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SUMMIT REPORT
G , 19 A :

Among the books and reports released by 
Chief Minister Pawan Chamling on Inde-

pendence Day was the long-awaited Sikkim 
Tourism Policy 2018. 

The Sikkim Tourism Policy, a press com-
muniqué informs, is grounded on the guid-
ing principles of environmental sustainabil-
ity, cultural integrity, equity inclusiveness 
and social justice, and athithi devo bhava 
with a vision to make Sikkim “a highly val-
ued responsible tourism destination with 
tourism contributing signi icantly to the 
state economy while conserving its natural 
and cultural heritage.” 

Drafted by WWF-India and Ecotourism 
and Conservation Society of Sikkim (ECOSS), 
the policy document commissioned by the 
Tourism and Civil Aviation Department, is 
an outcome of a long participatory process 
comprising of a series of brainstorming and 
successive meetings with the tourism stake-
holders, scholars, experts and of icers from 
various line departments, it is explained. 

A draft of  the Tourism Policy was also 
put up for comments on the Tourism De-
partment’s website to seek inputs from the 
public at large, and the suggestions were re-
viewed and incorporated into the inal draft. 
The National Tourism Policy 2002 and the 
tourism policies of other states were also 
consulted while preparing the draft. 

Tourism in Sikkim has seen tremendous 
growth in the past few decades with to-
tal tourist arrivals reaching 14.25 lakhs in 
2017. 

The policy was felt necessary because 
having come this far, an urgent need was felt 
to look into future growth and the direction of 
tourism in the state for the next few decades. 

Sikkim’s need for a sustainable tourism 
policy had been expressed by Tourism Min-
ister Ugen T Gyatso and Lok Sabha MP PD 
Rai at a stakeholders’ workshop on sustain-
able tourism held way back in 2014 by WWF 
and ECOSS. 

Work on the policy commenced in 2015 
when a steering committee was formed by 
the Department of Tourism and Civil Avi-
ation comprising of representatives of the 
tourism industry and the Department and 
was spearheaded by WWF and ECOSS.. 

The key goals of the policy are: Devel-
oping tourism as a key sector in Sikkim’s 
economy; Promoting low impact sustain-
able tourism; Making Sikkim a prime round 
the year destination for nature, adventure 
and culture based tourism within India 
and globally; Ensuring tourism bene its are 

broad based to support local, social and eco-
nomic development and also ensure social 
justice; ensuring all tourism infrastructure 
and services shall be of the best standards 
and quality delivering a consistent high level 
of satisfaction and hospitality to tourists. 

In terms of tourism products, the policy 
has recommended focus on the following 
sectors:

a) Conventional leisure based tourism, 
b) Nature based tourism or Ecotourism c) 
Adventure based tourism d) Culture based 
tourism & village homestays e) Religion 
based tourism f) MICE tourism (Meetings 
Incentives, Events, Conferences and Exhibi-
tions) and g) Health and Wellness Tourism

In order to achieve the vision and goals 
of the policy a set of objectives and strategies 

T , A  
19 (PTI): Thousands of people 
in lood-hit areas in Kerala are 
battling all odds to survive as 
the death toll has touched 197 
in the past 10 days in the second 
spell of monsoon fury since Au-
gust 8.

Many are still stranded in 
their homes with no food and 
sheaths of water around them at 
various places in Alapuzha, Thris-
sur and Ernakulam districts.

The maximum death toll has 
been reported from Idukki dis-
trict, where 43 people have lost 
their lives so far, as per of icial 
estimates.

Twenty eight deaths were 
reported in Malappuram and 27 
in Thrissur.

At Chengannur in Alapu-
zha district, at least 5,000 are 
stranded, according to revenue 
of icials.

Over six lakh people are in 
relief camps across the state.

“This is a second birth for 
us. We did not have any food for 
the last four days and there was 
neck deep water all around,” 
said a woman survivor in a relief 
camp at Ranni in Pathanamthit-
ta district.

A woman at Aranmula near 
Alapuzha said they had not had 
any food or water for two days.

Many people are still strand-
ed as they prefer to be in their 
homes.

At Paravur in Ernakulam 
district, six persons are said to 
have been killed as a portion of a 
church collapsed on Wednesday 
night.

At least 600 are stranded in 
the church and no help has come 
from any quarter so far, an an-
gry survivor in chest deep water 
told a television channel.

“There is no food or drinking 
water... no one has so far come to 
help us.”

However, there is no of icial 
con irmation about the deaths 
of the six persons in the church 
so far.

Agriculture minister V S 
Sunil Kumar said at least 42 
villages in Kole wetlands in 
Thrissur were inundated after 
the Karivannur river changed 
its course following breach of a 
bund road.

Over 2 lakh people in Thris-
sur district are in relief camps, 
he said.

In some relief, Kochi Naval 
airport will start operating com-

mercial lights from tomorrow.
This was due to closure of 

the Kochi International airport 
till August 26 following looding 
of the runway and airport areas 
in the heavy rains.

The railways have cancelled 
at least 18 trains, partially can-
celled nine and diverted to-
day’s Kanyakumari-Mumbai 
CST express train via Nagercoil, 
Tirunelveli, Madurai, Dindigul 
and Erode.

With several stretches across 
the state being destroyed, the 
services of the Kerala State 
Transport Corporation and pri-
vate buses has also been affected.

Along with personnel of the 
Army, Navy, Air Force, Coast 
Guard and the NDRF, hundreds 
of ishermen and local people 
are engaged in relief operations.

A young of icer safely winched 

to safety a baby from a building 
marooned by lood waters yes-
terday, while at another place girl 
students from a hostel were res-
cued in a similar manner.

A 24-year-old man, who res-
cued his mother and siblings af-
ter their home was fully looded, 
lost his life as he tripped and 
fell into the fast lowing waters 
while helping his aged father.

His body was recovered yes-
terday. His father, who held on to 
a fallen tree branch, was saved 
from the lood water.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi had undertaken an aeri-
al survey of some of the lood 
affected regions yesterday and 
reviewed the situation.

The Centre had sanctioned 
Rs 500 crore as immediate as-
sistance to the state.

Thousands still waiting to be rescued
in rain-battered Kerala

A Sikkim Tourism Policy, inally
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Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha party president, 

PS Tamang [Golay], today 
alleged political pressure 
and interference in the 
State administration. He 
further contended that 
government of icials and 
employees have been 
working in an environ-
ment of fear and sup-
pression and were not 
being able to work freely 
as per their capacities.

Mr Tamang was 
speaking at the inaugu-
ration of SKM zonal party 
of ice here at Lall Bazaar 
under Arithang constitu-
ency today. 

Also on the occasion, 
123 families from differ-
ent constituencies joined 
the SKM. SKM also raised 
a sum of Rs 23,240 from 
party workers and sup-
porters during the pro-
gramme as relief support 
for lood victims in Kerala.

In his address, Mr Ta-
mang thanked the party 
workers and supporters 
for strengthening SKM 
during his absence when 
he was in prison for the 
past year serving time for 
a corruption conviction. 

He urged party work-
ers to continue with their 
task to “liberate” the peo-
ple from all bondages at 
the grassroot level. 

“I was conspired 
against and put into jail 
to kill our movement, 

but I am really happy and 
satis ied that our move-
ment grew even stronger 
in my absence. Now, im-
mense love and support 
of the people has illed 
me with new energy to 
work more for the peo-
ple,” he shared.

Mr Tamang stated 
that SKM does not de-
pend on a single person 
and this was proven 
over the past year and 
stressed that the party 
believes in teamwork 
which is why “all con-
spiracies of the ruling 
party failed”. 

“I am happy to see the 
lakhs of PS Golays have 
been born in the State to 
take our Kranti forward,” 
he said. 

While congratulating 
the party workers and 
supporters for strength-
ening the party in his ab-
sence, he expressed that 
no power will now stop 
SKM from forming the 
government in 2019.

Mr Tamang went on 
to accuse the SDF of re-
sorting to manipulative 

gimmicks instead of poli-
tics of ideology. He lashed 
out saying that the ruling 
party has been indulging 
in politics of statues just 
to play with the emotions 
of the people for its own 
political bene its. “If SDF 
party is really concerned 
and wants to give respect 
to these people then it 
should take care of their 
family members,” he said.

While accusing the 
Chief Minister of making 
false announcements in 
his speeches, the SKM 
president asserted that  
the CM should not only 
limit his announcements 
to speeches but also fol-
low up with work on 
ground. 

Referring to the CM’s 
statement on Nepali 
seats, he asserted that if 
the CM was really con-
cerned about the Sik-
kimese Nepali then SDF 
should pass a resolution 
for Nepali seats in the 
State Assembly and send 
it to the Centre. 

Mr Tamang accused 

SKM OPENS ZONAL OFFICE AT LALL BAZAAR

Golay lashes out, alleges
undue political pressure 

on govt employees

turn to pg02
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 SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES
 DEAR ZEAL EVENING

 Draw No:1 DrawDate on:19/08/18
 1st Prize Rs.26.06 Lakhs/- 82G 11617
 Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 11617 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
 2nd Prize Rs.9000/-
 10927 18674 25846 33510 34121
 37244 51339 75159 80231 94752
 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0375 1956 3760 6479 6510 7528 7860 7875 8260 9806
 4th Prize Rs.250/- 0222 0287 0550 1215 5812 6300 6934 7688 9633 9913
 5th Prize Rs.120/-
 0019 0112 0259 0386 0440 0622 0660 0720 0779 0973
 1092 1309 1319 1385 1714 1718 1723 1725 1868 1968
 1990 2301 2338 2354 2356 2375 2552 2565 2608 2613
 2826 3172 3198 3313 3332 3349 3560 3583 3617 3730
 3789 3981 3990 3995 4013 4078 4152 4250 4468 4683
 4789 4869 4878 4958 5165 5210 5290 5341 5423 5553
 5648 5705 5738 5795 5839 6263 6375 6631 6746 6748
 6822 6846 7016 7082 7107 7303 7310 7539 8136 8247
 8258 8682 8803 8943 8948 9039 9194 9195 9283 9459
 9479 9495 9575 9614 9705 9746 9790 9823 9946 9963
Issued by :
The Director ,Sikkim State Lotteries,
Government Of Sikkim ,Deorali - 737102 ,Sikkim
Please Visit : www.sikkimlotteries.com

KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE 

have been laid out that 
emphasise on establish-
ing and strengthening 
institutional structures 
to promote, manage and 
implement responsible 
tourism in Sikkim. 

The policy also talks 
about enhancing the 
skills and capacity for 
quality service delivery 
in tourism sector and 
seeks to bring syner-
gy between the various 
training and capacity 
building efforts that are 
underway in the state 
through different agen-
cies, and to provide uni-
form training modules 
through concerted ef-
forts of all stakeholders. 
Promoting standards and 
certi ication for the tour-
ism industry is another 
important objective that 
the policy includes, look-
ing at all sectors of the 
industry from hotels to 
homestays, travel opera-
tors, guides, drivers, etc. 

The policy also spells 
out modalities for man-
aging tourism destina-
tions, infrastructure and 
amenities created by the 
department, and strong-
ly recommends carrying 
capacity exercises for 

certain ecologically sen-
sitive areas that are fast 
developing as mass tour-
ist destinations. The pol-
icy further recommends 
that the state should look 
at high value and high 
quality tourism products 
to have lower impact on 
these areas, which has 
also been recommended 
in the Sikkim EcoTour-
ism Policy earlier. 

Ensuring strategic 
and sustained market-
ing and publicity for the 
state is also a strong fo-
cus of the policy as well 
as promoting enabling 
environment for local 
tourism stakeholders. 

