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Active cases fall more than 
1500 in 15 days in Sikkim

Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 18 Aug: 

With 274 more formerly 
Covid-positive patients 

making full recoveries in the 
past 24 hours and getting 
discharged from home and 
facility isolation in the past 
24 hours, Sikkim’s count of 
active Covid cases dropped to 
1,859 today.

The statistics on people 
recovering from Novel Coro-
navirus of late carries hope. 
In the past 15 days, the num-
ber of active cases have seen a 
substantial drop. Where there 
were 3,404 active cases in Sik-
kim a fortnight back on 04 Au-
gust, the numbers for today are 
1,545 lower.

This drop in the number 
of active cases, when reflected 

against the 1,846 new cases 
detected over the same 15-day 
period, become even more sig-
nificant. The 1.5K-plus drop in 
the number of active cases at 
present means that recoveries 
have been nearly double the 
number of new cases over this 
period.

What is also clear from data 
released Integrated Disease 
Surveillance Programme is that 
Covid-deaths are also coming 
down. Where Sikkim had lost 
eight lives in a single day at the 
peak of the second wave, over 
the past 15 days, Covid has 
claimed 15 lives here. While 
every death is unfortunate, the 
drop in the number of fatalities 
is still reassuring.

In the past 24 hours for in-
stance, apart from the fact that 

there were again more recover-
ies than new cases, there were 
also no new Covid deaths in the 
State. The Covid death toll in 
Sikkim currently stands at 363.

Meanwhile, 26,480 of the 
28,981 confirmed cases of Co-
vid reported in Sikkim have al-
ready made full recoveries, and 
of the 1,859 currently active 
cases, only 103 patients have 
come down with symptoms 
severe enough to require hos-
pitalization and the rest are re-
covering under home or facility 
isolation.

Meanwhile, as per today’s 
numbers – as per the Daily Re-
port of COVID-19 in Sikkim re-
leased by IDSP cell of the Health 
Department this morning, 151 
new cases were detected in 
the testing of 1,239 samples 

yesterday giving Sikkim a test 
positivity rate of 12% for the 
last 24 hours. 

While 100 people tested 
positive in RT-PCR testing of 
757 samples, 51 more cases 
were found in rapid antigen 
testing of 478 samples. 

Of the 151 new cases, 65 
were registered in East Dis-
trict, 64 in West District, 20 in 
South District and 02 in North 
District.

Hospitals saw only 14 more 
hospitalizations even as 17 
hospitalised Covid patients 
recovered enough to be dis-
charge to home isolation over 
the same 24-houur period. 
There are also 13 COVID pa-
tients admitted in ICU facilities 
at STNM Hospital and Central 
Referral Hospital.

centre announces rs. 1,353 cr package 
for northeast to tackle covid pandemic; 

sikkim’s share rs. 21.85 crore

Cooking gas LPG price hiked 
by Rs 25 per cylinder

Su Nepali Dept gets 
two professors

CM’s statement on ONORC 
“irresponsible and anti-Sikkim”: SNS

ARpAN pRADHAN
Gangtok, 18 Aug:

Sikkim University’s 
Nepali language De-

partment Associate Pro-
fessors Dr Kabita Lama 
and Dr Pushpa Sharma 
have been promoted and 
appointed as professors. 
With this, there are now 
seven professors teach-
ing Nepali literature and 
language in the country. 

The other five Nepali 

Professors are Ghanshy-
am Nepal, Mohan P Da-
hal, Sanjay Rai, Diwakar 
Pradhan, and Krishnaraj 
Ghatani. 

The total number of 
Nepali Professors in the 
country would have been 
ten if one included Bhim-
dant Upadhyaya and 
Pratapchandra Pradhan 
who have since retired, 
and Lalita Rai Ahmed 
who passed way recently.

Cabinet okays Rs. 77.45 Cr for revival of 
North Eastern Agri-Marketing Corporation 

New Delhi, 18 Aug 
[PTI]: The Cabinet Com-
mittee on Economic Af-
fairs (CCEA) on Wednes-
day approved a Rs. 77.45 
crore package for the re-
vival of state-run North 
Eastern Regional Agricul-
tural Marketing Corpora-
tion Limited (NERAMAC).

NERAMAC is a central 
public sector enterprise 
under the administrative 
control of the Ministry 
of Development of North 
Eastern Regional (MDoN-
ER).

"CCEA, chaired by 
the Prime Minister has 
approved a revival pack-
age of Rs. 77.45 crore for 
NERAMAC," Information 

and Broadcasting Minister 
Anurag Thakur said in a 
media briefing.

The revival package 
will help NERAMAC to 
implement various inno-
vative plans like providing 
better farming facilities, 
training to farmers in clus-
ters, organic seeds and 
fertiliser, post-harvesting 
facilities in order to pro-
mote the products of 
north east farmers in the 
world market, he said.

In a statement, the 
government said out of 
the total revival package, 
Rs. 17 crore is towards 
fund-based support and 
Rs. 60.45 crore is non-
fund based support. With 

the implementation of the 
revival package, the gov-
ernment said remunera-
tive prices to farmers of 
the north eastern region 
of their products will be 
ensured.

GI (Geographical Indi-
cations) tagging and mar-
keting of organic products 
of north eastern region in 
other parts of India and 
globe, will enhance the 
export of these products 
which will improve the 
economic status of farm-
ers. That apart, it will help 
increase revenue of the 
Corporation and reduce 
overheads as a result of 
VRS and other cost cutting 
measures. 

New Delhi, Aug 18 (PTI): 
Domestic cooking gas LPG 
price on Wednesday was 
increased by Rs 25 per cyl-
inder - the second straight 
month of increase in rates. 
Subsidised LPG now costs 
Rs 859 per 14.2-kg cylin-
der in Delhi, according to 
a price notification of oil 
companies.

This is the second 
straight month of a price 
increase. Rates were 
hiked by Rs 25.50 per cyl-
inder on July 1. Non-sub-
sidised LPG rates were 
increased on August 1 by 
the same proportion, and 
now the subsidised cook-
ing gas prices have been 
raised. There is hardly 
any difference in the rate 
of subsidised and non-
subsidised cooking gas.

Industry sources 

said the subsidised LPG 
price was not raised on 
August 1 because Parlia-
ment was in session and 
the government could 
have been attacked by 
the opposition. The latest 
increase in subsidised 
LPG price now has taken 
the cumulative rate hike 
since January 1 to Rs 165 
per cylinder.

The government 
eliminated subsidies on 
LPG by raising rates ev-
ery month. These month-
ly increases led to the 
elimination of subsidies 
by May 2020.

The price of domes-
tic cooking gas has more 
than doubled in the last 
seven years. The retail 
selling price of domes-
tic gas was Rs 410.5 
per 14.2-kg cylinder on 

March 1, 2014.
In Mumbai, a 14.2 kg 

LPG cylinder now costs 
Rs 859.5, while in Kol-
kata, it is priced at Rs 
886. For people of Chen-
nai, an LPG cylinder will 
now cost Rs 875.50, up 
from Rs 850.50. Mean-
while, diesel prices were 
cut by 19 to 21 paise 
across the country, while 
petrol prices remained 
unchanged, according to 
the price notification.

This is the first 
change in price in over a 
month. Petrol continues 
to remain unchanged at 
Rs 101.84 a litre in Delhi.

Diesel rates have, 
however, been reduced 
to Rs 89.67 per litre from 
Rs 89.87. In Mumbai, the 
fuel now costs Rs 97.24 
per litre.

Guwahati, 18 Aug [PTI]: 
The Centre will provide a 
financial package of Rs. 
1,353 crore to the North-
eastern states to fight 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Union Health minister 
Mansukh Mandaviya an-
nounced on Tuesday.

Reviewing the CO-
VID-19 situation with 
the health ministers and 
senior officials of all the 
Northeastern states here, 
Mr Mandaviya said the 
fund is being provided 
to purchase medicines, 
enhance oxygen supply, 
increase the number of 
beds at local and district-
level hospitals.

"The fund will also 
be utilised to speed up 
the vaccination drive by 
the states in the region," 
the Union minister told a 
press conference.

An official release 
said that Mr Mandaviya 
announced a special 
package of Rs. 1,352.92 
crore for the Northeast-
ern states to strengthen 

their health infrastruc-
ture to fight the pandem-
ic effectively.

Out of the total 
amount, Rs. 812.46 
crore will be given to As-
sam, Rs. 141.94 crore to 
Arunachal Pradesh, Rs. 
93.02 crore to Tripura, 
Rs.91.94 crore to Megha-
laya, Rs. 85.95 crore to 
Manipur,Rs.62.46 crore 
to Nagaland, Rs.44.30 
crore to Mizoram and 
Rs.21.85 crore to Sik-
kim, the minister said in 
a tweet.

The Government of 
India is committed to 
providing enough vac-
cines to the states as per 
their requirements, the 
Union minister told the 
press conference follow-
ing the review meeting.

He said the fund for 
the region is a part of 
the pan-India package of 
over Rs.23,000 crore.

Asked about the pre-
paredness for the pos-
sible third wave of CO-
VID-19            turn to pg02

SAgAR CHettRi
Gangtok, 18 Aug: 

Sikkimey Naagarik Samaj 
[SNS], general secretary, 

Passang Sherpa once again 
reiterated the demand that 
the State government re-
view and discuss the One 
Nation-One Ration Card 
implementation in the State 
Assembly.

ONORC is not a politi-
cal issue but it is related to 
the future of Sikkim and 
its people, said Mr Sherpa 
while addressing a press 
conference here today.

He mentioned that SNS 
would go to the people if the 
state government does not take 
positive initiative on this issue.

He informed that an 
executive committee meet-
ing of Sikkimey Nagaarik 
Samaj [SNS] held here on 
Tuesday has taken some 
important decisions after 
discussing the social and 
political scenario of Sikkim.

The meeting has 
strongly criticised and con-
demned the statement of the 
Chief Minister made on One 
Nation One Ration Card [ON-
ORC] during a press confer-
ence at Rangpo on his return 

from the Delhi tour. 
Mr Sherpa said that the 

CM’s statement on ONORC was 
“irresponsible and anti-Sikkim”.

Informing about other 
decisions taken during the 
meeting, he said that they 
have decided to approach 
the Centre along with the 
State Government regard-
ing the inclusion of Article 
371F and related subjects 
of Sikkim in the school cur-
riculum from the next aca-
demic session.

He suggested that Ar-
ticle 371F should be in-
cluded in the curriculum for 
Class IX and above.  

Mr Sherpa also stated 
that the State administra-
tion has been providing 
Land Parcha to non-Sikkim 

Subject holders and non-
COI holders on the basis of 
a government notification 
having no legal back-up. 

SNS demands that the 
state government immedi-
ately cancel this notification 
issued by the earlier govern-
ment in the interest of the 
people of Sikkim, he said.

While responding to 
queries on the CM’s state-
ment on Limboo-Tamang 
Assembly seat reservation 
issue, Mr Sherpa men-
tioned that the PMO is al-
ready flooded with RTIs 
related to the subject and 
the organisation will speak 
on the issue after getting 
the formula of the State 
government submitted to 
the Centre.
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BEFORE THE LD.OATH COMMISSIONER 
OF SIKKIM AT GANGTOK

AFFIDAVIT
I, Nisha Singh Karki am legally wedded spouse of No. 
9424927F Rank Hav. Name Sanjeep Rai presently resid-
ing at Chumbong, West Sikkim and P.O. Chumbong and 
P.S. Naya Bazaar, West Sikkim, do hereby solemnly affirm 
and declare on oath as follows:-
1.  That I have change my name from Nisha Singh Rai 

to Nisha Singh Karki due to inclusion o fher maiden 
surname in AADHAR Card, Pan Card & Voter Identity 
Card. That my date of birth is 13th November 1989 
(Thirteenth November Nineteen Eighty Nine).

2.  That I am producing this affidavit for the purpose of 
evidence for my name.

3.  That, I shall at all times hereafter in all records, 
deeds and writing and in all proceeding dealing with 
transaction, private as well as under all occasions 
what so ever be knows as only Nisha Singh Karki.

4.  That what is stated above is true and correct to be 
best of my knowledge, information and belief. Noth-
ing material has been concealed there from.

Nisha Singh Karki.
DEPONENT.

BEFORE THE LD.OATH COMMISSIONER 
OF SIKKIM AT GANGTOK

AFFIDAVIT
I, Karma Doma Sherpa is  legally wedded spouse of 
No.5350930L  Rank Hav. Name Ganga Ram Rai presently 
residing at Rhykep, PO.Machong  and P.S.Pakyong, Dist – 
East  Sikkim, do hereby solemnly affirm and declare on 
oath as follows:-
1.  That I have change my name from Karma Doma 

Rai to Karma Doma Sherpa due to inclusion of her 
maiden surname in AADHAR Card, Pan Card & Voter 
Identity Card. That my date of birth is 09th October 
1984 (Ninth day of October Nineteenth Eighty Four).

2.  That I am producing this affidavit for the purpose of 
evidence for my name.

3.  That, I shall at all times hereafter in all records, 
deeds and writing and in all proceeding dealing with 
transaction, private as well as under all occasions 
what so ever be knows as only Karma Doma Sherpa.

4.  That what is stated above is true and correct to be 
best of my knowledge, information and belief. Noth-
ing material has been concealed there from.

Sd/-
Karma Doma Sherpa.

DEPONENT.

DOCUMENTS LOST
I Shri Subash Lohar son of Shri Ram Prasad Lohar resi-
dent of Radhu Khandu, West Sikkim has lost my  fol-
lowing  Original documents as follows:-

1.  Certificate of Identification (COI)  issued 
by the Office of The District Collector, west Dis-
trict, Gyalshing, has been recorded  under Shri Babu 
Lohar(Kami) who is the father of Shri Ram Prasad 
Lohar(Kami) has been found recorded in the Sikkim 
Subject Registrer vide Serial No. 714 Vol No. XII under 
Block West Sikkim (Radu-Khandu).

2.  Land Sale Deed  Document bearing serial 
no. 52481 belonging in the name of Shri Subash Lohar 
(Kami) Purchaser , vide Khatian Plot No./Nos. 297/A, 
291/A under Radu Khandu, West Sikkim.

on 06.02.2019 while travelling between Dentam to 
Radhu. If found please contact : 09564778566  My GD 
no is 47 dated 09.02.2019 at Dentam Police Station.

