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CP Dhakal

SKM’s Women & Youth

UNICEF ready to support Sikkim’s
efforts to become disaster resilient

sworn in

asstate . Convention beglns in Rolu &
Information Shrvstans gt
Ofﬁcel" Regional ~ Consultation

GANGTOK, 18 DEC [IPR]:
Retired Secretary to the
Government of Sikkim,
Chewan Prasad Dhakal,
was sworn in as the State
Information Commission-

er of Sikkim at a function
held in Ashirwad Hall, Raj
Bhawan today.

Governor Ganga
Prasad administered the
oath of office to the State
Information Commis-
sioner Designate in the
presence of Chief Min-
ister Pawan Chamling,
Speaker KN Rai, Cabinet
Ministers, Chief Secretary
and senior officers of the
State administration.

After signing of the
oath/ affirmation relat-
ing to his assumption of
office and attestation by
the Governor, the State
Information Commis-
sioner was congratulated
by all the dignitaries and
guests present.

State not
Centre to blame
on LT issue:
BJP Sikkim
SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 18 DEC:
haratiya Janata Par-
ty Sikkim Pradesh
has alleged that it is not
the Centre but the State
Government that has de-
prived Limboo-Tamang
communities of repre-
sentation in the State
Assembly. The party has
alleged that during a re-
cent meeting of Sikkim
Democratic Front par-
ty in West Sikkim, Chief
Minister Pawan Cham-
ling stated that “the Cen-
tre has deprived Limboo
turn to pg02

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 18 DEC:

six-day Women and

Youth Convention of
Sikkim Krantkari Morcha
started at Rolu in South
Sikkim today.

The convention was
inaugurated by SKM
chief coordinator, Sang-

ha MLA Sonam Lama and
has been divided into
two phases, of which the
youth convention will be
held till 20 December
and the 10th Rolu Puja
at Rolu Mandir on 21
December in the first
phase and in the second
phase, the party’s wom-

en’s convention will be
held on 22 and 23 De-
cember, informs an SKM
press release.

The release informs
that youth in the thou-
sands registered for the
convention today.

The inaugural day
featured cultural presen-

tations, a speech compe-
tition for the youth on
‘Sikkim Ma Parivartan
Huna Kina Khancho Cha),
it is informed.

The release adds
that the convention was
also attended by senior
leaders and workers of
the SKM party.

on Child Centred Emer-
gency Preparedness for
Response for North East-
ern States being held in
the capital. The work-
shop is being organized
by Sikkim State Disaster
Management Authority
(SSDMA) in collaboration
with UNICEF, NDMA and
OXFAM, India.

The second day had
Disaster Risk Reduction,
UNICEF Chief, Lars Bernd
as the guest of honor along
with Vice Chairperson of
SSDMA, Prof. VK. Sharma
and Special Secretary of
Land Revenue Disaster
Management Department,
Rinzing Chewang.

Addressing the inau-
gural session of the day,
chief guest, AK. Shrivas-
tava said that natural di-
saster cannot be stopped
but there is a need to learn
and understand how to
manage the disaster as
North Eastern states are

disaster
situations. He lauded the
effort of the organizing
Department and partner
agencies and stated that
these types of Regional
Consultation workshops
help in taking the stake-
holders a step ahead in di-
saster preparedness.

“I am sure that this
type of dialogue will help
us to understand what
is needed to bring more
focus on need and vul-
nerabilities of children
and women and also to
prepare complete com-
prehensive report for
future references. This
consultation will aid the
government to build ca-

vulnerable to

pacities of line depart-
ments, particularly the
social sectors to reduce
vulnerability of children
and women to disas-
ters,” stated the Chief
Secretary. He called for
the need to take effec-
tive steps to mainstream
child-women centred di-
saster risk approach and
plan for ensuring conti-
nuity of services during
disasters. He also men-
tioned the challenges
posed by forest fires in
the State in recent times.
Earlie, Vice Chairper-
son SSDMA, Prof. VK. Shar-
ma, informed about vari-

ous steps and processes
turn to pg02

WSOS installs Reading Corner
at Pacheykhani School

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 17 DEC:
Reading Corner in-
stalled at Govern-
ment Secondary School,
Pacheykhani by Wander-
ing Souls of Sikkim was
inaugurated by East Zilla
Adhakshya, SS Bokhim,
on 17 Dec, 2018.
Installed with the
objective of imbibing a
reading habit among
the students, the read-
ing corner has been
appointed with a wide

— 1 ——
T

range of books.

The Zilla Adhakshya
congratulated WSOS for
the initiative and called
upon the students to
take maximum advan-
tage of the reading cor-
ner and use it as a store-
house of knowledge.

Headmaster DP Kha-
tiwara also thanked
WSOS for setting up the
reading corner.

The inauguration
ceremony was also at-
tended by Chalamthang

Pacheykhani Zilla Pan-
chayat, Leela Sharma,
WSOS co-founder, Pranay
Khatiwara, Gram Pancha-
yats, SMC members, par-
ents, school heads and
teachers from various
schools around Pakyong,
students and others.

WSOS has thanked its
sponsors for supporting
the initiative and informs
that they intend to set up
similar reading corners
in other schools as well
in the future.

ASTDC

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Sealed tender invited from the interested firm/ individual for the Auction of the Vehicle belonging to
Sikkim Tourism Development Department Corporation bearing the following description :-

Won't let PM sleep until all farm loans waived: Rahul Gandhi

New DELHI, DEC 18 (PTI): Ad-
dressing the country’s distressed
farmers directly from the doors of
Parliament, Congress chief Rahul
Gandhi Tuesday said he and other
opposition leaders will not let Prime
Minister Narendra Modi sleep until
all farm loans are waived.

In a stinging attack on what
he described as crony capitalism,
Gandhi said the government has
turned a blind eye to the loans giv-
en to 15 top industrialists of the
country, including Reliance’s Anil
Ambani, but made no effort to alle-
viate the woes of the farmers in the
last four years.

“We promised to waive loans
in 10 days. In two states, we did it
within six hours and we would do
it in the third state very soon,” he
told reporters outside Parliament.

He was referring to the Con-
gress’ newly-formed governments

in Madhya Pradesh and Chhattis-
garh fulfilling promises made ahead
of the assembly polls and waiving
loans on Monday. A Congress gov-
ernment, led by Ashok Gehlot, was
also sworn-in in Rajasthan.

Gandhi said the recent win of
the Congress in Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh is the victo-
ry of the poor; the farmers, the youth,
labour and small shopkeepers.

“Modi ji has been prime min-
ister for 4.5 years, but has not
waived a single rupee of farmers’
loans. I want to tell you that the
Congress party and other opposi-
tion parties will unite till all farm
loans are waived. We will stand up
and fight against them, we will not
retract a single inch, we will not let
him (PM) sleep at night, till the time
Indian farmers’ loans are waived.

“I want to give this message
and tell the farmers that this coun-

try is yours and not of 15-20 indus-
trialists. That injustice being done
to you, despite the hard work
and toil that help provide food to
the country. Your voice does not
reach and we will help do it. We
have done it in three states and
you remember that we will exert
pressure on Narendra Modi to
waive farm loans,” he said.

Taking to Twitter, he later said,
“We have done what we said. The
prime minister should draw les-
sons from this. The prime minister
should know; till he waives loans of
farmers across the country we will
not let him sleep in peace.”

He issued a challenge to the
prime minister while addressing
the reporters, saying, “If the Modi
government does not waive farm
loans, we guarantee to waive farm
loans if voted to power in 2019.”

turn to pg02

Gangtok

Offsetvaluelasyvaultediby,

The Vehicle can be inspected at Burtuk Helipad with the per
working hour between 10.00 hrs to 15.00 hrs.Sikkim Tourism Development Corporation reserves the right to reject any or all
tender without assigning any reason thereof.

Pa a O z z
Make / Model Toyota Innova Year of Manufacture
Engine No- 2KD 6401834
1 Chassis No MBJ11JV4007194845
Life of the Vehicle 09 Years Nov-09
ehtcle Registered SK.01-Z-0048
Offsetivaluelasivaulted’by/SNTyDivision'Transport'Deptt,Govt ofiSikkim::Rs}2,10,000/-
Make / Model Toyota Innova Year of Manufacture
Engine No- 2KD 6402065
3 Chassis No MBJ11JV4007195018
Nov-09
Life of the Vehicle 09 Years
Vehicle Registered No SK-01-Z-0051
Make / Model Toyota Innova Year of Manufacture
Engine No- 2KD 6403743
2 Chassis No MBJ11JV40071954567 Nov-09
Life of the Vehicle 09 Years ov-
Vehicle Registered No SK-01-Z-0049

TeDivision Transport!Deptt)GovtlofiSikkim:=Rs2;10,000/=

On” as in where is basis” Lowest amount of the tender should not be below then Rs 2,10,000/-(Two
Lakh Ten Thousand Only) /- ,Sealed tender should reach to the Office of Chief Executive Officer,
Sikkim Tourism Development Corporation, Hotel Mayur, P.S.Road, Gangtok.

Duly accompanied by the earnest money in the form of TDR of Rs10,000/-(Rupees Ten Thousand Only) drawn in favour of
Sikkim Tourism Development Corporation as on 19" December 2018.

The tender will be opened on the next day (i.e. .20" Dec 2018) between 15.00 hrs -16.00 hrs in the presence of Tender
Committee and interested parties at Sikkim Tourism Development Corporation, Head Office, Hotel Mayur, P.S.Road,

2. STDC,Travel Division Office,M.G.Marg, Gangtok

3. STDC Burtuk Helipad

of the Assi:

Tender forms could be collected by paying Rs 1000/-(Non Refundable) from below mentioned addresses/(During._
working hour between 10.00 hrs to 15.00 hrs.)

1. Sikkim Tourism Development Corporation, Head Office, Hotel Mayur, P.S.Road, Gangtok

Sikkim Tourism Development Corporation

M Burtuk Helipad during

Sd/-
Chief Executive Officer,

Hotel Mayur, 1st Floor
P.S. Road, Gangtok
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SikkimSCAN

Gangtok on
Wednesday,
19Dec

Temp: 10°C/06°C
Forecast: Sunny
to partly cloudy
with a little rain in
the evening, then
a shower in spots

SUMMIT REPORT,
GANGTOK, 18 DEC:
Mevedir, in collabo-

ration with Krishi
Kalyan Abhiyan, oragan-
ized a GPU-level training
on Vermicomposting at
Khaniserbong GPU, West
Sikkim, in the presence
of Ward Panchayat, VLW
of Khaniserbong GPU and
with Bhisma Pradhan (SMS
of KVK), Nabin Gurung
(BTM of ATMA), along with
Mevedir Master Trainer,
Ganga Ram Chettri as re-
source persons.

The first session was
facilitated by Mr. Pradhan
who explained nutrients
in vermicompost and its
benefits while Mr. Gu-
rung explained the usage
and dosage and method
of vermicomposting.

In the next session,

Sunrise: 06:30 AM
Sunset: 03:42 PM

HAVE A
STORYTO
SHARE?

email us:
news @
summittimes.
Com

UNICEF ready to support...

taken by the State Government for Emergency Prepared-
ness Planning. He emphasized more regular Regional
Consultation workshop on Child Centred Emergency
Preparedness for Response in other North Eastern
States. He recorded his appreciation for the support
extended by UNICEF and other agencies.

Chief, Disaster Risk Reduction, Lars Bernd assured
that UNICEF is ready for a long term commitment and
will support the state government to ensure disaster
resilience. He said that disasters impact all sections
of society but other vulnerable sections including
children and women are more likely to get impact-
ed during tragedy. Speaking about the importance of
such workshops, he said that different plans will be
prepared to institutionalize child-women centred di-
saster risk reduction in the state and nation at large.

In his welcome address, Special Secretary, Land
Management Department,
Rinzing Chewang said that the Regional Consultation
Workshop will assist every stakeholder to outline
their strategy and plans to respond during emergen-
cies (disasters) mostly affecting children and women.

The second day of the workshop witnessed the
participation of UNICEF officials, UNDP officials, and
participants from North East states along with host
state Sikkim and resources persons.

The day was divided into six sessions in which
various officials and resource persons from UNICEF,
OXFAM India, and SSDMA shared their knowledge
and experiences about disaster management.

Won'tlet PM sleep until...

He said a united opposition will exert “such pres-
sure on Modi that not a single farmer will be left out”.

“The Congress and other opposition parties are
behind you. You don’t worry. Your work is being
done,” he told the farmers.