Overall the policy 
also seeks to facilitate in-
ter-sectoral coordination 
and convergence with all 
other relevant depart-
ments, and to that end 
the establishment of the 
Inter- Departmental Co-
ordination Committee as 
mandated by the National 
Tourism Policy shall be 
the irst step towards pol-
icy implementation. 

The policy document 
can be accessed at the 
Departments’ website at 
http://www.sikkimtour-
ism.gov.in/Webforms/
General/Default.aspx .

A Sikkim Tourism Policy...
contd from pg01
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A review meeting of Sikkim 
Summit 2018 and thanks-

giving programme was orga-
nized by EIECOS here yester-
day, a press release informs.

The meeting was chaired 
by Lok Sabha MP, PD Rai, in the 
presence of chaireperson SCBC 

TN Sharma, Legal Advisor 
to the CM KT Galtyshen, and 
chairperson EIECOS Dr SK Rai.

In his welcome address, 
Dr Rai shared that the Sikkim 
Summit was successful and 
would go a long way towards 
the attainment of tribal sta-
tus for the eleven left-out in-
digenous communities.

He thanked all the EIECOS 
members and also thanked 
the MP for the conceptual-
ization of the entire Summit 
and also thanked the SCBC 
chairperson for the enor-
mous help along with all the 
of icials of SJWE Department.

Addressing the gathering, 
the Lok Sabha MP said that 

the idea behind Sikkim Sum-
mit had occurred during a 
visit of the delegation in the 
month of December 2017 and 
with EIECOS coordination, 
the Summit was initiated. 

Although earlier there 
were lots of apprehensions 
regarding several aspects of 
the event, these were eventu-

ally sorted out, he shared. 
The MP thanked the Chief 

Minister who was generous 
enough to attend the opening 
session of the summit and also 
thanked all Ministers and HODs. 
Lastly, he thanked all the EIECOS 
members for the great work.

Mr Sharma added that the 
Summit would de initely help 

attain tribal status for the left 
out communities of Sikkim 
and thanked all the members 
of EIECOS and of icials of dif-
ferent department.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Mr Gyaltsen remarked 
that during the Summit was 
a very satisfying experience. 
He was also one of the speak-

ers at the Summit.
The programme also in-

cluded the handing over of 
tokens of appreciation to all 
the contributors of  Sikkim 
Summit 2018. 

The programme was at-
tended by all the EIECOS 
members and of icials of So-
cial Justice Department.

EIECOS reviews Sikkim Summit, con ident it will help  attain tribal status for left-out communities

DENZONG SHERPA 
ASSOC REITERATES 
LAND PROTECTION 
BILL REJECTION, 
WANTS INCLUSION 
UNDER REVENUE 
ORDER NO. 1

BIKASH CHETTRI
R , 19 A : 

Denzong Sherpa Association 
(DSA) convened a coor-

dination meeting at Kewzing, 
South Sikkim, under Rabong 
constituency today.  

“The Sherpa community 
of the state rejects the Land 
Protection Bill passed by the 
Legislative Assembly and 
demands that our lands be 
brought under the protection 
of Revenue Order No. 1. We 
also demand that 5,000 acres 
of Sherpa land sold to other 
communities be returned 
to the Sherpas,” said Pasang 
Sherpa, the spokesperson of 
Denzong Sherpa Association.

He stressed that DSA reit-
erates its single-point demand 
of inclusion of Sherpa lands 
under Revenue Order No. 1 
like the Bhutia-Lepcha lands. 

He termed that Land Pro-

tection Bill, Sikkim Regulation 
of Transfer of Land Amend-
ment Bill, Bill No. 18 of 2018 
passed by the Assembly on 12 
July as a “forceful implementa-
tion of an unwelcome Bill” and 
rejected it as being against the 
interests of the Sherpa com-
munity of the State. 

He further stressed that 
as per historical facts and ev-
idence, the term ‘Bhutia’ was 
not a single caste or communi-
ty, but a group of communities 
which includes Sherpas, hence 
the Sherpas are also part of the 
Bhutia community and enti-

tled to Constitutional right be-
ing enjoyed by the Bhutias. 

He also alleged that Sher-
pas party representative had 
failed to speak up for the com-
munity in their time of need 
and warned that if the state 
government tries to alien-
ate the Sherpa community, a 
greater movement would be 
launched.  

Mr. Sherpa also added, “In a 
move to bring friction, hostility 
and animosity among Sherpas 
in Sikkim, the ruling SDF has 
planted one or two docile and 
submissive Sherpas to speak 

against the inclusion of Sher-
pas under Revenue Order No. 
1 at the Centre. Such nefarious 
activities of SDF seem to have 
the hidden agenda of wiping 
out the existence of Sherpa 
community in Sikkim. There-
fore, SDF government and 
party will be held responsible 
if any animosity or violence 
erupted out of their sinister 
design.” 

Sonam Gyatsho Sherpa, chief 
convenor of Sherpa Protection 
Forum (SPF), in his address, 
claimed that conspiracies to 
exclude the Sherpa community 

from the de inition of BL was 
being hatched and a demand to 
alienate the Sherpa community 
from BL has been placed with 
the central government. 

He added that the organiza-
tion will approach the Central 
government very soon with a 
demand seeking quashing of 
the Bill.

Lha Tshering Sherpa, the 
DSA president, in turn said 
that their movement is for 
protection of Sherpa lands and 
that DSA was an apolitical or-
ganisation and if some forces 
tries to give their movement 
a political colour, then DSA 
would ield its own candidates 
in the upcoming election. 

He contended that the 
Sherpa community has been 
denied their rights for the past 
100 years in Sikkim and it was 
time for the Sherpa community 
to unite in their ight for their 
rights in a democratic way.

The DSA will approach 
different Central government 
agencies regarding the issue, 
he added and that no one can 
stop the community from get-
ting their constitutional rights. 

Also today, advocate Yanji 
Phinasa was of icially appoint-
ed the legal advisor of Denzong 
Sherpa Association.

DSA wants Sherpa land sold to other
communities returned

SUMMIT REPORT
C  P , 19 A : A two-week long 
“Shreemada Bitak Charcha evam Bhagwad Katha” is 
currently underway at Shri Krishna Pranami Prart-
hana Bhawan at Central Pandem to mark the fourth 
centenary celebration of Mahamati Prannath ji. The 
congregation had commenced on 11 Aug is scheduled 
to conclude on 25 August 2018. Hundreds of devotees 
are attending the programme everyday  in rapt to the 
erudition of religious scholar Gopika Ghimirey.

Bhagwad Katha at 
Central Pendam

N  D , A  19 (PTI): The 
ministers of environment since 
2014 have been “ministers of ap-
proval”, said senior Congress lead-
er Jairam Ramesh, who held the 
portfolio during the UPA rule, and 
argued that the job of the minister 
was to protect the environment 
and “not necessarily clear propos-
als”.

Speaking at the launch of book 
“On Jim Corbett’s Trial: And Other 
tales from the Jungle”, written by 
country’s foremost conservation-
ist AJT Johnsingh, Ramesh added 
that if the present minister of en-
vironment’s “metric of success is 
based on the number of approvals 
he gave, then he is not doing his 
job”.

“Is there an environment min-
ister? I mean, from 2014, the min-
isters of environment have been 
ministers of approval. And if the 
minister of environment is going 
to give a press conference saying 
that I have cleared thousands and 
thousands of proposals... then he 
is not doing his job,” the former 
Union minister said.

Talking about the time when he 
was the minister of environment, 
he said that he always judged him-
self by the “number of questions 
asked, number of rejections, the 
number of impediments he put”, 
and not by the approvals he gave.

Ramesh was the minister of 
environment and forests from 
May 2009 to July 2011 in the Con-
gress-led government.

“It is a tough call and I think it 
is important to pick your battles 
if you want to win the larger war. 
I was minister of environment for 
26 months, if I had not taken the 
decisions that I took I would have 

lasted 60 months,” said Ramesh, 
adding that during his tenure 
more often that not his choice was 
in favour of conservation and pro-
tection only.

Underlining the battles, those 
he picked during his stint as the 
minister, he said one of the most 
celebrated one that he can remem-
ber was the protection of “Tado-
ba Andhari-Tiger Reserve (TATR) 
which was threatened by the pro-
posal of huge coal mine”.

The Tadoba national park is 
Maharashtra’s oldest and biggest 
national park.

“The coal mine was proposed 
for good whole decade, but then I 
went there and saw for myself the 
devastation that it will cause and 
put a stop to it... well, now it is back 
on the agenda.

“Then there were instances in 
Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh and Mad-
hya Pradesh. Numerous examples 
like this across the country. There 
were very few instance when I ac-
tually took a decision in favour of 
the project proponents,” he said.

Further, he claimed that very 
frequently the proponents for 
projects were governments them-

selves, centre or state, and not the 
private sector.

“They (governments) were the 
worst culprits in this regard,” he 
said.

He, however, did admit that 
there were instances when he had 
to make different choices.

“The fact is that you have to 
navigate both sides. There is a very 
large community of people who 
think that conservation is good in 
theory but when it comes to prac-
tice well we can postpone it for a 
while if it means more investment, 
more jobs, more industry.

“It is a tough call and you have 
to see for yourself what the issues 
are, what are the short term impli-
cation, and also what are the long 
term implications whether it is na-
tional highways, railways,” he said.

The 246-page book, published 
by Natraj publishers, is the au-
thor’s narration of his journey re-
tracing Jim Corbett’s tracks, which 
other than providing conversa-
tionist’s experiences and obser-
vations, also gives the readers a 
sense of the ecological change that 
is occurring in Indian forests and 
waterways.

Since 2014 ministers of
environment have become ministers

of ‘approval’: Jairam Ramesh

visit us at:  www.summittimes.com

the ruling party of nep-
otism and favouritism 
in appointment in gov-
ernment jobs. He also 
mocked the SDF govern-
ment as a “withdrawal 
government” for repeat-
edly withdrawing its 
own noti ications.

The SKM president 
also alleged political 
pressure and interfer-
ence in the State admin-
istration. He added that 
the State Vigilance has 
been used as a weapon 
just to instill fear in gov-
ernment employees. 

He added that despite 
many vigilance raids in 
the recent past, no charge 
sheets have been iled 
against anyone proving 
thereby that these were 
just weapons to scare 
government employees. 

He stated that the 
only chargesheet iled 
was against his wife and 
that too just for political 
revenge.  Mr Tamang al-
leged injustice and pres-
sure on the government 
employees and contend-
ed that the State gov-
ernment has not been 
working in the interest of 
government employees. 

“Due to political pres-
sure, victimization and 
political transfer, gov-
ernment employees have 
been coming to SKM par-
ty,” he said. 

“I am not a busi-
nessman politician who 
builds hotels in each new 
term. I have sacri iced 
everything for the people 
of the State. So vigilance 
and such action will not 
frighten or discourage 
us,” he expressed. 

He further accused the 
SDF party of politicizing 
sportspersons to meet 
their own political ends.  

He lashed out at the 
State government for 
poor services and facili-
ties in the health sector. 

He went on to state that 
the  Health Department 
is being run on the backs 
of doctors appointed on 
adhoc basis under the 
NHM scheme. On the 
same, he demanded that 
the government immedi-
ately regularise all adhoc 
doctors. 

He alleged that due to 
bad politics of the State 
government, all special-
ist doctors of Sikkim 
have been working in 
Siliguri. He announced 
that on the day of the 
forming the government, 
SKM would convert the 
CM’s of icial residence, 
Mintokgang, as into a 
Cancer Hospital and pro-
vide free treatment to 
patients there.

Mr Tamang also clar-
i ied that the SKM was 
not against the organic 
mission but was opposed 
to corruption in the 
name of organic farming. 
He added that everyone 
has been suffering due 
to this mission and only 
SIMFED and a handful of 
people have bene itted. 