The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment 
invites applications from SC and OBC students 
(annual family income less than Rs. 8.0 lakh) for 
seeking assistance to undertake coaching of their 
choice under the Scheme of Free Coaching for SC 
and OBC Students. Number of seats – 1500
AApplications wil l  be only accepted onl ine 
Apply on coaching.dosje.gov.in 
Last date of submission of application – 10.09.2021
Assistance given -  entire coaching fee or prescribed
coaching fee for a course (whichever is less)
Stipend – Rs. 6000 and Rs. 3000 per month for 
outstation and local students respectively and 
SSpecial allowance of Rs. 2000 per month for 
disabled students (till the duration of course)
Details of the scheme guidelines can been seen at 
www.socialjustice.nic.in / coaching.dosje.gov.in
A p p l i c a t i o n  p r o c e d u r e  m a y  b e  s e e n  a t  
coaching.dosje.gov.in

davp 38101/11/0011/2122

in the country, Mr Mandaviya said, "The 
cases may rise again, but we are fully 
prepared to handle the situation."

The centre has been constantly 
monitoring the situation in this region 
and is committed to providing all nec-
essary assistance to the states to tackle 
the pandemic better.

Mr Mandaviya praised all the eight 
states of the region on the vaccination 
front and said they are doing their best 
in giving the jabs to the people.

"Initially the vaccination rate was 
low due to various factors like demog-
raphy and vaccine hesitancy along with 
other challenges. However, it has picked 
up during the last 10 days," he added.

On the prolonged second wave of the 
pandemic in the Northeast, the minis-
ter said the peak in the region was seen 
much later than the rest of the country 
and so it is taking time to decline.

"In the last two weeks, the cases 
have started declining in the Northeast 
and this is a good sign. All the states 
took various steps to contain the sec-
ond wave and it is ending now," Mr 
Mandaviya said. He said all the states 

gave detailed presentations on how 
they are handling the COVID-19 situ-
ation after the Union Health Ministry 
elaborated on the steps taken by the 
Central government.

Earlier, Mr Mandaviya met with As-
sam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sar-
ma and discussed the COVID-19 man-
agement of the state.

"I noted the steps being taken by 
the State Govt to curtail the spread of 
#COVID19 in Assam. The Central Govt 
will continue to support the State in its 
endeavours to mitigate the pandemic," 
the Union minister tweeted.

Mr Sarma said on the microblog-
ging site that the state government 
assured Mandaviya of Assam's "firm 
resolve" to provide the best health-
care services to its people.

"I also apprised Hon Minister @fert-
min_india on BVFCL and how we have 
been working on reviving Namrup IV at 
the earliest. We've also expressed our 
interest in setting up a Nano Urea plant 
at BVFCL. Appreciate patient hearing 
from Sri @mansukhmandviya," the 
chief minister added.

centre announces...

Sikkim to send delegation to bring Karmapa 
to Sikkim: Ecclesiastical Minister 

Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 18 Aug:

Sikkim is sending a del-
egation soon to bring 

the 17th Karmapa Ogy-
en Trinley Dorje to Sik-
kim, informed Minister 
for Ecclesiastical Affairs 
Department, Sonam 
Lama, today. 

In a video message, 
the Minister informed 
that Chief Minister, PS 
Tamang had apprised 
the Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi about vari-
ous long standing central 
demands including the 
visit of the 17th Karmapa 
Ogyen Thinley Dorjee to 
Sikkim, during his recent 
Delhi visit.

Mr Lama informed 

that the government is 
preparing to send a del-
egation to the USA to 

bring the 17th Karmapa 
to Sikkim.

There are many 

small issues which 
need to be resolved 
before the delegation 

proceeds to USA. As 
soon as these issues 
are resolved, the del-
egation comprising 
of the Ecclesiastical 
Minister, bureaucrats 
from Ecclesiastical de-
partment, officials from 
Home department and 
some religious heads 
will proceed to USA, said 
Minister Sonam Lama.

He also informed that 
the government has al-
ready sanctioned funds 
for a grand welcome of 
the 17th Karmapa to Sik-
kim.

He thanked the Chief 
Minister for apprising 
the Prime Minister about 
the demand for the Kar-
mapa's visit.

sdf Panchayat cell meets, 
accuses skm of destroying 
Panchayati raj institution

Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 18 Aug: 

A meeting of the Pan-
chayat cell of Sikkim 

Democratic Front party 
for North and East Dis-
tricts was held here at 
the party headquarters 
on Wednesday. 

The meeting, which 
was chaired by the party 
president, Pawan Cham-
ling passed various reso-
lutions, an SDF press re-
lease informs. 

The meeting was at-
tended by panchayat cell 
senior vice-president, 
KN Rai, senior vice-pres-
ident administration, KT 
Gyaltsen and other se-
nior office bearers and 
active workers of the 
party along with pres-
ent and former panchay-
ats from East and North 
Districts and municipal 
councilors.

Senior vice-president 
of panchayat cell high-
lighted the objective 
and responsibilities of 
the panchayat cell and 
mentioned that the SDF 
government had not 
only worked for power 
decentralization but also 
handed over power to 

panchayats. 
While mentioning 

that the SDF govern-
ment had provided free-
dom and constitutional 
rights to panchayats, he 
alleged that the present 
SKM government has 
snatched away constitu-
tional rights and privi-
leges of panchayats. 

The release mentions 
that panchayats have also 
placed their suggestions 
and experiences of the 
attack on the Panchayati 
Raj Institution under the 
present government.

The party president 
spoke on the democratic 
system and development 
during the SDF govern-
ment. He stated that 
people should evaluate 
and compare the past 
and present situation in 
the state.

Mr Chamling further 
spoke on the merits of 
party-based Panchayat 
elections which SDF be-
lieves in. He also alleged 
that the SKM government 
has made a mockery of 
the Panchayati Raj sys-
tem with its direct inter-
ference in the local gov-
ernance institution.

northeast cancer capital 
of india with highest 

new cases: report 

Pegasus row: SC notice to 
Centre, WB on plea against 
setting up of Commission 

of Inquiry by state

Women can 
take NDA exam, 
says Supreme 
Court, slams 
"mindset 
problem" 
New Delhi, 18 Aug 
[NDtV]: Women can sit 
for the NDA (National De-
fence Academy) admis-
sion exam - which has 
been rescheduled for No-
vember 14 - the Supreme 
Court said Wednesday af-
ternoon in a landmark in-
terim order that could al-
low more women to serve 
in India's armed forces.

The court slammed a 
"mindset problem" when 
it comes to equal service 
opportunities for men 
and women in the coun-
try's armed forces, and 
warned the government 
"you better change". The 
court also expressed 
hope that today's interim 
order would persuade 
the Army to initiate that 
change of its own accord, 
rather than be forced to 
do so because of a direc-
tive from the judiciary.

"This is a mindset 
problem. You (the gov-
ernment) better change 
it... don't force us to pass 
orders," the top court 
said, adding, "This policy 
decision is based on gen-
der discrimination. We 
direct the respondents to 
take a constructive view 
of the matter in view of 
the judgement of this 
court."

"The endeavour is to 
persuade the Army to do 
things itself... We would 
prefer if the Army did 
somethings itself, rather 
than us passing orders," 
the top court added.

A division bench of 
Justice SK Kaul and Jus-
tice Hrishikesh Roy also 
expressed displeasure 
over women being de-
nied equal opportunities 
despite its other verdicts 
on the matter, including 
a ruling by Justice DY 
Chandrachud and Justice 
Ajay Rastogi in February 
last year.

"Why are you con-
tinuing in this direction? 
Even after Justice Chan-
drachud's judgement ex-
panding the horizons and 
extending Permanent 
Commission in the Army 
to women? This is un-
founded... We are finding 
it absurd!" a displeased 
Justice Kaul asked of the 
Additional Solicitor Gen-
eral.

The government had 
argued that its recruit-
ment policy was not 
discriminatory and that 
there were a wide num-
ber of ways in which 
women could apply.

Additional Solicitor 
General Aishwarya Bhati 
was also quoted as say-
ing, "... there is a differ-
ent kind of training" and 
claimed that "ultimately 
it (the barring of women) 
is a matter of national se-
curity". The top court has 
said the final hearing in 
this matter will be held 
three days later - Septem-
ber 8. The court was re-
sponding to a petition that 
argued that the categori-
cal exclusion of eligible fe-
male candidates from the 
NDA was unconstitutional 
and done entirely on the 
basis of their sex.

Men recruited 
through the NDA exam 
are presently granted 
permanent commission 
in India's armed forces; 
women candidates, cur-
rently however, are re-
cruited as Short Service 
Commission Officers before 
being considered for a per-
manent commission at a 
later stage of their careers. 

Action against J&K cop amid anger 
over assault of journalists 

Srinagar, 18 Aug [NDTV]: After sever-
al journalists were thrashed in Srinagar 
on Tuesday while covering Muharram 
processions, the Jammu and Kashmir 
Police today took action against a cop 
who led his team members while acting 
against the crowd at Jehangir Chowk. 
J&K's top cop had also criticised the ac-
tions, saying, "This is not acceptable".

In photos and videos shared on so-
cial media, the cop was seen chasing 
away the journalists at Srinagar's Je-
hangir Chowk and thrashing them with 
a baton. A senior police officer said 
the Station House Officer has been re-
moved from Shergari police station and 
shifted to district police lines.

The incident has sparked huge criti-
cism. "He's an independent photo-jour-
nalist. His camera is his livelihood. The 
administration owes it to Sajad to com-

pensate him for the loss he has suffered 
while working," former Jammu and 
Kashmir Chief Minister Omar Abdullah 
tweeted while sharing photos of the in-
cident.

"Media is spending hours debating 
the human tragedy and unfolding crisis 
in Afghanistan but will they speak up 
for their own community in Kashmir 
who were beaten to pulp today by secu-
rity forces for doing their job?" tweet-
ed PDP leader and former Jammu and 
Kashmir Chief Minister Mehbooba Muf-
ti along with the video that captures the 
chaos at Jehangir Chowk.

Speaking to NDTV, Dilbag Singh, Di-
rector General of J&K Police, said "This 
is not acceptable. I have asked SSP (Se-
nior Superintendent of Police) Srinagar 
to take strict action against the erring 
officer."

Itanagar, 18 Aug [PTI]: 
Arunachal Pradesh's 
Papum Pare district and 
Aizawl in Mizoram re-
corded the highest inci-
dence of new cancer cas-
es in the country among 
females and males re-
spectively, as per a gov-
ernment report.

The report, released 
by the Indian Council of 
Medical Research (IMCR) 
and National Centre for 
Disease Informatics and 
Research (NCDIR), stated 
that Papumpare district 
has 219.8 per one lakh 
cancer cases among fe-
males. Mizoram's capital 
Aizawl has 269.4 per one 
lakh cases among males, 
it said.

Northeast India is 
the cancer capital of the 
country with the high-

est age-adjusted cancer 
incidence rates of newly 
diagnosed cancer cases 
in the country, said Dr 
Kaling Jerang, the prin-
cipal investigator of 
Population Based Cancer 
Registry (PBCR) at Bakin 
Pertin General Hospital 
(BPGH) in Pasighat.

The PBCR project 
under the ICMR-NCDIR, 
Bengaluru, has been 
studying the cancer 
trends under the Nation-
al Cancer Registry Pro-
gramme (NCRP), he said 
on Tuesday.

He hoped that the 
cancer data revealed by 
the project will be used 
by the government in 
policy-making decisions 
regarding cancer preven-
tion, treatment and man-
agement.

New Delhi, Aug 18 (PTI): 
The Supreme Court on 
Wednesday sought re-
sponses from the Centre 
and the West Bengal gov-
ernment on a plea chal-
lenging the setting up of 
a Commission of Inquiry 
by the state to probe into 
the Pegasus snooping al-
legations

A bench headed by 
Chief Justice N V Ramana 
issued notices to the Cen-
tre and the West Bengal 
government on the plea 
and posted it for hearing 
on August 25

Advocate Saurabh 
Mishra, appearing for the 
petitioner, told the bench 
that they have challenged 
the notification issued 
by the state government 
constituting the Com-

mission of Inquiry on the 
ground of jurisdiction

“We will issue notice,” 
the bench, also compris-
ing justices Surya Kant 
and Aniruddha Bose, said

Former Supreme 
Court judge Justice 
Madan B Lokur and for-
mer chief justice of Cal-
cutta High Court Justice 
Jyotirmay Bhattacharya 
are the members of the 
Commission of Inquiry 
announced by the West 
Bengal government last 
month.

An international 
media consortium has 
reported that over 300 
verified Indian mobile 
phone numbers were on 
the list of potential tar-
gets for surveillance us-
ing Pegasus spyware.
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OFFICE OF THE DIVISIONAL ENGINEER II
ROADS & BRIDGES DEPARTMENT

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
SORENG,WEST SIKKIM

Memo No:                                                  Dated: 
With reference to Memo No : 459/GOS/R&B(GEN) 20-21/53/Plg Dated: 12/07/21 &For and on behalf of the Governor 
of Sikkim, Divisional Engineer II(Soreng), Roads & Bridges Department Government of Sikkim, invites sealed tenders un-
der single bid system from the eligible contractors of Class III Grade enlisted with Sikkim Public Works Department vide 
Notification No.515/R&B/PWD/Secy. Dated: 12/06/2018, for the Construction of following roads through competitive 
bidding within the territorial jurisdiction of concerned GPU where the work is to be executed.