He also claimed that the loans of friends of Modi
and BJP president Amit Shah had been waived.

Alleging that Rs 3.5 lakh crore was waived for 15
people, including for Anil Ambani, he said poor peo-
ple and small shopkeepers were on one side and the
group of industrialists on the other.

He assured the people that the Congress and all
other opposition parties would stand by them.

Terming demonetisation “the world’s biggest
scam”, Gandhi said the government has stolen from
the public, shopkeepers and farmers.

“There will be many more typos coming now,” he
said when asked about government’s claim on the
“typo” in the affidavit given to the Supreme Court on
the Rafale issue.

The government claimed in its affidavit that the
Rafale pricing issue has been looked into by the CAG
whose report has been discussed in Parliament’s Pub-
lic Accounts Committee.

“A number of typo errors will come out now. This
is just a beginning of type errors, now one after the
other type errors will come, on JPC issue, on Rafale
issue, on farmers, on demonetisation, you will start
seeing type errors.

“Basically, what is happening is that money of peo-
ple of India is being stolen, of farmers, of small shop-
keepers. I consider demonetisation as the biggest
scam of the world. The purpose of note ban was to
snatch money of the poor and give to the friends of
Narendra Modi....” Gandhi claimed.

Raising the issue of alleged corruption in the Ra-
fale fighter jet deal, he accused the BJP of running
away from a debate in Parliament.

“We will force a JPC on the Rafale issue. Why are
they (government and BJP) running away from a de-
bate in Parliament,” he said.

Gandhi, however, skirted a question on Congress
leader Sajjan Kumar and the apology demanded by
the BJP from him after he was convicted by the Delhi
High Court a 1984 anti-Sikh riots case.

“My position on the riots, I have made it very clear
before. That is absolutely clear, the issue is very simple.
This press conference is about farmers of this country
and the fact is Mr Narendra Modi refuses to waive one
rupee of their loan and is ready to give Rs 45,000 crore
to an industrialist through corruption,” he said.

He also did not answer a question on Madhya
Pradesh Chief Minister Kamal Nath'’s statement about
workers from Bihar and said he will ascertain the
facts before speaking on it.

Revenue & Disaster

farmers were taken to
the field where Mr Gu-
rung demonstrated the
process of making vermi-
compost.

Before concluding Mr.
Chettri detailed the or-
ganic norms and how the
land in the GPU was be-

A

ing certified under NOP
and NPOP norms, what it
means and how the farm-
ers can contribute to the
various organic norms
and principles set by the
certification bodies.

He also stressed the
need for regular internal

g farmers

Vermicompost training held
for Khaniserbon

and external inspections
that are being conducted
in all the farms and why
it was important to main-
tain the integrity of or-
ganic farming in the GPU.

More than 30 farm-
ers participated in the
training.

Janta Raj Sthapna Diwas
celebration concludes in Dzongu

WANGCHUK BHUTIA
DzoNnGu 18 DEC:

zongu has always

had a special place
in the heart of Chief Min-
ister Pawan Chamling
which is why the area has
seen rapid development
in all spheres, said Depu-
ty Speaker SLA cum MLA
Dzongu, Sonam Gyatso
Lepcha while addressing
the public at Lingdem
in Upper Dzongu, North
Sikkim today on the
last day of the Janta Raj
Sthapna Diwas.

The people of Dzongu
constituency celebrated
the event for Lingth-
em-Lingdem, Safo
Passingdang GPUs and
two wards of Mangan
Nagar Panchayat which
falls under Dzongu con-
stituency.

The opposition par-
ties are always blaming
the SDF government,

levelling baseless allega-
tions, said Mr Lepcha fur-
ther adding that the poli-
tics of 21st century should
be the politics of prosperi-
ty not propaganda.

The Deputy Speaker
further stated that who-
ever the party chooses
as the candidate for the
next election, people
should support it. Only
senior citizens of Dzongu
are aware of the plight of
Dzongu before SDF came
to power, he said.

Youth Convenor Dz-
ongu, Tshering Gyatso
Lepcha underlined the
development initiat-
ed by the government
in Dzongu and further
stated that the public of
Dzongu will stand with
the party. Now it is our
turn to lend support to
the party, he added.

Likewise, Zilla
member Tingling GPU,

Chungden Lepcha, high-
lighted about the rights
and dignity of women
being provided under the
SDF government.

Chairperson SNT cum
North District Presi-
dent, Pintso Namgyal
Lepcha said that elec-
tion is round the corner
and people should not
follow aspiring candi-
dates blindly until the
party’s high command
awards tickets.

Earlier, the function
was welcomed by Zilla
member, Lingthem-Ling-
dem GPU, Nimkit Paki-
moo.

Also in the function,
Pem Tshering Lepcha of
Ramom joined SDF after
quitting SKM.

The function was at-
tended by people from all
walks of life, panchayat
and Zilla members and
party workers.

Principal held after school wall
collapse Kills two children in Noida

Noipa, DEc 18 (PTI):
The principal of a pri-
vate school in which two
children were killed and
three injured in a wall
collapse was arrested
here Tuesday, police said.

Two kids, aged 10 and
7, were Kkilled when a wall
of the school in Salarpur
village collapsed Monday,
prompting Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Aditya-
nath to order a magisteri-
al-level inquiry.

KM Public School prin-
cipal Sanjeev Kumar Jha
was held on Tuesday near

his house in Sector 107 by
officials of the Sector 49
police station, they said.
This is the first arrest
in the case in which six
people have been booked
for culpable homicide
not amounting to mur-
der, endangering life of
others under the Indian
Penal Code and for cruel-
ty against children under
the Juvenile Justice (Care
and Protection of Chil-
dren) Act, 2015.
“Working on a tip-off,
Jha was held by the team
from the gate of Arogya

State not Centre to blame...
and Tamang of Sikkim from their constitutional justice”.
In a press release issued today, BJP Sikkim has said
that Limboo-Tamang were given Tribal status when
Atal Behari Vajpaaye was Prime Minister in 2003 and
during the delimitation process in 2006 the SDF gov-
ernment did not speak for the LT community.
LT communities have been deprived of their con-
stitutional right for 15 years due to the SDF govern-

ment, BJP has said.

The BJP state unit also alleged that the CM’s claim
of submitting memorandum to the PM on this issue
20 times is false since the SDF government is part of
the UPA government and has still failed to provide LT

Assembly seats.

Dham Maharishi Ashram in
Sector 107,” Station House
Officer Girija  Shankar
Tripathi, who led the po-
lice team, said, adding that
searches were underway to
nab the other accused.

The wall of the private
primary school collapsed
at around 9.30 am Mon-
day allegedly due to the
impact of some construc-
tion activity, involving
use of a heavy machine
(JCB), in the adjoining
plot in Salarpur village,
the police had said.

The FIR in the case
named school’s principal
Sanjeev Jha, its manager
Raghvendra Solanki, owner
Amit Bhati, his relative De-
shraj Bhati and Sumit Bhati
(Deshraj’s son) and an un-
identified JCB operator.

According to the FIR,
the school building was
“too old and deteriorat-
ed” while the construc-
tion work in the plot ad-
joining it was being done
“without any official ap-
proval from the authori-
ties concerned”.

Namchi business community
condemns Shanker Agarwal’s claims

SUMMIT REPORT,
NAMCHI, 18 DEC:
Asection of the busi-
ness community of
Namchi has condemned
claims made by contrac-
tor Shankher Agarwal
on 14 Dec at Jorethang.
Mr Agarwal had recently
joined Sikkim Krantikari
Morcha and during the
inauguration of SKM
party office at Jore-
thang, South Sikkim
onl4 Dec, had claimed
that he had support of

90% of the business
community of Namchi.
At a press conference
held in Namchi yesterday,
Muslim community [res-
ident, Javed Ansari, said
that Mr Agarwal made a
personal decision to join
a party and that while
they had no objections
to his making political
decisions for himself,
to drag all members of
business community from
Namchi for his political
gain was unacceptable.

All members of the
Muslim business com-
munity of Namchi con-
demned his claims and
advised him to not to is-
sues such statements in
the future.

Similarly, Namchi
Bhiari Jagaran Manch
general secretary, Binod
Gupta, also condemned
the statement and re-
marked that Mr Agarwal
has no right to extend his
political affiliations to
the entire community.

SUMMIT REPORT,
NAmMCcHI, 18 DEC:
Krishi Vigyan Kend-

ra (KVK), South Sik-
kim, conducted a daylong
programme as part of its
Pre-Rabi Campaign 2018-
19 on 18 Dec for the farm-
ers of South Sikkim.

The programme
commenced with aware-
ness on dairy care and
management  through
presentations made by

KVK-South conducts pre-Rabi campaign

Subject Matter Specialist
(Animal Husbandry), Dr
Chewang Norbu Bhutia.
Special Guest, Ag-
riculture Development
Officer (Soil Testing Lab
In-charge), Yograj Prad-
han, spoke on the impor-
tance of soil sampling,
soil reclamation, soil
health management, and
the different measures
taken up by the state de-
partment for the benefit

of farmers.

Chief guest, Horticul-
ture Development Officer,
Purnima Theengh, spoke
about the different schemes
of the department and up-
coming programmes.

Around 50 farm-
ers participated in the
Pre-Rabi Campaign and
also took an exposure
visit to the farm of very
successful  progressive
farmers.

Dry Christmas, New Year’s in Mizoram as
Zoramthanga takes steps for total prohibition

Arzawi, Dec 18 (PTI):
Christmas and New
Year’s celebrations in
Mizoram would hap-
pen without alcohol as
Zoramthanga  govern-
ment Tuesday decided
to declare dry days from
Friday to January 14 and
shut all liquor shops op-
erated by state agencies.

Zoramthanga’s MNF,
which stormed to pow-
er in the state, promised
total prohibition ahead
of the polls. However, as
a new legislation would
require time, the new
government decided to

declare dry days in the
christian-majority state.

The decision was
made in the first meeting
of the council of minis-
ters, Zoramthanga told
reporters. “Efforts would
be made to legislate pro-
hibition law by early next
year,” he added.

Total prohibition was
imposed in the state on
February 20, 1997 by
the then Congress gov-
ernment. However, it
was lifted in early 2015.
Following this, wine shops
were opened in the state
from March 16, 2015.

Inthe run up to the No-
vember 28 assembly polls,
alcohol emerged as a ma-
jor political issue. While
the Congress was against
total prohibition, the MNF
wanted a complete ban.

The BJP had taken a
middle path by propos-
ing to ban alcohol coming
from outside the state
and encourage only lo-
cally produced ones.

In the elections, MNF
ousted Lal Thanhawla’s
Congress  government
and bagged 26 seats of
the 40-member state
legislature.

Zaheer appointed Mumbai Indians’
Director of Cricket Operations

MumBaAl, DEc 18 (PTI):
Three-time [PL cham-
pions Mumbai Indians
Tuesday appointed for-
mer India speedster Za-
heer Khan as Director of
Cricket Operations.

The announcement
was made by the fran-
chise on its website.

Zaheer was also part
of the Mumbai Indians
in the IPL seasons 2009,
2010 and 2014.

He has 29 wickets to
his name from 30 outings
for the franchise.

Zaheer took to Twit-
ter to share his thoughts
and said it was a pleasure
to be back with the Mum-
bai Indians.

“Complete pleasure

\ » ONFL ﬂ
SAMSUNG

to be back in my home
city with the Mumbai
Indians squad. Looking
forward to be a part of
the dressing with @

ImRo45 and @mipal-
tan. Cant wait for the
season to start,” the
former left arm pacer
tweeted.
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Meeting resolves to enhance quality
of education at Sanskrit Pathshalas

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 18 DEC:
Acoordination meet-
ing was held today in
the office of the Addition-
al Director, HRDD, San-
skrit, with officials from
Ecclesiastical Affairs
Department with the ob-
jective to discuss quality
education at Sanskrit
Pathshalas and SREDA.
The meeting also em-
phasized on the intro-
ducing modern subjects

like Mathematics, En-
glish, Science and Social
Studies at these path-
shalas.

The meeting direct-
ed the eleven members
of the committee consti-
tuted by the State Govt
to prepare and draft a
suitable syllabus for
the development of the
Sanskrit language in
Classes I to VII which are
also to be taught in the
monastic schools.

