resources and are 
even taken to friends’ houses on play-dates.

Many of our books are not in the best shape, ev-
idence they are lived with and loved. Second hand 
shops and school fairs provide a cheap option for 
adding variety, and libraries are also valuable for 
supplementing the home shelves.

KEEPING IT REAL
But cuts to library budgets and collections, 

such as have been announced recently by Welling-
ton Central Library, threaten to further undermine 
the role of the physical book in children’s lives.

School libraries, too, are often the first space 
to be sacrificed when budgets and space restric-
tions tighten. This encourages the uptake of digital 
books and further reinforces a reliance on techno-
logical alternatives.

Of course, digital technology plays an import-
ant role in supporting children to engage and 
learn, often in powerful new ways that would oth-
erwise be impossible.

But in our haste to adopt and rely on “digital 
solutions” without clear justification or consider-
ation of their effective use, we risk undervaluing 
the power of objects made from paper and ink.

As we emerge from a pandemic that has accel-
erated digital progress, we can’t let these develop-
ments obscure the place of real books in real — as 
opposed to virtual — lives.

[the writer is Associate Profes-
sor, University of Canterbury]
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DURGA PRASAD TIMISINA WAS HELD WITHOUT TRIAL SINCE 

1980 IN CONNECTION WITH A MURDER IN DARJEELING 
Was innocent, says Nepal national released from Indian prison after 40 years 

PARBAT PORTEL
Kathmandu, 08 Apr [Kathmand-
uPost]: When Radheshyam Das 
was released from Dum Dum Central 
Correctional Home in Kolkata last 
October after serving a 10-year sen-
tence, he had one thing in mind—to 
help secure the release of Durga 
Prasad Timsina (aka Dipak Jaisi), a 
resident of Mai Municipality, Ilam, 
from prison.

Das shared a cell adjacent to the 
60-year-old who had been in prison 
without a proper trial for the last 40 
years.

And on Saturday, Timsina was 
released following a verdict from a 
joint-bench of Kolkata High Court 
Chief Judge Thottathil B Nayar Rad-
hakrishnan and Judge Anirudra Roy 
on Wednesday.

Das had told the West Bengal 
Radio Club about Timsina and soon 
news spread of a Nepali man impris-
oned for the past 40 years in an In-
dian jail without a formal court trial.

Hirak Sinha, a lawyer, was one 
of those who heard of the case and 
wanted to meet Timsina.

Sinha contacted the West Bengal 
correctional home inspector general 
of police and requested a meeting 
with Timsina. Sinha’s request was 
granted and he went to the Dum 
Dum prison and met Timsina.

“When I initially met him, he was 
in a poor condition,” recalls Sinha. 
“He couldn’t even speak. He wrote 
his parents’ name after I handed him 
a pen and a paper.”

After meeting Timsina and see-
ing the situation he was in, Sinha de-
cided to take up his case for the sake 

of humanity.
A murder charge had been filed 

against Timsina at the Darjeeling 
Police Office on May 11, 1980 by one 
Naine Ghale of Darjeeling. Ghale, in 
his complaint, had accused Timsina 
of murdering his wife Junu Gurung. 
However, the complainant was not 
contacted later during the case in-
vestigations.

“There is no doubt that Ghale 
filed a false complaint against our 
brother,” said Prakash Chandra, the 
younger brother who had gone to re-
ceive him on Saturday after working 
on his release. “It looks like my elder 
brother was framed under false ac-
cusations.”

Speaking to the media briefly af-
ter his release on Saturday, Timsina 
said, “I was innocent.”

Timsina lost his father at a very 
young age and he began looking af-
ter the family in his youth after his 

mother was seriously injured in an 
accident. He headed to Mangalbarey 
in Ilam to do business in 1980. How-
ever, business prospects did not look 
good and he subsequently migrated 
to Darjeeling in search of work.

“He was arrested on murder 
charges while he was in Darjeeling 
but we still do not know what real-
ly transpired although papers sub-
mitted at the court states that he 
had murdered another person,” said 
Prakash Chandra.

The family had given him up for 
dead thinking that he may have died 
during the Gorkhaland uprising in 
the 1980s, in which Nepali-speaking 
Indians from the hills of West Bengal 
demanded a separate state within 
India.

It was only in November last year 
that the family came to know that 
he was in Dum Dum prison and his 
brother went to meet him.

According to a Times of India re-
port, HAM radio operators in Kolkata 
contacted Nepal Radio Club, whose 
members launched a search and fi-
nally located his mother Dhanmaya 
Timsina. The family then contacted 
the Nepal consulate to be reunited 
with her son.

Timsina’s 81-year-old mother 
Dhanmaya is full of joy after receiv-
ing news of her son’s release from 
the prison.

“My joy has no bounds, as I will 
get to see my son before I die,” said 
Dhanmaya.

The papers related to Timsina’s 
case were burnt when the police 
station was attacked during the 
Gorkhaland uprising, according to 
his brother.

Before Timsina was released, 
the court’s registrar made Prakash 
Chandra sign an agreement docu-
ment on Friday stating that Timsina 
was to appear before court after his 
‘mental health improved’.

According to Timsina’s law-
yer Sinha, Timsina should inform 
the Office of Consulate General of 
Nepal in Kolkata about his men-
tal health every six months and 
this information will then have to 
be passed on to the Kolkata High 
Court.

While Prakash Chandra claims 
that there is nothing wrong with 
his brother’s mental state, as he 
can clearly remember incidents 
that took place more than 40 years 
ago, Sinha says that Timsina’s phys-
ical health is good but his mental 
state is weak.

“His mental state is that of a 

9-year-old,” said Sinha. “The hospital 
has also proved this.”

According to the Times of India 
report, the West Bengal State Legal 
Services Authority, after learning of 
Timsina’s predicament, got his men-
tal health condition professionally 
evaluated. The authority assessed 
that Timsina’s IQ level was on par 
with that of a 10-year-old, following 
which a conclusion was drawn that 
he was unfit to stand trial.

Timsina had been shifted from 
Darjeeling to Alipurdwar Jail in 
2005, from where he was sent to 
Dum Dum Central Correctional 
Home in Kolkata.

After coming out of prison, Tim-
sina first looked at the open skies 
and then turned his eyes towards the 
journalists who had gathered to see 
his release.

Ambarisnath Biswas, the radio 
journalist who broke the story af-
ter hearing about Timsina from Das, 
broke into tears and embraced Tim-
sina. He then handed some gifts that 
he had brought for Timsina’s mother 
back in Nepal.

“Today is a day of celebration. I 
am really happy about Timsina’s re-
lease,” he said. “His story is one of a 
kind, as it is not common for a per-
son to be held up in a prison for 40 
years.”

The news of Timsina’s release 
overwhelmed Das, who shared the 
adjacent cell for 10 years and is in 
Medinipur in West Bengal, with joy.

“The happiness of him being re-
leased is the biggest happiness of 
my life,” Das told the Post over the 
phone on Saturday.

Assam writer 
charged with 
sedition over 
Facebook post 
on Maoist 
attack
Guwahati, 08 Apr 
[PTI]: Assam writer 
Sikha Sarma was arrest-
ed on the charge of sedi-
tion and sent to judicial 
custody on Wednesday 
for her alleged comment 
in the social media on 
security personnel mas-
sacred by Maoists in Ch-
hatisgarh, police said.

Sikha Sarma had on 
April 5, two days after 
the brutal killing of the 
security personnel, alleged-
ly posted on Facebook: 
"Salaried people cannot be 
termed martyrs if they die 
during duty. In that case, an 
electricity department em-
ployee will also be a martyr 
if he dies due to electrocu-
tion. Media do not make the 
people emotional."

The post had stirred 
controversy with over 
11,000 comments and at 
least 1,600 shares in Face-
book.

The police registered 
a case against her under 
Sections 124A (sedition), 
294A (keeping lottery of-
fice), 500 (defamation) 
and 506 (criminal intim-
idation) along with Sec-
tion 45 (residuary penal-
ty) of IT Act after receiv-
ing complaints from two 
BJP workers on Monday.

"She was arrested 
last night and today we 
produced her before the 
Kamrup (Metro) district 
court. We did not seek 
police custody. She has 
been sent to 14 days of 
judicial custody," Guwa-
hati Police Commission-
er Munna Prasad Gupta 
told PTI.

