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Mohammedan Sporting to face Sikkim 
Himalayan for Governor’s Gold Cup

EXHIBITION MATCH FEATURING LEGISLATORS AND FELICITATIONS TO EMBELLISH FINALS
Summit Report
Gangtok, 10 Nov: 

Mohammedan Sport-
ing Club today set 

up what should be a riv-
eting final clash for the 
Governor’s Gold Cup on 
Tuesday when it  takes 
on local  team Sikkim 
Himalayan Sporting 
Club, the first local team 
since 1979 to make it to 
the Gold Cup finals.

In the tightly played 
second semifinal match 
on Sunday afternoon, one 
that carried the potential 
to treat the state to an 
all-Sikkim final, Moham-
medan SC dashed the 
hopes of Sikkim Police to 
join Sikkim Himalayan on 
Tuesday.

Sikkim Police played 
hard and fast, but the 
Kolkata team was up for 
the challenge and edged 
past by a solitary goal in 
a match that lived up to 

its billing and gave those 
who showed up at the 
ground, an afternoon 
of some top-notch 
soccer.

The only goal of 
the match came from 
the boots of Charls 
Atcha in the first half. 
That one goal was 
enough to see Mo-
hammedan SC to its 
tenth final of the All 
India Governor’s Gold 
Cup Football Tourna-
ment and the chance 
to lift the prestigious 
cup for  a third time. 

Mohammedan SC 
has won the tourna-
ment twice - in 1980 
and 2016.

Sikkim Police 
played i ts  heart 
out  throughout  the 
match but  could not 
breach the strong 
defence l ine of  Mo-
hammedan SC. 

Mohammedan SC 
players also got some 
good opportunities to ex-
tend their lead but could 
not finish strong enough. 

The final match is 
scheduled to kick off at 
1:30 PM on 12 November. 

A highlight will be 

the exhibition match be-
tween Chief Minister’s XI 
and Chief Secretary’s XI 
scheduled for 11:30 PM 
before the final match. 
It is informed that Chief 
Minister’s XI is likely to 
be captained by Chief 
Minister PS Tamang. 

On Tuesday, Sikkim 
Football Association will 
also be felicitating ISL 
players from Sikkim, 
Bikash Jairu and Robin 
Gurung and football pro-
moters of yesteryears, 
the late Balchand Sar-
da [posthumously] and 

Lhendup Lepcha. 
SFA has also decided 

to  fe l i c i t a t e  fo r m e r 
fo o t b a l l e r s ,  K a r -
m a  L o d ay  B h u t i a , 
H e m  R a j  C i n t u r y,  B 
Ts h e r i n g  a n d  S o n a m 
D o m a  L e p c h a on the 
occasion. 

INDEF holds annual council 
meeting of NE Region in Gangtok

Summit Report
Gangtok, 10 Nov: 

The Annual Council 
Meeting of Indian En-

gineers Federation [IN-
DEF], North East Region, 
was hosted by State En-
gineers’ Service Associa-
tion Sikkim [SESA] today 
at Chintan Bhawan here. 

SESA is affiliated to 
INDEF, a national or-
ganisation with 3.5 lakh 
members.

Engineers from all 
the eight Northeastern 
States are attending the 
Annual Council Meeting 
being held in Sikkim after 
a long gap. 

The meeting had 
the presence of Educa-
tion Minister KN Lepcha 
as chief guest, Roads & 
Bridges Minister Samdup 
Lepcha as guest of hon-

our, INDEF office-bearers 
including the chairper-
son and secretary gen-
eral, engineers and dele-
gates.

In his inaugural ad-
dress, the chief guest 
mentioned that the Sik-
kim government stands 
with the engineers and 
understands their prob-
lems. He highlighted 
that engineers were the 
pillars of the nation’s de-
velopment and that the 
State government will 
work with engineers for 
the development of the 
State.

On the occasion, SESA 
felicitated the ministers 
and INDEF delegates.

SESA president CK 
Basnet, in his address, 
said 

turn to pg 02

DC visits Old Age Home, informed of issues being faced
Summit Report
Gangtok, 10 Nov:

District Collector, 
East, along with the 

ADC visited the Old Age 
Home at Ranipool and 
interacted with the in-
mates and the caretak-
er there today, an IPR 
Deptt press release in-
forms. 

The caretaker, it is 
informed, listed out is-
sues being faced by the 
Home and it was then 
decided that the adhoc 
Management Commit-
tee of the Home meet 
on 12 November and 
take necessary action 
on these matters.

Some of the issues 

highlighted by the 
caretaker were the re-
quirement for 20 more 
beds for inmates, need 
to paint the building 
and install a truss 
roof. It was suggested 
that these may be ex-
plored with companies 
based in the area to be 
taken up as part of the 
corporate social respon-
sibility initiatives. 

The visiting of-
ficials were also in-
formed about the di-
lapidated structure 
behind the Home 
which was now pos-
ing a threat to the 
property.

The DC decided 

that necessary orders 
under Disaster Man-
agement Act will be 
passed to dismantle the 
structure. Rs 2,00,000 
was also sanctioned for 

land development and 
stabilisation of the area. 

The need for a com-
puter and printer was 
also addressed and the 
same are to be handed 

over on 12 November. 
The caretaker also 

requested for grant of 
materials for setting up a 
green house and poultry 
farm at the Home. 

Singbel meets to launch up-
cycling of plastic wrappers

Singtam, 10 Nov: Re-
sponding to the disturb-
ing increase in plastic 
waste generation and 
subsequent problems 
in disposal, a meeting 
was held at Singbel here 
East Sikkim to discuss 
strategies regarding the 
possible “Up-Cycling” of 
plastic wrappers of Lays, 
Kurkure and other eat-
ables.

The meeting was at-
tended by Durga Prasad 
Sharma and KB Prad-
han from Sagar Samaj 
(Rangtu-Ralap Ward), 
and Gokul Oli of Oli Print-
ing Press [Singtam] as re-
source persons. 

It may be mentioned 
here that a Plastic Col-
lection Centre was es-
tablished at Singbel in 

October where plastic 
wrappers from the area 
are collected. 

Five SHGs of Singbel -  
Ajambari, Udaan, Smari-
ka, Ujjwal and Chandni 
- have so far gathered 
around 12,000 pieces. 
They are working under 
the guidance of Lomas 
Dhungel from the Hari-
yo Makha group to make 
book covers out of the 
wrappers. 

Back in 2017, Lomas 
Dhungel had successfully 

experimented this idea 
and upcycled 55,000 
plastic pieces and the 
revenue earned was used 
to help a student take a 
course with IGNOU. 

The idea had also 
earned him a National 
Innovation Award from 
the Sri Aurobindo Soci-
ety in August this year.

Temple town buzzes with activity a 
day after top court’s Ayodhya verdict
Arunav Sinha
Ayodhya, Nov 10 (PTI): 
Ayodhya buzzed with 
activity on Sunday as 
devotees flocked various 
temples to offer prayers 
amid tight security ar-
rangements, a day after 
the Supreme Court’s 
landmark judgement 
over the century-old 
Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri 
Masjid dispute.

The areas near Ha-
numangarhi and Naya 
Ghat were busy from 
the morning, as people 
from different walks of 
life arrived here to pay 
obeisance to Lord Ram 
and his ardent devotee 
Hanuman.

As the sun set, bha-
jans and kirtans echoed 
in the temple town. 
There was no let up in 
the security arrange-
ments, with police per-
sonnel keeping a strict 
vigil. Intensified pa-
trolling, frisking and 
searches continued in 

full swing.
Priest of Ram Lal-

la, Acharya Satyendra 
Das said Lord Ram was 
adorned with a new set 
of clothes offered by a 
devotee to mark the day.

People in the Rik-
abganj area of the city 
and other parts could 
be seen going through 
newspapers to under-
stand the nuances of the 
Supreme Court judge-
ment, and also ascer-
tain, what people in oth-
er parts of the country 
feel about the Ayodhya 
verdict.

Sandeep Singh, who 
works as a manager at 
a hotel in Ayodhya, said, 
“This Sunday holds spe-
cial significance for us, 
as we woke up to a new 
and transformed Sun-
day, with a feeling of 
relief that the lingering 
issue of Ayodhya dispute 
has been resolved once 
and for all.”

turn to pg 02
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Classifieds
General Land for Sale

Roadside plots for sale at Adampool, Ranipool-
Rumtek highway.

For details contact: 9083826462

FLAT FOR RENT/LEASE
Fully furnished 3BHK flat available for rent/

lease at Church Road near DPH. Roadside and 
five minutes walking distance from MG Marg.

For more details: 9083826462 /9832556698
General Land for Sale

General land 30X40 (3 Plots) available for sale 
at  Tadong 6th Mile next to Harka Maya College. 

Flat Land no cutting required. Price 30 Lakhs 
(negotiable).

Contact: 9800201335

LAND FOR SALE 
A land measuring an area for  50x32 1/2  at Road-
side just below housing colony is for sale. It is 
just a  one minute walking distance from Namchi 
bazaar taxi stand. Interested party may contact 
9593373387 and 9434406761

Shops selling utensils, puja items, idols and pictures of gods and goddesses 
were open, as were the eateries.

Owners of a sweets shop in the vicinity of Hanumangarhi temple, Anoop Saini 
and Vaibhav Gupta, were seen sifting through pages of newspapers and discussing 
the outcome of Saturday’s judgement.

“After the judgement in favour of Ram Lalla, we knew that we will fall short of 
garlands, so we had ordered additional garlands from Varanasi and neighbouring 
cities,” Anoop Saini said.

He added that Ayodhya will now grow in the right direction. “I am sure that 
Ayodhya will see its golden era in coming days. This is the best example of Sa-
tyamev Jayate,” he said.

Jaipur residents Awadhesh Sharma and Kajormal Sharma said they felt proud 
and blessed to have been in Ayodhya when the Supreme Court delivered its judg-
ment.

Settling the fractious issue that goes back more than a century, the Supreme 
Court on Saturday backed the construction of a Ram temple by a government trust 
at the disputed site in Ayodhya, and ruled that an alternative five-acre plot must be 
found for a mosque in the Hindu holy town.

Delivering a unanimous verdict on a case that has long polarised the country 
and frayed the secular tapestry of Indian society, a five-judge bench of the apex 
court headed by Chief Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi said the faith of Hindus that 
Lord Ram was born at the site was undisputed, and he is symbolically the owner 
of the land.

Ganesh Tare, who along with a group of 55 tourists, arrived here from Bhiwan-
di (Maharashtra) on Sunday, said that he felt joyed by the verdict.

Rampujan and Ramvati were also “feeling happy” as they arrived in Hanuman-
garhi temple area after ‘mundan’ of their son Jankaran.

Sunday was a busy day for 58-year-old newspaper hawker Ram Shankar Yadav.
“I have been distributing newspapers in nearly 11 localities of the district since 

1994. On a normal Sunday, I distribute 500 to 525 newspapers, but on this Sunday, 
I distributed 750,” he said.

“This is a new morning, a new Sunday. As barriers have been put up at various 
parts of Ayodhya, the number of devotees coming here at this point of time is a bit 
less. However, in the next couple of days, it is likely to go up. There is absolute nor-
malcy,” senior priest of Hanumangarhi temple, Mahant Raju Das, told PTI.

Later, Raju Das, along with local Muslim leader Babloo Khan, took a round of 
the workshop of the Sriramjanmabhoomi Nyas in Ayodhya.

“This is not just a win for Hindus or Muslims, this is a win for the Janmab-
hoomi,” Das said.

