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JENNIFER GARNER HAS THE PERFECT 
RESPONSE AFTER BEING CALLED A 

‘MOVIE STAR WHO MAKES NO MOVIES’
pg 08

YES, IT COULD BE WORSE, BUT 
IT’S BAD ON ITS OWN AS WELL

04

KENAN THOMPSON RECALLS LEAVING 
‘SNL’ STAGE DURING KANYE’S 

‘EXTREMELY UNCOMFORTABLE’ RANT
pg 08

BJP Sikkim lashes out against SACAA
“Not in alliance with SKM at present”

SAGAR CHETTRI
Gangtok 21 Dec: 

Bharatiya Janata Party 
Sikkim Pradesh today 

lashed out against differ-
ent political parties and 
organisations for pro-
testing against the Citi-
zenship (Amendment) 
Act [CAA], 2019 and Na-
tional Register of Citizens 
[NRC]. The BJP state-unit 
alleged that political par-
ties and organisations 
are protesting on the 
direction of leftists and 
some businessmen.

Responding to media 
queries, BJP Sikkim also 
said that it has lost faith 
in the Sikkim government 
and the Chief Minister. The 
party reiterated that BJP’s 
alliance with Sikkim Kran-
tikari Morcha was just for 
the by-poll and there is no 
alliance between them at 
present.

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 
BJP leader Padam Chettri 
said that the Act has been 
made in the interest of the 
country. He challenged 
these political parties 
and organisations to raise 
their voice against 31,000 
fake Sikkim Subject and 
Residential Certificate 

holders if they were really 
thinking about the inter-
est of Sikkim. 

It may be mentioned 
that a host of political 
parties and organiza-
tions came together to 
form Sikkim Against CAA 
on Friday.

BJP East District pres-
ident, Bhanu Bhakta Da-

hal alleged that these po-
litical leaders have been 
trying to create an envi-
ronment of fear among 
the people of Sikkim by 
using Article 317F for 
their political benefits.  
Article 371F has fully 
protected the old laws of 
Sikkim, he stated.

He further stated that 

CAA and NRC are two dif-
ferent things but some 
elements are trying to 
confuse the people. 

On the Inner Line Per-
mit demand, Mr Chettri 
said that BJP was always 
in favour of ILP and if the 
State government wants 
then BJP would support 
ILP in Sikkim.

Pempa Tamang’s ‘Vichar 
Ani Vivechana’ released SKM celebrates 10th anniv of Rolu Picnic with 

commitment to complete the process of change
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 21 Dec:

SKM president, Chief Min-
ister PS Tamang [Golay], 

today called on the people to 
continue supporting his party 
as it begins bringing about a 
system change in Sikkim af-
ter it effected a regime change 
powered by the support of the 
people.

Mr Tamang was speaking 
at the 10th anniversary of Rolu 
Picnic celebration near Jore-
thang today. This, one may add, 
is the first Rolu Picnic event 
of the Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha since it formed the gov-
ernment in Sikkim. This was 
always expected to be a grand 
event given that it at Rolu Pic-
nic eleven years ago that the 
team and ideology which co-
alesced a few years later in 

SKM was first nveiled.
The event today lived up 

to its  billing as people turned 
up in the thousands to mark 
the anniversary of the day - 21 
Dec, 2009 - when Mr Tamang, 

at that time still an SDF MLA 
had publicly denounced the 
party and its government.

SKM, even though it was 
formed a few years later, 
still sees its “movement” as 

being ten years old because 
it holds up the Rolu Picnic of 
2009 as the birth of SKM’s 
“kranti.”

Take a strong stand, Mr 
Tamang today announced that 

even though his government 
was committed to taking ev-
eryone along, it would not ac-
comodate those responsible 
for the harassment that SKM 
supporters suffered through 
the years since the first Rolu 
Picnic.

He also warned that no one 
should even try and bring such 
people into the SKM fold.

The celebration was also 
addressed by Jacob Khaling, 
the political secretary to the 
Chief Minister, who delved on 
the significance of the day for 
SKM and its supporters and by 
the party’s senior vice-presi-
dent, Bhojraj Rai, who reiter-
ated that the process of change 
heralded by SKM was still not 
complete - the regime change 
needs to be followed by system 
change, he said.

AASU accuses Modi, Shah and 
Sonowal of misleading people

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 21 Dec: 

A collection of literary 
critical writings, ‘Vi-

char Ani Vivechana,’ by 
Pempa Tamang was re-
leased here at Rachna 
Books on Saturday. 