Vijay Mallya faces
bankruptcy proceedings
in UK High Court

ADITI KHANNA
LonDoN, Dec 18 (PTI):
Embattled liquor tycoon
Vijay Mallya’s legal trou-
bles continue to mount
as he is set to face bank-
ruptcy proceedings in the
UK High Court next year,
brought by a consortium
of Indian banks in their
attempt to recoup unpaid
debt worth nearly 1.145
billion pounds.

TLT LLP, the UK-
based law firm which
had won a landmark case
for the 13 banks led by
State Bank of India (SBI)
earlier this year, con-
firmed on Monday that
their bankruptcy petition
against the 62-year-old
businessman has been
transferred to the insol-
vency list in London’s
High Court of Justice for
a hearing in the first half
of 2019.

“We can confirm that
we presented a bank-
ruptcy petition against
Dr Mallya on behalf of
the banks on 11 Septem-
ber 2018,” said Paul Gair,
partner at TLT.

“This was issued in
Dr Mallya’s local court,
Northampton County
Court, and has now been
transferred to the in-
solvency list in the High
Court of Justice in Lon-
don for the hearing. The
hearing is expected to
take place in the Spring,”
he said.

In a ruling in May, a
UK High Court judge had
refused to overturn a
worldwide order freez-
ing Mallya’s assets and
upheld an Indian court’s
ruling that the consor-
tium of 13 Indian banks
were entitled to recover
funds amounting to near-
ly 1.145 billion pounds.

TLT LLP has been
representing the banks
in their efforts to recover
their dues as part of the
worldwide freezing or-
der, with the bankruptcy
petition aimed at seiz-
ing his assets to recover
dues.

Besides SBI, the 13
Indian banks include
Bank of Baroda, Corpora-
tion bank, Federal Bank
Ltd, IDBI Bank, Indian
Overseas Bank, Jammu
& Kashmir Bank, Punjab

& Sind Bank, Punjab Na-
tional Bank, State Bank of
Mysore, UCO Bank, Unit-
ed Bank of India and JM
Financial Asset Recon-
struction Co Pvt Ltd.

They have secured
follow-on High Court
orders to recover some
of the funds owed to
them as a result of un-
paid loans by Mallya’s
now-defunct Kingfisher
Airlines.

Mallya, meanwhile,
remains on bail after his
extradition was recent-
ly ordered by Westmin-
ster Magistrates’ Court
in London, an order
which now awaits a
sign-off by UK home sec-
retary Sajid Javid.

Chief Magistrate,
Judge Emma Arbuthnot,
had ruled last week that
Mallya does have a case
to answer in the Indian
courts over substantial
“misrepresentations” of
his financial dealings,
in a boost to India’s
efforts to bring back
the businessman
wanted for alleged
bank fraud and mon-
ey laundering charges
amounting to an esti-
mated Rs 9,000 crores.

“There is clear evi-
dence of dispersal and
misapplication of the
loan funds and I find a
prima facie case the Dr
Mallya was involved in
a conspiracy to launder
money,” the ruling noted.

Mallya has indicated
that he plans to appeal
the verdict in the High
Court.

“My legal team will
review the judgment in
detail, consider various
options and then I will
decide going forward.
Thereis a process ahead,”
he told reporters.

He will have 14 days
to file an appeal once
Javid has made his deci-
sion on the extradition
order, which rarely goes
against the Chief Magis-
trate’s conclusion.

In separate legal pro-
ceedings, Mallya is also
set for a trial in May next
year to prevent his posh
London home, overlook-
ing Regent’s Park, from
foreclosure by Swiss
Bank UBS.

The introduction of
the new subjects and
proper preparation of
text books, especially in
Sanskrit language, will
definitely improve learn-
ing and teaching and en-
hance the understanding
of proper dharma, said
HP Dhakal.

The committee ex-
pressed confidence that
these changes will give
a huge boost to students
and parents across the

state and definitely pro-
vide wider knowledge in
understanding the San-
skrit language.

Mr. Dhakal, the chair-
person of the committee
to draft the syllabus, is
confident that the new
books with fresh syllabus
will be at hand for the
next academic session.

He informs that the
committee has almost
completed its task and
is under discussions

with experts from var-
ious monastic and San-
skrit Pathshalas.

The meeting was
also attended by the Re-
search Scholar, Ecclesias-
tical Affairs Department,
Dr Hissey Wangchuk,
Member Secretary and
Principal of Samdong
Sanskrit Mahavidyalaya,
GP Subba, Assistant Di-
rector Sanskrit of HRDD
and various Monastic
Schools.

Press Club wins friendly against
Sikkim Christian Sports Committee

LAYMIT LEPCHA
GANGTOK, 18 DEC:
friendly match was
played between
Press Club of Sikkim
and Sikkim Christian
Sports Committee
[SCSC] here at Paljor
Stadium on Tuesday
afternoon. In a well
contested match, Press
Club of Sikkim team de-
feated SCSC by 5-4.

The match was part
of the ongoing 7th Sik-
kim Inter Church Foot-
ball Tournament 2018
here at Paljor Stadium,
which is being organised
by SCSC.

Despite the chilly
weather and low visibil-
ity due to dense fog, en-
thusiastic players of both

teams exhibited a good
match and played their
hearts out. The first half
of the match ended 3-1
in favour of SCSC. How-
ever, Press Club of Sik-
kim bounced back in the
second half winning the
match 5-4.

Speaking to Sum-
mitTimes, SCSC presi-
dent Pastor Bhupal John
Basnett mentioned that
the main objective of
this friendly match was
to build a healthy rela-
tionship with the press
fraternity and also to
encourage youngsters
to live a healthy and
productive life through
sports.

“Although we lost
the match, we are very

LOST

I Sonam Palzor Lepcha, DOB: 15.03.1983,
S/o. Mr Aching Lepcha, R/o. Mangan North
Sikkim have lost my hand bag in which my
class X passed Certificate of CBSE Board
bearing Roll No: 3120242 passed out in the
year 1999 and Serial No: 00305268. So if
found kindly contact on: 9609861871.

FLAT AVAILABLE FOR RENT

Fully furnished, 3 Bedroom flat
available for rent at Church Road,
Near Diesel Power House. Conveniently
located by the roadside and a 3-minute
walk from M.G. Marg. Suitable for
Coporate Office and Guest House.

For further details please

Contact: 3434/17687 /9083826462

LAND FOR SALE
BL Plot, 60x60, both side road, Lower
Syari, Near Ranipool, Land is almost
flat. Contact 7384620040, 7477406169.

KUTSE SHEGU

The Kutse Shegu of Late Namgyal Dol-
ma who left for her heavenly abode on
03 Nov falls on 21 Dec. All well-wishers,
friends and family are invited to attend
the prayers at our residence, Tumin Kothi,
Tumin, East Sikkim. We also take this op-
portunity to thank all those who stood by
us in our time of bereavement and regret
our inability to do so individually.

Karma Tenzing Namg-
yal [son] and family
9933441234

happy to play against the
fourth pillar of democra-
cy to build a friendly re-
lationship,” he expressed.

Regarding the ongo-
ing inter-church foot-
ball tournament, Pastor
Basnett mentioned that
this was the 7th season
of Sikkim Inter Church
Football Tournament
and this year’s theme is
‘Play for Glory".

“The main purpose of
the football tournament
is to create and foster
brotherhood amongst the
youth of the State and to
provide a wider platform
to youth to showcase their
hidden talents and to pro-
mote football as well. Our
main aim is to motivate
the youth,” he added.

to book
advertisements
in
SummitTimes
call

03592-208698
9734152541
9647102692
advertise@

summittimes.
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Afghanistan appreciates US’ flexibility towards
exempting Chabahar port from Iran sanctions

UNITED NATIONS, DEC 18
(PTI):  Afghanistan  has
voiced appreciation for the
“flexibility” shown by its
“strategic partner” the US
in exempting the Chabahar
port project, being devel-
oped by India, from its tough
sanctions against Iran.

Last month, the Trump
administration exempted
India from imposition of
certain sanctions for the
development of the strate-
gically-located Chabahar
Port in Iran, along with
the construction of the
railway line connecting it
with Afghanistan.

The US had imposed
“the toughest ever” sanc-

tions on a defiant Iran
aimed at altering the Ira-
nian regime’s “behaviour”.
The sanctions cover Iran’s
banking and energy sec-
tors and reinstate pen-
alties for countries and
companies in Europe, Asia
and elsewhere that do not
halt Iranian oil imports.
However, Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo had
said that eight countries --
India, China, Italy, Greece,
Japan, South Korea, Tai-
wan and Turkey -- were
temporarily allowed to
continue buying Iranian
oil as they showed “sig-
nificant reduction” in oil
purchase from the Persian

Gulf country.

“The Chabahar Portre-
mains an important gate-
way for providing com-
mercially viable access to
the sea linking the Indian
Ocean with Afghanistan,
Central Asia and beyond.
In this regard, we appreci-
ate the collaboration and
flexibility of our strategic
partner, the United States
to work with Afghanistan,
Iran and India towards ex-
empting the port from its
Sanctions, Afghanistan’s
Permanent Representa-
tive to the UN Mahmoud
Saikal said Monday at a
Security Council on the
situation in Afghanistan.

gratitude for this.

“WITH SINCERE GRATITUDE"

There are really no words to express our heartfelt thanks for the sympathy
& support you all have extended towards our family during the sad demise
of our beloved father. Your moral support everyday
brought us peace & your bereaved concern helped us
pass through our difficult time.

Though we could not thank you all individually but
through this small note we would like to extend our grat-
itude to all who have come to visit us from far & flung
places to condole us and who joined in the funeral pro-
cession upto Decheling on 14th Dec 2018. We all are
deeply touched by your kind gesture, love & support.

The death of our beloved father, Lakpa Tsering Ethenpa at the age of 88
years is a big loss for the family & friends but at the same time we want to
celebrate Pala’s life as he lived live to the fullest to the extent that he could see
& bless his Great Grand Children as well.

We also believe that he must have been very happy to see all his well wish-
ers making sure that his funeral farewell wasn’t amiss. All your presence was
what made us stronger and again, mere words wouldn’t justify our immense

Mrs. Pasang Lhamu Ethenpa (wife)

Menla Ethenpa (son) & family

Diki Ye

Eth

(d

Sangay Pema Eth

Dr. Sonam T. Ethenpa (son) & family
hter )& family

C‘I’mpel S. Eth:znpa (daughter)

(d

ighter) & family
& hosts of grand children & Great Grand Children
Ethenpa Villa, Lower Tadong, Gangtok-737102
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1. Winter Crash Courses running suc- tions for the students
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roper guidance

Doubt clearing Sessions held by re-
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Separate hostel facilities for boys and girls.
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1. To give clear concept of the chapters tively and efficiently
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Hold Us Accountable,
Please

News requires reader-engagement
to stay the course

ournalists live a charmed life. Those outside the

clique have an inflated perception of our effective-
ness and readers in general believe media persons
to be much better informed than they actually are.
This fiction, when it circulates too widely and for too
long, can start convincing those who wield the pen
[hammer keyboards nowadays] that they are indis-
pensable, and with that comes the arrogance which,
at least in our country, has also caused substantial
damage to politics and administration. There is a fine
line dividing standing up for something and becom-
ing overbearing, but it is an important marker still,
and over-stepping it can compromise the best of
intentions. If the news-media is indeed seen as the
fourth estate/ pillar in a democracy, then hollowing
it out weakens the overall structure, so, as much as it
needs to be supported and backed, it also needs to be
held accountable. A free press, after all, is a necessity
to ensure real progress.

It goes without saying that the right environment
needs to be created for press to be free, and this is
provided by institutional and civil-society support
systems. It is also obvious that such an environment
is always under constant pollutions by agencies
which are threatened if journalists are allowed gen-
uine freedoms. But new-media cannot be shackled
only by a repressive systems, it can also be compro-
mised by unethical practitioners. It is always a bad
idea to pass the correctional cane into the hands of
the powers-that-be, because they will definitely mis-
use it, so, it becomes important for every person with
a stake in world affairs or national developments and
also Sikkim to start reading newspapers [because
more readers will mean more power, more indepen-
dence for newspapers] and more importantly, start
sending in more letters. At present, most letter writ-
ers are inspired by personal reasons to write. What
is required for a more accountable media is to have
a wider response base. Not eulogies, please write in
hate mail, letters that point out errors, letters that
demand clarifications, letters that complain of half-
truths and incomplete reportage, letters that mention
that readers notice the personal agendas of editors,
publishers and reporters being packaged as news.
The media needs feedback to stay on course, battle
somnolence, remain relevant, and most importantly,
remain accurate. The willingness to admit mistakes is
an important part of being accurate. This has become
even more significant in the age of online archives, al-
though it has always been the case that mistakes in
old newspaper cuttings could be repeated and result
in an inaccurate report being circulated again years
later. Accuracy, it needs no further stressing, is essen-
tial if journalism is to inform the public debate. And
if public wishes to be served well with accurate infor-
mation, significant perspectives and intelligent opin-
ions, they need to engage, maintain a pressure which
inspire excellence. Do that often enough, and even if
newspapers do not publish them, the editors will be
forced to read them and soon, the guilt will lead to
more responsible, more accountable journalism.