Sl.No Name of Work Cost put to 
Tender(Rs)

Earnest Money 
@2.5%(Rs)

Cost of 
tender 

form(Rs)

Completion 
Time

1 Construction of road from 
Nayabazar Soreng road at Gelling 
Deoralidara to Gelling School in 
West Sikkim

1,28,33,127.00 3,20,828.00 5000.00 18 Months

Date, Timing and Venue details of Tender are as follows:

Sl.No Name of 
Constitu-

ency

Date of Submis-
sion of application 
with bank receipt 
for issue of Tender 

documents(Excluding 
tender form)

Date of issue of 
tender form on 
submission of 

TDR(as Earnest 
money)

Last date of 
submission of 
Tender form

Date & Time 
of opening 
of Tender

Tender Vanue

1 Zoom Shal-
ghari
Constituency

06/09/2021(10:00 am 
to 4:00pm)

07/09/2021
(10:00 am to 
4:00pm)

08/09/2021
(10:00 am to 
12:00 Noon)

08/09/2021
(1:00 Pm to 
4:00 Pm)

Office of the 
Divisional 
Engineer II, R&B 
Deptt. Soreng

CONDITIONS OF CONTRACT:
1. Tender is open only to the eligible Contractor/Firms of appropriate Class/Concerned GPU and ULB Area.
2. The intending tenders/Contractors should apply in writing for issue of tender documents. The application would be invari-

ably be signed by the contractor himself/herself. The tender documents will not be issued to any person other than the 
INTENDING TENDER. The application shall be submitted initially for the work listed above with all required documents.

3. The applicants should enclosed attested copies of the a) Validated/Updated Contractor Enlistment Certificate along with 
the application along with theattested copy of COI, Adhar card, Voter card and residential certificate of the Panchayats 
of the Concerned GPU, b) GST Clearance certificate. It is mandatory to produce the Original validated/Updated Enlist-
ment Certificate during sale/issue of the Tender documents for verification.

4. The prescribed Non-Transferable Tender Documents (excluding the Tender form) can be obtained during the period speci-
fied in (from the Divisional Engineer II, Roads & Bridges Department Soreng) on production of requisite bank deposit slip in 
favour of R&B Department vide BR head 0059-80-800-01(Roads Bridges Department)

5. Earnest money deposit @ 2.5% in State Bank of Sikkim shall be in the form of deposit receipt of schedule bank which 
includes deposits in the form of temporary deposit receipt (TDR) in favour of Sr. Accounts Officer, Roads & Bridges Depart-
ment Galyshing west Sikkim. Tender form shall be issued only on production of toward deposit receipts of 2.5% earnest 
money.

6. The tender documents including the Tender Form with quoted offer should be placed in a sealed cover with the name of 
the tenderer and the name of the work superscripted on it , supporting documents listed at Sl.No 3(a&b) along with other 
relevant documents be enclosed with the offer.

7. Sealed tenders may be deposited in the Tender box in the Office of the Divisional Engineer II, Roads & Bridges Depart-
ment Soreng Division on the date and within time indicated above.

8. Tender shall be opened by the Tender Opening Committee as prescribed by the Government in the presence of the ten-
derers on the date and time indicated above.

9. The tenderer should sign on every page of the tender documents as acceptance of the general direction and condition 
of the Contract and other laid down norms. The rate quoted should be both in figures and words and should be inclusive 
of GST and all other applicable Taxes and Levies. Over writing and correction should be avoided and if made should be 
authenticated. In complete/Conditional tenders shall be rejected forthwith.

10. In case of any discrepancy in rate(s) printed in the Schedule of Rates and Quantities issued with the tender documents, 
rates as per approved Schedule of Rates will be taken as correct. For items outside the SOR, the rates shall be as per the 
technically checked estimate/analysis. Decision of the Principal Chief Engineer cum Secretary or Head of the Department 
will be final in this regard.

11. The work value, scope and quantum of work are subject to change, the contractor shall execute the work as per the direc-
tives of the department. No claim on this account is entertained whatsoever. If any claim is made, it shall be as per the 
agreement rates.

12. The Department reserve the rights to hold payments to the contractor unless test certificates are not produced by the 
contractor when called upon to do so.

13. Avoidable damages due to negligence of the contractor shall be at his own risk and cost. The department shall not be 
liable for payment of such damages (if any), including accidents to labours at site.

14. The offer shall remain valid for a period of 90 days. The work should commence within 15 days from the issue of the work 
order.

15. All the conditions as mentioned in the NIT shall be deemed to a part of the agreement to be entered with the contractor. 
Security deposit shall be collected by deductions from the running bills of the contractor @ 5% of the value of work done.

16. The department reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tenders without assigning any reasons thereof.
17. The recoveries of royalties on Forest produce shall be as per the rates notified by the Government from time to time 

and applicable on the date of payment. In no case, claim of any contractor for deduction as per rates incorporated in the 
analysis of rates or Schedule of Rates on the date of tender shall be acceptable.

18. Subletting of contract work is against the norms and if it comes to notice, the original contract shall be cancelled and ap-
propriate action shall be initiated as per the rules.

19. The Department also reserves the right to increase, decrease, alter or modify the item of works as indicated in the NIT 
without assigning any reason thereof.

20. I case the man powers employed by the contractors are from outside the State or neighbouring countries, it shall be the 
responsibility of the contractors to get them registered with the labour department, Government of Sikkim as per the 
relevant Labour Laws.

21. Use of explosives shall be regulated as under:-
a. Transportation, handling, storage and use of Explosives(if necessary) shall be in accordance with the 

provisions of the India Explosive Act and General guidelines, Circular issued by the department and other 
competent authorities on the subject from time to time.

b. The rules and regulations issued by the Sikkim Public Works Department or any other competent author-
ity shall strictly be adhered to with regard to transportation, storage; handling and use of explosives shall 
be maintained by the contractor.

22. The contractor shall also make arrangement to have photographs of the works taken at least at three stages of the con-
struction period i.e beginning, middle and completion stage.

23. Damage to properties in and around the work site must be avoided at all cost. The contractor shall be held responsible for 
any acts of negligence and shall be made to make good the damages.

24. It is accepted to the tenderer to have inspected the site before submitting his/her bid. There may be possible site difficul-
ties for which the tenderer should have their own correct assessment before submitting the bid.

25. The cost of stock materials supplied from the Department store will be deducted from the contractor’s bill as per rules.
26. The bidders shall produce a Certificate of Residence from the concerned Gram Panchayat Unit where the work is to be 

executed.

   Divisional Engineer II
         Roads & Bridges Department

                  Soreng   Division
R.O. No. 150/IPR/Pub./Class./21-22 
Date: 18.08.2021. 

Udid enrolment programme held in Gyalshing

"Years of torture": Shashi Tharoor 
after verdict on wife's death 

Gyalshing, 18 Aug 
(IPR): The Department 
of Social Justice and Wel-
fare in coordination with 
the Department of Health 
and Family Welfare con-
ducted an awareness and 
enrolment programme 
on Unique Disability ID 
(UDID) at the Commu-
nity Hall, Gyalshing, West 
Sikkim, today.

Joint Secretary, 
SJ&WD, Abinash Rai 
briefed the participants 
about the nationwide 
project being implement-
ed with a view to create 
a National Database for 
Person with Disabilities 
(PwDs) and to issue a 
Unique Disability Iden-
tity Card to each person 
with disabilities. The is-
sued card will not only 
bring transparency, ef-
ficiency and ease of de-
livering the Government 
benefits to the PwDs but 
also ensure uniformity, 
he added. Persons with 
disabilities will not 
need to make multiple 
copies of documents, 
maintain, and carry 
multiple documents as 
the card will capture all 
the necessary details 
which can be decoded 
with the help of a reader.

The UDID card will 
be the single document 
of identification, verifica-
tion of the disabled for 
availing various benefits 
in future.

The UDID Card will 
also help in streamlining 
the tracking of the physi-
cal and financial progress 
of beneficiaries at all lev-
els of hierarchy of imple-
mentation – from village 
level, block level, District 
level, State level and Na-
tional level.

It may be informed 
that the online enrol-
ment will be done by the 
officials of SJ&WD after 
the submission and veri-
fication of the mandatory 

documents mentioned 
below:

1. Disability certifi-
cate along with the type 
and percentage of dis-
ability issued by the 
Medical Board, certified 
by the Doctor.

2. Address and ID 
proof such as Aadhar or 
Voter Card, Bank account 
passbook (having ad-
dress details).

3. One recent co-
loured passport size pho-
tograph.

If a person does not 
possess a disability cer-
tificate, then he/she 
may obtain one from 
their respective district 
hospitals along with the 

certification done by the 
Doctor.

Dr. M.B. Chhetri, 
Joint Commissioner for 
persons with disabili-
ties (Technical), Social 
Justice and Welfare De-
partment said that the 
main objective of the 
campaign was to enable 
the enrolment of PwDs 
in order for them to avail 
schemes & benefits laid 
by the Government. He 
informed that as of to-
day Five Thousand Seven 
Hundred and Sixty-Seven 
(5767) disability certifi-
cates have been issued 
which roughly covers 
around 32% of the dis-
abled population in the 
State. 

UDID Co-ordinator, 
Sameer Pradhan in-
formed that the enrolled 
individual can avail the 
paper copy of UDID card 
which will contain the 
unique eighteen-digit 
number through UDID 
portal website and the 
PVC card will be avail-
able at the respective 
Social Welfare Offices. 
Further, he informed 
that 225 forms were 
collected from Gyalsh-
ing for enrolment of 
UDID card.

DU soon 
to have a 
'Himalayan 
Museum'
New Delhi, Aug 18 
(PTI): The Delhi Uni-
versity will soon have a 
Himalayan Museum on 
its campus, acting Vice-
Chancellor Professor P 
C Joshi said, adding that 
the varsity is concerned 
about the future of the 
mountain range.

The university has 
established a Centre for 
Himalayan Studies to re-
search all aspects of the 
Himalayas on "top-most 
priority", Joshi said while 
addressing a webinar 
titled "Himalayan Future: 
Beyond 2050" on Tues-
day.

The Delhi University 
is concerned, and seri-
ous, about the issues of 
the Himalayas, he said.

"Very soon, we will 
set up a Himalayan Mu-
seum in the campus. All 
necessary help will be 
extended from the uni-
versity," he said.

Engineer and inno-
vator Sonam Wangchuk 
from Ladakh warned that 
in the coming years, the 
big danger will not come 
from any foreign army, 
but from climate change 
that is always lurking 
around.

"The impact of cli-
mate change in the next 
20 -30 years may result 
in lake-bursts and that 
can only be avoided with 
human intervention. 
Proper research and de-
velopment needs to be 
dedicated to this issue," 
he said.

Dinabandhu Sa-
hoo, the founder direc-
tor of the Himalayan 
studies centre, and a 
former director of the 
Institute of Bio-resourc-
es and Sustainable 
Development(IBSD), said 
the Himalayan centre will 
work in collaboration 
with various national 
and international organ-
isations as well as with 
people at the grassroots 
level in different Himala-
yan states.

"This is the time for 
collective actions to save 
the Himalayas and the 
Himalayan people," said 
renowned environmen-
talist Anil Prakash Joshi.

Lachung opened for tourists
Gangtok, Aug 18 (PTI): 
The Sikkim government 
on Wednesday threw 
open Yumthang Valley 
in Lachung village for 
tourists, a week after it 
allowed similar relax-
ations in other famous 
destinations such as 
Tsomgo Lake, Baba Man-
dir and Nathula, a notifi-
cation said.

Lachung Dzumsa, 

a local body that con-
trols tourism activities 
in the North Sikkim 
village, welcomed the 
decision and said that 
strict adherence to CO-
VID guidelines will be 
ensured.

Tourists were seen 
thronging the East Sik-
kim destinations of 
Tsomgo Lake and Baba 
Mandir after those were 

opened for visitors last 
week.

The state government 
will decide on opening 
up another much-visited 
destination of Gurudong-
mar Lake in Lachen vil-
lage in North Sikkim for 
tourists after holding 
a meeting with Lachen 
Dzumsa next week, an of-
ficial said.

Tourist destinations 

in the Himalayan state 
were closed for visi-
tors from March this 
year after a surge in 
COVID-19 cases. The 
administration had 
in July started allow-
ing tourists with fully 
vaccinated certificates 
to enter the state and 
permitted hotels and 
homestays to operate at 
50 per cent capacity.

Singtam badminton team wins 1st 
Late LaxmiGurung Memorial Cup

Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 18 Aug:

Doubles team from 
Singtam Badminton 

Association, Vishal Prad-
han and Anil Darjeehave 
won the 1st ShrimatiLax-
miGurung Memorial Cup, 
Badminton Derby Tour-
nament held at Indoor 
Stadium, Singtam. The 
doubles badminton tour-
nament was organized 
by Singtam Badminton 
Association on the oc-
casion of 75th Indepen-
dence Day.

The tournament was 
named in memory of 
Late LaxmiGurung, the 
mother of president, 
Singtam Badminton 
Association,Dr JB Gu-
rung. Cosmos Lepcha 
and Arindrum received 
the silver medals while 
Dr Sherman Rai and 

Pawan Kumar (RBA), and 
NeerajChettri and Mannu 
Hang Subba (SBA) took 
the bronze medals as the 
semi-finalists. 

S a ny u k t a P ra d h a n 
from Singtam Badminton 
Association, the youngest 
participant was awarded 
the Rising Player of the 
tournament.

Seventeen teams 
had participated in the 
one-day tournament 
that had 35 matches. 
Players from Rangpo 
Badminton Associa-
tion (RBA), Mazhitar 
Badminton Associa-
tion (MBA), Bermoik 
Badminton Associa-
tion (BBA), Singtam 
Badminton Association 
(SBA) and NHPC partici-
pated in the tournament.

The tournament 
started with the hoist-

ing of the national flag by 
President, Singtam Nagar 
Panchayat, SureshTa-
mang, who was present 
as the chief guest of the 
day. Other distinguished 
guests included Muke-
shAgarwal, Councilor, 
Singtam Nagar Panchay-
at, officials from Singtam 
Police Station, NordenTa-
mang - President Sing-
tam Driver Association, 
SundarRai, AEO, Kham-
dong BAC, NordenTa-
mang, President and oth-
ers.

Match officials were 
Dr JB Gurung, Subash-
Baniya, GopalPradhan, 
KiranPradhan (Rtd AE), 
LalitPradhan, Vishal 
Pradhan, Kishore Prad-
han and JeewanKhaling, 
Prasant Kumar, Sanyuk-
taPradhan, NavneetCh-
ettri and JeetanBhandari.

New Delhi, 18 Aug [NDTV]: Congress 
MP Shashi Tharoor was cleared by a 
Delhi court today of charges linked to 
the mysterious death of his wife Suna-
nda Pushkar in 2014.

