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SDF accuses SKM of Sikkim-
Darj merger plans

PARTY WANTS BY-ELECTIONS UNDER PRESIDENT’S RULE
NITESh R PRADhAN 
Gangtok, 28 July:

Sikkim Democratic 
Front today accused 

SKM president, Chief 
Minister PS Tamang, of 
being the “main agent” 
promoting the Sik-
kim-Darjeeling merg-
er idea and highlighted 
some past incidents and 
latest developments to ar-
gue that there was a sub-
stantial body of evidence 
to establish this inclina-
tion of the Chief Minister.

The party has also 
contended that there was 
a Constitutional crisis in 
the State with a minori-
ty government in office, 
headed by a person who 
is disqualified from hold-
ing any constitutional 
posts and which is now 
going to present an “ille-
gal” budget. 

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 
SDF spokesperson, MK 
Subba, lashed out against 
the SKM government, 
accusing it of distracting 
the people with noise 
even as it covertly con-

spires to promote the 
Sikkim-Darjeeling idea.

He also suggested 
that the dispensation 
in Delhi too was keen 
on such a merger and 
warned today that the 
SDF will oppose any such 
moves with all its might.

Mr Subba pointed 
out that Gorkha Rash-
triya Congress, a Dar-
jeeling-based political 

party lobbying for Sik-
kim-Darjeeling merger, 
had recently confirmed 
at a press conference in 
Kurseong that it had sub-
mitted a memorandum 
on the merger to Mr Ta-
mang when he was still a 
Minister in the SDF Gov-
ernment in the past.

SDF, he pointed out, 
was always opposed to 
the merger proposal and 

kept its distance from 
the issue even as it con-
demned the proposal. Mr 
Tamang, however, met 
with the proponents of the 
merger and this should be 
seen as tacit support.

Mr Subba added that 
the recent appointment 
of Prof Mahendra P Lama 
as the Chief Econom-
ic Advisor to the Gov-
ernment of Sikkim also 

reinforced the support 
SKM has for the merger 
proposal since Prof Lama 
has been a promoter of 
the merger idea.

SDF spokersperson, 
Avinash Yakha, add-
ed that Prof Lama has 
also promoted the idea 
of Sikkim-Darjeeling 
merger in his writings 
for regional papers and 
added that now that he 
has been appointed to 
advise the State Govern-
ment on myriad issues, 
this proposal is bound to 
get more traction. This 
merger was always a hid-
den agenda of the SKM, 
and now that it is office, 
the party was staffing it-
self with merger sympa-
thizers, he said.

The SDF, they reiterat-
ed, will continue to oppose 
and thwart any such moves.

Mr Subba also reiter-
ated SDF’s position that 
since SKM was reduced 
to a minority on the 
Legislative Assembly, its 
continuing in office was 
against the Constitution of 
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Odisha’s sand artist wins People’s Choice Award in US

Floods, landslides claim 
113 lives in Nepal

ShIRISh B PRADhAN
Kathmandu, Jul 28 (PTI): Floods and 
landslides triggered by incessant mon-
soon rains across Nepal have claimed at 
least 113 lives while 38 people are still 
missing, officials said Sunday.

Parts of central and southern Nepal 
including some areas of Kathmandu 
valley have been inundated due to in-
cessant rains since last two weeks.

At least 113 people were killed and 
67 others injured in the rain induced 
disasters in this monsoon, Home Minis-
try officials said. At least 38 people have 

gone missing in the latest incidents of 
landslide and floods across Nepal.

The rain induced disasters have 
affected 67 out of total 77 districts of 
the country.

The government has mobilised 
army and police personnel for res-
cue works.

With the situation remaining grim, 
Nepal has appealed to the international 
agencies for help to prevent the possi-
ble water-borne diseases and to ensure 
proper health services to the tens of 
thousands of people affected.

YOShITA SINgh
New York, Jul 28 (PTI): Renowned 
Indian sand artist and Padma Awardee 
Sudarsan Pattnaik has won the People’s 
Choice Award at a prestigious sand 
sculpting festival in the US, wowing the 
American public with his sculpture that 
highlighted the message of combating 
plastic pollution in oceans.

Pattnaik was among the 15 top sand 
artists selected from across the world 
to participate in the 2019 Revere Beach 
International Sand Sculpting Festival 
in Boston, Massachusetts. He won the 
People’s Choice Award for his sand 
sculpture ‘Stop Plastic Pollution, Save 
Our Ocean’.

“This is a very big award and honour 
for me in the US. This award is for India, 
which is also doing a great deal to beat 

plastic pollution” and raise awareness 
on this very important matter,” Pattnaik 
told PTI over phone from Boston.

The award-winning sculpture 
showed a turtle caught in a plastic 
bag and a fish with plastic trash such 
as slippers, bottles and glass inside 

its body. The tail of the fish is in the 
mouth of a human, signifying how 
plastic pollution in the oceans is ad-
versely impacting human beings also 
when they consume sea food.

“Thousands of people voting for my 
sculpture that highlights the problem 
of plastic pollution underscores that 
the public too is concerned about our 
oceans getting polluted and supports 
the urgent need to take action to save 
our oceans and planet,” said Pattnaik, 
who is known to convey social messag-
es and themes through his art.

Amid loud cheers and applause, 
Pattnaik received the People’s Choice 
medal from Revere Beach Partnership 
Board Member Adrienne Sacco-Magu-
ire during an award ceremony.

The Odisha-native said that through 

his sculpture he wants to highlight that 
human activity is destroying the oceans 
and humans are also getting impacted 
by polluted waterways as they con-
sume food from the sea and rivers.

Describing the award as very spe-
cial , Pattnaik said, “this award is not 
only for me but for the people. This is a 
public awareness sculpture. Those who 
have voted for my sculpture have voted 
for action on plastic pollution.”

Several Indians also showed up at 
the festival with the Indian tricolour 
and extended their support for Pat-
tnaik, who expressed gratitude to the 
Indian Consulate General in New York 
and its officials for their support.

Congratulating Pattnaik on the win, 
India’s Consul General in New York 
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himalayan states demand green 
bonus, separate ministry

SLYA organises Lepcha language 
literary competition

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 28 Jul:

A State-Level Lepcha 
Language Literary 

Competition was organ-
ised by Sikkim Lepcha 
Youth Association at the 
Primitive Tribe Girls Hos-
tel here at Burtuk on 27 
July with HRDD Minister 
Kunga Nima Lepcha as 
chief guest and Padmashri 
Keepu Tshering Lepcha as 
guest of honour. 

The competition was 
held in three categories - 
Essay, Poetry and Extem-

pore – among students 
of various government 
and private schools from 
across the State. 

The competition was 
evaluated by a jury com-
prising of Ugen Shipmoo, 
President, Sikkim Lepcha 
Literary Organisation, 
NT Lepcha, Assistant 
Professor, Sikkim Univer-
sity, Kachyo Lepcha, Post 
Graduate Teacher, Push-
pa Choden Lepcha, Assis-
tant Professor, NBBDC, 
and Dikit Lepcha, Post 
Graduate Teacher.

In the poetry compe-
tition, Lyangrip Lepcha 
from St Xavier School, 
Leedamit Lepcha from 
Gor Secondary School and 
Sangchungma Lepcha from 
Mangan Senior Secondary 
School stood first, second 
and third respectively. 

In Essay writing, 
Mikmar Ookmoo Lepcha 
from PNG School, Sonam 
Choda Lepcha from En-
chey Senior Secondary 
School and Pajore Lep-
cha, Tashiding Senior
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Mussoorie (U’khand), 
Jul 28 (PTI): The Hima-
layan states on Sunday 
came together at a con-
clave here to demand a 
separate Union minis-
try to deal with prob-
lems endemic to them 
and a green bonus in 
recognition of their con-
tribution to environment 
conservation.

The twin demands 
formed part of a common 
agenda of the Himalayan 
states and a proposal in 
this regard was handed 
over to Union Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sitha-
raman at the end of the 
conclave, Uttarakhand 
Chief Minister Trivendra 
Singh Rawat told report-
ers after the event.

Sitharaman inaugu-
rated the one-day Hima-
layan conclave held here 
on Sunday.

Chief ministers and 
representatives of the Hi-
malayan states -- Jammu 
and Kashmir, Uttarakah-
and, Himachal Pradesh, 
Sikkim, Arunachal 
Pradesh, Meghalaya, 
Nagalaland, Tripura, 
Mizoram and Manipur -- 

took part in the conclave. 
The only absence was of 
Assam, which has been 
ravaged by the floods.

It is for the first 
time that the Himalayan 
states have come on a 
single platform to take 
a unanimous stand on 
the issue of green bonus 
and a separate ministry 
to deal with problems 
unique to them.

Explaining the ratio-
nale behind the demand 
for a green bonus, Rawat 
said most of the coun-
try’s rivers originate 
in the Himalayas and 
therefore the states have 
to play the most signif-
icant role in the prime 
minister’s water conser-
vation initiative.

He said it was also 
necessary because the 
Himalayan states’ con-
tribution to environ-
mental conservation 
was the biggest with 
their green cover.

The states were also 
at a disadvantage be-
cause large swathes of 
land fell into ecosensitive 
zones where all sorts of 
development activities 

could not be carried out, 
Rawat said. A green bo-
nus thus is needed to 
compensate the Hima-
layan states for their dis-
advantages, he added.

Himachal Pradesh 
Chief Minister Jai Ram 
Thakur, Meghalaya CM 
Conrad Kongkal Sangma, 
Nagaland CM Neiphiu 
Rio, Arunachal Pradesh 
Deputy CM Chowna 
Mein, Mizoram minister 
T J Lalnuntluanga and 
Tripura minister Manoj 
Kanti Deb, along with 
senior officials from 
other states and the 
Centre were present in 
the conference.

Chairman of the 15th 
Finance Commission N 
K Singh, NITI Aayog Vice 
Chairman Rajiv Kumar, 
Secretary, Department 
of Drinking Water and 
Sanitation, Ministry of Jal 
Shakti, Parameswaran 
Iyer, member, Nation-
al Disaster Manage-
ment Authority, Kamal 
Kishore, and professor 
at Indian Institute of 
Forest Management 
Madhu Verma, also at-
tended the conclave.

Death toll in Assam 
floods reaches 82

Dalits protest after sanitation 
workers not allowed to 

drink water from temple
Muzaffarnagar (UP), 
Jul 28 (PTI): Several 
Dalits have staged a pro-
test after some sanitation 
workers were allegedly 
not allowed to drink wa-
ter from a temple in Uttar 
Pradesh’s Shamli district, 
police said on Sunday.

The workers were 
cleaning a drain outside 
the temple in Thana Bha-
wan town on Saturday. 
The priest refused to al-

low them to take water 
from a handpump inside 
the temple and closed 
the door, an officer said.

Several people be-
longing to the Valmiki 
caste staged a demon-
stration and demanded 
registration of an FIR 
against the priest. Police 
reached the spot and 
pacified the crowd by as-
suring an investigation, 
the officer said.

Guwahati, Jul 28 (PTI): 
The flood situation in As-
sam remained grim with 
the toll touching 82 on 
Sunday, following the 
death of one more per-
son in Barpeta district.

A population of 21.68 
lakh of 1,716 villages in 56 
revenue circles of the state 
is affected by the deluge.

Besides Barpeta, the 
17 other affected dis-
tricts are Dhemaji, Sonit-
pur, Darrang, Baksa, Nal-
bari, Chirang, Bongaiga-
on, Kokrajhar, Dhubri, 
Goalpara, Kamrup, Kam-
rup (M), Morigaon, Naga-
on, Golaghat, Jorhat and 
Cachar, the Assam State 
Disaster Management 

Authority (ASDMA) said.
At present, 615 relief 

camps, sheltering over 
99,000 people, are being 
operated in 12 districts.

Forty-nine relief dis-
tribution centres are be-
ing run in five districts, 
the ASDMA said.

The rivers flowing 
at the danger level are 
the Brahmaputra at Nea-
matighat (Jorhat) and 
Dhubri, the Desang at Nan-
gamuraghat (Sivasagar), the 
Jia Bharali at N T Road Cross-
ing (Sonitpur), the Puthi-
mari at NH Road crossing 
(Kamrup), the Beki at Road 
Bridge (Barpeta) and the 
Kushiara at Karimganj 
(Karimganj), it said.
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Classifieds

UrGeNTlY reqUIred: 
Urgent Recruitment for a waiter 

with atleast 3 years experience and 
one kitchen helper. Contact: Hotel 

Paramount, Dentam, West Sik-
kim- 9735909625 / 8348285444

WANTED 
HOUSEKEEPER/BABYSITTER . 

Contact:  9933443442/9800500696.
gENERAL INFORMATION

This is for general information of all concerned 
that Hotel Parasol Residency, Panihouse, Deorali 
East Sikkim shall remain closed for a period of 
six months for carrying out necessary repairs. 
All concerned tour operators and clients are 
requested to refrain from booking or deal with 
any sort with regard to Hotel Parasol Residency, 
Panihouse, Deorali, East Sikkim.

Mr. Subash Lama
Proprietor

Hotel Parasol Residency,
 Panihouse, Deorali, East Sikkim

Four & half Storied building on SALE, behind Hotel 
Agarwal at Pani House, Gangtok, East Sikkim. In-
terested parties may also buy flats – 2 flats – 1650 
sq.ft , 1 Flat – 1186 sq.ft & 1 Flat on top (1 & half)- 
3000 sq.ft. Contact: -9434751150

LOST
Lost Admit card bearing Roll. No:3159095, Name: 
Palmu Tamang, Father’s Name: Deepak Tamang, 
Mother: Parshis Lamu Tamang, School: New Light 
Acadeny, Namchi South Sikkim.

If any body found please contact 9733468433 

India. SKM currently has 16 MLAs  in the 32-member 
Assembly, and since it has also appointed the Speak-
er, it has an effective strength of 15 in the floor of the 
House, he explained.

“This minority government continues in office 
without a floor test and to register our protest against 
this and the continuing of Mr Tamang as chief minister 
despite being disqualified from even contesting elec-
tions, SDF will be boycotting the upcoming Budget Ses-
sion,” he announced.

He also informed that the party has written to the 
Governor highlighting this issue and requesting him 
to update the President of India according and impose 
President’s Rule in Sikkim until the by-elections. With 
three constituencies going to bypolls, the make-up of 
the Assembly could change. Of the 29  MLAs in the 
House, SKM has 16 and SDF 13.