The book was jointly 
released by litterateurs 
Man Prasad Subba, KN 
Sharma, Rudra Poudyal, 
CP Giri, Kiran Rasaily 
and Pradyuman Shres-
tha during a special 
function organised by 
Chiya Kavita. This is the 
fourth book by Mr Ta-
mang.

In his short address, 

poet Man Prasad Subba 
commented that not too 
many have attempted 
critical writing and ap-
preciated Pempa Tamang 
for taking critical writing 
ahead. On the occasion, 
Prof TB Chettri spoke 
about the book.

Speaking about 
his book, Mr Tamang 
shared that the book 
features writings pre-
pared on different sit-
uations and incidents 
after the year 2005. 

On the occasion, 
Bhim Rawat, Ram Firkey 
and Matrika Sharma re-
cited their poems.

Guwahati, Dec 21 
(PTI): All Assam Stu-
dents Union(AASU) Sat-
urday accused Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah and Chief 
Minister Sarbananda 
Sonowal of misleading 
people that their iden-
tity, language and land 
are secure though Ban-
gladeshis are being set-
tled here through the 
contentious legislation.

AASU chief advisor 
Samujjal Bhattacharya 
speaking at an anti-CAA 
women’s rally here 
claimed that the three 
leaders are misleading 
the people of Assam 
“with their unique for-
mula of assuring to pro-
tect the indigenous peo-
ple and at the same time 
bring in Bangladeshis 
here through the CAA”.

“We don’t under-
stand their (BJP’s) pe-
culiar formula. On the 
one hand they say the 
language, identity and 
land of the Assamese 
people are secure, on 

the other hand they will 
bring in Bangladeshis 
here through the CAA 
threatening the very 
existence of the indig-
enous people”, he said.

AASU president Di-
panka Kumar Nath said 
the Modi government 
is misleading and cre-
ating confusion among 
the people to keep 
those Bangladeshis 
who entered the state 
till December 2014 us-
ing the CAA when the 
Assam Accord of 1985 
said that all those who 
came in after Bangla-
desh independence on 
March 26, 1971 will 
have to leave.

“Through the As-
sam Accord we have 
on behalf of the coun-
try already taken the 
burden of illegal for-
eigners on our small 
state. Because of CAA 
now, we cannot take 
the additional burden 
till December 2014”, he 
added.

“We have given the 
illegal migrants all fa-

cilities in Assam so far, 
but we cannot allow 
them to contest elec-
tions in our state,” he 
said.

Bhattacharya re-
ferred to Sonowal 
claiming that only a 
negligible number of 
refugees from Ban-
gladesh in Assam will 
be benefited by the 
amended Citizenship 
Act and said, “If the 
number is negligible 
then let him (Sonow-
al) tell Modi and Shah 
to take them from As-
sam and settle them in 
Gujarat. Being a small 
number, those people 
can be taken in one 
train only from Guwa-
hati railway station”.

On the different 
number of illegal Ban-
gladeshis here and 
in the country pro-
vided by the govern-
ment, he said Assam 
Finance Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma’s 
figure is five lakh in 
Assam, when former 
Union Home Minister 

Indrajit Gupta had in-
formed Parliament in 
2004 that one crore 
migrants were in the 
country. The union min-
ister of state for home 
Jaiprakash Jaiswal had 
said the figure was 1.2 
crore.

AASU general secre-
tary Luringjyoti Gogoi 
addressing the rally 
claimed that the Modi 
government has brought 
the Citizenship Amend-
ment Act with a “commu-
nal agenda”.

“The Act is disastrous 
as the settlement of large 
number of Bangladesh-
is in Assam will change 
the demographic pattern 
here affecting the exis-
tence of Assamese peo-
ple, besides wiping out 
our Assamese language 
with Bengali.

The Bangladeshis will 
encroach our land, take 
away our jobs and politi-
cal right,” he said, adding 
“We will not accept even 
one more Bangladeshi - 
either Hindu or Muslim 
in Assam”.

Delhi HC asks RIL, BG to 
disclose assets on Centre plea

New Delhi, Dec 21 
(PTI): The Delhi High 
Court has asked Reliance 
Industries (RIL) and Brit-
ish Gas (BG) to disclose 
their assets on the central 
government’s plea for di-
rections to both compa-
nies not to dispose of their 
assets.

