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CM assures proper completion 
of pending projects

STATE-LEVEL TENDONG LHO RUM FAAT CELEBRATED AT GYALSHING

Gyalshing, 08 Aug [IPR]: 
Tendong Lho Rum Faat 
was celebrated with 
much enthusiasm and 
fervour at Gyalshing 
today with Chief Minis-
ter Prem Singh Tamang 
[Golay] as chief guest 
accompanied by Speaker 
LB Das, Deputy Speaker 
Sangay lepcha, Cabinet 
Ministers, MLAs, officials 
and public at large. 

The CM congratulat-
ed the people of the state 
and also extended his 
best regards towards the 
Lepcha community while 
emphasizing that the fes-
tival was not exclusive to 
one specific community 
and was a celebration for 
all the people of the state 
regardless of their cul-
tural and religion . 

With regards to the 
recent Jammu and Kash-
mir issue and the deci-
sion made by the Union 
Government of India on 
Article 370, he congratu-
lated the Prime Minister 
for it and extended the 
support of the State gov-
ernment and the people 

of Sikkim. 
He also welcomed 

the statement made by 
Union Home Minister, 
Amit Shah, stating that 
full protection will be 
given to Article 371F.

The Chief Minister 
added that during his 

recent visit to New Delhi 
he had put up a request 
with political leaders at 
the Centre to protect Ar-
ticle 371F. 

In addition, he empha-
sized on the pending gov-
ernment related develop-
mental works such as the 

“Stairway to Heaven” proj-
ect and assured proper 
completion of the project.  

Highlighting that 
there are several com-
munity-specific festivals 
in Sikkim, he urged the 
people to accept and cel-
ebrate all festivities as 

one unit, a gesture which 
would strengthen Sik-
kim, he stressed. 

He also informed that 
the state government has 
successfully allocated bud-
get release for arrears and 
pensions of all employees 
in one single installment 

as against the staggered 
release decided by the pre-
vious Government.

He also underlined 
the efforts made by the 
state government to pro-
vide salaries for those 
appointed under the One 
Family One Job scheme. 

He also delved on 
impediments and con-
straints faced by the 
current government due 
to fabricated project re-
ports submitted by the 
previous government.

The CM announced 
that five seats out of the 
50 under the Chief Min-
ister’s Meritorious Schol-
arship Scheme will be 
earmarked for students 
from Dzongu constitu-
ency and highlighted de-
velopmental works to be 
carried out without any 
disturbance in the con-
stituency of Dzongu. 

He affirmed that the 
state government will 
always work towards 
the protection of Dz-
ongu and the rest of the 
state as a whole. 
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Kalimpong XI down USFC in Chogyal Sir 
Tashi Namgyal Memorial Cup opener

SAGAR CHHETRI
Gangtok, 08 Aug: 

A brace by Dewashish 
Rai helped Kalim-

pong XI secure its place 
in the semi-final round 
of the Independence Day 
Football Tournament 
2019 for Chogyal Sir 
Tashi Namgyal Memorial 
Cup here at Paljor Stadi-
um today after it edged 
past United Sikkim Foot-
ball Club 2-1.

Both teams main-
tained constant pressure 

playing an attacking game 
right since the start but 
failed to convert some 
good opportunities. 

Dewashish Rai broke 
through in the 34th 
minute, earning Kalim-
pong XI the lead. 

United Sikkim FC, all 
drafted into  the team 
recently, worked hard 
to equalize but were 
thwarted and the first 
half ended 1-0 in favour 
of the guest team.

They returned to the 

second half as intent and 
pressed the Kalimpong 
defence hard leading to 
a foul in the Kalimpong 
D-Box area when one of 
the defenders tackling a 
USFC player dangerously 
hard. This was in the 65th 
minute and the referee 
offered a penalty shot to 
the home team. Tanku 
Lama converted the spot 
kick and the match was 
brought level with little 
over 15 minutes left for 
the final whistle.

The match picked 
up even more pace af-
ter this and Dewashish 
Rai completed his brace 
with a wonderful goal in 
the 75th minute, sealing 
a 2-1 victory for Kalim-
pong XI.

The inaugural match 
had SFA president, Men-
la Ethenpa as the chief 
guest accompanied by 
other executive members 
of the association. 

The tournament is 
turn to pg02

Art 370 has given separatism, 
terrorism in J&K: PM, hails 

its revocation ‘historic’
New Delhi, Aug 8 (PTI): Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Thursday strongly defended his gov-
ernment’s decision to revoke Article 370 in Jammu 
and Kashmir, saying the provision has not given 
anything except separatism, corruption and family 
rule to the state, and Pakistan has used it as a tool 
to spread terrorism.

In his televised address to the nation, Modi 
hailed his government’s decision to revoke the Ar-
ticle as “historic” and said a new era has begun in 
Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh.

“The dream of Shyama Prasad Mookerjee, Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee, Sardar Vallabhai Patel and crores 
of Indians has now been fulfiled,” he said.

Asserting that no one has been able to justify 
how the Article 370 and Article 35A was benefit-
ting people of the state, the Prime Minister said 
these provisions did not give anything except sep-
aratism, corruption, terrorism and family rule.

Attacking Pakistan, which has termed India’s 
move as “unilateral and illegal” and strongly pro-
tested by downgrading diplomatic ties, Modi said Paki-
stan used Article 370 as a “tool to spread terrorism”.

“In last three decades, over 42,000 people lost 
their lives,” he said, adding “we will rid J&K of ter-
rorism and separatism under new measures.”

He also said over 1.5 crore people of J&K were 
being denied benefits of legislations meant for the 
entire country.

Spelling out his government’s development 
plans for J&K, he said state government employ-
ees including police will soon get benefits on par 
with employees of other Union Territories and all 
vacant posts in Jammu and Kashmir, and Ladakh 
will be filled, creating employment opportunities.

He also assured people of J&K that they will 
get opportunity to elect their representatives in a 
transparent way.

“As J&K will see more and more development. 
I do not think it will remain Union Territory for 
long. Ladakh will remain the UT,” Modi said.

Earlier this week, the Union government revoked 
Article 370 to withdraw special status to J&K and bi-
furcated the region into two UTs --Jammu and Kash-
mir, Ladakh. They also got Parliament nod for it.

BJP MLA Sengar, others 
framed Unnao rape case 

victim’s father: CBI to court
New Delhi, Aug 8 (PTI): The CBI on Thursday 
told a Delhi court that Uttar Pradesh MLA Kuldeep 
Singh Sengar and his brother assaulted the father 
of the 17-year-old Unnao rape case victim and 
framed him in an Arms Act case, in collusion with 
three state police officials and five others.

The agency submitted to District Judge 
Dharmesh Sharma that the MLA and his “accom-
plices”, got lodged an FIR, accusing the rape vic-
tim’s father of possessing a country-made pistol 
and four live cartridges.

The FIR also accused the victim’s father of ver-
bally abusing the MLA’s brother Atul Singh Sengar 
and others involved in the case.

CBI counsel Ashok Bhartendu told the court 
that the three police officials, accused in the case of 
assaulting the victim’s father, included the then Makhi 
police station’s in-charge Ashok Singh Bhadauria, Sub 
Inspector Kamta Prasad and Constable Amir Khan.

While Bhadauria and Prasad were out on bail, 
Amir, who was not arrested in the case, was grant-
ed the relief from the arrest by the court today.

The charges, however, were denied by the ac-
cused persons, which also included Shailendra 
Singh, Vineet Mishra, Birendra Singh, Shashi Prat-
ap Singh and Ram Sharan Singh.

According to the CBI, the incident took place on 
April 3, 2018 following an altercation between the 
victim’s father and Shashi Pratap Singh.

The charge sheet filed on July 13, 2018, said 
the victim’s father and his co-worker were return-
ing to their village, Makhi, when they asked Shashi 
Pratap Singh to give them a lift up to the village in 
their vehicle. Singh, however, denied the lift, trig-
gering an altercation among them.

This prompted Singh to call up his associates, 
following which MLA’s brother Atul Singh Sengar 
reached the spot along with others and beat up the 
victim’s father and his co-workers.

The victim’s father was subsequently taken to 
the police station by them and an FIR was lodged 
against him and he was arrested. The charge 
sheet said all this while, MLA Kuldeep Singh Sen-
ger was in touch with the district police super-
intendent, police station’s in-charge Bhadauria. 
Later he also talked to the doctor, who examined 
the victim’s father. 

J-K administration asks govt employees 
to return to work immediately

Jammu, Aug 8 (PTI): The Jammu 
and Kashmir administration on 
Thursday asked all government em-
ployees to return to work immedi-
ately, an official spokesperson said.

The order comes amid an un-
precedented security cover and sev-
eral restrictions in the Valley over 
the past three days in the wake of 
abrogation of provisions of Article 

370 in Jammu and Kashmir.
According to the directions is-

sued by the chief secretary of Jam-
mu and Kashmir, all the govern-
ment employees who are working 
at divisional and district levels and 
in the Civil Secretariat, Srinagar, 
have to report back to their duties 
with immediate effect.

The order said the adminis-

tration had made the necessary 
arrangements for providing the 
employees a smooth and secure 
working environment.

For any assistance, the em-
ployees can contact the office of 
deputy commissioner and re-
gional transport office, Jammu, at 
2571616, 2571912 and 2520542, 
the spokesperson said.

President signs National 
Medical Commission Bill

New Delhi, Aug 8 (PTI): 
President Ram Nath Kov-
ind on Thursday gave 
assent to a key legisla-
tion aimed at ushering 
in mega reforms in the 
medical education sector 
and replacing the nearly 
63-year-old Indian Med-
ical Council Act.

The National Medical 
Commission (NMC) Bill, 
passed by both houses of 
Parliament, will be noti-
fied in the gazette soon, 
Union Health Minister 
Harsh Vardhan said.

“Once notified, the 
rules will be framed and 
the NMC will be consti-
tuted for development 
and regulation of all 
aspects of medical ed-
ucation, profession and 
institutions. All these 
will be done within six 
months,” he added.

The NMC will re-
place the scam-tainted 
Medical Council of India. 
The president dissolved 
the MCI in 2018 and a 
Board of Governors was 
appointed to perform its 
functions.

Terming the NMC 
Act, a “progressive” leg-
islation, Vardhan said it 
will ensure probity, qual-
ity education and bring 
down costs of medical 
education. It simplifies 
procedures and provides 
wider access to people 
for quality healthcare.

Referring to protests 
against certain provi-
sions of the NMC Bill, 
Vardhan said, “Medical 
students and residents 
doctors had some mis-
understandings and mis-

conceptions about some 
provisions of the bill. I 
have cleared their doubts.”

The legislation pro-
vides for national en-
trance test NEET along 
with common counsel-
ling for MBBS, and a 
common final year MBBS 
exam, to be known as Na-
tional Exit Test (NEXT), 
which will be applicable 
to all institutes including 
those of national impor-
tance like AIIMS.

The NEXT results 
would be the base for 
admission to PG courses 
and to obtain license to 
practice. It would also act 
as a screening test for for-
eign medical graduates.

“This provision will 
eliminate the need for stu-
dents to approach multi-
ple colleges and take part 
in multiple counselling 
processes for admission. 
This will save students 
and their families unnec-
essary physical and finan-
cial trauma,” Vardhan said.

“Once a candidate 
clears NEXT, he can reg-
ister himself and obtain 
a licence to practice. 
The Act does not impose 
any restriction on the 
number of attempts at 
NEXT for improving the 
rank for admission to PG 
courses,” he said.

The NMC will be an 
overarching body, which 
will frame policies and 
coordinate activities of 
four autonomous boards. 
These boards will look 
after the work of UG and 
PG education, Medical As-
sessment and Rating and 
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URGeNTLy ReqUIReD: 
Urgent Recruitment for a waiter 

with atleast 3 years experience and 
one kitchen helper. Contact: Hotel 

Paramount, Dentam, West Sik-
kim- 9735909625 / 8348285444

WANTED 
HOUSEKEEPER/BABYSITTER . 

Contact:  9933443442/9800500696.
GENERAL INFORMATION

This is for general information of all concerned 
that Hotel Parasol Residency, Panihouse, Deorali 
East Sikkim shall remain closed for a period of 
six months for carrying out necessary repairs. 
All concerned tour operators and clients are 
requested to refrain from booking or deal with 
any sort with regard to Hotel Parasol Residency, 
Panihouse, Deorali, East Sikkim.

Mr. Subash Lama
Proprietor

Hotel Parasol Residency,
 Panihouse, Deorali, East Sikkim

Four & half Storied building on SALE, behind Hotel 
Agarwal at Pani House, Gangtok, East Sikkim. In-
terested parties may also buy flats – 2 flats – 1650 
sq.ft , 1 Flat – 1186 sq.ft & 1 Flat on top (1 & half)- 
3000 sq.ft. Contact: -9434751150

visit us at
www.summittimes.com

CHANGE OF NAME
I, DILLI RAM CHETTRI S/o KARNA BAHADUR 
CHETTRI, R/o: MAKHA, EAST SIKKIM, MAKHA, 
PATUK SINGBEL, EAST SIKKIM, Gangtok,Sikkim - 
737134, have changed my name from DILLI RAM 
CHETTRI to BIREN CHETTRI for all purposes in 
future.

DOCUMENTS LOST
I, Saurav Sunar, s/o Mohan Sunar, r/o Shantinagar, 
Singtam have lost my original marksheet of Sec-
ondary School Examination 2014-16 from New 
Light Academy, Namchi, South Sikkim between 
Gangtok to Singtam. My Roll Number is 3158402 
and Registration No. G615/05519/0028. Finder 
Contact : 9126502808

The CM also announced plans to tour all the con-
stituencies of the State along with the entire govern-
ment machinery in the near future.

Interestingly, Agriculture Minister LN Sharma, the 
chief patron of the organizing committee, delivered 
his address in Lepcha and expressed gratitude to-
wards the government for selecting Gyalshing as the 
veneue for the state-level celebration of Tendong lho 
Rum Faat 2019. 

He welcomed that West District was witnessing a 
new beginning with a delightful state level function 
and wished for more development for all four districts 
in the future. 

He underlined that Sikkim has diverse cultures 
and traditions and urged for unity amongst all com-
munities in the state for the betterment of the State.

The Chief Minister was also felicitated and hon-
oured for redefining development and progress in 
Sikkim along with his resounding victory in the recent 
general elections. 

He was presented with a citation along with Pugo 
Reep, Sumok Thyaktuk and a traditional Lepcha 
weapon, Banphok, by the Lepcha committee. 