“I have been following the Quran in letter and spirit. If Kaba is sacred for the 
Muslims, then the Ramjanmabhoomi is equally sacred for the Hindus. This is the 
city of Lord Ram. We welcome the Supreme Court judgment, and each and every 
citizen should welcome it,” Khan said.

Both were seen clicking selfies together, apparently to send a message of com-
munal harmony.

People were seen visiting the workshop which has almost turned into a studio 
for various news channels hosting debates from there.

“Lord Ram is the eventual truth in life. I am feeling extremely happy,” said Ma-
hant Pawan Kumar Das of Ayodhya and Baba Bhawani Das.

Traffic on the national highway linking Ayodhya to neighbouring cities of Basti, 
Barabnaki, Azamgarh and Ambedkarnagar and to state capital Lucknow was nor-
mal.

Temple town buzzes...

the State association has no major demands at present and that today’s pro-
gramme was also to felicitate the new government as a thanksgiving. 

“We want to thank and felicitate the new government for addressing the huge 
backlog promotions of the State engineers,” he said, while informing that more than 
300 engineers of all branches were promoted within four months of the new gov-
ernment taking office. 

“We are very grateful to the new government and want to work with the govern-
ment for the development of Sikkim,” he said.

During the technical session, issues such as service matters, pay scale, 7th Pay 
Commission, engineers’ commission and problems faced by engineers were dis-
cussed. 

The delegates are also scheduled to adopt a resolution for submission to the 
Chief Secretary and a representation to the Chief Minister as well and a resolution 
for submission to INDEF.

NDEF holds annual council ...

CM returns

Gangtok, 10 Nov [IPR]: 
Chief Minister PS Tamang 
[Golay] and his wife, Sar-
da Tamang, arrived at 
Bagdogra Airport this 
evening after con-
cluding a 5-day offi-
cial tour of Himachal 
Pradesh, Punjab and 
New Delhi. 

During the visit, 
the Chief Minister at-

tended the Global Inves-
tors Meet in HP which had 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi as the chief guest.

The Chief Minister 
also met top CEOs of blue 
chip companies and en-
trepreneur giants during 
the Global Investors Meet 
and invited them to Sik-
kim to explore invest-
ment opportunities. 

ABP anchor Dibang calls on CM

Summit Report
Gangtok, 10 Nov:

Senior news anchor 
with ABP News, 

Dibang, called on Chief 
Minister PS Tamang 
[Golay], at Sikkim 
House, New Delhi, to-
day, an IPR Deptt press 
release informs. 

The two discussed 

various issues regarding 
Sikkim and the CM also 
requested Mr Dibang to 
promote Sikkim through 
news items, the release 
informs. Dibang in return 
congratulated the Chief 
Minister on his historic 
victory in the recently 
concluded by-elections, 
the release adds.

Minister inspects Stairway to Heaven project

Gyalshing, 10 Nov 
[IPR]: Minister for 
Sikkim Public Works 
(Buildings & Housing) 
and Transport Depart-
ments, Sanjit Kharel, 
along with Power Min-
ister MN Sherpa, who 
also happens to be the 
area MLA, visited the 

construction site of 
Stairway to Heaven at 
Daramdin today. 

During the visit, the 
Ministers met with 
officials from the con-
cerned department 
and made a joint in-
spection of the works 
being carried out at 

the site. 
The stakeholders and 

workers were advised to 
maintain proper coor-
dination to ensure a 
positive outcome. 

Thereafter, Minis-
ter Kharel along with 
area MLA and the offi-
cials from Buildings & 

Housing Department 
also made a site visit to 
Buriakhop. During the 
visit, they enquired af-
ter the status of work 
in progress at the 
ethnic village project 
there and discussed 
the next plan of action 
to expedite the work.

Soreng teachers complete NISHTHA training

Summit Report
Gangtok, 10 Nov: 

The first batch of 130 
teachers, includ-

ing 12 school heads, 
of Soreng Sub Division 
completed training un-
der the National Initia-
tive for School Heads’ 

Teachers’ Holistic Ad-
vancement [NISHTHA] 
programme at Chakung 
Senior Secondary 
School on Friday.

The teachers were 
from schools in the 
three BACs of Chum-
bong, Soreng and Da-

ramdin and had begun 
their training on 04 No-
vember. 

The training pro-
gramme was launched 
by MHRD in August 
2019 and aims at im-
proving the education 
system by taking into 

account the methods 
of teaching and other 
pedagogical processes 
including generic issues 
in order to ensure that 
the students are engaged 
in the learning process 
and attained the desired 
learning objectives. 

Ayodhya: Lawyers for Hindu parties say faith reaf-
firmed by SC; Muslim parties voice dissatisfaction

New Delhi, Nov 9 
(PTI): Lawyers for Hindu 
parties on Saturday said 
the Supreme Court judg-
ment granting the entire 
2.77 acre of disputed 
land in Ayodhya to deity 
Ram Lalla has reaffirmed 
their faith while the Mus-
lim advocates voiced dis-
satisfaction saying there 
were lot of contradic-
tions in the verdict.

The apex court on 
Saturday cleared the way 
for the construction of a 
Ram Temple at the dis-
puted site at Ayodhya, 
and directed the Centre 
to allot a 5-acre plot to 
the Sunni Waqf Board 
for building a mosque.

Senior advocate P 
S Narasimha, who had 
appeared for deity Ram 
Lalla Virajman in the 
title dispute, said that 
they are grateful to the 

court for respecting 
their religion and faith 
while Uttar Pradesh 
Sunni Central Waqf 
Board’s Zafaryab Jilani 
expressed his dissatis-
faction over the verdict.

“The faith of Hindus 
has been reaffirmed by 
the Supreme Court ver-
dict. We had faith before 
the mosque. We had 
faith during the mosque 
and we had faith after 
the demolition of the 
mosque and there was 
continuous worship by 
the Hindus,” said Nar-
simha.

“We are grateful to 
the institution of judi-
ciary for the extraordi-
nary measures for res-
tituting the historical 
belief. We are grateful 
to the court which has 
shown great respect to 
our religion and belief 

which brings amity and 
affection in the society,” 
he added.

Jilani said there were 
lot of contradictions in 
the judgement and they 
will seek its review.

“The Ayodhya verdict 
holds no value for us. 
We are dissatisfied with 
the verdict. It has lot of 
contradictions. We will 
seek a review,” senior 
advocate Jilani said.

Senior advocate C 
S Vaidyanathan, who 
had also appeared for 
the deity, welcomed 
the judgment, saying 
it is a victory for the 
people.

“It is a very bal-
anced judgment and 
it is a victory for the 
people of India,” he 
said.

The Nirmohi Akha-
ra said it has no re-

grets over the Su-
preme Court saying 
that it is not a ‘shebait’ 
of deity Ram Lalla.

“We have no regrets 
on this because we were 
batting for Ram Lalla. 
The court has accepted 
Ram Lalla’s side and with 
this, our motive was ful-
filled,” Nirmohi Akhara 
member Mahant Dharm-
das told PTI.

BJP leader Subrama-
nian Swamy tweeted, 
“Only when Lord Rama 
wanted, the green light 
for re- building the tem-
ple is being given. Jai 
Shri Ram.”

In one of the most 
important and most an-
ticipated judgements in 
India’s history, the bench 
put an end to the more 
than a century old dis-
pute that has torn the so-
cial fabric of the nation.

BSNL mulls biz continuity measures amid VRS plan rollout; talks on with DoT
New Delhi, Nov 10 
(PTI): With the current 
VRS plan expected to cut 
BSNL’s staff by almost 
half, the DoT has instruct-
ed the corporation to put 
in place measures to en-
sure business continuity 
and smooth transition, 
particularly for manning 
telephone exchanges in 
rural areas.

At present, various 
options are being dis-
cussed for the transition 
period.

A source in Depart-
ment of Telecom (DoT) 
told PTI said the matter 
requires urgent focus, 
and meetings are on to 
find a solution to ensure 
there is no impact on 
day-to-day manning of 
exchanges and other op-
erations, once the VRS 
plan concludes.

On Friday evening, 
barely four days after the 
scheme was rolled out, 
the number of BSNL em-
ployees opting for VRS 
had swelled to 57,000, 
and the figures when 
combined with those of 
state-owned MTNL had 
exceed 60,000.

In all, nearly one lakh 
BSNL employees are el-
igible for the VRS out of 
its total staff strength of 
about 1.50 lakh. BSNL’s 
internal target for VRS 

is pegged at 77,000 em-
ployees, which essential-
ly means that if the VRS 
reaches full target, the 
staff strength will come 
down by half. The effec-
tive date of voluntary re-
tirement under the pres-
ent scheme is January 31, 
2020.

When contacted, 
BSNL Chairman and MD 
P K Purwar confirmed 
that discussions have 
been initiated on the is-
sue and said the corpora-
tion is planning business 
re-engineering and busi-
ness continuity.

“We have to work 
meticulously because we 
have now started tak-
ing the data, which SSA, 
which unit, how many 
people are taking VRS....
We will still be left with 
about 80,000 people. 
So, the numbers are 
not less...but it will be 
almost half. The work 
culture will also have 
to change,” Purwar 
said.

The DoT source said 
that even outsourcing 
certain operations will 
require time, includ-
ing transition period 
of 2-3 months after 
finalisation of tender, 
and given that the VRS 
will come into effect 
from January, a solution 

will have to be arrived at 
soon.

Several options are 
on the discussion table, 
the source said one such 
solution being debated 
is whether some of the 
personnel opting for VRS 
can be roped in as con-
sultants at a lower cost.

The other options 
include tendering or 
outsourcing some of the 
work or roping in retired 
officers of the telecom 
department who are al-
ready familiar with the 
tasks. BSNL will have 
to choose which option 
it wants to go with, the 
source said.

The ‘BSNL Volun-
tary Retirement Scheme 
- 2019’ that was rolled 
out last week, will re-
main open till Decem-
ber 3. BSNL is looking 
at savings of about Rs 
7,000 crore in wage bill, 
if 70,000-80,000 person-
nel opt for the scheme.

According to the 
scheme all regular and 
permanent employ-
ees of BSNL including 
those on deputation 
to other organisations 
or posted outside the 
corporation on depu-
tation basis, who at-
tended the age of 50 
years or above are el-
igible to seek voluntary 

retirement under the 
scheme.

The amount of ex-gra-
tia for any eligible em-
ployee will be equal to 35 
days salary for each com-
pleted year of service and 
25 days salary for every 
year of service left until 
superannuation.

Mahanagar Tele-
phone Nigam Ltd (MTNL) 
too has rolled out a VRS 
for its employees. The 
scheme, based on Guja-
rat Model, will be open 
for employees till De-
cember 3, 2019.

The Union Cabi-
net last month had 
approved the plan to 
combine MTNL - which 
provides services in 
Mumbai and New Del-
hi - with BSNL that 
services the rest of the 
nation.

The rescue package 

approved by the govern-
ment includes infusion 
of Rs 20,140 crore for 
purchase of 4G spectrum, 
Rs 3,674 crore for GST 
to be paid on spectrum 
allocation, companies 
raising Rs 15,000 crore 
in debt on the sovereign 
guarantee and govern-
ment funding Rs 17,160 
crore VRS and another 
Rs 12,768 crore towards 
retirement liability.

The two firms will 
also monetise assets 
worth Rs 37,500 crore 
in the next three years. 
MTNL has reported 
losses in nine of the 
past 10 years and BSNL 
too has been ringing 
in loss since 2010. The 
total debt on both the 
companies stood at Rs 
40,000 crore, of which 
half of the liability is 
on MTNL alone.
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CONTRIBUTIONS INVITED FOR AMBA 
SCHOOL LIBRARY UPGRADATION

Wandering Souls of Sikkim is excited to announce our plan 
to upgrade the school library of Govt. Secondary School, 

Amba, East Sikkim. This will be fourth such upgradation of 
school libraries by WSOS. 