Returning to the appointment of Prof Lama as the 
chief economic adviser, the SDF spokespersons ac-
cused the SKM of double-speak on local protection, 
pointing out that the same party had raised a stink 
when a non-local was appointed to a mid-level post 
by the SDF government and was now appointing a 
tainted person to a Cabinet status post.

Prof Lama, they pointed out, is facing sexual ha-
rassment charges and has been accused of ignoring 
local interests blatantly when he was serving here as 
the Vice Chancellor of Sikkim University.

They also reminded SKM that its leaders TN 
Dhakal and Shiva Kumar Timsina had spoken strongly 
against Prof Lama in the past and appear to forgotten 
all that now.

The SDF spokespersons also came down heavily 
on Chief Secretary AK Shrivastava whom they likened 
to an SKM youth leader eager to please his political 
bosses.

They condemned the recent circular issued by the 
Chief Secretary to all Heads of Departments directing 
them not to endorse requests to extend services of 
temporary employees upon the completion of their 
tenures.

“We demand the immediate withdrawal of the no-
tification,” they said.

They stressed that all temporary employees of the 
State Government were people who needed such em-
ployment and rued that instead of regularizing their 
services as it had promised to do in its election mani-
festo, SKM was indulging in revenge politics by want-
ing to remove them just because they were appointed 
by the SDF government.

They have also demanded that grants and benefits 
to the public be released through elected panchayats 
and not by committees of the SKM party.

Further they have asked the government to imme-
diately release all the remaining grants alloted by the 
previous SDF government to the people and not play 
vindictive politics.

SDF accuses...

Secondary School stood first, second 
and third respectively while in Ex-
tempore competition, Palden Lepcha 
from Tadong Senior Secondary School, 
Chumkit Lepcha from St Xavier School 
and Kursongmit Lepcha, Deorali Girls 
Senior Secondary School, took the top 
three positions.

The HRDD Minister expressed deep 
appreciation towards SLYA for organis-
ing the programme and through it com-
memorating the contributions of Late 
General GB Mainwaring in the field of 
Lepcha Literature. 

He acknowledged the contribution 
of various Lepcha personalities for 
their contributions towards Lepcha Lit-
erature. 

Assuring every possible help and 
support to the organisation from the 
State Government, he urged the organ-
isation to work more for the preserva-

tion and enrichment of the Lepcha lan-
guage and literature. 

He also congratulated all the stu-
dents for their participation and appre-
ciated the efforts and hard work of the 
participating Lepcha language school 
teachers.

Padmashri Keepu Tshering Lepcha, 
in her address, spoke about the impor-
tance of mother language and empha-
sized that one should at least develop 
communication-level skills in it. She 
urged the gathering, especially the stu-
dents, to have a clear idea about what 
they were doing and why they were do-
ing it before stepping into anything. 

The event was also addressed by 
many other guests, all of whom appre-
ciated and urged SLYA to hold more 
such programmes for the development 
of the students and the Lepcha lan-
guage and literature.

SLYA organises...

Sandeep Chakravorty said, “we are de-
lighted that our very own Sudarsan has 
won the People’s Choice Award at this 
prestigious world event.”

Chakravorty thanked the Indian 
Community of Greater Boston area and 
all over US for their support, saying the 
theme of Pattnaik’s sculpture Stop Plas-
tic Pollution, Save Our Ocean’ is very 
topical and relevant and has resonated 
with the public. Yet another feather in 
the cap of our genius from the holy City 
of Jagannath Puri.”

Hosted by non-profit organisation 
Revere Beach Partnership, the festival, 
now in its 16th year, ran from July 26-
28 and was attended by close to a mil-
lion people.

One of the largest sand sculpting 
festivals in the world, it sees partic-
ipation from leading sand sculptors 
from around the world. Pattnaik was 
the sole representative from India 
and Asia. Artists from Belgium and 
Canada also won at the prestigious 
championship.

Odisha’s sand...

CM invites Governor to 
address Assembly session

HPO awareness prog 
at Bul-Singtam

Orientation and training 
on Organic Certification 

and Green economy

Gangtok, 28 Jul [IPr]: 
Chief Minister Prem 
Singh Tamang [Golay] 
called on Governor Gan-
ga Prasad this morning 
and invited him to ad-
dress the ensuing Assem-
bly Session starting 29 

July 2019. The Governor 
accepted the invitation 
and consented to address 
the Assembly Session. 
The Chief Minister ex-
pressed his gratitude and 
thanked the Governor for 
his consent.

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 28 Jul:

Heavenly Path Organ-
isation of Bul-Sing-

tam, South Sikkim, 
held an awareness pro-
gramme today seeking to 

convince people to know 
their responsibilities and 
keep their hearts, minds 
and environment clean. 
The programme was fol-
lowed by a plantation 
and cleanliness drive.

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 28 Jul:

An orientation and 
training pro-

gramme on Organic 
Certification and Green 
Economy for field func-
tionaries of Interna-

tional Panaacea Ltd, a 
service provider agen-
cy for Sikkim Organic 
Mission, was held at 
the State Agriculture 
Management Extension 
& Training Institute 
training hall today.

1,400 arrested at Moscow 
election protest: Monitor

Moscow, Jul 28 (AFP): 
Russian police arrested 
almost 1,400 people as 
they gathered in Mos-
cow at the weekend to 
demand open elections, a 
monitor said, the biggest 
crackdown on a rally in 
the country in years.

Some 3,500 people 
took part in the unautho-
rised protest on Satur-
day, according to official 
figures, after authorities 
blocked prominent op-
position candidates from 
taking part in city elec-
tions. The meeting came 
a week after 22,000 took 
to the streets calling on 
authorities to reverse 
their decision ahead of 
the vote. Police used ba-
tons on protesters as 
they tried to gather out-
side city hall on Saturday, 
and AFP reporters at the 
scene saw demonstra-
tors with injuries.

The EU in a statement 
denounced the “dispro-
portionate use of force 
against peaceful protest-
ers,” which it said under-
mined “the fundamental 
freedoms of expression, as-
sociation and assembly”.

Amnesty Interna-
tional also condemned 
what it said was the use 
of excessive force by the 
police. After the rally last 
week investigators raid-

ed the homes and head-
quarters of a number of 
disqualified candidates. 
Top Kremlin critic Alexei 
Navalny was jailed for 30 
days for calling the fresh 
protest.

Several would-be 
candidates were de-
tained before or during 
the meeting on Satur-
day. Among them was 
Ilya Yashin, who called 
for another protest next 
weekend.

OVD-Info, an organi-
sation that monitors pro-
tests, reported Sunday 
that 1,373 people were 
detained. It said this was 

the highest number since 
mass demonstrations in 
2012, when tens of thou-
sands protested Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin’s 
return to the Kremlin 
after four years as prime 
minister.

The new protests 
come amid wider public 
anger over declining liv-
ing standards that has hit 
Putin’s approval ratings.

Elections to Moscow’s 
45-seat legislative body, 
currently controlled by 
the pro-Kremlin United 
Russia party, are due to 
be held in September.

While pro-Kremlin 

candidates enjoy the sup-
port of the state, inde-
pendent candidates say 
they have been made to 
jump through countless 
hoops in order to get on 
the ballot for the city 
polls.

Following pickets 
last week, including out-
side the local election 
commission building, 
investigators said they 
were launching a crim-
inal probe into obstruct-
ing the work of election 
officials.

If found guilty, organ-
isers risk up to five years 
in prison.

Karna Speaker disqualifies 14 
more MLAs ahead of trust vote

Bengaluru, July 28 
(PTI): Karnataka As-
sembly Speaker K R Ra-
mesh Kumar on Sunday 
disqualified 14 more 
rebel MLAs under the 
anti-defection law, an 
action that reduces the 
majority mark in the as-
sembly and pave the way 
for the newly formed 
BJP government to win 
the trust vote smoothly 
on Monday. Eleven Con-
gress MLAs and three 
JDS lawmakers faced the 
axe from the speaker in 
addition to the three dis-
qualified earlier, bringing 
down the majority mark 
to 104, one less than the 
current strength of 105 
of the BJP, which also 
enjoys the support of an 
Independent.

Chief Minister B S 
Yediyurappa, who is set 
to seek the trust vote in 
the assembly, struck a 
confident note, saying 
“On Monday hundred 
per cent I will prove the 
majority.” Kumar pro-
nounced his ruling at a 
hurriedly called news 
conference on the eve of 
the trust vote, two days 
after Yediyurappa took 
the oath as chief minis-
ter but the rebels said 
they would challenge it 
in the Supreme Court. He 
rejected the resignations 
tendered by the MLAs 
and went on to disqualify 
them, allowing petitions 
by the two parties.

With the disqualifi-
cation of 17 rebel MLAs 
--14 from the Congress 
and three from JDS till the 
end of the current term 
in 2023 -- on Sunday, the 
effective strength of the 
224-member assembly 
excluding the Speaker 
who has a casting vote in 
case of a tie, is 207.

The magic figure re-
quired for majority is 
104.

BJP along with the 
support of one indepen-
dent has 106 members, 
Congress 66 (including 
nominated), JD(S) 34 and 
one BSP member, who 
has been expelled by the 
party for not voting for 
the Kumaraswamy gov-
ernment during the trust 
vote on July 23.

The absence of 20 
MLAS -- 17 rebels, as 
also one each legislator 
from Congress, BSP and 
Independent -- during 
the vote of confidence 
motion moved by the 
Congress-JDS coalition 
government headed by H 
D Kumaraswamy had led 
to its collapse.

“I have used my ju-
dicial conscience...,” said 
the Speaker, justifying his 
controversial action.

His sudden move also 
came amid indications 

from the BJP that it was 
mulling moving a no-con-
fidence against him if he 
doesn’t voluntarily give up 
the post when the assem-
bly meets on Monday.

Ahead of the trial 
of strength, a confident 
Yediyurappa said the 
Finance Bill would be 
passed after winning the 
trust vote, adding, “I have 
not even changed a com-
ma or full stop in it. I will 
be tabling the finance bill 
prepared by the (previ-
ous) Congress-JD(S) gov-
ernment.” The finance 
bill (appropriation bill) 
needs to be passed “ur-
gently”, as otherwise “we 
will not be able to draw 
funds even to pay sala-
ries (of government em-
ployees),” he said.

The speaker said he 
took action based on the 
petitions moved by the 
Congress and JDS to dis-
qualify the rebel MLAs, 
who had also submitted 
resignations as assem-
bly members and were 
absent during the trust 
vote sought by Kumaras-
wamy.

Kumar said he had 
rejected the request by 
the rebel MLAs to give 
him four weeks more to 
appear before him on the 
issues of their resigna-
tions and disqualification 
plea against them.

The Speaker had 
made it clear when he 
disqualified three reb-
el MLAs earlier that a 
member disqualified 
under the anti-defection 
law cannot contest or 
get elected till the end 
of the term of the pres-
ent House, a contention 
which has been chal-
lenged by the BJP, rebel 
MLAs and several legal 
experts.

Reading out the 
names of errant MLAs, 
the speaker said, “they 
cease to be MLAs with 
immediate effect till the 
expiry of the 15th as-

sembly (in 2023),” add-
ing, “with responsibility 
and fear I have taken this 
decision.” “The way I am 
being pressurised men-
tally as Speaker to deal 
with all these things, I 
am pushed into a sea of 
depression,’ said an emo-
tional Kumar.

The disqualified 
MLAs are: Pratap Gowda 
Patil, B C Patil, Shivram 
Hebbar, S T Somashekar, 
Byrati Basavaraj, Anand 
Singh, Roshan Baig, Mu-
nirathna, K Sudhakar and 
MTB Nagaraj and Shri-
mant Patil (all Congress).

Other party MLAs Ra-
mesh Jarkiholi, Mahesh 
Kumatalli and Shankar 
were disqualified on 
Thursday. JD(S) mem-
bers who faced action 
are: Gopalaiah, A H Vish-
wanath and Narayana 
Gowda.

Disqualified rebel 
MLAs, many of whom are 
still holed up in Mumbai 
fearing poaching from 
the Congress-JDS, said 
they will challenge the 
action against them in 
the Supreme Court.

“Dear voters and my 
well wishers, Speaker has 
ordered my disqualifica-
tion from the assembly.
there is no need to panic, 
we are challenging this in 
the Supreme Court. I’m 
confident that we will be 
victorious in the court,” 
Maski MLA Pratap Gow-
da Patil said in a video 
message to voters.

Speaking to a local 
news channel, another 
disqualified MLA Mu-
nirathana said, they were 
aware that they will be 
disqualified as Congress 
leaders had threatened 
them about it.

“...our own party lead-
ers had said, we will dis-
qualify if you if go out.
we are not small children 
or we have notgone out 
without their knowl-
edge,” he said, adding 
they will face it legally. 
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CapitalTIMES
Karate belt test at 

Paljor StadiumI-Day football tourney kicks off at Naga

Prashanti Youth Club and NYK 
discuss upcoming initiatives

WSOS announces Books & Cash 
collection drive in Pakyong

Mangan, 28 Jul [IPr]: 
Roads & Bridges Minister, 
Samdup Lepcha, kicked 
off the 73rd Independence 
Day Football Tournament 
here at the multipurpose 

ground at Naga, North Sik-
kim, today.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Minister urged 
the Naga Independence 
Day Celebration Commit-

tee to celebrate I-Day in a 
befitting manner.

Addressing the gen-
eral public, the Minister 
assured that the State 
Government will under-

take all developmental 
works in the area with-
out any political bias. 
Further, he also called on 
government employees 
stationed in the district 

to discharge their duties 
in the interest of public of 
the district.

Highlighting the prin-
ciple decision taken up by 
the State government in 
different sectors, the Min-
ister said that he would 
always extend support to 
people-centric works.

22 teams are participat-
ing in the tournament which 
carries a Rs 70,000 cash 
prize for the winning team 
and Rs 40,000 for the run-
ners-up. The opening match 
was played between Lhenk-
up Paigong and Toong FC.

The Minister handed 
over Rs 70,000 to the Naga 
Independence Day Cele-
bration Committee as a 
token of financial support 
towards the event.

SUMMIT REPORT
Sumbuk, 28 Jul: 

A coordination meet-
ing was convened 

today between Prasanti 
Youth Club of Lungchok 
and Nehru Yuva Kend-
ra, Namchi, at Sumbuk, 
South Sikkim, to dis-
cuss various initiatives 
to be taken up jointly in 
the area.

The two plan to in-
troduce Swachhta Bharat 
Summer Internship 
Program, a programme 
at Lungchok GPU on 03 
August, organise month-
ly meetings in the second 
week of every month, make 
ID Cards, T-Shirts, Logo and 

hold activities and training 
every Saturday.