The Pano Mun Solong award in the field of Art 
and Culture was awarded to Dawa Lepcha. Thikung 
General GB Mainwarning award was conferred on NT 
Lepcha and Lhatshering Kunchudyangmu Memorial 
Literary award conferred on Puspa Choden.

Karma R. Bonpo, the DC West, Tshering Wangchuk, 
Sherap Lepcha, Azing Lepcha, Passang Lepcha, Tsher-
ing Ongmu Lepcha and Passang Tshering Lepcha were 
also felicitated by the organizing committee for their 
contributions towards society in various fields. 

Education Minister Kunga Nima Lepcha and RDD 
Minister Sonam Lama also spoke on the occasion as did 
president, Sikkim Lepcha Association, Tseten Lepcha.

Later, the Chief Minister also attended the on-go-
ing Independence Day football tournament at Kyong-
sa playground.

CM assures...

being organised by Sikkim Football Association under 
the aegis of the Home Department.

The other participating teams are Sikkim premier 
division clubs - Sikkim Aakraman Football Club, Sik-
kim Himalayan Sporting Club and Sikkim Police along 
with Kanchenjunga Football Club of Siliguri, Darjeel-
ing XI and ARC Shillong.

The second quarter-final match is scheduled to be 
played between Sikkim Aakraman Football Club and 
Khanchenjunga Football Club on Friday. 

Kalimpong XI...

Ethics and Medical Registration.
Dismissing fears about NMC being dominated by 

Central nominees, Vardhan said, “This is not true. 
There will be 10 vice chancellors of state health uni-
versities and nine elected members of state medical 
councils in the NMC.”

“Thus 19 out of 33 members, which is more than 
half of the total strength, would be from states and 
only a minority of members will be appointed by the 
Central government thereby ensuring NMC is repre-
sentative, inclusive and respecting the federal struc-
ture of Indian polity.”

The NMC will have eminent medical personalities 
as members who will be appointed for only one term 
of four years and will not be eligible for any further 
extension.

“They will have to declare their assets at the time 
of being appointed and again while demitting office,” 
Vardhan said.

The members will also have to declare their pro-
fessional and commercial engagement or involve-
ment which will be published on the website of the 
Commission.

It has been further provided that chairperson/
member on ceasing to hold office will not accept for a 
period of two years any employment in any capacity 
in a private medical institute whose matter has been 
dealt with them either directly or indirectly, he said.

Refuting allegations that the clause on fees regula-
tion will make the medical education expensive, Vard-
han clarified there was no provision to regulate fees in 
the Indian Medical Council Act 1956.

In view of the lack of a regulatory mechanism, the 
Supreme Court had to pass orders for setting up of 
fees committees in each state to be chaired by retired 
high court judges.

Deemed-to-be universities refused to submit be-
fore this committee and remained virtually unregu-
lated, the health minister said.

“The Act provides for regulation of fees and all 
other charges in 50 per cent seats in private colleges 
as well as deemed-to-be universities. Nearly 50 pc of 
the total MBBS seats in the country are in government 
colleges, which have nominal fees. Of the remaining 
seats, 50 pc would be regulated by NMC.

“This means that almost 75 pc of total seats in 
the country would be available at reasonable fees. 
It must be stressed again at this point that not only 
fees, but fees and all other charges are being regu-
lated,” Vardhan said.

Dispelling fears that clause 32 of the Act will en-
courage quackery, he said a provision has been made 
to register Community Health Providers (CHPs) who 
will be modern medicine professionals and not those 
dealing with any alternative system of medicine.

“Also, they will have limited powers for pro-
viding primary and preventive healthcare at the 
mid-level,” he said.

He stated that eminent doctors in NMC will de-
cide their qualifications through regulations which 
will be finalized after extensive public consultation 
and debate.

“A false impression is being created that the 
provision for CHPs has been made to legalise 
quack8/8/2019 8:03:30 PMs. On the contrary, the 
punishment for quackery has been enhanced to up to 
one year imprisonment and upto Rs 5 lakhs fine from 
the existing Rs 1000,” he said.

President signs...Tendong Lho Rum Faat at Lepcha Taar

SUMMIT RePoRT
Gangtok, 08 Aug: 

Tendong Lho Rum Faat 
was celebrated in 

grand manner at Lepcha 
Taar at Lingmoo in South 
Sikkim on Thursday. 

Bikash Basnet, Confi-
dential Secretary to the 

CM, was present as the 
chief guest accompanied 
by other dignitaries. 

The celebration, 
organised by a Ling-
moo-based youth asso-
ciation, Tendong Tarhat 
Shejum, started with the 
offering of prayers by 

Bongthings followed by 
cultural presentations 
and a volleyball match.  

In his address, the chief 
guest congratulated the 
organising committee for 
the grand celebration and 
conveyed his best wishes 
to the people. He urged the 

people to conserve culture 
and traditions and take it 
forward with the coming 
generations. 

He assured that the 
State government would 
always work to con-
serve and preserve such 
festivals.

Namchi I-Day football 
tourney begins

Namchi, 08 Aug [IPR]: 
The 73rd Independence 
Day celebrations at 
Namchi commenced on 
06 August with the In-
dependence Day Foot-
ball Tournament hosted 
this year by the newly 
established Football As-
sociation of Namchi. 

On the opening day, 
wife of the Chief Minister 
of Sikkim, Krishna Ku-
mari Rai was present as 
the chief guest. 

The tournament is 
being held in U-14 cat-
egory where students 
of schools from aroun 
Namchi are partici-
pating, Girls Open and 
Men’s Open categories 
with teams from Sikkim 
and neighbouring Dar-

jeeling and Kalimpong 
participating. 

On the opening day, 
Childhood Club Namchi 
beat Bhanjyang FC 2¬–0 
while Tendong School 
beat New Secondary 
school Namchi. 

On the third day, Se-
nior Secondary School 
beat Assangthang while 
Namchi Public School 
beat Maniram SS in the 
U-14 category. 

Red Panda Nam-
chi defeated a spirited 
Friends Club of Namchi. 

Addl Chief Engi-
neer, Jigmey Namgyal 
attended the occasion 
as the chief guest. Ga-
nesh Rai is the presi-
dent of the organising 
committee.

Abrogation of Article 370 
bold but with dangerous 

repercussions: SPCC 
SUMMIT RePoRT
GANGToK, 08 Aug: 

Sikkim Pradesh Con-
gress Committee has 

said that the recent deci-
sion of the BJP govern-
ment at the Centre to 
abrogate Article 370 of 
the Constitution was a 
bold and decisive step 
but its repercussions 
could be dangerous. 

An SPCC press release 
issued by its treasurer 
Karma Tashi Bhutia states 
that if the government had 
consulted political parties 

of the State then it would 
not have harmed the na-
tion’s image. 

The step taken by BJP 
was the result of the peo-
ple’s support it received 
in the 2019 election but 
only time will tell what 
its consequences will be, 
the party has said.

SPCC has further said 
that it welcomes the de-
cision to make Ladakh 
a Union Territory but is 
saddened that Jammu 
and Kashmir is no longer 
a State.

North celebrates 
Tendong Lho Rum Faat 

Mangan, 08 Aug (IPR): 
The Tendong Lho Rum 
Faat festival was cele-
brated in a grand man-
ner at Ringhim helipad, 
North Sikkim, today. The 
function was organized 
by Tendong Lho Rum 
Faat Celebration Com-
mittee, Ringhim Nampa-
tam & Mangan.

Joint Director, 
Kanchenjunga Nation-
al Park, Forest Depart-
ment, Sugen Saring at-
tended the event as the 
chief guest.

Tendong Lho Rum 
Faat is one of the oldest 
festivals celebrated by 
the Lepcha people. The 
name Tendong hill from 
which the festival de-
rives its name translates 

to “the hill of the raised 
horn” in Lepcha lan-
guage. It is said that this 
hill rose from the horns 
of a deity which saved 
the Lepcha tribe from the 
great flood. This festival 
is celebrated by Lepcha 
people to honour the dei-
ty and the hill.

At the onset of the 
celebrations, a prayer 
was performed by five 
Bongthings where they 
invoked the deities for 
the peace of the world 
and all sentiment being.

Some of the import-
ant features of the cel-
ebration were archery 
competition, poem rec-
itations, traditional Lep-
cha dance, singing, Tug-
of-War, skit, etc.

Art 371G giving spl rights to 
Mizoram not to be scrapped:  BJP

Aizawl, Aug 8 (PTI): 
The BJP Mizoram unit on 
Thursday asserted that 
the Narendra Modi gov-
ernment has no inten-
tion to scrap the Article 
371(G) that gives cer-
tain special provisions 
to the state, following 
the revoking of provi-
sions of Article 370 in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Scrapping of Art 371 
was never in the agenda 
or manifesto of the BJP 
and the NDA government 
would not touch it, BJP 
state unit general secre-
tary Vanlalhmuaka said.

Article 371(G) of the 
Constitution states that 
the Parliament cannot 
decide on the matters of 
the religious and social 
practices of the Mizos, 
civil and criminal law of 
the land, land ownership 
transfer, and customary 
law procedure without 
the consent of the As-
sembly. “(BJP national 
president) Amit Shah 
made a statement in the 
Parliament that Article 
371, giving special safe-
guards to the north east-
ern states, would not be 
altered,” he told report-
ers here.

Shah had on August 
6 said in Lok Sabha that 
there was no comparison 

between Article 370 and 
Article 371 and the gov-
ernment does not have 
any intention to remove 
Article 371.

Vanlalhmuaka ac-
cused state Congress 
chief Lal Thanhawla of 
trying to misguide the 
Mizo people by claim-
ing that the Article 371G 
was also in danger in the 
wake of the abrogation of 
the Article 370.

Hiphei, another se-
nior BJP leader, com-
pared Mizoram to a room 
in a home called India, 
which is occupied by a 
newly- married couple 
and people should knock 
before entering it.

Hiphei said he had 
made this analogy while 
opposing a motion on 
scrapping of the Inner 
Line Permit (ILP) system 
in Mizoram when he was 
a member of Rajya Sabha.

“I had made it very 
clear that Mizoram is 
not home for all Indians, 
but India is home for all 
the Indians. Mizoram is 
like one of the rooms of 
India. A newly-married 
couple is in the room, so 
anyone trying to enter it 
should knock first,” said 
the former assembly 
speaker who joined the 
BJP last year. 

Ghulam Nabi Azad not allowed 
to enter J-K, says central govt 
‘mercilessly massacred’ state

New Delhi, Aug 8 (PTI): Senior Congress leader 
Ghulam Nabi Azad, who was barred from entering 
Jammu and Kashmir and sent back from the Srinagar 
airport on Thursday, accused the BJP-led central gov-
ernment of having “mercilessly massacred” the state 
by “dismembering” it into two parts. He wondered if 
the Centre wanted to implement its decision to take 
away special status of Jammu and Kashmir by force as 
the entire region was put under lockdown and no one 
was even allowed to go out of house.

“The state of Jammu and Kashmir has been massa-
cred by the government mercilessly. All laws made by 
the state earlier have been scrapped, Article 370 has 
been diluted and Article 35A has been taken out. One 
of the most famous state in the world has been divid-
ed into two. We have been dismembered. We have lost 
identity. We have lost everything,” he told reporters 
after returning to Delhi.

Azad alleged that the people of Jammu and Kash-
mir have lost their identity and the pride of the state, 
which once had a “maharaja” and a prime minister 
and later for 18 years had the pride of having the Pres-
ident and the prime minister, has been lost. “The pride 
J&K was a Governor and a chief minister. Today, it will 
have only a Lt Governor. It is shame on the part of this 
government that this pride has been lost,” he said.

At the Delhi airport, Azad said he was told by po-
lice and civil officials that they had instructions not to 
allow him entry into Jammu and Kashmir and asked him 
to return. Azad said he represented Jammu and Kash-
mir in Rajya Sabha, and it was his right to visit the state 
and meet those who had voted for him. He said he as a 
member of the Council of States had a duty to perform 
towards his voters in the state of Jammu and Kashmir.

The former chief minister of Jammu and Kashmir 
was stopped at Srinagar airport. He had to return back 
to Delhi. He was accompanied by J&K Congress chief 
Ghulam Ahmed Mir.

Azad had gone to assess the situation in the Kash-
mir Valley and meet party leaders in the wake of the 
Centre revoking Jammu and Kashmir’s special status 
under Article 370 of the Constitution and dividing it 
into two union territories. “Maybe, (Prime Minister 
Narendra) Modi sahib wants to implement the new 
‘black law’ by force, by imposing curfew in 22 districts 
and then govern. What kind of governance is this,” he 
asked, accusing the government of claiming that peo-
ple are celebrating in the state. “They have ruined the 
state and they should be ashamed of doing so. They 
should be ashamed for ruining the state. The BJP has 
ruined the entire country first and now they have fin-
ished the state of Jammu and Kashmir,” he said.

Azad said during the flight he saw that not a single 
vehicle was on the road in the entire stretch of 80 kms of 
national highways around Srinagar. Such a situation, he 
said, has never been seen earlier even during the 1965 
and 1971 wars, as well as during the 1999 Kargil war. 
“Probably first time in history, we have witnessed this. 
Even during curfew such a situation was not seen there 
earlier,” he said. He said the passengers at Srinagar air-
port said that no one is even allowed to go out of their 
homes and visit even neighbours. Earlier in the day, Azad 
stoked a controversy by saying the people who had food 
with National Security Adviser Ajit Doval were “paid off” 
in Shopian district. Azad said “anyone can be brought 
along with money”, evoking a sharp reaction from the 
BJP which demanded an apology from him. 
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GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
RURAL MANAGEMENT & DEVELOPMENT 

DEPARTMENT
TASHILING, GANGTOK.

Memo No: 31/RM&DD/PLG                   DATED:24/07/2019

CORRIGENDUM.
Name of work:-Construction of Block Admin-
istrative Centre at Chumbung in West Sikkim.
In the Notice inviting Tender (NIT) of the above 
said work published vide 27/RMDD/E-Ten,Dated 
15.07.2019,The Name of work written”Construc-
tion of Office of Gram Vikash Kendra at Chum-
bung under Soreng-Chakung Constituency,West 
Sikkim”and the same may be now corrected and 
read as “Construction of Blick Administrative Cen-
tre(Khanda Prasasan Kendra)at Chumbung under 
Soreng-Chakung Constitency,West Sikkim.

Additional Chief Engineer(S/W)
RM & DD.

RO.NO:112/IPR/PUB/CLASSI/1920,  DT:26/07/2019.

