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TNA Alumni Carnival brightens 
up weekend on campus

SAGAR CHHETRI
Gangtok, 07 Mar: 

The two-day Tashi 
Namgyal Academy 

Alumni Carnival 2021 
ended with Sunday with 
a series of sporting and 
fun activities here at the 
TNA playground. 
The carnival, organised 
by Tashi Namgyal Acad-
emy Alumni Association 
[TNAAA], had attract-
ed the participation of 
ex-students from the 
1972 batch onwards 
to the present batch of 
2021 and the campus 
was teeming with nostal-
gia and excitement over 
the weekend. 

The VN Langer Cup, 
an Intra Alumni Futsal 
Tournament, was the 
main attraction of the 
carnival, participated in 
by 19 teams in the open 
category and eight sign-
up in the veterans’ cate-
gory.

In the nail-biting fi-
nal match in veterans’ 
category, Remix-90s beat 
Batch of 98 [Men of Gold-
en Temple] in a tie-break-

er after the final whistle 
blew with the score tied 
at 6-6. 

In the tie-breaker de-
cided through a penalty 
shoot-out, Remix 90s 
won 3-2. Doniv Rai was 
adjudged Man of the Se-
ries for his 8 goals in the 
tournament, while De-
vendra Gurung received 
the Man of the Final 
Match trophy in veterans’ 
category.

Amok Football Club 
emerged champion in the 
open category by edging 
past Batch of 2021 in 
the tie-breaker. Regu-
lation time had ended 
in a 3-3 draw and in the 
tie-breaker decided by a 
penalty shoot-out, Amok 
FC won 4-3. 

The Man of the Series 
trophy was handed over to 
King Lepcha, while Sonam 
Zhamphel was adjudged 
Man of the Final Match in 
the open category.

The TNA Cricket 
Mela, which was organ-
ised in collaboration with 
Sikkim Cricket Associa-
tion [SICA], also attracted 

a good number of young 
cricket enthusiasts who 
participated in different 
promotional activities of 
the association.

Tenacian Wntrepre-
neur Alumni Mela, an 
exhibition and sale of 
items produced by start-
ups and entrepreneurs 
among the TNA alum-
ni, also attracted a good 
number of people during 
the carnival.

In the online pho-
tography contest, Simon 
Subba was adjudged 
winner in category-1, 
while Sangay Tamang 
was declared winner in 
category-2.

The TNA Alumni As-
sociation was founded 
in 1986 and the present 
executive body took over 
in 2019. 

TNAAA president, 
Jigmey Namgyal, who 
was also the chairperson 
of the carnival, thanked 
every individual and or-
ganisation for their sup-
port towards ensuring a 
grand success of the car-
nival.

Bengal CM marches in Siliguri to protest 
runaway LPG and fuel price hikes

SMRITA KHAWAS 
Darjeeling, 07 Mar:

In an irony that could not be 
missed, West Bengal Chief 

Minister Mamata Banerjee 
marched on foot in Siliguri to-
day to protest the runaway hike 
in LPG and fuel prices while sup-
porters in the thousands were 
bussed and trucked in to Bri-
gade Ground in Kolkata where 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
addressed a BJP campaign rally.

It is no secret that vehicular 
travel and even “gas cooking” 
have become expensive indul-
gences which the lay people are 
finding difficult to budget espe-
cially since inflation is picking 
up, earnings are scarce and jobs 
vanishing.

In Siliguri on Sunday, the 
Bengal CM led a “padyatra” of 
thousands of supporters, many 
of them, including the CM, hold-
ing cardboard replicas of LPG 
cylinders and condemning the 
BJP Govt’s penchant to promise 
one thing, do something else 
and claim the opposite.

Non-subsidised liquefied pe-
troleum gas (LPG) prices were 
most recently hiked by Rs 25 
on 01 March, 2021. In February 
2021, LPG prices were hiked al-
most three times. 

The hike in LPG cooking gas 
rates comes at a time when 
the prices of petrol and diesel 
have touched all-time highs 
and petrol is Rs 100 a litre in 
some cities.

Explaining the reason be-
hind the protest march, the CM 
said that “massive demonstra-
tions” need to be organized to 
“make our voices heard.” 

“He says there is no poribor-
ton in Bengal, poriborton in Del-
hi. The prime minister is lying 
everyday. Before election Ujwa-
la, after election there's jumla,” 
she said.

The rally started at 2PM 
from Mallaguri in Siliguri, and 
crossing Mahananda via Hill-
cart Road, proceeded to Ma-
hatma Gandhi Chowk and 
ended at Hashmi Chowk with 
the slogan, "Mahangi Gas Aur 
Mahanga Tael, BJP Har Kaam 
Mein Fail." 

Ms Banerjee, in a public ad-
dress, tore in the BJP Govern-
ment at the Centre and claimed 
that the central government was 
attacking both the kitchens and 
the livelihoods of the people 
with the continuing hike in pric-
es of cooking gas and fuel.

She also mocked the narcis-

sism of the PM in allowing the 
world’s largest stadium named 
after Sardar Patel to be renamed 
Narendra Modi Stadium and 
accused the BJP of working 
exclusively in the interest of 
its corporate sponsors at the 
cost of interests of the com-
mon people.

She also reminded the 
people about the condition of 
women in BJP-ruled states and 
how atrocities were rampant 
there because of the saffron 
party’s toxic attitude which 
respects neither women nor 
democracy.

She also played on Bengali 
sentiments by pointing out the 
BJP obsession with changing 
names and seeding divisions. “If 
Bengal is handed over to the BJP, 
then the BJP will split it again,” 
she said.

Last month, the West Ben-
gal CM had arrived to work 
on an electric scooter to drive 
home the point on spiralling 
fuel prices. 

"Kerosene is not available. 
One crore people in Bengal use 
it. Petrol-diesel (prices are) up. 
Gas up...even last night. That's 
why I decided to take the 
scooter to work," she had said 
at the time.

"Modi is selling the country. 
This government is anti-peo-
ple, anti-women, anti-farmer, 
and anti-young generation. We 
want this government to go," she 
stressed.

Elections to West Ben-
gal's 294-seat Assembly are 
scheduled to be held in eight 
phases from March 27 to 
April 29 and the results will 
be declared on May 2.

7 new detections end Sikkim’s fortnight-
long record of under-50 active cases

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 07 Mar: 

After having remained be-
low-50 for nearly a fort-

night, the number of active 
cases of Covid-19 reached 
50 in Sikkim again on Sun-
day with seven new cases 
being reported in the past 24 
hours. The number of active 
cases in Sikkim had dropped 
below 50 on 22 Feb and had 
remained in that zone, even 
falling below 30 for a while, 
until today.

That said, the number of 
recovered cases also stands 
at a reassuring 5,892 with 
one person being discharged 
from isolation during the 
same 24 hours. Sikkim’s 

tally of confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 now stands at 
6,174. This number includes 
positive cases which have 
migrated as well.

In his daily health bul-
letin on Sunday, Health De-
partment State IEC Officer, 

Sonam Gyaltsen Bhutia in-
formed that the seven new 
cases were picked up in the 
testing of 204 samples on 
Saturday. 

Of these seven, six were 
detected in RT-PCR testing of 
176 samples, while one was 

found in rapid antigen test-
ing of 21 samples.

Among the new cases are 
two persons from below the 
Law College at Burtuk and 
one from Enchey Compound, 
Tibet Road, one person from 
Sang and one from Gell-
ing-Baiguney. 

While three of the new 
cases are from Gangtok, they 
were working in North Dis-
trict and authorities there 
have been informed to un-
dertake contact tracing there.

Mr Bhutia added that a 
26-year-old female from Si-
chey has also tested positive 
for COVID-19 but could not 
be contacted on the phone 
number provided by her.
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Former panchayats felicitated at SKM panchayat 
cell’s coordination meet for Gnathang-Machong

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 07 Mar: 

Sikkim Krantikari 
Morcha’s panchayat 

cell convened a coordi-
nation meeting for Gna-
thang-Machong constitu-
ency at the Pakyong com-
munity hall on Sunday. 

An SKM press release 
issued by its general sec-
retary [press & publici-
ty], Boom Tshering Yon-
zon, informs that during 
the meeting, former and 
sitting Zilla Panchayat 
and panchayat members 
were felicitated for their 
“tireless contributions” 
towards the upliftment 
of society during their re-
spective tenures in office. 

The meeting had 
SKM in-charge for Gna-
thang-Machong constit-
uency, Tshering Bhutia, 
as chief guest and was 
also attended by SKM 
vice-president in-charge 
[Panchayat Cell], Ten-
zing Norbu Lamtha, who 
is also the Advisor to In-

formation Technology 
Department, Advisor to 
SF & CS, Inching Bhut-
ia, Advisor Cooperation 
Department, JB Basnet, 
and Chairperson Culture 
Board, Sonam Sherpa.

The release informs 
that the party honored 
former Zilla Panchayat, 
Damdi Bhutia, former 
Panchayats, Ari Bahadur 
Gurung and Pem Chuki 
Bhutia and sitting pan-
chayat since the year 
2000, Sangay Bhutia for 
their contributions to-

wards society.
The SKM Panchayat 

Cell vice president in-
charge, Tenzing Norbu 
Lamtha, in his address, 
appealed to the Zilla and 
Gram Panchayats of Gna-
thang Machong constit-
uency to work together 
for the betterment of the 
constituency and its peo-
ple. 

He also highlighted 
the amendments made 
to the Sikkim Pancha-
yat Act by the SKM Gov-
ernment in March 2020 

freeing panchayats from 
political parties by mak-
ing panchayat elections 
non-partisan.

He highlighted that 
Chief Minister PS Tamang 
delivered on his promise 
to abolish political party 
based Panchayati Raj In-
stitutions due to which 
political parties can no 
longer field candidates in 
Panchayat elections. 

“We are very sure this 
will usher true democ-
racy to grassroots gov-
ernance and also show 

how serious the present 
government is towards 
fulfilling promises made 
to the people of Sikkim,” 
he added. The release 
informs that the meet-
ing was also attended by 
SKM panchayat cell pres-
ident, Bal Govind Rasaily, 
general secretary Karma 
Tshering Bhutia and other 
executive members, senior 
leaders and workers of the 
party along with sitting and 
former Zilla Panchayats, 
Panchayat Presidents and 
Panchayat members.

Delhi HC pulls up police for leakage of 
charge sheet to media before cognisance

New Delhi, Mar 5 
(PTI): The Delhi High 
Court Friday pulled up 
the Delhi Police for leak-
age of supplementary 
charge sheet filed in case 
related to communal vi-
olence in northeast Del-
hi last year to the media 
even before cognisance 
was taken by the con-
cerned court, saying an 
offence is made out of the 
incident.

Justice Mukta Gupta 
asked the Delhi Police 
Commissioner to file an 
affidavit fixing responsi-
bility on the person in-
strumental in leaking the 
information to the media.

It is a proved allega-
tion (of leakage) once 
it comes in media. It no 
more remains an allega-
tion now. You have to as-
certain who has done it, 
the court told the counsel 
for the police.

Advocate Amit Ma-
hajan, representing the 
Delhi Police, maintained 
that the contents of the 
supplementary charge 
sheet were not leaked to 
media by police.

He said the responsi-
bility cannot be fixed on 
police as they have not 
leaked it.

To this, the high court 
said it was a property in 
the hands of a police of-
ficer and if your officer 
has leaked it it's abuse 
of power, if for sanction 
this was entrusted to 
someone else it's crim-
inal breach of trust and 
if the media has taken it 
away then it's a theft. So 
in any case, an offence is 
made out.

The court was hear-
ing a plea by JMI student 
Asif Iqbal Tanha alleging 
misconduct by police 
officials in leaking his 
disclosure statement, 
recorded by the probe 
agency during the inves-
tigation, to the media.

Advocate Siddharth 
Aggarwal, representing 
Tanha, contended that 
recently the police has 
filed a supplementary 
charge sheet in the crim-
inal case before the trial 
court and portions of the 
documents were with the 
media the very next day 
without providing copies 
to the accused.

He said the trial court 
was yet to take cogni-
sance of the supplemen-
tary charge sheet and 
then the trial court had 
to pass an order in which 
media was pulled up for 

reporting exact contents 
of the charge sheet even 
before cognisance.

He sought time to file 
an additional affidavit in 
this regard.

The high court said 
that the earlier order was 
clear that there would 
not be any media briefing 
till charges are framed.

You file an addition-
al affidavit, we will see 
what action has to be 
taken. We will see if they 
can do indirectly what 
they can't do directly, the 
judge said, adding that 
"don't do the inquiry as 
done by you earlier, you 
will have to answer the 
contentions of petition-
er's counsel".

The high court listed 
the matter for further 
hearing on March 25.

In pursuance to the 
court's earlier order, Spe-
cial Commissioner of Po-
lice (Vigilance) Sundari 
Nanda was also present 
in the hearing.

The high court had 
earlier expressed dissat-
isfaction over the police's 
vigilance inquiry report, 
conducted on the allega-
tion of leaking to media 
confessional statement 
of Tanha, who was ar-
rested in the case.

The court is yet to 
hear submissions of 
counsel for Delhi Police 
and media house, Zee 
News Media Corporation 
Ltd, represented through 
advocate Vijay Aggarwal.

Tanha's counsel sub-
mitted that apart from 
examining the question 
as to the steps taken by 
the police regarding the 
leak of documents, a cog-
nisable offence has also 
been committed and it is 
necessary to take proper 
action.

He had contended 
that the action of the me-
dia houses -- Zee News 
Media Corporation Ltd 
and OpIndia -- in placing 
such documents in the 
media violated the pro-
gramme code and sought 
time to file a written 
statement in this regard.

The high court had 
earlier questioned Zee 
News over broadcast of 
the alleged confession 
statement of Tanha in 
the riots case, saying 
such documents cannot 
be taken out and pub-
lished.

It had directed the 
media house to file an 
affidavit disclosing the 
name of the source from 

whom the concerned 
journalist got the docu-
ments.

Earlier, the Deputy 
Commissioner of Police 
(special cell) in an affi-
davit had said that Delhi 
Police was also aggrieved 
by the news report in 
which the alleged con-
fessional statement of 
Tanha was leaked

out and that none of 
its officials involved in 
the investigation of the 
case leaked out the infor-
mation to the media.

The plea has also 
sought direction to the 
media houses to take 
down the sensitive/con-
fidential information 
leaked to them by the of-
ficials of Delhi Police.

Tanha, in his petition, 
said he was aggrieved 
by various publications 
reporting that he has 
confessed to orchestrat-
ing the Delhi riots and 
alleged that he was co-
erced to sign certain pa-
pers in the effective cus-
tody of police.

