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8 accused of assaulting 
Arun Limboo arrested
summIt RepoRt
gangtok, 08 Jul:

Police have arrested 8 persons for allegedly assaulting one ArunLimbu and two 
others on 06 Jul at his house in Namphing [BermiokTokal] in south sikkim.

As per a press release from sikkim Police, the 8 persons who were ar-
rested are Tshering Bhutia, Zigmee Bhutia, Phurba Bhutia, DurgaChettri, 
BimalGurung, PradeepTamang, PhurbaTamang and L.B Basnett.

After MrLimbu filed an FIR, a police team from Temi 
Ps arrested the eight accused.They will be produced be-
fore the Court for further legal formalities on 09 July.

It may be mentioned that this case had gathered a lot of attention on social 
media with accusations that the accused belonged to the sikkim Krantikari-
Morcha party who were harassing those raising voices against the government.

dalai Lama condoles demise 
of virbhadra singh
dharamshala, Jul 8 (ptI): The Dalai Lama on Thursday con-
doled the death of veteran Congress leader Virbhadra singh.
singh, a six-time chief minister of the state, breathed his last 
at the Indira Gandhi Medical College (IGMC) in shimla at 
3.40 am on Thursday after prolonged illness. He was 87.

“Dedicating himself to the service of others, Virbhadra singh led a 
long and meaningful life.  I  admired the way he listened to people’s 
needs with deep affection and compassion. I  am personally grateful 
for the warm friendship he showed me over the many years we knew 
each other,” the Dalai Lama wrote to singh’s wife, Pratibha singh.

“Historically, there have long been close ties between the peo-
ple of the erstwhile princely state of Bushahr, to which ‘Raja 
sahib’ belonged, and their neighbours in western Tibet.

“Here in Himachal Pradesh, shriVirbhadra singh, our lon-
gest serving chief minister, will be sorely missed,” he added.

STNM performs first surgery 
to close holein heart
summIt RepoRt
gangtok, 08 Jul:

Dr. PaldenWangchuk Bhutia (DM Cardiology), Consultant Intervention-
al Cardiologist, New sTNM Hospital has successfully performed the 

first Atrial septal Defect Closure (Hole in the heart) surgery in sikkim. 
Atrial septal Defect commonly known as hole in the heart are birth 

defects and have serious implications and can cause premature death. 
Nowadays, a majority of such cases can be closed by transcathether 
closure using nickel titanium self expanding wire mesh occluders. 

The 27-year-old female patient had a 30 mm As De-
fect which was successfully closed using a 40 mm occluder. 

Until now patients were being referred out of state for these procedures.

govt relaxes tourist entry protocol
summIt RepoRt
gangtok, 08 Jul:

The state government has issued a press release today inform-
ing that tourist groups with only one person who has got both 

doses of COVID-19 vaccine will also be allowed entry into the 
state provided the others provide RT-PCR negative reports.

“In case of tourists entering sikkim, if one or more members of the 
same family have received double dose of COVID-19 vaccine, while oth-
ers have received only a single dose or they are accompanied by children 
below 18 years of age, such individuals shall also be allowed to enter with 
valid RT-PCR report conducted within 72 hours of arrival,” the release states.

The government further states that tourists who are partially vacci-
nated or not vaccinated shall not be permitted entry in the state.

While there is no clarification regarding this, this possibly refers to tour-
ists who are visiting the state alone and have not got both doses of vaccine.

On 04 July, the government had said that only tourists who have been 
administered both doses of vaccine will be allowed to enter sikkim.

BJp in sikkim to give better 
direction to its politics: chugh

summIt RepoRt
gAngtok, 08 JuL: 

BharatiyaJanata Party 
national general sec-

retary, TarunChughtoday 
said that BJP will contin-
uously work to fulfill the 
hope and aspirations of 
the people of sikkim and 
give better direction to 
politics in the state. 

The BJP national 
general secretary arrived 
in sikkim on Wednesday. 
He interacted with party 
functionaries, workers and 
members of different or-
ganisations here today. 

He said that BJP is very 
young in sikkim and it 
has just started working 
so it needs some time to 
strengthen its organisation 
in the state. 

Responding to media 

queries during a press meet 
this afternoon, MrChugh-
said that the BJP state unit 
and sKM are both new in 
alliance politics so differ-
ent issues raised would be 
sorted out gradually. He 
mentioned that the Central 
government has given top 
priority to the North East-

ern region to fulfill hopes 
and aspirations of the peo-
ple of the region. 

MrChugh mentioned 
that the Central govern-
ment led by Prime Min-
ister NarendraModi has 
been reaching out to the 
people with its poor-cen-
tric programmes, policies 

and welfare schemes. He 
added that the country 
has taken a big leap in 
development under the 
present government. 

The country has been 
witnessing its golden era 
under the Modi govern-
ment, stated MrChugh. 

On the recent reshuf-

fle in the Union Minis-
tries, he said that the PM 
has accommodated lead-
ers from all states, com-
munities and sections of 
the society in the cabinet 
in order to provide them 
an opportunity to con-
tribute to the develop-
ment of the country. 

Ad-hoc teachers meet cm, 
resolve re-interview issue 

sAgARchettRI
gangtok, 08 Jul: 

The protesting ad-hoc teach-
ers met the Chief Minister, 

Ps Tamang, today following 
which they said that the meeting 
was successful and they are hap-
py with the assurances given by 
the CM. They have decided to sit 
for the re-interview since they 
have been assured that they 
will not have to sit for interview 
again for the next 8 years.

It may be mentioned here 
that a section of 860 ad-hoc 
teachers who appeared and 
cleared their interview in Feb-
ruary 2020 and got their ap-
pointment letters for six months 
in October 2020 and then got 
three-month extension before 
their service ended on 30 June 
this year were demanding that 
the Education Department with-
draw the recent government cir-
cular on re-interview. They had 
also formed an association to 
take their demand effectively to 
the authorities. 

Addressing a press confer-
ence here today, a representa-

tive of the ad-hoc teachers, Rikz-
ingNorbu Bhutia mentioned 
that the CM gave a patient hear-
ing to different issues of ad-hoc 
teachers. He added that the 
meeting also discussed issues 
of some ad-hoc teachers who 
were in service but yet to fulfill 
National Council for Teacher 
Education [NCTE] norms,those 
who are currently pursuing B 
Ed, weightage to experience, etc.

The CM explained that once 

we clear the interview this year, 
we will not have to sit for anoth-
er interview for the next 8 years 
and would be subsequently reg-
ularized, he said. 

He mentioned that the CM 
also assured to arrange on-
line interview for some ad-hoc 
teachers who are in home iso-
lation after testing positive for 
COVID-19.

Likewise, another represen-
tative, YojanaRai thanked the 

CM, Education Minister, Chair-
man of Housing Development 
Board, sKM party’s students’ 
wing, Additional Chief secretary 
and others for their support and 
cooperation in the ad-hoc teach-
ers’ issue. 

However, she appealed to 
the department to publish the 
results of the interview and ap-
pointment order of the selected 
candidates at the earliest in the 
interest of the ad-hoc teachers. BJP gen secy and Sikkim 

in-charge meet CM
gAngtok, 08 JuL: The Bharatiya-
Janata Party’s national general sec-
retary,TarunChugh, accompanied 
by MP Loksabha from West Bengal, 
Dr sukantaMajumdar, who is also 
the BJP’s sikkim in-charge, called 
on Chief Minister Prem singh Ta-
mang at his official residencetoday.

During the courtesy call, the BJP 
gen secydiscussed various aspects 
related to the development of the 
state,“including matters associated 
with the cooperative endeavours 
of both sides,” a press communi-
qué from the CMO informs.

The meeting also decided to 
continue working in close cooperation 
under the guidelines of the Prime Min-

ister and dedicate more towards the 
welfare of the people of sikkim, the re-
lease adds.

sikkim breaches 200 mark on new cases after 
more than a week, loses one more life to covid

summIt RepoRt
gangtok, 08 Jul: 

The number of daily cases 
breached the 200-mark af-

ter eight days today with 222 
people testing positive for Nov-
el Coronavirus in the past 24 
hours. Over the same period one 
more Covid death was reported 
in state.

Although the number of new 
cases have not shown a big dip 
in sikkim yet, it had stayed be-
low the psychologically high 
mark of 200 for the past eight 
days. The last time this num-
ber was crossed was on 30 June 
when 220 cases were report-
ed. If 200 were to be taken as a 
yardstick, even the 30 June spike 
had come after a fortnight, with 
the numbers having stayed be-

low 200 since 15 June when 209 
cases were reported.

The highest single day Covid 
detections in the state was on 
28 May when 420 cases were 
reported. 

The second wave, count-
ed by this newspaper from 22 
April onwards, has given sik-
kim 14,636 new cases, the 77 
days that it has been among us 
accounting for 67% of the to-
tal cases reported in sikkim. 
The number of confirmed cas-
es reported in sikkim currently 
stands at 21,795.

As mentioned earlier, Covid 
claimed one more life in sikkim 
today, taking the Covid death 
toll here to 312. The state lost 
176 [56%] of these lives in the 
second wave alone.

Meanwhile, the 222 new 
cases were picked up from the 
testing of 1,076 samples, giving 
sikkim a daily positivity rate 
of 20.6%, a high positivity rate 
which the Union Health Minis-
try has also noticed and written 
to the Chief secretary here to 
take note of.

The was not much good 
news on the recovery front ei-
ther today with noticeably 
fewer people getting dis-
charged from isolation after 
making full recoveries. In 
the past 24 hours, 51 more 
people were discharged from 
home isolation, taking the num-
ber of recovered Covid patients 
to 19,082.

At present, there are 2,144 
active Covidcases in the state, 

of whom only 74 are with symp-
toms severe enough to require 
hospitalisation, 11 of them ad-
mitted today itself. Worryingly, 
there are six Covid patients ad-
mitted in ICU facilities of sTNM 
Hospital and Central Referral 
Hospital.

As per the Daily Report of 
COVID-19 in sikkim released by 
the Integrated Disease surveil-
lance Programme of the Health 
Department, 132 of the new 
cases were picked up from the 
RT-PCR testing of 773 samples, 
while 90 more tested positive 
in rapid antigen testing of 299 
samples. 

Of the 222 new cases, 79 
were registered in East District, 
85 in West District, 51 south Dis-
trict and 07 in North District. 
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SahakariBharati Sikkim thanks 
PM for Ministry of Cooperation

summIt RepoRt
gangtok, 08 Jul: 

sahakariBharati, sik-
kim unit, expressed 

gratitude to the Prime 
Minister for setting up 
a separate Ministry for 
Cooperation in the Coun-
try. The organization 
has stated that a sepa-
rate Ministry would help 
strengthen the cooper-
ative movement in the 
country. The state-unit 
has also congratulated 
Amit shah on being the 
first Minister to the Min-
istry of Cooperation. 

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 
sahakariBharati state 
president, MangaljitRai 
mentioned that saha-
kariBharati, sikkim, has 
been working for the last 
two years to strengthen 
the cooperative move-
ment in sikkim. He fur-
ther added that the state 
unit has been carrying 
out different activities 
to take the cooperative 

movement ahead in the 
state. 

He mentioned that 
the national body of sa-
hakariBharati had been 
pursuing the setting up 
of a separate Ministry for 
Cooperation for a long 
time. On the same, he in-
formed that the state unit 
had also drawn a resolu-
tion for the same in Feb-
ruary this year. 

“It is a matter of great 
happiness that the coun-
try now has a separate 
Ministry for Cooperation. 
We would like to thank 
the Prime Minister for 
it. We also congratulate 
Amit shah on being ap-
pointed the first Minister 
of Cooperation,” MrRai 
said. 

sahakariBharati state 
general secretary, LP 
Kafleysaid that a sepa-
rate Ministry for Coop-
eration has added a new 
dimension to the coop-
erative movement. He 
mentioned that there are 

more than 4000 coopera-
tive societies in the state 
and the state-unit of sa-
hakariBharati has been 
working to strength-
en the rural economy 
through the cooperative 
movement. 

“A separate Minis-
try would further help 
to take the coopera-
tive movement to new 
heights and to strength-
en the rural economy,” 
MrKafley said. 

MrKafley mentioned 
that cash incentives and 
subsidies provided by 
the state government 
have also been helping 
to strengthen the rural 
economy. He congratulat-
ed the state government 
for taking different ini-
tiatives to strengthen the 
rural economy through 
cooperative movement. 

The press conference 
was also addressed by 
state-unit organization 
secretary, GyalpoTa-
mang. 

mLA inspects on-going 
projects in soreng-chakung

soReng, 08 JuL [IpR]: 
soreng-ChakungMLA, 
AdityaGolay, todayvisit-
ed sites of on-going and 
upcoming projects in his 
constituency. 
He was accompanied 
by sDM- soreng, Pub-
lic Works Department- 
Chief Engineer, Addition-
al Chief Engineer and 
superintendent Engi-
neer along with RO/ AD- 
soreng, BDOs of soreng 
and Chumbung along 
with other department 
officials.