SIKKIM UNIVERSITY
Date: 07.08.2019

NOTICE
This is to notify that some seats are vacant for admission to the 
following programmes in Sikkim University after the final coun-
seling on 30th July 2019.

1. MA Bhutia    6. MPA Music
2. MA Chinese    7. LLM Law 
3. MA Hindi    8. B.Sc. Geology
4. M.Ed Education    9. BPA Music
5. Master in Computer Applications.
Interested eligible candidates may visit our website and apply 

online upto 14th August 2019.  The admission of shortlisted can-
didates will be held on 19th August 2019. For details log on to the 
University website  www.cus.ac.in.

Sd/-
Registrar.

CORRIGENDUM
The PGIPF Division of Finance Department, Govt. of Sikkim regrets and sub-
mit a sincere apologies regarding the name under Sl.No. 627  of Shri Bhaskar 
Raj Pradhan, 2017-17-11863 published under caption “ non submission of 
CSRF for generation of PRAN..” vide  R.O No. 122/IPR/Pub/Classi./19-20 dt. 
31.7.2019 has been mistakenly published in the serial no. 

The above division once again like to express their sincere regrets and 
assure hence forth to avoid such kind of mistake in future.

State Nodal officer
PGIPF/ NPS DIV.

Finance Department.

Sikkim Divyang Sahayata Samiti 
convenes annual general meeting

SUMMIT RePoRT
Gangtok, 08 Aug: 

Sikkim Divyang Saha-
yata Samiti [SDSS] con-

vened its annual general 
meeting at its office near 
Zero Point on Thursday. 
This is the first annual 
general meeting of the 
organisation after being 
renamed and registered 
as SDSS. The organisation 

was earlier called Sikkim 
Viklang Sahayata Samiti.  

In her annual re-
port, SDSS president, 
Dr Savitri Hamal stated 
that the organisation 
received an award in 
recognition of its con-
stant hard work and 
selfless service and a 
member of the organisa-
tion, Droupadi Ghimirey 

was conferred with the 
prestigious Padma Shree 
award this year. She stat-
ed that these recogni-
tions have been the big-
gest achievement for the 
organisation this year. 
She also informed about 
various programmes, 
screening camps and 
other activities taken 
up by the organisation 

and also mentioned the 
achievements of SDSS in 
this financial year.

Likewise, SDSS gen-
eral secretary, BK Bara-
ily presented the 2018-
19 financial report of 
the organisation. The 
meeting also discussed 
various issues and fu-
ture course of action of 
the organisation.

Art of Living’s three-day 
Anandutsav to begin from 16 Aug

SUMMIT RePoRT
Gangtok, 08 Aug: 

The Art of Living, 
Sikkim Chapter, is 

organizing a pan-India 
program called ‘ANAN-
DUTSAV’ – a three-day 
Happiness Programme 
scheduled to be held from 
16 to 18 August 2019 
in four different venues 
in the State – Deorali, 
Ranipool, Namchi and 
Gyalshing, a press release 
informs. The program at 
Deorali Shiv Mandir, how-
ever, will be held from 15 
to 18 August.

‘ANANDUTSAV’ is an 
annual feature of the Art 

of Living organization 
held during this time 
of the year, where the 
Happiness Programme is 
taught to participants by 
the founder of the organi-
zation Sri Sri Ravi Shankar 
through live webcast. 

This is the fourth edi-
tion of the event and vol-
unteers of the organiza-
tion have been carrying 
out registration drives in 
various parts of the State.

The Happiness Pro-
gramme is a life skills 
program designed for 
people above 18 years. 
It aids in improving the 
overall performance, 

boosting confidence, en-
hancing creativity and 
communication and in 
developing leadership 
and team building skills 
amongst other areas of 
self-development, the re-
lease mentions. 

It especially prepares 
students and working 
professionals to face all 
challenges that the mod-
ern world poses at the in-
dividual, social, political 
and economic level. Most 
importantly, it helps cre-
ate harmony and a sense 
of belongingness at every 
level of one’s social, fam-
ily and professional life.

SC declares J&K penal law 
making adultery an offence 

as unconstitutional

New Delhi, Aug 8 (PTI): 
The Supreme Court has 
declared as “unconsti-
tutional” the provision 
in the Ranbir Penal 
Code (RPC), applicable 
in Jammu and Kashmir, 
making adultery a crim-
inal offence.

The apex court 
passed the order while 
taking into account the 
September last year 
judgement delivered 
by its five-judge Con-
stitution bench which 
had struck down colo-
nial-era section 497 of 
the Indian Penal Code 
(IPC) which dealt with 
offence of adultery.

“The entire section 
(497 of RPC) is, there-
fore, declared to be un-
constitutional,” a bench 
of Justices R F Nariman 
and Surya Kant said in its 
August 2 order in which 
it also quashed the pro-
ceedings against a serv-
ing Army officer who 
was accused of having in 
adulterous relation.

Referring to the 
judgement delivered by 
the Constitution bench, 
the apex court said that 
section 497 of the RPC 

was violative of Part III of 
the Constitution of India.

“The sentence ‘In 
such case the wife shall 
be punishable as an abet-
tor’, which does not occur 
in section 497 of the Indi-
an Penal Code, 1860, can-
not stand by itself in view 
of the fact that the ex-
pression used is ‘In such 
case’,” the bench said.

“The fact that this 
statement of law in the 
Ranbir Penal Code is the 
exact opposite of the 
statement of law, so far 
as the wife is concerned, 
of that contained in 
the Indian Penal Code, 
1860, is of no conse-
quence,” it said.

On September 27 last 
year, a five-judge Consti-
tution bench of the apex 
court had struck down 
section 497 of the IPC 
saying it was unconsti-
tutional, dented the indi-
viduality of women and 
treated them as “chattel 
of husbands”.

It, however, had said 
that adultery should 
continue to be treated as 
civil wrong and can be a 
ground for dissolution of 
marriage or divorce.

Pregnancy law will be tweaked 
soon, Centre tells HC

Madurai, Aug 8 (PTI): The 
central government on 
Thursday informed the 
Madras High Court bench 
here that the Health Min-
istry will again initiate 
the process for amending 
the Medical Termination 
of Pregnancy Act.

The submission was 
made in a petition the 
court initiated on its own, 
asking the Centre as to 
when the MTP Act would 
be amended increasing 
the upper gestation limit 
for legal abortions from 
20 to 24 weeks as per a 
proposed draft.

The Centre’s coun-
sel said the Ministry of 
Health and Family Wel-
fare (MoHFW) will again 
initiate the process for 
amending the 1971 act 
and a final draft Cabinet 
note has been forwarded 
to authorities following 

MoHFW’s nod.
The Tamil Nadu Gov-

ernment submitted that 
the risk to the mother 
(during termination of a 
pregnancy that stretched 
beyond 20 weeks) in-
creased in proportion to 
the gestational age.

To a question raised 
by the court, it said there 
was no single medicine 
to prevent development 
of a defective foetus.

Drugs were, how-
ever, available for ter-
minating pregnancy 
through allopathy while 
other systems of medi-
cine did not have abor-
tion care in their respec-
tive curriculum.

The medical method 
of abortion services are 
available at PHCs (prima-
ry health centres), state 
Health Secretary Beela 
Rajesh said. 

NRC applicants pledge jewellery to make 
it to hearings, civil society writes to CJI

Rangia/Guwahati, Aug 
8 (PTI): Several eminent 
members of Assam’s civil 
society have urged the Chief 
Justice of India to direct the 
NRC authority to resched-
ule the re-verification hear-
ings and hold the exercise 
within the respective dis-
tricts of applicants so they 
don’t have to travel hun-
dreds of kilometres at short 
notice. The development 
followed reports of thou-
sands of impoverished 
Muslims pledging their 
valuables before making 
a mad rush to reach the 
hearing centres, some over 
600 km away.

Notices are being 
served to NRC applicants 
whose names figure in 
the draft list to attend 
re-verification hearings 
in far-flung areas at woe-
fully short notice of one 
or two days.

“We request you to 
kindly direct the NRC 
authority to re-schedule 
the hearing either with-
in the district or within 
the adjoining districts 
and provide at least one 
week’s time, so that the 
applicant can attend the 
hearing and complete the 
process within the due 
date stipulated by the Su-
preme Court,” the letter 
sent to CJI Ranjan Gogoi 
on Wednesday said.

Thousands returning 
from Upper Assam dis-
tricts to Lower Assam 
areas, after their re-ver-
ification got wrapped up 
on Monday, have agonis-
ing tales about how they 
arranged for money to 

fund their travel that ex-
tended up to 670 km.

Fazal Haq of Chupa 
village in Lower Assam’s 
Kamrup said he had to 
pledge two gold bangles 
of his family with a jew-
eller so he, his wife and 
children could travel to 
Sivsagar in Upper Assam.

Salma Begum of Son-
toli village said she had 
to sell off livestock to ar-
range for money for her 
6-member family’s travel 
to Golaghat. “There was 
no food or water even 
for children...no toilets 
for women at the centre,” 
she said. Anwar Hussain 
from Kanhara village 
was, however, lucky. The 
Army unit at Golaghat 
gave his family drinking 
water and allowed them 
to use the camp toilet.

Jahirul Islam, a native 
of Chaygaon, said he and 
many like him had to sell 
their harvested crops 
at throwaway prices to 
fund their journey.

Their predicament at-
tracted media attention 
when two buses crammed 
with people seeking to 
establish their Indian citi-
zenship met with accident 
leaving two people dead, 
including a child. Nearly 
100 people were injured 
in the accidents.

“Everyone wants an 
error-free NRC but not at 
the cost of their lives and 
health. Many of us, par-
ticularly children, have 
fallen sick because of 
the exhausting journey,” 
says Janab of Goroimari. 
Human rights activist 

Salma Hussain said she 
and her team made some 
arrangements to facilitate 
their travel. The trans-
porters, she said, were 
charging a hefty Rs 45,000 
for every bus that would 
take them to places like 
Golaghat and Sivasagar. 
“Many of these people 
were left devastated by 
the recent floods. Before 
they could recover from 
the trauma, they were 
served notices to reach 
places 500-600 km away 
at a short notice of 6 to 
12 hours. They panicked 
and many started crying.

“What do we tell them? 
To be strong? I could not 
under the circumstances,” 
Hussain said. As stories 
of their torment became 
public, 131 eminent cit-
izens--filmmakers, jour-
nalists, advocates, retired 
government officials and 
social activists--decided to 
write to Gogoi, also a resi-
dent of Assam.

They appealed to 
him to direct the NRC 
authority to make the 
notice available on in-
ternet, besides serving 
them physically, so that 
even Assamese people 
living outside the state 
could also access it and 
respond accordingly.

They requested Gogoi 
to direct district author-
ities to make available 
transport to the applicants 
for a hassle-free travel. 
For those who missed 
the re-verification pro-
ceedings, a fresh hearing 
should be held at conve-
nient places, they said.   

Man gets life 
imprisonment 
for raping 
minor in 
Bengal
Krishnanagar (WB), 
Aug 8 (PTI): The POCSO 
Court of Nadia district 
in West Bengal has sen-
tenced a man to life im-
prisonment after he was 
found guilty of raping a 
minor in 2018.

In its order on 
Wednesday, Protection 
of Children from Sexual 
Offences (POCSO) court 
judge Manash Basu also 
slapped a fine of Rs 20,000 
on the man. He had raped 
the girl when she was 14. 
The man repeatedly raped 
the minor, who was his 
neighbour’s daughter, for 
two months since Febru-
ary 2018 after making her 
consume laced drinks and 
impregnated her.

When the girl’s par-
ents came to know of it, 
they lodged a complaint 
with the police. The mi-
nor also had to under-
go abortion. The man 
was arrested in April 
2018 and tried under 
the POCSO Act.

Dutee seeks 
MEA help to 
get visa for 
European races
New Delhi, Aug 8 (PTI): 
India’s fastest woman Dutee 
Chand on Thursday request-
ed the External Affairs Minis-
ter S Jaishankar to help her get 
visa so that she can participate 
in a couple of races in Europe 
in her bid to qualify for the 
World Athletics Champion-
ships. Dutee, who recent-
ly became the first Indian 
woman track and field ath-
lete to clinch a gold medal in 
the World University Games, 
is slated to run 100m dash in 
two IAAF-approved races -- 
one in Ireland on August 13 
and another in Germany on 
August 19. But she is yet to 
get her visa.

“Want to participate 
in @iaaforg tournaments 
in Ireland & Germany on 
13 and 19 Aug rsptvly. My 
Visa formalities have not 
been completed due to some 
reasons. Request @DrSJais-
hankar & @MEAIndia to in-
tervene at the earliest and help 
me participate in the race,” the 
23-year-old sprinter tweeted. 
Sources, however, said that 
Dutee had applied for the 
visa last week and she had 
planned to depart from In-
dia on Friday.

“She had wanted to 
run in Europe to qualify 
for the World Champi-
onships later this year 
and even for the Olym-
pics but funding was the 
issue. Nobody was com-
ing out to fund her. Fi-
nally, Kalinga Institute of 
Industrial Technology in 
Bhubaneswar came up to 
finance this two-week trip 
to Europe,” a source said. 
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if they like something in 
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except when 
against people responsible in this newspaper (who 
are fair game), will have to be ignored. Letters 
which carry forward a conversation or initiate a 
dialogue will command immediate attention and 
receive prominence.  
Mail us at: news@summittimes.com

In Flux
Political uncertainty demands 

more from citizens

These are politically uncertain times, both, across the 
country and in Sikkim. While it is distressing to see 

elected representatives dodge away from the people’s 
mandate at the State level, it is also disturbing to watch a 
huge mandate awarded at the national level get expend-
ed in pursuing narrow agendas.

The reference here is clearly to the manner in which 
the Opposition party has allowed the shock of an elector-
al defeat steal its voice and responsibility towards a ma-
jority of the voters who placed their faith in them in the 
EVMs. And no, an occasional press release and an even 
rarer press conference does not count as speaking and 
definitely does not come even close to engaging. Staying 
in the news is only one part of political engagement and 
what is more important is the need to stay connected 
with the people, communicating more clearly with them 
and making the effort to stand by them. The SDF has shied 
away from this more important requirement of politics. 
It has withdrawn to its party office and has spoken only 
from there. They can ignore media briefings if they want, 
but the oldest party of the State does a great disservice to 
its experience and mandate if it does not stay with the lay 
people who must be in a confused state at present.