He demanded the 
government to immedi-
ately provide salaries of 
at least Rs 20,000 to local 
youths working under 
this mission who have 
been paid poorly.

Earlier, the SKM act-
ing president, KN Lepcha, 
stated that SKM enjoys 
large support among the 
youth and women of Sik-
kim. He encouraged the 
party workers to work 
continuously to bring 
Parivartan and good gov-
ernance in the State. 

SKM chief coordinator, 
Sonam Lama also encour-
aged the party workers to 
continue with the move-
ment which had resumed 
on 10 August to give jus-
tice to the people. The 
programme was also ad-
dressed by other leaders 
and workers of the party.

Golay lashes out...
contd from pg01



3SummitTIMES | 20 August 2018CapitalTIMES

to book 
advertisements 

in 
SummitTimes

call
03592-208698

9734152541
9647102692
advertise@

summittimes.
com

Gangtok on 
Monday, 
20 Aug

Temp: 30°C/17°C
Forecast: Sun-
ny and hot day, a 
thundershower 
in the evening.
Sunrise: 05:08 AM
Sunset: 6:10 PM

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT ENGINEER (NORTH – II)
WATER RESOURCES & RIVER DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
NORTH SUB DIVISION (II), EAST SIKKIM

Memo No:- 238/A.E(II)/N/WR&RDD Date:-16/08/18

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
On behalf of the Governor of Sikkim, Assistant Engineer (North – II), Water Resources & River 
Development Department, Government of Sikkim invites sealed tender from Class IV grade con-
tractor within the territorial jurisdic  on of Gram Panchayat Unit of the State for the work(s) listed 
below:
Sl.No. Name of works Work Value 

put to Ten-
der

Earnest Money 
@2.5% for issue 
of Tender form

Bank receipt for 
the Cost of ten-
der document

Comple  on 
Period.

1 Restora  on of JTW at 
Gangyap Jhora at Nam-
phong, under Lingdok 
Namphong G.P.U. Kabi 
Lungchuk Cons  tuency, 
East Sikkim.

Rs.929966/- Rs.23249/- Rs.500/- Six Months.

The data and  me for submission of completed tender/bid document is as under:

i) Date of Submission of applica  on with bank receipt 
for issue of Tender Document (excluding Tender 
Form)

20th September 2018 (10.00 am to 4.00 pm) 
Offi  ce of the Assistant Engineer, WR&RDD, 
North Sub-Division II, Nirman Bhavan.

ii) Date of issue of Tender Form on submission of Ear-
nest Money (TDR)

24th September 2018 (10.00 am to 4.00 pm) 
Offi  ce of the Assistant Engineer, WR&RDD, 
North Sub-Division II, Nirman Bhavan.

iii) Date and Time for submission of Tender 26th September 2018 (10.00 am to 1.00 
pm)  at Offi  ce of the Assistant Engineer, 
WR&RDD, North Sub-Division II, Nirman 
Bhavan.

iv) Date and Time for opening of Tender 26th September 2018 (2.30 pm)  at Offi  ce 
of the Assistant Engineer, WR&RDD, North 
Sub-Division II, Nirman Bhavan.

For any further queried i/c condi  on of contract, offi  ce of the undersigned may be contacted 
during offi  ce hours.

Sd/-
Assistant Engineer – II (North)

R.O. No. 288/ipr/pub/classi./18-19 Water Resources & River Development Department
dt. 16.8.18  Govt of Sikkim

AFFIDAVIT
I,  PRAJITA SUBBA  wife of Samuel 
Subba, Resident of Liza Hill Tea Es-
tate, P.O. Marybong, P.S. Pulbazar, 
Dist. Darjeeling, West Bengal, have 
changed my name from PRAJITA 
SUBBA to PRAJITA THAPA SUBBA 
vide affi  davit dated 16/08/2018 before 
the notary public at Darjeeling.

SUMMIT REPORT
S , 19 A :

A meeting of Head-
masters of Primary 

Schools from all four dis-
tricts was convened here 
at the Marwari Dhar-
masala today to discuss 
common issues, griev-
ances and aspirations. 
The meeting discussed 
issues ranging from the 
cadre system of Prima-
ry School Headmasters 
and the Primary school 
teachers and promotion 
on seniority basis which 
remain awaited till date.

Around 40 Headmas-
ters attended the meet-
ing, it is informed.

The meeting also dis-
cussed grade pay, promo-
tion and other facilities 
for Headmasters and Pri-
mary teachers.

A working commit-
tee, president and ex-
ecutive members of the  
association was also con-

stituted today.
“The demands, griev-

ances and agendas laid 
down by the headmas-
ters and the Primary 

teachers will be submit-
ted to the Chief Minister 
in the coming week,” in-
formed president of the 
group, Phu Tshering Lep-

cha, at the meeting.
The meeting was or-

ganised by Arjun Chettri 
(HM Rekep PS), Gopal 
Sharma (HM Karek PS), 

Tashering Tamang (HM 
Amaley PS), all from South 
Sikkim and  was conduct-
ed by Mahesh Sharma Da-
hal (HM Tanak PS).

HMs meet to discuss common
issues and grievances 

NITESH R PRADHAN
G , 19 A :

Acumen, an interna-
tional non-govern-

mental organization, 
held an interactive ses-
sion of the India Fellows 
Program here today in 
association with digi-
tal media house, Sikkim 
Chronicle.

While explaining the 
initiative, the program 
manager of the organi-
sation, Krishna Dahya, 
informed that the or-
ganisation has worked 
on poverty alleviation 
efforts across the world 
particularly focusing 
on having diverse peo-
ple from various back-
grounds work towards 
this common goal.

The organisation has 
93 fellows in India but 
none here in Sikkim and 
that they were looking 
forward to members 

from Sikkim, because, she 
added, the story of Sikkim 
also needs to be heard.

Emarine Kharbih, 
fellow of the organiza-
tion, shared her experi-
ence and held that she 
has grown and become 
enriched after having 

associated with such an 
organisation.

The organisation is 
headquartered in New 
York, USA.

The organisers in-
form that anyone with a 
passion to work for the 
society can apply for the 

organisation’s fellowship 
which can provide like 
minded people a good 
opportunity for service.

The interactive ses-
sion was attended by 
DSP [West], Tenzing 
Loden Lepcha, social 
activist KC Nima, entre-

preneurs Devika Gurung, 
Kushan Zulca, Rewaj 
Chettri, Sonam Choden 
Katsopa and Smita Rai, 
RJs Priyanka Tamang 
and Prabal Rai among an 
eclectic mix of impactful 
individuals from across 
various ields.

Acumen interaction seeks Fellows to ight poverty

LIONS ORGANIZE BLOOD DONATION CAMP IN RORATHANG
R , 19 A : Lions Club of Rangpo Gateway of Sikkim, in association 
with Scorpion Containers Pvt Ltd, organised a daylong Blood Donation 
Camp at the Scorpion complex in Rorathang, East Sikkim, today helped  by a 
team from STNM Hospital Blood Bank. 42 units of blood were collected and 
deposited to the STNM Blood Bank.

YOGEN THATAL
S , 19 A : Singtam 
celebrated the 72nd In-
dependence Day in grand 
manner at Golitar ground 
on 15 Aug.

In a well-received ini-
tiative, the organisers put 
up a special lex carries 
photographs of freedom 
ighters whose blood, 

sweat and tears made 15 
August 1947 possible and 
made us free people. 

This was welcome de-
parture from people get-
ting to see only pictures 
of politicians and some fa-
mous freedom ighters.

The gesture was also 
noticed  by the chief guest 
of the day, Uttam Prad-
han, chairperson, Culture 
Board, Government of Sik-
kim, and a product of Sing-
tam bazaar .

“This is the very irst 
time that people attending 
I-Day celebrations will see 
the faces of patriots and 
brave heroes of the Free-
dom Struggle,” he remarked 
in his I-Day address.

While Mr Uttam Prad-
han and his family con-
tributed trophies and cash 
prize for the Interschool 
dance competition in the 
memory of their father, the 
late Durga Pradhan, Ran-
ju Lamichaney dedicated 
the prize for Interschool 
March Past competition in 
the memory of her father, 
Gopal Lamichaney; Gupta 
Subba and family mem-

bers sponsored prizes for 
sports events in the name 
of their belated father DB 
Subba; and Pradeep Shar-
ma contributed the prizes 
for girls open football tour-
nament in the memory of 
his belated father as well.

In the inter-school 
football tournament, Ral-
ap Secondary School out-
played Sang Senior Sec-
ondary School 3-0 to lift 
the trophy. The winning 
team was awarded with 
cash prize of Rs 1,00,000 
while the runner up was 
presented with Rs 50,000 
cash prize.

The Open Late Laxman 
Pradhan Memorial Foot-
ball Tournament had Sik-
kim Himalyan FC, Gangtok 
emerge victorious against 
Hawlers FC, Singtam with 
score line of 3-0.

Sikkim Bihari Jagran 
Manch, Singtam branch, 
headed by its president, 
Dilip Prasad, felicitated 30 
senior citizens of Singtam 
for their contributions to 
the society during the cel-
ebration.

Later, a grand musical 
night and raf le draw event 
was organised by JVC FC.

“The money collect-
ed from this event will be 
utilised for buying football 
kits and accessories for JVC 
Academy since our acade-
my also coaches students 
from underprivileged fam-
ilies,” said JVC Academy 
founder, Sangey Bhutia.

At Singtam, an I-Day 
to remember!

Gold for 
Bajrang
J , A  19 (PTI): 
A dominating Bajrang 
Punia opened India’s 
gold medal account at 
the Asian Games, bring-
ing smiles and relief to 
the Indian camp which 
was jolted by the early 
exit of star wrestler Su-
shil Kumar here today.

Bajrang came into 
the Games after winning 
three tournaments -- 
Commonwealth Games, 
Tbilisi Grand Prix and 
Yasar Dogu International 
-- and carried on with his 
superlative show here.

Such was his domina-
tion that the 24-year-old 
from Haryana won all 
his bouts, till the inal, by 
technical superiority.

He outclassed Uzbeki-
stan’s Sirojiddin Khasa-
nov (13-3), Tajikistan’s 
Fayziev Abdulqosim (12-
2) and Mongolia’s N Bat-
magnai Batchuluu (10-0) 
to storm into the gold 
medal bout.

In the inal, he was 
tested by Japan’s Taka-
tani Daichi but Bajrang 
held his nerves to prevail 
11-8 in an exciting battle. 
He raced to a 6-0 lead 
but the Japanese kept at 
it and put Bajrang under 
immense pressure.

Bajrang emulated his 
mentor Yogeshwar Dutt, 
who won gold in the last 
edition, and is now one of 
the few Asiad gold medal 
winners in wrestling.

Kartar Singh (1978, 
1986), Satpal Singh 
(1982), Rajinder Singh 
(1978), Changdi Ram 
(1970) and Maruti Mane 
(1962) are among Asiad 
gold winners from India.