Sunanda Pushkar, 51, was found 
dead in a suite of a luxury hotel in Delhi 
on the night of January 17, 2014, while 
Shashi Tharoor was attending a Con-
gress meet in Delhi along with then 
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, the 
Gandhis and the entire Congress lead-
ership. The Tharoors had moved into 
the hotel because the MP's home was 
being renovated.

Shashi Tharoor was charged with 
abetment to suicide and cruelty by the 
Delhi Police. The court today refused to 
accept a Delhi Police chargesheet that 
said Mr Tharoor, 65, should be inves-
tigated, and cleared the former Union 
Minister of all charges.

"Most grateful, your honour. It's 
been seven-and-half years of absolute 

torture. I really appreciate it," Mr Tha-
roor said.

In a longer statement later, he wrote 
that his family would finally mourn Su-
nanda Pushkar in peace. "This brings a 
significant conclusion to the long night-
mare which had enveloped me after the 
tragic passing of my late wife Sunanda. 
I have weathered dozens of unfounded 
accusations and media vilification pa-
tiently, sustained my faith in the judi-
ciary, which today stands vindicated," 
he wrote.

Mr Tharoor said in the current sys-
tem of justice, the process was all too 
often the punishment.

The Congress leader, seeking his dis-
charge, had told the court that evidence 
showed the death of Sunanda Pushkar 
was neither a suicide nor homicide.

The death should be considered an 
accident, he had said, as Ms Pushkar 
had been struggling with various medi-
cal ailments at the time of her death.    
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if they like something in 
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except when 
against people responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be ignored. 
Letters which carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  Mail us at: 
news@summittimes.com

Allow Local Adaptations 
of Centralized Models

The top-down model needs 
tweaking to deliver better

Given the energy with which Sikkim continues to 
host programmes under the Beti Bachao, Beti 

Padhao programme, it would appear that the State 
has a major problem when it comes to ensuring ac-
cess and care for its daughters or security for wom-
en at home. Sikkim has many problems, some even 
gender related, but letting the girl child be born, sur-
vive and receive an education is not one of them. An 
important issue no doubt if the national scenario is 
taken into consideration, but in a State with no re-
ported case of female infanticide, one might wonder 
at the necessity of such elaborate events and robust 
funding on what is, let us accept it, a redundant is-
sue as far as Sikkim is concerned. Clearly, North 
district was picked for this programme because of 
its uneven sex-ratio, and it would have been helpful 
if BB-BP was used to understand this imbalance in 
North Sikkim. This is clearly not because of female 
infanticide and probably more due to more of the 
men-folk moving to East Sikkim in pursuit of careers 
and prospects and presence of armed forces made 
up primarily of single men in the district. This prob-
ably means that men enjoy more freedom to relocate 
for education, careers and business, and if that is the 
case, shouldn’t this be the focus of Beti Bachao-Beti 
Padhao funds and interventions? 

This is shared here to highlight the disconnected-
ness with which centralized planning looks out for 
the country. India’s daughters, by and large, need 
saving and access to education, but that is not nec-
essarily the case everywhere that the programme 
is force-fed. In areas like Sikkim, it could have eas-
ily been ratcheted up some notches to speak more 
about gender equality, empowerment and rights; it 
could have moved beyond the unimaginatively rou-
tine official events and roped in activists and women 
leaders to push the envelope of gender rights a little 
further. But that did not happen. May be its time will 
come too, but this reference was made not to speak 
only about the BB-BP initiative, and is cited here to 
highlight how the pressures of implementing import-
ed models saps everyone of the energy to work out 
local solutions for local issues. For example, while a 
girl-child’s right to live is not threatened in Sikkim, 
her right to education often gets compromised; se-
curing the best education for the daughters when a 
choice has to be made is quite often sidestepped. It 
is in this direction that Sikkim’s energies need to be 
focused more and it would be unfortunate if the BB-
BP was deployed only to reinforce an existing access 
to literacy. In that sense, it would helped more if cen-
tralized planning provided the overall ideology and 
allowed local adaptations to build on them.

Something on these lines was attempted a few 
years ago when Delhi announced that it was looking 
at releasing funds directly to the gram panchayats 
based on developmental agendas set up by these mi-
cro units in line with the developmental push. That 
said, the decentralisation process already underway 
in some states, including Sikkim, will achieve little 
if the decentralised components are not allowed the 
freedom to change, adapt and modulate projects and 
schemes to suit the needs, aspirations and ground 
realities of the areas they represent. Agreed, if this 
happens, the control that central agencies have over 
line organisations will weaken, but that is how things 
should be when one is decentralizing anyways. The 
parent body should decide policy and leave the im-
plementation to the grassroots level workers who 
understand the severity of the problems and know 
which solutions will work. They are not handicapped 
for initiative or skill, it is only access to funds that 
limits their effectiveness; as does a more trusting en-
vironment which is why they are straitjacketed with 
guidelines and instructions. Give them the funds and 
an overarching policy framework to work under and 
see how everything that the top-down model failed 
to deliver can actually be rather easily achieved.

america’s moral responsibility for the 
tragedy unfolding in afghanistan

afghanistan only the latest Us war to 
be driven by deceit and delusion

goRDoN ADAmS
theconversation.com

In Afghanistan, American hubris 
– the United States’ capacity for 

self-delusion and official lying – has 
struck once again, as it has repeat-
edly for the last 60 years.

This weakness-masquerading-as-
strength has repeatedly led the coun-
try into failed foreign interventions. 
The pattern first became clear to me 
when I learned on Nov. 11, 1963, that 
the U.S. embassy and intelligence 
agencies had been directly involved 
in planning a coup to depose the 
president of South Vietnam and his 
brother, leading to their executions.

I was a Fulbright Fellow, start-
ing a long career in national security 
policymaking and teaching, studying 
in Europe. On that day, I was in a bus 
on a tour of the battlefields of Ypres, 
Belgium, led by a French history pro-
fessor.

As I watched the grave markers 
sweep by, I was reading a report in 
Le Monde exposing this U.S. effort to 
overthrow another government and I 
thought, “This is a bad idea; my coun-
try should not be doing this.” And the 
war, in which the U.S. was directly in-
volved for 20 years, marched on. 

The American people were told 
we had no hand in that coup. We did 
not know that was a lie until The 
New York Times and Washington 
Post published the Pentagon Papers 
in 1971. By then, 58,000 Americans 
and possibly as many as 3.5 million 
Vietnamese soldiers and civilians 
had died – and the goal of preventing 

the unification of Vietnam had died 
as well.

For 15 years, the American foreign 
policy establishment struggled to 
overcome what it called the “Vietnam 
Syndrome” – the rational reluctance 
of the American people to invade and 
try to remake another country.

American hubris reemerged, this 
time as “the global war on terror.” Af-
ghanistan is now the poster child for 
the sense that the U.S. can remake the 
world. 

‘A SEA OF RIGHTEOUS RETRIBU-
TION’

Osama bin Laden gave American 
interventionists eager for the next 
fight a huge justification – an attack 
on the U.S., which washed the Viet-
nam Syndrome away in a sea of righ-
teous retribution against al-Qaida.

The al-Qaida attack on the World 
Trade Center and the Pentagon also 
gave interventionists the opening to 
invade Iraq, as an extension of the 
war on terror. We built on the ter-
rorism lie – Saddam Hussein was no 
friend of the 9/11 terrorists – by ar-
guing that he had weapons of mass 
destruction. American hubris ran the 
full course as we invaded another 
country, overthrew its government 
and aimed to build a new nation, all 
of which have kept American troops 
in a dysfunctional Iraq for 18 years.

And the truth, which insisted on 
penetrating the American delusion, 
was that the war meant the deaths 
of 8,500 American troops and civil-
ians and at least 300,000 Iraqis as 
well. No modern, rebuilt Iraqi na-
tion has emerged.

And now the country faces the 
dark at the end of the tunnel in Af-
ghanistan, where lying and self-delu-
sion have continued for 20 years.

An initial mission intended to re-
move the Taliban and close the al-Qa-
ida training camps succeeded, though 
Osama bin Laden slipped away for 
another 10 years. But hubris kept the 
U.S. from stopping there.

The mission expanded: create a 
modern democracy, a modern society 
and, above all, a modern military in 
a country with little history of any of 
those things.

A new generation of U.S. officials 
in uniform and policymaker suits and 
dresses fooled the American people 
and themselves by lying about how 
well the effort was going.

The failure was actually there to 
see, this time, well documented by 
the systematic auditing and report-
ing of the special inspector general 
for Afghanistan reconstruction, John 
Sopko. But government officials and 
the media blew by those truths, giving 
voice instead to the lies out of more 
visible officials’ mouths. The human 
price tag of hubris grew – 6,300 U.S. 
military and civilian deaths, and an 
understated estimate of 100,000 Af-
ghan deaths.

THREE STRIKES AND YOU’RE 
OUT

Three times now this country has 
been lied to and the media deluded 
as America marched stolidly over the 
cliff into failure.

Recriminations are flying back 
and forth – who lost Afghanistan is 
the latest version of who lost Viet-

nam, Iraq and, for those with long 
memories, all the way back to 1949 
and “who lost China.” What America 
has lost is, I believe, the capacity to 
learn, to learn from history and from 
our own experience.

I’d argue that no one who was 
paying attention should be surprised 
that the Taliban swept back into Ka-
bul in a nanosecond. Or that a failed 
enterprise like the Afghan national 
army collapsed. Army and special op-
erator trainers who went there could 
see the corruption, the personnel 
who left in the night and the disdain 
for corrupt political authorities in 
that army.

Many brave, honorable Afghans 
fought there, but the cohesion and 
commitment, the belief in their mis-
sion, was not there.

By contrast, the Taliban were or-
ganized, dedicated and coherent, 
and armed and trained for the ac-
tual combat taking place, not for 
European-style trench and tank 
warfare. The Taliban clearly had a 
plan that worked for that country, 
as the speed of the takeover shows. 
It succeeded; the U.S. and the Kabul 
regime failed in what became mis-
sion impossible.

The fall of Kabul was inevitable. 
Washington, once again, deluded 
itself into thinking otherwise. The 
secretary of state said, “This is not 
Saigon.”

It is Saigon. It is Baghdad. It is Ka-
bul. 

[the writer is Professor 
Emeritus, American University 

School of International Service]

miCHAel BlAke
theconversation.com

Chaotic scenes in Kabul accompanied the return 
to power of the Taliban in Afghanistan. The fun-

damentalist Islamic group was able to retake pow-
er after President Joe Biden’s decision to withdraw 
the remaining U.S. troops from the country.

The withdrawal brings to a close nearly 20 
years of American military presence in Afghani-
stan.

Without the ongoing prospect of U.S. military 
support, the Washington-backed Afghan 
government quickly fell - and on Aug. 15, 
2021, the Taliban declared the creation of 
a new political order, the Islamic Emirate of 
Afghanistan.

The withdrawal was widely popular in 
the United States, when first announced by 
Biden on April 14 - the majority of Ameri-
cans, regardless of political affiliation, fa-
vored an end to the military presence in 
Afghanistan. 

The withdrawal, however, has brought 
significant costs for the people of Afghani-
stan. The Taliban has proved itself willing 
to engage in widespread violation of basic 
human rights - in particular, the human 
rights of women. The decision to withdraw 
is likely to lead to enormous suffering in 
the years to come. A hypothetical decision 
to remain in Afghanistan, however, would also have 
led to significant moral costs - that decision would 
continue to put American soldiers in harm’s way. 
As a political philosopher whose work focuses on 
international affairs, I have tried to understand 
how ethical reasoning might be applied to such 
cases.

The first, and most important, ethical question 
might be: Was the United States justified in with-
drawing its troops?

A second question might involve asking about 
how the moral wrongs that are now emerging in 
Afghanistan should weigh upon the American con-
science. Should American political leaders regard 
these wrongs as, in some fashion, their responsi-
bility?

More broadly, is it sometimes possible that, in 
doing the best available thing, we are nonetheless 
guilty of doing something morally wrong?

POWER AND MORAL TRAGEDY
Many philosophers have disliked the idea that 

someone might make the best choice available and 
nonetheless be thought to have committed a moral 
wrong. Immanuel Kant, for one, thought this vision 
was fundamentally in conflict with the purposes 
of morality – which is to tell people what it is they 
ought to do.

If a moral theory told us that sometimes there 
is no option open to us that does not involve doing 
wrong, then that theory would sometimes imply 
that even a perfect moral agent might end up hav-

ing to become a wrongdoer.
That sort of theory would mean that there 

might be situations in which we could not escape 
from doing wrong. If we were unlucky enough to 
end up in those situations, we would become li-
able for wrongdoing because of this bad luck. Kant 
thought this sort of “moral luck” was simply im-
plausible. For Kant, if we do what is best, we can 
regard ourselves as having avoided doing wrong.

Other philosophers, however, have been more 
willing to entertain the possibility of moral tragedy, 
which is understood as a state of affairs in which all 

options open to us involve serious moral wrongdo-
ing.

Michael Walzer, a philosopher at the Institute 
for Advanced Study in Princeton, New Jersey, ar-
gues that those who exercise power over oth-
ers may frequently find themselves unable to do 
good for some without doing serious wrong to 
others. Instead of thinking that the good they do 
outweighs the wrong, Walzer argues, individuals 
ought to accept that the wrong continues to be a 
genuine wrong.

For example, the politician who must make a 
deal with a corrupt colleague in order to help pro-
tect vulnerable children does wrong in the name of 
a greater good. This individual does their best but 
nonetheless stains their soul in the doing.

On this view, politicians who do wrong while 
trying to do what is right may do the best thing, 
but they should also be understood as having done 
wrong, and having stained their consciences in the 
doing. For Walzer, it is difficult for a person to be 
both good at politics and a genuinely good person.

AFGHANISTAN AND MORAL RESPONSIBILITY
If Walzer is right about politicians, his analysis 

might also help in understanding the morality of 
international relations – and the morality of the 
American decision to withdraw from Afghanistan. 

Taken in this context, the benefits of withdraw-
al may have been sufficient to make it the right act. 
However, the human rights violations that are now 
very likely to follow in the aftermath of this with-

drawal are genuinely wrong, and they are rightly 
attributed to the United States.