The reference here is also to the face that BJP has 
bared at the national level. The massive mandate it wrested 
in the parliamentary polls has opened its hands to pry out is-
sues and pursuits which coalition politics had kept in check 
thus far. It has arm-twisted, brow-beaten and blatantly side-
stepped constitutional checks and balances to have its way. 
To be fair to the saffron party, it is only doing what it has said 
it would in its election manifesto. What it did not say in its 
manifesto, however, is that it would push through its agenda 
irrespective of what it cost the idea of India. Unfortunately, 
much like Sikkim, the Opposition at the national level too 
is worryingly compromised and mind-numbingly direc-
tionless. It appears to have forgotten its role and, in keeping 
with the word of the moment, abrogated Opposition itself 
from affairs of the State. What people had voted was a gov-
ernment with enough teeth to be taken seriously and take 
strong decisions. An absent Opposition has regrettably al-
lowed a strong government to become a bully nation.

Yes, these are times of flux. And while some of us will 
see everything that is happening around us as a good thing, 
there will be others who will, disgusted by what is happen-
ing, withdraw into a shell and disengage. What is required, 
however, is more engagement. It is important for citizens to 
realize that times of flux, times when elected leaders disap-
point, are times which open up spaces for the lay people to 
hold forth. In a warped sense of way, times of flux offer an 
opportunity to reinforce democracy itself.

Sikkim needs to understand that even if the Oppo-
sition they elected disappoints, it should be supported 
because the last time the people did so, despite capitu-
lations and inconsistency of the elected representatives, 
the State made history by electing a new government af-
ter a quarter of a decade. Irrespective of political leanings, 
what needs to be appreciated is that it was the people’s 
continuing backing which kept the Opposition relevant 
over the past five years. And what that achieved for Sik-
kim is recognition of the fact that people matter and that 
their votes make a difference. The Legislature elected by 
the people delivered an enviable balance in which pow-
er would always be kept in check and the Opposition al-
ways relevant. Unfortunately, this decision of the people 
is not being adequate respected by either side. It hence 
becomes necessary for the people to step up and reclaim 
their own relevance. This, they can do by keeping them-
selves better informed, asking more questions and not al-
lowing partisan positions to colour their own ability to think 
and evaluate. They do not need to take to the streets, there 
is no need for that, but they need to keep their autonomy 
and express it frequently so that politics is forced to remain 
about the people and not degenerate into being about lead-
ers and party as it does after every election. Social media has 
opened many options for people to engage in this manner, 
but even if people can begin conversing more earnestly 
about important issues in their private circles, the message 
will travel and democracy will sustain, both, at the state as 
well as the national level.

Toni Morrison: American literary giant made it her life’s 
work to ensure that black lives (and voices) matter

Multi-level marketing has been likened to a legal 
pyramid scheme – the backlash against it is growing

TESSA ROYNON
theconversation.com

The peerless novelist and cultural commentator 
Toni Morrison, who has died aged 88, never 

accepted the received wisdom about anything. In 
a writing career that spanned half a century – from 
the appearance of the first of her 11 novels, The 
Bluest Eye, in 1970, to that of her last essay collec-
tion, Mouth Full of Blood, in February 2019 – she 
unfailingly cast in new light both aspects of human 
experience and moments in American history that, 
in our complacency, we thought we already knew.

Morrison was born (as Chloe Wofford) in the 
depressed Rustbelt town of Lorain, Ohio, to a fam-
ily of modest financial means and rich cultural and 
emotional resources. Her father worked as a weld-
er at the nearby US Steel plant and her mother was 
a key member of the African Methodist Episcopal 
church choir. Her grandparents – who had migrat-
ed north from Alabama and Georgia – were also 
a significant presence and influence. The music, 
storytelling and reading from the King James Bi-
ble that characterised Morrison’s childhood were 
to indelibly shape the values and aesthetics of her 
own writing.

As the first member of her family to go to col-
lege, Morrison attended Howard University in 
Washington DC between 1949-53 (where she ma-
jored in English and minored in classics) – and was 
shocked by the segregation and “colourism” she 
encountered. She went on to complete her MA in 
English at Cornell in 1955 and, after various teach-
ing and publishing jobs, became a trade editor for 
Random House in 1968.

Here, in the New York office, she reshaped the 
American literary scene by actively seeking out and 
promoting the fiction of black authors such as Toni 
Cade Bambara, Leon Forrest and Gayl Jones. She 
also edited the autobiographies of Angela Davis 
and Muhammad Ali.

Morrison was able to focus full time on her writ-
ing after the resounding success of her third novel, 
Song of Solomon, in 1977. Reputed to be one of 
Barack Obama’s favourite books, this text – which 
focused on the Civil Rights era of the 1950s and 
1960s – is typically Morrisonian in its mock-heroic 
blending of the Bildungsroman (conventions about 
an individual’s progression to knowledge through ex-
perience), with classical epic paradigms, West African 
myth and African American folkloric wisdom.

It is notably untypical, at the same time, in its 
focus on a male protagonist (the strangely named 
Milkman Dead – names and naming were always 

all-important to Morrison), and on friendships and 
family ties between men.

The novel for which Morrison is best known, 
Beloved, was to follow in 1987 and next came her 
arguably underrated (because it was insufficient-
ly understood?) masterpiece, Jazz (1992). Each of 
these continues the intense focus on individuals 
that both society and history have spurned or over-
looked. These are those Morrison has called the 
“disremembered and unaccounted for”, that she 
initiated with her examination of the interior life 
of the abused “ugly” black girl, Pecola Breedlove, in 
The Bluest Eye.

Both the exploration of an infanticidal, formerly 
enslaved mother’s quest for atonement in Beloved 
and the depiction in Jazz of the struggles and tri-
umphs of a middle-aged couple, migrants from 
rural Virginia, in 1920s Harlem, epitomise Mor-
rison at her uncanny best. Her work is unflinch-
ing in her attention to the brutal realities of innu-
merable black lives and attends equally to their 
creative resilience – combining broad historical 
sweep with an intimate knowledge of the individ-
ual human psyche.
NOBEL LAUREATE

Morrison was awarded the Nobel Prize for Lit-
erature in 1993 and numerous other awards and 
accolades have followed. She is read, studied and 
revered in numerous languages all over the world. 
But our sense of loss at her passing should not 
blind us to the fact that for far too long she was at 
once a celebrity and insufficiently acknowledged – 
particularly in the more conservative wings of aca-
demia and the media – as a figure of universal (as 
opposed to “minority”) significance.

Even now, there persists some resistance to in-
cluding her work on “high literary” syllabi. She 
once observed wryly, at a book reading, that 
she was taught in the African American studies 
departments, in sociology and even in Law fac-
ulties, but rarely in the English departments of 
elite universities. There continues a failure to 
recognise the extent of her contribution to intel-
lectual history that both her fiction and her ex-
traordinary essays constitute.

Her reclaiming of modernism as primarily a 
black experience, as well as her insistence that any 
distinction between the aesthetic and the political 
is a false dichotomy, and her illuminations of the 
way colonialism and imperialism consciously fab-
ricated African culture and history as irrelevant, 
are among her greatest legacies.
PUBLIC INTeLLeCTUAL

Morrison herself was acutely aware of the com-

plex and sometimes insidious nature of her re-
ception, repeatedly addressing this in interviews 
and comment pieces. She frequently mentioned 
the initial New York Times review of Sula, for ex-
ample, which implied that such a powerful writer 
ought really to focus her attention on something 
more important than the lives of black women 
in the Midwest. In a 1983 interview with literary 
critic Nellie McKay, she famously insisted that she 
was “not like James Joyce, not like Thomas Hardy, 
not like Faulkner”. Such comparisons at that time, 
she believed, obscured her specific commitment to 
black politics and aesthetics.

Never resting on her laurels, throughout her 
professorship at Princeton, her guest curatorship 
at the Louvre in 2006-07, in her retirement and 
until the very end, she remained profoundly alert 
to the way her books and essays were read, (mis)
understood and (mis)represented. In her role as 
public intellectual and fearless social commenta-
tor, she was prescient about the racist violence that 
precipitated the Black Lives Matter movement and 
prophetic about the regressions that the Trump era 
has entailed.

Although her unwavering commitment to social 
justice and radical change perhaps occasionally led 
her to overexplain – in the forewords she wrote 
for the Vintage reissues of the novels in the early 
2000s, for example, or in her final novel, God Help 
the Child, which lacks the pitch perfection of its 
predecessors – we shall ignore her wisdom about 
power (and how to subvert it) at our peril.

A recent documentary film, The Foreigner’s 
Home, depicts Morrison drawing parallels be-
tween the trauma undergone by captured Africans 
transported on the slaving ships’ Middle Passage 
to the Americas, the experience of black residents 
of New Orleans during Hurricane Katrina and the 
current worldwide migrant crisis. The very making 
of such connections, and the way she deploys her 
customary stunning oratory to expose uncomfort-
able truths about the nature of “home” and “home-
lessness”, epitomises all that will endure about the 
phenomenon that was Toni Morrison.

Above all, the insights of this film insist, as does 
her fiction implicitly, and her Nobel Prize lecture 
explicitly, that the future is “in our hands”. The 
power and the responsibility for making the world 
a better place lies not with the great artists whose 
passing we mourn, Morrison always maintained, 
but with ourselves – the readers and thinkers who 
have so much work still to do.

[the writer is Teaching and Research Fellow, 
Rothermere American Institute, University of Oxford]

MáIRE O SULLIVA
theconversation.com

There is a growing rumble of dis-
content against multi-level mar-

keting (MLM) businesses. As well 
as a growing backlash from former 
MLM recruits, regulators are getting 
involved, too. Unfortunately, howev-
er, these businesses that have been 
likened to legal pyramid schemes are 
unlikely to disappear altogether.

Multi-level marketing is the mod-
el of selling products through a net-
work of distributors. Distributors buy 
stock in the company’s product and 
then sell it on, keeping a cut of the 
profits. Money is not just made from 
selling, but also from recruiting new 
distributors – if someone signs up 
under you, you become their “upline” 
and receive commission from their 
earnings, too. If your recruits sign up 
anyone beneath them, you also take a 
cut of their profits, and so on.

The difference with illegal pyra-
mid schemes is that there is a prod-
uct. But critics say that many MLMs 
have a business model that focuses 
on recruiting “downline” and getting 
new distributors to buy the product, 
rather than on actual sales to con-
sumers, making them akin to pyra-
mid schemes.

A recent report in The Guardian 
newspaper revealed the “cultish 
grip” that some of these business-
es have on many recruits. They of-
fer people a life-changing financial 
opportunity, but many lose money 
– and their friends – when they sign 
up to MLMs. Only the few at the top 
of the pyramid profit.

The Guardian focused on beau-
ty sales business, Younique. But you 
may have seen a number of brands 
on your social media feed, including 
Herbalife which sells weight-loss 
products, Arbonne which sells skin-
care and many others. In fact, these 
businesses increasingly rely on so-
cial media to grow, both selling their 
products and recruiting new distrib-

utors online.
Women are the main target. Ac-

cording to the US Direct Selling Asso-
ciation, the trade body for the sector, 
73.5% of those involved in MLMs in 
2018 were women. The European Di-
rect Selling Association suggests 77% 
are women in the UK.

Young mums, in particular, are 
inundated with requests to “support 
the businesses of their friends”. They 
are promised an easy way to make 
money from home, while balancing 
childcare. Another appeal of MLMs is 
the community they offer to distrib-
utors. Recruits are given coaching on 

how to make their side hustle a suc-
cess and get support from others in 
the network.

This often results in vulnerable 
people being targeted by the allure 
of making easy money, fitting work 
around your own schedule and en-
tering a supportive community. But 
some of these companies have an 
alarmingly cult-like mentality, en-
couraging distributors to cut nega-
tive influences and naysayers from 
their lives.

Bearing in mind that only 1% of 
people turn a profit, those naysay-
ers may have good reason to sound 
the alarm. And the constant drive 
for sales can alienate friends and 

family who don’t want to get involved 
in the MLM.
ANTI-MLM ACTIVISM

The number of people that have 
been burned by their experience as 
an MLM distributor has led to the rise 
of an anti-MLM movement. The an-
ti-MLM group on internet forum Red-
dit has almost half a million members. 
It states that: “Multi-level marketing 
(MLM) schemes are a drain on our 
society. Its participants either build 
the pyramid taller, or get squashed by 
it.” The Facebook group “Sounds like 
MLM but ok” has more than 100,000 
members and a podcast to discuss 

MLMs and what it describes as “their 
poor business structure, obnoxious 
marketing practices, and all around 
awful nature”.

Clothing MLM Lularoe is a partic-
ular target for online activists and has 
been the subject of a recent Vice doc-
umentary. Lularoe had an initial buy-
in cost of a minimum US$5,000 – an 
enormous sum in the MLM industry. 
A litany of subsequent scandals has 
culminated in the Washington state 
attorney in the US filing a lawsuit 
against the company alleging it is a 
pyramid scheme – something Lularoe 
says is completely without merit.

Activists have many major MLMs 
firmly in their sights. The Netflix doc-

umentary Betting on Zero, for exam-
ple, features the fight against Herbal-
ife by LatinX community activists in 
the US. The Pink Truth assists “wom-
en in freeing themselves from abu-
sive pyramid schemes and predatory 
multi-level marketing companies like 
Mary Kay [cosmetics]”. Activists often 
feel they have been personally victim-
ised by the industry, either as former 
distributors or as targets of them.
END IN SIGHT?

With this renewed media atten-
tion and a burgeoning grassroots 
movement against MLMs, it is inter-
esting to see that AdvoCare, a diet 
and nutritional supplement brand 
headquartered in Texas, decided 
last month to abandon its MLM 
model. The company stated that 
the Federal Trade Commission took 
issue with “how AdvoCare compen-
sates its distributors”.

The FTC talks that led to this de-
cision were confidential so it’s hard 
to know exactly why AdvoCare de-
cided to terminate its 100,000 dis-
tributors. But its MLM model had 
experienced difficulties in the past 
few years with an ESPN investiga-
tion into its practices, a class ac-
tion lawsuit by former salespeople 
claiming it was a pyramid scheme, 
and an Olympic swimmer alleging 
that their products were respon-
sible for her testing positive for a 
banned substance.

Despite all of this, it is unlike-
ly that we will see an end to MLMs 
any time soon. While specific MLM 
companies have risen and fallen, the 
model itself – which promises easy 
money and an alluring community 
– has withstood a number of court 
challenges over the years. But hope-
fully the anti-MLM movement will 
bring about change through consum-
er education and pressure, as well as 
supporting the many people who fail 
to reap the rewards that these busi-
nesses promise.