Tanha, who was ar-
rested in May 2020, is 
currently lodged in judi-
cial custody in the Delhi 
riots case.

Tanha, a third-year 
student of BA in Persian 
language, was earlier ar-
rested in connection with 
the violence in the Jamia 
area during a protest 
against the Citizenship 
Amendment Act (CAA) in 
December 2019.

The police had said 
that Tanha, a resident 
of Abul Fazal Enclave 
in Shaheen Bagh, was a 
member of the Students 
Islamic Organization and 
was part of the Jamia 
Coordination Commit-
tee which spearheaded 
protests against the new 
citizenship law.

On December 15, 
2019, protesters had 
turned violent, torching 
four public buses and 
two police vehicles and 
pelting stones at the po-
lice and civilians, near 
JMI. At least 40 people 
including students, po-
licemen and fire fighters 
were injured in the inci-
dent.

Communal clashes 
had broken out in north-
east Delhi on February 
24, 2020 after violence 
between citizenship law 
supporters and protest-
ers spiralled out of con-
trol leaving at least 53 
people dead and around 
200 injured.

"PM has time for Bengal rally but not for protesting farmers": Sharad Pawar 
Ranchi, 07 Mar: Target-
ting Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi for his public 
rally in poll-bound West 
Bengal, Nationalist Con-
gress Party (NCP) chief 
Sharad Pawar on Sunday 
said the Prime Minister 
has time to go to Kolkata 
but has no time to vis-
it farmers in Delhi who 
have been protesting 
against farm laws since 
November last year.

Mr Pawar alleged 
that the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) is spreading 
"communal poison" in 
the country.

"The Centre's respon-

sibility is to establish 
brotherhood, but BJP 
spreading communal 
poison in the country. 
Farmers have been pro-
testing for 100 days, PM 
has time to go to Kolkata, 
rally against the West 

Bengal government, but 
no time to visit farm-
ers in Delhi," Mr Pawar 
said while addressing a 
state-level party work-
ers' meet at the Harmu 
ground, Ranchi along 
with the national office 

bearers of the party.
Mr Pawar's comment 

comes in the light of PM 
Modi's rally at Brigade 
Parade ground in Kolkata 
today.

The NCP chief alleged 
that the Central govern-

ment is using central 
agencies to suppress the 
voices of Opposition in 
the states, where BJP is 
not in power.

"The Central gov-
ernment in a way that 
they use CBI, ED and 
other agencies to sup-
press Opposition voic-
es in the states where 
they are not in the 
power. All the min-
isters of the central 
government are busy 
campaigning in poll-
bound states and the 
government is misus-
ing the agencies in those 
states too," he said.

"Rowdy'' Indian passenger forces Paris-New Delhi flight to make emergency landing 
London, 07 Mar [PTI]: 
A "rowdy" Indian pas-
senger on board an Air 
France flight from Gha-
na via Paris to New 
Delhi forced the plane 
to make an emergency 
landing at Bulgaria's 
capital, according to a 
media report.

The Indian national, 
whose identity was not 
made public, has been 
detained for 72 hours, 
Bulgarian News Agency 
BTA quoted Sofia City 
Prosecutor Iliana Kiri-
lova as saying on Satur-
day.

"After the trouble-
maker's detention, the 

flight proceeded to its 
destination," he said.

The Indian has been 
charged with endan-
gering the safety of an 
aircraft while airborne, 
said Ivailo Angelov of the 
National Investigation 
Service.

If convicted, he faces 

from 5 to 10 years' im-
prisonment, the report 
said.

The Indian national 
has been provided with a 
court-appointed defence 
lawyer and an interpret-
er, the report said, adding 
that the Embassy of India 
in Bulgaria has been in-

formed.
The Indian, whose 

motives are being clar-
ified, rampaged right 
from the beginning of the 
flight but did not resist 
arrest at Sofia Airport, 
the report said.

"He realises what he 
has done but does not 

behave quite adequately," 
Angelov said.

The report said that 
the "Air France flight over-
flying Bulgaria en route 
from Ghana via Paris to 
New Delhi had to make 
an emergency landing at 
Sofia Airport around 5 PM 
(local time) on Friday be-
cause of a rowdy passen-
ger on board".

Commissioner Te-
odor Cheshmedjiev, 
Chief of the Border 
Police Department at 
Sofia Airport, said that 
the request for the 
emergency landing was 
received at 4:10 PM on 
Friday.

New York cinemas reopen, brightening outlook for theaters
NEW YORK (AP): After 
growing cobwebs for 
nearly a year, movie the-
aters in New York City 
reopen Friday, returning 
film titles to Manhattan 
marquees that had for 
the last 12 months in-
stead read messages like 
“Wear a mask” and “We’ll 
be back soon.”
Shortly after noon at the 
Angelika Film Center 
on Houston Street, Hol-
ly Stillman was already 
feeling emotional com-
ing out of the first New 
York showing of Lee Isaac 
Chung’s tender family dra-
ma “Minari.” “My mask is 
drenched,” she said.

But she was equally 
overwhelmed by being 
back in a cinema. Though 
Stillman feared the experi-
ence would be too restric-
tive because of COVID-19 
protocols, she instead 
found it euphoric.

“It was just you and 
the movie screen,” said 
Stillman. “It was wonder-
ful to smell the popcorn 
as soon as I got into the 
theater — even though I 
don’t eat popcorn.”

Less than half of 
movie theaters are open 
nationwide, but reopen-
ings are quickening. 
Theaters in many other 
areas reopened last sum-
mer around the release 
of Christopher Nolan’s 
“Tenet,” but that attempt-
ed comeback fizzled. 
Throughout, theaters re-
mained shut in the five 
boroughs. For a year al-
most to the date, one of 
the world’s foremost mov-
ie capitals stayed dark.

For a theatrical busi-
ness that has been pun-
ished by the pandemic, the 
resumption of moviegoing 
in New York — is a crucial 
first step in revival.

“It’s a symbolic moment,” 
said Michael Barker, co-pres-
ident of the New York-based 
Sony Pictures Classics, which 
on Friday released the Os-
car contenders “The Father” 
and “The Truffle Hunters” in 
Manhattan theaters. “It says 
that there is hope for the the-
atrical world to reactivate 
itself.”

For some moviego-
ers who consider the big 
screen the only way to 

see a movie, the long-in-
coming day had almost 
religious significance.

“Moviegoing for me 
is like going to church,” 
said JM Vargas, who had 
tickets Friday to “Minari,” 
“The Last Dragon” and 
“Chaos Walking.” “I’ve 
been waiting a year to go 
back to church.”

Cinemas in the city 
are currently operating at 
only 25% capacity, with a 
maximum of 50 per each 
auditorium. As in oth-
er places, mask wearing 
is mandatory, seats are 
blocked out and air filters 
have been upgraded.

Many theaters were 
caught off guard when 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo said 
cinemas could, under 
those conditions, reopen. 
Some of the city’s prom-
inent theaters, includ-
ing the Film Forum, the 
Alamo Drafthouse, the 
Metrograph and Regal 
Cinemas were targeting 
openings in the coming 
weeks. Some needed 
more time to prepare. 
After sitting dormant all 
winter, the Cinema Vil-

lage in Manhattan two 
weeks earlier burst a 
pipe, flooding the lobby 
— one last bit of bad luck 
in a grueling year.

“This was the worst 
horror movie. I don’t 
think any Hollywood 
director could have 
dreamed it up,” said 
Nicolas Nicolaou, owner 
of the Cinema Village and 
theaters in Queens and 
New York. “We didn’t re-
alize we’d be 100% shut-
down for this long.”

New York, along with 
Los Angeles (where the-
aters are still closed), 
is one of the top mov-
ie markets. For smaller 
films, it’s a vital epicenter 
of word-of-mouth. For 
blockbusters, it’s a lucra-
tive necessity. Without 
New York or Los Angeles 
open, Hollywood studios 
have pushed most of their 
larger productions until 
more theaters are open, 
or they’ve steered films to 
streaming services.

“The New York open-
ing is very significant to 
the theater business in 
New York, in the nation 

and in the globe,” says 
John Fithian, president 
of the National Associa-
tion of Theater Owners. 
“We in the movie theater 
business live off of movies 
that play all around the 
country and all around 
the world. We keep see-
ing those movies leave the 
theatrical release sched-
ule to move to later dates 
because there just haven’t 
been enough markets. 
New York is the most im-
portant of those markets.”

Lately, with President 
Biden’s prediction that 
every adult can be vacci-
nated by the end of May, 
the outlook for theaters 
has been brightening for 
the first time in a long 
time. Last weekend, “Tom 
& Jerry” overperformed at 
the box office with $14.1 
million in ticket sales, 
even while it streamed on 
HBO Max. Though Univer-
sal Pictures pushed the 
“Fast & Furious” sequel 
“F9” from late May to late 
June, other movies have 
moved up on the calendar, 
reversing the postpone-
ment tide.

China to connect Tibet with high-
speed bullet trains before July: Official
KJM Varma
Beijing, Mar 7 (PTI): 
China will operate bul-
let trains to Tibet, close 
to the Indian border in 
Arunachal Pradesh be-
fore July this year, mark-
ing the opening of high-
speed train services to 
all Chinese mainland 
provincial-level regions, 
a senior official has said.

A 435-km rail link to 
the regional capital of Lha-
sa will run Fuxing high-
speed trains powered by 
both internal-combustion 
and electricity, Lu Dongfu, 
board chairman of China 
State Railway Group Com-
pany Limited, told state-
run Xinhua news agency 
on Saturday.

Construction started 
in 2014 on the railway 
line connecting Lhasa 
with Nyingchi in eastern 
Tibet. It is the first elec-
trified railroad in Tibet 
and is slated to begin op-
erations in June 2021.

The track-laying 
work was completed by 

the end of 2020, the re-
port said.

The railway has a de-
signed speed of 160 km 
per hour, according to 
Tibet Railway Construc-
tion Company Limited, a 
subsidiary of China State 
Railway Group.

China aims to extend 
the total length in oper-
ation of its high-speed 
train network to around 
50,000 km by 2025, up 
from 37,900 km by the 
end of 2020, Lu said.

The high-speed rail-
way network will cover 
98 per cent of cities with 
over 500,000 residents, 
he said.

China's self-devel-
oped Fuxing trains now 
operate at a speed range 
of 160 kmph to 350 
kmph, Lu said.

China is ramping up 
the train network in the 
country's southeast Ti-
bet Autonomous Region 
connecting its remote 
parts with the Chinese 
mainland.

Last December, the 
track-laying work was 
completed for a railway 
line linking the cities of 
Lhasa and Nyingchi in 
Tibet close to Arunachal 
Pradesh.

The Sichuan-Tibet 
Railway will be the sec-
ond railway into Tibet 
after the Qinghai-Ti-
bet Railway. It will go 
through the southeast 
of the Qinghai-Tibet Pla-
teau, one of the world's 
most geologically active 
areas.

China has also in-
cluded building of a 
passageway connecting 
Tibet with South Asia in 
the 14th Five Year plan 
which is due to com-
mence from this year.

China will support 
Tibet in building the 
passageway to South 
Asia, the Xinhua report 
said, quoting the 14th 
plan document which 
was submitted to China's 
Parliament, the National 
People's Congress (NPC).
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RUCHI DIAGNOSTIC CLINIC
Behind telephone Exchange Near Old STNM Hospital. Gangtok

PH: 03592-203333, 204876, 8509373970
EXISTING FACILITIES:
ULTRASOUND
DIGITAL X-RAY
ECHOCARDIOGRAPHY
COLOR DOPPLER
PATHOLOGY
MICROBIOLOGY
BIOCHEMISTRY
ENDOSCOPY
B M D
E C G
DENTAL O P G
GASTRO CLINIC
PAEDIATRIC CLINIC
MEDICAL CLINIC
ORTHO CLINIC
E N T CLINIC
GYNEA CLINIC
PHYSIOTHERAPY
SPECIALISED TESTS
BLOOD COLLECTION CENTRES 
AT :
	 Sushruta Medical, 
	 Ranipool. 			 
	

	 Arihant Medical, Opp.
	 CRH gate, 5th Mile.

COMPLETE E N T FACILITIES 
UNDER ONE ROOF

ENT O P D Monday to Friday
10.00 am to 2.30 pm

1.ENT OPD CLINIC
2.ENT ENDOSCOPIES
3.MICROSCOPIC PROCEDURES
4.MINOR O T PROCEDURES
5.VERTIGO MANAGEMENT
6.AUDIOMETRY, TYMPANOME-
TRY AND HEARING AIDS. 

CONSULTANT ENT SURGEON
DR. ONGDEN GYATSO, MS (AIIMS)

GASTRO CLINIC & O P D
8.00 am to 9.00 am

MEDICAL CLINIC & O P D
9.30 am

ORTHO AND GYNEA 
CLINICS & O P D

3.00 pm
PAEDIATRIC CLINIC & O P D

8.00 am And 6.00 pm
VACCINATION CLINIC

Second part of Parliament's 
Budget session from Monday 

New Delhi, 07 Mar 
[PTI]: The month-long 
second part of the Bud-
get session of Parliament 
begins on Monday in the 
middle of a high octane 
campaign for assembly 
elections in four states and 
one UT.

The main focus of 
the government in the 
second part of the ses-
sion is to get the various 
demands for grants for 
the year 2021-22 passed 
along with the Finance 
Bill which carries vari-
ous tax proposals.

Besides these man-
datory agendas, the gov-
ernment has listed var-
ious bills for passage in 
the session which con-
cludes on April 8.

Some of the bills list-
ed by the government 
include the Pension 
Fund Regulatory and 
Development Authority 
(Amendment) Bill, Na-
tional Bank for Financing 
Infrastructure and Devel-
opment Bill, Electricity 

(Amendment) Bill, Crypto 
currency and Regulation 
of Official Digital Currency 
Bill.

The part two of the 
session is taking place at 
a time when political par-
ties have their focus on 
elections in West Bengal, 
Tamil Nadu, Assam, Kera-
la and Puducherry.

The elections would 
take place in March-April.

Senior leaders of var-
ious parties, especially 
the regional ones, are 
likely to skip most of the 
House sittings to focus on 
campaigning.

The first part of the 
Budget session started 
on January 29 with the 
President's address to 

joint sitting of both hous-
es of Parliament. The 
address was boycotted 
by over 20 opposition 
parties, including the 
Congress, in support of 
the demand of the pro-
testing farmers for the 
repeal of the three farm 
laws.

The Union Budget 
was tabled on February 1.

Thereafter, House 
proceedings were 
washed out for four con-
secutive days over the 
opposition's demand for 
separate discussion on 
farm issues.

To compensate the 
session's lost time, the 
House sat till midnight 
for several days.