This, in case you have forgotten how media ped-
dled outright lies in how the Kanhaiya episode at JNU
was reported, or how a Hindi news channel dredged
the bottom of the ignorance barrel to claim and ex-
plain the nano-microchips they believed to be em-
bedded in the new currency notes, or the comatose
disinterest with which the northeast continues to be
reported, or how when a certain national party wins
state elections it becomes about local issues but when
another national party wins in states it is credited
to the charisma of The Leader... all of these should
convince any consumer of “news” of how the sector
requires more professionalism. In Sikkim’s case, the
news-media admittedly needs to evolve beyond the
incident-based reportage and press release/ press
conference-driven political reporting that current-
ly pack our pages, in colour. These happen because
the readers remain aloof consumers. Much more and
much better will arrive if readers became more en-
gaged and started demanding better.

SummitTIMES

Are memories reliable? Expert explains
how they change more than we realise

ROBERT NASH
theconversation.com

our memory probably isn’t as good as you

think it is. We rely on our memories not only
for sharing stories with friends or learning from
our past experiences, but we also use it for crucial
things like creating a sense of personal identity. Yet
evidence shows that our memory isn’t as consis-
tent as we’d like to believe. What's worse, we’re
often guilty of changing the facts and adding false
details to our memories without even realising.

To understand a bit about how remembering
works, consider the “telephone game” (also known
as “Chinese whispers”). In the game, one person
quietly whispers a message to the person beside
them, who then passes it on to the next person in
line, and so on. Each time the message is relayed,
some parts might be misheard or misunderstood,
others might get innocently altered, improved, or
forgotten. Over time the message can become very
different from the original.

The same can happen to our memories. There
are countless reasons why tiny mistakes or em-
bellishments might happen each time we recall
past events, ranging from what we believe is true
or wish were true, to what someone else told us
about the past event, or what we want that person
to think. And whenever these flaws happen, they
can have long-term effects on how we’ll recall that
memory in the future.

Take storytelling for example. When we de-
scribe our memories to other people, we use artis-
tic license to tell the story differently depending on
who's listening. We might ask ourselves whether
it’s vital to get the facts straight, or whether we
only want to make the listener laugh. And we might
change the story’s details depending on the listen-
er’s attitudes or political leaning. Research shows
that when we describe our memories differently to
different audiences it isn’t only the message that
changes, but sometimes it’s also the memory itself.
This is known as the “audience-tuning effect”.

In one study on the audience-tuning effect,
participants watched a video of a bar fight. In the
video, two intoxicated men get into a physical
confrontation after one man has argued with his
friend, and the other has seen his favourite football
team lose a match. Afterwards, participants were

asked to tell a stranger what they had seen.

The study’s participants were split into two
groups. One group was told that the stranger
disliked one of the two fighters in the video. The
other group was told that the stranger liked this
same fighter. Unsurprisingly, this extra informa-

took a practice memory test. Second, all of the par-
ticipants were given a description of the film to
read, which contained some false details.

The aim of these studies was to see how many
of the false details people would eventually repro-
duce in the final memory test. Hundreds of studies

tion shaped how people described the video to the
stranger. Participants gave more negative accounts
of the behaviour of the fighter if they believed the
stranger disliked him.

More importantly though, the way people told
their story later affected the way they remembered
the fighter’'s behaviour. When participants later
tried to remember the fight in a neutral, unbiased
way, the two groups still gave somewhat differing
accounts of what had happened, mirroring the atti-
tude of their original audience. To an extent, these
participants’ stories had become their memories.

Results like these show us how our memories can
change spontaneously over time, as a product of how,
when, and why we access them. In fact, sometimes
simply the act of rehearsing a memory can be exactly
what makes it susceptible to change. This is known as
“retrieval-enhanced suggestibility”.

In a typical study of this effect, participants
watched a short film, then took a memory test a
few days later. But during the days between watch-
ing the film and taking the final test, two other
things happened. First, half of the participants

already show that peo-
ple will unwittingly add
false details like these to
their memories. But these
studies found something
even more fascinating. Par-
ticipants who took a prac-
tice memory test shortly
before reading the false in-
formation were more like-
ly to reproduce this false
information in the final
memory test. In this case,
practice makes imperfect.

Why might this be?
One theory is that re-
hearsing our memories
of past events can tem-
porarily make those
memories malleable. In
other words, retrieving a memory might be a bit
like taking ice-cream out of the freezer and leav-
ing it in direct sunlight for a while. By the time our
memory goes back into the freezer, it might have
naturally become a little misshapen, especially if
someone has meddled with it in the meantime.

These findings teach us a lot about how our
memories are formed and stored. And they might
lead us to wonder how much our most treasured
memories have changed since the very first time
we remembered them.

Or perhaps not. After all, my research with
other colleagues shows that people are generally
pretty unwilling to invest time and effort in check-
ing the accuracy of their memories. But whether or
not you ever actually discover any small or large
changes that have occurred, it's unlikely that your
treasured memory is 100% accurate. Remember-
ing is an act of storytelling, after all. And our mem-
ories are only ever as reliable as the most recent
story we told ourselves.

[the writer is Senior Lecturer in
Psychology, Aston University]

COP24 shows global warming treaties can survive
the era of the anti-climate ‘strongman’

WRITE US: Readers are invited to comment
on, criticise, run down, even appreciate if they like
something in this paper. Letters carrying abusive/
indecorous language and personal attacks, except
when against people responsible in this newspaper
(who are fair game), will have to be ignored. Letters
which carry forward a conversation or initiate a
dialogue will command immediate attention and

receive prominence.
Mail us at: news@summittimes.com

RAPHAEL HEFFRON
theconversation.com

ew leaders have emerged over

the past few years who have
changed the highest levels of political
and diplomatic discourse. After divi-
sive elections, both the US and Brazil
are among the countries to have suc-
cumbed to the “strongman”.

The modern strongman is a lead-
er who rules by force and bluster, and
who shuns cooperation in favour of
an isolationist and protectionist for-
eign policy. This attitude is usually re-
flected in a very dim view of climate
action. The US president, Donald
Trump, and Brazil’s president-elect,
Jair Bolsonaro, are both doubtful
about climate science and have both
suggested they would eventually like
to withdraw from the Paris Agree-
ment on climate change. At the latest
COP24 climate talks in Poland, the US
hosted a pro-coal side event, while
Brazil has pulled out of hosting next
year’s talks, COP25.

Yet the two countries are a vi-
tal part of any fight against global
warming. The US remains the world’s
largest economy, and is the largest
consumer and one of the largest pro-
ducers of fossil fuels. Brazil also has
a huge population and its wealth of
natural resources - including the
world’s largest rainforest, the Ama-
zon - are under threat.

In this context, with these lead-
ers, what hope is there for the future
of climate treaties and conferences?
WHY COP24 MEANS THERE'S
STILL HOPE

Yet despite Trump, Bolsonaro and
a few other awkward parties, dele-
gates at COP24 have reached agree-
ment on most of the “rulebook” for
implementing the Paris Agreement
on climate change. It is important to
remember that Paris had 197 signa-
tories with 184 countries ratifying it.
This agreement is about more than
just a couple of nations.

Countries, it seems, are still work-
ing together. A significant reason for
this is money - and, as the old adage
goes: “money makes the world go
round”. Many nations are still feeling
the effects of the 2007-2009 financial
crisis, and money remains in short

supply. Any chance to create jobs and
new investment will be welcomed by
governments across the world, and
investing in clean energy is one solu-
tion. Political leaders everywhere,
including strongmen, are still moti-
vated by money.

low-carbon economy is done fairly
and with adequate support for work-
ers. The Paris Agreement refers to:
“Taking into account the imper-
atives of a Just Transition of the
workforce and the creation of de-
cent work and quality jobs in ac-

more and more low-carbon energy
projects are receiving financial sup-
port globally.

In following data trends, it is also
clear that the cost to public health
systems, the loss of worker produc-
tivity and the loss of tourism all from

For example, in many countries,
public health has became a key cli-
mate change issue. Just look at China,
where leader Xi Jinping shares some
characteristics with classic strong-
men yet his government has realised
that fossil fuel use comes at a grow-
ing cost to public health, tourism and
labour productivity. The Lancet esti-
mates the welfare costs from pollu-
tion to be equivalent to 6.2% of glob-
al GDP - and these costs are rising.
One way of negating the effects is to
adopt a more climate change-friend-
ly economic policy as China has been
developing - for example, improving
regulation, introducing environmen-
tal taxes and developing sustainable
development zones.

CLIMATE JUSTICE?

One key issue to emerge from
the Paris Agreement was the idea
of a “just transition”, which seeks to
ensure that moving from a society
based around fossil fuels to a new

cordance with nationally defined
development priorities.”

This issue of a just transition re-
mained relatively dormant but has
risen to prominence over the past
year. It was highlighted in the com-
muniqué produced from the recent
G7 talks in June this year. And nota-
bly, at the start of COP24, in a country
dominated by coal, the Polish prime
minister even announced a declara-
tion on support for workers in rapid-
ly-changing industries.

There is no doubt that strong-
men can distract from the global
movement on climate change. But
ultimately the movement has already
gathered sufficient pace for contin-
ued cooperation by other countries,
as evidenced by the numbers signed
up to Paris. It is unfortunate that cer-
tain leaders will slow progress on
climate action, perhaps particularly
in their own countries, but never-
theless investment data shows that

- *_‘

pollution is becoming more costly
to societies than to reorient them-
selves to a low-carbon economy. In
particular countries are acting on
energy infrastructure issues and are
developing strategies to deliver new
low-carbon infrastructure.

Finally, there is recognition
through the just transition move-
ment that the labour force of our cur-
rent fossil fuel-dominated economies
needs to be transitioned to a labour
force that builds a low-carbon econ-
omy - currently Scotland, Ireland,
Germany and several states in the US
and Australia are establishing com-
missions to deliver this policy.

Money talks and, with finance
now being geared towards low-car-
bon investments, it will supersede
even the interests of media-savvy
strongmen.

[the writer is Professor of
Energy Law & Sustainability,
University of Dundee]
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Former Nepal Prime Minister
Tulsi Giri passes away

SHIRISH B PRADHAN

KATHMANDU, DEC 18
(PTI): Tulsi Giri, Nepal's
two-time prime minis-
ter and senior politi-
cian, passed away on
Tuesday, according to
family sources.

He was 93.

He died, after a pro-
longed battle with liver
cancer, at his home in
Budhanilkanta, on the
outskirts of the Hima-
layan nation’s capital,
they said.

He was recently dis-
charged from the hospi-
tal, they added.

Born in 1926 in Sir-
aha district, Giri started
his political career from
Nepali Congress party.
He reached to the post of
the general secretary.

A die-hard supporter
of the Panchyat system
after the then King Ma-
hendra Shah imposed

it, Giri was appointed as
the vice-chairman of the
Council of Ministers in
1962, soon after the King
took charge of the power
and introduced the par-
ty-less polity by putting
a ban on political parties
during a coup.

He then served as the
country’s Prime Minister
twice during the tenure
of slain King Birendra
Bir Bikram Shah in 1975
and 1977. Birendra, the
eldest son of King Ma-
hendra, was the King of
Nepal from 1972 until
his death in the 2001
Nepalese royal massacre.

After the country
eliminated the Panchyat
system and absolute mon-
archy through the 1990
People’s Movement during
the rule of King Birendra,
Giri left the country and
was living in Sri Lanka.

He returned to Nepal

\-:«( ;

in 2005 when then King
Gyanendra Shah, who
took over the reigns
following the royal
massacre, appointed
him the vice-chairman
of the Cabinet (equiva-
lent to the Prime Min-
ister’s post).

Giri is survived by his
wife, two sons and two
daughters.

Meanwhile, Nepal’s
Prime Minister KP Shar-
ma Oli, former Prime
Minister and Nepali Con-
gress President Sher Ba-
hadur Deuba and other
senior political leaders,
have condoled Giri’s de-
mise.