[the writer is Lecturer in Marketing 
and Advertising, Edge Hill University]

CORRIGENDUM
In the news headlined ‘SRN University holds induction cer-
emony for Freshers batch 2019’ published on 08 Aug 2019, 
SRM University was mistakenly referred to as SRN Univer-
sity and Vice Chancellor, Prof Ch. Satish Kumar was mistak-
enly referred to as Prof Satish R. The errors are regretted.

Editor
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World warned: Change now 
or endanger food and climate

Don’t bother about criticism, Assam NRC 
exercise to be completed by Aug 31: SC 

New Delhi, Aug 8 (PTI): 
The Supreme Court 
Thursday brushed aside 
criticism and statements 
made in the Assam As-
sembly and outside re-
lating to the exercise car-
ried out for National Reg-
ister of Citizens (NRC) 
and said it wanted the 
deadline of August 31 be 
adhered to.

A bench compris-
ing Chief Justice Ranjan 
Gogoi and Justice R F 
Nariman referred to the 
report of Assam NRC co-
ordinator Prateek Hajela 
in which he mentioned 
about leakage of infor-
mation on it in Assam As-
sembly and certain state-
ments made by leader 
of opposition there and 
Santanu Bharali, legal 
advisor to Chief Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal.

The bench, which is 
monitoring the Assam 
NRC exercise, said it was 
not concerned with any 
of such statements and 
was only looking at 
the entire exercise of 
NRC being completed 
within the deadline of 
August 31.

“You (Hajela) have 
drawn our attention 
about the statement 
made by the leader of 
opposition regarding re-
vealing of information in 
the Assembly and also 
about press statement by 
Santanu Bharali on the 
issue of secrecy of the 
data,” the bench said.

“As far as the state-

ment of the leader of 
opposition is concerned, 
we do not need to go into 
it. When some orders 
are being passed by the 
judges or the court, some 
people criticise them,” 
the apex court said.

“Our orders, our ac-
tions are being subjected 
to debates and criticism 
every moment. We are 
not bothered by it. If we 
will go into all this, we 
will never complete the 
task,” it added.

The top court said it 
was not bothered about 
what was being said 
about the NRC exercise.

“What we want is that 
let the NRC come out with-
in the deadline of August 
31. Who like it, who do not 
like it, we do not bother,” 
the bench said.

At the outset, the 
bench interacted with 
NRC coordinator and 
told him that perhaps, he 
is seeking suggestion for 
maintaining the secre-

cy of the data collected 
during the exercise.

During the hearing, 
the apex court was told 
that around 33,000 peo-
ple coming from an area 
in Kamrup district have 
to be verified after it was 
noted that there have 
been complaints of inad-
equacy in issuing notices.

The bench also delib-
erated on provisions of 
the Citizenship (Amend-
ment) Act, 2003 which 
have been applied for 
considering the individu-
als under the NRC.

The bench said it 
will pass an order as to 
whether the inclusion 
will be based on section 
3 (1)(a), 3(1)(b) and sec-
tion 3 (1)(c) of the Act af-
ter receiving a note from 
Hajela.

On July 23, the top 
court had extended the 
deadline for publication 
of the final NRC in Assam 
by a month to August 
31 while rejecting the 

pleas seeking permission 
for 20 per cent sample 
re-verification.

The Centre and the 
Assam government had 
sought permission for 
sample re-verification 
to find out wrongful in-
clusions, especially in 
districts bordering Ban-
gladesh, and exclusions 
of persons in the NRC 
which was to be pub-
lished by July 31.

The first draft of the 
NRC for Assam was pub-
lished on the interven-
ing night of December 
31, 2017 and January 1, 
2018 in accordance with 
the top court’s direction. 
Names of 1.9 crore peo-
ple out of the 3.29 crore 
applicants were incorpo-
rated then.

Assam, which had 
faced influx of people 
from Bangladesh since 
the early 20th century, is 
the only state having an 
NRC which was first pre-
pared in 1951.

Myanmar 
floods force 
tens of 
thousands 
from homes
Shwegyin (Myanmar), 
Aug 8 (AFP): Raging 
floods across Myan-
mar have forced tens 
of thousands of people 
from their homes in re-
cent weeks, officials said 
Thursday, as monsoon 
rains pummel the nation.

Aerial images from 
Shwegyin township in 
Bago region showed how 
the area had become a 
vast lake of water.

Only the rooftops 
could be seen of many 
homes lining the Sittaung 
river. Emergency services 
have been helping bring 
people to dry ground, 
many seeking shelter in 
local monasteries.

Others waded 
through waist-deep 
floodwaters or rowed on 
wooden boats with pets 
and any belongings they 
could take with them.

Than Aye, 42, who has 
diabetes and is partial-
ly-sighted, struggled to 
escape the deluge.

“I could not do any-
thing when the flooding 
started but then the fire 
service came to rescue 
me by boat,” he told AFP 
from the safety of the 
monastery that has been 
his home for the last five 
days. The most severe 
flooding is currently in 
eastern Bago region and 
Mon and Karen states, 
according to the social 
welfare ministry.

“There are current-
ly over 30,000 people 
(across the country) 
displaced by floods,” 
said director general of 
disaster management 
Ko Ko Naing.

UN’s Office for Coor-
dinated Humanitarian 
Affairs (OCHA) estimates 
around 89,000 people 
have been displaced in 
recent weeks, although 
many have since been 
able to return home.

Nagaland, 
Tripura, 
Gujarat 
Governors 
meet PM Modi
New Delhi, Aug 8 (PTI): 
The Governors of Tripu-
ra, Gujarat and Nagaland 
on Thursday called on 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi.

Ramesh Bais, Acha-
rya Devvrat and R N Ravi 
were recently appointed 
as Governors of Tripura, 
Gujarat and Nagaland re-
spectively.

Devvrat was earlier 
the Governor of Himach-
al Pradesh

The Prime Minister’s 
Office posted on Twit-
ter pictures of the three 
meeting Modi separately.

Siblings donate Rs 50K from 
pocket money for flood victims

‘We are scared’: Deadly dengue 
outbreak overwhelms Bangladesh

Dhaka, Aug 8 (AFP): Five-year-old 
Mohammad Ahnaf lies in a make-
shift bed in the balcony of a major 
hospital in Bangladesh’s capital 
Dhaka, fighting for his life as den-
gue fever ravages his little body.

But his mother Shimul Akhter 
knows he is one of the lucky ones 
as Bangladesh grapples with its 
worst-ever outbreak of the viral 
fever -- 23 have died and many 
cannot get access to medical 
help at all. Since January, almost 
30,000 people have been hospi-
talised with the disease nation-
wide, and in the past week some 
2,000 patients a day have been 
admitted to hospitals.

“The situation is like an epi-
demic. But no-one is admitting it,” 
one expert, who asked to remain 
anonymous, told AFP adding the 
real number of those with dengue 
was likely to be several times high-
er than official figures, which are 
based on limited data.

Panic is setting in. Such is the 
terror of those with symptoms that 
medical staff have been attacked 
as they try to stretch the meagre 
resources around and in some cas-
es armed guards have been called 
in for protection.

Facilities are struggling to cope 
with the influx -- mattresses line 
every inch of spare floor extending 
beyond wards into corridors and 
balconies.

Dengue, which causes flu-like 
symptoms, can be deadly if it de-
velops into a hemorrhagic fever. 
There is no vaccine or any spe-

cific medicine to treat dengue, 
according to the World Health 
Organisation.

Authorities are worried the sit-
uation is set to worsen.

With the upcoming Eid al-Adha 
holidays, the fever could spread to 
remote villages as tens of millions 
of people head back to rural areas 
to celebrate the Muslim festival.

At Suhrawardi Medical College 
Hospital in central Dhaka where 
Ahnaf has been admitted, all the 
wards are full of dengue patients.

New arrivals are given what-
ever open space is available in 
the hospital.

“There is no bed available in-
side the wards. Too many patients 
are getting admitted and too many 
patients have been sent back,” 
Akhter said.

“But Allah was kind, we got a 
bed in the balcony after waiting for 
hours,” the 30-year-old added.

At the hospital’s diagnosis cen-
tre, hundreds of people -- many 
clutching sick babies in their laps 
-- queued up to take dengue tests.

“Doctors decide which dengue 
patient should be admitted to hos-
pital and who would take treat-
ment at home.

“But people’s attitude towards 
dengue has changed. They are 
panicked and everyone wants to 
get admitted in the hospital,” ex-
plained Suhrawardi’s director 
Uttam Kumar Barua, adding that 
exhausted medical teams had been 
working round the clock for weeks.

Outside, people crowd phar-

macies to buy mosquito repellents, 
with some stores running out of 
supplies in recent days. Other 
residents say the ointments and 
sprays are now being sold at exor-
bitant prices.

The head of Bangladesh’s Na-
tional Health Rights Society, re-
nowned doctor Rashid-e-Mahbub, 
said the “national disaster” was 
in part caused by the lack of an-
ti-mosquito measures before the 
annual monsoon season.

Leading virologist Saifullah 
Munshi added that a construction 
boom in Dhaka, unplanned urbani-
sation and climate change -- which 
has caused a spike in humidity and 
intermittent rains -- had created 
ideal breeding grounds for the 
Aedes mosquito, which spreads 
the disease.  The country’s health 
department said some 23 people 
have died so far, although it has 
cautioned the official fatality fig-
ures are low due to a slow valida-
tion process.

But mass circulation Bengali 
daily Prothom Alo said the death 
toll was nearly 100.

Meanwhile, Akhter fears for 
her family’s health. The hospital 
doesn’t have a dedicated paediatric 
intensive care unit to handle severe 
cases such as Mohammad. Her oth-
er son, who is just three years old, is 
also starting to feel feverish.

She says: “We are very much 
scared. My elder boy is still not out 
of danger. Now he (younger son) 
felt warm this morning. I hope he 
has not caught dengue.”

Shillong, Aug 8 (PTI): 
Three siblings in Shillong 
donated Rs 50,000 from 
their pocket money to 
the chief minister’s relief 
fund on Thursday to help 
flood victims in the state, 
official sources said.

Joyharvard N Marak, 
who is currently study-
ing at Shillong Commerce 
College, and his siblings - 
Tengsu and Dede Richa 
- both school students - 
handed over the cheque 
to Chief Minister Conrad 
K Sangma at his office 
here, they said.

Marak said the three 
usually save a portion of 
what they receive from 
the elders.

“The money we do-
nated today was from the 

savings we made over 
the past two years. All 
three of us save a portion 
of what we receive from 
our elders as pocket 
money. One of our aunts 
had been really gener-
ous when she found out 
about our intention,” 
Marak told PTI.

Congratulating the 
siblings, the chief minis-
ter said their gesture has 
“touched” him.

“Overwhelmed with 
the love and spirit of 
these three siblings from 
#Shillong who contrib-
uted Rs 50,000 towards 
Chief Minister’s Relief 
Fund. They saved their 
pocket money to con-
tribute for flood relief. 
The gesture of this young 

kids have touched me 
(sic),” Sangma tweeted.

According to Marak, his 
parents were “complete-
ly unaware” of the plan. “I 
called mom asking her to 
check our Facebook ac-
count after making the do-
nation. She was surprised 
to find out about the dona-
tion and hugged us after we 
returned home,” he said.

Over 1.65 lakh peo-
ple have been affected 
in the state this year due 
to floods in two districts 
-- West Garo Hills and 
South West Garo Hills - 
the official sources said.

Authorities have set 
up relief camps for the 
victims and provided 
them with basic amenti-
ties, they added.

Geneva, Aug 8 (AFP): 
Humanity faces increas-
ingly painful trade-offs 
between food security 
and rising temperatures 
within decades unless 
it curbs emissions and 
stops unsustainable 
farming and deforesta-
tion, a landmark cli-
mate assessment said 
Thursday.

The UN’s Intergov-
ernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC) 
warned that efforts to 
limit global warming 
while feeding a boom-
ing population could be 
wrecked without swift 
and sweeping changes to 
how we use the land we 
live off.

Its report on land 
use and climate change 
highlighted the need to 
protect remaining tropi-
cal forests as a bulkhead 
against future warming.

But in a stark warn-
ing to those who may 
hope that vast refor-
estation and biofuel 
schemes alone can offset 
mankind’s environmen-
tal damage, the report 
cautioned that these 
mega-projects could en-
danger food security, un-
derlining that reducing 
emissions will be central 
to averting disaster.

“This is a perfect 
storm. Limited land, an 
expanding human popu-
lation, and all wrapped in 
a suffocating blanket of 
climate emergency,” said 
Dave Reay, Professor of 
Carbon Management at 
the University of Edin-
burgh.

Land is intimately 

linked to climate. With 
its forests, plants and soil 
it sucks up and stores 
around a third of all man-
made emissions.

Intensive exploitation 
of these resources also 
produces huge amounts 
of planet-warming CO2, 
methane and nitrous 
oxide, while agriculture 
guzzles up 70 per cent of 
Earth’s freshwater sup-
ply.

As the global popula-
tion balloons towards 10 
billion by mid-century, 
how land is managed by 
governments, industry 
and farmers will play a 
key role in limiting or ac-
celerating the worst ex-
cesses of climate change.

With humanity’s fail-
ure to live within Earth’s 
natural boundaries, ev-
ery future choice facing 
policymakers struggling 
to limit emissions throws 
up trade-offs elsewhere.

The IPCC is the 
world’s leading authority 
on climate change. Last 
year it warned that lim-
iting global warming to 
1.5C -- the optimal level 
aimed for in the Paris cli-
mate deal -- would be im-
possible without a dras-
tic drawdown in green-
house gas emissions.

The report empha-
sises that any measure 
taken to stave off climate 
disaster while shoring 
up food supply cannot 
be taken without “rapid 
reductions” in emissions.

Any delay in this -- 
across industry, trans-
port, agriculture and 
infrastructure -- “would 
lead to increasingly neg-

ative impacts on land 
and reduce the prospect 
of sustainable develop-
ment,” its summary said.

Forests, an enor-
mous carbon sink, can 
be regenerated to cool 
the planet. But with in-
dustrial farming cover-
ing a third of land today, 
there’s limited space.

Bioenergy in the form 
of vegetation used to se-
quester carbon also has 
potential. But room for 
that must be carved from 
crop land, pastures or ex-
isting forests.

The report said that 
a “limited” allocation 
of land for bioenergy 
schemes could indeed 
benefit the climate.