From farms to mills, it's a long wait for Western 
UP farmers just to get sugarcane weighed

JATIN TAKKAR AND 
KISHOR DWIVEDI
Muzaffarnagar (UP), 
Mar 7 (PTI): As thou-
sands of farmers lay siege 
to Delhi borders for over 
100 days demanding the 
repeal of three conten-
tious farm laws, those 
staying back in Western 
Uttar Pradesh have to 
endure a different kind 
of long wait -- at times 
for multiple days just to 
get weighed quintals of 
sugarcane lying in trac-
tor-trollies on their way 
from farms to mills.

Some pass their time 
chit-chatting about the 
ongoing protests, others 
while smoking bidis or 
cigarettes, but all of them 
sound worried about 
loads of sugarcane dry-
ing under a scorching 
sun, while Punjabi and 
Haryanvi songs continue 
to blare out loudly, either 
from their mobiles or 
small speakers fitted in 
their vehicles.

Also, problems for 
them are much more be-
yond the three laws that 
have been in limelight 
due to the protests at the 
national capital borders.

Almost a hundred 
tractor-trollies, each 
loaded with 300 quintals 
of sugarcane on an aver-
age, can be seen parked 
in a barren field near the 
Bhopada weighing scale 
in Budhana tehsil here, 
barely two kilometres 
from the Dhampur sugar 
mill -- the final destina-
tion of the load and their 
carriers after a days-long 
'weighing' halt.

Some drivers, many of 
them farmers with small 
landholdings, even have 
arrangements made for 
sleeping on cots fitted un-
der their 'trollas' (custom-
ised and bigger trolleys 
used to transport sugar-
cane).

"It has been two days 
since I am waiting at this 
weighing scale and looks 
like it will take me another 
two days for my work to 
be done so that I can take 
my stock to the sugar mill," 
Rohit Balyan, who hails 
from Kutba village, told 
PTI. "The exhausting long 
wait at weighing scales 
hurts farmers because 
the sugarcane load starts 
drying up under the sun 
and by the time one's turn 
comes for measurement, 
the weight comes down a 
bit, the 21-year-old Baly-
an said while lighting up a 
cigarette borrowed from a 
friend waiting next in the 
queue.

A sugar mill official 
in Muzaffarnagar, which 

is widely known as the 
'sugar bowl' of India and 
also has Asia's larges gur 
mandi (jaggery market), 
told PTI the weight loss 
during the waiting time is 
only a few kilogrammes, 
but farmers argue this 
loss means a lot to them 
because their earnings go 
down by thousands of ru-
pees.

Farmers also claim 
that sugar mills are pro-
curing sugarcane at Rs 325 
per quintal, lower than the 
government-fixed mini-
mum support price (MSP) 
of Rs 385.

"We are not getting the 
MSP and then we have to 
wait here for days at the 
weighing scale. The sug-
arcane starts drying up 
after a couple of days and 
this means a reduction in 
weight and money for 
us," said Anuj Tomar, who 
hails from Kakda village.

Tomar, 25, said he 
has been standing in the 
queue for days with sugar-
cane produced in his fami-

ly's 27-bigha land.
Among those waiting 

at the weighing scale are 
also people who do not 
own land but are engaged 
in transporting sugarcane 
from farms to sugar mills 
after getting the yield 
measures at weighing 
scales.

For them also, the 
loss of time during a peak 
work season means loss of 
money.

Harsoli village resi-
dent Mukeem, 35, said he 
uses his tractor-trolla for 
the transport work like 
many others in the region, 
who are typically paid 
nearly Rs 12 per quintal of 
sugarcane from the mills.

"It has been three days 
since I am standing here. 
I have got more than 300 
quintals of sugarcane 
loaded on my trolla. If we 
get it measured quickly, 
then I can do more rounds 
and make more money," 
Mukeem said.

He is also upset over 
an order of the National 

Green Tribunal (NGT) 
that calls for phasing 
out old tractors in the 
National Capital Region 
(NCR). Muzaffarnagar, 
which thrives on sug-
arcane production, is 
among the areas affected 
by this order.

"How are we sup-
posed to phase out our 
tractors just because they 
are 15 or 20-years old. 
They are working fine for 
us. The price of diesel has 
gone up sharply in the 
last 10 years. The rate we 
get for transportation is 
still the same but nobody 
is bothered about these 
issues, he said.

Also waiting for two 
days at the weighing 
scale are Raju Tyagi, 23, 
from Osika village and 
23-years-old Saleem 
from Kethal village, both 
of whom strongly sup-
port protesting farmers' 
demand for a legal guar-
antee on the MSP and re-
peal of the three conten-
tious agriculture laws.

Stepping up vaccine coverage by May end 
will help check Covid spread: Expert 

Hyderabad, 07 Mar [PTI]: The 
spread of COVID-19 in the coun-
try would remain at low levels if 
the vaccination coverage is ex-
panded substantially, possibly 
by inoculating those above 30 
years of age and without comor-
bidities, by end of May, an expert 
has said.

Though there has been a 
spike in the number of cases in 
some states, overall they have 
remained much on the lower 
side despite elections being held 
in some states, GVS Murthy, Di-
rector of Indian Institute of Pub-
lic Health in Hyderabad, set up 
under the aegis of Public Health 
Foundation of India, said.

"A sudden spike in cases has 
not been seen though civic polls 
were held in Hyderabad and lo-
cal body elections took place in 
neighbouring Andhra Pradesh," 
he said.

The infection is spreading, 
most probably after those who 
were leading protected lives got 
exposed as they moved out of 
their homes and mingled with 
others, he said.

Citing the seroprevalence re-

ports recently announced in Hy-
derabad, he said 54 per cent of 
the city's population is estimat-
ed to have antibodies against 
COVID-19 (up to 70 percent 
in some wards), meaning that 
many people got infected during 
the last six months without real-
ising it.

Observing that protection 
stays on for around five to six 
months if a person is already 
infected, Mr Murthy said it is a 
good sign that spikes are not be-
ing witnessed.

If the vaccination drive gath-
ers pace even among those aged 
above 30 wthout comorbidities, 
it would help check the spread 
of the virus, he said.

"If we can push vaccine cov-
erage to a high level by May, 
based upon volume of vaccines 
available in the country, the situ-
ation in India will remain at low 
levels," Mr Murthy told PTI.

After the nationwide vac-
cination drive covering health 
professionals and other front-
line workers was launched in 
January, the country had from 
March 1 started inoculating 

people aged above 60 and those 
over 45 with comorbidities, with 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
taking the first jab that day.

Mr Murthy said that while 
the pandemic might not come 
to an end immediately, the sit-
uation would be under control 
as there has been an increase in 
vaccination coverage.

As per available informa-
tion,antibodies (in the infected) 
existed for about seven months 
and there is a possibility of them 
getting it again if the antibodies 
decline, he said.

Since the highest caseload in 
the country was witnessed 
during August-September 
last year, those infected then 
may face the risk of getting 
it again by April-May, he 
opined.

Therefore, those above 
30 or 40 years of age can be 
covered if the vaccination 
drive is stepped up by about 
the end of May, he said.

This can be achieved by al-
lowing the private sector a big-
ger role in promoting vaccina-
tion, he said.

The increased vaccine cover-
age would provide protection to 
more people and it would also 
be difficult to infect others, he 
added.

Mr Murthy said medical 
management of COVID-19 cas-
es has improved since the be-
ginning of the pandemic with 
deaths being reduced effective-
ly and that the combination of 
vaccination and improved med-
ical management would be very 
beneficial in handling the virus.

However, COVID-19 precau-
tions like wearing masks should 
be continued till the vaccination 
drive reaches the next stage and 
also because the efficacy of vac-
cines would be around 70- 75 
per cent, he said.

"It is still not time to give up 
protection like masks. Such a sit-
uation may not come this year," 
he added.

The practice of wearing 
masks would have other bene-
fits like decline in tuberculosis, 
pneumonia and infections.

"We have to see what is the 
benefit to society on a bigger 
scale," Mr Murthy added.

After Taiwan photos, Congress uses 
Jharkhand video to show Assam shooting 

Guwahati, 07 Mar 
[NDTV]: Assam Finance 
Minister Himanta Biswa 
Sarma on Saturday la-
belled the state Congress 
unit a "fake news facto-
ry" for using a video of a 
mock drill in Jharkhand 
as police brutality during 
protests against the Citi-
zenship Amendment Act 
(CAA) in December 2019.

Assam Congress had 
last Thursday shared a 
2:47 minute-long video 
on what Assam has re-
ceived and lost during 
the incumbent BJP-led 
government's rule.

At 2:02 minute in the 

video, the voiceover asks 
viewers if they remem-
ber the sacrifices of the 
five young men who died 
during the CAA protests 
while the video showed 
the police firing at a 
crowd on the street.

According to a 'Fact 
Check' article published 
in December 2019, the 
video is from a police 
mock drill at Jharkhand 
that had been circulated 
by certain Twitter users 
as police firing during 
the CAA protest. The ar-
ticle also mentioned that 
the video had earlier 
been used to allege po-

lice firing in Kashmir.
Mr Sarma on his 

Twitter said, "Congress 
is Fake News Factory! 
Check at 2 min, how they 
have misused a mock drill 
video from Jharkhand to 
call it shooting by Assam 
Police."

The claims in the As-
sam Congress's video, 
however, weren't entirely 
wrong.

During the protests 
against the CAA in De-
cember 2019 and Janu-
ary 2020, five young men 
- Sam Stafford, 17, Abdul 
Amin, 23, Ishwar Nayak, 
25, Deepanjal Das, 19, 

from Guwahati - had died 
in police firing. Another, 
Azizul Hoque, 45, also 
died in the protests when 
his truck was torched.

According to journal-
ists who extensively cov-
ered the protest, during 
one of the protests, street 
lights were put out before 
the police started firing.

Responding to Mr 
Sarma's attack, the Con-
gress tweeted, "You can 
try to sidetrack the issue 
as much as you like, but 
our (and Assam's) ques-
tions remain the same - 
Do you deny that 5 inno-
cent people were killed 

during CAA protetst? Do 
you deny that hundreds 
of innocent were injured 
because of your Govt's 
Apathy?"

The Finance Minister 
had earlier attacked the 
Congress for alleged-
ly using the photos of 
tea estates in Taiwan 
and claiming them to be 
those of Assam.

Assam had seen 
widespread protests af-
ter the new citizenship 
law passed in 2019 over 
concerns that it would 
legalise thousands of il-
legal immigrants from 
Bangladesh before 2015.
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Protect Forests from 
Greed, Not Need 

Yes, going genuinely green 
will require more effort

Some years ago, in the run-up to a National Art 
Festival that Gangtok was hosting, the sculp-

tors had to twiddle their thumbs with no mate-
rial to work with for two days because the wood 
they had ordered from Siliguri was held up as 
clearance from the Forest Department was tak-
ing too long. They might as well have contacted 
some locals who would have commissioned some 
others to chop down the required kind of wood. 
The worst that would have happened is that the 
woodcutters would have been arrested under 
some clause of the Forest Act. After all, much 
the same has transpired for much lesser a cause 
than Art at reserve forests across the State. Once, 
the people with the saws, all of them essential-
ly daily-wagers were arrested for cutting down 
trees for timber reportedly required for the con-
struction of an army garage. Only the porters lan-
guished in judicial custody, the string was never 
unspooled to reach to the better informed people 
who had placed the order.

The laws protecting our forests and wildlife 
are very strict. Apart from rape and murder, vi-
olations of the Forest Act are perhaps the only 
crimes that cannot be settled out of court or with-
drawn. We have seen how strict forest officials 
can become when it comes to evicting encroach-
ers from forest land when they are impoverished 
families like migrant labourers or rural folk who 
rely on the forests for sustenance. We often hear 
of woodcutters arrested for illicit felling and ru-
ral folk have been banned from taking their cattle 
to graze. How often have we heard of a raid on a 
palatial building which has consumed many trees 
just to get the flooring done and consumed still 
more trees for the paneling and the furniture? 
The porters who double as woodcutters might or 
might not be aware of the forest laws, they might 
even be felling trees knowing that it is illegal to 
do so, but they are driven by their need to do so. 
Those who order the wood from them are defi-
nitely aware of the laws against such activities 
and have only their greed to blame for their ac-
tions. 

What has to be targeted is this greed. 
No amount of legislations and laws and rules 

can succeed if the only people who get rounded 
up are those driven by their need. Greed, on the 
other hand, can be easily suppressed if some ex-
amples are set or a genuine stab made at raising 
awareness and transposing some guilt. People in 
need for a wage and some quick money are easily 
replaced so rounding them up does not address 
the problem until the demand remains. Our pro-
tectors of the forest have to start striking at places 
from where the demands are being placed from. 
Why is it that illicit wood is almost always caught 
in-transit or in houses serving only as warehous-
es? Why are those who place orders after which 
trees are felled, never booked?

Hong Kong: ‘Patriotism Test’ for Public Officials 
Shows China’s Increasing Assertiveness

Forcibly Sterilized During Fujimori Dictatorship, 
Thousands of Peruvian Women Demand Justice

ÑUSTA CARRANZA KO
theconversation.com

The regime of Peruvian dictator Alberto Fuji-
mori sterilized 272,028 people between 1996 

and 2001, the majority of them Indigenous women 
from poor, rural areas – and some without consent.

Now, in public hearings that began earlier this 
year, thousands of these women are demanding 
justice for what they say were forced sterilization 
procedures called tubal ligations.

Sterilization was a covert part of Fujimori’s 
“family planning” policy, which purported to give 
women “the tools necessary [for them] to make 
decisions about their lives.” But in fact, as revealed 
in government documents published by the Peru 
human rights ombudsman’s office in 2002, the re-
gime saw controlling birth rates as a way to fight 
“resource depletion” and “economic downturn.”

These were euphemisms for what Fujimori, 
and past leaders of Peru, referred to as the “Indian 
problem” – higher birth rates among Indigenous 
people than Peruvians of European descent. And 
since Indigenous women of Quechua descent had 
the highest poverty rates in Peru, they were the 
government’s main target for “family planning.”

Rather than getting consultations on their re-
productive rights, as other Peruvian women did 
when they visited public health clinics, Indigenous 
women were offered “family planning” methods, 
one of which was tubal ligation.

“Health officials took me to the hospital … and 
forced me to undergo surgery,” testified Dionicia 
Calderón in a public testimony organized by the 
National Organization of Andean and Amazonian 
Indigenous Women in Peru in 2017.

Indigenous Peruvians are widely recognized 
as particular victims of the Fujimori dictatorship. 
But my research documenting Indigenous wom-
en’s stories finds that the crime of forced steriliza-
tion has been underplayed in Peru’s post-Fujimori 
reckoning with the past.

TRUTH AND JUSTICE
Victims and families of victims of forced steril-

ization began to seek legal recourse in 1998, two 
years before Fujimori’s downfall.