“I am very sad to
learn the passing of the
former Prime Minister
Tulsi Giri. I convey my
heartfelt condolences to
the bereaved family and
relatives,” PM Oli wrote
in his tweet.

Travel agents oppose Al's switch
to solo distributor platform

KoLKATA, DEC 18 (PTI):
Over 100 members of
two travel associations
held a demonstration in
the city Tuesday in pro-
test against Air India’s
decision to shift to a sin-
gle platform for ticket
sale and distribution.

The airline has re-
cently switched to a sin-
gle Global Distribution
System (GDS), giving it
exclusive access to its en-
tire inventory.

GDS is computerized
network that enables
transactions  between
travel industry service
providers, mainly air-
lines, hotels and tour-
ism agencies.

The protesters -
members  of  Travel
Agents Association of
India (TAAI) and Travel
Federation Association
of India (TAFI) - gathered
outside Air India office
around 11.30am with
posters and placards,
seeking a review of the
new policy.

“The recent decision
of the Al to work with
just one Global Distribu-
tion System (GDS) part-
ner will harm the inter-

est of scores of travel
agents as well as the

national carrier,” TAFI
(East) Chairman Anil
Punjabi told reporters.

In October, Al chose
UK-based firm Trav-
elport for its ticket
distribution services,
severing ties with two
other platforms, Amade-
us and Sabre.

The national carrier
has already removed its
inventory from the Ama-
deus network.

Earlier this month,
Air Passengers Associa-
tion of India (APAI) had
approached the Civil Avi-
ation Ministry against
Al's decision, terming the
move “unwise”.Punjabi
explained during Tues-

day’s protest that opting
for just one GDS, “would
effectively reduce the
number of air passen-
gers” of Al, harming its
overall interests.

“Those working with
two other platforms will
be automatically de-
barred from the national
carrier as result of which
the Al will lose out on its
customer base. The move
will also hurt the busi-
ness interests of travel
agents,” he said.

A charter of demands
from TAAI and TAFI has
been handed over to the
Al office after the pro-
test, with a request that
the message be conveyed
to the airline’s headquar-
ters, Punjabi added.

Bandhan Tod 2.0: Mobile app to raise voice
against sexual harassments in rural areas

PATNA, DED 18 (PTI): Seeking
to give girls and women in rural
areas a platform to raise voice
against sexual harassments, a
mobile app has been developed
by a group of city-based activ-
ists, for such victims, who other-
wise do not have much access to
social media.

The app is slated to be offi-
cially launched here Wednesday,
in the presence of renowned
international activist Paula Don-
ovan, co-director of AIDS-Free
World and its Code Blue Cam-
paign; and noted lawyer Indira
Jaisingh, among others, Pat-
na-based Gender Alliance, said.

Bandhan Tod 2.0 app is an
upgrade of its earlier version,
which only catered to cases of
child marriage and domestic vi-
olence. The main, new addition-
al feature of the app is ‘Chuppi
Tod’, meant for airing grievances
related to sexual harassment.

“We have now completely

Humanitarian obligation

revamped our old app, and es-
pecially after the #MeToo move-
ment in the country, so many
people opened up about their
previous cases, on Twitter and
Facebook. But, that is only a very
select urban sample of the cases,
such incidents are also happen-
ing in rural areas,” a senior offi-
cial of NGO told PTI.

And, this new app seeks to
give girls and women in rural
areas, “a voice, a platform to
vent their angst and frustration”,
when they feel helpless, she said.

“But, how many in rural ar-
eas are social media-savvy or
use Twitter or Facebook, the
way an urban population does.
So, we felt the need to overhaul
the app, and thus ‘Chuppi Tod’
feature was born. As it was in
the old app for child marriage
cases, a sexual harassment vic-
tim can raise an SOS through a
button,” she said.

The official said the app,

now available in Hindi only, can
be downloaded by any user of
a smart phone, rural or urban,
adding, smart phone penetra-
tion is there in rural areas too,
so “we expect an outreach”.

Plan is also to launch an English
version to target non-Hindi-speak-
ing states, another official added.

“The ‘Chuppi Tod" feature
(tab) has three components, a
user can discuss an issue in a
public forum; message privately
after which a counsellor will call
her back and offer guidance; or
raise SOS, which then comes to
us,” she added.

“We will then first vet the
allegation, and then actions ac-
cordingly, which could either be
a legal intervention or counsel-
ling in person or connecting her
with the National Women Com-
mission,” the official said.

The Gender Alliance official
said, its team has already met
with the Bihar police chief and

he has encouraged its use to ad-
dress such cases, adding seven
cases have already been report-
ed through ‘Chuppi Tod’ before
the formal launch of the app.
Users can also know about
what constitutes sexual harass-
ment, the act, mannerisms and
innuendos, so that they can
become alert when faced with
such situations.
“People using it can also take
a quiz to see if they have under-
stood the issue,” she said.
Bandhan Tod aap, launched
in 2017, in its previous avatar
had helped save a 13-year-old
schoolgirl in a village in Bihar’s
Darbhanga district from becom-
ing a victim of child marriage,
after she had raised an alert.
The girl, Rinki from Benipur
block, about 30 km out of Dar-
bhangha district headquarters,
was later felicitated by Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar for brave-
ly resisting the evil practice.

to give refuge to
migrants: Mamata

KoLKATA, DEC 18 (PTI):
West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee
Tuesday said that it was
a humanitarian obligation
to give refuge to migrants.

On International Mi-
grants Day, she stated
that her government to
the best of its abilities
would take care of any-
one seeking shelter in
West Bengal.

“Today is International
Migrants Day. It is our hu-
manitarian  obligation to
give refuge to migrants. In
#Bangla we will take care of
anyone who seeks shelter in
our state, to the best of our
abilities,’ Banerjee tweeted.

Banerjee, the Trina-
mool Congress supremo
had been critical of the
the BJP-led Central gov-

- B ¥

ernment after over 40
lakh people were left out
of the complete draft of
Assams National Regis-
ter of Citizens (NRC).

She had also ex-
pressed her willingness
that people whose names
were not included in the
list can come and stay
in West Bengal. Interna-
tional Migrants Day is
observed on December
18 in accordance with
Resolution 55/93 of the
United Nations General
Assembly, adopted on
December 4, 2000.

Lalduhoma to vacate Aizawl
West-I constituency seat

Ai1zawL, DEc 18 (PTI):
Zoram People’s Move-
ment (ZPM) leader
Lalduhoma, who won
from two seats in the re-
cent Assembly elections,
would vacate the Aizawl
West-I constituency seat,
the party said Tuesday.

Lalduhoma  would
retain the Serchip seat,
a ZPM press statement
issued here said.

It said that ZPM block
leaders of the Serchhip
and Aizawl West-1 were
consulted by the party
high command before
the decision was made.

A meeting of the ZPM
caucus on Monday decid-
ed that in view of the fu-
ture of the party, it would
be better to retain the
Serchhip seat, the state-
ment said.

Lalduhoma, who
was the chief ministeri-
al candidate of the ZPM
during the hustings,
defeated five-time chief
minister Lal Thanhawla,
in the latter’s home turf
in the November 28 As-
sembly polls.

Lal Thanhawla had
won from the Serchhip
seat seven times since
1984 and lost only once
in 1998.

Lalduhoma also de-
feated sitting legislator
and former minister K
Sangthuama of the Mizo
National Front (MNF) in
the prestigious Aizawl
West-I seat.

Assembly officials,
however, said that they
were yet to receive any
official communication
from Lalduhoma.

Tripura imposes restrlctlons on creating new govt jobs

Survivors of human trafficking
run to raise awareness

KoLKATA, DEC 18 (PTI):
As hundreds took to the
streets to run the Tata
Steel Kolkata Marathon,
a group of survivors of
human trafficking joined
them seeking passage of
the Trafficking of Per-
sons Bill 2018 in the Ra-
jya Sabha.

Nearly 50 survivors
of trafficking and ac-
tivists associated with
several grassroots and
community-based  or-
ganisations working on
the issue in West Ben-
gal participated in the
“Ananda Run” category of
the marathon on Sunday.

Their objective was
to deliver the message
that human trafficking
is a very serious issue
not only in the state
but across the coun-
try, and a stronger and
comprehensive legisla-
tion was needed to com-
bat the crime.

“We want the Traf-
ficking of Persons (Pre-
vention, Protection and
Rehabilitation) Bill, 2018
which is pending its pas-
sage in the Rajya Sabha

to become a law since
it not just recommends

stringent  punishment
for traffickers, but also
provides for time-bound
trials, repatriation and
rehabilitation of the vic-
tims,” a survivor said.

The bill was passed in
the Lok Sabha during the
Monsoon Session of Par-
liament in July.

If passed, it will be In-
dia’s first comprehensive
law that would address
all forms of trafficking,
be it for forced labour,
slavery or servitude, or
commercial sexual ex-
ploitation, and the Cen-
tral government will
monitor interstate and

transnational
tion of cases.

The survivors, who
are associated with an
anti-trafficking  project
called ‘Tafteesh’, also
raised several other is-
sues impacting their lives
such as proper rehabil-
itation services, legal
services for victim com-
pensation, protection
from traffickers, health
services for recovery.

“It was a great plat-
form for the survivors,”
said Shaswati Mallick,
a leader from Goran-
bose Gram Bikash Ken-
dra, who also ran with
the survivors in the
marathon.

investiga-
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AGARTALA, DEC 18 (PTI): Tri-
pura government has imposed
a set of restrictions on the cre-
ation of new government jobs and
advised abolition of vacant posts, in
case new posts are created.

A memorandum issued by the
Finance Department on Monday
stated that Tripura already has
the highest level of government
employment in the country, in
proportion to its population.

Tripura has roughly 200,000
government employees, includ-
ing 60,000 pensioners. The esti-
mated population of the state is
4,000,000.

“The need for this provision
arises due to the fact that sala-
ries and wages constitute the
largest item of expenditure and
it is absolutely necessary to ex-
ercise financial prudence and
discipline while committing ex-
penditure under these heads.

“Hence, whenever a depart-

ment submits a proposal for
post creation, it should be ac-
companied by a proposal for
surrender/abolition of posts
with equivalent financial im-

plications, the memorandum
signed by Chief Secretary L K
Gupta, who also holds the Fi-
nance portfolio, said.
Restrictions were imposed
on filling up of vacant posts say-

ing all government departments
must ensure that no process of
filling up vacant posts is initiat-
ed without prior concurrence
of the Finance Department and
violation of the newly laid out
plans would invite disciplinary
action against concerned offi-
cers, it said.

“Some departments have a
wrong notion that the Finance

Department has unlimited funds
for salaries and wages and that
it is their entitlement to fill up
all the vacant posts and create
new ones. This is not the case,”
the memo said.

The Department of School
Education has violated these in-
structions and was asked to ex-
plain their action.

Earlier this year, the depart-
ment announced recruitment in
over 14,000 teaching positions
to fill up vacancies, that were
to be created by the retirement
of 10,323 school teachers, who
were terminated by the Su-
preme Court in 2017.

As per the new rules, the Fi-
nance Department would mon-
itor expenditure on salary and
wages by each department on a
monthly basis and impose cuts
from non-salary budget for de-
partments which exceed their
approved funds.
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Landmark year for weightlifters but no
getting away from dope shame either

APARAJITA UPADHYAY
NEw DELHI, DEC 18
(PTI): Records shat-
tered, a teen star dis-
covered and a best-ever
medal haul at a marquee
event -- it could well have
been the perfect year for
Indian weightlifting but
for a dope case that took
some sheen away.

If world champion
Mirabai Chanu stood for
a secure present, Jeremy
Lalrinnunga emerged as
the one for the future in
what was a memorable
2018 if not for Common-
wealth Games gold-med-
allist Sanjita Chanu’s
failed dope test.

The 16-year-old Lal-
rinnunga scripted his-
tory by giving India its
first ever Olympic gold in
the sport with his Youth
Games gold. Before that,
the senior lifters pro-
duced the country’s best
ever Commonwealth
Games performance with
records to boot.

A medal-less be-
low-par performance at
the Asian Games was a
blip but it was never ex-
pected to be otherwise.

The big moment
came in October when
Lalrinnunga etched his
name into history books
when he scooped the
gold in the men’s 62kg
category at Buenos Aires.

The Mizo sensation
lifted a total of 274kg
(124kg +150kg) in the
Argentine capital, his
personal best.