4 SummitTIMES | 20 August 2018 Opinion

WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to 
comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if 
they like something in this 
paper. Letters carrying 
abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal 
attacks, except when 
against people responsible 
in this newspaper (who 
are fair game), will have 
to be ignored. Letters 
which carry forward a 
conversation or initiate 
a dialogue will command 
immediate attention and 
receive prominence.  
Mail us at: letters@
summittimes.com

Language Barrier
Language needs contemporary and 

relevant literature to lourish

Speaking to a young Nepali-speaker a few days be-
fore Bhasa Manyata Diwas was eye-opening. The 

youngster could rattle off a Nepali proverb to suit just 
about any situation or irony that abounds around us 
nowadays. When asked what she would recommend 
to someone beginning an exploration into Nepali lit-
erature, and she listed out only what would qualify to 
be classics. When it comes to the region, she says that 
while there are some interesting contemporary works 
in Nepali, there were not enough invested with the en-
durance or even lasting relevance that the past greats 
have nuanced their works with. Make no mistake, she 
was not being dismissive about the language itself, in 
fact, she, like perhaps her entire generation, is rath-
er passionate about language and what it means for 
a people. Their conviction on the importance of lan-
guage is encouraging even as it is uncomfortable to 
stare into the mirror they hold up to re lect the legacy 
that the present generation passes down to them by 
way of language. 

Speak to students of Nepali language at the school 
level and they will complain that the Nepali taught 
in schools is too outdated and out of step with their 
realities. The stories in the textbooks speak of issues 
which none of the students can identify with and in a 
language that is almost alien to them. Of course there 
are still gems hidden in the syllabus, but the overall 
content is less than inspiring, they insist. They have a 
point there. Nepali writing is moving in two extremes 
at present. They are either too archaic, or too esoteric. 
There is not much that is contemporary and this is also 
re lected in the less than handsome circulation igures 
of Nepali publications which have not even touched a 
small fraction of what is possible. Nepali writers, the 
young speakers contend, are not only out of sync with 
the times, but also distant from their readers. As a re-
sult, few students end up developing any serious in-
terest in the language which is already compromised 
by the fact that it is of little use beyond the region. Take 
vibrant literature out of the mix, and the language 
stares at a very real danger of becoming a dialect. 

Not everything the young say can be dismissed as 
an emotional outburst of rebellious and easily bored 
minds. They will after all be carrying the language fur-
ther and going by what they have to say, they are not 
con ident about delivering on this responsibility. 

Why? 
Because the present generation has not equipped 

them well enough. Students who speak Nepali at home 
have to take tuitions to pass in the subject. They could 
not possibly be weak in the language, it is obviously 
because the material does not excite enough interest 
in most of them; an interest which those responsible 
for developing and promoting the language have failed 
to kindle in them. The students want a more contem-
porary syllabus which they can identify with; they 
want greater respect shown to the language by their 
elders; and they want a genuine interest in the promo-
tion of Nepali as a language to be learnt by those who 
control the language cartels. Tokenism will just not do, 
they stress. Justi ied points, but are we equipped to 
deliver on them? And this is not just about Nepali or 
even language for that matter.

SARAH D’SOUZA & ADMIRE 
DUBE
theconversation.com

Tuberculosis is one of the 
world’s deadliest infec-

tious disease. Worldwide, 
there are still about 10.4 mil-
lion cases of TB and 1.7 mil-
lion deaths every year.

One of the reasons it’s 
been hard to bring the dis-
ease under control is that the 
drugs used to treat it require a 
gruelling regimen and can be 
toxic. This means people very 
often don’t inish the course.

TB treatment lasts for six 
months and uses a combi-
nation of four antimicrobial 
drugs taken in large, daily 
amounts. The reason for the 
large daily dose is that these 
drugs are poorly absorbed; 
even when a drug gets to the 
infected site, only a portion of it will enter the af-
fected tissue and ight the bacteria. They are also 
quickly eliminated from sites of infection by meta-
bolic body functions.

These medicines also exhibit considerable tox-
icity such as liver damage, painful tingling in the 
hands and feet as well as joint pain. That’s because 
they don’t just target the infected areas of the body.

In some instances, the medicines are only 
available as injectables into the muscle, which is a 
painful procedure – and require daily clinic or pro-
longed hospital stays.

All of this leads to poor adherence to treatment 
among TB patients – and, ultimately, contributes to 
the generation and transmission of drug resistant 
TB strains. These are even harder to treat, with 
treatment lasting up to two years.

But there may be hope for TB treatment, in 
the form of nanomedicine. Tests are already being 
done on animals. And we are just two of many re-
searchers from around the globe doing research at 
the nexus of nanomedicine and TB at the Universi-
ty of the Western Cape.

HOW NANOMEDICINE WORKS
Nanomedicine is the use of nanotechnology to ei-
ther diagnose or treat a disease. Nanotechnology, 
simply put, is the creation of structures which are 
in the nanometer size range. One nanometer is 
equivalent to the diameter of a strand of human 
hair that has been divided ten thousand times. Hu-

man DNA is about 2.5 nanometers in diameter. Ad-
vances in science now enable scientists to engineer 
these tiny structures and load them with TB drugs 
to deliver them to infected sites in the human body.

Nanoparticles can be loaded with a variety of 
types of drugs such as proteins, DNA or even ex-
tracts from plants. Multiple drugs can be loaded 
in a single nanoparticle or a mixture of nanopar-
ticles, each containing a single type of drug, can be 
administered. Nanomedicines can be administered 
into the human body through swallowing, inhaling, 
injections or via the skin.

Nanomedicines are already being used by pa-
tients for the treatment of cancer; examples in-
clude Doxil® and Abraxane®. Another nanomed-
icine, Diprivan®, is used as an anaesthetic.

Researchers believe that nanomedicine could 
help TB patients enormously. They would need to 
take less medication for a shorter duration, with 
fewer side effects. And, hopefully, the drugs will be 
cheaper. There are already animal trials underway 
to test these hypotheses.

Our ongoing research focuses on the applica-
tion of nanoparticles to target cells of the immune 
system known as macrophages. These are a major 
harbour for the bacteria that causes TB; Mycobac-
terium tuberculosis.

Mycobacterium tuberculosis is able to multiply 
within the macrophages and escape elimination 
by the body’s immune system. Nanoparticles can 
be used to deliver immune-modulating signals to 

macrophages to turn these 
harbour sites into hostile en-
vironments for Mycobacteri-
um tuberculosis.

This form of immunother-
apy holds great promise: it 
could prevent the generation 
of drug resistant TB strains, 
since the body’s own immune 
system is used to kill the bac-
teria.

TARGETING TB
The reason that nanoparti-
cles hold such hope for TB 
treatment is that they can 
be carefully targeted. That’s 
because nanoparticles are 
able to make the drugs more 
available at the sites of infec-
tion by protecting them from 
breakdown prior to reaching 
the site. And there’s a greater 
uptake of the nanoparticles 
into infected sites.

Nanoparticles can also be localised to only 
the sites of infection. This can be achieved in two 
ways. First, scientists can attach chemicals to the 
nanoparticles’ surfaces which serve as “homing 
devices” and target them to desired sites. Second, 
nanomedicines can be inhaled so they’re localised 
in the lungs – the centre of TB infection.

The TB drugs, then, would only act at the nec-
essary sites. Less medicine would be needed and 
toxic side effects would be reduced.

In addition, nanoparticles can control the rate 
at which the drug is released, extending the dura-
tion of the drug within the sites of infection. This 
would have signi icant implications for TB patients 
who have to take numerous drugs daily for long pe-
riods of time. Under these circumstances, more pa-
tients are likely to complete their courses, reducing 
the occurrence of drug resistance.

It’s hoped that these TB-speci ic nanomedi-
cines will make it to human trials over the next few 
years, prove to be safe and effective – and start do-
ing the important work of tackling this debilitating 
disease.

[Sarah D’Souza is Postdoctoral Fellow in 
the Tuberculosis Nanomedicine Research 

Group, University of the Western Cape; Admire 
Dube is Associate Professor, Pharmaceuti-
cal Sciences, University of the Western Ca]

Nanomedicine could revolutionise
the way we treat TB. Here’s how

MARIOS 
CHRYSSANTHOPOULOS
theconversation.com

As rescue workers look for sur-
vivors in the concrete rubble 

that used to be part of the Morandi 
bridge in Genoa, Italian authorities 
are starting their investigation into 
the possible causes behind this ter-
rible tragedy.

It is too early to determine what 
may have caused the catastrophic 
collapse of more than 100 metres 
of the multi-span, cable-stayed 
suspension bridge, completed just 
over 50 years ago. But it’s import-
ant to understand that bridge en-
gineering does not end when con-
struction inishes and traf ic starts 
to low. In fact, properly looking 
after a bridge during its long life 
is as crucial as having a good de-
sign, using high-quality materials, and 
ensuring sound workmanship during 
construction.

Modern bridges are designed for 
a life of 100 years, though many cen-
tenarian bridges – such as the Forth 
Bridge in Scotland, which opened in 
1890 – still provide sterling service, 
and of course there are smaller bridg-
es built of stone to more ancient de-
signs that have stood for many hun-
dreds of years. Considering the num-
ber of bridges built in Europe during 
the expansion of the motorway net-
works from the late-1950s onwards, 
we should expect, and be prepared 
for, many to exceed their planned 
lifespan in coming decades. Facilitat-
ing this is ambitious but necessary, 
and made possible thanks only to 
regular inspection and maintenance 
that ensures that building materials 
have not degraded, and that structur-
al elements are it to bear the traf ic 
and environmental loads they face. 

So what are the factors that af-
fect the strength of a bridge and may 
compromise public safety?

ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATE

The climate in a bridge’s location, 
taken alongside atmospheric pollu-
tion common in cities, can have an ad-
verse in luence on the material of the 
bridge – for example, the corrosion of 
steel reinforcement or pre-stressed 
steel tendons embedded in concrete. 
Regular inspections are typically 
scheduled every six years for large 
bridges to identify any degradation, 
and to take appropriate measures to 
replace cracking concrete and cor-
roded steel, or to introduce protec-
tive coatings.

In England, the Midlands Link 
motorway viaducts, comprising 13 
miles of elevated motorway carrying 
the M5 and M6 motorways around 
Birmingham, suffered from chlo-
ride-induced steel corrosion early 
on in their life from exposure to salt 
used to de-ice the roads. This re-
quired an extensive application of 
corrosion protection measures in the 
early 1990s. More than 700 struc-
tures have bene ited from this action, 
demonstrating the cost savings that 
can be made if appropriate action is 
taken at the right time.

STRESS AND FATIGUE

Fatigue caused by use is another 
factor, and inspectors will look out 
for tell-tale signs of failure often 
associated with the cyclical stress 
produced by passing vehicles, par-
ticularly heavy trucks. This type 
of failure is especially relevant for 
metal bridge decks and the cables of 
suspension and cable-stayed bridg-
es. Traf ic has increased ever since 
these bridges were built, which in-
evitably leads to the need for more 
maintenance and strengthening 
work, such as additional steel, glass 
or carbon ibre-reinforced plates on 
critical parts in order to restore or 
enhance their strength compared to 
what was deemed necessary during 
their design. For example, Network 
Rail in the UK used ibre-reinforced 
polymers to strengthen more than 20 
bridges carrying highway or railway 
traf ic between 2001 and 2010.

Consider how we all tend to react 
to a road sign bearing the words: “Es-
sential Bridge Works – Expect Long 
Delays”. One such situation prompted 
this comment from a member of the 
public: “We are doomed. I am going to 
buy a tent and pitch it outside work 

for the three months while the 
misery goes on.” Perhaps know-
ing why this is necessary – and 
the consequences of not doing so 
– might persuade people to recon-
sider such views.

MONEY AND WILLING-
NESS TO SPEND IT

Equally, we must understand that 
maintenance budgets need to be 
set at levels that far exceed those 
that would allow engineers only to 
“ ire ight” the most severe prob-
lems, as is becoming worryingly 
commonplace. Instead, budgets 
need to allow for planned inter-
ventions and necessary upgrades 
over many decades. That requires 
public and government support, 
as well as skilled engineers com-
mitted to ensuring the safety of an 
ageing structure.
There are challenges in devising 

improved methods to assess bridge 
strength, developing new repair tech-
niques, and new ways of collecting 
and using inspection and monitor-
ing data to provide advance warning 
of problems. These constantly push 
technological boundaries, making it 
possible to operate existing bridges 
safely during their long service lives. 
And the experience gained feeds into 
new designs that will become reality 
in years to come.