The meeting also an-
nounced the new executive 
committee with Sabnam 
Rai as president of the Club.

The meeting was also 
attended and addressed 
by Suyog Pradhan and 
new National Youth Vol-
unteer of NYK Namchi, 
Pravin Tiwari.

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 28 Jul:

Wandering Souls 
of Sikkim has an-

nounced a daylong Books 
& Cash Collection Drive 
for school libraries at Pa-
kyong Community Cen-
tre on 30 July 2019.

This is to pool books 
and cash for WSOS’ on-
going library initiative 
through which it intends 
to install and upgrade 
school libraries in rural 
areas of the State.

Some of the libraries 
upgraded by Wander-
ing Souls of Sikkim are 
already functional at 

Pacheykhani Secondary 
School and Mamring Se-
nior Secondary School 
and one more is sched-
uled to be inaugurated 
shortly at Chujachen Se-
nior Secondary School. 

“We request all to 
kindly contribute books 

and cash during our col-
lection drive and help 
us in our objective of 
upgrading school librar-
ies in the rural areas of 
Sikkim and thereby lay 
a foundation for better 
future,” the organisation 
has appealed.

SINGTAM SUNdAY: Rongi Chu flowing along Singtam offers what the fishermen here 
attest is reliable fishing. Since they are not allowed to sell their catch in the market here, they find buyers on 
the highway on the Rangpo-Singtam stretch or on the Gangtok-Sangkhola road or near Radong near 32 Mile. 
It is unfortunate that the local markets remain out of bounds for local fishermen. [from YOGEN THATAL]

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 28 Jul:

A Karate belt test was 
held today at Paljor 

Stadium supervised by 
Bidhan Ballav Subba. Elev-
en karatekas successfully 
cleared the examination 
with Sunil Kumar Rai ac-
quiring a Nidan [2 Dan] 

Black Belt, and Bishnu 
Kumar Limboo, Meeke 
Hangma Limboo, Anjali 
Limboo, Sheelu Pradhan, 
Manita Gurung, Anita Gu-
rung, Omker Gurung, Ro-
hit Poudyal, Mingso Hang 
Limboo and Rakesh Rai 
clearing the test for Sho (1 
dan) black belt.

Lack of clarity at top hurting 
Cong; polls to key posts, CWC will 

legitimise leadership: Tharoor
ASIM KAMAL
New delhi, Jul 28 
(PTI): Asserting that 
“lack of clarity” over 
leadership following Ra-
hul Gandhi’s resignation 
is hurting the Congress, 
senior leader Shashi Tha-
roor on Sunday said the 
way forward for the par-
ty could be opening up 
all key posts, including 
the CWC membership, 
to fresh elections which 
would help legitimise the 
incoming set of leaders. 
He also backed Punjab 
Chief Minister Amarinder 
Singh’s assessment that a 
young leader would be 
more suitable to lead the 
Congress at this juncture.

Tharoor said he 
hopes that party gen-
eral secretary Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra will throw 
her hat in the ring when 
the call for elections for 
the party chief’s post is 
made, but added it was 
up to the Gandhi family 
to decide on whether she 
will contest.

In an interview to 
PTI, Tharoor expressed 
disappointment with the 
prevailing situation in 
the party and asserted 
that there is no clear an-
swer to the current “pre-
dicament that we in the 
Congress are facing”.

“It is certainly quite 
true that the lack of clar-
ity at the top of the par-
ty is likely to be hurting 
the Congress workers 
and sympathisers, many 
of whom miss the fact of 
having a party leader to 
look to for key decisions, 
authority and even in-
spiration and energy, to 
rally together and move 
forward,” the Thiruva-
nanthapuram MP said.

Tharoor said he 
hoped that the Congress 
Working Committee 
(CWC) is taking the cur-
rent situation “very se-
riously” and is doing its 
best to find a solution 
without further delay.

“One way forward 
could be for the CWC to 
name an interim working 
president for the party 
and then ideally dissolve 
itself, following which 
the main leadership po-
sitions within the party, 
including the CWC itself, 
should be opened up to 
fresh elections,” the for-
mer Union minister said.

“By allowing mem-
bers of the party, drawn 
from the AICC and PCC 
delegates, to determine 
who will lead the party 
from these key positions, 
it would help legitimise 
the incoming set of lead-
ers and give them a cred-
ible mandate to lead the 
party,” he said. Tharoor 
said that opening up 
leadership positions to 
elections and allowing 
party workers to deter-

mine who will lead them, 
will also be a healthy pro-
cess and stimulate the in-
terest of the voters.

Tharoor also sug-
gested that the Congress 
can go for a high-octane 
British Conservative Par-
ty-style leadership race 
for presidency that could 
increase the national in-
terest in the party and 
galvanise more voters to-
wards it again.

Agreeing with Ama-
rinder Singh’s statement 
earlier this month that a 
young leader would be 
more suitable to lead, 
Tharoor said that giv-
en the current state of 
the party and the na-
tional picture, whoever 
assumes the mantle of 
president will need to 
achieve twin goals of en-
ergising the workers and 
inspiring the voters in fa-
vour of the Congress.

“If the new president 
is purely an organisa-
tional person, while he 
or she may be able to 
galvanise the workers 
and strengthen the foun-
dations of the party, they 
may be unable to bring in 
the support of more vot-
ers,” he said.

If the president is a 
charismatic figure but 
has poor organisational 
skills, they are unlikely 
to find a fully supportive 
party machinery to help 
translate their charisma 
into electoral results, 
Tharoor argued.

“In these circum-
stances, one would defi-
nitely like to believe that 
a younger leader, who 
has not been jaded by 
playing these roles for 
too long, would be in 
a better position to do 
both,” he asserted.

Asked if he thinks Pri-
yanka Gandhi was best 
suited to lead the party, 
Tharoor said he hopes 
she will contest for pres-
idency.

She has a “natural 
charisma” which has of-
ten prompted many to 
make comparisons with 
her grandmother and 
former party president, 
the late Indira Gandhi, 
he said.

Priyanka Gandhi also 
comes with able organi-
sational experience hav-
ing been an influential 
figure at the core of the 
party for a while now and 
on the ground in Uttar 
Pradesh during the last 
elections, he said.

“But at the same 
time...Rahul Gandhi’s 
statement that no mem-
ber from the Gandhi 
family should replace 
him, seems to rule this 
option out. It is really 
for the Gandhi family to 
decide where they col-
lectively stand on this 
issue,” he said. 

Meghalaya Assembly 
Speaker Donkupar Roy dies

Shillong/Gurgaon, 
Jul 28 (PTI): Meghalaya 
Assembly Speaker Donk-
upar Roy passed away on 
Sunday at a hospital in 
Gurgaon following a brief 
illness, officials said.

He was 64.
Roy, a former chief 

minister of the state, was 
first admitted to a state-
run hospital in Shillong 
before being referred to 
the Medanta Hospital in 
Gurgaon, Haryana, where 
he was undergoing treat-
ment for the last 10 days, 
his family members said.

His condition dete-
riorated after suffering 
multi-organ failure on 
Sunday afternoon, they 
said. Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi has ex-
pressed anguish over 
Roy’s demise, saying 
he “transformed many 
lives”.

“Anguished by the de-

mise of Dr Donkupar Roy, 
Speaker of the Meghalaya 
Assembly and former CM 
of the state. Passionate 
about Meghalaya’s prog-
ress, he served the state 
with great diligence and 
helped transform many 
lives,” the Prime Minis-
ter’s Office tweeted quot-
ing Modi.

Meghalaya Chief Min-
ister and National Peo-
ple’s Party (NPP) pres-
ident Conrad K Sangma 
too expressed grief over 
Roy’s passing away.

“Deeply saddened by 
the untimely demise of 
Speaker of Meghalaya 
Assembly Dr Donkupar 
Roy. We have lost a lead-
er, a mentor, who had 
dedicated his life for the 
service of the people. 
May Almighty provide 
strength to his family in 
this hour of grief. May his 
soul RIP,” he tweeted.

NRAI supports 
IOA proposal 
to boycott 
2022 CWG 
for shooting’s 
exclusion
New delhi, July 28 
(PTI): The National Ri-
fle Association of India 
(NRAI) on Sunday said 
it supports the Indian 
Olympic Association’s 
proposal to boycott the 
2022 Commonwealth 
Games in Birmingham 
for excluding shooting 
from the roster.

In an unprecedented 
move, the IOA on Satur-
day proposed boycott of 
the 2022 Birmingham 
Commonwealth Games 
for dropping shooting 
from the roster, and 
sought the government’s 
approval, with president 
Narinder Batra writing 
to Sports Minister Kiren 
Rijiju.

NRAI secretary Ra-
jeev Bhatia said they 
are on the same page as 
far as boycotting of the 
Games is concerned.

“We are with the IOA. 
Of course, we back their 
proposal to boycott the 
Games. We are part of the 
IOA as one of the NSFs 
(National Sports Federa-
tions),” Bhatia said.

“The IOA president 
has done a good job and 
we support whatever 
steps the IOA takes,” he 
added.

Reacting to the coun-
try’s proposal to boy-
cott, the Commonwealth 
Games Federation said 
it “absolutely” wants In-
dia to participate in the 
2022 Birmingham Com-
monwealth Games.

Batra wrote to the 
government a day after 
the IOA pulled out of the 
Commonwealth Games 
Federation’s (CGF) Gen-
eral Assembly, to be held 
in Rwanda in September, 
protesting the dropping 
of shooting.

The IOA had also 
withdrawn the nomi-
nation of its secretary 
general Rajeev Mehta for 
the election of a regional 
vice-president as well as 
that of Namdev Shiraga-
onkar for sports commit-
tee member.

While proposing 
a boycott of the 2022 
CWG, Batra lashed out 
at the CGF leadership for 
having an “India bashing 
mindset” and for “trying 
to change rules” whenev-
er the country does well 
in the Commonwealth 
Games. He even went to 
the extent of saying that 
India is no longer a colo-
ny of any country.

“We have been no-
ticing over a period of 
time that wherever India 
seems to be getting grip 
of the game and per-
forming well, then some-
how we find that either 
the goal posts are shifted 
or rules are changed. We 
feel it is time for us in 
IOA/India to start ask-
ing tough questions and 
start taking tough po-
sitions,” Batra wrote in 
his letter. The CGF mean-
while said it intends to 
meet with the IOA offi-
cials in the near future 
to help find a solution to 
the concerns raised.

“We absolutely want 
India to participate 
wholeheartedly in Bir-
mingham 2022 and look 
forward to meeting our 
colleagues in India over 
the coming months to 
discuss their concerns 
and future ambitions,” 
CGF Media and Commu-
nications Manager Tom 
Degun told PTI in an 
e-mail.
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Education to Connect, 
Not Alienate

Make space for the traditional 
in modern education

The generation that grew up in the seventies and 
eighties, even the sixties, went through an edu-

cation of alienation from their roots. The generation 
before them also received Western education, but also 
had a strong sense of purpose in desiring to use their 
learning and education to help in the nation-building 
process, or, for the generation of the twenties and thir-
ties, securing a free nation for themselves and a future 
worth looking forward to. By the time the seventies 
rolled out, although a nation had been acquired, the 
idealism of nation-building had been jaded by the 
business of surviving and nepotism. With nothing 
left to reconnect them to their roots, this generation 
was deeply indoctrinated by modern education. They 
learned the subjects well, but lost the perspective and 
worse still, because they grew up at school, as against 
also learning at home like the previous generations, 
they lost cultural nuances and even developed a bias 
against everything “desi”. The generations that have 
come since have tried to reclaim their roots, but the 
challenge is stiff because we have lost an entire gen-
eration to disinterest. The communication gap is 
now being bridged with shallow nationalism and 
palpably aggressive identity politics. We see this 
in varying degrees all over the world, across India 
and among the various communities which call Sik-
kim home or have made the neighbouring regions 
home. But it need not be so. A slight tweaking of how 
and what we teach in schools could undo the damage 
wrecked by the superficiality.

Cultural heritage and traditional knowledge and 
values are best imbibed in the formative years when 
the pursuit of knowledge becomes instinctive. And 
yet, the moment a toddler steps into school, we begin 
the process of getting them to unlearn everything they 
have inherited at home and replace it with alphabets, 
words and numbers which they are made to learn 
by rote. It is ironic that where monolingual societies 
are trying to get their young conversant in at least 
two languages because of its obvious benefits, we, 
with children who grow up in homes where at least 
two languages are spoken and can pick up a third at 
school, begin classes by penalizing multilingual skills! 

And from there begins the subconscious alienation 
from their selfs. 

With their language somehow made to appear 
inferior, because speaking in it attracts punishment 
and fines, the children subconsciously begin believ-
ing everything local/ rural/ unlettered as somehow 
being unworthy. This is not a debate over whether 
local cultures are superior or whether western mod-
els are better. What this is setting out to argue is that 
sidelining of local references and traditional knowl-
edge base is ill-informed and dangerous because it 
has been grooming generations which don’t fit well 
anywhere – neither at home nor in the global ranks. 
As the cliché goes, strengthen their roots, and they 
will weather through life well. As mentioned earlier, 
since early childhood education draws most of its 
influences from Western education and curriculum, 
it alienates children from their own culture and tra-
ditions. The morals, values and life-lessons that the 
story-reading sessions in schools seek to deliver defi-
nitely has many examples in the local languages and 
cultures. If these were included into the curriculum, 
children would grow up with a more confident idea of 
self and less suspicious of outside influences because 
they will have reference points from their own homes 
and cultures to distil and explain the world. A good 
place to begin will be to set aside one section at least 
every week where local elders are invited to narrate 
local folktales to children and also explain proverbs 
from local languages. This will make the elders feel 
required, make the young appreciate the depth of 
their cultural heritage, and will also be fun. Over time, 
these could be worked into the formal curriculum and 
expanded to cover stories of local places of interest, 
practices and rituals. One could also consider rework-
ing the school timings so that the students can par-
ticipate in local economies and practices more mean-
ingfully. The current timings are too strict to allow for 
this. The school in a village dependent on dairy farm-
ing could adjust timings to allow children to help with 
livestock chores, and elsewhere, timetables could be 
adjusted to allow for kids to help at paddy fields or 
with cardamom harvests… and the options could go 
on. Connect them so and the children will receive an 
education which connects them better to their roots. 
Don’t do it, and education continues alienating.

Formal education has its benefits and one of its 
strongest aspects is its adaptability. Unfortunately, 
in the hands of uninspired school managements, this 
fluidity of learning is compromised, even sacrificed. 
Where classrooms should celebrate learning, they end 
up force-feeding lessons. Where local communities 
should be invited to participate in how their children 
are taught and educated, they are made passive recip-
ients of a centrally dictated, Department driven model 
of education.