Such was the 16-year-
old’s supremacy that the
silver medallist -- Tur-
key’s Toptas Caner fin-
ished 11 kgs behind him.

“I feel very proud
that 1 was able to get
the first gold medal for
my country at the Youth

To motivate
students

to become
entrepreneurs,
Delhi government
schools to

get special
curriculum

NEw DELHI,DEC 18 (PTI):
To motivate students to
become entrepreneurs,
the Delhi government will
launch a special curricu-
lum for city schools from
next session, Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia
said Tuesday.

Sisodia said students
need to become job pro-
viders and this curricu-
lum will train them be-
fore they begin college.

“We had launched the
‘happiness  curriculum’
in government schools.
Now we will launch the
entrepreneurship curric-
ulum from the next ses-
sion onwards for second-
ary and senior secondary
students,” he said at the
first convocation of Indi-
ra Gandhi Delhi Technical
University for Women.

“At such events (con-
vocation) we should also
celebrate those students
who did not take up jobs
and instead chose to pro-
vide jobs to others. The defi-
nition of patriotism should
be extended to those who
provide jobs,” he said.

Around 1,100 stu-
dents were awarded de-
grees at the convocation.

Delhi’s Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Anil Baijal, who is the
chancellor of the varsity,
congratulated the students
and also suggested that en-
trepreneurs should be sup-
ported by the government
when they start out.

Olympics. I worked really
hard for it. We had heard
about the youth Olym-
pics in 2014 and I was
working on it ever since,”
Lalrinnunga told PTIL.

“It wasn’t easy for me
to reach the youth Olym-
pics, there were a lot
of problems. A couple of
months before going, 1 got
chicken pox. It was a strug-
gle to recover from that.

“But  the people
around me -- my coach
and family members --
really motivated me and
I was able to compete.
They instilled the confi-
dence in me for which I
am thankful. The senior
lifters also inspired me,”
the teenager reflected.

Earlier in April, the
senior weightlifters
set the ball rolling at
Gold Coast with Mira-
bai Chanu going on a
record-smashing spree
after P Gururaja opened
the country’s account
with a silver medal.

The 24-year-old Mi-
rabai first smashed the
Commonwealth and
the Games record in the

snatch category. The Ma-
nipuri then went on to
lift more than double her
body weight to claim the
clean and jerk as well as
the overall Games record.

Records continued to
tumble with Sanjita Cha-
nu leaving competitors
far behind. She claimed
her second successive
CWG gold medal, oblit-
erating the Games record
with a total lift of 192kg
(84kg+108Kkg).

Indian weightlifters
bagged a total of nine
medals, including five
golds, two silvers, and as
many bronze.

While Mirabai (48kg),
Sanjita (53kg), Sathish
Sivalingam (77kg), Ven-
kat Rahul Ragala (85kg)
and Punam Yadav (69kg)
took home gold med-
als, Gururaja (56kg) and
Pardeep Singh (105kg)
fetched silver medals,
and Vikas Thakur (94kg)
and 18-year-old Deepak
Lather (69kg) added a
shade of bronze.

The tournament saw
India topping the medals
tally in the sport despite
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being let down by the

system.
Due to the Indian
Olympic  Association’s

(I0A) inability to submit
the required documents
on time, the lifters were
devoid of the services of
a full-time physiother-
apist for the entire du-
ration of the CWG with
almost every member of
the squad carrying nig-
gles of various degrees.

This year’s CWG per-
formance was a touch
better than the 2014
Glasgow edition where al-
though India won more
medals (14) -- three gold, five
silver; and six bronze -- Nige-
ria topped the tally because
of higher gold count.

But controversy
lurked in the form of the
dreaded dope shame.
Sanjita tested positive for
a banned anabolic ste-
roid and was provision-
ally suspended by the In-
ternational Weightlifting
Federation (IWF).

The case took a dra-
matic turn when the IWF
admitted to committing
a mistake in giving the

exact sample number of
Sanjita in its report of
her failed dope test. This
prompted the embattled
weightlifter to demand
an inquiry.

In the build-up to
the Asian Games, a mys-
terious injury to star
lifter Mirabai piqued
everyone’s attention
but although there was
an improvement in her
condition, the Manipuri
was not completely fit to
compete at the continen-
tal event.

The Asian Games was
a stark contrast to the
Commonwealth Games.
The four-member
team, sans Mirabai, put
up a listless campaign
at Jakarta.

In the 77kg catego-
ry, Ajay Singh finished
a creditable fifth with
a personal best effort
while his senior compa-
triot Sathish suffered a
thigh injury. Vikas fin-
ished eighth in the 94 kg
and Rakhi Halder failed
to register even a single
lift in the women'’s 63 kg
category.

It was also a land-
mark year for weight-
lifting as the Ministry of
Youth Affairs and Sports
rewarded the teach-
er-pupil duo of Vijay
Sharma and Mirabai with
the country’s highest
sporting honours.

Mirabai shared the
Khel Ratna with Indian
cricket team captain Vi-
rat Kohli. While Sharma,
the head coach of India,
was presented with the
Dronacharya award.

“I am really delight-
ed that my coach and I
were recognised for our
achievements. To get the
award with Vijay sir is
great,” Mirabai said.

We never thoughtabout spm option: Kohli

PERTH, DEC 18 (PTI):
Skipper Virat Kohli Tues-
day said the thought of
having a spinner for the
second Test against Aus-
tralia never crossed his
mind as he believed In-
dia’s four-pronged pace
attack would do the job.

India lost the match
by 146 runs. The visitors
were outdone by a second
successive  eight-wicket
haul by off-spinner Nathan
Lyon, who was adjudged
the man-of-the-match, on
a pitch that favoured the
seamers. “When we looked
at the pitch, we didn’t think
about the (Ravindra) Jade-
ja option. We thought four
quicks would be enough,’
said Kohli after India were
bowled out for a paltry 140
in their second innings on
the fifth and final day.

“Nathan Lyon bowled
really well. We never
thought about the spin
option to be honest.”

Asked about his 123-
run innings in the firstin-
nings, Kohli said: “When
you don’t win you don’t
really rank your perfor-
mances so it’s irrelevant
because we didn’t get the
result we wanted.

“I am focused on the
next game and I hope I
can contribute on a win-
ning note.”

The India skipper
praised Australia for the
win, saying the hosts
were relentless in their
bowling and also out-
shone the visitors in bat-
ting. “As a team I think
we played well in patches
which we can hold onto.
Australia played much
better than us with the
bat. 330 on that pitch we

P

/2=

felt was a bit too much.
They deserved to win,” he
said. “We had the belief
we could do it, but they
were more relentless and
put us in trouble.”
Talking about India’s
bowling  performance,
Kohli said: “(Our bowl-
ers) are outstanding as a
pack, to see them domi-
nate was really good to
see and something we
want to build on. They
are relentless even if they
aren’t getting wickets
which is a great quality”
Asked about his con-
troversial dismissal in
the first innings, Kohli: “It
was a decision made on
the field, it stays there.”
Australian  skipper
Tim Paine was a relieved
man after his team won
their first Test since the
ball-tampering scandal in
South Africa had plunged
the game into crisis. “It's
probably more a relief
at the moment, first Test
win has taken a while,”
Paine said after Austra-
lia levelled the four-Test
series 1-1. “Really proud
of the players and staff.
Good to get a little bit of
reward. It was as diffi-
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cult Test, both have been
tough Tests. Two really
competitive sides with
good fast bowling attack.”

Paine said the open-
ing partnership between
Aaron Finch and Marcus
Harris in the first innings
made a lot of difference.

“Day one was a bit of
a funny one, we crossed
our fingers. Marcus and
Aaron, to get us none
for 100 was brilliant and
probably the difference
in the end,” he said, re-
ferring to their 112-run
opening stand.

Usman Khawaja
scored a valuable 72 in
the second innings after
flopping in the opening
Test and Paine hoped a big
hundred is round the cor-
ner for the star batsman.
“Uzzie (Usman Khawaja)
has been batting well for
a long time. He's in a real-
ly good space. If he keeps
batting the way he is right
now, I am sure some big
runs are going to come.”

He also praised Lyon
for his exploits.

“It's great to have
Lyon in our team. Every
team would want to have
him in their team. You

can throw him the ball
in any condition, at any
end, any time against any
team and he loves bowl-
ing to the best players in
the world.”
It was also his Paine’s
first win as a captain.
“It's a huge honour
to captain the Australian
side. Now to do it at the
MCG for the Boxing Day
Test is a special feeling.
We all can’t wait to get to
Melbourne,” he said.
Lyon was ecstatic to
play a role in Australia’s
win. “It's amazing to play
a role in a victory, hav-
en't had one in a while.
It’s fair to say we've been
in a drought, so good to
break. Was special to
wrap the tail up quickly”
he said. “My role probably
changed a bit, attacking in
Adelaide to a defending on
here. But luckily they ran
down to the wicket to cre-
ate a few footholes.
“When you come up
against the best players,
to compete against Virat
and take his wicket was
pretty special. Big thanks
to my brother, I'm not a
very good batter so just
trying to play my role.

India crash to 140 all out, Australia
draw level with big win

CHETAN NARULA
PERTH, DEC 18 (PTI): In-
dia crumbled in the face
of Australia’s remark-
able metamorphosis and
crashed to a 146-run
defeat in the second Test
here Tuesday, surrender-
ing a rare hard-earned
ascendancy in a series
Down Under.

The hosts levelled the
four-match series 1-1
after India were bowled
out for 140 runs in 56
overs in their second
innings on the fifth and
final day. Starting from
overnight 112 for five,
India lost their last five
wickets for 28 runs and
it was all over within 65
minutes of play.

This was Australia’s
first Test win since the
ball-tampering scandal
broke out in South Africa
earlier this year.

Having won the open-
ing game by 31 runs to
go in front a week ago,
India had been talked
up as a threat coming
into the capital of West-
ern Australia, but they
wilted as the pace-spin
duo of Mitchell Starc and
Nathan Lyon worked in
tandem at the Optus Sta-
dium.

Starc (3-46) and Lyon
(3-39) finished with
three wickets apiece,
while Josh Hazlewood
(2-24) and Pat Cummins
(2-25) took a brace each.

While Starc and his
pace colleagues were
expected to thrive on
the lively track, it was
off-spinner Lyon’s excep-
tional outing that gave

Australia the edge. He
finished the match with
eight wickets, including a
five-for in the first innings
and a deserving Man-of-
the-Match award.

India surely missed
a trick in not playing a
specialist spinner, some-
thing that was admitted
by one of their own at the
end of fourth day’s play.

Hanuma Vihari (28)
and Rishabh Pant (30)
had continued their over-
night partnership, and
batted out only six overs
before the first wicket
fell on this day. Overall,
they added 21 runs for
the sixth wicket.

Vihari was the first
to go, lobbing a catch off
Starc to short point. Pant
then tried to play a few
more attacking strokes,
but he didn't compre-
hend the situation well
and was confused wheth-
er to farm the strike atall.

In doing so, he at-
tacked Lyon and holed
out to mid on, with Peter
Handscomb taking a low
diving catch.

It hastened the end
for India, with Umesh Ya-
dav (2) returning a sim-
ple catch to Starc.

Ishant Sharma (0)
was caught behind off
Cummins, and Jasprit
Bumrah (0) hit a skier
for another return catch
to the pacer as Australia
sealed their first Test win
since Durban before the
ball-tampering scandal
hit the headlines.

Australia had scored
326 runs in their first in-
nings, and India replied

with 283 runs, thanks to
Virat Kohli’'s 25th Test
hundred, thus conceding
a lead of 43 runs. The
hosts scored 243 runs in
their second innings to
post a 287-run target.

Captain Virat Kohli’s
25th Test ton in the first
innings that should rank
among his top five went
in vain as his lower-or-
der batsmen refused to
wag one more time. With
a very useful average of
21.00, Australia’s num-
ber 8 to 11 have so far
contributed 252 runs
while facing 519 balls in
the series, but their In-
dian counterparts have
managed only 63 runs
from 228 deliveries (av-
erage 5.25).

Kohli though put up
a brave front at the post-
match ceremony.

“As a team [ think we
played well in patches
which we can hold onto.
Australia played much
better than us with the
bat. 330 on that pitch we
felt was a bit too much.
They deserved to win,”
the India skipper said.

Australian  captain
Tim Paine said, “It was
a difficult Test, both
games were tough. Two
really competitive sides
and two really good fast
bowling attacks. It's been
hard work for batsmen
and it was a great con-
test, because the ball was
flying through here.”