The MLA inspected 
the under-construction 
site of Engineering Com-
plex near Don Bosco 
school Guest House at 
Malbaseyand reviewed 
the progress. 

This was followed by 
a meeting at the Rural 
Development Depart-
ment premises at Cho-
tasamdung about the 
upcoming Model Resi-
dential school.

An in-depth pre-
sentation regarding the 
structure, facilities and 
the features about the 
school was given by the 
Architecture, Design and 
Concept Department. 

He said that the 
school will be construct-
ed in three respective 
zones namely Adminis-
trative, Residential and 
sports zones. He added 
that the school will have 
a state-of-the-art facil-
ities and features such 
as an in-house digital 
library wherein the stu-
dents can have an access 
to online information. 

The construction of 

the school will be done in 
such a way that it will ca-
ter quality education not 
only to the regular stu-
dents but also to those 
who are physically chal-
lenged, he concluded.

After the presen-
tation, the Panchayat 
President, DKsubba, 
addressed the meet-
ing wherein he firstly 
thanked the Government 
for bringing develop-
ment and growth in the 
area by constructing the 
school. 

He said that such a 
massive project will defi-
nitely bring prosperity 
to the area along with fi-
nancial stability for the 
locals. He then laid down 
some of the grievanc-
es that the local public 
had. One of the main is-
sues discussed was the 
compensation that is to 
be given to the probable 

land owners. He also add-
ed about the concerns re-
garding unemployment 
in and around the area. 
Better prospects and fu-
ture growth are inevita-
ble with the construction 
of the Model school, he 
said.

The MLA then ad-
dressed the meeting by 
warmly greeting the dis-
tinguished guests, de-
partment officials and 
the community. He said 
that the local people 
and the concerned de-
partment were thankful 
to Chief MinisterPrem 
singh Tamang for his 
guidance and approval to 
construct a Model school 
at Chotasamdung. 

He continued his 
speech by saying that 
such Model schools will 
be constructed in one of 
the Zillas in each district. 
He reiterated that one 

of the main reasons for 
constructing the school 
is to provide quality ed-
ucation facilities and 
adequate knowledge to 
the students especially 
to those having weaker 
financial status. 

“This is a step tak-
en to revive our educa-
tion system and to give 
a chance to those stu-
dents who are otherwise 
marginalised because of 
their financial problems”, 
he said. 

He was also thankful 
to the Minister of Edu-
cation, KungaNima Lep-
cha, for approving and 
accepting the request to 
construct the project in 
the area. He mentioned 
that the importance of 
constructing school on 
the outskirts of the main 
town is to avoid distrac-
tion and disturbance. 

Regarding the land 

compensation, he said 
that all the owners will 
be compensated fair-
ly as per the current 
Government land rates 
depending on the local-
ity. He mentioned that 
the employment will be 
provided to those local 
people who are capable 
and meet the required 
norms. He urged the lo-
cal community to give 
their full support and 
contribution in building 
a better future not just 
for their children but also 
for others, he concluded.

At the end of the pro-
gram a vote of thanks 
was given by the Block 
President, shri D.B. Gu-
rung.

The MLA and the 
team then headed to the 
final site of the meeting at 
Chakung Public Ground. 
There the concerned de-
partment officials along 
with the Contractors, the 
Engineers and the Con-
sultancy Agency gave an 
over-view about the site 
plan and demonstration 
of the new project under 
the name ‘subash Chan-
dra Bose Centre of Excel-
lence’. 

He also enquired 
and discussed about the 
facilities that are to be 
provided along with the 
required infrastructure 
for better learning by the 
students. The meeting 
was adjourned with the 
conclusion that a review 
meeting will be sched-
uled in coming days to 
discuss the progress in 
the development of the 
project.

special dgp Law & order visits West sikkim

summIt RepoRt
gAngtok, 08 JuL: 

sikkim Police special 
DGP/LO Akshay-

sachdeva accompanied 
by ssP and AsP of West 
District, sDPO Gyalsh-
ing, sDPO soreng visited 
soreng sub-division on 
Thursday. 

During the visit, the 
special DGP briefed po-
lice personnel of Nayaba-
zar Police station at IRBn 
camp, Pipalay and som-

baria Police station at 
sombariasr sec school. 

He about the effec-
tive implementation of 
COVID guidelines issued 
by the government, day-
to-day functions of Ps 
level, sub-Division level 
and District-level per-
sonnel.

Further, he also 
briefed on wearing of 
proper uniform by all Po-
lice personnel right from 
the rank of VPG, HGs, 

constables and seniors 
Officers. He appreciated 
the work done by police 
during the COVID 19 
pandemic and encour-
aged all duty personnel 
to emphasise on effective 
policing in future. 

special DGP also in-
teracted with the local 
public and business 
communities of Nay-
abazar and sombariaon 
Covid and law & order 
issues

Forest dept clarifies that tenders for 
quarrying were extended due to covId

BIkAshchettRI
namchi, 08 Jul:

Forest Department, 
south sikkim, has said 

that extension of tender 
for quarrying was done 
due to the prevailing 
COVID-19 situation and 
that they have not re-

ceived any written com-
plaint from the public.

This is with refer-
ence to a video posted 
by ArunLimboo where-
in he alleges that the 
extension of tender for 
quarrying is illegal and 
the department should 

have issued a fresh ten-
der after the expiry of the 
term. 

shortly after he post-
ed this video, MrLimboo 
was allegedly assaulted 
by a group of 8 persons 
belonging to the ruling 
party.

news broadcasters’ group challenge 
digital media rules in kerala high court

neW deLhI, 08 JuL 
[ptI]: The News Broad-
casters Association - a 
group of 25 leading news 
and current affairs broad-
casters - has challenged the 
government’s new digital 
media rules in the Kerala 
High Court, on grounds that 
it gives authorities “exces-
sive powers to unreason-
ably and impermissibly re-
strict (media’s) freedom of 
speech and expression”.
The NBA’s petition also 
states that the rules - the 
Information Technology 
(Intermediary Guide-
lines & Digital Media 
Ethics Code) Rules, 2021 

- are ultra vires, or in vi-
olation of, the existing 
Information Technology 
Act of 2000, as well as 
Articles 14 and 19 of the 
Indian Constitution.

The specific chal-
lenge is to the creation of 
an oversight mechanism 
that provides the govern-
ment with “unfettered, 
unbridled and excessive 
powers to regulate con-
tent of digital news me-
dia”.

The NBA petition said 
that by creating such a 
structure the govern-
ment had “... vested itself 
with powers reserved 

exclusively for the judi-
ciary...”

The NBA also said the 
‘Code of Ethics’ contains 
“vague, imprecise and am-
biguous terms in relation 
to ‘content’ such as ‘good 
taste’, and ‘snobbish atti-
tude’”, and were not in 
consonance with the 
supreme Court ruling 
when it struck down 
section 66A of the IT 
Act.

The NBA petition 
comes a day after 
the country’s largest 
news agency - Press 
Trust of India, or PTI - 
also filed a legal chal-

lenge to the rules, in 
the Delhi High Court.

PTI had also chal-
lenged the constitutional 
validity of the new rules, 
claiming that it seeks to 
regulate “publishers of 
news and current affairs 
content” by imposing 
“sweeping” controls.

Last month the Digital 
News Publishers Associ-
ation - which consists of 
12 media houses, includ-
ing The Indian Express 
Pvt. Ltd. and Times Inter-
net Ltd., - filed a similar 
challenge in the Madras 
High Court.

On June 23 the Ma-
dras High Court issued 
a notice to the centre, 

asking for its response.
NDTV is a member 

of both the News Broad-
casters Association and 
the Digital News Pub-
lishers Association.

Further, in separate 
pleas, four digital media 
houses and a news agen-
cy have also filed pleas in 
the Delhi High Court to 
strike down the new law.

The centre this week 
approached the su-
preme Court to trans-
fer all such pleas to 
itself; this plea is ex-
pected to be heard on 
Friday, according to 
news agency PTI.

Passed in February, 
the Information Tech-
nology (Guidelines for 
Intermediaries and Dig-
ital Media Ethics Code) 
Rules, 2021 outlined, for 
the first time, how digital 
news organisations, so-
cial media platforms and 
OTT streaming services like 
Netflix would be regulated 
by the government.

The government said 
it wanted to establish “soft 
touch progressive institu-
tional mechanism...” featur-
ing a code of ethics and a 
three-tier grievance redres-
sal framework for news 
sites and OTT platforms.

4 new cases push COVID-19 
tally of Andamans to 7,491

poRt BLAIR, JuL 8 
(ptI): The COVID-19 
tally of Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands rose to 
7,491 on Thursday as 
four more people tested 
positive for the infection, 
a health bulletin said.

All the new cases 
were detected during 
contact tracing, it said.

The Union territory 
now has 14 active cases, 
while 7,349 people have 
recovered from the dis-
ease to date, including six 

in the last 24 hours.
The coronavirus 

death toll in the archipel-
ago remained unchanged 
at 128 as no fresh fatality 
was recorded, the bulle-
tin said.

The administration 
has so far tested over 
4.16 lakh samples for 
COVID-19, in which the 
positivity rate was 1.80 
per cent.

More than 2.06 lakh 
people have been inocu-
lated to date, it added.

only 50 tourists allowed 
in kempty falls at a time

delhi cannot afford repeat of February 2020 riots: sc
neW deLhI, JuL 8 (ptI): The national 
capital can ill-afford any repetition of ri-
ots witnessed last year, the supreme Court 
Thursday said and stressed that
‘unity in diversity’ of India cannot be dis-
rupted and the role of Facebook in this 
context must be looked into by the powers 
that be. “The need to go into this incident 
both from a legal and social perspective 
cannot be belittled. The capital of the 
country can ill-afford any repetition of the 
occurrence and thus, the role of Facebook 
in this context must be looked into by the 
powers that be. It is in this background 

that the Assembly sought to constitute 
peace and harmony,” a bench headed by 
Justice s K Kaul said.

Observing that Facebook has been play-
ing a significant role in giving a voice to vari-
ous sections of society across the world, the 
apex court said that it has to be noted that 
their platform has also hosted disruptive 
voices replete with misinformation.

The sheer population of our country 
makes it an important destination for Face-
book. We are possibly more diverse than the 
whole of Europe in local culture, food, cloth-
ing, language, religion, traditions and yet 

have a history of what has now commonly 
been called ‘unity in diversity’.

This cannot be disrupted at any cost or 
under any professed freedom by a giant like 
Facebook claiming ignorance or lack of any 
pivotal role, the bench, also comprising Jus-
tice Dinesh Maheshwari and Hrishikesh Roy, 
said.

The crucial observation came in a judge-
ment by which the top court dismissed the 
plea of Facebook India Vice President and 
MD Ajit Mohan challenging the summons 
issued by the Delhi Assembly’s Peace and 
Harmony committee for failing to appear 

before it as witness in connection with the 
north-east Delhi riots matter.

“In this modern technological age, it 
would be too simplistic for the petitioners to 
contend that they are merely a platform for 
exchange of ideas without performing any 
significant role themselves especially given 
their manner of functioning and business 
model.

“Debate in the free world has shown the 
concern expressed by Governments across 
the board and the necessity of greater ac-
countability by these intermediaries which 
have become big business corporations with 

influence across borders and over millions 
of people,” the bench said.

The top court said that Facebook today 
has influence over one third of the popula-
tion of this planet.

“In India, Facebook claims to be the most 
popular social media with 270 million regis-
tered users. The width of such access cannot 
be without responsibility as these platforms 
have become power centres themselves, 
having the ability to influence vast sections 
of opinions. These have had a direct impact 
on vast areas of subject matter which ulti-
mately affect the governance of states.

neW tehRI, JuLY 8 
(ptI): Only 50 tourists 
will be allowed to bathe 
at Mussoorie’s famous 
Kempty falls with a max-
imum permissible time 
of 30 minutes.

The district admin-
istration has taken the 
decision in view of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
District Magistrate Iva 
Ashishshrivastava said.

“There will be a time 
limit of 30 minutes for 
each bather, she said, 
adding an air horn will 
be used to signal the exit 
time.

The came a day after 
viral videos showed a 
large number of tourists 
bathing at the falls with-
out wearing masks or 
maintaining social dis-
tancing norms. 
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cm greets governor 
on his 84th birthday

summIt RepoRt
gangtok, 08 Jul:

Chief Minister, Prem 
singh Tamang ac-

companied by speaker, 
Cabinet Ministers, MLAs 
and Political secretary 

called on the Governor 
of sikkim, Ganga Prasad 
at Raj Bhawan today and 
extended warm greetings 
and best wishes on his 
84th birthday, a press re-
lease informs.

The Governor ex-
pressed his gratitude to 
the Chief Minister and 
the team for the gesture 
and mentioned that the 
state is steadily progress-
ing under the leadership 

and efforts of the Chief 
Minister, Cabinet Minis-
ters and the entire team. 
He urged them to contin-
ue with the same spirit 
towards the develop-
ment of the state.