Increasing tree cover may be like a 
‘superfood’ for community mental health

An asteroid just buzzed past earth, 
and we barely noticed in time

MIchAel J. I. BrowN
theconversation.com

A 100-metre-wide asteroid passed 
just 70,000km from Earth on 

Thursday, Australian time. It was 
discovered by the Brazilian SONEAR 
survey just days ago, and its presence 
was announced mere hours before it 
zoomed past our planet. The lack of 
warning shows how quickly poten-
tially dangerous asteroids can sneak 
up on us. 

The asteroid, reassuringly des-
ignated 2019 OK, is not a threat to 
Earth right now. However, 2019 OK 
and other near-Earth asteroids do 
pose a genuine risk. The Tunguska 
explosion in 1908 and the Chely-
abinsk meteor in 2013 were equiva-
lent to large nuclear explosions, and 
under the wrong circumstances a 
meteor impact could devastate a city.
SEARChINg FOR DANgER

Astronomers are well aware of 
the risks posed by asteroids hitting 
Earth. Meteor craters can be found 
around the globe, and some rela-
tively fresh examples include Wolfe 
Creek in northern Australia and the 
imaginatively named Meteor Crater 
in Arizona. A huge asteroid impact 65 
million years ago near Chicxulub in 
modern-day Mexico initiated the fall 
of the dinosaurs. 

Consequently, astronomers 

across the globe have devoted con-
siderable effort to determining the 
level of threat posed by near-Earth 
asteroids, and to identifying individ-
ual asteroids that could pose a signif-
icant threat. Asteroid surveys include 
Pan-STARRS, ATLAS, SONEAR (which 
spotted 2019 OK), and the Catalina 
Sky Survey.

Asteroids are typically so far from 
Earth that they resemble stars, rather 
than the craggy rocks they are. Howev-
er, because asteroids travel around the 
Solar System, they move relative to the 
distant stars. Thus astronomers can 
discover asteroids by taking sequences 
of images and looking for objects that 
move from image to image.

Using this approach to survey 
large swathes of sky, astronomers 
have discovered thousands of near-
Earth asteroids, including more than 
2,000 during 2017 alone.

And yet, some asteroids still man-
age to sneak up on us. Why?

Astronomers are good at discov-
ering asteroids that are visible at 
night, but less good at spotting aster-
oids during the daytime. Asteroids 
also are fainter the further they get 
from Earth.

The 2013 Chelyabinsk meteor 
snuck up on us from the direction of 
the Sun. 2019 OK was visible at night, 
and at closest approach it would have 
been visible with a pair of binoculars 

as point of light drifting slowly across 
the sky. But three days before that 
it was 1,000 times fainter, and thus 
harder to spot. 

2019 OK was finally tracked down 
by the SONEAR survey on Wednes-
day, and soon after that it was inde-
pendently detected by the ASAS-SN 
telescope network. Both of these sur-
veys use relatively small telescopes 
with sensitive cameras to search 
large areas of sky, rather than using 
large telescopes to study small patch-
es of sky.
CLOSE CALLS

Before its discovery as a near-
Earth asteroid, 2019 OK was imaged 
by other telescopes, but its signifi-
cance wasn’t recognised. But these 
earlier images did help astronomers 
nail down the asteroid’s orbit.

2019 OK has a very elliptical or-
bit, taking it from the asteroid belt 
beyond Mars to within the orbits of 
both Earth and Venus. As each orbit 
takes 2.7 years, it isn’t always going 
to pass as close to Earth as it did this 
time. It will make close approaches 
in the future, but hopefully not quite 
this close.

Other near-Earth asteroids are 
also on track to make close approach-
es to our planet. The 400m-wide 
Apophis will pass roughly 30,000km 
from Earth on Friday April 13, 2029, 
which will only come as bad news if 

you’re particularly superstitious.
Both 2019 OK and Apophis are far 

larger than the Chelyabinsk meteor, 
which was just 20m across. The risk of 
them hitting Earth may be small, but 
they would be devastating if they did.
AVOIDINg ARMAgEDDON

If we find an asteroid on an actual col-
lision course with Earth, is there anything 
we can do? With just a day or week’s no-
tice we would be in real trouble, but with 
more notice there are options.

We are already sending spacecraft 
to near-Earth asteroids, with NASA’s 
OSIRIS-REx currently visiting Bennu 
and Japan’s Hayabusa2 currently vis-
iting Ryugu.

However, these are missions of 
discovery rather than destruction. 
Indeed, destroying a near-Earth as-
teroid may be counterproductive, 
potentially creating multiple destruc-
tive asteroids.

So how can we stop catastrophe? 
The solution may be to give danger-
ous asteroids a gentle nudge rather 
than a vicious kick. If an asteroid’s ve-
locity can be changed by just 1km per 
hour, over years that adds up to thou-
sands of kilometres’ difference in po-
sition. Given that the pale blue dot of 
Earth is just 12,750km across, a small 
nudge to a big rock may be enough to 
avoid annihilation. 

[the writer is Associate professor 
in astronomy, Monash University]

ThoMAS ASTell-BUrT & XIAoqI FeNG
theconversation.com

Increasing tree canopy and green cover across 
Greater Sydney and increasing the proportion of 

homes in urban areas within 10 minutes’ walk of 
quality green, open and public space are among the 
New South Wales premier’s new priorities. Cities 
around Australia have similar goals. In our latest 
study, we asked if more of any green space will 
do? Or does the type of green space matter for our 
mental health?

Our results suggest the type of green space 
does matter. Adults with 30% or more of their 
neighbourhood covered in some form of tree can-
opy had 31% lower odds of developing psycholog-
ical distress. The same amount of tree cover was 
linked to 33% lower odds of developing fair to poor 
general health.

We also found poorer mental and general health 
among adults in areas with higher percentages of 
bare grass nearby, but there’s likely more to that 
than meets the eye.
hOW DID WE DO ThE RESEARCh?

Our research involved tracking changes in health 
over an average of about six years, for around 46,000 
adults aged 45 years or older, living in Sydney, New-
castle or Wollongong. We examined health in relation 
to different types of green space available within a 1.6 
kilometre (1 mile) walk from home.

Our method helped to guard against competing ex-
planations for our results, such as differences in income, 
education, relationship status, sex, and age. We also re-
stricted the sample to adults who did not move home, 
because it is plausible that people who are already 
healthier (for instance because they are more physically 
active) move into areas with more green space.

So is the answer simply more trees and less 
grass? Not exactly. Let’s get into the weeds.
TREES MAKE IT COOL TO WALK

Imagine you’re walking down a typical street on 
a summer’s day in the middle of an Australian city. 
It’s full of right angles, grey or dark hard surfaces, 
glass structures, and innumerable advertisements 
competing for your attention. Then you turn a cor-
ner and your gaze is drawn upwards to a majestic 
tree canopy exploding with a vivid array of greens 
for as far as you can see.

Let’s get the obvious out of the way. Walking 

down this green street, you may instantly feel some 
relief from the summer heat.

Studies are linking high temperatures with heat 
exhaustion and mental health impacts. Research 
has suggested trees, rather than other forms of 
green space, may be best at reducing temperatures 
in cities. It may also simply be more comfortable to 
walk outside in cooler temperatures – not to men-
tion going for a run or bike ride, both of which are 
good for mental health.
FEELINg RESTORED AND ALERT

But as the minutes of walking beneath this 
natural umbrella of lush foliage accumulate, oth-
er things are happening too. The vibrant colours, 
natural shapes and textures, fresh aromas, and 
rustling of leaves in the breeze all provide you with 
effortless distraction and relief from whatever it 
was you might have been thinking about, or even 
stressing over. 

Studies back this up. Walks through green 
space have been shown to reduce blood pressure, 
improve mental acuity, boost memory recall, and 
reduce feelings of anxiety. The Japanese have a 
name for this type of experience: shinrin-yoku.
FrIeNdS, old ANd New

You walk past groups of people on the footpath 
taking time to catch up over coffee in the shade. 
Some research has found that tree cover, rather 
than green space more generally, is a predictor of 
social capital. Social capital, according to Robert 
Putnam, refers to the “social networks and the as-
sociated norms of reciprocity and trustworthiness” 
that may have important influences on our life 
chances and health. 

You walk further and a chorus of birdsong soars 
through the neighbourhood noise. Trees provide 
shelter and food for a variety of animals. Research 
suggests tree canopy tends to be more biodiverse 
than low-lying vegetation.

Increased biodiversity may support better 
mental health by enhancing the restorative ex-
perience and also via the immunoregulatory 
benefits of microbial “Old Friends” – microor-
ganisms that helped shape our immune systems 
but which have been largely eliminated from our 
urban environments.

Green spaces with tree canopy are settings 
where communities can come together to watch 
birds and other animals, which can also be cata-

lysts for new conversations and developing feel-
ings of community belonging in the neighbour-
hoods where we live … just ask dog owners. 
So, whAT ABoUT The GrASS?

Our research did not show a mental health ben-
efit from more bare grassed areas. This does not 
mean grass is bad for mental health.

Previous research suggests adults are less likely 
to wander in green spaces that are relatively plain 
and lacking in a variety of features or amenities. 
This may also be partly attributable to preferenc-
es for green spaces with more complex vegetation, 
such as parks that mix grass with tree canopy. 

Furthermore, large areas of bare grass in cit-
ies can make built environments more spread-out 
and less dense. Without tree canopy to shield from 
the midday sun, this may increase the likelihood of 
people using cars for short trips instead of walk-
ing through a park or along a footpath. The result 
is missed opportunities for physical activity, men-
tal restoration, and impromptu chats with neigh-
bours. Previous work in the United States suggests 
this might be why higher death rates were found in 
greener American cities. 

Large open areas of grass can be awesome for 
physical activity and sport, but let’s make sure 
there is also plenty of tree canopy too, while also 
thinking about ways to get more people outdoors 
in green spaces. Here are some suggestions.
MAKINg AUSTRALIA gREENER AND hEALThI-
ER

As the density of Australian cities continues to 
increase and more of us live in apartments and/
or work in high-rise office blocks, it is great to see 
strategies to invest in tree cover and urban green-
ing more generally across Australia. Cities with 
such plans include Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, 
Bendigo, Fremantle, and Wollongong.

You can get involved and have some fun at the 
same time too. Lots of evidence says gardening is 
really great for your mental health. So why not grab 
a mate and spend a couple of hours planting a tree 
on July 28 for National Tree Day!

[Thomas Astell-Burt is Professor of Population 
Health and Environmental Data Science, NHMRC 
Boosting Dementia Research Leadership Fellow, 

University of Wollongong; Xiaoqi Feng is Associate 
Professor of Epidemiology and NHMRC Career 

Development Fellow, University of Wollongong]
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the Prayer that calmed the catastrophic deluge 
MONgFINg LEPChA 

Looking at the cultural context of dif-
ferent communities, we can see that 

every community has its own concept 
of things which makes it unique due to 
which it is more appropriate to say the 
every culture is unique rather than say-
ing one is richer than the other. 

When having a birds-eye view on 
different cultures, one may find many 
things similar but the thin line of dif-
ferences can be seen upon a closer 
look. The cultural uniqueness builds 
up with aspects such as the rituals, 
materials, language, food and oral 
traditions like folklore that support 
the very existence of the culture be-
ing practiced. Folklore plays a very 
vital role as it fills up the gaps in under-
standing the existence of culture. 

Since a very important celebration 
of the Lepchas related to folklore is on 
its way, this article is based on this folk-
lore which did not remain confined to 
bedtime stories but has transformed 
into an important event of the com-
munity which is celebrated every year 
with full zest. As the topic suggests, 
this folklore is based on a catastroph-
ic event that almost wiped away all 
life from the face of Mayel Lyang, 
an imagined abode for the Lepchas 
which included Sikkim, Kalimpong, 
Darjeeling and parts of Bhutan and 
Nepal. The celebration is popularly 
known as the Tendong Lho Rum Faat. 

As mentioned earlier, this folklore 
about the deluge might appear similar 
to various other stories related to the 
Biblical and Babylonian flood but it is 
also unique in its own way. The folklore 
is based in an era when the two import-
ant rivers - Rongnyoo (Teesta) and Run-
gnyit (Rangit) - were yet to flow from 
their sources, Naho Lake in the north-
east and Nahar Lake in the southwest 
at the base of Mt Kangchenjunga. Story 
goes that an earthquake shook the re-
gion and the lakes flowed over result-
ing in the two rivers coursing down and 
flow from their respective sources. The 
origin of two rivers comes along with 
an additional folklore which is often 
contested and taken as a romanticized 
version of the great deluge. Because the 
folklore does not have a scientific ex-
planation, it is considered as an imagi-
nary twist which many might not want 
to acknowledge yet I somehow feel that 
these are the things that make a culture 

unique or rather are the missing links 
that record the past. 

The cognitive ability of our ances-
tors to imagine the existence of the 
places they live in and transforming 
it into folklore and passing it down to 
the younger generations is fascinat-
ing in itself.  

So, here I would like to add the 
additional folklore which is based on 
the love story of the two pristine riv-
ers Rongnyoo (female) and Rungnyit 
(male) which emerged after the earth-

quake. Since their bond was not appre-
ciated by other celestial beings of the 
region, they decided to flow them down 
to the plains. The two decided to meet 
at Pozok (Peshok) and continue their 
venture from there together. Since it 
was a new journey for them, they chose 
guides for themselves to help them 
on their way. Rungnyit choose Tut-fo 
(bird) and Rongnyoo choose Paril-bu 
(snake) as their guides. As they started 
their journey, the bird took many twists 
and turns searching for food which is 
why the river Rungnyit is said to flow 

in a zigzag manner and Rongnyoo guid-
ed by the snake went on straight due to 
which it reached the destination first. 
Upon seeing Rongnyoo waiting for 
him at the meeting point, Rungnyit be-
came furious and shouted “thee-sutha 
(now Teesta)” which in Lepcha means 
“when did you arrive” and started flow-
ing backwards. Rongnyoo in pursuit of 
consoling furious Rungnyit chased him. 
The backward flowing of the two rivers 
started drowning the region engulfing 
whatever came in its way. The people, 

in order to save their lives, climbed up 
to the Tungrong (now Tendong) peak 
and started offering prayers to the It-
Bu-De-Bu-Rum-Daar, the creator as 
well as the destroyer, along with Mong-
Che-Bep(brewed millet). After intense 
prayers, finally, God appeared at the 
peak of the hill as Kohom Fo (partridge) 
after which another earthquake shook 
the region making the waters drain 
southwards thus saving the Lepchas 
from the great deluge.