We have successfully upgraded 3 school libraries so far with 
the support and contributions of our generous patrons and are 
looking forward to receive more such contributions. 

We request all to kindly contribute books either old or new 
or cash for the upgradation of school library at Amba. 

Our Library Initiative is aimed at upgrading School libraries 
specially in rural areas of the state and for laying a foundation 
for better future of our young minds studying in these schools. 

To Contribute Contact WSOS at 7384639193.

Jashn E Eid Milad Un Nabi 
observed in Jorethang

Jorethang, 10 Nov: 
A rally was taken out 
through town here to 
celebrate the birthday of 
Prophet Muhammad.

The rally started 

from the Fountain Cor-
ner and moved towards 
Akkar Bridge, through 
Jorethang Bazaar and 
concluded back at the 
Fountain Corner. The 

procession was organ-
ised by the Bharatiya 
Garib Nawaz Sunni of 
Jorethang.

[from JEEWAN SUB-
BA]

PIB-Gangtok’s Shovan Kr Mitra 
conferred certificate of appreciation 

Rangpo, 10 Nov: In-
formation & Broadcast-
ing Ministry, North East 
Zone, has felicitated Sho-
van Kumar Mitra, a Press 
Information Bureau 
official posted in Gang-
tok, for his service and 
dedication to shoulder 
responsibilities beyond 
the mandate of his ser-
vice.

Mr Mitra was among 
nine such officials from 
the North East Zone to 

receive Certificates of 
Appreciation. 

The Governor of As-
sam, Prof Jagdish Mukhi, 
presented the certificate 
to Mr Mitra during the in-
augural ceremony of the 
multimedia exhibition on 
Guru Nanak Dev at Naga-
on in Assam.

Mr Mitra, barring a 
year and a half stint in 
Kolkata, has spent his 
entire three decades of 
service with PIB in Sik-

kim, developing a special 
bonhomie and rapport 
with local scribes. 

His role has been 
more conspicuous 
during visits of officials 
and leaders from the 
Centre when he liaisons 
with the local journal-
ists and ensures that all 
necessary resources are 
made available to them 
for wider publicity.

[from SANJAY AGAR-
WAL]

SSB-sponsored driving and comp 
education training concludes

Summit Report
Rongli, 10 Nov:
A two-month long Motor 
Driving and Computer 
Education training or-
ganized by the SSB 69th 
Battalion under its civic 
action programme for 
border areas concluded 
here today at the Rongli 
community hall, a press 
release informs. The 
training was taken by 20 

local youth.
The training was im-

parted at Hi Tech Com-
puter Education Institute 
of Rongli. 

The valedictory func-
tion had DIG, SSB Head 
Sector, Gangtok, BK Pal, 
as chief guest accom-
panied by SSB Rhenock 
Deputy Commander Jeet 
Singh, Medical Officer Dr 
Doma Lepcha. 

Guj govt gives nod for CNG 
port terminal at Bhavnagar

Ahmedabad, Nov 10 
(PTI): The Gujarat gov-
ernment on Sunday 
gave its approval for a 
Compressed Natural 
Gas (CNG) terminal in 
Bhavnagar with a pro-
posed investment of Rs 
1,900 crore, an official 
said.

A state government 
release said the facility, 
approval for which was 
given by the Gujarat 
Infrastructure Devel-
opment Board headed 
by chief minister Vijay 
Rupani, would be the 
world’s first CNG port 
terminal.

It will be developed 
jointly by UK-head-

quartered Foresight 
Group and Mum-
bai-based Padmanabh 
Mafatlal Group, the re-
lease added.

The Gujarat Maritime 
Board (GMB) had signed 
an MoU with Foresight 
Group to set up this port 
terminal at Bhavnagar 
in the Vibrant Gujarat 
Summit held in January 
this year, said the re-
lease.

Apart from the CNG 
terminal, the investors 
would also develop a 
Ro-Ro terminal, liq-
uid cargo terminal and 
container terminal at 
Bhavnagar port with a 
cumulative investment 

of Rs 1,900 crore, said 
the release.

The proposed CNG 
port terminal will have 
a capacity to handle 1.5 
million metric tonne per 
annum (MMTPA).

The GMB manag-
es the existing port at 
Bhavnagar, having a ca-
pacity to handle three 
MMTPA cargo, and the 
new terminals would 
take the overall capacity 
to nine MMTPA, the re-
lease said.

While the consor-
tium would invest Rs 
1,300 crore in the first 
phase, Rs 600 crore will 
be invested in the second 
phase.

Iran announces discovery 
of massive oil field

Tehran, Nov 10 (AFP): 
Iran has discovered a 
massive new oil field, 
President Hassan Rou-
hani said Sunday, a find 
that would boost its 
proven reserves by about 
a third in a rare piece of 
“good news” for an econ-
omy battered by US sanc-
tions.

In a speech aired on 
state TV, Rouhani said 
the country’s economy 
had stabilised despite 
punishing US measures 
against its senior leaders, 
banking and finance sec-
tors.

The vast field in the 
southwestern province 
of Khuzestan holds an es-
timated 53 billion barrels 
of crude, he said.

The 80-metre deep 
reservoir stretches near-
ly 200 kilometres from 
Khuzestan’s border with 
Iraq to the city of Omidi-
yeh.

“This is a small gift 
by the government to the 
people of Iran,” he said in 
a speech from the cen-
tral city of Yazd.

“We announce to 
America today that we 
are a rich nation, and 
despite your enmity 
and cruel sanctions, 
Iranian oil industry 
workers and engineers 
discovered this great 
oil field.” The find 
would add around 34 
percent to the OPEC 
member’s current 
proven reserves, esti-
mated by energy giant 
BP at 155.6 billion bar-
rels.

Iran, a founding 
member of the Orga-
nization of the Petro-
leum Exporting Coun-
tries, sits on what were 
already the world’s 
fourth-biggest oil re-
serves.

The new reserves, if 
proven, would lift it to 
third place, just before 
regional arch-rival Sau-
di Arabia.

But it remains to 
be seen how much the 
country can benefit 
from the new field.

Iran has struggled 
to sell its oil since 
US President Donald 
Trump withdrew from 
a landmark 2015 nu-
clear deal last year and 
reimposed unilateral 
sanctions.

In May, Washing-
ton ended temporary 
sanctions waivers it 
had granted to the 
eight main buyers of 
Iranian oil, ratchet-
ing up the pressure 
on holdouts China, In-
dia and Turkey to find 
other suppliers.

Tehran does not 
report exact figures, 
but says some crude is 
still exported via “un-
conventional” means.

It has hit back at 
the US with a series 
of countermeasures, 

stepping up its nu-
clear activities and 
threatening to go fur-
ther unless the deal’s 
promised economic 
benefits materialise.

It insists its moves 
are transparent and 
easily reversible, call-
ing on the deal’s other 
parties to honour their 
commitments.

The remaining par-
ties to the 2015 ac-
cord -- Britain, China, 
France, Germany and 
Russia -- have been 
working on measures 
to help it avoid US 
sanctions, but with few 
results so far.

Since the US with-
drawal, tensions have 
cranked up in the Gulf 
with a series of mys-
terious attacks on 
tankers and Saudi oil 
installations, with Teh-
ran and Washington 
narrowly avoiding an 
armed confrontation 
after the downing of a 
US drone over Iranian 
territory.

Iran has experi-
enced a sharp econom-
ic downturn this year, 
fuelled in part by US 
sanctions, with a plum-
meting currency send-
ing inflation skyrock-
eting and hiking the 
prices of imports.

But Rouhani insist-
ed the economy had 
now stabilised.

“Our people weath-
ered hard days in the 
past year ... (but) I be-
lieve America is now 
hopeless,” he said.

The IMF has said 
Iran’s economy will con-
tract by a massive 9.5 
percent this year, its 
worst performance since 
1984 when the Islamic 
republic was at war with 
neighbouring Iraq, but 
notes the growth is ex-
pected to stabilise at zero 
next year.

Authorities have 
cracked down hard on 
“economic disruptors” 
-- Iranians accused of 
exploiting shortages and 
fluctuations in gold and 
currency prices, with 
dozens tried and some 
executed.

“I call on the judicia-
ry... to explain billion-dol-
lar corruption cases to 
the people,” Rouhani said 
during his speech in Yazd.

“Where has the mon-
ey gone?”

He pointed to a “ 2.7 
billion case” whose sus-
pect has been “arrested, 
sentenced to die and is 
now in prison” -- but in 
which the money is yet to 
be recovered.

He appeared to be 
referring to business 
magnate Babak Morteza 
Zanjani, on death row 
after being convicted in 
2016 of embezzling 2.7 
billion while helping the 
government circumvent 
international sanctions.

No claimants for dormant Swiss accounts 
of Indians; some may get liquidated soon
New Delhi/Zurich, 
Nov 10 (PTI): No claim-
ants have come forward 
for about a dozen dor-
mant Swiss bank ac-
counts linked to Indians, 
leaving the funds lying in 
these accounts at the risk 
of getting transferred to 
the Switzerland govern-
ment.

The Swiss govern-
ment began making de-
tails of dormant accounts 
public in 2015 to allow 
their claimants submit 
necessary proof to get 
access to those funds, 
which included at least 
10 accounts linked to In-
dians.

These included some 
accounts linked to Indian 
residents and nationals 
from the British rule era, 
but ironically not a single 
dormant account linked 
to an Indian has been 
successfully claimed in 
the last six years, as per 
the records available 
with the Swiss authori-
ties.

The claim period for 
some of these accounts 
would expire next month, 
while a few others can 
still be claimed till the 
end of 2020.

Incidentally, some of 
the accounts linked to 
Pakistan residents have 
have been claimed since 
then, as is the case with 
several other accounts 
linked to residents from 
other countries including 
Switzerland itself.

The list included 
close to 2,600 dormant 
accounts when it was 
first made public in De-
cember 2015, which 
had around 45 million 
Swiss francs (over Rs 300 
crore) lying unclaimed 
since at least 1955. 
There were also nearly 
80 safety unclaimed de-
posit boxes when the list 
was first made public for 
claims from the real own-
ers or their heirs.

More accounts are 
being added every year 
since then after they be-
come dormant under 
the Swiss banking laws 

and the list now includes 
nearly 3,500 accounts.

While Swiss bank ac-
counts have been a mat-
ter of heated political de-
bate for many years in In-
dia due to suspicion that 
they were being used to 
hoard alleged black mon-
ey, it has also been sus-
pected that people linked 
to the erstwhile princely 
states had stashed some 
funds in banks in Swit-
zerland.

Under global pres-
sure over recent years, 
Switzerland has opened 
its banking system for 
regulatory scrutiny from 
abroad and it has also en-
tered into pacts for auto-
matic exchange of infor-
mation on financial mat-
ters with a large number 
of countries, including 
India.

The first batch of 
details about accounts 
held by Indians in Swit-
zerland-based financial 
institutions was given to 
India recently under this 
automatic information 
exchange information 
and the next such exer-
cise would take place in 
September 2020.

In the meantime, the 
claims for dormant ac-
counts are being man-
aged by the Swiss Bank-
ing Ombudsman under 
cooperation from the 
Swiss Bankers Associa-
tion.