Ad spices Board takes stock of 
large cardamom replantation

WAngchuk BhutIA
mangan, 08 Jul:

A two-day field visit 
was made by As-

sistant Director spices 
Board, Phurba Tshering 
Lepcha along with the 
field officer to Lingtyang 
and Rumdun villages un-
der Lum ward of Lower 
Dzongu, North sikkim on 
07 and 08 July.  

The purpose of visit 
was to monitor the sta-
tus of large Cardamom 
replantation which was 
provided to 19 bene-
ficiaries by the spices 
Board. 

Cardamom was the 
main source of income 
for the villagers of Dz-
ongu and North sikkim 
but has been on the 

verge of extinction due 
to blight disease since 
many years and the 
spices Board is working 
towards reviving carda-
mom plantation.

Assistant Director, Mr 

Lepcha while speaking 
to this correspondent in-
formed that the Board is 
providing schemes like 
nursery for saplings and 
other incentives to help 
the farmers in revival and 

replantation. 
Out of 19 beneficia-

ries, 12 were provided 
the nursery scheme and 
7 were provided replan-
tation scheme amounting 
to a total of Rs.2,58,750.  

sAAA announces trials for Federation 
cup u-20 Athletic c’ship

summIt RepoRt
gAngtok, 08 Jul: 

sikkim Amateur Athlet-
ic Association [sAAA] 

is conducting time trials 
for Under-20 boys & girls 
for the forthcoming 19th 
Federation Cup U-20 Ath-
letic Championship 2021 
to be held from 31 July to 
02 August at Patiala. 

Those who will qual-
ify as per the entry stan-
dard timing given by Ath-

letics Federation of India 
[AFI] will represent sik-
kim and selected athletes 
in the national champi-
onship will represent 
India in the World U-20 
Athletics Championship 
to be held from 17 to 22 
August in Kenya.

The entry standing 
timings are 11.40.00 
seconds for 3000 me-
ters U-20 girls, 09.30.00 
seconds for 3000 meters 

U-20 boys, 18.50.00 sec-
onds for 5000 meters 
U-20 girls and 15.10.00 
seconds for 5000 meters 
U-20 boys.  

The trials will be held 
on 20 July at Khelgaon, 
Ranka in East District, 
which will begin at 7 AM 
sharp. standard Operating 
Procedures given by AFI 
will be strictly implement-
ed for conducting trials.

It is informed that 

no TA/DA will be paid 
for attending the trials 
but sAAA will bear all 
expenses of selected ath-
letes in the state team 
while sending them 
to the national cham-
pionship. Interested 
athletes may contact 
sikkim Amateur Athletic 
Association general sec-
retary, Thupden Rapgyal 
on 95936-03874 for fur-
ther details.

BeFoRe the Ld oAth commIssIoneR 
oF sIkkIm At gAngtok

AFFIdAvIt
I, Bishnu sharma, aged about 42 years, daugh-
ter of Gopi Prasad sharma, resident of Mengli, 
P. O Menglee, P. s Ravangla, south District of sik-
kim Hindu by faith, Housewife by occupation, do 
hereby solemnly affirm and declare on oath as fol-
low.           1.That in my School Transfer Certificate 
issued by Headmaster, Government Junior High 
school, Mengle, south sikkim my name has been 
recorded as “Bishnu Maya sharma,” daughter of 
Gopi Psd sharma.                      2.That in my Adhar 
Card bearing No. 864917610543 issued by Unique 
Identification Authority, my name has been re-
corded as Bishnu sharma daughter of Gopi Prasad 
sharma.                  3.That in my saving Bank Ac-
count maintained in HDFC Bank bearing Account 
No. 04201000056341 my name has been recorded 
as “Bishnumaya Pokherel.               4.That “ shar-
ma” is my caste and “Pokhrel “ is my sub-caste/
title.                         5.That hence, this affidavit is 
made bonafide and to declare that the person by 
the name by the name, caste and title, i. e BIsHNU 
sHARMA, BIsHNU MAYA sHARMA and BIsHNU 
MAYA POKHREL denotes and refer to one and the 
same person, i. e myself.

Mankind Pharmagets 
DRDO nod to manufacture, 

sell Coviddrug 2-DG
neW deLhI, 08 JuL 
[ptI]: Drug firm Man-
kind Pharma today said 
it has received licence 
from the Defence Re-
search and Development 
Organisation (DRDO) to 
manufacture and mar-
ket oral 2-deoxy-D-glu-
cose (2-DG), used for the 
treatment of COVID-19.

2-DG was developed 
by the Defence Research 
and Development Estab-
lishment (DRDE), Gwali-
or. The clinical trials 
were conducted by the 
Institute of Nuclear Med-
icine and Allied sciences 
(INMAs), a lab of DRDO, 
in association with Dr 
Reddy’s Laboratories, 
Mankind Pharma said in 
a statement.

The company will 
manufacture the prod-
uct at its facilities in Vi-

sakhapatnam and Him-
achal Pradesh, it added.

The office of the 
Drugs Controller Gen-
eral of India (DCGI) on 
May 1 had permitted the 
emergency use of 2-DG 
as an adjunct treatment 
for moderate to severe 
COVID-19 patients, Man-
kind Pharma said.

The drug is found 
to help the hospitalised 
COVID-19 patients recov-
er faster and is also known 
to reduce the supplemen-
tal oxygen dependency 
among the COVID-19 pa-
tients, it added.

“Our objective behind 
this agreement is to en-
sure maximum reach of 
this medication to the 
deserving Indian pa-
tients suffering from the 
deadly pandemic,” the 
company said.
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Re-Introduce the Young 
to Environment First

Once they get to know each other, they 
will take care of each other as well…

Yesterday, 07 June [07-07, in case anyone missed the numer-
ology], “A Day for Mother Earth” was observed across the 

state. As was done by the previous government, there were 
plantation drives, photo-ops, sound-bytes and a race between 
departments and supporters to join the initiative and announce 
their love for mother earth through press releases. In keeping 
with the irony of the times, vehicles stopped on their tracks for 
seven minutes and then started collectively after the dedication 
to spew noxious fumes as VIPs raced to their appointed venues, 
each in their own car and some with a retinue of supporters in 
separate cars. Like every year and every occasion, once the ritu-
al was over, everyone returned to their concrete homes driving 
fuel-guzzling and noxious fume-emitting vehicles, their head-
lights powered by batteries that turn the earth sour and still 
sporting attitudes which turn the young bitter. 

Enough of the acerbic tone for now. The primary reason why 
we become a bundle of ironies and gaggle of superficiality when 
it comes to eco-friendliness is because although urban-dwellers 
realise at some level the need to protect the environment, they 
do not understand what environment really is. They want the 
city air to be cleaner, but cannot connect with the need to keep 
green belts alive for this to happen. They want potable water in 
their taps and also uninterrupted power supply, which either 
burns fossil fuels or taps into water resources to generate. The 
city-bred ideas of environmental protection are riddled with 
clichés, are impractical and for all their high-sounding ideals, 
are shallow in their concern. And most of this is not because we 
are inherently evil. We remain ineffectual because we just don’t 
know how to behave better.

This is the trap that sikkim has to work itself out of. Even 
though a majority of the people here live in the bastis, and are 
thus still closer to nature, the generation which will take deci-
sions in future is being groomed in the urban areas where En-
vironment may have become a subject in school but speaks of 
things they cannot really associate with. Why we speak of the 
future here is because the present is already compromised. and 
if the generation taking decisions at present wants to do right 
by Mother Earth, it needs to expand its engagements because 
the disconnect cannot serve the environment too well. The 
problem is that even if a generation grows up feeling that the 
environment needs to be conserved, it will, by and large, not 
know what environment means. The superficiality of environ-
mental concern will thus continue to mar even well-intentioned 
efforts. 

It is important for the young [the elders already beyond 
help] to realise that every time they leave the lights on longer 
than required or allow faulty water tanks to overflow or insist 
on being ferried around in an exclusive car instead of a bus or 
other mode of public transport, they are creating a demand for 
the exploitation of limited natural resources. similarly, they 
should feel pride when they try and minimise their carbon foot-
print because then they would be supporting sustainable har-
nessing of finite resources which too many generations before 
them have exploited. 

As this section has repeated too often in the past, for such 
responsibility to ingrain itself, an introduction will have to be 
made first. That is not happening anymore. There are many chil-
dren who have never seen a cow being milked. It is only slightly 
better in the villages because there, although the children run 
chores around the home, they have never seen the indigenous 
cow graze in the fields because the only bovines around are im-
ported hybrids which spend their entire lives in the cowshed. 
For no fault of theirs, most of the young might know the various 
functions of the various keys of a mobile phone, but ask them to 
recognise one tree by name and they are stumped. They know 
the months and days of the week, but do not need to know the 
seasons anymore. This is not the curse of modernity, it is a re-
flection of the previous generation’s uncaring attitude not only 
towards their young, but also towards the society and its col-
lective future. A generation so uninitiated in the ways of nature 
cannot, even if it wants to, take care of the environment.

If we are to make true dedications to Mother Earth, we 
should perhaps introduce the young to environment first. Once 
they get to know each other, they will also take care of each oth-
er as well.

Afghanistan on the Brink of disaster

WILLIAm mALeY
theconversation.com

Afghanistan is teetering on the 
brink of an almost unimag-

inable disaster. The withdrawal of 
Us and allied forces, scheduled by 
President Joe Biden to be complet-
ed by september 11, threatens to 
precipitate the unravelling of the 
most pro-Western government in 
southwest Asia.

It also endangers the entire 
framework of the Afghan state 
that has been built up since the 
overthrow of the Taliban regime in 
2001.

should this occur, the most likely 
results would be the establishment 
of a theocratic regime in Kabul, the 
collapse of swathes of the country 
into a civil war (with a distinctly 
transnational dimension), and at-
tempts by millions of refugees to 
flee the country.

In May 2010, Us secretary of 
state Hillary Clinton pledged to a 
visiting delegation of Afghan wom-
en that

We will not abandon you. We 
will stand with you always.

Yet abandoning the Afghans 
who relied on such commitments is 
exactly what the Us has now done. 
When pressed about his approach 
last week, Biden angrily cut off a 
questioner by saying “I want to talk 
about happy things”.

Afghans at this point are finding 
it very hard to identify happy things 
to discuss.

WHY THE PsYCHOLOGY OF THE 
PUBLIC MATTERs

The mass psychology of the Af-
ghan public will be key in determin-
ing how events evolve in the coun-
try. And this is something American 
political leaders have shown little 
sign of understanding.

When regimes change in Af-
ghanistan – as with the collapse 
of the communist regime in April 
1992 or the Taliban regime in No-
vember 2001 – it is typically be-

cause key players deem it prudent 
to shift away from powerholders 
whose power appears to be decay-
ing.

While the Afghan government 
has left many people disappoint-
ed and disaffected – it is over-cen-
tralised, debilitated by patronage 
networks, and often extractive in 
character – the Taliban are any-
thing but popular among Afghans. 
A careful 2019 survey conducted by 
the Asia Foundation found 85% of 
respondents had no sympathy at all 
for the Taliban.

But in Afghanistan, it does 
not pay to be on the losing side. 
And there is a grave danger that a 
spreading perception the Taliban 
are poised to take over could lead 
to that very outcome by triggering a 
cascade of defections from the gov-
ernment and army.

With dozens of districts falling 
to the Taliban in late June and ear-
ly July, this could happen quickly. 
Us intelligence estimates that it 
could take two or three years for 
the country to fall under Taliban 
control appear dangerously san-
guine.

A TOTAL ABANDONMENT OF 
THE AFGHAN PEOPLE

Immediate responsibility for 
this tragic situation lies with the 
Us. The bulk of foreign forces were 
actually withdrawn from Afghan-
istan by the end of 2014. The Us 
thereafter played a much smaller, 
but absolutely critical, role in sup-
porting the Afghan government.

The Us did this in three ways: 
by providing air power to com-
plement ground operations car-
ried out by the Afghan army, by 
supplying intelligence, and most 
importantly, by steadying the 
nerves of vulnerable Afghans who 
accepted the Us as a true partner 
in confronting brutal practitioners 
of terror, such as the Taliban and Is-
lamic state.

This Us approach was sustain-

able and relatively inexpensive. And 
while it did not hold out the pros-
pect of a “Berlin 1945”-style victo-
ry, it did serve to avoid the conse-
quences of a catastrophic defeat.

All this came unstuck under the 
Trump administration, which by-
passed the Afghan government and 
signed a deal with the Taliban on 
February 29, 2020. This was called 
the “Agreement for the Bringing of 
Peace to Afghanistan”.

In reality, it was simply an exit 
deal for the Us. And it killed off the 
prospects of meaningful negotia-
tions between the Afghan govern-
ment and the Taliban – allegedly 
its main dividend – by giving the 
Taliban all they really wanted at the 
very outset of what was supposed 
to be a “peace process”.

The Taliban – hardly able to be-
lieve their luck – simply escalated 
their attacks on democracy advo-
cates, civil society actors, and the 
media.

Biden’s decision to adopt 
the Trump approach as his own 
amounted to a dagger in the heart 
for those Afghans who had hoped 
the new Us administration would 
show more judgement and sensitiv-
ity than the old.