In order to commemorate the event 
and the spot where the Lepchas were 

saved by God from the wrath of furious 
rivers, Tendong Lho Rumfaat is cele-
brated. It is regarded as an auspicious 
occasion among the Lepcha commu-
nity. Every year it is celebrated on the 
8th of August and this day has also 
been declared as a State holiday in Sik-
kim. It has been seen that, in the past 
years, the event has been celebrated in 
different ways, in different areas of the 
State. Right from offering prayers at the 
peak of Mount Tendong or Tendong Lho 
(mountain) on the very day by Mun/ 
Bongthings to get-together events in 
different areas, Lepchas have always 
been consistent in celebrating the event 
in full enthusiasm and interest. If we 
look into the history of this event in Sik-
kim, the celebration first started in the 
year 1993 by the members of Sikkim 
Lepcha Youth Association and since 
then it has been continuously celebrat-
ed annually without fail. However, now 
there is a separate committee which 
is formed every year which includes 
even the policy makers. Earlier, it was 
celebrated in one of the districts of the 
State. Considering the fact that not all 
the people can join the event celebrated 
in one area, now the event is celebrated 
at different venues across the State. The 
event is seen as a platform for the com-
munity to come together to celebrate 
and offer prayers to the Almighty. 

The main attraction of the event 
remains the altar where an effigy of 
Mount Tendong is set up and peo-
ple offer prayers along with offer-
ings such as seasonal fruits, flow-
ers, etc. Alongside the altar, Muns/ 
and Bongthings from different areas 
continuously offer prayers. The ac-
tive participation of Muns/ Bongth-
ings from remote and faraway plac-
es shows dedication and respect for 
the event which would be incomplete 
without them. The event also covers 
some cultural and literary shows which 
are recent additions. 

The story of the past passed down 
from one generation to another has 
not just remained a story but an event 
of identity of a culture and a symbol of 
unification. It seems that the prayer in 
the past which calmed the deluge and 
saved the existence of the Lepchas is 
still working to this day by bringing 
them together under one platform an 
reviving the sense of belonging in them. 

[the writer is a Research Scholar at 
Sikkim University]

Assam CM calls for skill 
development of contractors

Bengal law-and-order situation, industrial 
sector need improvement: Tripathi

SUDIPTO ChOWDhURY
Kolkata, Jul 28 (PTI): 
Outgoing Governor Ke-
shari Nath Tripathi has 
described his experience 
in West Bengal as “sweet 
and sour”, maintaining 
that education and law-
and-order situation in 
the state should to be 
improved to ensure its 
overall progress. Tripa-
thi, who has had several 
run-ins with the Trin-
amool Congress (TMC) 
government during 
his five-year stint, said 
“somehow” industrialists 
were not keen on invest-
ing in the state despite 
the government’s sincere 
efforts in that direction.

“My experience as 
the governor of West 
Bengal is sweet and sour, 
with more on the sweeter 
side. Sour in the sense that 
sometimes what was hap-
pening in West Bengal 
was not to my liking,” he 
told PTI. “I think things 
can be improved here, 
when it comes to law 
and order, in educational 
matters, in maintaining 
autonomy of universities, 
upgrading the status of 
primary and middle-level 
education and bringing 
about industrial growth,” 
Tripathi said.

The governor has also 
said on Saturday the al-
leged “appeasement pol-
icy” of Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee was ad-
versely “affecting” the social 

harmony of the state. Asked 
about his opinion about the 
reasons for the state, which 
was once among the most 
advanced, to trail behind 
others, Tripathi said it had 
started during the tenure of 
the earlier governments.

“Calcutta was really 
the main business cen-
tre of the country. Jute, 
tea, garments, paper, au-
tomobile and so many 
flourishing industries 
were here,” he said. “But 
somehow, a situation so 
developed that people 
either were dissatisfied 
or did not get enough in-
centive. Therefore some 
industries chose to shut 
down and expected busi-
ness did not come.”

Referring to the ma-
jor agitations in the state, 
the governor said some 
of these protests had not 
resulted in fulfilment of 
the objective. “In fact, 
they (protests) failed. 

And these had an adverse 
effect on the industry. 
Now, the government is 
trying to restore the po-
sition,” he said.

Asked about the Sin-
gur agitation that had 
resulted in the exit of 
Tata Motors from West 
Bengal, he said, “You see 
it is not a matter related 
only to the Tata’s exit, it 
is about gaining the con-
fidence of industrialists 
as a whole so that they 
invest in West Bengal. 
The protests have had an 
adverse effect on indus-
trial growth.”

Tripathi said the gov-
ernment should have 
acted timely to tackle 
the recent agitations 
like the hunger strike by 
the primary teachers of 
state-run schools over 
pay hike or the protest by 
junior doctors over safe 
working environment. 
“The teachers had some 

genuine grievances, such 
as disparity in pay scale. 
All that became a cause of 
dissatisfaction. What else 
can they do other than ag-
itate?” the governor asked.

Tripathi officially 
completed his tenure on 
July 23. Jagdeep Dhankar 
will be sworn in as the 
new governor of the state 
on Tuesday. Asked about 
his plans after retiring 
and returning to his home 
town Allahabad in Uttar 
Pradesh, Tripathi said he 
might get back to legal 
practice, write his biogra-
phy or take up social work. 
Tripathi, who is scheduled 
to leave the city on Sun-
day, said he would keep 
visiting the state.

“West Bengal is a good 
place, Calcutta in partic-
ular. I like the city and its 
people. It has encouraged 
me to write more poetry, 
more than what I used to 
write earlier,” he said.

Guwahati, Jul 28 
(PTI): Assam Chief Min-
ister Sarbananda Sonow-
al on Sunday underlined 
the need for skill devel-
opment of contractors 
to ensure quality infra-
structure in the state.

Sonowal raised the 
issue of unskilled con-
tractors during a meet-
ing with Union Minister 
for Skill Development 
and Entrepreneurship, 
Mahendra Nath Pand-
ey, here.

Pandey asked the 
ministry officials present 
in the meeting to explore 
possibilities of develop-
ing programmes for skill 
development of contrac-
tors in partnership with 
the Indian Institute of 
Entrepreneurship.

He urged the state 

government to allot suit-
able land for setting up 
a Northeast Skill Centre 
in Guwahati, which will 
cater to the needs of the 
entire region.

Sonowal told the 
union minister that land 
for the project has al-
ready been identified.

The CM also sought 
the ministry’s support 
for setting up an As-
sam Skill University 
and a National Skill 
Training Institute 
(NSTI) in the state.

Minister for Industry 
and Commerce, Chandra 
Mohan Patowary said 
that as per the Assam In-
dustrial Policy, the state 
government would give 
Rs 10,000 to industries 
for each youth recruited 
in the state.

Bihar floods affect rail 
traffic, movement of trains 

suspended on a section
hajipur (Bihar), Jul 
28 (PTI): Rail traffic has 
been suspended on Dar-
bhanga-Samastipur sec-
tion in Bihar on account 
of floods, resulting in 
cancellation, short termi-
nation and diversion of 
more than a dozen trains 
on Sunday, the East Cen-
tral Railway headquar-
ters here said.

“At bridge no. 16 near 
Hayaghat section in Sa-
mast ipur-Darbhanga 
section, water level has 
crossed the danger mark. 
Hence, train movement 
is being suspended on 
this section,” ECR Chief 
Public Relations Officer 
Rajesh Kumar said in a 
statement.

He said, this has led to 
cancellation of four pas-
senger trains, in addition 
to the Jaynagar-Patna In-
tercity Express.

Besides, trains like 
Darbhanga-New Delhi 
Sampark Kranti Express, 
Raxaul-Hyderabad Ex-
press, Ahmedabad-Dar-
bhanga Jansadharan 
Express, Jaynagar-Am-

ritsar Express and Kol-
kata- Sitamarhi Express 
are being plied through 
alternative routes, the 
CPRO said.

Eight mail/express 
trains and three pas-
senger trains are also 
being short terminat-
ed, he added.

Hayaghat falls un-
der Darbhanga district, 
which had till Saturday 
reported 12 casualties 
on account of floods and 
where, as per the state 
disaster management 
department, 13.85 lakh 
people have been hit by 
the calamity.

This is the second in-
stance of rail traffic being 
disrupted in Bihar on ac-
count of the flash floods 
which have been ravag-
ing the state in the after-
math of torrential rainfall 
in catchment areas of Ne-
pal earlier this month.

Earlier, movement of 
trains on the Sitamar-
hi-Raxaul section had 
been similarly suspend-
ed on July 13 and re-
stored on July 16.

NFR introduces pink coaches 
for women passengers

Guwahati, Jul 28 (PTI): 
Eight trains in Rangiya 
division of the Northeast 
Frontier Railway have 
begun operations with 
some pink coaches, ex-
clusively for women.

NFR Chief Public Re-
lations Officer (CPRO) 
Pranav Jyoti Sharma said 
on Sunday that this co-
lour will help the wom-
en passengers to easily 
identify the coaches even 
during rush hours.

Sharma said that the 
NFR hopes that the new 
initiative will enhance 

security of women.
The Railway authori-

ties will deploy RPF and 
ticket checking staff to 
stabilise the new system, 
he said.

“Six trains between 
New Bongaigaon and 
Guwahati and two trains 
between Rangiya and 
Murkongselek have be-
gun operations with the 
pink-coloured coaches,” 
he said.

D i f f e r e n t ly - a b l e d 
women will also be able 
to travel in the coaches, 
the CPRO said.

Tripura set to scale up 
white tea production

Agartala, Jul 28 (PTI): 
The successful comple-
tion of pilot projects on 
white tea has paved the 
way for planters in Tri-
pura to go for full-scale 
production of the ‘costly 
and delicate’ variety.

Earlier this year, the 
95-year-old Golokpur tea 
estate in Unakoti district 
of the state set a record 
when it sold its white tea 
for Rs 10,000 a kg to a 
Banglore-based retailer.

Prabir De, the commer-
cial manager of the garden, 
said the demand for the 
special variety has been 
growing steadily. This year, 
we produced 30 kg white 
tea on an experimental ba-
sis and sold it at Rs 10,000 
per kg to Tea Box, a Banga-
lore-based retailer.

“With the demand for 
the variety growing at a 
steady pace, we have de-
cided to increase its pro-
duction. The production 
process, however, needs 
a lot attention,” he said.

White tea is minimal-
ly processed. It is harvest-
ed even before the plants 
leaves unfurl fully with 
the buds still covered by 
fine white hairs, hence, the 
name white tea. Besides 
fetching good money, white 
tea will also earn the tea es-
tate a good name, as people 
in the industry know that 
the production process is 
difficult. We have been get-
ting more orders for this 
special variety, De said.

We mainly produce 
green tea and ortho-
dox tea and export it to 
Tehran, Iran, and Iraq. 
Over the past four to 
five years, however, we 
have been sending tea to 

Jammu and Kashmir and 
Amritsar. We have a total 
area of 184.55 hectares, 
which produces around 
5 lakh kg of tea of dif-
ferent varieties annually, 
he added. Fatikcherra, 
another 101-year old tea 
estate in the hill state, 
has produced 6.8 kg 
white tea this year, which 
fetched Rs 5,500 per kg.

Joydeep Ganguly, the 
estate manager who hails 
from Darjeeling, said, I have 
the experience of produc-
ing different types of tea, 
including green tea, ulong 
and gyukoru (Japanese 
handrolled green tea). This 
year I tried white tea and 
it turned out to be success-
ful. We produce 1.5 lakh 
kg tea annually and sell it 
in Siliguri through forward 
contracts, the price ranging 
between Rs 300 and Rs 700 
per kilo, depending on leaf 
grade. Compared to that, 
one kg white tea brings 
in a lot more money, Gan-
guly said. Around one 
quintal (100kgs) of white 
tea has been produced in 
the state this year, said 
Diganta Barman, the as-
sistant director of the Tea 
Board of India. Tripura 
annually produces nine 
million kg tea in 58 gar-
dens, Barman said.

The agro-climatic 
condition is favourable 
for tea production in Tri-
pura. Now we have got a 
logo approved for Tripura 
tea, and even convinced 
the tribal villagers to grow 
wild tea near the Tripu-
ra-Mizoram boundary. 
However, we have compe-
tition from Assam Tea, Dar-
jeeling Tea and other estab-
lished brands, he said. 
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Aussie de Minaur downs 

Opelka, will face Fritz 
in Atlanta ATP final

washington, Jul 28 
(AFP): Third-seeded 
Australian Alex de Min-
aur withstood 28 aces in 
a three-set victory over 
Reilly Opelka Saturday 
to book a title clash with 
Taylor Fritz in the ATP 
tennis tournament in At-
lanta, Georgia.

De Minaur’s 7-6 (7/4) 
6-7 (5/7) 6-3 victory 
made the 20-year-old the 
youngest player ever to 
reach the Atlanta final.

He’ll be facing an-
other of the ATP Tour’s 
young guns in Fritz, the 
21-year-old second seed 
who beat Britain’s Cam-
eron Norrie 6-1 3-6 6-3.

De Minaur will be 
chasing a second career 
title to go with the tro-
phy he captured in Syd-
ney in January -- before 
his season was slowed 
by a groin injury that 
sidelined him for almost 
two months.

“I’m back where I 
want to be,” de Min-
aur said.

“I felt like I’ve been 
playing some great ten-
nis, but not getting the 
wins that I wanted. I 
knew that sooner or 
later, I’d have a good re-
sult again.”

De Minaur said it was 
just a matter of staying 

patient and maintain-
ing his poise as his good 
friend Opelka rained 
down the aces.

“I’ve got to know 
he’s going to hit about 
200 aces on me and 
there’s not much I can 
do,” he said.

“I have to keep doing 
what I’m doing.”

Opelka fended off two 
break points in each of 
the first two sets before 
de Minaur gained the 
first break of the match 
for a 3-2 lead in the third, 
breaking him a final time 
to seal the win.

On Sunday, Fritz will 
be trying to turn the ta-
bles on de Minaur, who 
beat him in the Next Gen 
ATP Finals.

Fritz, who captured 
his first career title at 
Eastbourne last month, 
fired 15 aces on the way 
to a victory over his dou-
bles partner Norrie.

“I was really happy 
with my ability to kind of 
turn it around after the 
second set,” he said.

“I played a really 
good first set. He defi-
nitely upped the level in 
the second, made some 
good adjustments and I 
tried to just make a cou-
ple more adjustments in 
the third.