It warned howev-
er that deployment at 
a scale needed to draw 
down billions of tonnes 
of CO2 from the atmo-
sphere each year “could 
increase risks for de-
sertification, land deg-
radation, food security 
and sustainable develop-
ment.” 

Linda Schneider, se-
nior programme officer 
of International Climate 
Policy at the Heinrich 
Boll Foundation, told AFP 
the report left “no doubt 
about the devastating 
impacts large-scale bio-
energy and afforestation 
would have on water 
availability, biodiversity, 
food security (and) live-
lihoods.” 

Its land use report 
takes a deep dive into the 
systems we use to feed 
ourselves, and the dev-
astating impacts they are 
wreaking. 
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Coutinho set for Barca stay 
after Miami win over Napoli

Miami, Aug 8 (AFP): 
Barcelona coach Ernes-
to Valverde claimed on 
Wednesday that Philippe 
Coutinho is set to stay at 
Camp Nou despite strong 
interest in the unsettled 
Brazilian from the Pre-
mier League.

The latest status up-
date came after Croa-
tian Ivan Rakitic score 
a 79th-minute winner 
to see off Napoli 2-1 at 
the Hard Rock Stadium 
in Miami.

Former Liverpool 
forward Coutinho has 
distanced himself from 
a move to Tottenham -- 
he was also linked with 
Arsenal -- and with the 
transfer window in En-
gland closing Thursday, 
the chances of the 27 
year-old returning to En-
gland appear slim.

Former Barca for-

ward Neymar, currently 
at Paris St. Germain, has 
also been touted to make 
a sensational return to 
the La Liga champions, 
although it has now been 
suggested that arch ri-
vals Real Madrid are also 
weighing up a move.

“The plan is to count 
on Coutinho,” Valverde 
stressed. “The transfer 
windows are open but 
we expect him to stay of 
course.

“And as for Neymar, 
the last time I came to 
this stadium I had to 
answer a load of ques-
tions about him. Two 
years later and it’s the 
same again. It’s like it’s 
following me.

I don’t know what is 
going to happen.” Cro-
atian midfielder Rakit-
ic struck with a crisply 
driven effort after an 

own-goal from Samuel 
Umtiti had cancelled out 
Sergio Busquet’s opener 
for the Spaniards.

This was the first leg 
of two matches between 
these European giants 
with the second encoun-
ter taking place in Mich-
igan on Saturday.

“It was a pretty open 
game and we were able 
to give many of the squad 
some minutes so it was 
a positive outcome for 
us,” added Valverde, who 
is without the injured 
Lionel Messi for this US 
mini-tour.

Antoine Griezmann, 
Barcelona’s 134 mil-
lion signing from Atlet-
ico Madrid, was lively 
from the start, linking 
up well with strike 
partner Luis Suarez.

Coutinho has traveled 
to the United States but 

wasn’t in the match 
day squad having been 
granted extra time off 
following his exertions 
at the Copa America 
last month.
- CROWD BACKS BAR-
CELONA -

It was the Italians, 
managed by former 
Real Madrid manager 
Carlo Ancelotti, who 
created the more clear 
cut openings.

A superb move on 
18 minutes saw Loren-
zo Insigne denied by a 
brilliant point blank save 
from Marc-Andre ter Ste-
gen before Belgian Dries 
Mertens fired just wide.

Barcelona were 
struggling to find any 
rhythm but seven min-
utes before the break, 
captain Busquets su-
perbly curled home, 
much to the delight 

of the pro Barca crowd 
of 57,062.

Three minutes later, 
however, Napoli deserv-
edly drew level, ex-Real 
Madrid midfielder Jose 
Callejon’s effort was 
turned past Ter Stegen 
by Umtiti who endured 
a difficult half in defence, 
as did new signing Junior, 
the full-back who was 
making his debut.

Suarez and 
Griezmann were both 
replaced at half-time 
but the game lacked the 
intensity of the opening 
exchanges with a suc-
cession of substitutions 
from both managers.

With 23 minutes re-
maining, Ousmane Dem-
bele hit the post with a 
curling effort but only 
Napoli’s Arkadiusz Milik 
will know how he missed 
from close range a few 
minutes later, the Polish 
forward somehow put-
ting the ball over the bar 
with his chest.

And the excellent 
Rakitic made Napoli pay 
by drilling in from the 
edge of the area to secure 
the win for Barcelona.

“We created a lot of 
opportunities and we 
hope to play in a similar 
way in the next game,” 
said Ancelotti, who re-
fused to confirm reports 
suggesting Colombian 
midfielder James Rodri-
guez was set to join Na-
poli on loan from Real 
Madrid.

“Barcelona are a 
great team but I thought 
we competed well.

Bangladesh to host 
Zimbabwe despite ICC ban

Dhaka, Aug 8 (AFP): 
Bangladesh will host 
Zimbabwe for a tri-na-
tions Twenty20 tourna-
ment in September de-
spite the African nation 
being suspended by the 
game’s world body, an 
official of the Bangla-
desh Cricket Board said 
Thursday.

The International 
Cricket Council (ICC) sus-
pended Zimbabwe in July 
over a failure to keep the 
sport free from govern-
ment interference, put-

ting the country’s partic-
ipation in multi-nation 
events in doubt.

“We have been in-
formed by the concerned 
officials that there is no 
bar on Zimbabwe play-
ing in bilateral match-
es.cThey are only sus-
pended from ICC events. 
This is why we included 
them in the series,” BCB 
spokesman Jalal Yunus 
told AFP.

Afghanistan are the 
third team in the tour-
nament scheduled to 

be held from Septem-
ber 13 to 24.

Bangladesh were 
originally scheduled to 
play a bilateral series 
against Afghanistan in 
September, but officials 
said Zimbabwe had been 
included in the series 
following a request from 
the strife-torn country.

The tri-series will be 
preceded by Afghani-
stan’s maiden Test match 
against Bangladesh in 
Chittagong from Septem-
ber 5 to 9.

Five debutants in India squad for women’s world boxing championships
New Delhi, Aug 8 (PTI): Veteran L Sa-
rita Devi (60kg) will be gunning for 
her first world championship medal 
in more than 10 years after she was 
named in India’s 10-strong women’s 
boxing squad on Thursday, along 
with five debutants. Along with Sari-
ta, India Open gold-medallists Neer-
aj (57kg) and Jamuna Boro (54kg) 
also made the squad which will be 
headlined by six-time world champi-
on M C Mary Kom (51kg), who was 
picked on Wednesday without a trial 
on the basis of her performance in 
the past few months.

Manju Rani (48kg), Jamuna Boro 
(54kg), Neeraj (57kg), Manju Bom-
boriya (64kg), and Nandini (81kg) 
will be competing in the mega-event 

for the first time. Mary Kom’s selec-
tion without a trial was on Wednes-
day criticised by former junior world 
Nikhat Zareen, who alleged that she 
was stopped from fighting a sched-
uled trial bout on Tuesday.

World Championships bronze 
medallist Lovlina Borgohain (69kg) 
was also picked without undergoing 
trials, which concluded on Thursday. 
The big event is scheduled in Russia 
from October 3 to 13.

Eight-time Asian medallist Sari-
ta Devi, a world champion in 2006, 
confirmed her place after defeating 
last year’s world bronze-medallist 
Simranjit Kaur. Simranjit had won a 
gold in the Indonesia President’s Cup 
last month. Fresh from claiming the 

gold at the Umakhanov Memorial In-
ternational last week, Haryana pugilist 
Neeraj continued her winning streak 
by edging Asian Championships 
bronze-medallist Manisha Moun to se-
cure the 57kg berth. In the 75kg cate-
gory, Asian Championships gold-med-

allist Pooja Rani was beaten by 
Saweety Boora, a gold-medallist from 
the same tournament a year before. 
In 48kg, Strandja Cup silver-medallist 
Manju Rani overpowered President’s 
Cup gold-medallist Monika to claim a 
spot in the squad. The 64kg also wit-

nessed an upset when Assam’s 2017 
world youth champion Ankushita 
Boro was blanked by Madhya Pradesh 
girl Manju Bomboriya.

President’s Cup gold-medallist Ja-
muna Boro had to dig deep to stave 
off a stiff resistance from Shiksha 
and book her 54kg ticket.

In 81kg, Chandigarh’s Nandini 
outlasted Lalfakmawi while Kavita 
Chahal emerged triumphant over 
Neha Yadav in +81kg.

The Squad: Manju Rani (48kg), 
M C Mary Kom (51kg), Jamuna Boro 
(54kg), Neeraj (57kg), Sarita Devi 
(60kg), Manju Bomboriya (64kg), 
Lovlina Borgohain (69kg), Saweety 
Boora (75kg), Nandini (81kg), Kavi-
ta Chahal (+81kg).

Have personally 
approached BJP MLAs to 
work together: Zeliang

Kohima, Aug 8 (PTI): 
Opposition Naga Peoples 
Front (NPF) Legislature 
Party leader T R Zeliang 
said he has “personally” 
communicated to some 
MLAs of the ruling BJP 
his party’s willingness to 
work together, if they are 
not happy with the NDPP, 
the alliance partner of 
the saffron party.

Senior BJP leaders, 
however, said they have 
not received any feelers 
from the former chief 
minister and the party is 
comfortable with its se-
nior alliance partner Na-
tionalist Democratic Pro-
gressive Party (NDPP).

Zeliang said no of-
ficial talks were held at 
the party level but only 
at the personal level be-
tween legislators of the 
two parties that had been 
in coalition for 15 long 
years in the state.

“I told them that if 
you (BJP) are comfort-
able with the present 

alliance with the NDPP, 
go ahead and we will re-
main in the opposition. 
But if not, let us work to-
gether for the sake of the 
Naga political issue. NPF 
and BJP have smoothly 
functioned from 2003 to 
2017 and there were no 
hiccups,” the NPF stal-
wart told reporters here 
on Wednesday. The BJP 
had snapped ties with the 
NPF before the February 
27 Assembly election 
last year and forged an 
alliance with the NDPP 
- a party formed just be-
fore the polls with the 
then NPF leader Neiphiu Rio 
as its head. Asked whether 
the NPF is contemplating to 
merge with the BJP, Zeliang 
said, “We have not discussed 
it in our legislature forum.”

Reacting to the over-
ture, Nagaland Deputy 
Chief Minister Yanthun-
go Patton, said “Zeliang 
might have approached 
some legislators but not 
the party.” 

Serena wins first match 
since Wimbledon 

final, Osaka advances

Toronto, Aug 8 (AFP): 
Serena Williams looked 
solid in her first match 
since losing the Wimble-
don final, defeating 20th-
ranked Elise Mertens 
of Belgium 6-3, 6-3 on 
Wednesday at the WTA 
Toronto tournament.

The 37-year-old 
American, one crown shy 
of a record-tying 24th 
Grand Slam singles title, 
advanced in 75 minutes 
at her first US Open hard-
court tuneup event.

“I feel like my move-
ment is great -- been 
working on my fitness, 
so I felt like it really was 
able to shine through to-
day,” Williams said.

“I’m loving going 
out there and I’m lov-
ing kind of running. So 
it’s a good thing.”

Also moving into the 
third round was Japan’s 
Naomi Osaka, the reign-
ing US and Australian 
Open champion. She won 
after taking the first set 
6-2 when Germany’s Tat-
jana Maria retired with a 
left abdominal injury.

With Osaka’s tri-
umph, Australian Ash-
leigh Barty was ensured 
of being dethroned next 
week as world number 
one, although it could be 
Czech Kristyna Plisko-
va instead of Osaka who 
swipes the top spot.

Williams, ranked 
10th, seeks her fourth 
WTA Canada crown af-
ter 2001, 2011 and 2013 
and improved her match 
record at the event to 
31-4, winning half the 10 
break points she earned 
against Mertens.

“Now that I’m just 
injury-free, I’m just en-
joying being able to train, 
and I haven’t been able to 
do it since January, real-
ly,” Williams said.

“So I just think that 
the fact that I can train 
and practice and get in 
the gym is really going to 
be helpful for me.” Mer-
tens broke for a 2-1 lead 
but Williams answered 
in the sixth game to pull 
level at 3-3.

“I know when I got 
down one break I got real 
negative,” Williams said.

“I don’t know what 
happened on the first 

time I got down. (She) 
just played really well. 
She’s obviously a really 
good player. I just needed 
to just double down and 
get more focused.”

Next in the path of 
the former world num-
ber one will be Russian 
qualifier Ekaterina Al-
exandrova, who elim-
inated China’s Zhang 
Shuai 6-4, 6-3.

Osaka had not 
played a match since 
losing to Yulia Putint-
seva in the first round 
at Wimbledon.

“I thought I played re-
ally well despite the fact 
that we only played one 
set,” Osaka said. “I was 
able to do what I want-
ed, which was go for the 
shots that I had the op-
portunity to.

“And, of course, there 
were a couple unforced 
errors, but I think that’s 
part of the process.

“For me, I’m just hap-
py that it was my first 
match in a while and I 
was able to get in the 
groove of things quickly.” 
The victory gives Osaka 
the inside track on taking 
the top spot in Monday’s 
new rankings.
- PLISKoVA eyeS No. 1 -

Pliskova could over-
take Barty, the French 
Open champion who 
lost in Toronto on Tues-
day, and Osaka both af-
ter beating 37th-ranked 
American Alison Riske 
6-4, 6-7 (4/7), 6-2.

The 27-year-old 
Czech must reach the 
semi-finals for any 
chance at taking world 
number one, but if Osaka 
makes the last eight, Plis-
kova must reach the final 
to have a hope at being 
number one next week.

Pliskova will next 
play Estonia’s 19th-
ranked Anett Kontaveit, 
who made the third round 
when Spain’s Carla Suarez 
Navarro retired with an 
injury at 7-5, 3-1 down.

Romanian fourth 
seed Simona Halep out-
lasted American Jennifer 
Brady 4-6, 7-5, 7-6 (7/5).

Ukraine teen Dayana 
Yastremska beat two-
time major winner and 
former number one Vic-
toria Azarenka 7-5, 7-5.

World Archery 
suspends AAI
TAPAN MohANTA
Kolkata, Aug 8 (PTI): 
The World Archery on 
Thursday suspended 
the Archery Association 
of India for defying its 
guidelines by electing 
two parallel bodies, ask-
ing the federation to put 
its house in order by the 
end of this month.

The decision is effec-
tive from Monday and 
the last event in which 
the archers can partic-
ipate under the Indian 
flag is the World Archery 
Youth Championships in 
Madrid from August 19-
25.