PAKIsTAN’s INTERVENTION 
NOW KEY

While immediate responsibility 
for the current debacle lies with the 
Trump and Biden administrations, 
Pakistan is even more to blame. The 
Pakistan government had godfa-
thered the Taliban in the first place 
and resumed its support for the 
group when Us attention drifted to 
Iraq in 2003.

The dangers to which this gave 
rise were obvious. In a leaked No-
vember 2009 cable, the Us ambas-
sador to Afghanistan, retired Lieu-
tenant-General Karl Eikenberry, 
wrote:

More troops won’t end the in-
surgency as long as Pakistan sanc-
tuaries remain. Pakistan will re-

main the single greatest source of 
Afghan instability so long as the 
border sanctuaries remain, and Pa-
kistan regards its strategic interests 
as best served by a weak neighbour. 
[…] Until this sanctuary problem 
is fully addressed, the gains from 
sending additional forces may be 
fleeting.

Despite compelling advice, even 
from the former Pakistan ambassa-
dor to the Us, as to how dangerous 
the sanctuary problem was for Us 
objectives in Afghanistan, succes-
sive Us presidents shrank from 
addressing it directly. Instead, they 
allowed the problem to fester.

If the situation in Afghanistan 
is to be salvaged, this will require 
more than just promises of support 
or offers of money.

Almost the only tool that re-
mains to address the psychological 
despair in Afghanistan is immense 
and effective pressure on Pakistan 
to strike at Taliban sanctuaries, 
ammunition supplies, and logistics 
systems on Pakistani soil.

Being a sovereign state involves 
not just rights, but also duties. One 
is to prevent one’s territory from 
being used to mount attacks on oth-
er states.

Reportedly, the Pakistan army 
chief, General Qamar Javed Bajwa, 
and intelligence chief, Lieutenant 
General Faiz Hameed, recently 
briefed lawmakers in Pakistan that 
“well-trained Afghan Taliban mili-
tants were present across Pakistan” 
and that the army “could launch an 
offensive against the group imme-
diately”.

If the Pakistan army can “launch 
an offensive” against the Taliban 
“immediately”, the Us and its allies 
should immediately pressure it to 
do so. But one wonders whether 
the Biden administration has the 
gumption to demand this.

[the writer is Emeritus Professor, 
Australian National University]

euro 2020: Is this ‘the greatest 
therapy session england ever had’?

JAmes RumBoLd
theconversation.com

“Well how about that”, one BBC commen-
tator said, as full-time was called on 

the England-Ukraine quarter final match of the 
men’s 2020 European Championship, and play-
ers hugged on the pitch. “England dominating 
and giving the nation not only something to 
cheer with, an outstanding performance and 
four goals, but also”, he paused, “a largely stress-
free evening.”

stress-free evenings are very much in order 
for a lot of people after 15 months of pandemic 
and all the worry that has gone with that. From 
a psychological perspective, fans’ perceptions of 
their team’s progress throughout the Euros will 
resemble many people’s perceptions of daily life 
during the COVID crisis – a lack of control over 
events and uncertainty over what will happen 
next.

Another of the BBC’s commentators talking 
viewers through the Ukraine match said it had 
been “like the greatest therapy session England 
has ever had”. And if so, there’s no doubt it is a 
mass therapy exercise, especially after the na-
tion was gripped by England’s winning semi-fi-
nal performance against Denmark.

Football (whether you like it or not) is the 
world’s favourite sport. In England, it’s con-
sidered the national game. An estimated 1.9 
million Britons played the game at least twice 
a month in 2020. And England’s major tourna-
ment matches are consistently watched by over 
10 million households.

sOCIAL INGROUP
Research shows that international football 

tournaments can take us on a rollercoaster of 
emotions. The more we identify with our team, 
the more our feelings are connected to their 
performance. In extreme cases, this emotional 
ride while watching football has been linked to 
a higher risk of heart attacks.

When the England team beat Germany in 

the last 16, they conquered an arch nemesis. 
In beating Denmark and getting into the final 
two, England have reached their first European 
championship final – their first international 
tournament final since the 1966 World Cup. For 
England supporters, this is a big deal.

Things were very different during the Euro 
2016 tournament. When the English side lost 
to Iceland in the round of 16, pundits and fans 
alike expressed anger and grief. It was “full-on 
humiliation”. It compounded “20 years of hurt”.

When you socially identify as part of a group 
(such as fans identifying with a football team) 
it makes you feel good. It has been found to be 
positive for your self-esteem.

Conversely, when the status of the group 
with which you identify is threatened (by, say, 
an opposing team on a winning streak), there 
can be a tendency to become protective. You 
might experience the same emotions that you 
believe your group is experiencing (as fans do 
when watching their team during a match) be-
cause of this sense of belonging.

COLLECTIVE EMOTIONs
Research has shown that the collective 

emotions that football teams experience as 
a whole strongly influence the emotions that 
distinct individuals in the team – which psy-
chologists term a social ingroup) – experi-
ence. A similar transference of emotions from 
the group to individuals can be seen happen-
ing between the players on the pitch and the 
fans in the stands, as the fans are included in 
the ingroup.

Thus, when players and TV pundits re-
spond positively and intensely to a team’s per-
formances, the fans follow suit: the collective 
emotions are clear to see. The strong social 
identity that fans derive from those emotions 
has been found to be positively reinforced.

Many fans, therefore will also have found 
the smoothness – the stress-free nature, as that 
commentator put it – of the England match 

against Ukraine, reassuring.
Living vicariously with England’s progress 

through the Euros might, however, also be tak-
ing its toll. The thought of ending up in anoth-
er losing penalty shootout with Germany was, 
for some fans, nerve-wracking and emotionally 
draining.

So too, the run-up to the semi-final against 
Denmark. When Alan shearer asked southgate 
whether he was able to enjoy this as much as 
fans are back home, he both smiled and shook 
his head. “Not really Alan, no, no,” he said. 
“We’re in another semi-final. That’s three in 
three years.” And now England is headed to the 
final against Italy, the pressure is very much on.

Ahead of the match against Germany, indi-
vidual players including Marcus Rashford spoke 
up to reassure – or perhaps convince – people 
that the new-generation Three Lions team had, 
as one journalist put it, “ended the nation’s pen-
alty jinx”.

The fears don’t stop there though. This 
weight of expectation for England to end 55 
“years of hurt” and win the tournament is now 
the new collective anxiety.

It is important to recognise that anxiety, and 
to understand how it might be countered by 
sharing the moment with like-minded people. 
Whether the results are good or bad, watching 
a match with friends and family can help to ac-
tively regulate emotions – to control your own 
emotional state.

Research has found that emotional regula-
tion plays a central role in mental health and 
wellbeing. so celebrate together if your team 
wins. And if things don’t go the way you want 
them to, don’t be alone. Watch with people who 
care as much as you do.

[the writer is Senior Lecturer in Sport 
and Exercise Psychology, Course Leader for 

MSc Sport and Exercise Psychology (BPS-Ac-
credited), Sheffield Hallam University]
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Bengal BJp mp quits party post, 
retracts ‘under Amit shah’s instruction’
kolkata, 08 Jul [ptI]: 
Hours after resigning 
as BJP’s Bengal youth 
wing chief and taking 
to Facebook to launch a 
blistering attack on the 
state party leadership, 
MP saumitra Khan on 
Wednesday decided to 
withdraw his resignation 
after senior party leaders 
including Union Home 
Minister Amit shah in-
tervened and assured to 
look into his grievances.

Earlier in the eve-
ning, the growing dis-
cord in the BJP’s Bengal 
unit came to the fore as 
Mr Khan stepped down 
from the BJYM post and 
attacked Leader of Oppo-
sition suvendu Adhikari, 
claiming that he tries 
to take credit for all the 
achievements

He also slammed 
state BJP president Dilip 
Ghosh.

At around 9 PM, he 
again took to Facebook to 
inform that he had decid-
ed to withdraw his res-
ignation. “I take an op-
portunity to inform that 
under instruction of our 
BJP leaders BL santhosh 
Ji,Amit shah Ji and Tejas-
vi surya Ji, I withdraw my 
resignation as a mark of 
respect,” he said in an an-
other Facebook post.

According to the 
state BJP sources, central 

BJP leaders has assured 
him that his grievances 
would be looked into and 
urged him to take back 
resignation.

Mr Khan did not cite 
any reason for quitting 
but his announcement 
on the social media plat-
form coincided with in-
duction of four BJP MPs 
from Bengal in the union 
ministry.

The Bishnupur MP, 
however, had asserted 
that he wouldn’t leave 
the BJP.

“From today, due to 
personal reasons, I am 
relieving myself of the 
responsibility of Bhara-
tiya Janata Yuva Morcha 
(BJYM) state unit. I was 
in BJP, I am in BJP, and 
will continue to be a 
part of it,” Mr Khan, who 
had crossed over to the 
saffron camp in 2018 
from the TMC, said on 
Facebook.

Iterating that he has 
full faith in Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and 
the central leadership, 
he, however, trained his 
guns on Mr Adhikari 
and said “one particu-
lar leader was making 
frequent trips to Delhi 
and claiming credit for 
the every success of the 
party”.

“This leader of op-
position in the state 

should look in the mir-
ror. He is misleading the 
leaders in New Delhi. He 
considers himself as the 
tallest leader of the par-
ty in Bengal,” Mr Khan 
said in a video that he 
posted on the network-
ing site.

He claimed leaders 
of just one or two dis-
tricts are running the 
entire organisation in 
the state.

In a dig at state BJP 
president Dilip Ghosh, 
the disgruntled leader 

further said, “He under-
stands only half of what 
happens. He cannot 
comprehend all of it.”

sharing responsibil-
ity for the party’s defeat 
in the assembly polls, Mr  
Khan said, “It is time for 
me to step down. I have 
never hankered for any 
post.”

Alleging that “many 
politicians with dubious 
credentials had been in-
ducted into the BJP be-
fore the assembly polls”, 
Mr Khan said, “some of 

them were nominated 
and they failed to win 
elections.”

He further said that 
“it appears only some 
people made sacrifices 
for the party and the rest 
had no contribution”.

Mr Adhikari, on his 
part, refused to respond 
to Mr Khan’s allegations.

“I will not comment. I 
will not take it seriously. 
He is my younger broth-
er. I will go and have 
lunch at his residence in 
Delhi. I had campaigned 

for saumitra Khan in 
Kotulpur in 2011. I wish 
him every success in his 
career,” he maintained.

The leader of oppo-
sition also said that he 
doesn’t attach much im-
portance to Facebook 
videos.

Asked if any disci-
plinary action would be 
taken against Mr Khan, 
he said, “I shouldn’t talk 
on organisational mat-
ters. It will be decided 
by state president Dilip 
Ghosh.”

Reacting to Mr Khan’s 
comments, TMC state 
general secretary Kunal 
Ghosh said the rivalry 
between the old and the 
new leaders of the saf-
fron camp is now out in 
the open.

“suvendu had en-
joyed power in TMC be-
fore joining the BJP. Now 
he is cornering other 
leaders in the saffron 
party. Old and loyal mem-
bers are bound to get up-
set,” Mr Ghosh said.

Mr Khan’s estranged 
wife and TMC leader su-
jata Mondal said she had 
warned the MP against 
joining the BJP long ago.

“He should under-
stand that a party like 
the BJP will back ele-
ments like Adhikari. I 
had realised this long 
back,” she added.

Workers from nepal leaving for India 
ask government for free pcR tests

mohAn BudhAAIR
kAthmAndu, 08 JuL 
[kAthmAndupost]: 
On sunday, Bir Baha-
dur Dhami, a resident of 
Jogbudha in Dadeldhu-
ra, reached the Gadda 
Chauki border point in 
Kanchanpur to cross into 
India in search of a job.

But Dhami was 
turned away since he 
could not furnish his PCR 
test report. He then made 
his way towards Trinagar 
Gauriphanta border 
point in Kailali district, 
where a negative PCR 
test report is not manda-
tory to enter India.

The Uttarakhand 
state government in In-
dia has made negative 
PCR reports mandatory 
for those crossing into 
India through various 
border points. However, 
the Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment has been allow-
ing Nepalis to enter the 
state through the Gaurip-
hanta border point with-
out a PCR test report.

The relaxation of 
rules at the Gauriphanta 
border point has prompt-
ed many Nepali migrant 
workers from across 
sudurpaschim Province 
to make their way to In-
dia through Gauriphanta.

Migrant workers who 
would usually use other 
border points—Gadda 
Chauki, Darchula and 
Julaghat—have been lin-
ing up at Gauriphanta to 
enter India, security per-
sonnel at the Gauriphan-
ta border say.

According to the Bor-
der Police Post in Gaurip-
hanta, over 2,000 mi-
grant workers have been 
entering India in search 
of jobs from Gauriphanta 
border on a daily basis.

Before the pandem-
ic, migrant workers 
like Dhami would swim 
across the Mahakali riv-
er to enter India to save 
time and money.

“It takes us three days 
to travel from Dadeld-
hura to Kanchanpur and 
again from Kanchanpur 
to Dhangadhi. My last 
trip home was costly,” 
said Dhami. “But since 
the pandemic hit both 
the countries, security 
has been tightened and 
swimming across the 
Mahakali is prohibited.”