On April 3, suspected 
Maoists killed 22 security 
personnel from different 
forces and wounded 31 
others in an ambush in Ch-
hattisgarh. Out of them, two 
CRPF personnel - Inspector 
Dilip Kumar Das and Con-
stable Babul Rabha who 
were killed hailed from As-
sam which had led to public 
outpouring of grief in the 
state. Earlier, Sikha Sarma 
had faced rape threats on 
social media over her regu-
lar posts against the ruling 
BJP in the state.

She had filed a com-
plaint to the police on it and 
no action has been taken 
against anyone. In 2017, 
the defence and home min-
istries had told the Central 
Information Commission 
in response to an RTI query 
that there was no term as 
"martyr" or "shaheed" in the 
Army or police and instead a 
soldier or a policeman killed 
in action was called a "battle 
casualty" or "operations ca-
sualty" respectively.

In Behala Purba, 3 women lead fight for former Kolkata Mayor's turf
Kolkata, 08 Apr [PTI]: 
A noteworthy house in 
the middle-class local-
ity of Parnasree Pally 
in south Kolkata is the 
residence of Ratna Chat-
terjee, the Trinamool 
Congress candidate from 
Behala Purba, who is 
fighting her first election, 
in the middle of a bit-
ter separation from her 
husband Sovan Chatter-
jee, the former mayor of 
Kolkata and sitting MLA 
from the seat who joined 
the BJP in late 2019.

"Since childhood, I 
have seen a lot of elec-
tions. First, it was my 
parents and then my hus-
band. So, this is not new 
for me. However, this is 
my first election as a can-
didate so there is a bit of 
excitement. (CM) Mama-
ta Banerjee has worked 
a lot for the people so as 
a TMC candidate, I don't 
have much pressure in 
reaching out to the peo-
ple," Ms Chatterjee told 
PTI.

Sovan Chatterjee 
quit the BJP along with 
his friend Baishakhi Ba-
nerjee after they were 
denied nominations by 

the opposition party. Be-
sides, being a mayor, he 
won the seat for two con-
secutive terms -- 2011 
and 2016. He wanted 
to contest this time too 
from the constituency, 
but the BJP chose to field 
actor Payel Sarkar.

"The party, not the 
candidate, is more im-
portant. But yes, if Sovan 
had been fielded by the 
BJP, family issues would 
have been raked up in 
public domain I have 
been saved of that," Rat-
na Chatterjee, 49, said.

BJP's Payel Sark-
ar said people do not 
care about candidates 
but vote based on party 
promises and past re-
cord.

Ms Sarkar, 39, who 
has starred in popular 
Bengali hits such as ''Bo-
jhena Se Bojhena'' and 
''Prem Amar'', now starts 
her day at 7 am in the 
morning, campaigning 
hard through the lanes 
and by-lanes of the con-
stituency, which stretch-
es from New Alipore to 
Joka, home to IIM, Cal-
cutta.

"I was always inter-

ested in politics. Since 
2014, I have been fol-
lowing Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi very 
closely and the kind of 
work the BJP has done 
in other states. This has 
been very inspiring," 
she said while taking a 
break after the morning 
campaign at her elec-
tion office.

Brushing aside crit-
icism that celebrities go 
missing from public life 
once elections are over, 

the actor said it was a 
wrong notion.

CPI(M) candidate 
Samita Har Chowdhury, 
52, said she was confi-
dent her party would be 
able to regain its vote 
base.

"You have to under-
stand that Lok Sabha 
is different from an as-
sembly election. People 
were voting for a gov-
ernment at the Centre 
and we, the Left, could 
not provide an alterna-

tive there. So, they left 
us. But, on the cam-
paign trail we are now 
witnessing that our 
supporters are return-
ing and joining us," she 
said.

TMC had won the Be-
hala Purba seat in 2016 
time by bagging around 
47 per cent votes, while 
a Left-supported In-
dependent candidate 
had 36 per cent of vote 
share. BJP came third 
with around 10 per cent.

However, the scenario 
changed in the 2019 Lok 
Sabha elections. Even 
though the Trinamool 
Congress led with 43.32 
per cent votes in Behala 
Purba, the BJP came sec-
ond with 35.63 per cent 
votes. The CPI(M) was a 
distant third with 15.90 
per cent.

The seat has a total of 
3.07 lakh voters.

Behala Purba, which 
is considered a TMC bas-

tion over the last decade, 
has more women voters 
(1.56 lakh) than men 
(1.51 lakh), possibly be-
cause of which the three 
main candidates are 
women.

"TMC was first to 
announce my name. I 
don't know, if that is 
what forced the BJP and 
CPI(M) to field women 
candidates. However, 
earlier politics was male 
dominated, we are now 
witnessing a change," Ms 
Chatterjee said.

Ms Sarkar said it was 
"fantastic" that all the 
main contenders were 
women, while Ms Chow-
dhury, a full-time CPI(M) 
worker, said that rather 
than seeing herself as 
woman in a fight with two 
others, she was concerned 
about the two parties she 
is contesting against. "My 
fight is with the ideologies 
of the TMC and BJP."

Behala Purba goes to 
polls in the fourth phase 
on April 10. The votes 
will be counted along 
with 293 other constitu-
encies in West Bengal on 
May 2.

Mithun Chakraborty's roadshow disallowed in Kolkata's Behala
Kolkata, Apr 8 (PTI): 
The BJP was denied 
permission to hold a 
roadshow of Bolly-
wood superstar Mithun 
Chakraborty, who had 
recently joined the saf-
fron camp, in Behala area 
of the city on Thursday, 
following which a group 
of party activists held a 
demonstration in front of 
a police station.

The agitation was led 
by actor-turned-politi-
cian Srabanti Chatterjee, 
who is contesting from 
the Behala Paschim as-
sembly constituency on a 
BJP ticket, party sources 
said.

"The Kolkata Police 
did not allow our leader 
Mithun Chakraborty to 
campaign for me in the 
constituency without cit-

ing any reason.
"The Trinamool Con-

gress cannot avert its 
imminent loss by such 
an undemocratic act of 
preventing us from cam-
paigning.

Is the state govern-
ment scared of losing 
power?," the popular 
Bengali actor said.

The saffron party ac-

tivists shouted slogans 
against the ruling TMC 
in front of the Parnasree 
Police Station.

BJP sources said the 
party sought permission 
to hold a door-to-door 
campaign by the Bolly-
wood superstar in the 
Behala area after the 
city police had cancelled 
its roadshow plea on 

Wednesday night.
"The door-to-door 

campaign by him was 
also not granted at 
the last minute," they 
claimed.

The Kolkata Police 
declined to make any 
comment on the issue.

The BJP candidate lat-
er took out a roadshow in 
the constituency where 

the National Award-win-
ning actor was not pres-
ent.

The actor-turned-
BJP candidate is pitted 
against TMC heavy-
weight and West Bengal 
minister Partha Chat-
terjee who is seeking 
re-election from the Be-
hala Paschim constitu-
ency.

"We have nothing to 
do with any programme 
of Mithun Chakraborty. 
We know that the TMC has 
support of the people of 
Behala. The BJP candidate 
is doing drama," a leader 
of the ruling party said.

Chakraborty, how-
ever, led a roadshow in 
Tollygunj constituency 
for Union minister and 
BJP's candidate Babul 
Supriyo.
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Booker, Paul lead Suns to 
117-113 OT win over Jazz

PHOENIX (AP): Dean-
dre Ayton kept bouncing 
up and down in the lane, 
tipping rebounds off 
missed shots to his Phoe-
nix teammates on the 
perimeter. Devin Book-
er wasn’t having a great 
night shooting, but kept 
chucking the ball toward 
the rim anyway.
Then there’s Chris Paul, 
the Suns’ veteran point 
guard who is a constant 
whirlwind of discussion 
and dribbling that never 
stops.

“Teams struggle with 
our energy,” Ayton said.

On a night that the 
Suns were far from per-
fect, that energy carried 
them to yet another win. 
Booker scored 35 points, 
Paul added 29 and Phoe-
nix beat the Utah Jazz 
117-113 in overtime 
Wednesday night in an 
entertaining matchup 
between the top two 
teams in the NBA.