Those investigating the collapse of 
the Morandi bridge will look at inspec-
tion and maintenance matters. Other 
lines of enquiry will no doubt include 
the unusual design of the multi-span 
bridge, with only a few cable stays to 
transfer deck loads to the towers, the 
ongoing work to shore up the foun-
dations, and the heavy rainfall at the 
time of the collapse. In the shadow 
of this terrible loss of life, it is worth 
remembering that bridge inspection 
and maintenance may be annoying for 
commuters – but it is crucial.

[the writer is Professor of Struc-
tural Systems, University of Surrey]

Genoa bridge collapse: maintaining these structures
is a constant battle against traf ic and decay
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T , A  19 
(PTI): Braving inclement weather 
and risky conditions, a young Air 
Force of icer dramatically winched 
up a toddler to safety from the 
roof-top of a marooned house in 
rain-battered Kerala where thou-
sands of people are battling all 
odds to survive as the death toll 
has touched 197 in the past 10 
days in the second spell of mon-
soon fury since August 8.

Wing Commander Prashanth 
slid down a rope to the terrace 
of the two-storey house which 
seemed from above like a toy loat-
ing on the yellowish murky waters.

TV visuals showed the of icer 
airlifting the two-year-old boy 
with care, pressed him to his body 
and winched him to safety.

The proud of icer later handed 
over the baby to his anxious moth-
er waiting inside the chopper.

The woman, who was almost in 
tears, was all gratitude and smiles 
as she received her bundle of joy in 
her hands.

Prashanth is one among many 
unsung heroes who have brought 
smiles to the faces of anxious and 
panic-stricken people of Kerala, 
reeling under the worst loods of 
a century.

Another TV grab showed some 

girls trapped in their hostel room 
for days without food and water 
making a lucky escape after an IAF 
helicopter came to their rescue.

They cried and hugged each 
other after all the stranded were 
safely pulled up into the copter 
yesterday.

Commander Vijay Varma, who 
saved a pregnant woman in labour 
by winching her up in a helicopter 
from a stranded building, was lat-
er happy to hear that she had suc-
cessfully delivered a baby boy.

“This was a very challenging 
task. We got an SOS and we traced 
them out...There is tremendous 
satisfaction, both professionally 
and personally,” the of icer said 
later.

The social media was all praise 
for the exceptional courage shown 
by the Indian Navy’s Captain P 
Rajkumar who airlifted over 25 
persons battling challenging con-
ditions.

The visual of a man kneeling 
down in muddy waters to help 
women step on to him to get into 
rescue boats went viral today.

The man in a blue shirt was 
seen kneeling with his face hardly 
a few inches above the lood wa-
ters and women stepping onto his 
back to climb up to a rescue boat.

The act of IAS of icers M G Raja-
manikyam and N S Umesh who un-
loaded rice sacks at the Wayanad 
Collectorate for distribution at re-
lief camps was also celebrated by 
netizens.

As soon as news of the dev-
astating loods and the plight of 
the stranded came out, 600 odd 
ishermen immediately turned 

up with their country and mech-
anised boats to help rescue those 
marooned in various parts of the 
state.

Thousands of people, including 
women, children and college stu-
dents are tediously working at var-
ious centres across the state free of 
cost to gather essential materials, 
including food, medicines, cloths 
to send to relief camps.

Union Tourism minister K J 
Alphons, who visited some relief 
camps here, today said they are the 
‘unsung heroes’.

Many are still stranded in their 
homes with no food and sheaths 
of water around them at various 
places in Alapuzha, Thrissur and 
Ernakulam districts.

The maximum death toll has 
been reported from Idukki dis-
trict, where 43 people have lost 
their lives so far, as per of icial es-
timates.

Unsung heroes
bring smiles to stranded

in rain ravaged Kerala

New Delhi, Aug 19 (PTI): 
Tribal students have appealed 
to the Centre to ensure “qual-
ity education” and proper fa-
cilities, including schools and 
hostels, for those belonging to 
scheduled tribes and said that 
reservation in government in-
stitutions and jobs alone is not 
the solution to their problems.

They also urged the central 
government to formulate poli-
cies on the “basis of ground re-
alities” for the welfare of tribal 
children.

Tribal students from across 
the country participated in a 
convention organised by the 
Adivasi Adhikar Manch and the 
Centre for Adivasi Research 
and Development here on Sat-
urday to highlight their issues.

“Please tell the government 
that we are not getting a qual-
ity education. There are no 
schools in some tribal areas. 

Even if there are, there are no 
teachers. At some places, tribal 
students have to travel miles to 
reach school.

“We need more hostels and 
good facilities. The govern-
ment talks about reservation 
(in jobs), but what will we do 
if we do not get a proper edu-
cation?” asked Sunil Tirki from 
Jharkhand.

Tribal students, who had 
come from faraway villages of 
Jharkhand, West Bengal, Ch-
hattisgarh, Rajasthan, Karna-
taka, Tripura, and other states, 
also complained about poor 
hostel facilities at residential 
government schools.

They said that hostels do 
not have proper drinking wa-
ter and toilet facilities. At some 
places, there are no ceiling 
fans. So, the students sleep in 
the open during summers.

“Sometimes, we have to 

fetch water from nearby wells. 
Very often students fall sick 
and return home, as there are 
no proper medical facilities 
available for us,” Lata Soren, 
a tribal student from Chattis-
garh, said.

The organisers claimed 
that because of the “ lawed” 
policy framework of the gov-
ernment which is detached 
from the ground reality, “Adiva-
si children cannot sustain their 
education”.

“The Centre is cutting down 
on the number of schools based 
on the number of students at-
tending the classes. Now, in 
tribal areas, this is proving to 
be disastrous. Because of the 
geographical locations of these 
areas, one cannot hope that 
Adivasi children will sustain 
their education without a de-
centralized approach.

“That’s why compared to 

other children, the dropout 
rate among tribal students 
is higher. If the government 
wants to bridge this gap, then 
it needs a different policy 
framework,” Brinda Karat, 
CPI(M) leader and member of 
the Adivasi Adhikar Rashtriya 
Manch, says.

The students’ parents, who 
also attended the convention, 
said that there are many villag-
es which do not have schools.

“I want my two children to 
study, but there are no schools. 
If they want to go to school, they 
need to travel miles through 
forests. It is unsafe. Why cannot 
schools be built near our villag-
es?” asks 25-year-old Phula Bai, 
who belongs to the Bhil tribe of 
Rajasthan.

According to a recent sur-
vey conducted by the Adivasi 
Adhikar Manch and the Centre 
for Adivasi Research and De-

velopment, some tribal areas 
have recorded an increase in 
the dropout rate among girl 
students, as not many parents 
feel safe to send their daugh-
ters to the schools far-off.

“My school is very far from 
my village. It takes more than 
two hours to reach there. I am 
able to continue with my stud-
ies because my brother accom-
panies me. But there are many 
in my class who have stopped 
coming to school as they are 
scared to travel alone and they 
do not have money to pay for 
the transport. There is no hos-
tel for girls,” said Varsha Sihem, 
a class 8 tribal student from 
Madhya Pradesh.

The tribal students also de-
manded that the government 
“stop its policy of shutting 
down and merging schools 
based on the number of stu-
dents attending them”.

Tribal students urge govt to give them better
facilities for quality education

S , A  19 (PTI): 
Manipur ministers are 
campaigning in Megha-
laya to drum up support 
for NPP candidate and 
Meghalaya chief minister 
Conrad K Sangma for the 
upcoming August 23 As-
sembly bye-election.

Besides South Tura 
seat, senior BJP lead-
ers of Manipur are also 
camping in areas under 
Ranikor constituency, 
which will also witness a 
bypoll on August 23.

Speaking at an elec-
tion meeting in Tura yes-
terday, Manipur Health 
minister Jayantakumar 
Singh said, Conrad Sang-
ma has followers across 
Northeast region as he 
is interested in voicing 
the concern of the people 
and he is also the voice of 
the people of the region 
at the Centre.

Seeking mandate of the 
people, Singh urged the 
voters of South Tura not 
to get carried away by any 
false propaganda of the 
opposition parties or get 
lured by their promises.

“We look up to the 
people of Tura to come 
and vote in favour of Con-
rad. North East and India 
is keeping a watch on 
the prestigious constit-
uency. We are sure that 
people will come out and 
repose their faith in Con-
rad Sangmaji,” Manipur 
Sports Minister Letpao 
Haokip told PTI.

Both the Manipur 
ministers will be in South 
Tura till tomorrow.

National People’s 
Party (NPP) president 
Conrad K Sangma is pit-
ted against Independent 
candidate and former 
South Tura MLA John 
Leslee Sangma in South 
Tura constituency.

The bypoll has been 
declared to ill up a vacan-
cy caused by the resigna-
tion of former Union min-
ister Agatha K. Sangma.

Agatha Sangma, who 
is also Conrad Sangma’s 
sister, had resigned from 
the seat on July 2. Conrad 
Sangma was sworn in as 
chief minister on March 
6.

Manipur ministers campaign
for Conrad Sangma in 

Meghalaya

Kolkata, Aug 
19 (PTI): On 
World Human-
itarian Day to-
day, West Ben-
gal Chief Min-
ister Mamata 
Banerjee said 
her heart goes 
out to those left 
out of the draft 
National Regis-
ter of Citizens 
in Assam, which 
has excluded 
nearly 40 lakh people.

Describing human rights as 
one of the basic tenets of the Con-
stitution, Banerjee said those ex-
cluded from the NRC have become 
refugees in their own country.

“Today is World Humanitari-
an Day. Respecting human rights 
is one of the basic tenets of our 
Constitution. On this day, my heart 
goes out to the 40 lakh people who 
have become refugees in their own 
country because of #NRCAssam,” 
she wrote on Twitter.

She has been raising her voice 
against the draft NRC since the 

complete draft was published on 
July 30, and claimed that those 
who did not make it to the list of 
the citizens’ register “were being 
sent to detention camps”.

More than 2.89 crore people 
were found to be eligible for in-
clusion in the draft NRC, out of the 
total 3.29 crore applicants.

The Trinamool Congress 
supremo had also said those 
who have been staying in the 
country for years were “branded 
as in iltrators”. She has accused 
the ruling BJP of carrying out the 
exercise with an eye on the Lok 
Sabha election.

My heart goes out to those excluded 
from draft NRC in Assam: Mamata

M , A  19 (PTI): A photograph of a school 
textbook in West Bengal depicting Farhan Akhtar as 
veteran athlete Milkha Singh has gone viral on the so-
cial media and the actor has urged the state govern-
ment to rectify the “glaring error”.

The 44-year-old actor, who essayed the role of 
Singh in 2013’s biopic in “Bhaag Milkha Bhaag”, 
took to Twitter to point out that a still from the film 

had been incorrectly used in the 
book instead of the real athlete’s 
photo.

“To the Minister of School Ed-
ucation, West Bengal. There is a 
glaring error with the image used 
in one of the school text books to 
depict Milkha Singh-ji.

“Could you please request the 
publisher to recall and replace 
this book? Sincerely,” Akhtar 
wrote while retweeting the image 
shared by a Twitter user.

The actor-director also tagged 
Rajya Sabha MP Derek O’Brien to 
draw his attention to the post.

Singh, known as The Flying 
Sikh, became the irst Indian to 
win an individual athletics gold 
medal at a Commonwealth Games 
(1958).