Dil Bahadur Bam, a 
local man from Purchau-
di in Baitadi, tried to en-
ter India from Jhulaghat 
border point but was 
turned away for a lack 
of a PCR test report. 
He says many migrant 
workers like him can-
not spare extra mon-
ey to have themselves 
tested for Covid-19.

The government has 
set a ceiling price of Rs 
1,000 per PCR test in 
government hospitals 
and laboratories, while 
it has allowed private 
labs to charge up to Rs 
2,000.

“We haven’t had a 
source of income for 
almost a year now and 
we can’t afford the test. 
The least our govern-
ment can do is offer 
free testing for migrant 
workers going to In-
dia,” he said. “The In-
dian security person-
nel asked us for a PCR 
test report at Jhulaghat 
border but I don’t 
have one so I came to 
Gauriphanta. For now, 
as far as I know, only 
the Uttarakhand gov-
ernment has made PCR 
tests mandatory to 
enter India. But soon 
all other Indian states 
might start asking for 
one.”

He says the migrant 
workers who had re-
turned home during 
the pandemic are in a 
rush to return to India 
before their host coun-
try and their employers 
make vaccination against 

coronavirus compulsory 
for all workers.

The India-bound 
workers have urged the 
government authorities 
in Nepal to prioritise 
them for Covid-19 vacci-
nation.

“We have to go to 
India and elsewhere to 
earn a livelihood for our 
family. The government 
can neither provide us 
jobs here nor can it make 
our lives easier by pro-
viding us with vaccines,” 
said surat Bahadur Bam, 
who was on his way 
to India along with his 
friend Dil Bahadur Bam.

“At this rate, many 
Nepali migrant workers 
will soon not have a job 
to go back to and will 
have to stay back in Ne-
pal unemployed,” said 
surat Bahadur.

To earn a living in Ne-
pal is not an option for 
many migrant work-
ers since the pandem-
ic has led to many job 
cuts within the coun-
try, says Laxman saud 
of Rithapata in Ach-
ham district.

“We have to go to 
India to avoid starva-
tion. staying in Nepal 
is a luxury we can’t af-
ford,” said saud. “Now, 
even crossing into 
India has become a 
hassle for those of us 
who can’t afford a PCR 
test.”

Dirgha BK, a resi-
dent of Nakakedar in Doti 
district, reached Gaurip-
hanta border point with 
his wife and two children 

on sunday to make his 
way to Gujarat in India.

“some people ques-
tion us about our deci-
sion to go to India in the 
midst of the pandemic. 
But what choice do we 
have?” asked BK. “We are 
also scared of getting in-
fected but now the choice 
is between dying of hun-
ger and taking a chance 
with Covid-19.”

BK had returned 
home a few months ago 
when India was battling 
the second wave of the 
pandemic.

“When the sec-
ond wave hit India, we 
thought it would be safer 
for us to return to Nepal 
rather than staying in 
Gujarat. We were hoping 
for the virus to go away 
soon but that hasn’t hap-
pened,” said BK. “After 
months of waiting, we 
have decided to leave for 
Gujarat despite the risk.”

A very limited num-
ber of people have under-
gone testing for Covid-19 
in sudurpaschim Prov-
ince since the country 
was hit by the pandem-
ic in March last year. 
According to the Pro-
vincial Health Director-
ate, only 250,000 out 
of the total 2,800,000 
people across the nine 
districts of sudurpas-
chim Province have 
undergone Covid-19 
tests as of now. It is es-
timated that more than 
a million Nepalis from 
the province go to var-
ious places in India for 
work annually.

WHO warns Coronavirus rising 
in eastern Mediterranean region

BeIRut, JuL 7 (Ap): 
Coronavirus infections 
have been on the rise in 
the 22 countries of the 
eastern Mediterranean 
region after two months 
of steady decline because 
of increased internation-
al travel, low protection 
and limited vaccina-
tion, World Health Or-
ganization officials said 
Wednesday.

The region, which 
includes the Gulf, North 
African and Asian coun-
tries, has registered over 
11 million infections and 
over 220,000 deaths 
since last year. Iran has 
been the worst impact-
ed by the pandemic, fol-
lowed by Iraq.

Ahmed Al-Mand-
hari, regional director 
of the WHO, said an-
other spike is likely in 
the summer months 
as countries struggle 
to keep their borders 
open and their econo-
mies active.

Despite efforts to 
contain the virus, a high-
er weekly average of new 
cases has been reported 
across the region com-
pared to the same time 
last year, he said.

This is because of 
various factors, including 
the detection of the Delta 
variant in 13 out of the 
22 countries, and limited 
distribution of vaccines.

It is fueling current 
surges in cases and 
deaths, he said, urging 
countries to improve 
their sequencing capaci-
ty and data sharing to en-
able better understand-
ing of the virus.

Al-Mandhari said 
more than 500 million 
vaccine doses are still 
needed to vaccinate at 
least 40 per cent of the 
population of countries 
in the Eastern Mediter-
ranean Region by the end 
of 2021.

We are far, far be-
hind from reaching this 
goal, he said, adding that 
misinformation about 
vaccine efficacy and the 
virus have deepened 
vaccine hesitancy in the 
region.

Drunk buffaloes in Gujarat blow 
cover on sale of illicit liquor

Ahmedabad, 08 Jul 
[AFp]: Three farmers in 
Gujarat have been arrest-
ed for selling illegal alco-
hol after their own buf-
faloes got drunk on the 
hooch, the police said.

One of the accused 
had called a local vet-
erinarian after their 
buffaloes starting to 
“act strangely and 
their mouths started 
frothing”, police offi-
cial Dilipsinh Baldev 
said.

The vet then inspect-
ed the water trough that 
the animals had been 
drinking from and “ob-
served a strange smell 
and found the water to 
be coloured”.

This, it turned out, 
was because the men had 
hidden bottles of moon-
shine (illicit alcohol) in 
the trough and some of 
them had broken, con-
taminating the water.

The vet then in-
formed the police, who 
raided the farm on Mon-
day and recovered 100 
bottles of alcohol worth 
Rs. 32,000.

The three farmers 
were arrested.

In Gujarat -- Prime 
Minister Narendra Mo-
di’s home state -- mak-
ing, buying, selling or 
transporting alcohol is 
outlawed, punishable by 
hefty fines and even pris-
on sentences.

Bengal minister flags differences 
with centre over economic revival

kolkata, 08 Jul [ptI]: 
Noting that West Bengal 
government has differ-
ences with the Centre on 
issues related to revival 
of the economy, state in-
dustry minister Partha 
Chatterjee on Thursday 
said Trinamool Congress 
dispensation is looking 
to boost demand and 
increase the purchasing 
power of people for over-
all development.

Participating in the 
Budget discussion in the 
assembly, he said the BJP-
led NDA government at 
the Centre is pushing for 
supply stimulation, while 
the state is in favour of 
demand creation, which 
will lead to the welfare of 
people.

“If there is demand, 
then there will be supply. 
This is what the Keynes-
ian theory advocates. 
What we are saying is to 
increase the purchasing 
power of people which 
will lead to overall devel-
opment and creation of a 
welfare state,” Mr Chat-
terjee said.

Renowned economist 
John Maynard Keynes 

argued that demand de-
ficiency and persistent 
unemployment can be 
tackled if the govern-
ment undertakes various 
investment programmes, 
thereby raising demand 
and public expenditure.

Mr Chatterjee on 
Wednesday presented 
the Budget for the finan-
cial year 2021-2022 in 
the assembly as state Fi-
nance Minister Amit Mi-
tra was unwell.

The minister said the 
debt-GDP ratio of the 
state stood at 40.65 per 
cent in 2010-11, which 
came down to 34.57 per 
cent in 2019-20.

“Is this not progress,” 
he asked.

Mr Chatterjee also 
criticised the Centre for 
its disinvestment policy 
and for not paying the 
state government’s dues 
in time.

“The Centre should 
pay the dues to the 
state...the “Make in India” 
campaign of the central 
government has turned 
into “sale of India” with 
many PsUs being put on 
the block,” he said.
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history of controversial selections: easwaran 

again pits alpha male captain against selectors
neW deLhI, JuL 7 
(ptI): The breakdown 
in communication be-
tween national selectors, 
led by chairman Chetan 
sharma, and the team 
management compris-
ing skipper Virat Kohli 
over Bengal opener Abhi-
manyu Easwaran’s con-
tentious selection, is not 
the first such instance.
And it is certainly not go-
ing to be the last in Indian 
cricket which is replete 
with incidents when al-
pha male captains have 
locked horns with the 
wise men of “authoritar-
ian reputation”.
It’s not a bad time to 
revisit a few selection 
conundrums that had 
gained legendary status 
over the years.

In the late 1960s till 
early 70s, Bengal had a 
wicketkeeper of Parsi 
origin named Rusi Jee-
jebhoy, a handsome man 
born and brought up in 
Kolkata. He played 46 
first-class games and 
ended with a “horrifying” 
batting average of 10.46.

Even if one consid-
ers that batting wasn’t a 
primary skill for keepers 
back then, Farokh Engi-
neer was in a different 
league.

There was a slot for 
the third wicketkeeper 
for the historic 1971 tour 
of West Indies and there 
was a Duleep Trophy 
match where East was 
led by stylish Bihar bats-
man Ramesh saxena and 
Daljit singh (famous for 
being BCCI chief curator 
in later years) was sup-
posed to keep. They were 
playing a Duleep Trophy 
game at the Brabourne 
stadium sometime in 
1970.

“The chairman of se-
lection committee, late 
Vijay Merchant (an icon 
of Parsee community) 
just before the toss sum-
moned Ramesh bhai, a 

nice gentleman.
“He instructed Ra-

mesh bhai to play Daljeet 
as a batsman and pick 
Rusi as a keeper. If some-
one of Mr Merchant’s 
stature would request, 
what could have Ramesh 
bhai done,” an old-tim-
er who was part of that 
match told PTI.

Jeejeebhoy’s inclu-
sion forced a former In-
dia and Mumbai great 
(his son was also a Test 
cricketer), known for his 
sharp sense of humour, 
to joke: “I only knew 
about Batliboi (Engi-
neering company), now I 
am hearing about Jeejee-
bhoy!”

Jeejeebhoy kept wick-
ets and was selected for 
his first and last tour of 
West Indies and when he 
retired, his highest score 
was a mere 39 in 46 
games. New skipper Ait 
Wadekar couldn’t have 
argued with a living leg-
end like Merchant.

sambaran Banerjee, 
the only Bengal cap-
tain to win Ranji Trophy 
post independence, is an 
amazing raconteur. With 
an elephant’s memory, 
he can just rattle off in-
cidents both from his 
playing days and during 

his times as a national 
selector.

Banerjee recollected 
how he was literally told 
that he was going to En-
gland (1977-78) in 1979 
along with surinder 
Khanna, but it was Tam-
il Nadu’s Bharat Reddy 
(career average of under 
18), who eventually got 
the nod. Coincidentally, 
then India skipper s Ven-
kataraghavan also hailed 
from Tamil Nadu.

“We knew Kiri (syed 
Kirmani) would be 
dropped. A day before the 
team selection, few players 
came up and said, ‘samba-
ran we know you are in the 
squad, we need a treat.

“I must have spent 
around 400 bucks (quite 
a sum in those days) to 
take a few boys out for 
dinner and next day, the 
list had Reddy’s name. I 
think he scored 30 odd 
runs in 4 Tests (38),” one 
could gauge the hurt in 
Banerjee’s voice as he 
spoke.

Banerjee claims that 
while south Zone se-
lector M L Jaisimha and 
North’s Vijay Mehra was 
in his support, Dattu 
Phadkar, the East Zone 
selector, kept quiet and 
Venkataraghavan appar-

ently got his choice of 
keeper.

In 1986, Manoj Pra-
bhakar was in the Indi-
an team and before the 
Leeds Test match, skip-
per Kapil Dev felt that 
he wasn’t measuring up 
in the nets (years later 
it happened with Karun 
Nair in 2018).

“Jimmy Amarnath 
was entrusted with the 
duty to call up Madan Lal, 
who by then was semi-re-
tired from Tests and playing 
club cricket in England and 
ask him to join the team. 
Prabhakar, till date, hasn’t 
forgotten the snub from 
Kapil, who could convince 
selectors that Lal was better 
than Prabhakar.”

But Banerjee’s great-
est achievement was 
winning the battle of wits 
to get sourav Ganguly in 
the Indian team for tour 
of England in 1996. Cap-
tain Mohammed Azha-
ruddin was dead against 
Ganguly’s inclusion, and 
so was then coach sand-
eep Patil.

“I got support from 
Vishy (chairman of se-
lectors Gundappa Viswa-
nath) and Rungta (Cen-
tral Zone) to get sourav 
in as bowling all-rounder. 
Azhar was seething in 

rage but the simple 3-2 
vote prevailed.

“I remember when 
Ganguly’s name was an-
nounced by Vishy at Taj 
Palace, Delhi, some jour-
nalists started hooting 
but Vishy being the gen-
tleman explained why he 
got the nod.”