The women and girls of Afghanistan are likely 
to face abuses, and the inhabitants of Afghanistan 
will likely face significant violence as the Taliban 
seek to reassert their vision of religious law. This 
ought to trouble the politicians who defended the 
withdrawal, and those voters who gave power to 
those politicians.

This vision of international politics is echoed in 
former Secretary of State Colin Powell’s advice to 
then-President George W. Bush about the invasion 

of Iraq – codified as the “Pottery Barn rule” after the 
perceived store policy: If “you break it, you bought 
it.” That is: If you make yourself the ruler over oth-
ers, you are responsible for them, and what hap-
pens to them should be on your conscience.

There are at least two things that might follow 
this moral vision. The first is that, even if the with-
drawal entails taking ownership of some moral 
wrongs, the United States has an obligation to en-
sure that such wrong is minimized.

It might therefore be obligated to provide ref-
uge to those people who have borne particular 
risks in the name of the United States, such as 
the translators who worked on the military bases 
within Afghan territory and have been targeted by 
the Taliban for their work.

The second is, more broadly, that the U.S. tries 
to avoid entering into such morally tragic situa-
tions in the future. If Walzer’s analysis is correct, 
it might be impossible to avoid situations in which 
the United States is responsible for serious moral 
wrongs. Having power over others always involves 
the risk of moral bad luck, and the U.S. has excep-
tional power in the global community.

But it might at least be expected that the United 
States, in future conflicts, take account of what phi-
losopher Brian Orend calls justice after war and 
enters into such conflicts only with some clarity 
about how and when to end them well. 

[the writer is Professor of Philosophy, Public 
Policy and Governance, University of Washington]
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NeighbourhoodWATCH

Education Department
Government of Sikkim

 

NOTICE

Registrationfor online admission to under graduate coursesin the following Government colleges of 
Sikkimforthe academic year 2021-22will start from 16th August to 27th August 2021,No application shall be 
entertained after the specified date. last date for the payment of fees through Onlinemode is 27th August 
2021(In favor of E- collection Account HRDD Payable at Gangtok)no payment shall be entertained after the 
specified date. Students seeking admission may apply through the website:www.sgcregistration.com /www.
rusasikkim.comor through Mobile App.

 (RUSA SIKKIM ADMISSION). 

SI.No Colleges

1 Nar Bahadur Bhandari Government College, Tadong

2 Sikkim Government College, Burtuk

3 Sikkim Government Law College, Burtuk

4 Government College, Rhenock, East Sikkim

5 Sikkim Government College, Gyalshing

6 Namchi Government College, Kamrang

7 Sikkim Government Science College, Chakung

8 Govt Arts College, Mangshila

9 Government Vocational College, Dentam

10 Sikkim Institute of Science & Technology Chisopani, South Sikkim

Important dates:     Date
I. Submission of online registration: 16th August to 27th August 2021

II. Last date of registration Fees:  27th August 2021 
III. 1st Merit list generation:  3rd September 2021 Evening
IV. 1st Merit list date of admission by student 6th September to 9th September 2021
V. Confirmed by college admission committee 10th September to 15th September 2021

VI. 2nd merit list generation  23rd September 2021 evening
VII. 2ndMerit list date of admission by student 25th September to 28th September 2021

VIII. Confirmed by college admission committee 29th September to 4th October 2021
IX. Counselling   Announce shortly  

HELPLINE NUMBER:+91 740 7112039/ +91 8597398512 (From 10 am to 7 pm)or visitwww.rusasikkim.
com.
Note: Admission for Sikkim Government B. ed College, Soreng will be announce later.

Sd/-
Director (Higher Education)

Education Department
Government of Sikkim

Online Registration of Students for Admission to under Graduate courses in
Government Colleges of Sikkim2021-22

57 per cent Bihar ministers have declared 
criminal cases against them: adr

Jharkhand man 
gets 25 years in jail 

for raping niece

J-K: BJP says had approached 
police for Dar's security

Ladakh reports 11 new Covid cases, 7 discharged

Monsoon set to revive in 
north India from Aug 19: IMD

Uttam kumar sarkar named 
new director of iim-calcutta

New Delhi, Aug 18 
(PTI): After a gap of 
nearly two weeks, the 
Southwest Monsoon is 
set to revive in north In-
dia from August 19, the 
India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) said on 
Wednesday.

The IMD said scat-
tered to fairly wide-
spread rainfall activity 

with isolated heavy falls 
are very likely over east 
Uttar Pradesh and Utta-
rakhand from August 19 
to 21. Himachal Pradesh, 
Haryana, Chandigarh, 
Delhi and west UP are 
likely to witness rainfall 
activity from August 20-
21 August.

Isolated heavy to very 
heavy falls are also very 

likely over Uttarakhand on 
August 19 and 20. Fairly 
widespread rainfall activi-
ty with isolated heavy falls 
are also very likely over 
Bihar from August 20-22.

The IMD said the cur-
rent rainfall spell over 
Gujarat, Maharashtra, 
Odisha, Jharkhand, Gan-
getic West Bengal, Mad-
hya Pradesh, northeast 

India and sub-Himalayan 
West Bengal, Sikkim will 
continue till August 19.

It said fairly wide-
spread to widespread 
rainfall activity with 
isolated heavy falls are 
very likely over Gujarat, 
Maharashtra, Odisha, 
Jharkhand, Gangetic West 
Bengal on August 18 and 
19; over Madhya Pradesh 

from August 18 to 20; and 
over Telangana and Chhat-
tisgarh on August 18.

The IMD said wide-
spread rainfall activ-
ity with isolated heavy to 
very heavy falls are very 
likely to continue over 
northeast India and sub-
Himalayan West Bengal, 
Sikkim during the next 
two days.

New Delhi, Nov 18 (PTI): 
Eight of the 14 newly 
sworn-in ministers in Bi-
har have declared crimi-
nal cases against them-
selves, according to the 
Association for Demo-
cratic Reforms (ADR).

Six (43 per cent) of 
the ministers have de-
clared serious criminal 
cases against themselves, 
according to the poll 
rights group. Serious 
criminal cases are non-
bailable offences with 
over five years of impris-
onment.

Affidavits of two out 
of six ministers analysed 
from the JD(U), four out 
of six ministers analysed 
from the BJP, one min-
ister analysed from the 
Hindustani AwamMor-
cha (Secular) and one 
from the VikassheelIn-
saan Party show crimi-

nal cases against them, it 
said.

Eight or 57 per cent 
of the ministers face 
criminal cases, it said.

As many as 13 (93 
per cent) are crorepatis 
with their average assets 
pegged at Rs 3.93 crores, 
the report said.

The minister with the 
highest declared total 
assets is MewaLalCho-
udhary from Tarapur 
constituency with assets 
worth Rs 12.31 crore 
and the minister with the 
lowest declared total as-
sets is Ashok Chaudhary 
with assets worth Rs 
72.89 lakh, it said.

Four (29 per cent) 
ministers have declared 
their educational qualifi-
cation to be between 8th 
and 12th standard, while 
10 (71 per cent) minis-
ters have declared having 

an educational qualifica-
tion of graduate or above, 
the poll rights body said.

A total of six (43 per 
cent) ministers have de-
clared their age to be be-
tween 41-50 years, while 
eight (57 per cent) min-
isters have declared their 
age to be between 51-75 
years. Out of 14 minis-
ters, two are women, it 
added. The Bihar assem-
bly elections for 243 sets 
took place on October 28 
(for 71 seats), November 
3 (for 94 seats) and No-
vember 7 (for 78 seats). 
The National Democratic 
Alliance won the elec-
tions after securing ma-
jority.

A 14-member council 
of ministers, headed by 
Bihar Chief Minister Nit-
ish Kumar, was on Mon-
day sworn in by Gover-
nor PhaguChauhan.

Simdega, Aug 18 (PTI): 
A man was sentenced to 
25 years in jail by a court 
in Jharkhand's Simdega 
district for raping his six-
year-old niece.

The court of Addition-
al District and Sessions 
Judge Madhuresh Kumar 
Verma on Tuesday con-
victed the accused in the 
rape case, and sentenced 
him to 25 years in jail, 
besides imposing a fine 
of Rs 50,000.

In case the convict 
fails to deposit the fine, 
he will have to live ad-
ditional two years in jail, 
the court directed.

The incident of 
rape happened in April 

2019 in the Pakartand 
police station area of 
the district. The con-
vict raped the girl 
when she was at home 
with her grandfather.

Her parents went out, 
and taking the opportu-
nity, he took the girl to a 
nearby forest and raped 
her, police said.

The girl was found 
lying unconscious by vil-
lagers in the forest area, 
they said.

The girl later nar-
rated the incident to her 
parents, following which 
they lodged a police com-
plaint.

The convict is a cous-
in of the girl's father.

Srinagar, Aug 18 (PTI): 
The BJP on Wednesday 
contested the police 
claim that the law en-
forcing agency was not 
approached for the secu-
rity of Javaid Ahmad Dar, 
its worker shot dead by 
militants in Jammu and 
Kashmir's Kulgam dis-
trict.

Shortly after Dar's 
killing on Tuesday, police 
had said they were not 
approached for his secu-
rity.

"The JKP statement is 
baseless and is based on 
malice designed," BJP's 
Kulgam president Abid-
Hussain Khan said in a 
statement.

According to officials, 
the assailants fired upon 
Dar near his residence in 
the BrazlooJageer area of 
the south Kashmir dis-
trict at around 4.30 pm 
on Tuesday.

A police spokesman 
had said Dar was a con-
tractor by profession.

According to the dis-
trict police, no one had 
approached it for pro-
viding security to him 
(Dar) and even local BJP 
leaders did not share his 
name in the list of PPs 
(protected persons), he 

said.
However, Khan 

claimed that he had met 
the Kulgam Deputy Com-
missioner on August 
10 and made a proper 
representation on the 
BJP letterhead about the 
need for providing secu-
rity to 30 party workers 
in the district.

"Javaid Ahmad Dar 
is at serial number 5 in 
the list and same was 
forwarded to SSP Kul-
gam through Whatsapp," 
Khan added.

He said while some of 
the party workers were 
accommodated at safe 
locations but Dar was 
among those left out.

Khan appealed to the 
Jammu and Kashmir ad-
ministration to investi-
gate the matter.

"There are 1,270 des-
ignated (BJP) karyakar-
tas from district Kulgam 
who work for the welfare 
of common people. The 
LG administration should 
investigate the matter 
within 48 hours or it 
shall be responsible for 
(safety) of our karyakar-
tas," he said, adding "nine 
workers were killed in 
last two years" in Kulgam 
district alone.

Kolkata, Aug 18 (PTI): 
Uttam Kumar Sarkar was 
on Wednesday named 
the new director of IIM-
Calcutta.

The appointment will 
come into force with im-
mediate effect, the Indian 
Institute of Management-
Calcutta said in a state-
ment. Sarkar was select-
ed from a large number 
of highly accomplished 
and qualified aspirants 
from India and abroad, 
through a very rigor-
ous search process that 
lasted several months, it 
said.

"Professor Sarkar 
knows IIM-Calcutta in-
timately: its history, cul-

ture and the aspirations 
of its large body of fac-
ulty, students, alumni, 
staff, board, and all stake-
holders," said Shrikrish-
naKulkarni, the chairper-
son of the Board of Gov-
ernors of IIM-Calcutta.

"Moreover, he is 
acutely aware of 'what 
needs to be done and 
how it must be done' to 
help IIM-Calcutta achieve 
its global aspirations," he 
said.

Sarkar, a professor at 
the Management Infor-
mation Systems Group 
at the premier B-School, 
obtained his BTech, 
MTech, and PhD degrees 
in Computer Science and 

Engineering from IIT-
Kharagpur.

He has an outstand-
ing academic record, and 
is a leading researcher 
in the field of informa-
tion systems with nu-
merous publications in 
prestigious international 
journals to his credit, the 
statement said.

In the last week of 
March, the first woman 
director of IIM-Calcutta, 
Anju Seth, stepped down 
a year before the end of 
her tenure.

"I am disappointed as 
I am leaving a dream only 
partially fulfilled; it is not 
what I had sought," she 
had told PTI then.

Japanese gp canceled because 
of coronavirus pandemic

Leh, Aug 18 (PTI): La-
dakh has recorded 11 
fresh Covid cases, taking 
its overall tally to 20,466, 
with active cases increas-
ing to 81, officials said on 
Wednesday.

The Union Territory 
has registered 207 Cov-
id-related deaths -- 149 
in Leh district and 58 in 

Kargil district -- since 
the outbreak of the pan-
demic last year. A total 
of 20,164 patients have 
recovered till date.

Of the 11 cases re-
ported on Tuesday, 10 
were found in Leh, while 
one came from Kargil. 
A total of 1,997 sample 
reports, including 1,139 

from Leh and 858 from 
Kargil, came out nega-
tive, the officials said. No 
Covid death was report-
ed in Ladakh on Tuesday.

There are 69 active 
cases in Leh and 12 in 
Kargil, the officials said, 
adding that seven pa-
tients recovered from the 
diseases on Tuesday.

TOKYO (AP): This year’s 
Japanese Grand Prix 
was canceled following 
discussions between 
the government and 
race promoters, For-
mula One organizers 
said Wednesday.

The race in Suzuka 
had been scheduled for 
Oct. 10, between the 
events in Turkey and 
the United States.

“The decision has 
been taken by the Japa-
nese government to can-
cel the race this season 
due to ongoing complexi-
ties of the pandemic in 
the country,” F1 said in 
a statement. “Formula 1 
is now working on the 
details of the revised cal-
endar and will announce 
the final details in the 
coming weeks.”

The decision creates 
another dent in F1′s 

calendar of Asia-based 
races this season fol-
lowing the cancellation 
of the Australian and 
Singapore GPs and the 
indefinite postpone-
ment of the Chinese GP 
in Shanghai.

The cancellation and 
postponement of races 
last year at the start of 
the pandemic meant 
the 2020 season didn’t 
start until July, and was 
compressed to a 17-race 
schedule through De-
cember.

“Formula 1 has 
proven this year, and in 
2020, that we can adapt 
and find solutions to 
the ongoing uncertain-
ties and is excited by the 
level of interest from lo-
cations to host Formula 
1 events this year and 
beyond,” F1 said in the 
statement.