The family of María Mamérita Mestanza – who 
was coercively sterilized, suffered health compli-
cations and died on April 5, 1998 – filed charges 
with the national prosecutor’s office against the 
chief of the health center that performed her tubal 
ligation. But judges twice ruled that there were in-
sufficient grounds to prosecute the doctor.

In 2004, official investigations by prosecutors 
began against Fujimori into his regime’s “com-
pulsive application of sterilizations.” But after 
Fujimori was prosecuted and convicted by Peru’s 
Supreme Court for other human rights abuses, the 
sterilizations case was closed because it was not 
considered genocide or torture, and the crimes 
could not be charged within Peru’s existing penal 
code.

Investigations were reopened in 2011 after 
the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, 
an international legal body, pressured the state 
to investigate the case, citing the high number of 

victims. By January 2014, Peru’s Public Ministry 
was pursuing charges against doctors for María 
Mamérita Mestanza’s death. But it re-closed 2,000 
other cases, saying there was insufficient evidence 
to hold Fujimori himself accountable.

For years, the roughly 2,000 forced steriliza-
tion cases continued to bounce around the Peruvi-
an criminal justice system. Every so often, authori-
ties would open investigations into some low-level 
officials accused of participating in the “family 
planning” program, only to close them again be-
cause of “insufficient information.” This was part 
of general impunity surrounding Fujimori, whose 
son and daughter are both politicians.

Meanwhile, Indigenous groups were recording 
the testimonies of these women and creating an 
online archive in which Indigenous women recall 
their forced sterilization. Called “Quipu,” the da-
tabase – along with pressure from international 
human rights groups like Amnesty International – 
helped pressure the government to holding public 
hearings on the topic. 

In January of this year, the first official govern-
ment hearings on coercive sterilizations began in 
Lima. But they were suspended after just one day, 
when Judge Rafael Martín Martínez determined 
the court needed more translators for the wide 
variety of Quechua dialects spoken by the victims.

Hearings resumed on March 1 in Lima, to “for-
malize the charges for mediated authorship on 
the crimes against life, body, and health; grievous 
bodily harm causing death,” according to prosecu-
tor Pablo Espinoza Vázquez.

In addition to wrenching testimonies from 
victims, the prosecution presented damning evi-
dence that Fujimori and his health ministers set an 
annual sterilization quota. For instance, in 1997, 
Fujimori’s government aimed to sterilize 150,000 
people, the prosecutor alleged, regardless of their 
health condition or consent.

The majority of the victims of coercive steril-
izations were of Indigenous descent.

DIFFICULT ROAD AHEAD
The hearings have given thousands of Indige-

nous women in Peru hope that their abusers may 
finally be held criminally accountable for violating 
their reproductive rights, depriving them of chil-
dren and decimating the Indigenous population by 
preventing the births of future generations.

And recent legislative changes now entitle vic-
tims of forced sterilizations to medical, financial and 
educational reparations, and potentially an official 
apology. But former president Fujimori and his inner 
circle retain links with powerful people in politics. 
Despite efforts to punish them for the crimes of the 
dictatorship, they have largely escaped justice.

Fujimori was convicted in 2009 and jailed for 
crimes against humanity, but his conviction was 
overturned in 2017 on health-related grounds. 
This so-called “humanitarian” pardon was an-
nulled in 2017, and in 2018 a court-appointed 
team of medical experts concluded the former 
dictator was fit to serve the rest of his sentence. 
Fujimori was ordered back to jail.

His daughter, Keiko Fujimori, a candidate in 
this year’s Peruvian presidential election, says she 
would consider pardoning her father if she won.

So the road to actually convicting Fujimori for 
reproductive violence against Indigenous women 
is long. His victims, telling their stories publicly 
now, know how often their cases were previous-
ly dismissed due to “insufficient information” and 
how marginalized their voices have been in Peru’s 
transitional justice process.

Despite the odds, victims and their families 
maintain hope that this time things will be differ-
ent. As the daughters of two women who died of 
coercive sterilization-related medical complica-
tions declared, “Without judicial investigations, 
there is no truth, and without truth, there will be 
no justice.”

[the writer is Assistant Profes-
sor, School of Public and Internation-

al Affairs, University of Baltimore]

BOYANG SU & SOPHIE WUSHUANG YI
theconversation.com

Tensions are running high in Hong 
Kong after the pro-Beijing gov-

ernment charged 47 democracy ac-
tivists and politicians with sedition 
under the controversial new national 
security law.

The group is accused of running 
what has been described as an un-
official “primary” poll in July last 
year in which more than 600,000 
Honkongese voted to select candi-
dates for a legislative election which 
was due to be held in September. 
The election was subsequently post-
poned by Carrie Lam, the territory’s 
pro-Beijing chief executive, who cited 
the coronavirus as the reason for de-
laying the vote.

The charges come just days after 
the Hong Kong government intro-
duced new oath requirements for 
public officials – swearing loyalty not 
to their constituents but Beijing and 
the Communist Party. The oaths are 
part of a plan outlined on February 
23 by Xia Baolong, the director of the 
State Council’s Hong Kong and Ma-
cau Affairs Office, for major electoral 
reforms to ensure only “patriots” can 
stand for office.

This is designed to ensure that 
pro-Beijing officials will hold all the 
offices in the city’s executive, legisla-
ture and judiciary branches as well 
as statutory bodies. The move echoes 
words from Chinese President Xi 
Jinping earlier in the month when 
he said: “Hong Kong must always be 
governed by patriots”.

Pro-democrats accused the Hong 
Kong government of narrowing the 

scope for political participation, 
while the pro-establishment camp 
believed that the newly proposed 
requirements would work hand 
in hand with the National Security 
Law (NSL) to further eliminate “an-
ti-China” elements from the city by 
providing it with a “patriotic” test. 
The NSL, imposed by Beijing in June 
2020, has been widely criticised both 
by pro-democracy activists in Hong 
Kong itself and by the international 
community as effectively outlawing 
opposition movements.

CHANGING CHINA
The evolution of China’s posture 

towards the former British colony 
has largely tracked China’s develop-
ment as a major global power. When 
the “one country, two systems” prin-
ciple was agreed in the 1980s as 
part of the legally binding handover 
agreement between China and the 
UK, the city was given the assurance 
it could retain its own economic and 
administrative systems for 50 years 
with “a high degree of autonomy”.

At that stage, China was a rath-
er marginal economic and geopo-
litical actor. But the rise of China to 
great power status, especially the 
country’s unprecedented econom-
ic growth, has inevitably caused a 
change in China’s perception of itself 
and others. 

Hong Kong is one of the key ex-
amples of that change of perception. 
After handover in 1997, Hong Kong 
became a Special Administrative Re-
gion (SAR) but is – on every level – 
part of China. The former British col-
ony still fulfils its function as a con-
duit between China and the world, 

but even this has gradually become 
symbolic as China now has several 
other important financial hubs, prin-
cipally Shanghai.

China’s economy has grown rap-
idly over the past two decades, while, 
on the other hand, the outside world 
– particularly the US and Europe – 
was pushed into recession by the 
2008 financial crisis and had barely 
recovered when COVID-19 hit.

China’s changing global power 
has radically changed the context 
which the Hong Kong issue sits. Bei-
jing has clearly found it difficult, if 
not possible, to maintain the same 
attitude towards the former UK terri-
tory as it had at handover in 1997, es-
pecially in the face of rising political 
instability in the city and the deteri-
oration of US-China relations during 
the presidency of Donald Trump.

JURISDICTIONAL LOOPHOLES
The new US president, Joe Biden, 

made human rights in Hong Kong 
and elsewhere a focus of his first 
phone call with Xi Jinping at the be-
ginning of February. Biden pressed 
Xi on Hong Kong, Taiwan and China’s 
treatment of its Uighur Muslim mi-
nority. The Chinese state broadcast-
er CCTV said Xi had pushed back on 
these concerns on China’s internal af-
fairs, saying: “The US should respect 
China’s core interests and act with 
caution.”

The deterioration of relations 
between Washington and Beijing 
has been evident for some time, 
for example in 2019 when the 
US Congress passed Hong Kong 
Human Rights and Democra-
cy Act, which established that the 

US would review its stance on Hong 
Kong annually with regard to Chi-
na’s upholding of the 1997 Handover 
Agreement. China responded by can-
celling the US navy’s Hong Kong visit 
in 2019.

Another important indication 
of China’s more assertive stance to-
wards Hong Kong is that, 23 years 
after handover, the Central Military 
Dock was officially placed under the 
control of the People’s Liberation 
Army Navy on September 29 2020. 
The dock was part of a Sino-UK 
agreement made in 1994 on the ar-
rangements for the future use of 
military sites in the former British 
colony.

It is evident that Beijing’s failure 
to uncouple Hong Kong from its co-
lonial past created “jurisdictional 
loopholes” – the establishment of the 
national security law and the new 
oath requirement shows Beijing tak-
ing legal and legislative action to fully 
“decolonise” Hong Kong.

Hong Kong can still enjoy a cer-
tain degree of autonomy under the 
“one country, two systems” principle 
while remaining a Special Adminis-
trative Zone of China. But Beijing is 
expected to make more “loyalty” de-
mands like the recent oath require-
ments to ensure that the notion of 
“one country” is a prerequisite for vi-
ability of Hong Kong’s “two systems” 
– at least, until the agreement ceases 
to have legal force in 2047.

[Boyang Su is PhD Researcher, 
Lau China Institute, King's College 

London; Sophie Wushuang Yi is 
PhD Researcher in the Lau China 
Institute, King's College London]
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Nepal Supreme Court awards 
NCP to Rishiram Kattel

TIKA R PRADHAN
Kathmandu, 07 Mar 
[ K at h m a n d u P o s t ] : 
The Supreme Court has 
decided to award the Ne-
pal Communist Party to 
Rishiram Kattel.
Justices Kumar Reg-
mi and Bom Kumar 
Shrestha on Sun-
day passed the ver-
dict on the almost 
three-year-old case, 
in which Kattel had 
challenged the Elec-
tion Commission’s 
decision to register 
Nepal Communist 
Party (NCP) under KP 
Sharma Oli and Push-
pa Kamal Dahal in May 
2018.

The bench has said 
that a new party cannot 
be registered with the 
Election Commission 
when it already has a 
party registered with a 
similar name.

“The Supreme Court 
has passed a verdict in 
our favour,” advocate 
Dandapani Poudel, Kat-
tel’s lawyer, told the Post. 
“We have won the case.”

Quashing the Election 
Commission's decision 
to award the Nepal Com-
munist Party (NCP) to Oli 
and Dahal, the court has 
said then CPN-UML and 
then CPN (Maoist Cen-
tre) would return to the 
pre-merger stage and if 
they were to merge, they 
should apply at the Elec-
tion Commission as per 
the Political Parties Act.

Oli’s UML and Dahal’s 
Maoist Centre had an-
nounced their merger in 
May 2018.

The decision comes 
just hours before the 
scheduled meeting of the 
House of Representatives 

where the two factions 
of the Nepal Communist 
Party are battling to show 
their majority.

The court decision can 
have an impact on the par-
ty’s equation in the House.

In the 2017 elec-
tions,the UML had won 
121 seats and the Maoist 
Centre 53.

Oli’s December 20 
House dissolution move, 
however, brought a rift 
in the Nepal Commuist 
Party (NCP), with one 
faction led by Oli and the 
other by Dahal and Ne-
pal.

Within the UML, Oli 
had nearly 80 members 

on his side, while Nepal 
had around 40, while 
there were around 53 
members from Commu-
nist Party of Nepal (Mao-
ist Centre). 

Party insiders say 
the equations, however, 
could have changed by 
now.

After the Election 
Commission’s initial re-
fusal to award the Nepal 
Communist Party to Oli 
and Dahal, saying a party 
with the same name was 
already registered with 
it, Oli and Dahal had got 
their party registered as 
Nepal Communist Party 
(NCP).

But Kattel had chal-
lenged the Election 
Commission’s decision 
to award the party to 
Oli and Dahal at the Su-
preme Court.

Advocate Poudel had 
filed a writ petition at the 
Supreme Court behalf of 
Kattel on December 7, 
2018, demanding that 
the Nepal Communist 
Party (NCP) led by Oli 
and Dahal be scrapped 
as its registration vio-
lated Clause 6(e) of the 
Political Parties Act-
2017.

The clause states 
that a new party can-
not be registered if the 
name and party’s em-
blem resemble those of 
a party already regis-
tered with the Election 
Commission.

Poudel in his peti-
tion claimed that the rul-
ing party had used power 
to get Nepal Communsit 
Party (NCP) registered 
even though Nepal Com-
munist Party was al-
ready registered in the 
name of Kattel.

Nepal's House of confrontation
Binod Ghimire & Anil Giri
Kathmandu, 07 Mar [Kathmand-
uPost]: When the meeting of the 
House of Representatives com-
mences on Sunday, Prime Minister 
KP Sharma Oli and his faction of the 
Nepal Communist Party will try their 
best to make it look like business as 
usual.
The government’s priority, accord-
ing to sources, will be presenting the 
ordinances in a semblance of provid-
ing business to the House and letting 
the House function as if everything 
is normal, unless the faction led by 
Pushpa Kamal Dahal and Madhav 
Kumar Nepal takes a drastic step.

Though the Dahal-Nepal faction 
wants to unseat Oli, it has yet to de-
cide whether to file a no-confidence 
motion against him.

As per the preliminary business 
schedule published by the Parlia-
ment Secretariat on Saturday, the 
government will present as many 
as eight ordinances, including the 
one related to the amendment to the 
Constitutional Council (Functions, 
Duties and Procedures) Act-2010 is-
sued on December 15.

Bishal Bhattarai, who was ap-
pointed the chief whip of the Nepal 
Communist Party by Oli on Febru-
ary 26 in place of Dev Gurung, told 
the Post that the government’s pri-
ority will be getting the ordinances 
through Parliament.

“All the ordinances will be pre-
sented before the House on the very 
first day,” said Bhattarai. “Getting 
them endorsed is the government’s 
top priority.”

The House meeting is commenc-
ing on Sunday after the Supreme 
Court on February 23 overturned 
Oli’s December 20 decision to dis-
solve the House. Oli, however, has 
refused to resign on moral grounds 
and has decided to face the House. 
He has even challenged his oppo-
nents to remove him if they can.

The Dahal-Nepal faction had 
registered a no-confidence motion 
against Oli on December 20, hours 
after the government recommenda-
tion to dissolve the House of Repre-
sentatives was endorsed by Presi-
dent Bidya Devi Bhandari.

The Dahal-Nepal faction is un-
likely to revive the same no-confi-
dence motion, in which it had pro-
posed Dahal as the next prime min-
ister.