The Suns scored the 
first five points in over-
time and never trailed 
again. Booker had a cou-
ple of clutch mid-range 
jumpers to keep the Jazz 
behind and Paul made a 
3-pointer with a minute 
left that pushed Phoenix 
ahead 114-108.

Utah pulled to 114-
112 on Mike Conley’s 
layup with 21 seconds 
left, but could never tie it. 
Paul hit two free throws 

with 7.8 seconds left to 
finally seal it and wrap 
up the season series with 
a game left. Phoenix has 
won seven in a row.

“It was real intense,” 
Booker said. “I thought 
both teams played hard, 
defended really well.”

The Suns pushed 
ahead 100-96 in the 
fourth quarter on a 
3-pointer by Jae Crowder 
with two minutes left. 
Donovan Mitchell made a 
contested 3-pointer with 
10.4 seconds left for Utah 
to tie it at 102.

Booker’s 3 at the 
buzzer was off the mark. 
If the Suns were deflated, 
they didn’t show it.

“That’s just part of 
the game,” Suns for-
ward Cameron Johnson 
said. “We’ve seen crazi-
er things. We had to get 
ready in overtime and get 
back after them.”

Said Paul: “I think we 
did a good job of weath-
ering the storm.”

Mitchell led Utah with 
41 points. Bojan Bog-
danovic added 20 points, 
and Rudy Gobert had 16 
points and 18 rebounds.

“We know what we 
can be,” Mitchell said. 
“We know we have work 
to do as well.”The Jazz 
bounced back from an 
11-point halftime defi-
cit to take a 78-77 lead 
going into the fourth 
quarter after Mike Con-
ley rattled home a jump-
er at the buzzer. It was 
a bruising game and the 
Suns had a 61-45 re-
bounding advantage that 
helped them win despite 
a mediocre shooting 
night.

Ayton added 18 
points and 12 rebounds. 
Johnson had 11 points 
and made 3 of 5 3-point-

ers off the bench.
“With games like this, 

we really get a chance to 
show our depth,” Paul 
said.

Utah scored just one 
basket in the first five 
minutes, giving Phoe-
nix time to build a 13-2 
lead. The Jazz recovered 
quickly, jumping ahead 
21-20 at the end of the 
first quarter.

But the Suns had an-
other push in the second, 
building a 51-40 halftime 
advantage.

SURPRISING TOP 
TWO

It was a matchup 
between two unexpect-
ed Western Conference 
heavyweights that have 
played even better than 
expected so far this sea-
son. The Jazz lead NBA 
at 38-13, 1 1/2 games 
ahead of the Suns (36-
14).

Both teams have 
taken advantage of rela-
tively good health while 
rivals — like the L.A. Lak-
ers and LeBron James — 
have dealt with injuries 
to key players.

The Suns are trying 
to stop a playoff drought 
that’s lasted more than 
a decade. Phoenix has 
beaten Utah twice this 
season, which clinches 
the three-game season 
series in case of a tie in 
the standings.

PACK ’EM IN
The Suns raised the 

crowd capacity to 5,500 
fans for the first time 
this season. That’s about 
30% of the 18,000-plus 
seats at newly-renovated 
Phoenix Suns Arena.

“It sounded like a full 
house,” Ayton said.

TIP-INS
Jazz: Utah had won 

nine straight games be-
fore having its streak 
snapped on Monday in a 
loss to Dallas.

Suns: F Abdel Nad-
er (right knee soreness) 
was unavailable and has 
missed the past eight 
games. Recently-ac-
quired Torrey Craig has 
taken most of the playing 
time with Nader unavail-
able.

UP NEXT
Jazz: Host Portland 

on Thursday night.
Suns: At Los Angeles 

Clippers on Thursday.

Durant’s perfect return fuels 
Nets’ 139-111 rout of Pelicans

NEW YORK (AP): Kev-
in Durant was perfect. 
The Brooklyn Nets were 
pretty close to it in the 
second quarter when he 
rejoined them.
Durant returned from 
a 23-game absence to 
spark Brooklyn’s most 
explosive half of the sea-
son, finishing with 17 
points on 5-for-5 shoot-
ing in the Nets’ 139-111 
rout of the New Orleans 
Pelicans on Wednesday 
night.

Durant came off the 
bench with about 7 1/2 
minutes left in the sec-
ond quarter and by the 
time the period ended 
the Nets had 79 points 
and a 20-point halftime 
lead. Brooklyn was a siz-
zling 14 for 18 (78%) in 
its 43-point quarter.

“I expected to come 
out here and play the 
way I played,” Durant 
said. “I wasn’t trying to 
ease into the game.”

Durant added seven 
rebounds and five assists 
in 19 minutes in his re-
turn from a strained left 
hamstring. He was origi-
nally listed in the starting 
lineup, but was removed 
in a revised lineup dis-
tributed minutes before 
his first game since Feb. 
13.

Coach Steve Nash 
said bringing Durant off 
the bench was so the 

Nets could more easily 
control his minutes if the 
game was close down the 
stretch.

It wasn’t.
“We got dominated 

at both ends of the floor. 
Totally dominated,” Peli-
cans coach Stan Van Gun-
dy said. “We couldn’t get 
out to the 3-point line. 
Our defense was absurd. 
They totally dominated 
us.”

Durant got an ova-
tion from the first home 
crowd he’d played in 
front of with the Nets. 
Barclays Center only 
began allowing limited 
crowds on Feb. 23.

Kyrie Irving scored 
24 points and LaMarcus 
Aldridge had 22 in the 
Nets’ ninth straight home 
win.

Eric Bledsoe scored 
26 points for the Pelicans 
before being ejected in 

the third quarter.
Zion Williamson 

had just 16 on 4-for-
12 shooting, ending his 
streak of 25 straight 
games with 20 points 
and 50% shooting. That 
tied Shaquille O’Neal for 
the longest such streak 
since 1954-55, when the 
shot clock debuted.

A night after surren-
dering 46 points in the 
third quarter of a loss 
to Atlanta, the Pelicans’ 
defenseless period came 
sooner.

Brooklyn led 36-33 
after Blake Griffin’s long 
3-pointer at the buzzer 
to end the first quarter. 
The lead had grown to 
53-44 by the time Durant 
checked in and the rout 
was soon on.

The Nets shot 55% 
and made 19 3-pointers. 
They did it all without 
James Harden, who will 

miss at least 10 days with 
his own hamstring inju-
ry. He sat on the bench 
wearing shorts.

Brooklyn scored 36 
more in the third, bring-
ing a 115-82 lead to the 
fourth while Durant went 
back to the bench.

“Amazing first game 
back,” Nash said. “I 
thought the overall team 
performance was really 
strong.”

TIP-INS
Pelicans: Lonzo Ball 

scored 15 points. ... Bran-
don Ingram missed his 
fifth straight game with a 
right foot injury.

Nets: Griffin had 10 
points, with a power-
ful dunk in the second 
quarter. ... The 79 points 
equaled the third-most 
for the Nets in a first half 
in franchise history.

NO WORRIES
Though the Nets have 

had their Big Three play 
just seven times, Van 
Gundy doesn’t see much 
cause for concern for 
Nash.

“I mean, you’re 
talking about three re-
ally, really talented guys 
who’ve played in a lot of 
big games and they know 
how to play the game and 
he’s seen them all play,” 
Van Gundy said. “I just 
can’t imagine that it’s a 
big problem. I mean, cer-
tainly he’d like to have 
them all together for as 
much time as he could, 
but I don’t think he’s 
probably over there real, 
real anxious about any-
thing.”

SUPER SUB
Durant played as a 

reserve for only the sec-
ond time in his career — 
both in his last two home 
games. He wasn’t able to 
start on Feb. 5 against 
Toronto in what was his 
867th game while the 
NBA reviewed an incon-
clusive coronavirus test 
result of someone Durant 
had interacted with that 
afternoon. He was lat-
er cleared to enter, then 
forced to leave again in 
the third quarter.

UP NEXT
Pelicans: Host Phila-

delphia on Friday.
Nets: Host the Los 

Angeles Lakers on Sat-
urday.

Green jackets fight back: Masters 
course ‘where we want it.’