“World Archery is 
implementing the de-
cision taken in June by 
suspending the Archery 
Association of India,” 
World Archery secretary 
general Tom Dielen said 
in a statement, accessed 
by PTI. The AAI had to 
find a solution by the end 
of July as per the dead-
line given WA’s executive 
board and since no prog-
ress has been made, the 
world governing body 
implemented the sus-
pension order.

“If no solution is 
found by the end of 
this month, the executive 
board will decide what can 
be done to preserve the 
chances of Indian athletes 
participating in the Asian 
Championships and Asian 
Para Championships,” Diel-
en said in the statement, ac-
cessed by PTI. Since a court 
judgement is expected on 
the dispute, the AAI had 
requested the WA to give it 
a few more days but it was 
turned down. Interestingly, 
suspension order has come 
a day before court hearing 
on the issue.

Olympic quota plac-
es will be up for grabs at 
the Asian Championships 
and Asian Para Champion-
ships, to be held in Bang-
kok in November. India so 
far have three men’s plac-
es secured for the next 
Olympics but has yet to 
win a women’s spot.

“At the same time, 
World Archery will also 
decide whether individ-
ual athletes can partic-
ipate in the Indoor Ar-
chery World Series.”

Tournaments on the 
Indoor Archery World 
Series, held from Novem-
ber-February, are open 
to all athletes rather than 
just the national teams. 
But archers must be a 
member of a national 
federation in good stand-
ing to register. In two 
separate elections, held 
simultaneously on June 
9 in New Delhi and Chan-
digarh, AAI elected two 
presidents Arjun Mun-
da and BVP Rao. Munda 
had support of 20 state 
associations while 10 
state bodies backed Rao. 
World Archery had sent a 
representative, Kazi Ra-
jib Uddin Ahmed Chapol, 
as a mediator and ob-
server for the elections 
but could not get both 
the factions to agree to a 
common election.

The Sports Authori-
ty (SAI) of India is now 
conducting trials for the 
upcoming Asian Cham-
pionships in Sonepat and 
will announce the squad 
on Friday.

“Nothing is happen-
ing for us for last eight 
years. There has been 
no planning whatsoever. 
First, we were told that 
this will be for the Asian 
Championships and now 
after reaching here we 
were told that they are 
picking the squad for the 
Olympics as well,” he said 
from Sonepat. 
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China’s exports unexpectedly rise in July

Israeli army says body of 
soldier found in West Bank

Malaysian PM hopes India, Pak would exercise 
‘utmost restraint’ to prevent further escalation

Protesters chant as Trump 
visits Dayton, el Paso

El Paso, Aug 8 (AP):p 
Aiming to play the tra-
ditional role of healer 
during national tragedy, 
President Donald Trump 
paid visits Wednesday to 
cities reeling from mass 
shootings that left 31 
dead and dozens more 
wounded. But his divi-
sive words preceded him, 
large protests greeted 
him and biting political 
attacks soon followed.

The president and 
first lady Melania Trump 
flew to El Paso late in 
the day after visiting the 
Dayton, Ohio, hospital 
where many of the vic-
tims of Sunday’s attack 
in that city were treated. 

For most of the day, 
the president was kept 
out of view of the re-
porters travelling with 
him, but the White House 
said the couple met with 
hospital staff and first re-
sponders and spent time 
with wounded survivors 
and their families.

Trump told them he 
was “with them,” said 
press secretary Stepha-
nie Grisham. 

“Everybody received 
him very warmly. Ev-
erybody was very, very 
excited to see him.” But 
outside Dayton’s Miami 
Valley Hospital, at least 
200 protesters gathered, 
blaming Trump’s incen-
diary rhetoric for inflam-
ing political and racial 
tensions in the country 
and demanding action on 
gun control. 

Some said Trump was 
not welcome in their city. 
There were Trump sup-
porters, as well.

In El Paso, former 
Rep. Beto O’Rourke 
spoke to several hun-
dred people at a sepa-
rate gathering. O’Rourke, 
a potential Democratic 
2020 presidential rival, 
has blistered Trump as a 
racist instigator but also 
told those in his audience 
the open way the people 
of his home town treat 
each other could be “the 
example ot the United 
States of America.” 

Emotions are still 
raw in both cities in the 
aftermath of the week-
end shootings. Critics 
contend Trump’s own 

words have contributed 
to a combustible climate 
that has spawned death 
and other violence.

The vitriol continued 
Wednesday.

Trump’s motorcade 
passed El Paso protest-
ers holding “Racist Go 
Home” signs. And Trump 
spent part of his flight 
between Ohio and Texas 
airing his grievances on 
Twitter, berating Demo-
cratic lawmakers, O’Ro-
urke and the press. 

It was a remarkable 
split-screen appearance 
for TV viewers, with 
White House images of 
handshakes and selfies 
juxtaposed with angry 
tweets.

Trump and the White 
House have forcefully 
disputed the idea that he 
bears some responsibil-
ity for the nation’s divi-
sions. And he continued 
to do so on Wednesday.

“My critics are po-
litical people,” Trump 
said as he left the White 
House, noting the appar-
ent political leanings of 
the shooter in the Dayton 
killings. He also defend-
ed his rhetoric on issues 
including immigration, 
claiming instead that he 
“brings people together.” 

Some 85 per cent of 
U.S. adults believe the 
tone and nature of polit-
ical debate has become 
more negative, with a 
majority saying Trump 

has changed things for 
the worse, according to 
recent Pew Research 
Center polling. And more 
than three quarters, 78 
per cent, say that elected 
officials who use heated 
or aggressive language to 
talk about certain people 
or groups make violence 
against those people 
more likely.

In Dayton, raw anger 
and pain were on display 
as protesters chanted 
“Ban those guns” and 
“Do something!” during 
Trump’s visit.

Holding a sign that 
said “Not Welcome Here,” 
Lynnell Graham said she 
thinks Trump’s response 
to the shootings has 
been insincere. “To me 
he comes off as fake,” she 
said. Dorothee Bouquet, 
stood in the bright sun with 
her 5-year-old daughter 
and 2-year-old son, tucked 
in a stroller. She told them 
they were going to a protest 
“to tell grownups to make 
better rules.” 

But in El Paso, where 
more protests awaited, 
Raul Melendez, whose fa-
ther-in-law, David John-
son, was killed in Satur-
day’s shooting, said the 
most appropriate thing 
Trump could do was to 
meet with relatives of the 
victims.

“It shows that he ac-
tually cares, if he talks to 
individual families,” said 
Melendez, who credits 

Johnson with helping his 
9-year-old daughter sur-
vive the attack by push-
ing her under a counter. 
Melendez, an Army vet-
eran and the son of Mex-
ican immigrants, said he 
holds only the shooter 
responsible for the at-
tack.

“That person had the 
intent to hurt people, he 
already had it,” he said. 

“No one’s words 
would have triggered 
that.” Local Democratic 
lawmakers who’d ex-
pressed concern about 
the visit said Trump had 
nonetheless hit the right 
notes Wednesday.

“He was comforting. 
He did the right things 
and Melania did the 
right things. It’s his job 
to comfort people,” said 
Sen. Sherrod Brown, who 
nonetheless said he was 
“very concerned about a 
president that divides in 
his rhetoric and plays to 
race in his rhetoric.” 

“I think the victims 
and the first responders 
were grateful that the 
president of the United 
States came to Dayton,” 
added Mayor Nan Wha-
ley, who said she was 
glad Trump had not 
stopped at the site of 
the shooting.

“A lot of the time 
his talk can be very di-
visive, and that’s the 
last thing we need in 
Dayton,” she said.

Grisham, responding 
on Twitter from aboard 
Air Force One, sad it was 
“genuinely sad” to see 
the lawmakers “imme-
diately hold such a dis-
honest press conference 
in the name of partisan 
politics.” 

Despite protests in 
both cities, the White 
House insisted Trump 
had received positive re-
ceptions. One aide tweet-
ed that Trump was a 
“rock star” at the Dayton 
hospital.

The White House did 
not allow reporters and 
photographers to watch 
as he talked with wound-
ed victims, medical staff 
and law enforcement 
officers there, but then 
quickly published its 
own photos on social me-
dia and released a video 
of his visit.

There was discord in 
El Paso, too. Rep. Veron-
ica Escobar, the Demo-
cratic congresswoman 
who represents the city, 
declined to meet with 
Trump. “I refuse to be a 
prop,” she said in an in-
terview on CNN.

Visits to the sites of 
mass shootings have be-
come a regular pilgrim-
age for recent president, 
but Trump, who has 
sometimes struggled to 
project empathy during 
moments of national 
tragedy, has stirred un-
usual backlash.

Putrajaya, Aug 8 (PTI): 
Malaysian Prime Minis-
ter Mahathir Mohamad 
on Thursday expressed 
hope that India and Pa-
kistan would exercise 
“utmost restraint” to 
prevent further escala-
tion that could be det-
rimental to the peace 
and stability in Jammu 
and Kashmir.  

The Indian govern-
ment revoked Article 
370 which granted spe-
cial status for Jammu 
and Kashmir and bifur-
cated the border state 
into two Union Terri-
tories on Monday. The 
move won also Parlia-
ment’s approval. 

In response, Pakistan 
on Wednesday expelled 
the Indian High Com-
missioner and decided 
to downgrade the dip-
lomatic ties with India 
over what it called New 
Delhi’s “unilateral and il-
legal” move. 

Pakistan Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan on 
Monday briefed Maha-
thir on the situation 

in Kashmir.
“Prime Minister Im-

ran Khan among others, 
referred to the need to 
respect the relevant UN 
Security Council resolu-
tions related to Jammu 
and Kashmir,” Mahathir’s 
office said in a statement. 

“Malaysia would like 
to encourage all stake-
holders to abide by the 
relevant USNC reso-
lutions on Jammu and 
Kashmir towards the 
maintenance of interna-
tional peace and securi-
ty,” the statement said.

It said that Malaysia 
was concerned over the 

recent developments in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

“As a close partner 
to both India and Pa-
kistan, Malaysia places 
high hope that the two 
neighbours will exercise 
utmost restraint to pre-
vent further escalation 
that could be detrimental 
to the peace, stability and 
prosperity in the region,” 
the statement said.

Malaysia always be-
lieve that dialogues and 
consultations are the 
best routes to a peaceful 
and amicable solution 
over the long standing 
issue, it said.

Beijing, Aug 8 (AFP): 
China’s exports beat ex-
pectations to rise in July 
while its purchases con-
tinued to shrink, official 
data showed Thursday, 
despite simmering US 
trade tensions.

The trade war with 
the United States and 
weakening global de-
mand had weighed on 
China’s manufacturing 
sector during the first six 
months of the year, with 
its global exports roughly 
flat from a year earlier.

But in July China’s 
exports rose 3.3 percent 
on-year, the customs ad-
ministration’s figures 
showed, ahead of the one 
percent drop forecast by 
a Bloomberg News poll.

China’s economy 
slowed to 6.2 per cent 
growth in the second 
quarter, the slowest 
quarterly pace in nearly 
30 years.

But it does not look to 
be out of the woods yet, 
with shrinking imports 
pointing to weak demand 

at home. Imports fell 5.6 
per cent on-year in July, 
contracting for the third 
consecutive month -- 
though by less than the 
forecast 9 percent drop.

China’s trade surplus 
fell to USD 45.1 billion 
for the month, from USD 
51.0 billion in June.

The trade war with 
the US has escalated in 
recent weeks, with Presi-
dent Donald Trump vow-
ing to add 10 per cent 
tariffs on another USD 
300 billion worth of Chi-
nese imports starting on 
September 1, extending 
punitive tariffs to nearly 
every product.

Beijing fired back by 
allowing its currency, 
the yuan or renminbi, to 
weaken and by suspend-
ing purchases of Ameri-
can farm goods.

Exports to the US 
in July fell 6.5 per cent 
on-year while imports 
dropped 19.1 per cent, 
bringing China’s surplus 
with the US down slightly 
from June to USD 28 bil-

lion in July. “Exports still 
look set to remain sub-
dued in the coming quar-
ters as any prop from a 
weaker renminbi should 
be overshadowed by fur-
ther US tariffs and broad-
er external weakness,” said 
Julian Evans-Pritchard of 
Capital Economics.

“August exports 
may benefit from some 
front-loading before the 
new tariffs go into effect 
on September 1st, this 
bump will probably be 
smaller than it was ahead 
of earlier rounds of tariffs 
as US port storage facil-
ities have little spare ca-
pacity,” he said in a note.

China’s retaliatory 
tariffs on soybeans and 
other US agricultur-
al goods have bruised 
American farmers, who 
have been bailed out 
with subsidies from the 
Trump administration.

China’s customs data 
showed the value of its 
soybean imports down 
17.1 percent in the first 
seven months of the year.

Jerusalem, Aug 8 (AP): 
The body of an Israeli 
soldier was found with 
stab wounds near a 
West Bank settlement 
south of Jerusalem early 
on Thursday, the mili-
tary said.

According to an army 
statement, Israeli troops 
and police officers were 
searching the area near 
the Etzion settlement 
bloc where the body was 
found in the “early morn-
ing hours.” 

Army spokesman Lt. 
Col. Jonathan Conricus 
said that the soldier was 
a student in a pre-mil-
itary Jewish seminary 
program and was neither 
armed nor in uniform. 
He said the military was 
investigating the circum-
stances of his death. The 

military didn’t identify 
the soldier by name.

The soldier’s remains 
were found near the mil-
itary seminary where he 
studied in the West Bank.

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu is-
sued a statement saying 
that security forces were 
“in pursuit now in order 
to capture the despicable 
terrorist and bring him 
to account.” 

Israeli President Re-
uven Rivlin offered his 
condolences and said 
the security forces were 
“pursuing the murderers 
and will not rest until we 
find them.” 

“Our prayers this 
morning are with the 
family of the murdered 
soldier and our hearts 
grieve for the life cut 

short,” Rivlin said. 
“We fight terrorism 

without compromise to 
ensure the security of 
our people.” Israel cap-
tured the West Bank, 
along with east Jerusa-
lem and the Gaza Strip, 
in the 1967 Mideast war. 
The Palestinians claim 
the territories as part of 
a future state.

Most of the interna-
tional community con-
siders Israel’s West Bank 
settlements illegal and 
an obstacle to creating 
a two-state solution for 
the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict. Israel considers 
the territories “disput-
ed,” and says the fate of 
the settlements should 
be determined through 
negotiations, which have 
been moribund for years.