Officials at the Parliament Secre-
tariat said they have not heard any-
thing about a no-confidence motion.

“There is no information regard-
ing any no-confidence motion from 
any side,” Gopal Nath Yogi, a secre-
tary for the House of Representa-
tives, told the Post.

The Nepali Congress’ silence has 
put the Dahal-Nepal faction in a fix. 

It is hesitant to file a no-confidence 
motion against Oli because it lacks 
the numbers to get it through Parlia-
ment.

The faction has been claiming 
that it has around 87 to 90 lawmak-
ers on its side. Even then, without the 
support of the Congress party, which 
has 63 members (two suspended) in 
the House, its no-confidence motion 
will fall flat. In such a case, Oli will 
get a lease of life until March next 
year, as constitutional provisions 
don’t allow another no-confidence 
motion for one year.

Narayan Kaji Shrestha, spokes-
person for the Nepal Communist 
Party (Dahal-Nepal faction), told 
the Post that they have yet to decide 
on tabling a no-confidence motion 
against Oli, as they are still in discus-
sions with the Nepali Congress and 
Janta Samajbadi Party.

The Janata Samajabadi Party has 
34 members (two suspended) in 
Parliament.

“Our first and foremost demand 
is Oli should resign. He has plunged 
into the minority inside the party 
since as many as 115 lawmakers 
are against him. Oli cannot remain 
prime minister morally also because 
the Supreme Court overturned his 
decision to dissolve the House,” said 
Shrestha.

“Second, he has lost the majori-
ty in the party as well. A majority of 
parliamentarians are against him. 
If he does not resign, then in con-
sultation with the Nepali Congress 
and the Janata Samajbadi Party, a 
no-confidence motion will be regis-
tered.”

If the Dahal-Nepal faction indeed 
has 115 lawmakers on its side, as 
claimed by Shrestha, the Janata Sam-
ajbadi Party’s support will be suffi-
cient to remove Oli.

In the 275-member House of 
Representatives, the magic number 
is 138.

The Janata Samajbadi Party, how-
ever, has already made it clear that 
for it to support the Dahal-Nepal fac-
tion, it first needs to say whether it is 
a “formal party”.

The Nepal Communist Party, al-
though it has split politically, legally 
continues to remain one, as the Elec-
tion Commission has not given a ver-
dict on the party legitimacy dispute.

The Janata Samajbadi Party 
wants concrete assurances also, if 
it were to support Dahal and Nepal, 
regarding its concerns—ranging 
from constitutional amendments to 
the release of its lawmaker Resham 
Chaudhary from jail.

The Congress party, which has 
held a series of internal meetings 
as well as talks with leaders from 
across the political spectrum, in-
cluding Oli, Dahal and Nepal, has 

said that it would make a decision 
only after the Nepal Communist Par-
ty sees a formal split.

And even if it were to support the 
Dahal-Nepal faction, will it be just to 
give a leg up to Dahal?

Multiple Congress leaders have 
told the Post over the past few days 
that the party would be interested 
in leading the government, rather 
than just backing one side—Oli or 
the Dahal-Nepal-led faction. In that 
case, if the Dahal-Nepal faction files 
a no-confidence motion against Oli 
with the Congress party’s support, 
it should name Congress President 
Sher Bahadur Deuba as the next 
prime minister.

Oli and Deuba too have been in 
touch for quite a while, but what 
understanding they have been dis-
cussing is not clear yet. One possi-
bility is that Oli is seeking Congress 
party’s support in case he seeks a 
vote of confidence. But leaders have 
stopped short of saying what that 
deal entails. A likely scenario is that 
Oli survives with Congress support 
and in return, he lets Deuba lead the 
government—for at least a year until 
the elections in 2022.

Despite Deuba’s public state-
ments that he is in no hurry to be-
come prime minister, he has made 
it sufficiently clear that he is not 
averse to the idea.

Meanwhile, the Supreme Court is 
likely to pass a verdict soon on a case 
filed by Rishiram Kattel, who claims 
that Nepal Communist Party name 
belongs to him. Kattel had registered 
the Nepal Communist Party with the 
Election Commission in 2013. When 
Oli and Dahal had approached the 
Election Commission in May 2018 
after they announced the merger 
of their CPN-UML and CPN (Maoist 
Centre), the poll body had initially 
refused to register it saying that a 
party with the same name had al-
ready been registered. Oli and Da-
hal had then registered their Nepal 
Communist Party by adding Nekapa, 
or NCP, within brackets.

If the Supreme Court passes a 
verdict in favour of Kattel, thereby 
making the Nepal Communist Party 
(NCP) illegitimate, politics is likely 
to take a completely different course, 
with most making a prediction that 
the situation would return to the 
pre-May 2018 stage. That will mean 
two different parties—the UML and 
the Maoist Centre.

With Oli now having quite some 
former Maoists and the Dahal-Nepal 
faction having a number of former 
UML members, including leaders 
like Nepal, Jhala Nath Khanal, Yogesh 
Bhattarai and Ghanashyam Bhusal 
to name a few, more political compli-
cations are likely.

“The Nepal Communist Party 

has not split yet legally, so there is 
no question of supporting one or 
the other,” said Minendra Rijal, a 
Central Working Committee of the 
Nepali Congress. “First, we will see 
how Prime Minister Oli defends his 
unconstitutional move of dissolving 
the House when he appears before 
the reinstated House tomorrow. 
Oli faces a huge moral and political 
question.”

Asked if the Congress par-
ty would be interested in filing a 
no-confidence motion of its own 
against Oli, with the support of the 
Dahal-Nepal faction, Rijal said the 
party has not thought along these 
lines yet.

“Such decisions are not taken 
overnight,” Rijal told the Post.

While the Dahal-Nepal faction 
is claiming to have around 115 par-
liamentarians on its side, a similar 
claim is being made by the Oli fac-
tion—that it has even more parlia-
mentarians with it.

The Dahal-Nepal faction held a 
meeting of its Parliamentary Par-
ty on Friday, where it claimed that 
around 115 parliamentarians—
from the House of Representatives 
and the National Assembly—were 
present.

The Oli faction held a meeting of 
its Parliamentary Party on Saturday. 
It also claimed that around 115 par-
liamentarians were present—from 
the House of Representatives and 
the National Assembly in total.

Neither faction has divulged the 
number of lawmakers from the low-
er house present in their meetings.

When it comes to no-confidence 
motion and electing a new prime 
minister, lawmakers from the lower 
house matter, not those from the up-
per house.

Multiple leaders from the Da-
hal-Nepal faction said that they do 
want to unseat Oli and that a no-con-
fidence motion against him is the 
only way but they admitted that they 
have not taken any decision to that 
effect yet.

Bhusal, a lawmaker from the Da-
hal-Nepal faction, said there is a lot 
of confusion regarding the filing of 
a no-confidence motion due to the 
party’s legal status.

“The Nepali Congress also has a 
problem supporting us unless the 
party is legally divided,” said Bhusal. 
“I don’t think the no-confidence mo-
tion could be registered on Sunday.”

With both factions led by Oli as 
well as Dahal and Nepal in a bid to 
prove their majority—not by actions 
but just by words, Sunday’s House 
meeting could see confrontation, 
some observers say.

After being politically split, the 
party’s lawmakers are likely to be 
split physically also when the House 

meeting commences, as the Da-
hal-Nepal faction, which is acting like 
an “opposition”, is likely to choose to 
sit on the other side of the aisle. But 
technically, lawmakers from the Da-
hal-Nepal faction are also part of the 
ruling party as of now.

Some leaders from the Dahal-Ne-
pal faction have hinted that they 
would try to stop Oli from entering 
the House, as he was the one who 
had “killed” it, only to be saved by 
the Supreme Court.

“We are discussing this issue 
well,” said Bhim Rawal, a lawmak-
er from the Dahal-Nepal faction. 
“We will make a decision by Sunday 
morning.”

But how moral that move would 
be is a question and that apart, there 
are several issues that would make 
it too difficult for the House Speak-
er, according to people with good 
knowledge of parliamentary affairs.

Som Bahadur Thapa, a former 
secretary at the Parliament Secre-
tariat, said had the Election Commis-
sion taken a decision on the Nepal 
Communist Party legitimacy row, 
things would have been much easier 
in the House.

“Sunday is going to be a tough 
day for the Speaker to ensure the 
House functions smoothly and de-
cently,” Thapa told the Post.

Speaker Agni Sapkota already 
faces accusations that he has been 
siding with the Dahal-Nepal faction. 
Sapkota was elected House Speaker 
in January last year after a weeks-
long tug-of-war between Oli and Da-
hal.

Sapkota had made his reserva-
tions public about Oli’s House disso-
lution, calling it an unconstitutional 
move. He had even held consulta-
tions with some parties regarding 
calling the House meeting even as 
the case was pending at the Supreme 
Court.

Taranath Ranabhat, a former 
Speaker of the House, said the Da-
hal-Nepal faction too has a moral 
question before it, as it has already 
sacked Oli as the leader of the Parlia-
mentary Party and elected Dahal as 
the Parliamentary Party leader.

In a parliamentary system, the 
leader of the Parliamentary Party of 
the party that commands a majority 
is chosen for the prime minister’s 
post.

“Oli will go to the House to prove 
his legitimacy, while the Dahal-Nepal 
faction will try to oppose his move,” 
Ranabhat told the Post. “Confronta-
tion is inevitable. The only question 
is whether it is limited to verbal or 
goes beyond.”

Tika R Pradhan contributed re-
porting.

Always felt at home in 
West Bengal: Gambhir

New Delhi, Mar 7 
(PTI): BJP leader and MP 
Gautam Gambhir who is 
likely to join party's cam-
paign in poll-bound West 
Bengal on Sunday said he 
always felt at home in the 
state.

The former top order 
Indian batsman is likely 
to begin campaigning in 
West Bengal from March 
22. He will campaign in 
all eight phases of the as-
sembly polls in the state 
as well as in three phases 
of the Assam assembly 
polls, said an aide of the 
East Delhi MP.

This will be Gam-
bhir's first full-fledged 
election campaign for the 
BJP outside Delhi. Ear-
lier, he had campaigned 
for former hockey player 
Sandip Singh in Hary-
ana assembly polls last 
year. His plans for a visit 
to Jammu and Kashmir 
during the district devel-
opment council (DDC) 
polls in December 2020 
did not materialise.

Gambhir said he felt 
"sad and dejected" over 
West Bengal Chief Min-

ister Mamata Banerjee's 
remarks that the BJP was 
a party of "outsiders" 
and it had no place in the 
state.

"Not even for a brief 
moment was I made to 
feel that I was an outsid-
er and was not born or 
brought up in Kolkata or 
anywhere else in Bengal, 
that I had not attended 
Presidency College or Ja-
davpur University or that 
I did not have egg rolls 
from Park Street while 
growing up.

"I always felt like a 
part of this huge and 
happy family which 
showered me with love 
and blessings every time 
I visited the state," the 
former cricketer said.

Gambhir, under 
whose captaincy Kolk-
ata Knight Riders (KKR) 
won two finals of the 
IPL, has a fan following 
among the youth of the 
state where polls for 294 
assembly seats will begin 
on March 27.

The fate of the West 
Bengal people and the 
state cannot be decided 

by bombs and bullets, 
Gambhir said expressing 
concern over "incessant 
and mindless" killings 
of political workers and 
violent clashes between 
parties.

Multiple reports of 
bomb making factories 
working in overdrive 
have surfaced in recent 
times, he said.

"Intimidation, threats 
and violence have been 
made new normal by the 
Left and the Trinamool 
Congress for decades and 
it has now become a part 
of the political culture of 
Bengal?," he alleged.

He said the ruling 
party is willing to go to 
any extent to silence any 
opposition in the state. 
This is not the ethos of 
Bengal and the voters in 
the state must make it 
clear, the BJP leader said.

People in Bengal have to 
put their foot down and de-
cide whether they want the 
rule of "syndicate" or a 'sonar 
Bangla', nepotism or merit, 
and whether they want 
crime and corruption or 
'poribortan', he added.

Mithun 
Chakraborty 
to participate 

in PM's 
Brigade rally

Kolkata, Mar 7 (PTI): 
The participation of film 
star Mithun Chakraborty 
in Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi's brigade 
parade ground rally here 
on Sunday has generat-
ed considerable interest 
among BJP supporters 
turning out for the mega 
event. Chakraborty met 
BJP national general sec-
retary in- charge of West 
Bengal Kailash Vijayvargiya 
after arriving here on Sat-
urday evening. Many of the 
BJP supporters headed for 
the meeting ground from 
across the state said they 
were happy to know that 
the film star will participate 
in the rally.

Modi will be addressing 
the mega poll rally as West 
Bengal heads for an eight-
phase assembly election 
starting March 27. BJP state 
president Dilip Ghosh 
has claimed that the elec-
tion rally will be attended 
by nearly 10 lakh people.

No new 
COVID-19 case 
in Arunachal
Itanagar, Mar 7 (PTI): 
Arunachal Pradesh did 
not report any new 
COVID-19 case on Sun-
day, a senior health offi-
cial said. The state's case-
load stands at 16,839, of 
which three are active 
cases, while 16,780 peo-
ple have recovered from 
the disease and 56 pa-
tients have succumbed to 
the infection so far, State 
Surveillance Officer Dr 
Lobsang Jampa said.

The recovery rate 
among the coronavi-
rus patients in the state 
stands at 99.64 per cent, 
he said. The state has so 
far tested over 4.82 lakh 
samples for COVID-19, 
including 342 in the last 
24 hours, the official said.

A total of 55,304 peo-
ple have been vaccinated 
in the state so far, State 
Immunisation Officer Di-
mong Padung said.
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'It’s a constant fight': Four top players 
discuss the future of women's football

LONDON, 07 MAR [THEGUARD-
IAN]: For International Women’s 
Day on Monday, the Observer and 
Common Goal, which helps players 
invest 1% of their income back into 
the game, organised a round table 
comprising four professional fe-
male players with a combined 178 
caps. They came together to dis-
cuss why female footballers give 
back and what needs to change as 
the game continues to grow.

Despite having a much small-
er slice of the football pie, half the 
football players involved in Com-
mon Goal are women, why is that?

CAROLINE WEIR Manches-
ter City and Scotland: For me, it’s 
about visibility. I would have loved 
to have seen a group of women 
play football when I was younger. 
It’s just about that and also show-
ing girls how powerful a group of 
women can be. That it makes the 
voice so much louder if we’re all 
singing from the same hymn sheet.

PAULINE BREMER Wolfsburg 
and Germany: I agree. We’re also 
really lucky in the professional 
leagues now, with all the possibil-
ities we have. So that’s the reason 
why I chose, or we chose, to give 
back. We know that in other coun-
tries or in other parts of the world 
it’s not the same and if we chip all 
together, we can make stuff hap-
pen.