From cardiff to Nanjing, via Madrid: 
Bale set for £1m-a-week China deal

JAMIe dowAr
theGuardian

The footballing mega-
star Gareth Bale has 

won trophies galore in 
his coruscating career, 
not to mention the re-
spect of his rugby-loving 
home nation. Now the Car-
diff-born player, Wales’s 
most famous export since 
Catherine Zeta-Jones, has 
a new challenge: to sell 
the beautiful game to 
China at a time when it 
has become something of 
a political football.

Reports suggest the 
ex-Spurs striker is set 
to leave Real Madrid to 
join Chinese club Jiangsu 
Suning on a three-year 
deal that will see him 
earn £1m a week – dou-
ble that of the world’s 
current highest-paid 
player, Argentina’s Eze-
quiel Lavezzi, who plays 
for Hebei China Fortune.

His departure from 
the Spanish club, which 
he joined from Spurs 
for £85m in 2013, a 
world record deal at 
the time, was not unex-
pected. Bale, 30, had fall-
en out of favour with the 
fans and the boss, Zinedi-
ne Zidane.

But his move to a 
relatively obscure Chi-
nese side that finished 
fifth in the Chinese Su-
per League (CSL) last 
season has stunned the 
football world.

“If true, this is a galac-
tico moving from one of 
the world’s biggest clubs 
in one of the best leagues 
on one of the most 
eye-watering salaries to 
a so-so team in the Chi-
nese Super League,” said 
Jonathan Sullivan, direc-

tor of China Programs at 
Nottingham University’s 
Asia Research Institute. 
“From the perspective of 
an ‘upstart’ league that 
finds it hard to be taken 
seriously, at least in the 
west, getting a player of 
Bale’s stature, irrespec-
tive of the way things 
have turned out for him 
at Real, is huge.”

Sullivan said the 
deal, if confirmed, would 
eclipse the “crazy mon-
ey” era ushered in at 
the start of the decade 
when Chinese clubs were 
throwing cash at the likes 
of Chelsea’s Didier Drog-
ba and Nicolas Anelka. 
That era was placed on a 
collision course with the 
Chinese state five years 
ago when President Xi 
Jinping announced his 
desire for China to be-
come one of the world’s 
leading football nations.

The country invested 
massively in grassroots 

football, which China 
hoped would address 
its growing obesity and 
public health problems, 
while providing a talent 
pipeline for the national 
teams. Although present-
ed as a way of further-
ing Xi’s ambitions, the 
influx of foreign players, 
who more recently have 
included West Ham’s 
Marko Arnautović and 
Manchester United’s Ma-
rouane Fellaini, was seen 
to clash with the state’s 
aspirations.

“When the state saw 
these clubs investing cra-
zy money on the pretext 
that it was ‘furthering the 
country’s football ambi-
tions’, it reined them in,” 
Sullivan explained. “This 
is a country with huge 
problems with inequal-
ity and corruption, and 
having clubs do this cra-
zy shit was not what the 
state wanted. It wasn’t 
helping public health or 

developing the national 
team and it looked real-
ly bad.”

The imposition of 
hefty taxes and restric-
tions on the number of 
foreign players Chinese 
teams can buy led to pre-
dictions that the foreign 
influx would become a 
trickle. Now Bale’s move, 
which invites compar-
isons with David Beck-
ham’s 2007 decision to 
join LA Galaxy, a coup 
for the US Major League 
Soccer (MLS) franchise, 
which saw players like 
Chelsea’s Frank Lam-
pard cross the Atlantic, 
suggests more players 
could follow the Welsh-
man east.

“MLS was more an 
afterlife, somewhere you 
went at the end of your 
active playing career,” 
said Ellis Cashmore, 
honorary professor of 
sociology at Aston Uni-
versity and author of 

Studying Football. “But 
China is different. They 
want to make their pres-
ence known on the world 
stage. So many players 
and coaches are going to 
have their heads turned 
by China. They will say ‘if 
it’s good enough for Bale 
it has to be good enough 
for anybody’, even though 
the technical standard 
might not be that high.”

Sullivan said that 
countries with “less 
well-founded football 
cultures”, needed stars 
to boost interest. He 
pointed out that Japan’s 
J-League had recruited 
Brazil’s Zico and Gary 
Lineker, while Pelé had 
once graced the MLS. 
“Bale would certainly in-
ject more excitement into 
Chinese football than 
[Southampton’s] Grazia-
no Pellè or [West Brom’s] 
Salomón Rondón [two 
players who have gone 
to China] which is pretty 

important right now, giv-
en that CSL has plateaued 
within China itself,” Sulli-
van said.

Nevertheless, Bale 
may be switching clubs 
at an opportune time: 
the popularity of Chinese 
sides within China now 
eclipses that of Euro-
pean clubs. A report by 
Brand Finance found that 
Guangzhou Evergrande 
Taobao FC is the coun-
try’s favourite football 
club brand, as chosen 
by 25% of Chinese fans, 
ahead of both Real and 
Barcelona. And almost 
90% of Chinese fans are 
aware of the CSL but only 
63% know about Germa-
ny’s Bundesliga and 58% 
Spain’s La Liga.

“In five years’ time we 
will be talking about the 
CSL in the same way we 
talk about the Bundesli-
ga, Serie A and the Pre-
mier League,” Cashmore 
predicted.

Trump more of risk factor for 
India than he may appear: Book

Indians not going out, 
foreigners might come in 

for Olympic boxing training

Mary Kom wins gold medal in style 
ahead of World Championships

Swimming Australia 
denies cover-up of 

Jack failed drug test
New delhi, Jul 28 (PTI) For In-
dia, Donald Trump is more of a risk 
factor than he may appear as New 
Delhi’s interests are unlikely to be 
served by his trade wars and pro-
gressive disengagement of the US 
from multilateral institutions and 
treaties that have maintained the 
global order for decades, claims a 
new book. Veteran journalist Alan 
Friedman in his book “Democracy 
In Peril: Donald Trump’s Amer-
ica” also says that for India, the 
US president may turn out to be a 
“double-edged sword”.

“On the one hand, he remains 
the enemy of my enemy, but on the 
other, he is dangerous, unpredict-
able and impulsive decision-mak-
er,” he writes.

“It is not a given that India’s 
best interests will be served by 
Trump’s trade wars and his pro-
gressive disengagement of the US 
from the multilateral institutions 
and treaties that have maintained 

the global order for decades. For 
India, Trump is more of a risk fac-
tor than he may appear,” he says.

In the book, Friedman tells a 
vivid story of terrible inequality - 
from the excesses of Wall Street to 
the rising poverty in the US - and 
explores issues, from racism and 
gun control to Obamacare, that 
have polarised a nation.

The author also claims that 
there is a great deal in common 
between Trump and Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi as regards 
to issues like politics, approach to 
governing and nationalism.

He says the most extraordinary 
aspect of the Trump presidency is 
that it truly appears to function ac-
cording to the strictures of a reali-
ty television format.

According to him, Trump has 
made the tweet the “ultimate 
weapon of mass distraction in 21st 
century American politics” as he 
has sacked dozens of his own ad-

ministration nominees unceremo-
niously and often quite aggressive-
ly by a tweet. Friedman says that 
Trump’s transactional approach to 
international relations, combined 
with his “America First” agenda, 
could actually hasten the emer-
gence of a new world order in which 
Washington is forced to share more 
powers with Moscow and Beijing.

He says Trump cannot stop the 
centrifugal dynamics of globalisa-
tion and the eventual emergence 
of a tripolar world but he can be 
“highly disruptive” along the way.

For Friedman, Trump’s trade 
war with China and his withdraw-
al of the US from the Paris Accord 
on climate change and from many 
other international agreements 
is consistent with his campaign 
promises and core beliefs. “In 
many ways, the world has been 
turned upside down by Trump,” he 
writes in the book, published by 
Om Books International.

New delhi, July 28 (PTI): 
Six-time world champion 
MC Mary Kom claimed 
the gold medal without 
breaking a sweat in the 
23rd President’s Cup, 
asserting her supremacy 
in a lop-sided 51kg bout 
final in Labuan Bajo, In-
donesia on Sunday.

The Olympic bronze 
medallist pugilist deci-
mated Australian April 
Franks 5-0.

The 36-year-old In-
dian had also won a gold 
medal at the India Open 
boxing tournament in 
May, but skipped the 
Asian Championships as 

part of a larger plan to 
enhance her chances of 
Olympic qualification.

The Asian Champi-

onship was held in Thai-
land in May. Fresh from 
winning the gold at the 
India Open two months 

ago, Mary Kom partici-
pated in this prestigious 
tournament with the aim 
of testing herself and get-
ting some much-need-
ed bouts under the belt 
ahead of the World 
Championships.

Mary Kom, who 
claimed her sixth world 
title last year in Delhi, 
will be looking to qual-
ify for the 2020 Tokyo 
Olympics in the World 
Championships in Yekat-
erinburg, Russia.

The 2019 World Box-
ing Championships for 
women will be held from 
September 7 to 21. 

Melbourne, Jul 28 (AFP): 
Swimming Australia in-
sisted on Sunday it fol-
lowed the rules in deal-
ing with a failed drug test 
by relay world-record 
holder Shayna Jack, re-
jecting claims it wasn’t 
transparent about the 
“embarrassing” result.

The 20-year-old, part 
of Australia’s 4x100m 
freestyle team that 
set a world record at 
last year’s Common-
wealth Games, failed an 
out-of-competition test 
late last month and has 
been suspended.

She returned home 
days before the start of the 
world championships in 
South Korea citing “per-
sonal reasons” but news of 
the incident only emerged 
in a media report on Sat-
urday, with Jack then 
denying wrongdoing in 
an Instagram post. In a 
statement released after 
the revelation, Swimming 
Australia admitted the 
Australian Sports An-
ti-doping Authority (ASA-
DA) had told it Jack tested 
positive on June 26. But 
the Australian governing 
body maintained it was re-
quired to keep the details 
confidential “until such 
time as either ASADA or 
the individual athlete re-
lease details of an adverse 
test result”.

Richard Ings, the 
former head of ASADA, 
questioned this in a tweet 
late Saturday and called 
Jack’s explanation for 
missing the world cham-
pionships “an untruth”. 

“If Swimming Australia 
are suggesting that their 
anti-doping policy, ap-
proved by ASADA, forbids 
them from announcing 
the Jack provisional sus-
pension, they are wrong,” 
he said. In a follow-up 
tweet on Sunday morning, 
he added: “If Swimming 
Australia and ASADA have 
a policy of not announcing 
provisional suspensions 
then they should quickly 
change it.

“Major global sports 
all announce provisional 
suspensions. You can’t 
hide suspended athletes. 
It always gets out. Trans-
parency is permitted by 
WADA (World Anti-Dop-
ing Authority).”

Swimming Australia 
chief executive Leigh Rus-
sell, who called the test re-
sult “bitterly disappoint-
ing and embarrassing”, 
insisted the rules were 
“very, very clear” and they 
prevented her from speak-
ing out earlier. “I accept 
this is a frustrating posi-
tion, but also I accept that 
Shayna has the right to a 
fair process,” Russell told 
reporters in Melbourne 
on Sunday.

“She told us she was 
preparing to announce 
the adverse test results 
this week. She said she 
wanted to wait until her 
teammates had finished 
competing.” Russell said 
she was not permitted 
to provide more details 
about the result, ac-
knowledging it wasn’t 
ideal for Swimming Aus-
tralia’s hands to be tied. 

POONAM MEhRA
New delhi, July 28 
(PTI): Athletes heading 
off to foreign shores to 
prepare themselves for 
Olympics is common in 
India. But boxing is set to 
buck the trend in the run-
up to the qualifiers for 
next year’s Tokyo Games 
to prevent any “travel-re-
lated burnouts”.

Instead of Indi-
ans taking the flight to 
sought-after destinations 
in Europe or Americas for 
training, plans are afoot 
to invite boxers from 
these regions for joint 
training programmes on 
Indian soil in the first 
half of December.

“The idea is to ensure 
that our boxers don’t get 
burnt out by too much 
travelling. We are already 
travelling quite a lot for 
tournaments this season 
and it would be a good 
idea to train at home be-
fore the Olympic qualifi-
ers in January because I 
believe December is a re-
ally good time to be in In-
dia,” Indian boxing’s High 
Performance Director 
Santiago Nieva told PTI.

“The weather is gen-
erally good and consid-
ering that Europe is too 
cold at that time of the 
year, we are expecting a 
positive reply from the 
countries we intend to in-
vite. We would also be in-
viting teams from North 
Africa,” he revealed.

The Indian boxers, 
both men and women, 
have endured a busy 
2019 so far and have 
been quite literally living 
out of the suitcase.

They were in ac-
tion in the first three 
months, competing 
in European calendar 
openers in Bulgaria and 
Finland before fight-
ing it out at the Asian 
Championships in April.

This was followed 
by trials for the tourna-
ments in Kazakhstan, 
Philippines and Russia in 
July-August. September 
brings with it the world 

championships in Russia, 
for both men and wom-
en, and subsequently the 
National Championships 
in October.

“So, you see, if we 
travel too much, it could 
lead to exhaustion which 
is not good before the 
Olympic qualifiers. There 
has to be enough time for 
rest and recovery to get 
the best out of them in 
top competitions,” Nieva 
explained.

“We have good facil-
ities in the Inspire Insti-
tute of Sports (IIS) in Bel-
lary. We would be hold-
ing a camp there because 
I believe facilities in Pa-
tiala (where the national 
camp is based right now) 
can be made slightly 
better. We are working 
towards it and hopefully 
they would improve. The 
discussions have already 
taken place on this,” he 
added. The Boxing Feder-
ation of India (BFI) tied 
up with IIS, which has 
Olympic gold-medallist 
shooter Abhinav Bindra 
and former cricket cap-
tain Sourav Ganguly on 
its advisory board, a few 
weeks ago.

Boxing has endured 
a topsy-turvy year 
globally with the Inter-
national Olympic Com-
mittee stripping the 
sport’s world govern-
ing body of the right 
to conduct the sport in 
the Tokyo Games.

As a result, the Sep-
tember world champi-
onships lost the Olympic 
qualifier status and the 
first qualifying event for 
Tokyo will now be held in 
January. Asked if India is 
on track given the shake-
up, Nieva said “We are 
on track. In fact, I would 
sa we are better-placed 
compared to where we 
were a couple of years 
ago. The results this year 
have been very encour-
aging” “But of course, 
there is always scope for 
improvement and we 
will continue to strive for 
that,” he added.
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hong Kong protesters defy 
police ban and march again

hong Kong, Jul 28 
(AFP): Tens of thousands 
of pro-democracy pro-
testers defied authorities 
to hold unsanctioned 
marches through Hong 
Kong on Sunday, a day af-
ter riot police fired rub-
ber bullets and tear gas 
to disperse another ille-
gal gathering, plunging 
the financial hub deeper 
into crisis.