India had won the
first Test in Adelaide by
31 runs. The third Test
starts in Melbourne on
December 26.

Pakistan seek batting form in

DEC
18 (AFP): Pakistan’s
batsmen will seek form
when they open their
tour of South Africa
with a three-day match
against a South African
Invitation XI at Willow-
moore Park in Benoni
Wednesday.

It is the only game for
the tourists before the
first of three Tests starts
in Centurion on Decem-
ber 26.

Pakistan twice suf-
fered fourth-innings bat-
ting collapses in losing a
recent Test series against
New Zealand in the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates.

Both captain Sarfraz
Ahmed and coach Mick-
ey Arthur acknowledged
on arrival in South Afri-
ca that posting compet-
itive totals was crucial
if they are to match the
hosts in what is shaping
as a battle between two
teams with strong bowl-
ing attacks.

With the warm-up
match clashing with the
resumption of South Af-
rica’s four-day franchise

JOHANNESBURG,

South Africa tour opener

competition, the Invi-
tation XI is drawn from
the country’s second-tier
provincial competition.

The opposition is
unlikely to be especially
challenging, but it is an
opportunity for the Paki-
stanis to get used to local
conditions at a ground
just 60 kilometres (37
miles) from the venue for
the first Test.

Arthur, who coached
South Africa from 2005
until 2010, told journal-
ists he believed his young
batsmen will cope better
with conditions in South
Africa than the low, slow
pitches of the UAE.

“There are some very
talented young bats-
men there. They don’t
stand on leg stump
anymore. Our bats-
men get to off stump,
they cover the bounce,
they cover the pace and
they cover the swing.”

Even so, the Tests are
likely to be a major chal-
lenge in a country where
Pakistan have won only
two Tests while losing
nine on five tours.

South Africa’s bowl-
ing will be spearheaded
by Kagiso Rabada and
fit-again Dale Steyn, al-
though the hosts will
be without the retired
Morne Morkel and Lungi
Ngidi, who has a long-
term injury.

Vernon Philander is
a serious doubt for the
first Test because of a
hairline fracture on his

right thumb.
Pakistan have their
own injury concerns,

with fast bowler Moham-
mad Abbas and opening
batsman Fakhar Zaman
undergoing treatment in
a bid to get them fit for
the first Test.

The Tests will be fol-
lowed by five one-day
internationals in which
both teams will be look-
ing to settle on combina-
tions ahead of the Cricket
World Cup in England
and Wales, starting on
May 30.

There will also be
three Twenty20 inter-
nationals -- a format in
which Pakistan top the
international rankings.
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Lanka Parliament
to convene on
Tuesday for first
time after PM
Wickremesinghe’s

reinstatement
CoLomBO, DEC 18
(PTI): Sri Lanka’s Par-
liament is set to con-
vene on Tuesday for
the first time after the
reinstatement of Ra-
nil Wickremesinghe
as prime minister that
ended the 51-day po-
litical standoff in the
country, but he and
President Maithripa-
la Sirisena are yet to
agree on Cabinet posi-
tions.

Sirisena, whose
controversial actions
plunged the island na-
tion into an unprece-
dented political tur-
moil for nearly two
months, reinstated
Wickremesinghe as
Prime Minister on Sun-
day, after sacking him
on October 26 and ap-
pointing ex-president
Mahinda Rajapaksa in
his place and also dis-
solving Parliament,
some 20 months early.

Sirisena was left
with no other option
following two separate
decisions by the Su-
preme Court, which nul-
lified his illegal moves.

Speaker Karu Jaya-
suriya is scheduled
to chair a meeting on
Tuesday to decide on
the business of Parlia-
ment this week.

As Cabinet min-
isters are yet to take
oaths, only the Prime
Minister will be as-
signed a seat in the
Chamber, Parliament
Deputy Secretary Gen-
eral Neil Iddawela said.

“We are hopeful that
the list can be finalised
soon. We are also look-
ing at some of the Sri
Lanka Freedom Party
(Sirisena’s party) mem-
bers to join,” Nalin Ban-
dara, a parliamentarian
from Wickremesinghe’s
United National Party
(UNP), said.

The UNP sources
said Sirisena is de-
manding the ministries
of law and order and
mass media.

It has been reported
that the UNP has been
assigned seats in the
government side and
Sri Lanka Freedom Par-
ty (SLFP) and United
People’s Freedom Alli-
ance (UPFA) MPs have
been assigned seats of
the Opposition.

A final decision has
not been taken on the
opposition leader’s po-
sition. State newspa-
per Daily News report-
ed that about 10 UPFA
MPs are expected to
join the UNP side.

“The SLFP members
decided last night that
none would join the
government,” Nishan-
tha Muthuhettigama, a
Sirisena loyalist said.

The Sirisena camp
now is divided be-

tween the SLFP and
Rajapaksa’s SLPP. They
are to join together to
form a united alliance
at the next election.
Parliamentary of-
ficials said that seats
would be allocated
based on the seniority
this afternoon when
parliament meets for
the first time since the
crisis ended. Sirise-
na and Rajapaksa loy-
alista, who have been
boycotting parliament
since mid last month,
are set to return to Par-
liament on Tuesday.

UN condemns North Korea rights
violations and nuke spending

UNITED NATIONS, DEC
18 (AP): The UN Gener-
al Assembly on Monday
condemned North Ko-
rea’s “systematic, wide-
spread and gross viola-
tions of human rights”
and its diversion of
resources into pursing
nuclear weapons and
ballistic missiles over
the welfare of its people.

It noted “with con-
cern” that over 10 mil-
lion North Koreans are
estimated to be under-
nourished and that there
is “an unacceptably high
prevalence of chronic
and acute malnutrition”
in the reclusive northeast
Asian nation.

The resolution, spon-
sored by Japan and the
European Union, was
adopted by consensus,
though countries includ-
ing Russia, China, Cuba
and Venezuela disassoci-
ated themselves from it.

Many expressed op-

position to assembly
resolutions singling
out specific coun-

tries and said the Ge-
neva-based Human
Rights Council should
deal with rights issues.
North Korea’s UN am-
bassador, Kim Song, said
his country “categorical-
ly rejects” the resolution,
calling it “a product of (a)

political plot and hostile
forces.”

He accused Japan of
“provoking  confronta-
tion” with North Korea
“by going back against
the main trend in (the)
Korean peninsula” when
delicate political negotia-
tions are underway.

Since North Kore-
an leader Kim Jong Un
reached out to South Ko-
rea and the United States
early this year, the two
Korean leaders have met
several times and Kim

held a historic summit
with President Donald
Trump with another one
expected in the new year.
But there has been no
significant progress on
Kim’s commitment to nu-
clear disarmament, and
asaresultno lifting of UN
or US sanctions against
North Korea.

The resolution’s ap-
proval followed the US
failure to get enough
votes to discuss North Ko-
rea’s human rights record
in the Security Council a

China will ‘never seek hegemony,

Xi

BEIJING, DEC 18 (AP):
China will never pursue
hegemony, President Xi
Jinping said Tuesday as
global concerns persist
over the country’s grow-
ing economic influence.

During a speech to
mark 40 years of mar-
ket reforms, Xi repeated
China’s commitment to a
multilateral trading sys-
tem and further opening
of its economy. However,
he did not announce any
new initiatives to count-
er a slowing economy
and trade frictions with
the United States.

The Chinese leader
said China would not
develop “at the expense
of other countries’ in-
terests.” China’s expand-
ing footprint worldwide
from Asia-Pacific to Afri-
ca and beyond through a
broad network of infra-
structure projects called
the Belt and Road Initia-
tive has led some nations
to raise the alarm over
what they call China’s
long arm of influence,
which has been criticised
for being political as well
as economic.

While Xi said China is
“increasingly approach-
ing the center of the
world stage,” he also not-
ed that the country pur-
sues a defensive national
defense policy.

“China’s development
does not pose a threat to
any country,” Xi said. “No
matter how far China de-
velops, it will never seek
hegemony.” Xi chronicled
at length the country’s

says

recent achievements,
giving special credit to
former leader Deng Xia-
oping, whose reforms Xi
said saved China from
the brink of economic
collapse following the
tumultuous Cultural
Revolution.

Other celebrations of
reform and opening up
have been criticized by
scholars for downplaying
the role of Deng, widely
considered the architect
of the changes, in order
to elevate Xi.

This time around,
Xi spared no praise for
Deng, as he began by
remarking on the signif-
icance of 1978 the year
Deng implemented his
first reforms.

During the ceremo-
ny, 100 individuals were
recognized as pioneers of
reform. The eclectic slate
included NBA player Yao
Ming, Alibaba founder
Jack Ma and Nobel prize-
winning scientist Tu
Youyou. They received
their medals to the tune
of “Story of Spring,” a pa-
triotic ballad paying trib-
ute to Deng.

Throughout, Xi em-
phasized the absolute
rule of the Communist
Party and its upholding
of Chinese sovereignty.

“No one is in a posi-
tion to dictate to the Chi-
nese people what should
or should not be done,”
he said.

“We will resolute-
ly reform what can and
needs to be reformed,
and we will resolute-

in reform speech

ly uphold what cannot
and does not need to be
changed.” Xi's speech es-
poused “above all else,”
said Julian Gewirtz, an in-
ternational affairs schol-
ar at Harvard, “the dis-
tinctiveness and absolute
correctness of China’s
path under the party’s
leadership.”

“This was a broad at-
tempt to provide a really
positive, confidence-build-
ing story of China’s past 40
years and its future,” said
Gewirtz, who has written
a book about China’s eco-
nomic reforms.

The address won't
assuage concerned pri-
vate entrepreneurs and
foreign businesses, who
had hoped Xi would use
the occasion to announce
concrete industry-open-
ing measures to shift
dominance away from
state corporations.

China’s push to dom-
inate the high-tech in-
dustry by 2025 is a sore
point with Washington
and a contributing fac-
tor in trade tensions that
have seen the world’s two
largest economies slap
billions of dollars in puni-
tive tariffs on each other’s
products this year.

In a move welcomed
by global stock mar-
kets, President Donald
Trump agreed Dec. 1 to
postpone more U.S. tariff
hikes on Chinese imports
for 90 days while the
two sides negotiate over
American complaints
about Beijing’s technolo-
gy policy.

week ago. It had succeed-
ed for the last four years,
and diplomats said the US
is likely to try again in the
new year when five new
members join the council.

A statement released
Monday by North Korea’s
UN Mission noted oppo-
sition to the US move and
asserted again that the
Security Council “is nei-
ther a place for discus-
sion on any human rights
issue nor a platform
where a human rights is-
sue is politicized to flare

up confrontation.”
Whatever the change
in the Security Coun-
cil's composition, North
Korea said it shouldn’t
be used as a platform
“where U.S!s high-hand-
edness and arbitrary
practice would prevail.”
The General Assem-
bly resolution adopted
Monday expresses “very
serious concern” at re-
ports of torture, deten-
tion, rape, public execu-
tions, the imposition of
the death penalty, the

absence of the rule of
law, and “collective pun-
ishments extending up to
three generations.”

It also expressed con-
cern at forced labor in
North Korea and its “ex-
tensive system of politi-
cal prison camps where
a vast number of persons
are deprived of their lib-
erty and subjected to de-
plorable conditions” as
well as “all-pervasive and
severe restrictions, both
online and offline, on
the freedoms of thought,

conscience, religion or
belief, opinion and ex-
pression, peaceful as-
sembly and association.”

The resolution con-
demns “the systematic
abduction, denial of repa-
triation and subsequence
enforced disappearance
of persons, including
those from other coun-
tries, on a large scale.”

It “acknowledges” the
findings of the U.N. com-
mission of inquiry on
North Korea in 2014. The
commission said testi-
mony and information it
gathered “provide rea-
sonable grounds to be-
lieve that crimes against
humanity have been
committed in the Demo-
cratic People’s Republic
of Korea, pursuant to
policies established at
the highest level of the
state for decades and by
institutions under the
effective control of its
leadership.”

The General Assem-
bly strongly urged North
Korea “to immediately
put an end to the sys-
tematic, widespread
and grave violations of
human rights” by fully
implementing UN reso-
lutions and recommen-
dations including closing
prison camps and releas-
ing all political prisoners.

Clashes erupt in Yemen'’s Hodeida in truce violation: official

DuBaAl, DEc 18 (AFP):
Clashes erupted Tuesday
morning in Yemen just
minutes after a ceasefire
deal took effect in the
country’s flashpoint
port city of Hodeida,
a pro-government offi-
cial said.