AUGUSTA, Ga. (AP): The 
shortest championship 
reign in Masters histo-
ry will end when Dustin 
Johnson steps onto the 
first tee.

The tournament has 
always been a how-low-
can-you-go affair, but the 
pandemic-related shift 
to last November hand-
ed greater control of the 
course to Mother Nature, 
and man, was she ever 
kind to the players.

They’ve already 
found a very different 
Augusta National lying in 
wait this week, in large 
part because warmer 
spring temperatures 
helped tournament offi-
cials restore the fairways 
and greens to their usual 
fast and firm conditions. 
But whether those same 
green jackets cranked the 
dial up too far to avenge 
record low scoring by 
the champion —and just 
about everyone else — is 
a question that won’t be 
answered until Sunday, if 
ever.

“We don’t have any 
prescribed score,” club 
Chairman Fred Ridley 
said Wednesday. “The 
fact that Dustin was 20 
under was a combination 
of his extraordinary play 
that at the same time, ad-
mittedly, the golf course 
was soft. ... I think the 
time of year combined 
with the wet conditions 
produced an extraordi-
narily soft golf course.

“But that,” he added 
a moment later, “really 
had nothing to do with 
the way the golf course is 
playing right now.”

No kidding.
Fred Couples, the 

1992 champion, will be in 
the field again, but at age 
61 conceded he doesn’t 
expect to be in the hunt. 
Instead, he’ll get his kicks 
watching the younger 
generation wrestle with 
a course playing faster at 
this point than all but a 
handful of times over 
the course of his previ-
ous 35 appearances.

“As a guy watching, I 
want to see these guys 
play it as hard as it 
possibly can.

“They’re not con-
crete yet,” Couples 
chuckled, referring to 
the greens, “but they’re 
brown and they’re go-
ing to get there fast — 
which, look out.”

Not surprising, the 
early betting line close-
ly tracks the world 
ranking, with Johnson 
topping both. His 268 
here — Johnson’s sec-
ond major champion-
ship win —  wa s  t wo 
s h o t s  b e t t e r  t h a n 
t h e  re c o rd  s h a re d 
by  T i g e r  Wo o d s  a n d 
J o rd a n  S p i e t h ,  a n d 
f ive  b e t t e r  t h a n  t h e 
f i e l d .  H e ’ s  a l re a dy 
n o t c h e d  o n e  w i n ,  a t 
t h e  S a u d i  I n t e r n a -
t i o n a l ,  i n  six starts 
this year and described 
his game on arrival “in 
good shape.”

“Maybe not quite as 
good of shape as it was 
in November,” Johnson 
quickly added, “but I 
feel like it’s coming 

together. I’m starting 
to hit a lot of the same 
shots and getting a lot 
more comfortable over 
the golf ball.”

Whether there’s any 
carryover from Novem-
ber’s tournament has 
been debated during 
the practice rounds. 
But most of the talk has 
centered on how sever-
al greens — most no-
tably the par-5 15th — 
are already tossing off 
approach shots like so 
many scorned suitors.

“You can’t hold it 
there, short of a 7-iron. 
Rory (McIlroy) and I 
hit 4-irons in there the 
other day,” said Jimmy 
Walker, with a wave of 
his arm, “and phew — 
gone.”

Johnson’s tough-
est competition is ex-
pected to come from a 
handful of challengers 
with at least one ma-
jor championship al-
ready on the resume: 
a resurgent Spieth; 
muscled-up Bryson De-
Chambeau; recent Play-
ers champion Justin 
Thomas; a still-strug-
gling McIlroy; emerg-
ing Collin Morikawa; 
and big-game Brooks 
Koepka.

Among those con-
tenders still looking for 
their first career-defin-
ing win are Jon Rahm, 
who welcomed his first 
child last weekend; 
Patrick Cantlay; Viktor 
Hovland; and Xander 
Schauffele. The chanc-
es of anyone else run-
ning that gauntlet be-
gin at 40-1 and climb 
into triple-digits in a 
hurry.

Speaking of predic-
tions, more than a few 
golfers are expecting 
the winning number to 
wind up much closer 
to par than Johnson’s 
p a i n t - b y - t h e - n u m -
bers master(s)piece. 
Even more concern-
ing to tournament of-
ficials, however, may 
have been the records 
busted by the field: a 
record-low 71.75 av-
erage score (par is 72), 
with more than half of 
the 302 rounds com-
pleted recorded in red.

“In the past, we 
might have started out 
a little soft and then 
got firmer as the week 
went on and vice ver-
sa,” Ridley said. “Last 
year we were pretty 
soft all week. I think 
we have the golf course 
where we want it.”

Where that might 
be is anyone’s guess. 
The green jackets in 
charge are notoriously 
circumspect about ev-
erything Masters-relat-
ed, including apparent-
ly which of the several 
sandwiches sold on 
the grounds — pimen-
to cheese, pulled pork 
and egg salad among 
others at reasonably 
low prices — is the 
best.

“Well, I like them 
all,” Ridley said, dodg-
ing yet one more in-
quiry,” but I try to stay 
away.”

French Open 
postponed by 1 
week because 
of pandemic
PARIS (AP): For the sec-
ond year in a row, the 
traditional French Open 
schedule is being dis-
rupted by the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

The clay-court Grand 
Slam tennis tournament 
said Thursday it will push 
back the start of this sea-
son’s event by one week 
because of surging virus 
cases in France.

“This postpone-
ment will give us a little 
more time to improve 
the health situation and 
should allow us to opti-
mize our chances of wel-
coming spectators at Ro-
land Garros,” said Gilles 
Moretton, the president 
of the French tennis fed-
eration. “Whether for 
the fans, the players or 
the atmosphere, crowd 
presence is essential to 
the tournament, the first 
international sporting 
event of the spring.”

The French Open was 
scheduled to start on 
May 23, but first-round 
matches will now get un-
derway on May 30.

Last year’s tourna-
ment was pushed back 
to September because 
of the pandemic, with 
crowds limited to 1,000 
per day.

The delay will have 
a knock-on effect on the 
grass-court season, but 
not Wimbledon.

Tennis authorities 
lengthened the gap be-
tween the French Open fi-
nal and the start of Wim-
bledon to three weeks 
in 2015, giving players 
extra time to get used to 
the fastest surface in the 
game. But because of the 
delay announced Thurs-
day, the season will be re-
duced to two weeks plus 
Wimbledon.

“All four Grand Slam 
tournaments are united 
in their view on the im-
portance of a meaningful 
build-up to every Grand 
Slam ... However, given 
the considerable chal-
lenges ahead of the FFT 
in staging Roland Gar-
ros, and to avoid further 
impact on the rest of the 
calendar, the grass court 
season will be reduced 
by one week in 2021,” the 
Grand Slam board said in 
a statement.

Wimbledon was can-
celed last year because 
of the pandemic, the first 
time since World War 
II that the oldest Grand 
Slam tennis tournament 
wasn’t played.

The move to delay 
this year’s French Open 
came as hospitals in the 
country approach satu-
ration from virus cases. 
To slow down the pace 
of infections, new nation-
wide restrictions have 
been enforced, including 
a three-week school clo-
sure, a month-long do-
mestic travel ban and the 
closing of non-essential 
shops.

The French tennis 
federation said the deci-
sion was taken in order 
to maximize chances the 
event will be played “in 
front of as many specta-
tors as possible” in a safe 
environment.

Ugo Valensi, the ex-
ecutive director of the 
Grand Slam board, said 
the organization sup-
ports the delay. But 
French tennis player 
Alize Cornet slammed 
Sports Minister Roxana 
Maracineanu for the de-
cision.

Salvage 
crews 
secure 

drifting 
Dutch cargo 

ship off 
Norway

HELSINKI (AP): Despite 
heavy seas, a joint Nor-
wegian-Dutch salvage 
operation has managed 
to get an abandoned 
Dutch cargo ship under 
control off the coast of 
Norway and was tow-
ing the ship to port on 
Thursday.

Norwegian officials 
said the rescue operation 
of the Eemslift Hendrika, 

a Netherlands-registered 
ship designed to carry 
large boats, was complet-
ed early Thursday and 
the ship is slowly being 
towed to the western city 
of Alesund.