Akhtar received critical ac-
claim and accolades for his perfor-
mance and “Bhaag Milkha Bhaag” 
bagged two National Awards 
in Best Popular Film Providing 
Wholesome Entertainment and 
Best Choreography categories.

School book depicts Farhan as
Milkha Singh, actor requests WB govt

to correct ‘glaring error’
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M , A  19 (PTI): From 
lood-ravaged Kerala comes a sto-

ry of grit of the Coast Guard and 
armed forces personnel who saved 
a newly-born baby in a night-long 
rescue operation near the Idukki 
dam two days ago.

The rescue operation began 
after a call from the Mumbai Coast 
Guard about rising water level in 
the Idukki dam area, the Army of i-
cer, who led the team, said.

“We were in the weekly com-
manders’ conference at Kochi 
when a call came from the Coast 
Guard of ice in Mumbai to send 
the best team near the dam where 
water was lowing above the dan-
ger level,” Lt Col Shashikant Wagh-
mode said.

Lt Col Waghmode, an assault 
engineer of icer, currently on dep-
utation to the Coast Guard, volun-
teered to lead the team and within 
30 minutes, the team members 
were selected.

Many Coast Guard personnel 
were called from various ships, 
he told PTI when asked about the 
operation.

They were equipped with 
boats, outboard motor, ropes, 
digging tools, survival ration and 
medical kits, he said.

“After the brie ing by District 

Commander DHQ-4 DIG Sana-
than Jena, the team, comprising 
16 Coast Guard divers, started the 
journey at night,” he said.

The terrain was a challenge as 
Idukki is located in a hilly area, 
which had a number of landslides. 
There were waterfalls and poor 
visibility due to fog. The ‘nullahs’ 

(drains) and rivers were over low-
ing, he said.

The team had to cross the Chap-
pat bridge as the dam gates were 
going to be opened at 4.30 am.

“I had taken along drivers ex-
perienced in the hilly terrain and 
after nine hours we managed to 
cross the bridge at 4 am, half-

an-hour before the dam gates 
opened,” said Lt Col Waghmode, an 
alumnus of the Sainik School at Sa-
tara in Maharashtra.

In Idukki, they found that all 
the villages were evacuated and 
hotels, shops, ATMs and petrol 
pumps were shut.

There was no place to take 

shelter, he said.
For the next four days, the 

Coast Guard team rescued many 
people in Manjumala and nearby 
villages and cleared debris and 
boulders.

“I was leading a peculiar team 
comprising personnel from the 
Coast Guard, the Army, the Navy 
and the Air Force. I was given the 
best sea divers of the Coast Guard, 
Navy nursing assistants, vehicle 
drivers of the Army and the Air 
Force,” he said.

“On August 16 night, just as 
we reached an abandoned govern-
ment hospital for rest after four 
days of non-stop work, the local 
police of icer, villagers and NDRF 
of icials came to us, asking to save 
the life of a woman who had just 
given birth,” he said.

The locals told the rescue team 
that the woman and her ive family 
members were stuck in a looded 
house without food and water for 
four days, he said.

The team then launched a 
night-long rescue mission, calling 
it “Operation Water Baby”, Lt Col 
Waghmode said.

The woman’s house was two 
km from the point where the res-
cue boat was unloaded, he said.

“The best six members of the 

team were selected and the oper-
ation began at 10.30 pm in pitch 
dark and against the water cur-
rent,” the of icer said.

The outboard motor was not ef-
fective as there were lot of stones, 
debris and mud mounds below 
but the team pushed the boat for 
about 2 km against the water cur-
rent, which was around 15 knots, 
he said.

The team reached the house, 
guided by local policemen who 
accompanied them in the boat, at 
1.30 am.

“The family was in a bad state. 
They were not aware that someone 
was coming to their rescue. Due 
to medical issues of the newborn 
baby and the mother, we decided 
to wait till sunrise and continued 
the operation early morning with 
the help of a local doctor,” he said.

“On our way back, wherever 
there was less water, we lifted the 
boat with family members inside 
it. After we reached a safe spot, the 
woman told us that she will make 
her baby boy join the armed forc-
es,” the of icer said.

After this rescue operation, the 
team was given a choice to return 
and rest, but the personnel chose 
to proceed to Chengannur and join 
another rescue operation, he said.

Coast Guard undertakes ‘Operation Water Baby’ in Kerala

P , A  19 (PTI): India 
opened its account in the 18th 
Asian Games with a bronze med-
al after Apurvi Chandela and Ravi 
Kumar cracked under pressure to 
inish third in the ri le mixed team 

shooting event here today.
The Indians aggregated 429.9 

after 42 shots in the 48-shot inal 
and were in second spot for major 
part of the 48-shot inals before 
China overtook them to take the 
silver.

The strong Chinese pairing of 
Ruozhu Zhao and Haoran Yang 
ended with a score of 492.5. Chi-
nese Taipei’s Yingshin Lin and 
Shaochuan Lu claimed the gold, 
scoring 494.1.

Korea and Mongolia inished 
fourth and ifth respectively in the 
event held for the irst time at the 
Games.

It was a maiden Asian Games 
medal for Chandela, who will be 
aiming for a better colour medal in 
the 10m air ri le. Chandela is also 
a multiple time World Cup winner 
and had bagged gold at 2014 Com-
monwealth Games in Glasgow.

World Cup bronze medallist 
Kumar, who is mentored by the 
great Abhinav Bindra, had won 
a men’s 10m ri le team bronze at 

last the edition at Incheon.
Chandela, having won the irst 

Games medal for the country, was 
satis ied with her performance.

“Our best inish together was 
fourth at the World Cup and we 
have improved on that. My irst 
Asian Games medal and my irst 

medal for India here. I am really 
happy about that but my focus is 
on main event (10m ri le) tomor-
row,” Chandela told PTI.

Asked about slipping to third 
from second in the elimination 
stage, Chandela added: “This hap-
pens in shooting. I think we shot 
alright.”

Kumar said, “This bronze has 
come only because of apurvi. The 
inal was a disappointment after a 

decent quali ication. We didnt get 
enough time to train together.”

After the irst series, India were 
second with 102.9 while Korea led 
with 103.4. Indian remained in 
that position even after the third 
series but the Chinese improved 
drastically to steal the second spot.

Mongolia were the irst to be 
eliminated, followed by Korea.

Earlier, Kumar and Chandela 
had inished second in the quali i-
cation with a total score of 835.3. 
Both shooters ired 40 shots each 
in the 50-minute session.

South Korean pair of Hyeo-
njun Kim and Eunhea Jund had 
topped the session with 836.7. 

Mongolia were third with 832.1, 
China fourth with 831.1 and Taipei 
sealed the ifth and inal quali ica-
tion spot with 829.8.

There was disappointment 
in store for pistol mixed team of 
teen sensation Manu Bhaker and 
Abhishek Verma, who failed to 
qualify for the inals after being 
tied with Kazakhstan.

Both teams were tied at 759 
points after 80 shots but the Ka-
zakh sealed the ifth and inal qual-
ifying spot with more inners 10s 
than India (25 to India’s 14).

“Manu did not shoot to her po-
tential. She was angry and agitated 
towards the end. She needs to work 
on controlling her anger. Abhishek 
needs to learn how to cope up with 
pressure in big events. It is new for 
him. They both will learn,” said pis-
tol coach Jaspal Rana.

Bhaker had raised expecta-
tions after becoming the youngest 
Indian women to win a gold at the 
Commonwealth Games in Gold 
Coast. The 16-year-old had also 
won two gold medals at the Guada-
lajara World Cup earlier this year.

India opens medal count at Asiad with bronze in rifle mixed team

J , A  19 (PTI): Two-time 
Olympic medallist wrestler Sushil 
Kumar’s Asian Games campaign 
ended in disappointment as he 
suffered a stunning loss in the irst 
quali ication round bout against 
Bahrain’s Adam Batirov in the 
men’s 74 kg category here today.

The 35-year-old celebrated In-
dian wrestler, who won a bronze 
and a silver respectively in the 

2008 and 2012 Olympics, lost 
3-5 to Batirov in the quali ication 
round.

Sushil’s chance of playing in 
the repechage round went up 
in smoke after Batirov lost his 
quarter inals bout. If Batirov had 
made the inal, the Indian would 
have had a chance to win bronze 
through repechage.

Against Batirov, Sushil led 2-1 

after the irst period with a take 
down but the Bahraini made a 
strong comeback to silence the In-
dian fans.

The Indian stalwart created 
two opportunities to score in the 
second period but could not con-
vert while Batirov did not miss 
his chances. The Bahrain wrestler 
led 3-2 with a take down and then 
pushed the Indian out for a win.

Sushil bows out of Asian Games
after just one bout

N  D , A  
19 (PTI): The cen-
tral government 
has directed the 
withdrawal of over 
7,000 CRPF person-
nel from their long 
drawn deployment 
in four states, the 
maximum being 
from West Bengal.

These armed 
troops, part of sev-
en battalions, will subse-
quently be re-deployed 
for conducting opera-
tions in Naxal-hit regions 
of south Bastar in Chhat-
tisgarh, a recent govern-
ment order has said.

The force was de-
ployed to carry out an-
ti-Naxal operations in 
West Bengal, Bihar and 
Jharkhand whereas for 
internal security-related 
duty in Uttar Pradesh.

As per the directive 
issued accessed by PTI, 
the Union Home Ministry 
early this week informed 
the respective states enu-
merating that the maxi-
mum of three battalions 
are to be withdrawn 
from West Bengal, two 
from Bihar and one each 
from Uttar Pradesh and 
Jharkhand.

Of icial sources said 

the move to take out the 
Central Reserve Police 
Force battalions from 
these states has come 
after a long time and the 
Home Ministry ordered 
for their marching after 
the paramilitary made 
a demand to it that it 
requires more battalions 
in Chhattisgarh in order 
to open more bases in 
the Maoist hotbed in 
Chhattisgarh.

As the biggest Left 
Wing Extremism (LWE) 
combat challenge is now 
in south Bastar, that 
borders Odisha, Andhra 
Pradesh and Maharash-
tra, it is required to en-
hance the number of 
CRPF boots in these ar-
eas, they said.

The districts of Suk-
ma, Dantewada, Bijapur, 
Kanker and Kondagaon 
witness the maximum 

movement and activi-
ty of the armed Maoist 
cadres and since the last 
year, the CRPF has begun 
opening camps in the in-
terior areas to penetrate 
into the core Naxal areas, 
they said.

The LWE theatre in 
all the states from where 
the battalions have been 
ordered to be taken out, 
except Uttar Pradesh, 
have seen a marginal 
dip in the strength and 
control of Naxals and 
the forces are now in the 
dominating position, a 
senior of icial supervis-
ing anti-Naxal operations 
for the CRPF explained.

Uttar Pradesh has 
one LWE affected dis-
trict - Sonebhadra - and 
the lone CRPF battalion 
proposed to be taken out 
from this central Indian 
state would come from a 

group centre of the 
force under which 
eight-nine battal-
ions operate, he 
said.

These states are 
the only places from 
where the CRPF 
could take out few 
battalions as there 
is not much scope 
to withdraw units 
from either Jammu 

and Kashmir or the north 
east, the two other in-
ternal security theatres 
where the paramilitary is 
deployed thickly.

We expect the with-
drawal to begin by this 
month end and their 
re-deployment in Chhat-
tisgarh to be completed 
by the year end, he said.

The Home Ministry, 
under the same order, 
has asked the Chhattis-
garh government to pro-
vide “adequate logistics 
and accommodation” for 
these new incoming units.

The CRPF, country’s 
largest Central Armed 
Police Force (CAPF) with 
over three lakh person-
nel in its ranks, has about 
30 battalions deployed in 
Chhattisgarh at present.