The government has 
sought to restrain the two 
companies from disposing 
of their assets as they have 
allegedly failed to pay it 
USD 3,856,734,582 as per 
an arbitral award in favour 
of the Centre in relation to 
the Panna-Mukta and Tap-
ti (PMT) production-shar-
ing contracts.

Justice JR Midha has di-
rected the two companies 
to file an affidavit of their 

assets in accordance with 
the new format of form 
16A under the Civil Proce-
dure Code (CPC) that the 
high court has drafted in a 
recent judgement. Earlier 
on November 22, the high 
court had directed the two 
companies to file their af-
fidavits of assets in form 
16A of CPC and had listed 
the matter for compliance 
on December 20.

On December 20, the 
court directed the com-
panies to file the affidavits 
according to the new for-
mat of form 16A.

The direction had 
come on the government’s 
application to restrain the 
two companies from dis-
posing of their assets.

The application was 

filed in a petition moved 
by the government for 
execution of the arbitral 
award in its favour.

The Centre in its ap-
plication, moved through 
central government stand-
ing counsel Anurag Ahlu-
walia, has alleged that RIL 
is under a huge group debt 
and it was in the process 
of selling or transferring 
or alienating its assets 
and creating third-party 
interest in the movable 
and immovable proper-
ties to cover its liabilities.

It has said in the ap-
plication that if RIL liq-
uidates its assets and 
properties, there would 
be nothing left for the 
government to execute 
the arbitral award.

Jaypee loses 1,000 hectare 
land that has F1 Circuit

Noida, Dec 21 (PTI): 
The Yamuna Expressway 
Authority on Saturday 
cancelled the allotment 
of 1,000 hectares of land 
to Jaypee group on which 
India’s only Formula One 
motor racing circuit is 
built in Greater Noida 
over non-payment of 
dues, officials said.

The decision was taken 
by the Yamuna Expressway 
Industrial Development 
Authority (YEIDA) during 
its 66th Board meeting.

“A thousand hectare 
land was allotted to Jay-
pee Sports Limited, an af-
filiate of Jaypee group, in 
YEIDA’s special economic 
zone. Jaypee Sports Lim-
ited has been defaulting 
on payments to YEIDA 
and not completing proj-
ects promised to buy-
ers,” YEIDA CEO Arunvir 

Singh said.
The embattled busi-

ness group defaulted on 
payments of over Rs 500 
crore, he added.

The Jaypee group had 
sub-leased plots to 11 
builders on the allocated 
land and separately had 
taken around Rs 2,000 
crore from homebuyers 
in 10 projects but not de-
livered it, he said.

“So, in light of the vi-
olation of lease deeds, it 
was decided during the 
board meeting that the 
land allotment be can-
celled,” Singh said.

However, the au-
thority said modalities 
are being worked out to 
safeguard the interests of 
third parties and home-
buyers who had invested 
in projects on this land 
parcel.

PM Modi reviews ministries’ 
performance in last 6 months

New Delhi, Dec 21 
(PTI): Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Sat-
urday asked ministers 
and bureaucrats to for-
mulate various sectoral 
policies, including those 
of infrastructure and ag-
riculture, of international 
standards.

Prime Minister Modi 
gave the direction during 
a meeting which he held 
to take stock of the prog-
ress made in the infra-
structure, agriculture and 
rural development sectors 
in last six months after he 
returned to power for the 
second consecutive term.

In a marathon meet-
ing of the Council of min-
isters that lasted nearly 
nine hours, Modi said 
while a lot of hard work 
has been put in, more can 
be achieved by taking 
inputs from experts and 
stakeholders, including 
people.

While in the fore-
noon, Modi reviewed the 
progress of rural devel-
opment and agriculture, 
in the afternoon, the 
focus was on infrastruc-
ture sector with various 

committees of secretar-
ies making detailed pre-
sentations to the Council 
of ministers on the three 
sectors.

The presentation on 
the social sector would 
be held next week, sourc-
es in the government 
said.

The meeting came 
amid protests in various 
cities against the amend-
ed citizenship law and the 
proposed nation-wide 
National Register of Citi-
zens exercise. But it was 
not immediately known 
if these issues too came 
up for deliberation in the 
meeting.

The Council of minis-
ters usually meets after 
the Cabinet meeting every 
month. But this time, the 
meeting is being held in-
dependently. The regular 
weekly Cabinet meeting 
will be held on December 
24, the sources said.

In the past few weeks, 
the prime minister has 
reviewed during Cabinet 
meetings the progress 
made by various minis-
tries in implementing the 
government’s policies.
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