As per the details 
available with the om-
budsman, the dormant 
accounts linked to Indi-
ans that are waiting for 
their claimants include 
those included to at least 
two persons from the 
erstwhile Calcutta (now 
known as Kolkata), one 
from Dehradun, two 
from erstwhile Bombay 
(now known as Mum-
bai) and also some Indi-
an settled in France and 
the UK.

The claim period for 
two such accounts -- 
which are in the names 
of Leila Talukdar and 
Prmatha N Talukdar -- 
would end next month 

on November 15, while 
the assets can be claimed 
till December this year 
for accounts in the names 
of Chandralata Pranlal 
Patel, Mohan Lal and 
Kishore Lall.

In case of two Bom-
bay-residents -- Rosma-
rie Bernet and Pierre 
Vachek -- the claim pe-
riod would expire next 
year in December 2020, 
while similar is the case 
for the account of Chan-
dra Bahadur Singh from 
Dehradun and Yogesch 
Prabhudas Suchah, 
whose last recorded resi-
dence was in London.

Under the Swiss 
laws, a bank account is 
declared dormant after 
there is no customer con-
tact for 60 years ago and 
details are made public 
for inviting claims for all 
such accounts having at 
least 500 Swiss francs or 
assets of unknown value.

These assets will be 
liquidated and trans-
ferred to the Swiss feder-
al government if no ben-
eficiary has submitted a 
justified request within a 
given time-frame and the 
same procedure applies 
to safe deposit boxes 
with a value of more than 
CHF 500 or unknown val-
ue.

Generally, the dead-
line for submitting re-
quests is one year from 
the date of such dormant 
accounts being made 
public, but a larger time-
frame of five years has 
been given for accounts 
that had the last custom-
er contact in 1954 or ear-
lier.

The claims can be 
submitted by the original 
account owner as also by 
his or her legal heir.

If no requests is re-
ceived within the dead-
line, or if the bank finds 
the claims unjustified, 
the bank needs to hand 
over the assets to the 
Federal Finance Admin-
istration of Switzerland, 
thus making all rights of 
former customers null 
and void.

Internet services suspended in 4 MP districts
Bhopal, Nov 10 (PTI): 
Internet services in 
four districts in Madhya 
Pradesh’s Bundelkhand 
region were suspended 
from midnight on Sun-
day after people there 
wanted to take out pro-
cessions to mark Eid-e-
Milad-un-Nabi despite a 
ban by authorities, police 
said.

Eid-e-Milad-un-Nabi, 
the birthday of Prophet 
Mohammed, is being cel-
ebrated across the coun-
try on Sunday.

Internet services 
would resume in a few 
hours time by midnight 
Monday, Additional Di-
rector General of Police, 
Intelligence, SW Naqvi 
told PTI.

“Internet services 
were suspended from 
midnight in Damoh, 
Panna, Chhatarpur and 
Tikamgarh districts as 
part of precautionary 
measures. There is peace 
in all the districts (since 
Saturday’s Ayodhya ver-
dict),” Naqvi said.

Permissions for all 
types of rallies and pro-
cessions till November 
30 have been denied by 
district authorities in the 
state, officials said.
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, 
criticise, run down, even appreciate 
if they like something in this paper. 
Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except 
when against people responsible in 
this newspaper (who are fair game), 
will have to be ignored. Letters which 
carry forward a conversation or initiate 
a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  Mail 
us at: news@summittimes.com

Activate Democracy
Time has come for a more participato-

ry democracy

Sikkim has been enjoying representative de-
mocracy for more than forty years now and 

it is time that this structure was strengthened 
further with a more participatory version of it. 
It is time not only because democracy has ma-
tured in the nine Assembly elections the peo-
ple have participated in as a democracy thus 
far, but also because these are now very di-
visive times of quick paranoia and disturbing 
parochialism. There are too many conflicting 
ideas being thrown around, too much reckless 
opportunism which can be addressed only if 
the people deepened their involvement in de-
mocracy. This requires for the engagement to 
continue even after they have cast their votes. 
But what is participatory democracy all about? 

Essentially, it involves noticing, informing, 
discussing and listening. 

These are actually prerequisites of a de-
mocracy, but the people tend to end their 
participation with the ballot, rather the EVM 
nowadays. While elected representatives are 
fine to deliver governance, when tricky is-
sues need to be resolved, the people have to 
increase their involvement, participate more, 
demand it even. It is however not easy for the 
people to set up such engagements on their 
own. This is where the role of the elected rep-
resentatives becomes more important. They 
have to initiate the process of participatory 
democracy. It serves their purpose also be-
cause then they can truly understand the as-
pirations of the people and act accordingly. By 
doing so they not only serve the people well, 
but also secure their own political futures by 
helping reinforce consensus. This task is not 
easy though. The public does not and will not 
speak in one voice, but with many voices, mak-
ing different demands, even impossible ones. 
Within any area there are many communities 
and with every issue, there are many lines of 
conflict. What the mediator has to look for is 
the other common factor – the lines of coop-
eration and begin the process from there. The 
development of participatory democracy, if 
successful, would extend the range of voices 
beyond those normally heard.

The importance of discussion in a partic-
ipatory democracy is to establish awareness 
of different positions, to test them against 
other, much wider concerns and to see wheth-
er, through discussion, new positions can be 
reached which can reconcile differences, or at 
least explore how far they can be reconciled. 
It is the responsibility of elected representa-
tives to aid that process and in the end, if re-
quired, balance, mediate and judge the differ-
ing views.

The process, however, has to be consis-
tent because no matter how pressing the is-
sue, the people cannot be expected to sustain 
a continuing involvement. They should be 
called in for a limited period for a particular 
commitment and made to hear the issues in 
depth, given an opportunity to question and 
challenge and then asked to give their views. 
Ideally, this process is safest in the hands of a 
civil society, but we have none in Sikkim. The 
process of mediation and initiation will have 
to be started by the elected representatives 
at their respective levels. One hopes that they 
stand up to the calling. 

The forgotten mass destruction of 
Jewish homes during ‘Kristallnacht’
Wolf Gruner
theconversation.com

Every November, communities 
around the world hold remem-

brances on the anniversary of the Na-
zis’ brutal assault on the Jews during 
“Kristallnacht.”
Also known as “the Night of Broken 
Glass,” it’s one of the most closely 
scrutinized events in the history of 
Nazi Germany. Dozens of books have 
been published about the hours be-
tween Nov. 9 and 10, 1938, when 
Adolf Hitler and his propaganda min-
ister, Joseph Goebbels, decided to 
unleash violence against Jews across 
Germany and the annexed territo-
ry of Austria with the aim of driving 
them out of the Third Reich.

Most accounts tend to emphasize 
the attacks on synagogues and shops, 
along with the mass arrests of 30,000 
men. A few note the destruction of 
Jewish schools and cemeteries.

Attacks on Jewish homes, howev-
er, are barely mentioned.

It’s an aspect of the story that has 
rarely been researched and written 
about – until now.

A PATTERN EMERGES IN SURVI-
VOR ACCOUNTS

In 2008, when I arrived at the Uni-
versity of Southern California from 
Germany, I had been researching Nazi 
persecution of the German Jews for 
20 years. I had published more than 
six books on the topic and thought 
I knew just about everything there 
was to know about Kristallnacht.

The university happened to be the 
new home of the Shoah Foundation 
and its Visual History Archive, which 
today includes over 55,000 survi-
vor testimonies. When I started to 
watch interviews with German-Jew-
ish survivors of the Holocaust, I was 
surprised to hear many of them talk 
about the destruction of their homes 
during Kristallnacht.

Details from their recollections 
sounded eerily similar: When Nazi 
paramilitary troops broke the doors 
of their homes, it sounded as though 
a bomb had gone off; then the men 
cut into the featherbeds, hacked the 
furniture into pieces and smashed 
everything inside.

Yet none of these stories ap-
peared in traditional accounts of 
Kristallnacht.

I was perplexed by this discon-
nect. Some years later, I found a 
document from Schneidemühl, a 
small district in the East of Germa-
ny, that listed the destruction of a 
dozen synagogues, over 60 shops – 
and 231 homes.

These surprising numbers 
piqued my interest further. After 
digging into unpublished and pub-
lished materials, I unearthed an 
abundance of evidence in adminis-
trative reports, diaries, letters and 
postwar testimonies.

A fuller picture of the brutal 
destruction of Jewish homes and 
apartments soon emerged.

For example, a Jewish merchant 
named Martin Fröhlich wrote to 
his daughter that when he arrived 
home the afternoon of that fateful 
November day, he noticed his door 
had been broken down. A tipped-
over wardrobe blocked the entrance. 
Inside, everything had been hacked 
into pieces with axes: glass, china, 
clocks, the piano, furniture, chairs, 
lamps and paintings. Realizing that 
his home was now uninhabitable, he 
broke down and – as he confessed 
in the letter – started sobbing like a 
child.

A SYSTEMATIC CAMPAIGN OF 
DESTRUCTION

The more I discovered, the more 
astonished I was by the scale and in-
tensity of the attacks.

Using address lists provided by ei-
ther local party officers or city officials, 
paramilitary SA and SS squads and Hit-
ler Youth, armed with axes and pistols, 
attacked apartments with Jewish ten-
ants in big cities like Berlin, as well as 
private Jewish homes in small villages. 
In Nuremberg, for example, attackers 
destroyed 236 Jewish flats. In Düssel-
dorf, over 400 were vandalized.

In the cities of Rostock and Mann-
heim, the attackers demolished virtual-
ly all Jewish apartments.

Documents point to Goebbels as 
the one who ordered the destruction 
of home furnishings. Due to the sys-
tematic nature of the attacks, the num-

ber of vandalized Jewish homes across 
Greater Germany must have been in 
the thousands, if not tens of thousands.

Then there are devastating details 
about the intensity of the destruction 
that emerge from letters and testimo-
nies from postwar trials.

In Euskirchen, a house was burned 
to the ground.

In the village of Kamp, near the 
Rhineland town of Boppard, at-
tackers broke into the house of the 
Kaufmann family, destroyed furni-
ture and lamps, ripped out stove 
pipes, and broke doors and walls. 
When parts of the ceiling collapsed, 
the family escaped to a nearby mon-
astery.

In the small town of Großauheim, 
located in the state of Hesse, troops 
used sledgehammers to destroy 
everything in two Jewish homes, 
including lamps, radios, clocks and 
furniture. Even after the war, shards 
of glass and china were found im-
pressed in the wooden floor.

‘EVERYTHING RAVAGED AND 
SHATTERED’

The documents I found and in-
terviews I listened to revealed how 
sexual abuse, beatings and murder 
were commonplace. Much of it hap-
pened during the home intrusions.

In Linz, two SA men sexually 
assaulted a Jewish woman. In Bre-
men, the SA shot and killed Selma 
Zwienicki in her own bedroom. In 
Cologne, as Moritz Spiro tried to 
stop two men from destroying his fur-
niture, one of the intruders beat him 
and fractured his skull. Spiro died 
days later in the Jewish hospital.

In a letter dated Nov. 20, 1938, a 
Viennese woman described her fami-
ly’s injuries to a relative:

“You can’t imagine, how it looked 
like at home. Papa with a head inju-
ry, bandaged, I with severe attacks 
in bed, everything ravaged and shat-
tered… When the doctor arrived to 
patch up Papa, Herta and Rosa, who 
all bled horribly from their heads, 
we could not even provide him with 
a towel.”

The brutality of the attacks didn’t 
go unnoticed. On Nov. 15, the U.S. 
consul general in Stuttgart, Samuel 

Honaker, wrote to his ambassador in 
Berlin:

“Of all the places in this section of 
Germany, the Jews in Rastatt, which is 
situated near Baden-Baden, have ap-
parently been subjected to the most 
ruthless treatment. Many Jews in this 
section were cruelly attacked and 
beaten and the furnishings of their 
homes almost totally destroyed.”