The ship’s crew of 12 
was rescued by helicopter 
late Monday after a power 
outage in its main engine. 
The Norwegian Coastal 
Administration, based in 

Alesund, launched salvage 
operation late Wednesday 
as it became clear that 
churning seas could make 

the drifting ship crash into 
the shore.

The vessel has sub-
stantial quantities of die-

sel and fuel in its tanks, 
which could have caused 
an environmental di-
saster. Norwegian mar-
itime authorities issued 
an emergency alert late 
Wednesday and started 
preparations in case of 
an oil spill.

The Eemslift Hendri-
ka was adrift in the area 
where the North Sea and 
Norwegian Sea meet. 

Salvage experts were 
lowered onto the sharply 
listing ship Wednesday 
to attach towing ropes to 
waiting tug boats.

One large boat 
aboard the deck of the 
6-year-old cargo ship fell 
off in heavy seas Tues-
day but was found by the 
Norwegian coast guard 
and secured to another 
tug boat.
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Afghans work to stem polio 
rise amid violence, pandemic

KABUL, Afghanistan 
(AP): Afghanistan is try-
ing to inoculate millions 
of children against po-
lio after pandemic lock-
downs stalled the effort 
to eradicate the crippling 
disease. But the recent 
killing of three vaccina-
tors points to the dan-
gers facing the campaign 
as turmoil grows in the 
country.

The three women 
were gunned down in 
two separate attacks on 
March 30 as they carried 
out door-to-door vacci-
nations in the eastern 
city of Jalalabad.

It was the first time 
that vaccination work-
ers have been killed in a 
decade of door-to-door 
inoculations against the 
children’s disease in Af-
ghanistan. Such attacks 
have been more common 
in neighboring Pakistan, 
where at least 70 vacci-
nators and security per-
sonnel connected to vac-
cination campaigns have 
been killed since 2011.

Afghanistan and Pa-
kistan are the only two 
countries in the world 
where polio is still en-
demic, and both have 
seen a disturbing in-
crease in cases in recent 
years. In Afghanistan, 56 
new cases were reported 
in 2020, the highest num-
ber since 2011, when 80 
cases were registered.

Adela Mohammadi, 
a 21-year-old vaccinator 
worker in Kabul, said her 
parents didn’t want her 
to go out to do inocula-
tions on the day after the 

three women were killed 
in Jalalabad.

“I went, but with a lot 
of worry,” she told The 
Associated Press. “I was 
thinking what if someone 
was waiting for us and 
suddenly started shoot-
ing at us.”

“But at the end of the 
day, I love my job — I 
serve my people, espe-
cially children,” she said. 
“Such attacks can’t stop 
us from what we are do-
ing.”

In Pakistan, officials 
have struggled to over-
come deep public suspi-
cion over vaccines par-
ticularly since the U.S. 
used a fake vaccination 
campaign to unearth 
the hideout of al-Qaida 
leader Osama bin Lad-
en. Hard-line clerics and 
militants have stoked the 
fears by depicting polio 
vaccinations as a West-
ern plot to sterilize Mus-

lim children.
In Afghanistan, some 

have also been suspi-
cious of vaccinations, 
but that rarely if ever 
translated into violence. 
The new killings appear 
to reflect the disturbing 
rise in chaos in the past 
year, when the country 
has seen increasing tar-
geted killings, sometimes 
of professionals or civil 
society figures, some-
times just seemingly at 
random.

The Islamic State 
group has claimed re-
sponsibility for some 
of the violence. But the 
perpetrators of many 
attacks remain un-
known, including the 
killings of the vaccina-
tion workers.

The violence adds a 
new worry as Afghani-
stan struggles to stamp 
out a disease that has 
largely been eliminat-

ed around the world. In 
children, polio can cause 
partial paralysis. Since 
2010, the country has 
been carrying out regular 
inoculation campaigns in 
which workers go door 
to door, giving the vac-
cine to children. Most of 
the workers are women, 
since they can get better 
access to mothers and 
children.

Last year, authori-
ties had to call off four 
planned inoculation 
rounds because of 
lockdowns against the 
coronavirus pandemic, 
though they did man-
age to conduct two 
rounds.

Authorities say 
nearly 10 million chil-
dren are now in need of 
vaccination against po-
lio. Of those, authori-
ties are unable to reach 
some 3 million children 
living in areas under the 

control of Taliban insur-
gents. One round of in-
oculations was carried 
out earlier this year, and 
a second was launched 
March 29 — and contin-
ued despite the killings 
the next day. During the 
four-day second round, 
more than 6 million chil-
dren were vaccinated, 
according to Health Min-
istry spokesman Ghulam 
Dastagir Nazari.

In Afghanistan’s 
deeply conservative so-
ciety, traumatized by de-
cades of war, some are 
suspicious, viewing in-
oculations as a Western 
trick.

Mohammadi has 
been participating in 
door-to-door campaigns 
the past three years. She 
works in somewhat bet-
ter educated parts of the 
capital, and most families 
she approaches allow 
their children to be giv-
en a dose. Public worries 
over the coronavirus and 
eagerness for treatment 
have made some more 
open to polio vaccina-
tions, she said.

Still, she regularly fac-
es sometimes angry re-
sistance from some fam-
ilies who claim vaccines 
are forbidden by religion 
or harm children. “There 
are families who don’t 
even open their gates 
for us, they just shout, if 
we don’t leave, they will 
come out and beat us,” 
she said.

The continued impact 
of polio can be seen at 
the International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross’ 

Orthopedic Program in 
Afghanistan. It mainly 
provides artificial legs 
to the many wounded 
in war or by roadside 
bombs or mines. But it 
also offers services to 
anyone with mobility is-
sues — including people 
affected by polio.

In 2020, nearly 5,000 
polio patients received 
treatment at the pro-
gram, including physio-
therapy, medical equip-
ment and orthopedic 
devices.

Maiwa Gul, 35, a po-
lio patient from eastern 
Khost province, was at 
the center on a recent 
day getting repairs to the 
leg prostheses that he 
needs to walk. He urged 
that all children be vac-
cinated. “Otherwise, they 
will eventually be in my 
position, needing some-
one to help them,” he 
said.

Merjan Rasekh, head 
of public awareness at 
the Health Ministry’s Po-
lio Eradication Program, 
said the killing of the 
three vaccinators was 
“painful.”

“If this situation con-
tinues, it would definite-
ly have a negative impact 
on the morale of our 
health workers,” he said.

But the young wom-
en at the forefront of the 
vaccination drive said it 
must continue.

“If we are afraid and 
don’t go out to vaccinate, 
our children and all of us 
will face problems,” said 
22-year-old Shabana 
Maani.

Cambodia’s Angkor site shut for 2 weeks to curb coronavirus
PHNOM PENH, Cambo-
dia (AP): Cambodia is 
shutting its most popu-
lar tourist destination, 
the centuries-old Ang-
kor temple complex, to 
visitors for two weeks to 
help curb the country’s 
coronavirus outbreak.

The closing of the 
world-famous site is the 
latest in a slew of mea-
sures the country is tak-
ing after the number of 
coronavirus cases surged 
in February.

The Apsara Authority, 
the government agen-
cy that oversees the ar-
chaeological site, said 
that temporarily stop-
ping local and foreign 
tourists from visiting the 
temples is important to 
help combat the virus. It 
said in a statement dated 
Wednesday that visitors 
are banned from April 7 
through April 20.

The Angkor site, in 

the northwestern prov-
ince of Siem Reap, at-
tracted 2.2 million for-
eign tourists in 2019, 
but experienced a sharp 
falloff last year due to 
disruptions caused by 
the pandemic. Cambo-
dia allows in tourists, 
but they must undergo a 

quarantine.
The Health Ministry 

on Thursday announced 
113 new local cases of 
the coronavirus and 
two deaths. Cambodia 
has recorded a total of 
3,028 cases, including 23 
deaths.

The ministry has 

traced the latest outbreak 
to a foreign resident who 
broke quarantine in a ho-
tel and went to a night-
club in early February. 
The government on Feb. 
20 announced a planned 
two-week closure of all 
public schools, cinemas, 
bars and entertainment 

venues in the capital, 
Phnom Penh.