ISABELLA ECHEVERRI Sevilla 
and Colombia: Football is so pow-
erful, it can get to every single spot 
in the world. As women, and all the 
players that are in Common Goal, 
we know how powerful football is 
and how that small 1% can change 
the lives of so many different kids 
or organisations.

SOFIE JUNGE PEDERSEN Ju-
ventus and Denmark: I also hope 

that this movement makes it be-
come the norm that you join Com-
mon Goal, and you give something 
back when you’re a professional 
player. There’s so much money in 
the football industry and I think 
we must give back 1%, that is not 
a lot really.

Common Goal is not the only 
way women athletes are elevating 
each other, their voices and their 
sports. Across the world women 
are moving into leadership posi-
tions in sports and other indus-
tries. In the US the actor Natalie 
Portman and World Cup winner 
Abby Wambach are two of those 
involved in the new club Angel City 
and the tennis star Naomi Osaka is 
backing North Carolina Courage.

CW: Being part of a group of 
women, we’re used to being in 
teams as players, but being part 
of this kind of team and seeing 
high-profile women draw atten-
tion to the women’s game is great. 
We’re in fortunate positions now 
and hopefully the next generation 
will be even better off and able to 
do the same.

IE: It’s a very positive thing. 
I’m just proud of being part of that 
generation of women that are try-
ing to change the status quo, try-
ing to lift each other up, especially 
women in sports.

Gender equality is not just 
a women’s issue, what changes 
would you like to see in different 
areas of the football industry to ac-
celerate change?

SP: So many big men’s team 
are investing in women’s football 
now but I also understand that 
they have to run as a business. But 
bigger associations, Uefa and Fifa, 
definitely need to invest more in 

women’s football, the difference 
between the amount they give to 
women’s football and men’s foot-
ball is way too big. Why shouldn’t 
they invest the same in men’s and 
women’s football? That could real-
ly make a big difference.

IE: The investment has to be 
there for us to just bring the game 
up and to level conditions and the 
opportunities that we as women in 
sports have. We need more wom-
en in powerful positions, women 
in places that can make decisions. 
But we also need the support 
right now from the people that 
are in those positions and that can 
change the reality of the game. 
Those people right now are most-
ly men that have been in the in the 
job for a while. So maybe they’re 
not as open to women’s football.

PB: To make it work you need 
to increase the attention on the 

woman’s game as well and that 
starts with media coverage. When 
people can see women’s football 
and it’s attractive they will come 
into the stadiums and that’s when 
it’s worthwhile for clubs to invest 
in women’s football.

CW: I totally agree with what’s 
been said. I’d also like to see more 
women just working in football. 
We need more women and girls 
playing, but there’s also all the 
staff that go with a team, a lot of 
those roles are male. You look at 
managers as well, male managers 
manage women’s teams but it’s not 
the same the other way around. 
That starts from a younger age, 
girls being interested in football, 
not necessarily playing or wanting 
to be a professional player, but just 
being involved, wanting to work in 
football in some way.

What would your IWD mes-
sage to young girls and young 
women who want to become 
football players be?

CW: Growing up there was lack 
of role models and opportunities 
to play in Scotland, I played with 
boys. But I was lucky that when I 
reached 18-19 the game was going 
professional in England, so I could 
move down there. As much as a 
lot of teams are professional and 
facilities have improved there’s 
still a lot where that’s still quite 
far behind. The challenge now is 
for women just to feel comfort-
able enough to actually challenge 
things and to speak out. As much 
as the game has grown so much in 
the last five to 10 years, the chal-
lenge will be to continue to push 
the boundaries. We’re grateful for 
the way the game’s gone but we 
need to continue to push for better 

things. If you’ve got a dream to be a 
professional footballer and you’re 
a wee girl, there’s absolutely no 
reason why that can’t happen now, 
fortunately.

PB: It’s important to follow 
your dream and know that nothing 
is now impossible. Women played 
football when it wasn’t allowed, 
when it was banned, and they 
achieved things, so the possibili-
ties to achieve in the game now are 
huge.

IE: I don’t like to compare wom-
en’s football to men’s in Colombia 
because it’s a completely different 
sport. They have every single thing 
and today we are still fighting for 
a professional league that plays 
for longer than two months. The 
facilities are not the same, even in 
my national team. It’s a constant 
fight. It’s a constant reminder that 
you’re still a woman and you’re 
worth less, so to speak, than the 
men’s players. Latin American cul-
ture is very, very masculine and 
soccer more so. It’s been tough, 
but for me to be able to speak up 
and be part of the generation that 
can change things is something to 
be proud of. I would tell them that 
they are strong, they’re stronger 
than they know, they’re more pow-
erful than they know. If they have a 
dream, they have to work hard to 
achieve it. Nothing is impossible if 
you set your mind and your heart 
to it. Being a girl or a woman you 
are not less, you just have to work 
a little bit harder.

SP: But also know that if you 
don’t get professional, you can 
still get something out of playing 
football. There’s so many things to 
achieve from being part of a foot-
ball team. Just have fun.

André-Frank Zambo Anguissa: 'If Scott Parker 
tells you it’s possible, you believe it’s possible'

ANDY BRASSSELL
London, 07 Mar 
[theGuardian]: Unusu-
ally among footballers, 
André-Frank Zambo An-
guissa enters our Zoom 
meeting on time. It might 
be in keeping with his de-
meanour – polite, friend-
ly and engaged – but it is 
somewhat out of kilter 
with his career arc. “I 
arrived late,” he says of 
coming into the profes-
sional game.

That is true by mod-
ern standards but having 
developed “in the streets, 
playing after school with 
my friends every single 
day” in his home city 
of Yaoundé, Cameroon, 
rather than being hot-
housed in an academy, 
Fulham are reaping the 
benefits of his less-than-
linear path. The 25-year-
old is one of the sur-
prises of this fluctuating 
Premier League season, 
a beacon of consistency 
in a sea of oscillating per-
formers.

Zambo Anguissa 
thinks he nailed that at 
Villarreal, where he was 
loaned after Fulham were 
relegated in 2019. “It was 
so specific in terms of 
pressing and passing,” he 
says, “and the coach [Javi 
Calleja] said: ‘If you can’t 
do it exactly as I want it, 
don’t worry – I’ve plen-
ty of other good players 
who know how to do it.’

“Everyone knew 
how to play. It made me 
progress so much more 
in terms of what I de-
manded of myself, and in 
terms of concentration. 
I knew that if I didn’t 
do the work, there was 
somebody there to take 
my place.”

When Calleja told him 
towards the end of the 
season that he was proud 

of him it felt good.
Not that the Camer-

oon international mid-
fielder is just about graft. 
Opta revealed that only 
four players in Europe’s 
leading five leagues have 
managed more dribbles 
than Zambo Anguissa – a 
table led by Adama Traoré 
and Lionel Messi. In the sea-
son Zambo Anguissa spent in 
La Liga, only Messi and Nabil 
Fekir completed more drib-
bles than him. “The statistics 
are flattering,” he says with 
a smile, “but it’s about the 
work you do for the team.”

As a youngster he was 
always a proficient drib-
bler – “It’s the story of my 
childhood” – but he only 
started to think about the 
possibility of football be-
coming a career, he says, 
when aged 14 he met his 
agent, Maxime Nana, in 
one of the annual G8 tri-
als Nana sets up in Mban-
komo, to the south-west 
of Cameroon’s capital.

Zambo Anguissa was 
spotted there by Jean-
Philippe Durand, the for-
mer Marseille midfielder 
(and 1993 Champions 
League winner) who was 
then working for the club 
as a recruiter, but when 
he made the move to 
Europe at 18 it was not 
directly to Marseille but 
north to Reims.

Zambo Anguissa 
toughed out a steep 
learning curve with no 
route into the first team, 

but Durand stayed in 
touch. “Even when he 
was in Marseille and I 
was at Reims,” he says. 
“He would make the 
[800km] trip to come and 
see me playing for the re-
serves in the DH [fourth 
tier]. It’s not everyone 
who does that for you.”

Zambo Anguissa was, 
in the words of Rudi Gar-
cia, one of his former 
Marseille coaches, with 
whom he still exchanges 
messages, “doing his for-
mation [academy train-
ing] as a professional”. 
He learned a lot tactically 
under Franck Passi, who 
had been Marcelo Biel-
sa’s assistant when he 
was at the club. “He was 
someone who knew how 
to channel my energies,” 
says Zambo Anguissa.

“I was a young player 
who ran a lot, who gave 
everything, but who was 
sometimes a bit clumsy. I 
wanted to do everything 
– to dribble, to carry the 
ball, everything. He un-
derstood that I was com-
ing from Africa and just 
said to take the time to 
find your feet, do the sim-
ple things well.

“At first it was hard 
for me to accept. I knew 
I had other things to of-
fer to the team and I felt 
restricted. But he told me 
what I needed to hear at 
the time. He said: ‘You’ll 
have the moment to ex-
press yourself and show 

us everything you can 
do.’”

Later encouraged to 
build on his grounding in 
the holding role by Gar-
cia, Zambo Anguissa was 
a mainstay of the Mar-
seille team that went to 
the 2018 Europa League 
final. Though they were 
well beaten by Atlético 
Madrid, it convinced Ful-
ham to lay out a club-re-
cord fee of £30m for him 
shortly after.

“I know a lot of peo-
ple wondered why I 
was leaving Marseille,” 
he says. “A huge club in 
France that played in 
Europe for a team that 
was playing to stay up 
in the Premier League. 
It’s about going step by 
step. Some young play-
ers might go straight to 
Tottenham, Manches-
ter United or wherever, 
they don’t really know 
the league and they get 
burned.”

Zambo Anguissa’s dili-
gence has worked for him, 
taking something from 
every coach, with Calleja’s 
box-to-box role for him at 
Villarreal supercharging 
his return to England.

“Over there I found an 
attacking freedom that I 
could make the most of, 
as well as defensive dis-
cipline,” he says. “When 
you can combine those 
two things in the Premier 
League, it helps you out.”

That first season in 
London had been tough 
– arriving after pre-sea-
son, with injuries and a 
revolving cast of coaches 
and players muddying the 
waters. “The team is much 
more solid than before,” 
he says. “What we’ve done 
this season is not insignif-
icant. We’ve had the confi-
dence to play, to pass the 
ball, against good teams.

England's young guns learning on 
the job speaks to a systemic failing

Andy Bull
London, 07 Mar 
[theGuardian]: There 
was a weary inevitabil-
ity about the last day of 
the series. England 10 
for one, 10 for two, 20 
for three, 30 for four, the 
wickets dropping like 
tired eyelids, loss wash-
ing over them like sleep 
falling on an exhausted 
man.

It leaves their winter 
split neatly in two: three 
handsome victories – 
two in Sri Lanka by sev-
en wickets and then six 
wickets, and one in India 
by 227 runs – followed 
by three ugly defeats by 
317 runs, 10 wickets and 
an innings and 25 runs.

Joe Root argued in-
sistently that the bad 
should not eclipse the 
good, like Sri Lanka’s 
Akila Dananjaya talking 
up the hat-trick he took 
in a T20 against the West 
Indies on Wednesday at 
the expense of Kieron 
Pollard hitting him for six 
sixes in his next over.

“We have to look at 
the winter as a whole,” 
Root said. “There have 
been three very good 
performances when the 
ball has spun and we’ve 
dealt with it better.” All 
of them are coloured by 
the three very poor per-
formances when it spun 
more and they did not.

The watershed coin-
cided with the turn in 
Root’s form, from 684 
runs at an average of 
114 in his first half-doz-
en innings to 110 at an 
average of 18 in the sec-
ond. While he was quick 
to say he was disap-
pointed he had not been 
able to carry on like in 
those first three match-
es, the real problem was 
that England’s fortunes 
were bound so tightly 

to him.
Without Root, there 

was not a lot left to fall 
back on. After he was 
dismissed in the first 
innings of the first Test, 
England’s batsmen 
made three fifties in 82 
innings: one from Ben 
Stokes, one from Zak 
Crawley and one, at the 
very dog end, from Dan 
Lawrence, the last man 
out in this final innings.

None of them man-
aged to press on past 
55. Worse, the team 
did not manage a fifty 
partnership in those 
seven innings, the best 
being the 48 Stokes 
put on with Jonny Bair-
stow on the first day of 
this Test. In that same 
time, India made 10 
fifty-plus scores, three 
of them hundreds and 
shared eight half-centu-
ry stands.

The series turned 
into one long vivisec-
tion of England’s bat-
ting, their techniques 
clinically dissected by 
Ravichandran Ashwin 
and Axar Patel, who 
took 59 wickets be-
tween them at a cost of 
12 runs apiece.

Which brings us 
around to England’s 
other glaring weakness, 
the lack of a spinner 
to back up Jack Leach, 
who proved himself a 
tough, artful and cun-
ning bowler. He finished 
the series with 18 wick-
ets but he does not have 
a central contract or 
the voluble support of 
his captain. Root was 
asked whether Leach 
had earned the right to 
be considered the first-
choice spinner and said 
instead that, as well as 
he had bowled, it was a 
question to ask again at 
the start of the summer.

New Zealand claim series over 
Australia with big win in T20 decider

Christchurch, 07 Mar 
[theGuardian]: Austra-
lia fell at the final hurdle 
in their T20 tour of New 
Zealand, coming back 
from two games down 
only to lose Sunday’s 
series decider by seven 
wickets.

Martin Guptill pow-
ered the Black Caps past 
Australia’s 142-8, which 
looked short of a com-
petitive total. The opener 
smashed three sixes off 
one Adam Zampa over - 
including one out of the 
stadium and onto the roof 
of Wellington’s “Cake Tin” 
- on his way to a thumping 
71.

Conway, elevated to 
open the batting at Tim 
Seifert’s expense, helped 
the pair notch a century 
partnership with 36 runs 
of his own.

Riley Meredith gave 
Australia hope when he 
removed Conway and had 
captain Kane William-
son trapped lbw next 
ball. In Meredith’s next 
over, Guptill asserted his 
authority with a boom-
ing straight drive that 
missed the Tasmanian by 
centimetres.

Guptill holed out off 
Jhye Richardson’s bowl-
ing soon after, but the 
damage was done, New 
Zealand winning with 27 
balls to spare. Spinners 
Ashton Agar and Adam 
Zampa went wicketless in 
the decider after their ef-
forts helped Australia back 
into the series.

“It would have been nic-
er if we were walking away 
with the trophy,” Australia 
captain Aaron Finch said.

“But I was really pleased 
with our resilience through 
the series to bounce back 
from 2-0 down. There was 
a lot of character.”