These findings make clear: The 
demolition of Jewish homes was an 
overlooked aspect of the November 
1938 pogrom.

Why did it stay in the shadows for 
so long?

In the immediate aftermath of 
Kristallnacht, most newspaper arti-
cles and photographs of the violent 
event exclusively focused on the de-
stroyed synagogues and stores – se-
lective coverage that probably influ-
enced our understanding.

Yet, it was the destruction of the 
home – the last refuge for the German 
Jewish families who found them-
selves facing heightened public dis-
crimination in the years leading up 
to the pogrom – that likely extracted 
the greatest toll on the Jewish pop-
ulation. The brutal attacks rendered 
thousands homeless and hundreds 
beaten, sexually assaulted or mur-
dered.

The brutal assaults also likely 
played a big role in the spate of Jew-
ish suicides that took place in the 
days and weeks after Kristallnacht, 
along with the decision that tens of 
thousands of Jews made to flee Nazi 
Germany.

While this story speaks to de-
cades of scholarly neglect, it is, at the 
same time, a testament to the power 
of survivor accounts, which continue 
to change the way we understand the 
Holocaust.

[the writer is Shapell-Guerin Chair 
in Jewish Studies and Professor of 

History; Founding Director, USC Sho-
ah Foundation Center for Advanced 

Genocide Research, University of 
Southern California – Dornsife Col-

lege of Letters, Arts and Sciences]

Why the UN’s financial crisis will 
hurt Africans more than anyone else

Gary Wilson
theconversation.com

The United Nations might run out of cash to 
meet its commitments by November. The or-

ganisation is facing a US$1.7 billion shortfall be-
cause a third of its member states are in arrears 
with their annual contributions to the UN budget.

As a consequence, it has been unable to fill 
some of its vacant positions. It faces the prospect 
of having to make cuts to its expenditure and scale 
back on the activities it is currently involved in.

These financial problems are not new. The 
challenge of adequately funding the UN has 
been a long-running saga which can be traced 
back to its early years. The term ‘financial cri-
sis’ has been applied to the UN in discussions 
dating back to the 1960s.

But the financial crisis became particularly 
dire in the 1990s. This period coincided with 
a huge expansion in UN peacekeeping activi-
ties, necessitated by the explosion of internal 
conflicts around the world at that time. The 
activities were made possible by a new-found 
cooperation between the major powers. This 
saw a decline in their use of vetoes within the 
Security Council. The increase in peacekeep-
ing placed greater financial strain on the UN.

Its debts reached US$2.3 billion as Ameri-
ca’s arrears mounted. At the time, the United 
States (US) was the biggest budget contribu-
tor to the UN despite the fact that its contri-
bution was a tiny share of its federal domes-
tic spending. While the situation improved 
somewhat into the millennium, the financial 
well-being of the organisation has remained 
heavily contingent upon the US’ compliance 
with its budgetary obligations.

The US has remained the biggest contrib-
utor to the UN, currently carrying 22% of the 
general budget, and has continuously sought 
to use that as leverage to extract concessions 
from the world body. It has managed to nego-
tiate a reduction in its contribution, while at 
the same time pushing for efficiency reforms 
and cost-cutting measures within the organi-
sation.

As the years have gone by, a situation where 
a significant number of member states are in 
arrears with their assessed contributions to 

the UN budget has become the norm rather 
than an exception. This is despite the fact that 
the vast majority of members individually 
contribute less than 1% of the total budget. 
The UN budget is set by the General Assembly, 
which is also responsible for determining the 
proportion of the burden to be borne by each 
member state. These assessments take into 
account the economic capacity of every state.

While most states may pay up on time, if 
the US is not fully paid up the effects can be 
catastrophic because most of the deficit can 
be attributed to it defaulting. Various critical 
programmes have been axed or reduced due 
to these financial constraints, most recently 
the UN’s humanitarian programmes in Yemen.

MONEY FOR PEACEKEEPING
The UN has a separate peacekeeping bud-

get in addition to its operational costs. The US 
contributes an even larger share to that kitty 
(28%).

So, understanding the UN’s financial woes 
requires an appreciation of the strain which 
peacekeeping places on its overall budget, 
and the unique ability of the US to influence 
the world body’s capacity to function.

Peacekeeping represents the UN’s biggest 
cost, as well as being its most prominent and 
robust activity within the peace and security 
arena. The current peacekeeping budget is 
US$6.5 billion a year, about US$1 billion more 
than the UN’s overall costs.

The effects of a significant shortfall in 
funding for peacekeeping should be of great 
concern. To undermine peacekeeping is to un-
dermine the preservation of peace itself, par-
ticularly in light of the UN’s increased role in 
protecting civilians against the worst effects 
of conflict.

Cuts to peacekeeping will likely prove 
more harmful to the African continent than 
any other single region. Large budgetary cuts 
during 2017 fell heavily on the operations 
deployed within Darfur, with other African 
missions also affected. The UN has 13 active 
peacekeeping operations and seven of these 
are in Africa. African nations provide nearly 
half of the peacekeepers deployed worldwide, 

including almost two thirds of all women 
peacekeepers, and the majority of UN police 
officers.

Current operations are deployed in West-
ern Sahara, Darfur, Abyei, South Sudan, the 
Central African Republic, Mali, and DR Congo. 
With the exception of the mission in West-
ern Sahara, these are all sizeable operations 
consisting of thousands of personnel. Indeed, 
a majority comprise between 15 000 and 20 
000 personnel, underlining the huge contri-
bution to the promotion of peace and security 
in the region. Most of these operations have 
been deployed for several years.

WHAT NEXT?
The current UN financial crisis can be miti-

gated if member states pay their dues but it is 
difficult to imagine it disappearing completely. 
There will always be a danger that shortfalls 
in funding will compromise some of its most 
important activities. For that reason, regional 
bodies would be well advised to continue to de-
velop their own capacities to act in response to 
crises which arise within their regions.

African states, through the African Union 
and regional bodies like the Economic Commu-
nity of West African States, have made great ef-
forts to strengthen the capacity of local actors 
to tackle problems arising close to home. Given 
the uncertain state of UN finances moving for-
ward, this can only be a good thing.

While the UN has been forever plagued by fi-
nancial problems, the fact remains that it needs 
to be placed on a sounder footing if it is to prop-
erly discharge its responsibilities. Its remit to 
maintain or restore international peace and se-
curity essentially means that its financial needs 
are endless.

There is always something more it can do, 
another initiative it can launch to address this 
or that problem. While there is some scope to 
trim some of its expensive bureaucratic activ-
ities, these are relatively low cost already. 
Therefore, member states, and the US in 
particular, must commit to supporting its 
budget.

[the writer is Senior Lecturer in Law, 
Liverpool John Moores University]
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Cyclone ‘Bulbul’ disrupts normal life in Bengal; 4 killed

Kolkata, Nov 10 (PTI): 
Cyclone ‘Bulbul’, which 
made landfall between 
Bengal and Bangladesh 
coasts, brought in its 
wake heavy rain coupled 
with strong winds till 
early Sunday, affecting 
normal life in several 
parts of the city and the 
coastal districts of the 
state.

At least four people 
were killed in rain-relat-
ed incidents in Kolkata 
and North 24 Parganas 
since Saturday, accord-
ing to official reports.

An employee of a 
renowned club in the 
city was killed when a 
branch of a cedar tree 
fell on him, police said.

In Basirhat, North 24 
Parganas, three persons 
died in separate inci-
dents.

According to a senior 
police officer, Suchitra 
Mandal (70) died at Pur-
ba Makala village in the 
district when a tree fell 
on her.

Similarly, at Gokh-
na village, several tress 
were uprooted, one of 
which claimed the life of 
Reba Biswas (47).

Manirul Gazi (59) 
was the third casualty in 
the district. He was elec-
trocuted to death after 
coming in contact with 
a lamp post, the officer 
added.

Torrential rain 
lashed the metropolis 
throughout Saturday, 
forcing people to remain 
indoors. Gale wind with 
gusts up to 135 kmph 
prevailed over the coast-
al districts of South 24 
Parganas and East Mid-
napore and its adjoining 
areas in North 24 Parga-
nas as the cyclone made 
landfall around mid-
night on Saturday.

Hundreds of uproot-
ed trees blocked roads 
in parts of the city, even 
as people braved the 
weather and came out of 
their homes on Sunday.

The NDRF, along 
with the Kolkata Munic-
ipal Corporation (KMC), 
police and fire person-
nel, is working on a 
war footing to clear 
road blockades caused 
by fallen trees and 

branches.
“We have already en-

gaged workers to clear 
the roads and pump out 
water from low-lying 
areas. We are hopeful 
our work will be over 
by tonight,” said a KMC 
official.

State Disaster Man-
agement minister Javed 
Khan said all emergen-
cy services have been 
put in place to ensure 
uprooted trees are re-
moved at the earliest.

According to the 
IMD, the very severe cy-
clonic storm had weak-
ened into severe cyclon-
ic storm before making 
landfall close to Sunder-
ban Dhanchi forest.

“Yesterday’s very 
severe cyclonic storm 
‘Bulbul’ over northwest 
Bay of Bengal (BoB) 
moved northeastwards, 

weakened into a se-
vere cyclonic storm and 
crossed West Bengal 
coast close to Sunderban 
Dhanchi forest during 
8.30 to 11.30 pm with 
a maximum sustained 
wind speed of 110-120 
kmph gusting to 135 
kmph,” it said in an offi-
cial release.

The Met department 
also predicted light to 
moderate rainfall over 
the next six hours from 
12.30 pm in North and 
South 24 Parganas, East 
Midnapore and Nadia 
districts.

In a tweet, Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee 
said she would conduct 
an aerial survey of the 
affected areas around 
Namkhana and Bakkhali 
in South 24 Parganas.

“Due to the severe 
cyclonic storm ‘Bulbul’, 

I have decided to post-
pone my North Bengal 
visit in the coming week.

Instead, tomorrow I 
would take an aerial sur-
vey of the affected areas 
around Namkhana and 
Bakkhali.

“Later I would take a 
meeting at Kakdwip with 
administration to re-
view relief and rehabil-
itation measures of the 
cyclone-affected people. 
I am also planning to 
visit the cyclone-affect-
ed areas of Basirhat of 
North 24-Parganas on 
13 November, 2019,” Ba-
nerjee tweeted.

State power minis-
ter Sovandeb Chatto-
padhyay said measures 
were being taken to 
restore power supply 
in areas, where electric 
cables have been torn 
apart due to the cyclone.

Earlier in the day, 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi spoke with 
West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee 
about the situation aris-
ing out of the cylone and 
assured the state of all 
assistance to deal with 
the calamity.

“Reviewed the sit-
uation in the wake of 
cyclone conditions and 
heavy rain in parts 
of Eastern India,” the 
prime minister wrote on 
Twitter.

Think deep, write simple is my mantra: Irshad Kamil
Manik Gupta
Bhopal, Nov 10 (PTI): 
Rockstar’s soulful ‘Kun 
Faya Kun’, Tamasha’s 
breezy ‘Safarnama’ or 
the recent smashing hit 
‘Bekhyali’, the new love-
sick youth anthem from 
Kabir Singh, it is poet and 
lyricist Irshad Kamil’s 
mantra of “deep thoughts 
and simple words” that 
makes his songs stick 
with the audience.

“Main halke mein 
baat karta hoon, par hal-
ki baat nahi karta hai (I 
speak casually but I don’t 
speak cheap words). My 
intention is always to try 
and write deep thoughts 
in simple words.