During the 1997 sa-
hara Cup, one of the most 
hilarious selections hap-
pened. The then skipper 
sachin Tendulkar and 
the team management 
wanted Madhya Pradesh 
all-rounder Jai Prakash 
(JP) Yadav in the team 
and convenor of selec-
tion committee, late Jyoti 
Bajpai of UP, convenient-
ly sent his state’s Jyoti 
Prakash (JP) Yadav to 
Toronto. Jyoti Prakash 
never got to play a match.

The historic 2001 
Australia series was 
equally dramatic as skip-
per Ganguly went against 
the selection committee 
comprising Madan Lal 
and Ashok Malhotra, who 
wanted sarandeep singh 
in the team. Ganguly’s 
choice was a young Har-
bhajan singh. The rest is 
history.

In 2003-04, report-
ers sitting on the Chin-
naswamy turf witnessed 
skipper Ganguly and 
then chairman of selec-
tors syed Kirmani having 
a long debate over who 
would be second keeper 
-- Karnataka’s (Kirmani’s 
state) Thilak Naidu or 
Bengal (Ganguly’s state) 
Deep Dasgupta. The pow-
erful skipper prevailed.

In 2011, Mahendra 
singh Dhoni summoned his 
friend, Rudra Pratap singh, 
then holidaying in Miami, to 
the Test team. RP’s first ball 
went to the keeper on three 
drops. He never played Test 
cricket again.

Clearly, Indian crick-
et has not seen the last 
of the Abhimanyu Eas-
waran episode.

the bygone era: Another link gone as 
hockey icon keshav datt passes away

neW deLhI, JuL 7 
(ptI): A man of many 
talents but one passion. 
Keshav Datt was the 
last of connects to the 
golden era of Indian 
hockey which has at-
tained mythical status 
over the years.
A two-time Olympic 
gold-medallist (1948, 
London and 1952, Hel-
sinki), the 95-year-old 
Datt died after battling 
age-related ailments in 
Kolkata on Wednesday, 
survived by his wife, 
two sons and a daugh-
ter, all of whom are 
based outside India.
Aside from being excel-
lent with a hockey stick 
in his hands, Datt was 
also a badminton play-
er of credible ability 
and a professional tea 
taster in his time away 
from sports.

Born on December 
29, 1925 in Lahore, 
Datt made the ‘City 
of Joy’ his home after 
the partition. And he 
refused to leave it for 
anything or anyone, 
including his wife who 
wanted him to move 
to Europe several de-
cades ago.

Datt would have 
none of it. she left and 
he continued to ro-
mance hockey till he 
was into his 80s, taking 

part in veterans’ tour-
naments in Kolkata.

“He was a very sim-
ple man and a kind per-
son who was passion-
ate about hockey. He 
loved his country very 
much. It is sad that he 
died a lonely death,” 
Gurbux singh, member 
of India’s 1964 Olym-
pic gold-medal win-
ning side, told PTI re-
calling the legend.

“since the day I met 
him I saw him all alone. 
His wife settled abroad 
long back and wanted 
him to come along with 
her but he refused, say-
ing ‘I am a true Indian 
I won’t leave my coun-
try’. such was his patri-
otism.”

Datt played along-
side greats like the late 
trio of Balbir singh sr, 
Leslie Claudius, and 
Jaswant singh Rajput 
among others. His de-
mise marked the end of 
a glorious era in Indian 
hockey’s history.

“I didn’t play along-
side him but played 
against him in many 
domestic tournaments. 
He was one of our he-
roes growing up who 
inspired me to take up 
hockey seriously,” Gur-
bux said.

A formidable half-
back, he was a part of 

India’s historic feat 
at the 1948 Olympics 
where the country beat 
home team Britain 4-0 
at the Wembley stadi-
um in London to win 
the first gold Indepen-
dence.

Before the 1948 
Olympics, Datt toured 
East Africa under the 
leadership of the icon-
ic Major Dhyan Chand 
in 1947.

Datt was also a part 
of the Indian team 
at the 1952 Helsin-
ki Games, where they 
beat Netherlands 6-1 
in the summit clash to 
become the Olympic 
champions for the fifth 
consecutive time.

While he was a right 
back in the 1948 Olym-
pics, in 1952 he took 
the role of a centre half.

Datt would have 
been a triple Olym-
pic gold-medallist but 
he couldn’t play in 
the 1956 Melbourne 
Games for lack of leave 
approval from his em-
ployers.

“Datt used to work 
for British tea trad-
ing and manufacturing 
company Brooke Bond 
as a tea taster. He was 
a certain selection for 
the 1956 Olympics team 
but he couldn’t go as his 
company denied him 

leave,” Gurbux recollect-
ed.

In the domestic are-
na, Datt was the cap-
tain of the Mohun Ba-
gan hockey squad from 
1951-1953 and again 
between 1957 and 
1958.

He won the hock-
ey league six times and 
Beighton Cup three 
times in a span of 10 
years during his time 
with Bagan.

He was conferred with 
the Mohun Bagan Ratna 
award in 2019, becoming 
the first non-footballer re-
cipient of the honour.

An aggressive competi-
tor on the field, Datt was a 
simple and naive man off 
the pitch, according to Gur-
bux, who knew him closely

“He was very aggressive 
on the field but you can’t 
imagine how soft spoken 
and naive he was after the 
match. He had invest-
ed all his earnings 30-
40 years back in a tea 
manufacturing business 
with his friends only to 
lose all his money,” Gur-
bux said.

such was his aura 
that the crowd used to 
give him standing ova-
tions whenever took the 
pitch in domestic tour-
naments.

“I first saw his aura 
in 1952 on the sidelines 

of the Beighton Cup fi-
nal match between Mo-
hun Bagan and Banga-
lore-based Hindustan 
Aircraft when the jam-
packed crowd gave him 
a standing ovation the 
moment he entered the 
field,” a former Mohun 
Bagan player said.

Talent was in abun-
dance in Datt as not just 
hockey, he excelled in 
badminton too. He won 
the Bengal state badmin-
ton championship thrice 
during his hey days.

His former Bengal 
teammate in both the 
sports, Kumaresh sen, 
recalled, “He won the sin-
gles, doubles and mixed 
doubles title. He had the 
height advantage and 
had powerful smashes.”

And he hated losing.
Datt had challenged 

legendary shuttler 
George Lewis, the first 
player to win 10 Indian 
national titles between 
1936 and 1949.

“...as fate would have 
it, our hockey hero lost 
in straight sets. Normal-
ly, Datt would talk less 
even after a losing but 
this time he went up to 
him (Lewis) and asked 
him you come to hock-
ey field I will teach you 
a lesson there’. I can’t 
forget that,” sen remem-
bered.

Ex-Madrid captain Sergio Ramos 
signs 2-year deal with PSG

pARIs (Ap): Obsessed 
with winning the Cham-
pions League, Paris 
saint-Germain added 
precious experience to 
its squad by recruiting 
former Real Madrid cap-
tain sergio Ramos on 
Thursday.

The 35-year-old Ra-
mos signed a two-year 
deal with PsG after Ma-
drid preferred not to 
renew his contract last 
month.

Ramos was with the 
spanish powerhouse 
since arriving from se-
villa in 2005 when he 
was 19. The central de-
fender helped the club 
win 22 titles, including 
four Champions Leagues 
and five Spanish leagues. 
His 93rd-minute header 
helped secure Madrid 
the European trophy in 
2014.

“This is a big change 
in my life, a new chal-
lenge and it’s a day I will 
never forget,” Ramos 
said.

“Paris saint-Germain 
is a club that has already 
proven itself at the high-
est level. I want to con-
tinue to grow and im-
prove at Paris and help 
the team to win as many 
trophies as possible.”

Ramos scored 101 
goals in 671 matches 
with Madrid. He was left 
off spain’s squad for the 
European Championship 
after playing sparingly 
this season because of 
knee and muscle inju-

ries. It was the first ma-
jor tournament Ramos 
missed since he began 
playing with the senior 
squad in 2005.

He was a member of 
the spain team that won 
an unprecedented title 
hat trick at Euro 2008, 
the 2010 World Cup and 
Euro 2012.

PsG has been des-
perate to win Europe’s 
biggest trophy since 
Qatari owners QsI took 
over a decade ago. The 
club has achieved con-
siderable progress on the 
continent’s biggest stage, 
reaching the Champions 
League final last year. It 
lost in the semifinals to 
Manchester City this sea-
son.

“sergio is a complete 
footballer, one of the best 
defenders in the history 
of the game. He is a born 
competitor, a leader and 
a true professional. His 
vast experience and am-
bition is in perfect syner-
gy with those of the club,” 
PsG chairman Nasser 
Al-Khelaïfi said.

Ramos is the third 
player bought by PsG 
during the transfer 
window after it also 
secured the services of 
Liverpool midfielder 
Georginio Wijnaldum 
and Inter Milan right 
back Achraf Hakimi. 
PsG is also reportedly 
set to sign Italy goal-
keeper Gianluigi Don-
narumma after the Euro-
pean Championship.

nZ to stage 
nation-wide 
mace tour 
to celebrate 
Wtc victory
AuckLAnd, JuL 7 
(ptI): The victorious 
Black Caps squad will 
carry its ICC World Test 
Championship Mace on 
a week-long, nationwide 
tour of the country, start-
ing July 26, New Zealand 
Cricket (NZC) said on 
Wednesday.

Kane Williamson and 
company won the inau-
gural WTC final, beating 
India by eight wickets in 
southampton in a thrill-
ing contest last month.

The tour is set to start 
in Whangarei on July 26 
and will cover Auckland, 
Tauranga, Hamilton, 
New Plymouth, Palmer-
ston North, Wellington, 
Christchurch, Dunedin 
and Invercargill through-
out the week so that 
members of the public 
have an opportunity to 
be photographed with 
the unique trophy and 
collect autographs and a 
team poster.

“It’s quickly become 
apparent that Kiwis 
want an opportunity 
to be part of, and to 
share in this histor-
ic achievement,” NZC 
chief executive David 
White said.

“We’ve been inun-
dated with requests to 
do something so that 
New Zealanders can 
join in with the team and 
share the moment.

“At first, we thought 
the time-out in man-
aged isolation and the 
length of time since the 
win would dampen en-
thusiasm for a public 
celebration, but we 
have been persuaded 
to think again,” he said.

The nationwide 
tour will involve se-
lected players and sup-
port staff assembling 
at each of the cities on 
the route, starting with 
a small group includ-
ing Tim southee at his 
home town of Whanga-
rei.

“It’s a great way to 
give back to the fans 
that’ve supported us - 
not only the last couple 
of years through the 
Test Championship but 
for a long time,” south-
ee said.

“For some of these 
smaller places that 
don’t get a lot of inter-
national cricket or see 
a lot of cricketers, it’s 
a great chance to go 
back to those smaller 
town...I know grow-
ing up in a small town, 
anytime there’s some-
thing special like that, 
it’s always a great oc-
casion.

“Hopefully, we can 
give back and hope-
fully give kids a bit of 
future hope of future 
cricketers,” he added.

Will sommerville, 
Jeet Raval and Todd As-
tle - all of whom were 
involved in the WTC 
campaign despite not 
being in England for 
the final, will also be 
part of the tour.

The trio will re-
ceive their winners 
medals retrospective-
ly.

The Black Caps 
squad and support 
staff are currently in 
managed isolation 
and will be released 
on saturday.

White said it was 
essential they were 
allowed to spend 
some time with their 
families and friends 
before the trophy tour.

With suns’ stars rolling, Bucks 
must be better in nBA Finals

phoenIX (Ap): At their 
best, the Phoenix suns 
have three players who 
can take over a game.

There’s Chris Paul 
and Devin Booker, break-
ing down defenses from 
the backcourt. Deandre 
Ayton has been a beast 
on the backboards and 
almost automatic as a 
shooter.

When all three are 
rolling the way they were 
in Game 1 of the NBA 
Finals, it’s easy to see 
why this could finally be 
the suns’ championship 
chance.

“We have a real team,” 
Paul said Wednesday, 
“like a team where you 
can’t just key on one guy 
or two guys.”

The Milwaukee Bucks 
are supposed to have the 
same formula.

Yet just when Giannis 
Antetokounmpo came back, 
Jrue Holiday’s game went 
away. And if the Bucks are go-
ing to even the series Thurs-
day night — and certainly 
if they have any hopes of 
winning it -- they can’t afford 
bad nights from those two or 
Khris Middleton.

“I think in that per-
fect, ideal world, all three 
guys are hitting and 
clicking and everything 
is perfect,” Milwaukee 
coach Mike Budenholzer 
said. “But I’m guessing if 
you look at any team that 
has three great players 
or three really signifi-
cant players, I bet a lot 
of nights it’s two out of 
three that they’re going 
and playing well.”

Antetokounmpo had 
20 points and 17 re-
bounds in his return to 
the lineup, and it might be 
hard for Milwaukee to ask 
for much more so soon af-
ter a left knee injury that 
looked like it could have 
knocked him out far lon-
ger.