Australia took an 18-
man squad to New Zealand, 
but only used 12 - handing 

debuts to Josh Philippe and 
Riley Meredith off the back 
of strong Big Bash League 
seasons as Tests stars in-
cluding Pat Cummins and 
David Warner remained at 
home.

Finch nominated the 
efforts of Philippe and Mer-
edith as two of the major 
positives. “Josh made a 
couple of 40s. If he kicks 
on to 60s and 70s, which 
has been doing in domes-
tic cricket, that’d be great 
for his confidence,” he said, 
implying Philippe will stay 
with the T20 squad through 
to India.

Australia would rue 
their own stuttering in-
nings on Sunday after win-
ning the toss and electing 
to bat.

A promising powerplay 
made way to a mid-innings 
squeeze, with William-
son throwing the ball to 
part-timers Glenn Phillips 
and Mark Chapman, the 
latter put in the side for the 
ailing Kyle Jamieson.

Matthew Wade top 
scored with 44, ending his 
miserable run with the bat 
this tour. Finch (36), Mar-
cus Stoinis (26) and Mitch 
Marsh (10) were the only 
others to reach double fig-
ures.

Philippe was elevated 
to opener but looked un-
comfortable before being 
trapped leg before by Trent 
Boult, while Maxwell found 
a fielder with his first at-
tempted slog. Finch was 
dropped on 32 but cut Ish 
Sodhi straight to point two 
balls later.

Sodhi - who was named 
man of the series - took the 
wickets of Stoinis and Ash-
ton Agar with consecutive 
full tosses in the 18th over.

After losing the se-
ries, Australia aren’t 
sticking around in the 
New Zealand capital - 
chartering a flight home 
on Sunday evening.
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Pope Francis visits churches 
destroyed by Isis in northern Iraq

Mosul, 07 Mar 
[theGuardian]: Pope 
Francis arrived in north-
ern Iraq on Sunday, 
to pray in the ruins of 
churches damaged or de-
stroyed by Islamic State 
extremists and celebrate 
an open-air mass on the 
last day of the first-ever 
papal visit to the country.
The Vatican hopes that 
the landmark visit will 
rally the country’s Chris-
tian communities and en-
courage them to stay de-
spite decades of war and 
instability. Francis has 
also delivered a message 
of tolerance and frater-
nity between religions to 
Muslim leaders, includ-
ing in a historic meeting 
Saturday with Iraq’s top 
Shia cleric, Grand Ayatol-
lah Ali al-Sistani.

Francis headed to the 
northern city of Mosul, 
which was heavily dam-
aged in the war against 
Isis, to pray for Iraq’s 
war victims. In a scene 
unimaginable just four 
years ago, he mounted a 
stage in a city square sur-
rounded by the remnants 
of four damaged church-
es belonging to some of 
Iraq’s myriad Christian 
rites and denominations. 
A jubilant crowd wel-
comed him.

Isis overran Mosul in 
June 2014 and declared a 
caliphate stretching from 
territory in northern Syr-
ia deep into Iraq’s north 

and west. It was from 
Mosul’s al-Nuri mosque 
that the group’s leader, 
Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, 
made his only public ap-
pearance when he gave a 
Friday sermon calling on 
all Muslims to follow him 
as “caliph”.

Mosul held deep 
symbolic importance for 
Isis and became the bu-
reaucratic and financial 
backbone of the group. 
It was finally liberated 
in July 2017 after a fe-
rocious nine-month bat-
tle. Between 9,000 and 
11,000 civilians were 
killed, according to an AP 
investigation at the time. 
Baghdadi was killed in a 
US raid in Syria in 2019.

Francis will later trav-
el by helicopter across 
the Nineveh plains to the 
small Christian commu-
nity of Qaraqosh, where 
only a fraction of the 

number of families who 
fled the Isis onslaught 
in 2014 have returned. 
He will hear testimonies 
from residents and pray 
in the Church of the Im-
maculate Conception, 
which was torched by 
Isis and restored in re-
cent years.

He wraps up the 
day with a mass in the 
stadium in Erbil, in the 
semi-autonomous north-
ern Kurdish region, 
which is expected to 
draw as many as 10,000 
people. He arrived in 
Erbil early on Sunday, 
where he was greeted 
by children in traditional 
dress and one outfitted 
as a pope.

Iraq declared vic-
tory over Isis in 2017, 
and, while the extremist 
group no longer controls 
any territory, it still car-
ries out sporadic attacks, 

especially in the north. 
The country has also seen 
a series of recent rocket 
attacks by Iran-backed 
militias against US tar-
gets, violence linked to 
tensions between Wash-
ington and Tehran.

The Isis group’s brutal 
three-year rule of much 
of northern and western 
Iraq, and the gruelling 
campaign against it, left 
a vast swathe of destruc-
tion. Reconstruction ef-
forts have stalled amid 
a financial crisis lasting 
years, and entire neigh-
bourhoods remain in ru-
ins. Many Iraqis have had 
to rebuild their homes at 
their own expense.

Iraq’s Christian mi-
nority was hit especial-
ly hard. The militants 
forced them to choose 
between conversion, 
death or the payment of a 
special tax for non-Mus-

lims. Thousands fled, 
leaving behind homes 
and churches that were 
destroyed or comman-
deered by the extremists.

Iraq’s Christian pop-
ulation, which traces its 
history back to the earli-
est days of the faith, had 
already rapidly dwindled, 
from around 1.5 million 
before the 2003 US-led 
invasion that plunged the 
country into chaos to just 
a few hundred thousand 
today.

Francis hopes to de-
liver a message of hope, 
one underscored by the 
historic nature of the 
visit and the fact that it 
is his first international 
trip since the start of the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Public health experts 
had expressed concerns 
before the trip that large 
gatherings could serve as 
“super-spreader” events 
for the coronavirus in a 
country suffering from 
a worsening outbreak 
where few have been 
vaccinated.

The Vatican has said 
it is taking precautions, in-
cluding holding the mass 
outdoors in a stadium that 
will only be partially filled. 
But throughout the vis-
it, crowds have gathered 
in close proximity, with 
many people not wear-
ing masks. The pope and 
members of his delegation 
have been vaccinated but 
most Iraqis have not.

China posts record exports as global 
demand recovers from COVID

Beijing, 07 Mar [alJa-
zeera]: China’s export 
growth jumped to the 
highest level in more 
than two decades, offi-
cial data showed, with 
imports also surging in a 
sharp bounce back from 
the coronavirus outbreak 
that had brought activity 
to a near halt.

Exports surged 60.6 
percent over a year earli-
er in the first two months 
of 2021, after factories 
reopened and global de-
mand started to recover 
from the coronavirus 
pandemic, customs data 
showed on Sunday. Ex-
ports rose to $468.9bn, 
accelerating from De-
cember’s 18.1 percent 
gain and nearly double 
the growth expected by 
forecasters.

Electronics and tex-
tile exports such as 
masks contributed to the 
spike in outbound ship-
ments, as demand for 
work-from-home sup-
plies and protective gear 
against the virus out-
break soared during the 
pandemic.

Imports jumped 22.2 
percent to $365.6bn, up 
from December’s 6.5 per-
cent increase.

Chinese authorities 
combine trade data for 
the first two months to 
compensate for fluctu-
ations due to the Lunar 
New Year holiday, which 

falls at different times 
each year in January 
or February. Factories 
shut down for up to two 
weeks, then restock after 
they reopen.

Exporters benefitted 
from the relatively ear-
ly reopening of China’s 
economy after the ruling 
Communist Party de-
clared victory over the 
disease last March while 
foreign competitors still 
face anti-virus controls.

Forecasters say the 
Chinese export surge 
should decelerate as de-
mand for masks and oth-
er medical supplies eases 
and overseas competi-
tors return to global mar-
kets. Trade officials have 
warned that the global 
situation still is “grave 
and complex”.

Exports to the Unit-
ed States soared 87.3 
percent over last year 
to $80.5bn in January 
and February, despite 
former President Don-
ald Trump’s tariff hikes 
imposed in a fight over 
trade, technology and 
security. They have been 
left in place by his suc-
cessor, Joe Biden, who 
took office in January.

Economists and polit-
ical analysts expect few 
changes under Biden due 
to widespread frustra-
tion in Washington with 
China’s trade and human 
rights records, and com-
plaints about technology 
theft and spying.

On Friday, China’s 
top economic official, 
Premier Li Keqiang, an-
nounced plans to acceler-

ate technology develop-
ment and reduce reliance 
on other countries.

That threatens to 
worsen tensions with 
Washington and Europe, 
which complain Beijing 
violates its market-open-
ing pledges by shielding 
its suppliers from com-
petition.

DEMAND REBOUNDS
The latest trade fig-

ures look especially dra-
matic compared with 
early 2020, when the 
ruling party shut facto-
ries to fight the virus and 
trade plunged.

Then, global exports 
tumbled 17.2 percent in 
2020’s first two months 
from the previous 
year. Exports to the US 
plunged 27.7 percent.

Li announced an 

economic growth target 
of “over 6 percent” this 
year, which should help 
to propel demand for 
foreign oil, iron ore, food, 
consumer goods and oth-
er imports.

Beijing promised 
to buy more American 
soybeans, natural gas 
and other exports in the 
“phase one” agreement 
last January aimed at 
ending the tariff war. The 
two sides agreed to post-
pone more tariff hikes, 
but penalties on billions 
of dollars of each other’s 
goods remain.

China fell behind on 
meeting those commit-
ments but started to 
catch up as demand re-
bounded.

This year, China’s 
global trade surplus for 
January and February 
was $103.3bn, compared 
with a $7.1bn deficit in 
the same period last year.

Imports of US goods 
rose 66.4 percent to 
$29.3bn. China’s trade 
surplus with the US nar-
rowed by 17.7 percent 
from the same time last 
year to $20.9bn.

E x p o r t s  t o  t h e 
2 7 - n a t i o n  E u ro p e -
a n  U n i o n  ro s e  6 2 . 6 
p e rc e n t  ove r  J a n u -
a r y  and February last 
year to $73.7 bn. Im-
ports of European goods 
gained 32.5 percent to 
$45.9bn.

Leak reveals UK Foreign Office 
discussing aid cuts of more than 50%

PATRICK WINTOUR
London, 07 Mar 
[theGuardian]: Some 
of the poorest and most 
conflict-ridden countries 
in the world will have 
their UK aid programmes 
cut by more than half, 
according to a leaked re-
port of discussions held 
in the last three weeks 
among Foreign Office of-
ficials.

The cuts include 
slashing the aid pro-
gramme to Somalia by 
60% and to South Sudan 
by 59%. The planned cut 
for Syria is reported at 
67% and for Libya it is 
63%. Nigeria’s aid pro-
gramme would be cut by 
58%.

The bare percentag-
es include cuts of 50% 
in the west Balkans, and 
60% in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo. 
UK funding in the Sahel 
is listed as falling from 
£340m to £23m.

The numbers, marked 
“official sensitive”, 
passed to the investiga-
tive website openDemo-
cracy, are the first wider 
glimpse of the scale of aid 
cuts being contemplated 
after ministers’ decision 
to cut aid spending this 
year from the legal target 
of 0.7% of gross national 
income to 0.5%. The UK 
aid programme over two 
years is being cut from 
£15bn to £10bn.

The Foreign Office 
would not comment on 
the figures but said the 
“seismic impact of the 
pandemic on the UK 
economy has forced us 
to take tough decisions, 
including temporarily 
reducing the amount we 
spend on aid”.

It added: “We are still 
working through what 
this means for individual 
programmes and deci-
sions have not yet been 
made.”

The scale of the cuts 
to individual aid pro-
grammes seems plausi-
ble after the government 
this week announced it 
was reducing aid to war-
torn and famine-threat-
ened Yemen by 59%. The 
UK contribution to what 
is probably the UK’s most 
high-profile aid pro-
gramme is being reduced 
to “at least” £87m this 
year, down from £164m 
pledged last year.

The UN secretary 
general, António Gu-
terres, described the 

overall cut in the UN’s aid 
programme this year as 
“a death sentence”.

UK ministers say the 
UK contribution is a floor, 
and not a ceiling, and 
more than £1bn has been 
given to Yemen since 
the civil war started five 
years ago.

The cut for Yemen 
discussed at the Foreign 
Office official meetings 
was 45% lower than that 
eventually announced.

According to the 
leaked document, the 
cut for Yemen discussed 
at the recent Foreign Of-
fice official meetings was 
45%, lower than eventu-
ally announced.

Ministers have been 
making strenuous efforts 
not to give details of the 
practical impact of the 
cuts being contemplat-
ed by ambassadors and 
head office officials.

The full scale of the 
cuts for 2021-22 by coun-
try would not normally 
be published by until 
autumn 2022. The For-
eign Office has rejected 
all freedom of informa-
tion requests regarding 
the cuts in 2020-21, but 
the former international 
development secretary 
Andrew Mitchell this 
week told MPs the cuts in 
Yemen were “harbingers 
of terrible cuts to come”.

Mitchell is organising 
a backbench rebellion 
but ministers are seeking 
to avoid a Commons vote.

He said: “The foreign 
secretary assured parlia-
ment that he would protect 
seven strategic priorities 
from cuts, including hu-
manitarian relief. He also 
told the select committee he 
would reply to the former 
solicitor general’s determi-
nation that cuts would be 
unlawful without a change 
to legislation. Nothing like 
what is being suggested 
here should be consid-
ered until parliament has 
given its express consent, 
which I rather doubt will 
be forthcoming.”

James Wani, Christian 
Aid’s country director in 
South Sudan, said: “Cuts 
on the scale being re-
ported couldn’t come at 
a worse time for a coun-
try in crisis. The peace 
talks are at an extremely 
delicate stage, and FCDO 
funding has been crucial 
to Christian Aid’s work 
with local churches – as 
one of the most trusted in-
stitutions – in ending the 

conflict.
“Without funding for 

peacebuilding, the talks 
risk failure. And without 
peace, development and 
humanitarian work can’t 
succeed. People in South 
Sudan cannot afford for 
that to happen.”

At prime minister’s 
questions on Wednesday, 
Boris Johnson challenged 
Keir Starmer’s priorities 
when the Labour leader 
used all six of his ques-
tions to urge the Foreign 
Office to rethink its aid 
cuts.

Ministers are confi-
dent that aid cuts during 
the Covid crisis are sup-
ported by a public that 
wants to see belt-tighten-
ing across the board, but 
the popularity of the cuts, 
and the damage to the UK 
image abroad, may change 
once the practical impact 
becomes clear.

Four previous prime 
ministers – Tony Blair, 
Gordon Brown, David 
Cameron and Theresa 
May – have urged Johnson 
to consider the damage 
to the standing of the UK 
when no other G7 coun-
try is cutting its aid pro-
gramme in this way.