Speaking at the side-
lines of the inaugural 
edition of Tagore Inter-
national Literature and 
Arts festival, “Vishwa 
Rang” at Minto Hall here, 
Kamil said that he writes 
to communicate what the 
character feels.

“So you would notice 
that I have never used 
big words when it is not 
required. See, I am not 

writing to boast about 
my knowledge of the 
language, I am writing 
to communicate a point 
which the character 
feels... and making that 
thought reach across to 
my audience is my only 
priority,” Kamil told PTI.

While having a 
fan-following pan-India 
and pan-categories -- 
youth or elderly, classy 
or massy-- Kamil is clear 
in head that he mainly 
writes for youth who he 
said reciprocates and re-
lates with his songs like 
no one else.

“You write a song and 
next you know there are 
letters and feedback by 
them in hundreds and 
thousands. Like I re-
cently wrote ‘Bekhy-
ali’ and found that 
the whole nation was 
singing Bekhyali only.

“I guess they feel 
that this is the person 
who talks about us 
and that he is giving 
words to what even 
they have been think-
ing in their heads for 

some time now,” said 
the lyricist, whose up-
coming works include 
Imtiaz Ali’s “Aaj Kal” and 
Vidhu Vinod Chopra;s 
Shikara: Love Stories 
from Kahmir”.

Not of the opinion 
that any Indian language 
-- Urdu as well as region-
al languages -- is dying a 
slow death, he said litera-
ture festivals like ‘Vishwa 
Rang’ along with ‘Jashn-
E-Rekhta’, Jashn-E-Adab’ 
and Lucknow Literature 
festival are examples that 
all Indian languages are 
here to stay.

“In more than 90 per 
cent of households in In-
dia, people don’t speak 
English but Hindi, Urdu 
or other regional lan-
guages. Also, a host 
of publishing compa-
nies who are coming 
from foreign coun-
tries are not coming 
to India to publish 
Indian English writ-
ers. They are com-
ing to publish Hindi, 
Urdu and other Indi-
an language writers.

“Now why would they 
take all this trouble if it is 
not minting them mon-
ey, and people are not 
reading and liking works 
coming out of Indian 
vernacular languages,” 
asked Kamil, whose last 
book was “Kaali Aurat Ka 
Khawab”.

The 48-year-old poet 
also dismissed the argu-
ment that there is an im-
minent dip in the graph 
of lovers of poetry in In-
dia and in fact went on to 
blame the poets for not 
doing enough to reach 
out to their audiences.

“Mohabbat kabhi 
ek tarfa nahi hoti hai, 
dono taraf aag barabar 
lagi wali mohabbat ka hi 
mazza hai (Love is nev-
er one-sided, it has to be 
a mutual thing to make 
for a love-story). The 
poets who say that their 
work is not reaching out 
to their target audience, 
should come out and 
work for it to make it 
happen,” he said.

He had come to the 
festival to perform with 

his brain-child band, ‘Ink 
Band’, touted as India’s 
first “poetry band”.

He said unlike Rock 
and Hip-hop bands 
where there is a lot of 
“head banging and vig-
orous guitar strumming”, 
his band is one where 
“words and poetry” takes 
over the driving seat 
from music.

The aim of his band is 
to connect his “audience 
with themselves” rather 
than the outside world, 
and with that give them 
the “high”, one that stays 
with them for a longer 
period than what they 
get from a performance 
by other regular conven-
tional bands, he added.

Featuring over 500 
national and internation-
al authors and artists, 
the four-day festival, or-
ganized by the Tagore 
International Center for 
Arts and Culture, aims 
to promote literature in 
Hindi and other Indian 
languages.

The event will come 
to an end on Sunday.

Ayodhya verdict to give BJP political heft in Bengal
Pradipta Tapadar
Kolkata, Nov 10 (PTI): 
On the back foot since 
the NRC in Assam left 
out over 12 lakh Hindus, 
mostly Bengalis, the Su-
preme Court verdict on 
Ayodhya land dispute 
has provided the BJP in 
West Bengal fresh am-
munition to polarise the 
state’s electorate ahead 
of the crucial 2021 as-
sembly polls.

The apex court on 
Saturday cleared the 
way for construction of 
a Ram temple at the dis-
puted site in Ayodhya, 
and directed the Centre 
to allot a 5-acre plot to 
Sunni Waqf Board for 
building a mosque.

The BJP which 
stormed into Mamata 
Banerjee’s fortress ear-
lier this year by bagging 
18 of the 42 Lok Sabha 
seats --- riding on issues 
of TMC’s alleged parti-
san approach and the 
promise to filter out ille-
gal immigrants --- faced 
immense flak when the 

final NRC in Assam left 
out Bengali Hindus in 
large numbers.

Shortly after, pan-
ic gripped people in 
Bengal, with the Baner-
jee-led Trinamool Con-
gress (TMC) employing 
the “anti-Bengali” rhet-
oric against the BJP and 
tilting the scales in its 
favour to an extent.

At least 11 people 
reportedly died or com-
mitted suicide in the state 
due to fear of exclusion 
from the National Reg-
ister of Citizens (NRC) 
-- a document containing 
names of genuine Indi-
ans.

With Saturday’s apex 
court verdict, however, 
the Bengal BJP hopes to 
consolidate Hindu votes 
before the 2021 assembly 
elections.

According to state BJP 
sources, it was the Ram 
Mandir issue in early 
nineties that had helped 
the saffron party, for the 
first time in Bengal, to bag 
around 16 per cent votes.

“During the nineties, 
we failed to keep up the 
momentum and vote 
share dropped to 4-5 per 
cent. But now the politi-
cal ground is fertile for us, 
having bagged 18 seats 
and 40.5 per cent votes 
in Lok Sabha polls. The 
Ayodhya issue will fur-
ther strengthen our mass 
base,” a senior state BJP 
functionary told PTI on 
the condition of ano-
nymity.

Pointing out that the 
promise of Ram Mandir 
was the only constant 
in BJP’s manifesto from 
1996 to 2019, another 
state leader said the par-
ty had been committed 
to cause of Hindus and 
Hindu religion.

“After NRC was pub-
lished in Assam, some 
opposition parties like 
the TMC tried to brand 
us as ‘anti Bengali’ and 
‘anti- Hindu’. We were on 
a back foot for a while, 
but this Ayodhya case 
victory has provided us 
with much-needed am-

munition to secure votes 
in the state,” he claimed.

West Bengal BJP 
president Dilip Ghosh 
said the Sangh parivar’s 
three-decade-old fight 
for the Ayodhya site fi-
nally ended in its victory.

“We do not want to 
get into politics over 
Lord Ram.

But the fact is that 
the BJP and the Sangh 
parivar have been fight-
ing for a cause over the 
last three decades. So if 
there are brownie points 
to be made, it is quite nat-
ural that the BJP will earn 
it,” Ghosh maintained.

A section of saffron 
camp leaders felt that 
the silence of the TMC 
on the issue provided 
the party with a fresh 
opportunity to charge 
the TMC as a “pro-mus-
lim party”.

“Why is that neither 
the TMC nor Mamata 
Banerjee have said any-
thing on the matter? 
They should clear their 
stand.

Actually they are ap-
prehensive that welcom-
ing the verdict might 
anger their Muslim vote 
bank -- their mainstay,” 
state BJP general sec-
retary Sayantan Basu 
claimed.

The apex court judg-
ment on Ayodhya’s dis-
puted site brought back 
memories of the de-
cades-old Ram Janmab-
hoomi movement which 
propelled the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) from 
the fringes of national 
politics to becoming a 
dominant political force 
as it used the deeply 
emotive issue to mobil-
ise Hindus.

Struggling to find a 
space in the country’s 
politics, dominated by 
secular parties, the BJP 
under LK Advani hitched 
its bandwagon to the tem-
ple cause in its Palampur 
resolution in 1989, giving 
a defining Hindutva edge 
to its politics which until 
then had lacked a popular 
cause celebre. 

Guv hails WB 
govt, central 
agencies 
for cyclone 
preparedness
Kolkata, Nov 10 (PTI): 
West Bengal Governor 
Jagdeep Dhankhar on 
Sunday hailed the “di-
rectional” efforts of the 
state government and 
other central agencies to 
minimise the impact of 
cyclone ‘Bulbul’.

Dhankhar also lauded 
the India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) for 
its timely forecast of the 
severe cyclonic storm, 
which barrelled through 
the coastal districts of 
West Bengal on Saturday 
evening.

“The directional ef-
forts of the state govern-
ment, its agencies as also 
central outfits National 
Disaster Response Force, 
National Disaster Man-
agement Authority, Coast 
Guard, Navy and others 
have minimised the dam-
age due to ‘Bulbul’...” the 
governor was quoted as 
saying in a Raj Bhavan 
release.

“I would seek to con-
nect with the Hon’ble’ 
Chief Minister (Mamata 
Banerjee), who has been 
keeping a diligent watch, 
after she made aerial 
survey of the affected 
areas around Namkhana 
and Bakkhali as project-
ed in media,” it added.

Banerjee had said in 
a tweet that she would 
conduct an aerial survey 
of the two affected coast-
al areas in South 24 Par-
ganas on Tuesday.

Appreciating the 
efforts of the weather-
man that contributed to 
the preparedness of the 
agencies, Dhankhar said 
the “accurate and timely 
prediction by IMD is in-
dicative of the scientif-
ic skills the nation now 
possesses”.

The governor also 
urged NGOs to come for-
ward and assist in the 
relief and rehabilita-
tion measures.

In a an earlier 
tweet, Dhankhar said 
while in all the coast-
al districts, the Indian 
Navy, West Bengal Po-
lice and Coast Guard 
have been monitoring 
the situation and the 
state has taken mea-
sures, “there has been 
suffering”.

Cyclone ‘Bulbul’ has 
claimed at least seven 
lives in different parts of 
West Bengal, official re-
ports said on Sunday.

Never talked of quitting 
Grand Alliance, says Manjhi
Patna, Nov 10 (PTI): 
Hindustani Awam Morcha 
(Secular) National Presi-
dent Jitan Ram Manjhi on 
Sunday asserted that he 
never said his party would 
pull out of the five-party 
Grand Alliance in Bihar.

The former Bihar chief 
minister, however, said that 
a coordination committee 
should be formed for tak-
ing decisions regarding 
the Grand Alliance and for 
better coordination among 
its partners RJD, Congress, 
RLSP, HAM(S) and Vikass-
heel Insan Party (VIP).

Speaking to reporters 
after HAM(S) youth wing 
meeting convened at his 
residence here, Manjhi 
said, “I never said my party 
will come out of the Grand 
Alliance... I will remain in 
it... Though, I firmly spoke 
about the formation of a 
coordination committee 
for taking decisions of the 
alliance.”

Manjhi had on Novem-
ber 7 announced at the 
national executive meeting 
of HAM(S) that his party 
would go it alone in the 
upcoming Jharkhand As-
sembly elections, where it 
has not contested any poll 
so far.

He also announced 
that his party will field 
candidates in all the 243 
Assembly segments of Bi-
har during Vidhan Sabha 
elections next year, giving 
rise to speculations that 
the Dalit leader may quit 

the Grand Alliance.
“I had joined the Grand 

Alliance on the condition 
that there will be a coor-
dination committee and 
every decision of alliance 
will be taken through the 
committee alone,” he told 
reporters on Sunday.

When pointed out that 
RJD heir apparent Tejash-
wi Prasad Yadav had said 
that Manjhi had made up 
his mind to quit the alli-
ance, the HAM(S) supremo 
refused to comment on it.