Pro-India banners due to ‘error’ 
by designers, poor ‘language’ 

of activists: Pak official
SAJJAD HUSSAIN
Islamabad, Aug 8 (PTI): 
The pro-India banners, 
which appeared in parts 
of Islamabad hailing the 
decision on Jammu and 
Kashmir, were due to 
an “error” made by the 
designers and poor “lan-
guage” of the activists, a 
senior Pakistani official 
said on Thursday. On 
Tuesday, pro-India ban-
ners appeared in differ-
ent parts of the Pakistani 
capital, including in the 
high security Red Zone, 
hailing India’s move to 
revoke the special status 
of Jammu and Kashmir.

The banners, which 
appeared on roads in 
front of Press Club, Sector 
F-6 and Abpara Chowk, 
went unnoticed for a 
long time before some 
passers-by spotted them 
and informed police who 
took down the banners 
and arrested one person 
in this connection.

The banners carried a 
map envisioning “Akhand 
Bharat” (undivided In-

dia) showing parts of the 
present-day states of Pa-
kistan, Afghanistan and 
Bangladesh and warn-
ings about Balochistan.

They carried a message 
of Shiv Sena leader Sanjay 
Raut. The caption on the 
top of the banner read: “Ma-
ha-Bharat A Step Forward”.

“Aaj Jammu & Kash-
mir liya hai Kal Baloch-
istan, PoK lenge. Mujhe 
vishwsas hai desh ka PM 
Akhand Hindustan ka sap-
na poora karenhe (Today 
we took Jammu and Kash-
mir, tomorrow we will 
take Balochistan and PoK. 
I am sure Prime Minister 
Modi will make the dream 
of undivided India come 
true),” said the message 
written on the banners. 
The district magistrate, 
Islamabad, ordered an in-
quiry into the incident.

On Thursday, Islamabad 
District Commissioner 
Hamza Shafqaat tweeted 
that everybody associated 
with the issue have been ar-
rested and the investigation 
was complete. 
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BEACH BABE! The actress, Bella Thorne wears a 
pink Dior bikini while catching some rays on the beach 
in Miami. 
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dear readerS,
if you are having trouble 
gettIng your copy of tHe 
SummIt tImeS In your 
neIgHbourHood, pleaSe 
meSSage or wHatSapp uS 
your name and addreSS 
at 9832556698 and we 
wIll enSure tHat tHe 
newSpaper reacHeS you.

Aries: While some of you are going 
through endings, others could be suffering 
from a serious case of heartbreak. No matter 
the circumstances, this is a particularly chal-
lenging time for you. Fight the voice in your 
head that’s asking you to give up. What you 
want to do instead: allow yourself to be vul-
nerable and reach out for help. Your friends 
and loved ones will not only support you, but 
will also help you find that ray of hope.
Tip: Reach out for help when things get tough.
TAurus: Two words: marital bliss. What 
a wonderful feeling to come back home to 
somebody you love this much, Taurus. Hav-
en’t put a ring on it yet? Stop procrastinating 
and have ‘the’ talk. If you’re looking for an 
unconventional set-up, that’s an option too. 
Talk to your partner or friend about how you’d 
like to give cohabitation a shot. Yes, this will 
involve a few compromises from both sides. 
But your heart knows that some things are 
worth the effort.
Tip: It’s time to give cohabitation a shot.
Gemini: If it’s working out, it’s because it 
is meant to. If it isn’t, there’s a reason for that 
too. Surrender to the flow, Gemini. Be open to 

where it is taking you. What you will discover 
on the way: the Universe is truly benevolent. 
Hope and healing are going to be important 
themes for you over the next few days. Give 
yourself time to rest. You are in the process of 
reinventing yourself.
Tip: Oh, the magic of surrendering to the flow.
CAnCer: Daily reminder: you are not a 
victim, but a creator of your own destiny. The 
theme of duality is playing out beautifully in 
your life. On one hand, there are relationships 
that make you feel deeply nurtured. On the 
other hand, you are being shown the toxic 
ties that drain your resources. How long are 
you going to put up with this, Cancer? The 
cards are reiterating the importance of assert-
ing yourself, and cutting away all that is un-
healthy in your life.
Tip: Be the most empowered version of yourself.
Leo: “Waking up every day and loving 
someone who may or may not love us back, 
whose safety we can’t ensure, who may stay 
in our lives or may leave without a moment’s 
notice, who may be loyal to the day they die 
or betray us tomorrow—that’s vulnerability.” 
A Brené Brown quote that perfectly explains 

where you are in your soulmate journey. The 
pain and trauma of the past no longer define 
you. You are becoming the most empowered 
version of yourself—one who is not afraid to 
open her heart despite the risks it entails.
Tip: Love with all your heart or not at all.
VirGo: There’s two kinds of people in this 
world. The first includes those who show up for 
you despite their personal drama. You’ll know 
the second by their unwillingness to commit and 
their hot-and-cold behaviour. Beware of those 
who enter and exit as per their convenience. 
Your space is but sacred, Virgo. This phase of 
your life requires to set strong boundaries that 
will prevent you from repeating past patterns.
Tip: Watch out for those who enter and exit as 
per their convenience.
LibrA: You are one in a million, Libra. A 
rare and precious diamond in a world of coun-
terfeit jewels. The secret to reclaiming your 
power? Remembering your true nature. Stop 
settling for less-than-perfect relationships. 
Stop wasting your time on people who don’t 
appreciate you for being who you are. Once 
you understand the joy and beauty of being 
independent, you will quit looking for love in 

all the wrong places.
Tip: Rise to your power.
sCorpio: The message is repeating itself, 
Scorpio. Stop playing around if you know 
they’re the one. Commit to a life of ‘togeth-
er forever’—starting now. The hidden clause: 
they may be unsure of how to broach the sub-
ject. So why don’t you go first? This phase of 
your relationship requires you to be 100 per 
cent honest. But you’ve never been afraid of 
speaking your heart and mind.
Tip: Let’s talk about commitment, baby.
sAGiTTArius: So what if they haven’t 
gone down on one knee? Rewrite the rules, 
Sagittarius. Put your shiniest shoes on and be 
the chivalrous one, especially if commitment 
or cohabitation is something you have been 
thinking about. Chances are, they want the 
same things as you but are unsure of how to 
communicate their dreams and desires.
Tip: An open and honest conversation will 
help you move forward.
CApriCorn: Tired of swiping right for 
love? We’ve got news for you, Capricorn. 
What you’re seeking is seeking you, and it 
could be less than 100 metres away. Yes, 

we’re talking about office romance. Don’t just 
gaze at them lovingly from across the room 
though. Get to know them informally and see 
where it leads to.
Tip: You could be feeling a romantic connect 
with someone from work.
AquArius: What if you’re the only one 
standing in your way, Aquarius? Confront your 
fear of confrontation this week. Understand the 
wounds that are keeping you from being your 
most authentic self. Is your fear of being rejected 
coming in the way of self-expression? Do you 
worry about being judged by the people in your 
life? What the Universe wants you to remember: 
you don’t have to dull your sparkle.
Tip: Be your most authentic self.
pisCes: Emotionally speaking, this is a tur-
bulent time for you. But what if things are a 
bigger deal in your head than they are in reali-
ty? Ground your energy so you can move for-
ward with clarity. Even better, talk things out 
with your partner or a loved one. Their per-
spective will help you detach yourself from 
your fears, and rise above the given situation.
Tip: Learn to watch your fears instead of en-
gaging with them.

after oscars, emmys to go hostless

I don’t care about getting 
older anymore: Salma Hayek

Joel Fry joins 
‘Cruella’ live-action

Los Angeles, Aug 8 (PTI): Joel Fry has 
boarded the cast of Disney’s live-action 
adaptation of “Cruella”, which stars Emma 
Stone in the title role. According to Variety, 
the actor will play the role of Jasper, who 
along with his partner Horace kidnaps the 
101 dalmatians for Cruella. 

Fry’s acting credits include Danny 
Boyle’s “Yesterday” and playing Hizdahr zo 
Loraq on “Game of Thrones”. Paul Walter 
Hauser is already announced to play Horace.

Stone will play Cruella De Vil, the infa-
mous villain in what is being touted as an or-
igin story, set in the early 1980s with a punk 
vibe. The film also stars Emma Thompson.

“I, Tonya” director Craig Gillespie is 
helming the live-action take on the 1961 an-
imated classic “101 Dalmatians”.

Tony McNamara has penned the most 
recent script. Andrew Gunn is producing 
with Marc Platt and Kristin Burr. “Cruella” 
will hit the theatres on December 23, 2020.

milla Jovovich pregnant with third child

Game Of Thrones Showrunners 
Sign Multi-Year Deal With Netflix
Game Of Thrones showrunners David 

Benioff and Dan Weiss have signed 
a multi-year deal with Netflix to write, 
produce and direct new series and 
films for the streaming giant, the com-
pany said Wednesday. The contract 
sees the pair leave HBO after years on 
Game Of Thrones, which de-
molished audience records, 
scooped an unprecedented 
number of Emmys for a fic-
tional show, and redefined 
weekly “event TV.”

“We are thrilled to wel-
come master storytellers Da-
vid Benioff and Dan Weiss to 
Netflix,” said Ted Sarandos, 
Netflix’s chief content officer, 
in a statement.

“They are a creative force 
and have delighted audienc-
es worldwide with their epic 
storytelling. We can’t wait to 
see what their imaginations 
will bring to our members.”

Netflix did not comment 
on reports in the Hollywood 
press that the contract, which 
followed an intense bidding 
war between major studios, 
was a “nine-figure deal.”

A figure above $100 million 
would be in line with deals Netflix 
has signed with “mega-producers” 
such as Ryan Murphy (Glee) and 
Shonda Rhimes (Grey’s Anatomy).

In a statement of their own, Benioff 
and Weiss said: “We’ve had a beautiful 
run with HBO for more than a decade 
and we’re grateful to everyone there for 
always making us feel at home.”

“Netflix has built something as-
tounding and unprecedented, and we’re 

honored they invited us to join them,” 
they added.

No details have been given on the 
series and films the pair will cre-
ate but Benioff and Weiss said they 
shared a love for “the same ‘80s mov-

ies” and “the same books” as several 
Netflix executives.

In a totally separate deal, the pair 
are also working on a trilogy of new Star 
Wars films for Disney’s Lucas film.

The payday for Benioff and Weiss 
comes despite a bumpy final season 

for Game Of Thrones that enraged fans 
around the world, and prompted a pe-
tition signed by 1.7 million people for it 
to be remade with “competent writers.”

The final season however bagged a 
record 32 Emmy nominations.

Los Angeles, Aug 8 (PTI): Actor 
Milla Jovovich on Thursday revealed 
she is expecting a girl with direc-
tor-husband Paul WS Anderson.

The “Resident Evil” star’s preg-
nancy comes nearly two years after 
she underwent an emergency abor-
tion. Jovovich, 43, took to Instagram 
to share the news.

“Knocked up again. After I found 
out I was pregnant 13 weeks ago, 
I had a mixture of feelings ranging 
between complete joy and utter 
terror. Because of my age and los-
ing the last pregnancy I didn’t want 
to get attached to this potential 
baby too quickly.  

“That was obviously not fun and 
the last few months have been my 

family and I living on pins and nee-
dles waiting for a slew of different 
test results to come in and spending 
most of our time in doctors offices,” she 
wrote. The actor-model, who shared 
a mirror selfie showing off her baby 
bump, said things are looking good.

“... and we found out that we’ve 
been blessed with another girl! Any-
way, wish me and my baby luck! I 
send you all a lot of love and I’ll keep 
you posted on my progression!” Jo-
vovich added.

However, she did not disclose 
how far along she is.

This will be the third child for the 
actor and Anderson, 54.

The longtime couple shares two 
daughters Ever, 11, and Dashiel, four.

New york, Aug 8 (PTI): Salma Hayek says 
age is no longer a concern for her. The 
actor, who was the first Latina to grace 
InStyle magazine’s cover in 1998, said 
she then used to worry about turning 30. 
“I shot my first InStyle cover when I was 
29, in 1998. It’s very dear to me because I 
was the first Latina on a ‘What’s Hot Now’ 
issue. What I remember most about my 
20s is that I didn’t want to be 30.

“In America they used to tell actresses 
they expired at 30. That’s why I was scared. 
Now I don’t care about getting older. When 
I turned 40 and then 50, I didn’t mind at all. I am just so happy that this cover ex-
ists as evidence that there was once a time when I could go braless. That doesn’t 
happen anymore,” Hayek told the fashion magazine’s for its 25th anniversary 
issue. The 52-year-old actor recalled she was doing well in the Mexican soap 
circuit but took a risk to pursue her Hollywood dream.

“Looking back at my career, I realise how big of a risk it was to come to 
the United States in the first place and start again as an actress. I could have 
stayed doing soaps in Mexico -- I was doing really well there.

“But my dream was to do film. And I’m a big risk-taker. I’ve learned that 
when you have clarity about what you really want in life and you commit to 
giving it your best, things usually work out for you in the end,” Hayek said.

Los Angeles, Aug 8 (PTI): The 71st edition 
of Primetime Emmy Awards will not have a 
host, Fox has confirmed.

The network CEO Charlie Collier on 
Wednesday made the announcement at the 
Television Critics Association’s press tour, 
reported Entertain-
ment Weekly.

The news fol-
lows in the steps of 
the Academy of Mo-
tion Pictures and 
Sciences’ (AMPAS) 
decision for the Os-
cars to go hostless 
after planned host 
Kevin Hart dropped 
out amid contro-
versy about his past 
homophobic jokes.

Interest ingly, 
the ratings of Os-
cars 2019 ceremony improved without a host 
by roughly 12 per cent, along with critical ac-
claim.  Collier was asked if the rise in ratings 
inspired the network to make the move.

“Obviously, that was a piece of informa-
tion and it did do very well but I think it’s a 
pretty unique year for some of America’s fa-
vourite shows and it was the right thing to 
do,” he said. 

The senior executive was also asked if Fox 
had approached someone to host.

“We’ve had a lot of names on the board 
(internally) but the conclusion was reached 
this year that we’re highlighting so many 
shows going away that it was a better use of 
the time (to focus on the shows). 

“There will be entertainment. There will 

be an opening number. If you look at the 
trade-offs in a show like the Emmys, so often 
its a trade-off between the opening acts and 
using the time elsewhere. There will be many 
surprises. It will be entertaining,” he said.

This will be the first time the Emmys will 
be going hostless since 2003; the ceremony 
also aired on Fox. The broadcast rotates each 
year among ABC, CBS, Fox, and NBC.

The award show is scheduled to be held 
on September 22 at the Microsoft Theater.