Huge crowds made 
their way through the 
main island’s streets in a 
now-familiar scene, but 
Sunday’s marches had a 
key difference -- police 
had banned them.

Officials had initially 
only given permission 
for a rally in a park in 
the commercial dis-
trict known as Central, 
but the crowds quick-
ly spilled into the sur-
rounding streets.

Some headed east to 
Causeway Bay, a pop-
ular shopping district, 
where they then erect-
ed barricades and took 
over a main thorough-
fare as shops and malls 
shuttered.

Another group head-
ed west towards the 
Liason Office -- the de-
partment that represents 
China’s central govern-
ment -- which was guard-
ed by lines of riot police.

Tensions rose as the 
standoff ensued.

“I feel so conflicted, 
seeing young people 
sacrifice their future for 
Hong Kong,” a 22-year-
old student protester 
called Marcus told AFP, 
bursting into tears.

The latest march 
comes a day after a 
town near the border 
with mainland China de-
scended into chaos as 
police battled protesters 
holding another banned 
rally against suspected 
pro-government triad 
gangs who beat up de-
mocracy demonstrators 
there last weekend.

Riot police used tear 

gas throughout the af-
ternoon and evening in 
Yuen Long after tense 
standoffs with protest-
ers, some of whom were 
throwing projectiles 
and had surrounded a 
police van.

Rubber bullets were 
fired later in the clash-
es, which ended when 
officers baton-charged 
the last remaining dem-
onstrators inside the 
town’s metro station, 
leaving pools of blood 
in the same concourse 
where the suspected tri-
ads had attacked the pre-
vious weekend.

Saturday’s violence 
compounds the political 
crisis engulfing the city’s 
pro-Beijing leadership 
who are seemingly un-
able, or unwilling, to end 
the chaos.

Semi-autonomous 
Hong Kong has been 
plunged into its worst 
crisis in recent history 
after millions of dem-
onstrators took to the 
streets and sporadic 
violent confrontations 
erupted between police 
and pockets of hardcore 
protesters.

The demonstrations 
over the last seven weeks 

were triggered by a con-
troversial bill which 
would have allowed ex-
traditions to mainland 
China, but have evolved 
into a call for wider dem-
ocratic reforms and a 
halt to sliding freedoms.

Yet the unprecedent-
ed protests with huge 
turnouts -- as well as 
frequent clashes and the 
sacking of parliament -- 
have had little luck per-
suading Beijing or Hong 
Kong’s leaders.

Beijing has issued in-
creasingly shrill condem-
nations in the last two 
weeks, but has left it to 
the city’s government to 
deal with the situation.

City leader Carrie 
Lam has shown no sign 
of backing down beyond 
agreeing to suspend the 
extradition bill.

Her administration 
has faced down weeks of 
public anger and she has 
made few public appear-
ances beyond visiting 
injured officers and hold-
ing a handful of press 
conferences.

Pro-democracy law-
maker Claudia Mo said 
the city was now trapped 
in a “vicious cycle” where 
huge peaceful marches 

that have been ignored 
by the government end 
with violence between 
police and small groups 
of hardcore protesters.

“You see force being 
escalated on both sides 
but then this is a huge 
imbalance because the 
police are in possession 
of deadly weapons. This 
sums up Hong Kong to-
day,” she told AFP.

Tensions were signifi-
cantly raised after last 
weekend’s attack by a 
pro-government mob in 
Yuen Long.

The town is in Hong 
Kong’s rural New Terri-
tories where many of the 
surrounding villages are 
known for triad connec-
tions and their staunch 
support for the pro-Bei-
jing establishment.

That brazen assault 
resulted in at least 45 
people being taken to 
hospital. Police were 
heavily criticised for be-
ing too slow to respond 
to the violence, fuelling 
accusations of collusion 
or turning a blind eye to 
the pro-government mob 
-- allegations the force 
has denied.

In a rare move, police 
banned Saturday’s rally 

saying they feared repri-
sal attacks against vil-
lagers from protesters, a 
decision that only height-
ened anger towards a 
force already perceived 
to be protecting pro-gov-
ernment aggressors.

Tens of thousands 
of people defied the ban 
on Saturday and began a 
peaceful rally.

But small groups of 
more hardcore protest-
ers, many in helmets and 
carrying shields, con-
fronted police outside 
the villages and accused 
them of protecting triads.

Tensions quickly rose 
and a now-familiar pat-
tern of running battles 
between police and pro-
testers began.

Police on Sunday said 
13 arrests were made in 
Yuen Long.

Among them was Max 
Chung, a young activist 
who had initially applied 
for permission to hold 
the Yuen Long protest. 
He was arrested for incit-
ing an illegal assembly.

Hospital authorities 
said 24 people were in-
jured, most of whom 
have been discharged 
but with two remaining 
in a serious condition.

Afghan official says government 
will hold talks with Taliban

At least 13 killed in Myanmar 
jade mine landslide

Brexit is a ‘massive economic 
opportunity’: PM Johnson

Iran says European fleet in 
Gulf would be ‘provocative’

Manchester, Jul 27 (AFP): British 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson on Satur-
day said Brexit was a “massive econom-
ic opportunity” but had been treated 
under his predecessor Theresa May as 
“an impending adverse weather event”.

In a speech in Manchester where 
he pledged new investment in 
Leave-voting areas, Johnson promised 
to step up negotiations on post-Brex-
it trade deals and set up free ports to 
boost the economy.

“When people voted to leave the Eu-
ropean Union, they were not just vot-
ing against Brussels, they were voting 
against London too,” he said.

Johnson promised to give more 
powers to local communities, as well 
as boost broadband and transport in-
frastructure in a speech focused on do-
mestic issues.

“Taking back control doesn’t just 
apply to Westminster regaining sover-
eignty from the EU, it means our cities 
and counties and towns becoming more 
self governing,” he said. “Leaving the EU 
is a massive economic opportunity to 
do things we’ve not been allowed to do 
for decades,” he said.

Asked about the prospect of Brexit 
negotiations, Johnson said he was will-
ing to engage with EU partners but only 
if the backstop clause was removed 
from the current divorce agreement 
struck by May.

The backstop seeks to ensure a 
free-flowing post-Brexit border be-
tween British Northern Ireland and 
the Republic of Ireland, an EU member 
state, in all eventualities.

“The approach of the UK govern-
ment is not going to be disengaged or 
aloof or waiting for them to come to us, 
we are going to try to solve this prob-
lem,” he said.

“We can’t do it as long as that an-
ti-democratic backstop, that backstop 
that seeks to divide our country, divide 
the UK, remains in place. We need to get 

it out and then we can make progress.”
The new leader earlier tried to 

dampen speculation he could call an 
early election.

The former mayor of London, who 
only took charge on Wednesday, has 
promised to take Britain out of the EU 
by the latest deadline of October 31 -- 
deal or no deal.

But he has focused on domestic 
priorities in his first few days in office, 
including a pledge on Friday to reverse 
drastic cuts to the police force made un-
der May.

Commentators have speculated that 
he could be preparing to call a general 
election, hoping to regain the Conserva-
tive majority that May lost at the polls 
in 2017. Johnson on Friday “absolutely” 
ruled out initiating such a poll before 
Britain leaves the bloc. “The British 
people voted in 2015, in 2016, in 2017,” 
he said during a visit to the central En-
glish city of Birmingham.

“What they want us to do is deliver 
on their mandate, come out of the EU 
on October 31. They don’t want anoth-
er electoral event, they don’t want a 
referendum, they don’t want a general 
election.” However, Britons could be 
headed to the polls if MPs bring down 
Johnson’s new government in a no con-
fidence vote in order to try and prevent 
a no-deal Brexit from happening.

Britain voted 52 percent in favour 
of leaving the European Union in a 
shock 2016 referendum that partially 
reflected deep resentment over eco-
nomic inequality.

Johnson said Saturday’s speech in-
tended to “set out his vision to rebal-
ance power, growth and productivity 
across the UK”.

May also came to power promising 
to fight Britain’s “burning injustices” 
but her domestic agenda was over-
whelmed by Brexit negotiations and 
her failed attempts to persuade parlia-
ment to vote in favour of her exit deal.

Yangon, Jul 28 (AFP): At 
least 13 jade mine work-
ers and security guards in 
northern Myanmar were 
killed in a landslide Sunday, 
authorities said, as rescu-
ers frantically searched 
for more victims. Dozens 
die each year in landslides 
caused by jade mining, a 
dangerous and poorly reg-
ulated industry in Kachin 
state between the country’s 
borders with China and In-
dia. Myanmar’s fire services 
department said in a Face-
book post the accident hap-
pened in the early morning 
in Hpakant township.

“We have sent two in-
jured men and the dead 
bodies of 13 men” to a 

local hospital, the depart-
ment said. A police officer 
on the scene told AFP that 
the upper part of a mine 
collapsed and fell around 
200 metres (700 feet) 
onto those sleeping below.

Though new regu-
lations suspend mining 
during the wet season 
peak from July through 
September, some work-
ers stay on site. Heavy 
rains pounded the area 
over the last week, ac-
cording to the officer, 
who said the search for 
those missing is ongoing.

The deadly landslide 
is the latest to hit Hpa-
kant, the epicentre of a 
multibillion jade trade 

fueled by insatiable de-
mand in China. In April 
more than 54 people were 
killed when a massive 
landslide buried workers 
along with dozens of ve-
hicles. Many miners are 
from impoverished ethnic 
minority communities 
who risk their lives hunt-
ing the translucent green 
gemstone. Drug addic-
tion among workers is 
also a major problem in 
Hpakant, which has been 
turned into a vast moon-
scape-like terrain by 
years of mining. Watch-
dog Global Witness esti-
mated that the industry 
was worth some USD 31 
billion in 2014. 

Tehran, Jul 28 (AFP): 
Iran on Sunday slammed 
as “provocative” a Brit-
ish proposal for a Euro-
pean-led naval mission 
to escort tankers in the 
Gulf, amid soaring ten-
sions over the seizure 
of ships. “We heard that 
they intend to send a Eu-
ropean fleet to the Per-
sian Gulf which naturally 
carries a hostile message, 
is provocative and will 
increase tensions,” said 
government spokesman 
Ali Rabiei.

Britain said on Mon-
day it was planning a 
European-led force to es-
cort tankers through the 
world’s busiest oil ship-
ping lane in response to 
Iran’s seizure of a UK-
flagged vessel on July 19.

The seizure of the 
Stena Impero came two 
weeks after British au-
thorities detained an Ira-
nian tanker -- the Grace 
1 -- off its overseas terri-
tory Gibraltar on allega-
tions it was breaching EU 
sanctions on Syria.

In his comments on 
Sunday, the government 
spokesman said Iran be-
lieved the security of the 
oil-rich Gulf had to be 
maintained by countries 
in the region. “We are the 

biggest agent of maritime 
security in the Persian 
Gulf,” Rabiei said, quoted 
by ISNA news agency.

Iran’s President Has-
san Rouhani said such a 
force would only make 
matters worse.

“The presence of for-
eign forces will not help 
the region’s security and 
will be the main source 
of tensions,” Rouhani 
said after talks in Tehran 
with Oman’s minister of 
state for foreign affairs, 
Yusuf bin Alawi.

Britain on Thursday 
ordered its navy to escort 
UK-flagged ships through 
the Strait of Hormuz, 
where the Stena Impe-
ro was seized by Iran’s 
Islamic Revolutionary 
Guard Corps. But it has 
so far only received a 
cool response from the 
continent to its proposal 
for a multi-national es-
cort fleet that would ex-
clude the United States.

France said on Thurs-
day it was not willing 
to send extra military 
assets to the Gulf, but 
would share information 
and coordinate its cur-
rently deployed assets.

The US military has 
said it is already moni-
toring the strait, and de-

veloping a “multinational 
maritime effort” dubbed 
Operation Sentinel to 
increase surveillance 
and security in key Mid-
dle East waterways. The 
33-kilometre (22-mile) 
wide Strait of Hormuz 
provides the eastern 
entrance and exit point 
into the Gulf and runs 
between the United Arab 
Emirates and Iran. Iran’s 
high-seas standoff with 
Britain comes amid ris-
ing hostilities between 
the Islamic republic and 
UK ally the United States.

The arch-enemies 
have been locked in a bat-
tle of nerves since Presi-
dent Donald Trump with-
drew the US from a land-
mark 2015 deal aimed 
at limiting Iran’s nuclear 
programme and began 
reimposing sanctions. The 
situation has worsened 
since the Trump admin-
istration stepped up a 
campaign of “maximum 
pressure” against Iran this 
year, with drones downed 
and tankers mysteriously 
attacked in Gulf waters.

Rouhani said Washing-
ton sparked the crisis when 
it pulled out of the 2015 
nuclear deal known by its 
formal name Joint Compre-
hensive Plan of Action. 

Kabul, Jul 28 (AP): An 
Afghan official said Sun-
day that the government 
would hold its first-ever 
direct talks with the Tal-
iban within two weeks, 
but the insurgents quick-
ly denied any such meet-
ing was planned and re-
iterated their opposition 
to negotiating with gov-
ernment representatives 
in their official capacity.

The Taliban have 
been holding peace talks 
with the United States 
for nearly a year but have 
refused to recognize the 
Kabul government, view-
ing it as an American 
puppet.

Abdul Salam Rahimi, 
Afghanistan’s state min-
ister for peace affairs, 
said that a 15-member 
government delegation 
will meet with the Tali-
ban in Europe, without 
elaborating.

Taliban spokesman 
Zabihullah Mujahid said 
“there has been no agree-
ment on such a meeting 
and that has not been co-
ordinated with Taliban.”

He said that once 
the insurgents reach an 
agreement with the US, 
they would be open to 
intra-Afghan talks, but 
any government repre-
sentatives would have to 
participate in a personal 

capacity. US envoy Zal-
may Khalilzad, who is 
currently visiting Kabul, 
appears to share that po-
sition. He tweeted that 
another round of “in-
tra-Afghan” talks would 
occur “after we conclude 
our own agreements.”

He said it would in-
clude the Taliban and 
“an inclusive and effective 
national negotiating team 
consisting of senior govern-
ment officials, key political 
party representatives, civil 
society and women.” Sun-
day marked the first day of 
campaigning for presiden-
tial elections scheduled for 
September 28.