Asked whether he 
would suggest Tejashwi 
Yadav for constituting the 
coordination committee, 
Manjhi said he had spoken 
to both Tejashwi and his 
father Lalu Prasad Yadav 
about it on several occa-
sions.

“If they (Grand Alliance 
leaders) think that Jitan 
Ram Manjhi has no role to 
play in the alliance, then it 
is alright. I will remain in 
the alliance and continue 
politics,” he said.

Manjhi asserted that if 
the alliance wants to de-
feat the NDA, then it has to 
be strengthened for which 
a coordination committee 
is a must.

“We can fight Nitish 
Kumar and defeat the NDA 
only through the coordi-
nation committee. But, if 
any party leader shows 
reluctance in forming such 
committee, then I will con-
sider him as a supporter of 
NDA,” he said.

Northeast region land of 
unexplored potential: Singh

New Delhi, Nov 10 (PTI): 
Union Minister Jitendra 
Singh on Sunday de-
scribed the northeast-
ern region as a land of 
unexplored potential 
and unsaturated ave-
nues, which has some-
thing to offer to every 
start-up.

He also said there 
has been a constant 
effort by the Narendra 
Modi government in the 
last five years to bring 
the rest of India closer 
to the northeastern re-
gion so that all states 
get to know what all the 
area has to offer.

“The northeast is a 
land of unexplored po-
tentials and unsaturated 
avenues,” the Union Min-
ister for Development of 
the North Eastern Re-
gion (DoNER) said.

Singh said the im-
portance of the north-

eastern region is that, 
as of today, it has some-
thing to offer to every 
young start-up.

On the sidelines of an 
event which showcased 
the region’s art, culture, 
dress and cuisine, the 
Union minister said the 
response to the three-
day event has been good.

Singh said he was 
keenly observing as to 
how many visitors to the 
event are from among 
those who belong to Del-
hi or other parts of India 
besides the northeast.

The minister said 
that he was delighted 
to note that all stalls 
and sections at the ven-
ue were thronged by 
crowds of people, mostly 
youngsters, belonging to 
different parts of India 
including Delhi, Guja-
rat, Maharashtra, Tamil 
Nadu and even NRIs.
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Messi’s dead-ball hat-trick puts Barca back on top
Madrid, Nov 10 (AFP): 
Lionel Messi delivered 
an incredible dead-ball 
hat-trick to steer Barce-
lona to a 4-1 victory over 
Celta Vigo and ease the 
pressure on his coach Er-
nesto Valverde.

Messi scored with a 
penalty and then a pair 
of sumptuous free-kicks 
either side of half-time 
after Lucas Olaza had 
briefly pulled Celta lev-
el with a free-kick of his 
own at Camp Nou on Sat-
urday. Sergio Busquets 
drove home to make sure 
of the win late on.

A 34th treble in La 
Liga puts Messi equal 
with Cristiano Ronaldo, 
while a much-needed 
win sends Barca above 
Real Madrid on goal dif-
ference and back to the 
top of the table at the end 
of a testing week.

“It is impossible not 
to depend on Messi, he 
illuminates everything,” 
said Valverde.

“We depend on him 
like any team would 
depend on him. He un-
locked the game.”

Madrid had briefly 
claimed first place after 
continuing their own 
goal-surge by hammer-
ing Eibar 4-0, a game in 
which Karim Benzema 
scored twice and Eden 
Hazard exploded into 
life.

But while Madrid ap-
pear to be hitting their 
stride, Barcelona’s mo-
mentum had stalled. Af-
ter losing to Levante and 
failing to break down 
Slavia Prague in the 
Champions League, scru-
tiny had again turned on 
Valverde and his future 
as Barcelona coach.

Barcelona’s disgrun-
tled fans had whistled 
their team against Slavia 
in midweek and when 
Olaza equalised for Cel-
ta, that tension and rest-
lessness threatened to 
return.

Instead, Messi took 
command, this hat-trick 
taking his tally to nine 
goals in seven games, 
612 in total for his club.

“Obviously when it’s 
tight we have the ad-
vantage of having the 

best player in the world 
and the best free-kick 
taker in the world,” said 
Busquets.

Yet his precision from 
free-kicks is a skill the 
32-year-old has worked 
on and improved in re-
cent years, his conver-
sion rate currently at 
four goals from his last 
seven attempts in the 
league.

The last time a player 
scored a hat-trick from 
set-pieces in La Liga 
was when Messi himself 
achieved the same feat in 
2012 against Espanyol, 
albeit with two penalties 
and one free-kick.

There was good news 
for Barcelona too in the 
return of Luis Suarez, 
who came off the bench 
after recovering from a 

calf strain.
Messi scored his pen-

alty in the 23rd minute 
after Joseph Aidoo had 
blocked Nelson Semedo’s 
cross with his hand.

It was Messi that 
conceded the foul for 
Olaza’s curling free-kick 
that was well-hit enough 
to beat Marc-Andre ter 
Stegen, even if the goal-
keeper might have been 

disappointed not to be 
able to get across.

There was little Cel-
ta keeper Ruben Blanco 
could do about Messi’s 
efforts, the first in stop-
page time before the 
interval and the second 
three minutes after the 
restart.

They were almost 
carbon copies of each 
other, bending over the 

wall and nestling in the 
top right-hand corner.

Celta, under their 
new coach Oscar Garcia, 
never looked like mount-
ing a comeback and 
Busquets put the result 
beyond doubt with a low 
shot five minutes from 
the finish.

Real’s players might 
have been watching on 
their way home from Ip-
urua, where they went 
three up inside 29 min-
utes, Sergio Ramos scor-
ing a penalty between 
two Benzema strikes, the 
second also a spot-kick 
after Ramos delegated 
to his teammate. Fede 
Valverde added a fourth 
in the second half.

Benzema’s dou-
ble takes him to 157 
goals for Real Madrid, 
above Ferenc Puskas 
into sixth in the club’s 
all-time list, but his 
excellent display was 
trumped by a creative 
masterclass from Haz-
ard.

“His first half was 
very impressive,” said 
coach Zinedine Zidane.

“We are happy and he 
will be a huge player for 
Madrid, for sure.”

- HAZARD’S VINTAGE 
PERFORMANCE - 

Benzema latched 
onto Hazard’s pass in 
the 17th minute and af-
ter Valverde and Luka 
Modric missed, the 
ball spilled back to the 
Frenchman, who found 
the corner from an acute 
angle.

Three minutes later 
it was two, Hazard the 
creator again, his feet too 
quick for Pablo De Blasis, 
who caught his oppo-
nent’s right leg. Ramos 
slid the penalty home.

Hazard sparkled, 
with a brilliant nutmeg, 
a ‘rabona’ cross and too 
many glides past defend-
ers to count.

Ramos passed on the 
second Madrid penal-
ty, awarded for a foul 
on Lucas Vazquez, 
to allow Benzema to 
make it three before 
Valverde had added 
a fourth, cracking in 
Modric’s pass for his 
first goal in La Liga.

Australian boxer Ritchie dies in sparring accident
Sydney, Nov 10 (AFP): 
Australia’s boxing com-
munity was in shock Sun-
day after middleweight 
Dwight Ritchie collapsed 
and died aged just 27, re-
portedly while sparring.

Sydney’s Daily Tele-
graph said he took a body 
shot on Saturday, walked 
back to his corner and 
collapsed. He could not 
be revived.

It said he was spar-
ring in Melbourne with 
Michael Zerefa, who is 
preparing for a rematch 
with Jeff Horn, a for-
mer WBO welterweight 
champion.

Ritchie’s promoter 
Jake Ellis confirmed the 
news on Facebook.

“It is with great sad-
ness and shock to an-
nounce that the fighting 
cowboy Dwight Ritchie 
sadly passed away today 
doing what he loved,” he 

said.
“As Dwight’s pro-

moter and friend it’s un-
bearable to accept the 
tragic news that’s just 
surfaced.” Richie, nick-
named “The Fighting 
Cowboy”, held a 19-2 
record.

He last fought in 
August, losing to Tim 
Tszyu by a unanimous 
decision for the IBF 
Australasian super wel-
terweight title.

“I am truly saddened 

by the passing of Dwight 
Richie,” Tszyu said on 
Instagram.

“Only fighters under-
stand the bond shared 
between them, espe-
cially those who shared 
a ring together. Rest In 
Peace to a true champi-
on.”

Ritchie’s death 
comes less than a month 
after American boxer 
Patrick Day died after 
suffering a serious brain 
injury during his knock-

out defeat to Charles 
Conwell in Chicago.

He was the third 
boxer to die from injuries 
sustained in the ring this 
year.

Argentina’s Hugo 
Santillan died in July 
following a bout in San 
Nicolas, just north of 
Buenos Aires. His death 
came just two days af-
ter Russian fighter Max-
im Dadashev died from 
brain injuries sustained 
in a fight in Maryland.

England defeated but unbowed in 
front of record Wembley crowd

Sean Ingle
London, 10 Nov 
[theGuardian]: Some-
thing strange happened 
as England’s players 
trudged off the Wembley 
pitch after their worry-
ing Women’s World Cup 
hangover continued with 
a late kick in the teeth. 
The crowd rose up to 
cheer. Pretty much all 
77,768 of them – the big-
gest home attendance for 
the national team.

A 2-1 defeat to Ger-
many was not what the 
supporters – or En-
gland’s manager, Phil 
Neville – had come for. 
But this match, the Lion-
esses first at Wembley 
since 2014, was as much 
about winning hearts 
and minds. And even 
on an icebox of a day, in 
which the damp seeped 
into every bone and sin-
ew, i t  was c lear  that 
the dizzying mo-
mentum of  women’s 
footbal l  is  showing 
no sign of abating.

This attendance gal-
loped past the previous 
home record for an En-
gland team, the 45,619 
who saw them lose to 
Germany in 2014. It also 
exceeded the 70,584 who 
watched Great Britain 
beat Brazil at Wembley 
during the London 2012 
Olympics.

It is also a good deal 
more than the England 
men are likely to attract 
against Montenegro on 
Wednesday – although 
the comparison is not 
entirely fair given that 
tickets for the Lionesses 
were £10-£15 for adults, 
and a quid for kids, com-
pared with between £20 
and £100 for the men.

But make no bones 

about it: this was anoth-
er sign that the wom-
en’s game is on the right 
track, and an indication 
that some of the 11.8 mil-
lion people who viewed 
England’s World Cup 
semi-final defeat by the 
USA have become paid 
converts.

As Neville put it after-
wards: “I think if we had 
a game in three months’ 
time at Wembley we 
would have the same 
crowd after what they 
saw from both teams. It 
was a fantastic spectacle, 
an amazing occasion.”

Many fans were clear-
ly making their first visit 
to a football match – and 
were intent on enjoying 
themselves whatever the 
result. That much was 
obvious along Wembley 
Way, hours before kick-
off, as sellers of vuvu-
zelas and half-and-half 
scarves did brisk busi-
ness and parents pho-
tographed their excited 
kids posing with the arch 
in the background.

That energy sus-
tained itself despite a fit-
ful England performance 
that for long periods 
lacked the electricity and 
dynamism of the World 
Cup campaign. Much of 
their play was crabby 
and disjointed, particu-
larly in the first half as 
they deservedly went be-
hind when the Germany 
captain, Alexandra Popp, 
nodded a deft header 
past Mary Earps.

Not that it bothered 
the youthful crowd. Ev-
ery time Ellen White, 
who received the Fifa 
bronze boot before the 
match in recognition 
of scoring six goals in 
France during the sum-

mer, touched the ball 
the crowd cheered in de-
light. And not since Last 
Night of the Proms have 
so many St George flags 
been waved in union.