Most of the series is 
being staged in Europe 
and the Middle East this 
season, with organiz-
ers initially planning 23 
races.

The 11th race was 
held last weekend, 
when French driver Es-
teban Ocon won a cha-
otic Hungarian Grand 
Prix ahead of Lewis 
Hamilton.

The Japanese gov-
ernment pushed ahead 
with the Tokyo Olym-
pics, which were de-
layed by a year because 
of the coronavirus pan-
demic.

New infections in 
Tokyo tripled during 
the 17 days of the Olym-
pics, which finished on 
Aug. 8, although medi-
cal experts said the 
surge was not directly 
linked to the Games.
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Sport&Specials
First batch of Indian athletes 
leaves for Tokyo Paralympics 

amid warm send-off

Ishan Kishan signed up 
by RISE Worldwide

manner of defeat could hurt bruised and 
battered england in remaining tests: strauss

London, Aug 18 (PTI): 
Former England skip-
per Andrew Strauss feels 
the manner in which Joe 
Root's team capitulated 
against a fired-up India 
in the second Test could 
hurt the "bruised and 
battered" hosts in the 
remainder of the five-
match series.

From a seemingly 
comfortable position, 
England fell to a 151-run 
defeat on the final day at 
the Lord's.

"They were favourites 
but let things slip before 
lunch (on final day) and 
then had another top-
order collapse," Strauss 
told 'Sky Sports'.

"Those early wickets 
put huge pressure on the 
middle order and India 
just had enough overs 
to bowl them out. It was 
feisty."

He said India "thor-
oughly deserve" to go 
one up in the five-match 
series.

"Every series with In-
dia, and particularly (Vi-
rat) Kohli, is feisty and as 
the match was on the line 
you expected nothing 
else. It has been five bril-
liant days of Test cricket.

"India were excep-
tional and there were 
times when England 
looked like they were go-
ing to get out of jail but, 

in the end, you have to 
say that India deserved 
it, they did enough to 
win. England are going 
to be absolutely battered 
and bruised as a result of 
that," he added.

Strauss has also 
called for a change in 
England's top-order after 
another disappointing 
show by the batsmen.

He is certain that the 
woefully out-of-form 
opener Dom Sibley could 
be dropped ahead of the 
third Test at Headingley.

For the first time in 
Test history, both Eng-
land openers were dis-
missed for ducks in the 
same innings of a home 
match. "At some stage if 
you keep being two or 
three down for nothing, 
it's going to come back to 
haunt you."

"Yes, they were two 
good balls to get rid of 
Burns and Sibley but, of 
course, then Joe Root is 
under pressure, (Has-
eeb) Hameed is un-
der pressure and then 

Jonny Bairstow and the 
middle order as well. 
You just can't keep do-
ing that time after time," 
Strauss said.

Sibley averages just 
14.25 across four innings 
in the series and with 
only one half-century in 
his last 15 Test innings, 
Strauss expects the 
25-year-old right-hander 
to be axed. Root (128.66) 
is the only England play-
er averaging over 30.

"I think it might be 
time to bring Sibley out 

of the firing line. He has 
looked out of touch. I 
think Ollie Pope is prob-
ably going to come back 
in, who has been in and 
around the squad, but is 
it right for him to be bat-
ting in the top three? It is 
not an easy solution.

"There are a lot of 
problems for England, 
no doubt about that. If 
they had got away with 
it again, we might have 
been able to paper over 
the cracks but not any-
more.

Megan Schutt, Jess Jonassen 
opt out of india series

Polish army deployed to Belarus 
border amid migrant surge

Taliban destroy statue of foe, 
stoking fear over their rule

New Delhi, Aug 18 
(PTI): The first batch of 
Indian athletes for the 
upcoming Tokyo Para-
lympics, including flag 
bearer ThangaveluMari-
yappan left for the Games 
on Wednesday amid a 
warm send-off.

The eight-member 
group was accorded a 
send-off at the Indira 
Gandhi International Air-
port by officials of Sports 
Ministry, Sports Author-
ity of India (SAI) and 
Paralympic Committee of 
India (PCI).

Along with Mari-
yappan, Tek Chand and 
Vinod Kumar were the 
other two athletes that 
took the early morning 
flight to Tokyo.

"The entire country, 
including the honour-

able prime minister 
and sports minister, 
are cheering for us to-
day. Every athlete who 
is going to take part in 
the Paralympics is al-
ready a winner and I 
wish all of them good 
luck," said PCI presi-
dent Deepa Malik while 
addressing the contin-
gent.

For the first time, ac-
cessible vehicles were 
provided by Svayam 
India, PCI's accessibil-
ity partners, for the com-
muting of wheelchair-
bound athletes.

"These accessible 
vehicles are customised 
for the needs of not only 
our athletes but also for 
all people with reduced 
mobility. Our players 
are our pride and they 

have every right to travel 
with dignity," said Sminu 
Jindal, founder of Svayam 
India.

These accessible 
vehicles were used by 
athlete Tek Chand who 
travelled from Rewari, 
Haryana and by Malik, 
who reached the airport 
from Noida.

Another contingent 
of 14 members, including 
the president of PCI, will 
leave for the Japanese 
capital on Wednesday 
evening.

The Paralympics 
Games will begin in a 
week's time on August 
24. India will start their 
campaign from August 
25 with para table tennis 
where Bhavina Patel and 
Sonal Patel will be in ac-
tion.

KABUL, Afghanistan 
(AP): The Taliban have 
blown up the statue of a 
Shiite militia leader who 
fought against them dur-
ing Afghanistan’s civil 
war in the 1990s, accord-
ing to photos circulating 
on Wednesday, sowing 
further doubt about their 
claims to have become 
more moderate.

The insurgents’ every 
action in their sudden 
sweep to power is being 
watched closely. They 
insist they have changed 
and won’t impose the 
same draconian restric-
tions they did when they 
last ruled Afghanistan, all 
but eliminating women’s 
rights, carrying out pub-
lic executions and ban-
ning television and mu-
sic.

They also prom-
ised not to seek revenge 
against those who have 
opposed them.

But many Afghans 
remain deeply skepti-
cal, and thousands are 
racing to the airport and 
borders to flee the coun-
try. Many others are hid-
ing inside their homes, 
fearful after prisons and 
armories were emptied 
during the insurgents’ 
blitz across the country.

On Wednesday, 
groups of fighters carry-
ing long guns patrolled a 
well-to-do neighborhood 
of the capital, Kabul, that 
is home to many embas-
sies as well as mansions 
of the Afghan elite. The 
Taliban have promised 
to maintain security, but 
many Afghans are as 
afraid of them as they are 
of potential chaos.

In a rare, early show 
of dissent, dozens of 
people gathered in the 
eastern city of Jalalabad 
and raised the Afghan 
national flag in an anti-
Taliban demonstration, 
according to Salim Ah-
mad, a local resident. He 
said the Taliban fired in 
the air to disperse the 
crowd. There were no 
immediate reports of any 
casualties.

The insurgents have 
raised their own flag — 
a white banner with Is-
lamic inscriptions — in 
the territories they have 
seized.

As Afghans and the 
international community 
look to see if the Taliban 
will make good on their 
promises, photos circu-
lated on social media of 
the destroyed statue. It 

depicted Abdul Ali Maz-
ari, a militia leader killed 
by the Taliban in 1996, 
when the Islamic mili-
tants seized power from 
rival warlords. Mazari 
was a champion of Af-
ghanistan’s ethnic Haz-
ara minority, Shiites who 
were persecuted under 
the Sunni Taliban’s ear-
lier rule.

The statue stood in 
the central Bamyan prov-
ince, where the Taliban 
infamously blew up two 
massive 1,500-year-old 
statues of Buddha carved 
into a mountain in 2001, 
shortly before the U.S.-
led invasion that drove 
them from power. The 
Taliban claimed the Bud-
dhas violated Islam’s 
prohibition on idolatry.

Another Taliban 
promise being closely 
watched is their vow 
to prevent Afghanistan 
from again being used 
as a base for planning 
terrorist attacks. That 
was enshrined in a 2020 
peace deal with the 
Trump administration 
that paved the way for 
the drawdown of Ameri-
can troops, the last of 
whom are supposed to 
leave at the end of the 
month.

When the Taliban 
were last in power they 
sheltered Osama bin 
Laden and al-Qaida while 
they planned the Sept. 
11, 2001, attacks. U.S. 
officials fear al-Qaida 
and other groups could 
reconstitute themselves 
in Afghanistan now that 
the Taliban are back in 
power.

The Taliban have 
pledged to form an “in-
clusive, Islamic govern-
ment” and have been 
holding talks with former 
President Hamid Karzai 
and Abdullah Abdul-
lah, a senior official in 
the ousted government. 
Mohammad YusofSaha, 
a spokesman for Karzai, 
said preliminary meet-
ings with Taliban officials 
would facilitate eventual 
negotiations with Mul-
lah Abdul GhaniBaradar, 
the top Taliban political 
leader.

Photos circulat-
ing online Wednesday 
showed Karzai and 
Abdullah meeting with 
AnasHaqqani, a senior 
leader in a powerful 
Taliban faction. The U.S. 
branded the Haqqani 
network a terrorist 
group in 2012, and its 

involvement in a future 
government could trig-
ger international sanc-
tions.

Amid the uncertainty, 
thousands of Afghans 
have tried to flee the 
country in recent days, 
and the U.S. and its allies 
have struggled to man-
age a chaotic withdrawal 
from the country. The 
Taliban took over the ci-
vilian side of the Kabul 
international airport on 
Tuesday and have used 
force to try to control the 
crowds.

Hundreds of people 
were outside the airport 
early Wednesday. The 
Taliban demanded to see 
documents before allow-
ing the rare passenger in-
side. Many of the people 
outside did not appear to 
have passports, and each 
time the gate opened 
even an inch, dozens 
tried to push through. 
The Taliban fired occa-
sional warning shots to 
disperse them.

The U.S. Embassy has 
meanwhile relocated to 
the military side of the 
airport, where it is co-
ordinating the airlift of 
diplomats, foreigners 
and Afghans who worked 
with the Americans and 
now fear reprisal.

The British govern-
ment said it will welcome 
up to 5,000 Afghan refu-
gees this year, and a total 
of 20,000 Afghans will 
be offered a way to settle 
in the U.K. in the coming 
years.

“We owe a debt of 
gratitude to all those 
who have worked with 
us to make Afghanistan a 
better place over the last 
20 years,” Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson said late 
Tuesday.

The head of Afghani-
stan’s Central Bank 
meanwhile said the 
country’s supply of phys-
ical U.S. dollars is “close 
to zero.” Afghanistan 
has some $9 billion in 
reserves, AjmalAhmady 
tweeted, but most is 
held outside the country, 
with some $7 billion held 
in U.S. Federal Reserve 
bonds, assets and gold.

Ahmady said the 
country did not receive a 
planned cash shipment 
amid the Taliban of-
fensive. “The next ship-
ment never arrived,” he 
wrote. “Seems like our 
partners had good intel-
ligence as to what was 
going to happen.” 

Melbourne, Aug 18 (PTI): 
The Australian women's 
team's seasoned cam-
paigners Megan Schutt 
and Jess Jonassen have 
opted out of the upcom-
ing multi-format home 
series against India due 
to various reasons.

The tour, starting 
September 19, involves 
three ODIs, three T20Is 
and one Day-Night Test.

While pace spearhead 
Schutt has requested the 
selectors to not consider 
her for selection due to 
personal reasons, spin 
bowling all-rounder 
Jonassen will miss the 
assignment after suffer-
ing a bone stress injury 
in her tibia. She is ranked 
world number in the 
ODIs.

Another notable ab-
sentee from the 18-mem-
ber squad is Belinda 
Vakarewa, who is also 
skipping the series due 
to personal reasons.

The uncapped Mait-
lan Brown, who was part 
of the squad against New 
Zealand last year, has re-
turned after a long layoff 
due to a hamstring injury.

Getting their first na-
tional call-ups are Stella 
Campbell and Georgia 
Redmayne.

The series is sched-

uled to begin with the 
ODIs on September 19 
in Sydney (there is a pos-
sibility of a change in fix-
tures due to the ongoing 
coronavirus-enforced 
lockdown in New South 
Wales), followed by the 
lone Test at the WACA in 
Perth on September 30 
and conclude with the 
T20Is in Sydney from Oc-
tober 7.

"We're fully support-
ive of the requests from 
Belinda and Megan to 
not be considered for 
selection and will con-
tinue to work with them 
to ensure they have the 
appropriate support," 
national selector Shawn 
Flegler said.

"As leader of the 
bowling attack, Megan's 
absence will provide the 
opportunity for someone 
else to play the type of 
role she has so well over 
a lengthy period.

"Jess is another big 
loss and will be disap-
pointed to miss out, 
but she's another one 
that's worked hard 
over the winter and 
with a long summer 
ahead, her focus will 
be to get herself right 
with a lot of cricket left 
in the season."

Redmayne, who has 

been playing for Welsh 
Fire in the women's Hun-
dred, has been rewarded 
for her prolific WNCL 
form for Queensland last 
season, where she scored 
531 runs at 132.75 with 
two centuries.

She was also Bris-
bane Heat's leading run-
scorer in the WBBL with 
357 at 32.45.

Pacer Campbell, who 
plays for New South 
Wales and Sydney Six-
ers, joins a growing list of 
young quicks in the Aus-
tralia set-up alongside 
TaylaVlaeminck, Dar-
cie Brown and Maitlan 
Brown.

She only managed 
three wickets at 70.66 
in last season's WNCL 
but was the Sixers' joint 
second-leading wicket-
taker in the WBBL with 
ten scalps.

Australia squad: Meg 
Lanning, Rachael Haynes, 
Darcie Brown, Maitlan 
Brown, Stella Campbell, 
Nicola Carey, Hannah 
Darlington, Ashleigh 
Gardner, Alyssa Healy, 
Tahlia McGrath, Sophie 
Molineux, Beth Mooney, 
Ellyse Perry, Georgia 
Redmayne, Molly Strano, 
Annabel Sutherland, 
TaylaVlaeminck, Georgia 
Wareham.

Mumbai, Aug 18 (PTI): 
Young India wicketkeep-
er-batsman IshanKishan 
has been signed up by 
RISE Worldwide for his 
global management and 
marketing representa-
tion.