A CRPF battalion has 
over 1,000 troops.

Centre orders withdrawal of 7,000 CRPF troops from
four states, to be re-deployed in south Bastar



7SummitTIMES | 20 August 2018ElseWhere

S , A  19 
(AFP): Financial aid for 
drought-stricken Austra-
lian farmers will be in-
creased to Aus 1.8 billion 
(US 1.3 billion) as they 
endure the driest con-
ditions in half a century, 
the prime minister said 
today.

Farmers in eastern 
states are struggling with 
extreme aridity that has 
turned green pastures 
into dust, with the econ-
omies of local towns also 
suffering.

“I want to say to our 
farmers, we have your 
back. There is no set-
and-forget,” Prime Min-
ister Malcolm Turnbull told reporters in the New South Wales town of Forbes. Graziers in Forbes, 

some 390 kilometres 
(240 miles) west of Syd-
ney, are among those bat-
tling the lack of rain.

“We are constantly 
working to ensure that 
you get every support 
you can, and of course 
let’s all pray for rain,” 
Turnbull added.

While droughts are 
not uncommon in Aus-
tralia, the length and 
severity of the dry con-
ditions have depleted 
farmers’ food stocks.

With grass unable to 
grow, some graziers have 
had to hand-feed their 
cattle and sheep, sell off 
stock to keep going, or 
even shoot their animals 

as they do not want them 
to suffer or cannot afford 
to feed them.

Canberra has already 
offered Aus 576 million 
in assistance in recent 
weeks, with Sunday’s an-
nouncement taking the 
total to Aus 1.8 billion.

The extra funds will 
include doubling the 
number of low-interest 
concessional loans for 
farmers, who will not 
have to make any prin-
cipal repayments for the 
irst ive years.

Councils in the 
drought-affected states 
of NSW, Queensland and 
parts of Victoria will be 
given money to boost lo-

cal facilities, with further 
funding set aside for wa-
ter infrastructure.

Recently retired senior 
military of icer Major Gen-
eral Stephen Day was ap-
pointed national drought 
coordinator to help farm-
ers and other organisa-
tions determine where 
support is most needed.

There has been an 
outpouring of support 
from other parts of the 
vast continent.

On Friday, a convoy of 
23 trucks carrying 2,300 
bales of hay for over 200 
farmers arrived in NSW 
from Western Australia 
state more than 3,500 ki-
lometres away.

Australia ramps up aid to farmers as drought bites

I , A  19 (PTI): Pakistan 
Prime Minister Imran Khan has un-
veiled his 21-member Cabinet, most 
of whom previously held key posts in 
the regime of former dictator General 
(retd) Pervez Musharraf.

Out of the 21 names announced, 
16 will be ministers while ive others 
will advisers to Khan, Pakistan Teh-
reek-e-Insaf (PTI) spokesman Fawad 
Chaudhry said yesterday, hours after 
the cricketer-turned-politician was 
sworn-in as the country’s 22nd Prime 
Minister.

According to the list shared by 
Chaudhry on his Twitter account, vet-
eran politician Shah Mahmood Qureshi 
will be the foreign minister.

Qureshi, the vice president of the 
party, was the foreign minister from 
2008 to 2011 under the Pakistan Peo-
ples Party government when the 2008 
Mumbai terror attack took place.

He was in New Delhi when 10 Paki-
stan-based LeT terrorists attacked In-
dia’s inancial capital.

Pervaiz Khattak has been appointed 
the defence minister while Asad Umer 
will be the inance minister. Khattak 
served as the chief minister of Khy-
ber-Pakhtunkhwa province from 2013-
18.

Asad Umer is the son of former Lt 

Gen Mohammad Umer who was part 
of the Pakistan Army during 1971 war 
with India.

The newly-announced Cabinet is 
expected to take oath tomorrow at the 
President’s House.

At least 12 members of Khan’s 
Cabinet served under General (retd) 
Musharraf, The News reported.

The new Cabinet includes a former 
spokesperson of Musharraf, his attor-
ney and several members of his cabinet 
and core team, the paper said.

The Cabinet members who served 
under Musharraf in various capacities 
include Farogh Naseem, Tariq Bashir 

Cheema, Ghulam Sarwar Khan, Zubaida 
Jalal, Fawad Chauhdry, Sheikh Rashid 
Ahmad, Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui, 
Shafqat Mehmood, Makhdoom Khusro 
Bakhtiar, Abdul Razak Dawood, Dr Ish-
rat Hussain and Amin Aslam, the paper 
said.

Five of the new Cabinet members, 
including Khattak and Qureshi, had 
served as ministers in past Pakistan 
Peoples Party governments, it added.

Sheikh Rashid from Rawalpindi has 
been appointed as the railway minister. 
He previously held the same portfolio 
under the Musharraf regime.

Three women including Shireen 

Mazari, Zubaida Jalal and Fehmida Mri-
za are also part of Khan’s Cabinet.

The ive advisors who have status of 
ministers include known faces like for-
mer banker Ishrat Hussain, business-
man Abdul Razzak Dawood and Babar 
Awan.

According to the Pakistan’s Consti-
tution, the size of the federal cabinet 
should be not more than 11 per cent 
of the total strength of the National As-
sembly and Senate.

Khan, the chairman of PTI, was ad-
ministered the oath of of ice by Presi-
dent Mamnoon Hussain at a simple cer-
emony held at the Aiwan-e-Sadr (the 
President House) in Islamabad yester-
day.

His government is the third consec-
utive democratic government in Paki-
stan since 2008 when Gen Musharraf 
announced elections after serving as 
president from 2001 to 2008 following 
a bloodless coup in 1999.

The PPP formed the government 
in 2008, followed by the PML-N led by 
jailed former prime minister Nawaz 
Sharif in 2013.

Pakistan’s powerful military has 
ruled the country through various 
coups for nearly half of the country’s 
history since independence in 1947.

Imran Khan announces 21-member Cabinet

T , A  19 (AFP): 
Iran will unveil this week 
a new jet ighter and up-
grade its missile defenc-
es to meet threats from 
Israel and the US, Tasnim 
news agency said today 
quoting the defence min-
ister.

“Our irst priority is 
our missile capability 
and we must enhance 
it... given the enemy’s ef-
forts in missile defence,” 
said Amir Hatami in an 
interview on television 
yesterday, according to 
Tasnim.

He added that a new 
ighter jet “will ly on 

National Defence Indus-
try Day”, which falls on 
Wednesday.

Hatami said the de-
fence programme was 
motivated by memories 
of the missile attacks Iran 
suffered during its eight-
year war with Iraq in the 
1980s, and by repeated 
threats from Israel and 
the United States that “all 
options are on the table” 
in dealing with the Islam-
ic republic.

“We have learned in 
the (Iran-Iraq) war that 
we cannot rely on anyone 
but ourselves. We saw 
that wherever we are not 
capable, no one will have 
mercy on us,” he said.

“Our resources are 
limited and we are com-

mitted to establishing se-
curity at a minimum cost.

“We upgrade our mis-
siles according to our 
enemies’ threats and 
actions, as a deterrent 
and to give a crushing re-
sponse to the enemy,” he 
added.

Hatami added that re-
gional rival Saudi Arabia 
“has the largest military 
budget in the world af-
ter America and China... 
while our defence budget 
is limited”.

“What would any 
nation with such a situ-
ation and past do in our 
place?” he said.

The defence minis-
ter dismissed the idea of 
an “Arab NATO” -- an old 
concept that has recently 
resurfaced as Washing-
ton tries to push region-
al countries to accept 
a greater share of their 
defence.

“Arab NATO is part of 
the game of creating dis-
cord by the enemy and 
it’s not worth paying at-
tention to,” said Hatami.

“It is unlikely that 
America and the Zion-
ist regime (Israel) al-
low Muslim countries 
to come together. They 
know well that the aim of 
Muslim nations is to de-
stroy the Zionist regime 
and defend Palestine,” he 
added.

Iran announces 
new ighter jet

L , A  19 (AFP): 
A strong 6.3-magnitude 
earthquake rocked the 
Indonesian island of 
Lombok today, sending 
people leeing into the 
streets just two weeks af-
ter a quake which killed 
more than 460 people.

The quake was cen-
tred west-southwest of 
Belanting town in East 
Lombok, the US Geolog-
ical Survey said, at a rel-
atively shallow depth of 
seven kilometres.

There were no imme-
diate reports of deaths or 
injuries from the latest 
tremor.

“The earthquake 
caused people to panic 
and lee their houses,” 
national disaster agency 
spokesman Sutopo Pur-
wo Nugroho told Metro 
TV. “We are still check-
ing.”

He added that land-
slides were reported in a 
national park where hun-
dreds of hikers had been 
trapped on a volcano af-
ter a quake in late July.

Residents said the 
earthquake was felt 
strongly in East Lombok.

“I was driving to 
deliver aid to evacuees 
when suddenly the 
electricity pole was 
swaying. I realised it was 
an earthquake.

“People started to 
scream and cry. They all 
ran to the street,” East 
Lombok resident Augus 
Salim told AFP.

The tremor was also 
felt in the island’s capi-
tal Mataram and on the 
neighbouring resort is-
land of Bali.

It comes two weeks 
after a shallow 6.9-mag-
nitude quake on August 

5 levelled tens of thou-
sands of homes, mosques 
and businesses across 
Lombok.

More than 460 peo-
ple died and tens of thou-
sands were injured.

The hardest hit re-
gion was in the north of 
the island.

A week before that 
quake another tremor 
surged through the is-
land and killed 17.

The August 5 quake 
left more than 350,000 
displaced with many 
sleeping under tents or 
tarpaulins near their ru-
ined homes or in evac-
uation shelters, while 
makeshift medical facil-
ities were set up to treat 
the injured.

Badly damaged 
roads, particularly in the 
mountainous north of 
the island, have created a 
headache for relief agen-
cies trying to distribute 
aid.

The economic toll of 
the quake -- including its 
impact to buildings, in-
frastructure and produc-
tivity -- has been estimat-
ed to be at least 5 trillion 
rupiah ( 348 million).

Indonesia, an 
archipelago of thousands 
of islands, sits on the 
so-called Paci ic “Ring 
of Fire”, where tectonic 
plates collide and 
many of the world’s 
volcanic eruptions and 
earthquakes occur 
In 2004, a tsunami 
triggered by a magnitude 
9.3 undersea earthquake 
off the coast of Sumatra, 
in western Indonesia, 
killed 220,000 people 
in countries around the 
Indian Ocean, including 
168,000 in Indonesia.

Strong 6.3
earthquake 

rocks Indonesia’s 
Lombok island
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ARIES: You’re feeling altruistic to-
day, Aries. You’re eager to do what 
you can for others. You can now put 
into action all those lofty visions of 
volunteering for a worthy cause. It’s 
time to do some real work. You’ll 
be astonished at how great it feels to 
make a direct contribution. Spending 
time chopping vegetables in a soup 
kitchen is much more satisfying than 
mailing a check.
TAURUS: Children are highlighted 
today, Taurus, either yours or some-
one else’s. You could be in one of 
the healing professions. If you’re a 
nurse or doctor, you may have the 
opportunity to make a big diff erence 
in the life of one of your patients. If 
you’re a parent, see if you can spend 
extra time with your children. You 
will all benefi t from some quality 
time together.