As the number of cas-
es rose, the closures were 
extended throughout 
the country for schools, 
gyms, concert halls, mu-
seums and other gather-
ing places.

A defunct luxury 
hotel in the capital has 
been converted into a 
500-room coronavirus 
hospital, and the author-
ities are enforcing a new 
law imposing criminal 
punishment for violating 
health rules.

The use of face masks 
was made mandatory in 
Phnom Penh and four 
of the country’s most 
densely populated prov-
inces.

The government 
stepped up other restric-
tions at the start of this 
month, including a two-
week, 8 p.m. to 5 a.m. 
curfew in Phnom Penh.

It also broadened its 
coronavirus vaccination 
campaign, targeting 1 
million doses a month be-
ginning in April. Through 
the end of March, about 
400,000 people — about 
one-third of them mem-
bers of the armed forces 
— had received vaccina-
tions.

By the end of March, 
Cambodia had acquired 
more than 3.1 million 
doses of vaccines from 
China and through the 
World Health Organiza-
tion’s COVAX initiative. 
Cambodia has a popula-
tion of about 17 million.

Prime Minister Hun 
Sen said this week on 
his social media chan-
nels that vaccinations 
are voluntary, but that 
civil servants and mem-
bers of the military 
would be at risk of being 
dismissed if they fail to 
be inoculated.

N Ireland leaders call for 
calm after night of violence

BELFAST, Northern Ire-
land (AP): Young people 
set a hijacked bus on 
fire and hurled gasoline 
bombs at police in Bel-
fast in at least the fourth 
night of serious violence 
in a week in Northern 
Ireland, where Britain’s 
exit from the European 
Union has unsettled an 
uneasy political balance.

People also lobbed 
bricks, fireworks and 
gasoline bombs Wednes-
day night in both direc-
tions over a concrete 
“peace wall” that sepa-
rates Protestant, British 
loyalist and Catholic, 
Irish nationalist neigh-
borhoods.

Police Service of 
Northern Ireland As-
sistant Chief Constable 
Jonathan Roberts said 
several hundred peo-
ple gathered on both 
sides of a gate in the 
wall, where “crowds ... 
were committing seri-
ous criminal offenses, 
both attacking police 
and attacking each 
other.”

He said a total of 
55 police officers have 
been injured over sev-
eral nights of disorder.

The recent vio-
lence, largely in loy-
alist, Protestant ar-
eas, has flared amid 
rising tensions over 
post-Brexit trade rules 
for Northern Ireland 
and worsening relations 
between the parties in 
the Protestant-Cath-
olic power-sharing 
Belfast government. 
Britain’s economic 
split from the EU last 
year has disturbed 
the political balance 
in Northern Ireland, 
where some people 
identify as British and 
want to stay part of 
the U.K., while others 
see themselves as Irish 
and seek unity with the 
neighboring Republic 
of Ireland, which is an 
EU member.

U.K. Prime Minis-
ter Boris Johnson con-
demned the unrest, 
and Northern Ireland’s 
Belfast-based govern-
ment was holding an 
emergency meeting 
Thursday on the vio-
lence.

Johnson appealed 
for calm, saying “the 
way to resolve differ-
ences is through dia-
logue, not violence or 
criminality.” Northern 
Ireland First Minister 
Arlene Foster, of the 
pro-British Democrat-
ic Unionist Party, and 
Deputy First Minister 
Michelle O’Neill, of 
Irish nationalist party 
Sinn Fein, both con-
demned the disorder 
and the attacks on po-
lice.

The latest distur-
bances followed unrest 
over the Easter long 
weekend in pro-Brit-
ish unionist areas in 
and around Belfast 
and Londonderry, also 
known as Derry, that 
saw cars set on fire 
and projectiles and 
gasoline bombs hurled 
at police officers.

Authorities have 

accused outlawed 
paramilitary groups of 
inciting young people 
to cause mayhem.

“We saw young 
people participating in 
serious disorder and 
committing serious 
criminal offenses, and 
they were supported 
and encouraged, and 
the actions were or-
chestrated by adults 
at certain times,” said 
Roberts, the senior po-
lice officer.

A new U.K.-EU 
trade deal has im-
posed customs and 
border checks on some 
goods moving between 
Northern Ireland and 
the rest of the U.K. The 
arrangement was de-
signed to avoid checks 
between Northern 
Ireland and Ireland 
because an open Irish 
border has helped un-
derpin the peace pro-
cess built on the 1998 
Good Friday accord.

That accord ended 
decades of violence 
involving Irish repub-
licans, British loyalists 
and U.K. armed forces 
in which more than 
3,000 people died. But 
unionists say the new 
checks amount to a 
new border in the Irish 
Sea between Northern 
Ireland and the rest 
of the U.K. They fear 
that undermines the 
region’s place in the 
United Kingdom and 
could bolster ties with 
the Irish Republic, 
strengthening calls for 
a united Ireland.

Both Britain and 
the EU have expressed 
concerns about how 
the agreement is 
working, and the Dem-
ocratic Unionist Par-
ty, which heads the 
Northern Ireland gov-
ernment, has called for 
it to be scrapped.

Katy Hayward, a 
professor at Queen’s 
University Belfast and 
senior fellow of the 
U.K. in a Changing Eu-
rope think tank, said 
unionists felt that “the 
union is very much un-
der threat, that North-
ern Ireland’s place is 
under threat in the 
union and they feel be-
trayed by London.”

Unionists are also 
angry at a police deci-
sion not to prosecute 
Sinn Fein politicians 
who attended the fu-
neral of a former Irish 
Republican Army 
commander in June. 
The funeral of Bobby 
Storey drew a large 
crowd, despite coro-
navirus rules barring 
mass gatherings.

The main unionist 
parties have demand-
ed the resignation of 
Northern Ireland’s 
police chief over the 
controversy, claiming 
he has lost the con-
fidence of their com-
munity.

“You have a very 
fizzy political atmo-
sphere in which those 
who are trying to urge 
for calm and restraint 
are sort of undermined,” 
Hayward said.

Nepal’s God of Sight eye doctor to expand work beyond border
LUMBINI, Nepal (AP): 
Just next to the Maya-
devi temple where Bud-
dha was born more than 
2,600 years ago, hun-
dreds of people lined 
up outside a makeshift 
hospital on a recent hazy 
day, hoping their fading 
eyesight could be re-
stored.

A day later, these 
saffron-robed Buddhist 
monks, old farmers and 
housewives were able 
to see the world again 
because the nation’s re-
nowned eye surgeon Dr. 
Sanduk Ruit was there 
with his innovative and 
inexpensive cataract sur-
gery that has earned him 
many awards.

At the visitor center 
turned into eye tempo-

rary hospital in Lumbini, 
located 288 kilometers 
(180 miles) south west of 
Nepal’s capital Kathman-
du, the assembly line sur-
gery made it possible for 
the nearly 400 patients 
to get Ruit’s surgery in 
just three days.

“The whole objec-
tive, aim and my passion 
and love is to see there 
remain no people with 
unnecessary blindness 
in this part of the world,” 
Ruit said, also known as 
Nepal’s “God of Sight.” 
“It is important that the 
people do receive equi-
table service and not that 
haves receive and have 
nots don’t receive it. I 
want to make sure that 
everybody receives it.”

Many people in Ne-

pal, most of them poor, 
have benefited from 
Ruit’s work where he 
founded the Tilganga 
Institute of Ophthal-
mology in Kathmandu 
and regularly visits re-
mote villages high in 
the mountains and low 
lands of the Himalayan 
nation, taking with him 
a team of experts and 
equipment bringing 
surgery to their villages.

Ruit has already 
performed some 
130,000 cataract sur-
geries and is now aim-
ing to expand his work, 
taking it to as many 
countries as possible 
through a foundation 
he has formed with a 
British philanthropist 
Tej Kohli which targets 

500,000 surgeries in the 
next five years.

Ruit said the idea of 
the Tej Kohli Ruit Foun-
dation is to make cata-
ract surgeries in Nepal 
affordable and accessible 
to all.

“We will scale it up 
globally to other parts 
of the world where it is 
needed,” he said.