Lady Sugg, a political 
ally of Cameron, quit as a 
Foreign Office minister in 
protest.

David Miliband, the 
president of the Interna-
tional Rescue Committee 
and a former Foreign Of-
fice minister, condemned 
the UK government’s de-
cision, saying: “The phrase 
‘global Britain’ rings hol-
low. As the UK prepares to 
host the G7, the reduction 
of assistance to Yemen is a 
stark warning of what is to 
come as the government 
delivers on widespread 
cuts across the entire UK 
aid portfolio. “Make no 
mistake, as the UK aban-
dons its commitment to 
0.7%, it is simultaneously 
undermining its global 
reputation.” Meanwhile, 
more than 100 UK chari-
ties have condemned the 
government’s decision to 
cut aid to Yemen.

The UK has pledged 
at least £87min aid, down 
from £160m in 2020 and 
£200m in 2019.

In a letter to Boris 
Johnson, they say the 
government has made a 
“misjudgment” by think-
ing the public is happy to 
turn away from countries 
affected by poverty, war 
and disease.

Refugee rescuers charged in Italy with complicity in people smuggling
LORENZO TONDO
Palermo, 07 Mar 
[theGuardian]: After 
an investigation lasting 
almost four years, Italian 
prosecutors have charged 
dozens of rescuers, from 
charities including Save 
the Children and Mé-
decins Sans Frontières, 
who were accused of col-
laborating with people 
smugglers after saving 

thousands of people from 
drowning in the Mediter-
ranean.

Investigators in Trapa-
ni, Sicily, formally closed 
the inquiry on Monday 
and charged more than 
20 people, including boat 
captains, heads of mission 
and legal representatives, 
with crimes carrying sen-
tences of up to 20 years.

As reported by La Re-

pubblica, at least three 
rescue boats are at the 
centre of the charges: Iu-
venta, a former fishing 
vessel run by the German 
NGO Jugend Rettet, Vos 
Hestia, operated by Save 
the Children, and Vos Pru-
dence, run by MSF.

Prosecutors claim res-
cuers arranged a direct 
handover of the refugees 
and migrants from smug-

glers’ boats, returning the 
boats to be reused.

The Iuventa crew, MSF 
and Save the Children 
deny all the accusations.

“Saving lives is never a 
crime,” Francesca Cancel-
laro, lawyer for the Iuven-
ta crew, told the Guardian. 
“We will prove that all the 
operations of the Iuventa 
crew were absolutely law-
ful. While the EU turned 

away from the Mediter-
ranean, transforming it 
into a mass grave for Eu-
rope’s undesirables, the 
crew of the Iuventa head-
ed to sea as volunteers, 
in order to protect the 
fundamental rights to 
life and to seek asylum, 
as required by interna-
tional law and even more 
importantly, human soli-
darity.”
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'A symbolic moment': Harry and Meghan's 
Oprah interview marks turning point

EDWARD HELMORE
New York, 07 Mar [theGuardian]: It 
may be an American coronation of sorts.
When Oprah Winfrey’s highly anticipat-
ed and potentially explosive interview 
with the Duke and Duchess of Sussex 
airs in its primetime spot on Sunday 
evening, millions across the US are ex-
pected to watch. It will be the couple’s 
first interview since since 
stepping back from their 
royal duties in early 2020, 
but it could also mark the 
moment that the Sussexes 
evolve from British royalty 
to Hollywood elite.

“Having a big interview 
with these royals, or ex-roy-
als, and having it done by 
Oprah Winfrey, begs the 
question – as it always does 
– who is the bigger star 
here, the interviewer or the 
interviewees?” said Rob-
ert Thompson, a professor 
of TV and film at the New-
house School at Syracuse 
University.

While Meghan already had a suc-
cessful career as an actor and was well 
known in the US before her marriage to 
Harry, since their move to the States last 
year the couple have dominated drug-
store magazines and online gossip sites, 
all obsessed with tracking their lives 
in California as well as every twist and 
turn of their rifts with the royal family, 
which appeared to deepen even further 
this week.

While some in the UK have been con-
cerned over the timing of the interview, 
as Prince Philip remains in hospital, 
commentators in the US have mainly fo-
cused on the claims that the palace ap-
peared to be attempting a “smear” cam-
paign prior to it airing, and the further 
revelations that could be in store.

“You’ve said some pretty shocking 
things here,” Winfrey says to the pair in 
one teaser clip from the two-hour inter-
view released this week.

“How do you feel about the palace 
hearing you speak your truth today?” 
Winfrey asks Meghan at the start of an-
other. “I don’t know how they could ex-
pect that after all of this time, we would 
still just be silent,” Meghan responds.

Having secured lucrative deals with 
Netflix and Spotify that will finance 
their new independent lives, the couple 

have been speaking out on a range of 
hot-button issues in the US, from racism 
and police brutality following the killing 
of George Floyd to voting rights.

A January cover story in People mag-
azine credited the “progressive” couple 
with having “changed the royal family 
forever” and continuing to “shake up the 
monarchy” while settling into their Cali-

fornia lives with their young son, Archie.
In the interview, Britain, as well as 

the couple, will be under the micro-
scope. Winfrey is expected to question 
the pair on the racism Meghan faced 
while living in the UK, how the couple 
felt “hounded” by the British tabloid 
press, and the role these played in their 
decision to move stateside.

“I know that many women of color 
have been fairly horrified by the un-
dercurrents of racism and classism that 
have defined much of the coverage of 
Meghan Markle, particularly in the Brit-
ish press,” said Keli Goff, a US columnist.

Maiysha Kai, managing editor of the 
Glow Up and co-host of The Root Pres-
ents: It’s Lit, said the couple had been 
strategic in their choice of interviewer.

“I don’t think their divestment from 
daily obligations of being royal means 
they’re going to drop some big betray-
al but I do think there’s an opportunity 
here to clear the record a bit on what the 
world came to know as ‘Megxit’, a term 
we’ve all used but is implicitly racist,” 
she said.

“Meghan’s color should have been 
irrelevant to the issue, but then we 
saw that despite the endorsement 
of the marriage by the royal family, 
we saw a backlash from some in the 

media and the public.”
Winfrey has played a prominent 

role the couple’s life in the US, initially 
helping them to find a temporary home 
(the Beverly Hills estate of her friend 
Tyler Perry, the film producer). Now, the 
Sussexes and Winfrey are neighbors in 
a seaside Santa Barbara county enclave, 
home to a slew of Hollywood heavy-

weights, and they even ex-
changed Christmas presents.

To complete what Thomp-
son called “a ritualistic transi-
tion”, the couple will “confront 
stepping into the new terri-
tory and stepping out of the 
old”. And it’s Winfrey, as she 
has for decades with count-
less others, who will be a cer-
emonial guide, and is expect-
ed to bring her loyal audience 
of millions to watch.

“A primetime Oprah inter-
view maybe one of the really 
symbolic moments of arrival 
because Oprah is, and always 
was, always about reinven-
tion,” Thompson added.

Though a recent Morning Consult 
poll found that the Queen remains the 
favorite royal among Americans, with 
Kate, Duchess of Cambridge, second, 
Harry and Meghan rank highly, com-
ing third and fourth respectively. But 
whether they will draw audiences to 
rival those of the Netflix drama The 
Crown (seen by 78 million households 
worldwide, according to the streaming 
service) remains to be seen.

Buckingham Palace announced last 
month that Harry and Meghan would not 
be returning as working members of the 
royal family following their 12-month 
trial separation. The statement meant 
the couple, and their son Archie, would 
formally – and finally – step away from 
royal duties.

Mark Borkowski, a British brand 
expert, believes this formalized break 
could give the couple the freedom they 
need to complete their re-invention 
or rebranding in more contemporary 
terms.

“The point is, they are on a journey 
and much depends on what momen-
tum they get around them,” Borkowski 
says. “This is about where she could 
be in 15 or 20 years time. Could she 
have a shot at the presidency? I think 
she probably could.”

Priyanka Chopra launches Indian restaurant 
in New York, performs ‘puja’ with Nick Jonas

Actor Priyanka Chopra is making sure she 
not only brings Indian stories and story-

tellers to the west, but also give it a taste of 
her roots, literally. The White Tiger star on 
Saturday announced she is opening a restau-
rant, Sona, in New York that will serve Indian 
cuisines. Priyanka wrote an Instagram post, 
making the announcement, and shared that 
Sona will embody “the flavours that she has 
grown up with”.

“I’m thrilled to present to you SONA, a new 
restaurant in NYC that I poured my love for In-
dian food into. SONA is the very embodi-
ment of timeless India and the flavours 
I grew up with. The kitchen is helmed 
by the incredible Chef @harinayak, a 
masterful talent, who has created the most 
delicious and inno vative menu, taking you on a food journey through my amazing country, ” Priyanka wrote.

The actor informed the fans that the restaurant will open later this month. She accompanied the post with three 
pictures, one of the restaurant and two from the small prayer ceremony she and her family, including husband Nick 
Jonas, performed in 2019 before beginning work on the food joint.

Steven Spielberg, Duffer Brothers 
team up for The Talisman adaptation
Veteran filmmaker Ste-

ven Spielberg is col-
laborating with Stranger 
Things creators Matt and 
Ross Duffer for an upcom-
ing adaptation of celebrate 
author Stephen King’s The 
Talisman.

The book, which was 
penned by King and Pe-
ter Straub in 1984, will 
be turned into a series for 
streamer Netflix, according 
to The Hollywood Reporter. 
The Duffer brothers, whose 
smash hit Netflix show Stranger Things has 
been heavily inspired by King’s work, will ex-
ecutive produce the series.

Netflix will produce the project in 
association with Spielberg’s Amblin 
Television and Paramount Television 
Studios. Curtis Gwinn, who worked as 
a writer-exec producer on Stranger 
Things, will serve as writer and show-
runner of the show.

The Talisman tells the story of Jack Saw-
yer, a 12-year old boy who sets off on an epic 

road-trip quest to save the life of his dying 
mother. He is in search of the Talisman, a 
powerful relic that can not only heal his moth-
er but, as he learns, save the world. Sawyer’s 
journey criss-crosses two realities: the Amer-
ica we know and its dangerous, fantasy-world 
twin, The Territories.

Matt and Ross Duffer will executive pro-
duce via their Monkey Massacre Productions, 
along with Spielberg, Darryl Frank and Justin 
Falvey for Amblin TV. King also would serve 
as an executive producer, along with Para-
mount Television.

Aries:
The Universe gives us not what we want, but 
what we need. Food for thought, Aries. You 
may feel like your heart is falling apart. Truth 
is, she’s coming together, becoming stronger 
and more resilient with each breath you take. 
Let this breakdown be a breakthrough in your 
journey, one that teaches you the importance 
of self-love and takes you closer to the light. 
Remember, the present is where the magic is 
at. Release the bonds of a life long gone by.
Taurus:
This is a period of transition for you, Taurus. 
Your cheat code to survival: accept that you are 
being guided by a higher power. A seed germi-
nates only when it is pushed deep under the 
ground. The phoenix rises from its own ashes. 
In the same way, this destruction is paving the 
way for your rebirth. Embrace the change.
 Gemini:
Often, we tend to be our own worst enemies. If 
you’re feeling stuck and at the mercy of your 
circumstances, you are the reason for it. But 
this conversation isn’t about beating yourself 
on what happened. It’s about learning from 

your past mistakes and reclaiming the reins. 
Make an empowered decision to change the 
course of your life.
Cancer:
Patience is the virtue of the wise, Cancer, one 
that’s being bestowed upon you today. The 
Universe is asking you to hit pause so that 
you can reflect on how far you have come 
and where you have to go from here. Keep-
ing account of your progress will motivate you 
further. Trust your instincts when it comes to 
business matters. If you are unsure of yourself, 
take your time to figure things out.
Tip: Reflect before taking any action.
Leo:
Having the right people walking by your side 
promises to be your biggest asset, both person-
ally and professionally. Curate a circle that in-
spires you and supports your growth. Leo, this 
is the week to make magick with your good 
vibes tribe. Dissatisfied with your current work 
environment? Be a harbinger of change. When 
you vibrate at the frequency of love, so will 
those who interact with you. Some of you may 
be thinking about starting a venture with a sib-
ling or an old friend. If you feel like there is 

mutual understanding between the two of you, 
the answer is yes.
Virgo:
There are endless forces working in your fa-
vour, Virgo. All you have to do is keep faith. 
The wheel is on the verge of completing its 
current cycle and starting a brand new one. In 
other words, all the work that was stuck will 
now move towards the finish line in fast for-
ward. This is also a period of rewards, as the 
hard work you have put in is bearing fruit. Re-
view your progress and set intentions for the 
next cycle today.
Libra:
If you constantly think about a yellow car, you 
are bound to notice only yellow cars. Similar-
ly, if you only think about what you don’t have, 
you will only see things that support this belief. 
It’s time to change your perception drastical-
ly. An Abraham Hicks’ favourite to help you 
make space for the good things to pour in: 
Scorpio:
It’s a good thing to be this invested in what you 
are creating. However, if you want to get ahead 
in the game, you’re going to have to adopt a 

level-headed approach. Know when to keep 
your emotions out of the workspace, Scor-
pio. For some of you, this may be a time of 
syncing forces with a loved one. Be cognisant 
of the wisdom they have to share. You don’t 
have to apply all of it to your business, just the 
bits that resonate.
Sagittarius:
An array of opportunities are being offered 
to you, ones that resonate with you on a deep 
level. The key to moving forward with grace: 
finding a balance between the head and the 
heart. The best decisions are made when you 
are in a neutral space. Some of you may also 
have the opportunity to sync forces with some-
body who shares your vision, and is just as in-
vested in the project. Be receptive to what they 
have to say and apply the bits that will help 
grow your business.
Capricorn:
If you wake up to tidings that have you grin-
ning from ear to ear, you have your stars to 
blame. That and the work you have consis-
tently been putting in to move the energy and 
clear the blocks. This week also brings with 

itself the opportunity to work with your good 
vibe tribe. People who support your vision and 
want to see the project flourish. Your task in 
the days to come:
Aquarius:
Our perception colours our reality. If your 
world is rife with disappointment, there’s a 
good chance you’re choosing to look at the cup 
as half empty. What you want to do instead: 
weigh the blessings. This will help you realise 
that you are living a charmed life. As for your 
personal relationships, remember that there’s 
little you can do to change people or influence 
their thought patterns. 
Pisces:
The situation you have found yourself in is not 
an easy one. Only you can answer the ques-
tion ‘which way to go from here?’ To simplify 
the process, make a list of pros and cons and 
then throw the sheet away so you can listen to 
your heart. This is the key to moving forward 
with dignity and grace. Remember, you are not 
harming anybody in the bargain. You are sim-
ply choosing yourself. Release the guilt.