GEMINI: You have a generous spir-
it, Gemini. And today you’re feeling 
particularly altruistic. Finally, you 
have a chance to help your fellow 
man in a very real, direct way. For-
get about big goals and lofty visions. 
Don’t try to set out to eradicate 
world hunger. You can go down to 
a local shelter and help cook a meal 
for a few dozen people. The personal 
contact will do you good.
CANCER: This may be an intense 
day, Cancer, especially if you follow 
your instincts and say what needs to 
be said to loved ones. There may be 
some unresolved issues at home. Do 
you and your siblings need to address 
them? If so, today is the day. You can 
expect some emotional reactions. 
This will be draining at fi rst but ulti-
mately therapeutic.
LEO: This is just the kind of day you 

like, Leo - intense and supercharged, 
just like you! It seems there’s a dead-
line coming up, or a time-sensitive 
project. You’ll have a lot to do and 
not a lot of time in which to do it. 
This is when you’re at your most pro-
ductive. Just remember to drink plen-
ty of water and eat. Even superheroes 
need fuel in order to accomplish their 
heroics.
VIRGO: You’re an organized, dis-
ciplined person, Virgo. No one who 
knows you would disagree. But there 
are times when you need to loosen 
up a bit, and this is just such a time. 
Forget about work, chores, and all 
your daily obligations. You’ve been 
working too hard lately. Live a little. 
Take a holiday. Don’t think of this as 
being irresponsible. Think of it as be-
ing human!
LIBRA: Libra, today you may have 

to make some important decisions. 
You’re demanding of your friends 
and loved ones. Have you ever 
thought about why? It’s possible that 
you demand more of them than you 
do of yourself, and that doesn’t seem 
fair, does it? Today insight and in-
spiration will show you how you can 
rectify this. Lower your standards 
for others or raise your standards for 
yourself. Level the playing fi eld.
SCORPIO: You may be thinking 
about everything you need to do 
to improve your work situation. 
You’ve made your demands clear, 
but no one seems to be paying at-
tention. Maybe you’ve approached 
the wrong people. This could be just 
the excuse you’ve always needed to 
become your own boss. You have 
creativity and sound business ideas, 
Scorpio. 

SAGITTARIUS: You’re sensitive, 
Sagittarius, and impressionable. 
You may not appreciate the intense 
atmosphere building, but it may be 
just what you need to get motivat-
ed. Yes, you’re about to face a lot of 
pressure, but you can handle it. No 
more planning, no more delays, no 
more staring off  into space. Buckle 
down and get your work done. You 
can fantasize during your free time.
CAPRICORN: It’s one thing to 
stick to your guns, another altogeth-
er to do so without considering the 
views of others. People may resent 
this stubbornness, Capricorn. Today 
you’re encouraged to take a good 
look at yourself. Practice listening 
rather than speaking and you may be 
amazed at what you learn. Other peo-
ple have opinions, too. Some of them 
are valid. Imagine that!

AQUARIUS: Today you may be 
confronted with one of the harsher 
aspects of your personality, Aquarius. 
It can be a bit of a shock when such 
a thing happens. It may be that your 
temper fl ares or you wrestle with 
feelings of jealousy. You’re normally 
on top of your emotions, and losing 
control in any way is upsetting. Don’t 
fret. You’re human like everyone else. 
Learn what you can from the experi-
ence and move on.
PISCES: Today you won’t feel 
quite like your usual upbeat self, 
Pisces. There’s nothing to be con-
cerned about. It’s just that you have 
a lot to do and can’t help but be fo-
cused on it. You certainly are consci-
entious! See if you can’t get out for 
some fun after you’ve fi nished your 
tasks. You’ve earned a break.

2 CHAINZ MARRIES KESHA WARD: 2 Chainz is 
fi nally a married man! The rapper, whose real name 
is Tauheed Epps, and his longtime girlfriend, Kesha 
Ward, said “I do” in front of family and friends on 
Saturday, his rep confi rmed. The two tied the knot 
at the Villa Casa Casuarina in Miami, which was 
once the home to the late designer Gianni Versace.

Her fourth studio album - 
Sweetener - was released 

on 17 Aug and is already re-
ceiving stellar reviews. And, 
between the 15-song catalog, 
Ariana Grande made sure to 
include a touching tribute to 
the victims who were killed 
during a terrorist attack after 
her concert in Manchester, 
England in 2017.

Grande titled the inal 
track of the new collection 
Get Well Soon, a ive-minute, 
22-second song focused on 
healing and dedicated to the 
22 victims of the bombings at 
Manchester Arena following 
her May 22 show.

“This is for everybody,” 
she sang on the track. “Babe, 
you gotta take care of you 
body, yuh yuh. Ain’t no time 
to deny it, that is why we 
talking about it. So deal with 
it, don’t try to get by it.”

While the music stops 
long before the song is over, 
Grande included 40 seconds 
of silence at the end of the 
track to further honor her 
fans.

The No Tears Left to Cry 
powerhouse told Vogue UK 
in July that she suffered from 
anxiety and post-traumatic 
stress disorder following the 
tragic event which also in-

jured nearly 500 people.
“It’s hard to talk about 

because so many people 
have suffered such severe, 
tremendous loss,” she said. 

“But, yeah, it’s a real thing. 
I know those families and 
my fans, and everyone there 
experienced a tremendous 
amount of it as well. Time is 

the biggest thing. I feel like 
I shouldn’t even be talking 
about my own experience — 
like I shouldn’t even say any-
thing.”

Ariana later returned to 
the UK to raise funds for the 
victims during the One Love 
Manchester bene it concert.

“Thinking of you all today 
and every day,” she wrote in 
May on the anniversary of 
the attack.

In addition to her suc-
cess on the charts, Ariana is 
certainly feeling the love at 
home after boyfriend Pete 
Davidson proposed with a 
$93,000 pear-shaped dia-
mond in June, just weeks 
after the couple went public 
with their relationship.

And while fans were 
shocked by the union and 
even more surprised at the 
speedy trajectory of their 
commitment, Pete admitted 
he knew years ago that Ar-
iana was the one for him af-
ter the couple met while she 
hosted an episode of Satur-
day Night Live in 2016.

The power couple are 
also setting up house after re-
cently purchasing a $16mil-
lion apartment in New York’s 
Chelsea neighborhood.  

Ariana Grande pays tribute to the 22 victims
of the Manchester bombings!

M , A  19 (PTI): Every time Rajkum-
mar Rao decides he will do only two ilms a 
year, but the “greedy” actor says he cannot let 
go of a good script as everyone is replaceable 
in the industry.

Last year, Rajkummar had as many as six 
releases with ilms such as “Trapped”, “Bareil-
ly Ki Bar i” and “Newton”.

The actor began 2018 with “Omerta”, fol-
lowed by “Fanney Khan” and is geared up for 
his third release, “Stree”, a horror comedy di-
rected by Amar Kaushik.

Rajkummar says he inds it impossible to 
refuse a good ilm and hence ends up doing it.

“Whenever I think I’m going to do two 
ilms a year, I get another wonderful story, 

like ‘Stree’, and I’m like wow! Everybody is re-
placeable, nobody is irreplaceable here. If I’m 
going to say no to it because I want to do two 
ilms a year and sit at home, someone else 

will,” he says.
“I am a greedy actor, I want all the scripts 

to come to me. So I do all the good ilms which 
come my way, even if it means I’ll rest a lit-
tle less. Every time I think I’m going to take it 
slow, a good script comes along,” he adds.

It is not that the 33-year-old actor has not 
turned down a project, but whenever he has 
he has been honest about it.

“I’ve said no to some important people 
and they were kind and sweet to understand 
where I was coming from. Somehow I couldn’t 
see myself in those scripts. It’s important to 
say ‘no’ and say it rightly. My mantra is to be 
honest about it. They’ve been here for so long, 
you can’t try to be smart with them,” he says.

For the actor, who made his debut in 2010 
with Dibakar Banerjee’s “Love Sex Aur Dho-
ka”, almost everything fell into place last year 
where he got a chance to perform in ilms of 
genres ranging from comedy, romance, drama 
to thriller.

Rajkummar says, over the years, he has 
learnt that he cannot land ilms by “network-
ing” or attending parties.

“There’s no formula to success. No for-

mula that you go to ilmy parties and you 
might get work, or do some networking. All 
that doesn’t matter anymore, it’s your work 
which speaks. I still believe that. My work has 
to speak.

“I can’t do networking, I can’t go to parties, 
I can’t just be in touch with someone because 
I might get work. I can’t be sending good 
morning messages to people. I’d rather work 
on my craft because I’m still not sure of my 
craft. I still get nervous before I start a new 
ilm. It happens every time.”

Working on the craft, Rajkummar ex-
plains, involves him completely nose-diving 
into the character, which includes creating 
back stories and learning a new language.

For “Stree”, also featuring Shraddha Ka-
poor, the actor learnt stitching and using 
manual sewing machines.

“I picked up an accent (from Madhya 
Pradesh) and tried to keep it authentic, which 
is tough. It’s easy to make it into a caricature. 
So, if possible I visit the place and spend some 
time with the locals to get it right. It’s excit-
ing to explore new characters every time,” he 
adds.

Produced by Raj Nidimoru and Krishna 
DK and Dinesh Vijan, “Stree” releases on Au-
gust 31.

New season 
of ‘Koffee 
With Karan’ 
to premiere 
on Oct 21
M , A  19 (PTI): 
Karan Johar will be back with 
the sixth season of his celeb-
rity chat show, “Koffee With 
Karan” from October 21.

The 46-year-old ilmmak-
er, who hosts the Star World 
show, took to Twitter to 
make the announcement.

“And here it is! #Koffee-
WithKaran, premieres 21 
Oct, Sundays 9 PM. @Star-
WorldIndia,” Johar wrote.

The “Ae Dil Hai Mushkil” 
director also revealed on so-
cial media that the shoot of 
the show is underway.

Johar had earlier teased 
that the show will return 
with a bang.

“Time to wake up and 
smell the... COMING SOON,” 
he tweeted, along with his 
photograph from the sets of 
the show.

The last installment of the 
show, which premiered on No-
vember 6, 2016, was in news 
after Kangana Ranaut called 
Johar the “ lag-bearer of nep-
otism” in one of the episodes, 
kick-starting the debate about 
Bollywood’s favouritism to-
wards industry kids.

M , A  19 
(PTI): Megastar Am-
itabh Bachchan has 
started shooting for 
the 10th season of his 
hit game show “Kaun 
Banega Crorepati”.

In a new blog post, 
the 75-year-old actor 
reminisced about the 
early days of his hit show 
that started its journey back 
in 2000.

“The irst day of shoot for 
KBC... and the apprehensions 
and nervous energy eating 
up the intestines... It’s been 
18 years of KBC in India and 
the 10th season... A majority 
of which have been associat-
ed with me... Seems strange 
but there it is...” Bachchan 
wrote.

“The location the crew 
the stage the meetings the 

references and the brie ings 
.. all form such a vast vari-
ety of creative input that it 
is dif icult to ignore even the 
smallest of suggestions...” he 
added.

The veteran actor said 
that though shooting for the 
show has been a “daunting” 
and “most arduous” task, he 
still believes that the contin-
ued support from the audi-
ences “is enough reason to be 
there even after 18 years of 
its existence”.

“To know and meet the 

people of my land, from 
distant destinations... 
To hear their stories of 
struggle and condition 
is heart breaking at 
times... Yet when you 
witness their achieve-
ments and the libera-
tion of all their woes, 
it is the most satisfy-

ing moment... A life changes 
and in some small way when 
KBC is able to achieve that 
then the association with the 
game show is all the more 
worthy,” Bachchan said.

“There is a sense of pride 
in what we conduct for the 
bene it of others but there 
is the greatest pride in the 
achieving of the contestant... 
And the happiness that the 
few hours at the hot seat 
brings for them,” he added.

Nobody is irreplaceable in Bollywood:
Rajkummar Rao

Bachchan starts shooting for ‘KBC’ 10th season,
remembers game show’s early days