Ruit began his work 
in 1984 when the surgery 
was done by removing 
the entire cloudy cataract 
and giving thick glasses. 
He found that most peo-
ple would not wear these 
glasses and chances of 
complication were very 
high. So he pioneered a 
simple technique where 
he removes the cataract 
without stitches through 

small incisions and re-
places them with a low-
cost artificial lens.

Ruit’s average sur-
gery costs about $100. 
The surgery is free for 
those who can’t afford 
it. Patients rarely have 
to spend the night at the 
hospital.

Nepal has limited 
number of hospitals and 
health workers and ser-
vices are out of reach of 
most people.

Cataracts, which form 
a white film that cloud 
the eye’s natural lens, 
commonly occur in older 
people but also some-
times affect children or 
young adults. The con-
dition first causes vision 
to blur or become foggy 
because the eye is unable 

to focus properly. As the 
cataract grows and ma-
tures, it can eventually 
block out all light. Expo-
sure to harsh ultraviolet 
radiation, especially at 
high altitudes as in Ne-
pal, is a major risk factor.

At the surgery camps 
in Lumbini, patients and 
family were all praise for 
the doctor.

Bhola Chai, a 58-year-
old office worker, who 
had to retire because of 
his fading vision, was 
thrilled he could finally 
see again.

“This surgery has 
changed my life,” Chai 
said.

Others who have al-
ready benefited from 
Ruit’s cataract surgery 
likened him to a god.
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MIAMI STYLE! The cute couple, Scott Disick & 
Amelia Hamlin wear matching orange hues while 
strolling along the beach in Florida.
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ARIES:
We all have things that we're okay with and 
things we're not, and we don't have to com-
promise on what's sacred to us for anything 
at all. Truth-telling is showing up as a 
major theme for you, Aries. You're being 
encouraged to communicate your bound-
aries clearly, both personally and pro-
fessionally. Know that not everybody is 
going to adhere to your rules, and that's 
okay. This phase of your life is giving you 
a good sense of who isn't meant to be in 
your life. 
TAURUS:
If loving somebody this hard could solve 
all of our problems, our lives would be 
very different, Taurus. Today, you’re be-
ing asked to take your rose-tinted glass-
es off and see this situation for what it 
is, and what it is not. The truth is, they 
are being transactional about this rela-
tionship, and that is something that you 
have known from the start. Word for the 
wise: make a practical decision this time 
around, one that is in alignment with your 
highest good.
GEMINI:
Sometimes, you just need to pour your-
self a glass of Chardonnay, listen to your 

favourite jazz melodies, and tune the 
world out. Looks like you've got a lot of 
thinking to do, Gemini, and being by your-
self will do you good. Some of you may be 
thinking about going off on a solo retreat 
as well. A place where you can be closer 
to nature and breathe in the fresh moun-
tain air.
CANCER:
I t ’s  never about having more, more, 
more, is i t? I t ’s  about taking pleasure 
in the th ings that you already possess. 
Cancer,  you’re in the mood to embrace 
your inner DIY God(dess) and upcy -
cle your belongings in a ni f ty fashion. 
Your wardrobe bears test imony to your 
creat iv i ty.  On the work f ront,  you're the 
one with the plan. No wonder every -
body is turning to you for sage advice 
and pract ical  solut ions!
LEO:
You've got major expansion plans on 
your mind, Leo, and i t ’s  t ime to start 
act ing upon them without delay.  What 
the cards want you to remember:  the 
help and support  you require in each 
moment wi l l  be provided to you as 
long as you stay open. Some of you 
may be thinking about expanding your 

geographical  boundar ies as wel l .  Yes, 
there is a new audience wait ing to be 
tapped into. Playing your cards right will 
help you get there at an opportune mo-
ment.
VIRGO:
Virgo, you’ve been down this road before, 
where you’ve been lied to and cheated on 
by the people you love—and these expe-
riences have made you wise enough to 
sniff out trouble from afar. Word for the 
wise: don’t doubt what that little voice in 
your head is telling you right now. You 
may or may not gain clarity on the giv-
en matter immediately. However, knowing 
that there is something shady going on 
behind your back will help you stay vig-
ilant.
LIBRA:
It's 2am in the morning, you're pouring 
freshly brewed tulsi tea (or tequila), and 
sharing the stories that evoke joy and laugh-
ter. You're surrounded by the people you 
love, Libra, and it's making you feel so, so 
alive. Some of you may have been ponder-
ing over the question, “What is home?”. Be 
prepared to find the answers unexpectedly 
as you allow yourself to be enveloped by the 
warmth.

SCORPIO:
What’s unfolding right now was written in 
the stars. It’s a part of your pre-birth plan, 
Scorpio. So, find the beauty and grace in 
every moment as you let go of the old 
story that things do not work out for you. 
Something tells us that you’re going to be 
happier than you have been in a long time 
now. There’s a brand new work opportu-
nity knocking at your door too, one that 
promises to take your career to the next 
level. Make hay while the sun shines, 
beautiful!
SAGITTARIUS:
There's a brand new work opportuni-
ty on the cards, one that could prove to 
be fruitful in the long run. So, keep your 
eyes open. When the time comes, you 
will be required to make a pitch that wins 
everybody over. Not that you have to try 
too hard, Sagittarius! There’s good news 
for those who’ve been working towards 
a raise or promotion too. If the level-up 
you desire hasn’t already come your way, 
consider dropping a hint or two.
CAPRICORN:
Here’s the thing, honey: not everybody is 
going to like you. Not everybody is go-
ing to approve of you, either. The second 

you free yourself from the burden of other 
people’s expectations (and judgements) 
is the second you will be able to start liv-
ing for yourself. PS: Something tells us that 
the breakthrough moment isn’t very far, Cap-
ricorn.
AQUARIUS:
It’s all about the wild and the unknown in the 
Aquarius HQ! You’re in the mood to set off 
on an adventure of your own, with or without 
the company of a close friend or your partner. 
Remember, it’s best to not over-plan things. 
Remaining in that state of flow will help you 
figure what’s right for you. PS: Some of you 
may even be considering working remotely 
or accepting an offer in a place that’s been 
off your radar.
PISCES:
This is a beaut i fu l  t ime in the Pisces 
HQ. A t ime of  wr i t ing the concluding 
chapter for  something that has been 
rather special  to you. Take a moment 
to look back at  both the good and the 
bad t imes as you give thanks for i t  a l l . 
On the work f ront,  keep the long-term 
goals in mind rather than looking at short-
term gains. This will give you an edge over 
your competition. Not that you needed us to 
tell you that!

Patrick Mahomes' Fiancée Brittany Matthews Records 
Unexpected Moment While Breastfeeding Baby Sterling
Patrick Mahomes' fiancée 

Brittany Matthews shared 
footage on April 7 of herself 
breastfeeding the couple's 
newborn daughter Sterling 
amid an unexpected distrac-
tion.

Brittany Matthews 
doesn't need to worry about 
getting lonely while nursing 
the newborn daughter she 
shares with her fiancé, NFL 
superstar Patrick Mahomes.

The 25-year-old fitness 
influencer took to her Insta-
gram Story on Wednesday, 
April 7 to share footage of 
herself breastfeeding lit-
tle Sterling, who joined the 
world in February. Fans of the 
popular couple know how 
much they adore their pet 
pooches, and sure enough, 
one of the dogs was compet-

ing for Brittany's attention 
while Sterling was trying to 
enjoy the meal. 

"Breastfeeding with dogs 
on ya," the new mom cap-
tioned the post that showed 
their dog Silver on her lap. 
The footage also included lit-
tle Sterling's pink blanket, as 
seen below in a screenshot.

Silver was clearly making 
himself comfortable through-

out the day, as Brittany later 
shared video to her Story of 
the four-legged friend relax-
ing on the outdoor chair that 
she was planning to make 
use of herself. 

"Just put my towel down 
and get my seat jacked by 
this guy," she remarked in the 
video. 

Patrick and Brittany's 
two dogs, Silver and Steel, are 

certainly used to attention, as 
the animals' own Instagram 
account has over 200,000 fol-
lowers.  

The (human) couple has 
yet to share an image that 
reveals Sterling's face, but 
they've been proudly posting 
little glimpses of their bundle 
of joy. Over the weekend, the 
Kansas City Chiefs quarter-
back and his longtime part-
ner both shared an Easter 
pic on April 4 of themselves 
posing while Patrick cradled 
Sterling. 