Kishan had led India 
at the Under 19 World 
Cup in 2016. The south-
paw made his India de-
but in T20Is against the 
touring England side and 
followed it up with an 
ODI cap against Sri Lanka 
recently.

"Last couple of years 
has been an incredible 
journey for me personal-
ly, both as a cricketer and 

an individual," Kishan 
was quoted as saying in 
a media statement issued 
by RISE Worldwide.

"As I now make the 
transition to interna-
tional cricket, I am happy 
to have the team at RISE 
Worldwide support me 
off the field," he added.

The firm will work 
closely with Ishan on 
strategic career man-
agement, providing ex-
tensive resources and 
expertise to generate 
value in all facets and 
stages of his career, ex-
cept for individual play-
ing contracts, the state-
ment added.

WARSAW, Poland (AP): 
Poland deployed hun-
dreds of troops at its bor-
der with Belarus to sup-
port border guards, the 
Polish defense minister 
said on Wednesday, amid 
a surge of migrants seek-
ing to enter the country.

Defense Minister 
MariuszBlaszczak said 
that more than 900 Pol-
ish troops are involved 
in the operation. It’s be-
lieved most of the mi-
grants trying to cross are 
from Iraq.

Late Tuesday, a Polish 
deputy interior minister 
tweeted that the border 
with Belarus is sealed 
and that the soldiers 
have already been there 
for a week.

Poland, like Lithuania 
and other Baltic nations, 
accuse the authoritarian 
government of Belaru-
sian President Alexander 
Lukashenko of sending 
migrants across their 
borders, which are also 
the European Union’s 

outer border.
They accuse Lukash-

enko of using the mi-
grants as instruments 
in a “hybrid war.” They 
believe the action to be 
in response to EU sanc-
tions imposed on Belarus 
following a presidential 
election last year which 
the West saw as rigged, 
as well as for harsh re-
pressions on Belarusian 
protesters.

One Green party law-
maker in Poland, Urszula 
Sara Zielinska, called on 
Wednesday for dona-
tions of warm clothing 
and food following Pol-
ish media reports that 
around 50 people — in-
cluding children — be-
came stuck in an area be-
tween the Polish and Be-
larusian border guards.

Lithuania was the 
first to see scores of 
migrants trying to en-
ter the country. Poland 
said recently that it has 
also seen a migrant up-
surge.
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Belgian-
Brit teen 
seeks 
to break 
women’s 
solo flight 
record
KORTRIJK, Belgium 
(AP): A Belgian-British 
teenager took to the skies 
Wednesday in her quest 
to become the youngest 
woman to fly around the 
world solo.

Nineteen-year-old 
Zara Rutherford took off 
from an airstrip in Kor-
trijk, western Belgium 
in gusty, overcast condi-
tions with her parents 
looking on. Rutherford 
is aiming to break the 
record set by American 
aviator ShaestaWaiz, 
who was 30 when she set 
the world benchmark in 
2017.

Rutherford aims to fly 
her Shark fast, light sport 
aircraft over five conti-
nents and 52 countries in 
an aerial trek that’s likely 
to take 2-3 months.

She said she wants to 
inspire girls and young 
women to get into avia-
tion and encourage them 
to study science, tech-
nology, engineering and 
mathematics.

Rutherford hails from 
a family of pilots. She’s 
been traveling in small 
planes since the age of 
six, began jumping out of 
them – with a parachute 
– aged 11, then started 
flying herself at 14. She’s 
logged about 130 hours 
of solo flights.

Her plane is spe-
cially fitted out for the 
journey. It’s normally a 
two-seater but an extra 
fuel tank now takes up 
one of those places. That 
will also help erase any 
doubts about whether 
she’s flying alone.

The Shark is too 
small for long-distance 
flying over the Atlantic 
and Pacific oceans. For 
the crossing over the At-
lantic, Rutherford will fly 
up through Europe and 
over Greenland. She’ll 
head down through the 
United States, then back 
up to Alaska to cross the 
Pacific. From there, she’ll 
head across Asia back to 
Europe.

The men’s record for 
a solo round the world 
flight is held by 18-year-
old Travis Ludlow from 
Britain. Rutherford 
hopes that by narrowing 
the gap from 12 years 
to just one, she’ll show 
other young women and 
girls that the sky’s the 
limit when it comes to 
making their own mark 
on the history of aviation.

Injured in Haiti’s quake continue 
to show up at hospitals

L’ASILE, Haiti (AP): The 
problems in Haiti may be 
summed up by the public 
hospital in L’Asile, deep in a 
remote stretch of country-
side in the nation’s south-
west area. Here, a full four 
days after a powerful earth-
quake hit this region the 
hardest, people are still show-
ing up from isolated villages 
with broken arms and legs.

Hospital director SonelF-
evry said five such patients 
showed up Tuesday, the same 
day officials raised the disas-
ter’s death toll by more than 
500. Grinding poverty, poor 
roads and faith in natural 
medicine all conspire to make 
the problems worse.

“We do what we can, re-
move the necrotized tissue 
and give them antibiotics and 
try to get them a splint,” Fevry 
said, adding that road access 
to the facility in the depart-
ment of Nippes is difficult and 
not everyone can make it.

Haiti’s Civil Protection 
Agency increased the number 
of fatalities from Saturday’s 
earthquake to 1,941. It also 
raised the number of injured 
to 9,900, many of whom have 
had to wait for medical help 
lying outside in wilting heat 
and riding out a storm Mon-
day night that brought heavy 
rains and wind gusts.

The countryside was 
worse hit by the quake, per-
haps, than the cities, but news 
is only slowly trickling out. 
The whole obstetrics, pedi-
atric and operating wing at 
the L’Asile hospital collapsed, 
though everyone made it out. 
Despite the collapse, the hos-
pital was able to treat about 
170 severely injured quake 
victims in improvised tents in 
the facility’s yard.

The nearby countryside 
was devastated: In one 10-
mile (16-kilometer) stretch 
not a single house, church, 
store or school was left stand-
ing.

Surprisingly, some of the 
traditional, old style wood-
and-pressed-mud homes of-
fered their inhabitants a bet-
ter chance of survival as their 
tin roofs remained standing, 
even after their relatively light 
walls crumbled. But tradition-
al knowledge was not serving 
Haiti well in a medical sense.

“We know that many of us 
Haitians prefer to remain at 
home and treat themselves 
with leaves and natural rem-
edies,” Fevry said, further 
delaying their arrival at hos-
pitals.

Officials said the mag-
nitude 7.2 earthquake de-
stroyed more than 7,000 
homes and damaged nearly 
5,000, leaving about 30,000 
families homeless. Hospitals, 
schools, offices and churches 
also were demolished or bad-
ly damaged.

Rain and wind from Tropi-
cal Storm Grace raised the 
threat of mudslides and flash 
flooding as the system slowly 

passed over southwestern 
Haiti’s Tiburon Peninsula be-
fore heading toward Jamaica 
and southeastern Cuba. The 
storm forced a temporary halt 
to search and rescue efforts, 
feeding growing anger and 
frustration among thousands 
who were left homeless.

Bodies continued to be 
pulled from the rubble in 
southwestern Haiti. In the 
community of Les Cayes, the 
smell of death hung heavily 
over a pancaked, three-story 
apartment building. A simple 
bed sheet covered the body of 
a 3-year-old girl that firefight-
ers had found an hour earlier.

Neighbor Joseph Boyer 
said he knew the girl’s family.

“The mother and father 
are in the hospital, but all 
three kids died,” he said. The 
bodies of the other two sib-
lings were found earlier.

Illustrating the lack of gov-
ernment presence, volunteer 
firefighters from the nearby 
city of Cap-Haitien left the 

girl’s body out in the rain be-
cause there were no police of-
ficers, who had to be present 
for a body to be taken away.

A throng of angry, shout-
ing men gathered in front of the 
collapsed building, a sign that 
patience was running out for 
people who have waited days 
for help from the government.

The head of the Civil Pro-
tection Agency, Jerry Chan-
dler, acknowledged the situa-
tion. Earthquake assessments 
had to be paused because of 
the heavy rain, “and people are 
getting aggressive,” Chandler 
said. Haiti is the Western Hemi-
sphere’s poorest nation. Resi-
dents already were struggling 
with the coronavirus pandemic, 
gang violence, worsening pov-
erty and the July 7 assassination 
of President JovenelMoïse when 
the quake hit.

Etzer Emile, a Haitian 
economist and professor at 
Quisqueya University, a pri-
vate institution in the capital 
of Port-au-Prince, said the 

earthquake’s impacts will 
almost certainly result in 
even more long-term poverty 
for the country’s struggling 
southwest region. Political in-
stability and gang criminality 
along the southern roads into 
the region have particularly 
hobbled economic activity in 
recent years.

“The earthquake has just 
given a fatal blow to a regional 
economy already on its knees 
for about two-and-a-half 
years” Emile said in an email.

Dependence on remittanc-
es from abroad and assistance 
from international non-gov-
ernmental groups will only 
accelerate, he said, likely mak-
ing Haiti even weaker.

“Foreign aid unfortunately 
never helps in the long term. 
The southwest needs instead 
activities that can boost eco-
nomic capacity for jobs and 
better social conditions,” he 
said. Foreign aid has already 
begun to arrive.

Sarah Charles, assistant 

administrator for the U.S. 
Agency for International De-
velopment’s Bureau for Hu-
manitarian Assistance, said 
its disaster response teams 
were forced to suspend op-
erations as the storm arrived 
Monday, but members were 
back Tuesday to assess its im-
pact and continue helping.

“We do not anticipate that 
the death toll related to this 
earthquake will be anywhere 
near the 2010 earthquake, 
where more than 200,000 
people were killed,” Charles 
told reporters.

The U.S. military’s South-
ern Command said it was 
moving eight helicopters from 
Honduras to Haiti. Three U.S. 
Coast Guard helicopters had 
already assisted in life-saving 
transports and moved 17,350 
pounds of cargo. A U.S. Navy 
amphibious warfare ship, the 
USS Arlington, was expected 
to head for Haiti on Wednes-
day with a surgical team and 
landing craft.

Malaysia king says new PM must swiftly seek confidence vote
KUALA LUMPUR, Ma-
laysia (AP):  Malay-
sia’s king said Wednes-
day that the new prime 
minister he picks must 
swiftly seek a confidence 
vote in Parliament after 
a deadline for all law-
makers to submit the 
names of their preferred 
candidates to the palace 
passed.

Based on the law-
makers’ choices, King 
Sultan Abdullah Sultan 
Ahmad Shah said he will 
pick a candidate he be-
lieves has majority sup-
port, but this must then 
be tested in Parliament. 
He is to meet with eight 
other Malay state rulers 
on Friday to discuss the 
decision.

The monarch has 
ruled out a new general 
election because many 
parts of the country are 
COVID-19 red zones 
and health facilities are 
inadequate. Muhyid-
dinYassin, who resigned 
as prime minister on 
Monday after losing the 
backing of a majority in 
Parliament, has been ap-
pointed caretaker leader 
until a successor is se-
lected.

Sultan Abdullah, who 
met with political party 
leaders on Tuesday, said 
he urged lawmakers to 
unite and halt the bick-
ering that has disrupted 
the country’s adminis-
tration for months amid 

a worsening coronavirus 
outbreak.

The new leader “must 
work in hand with those 
who lost and all parties 
should be prepared to 
work as a team,” the king 
said in a statement. “In 
other words, the winner 
does not win it all while 
the losers do not lose it 
all.”

Muhyiddin departed 
after less than 18 months 
in office amid infight-
ing in his alliance and 
mounting public anger 
over what was widely 
perceived as his govern-
ment’s poor handling of 
the pandemic. Malaysia 
has one of the world’s 
highest infection rates 
and deaths per capita, 
despite a seven-month 

state of emergency and a 
lockdown since June.

Malaysia reported a 
record 22,242 new cases 
on Wednesday, bringing 
its total to 1.46 million. 
Deaths have surged to 
more than 13,000.

The king’s role is 
largely ceremonial in Ma-
laysia, but he appoints 
the person he believes 
has majority support in 
Parliament as prime min-
ister.

The race appeared to 
have been whittled down 
to two main candidates: 
former Deputy Prime 
Minister Ismail Sabri and 
opposition leader Anwar 
Ibrahim.

Muhyiddin appointed 
Ismail as his deputy in 
July in a bid to ease ten-

sions with the United 
Malays National Orga-
nization, the biggest 
party in his alliance. Is-
mail then led a faction in 
UMNO that defied a party 
order to pull support for 
the government. In the 
end, 15 UMNO lawmak-
ers withdrew, causing 
the government which 
had a razor-thin majority 
to collapse.

Ismail, 61, appeared 
to be the frontrunner 
for the job after UMNO’s 
38 lawmakers report-
edly agreed to set aside 
differences at a meting 
late Tuesday and back 
him as their candidate. 
Muhyiddin’s party and 
several others in his al-
liance have also voiced 
their support.

UMNO secretary-
general Ahmad Maslan 
tweeted that “only one 
name will be sent as 
Prime Minister nomi-
nee,” that of Ismail. An-
other lawmaker, Azalina 
Othman, told local media 
that Ismail is believed 
to be able to muster the 
backing of at least 111 
lawmakers, the number 
needed for a simple ma-
jority.

It appears tough for 
Anwar, 74, to reach 111 
votes. His three-party al-
liance has 88 lawmakers 
and if all smaller opposi-
tion parties back him, he 
would still only have 105 
votes.

Anwar was due to 
succeed then-Prime Min-
ister Mahathir Mohamad 
before their reformist 
alliance collapsed in Feb-
ruary 2020, sparked by 
the withdrawal of Muhy-
iddin’s party. Muhyid-
din then formed a new 
government with cor-
ruption-tainted UMNO, 
which was ousted in 
2018 elections, and sev-
eral other parties.