President Ashraf 
Ghani is seeking a second 
term on promises of end-
ing the 18-year war but 
has been largely side-
lined over the past year 
as the US has negotiated 
directly with the Taliban. 
The two sides are aim-
ing for an agreement in 
which American forces 
would withdraw in ex-
change for guarantees 
that Afghanistan will not 
be a launch-pad for inter-
national terror attacks.

The Taliban, who ef-
fectively control around 
half the country, have 
continued to carry out 
daily attacks on Afghan 
security forces. 
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PRINCESS DIANA! Ace womenswear designer 
Gaurav Gupta brought his fascination with undulating 
waves of the ocean to the ramp as he presented his 
latest couture line “Undercurrent” with Diana Penty as 
his muse on the day six of FDCI India Couture Week 2019. 
Diana, who made her foray into movies after working as 
a model, said coming back to the runway and walking 
for Gaurav was like homecoming. ICW 2019 concluded 
on Sunday.
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dear readers,
if you are having trouble getting your coPy of the summit times 
in your neighbourhood, Please message or WhatsaPP us your 
name and address at 9832556698 and We Will ensure that the 
neWsPaPer reaches you.

the BIG
PIC

Aries: Ah, endings! And the subsequent 
pain that continues to haunt us. There is no 
escaping the circle of life and death, Aries. 
Understanding this will liberate you from the 
trauma. Without glorifying toxic positivity, 
find one thing that is a source of joy in your ex-
istence. Turning your attention to the blessings 
could be the secret to raising your vibrations.
Tip: Find a healthier way to deal with the drama.
TAurus: Take a good look at your reality. 
Are you surrounded by the kind of people 
who nurture you and look out for you, or do 
you constantly find yourself questioning their 
motives? A cosmic cleanse is in order, Taurus. 
Let go of those you disrespect you or keep you 
from vibrating higher. Some of you may be 
awakening to your toxic patterns in romantic 
relationships. Remember, awareness is the first 
step to eliminating that which is not in align-
ment with your higher self.
Tip: A cosmic cleanse is in order.
Gemini: Not every war can be won by vio-
lence and aggression. Let love be your secret 
weapon this time around. Soften your heart 
and meet the person where they are. Your in-

tuitive abilities are heightened at this point. 
Turning inwards will give you the direction 
you need to move forward. For some of you, 
creative blocks could pose as a challenge. In-
stead of working on autopilot, change things 
up for yourself. An afternoon of free writing 
could help you access genius ideas.
Tip: Meet the person where they are.
CAnCer: It’s all fun and games until some-
body gets hurt. For the sake of your heart, stay 
away from the non-committal types. Walk 
away from those who already have other tabs 
open. There’s nothing wrong with their life 
choices. 
Tip: You deserve that perfect romance.
Leo: The honeymoon is not over unless you 
want it to be. Swap your bucket list with the be-
loved and find a dream destination that works for 
the both of you. Whether you are thinking about 
the sunny beaches of Santorini or the spice mar-
kets of Greece, there couldn’t be a better time to 
start planning your next vacation. For some of 
you, the move could be permanent. In this case, 
start getting your documents in order.
Tip: Revisit that bucket list.

VirGo: “Understanding someone’s suffer-
ing is the best gift you can give another person. 
Understanding is love’s other name. If you 
don’t understand, you can’t love.”  Let Thích 
Nhất Hạnh treatise open your heart, wild one. 
What this phase of your relationship calls for: 
a greater degree of kindness, compassion and 
empathy. If you find that your partner is most 
charming version of himself today, know that 
the love you put into the cosmos is being re-
turned to you in abundance.
Tip: Let kindness, compassion and empathy be 
your super powers.
LibrA: On the cards for you today: decep-
tion and drama. Sounds like the recipe for a 
perfect soap opera, Libra. Remember, you’re 
far too wise to get involved in dirty politics. 
Stay detached and watch the show. 
Tip: A certain of detachment will help you cut 
the unhealthy cords.
sCorpio: Love, romance, and commitment 
continue to be on the cards for you this week-
end. No more playing games, Scorpio. If you 
like it, put a ring on it. Let your true feelings be 
known. A Brené Brown quote to inspire you 

to open that space in your heart: “Waking up 
every day and loving someone who may or 
may not love us back, whose safety we can’t 
ensure, who may stay in our lives or may leave 
without a moment’s notice, who may be loyal 
to the day they die or betray us tomorrow—
that’s vulnerability.”
Tip: Allow yourself to be vulnerable in love.
sAGiTTArius: Don’t wait for them to 
write to you or initiate plans. You go first, 
Sagittarius. If the connection you share is real, 
trust that you feel will be reciprocated. Your 
revelations in the process: vulnerability is not 
such a bad thing after all. With your intuition 
especially heightened, you’ll feel like your 
messages are reaching others before you ver-
balise them.
Tip: Be the one to initiate the conversation.
CApriCorn: The texting game is getting 
old, Capricorn. Pick up the phone and initiate 
plans. There’s nothing a heart-to-heart with 
your loved ones cannot solve. Skip the party 
of the season for an evening of sipping chai 
and narrating stories from your lives though. 
Create an atmosphere that emanates warmth 

so everybody can be themselves.
Tip: Nurturing your soul ties is on the cards.
AquArius:The relationship you share with 
your partner is both spiritual and soulful. Send 
a prayer of gratitude into the cosmos. But it’s 
not just your romantic life that’s awakening 
you to the light within. Be aware of the friends 
and loved ones who are stepping in to remind 
you of the importance of living life consci-
entiously and fulfilling your sacred purpose. 
Some of you could even chance upon a mentor 
who gives you the strength you need to make 
positive life changes.
Tip: You are attracting the kind of people who 
are awakening you to the light within.
pisCes: The root of all suffering is either 
hanging on to a past you need to let go of, or 
projecting your worries onto the blank canvas 
of the future. Be aware of what your present 
is offering you, Pisces. Don’t let your fears be 
the reason you walk your blessings out the exit 
door. In the realm of love and relationships, 
this is a time of movement.
Tip: Your fears could be blocking the blessings 
that are on their way to you.

I’m coming back to India: 
Celebrity chef Gordon Ramsay

Have an innate need to create 
something new: designer Gaurav Gupta

Kang Daniel makes 
solo debut with “What 

Are You Up To” MV
Kang Daniel is finally back with his first solo 

music video, “What Are You Up To”, and 
fans are going wild. Following a six-month 
break from the music scene, the K-pop made 
a summer comeback with his first solo album, 
Color On Me, along with the release of his first 
music video yesterday at 6pm KST.

Speaking at a press showcase of the album, 
Kang explained the meaning behind the album 
title, “It’s not a mini album, it’s a special album. 
I wanted to show people my limitless poten-
tial and a wider variety of stages than before. 
I hope I am able to captivate many people with 
my unique colours.” The effort that he put into 
the album was something that he wanted to im-
press upon fans, too.

“I really didn’t have enough time [to pre-
pare this album] so I thought about [the album 
production] day and night to come up with a 
quality album despite the lack of time,” he said, 
reported the Korea Herald. “It really was not an 
easy job to write different stories for the lyrics 
[of the four tracks].”

NCT 127 talks about the most difficult 
part of shooting “Highway to Heaven”

RADhIKA ShARMA
New delhi, Jul 28 (PTI): Gordon Ram-
say will soon be touring India and the 
celebrity chef says he is looking forward 
to his visit.

“The good news is I’m coming 
back to India, and I can’t wait,” Ram-
say told PTI.

The British chef-restaurateur, who 
has earlier been to the country on culi-
nary adventures, said his love for the In-
dian subcontinental cuisine dates back 
to his childhood.

“We lived in a council 
house in the middle of Bir-
mingham in the Midlands 
growing up and my parents’ 
landlord was from Pakistan, 
and so I fell in love with not 
just the Indian/Pakistani 
cuisine then, so my ambition 
was always to travel to India 
to understand.

“From the north to the 
south, even 50 km from the 
Burmese border, Nagaland, 
again completely off-pieced 
and understanding what it 
was like with those commu-
nities in the depth of that jun-
gle, and cooking incredible 
food,” Ramsay said in a select 
roundtable interaction from 
Los Angeles over phone. But 
the highlight, he said, has been Kerala.

“It’s the land of the spice, and the fra-
grance. I didn’t think vegetarian cuisine 
could be that good in an ashram cooking 
with 55-60 women, preparing the most 
amazing meals,” he added.

The world-renowned chef will fea-
ture in summer culinary adventure 
series “Gordon Ramsay: Uncharted”, 
which premieres on July 29 at 10 pm, on 
National Geographic and Hotstar.

As the name goes, the show will see 
Ramsay treading the road less travelled 
-- from Peru, Laos and Morocco to Ha-
waii, Alaska and New Zealand which 
will keep him on his toes as he explores 
valleys, oceans, forests and mountains 
while tasting culinary brilliance.

But even before “Uncharted” aired, 
many compared the upcoming show’s 
format with that of late chef-travel doc-
umentarian Anthony Bourdain’s.

It was during his 2010 UK series for 
Channel 4, “Gordon’s Great Escapes,” 

that he came to India and Southeast Asia 
to taste both food and adventure.

Ramsay said he would never go on 
to “copy” anyone in the field, let alone, 
Bourdain, who was a great friend.

“Tony was a great friend of mine, and 
we shared many a time across the table 
with a glass of wine, and such a tragic 
loss. I would never, ever attempt to copy 
anybody in their profession.”

The chef admitted it unsettled him 
when the series came under “a little bit 
of flack” as it was announced a year ago.

“Back in 2004 I started my journey 
from visiting Cambodia, the most amaz-
ing Southeastern Asian islands, Viet-
nam, and then spending three months 
in India from north to south, and a 
week in an ashram in Kerala, and un-
derstanding how to perfect vegetarian 
cuisine, and so I was more upset with 
people criticising Uncharted’ without 
having seen it,” he said.

“Now that the programme’s out and 
clearly been successful and rated very 
well, I’m at peace now, because it’s good 
for them to see there’s no comparison. 
It’s completely different,” he added.

He said, as a person, he doesn’t 
like things all mapped out for him and 
the series put him in unknown waters, 
which was a new high.

“It’s me doing what I do best, an ad-
venture with food, understanding cul-
tures, and from becoming an amazing 
prolific chef, to becoming a teacher, to 
becoming a pupil, stripped of everything 

I know, and putting myself into that area 
of their expertise, for me was a dream 
come true.”

Sharing one of his takeaways from 
the show, Ramsay said “Uncharted” 
was about diving into unknown secrets 
without being touristy and “embedding 
myself in that community” and from a 
chef’s point of view, it was about “get-
ting close to the source”.

“I’ve spent the last two decades with 
the most amazing ingredients arriving 
on my doorstep, so to turn that in re-

verse and to go to the source. We also 
have that responsibility as a chef for sus-
tainability, and I think I’ve always been a 
big advocate with seasonality, and some 
of these ingredients that I came across 
in many countries, they stay there, and 
well done for that.

“I’ve tasted ingredients across this 
programme that I’ve never tasted before. 
The high altitude fruit farm, tiny farm in 
the mountains of Peru, the intense fla-
vour was extraordinary. We’ll never get 
to buy that ingredient in London. It was 
so nice to see new ingredients tasting 
incredibly different to what we’re used 
to from a chef’s point of view,” he said.

The multi- Michelin-star chef also re-
vealed a second season of the show is in 
the works and he is excited about it.

“We’re now planning countries as far 
as Tasmania, Indonesia, Jamaica, South 
Africa, and again, places that are incred-
ibly culturally laced with some of the 
most exciting cuisines ever,” he added.

TrIShA MUKherJee
New delhi, Jul 28 (PTI): A Gaurav 
Gupta outfit is distinctly recognis-
able in its sculptural style, one he has 
been practising since junior school, 
and successfully selling since 2004.

But, how does he keep the same 
design relevant even after 15 long 
years in the Indian fashion industry?

The celebrity designer questions 
back, “How did (Salvador) Dali keep 
reinventing surrealism? It’s as sim-
ple as that.” Gupta, 40, calls himself 
an artist, a surrealist artist to be spe-
cific, and his clothing lines do a fair 
job substantiating his claim.

The quintessential GG sculptural 
garments come in a plethora of sil-

houettes ranging from sarees, and 
lehengas, to gowns and dresses, and 
are fantastical, with their exquisite 
embellishments, daring ruffles, and 
ambitious trails.

A visit to his new store in Meh-
rauli here that opened doors last 
year, will expose how Gupta indulges 
in “endless exploration”.

Sometimes he moulds fabrics 
in an origamic way, sometimes he 
uses just a tad bit more of organza. 
At other times he will simply switch 
to fabrics like georgettes, tulles, silks, 
neoprenes or velvets.

“I have a problem. I have an in-
nate need to keep creating some-
thing new,” he admits.

NCTizens, your boys are back with a 
brand new music video! This time, the 

K-pop boy group released an English ver-
sion of “Highway To Heaven”, a track out of 
their We Are Superhuman EP that dropped 
in May this year. 

The seven-member group just wrapped 
their incredibly successful world tour ti-
tled NCT 127 1st Tour: NEO CITY - The Or-
igin, that spanned across continents from 
Asia to North America over the span of 
seven months.

Despite having a tour of this scale, 
Taeyong, Taeil, Yuta, Jaehyun, Winwin, 
Mark, Haechan, Johnny, Doyoung and Jung-
woo still managed to squeeze in time to 
record an English version of “Highway To 
Heaven” as well as a corresponding music 
video for the track.

Sitting down for an interview at Zane 
Lowe’s World Record on Beats 1, and to 
debut their new track on the show, Johnny 
told Zane, “Highway to Heaven is definite-

ly one of those songs that really makes us 
all feel the magic all-together. We made 
it in a Korean version, but we were like, 
this song also has to come out with En-
glish lyrics so we can connect to all our fans 
internationally.”

Mark also revealed the process of film-
ing the music video for the song, saying, 
“We actually filmed it in LA. It was really 
hot. It took two days for us to film it. We had 
a great time and I feel that we are looking 
forward to the video as well. The choreogra-
phy is very nice as well and we cannot wait 
for our fans to like it.” 

Well, it was certainly worth it as the 
music video was an absolute feast for 
the eyes! The video has all seven mem-
bers driving through the desert land-
scape in LA, enjoying life and each oth-
er’s company. It fits the uplifting vibe of 
“Highway To Heaven” perfectly, making 
fans feel as if they were going on a road trip 
with the boys.