But the Bucks certain-
ly can expect better from 
Holiday, who missed 10 
of his 14 shots and fin-

ished with just 10 points 
in the suns’ 118-105 vic-
tory. And though he’s long 
been regarded as one of 
the NBA’s top defensive 
guards, he wasn’t able to 
limit either Paul or Book-
er — though in fairness, 
maybe nobody could have 
Tuesday.

Holiday said he knows 
what he needs to do offen-
sively.

“Pick my spots to be 
aggressive, and I think 
sometimes it’s gotten me 
in trouble,” Holiday said. “I 
think I’ve got to be aggres-
sive from the beginning 
of the game. sometimes 
it gets just a bit difficult, 
or it’s just a bit different, 
again, because we have 
another ball handler and 
somebody that’s great 
in transition and makes 
plays for others.”

Holiday averaged 26 
points and 11 assists in 
the two victories that 
Antetokounmpo missed 
to end the Eastern Con-
ference finals. He took 
at least 20 shots in both 
games, playing with an ag-
gression without the two-
time MVP that he hasn’t 
always provided with him 
in the postseason.

Budenholzer said that’s 
the challenge of getting 
three players going at once.

“so it’s harder than 
people realize,” he said.

It wasn’t any problem 
for the suns. Paul had 32 
points and nine assists, 
Booker added 27 points 
and six assists, and Ayton 
finished with 22 points and 
19 rebounds.

Paul in particular wore 
the Bucks out in the third 
quarter by exploiting their 
coverage of the pick-and-
roll whenever it ended up 
with a big man such as 
Brook Lopez or Bobby Por-
tis switching out to defend 
him. The crafty and creative 
All-star guard could either 
blow by those players off 
the dribble, or step back 
away from them to launch 
deep jumpers.
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ElseWhere

Iran hosts high-level Afghan 
peace talks as fighting surges

tehRAn, JuL 7 (Ap): 
Iran on Wednesday host-
ed the first significant 
talks in months between 
Taliban and Afghan gov-
ernment representa-
tives, a surprise meeting 
that comes as the Us 
completes its withdraw-
al from Afghanistan and 
districts fall to the Tali-
ban across the country.

The high-level peace 
talks between the war-
ring sides follow months-
old discussions in Qatar 
that have been stalled by 
a diplomatic stalemate 
and escalating violence. 
Even as officials faced 
each other across vast ta-
bles in Tehran and Iran’s 
top diplomat pledged to 
end the crisis, fighting 
surged in Afghanistan’s 
western Badghis prov-
ince.

The Taliban political 
committee, led by chief 
negotiator sher Moham-
mad Abbas stanikzai, 
flew from Doha to Iran’s 
capital to meet Afghan 
government officials, 
including former Vice 
President Younus Qanoo-
ni and others from the 
High Council for National 
Reconciliation.

Iranian Foreign Min-
ister Mohammad Javad 
Zarif greeted the del-
egates, urging them to 
take difficult decisions 

today for the future of 
their country,” state-run 
media reported.

After the failure of 
the Us in Afghanistan, 
Zarif said, Iran stands 
ready to assist the dia-
logue and to resolve the 
current conflicts in the 
country.”

Returning to the in-
ter-Afghan negotiation 
table and committing to 
political solutions is the 
best choice, he added.

But any solution ap-
peared a long way off 
Wednesday as the Tal-
iban offensive, which 
has recently captured 

many districts in the 
country’s north, pushed 
into the western Badghis 
province. The insurgents 
attacked the provincial 
capital of Qala-e-Naw 
from several sides, its 
governor Hasamuddin 
shams said, adding that 
Afghan troops had so far 
managed to push the Tal-
iban fighters back.

From the early hours 
of Wednesday morning, 
battles have raged near 
the provincial police 
headquarters and a Qa-
la-e-Naw army base, said 
Abdul Aziz beg, head of 
the provincial council in 

Badghis.
Videos widely circu-

lated on social media ap-
peared to show Taliban 
fighters speeding into 
the provincial capital 
on motorcycles. Other 
clips show insurgents 
approaching the city’s 
prison and releasing in-
mates. The Associated 
Press could not inde-
pendently verify the au-
thenticity of the footage.

Fawad Aman, the 
Afghan defense minis-
ter’s deputy spokesman, 
claimed that Taliban had 
suffered heavy casualties 
and promised security 

forces would clear the 
city in the coming hours. 
The Taliban have not 
publicly commented on 
the violence in Qala-e-
Naw.

The surge of fighting, 
and the sudden news of 
peace talks in Tehran, 
come at a critical time for 
the war-battered coun-
try.

After a two-decade-
long military campaign, 
the Us military an-
nounced on Tuesday that 
90 per cent of American 
troops and equipment 
had already left the coun-
try, with the drawdown 

set to finish by late Au-
gust.

Last week, US offi-
cials definitively vacated 
the country’s biggest air-
field, Bagram Air Base, 
the epicenter of the war 
to oust the Taliban and 
hunt down the al-Qa-
ida perpetrators of the 
9/11 terrorist attacks on 
America.

The Taliban have 
made relentless terri-
torial wins since April, 
when President Joe 
Biden announced the last 
2,500-3,500 Us soldiers 
and 7,000 allied NATO 
soldiers would depart 
Afghanistan. With their 
victories in northern and 
southern Afghanistan, 
the Taliban are escalat-
ing pressure on provin-
cial cities and gaining 
control of key transpor-
tation routes.

Afghanistan’s uncer-
tain path toward peace 
bears profound con-
sequences for Iran, its 
western neighbour, 
which hosts hundreds 
of thousands of un-
documented Afghans. 
Fears have grown in 
Iran over a wave of Af-
ghans seeking refuge 
in the country, which 
already is struggling to 
stem worsening poverty 
under tough U.s. sanc-
tions.

malaysian pm names a deputy in bid to keep ally’s support
kuala Lumpur, Jul 7 
(Ap): Malaysian Prime 
Minister Muhyiddin Yas-
sin on Wednesday ap-
pointed a lawmaker from 
his allied party as his 
deputy, in what is seen 
as a calculated bid to dis-
suade the largest party in 
his ruling alliance from 
withdrawing its support 
for his leadership.
The announcement came 
just hours ahead of the 
meeting of a top deci-
sion-making body of the 
United Malays National 
Organization, or UMNO, 
which has long been un-
happy at playing second 
fiddle to Muhyiddin’s 
Bersatu party and is ex-
pected to decide whether 
to quit the government.

The prime minister’s 
office named Defense 
Minister Ismail sabri as 
the deputy premier and 
said he will also retain 
his security post. It said 
the appointment will 
help Muhyiddin manage 
the country at a time of 
health and economic cri-
sis.

Muhyiddin took pow-
er in March 2020 after 
initiating the downfall 
of the former reformist 
government that won 
2018 elections. He joined 
hands with UMNO, which 
was ousted in the 2018 

polls, and several small-
er parties to form a gov-
ernment focused on the 
country’s majority ethnic 
Malays.

But Muhyiddin fac-
es strong challenges not 
just from the opposition 
but from UMNO.

Muhyiddin broke 
with tradition by not ap-
pointing a deputy pre-
mier to his Cabinet last 
year but named four se-
nior ministers instead, 
of which two are from 
his own party and Ismail 
who is from UMNO.

Muhyiddin’s office 
said Foreign Minister 
Hishammuddin Hus-

sein will now take over 
Ismail’s post as one of 
the four senior minis-
ters, while retaining his 
diplomatic portfolio. It 
voiced hopes that the 
appointments will unite 
the ruling parties and 
boost the government’s 
strength.

Analysts said Muhy-
iddin has split UMNO by 
appointing second-tier 
leaders to his Cabinet 
and is now reinforc-
ing it with Ismail and 
Hishammuddin’s ap-
pointments. Both these 
two UMNO lawmakers 
are in a camp opposed 
to UMNO leader Ahmad 

Zahid Hamidi.
It could buy Muhyid-

din some time. He’s us-
ing a conquer and divide 
tactic, so that hopefully 
there would not be a con-
sensus at the UMNO su-
preme Council meeting 
tonight to pull out of the 
ruling coalition,” said Oh 
Ei sun, senior fellow at 
the singapore Institute of 
International Affairs.

UMNO’s highest de-
cision-making body ear-
lier this year said the 
party will not work with 
Muhyiddin’s alliance in 
the next general election. 
Its attempt to seek early 
polls has been stymied 

by a worsening coronavi-
rus crisis, with the coun-
try plunged in a second 
national lockdown since 
June 1.

Muhyiddin has 
agreed to let Parliament 
resume July 26, ahead of 
the Aug. 1 expiration of a 
coronavirus emergency 
that has suspended the 
legislature since January. 
Critics slam the emer-

gency as a ruse to help 
him stay in power as sup-
port for his leadership 
cannot be tested with 
Parliament suspended.

Oh said the new Cab-
inet appointments may 
help Muhyiddin avert 
danger for now but not-
ed that UMNO grassroot 
and division leaders had 
been adamant of pulling 
out.

Spanish police arrest 2 for 
migrant tragedy in Atlantic

BARceLonA, JuL 7 
(Ap): spanish police said 
Wednesday that they 
had arrested two people 
for their alleged respon-
sibility in the deaths of 
more than 20 migrants 
who perished last month 
while trying to cross the 
Atlantic Ocean to the Ca-
nary Islands.

Police said in a state-
ment that they detained 
the suspected human 
trafficker and the sus-
pected captain of the 
craft that was reached by 
spanish rescue services 
on June 30 after 13 days 
adrift.

Only 29 people were 
found by rescuers. Police 
believe that between 52-
60 people had boarded 
the boat from its depar-
ture point in Dakhla, a 
coastal town in the ter-
ritory of Western sahara.

Among the dead was 
a 5-year-old girl who 
perished while aboard a 
rescue helicopter before 
it could reach a hospital 
on the spanish islands.

Police investigations 
determined that both the 
trafficker and the captain 
were among those who 
were rescued. They were 
arrested on charges of 
homicide and abetting 
unauthorized immigra-
tion.

Difficulties in track-
ing the small crafts pro-
duce differing statistics, 
but they all indicate that 
the perilous sea route 
from Western Africa to 
the Canary Islands is as 
an increasingly import-

ant entry point for mi-
grants fleeing poverty 
and violence in hopes of 
reaching Europe.

According to spain’s 
Interior Ministry, more 
than 6,900 migrants have 
arrived in the archipela-
go so far this year, com-
pared with 2,700 in the 
same period in 2020.

Fatalities are also on 
the rise.

The U.N.’s Interna-
tional Organization for 
Migration says that at 
least 193 migrants have 
died so far this year try-
ing to reach the spanish 
archipelago.

In 2020, the organ-
isation’s Missing Mi-
grants Project recorded 
a peak of 749 fatalities 
on the route, although it 
received many more re-
ports of shipwrecks that 
it couldn’t verify.

Caminando Fron-
teras, a nongovernmen-
tal organization that 
monitors migration from 
Africa to spain, said that 
their observers have 
confirmed 1,922 dead or 
missing at sea of those 
trying to take the route 
to the Canary Islands.

That is more than the 
1,852 fatalities for the 
same route the aid group 
counted in all of 2020.

Last year was our 
worst year so far for 
deaths but these figures 
are the worst we have 
seen since we started out 
work on the ground in 
2007, Caminando Fron-
teras founder Helena 
Maleno said.

Israel levels West Bank home of palestinian-American suspect
JeRusALem (Ap): Is-
raeli forces on Thursday 
demolished the fami-
ly home of a Palestin-
ian-American man ac-
cused of being involved 
in a deadly attack on Is-
raelis in the West Bank in 
May.

Associated Press vid-
eo footage showed Israe-
li army troops leveling 
the two-story home of 
Muntasser shalaby in the 
village of Turmus Ayya 
with controlled explo-
sions.

Israel says shala-
by carried out a May 2 
drive-by shooting in the 
Israeli-occupied West 
Bank that killed Israeli 
student Yehuda Guetta 
and wounded two oth-
ers. He was arrested days 
after the attack. His wife, 
sanaa shalaby, told the 
AP they were estranged 
for several years and that 
he spent most of his time 
in santa Fe, New Mexico, 
where he had married 
three other women in 
unofficial Islamic cere-

monies. The entire family 
has U.s. citizenship.

The Israeli supreme 
Court upheld the demo-
lition order in a decision 
last month. sanaa and 
her three children had 
been living in the home.

The case drew atten-
tion to Israel’s policy of 
punitive demolitions of 
the homes of Palestin-
ians who attacked Israe-
lis. Israeli officials say 
the demolitions deter fu-
ture attacks, while rights 
groups view them as a 

form of collective pun-
ishment.

The U.s. state Depart-
ment has urged a halt to 
punitive home demolitions.

The U.s. Embassy 
said in a statement that 
it was following reports of 
the home demolition, and 
that all sides should “refrain 
from unilateral steps that 
exacerbate tensions and 
undercut efforts to advance 
a negotiated two-state solu-
tion, this certainly includes 
the punitive demolition of 
Palestinian homes.”
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HEY GIRl! the oscar nominated actress, Jessica chastain gets 
glammed up for the cannes Film Festival, wearing a black Dior gown with ruby 
and diamond jewels by chopard.