The official told AFP
that sporadic clashes in
the east of the Red Sea
city -- whose port serves
as a crucial gateway for
humanitarian aid -- are
ongoing despite a truce

deal that was to be im-
plemented at midnight
local time (2100 GMT).
The United Nations
said on Monday that the
deal was to be imple-
mented at midnight, even
though the agreement
reached in Sweden was
announced on Thursday
between Yemen’s Sau-
di-backed government
and the Huthi rebels and
included an “immediate
ceasefire” in Hodeida
and its surroundings.

Shortly before the
agreement was to take
effect on Monday, Ye-
men’s international-
ly-recognised  govern-
ment called on its forces
to “cease fire in Hodeida
province and Hodeida
city”, according to a copy
of a statement received
by AFP.

The Huthi rebels also
said would commit to the
agreement.

Impoverished Yemen
has been mired in fight-

ing between the Huthi
rebels and troops loyal
to President Abedrab-
bo Mansour Hadi since
2014. The war escalat-
ed in 2015 when a Sau-
di-led military coalition
stepped in on the govern-
ment’s side.

The conflict has since
killed nearly 10,000
people, according to the
World Health Organi-
zation. But some rights
groups believe the toll to
be far higher.
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Suhana to learn the craft of acting before venturing into

Superstar Shah Rukh Khan says he wants his daughter
films as he does not want her to simply assume that she

In India we assume we are talented,
don't learn acting: Shah Rukh Khan

education first. If you have the opportunity to study, it forma-
lises and makes your craft better. So, I want her to study first
for some time.” Shah Rukh says Suhana will train for three-

is talented.

Shah Rukh says Suhana
came on the sets of his lat-
est “Zero” and observed how
things function.

“She came on sets because
learning acting has a lot to do
with spending time on the
sets and learning production.
She did the same in London
and while she was here.

“She said she still has two
weeks to go back to London and
we were shooting a song for
‘Zero’ in the coming two weeks.
So she came here to have that
experience,” Shah Rukh said in
a group interview.

The “Raees” star said he
wanted his daughter to ob-
serve a film set, including
his co-stars Katrina Kaif and
Anushka Sharma, and learn
the nuances.

“I wanted her to see

Anushka and Katrina perform
live as both are such different kind of actors. Katrina has her
own charm and Anushka has her own way of enacting things.
So I wanted her to spend time (on sets). So what they did is
they put her onto me as an assistant director.

“But I think ground experience is good for actors or any

four years more, doing plays and theatres. “In India, I think we
don’t learn acting, we just assume that we are talented. Like
if you drive very first, it first mean you are going to become a
Formula 1 driver. You'll have to finally learn it. So I want her to
have a formal training in acting. The experience matters a lot,”

STREET STRUT! Singer/actress Rita Ora was

seen strutting down in NYC looking fashionable in an

all black ensemble.

Jeff Bridges to be honoured with Cecil
B deMille Award at Golden Globes

Los ANGELES, DEc 18 (PTI): Veteran actor
Jeff Bridges is set to receive the Cecil B deMi-
lle honour at the 76th annual Golden Globe
Awards, the Hollywood Foreign Press Asso-
ciation (HFPA) has announced.

The Cecil B deMille award is given annually
to a talented individual who has made a lasting
impact on the world of entertainment.

“The Hollywood Foreign Press Associa-
tion is delighted to bestow the 2019 Cecil B
deMille Award on Jeff Bridges. Bridges’ bril-
liant body of work across diverse genres has
captured the hearts and minds of audiences
worldwide for more than six decades.

“We look forward to celebrating ‘the
Dude’ and his remarkable career and phil-
anthropic achievements at the upcoming
Golden Globe Awards,” said HFPA President
Meher Tatna.

Bridges’ first Golden Globe nomination
came in 1984 for bestactor in “Starman”. Sev-
en years later he received his second Golden
Globe nomination for his performance in
“The Fisher King”, which also starred Robin
Williams. He got another Golden Globe nom-
ination in 2001 for his role in “The Contend-
er”, Rod Lurie’s political thriller, co-starring
Gary Oldman and Joan Allen, in which Bridg-
es played the president of the United States.

In 2017, he received another Golden
Globe nomination for best supporting actor
as a retiring Texas Ranger in “Hell or High
Water”, a modern action bank heist thriller

set in West Texas.

Past honourees of Cecil B deMille Award
include George Clooney, Robert De Niro, Au-
drey Hepburn, Harrison Ford, Jodie Foster,
Sophia Loren, Sidney Poitier, Martin Scors-
ese, Steven Spielberg, Meryl Streep, Barbra
Streisand, Denzel Washington, Robin Wil-
liams, and Oprah Winfrey.

Golden Globes award ceremony, which
will be hosted by Sandra Oh and Andy Sam-
berg, will take place on January 6, 2019.

MumBAl, DEC 18 (PTI): Filmmaker Rohit
Shetty says he has discussed a few ideas
with Akshay Kumar but the duo has not
locked what exactly they will do next.
There were reports that Rohit has

kind of job, only as an internship. But you have to finish your

We will definitely work together: Rohit
Shetty on collaborating with Akshay

he has a huge fan following.”

The “Chennai Express” director says
Ranveer has no pretence and the way he
works, he is on his way to become the
next biggest superstar.

¥

signed Akshay for his next, which will go
on floors post the filmmaker’s “Simmba”.

When asked about the same, Rohit told
PTI, “I've always been open about what I am
doing. We have bounced one or two ideas.
would love to work with him and definitely
we will be coming together.

“But at present we have just tossed
an idea and we just had a few meet-
ings on what can be done and what we
should do. Everybody is saying our com-
bination will be good.”

The director is currently awaiting
the release of his next, cop-action- dra-
ma “Simmba”. The film features Ranveer
Singh in the titular role.

Rohit has worked with stars like
Shah Rukh Khan and Ajay Devgn pre-
viously and the director says Ranveer’s
energy is “totally different.”

“I haven’t seen a guy with so much
positivity. A boy who is a superstar at
this young age. His mentality, his think-
ing is still middle class. Hence he is me-
dia’s favourite, the audience loves him,

“I've spent almost everyday with him
for the last six months and you come to
know if somebody’s fake. He is genuine-
ly what he is. What you see is what you
get. By now the world knows about how
hardworking, honest, emotional he is.
He is the next biggest superstar.”

Also starring Sara Ali Khan, “Simmba”
is scheduled to release on December 28.
The director says, though he is aware he
has a loyal film audience, he is happy the
way “Simmba” has shaped up.

“People feel my films are theirs.
They have this ownership which works
for me... But I am happy with the film.
How big it'll be, the numbers it'll do,
that’s secondary. What matters to me is
if  was honest. I can’t lie to myself.

“We have really worked hard on this
one and given it our all. I make films
every year and few films just fall on
point, like ‘Singham’ ‘Chennai Ex-
press’ or ‘Golmaal 3’ and I know with
‘Simmba’ too this has happened. The
beats are perfect.”

he added. “Zero” is scheduled to release this Friday.

‘Elementary’
to end with
season 7on CBS

Los ANGELES, DEc 18 (PTI): “Ele-
mentary”, CBS’ modern-day Sher-
lock Holmes and Watson drama
series, will end its run with its up-
coming 13-episode seventh season.

The final season, which is set to
airin 2019, will bring “Elementary”
to its natural end.

According to Variety, the pro-
duction on the show starring
Lucy Liu and Jonny Lee Miller
wrapped Friday.

“A lot of parties came together
and talked about their positions
on the show both in terms of
business and in terms of creative
and we all decided that this was
an opportune time to say goodbye
to a show that has been very, very
good to us,” CBS Entertainment
President Kelly Kahl said. “Ele-
mentary” becomes the second
CBS series to wrap its run in 2019,
joining the comedy “The Big Bang
Theory” (ending with season 12).

THE DAY AHEAD

ARIES:Lather, rinse, repeat? As much as
you dread routines, they're a “necessary
evil” in the journey to mastery. Resist the
temptation to toss aside a laborious task.
Today’s moon in Taurus helps you perse-
vere and keep plugging away while a helpful
trine to Satumn gives you major powers of con-
centration. One thing that might help with the
process: breaking down the job into more
manageable segments. You'll get the satis-
faction of reaching mini-milestones, which
will buoy your confidence along the way.

TAURUS:Today's moon in Taurus puts
“me, myself and I” back at the top of the
priority list. Are you running on an emp-
ty tank or verging on burnout? Take mini
self-care breaks throughout the day. Get
a massage or a mani-pedi, pick up sushi
for lunch and catch up with a friend on
the phone. With power-generator Saturn
nudging the moon from your ninth house of
travel, working from a remote location (like
a chic hotel lobby or a cafe) could make
you extra-productive, even if you can only
squeeze in a couple hours out of office.
GEMINI:While you shouldn’t make ex-
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cuses for people’s bad behavior, today,
your ultra-high standards could cause
some breakdowns. If someone in your
world has ruffled your feathers, obsess-
ing over the “how dare they!” drama
won’'t improve the situation. Take the
high road and initiate a dialogue. The
offending party may be clueless that
they've caused you so much grief.
CANCER: Collaboration will make
everything easier today—if you choose
the right co-players. The moon in your
teamwork house is forming a helpful
trine to stabilizer Saturn, which will en-
courage you to join forces for mutual
gain. Considering an investment? In-
stead of draining your savings, explore
creative ways to pool your resources
with others on a similar mission.

LEO :Will you ascend the ladder faster
on your own or with a partner in crime?
Today’s moon hovers in your career zone
and forms a helpful trine to wise Saturn,
encouraging you to assess a recent col-
laboration. Is teaming up the right tra-
jectory for you? You might want to break

away from a joint venture, but before mak-
ing any rash decisions, discuss whether
there’s room for renegotiation. If not, let
your inner maverick take the wheel.
VIRGO: Today’s moon in your expansive
ninth house nudges you to try something
new, which is fine as long as you don'’t
throw out the baby with the bathwater.
Steady Saturn is also in the picture, re-
minding you to be patient with a process
that might be slower than you'd prefer. If
you need a jolt of inspiration, you don’t
have to rush off to do something radical.
Instead, seek wisdom from the masterful
movers and shakers in your field.

LIBRA :When you compare, you de-
spair, Libra, so careful not to measure
yourself against other people’s standards.
With status-conscious Saturn getting in
rhythm with the sensitive moon, you can’t
help but notice social dynamics and pow-
er structures. It's perfectly understandable
that you might be feeling a little intimidated
as you stretch out of your comfort zone.
SCORPIO:If an important partnership
has felt more like a power struggle than

a source of support, today's steadfast
moon-Saturn trine can help you restore
balance. But first, look at your role in the
matter. Have you been stewing inside
instead of speaking up? You have a ten-
dency to swing to extremes, giving 110
percent then withdrawing out of the blue
when you feel slighted or unappreciated.
SAGITTARIUS:Don't even think of
spewing excuses as to why you bailed on
a commitment (with no advance notice)
or failed to meet a deadline. While you
may have every “good” reason in the
world, your justifications won’t reduce
people’s disappointment; in fact, they
might aggravate them. The only way
to get back in their good books is to make
amends. Fortunately, today’s steadfast
moon-Saturn trine supports you in restoring
personal integrity.

CAPRICORN: oBragging might not be
your style, but save the humble pie for an-
other day, Capricorn. With a charismatic
moon in your fame sector beaming your
ruler, masterful Saturn, in your sign, it's
okay to play PR agent for yourself. Let

the world in on your latest achievements.
Step into a leadership role that you know
you can handle—and that you've earned!
AQUARIUS: Slow your pace under to-
day’s restorative meetup of the moon and
steadfast Saturn. Your schedule has been
packed to the brim with everything but
R&R. Aquarius, you can only keep up this
pace for so long before your body starts a
full-on rebellion. Take a raincheck on to-
night's plans and settle into the sofa with
a stack of magazines or a season of your
favorite show.

PISCES :No more biting your tongue,
Pisces! Today’s moon-Saturn trine can
help you diplomatically air your feelings.
You've been careful not to cross a line
or offend anyone, perhaps at your own
expense. By keeping mum, you might
actually do more harm than good. It may
not be easy to speak your truth, but your
conscience will torture you if you don't.
Just choose your words carefully so you
don’t end up the scapegoat in a “shoot the
messenger” scenario. Is an exciting proj-
ect or opportunity floating around?
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