On April 1, they similarly 
posted a photo with Sterling 
while rooting for the Kansas 
City Royals on opening day. 
The baby's face was not vis-
ible in either shot. 

Needless to say, this is one 
family that is doggone cute.

How The Goldbergs Bid Farewell to the 
Late George Segal in Pops' Final Episode
On April 7, The Goldbergs aired Pops' final 

episode, which included a heartfelt trib-
ute to actor George Segal, who passed away 
on March 23 at age 87.
The Goldbergs is remembering the late 
George Segal and his beloved character, Pops.

On Wednesday, April 7, ABC's long-run-
ning sitcom aired Pops' final episode, which 
ended with a video tribute to George. The 
veteran actor, who had played Beverly Gold-
berg's father since the series launched in 
September 2013, died on March 23 at age 87 
following complications from bypass surgery.

The video tribute began with a message 
on the screen that read, "Dedicated to our 
friend, George." The footage, seen below, fea-
tured a few of the character's highlights from 
his eight-season run, including a number of 
moments showing Pops offering sage words 
of wisdom to his family members.

On April 7, Wendi McLendon-Covey, who 
plays Beverly opposite Jeff Garlin's Murray, 
tweeted, "We'll love you forever. See you in 
our dreams [heart emoji] #TheGoldbergs."

She also tweeted, "Tonight's episode was 
the last that George filmed, but not the last 
of our season. We had no idea at the time we 
filmed it, that it would be our last with him."

The same day, actress Hayley Orrantia 
(Erica Goldberg) posted about the late actor, 
"We love and miss you so much."

A day prior, Wendi made it clear that the 
show would find a way to give Pops a proper 

goodbye if it gets picked up for another sea-
son.

"And no, we would NEVER replace George 
in the role of Pops," she tweeted. "If we get a 
season 9, we will address it then."

On April 7, series creator Adam F. Gold-
berg, who stepped down as showrunner after 
season 6, posted that he hoped to assist the 
show's team in writing out the character.

"Tonight is George's last episode," Adam 
wrote. "Fans are asking what's planned for 
Pops. Even though my input and stories have 
not been used this season, I know the way to 
address this loss is to use my real experience 
of losing my Grandpa to honor George and my 
Pops. Hope I'm welcome S9!"

Kevin Bacon Reveals He Had to Return Kyra 
Sedgwick's Engagement Ring Because She Hated It

Kevin Bacon and Kyra Sedgwick have been 
married for 32 blissful years, but it clearly 

wasn't his taste in jewelry that won her over. 
Kyra Sedgwick initially said yes when 

Kevin Bacon popped the question, but there 
was one aspect of the experience that didn't 
make her feel like the luckiest person in the 
world.

Kevin, 62, visited The Kelly Clarkson 
Show on Wednesday, April 7. During the ep-
isode, he told host Kelly Clarkson that even 
though he and the 55-year-old Call Your 
Mother star have now been happily married 
for 32 years, he found out the hard way they 
don't exactly share the same taste in rings. 

When Kelly asked if anyone else knew that 
he was planning to propose, the Footloose 
actor replied, "I had this feeling that I really, 
really didn't want anybody else to know, so I 
didn't tell my friends, I didn't tell family. No 
one knew, which meant that I had to go out 

and find this ring all by myself. And I have to 
tell you, I'm really not a jewelry guy. Like, I 
just don't get it."

Nonetheless, the actor explained he man-
aged to find a ring he thought "was banging," 
so he slipped it into Kyra's Christmas stock-
ing, and she said yes. But he wasn't out of the 
woods just yet. 

"About three months later, we're lying in 
bed, and she wakes up, and she's crying, and 
she's crying, and she can't even say what's go-
ing on," he revealed. "Finally, she goes, 'I don't 
like the ring!' I talked her off the ledge after 
that. 'It's all right, it's all right, honey—we'll 
go back. I don't care—we'll take it back.'"

Kevin was quick to point out that Kyra "felt 
so terrible" about bringing up her problem 
with the ring. After Kelly said that the couple 
clearly valued honesty, the City on a Hill star 
clarified, "After three months, she got honest. 
She wasn't honest at the moment." 

Ophelia Lovibond, 
Jake Johnson to star 
in comedy series on 
1970s erotic magazine
Los Angeles, Apr 8 (PTI): 
Streaming platform HBO 
Max has green lit "Minx", 
a comedy series revolving 
around an erotic magazine 
for women.

The 10-episode half-
hour show will star Ophelia 
Lovibond and Jake Johnson.

The WarnerMe-
dia-owned HBO Max gave 
the pilot order to the com-
edy series last September, 
reported Variety.

Set in 1970s Los Ange-
les, the story follows Joyce 
(Lovibond), an earnest 
young feminist who dreams 
of producing a magazine by, 
for and about women and 
joins forces with a low-rent 
publisher (Johnson) to cre-
ate the first erotic magazine 
for women.

While Lovibond is best 
known for films like "Oliver 
Twist" and "Guardians of 
the Galaxy", Johnson's cred-
its include hit TV shows like 
"New Girl" and will be seen 
in the upcoming "Jurassic 
World: Dominion".

Idara Victor, Jessica 
Lowe, Lennon Parham, Mi-
chael Angarano, and Oscar 
Montoya are also part of the 
cast.

Ellen Rapaport is cred-
ited as creator of the series 
and will serve as executive 
producer and showrunner. 
Paul Feig and Dan Magnante 
will executive produce via 
Feigco Entertainment.

Rachel Lee Goldenberg 
directed and executive pro-
duced the pilot. Lionsgate 
Television is the studio.

Rapaport said work-
ing on "Minx" with such a 
talented cast was a dream 
come true.

"I'm so grateful to Feig-
co, Lionsgate and HBO Max 
for seeing the potential in 
this story from the first time 
I showed up in their offic-
es with stacks of 70s porn 
magazines," she said.

Khloe Kardashian Breaks Silence on Leaked Photo With 
Unfiltered Message About Body Image Struggles

Khloe Kardashian responded to a leaked 
photo of herself by sharing a heartfelt 

message about her body image, along with 
footage from a new Instagram Live during 
which she removed her top.

Khloe Kardashian is addressing a recent 
leaked bikini photo of herself that she didn't love. 

Amid social media debate surrounding 
the unauthorized image that was shared on-
line this week, the 36-year-old Keeping Up 
With the Kardashians star posted a lengthy 
message to Instagram on Wednesday, April 7 
about struggling with her body image.

She included topless footage filmed in 
a bathroom, along with video from an Ins-
tagram Live she had recorded on the same 
day that revealed her midsection. Khloe cap-
tioned the post, "Yes I did a live to show you 
all this isn't photoshopped."

In the message, the reality TV mainstay 
wrote, "Hey guys, this is me and my body un-
retouched and unfiltered. The photo that was 
posted this week is beautiful. But as someone 
who has struggled with body image her whole 
life, when someone takes a photo of you that 
isn't flattering in bad lighting or doesn't capture 
your body the way it is after working so hard 
to get it to this point – and then shares it to the 
world - you should have every right to ask for it 

to not be shared – regardless of who you are."
Khloe went on to explain that "constant 

ridicule and judgment my entire life" has been 
"too much to bear," particularly comments 
that compare her to her sisters or question 
her biological father's identity. 

"For over a decade now in photos, every sin-
gle flaw and imperfection has been micro-ana-
lyzed and made fun of to the smallest detail and 
I am reminded of them everyday by the world," 
the Revenge Body star continued. "And when I 
take that criticism to use as motivation to get 
myself in the best shape of my life and to even 
help others with the same struggles I am told I 
couldn't have done it through hard work and I 
must have paid for it all."

Khloe said she loves "a good filter, good 
lighting and an edit here and there" and com-
pared it to wearing makeup or a pair of heels. 
She added that this is "exactly what I will con-
tinue to do unapologetically."

She concluded by saying her family and 
friends tell her daily that she's beautiful 
but that it only counts if she feels this way 
from within. "I have realized that we can-
not continue to live life trying to fit into the 
perfect mold of what others have set for us," 
she shared. "Just do you and make sure your 
heart is happy."