Aries:
The truth is, we know. We always know what’s best 
for us and what isn’t. But, we’re in the habit of letting 
both the world and the voice of our small, ego self 
mess with our heads. What you want to instead is tune 
into the wisdom of your body. Take the discomfort and 
queasiness as a sign that the given opportunity is not in 
alignment with your truth. On the other hand, if you are 
experiencing a case of the butterflies, take that leap of 
faith you’ve been resisting for a while now.
TAurus:
Sometimes, two plus two equals four. At other times, 
it’s sum total is 22. Sounds trippy? Well, you haven’t 
seen anything yet! What the cards want you to become 
aware of: the signs and symbols and omens that are 
revealed to you from beyond the veil. The Universe 
has a sense of humour, Taurus, and you’re about to 
experience the giggles first hand.
Gemini:
Let’s talk about stress and anxiety, Gemini. Where do you 
suppose these emotions are stemming from? Could your 
need to obsess over what’s gone be a hindrance to your 
soul’s growth? Remember, both the past and the future are 
an illusion. All you truly have is this moment. So, embrace—
nay, make love—to the now, and in doing so, you will find 
that the demons are beginning to loosen their grip on you.
CAnCer:
You can spend a lifetime debating over who wronged 
whom and why. But your higher self knows there are 

no straight answers to these questions. Everything 
transpired for a reason. A reason that is beyond human 
comprehension. So instead of playing the blame game, 
honour the soul lessons. Be grateful for all the ways in 
which your past experiences transformed you and made 
you a better person. This will help you recognise that 
things are neither good, nor bad. They simply are.
Leo:
There are no shortcuts, Leo. No magic formula that 
will take you directly to the desired destination within 
seconds. So, hold the long-term vision in mind’s eye 
as you continue to hustle. Yes, this requires you to 
look beyond the current fluctuations in the physical 
landscape. Remember, silencing the voice of the inner 
critic is just as important. In the words of Sophia Bush: 
“You’re allowed to be both a masterpiece and a work-
in-progress simultaneously.”
VirGo:
The eclipse season drama is about to get wilder, Virgo, 
and you’re going to be presented with a front row 
ticket. At any point of time, you will have two options: 
to watch the show with mild interest or allow the others 
to lower your vibration. We sure hope you will stay 
in your centre and act in alignment with your highest 
good today.
LibrA:
There are times to take a laid-back approach, and allow 
things to transpire at their own pace. But, now is *not* 
such a time in your life, Libra. What you are being 

called to do is embrace that go-getter within you, the 
one who believes the impossible is possible. At the 
same time, do not give into the illusion that you have 
to build everything single-handedly. The Universe is 
aligning you with fellow warriors—warriors who are 
just as invested in the mission as you are.
sCorpio:
We tend to glorify romantic relationships endlessly. In 
doing so, we forget the real heroes who show up for 
us—unconditionally—every single day. Today, you’re 
being asked to visualise your soul connections in the 
form of a circle of trust as you send them waves and 
waves of love across the multiverse. This includes 
not just your closest friends and family members, 
but coworkers, neighbours, acquaintances, employees 
and pets too. They all bring a unique flavour to your 
existence, Scorpio, a unique flavour that makes your 
life oh-so-luscious.
sAGiTTArius:
It’s not just about what you say, but about how you say it 
too. Tap into the gift of the gab, Sagittarius. Make a strong 
case for what you stand for and how you would have 
liked to be supported. The right dose of assertiveness and 
compassion will help you make an impact on the other 
person. Remember, the divine plan is perfect and without 
a flaw. There is a reason your paths have crossed again.
CApriCorn:
Often, we start off with a certain idea. However, as 
we go along, the given idea no longer makes sense to 

us. It’s okay to experience disillusionment. It’s okay 
to have a foolproof plan at hand. Instead of running 
away from this feeling, sit down with it and pour it a 
cup of tea. What you will realise in the process is that 
you have grown in different ways since you first started 
walking this path, and that you need to reassess and 
revise a few things.
AquArius:
Aquarius, are you holding on when the Universe is 
asking you to let go? We repeat: Are you holding on 
when the Universe is asking you to let go? It’s time to 
loosen the grip on your past, beautiful. To assess all the 
ways in which you could be limiting your own growth. 
Start by clearing out the clutter from a time long gone, 
and physical reminders that bear testimony to the good 
memories too. Remembering that what you’re making 
space for is far more precious than what you’re leaving 
behind will help you power through the chaos.
pisCes:
“Imagine all the people, livin’ life in peace. You 
may say I’m a dreamer, but I’m not the only one. 
I hope that someday you’ll join us and the world 
will live as one.” Friday finds you humming John 
Lennon’s classic and moonlighting as a conduit for 
hope and peace. Despite the fluctuations in your 
current reality, you are convinced that humanity is 
transitioning from the dark ages, and that we, as 
a collective, will witness the light. As always, the 
change begins with you, Pisces.

The
Big Pic

A leader in crisis, actor par excellence: 
sharmila tagore remembers dilip kumar

mumBAI, JuL 7 (ptI): Veteran actor 
sharmila Tagore says her fondest memo-
ries of Dilip Kumar are from the icon’s off-
screen personality: an actor who wasn’t 
limited by his stardom to stand with those 
in need.
Born as Yousuf Khan in Peshawar, now in 
Pakistani, the 98-year-old actor passed 
away on Wednesday due to prolonged ill-
ness.
Tagore, who worked with Kumar in the 
1972 BR Chopra thriller “Dastaan” said 
the actor was forthright in setting up char-
ity events and leading from the front every 
time the industry needed to band together 
during a crisis.
“At that time, the industry was so close 
knit, that every time there was any earth-
quake, drought, a calamity or any crisis, 
the industry got together and raised mon-
ey. I remember Yousuf sahab taking a lead 
role in all these activities. He was like a 
leader.

“so many times we would meet at his 

house, all the big stars including Rajendra 
Kumar, Dharmendra, shashi Kapoor, sadh-
na... He would preside over the meetings. 
We would automatically listen to him. He 
had that command,” Tagore told PTI.

Tagore said the industry didn’t respect 
Kumar simply out of an obligation owing 
to his stardom. There was a genuine admi-
ration for his “volume of work.”

He could create magic on screen with 
the same ease he could organise an all-star 
cricket match for charity. Kumar, as Tagore 
said, was a man who “could do it all.”

Tagore recalled how she still has pic-
tures from one of the charity cricket 
matches organised by Kumar, in which her 
late husband Mansoor Ali Khan Pataudi 
did the umpiring.

“I remember when we were doing 
‘Dastaan’, there was an indoor badmin-
ton court behind BR Chopra’s house. He 
would play there. Once I tried to play with 
him but he was so much better! He could 
play chess, badminton, was interested in 

cricket. He had a lot to talk about beyond 
acting.”

The 76-year-old actor’s first meeting 
with Kumar was in the early 60s, after 
she moved to Mumbai to film her Hindi 
debut, “Kashmir Ki Kali”. Kumar was 
the “first star” Tagore adored.

“He was such a legend. I was so 
keen to go and see him. Luckily, I met 
his sister saeeda and became friends. 
One day she took me to meet him. We 
met at his house and he told me he 
had seen my satyajit Ray films and 
found me very good in the films.

“I was tongue tied! In the car, I 
had rehearsed so much of what all 
I would tell him but at that time, I 
could not say anything. He spoke in 
English and Urdu and I just sat like a 
fan. He wished me luck, told me that Bol-
lywood is a wonderful industry, acting 
a wonderful profession. ‘I am so happy 
you’re a part of it,’ he had told me,” the 
actor recalled.

A decade later, when Tagore got the op-
portunity to work with him as a co-star in 
“Dastaan”, even the limited screen time in 

the film could not stop her to take up the 
project.

“I had a small role in the film but I did it 
only because I would get a chance to work 
with him. When Chopra sahab asked me 
for the film, I told him ‘I am not even look-
ing at the script.’

“Yusuf sahab was extremely kind, gen-
erous. When I s Johar (actor) would talk 
to me about my pronunciation, Yusuf sa-
hab would say, ‘No, there’s nothing wrong. 
she’s speaking her lines quite well.’ He was 
the best we had seen on-screen. An actor 
par excellence.”

Tagore said Kumar had an earnest ap-
proach towards his craft, never treating 
acting as a money-minting profession.

“He did one film at a time, when most 
of us were working on four-five films. 
Money was not that important to him as 
his roles. He was very particular about his 
characters and went into every detail. His 
performances still remain relevant. No-
body can imitate that.

kylie Jenner And stormi Are two Birds of a 
Feather With this unexpected nickname

Kylie Jenner proved she 
and Stormi Webster flock 

together. The cosmetics cre-
ator is really embracing this 
unique pet name for her 
3-year-old daughter.
It’s nearly impossible to 
imagine Kylie Jenner calling 
her daughter anything oth-
er than “stormi” or “stormi 
baby” in her iconic sing-
songy tone.

But, apparently, the bil-
lionaire has another nick-
name for 3-year-old stormi 
Webster that she’s kept un-
der the radar for a while—
and it proves she’s totally 
taken stormi under her wing.

Kylie, 23, revealed the pet 
name while giving fans an in-
side look at their cozy movie 
night on her Instagram story 
on July 7. The clips showed 
her and her daughter, whom 
she shares with Travis scott, 
in bed as they watched The 
Boss Baby: Family Business.

“so, I had a long shoot 
day today. Now, we’re in bed 
before 6 p.m. In my pajamas, 
face washed, ready to go,” 
Kylie told her nearly 250 mil-
lion followers, before teasing 
the re-launch of Kylie Cos-

metics on July 15.
In the background, little 

stormi had her eyes on the 
animated Alec Baldwin mov-
ie. 

“she doesn’t wanna be 
filmed,” Kylie whispered, be-
fore addressing her babe di-
rectly. “Goosey?” she called 
out. “Goose? stormi? storm? 
I love you,” Kylie told her. 
stormi didn’t seem too in-
terested in the on-camera 
moment, as she rubbed her 
eyes and kept them glued to 
the TV screen without saying 
a word.

Kylie kept trying, with in-
creasing volume, “I love you! 
I love you! sTORMI! I LOVE 
YOU!” Finally, the adorable 
toddler softly responded, 
“Love you too, mommy.” 

Who knows how Kylie 
chose the name “Goose” for 
her little girl, but it seems the 
nickname goes all the way 
back to last April.  

While isolating at home 
during the start of the pan-
demic, the Keeping Up With 
the Kardashians star shared 
a video of the pair and wrote, 
“new name... mommy goose.” 
One month later, the duo used 

their code names again, as Ky-
lie told her, “I love you, baby 
goose,” and stormi replied, “I 
love you, mommy goose.”

It’s obvious stormi has 
taken to the endearment like 
a duck to water. 

Lately, it seems dad Tra-
vis has been spending more 
time with their flock. The 
rapper, 29, joined Kylie and 
stormi for their Fourth of 
July festivities at Lake Coeur 

D’Alene in Idaho last week-
end. And, if rumor has it, the 
former couple reconciled af-
ter they attended the 2021 
Parsons Benefit together last 
month (Goosey included).

At the event, Travis 
shouted out his “wifey” and 
daughter, with a source lat-
er telling E! News that “they 
are romantic again and seem 
very happy with the direc-
tion they are headed.”

nick cannon defends Welcoming Four children Within Just a Year

While some can be quick to cri-
tique, father-of-seven Nick 

Cannon assured fans that his kids 
were conceived “on purpose.”
Nick Cannon isn’t letting anyone 
dad-shame him.

On the July 7 installment of 
Nick’s Power 106 Los Angeles radio 
show, City Girls rapper JT (née Jat-
avia shakara Johnson) jokingly ad-
vised that Nick should “wrap it up,” 
to which he asked for clarification. 
Jatavia replied, “Wrap it up and 
protect yourself,” meaning, wear 
a condom to prevent unintended 

pregnancies. 
“I’m having these kids on purpose,” 

Nick responded. “I don’t have no acci-
dent!”

The 40-year-old Masked singer 
host reportedly welcomed his sev-
enth child on June 23, per his rumored 
girlfriend Alyssa scott’s July 3 birth 
announcement. Prior to Alyssa giving 
birth, Nick become a father to three 
additional children within the past 
year. 

“Trust me, there’s a lot of people I 
could’ve gotten pregnant that I didn’t,” 
he assured on the radio show. “The 

ones that got pregnant are the ones 
that were supposed to get pregnant.”

“You only live once,” he added.
In addition to his reported baby with 

Alyssa, Nick has six other kids: Powerful 
Queen Cannon, 7 months, Golden Can-
non, 4, 1-month-old twins Zion Mixolyd-
ian Cannon and Zillion Heir Cannon, and 
10-year-old twins Moroccan Cannon 
and Monroe Cannon.

Brittany Bell is the mother of Power-
ful and Golden, Abby De La Rosa is Zion 
and Zillion’s mom and Mariah Carey is 
a parent to Nick’s oldest two, Moroccan 
and Monroe.