If Ismail wins, it will 
essentially restore the 
rule of Muhyiddin’s alli-
ance. Some analysts said 
Ismail would be a poor 
choice because he is as-
sociated with the failings 
of Muhyiddin’s govern-
ment. “He carries the 
baggage of a ‘failed gov-
ernment.’  
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FEELIN' BLUE! The actress, Vanessa Hudgensis spotted 
looking happy after a workout class in West Hollywood.
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EtCETERA

Aries:
Aries, you’re being asked to play the role of the Great 
Balancer and the peacemaker. Nothing can be achieved 
by going to war. Nothing at all. And the destruction you 
witnessed previously is enough to make you surrender 
your weapons this time around. So, let the anger serve 
as a fuel for spiritual development and inner transforma-
tion as you remember the mantra ‘this too shall pass’.
Tip: Let the anger serve as a fuel for spiritual develop-
ment.
Taurus:
The trouble is, we tend to put ourselves in boxes. We 
define our identity on the basis of what we are creating 
in our external reality. But, this is not who we are on a 
soul level. On a soul level we are free, and unbound by 
the rules of Maya. What the cards are urging you to do 
today: see yourself as a radiant beam of light. Recognise 
the true essence of who you are as you allow yourself to 
claim your truth. Remember, you are a part of the Divine 
Consciousness and the Divine Consciousness is danc-
ing the dance of life through you.
Tip: It’s time for some soul searching, Taurus.
Gemini:
If you wanted to make excuses, you would find plenty of 
them, Gemini. But, the truth is, you’re learning to control 
the oscillation of your own monkey mind and focus on 

what’s important here, aka your spiritual growth and de-
velopment. Wednesday sees you prioritising the rituals 
and practices that make you feel good on a soul level 
as you remember that you are but a part of the Divine 
Consciousness.
Tip: Set some time aside for your spiritual practices.
Cancer:
Cancer, you’re in this world, but not of it. Yet, every now 
and then, you let your external reality come in the way 
of your soulful pursuits. Wednesday is bringing with itself 
the reminder to find a balance. To fulfil your duties and 
responsibilities in the world but also prioritise your spiri-
tual practices. Word for the wise: set some time aside 
for the rituals that bring you joy as you surrender to the 
cosmic rhythm.
Tip: Find a balance between the material and the spiri-
tual.
Leo:
Leo, you’re being asked to get your inner neat freak on 
and organise like a boss. This includes both your home 
and your studio. The simple act of decluttering and reor-
ganising will help you focus on what really matters and up 
your productivity game many times over. If you’re dealing 
with a creative block, that’s okay too. Remember, taking 
your attention away from the problem will actually help 
you gain the perspective you need right now.

Tip: Get your inner neat freak on and organise like a 
boss!
Virgo:
You’re swimming in deep psychic waters today and you 
feel like the mysterious forces are one with you. So, pay 
attention to the guidance you are receiving from the un-
seen realms. They may or may not make sense to your 
logical mind, but they are helping you gain a deeper un-
derstanding of your soul purpose. Some of you may feel 
drawn towards the Occult and the esoteric as well. Work-
ing with a mentor you trust could help you gain newer 
insights on the given subject.
Tip: You’re swimming in deep psychic waters.
Libra:
An affirmation you want to repeat all of this week, Libra: "I 
am ready to reach my fullest potential. I am ready to grow 
and expand. I am ready to unlock the next level of my life. 
I'm ready, I'm ready, I'm ready!" It's time to recognise your 
power and potential as a co-creator. It’s time to pursue 
what other people perceive as impossible. You’ve been 
preparing for this big change for a while now. So, don’t be 
afraid to claim centre stage, baby!
Tip: It's time to unlock the next level of your life.
Scorpio:
There comes a point in everybody’s life when they can 
continue to live a mundane existence or follow their true 

calling. Three words, Scorpio: Answer the call. Dance 
with life. The butterflies in your stomach are reminding 
you that some choices are worth risking everything for. 
Some of you may feel like you have to part ways with 
all things familiar in order to step into the change, and 
that's okay. Letting go is a part of the process, one that 
will ultimately liberate you from the old cycles.
Tip: Dance with life.
Sagittarius:
What if we said you’re the only one standing in your way, 
Sagittarius? You’ve been going back and forth on this de-
cision for a while now, and it’s only halting your progress. 
So trust your instinct and make a bold move. As you do, 
release the need to ‘perfect’ at all times. Nothing will liber-
ate you like approaching everything in life with the spirit 
of play.
Tip: Think less, act more.
Capricorn:
What’s that one thing you’re avoiding the most? That 
god-awful thing you wish you didn’t have to deal with? 
Get that out of the way first thing, Capricorn, so you don’t 
give it any more power over you. As such, work and ca-
reer are taking centre stage at this time. You are feeling 
like the most ambitious version of yourself, and ready to 
take on the impossible. PS: Yes, this means turning chal-
lenging situations in your favour.

Tip: You’re feeling like the most ambitious version of 
yourself.
Aquarius:
You’ve spent too much time hiding under that cloak of 
invisibility. You’ve spent too much time being somebody 
you’re not. The week ahead sees you owning all parts 
of you, including the ones you have been shamed for. A 
sexual revolution is on the cards, Aquarius. In the realm 
of work, you’re being asked to maintain a certain degree 
of secrecy. Not everything is meant to be shared with the 
world outside. For now, dedicate yourself to the hustle as 
you keep your long-term goals in mind.
Tip: It's time to own the parts of you that you have been 
shamed for.
Pisces:
If you feel like somebody is going behind your back or 
trying to malign you in some way (despite what the evidence 
shows you), they probably are. You’ve got to trust your in-
stinct on this one, Pisces. At the same time, remind yourself 
that you’re in charge here and you get to decide what has 
power over you and what does not. In the realm of work, 
adopt ‘patience’ and ‘persistence’ as your power words. 
Keep showing up for what you love despite the perceived 
challenges and know that victory will ultimately be yours.
Tip: You get to decide what has power over you and what 
does not.
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Netflix announces new anthology film from AshwinyIyer 
tiwari, abhishek chaubey and saket chaudhary

Mumbai, Aug 18 (PTI): Streaming gi-
ant Netflix on Wednesday announced its 
new anthology, "Ankahi Kahaniya", set 
to release on September 17.

Chronicling "three un-
heard and untold tales of love", 
the anthology is directed by 
filmmakers AshwinyIyerTi-
wari, AbhishekChaubey and 
SaketChaudhary. Producer 
Ronnie Screwvala's banner 
RSVP Movies has produced 
the anthology. "AnkahiKah-
aniya" stars an ensemble cast 
of Abhishek Banerjee, Zoya-
Hussain, KunalKapoor, Nikhil 
Dwivedi, Palomi, RinkuRajgu-
ru and DelzadHiwale.

According to a statement 
by the streamer, IyerTiwari's 
short film will blur "the lines 
between reality and fantasy". 
It stars Banerjee with story 
credited to Piyush Gupta, 
Shreyas Jain and NiteshTiwari.

"With every story I want to challenge 
myself as a storyteller and create varied 
emotional connections between the 
viewers and the characters that will last 
in their minds for a while.

"I hope with this story I can capti-
vate the imagination of movie lovers 
with questions of untold and unan-
swered emotions every human goes 
through. I am very glad that our story 
will reach the world with Netflix belief 
and impact," the "Panga" helmer said 
in a statement. Based on the Kannada 

Story "Madhyantara" by JayantKaikini, 
Chaubey's segment features "Sairat" 
star Rajguru and Hiwale.

The director, known for acclaimed 

films like "Sonchiriya", "Udta Punjab" 
and "DedhIshqiya", said his film is set in 
the 1980s Mumbai and explores young 
love in the world of single screen theatres. 
"When you're young and caged in Mum-
bai, looking for love's a sweet escape. And 
what's better than finding it at the movies, 
however fleetingly? This one's especially 
close to my heart. And I'm really excited 
for everyone to watch it," he said.

Chaudhary's short film features Ka-
poor, Hussain, Dwivedi and Palomi.

The story is penned by Zeenat-
Lakhani and Chaudhary, known for di-

recting the 2017 Irrfan Khan-starrer 
"Hindi Medium".

"Love stories have always been one 
of my favourite genres. It is a pleasure 

to be a part of AnkahiKahaniya's thriv-
ing story theme. It was great working 
alongside a talented set of directors and 
collaborating with Netflix for this an-
thology," Chaudhary said. PratikshaRao, 
Director of Films and Licensing at Netf-
lix India, said the team is thrilled to an-
nounce "AnkahiKahaniyan."

"These unexpected love stories are 
brought to life by incredibly talented 
filmmakers, cast and crew, and we can't 
wait to bring it to our members," she 
added. The anthology is produced by 
Ronnie Screwvala and AshiDua Sara.

pratik gandhi-starrer 'Dedh 
Bigha Zameen' goes on floors

Prithviraj sukumaran, 
manju Warrier to 
star in malayalam 
movie 'kaapa'
Mumbai, Aug 18 (PTI): South star 
PrithvirajSukumaran on Wednesday 
announced his latest Malayalam film, 
"Kaapa", co-starring actor Manju-
Warrier.

The film will be helmed by cinema-
tographer-turned-director Venu and 
penned by G R Indugopan, credited with 
its story, screenplay and dialogues.

Billed as a story of Kerala's capi-
tal Thiruvananthapuram, "Kaapa" also 
stars Asif Ali and Anna Ben.

Taking to Twitter, Prithviraj shared 
an official announcement teaser of the 
film and said that he is "privileged" to be 
a part of it.

"Privileged to be part of 'Kaapa- The 
Ring of Death!' #FEFKA Writers Union 
and #TheatreOfDreams Production. A 
story out of my city... Thiruvanantha-
puram," the 38-year-old actor tweeted.

South superstars Mohanlal and 
Mammootty launched the motion post-
er of "Kaapa", which is presented by 
FEFKA (Film Employees Federation of 
Kerala) Writers Union.

"Here's the motion poster of 'KAA-
PA', directed by Venu, starring Prithvira-
jSukumaran, Asif Ali, ManjuWarrier, and 
Anna Ben. This is a venture initiated by 
FEFKA Writers Union and I wish them 
all the very best," Mammootty and Mo-
hanlal wrote on their respective social 
media handles.

"Kaapa" is backed by DolwinKuria-
kose, Jinu V Abhraham and Dileesh Nair.

The film is reportedly based on the 
Kerala Anti-social Activities (Preven-
tion) Act, popularly called as KAAPA.

The film's music will be composed 
by Justin Varghese.

Prithviraj is currently seen in the 
Amazon Prime Video thriller "Kuruthi".

r. Kelly due back in court for 
opening of sex-abuse trial

NEW YORK (AP): R&B star R. Kelly will 
be back in a criminal court on Wednes-
day, this time for opening statements in 
his long-anticipated federal trial arising 
from years of allegations that he sexu-
ally abused women and girls while pur-
suing fame and fortune.

More than a decade has passed since 
Kelly was acquitted in a 2008 child por-
nography case in Chicago. It 
was a reprieve that allowed 
his music career to continue 
until the #MeToo era caught 
up with him, emboldening 
alleged victims to come for-
ward. The women’s stories 
got wide exposure with the 
Lifetime documentary “Sur-
viving R. Kelly.” The series 
explored how an entourage 
of supporters protected Kelly 
and silenced his victims for 
decades, foreshadowing a federal rack-
eteering conspiracy case that landed in 
Kelly in jail in 2019.

Prosecutors in Brooklyn have lined 
up multiple female accusers — mostly 
referred to in court as “Jane Does” — 
and cooperating former associates who 
have never spoken publicly before about 
their experiences with Kelly. They’re 
expected to offer testimony about how 
Kelly’s managers, bodyguards and other 
employees helped him recruit women 
and girls — and sometimes boys — for 
sexual exploitation. They say the group 
selected victims at concerts and other 
venues and arranged for them to travel 
to see Kelly in the New York City area 
and elsewhere, in violation of the Mann 
Act, the 1910 law that made it illegal to 
“transport any woman or girl” across 
state lines “for any immoral purpose.”

When the women and girls arrived at 
their lodgings, a member of Kelly’s en-

tourage would set down rules about not 
speaking to each other, how they should 
dress and how they needed permission 
from Kelly before eating or going to the 
bathroom, prosecutors say. Also, they al-
legedly were required to call him “Dad-
dy.” Defense lawyers have countered 
by saying Kelly’s alleged victims were 
groupies who turned up at his shows 

and made it known they “were dying to 
be with him.” The women only started 
accusing him of abuse years later when 
public sentiment shifted against him, 
they said.

Kelly, 54, is perhaps best known for 
his smash hit “I Believe I Can Fly,” a 1996 
song that became an inspirational an-
them played at school graduations, wed-
dings, advertisements and elsewhere.

An anonymous jury made up of 
seven men and five women have been 
sworn in to hear the case. The trial, com-
ing after several delays due mostly to 
the pandemic, will unfold under corona-
virus precautions restricting the press 
and the public to overflow courtrooms 
with video feeds.

The New York case is only part of the 
legal peril facing the singer, born Robert 
Sylvester Kelly. He also has pleaded not 
guilty to sex-related charges in Illinois 
and Minnesota.

Mumbai, Aug 18 (PTI): Actor Pratik Gandhi's 
upcoming family drama "DedhBighaZameen" 
on Wednesday started production in Jhansi, 
Uttar Pradesh. The film is backed by Bhushan 
Kumar, Krishan Kumar, Shaailesh R Singh and 
filmmaker Hansal Mehta, who had directed 
Gandhi in his breakout series "Scam 1992".

Set in a small town of Uttar Pradesh, the 
family drama follows the story of a "dignified 
struggle of a common man" to win his land 
back. It is being helmed by Pulkit, the direc-
tor of RajkummarRao-starrer series "Bose: 
Dead or Alive". The official Twitter handle 
of Bhushan Kumar's T-Series posted the first 
look poster of the film.

"Fighting for what's rightfully his. Pre-

senting the first look poster of #DedhBig-
haZameen. Shoot commences today in Jhan-
si," the tweet read.

Gandhi took to Instagram and posted pic-
tures from the first day of shoot.

"New story, new character and new be-
ginning," the 41-year-old actor wrote. Mehta 
wrote on Twitter, "Some of my favourite peo-
ple are on a mission! Presenting the first look 
poster of #DedhBighaZameen. Shoot com-
mences today in Jhansi."

"DedhBighaZameen" also stars Khushali 
Kumar, who recently finished shooting for her 
debut film, a psychological thriller, in which 
stars alongside R Madhavan and Aparshak-
tiKhurana.