England gradually got 
into the game, and proba-
bly deserved a draw after 
White equalised having 
evaded the offside trap 
just before half-time. But 
a late sucker punch by 
Klara Bühl meant Nev-
ille’s team have won only 
one of their last seven 
matches.

Still, the loud cheer-
ing and applause from 
so many fans at the end 
were a vivid reminder 
of how far things have 
come. A century ago, 
women’s football was 
rapidly gaining in popu-
larity, with some games 
drawing tens of thou-
sands of spectators, only 
for its aspirations to be 
blocked by the Football 
Association, which in 
1921 banned it in the 
wake of claims that the 
game was “unsuitable 
for women’s frames” and 
“caused infertility”.

It took half a century 
for that ban to be lifted in 
1971, and several more 
decades for the game to 
regain such life and lus-
tre again. At half-time 
here, when dozens of 
former Lionesses were 
introduced to the crowd, 

Gill Coulter – who played 
in England women’s first 
game at Wembley in 
1989 – admitted it had 
been played in front of 
“about 500 people”.

Also in the crowd 
were England play-
ers who represented 
their country in front 
of crowds of 80,000 at 
the unofficial Women’s 
World Cup in Mexico in 
1971, having been re-
united by the academic 
Jean Williams and invit-
ed to the game by Uefa.

Among them were 
Christine Lockwood, 
who was 15 in Mexico, 
and Leah Caleb and Gil-
lian Sayell, who were just 
14. Really these wom-
en should be revered as 
trailblazers; instead their 
stories have largely been 
lost to history.

Caleb, for instance, 
realised at an early age 
she was good enough 
to compete with boys, 
having spent hours hon-
ing her skills. She also 
remembers asking her 
headmaster to ask the 
local authority to let her 
play with the boys’ school 
team – only to be told 
no, because football was 
“not for girls”. After what 
we have seen in  these 
past  few months, 
who would dare to 
be stupid enough to 
say that now?

How Fabinho struck the right notes to lead Liverpool’s rhythm section
Barry Glendenning
London, 10 Nov 
[theGuardian]: 
Of all the stellar contri-
butions Roberto Firmino 
has made to Liverpool’s 
success under Jürgen 
Klopp, perhaps the most 
invaluable came on an 
occasion he was on inter-
national duty. Renowned 
for his unselfishness, the 
modest Brazilian, who 
once claimed: “I would 
even play in goal if it 
helped the team,” could 
scarcely have done more 
to help the collective 
cause than persuade one 
of his compatriots to join 
the club. “Fabinho spoke 
to me when we played 
at the national team,” 
he recalled. “Later on he 
had a good chat with me 
about Liverpool and im-
mediately I pressed the 
buttons.”

And how. The correct 
combination entered, a 
£43m move from Mo-
naco was agreed in May 
2018, Fabinho choosing 
Liverpool over Manches-
ter United and Arsenal, 
among other suitors. 
“Bobby played an im-
portant role in me com-
ing here,” he revealed. 
“I’d spoken to him about 
what it is like at the club 
and what the city is like, 
as well as good areas to 
live.” His recruitment 
work done, Agent Firmi-
no was free to focus on 
his own game while Liv-
erpool’s coaching staff 

set about whipping the 
new acquisition into 
shape.

A product of the Flu-
minense youth team, 
Fabinho made his name 
at Monaco during a run 
to the 2017 Champions 
League semi-finals mas-
terminded by Leonardo 
Jardim. Originally a right-
back, he was sent on 
loan to the French club 
from the Portuguese side 
Rio Ave, having spent 
a season farmed out to 
Real Madrid, for whom 
he made one 24-min-
ute cameo under José 
Mourinho. It was Jardim 
who transformed the 
Brazilian, who is now 26, 
into a defensive midfield-
er, albeit a reluctant one.

Having been asked 
to play in the position a 
handful of times before 
signing a contract ex-
tension with Monaco, he 
inquired of his agent if 
it was possible to have 
a clause inserted that 
dictated he had to be de-
ployed in his preferred 
position at one end of a 
flat back four. It was not.

Having monitored his 
progress for some time, 
Liverpool approached 
him in February 2018 
and a deal to bring Fabin-
ho to Anfield was signed, 
sealed and delivered in 
less than three months. 
Announced two days af-
ter the Reds’ defeat in 
the Champions League 
final at the hands of Real 

Madrid, it was seen as a 
statement of intent by 
Klopp.

The German de-
scribed his new acquisi-
tion – brought in to re-
place the Juventus-bound 
Emre Can – as “not only a 
fantastic player, someone 
who is an equally fantas-
tic person”. In his first 
interview for Liverpool’s 
in-house TV station, he 
trotted out comments 
that sounded like the 
usual bland platitudes 
but have since proved 
commendably prophet-
ic. “I will work very hard 
for him and I am sure I 
will improve a lot under 
his leadership,” he said 
on being asked about his 
new manager.

For all their excite-
ment at seeing their club 
move so swiftly for Fa-
binho, Liverpool’s fans 
were forced to wait un-
til mid-October for him 
to make his bow in the 
muck and bullets of the 
Premier League. It fol-
lowed a couple of fleeting 
getting-to-know-you ap-
pearances in the Cham-
pions League and one 
start in the Carabao Cup, 
rewards for his strict ad-
herence to a long training 
regime tailored to help 
him become attuned to 
the demands required of 
a regular performer in 
the tight rhythm section 
that is such an integral 
part of Klopp’s famous-
ly raucous heavy-metal 

football jam.
“In the beginning I 

needed to be patient,” he 
said. “I constantly looked 
to learn from my coaches 
and the players who had 
been playing here longer. 
I also think it was im-
portant that there were 
players from my country 
here who helped me to 
communicate.” As well 
as Firmino, there was Al-
lison, who had joined at 
the same time.

Finding his feet was a 
gradual process but since 
doing so Fabinho’s con-
tribution to the cause can 
scarcely be overstated. 
Liverpool have not lost 
any of the 30 Premier 
League games he has 
started after becoming 
the first player to make 
the club’s holding mid-
fielder role his own since 
Javier Mascherano more 
than a decade ago. Tall 
and rangy, cool and ele-
gant, his ability to cover 
ground, win possession 
and use it wisely is con-
sidered so imperative 
that he was left out of 
the Liverpool team that 
laboured to victory over 
Aston Villa last Saturday, 
as he was just one yellow 
card away from having to 
sit out the City game. It 
was a sensible decision 
by Klopp, albeit one that 
would have been used as 
a stick with which to beat 
him were it not for Sadio 
Mané’s late, late inter-
vention at Villa Park.

Shafali, Smriti secure India’s 84-run win over WI in first T20I
Gros Islet, Nov 10 
(PTI): Opening duo of 
Shafali Verma and Smriti 
Mandhana hammered 
scintillating half-cen-
turies as the Indian 
women’s team notched 
up a comfortable 84-
run win over hosts 
West Indies in the first 
T20I here.

The 15-year-old 
Shafali and Mandhana 
shared a record 143-
run opening partner-
ship as India posted 
185 for 4 in their stip-

ulated 20 overs at the 
Darren Sammy Nation-
al Cricket Stadium here.

The visitors then re-
turned to restrict West 
Indies for 101 for 9 to 
complete the win on Sat-
urday.

Pacer Shikha Pand-
ey (2/22), spin duo of 
Radha Yadav (2/10) 
and Poonam Yadav 
(2/24) claimed two 
wickets each, while 
both Deepti Sharma 
(1/15) and Pooja Vas-
trakar (1/21) account-

ed for one wicket.
Put into bat, Sha-

fali, playing only her 
fifth T20I, smashed six 
boundaries and four 
sixes to notch up her 
maiden international 
half-century.

Mandhana too 
matched her younger 
partner, smashing 11 
fours in her 46-ball in-
nings as India cruised 
to 102 for no loss in 10 
overs.

The duo recorded the 
highest partnership for 

any wicket by an Indian 
pair in T20Is, bettering 
the 130 amassed by Thi-
rush Kamini and Punam 
Raut against Bangladesh 
in 2013.

Shafali was the first 
to go when she was dis-
missed by Shakera Sel-
man in the 16th over.

Skipper Harmanpreet 
Kaur then produced a 
13-ball 21, while Veda 
Krishnamurthy provid-
ed the late charge with a 
7-ball 15 to take India to 
a challenging score.
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Hong Kong police watchdog unequipped 
to probe protest response: Experts

Hong Kong, Nov 10 
(AFP): Hong Kong’s po-
lice watchdog is current-
ly unequipped to investi-
gate the force’s handling 
of months of pro-de-
mocracy protests, a 
panel of international 
experts appointed by 
the city’s own govern-
ment has found.

The internation-
al finance hub has 
been upended by five 
months of huge and 
increasingly violent 
rallies, but Beijing 
has refused to give in 
to most of the move-
ment’s demands.

One of the core 
demands, alongside 
fully free elections, 
is an independent in-
quiry into the police, 
who have been left to 
battle protesters for 
24 consecutive weeks 
and are now loathed 
by large chunks of the 
deeply polarised pop-
ulation.

City leader Carrie 
Lam has repeatedly dis-
missed an independent 
probe, saying the current 

watchdog -- the Indepen-
dent Police Complaints 
Commission (IPCC) -- is 
up to the job.

Protesters argue the 
IPCC lacks adequate 
investigatory powers, 
is stacked with pro-es-
tablishment figures and 
has previously been 
toothless when it comes 
to holding police to ac-
count.

In September, Lam 
appointed a panel of 
independent experts to 
advise the watchdog.

Chaired by Sir Den-
nis O’Connor -- who 
was tasked by the UK 
government to look at 
police tactics follow-
ing the 2011 London 
riots -- it includes po-
licing specialists from 
Britain, New Zealand 
and Canada.

It has now issued a 
damning assessment 
of the IPCC’s ability 
to do the job it has 
been tasked with and 
suggested a fully in-
dependent inquiry 
would be better suit-
ed for the task.

The report, dated 
November 8, found “a 
shortfall in IPCC pow-
ers, capacity and inde-
pendent investigative 
capability necessary 
to match the scale of 
events and the stan-
dards required of an 
international police 
watchdog operating in 
a city that values free-
doms and rights”.

The panel said if re-
sources were enhanced, 
the IPCC might be able 
to issue an interim re-
port “with limited, but 
sufficient facts” on the 

cause of the protests and 
the handling by authori-
ties.

But it said there was 
“a compelling case” for 
a “deeper more compre-
hensive inquiry... by an 
independent body with 
requisite powers”.

The report was not 
available on the IPCC’s 
website.

But it was posted on 
Twitter late Saturday by 
one of the panel members, 
UK-based academic Clif-
ford Stott.

The Hong Kong gov-
ernment and police did 

not respond to a request 
for comment.

The panel’s conclu-
sion is an embarrass-
ment for Lam as she bat-
tles record low approval 
ratings and tries to face 
down calls for an inde-
pendent inquiry.

“This panel of inter-
national experts was 
hand-picked by the gov-
ernment and presum-
ably had been expected 
to endorse the IPCC’s 
work,” Antony Dapiran, 
a Hong Kong-based law-
yer who wrote a book 
about the city’s pro-de-

mocracy movement, told 
AFP.

“For them to come 
out with a statement ef-
fectively saying that IPCC 
is not up to the task is 
quite damning and only 
reinforces the urgency of 
an independent inquiry,” 
he added.

Beijing and Lam ap-
pear determined to wait 
out the protests.

While crowd num-
bers are smaller than 
earlier this summer 
when millions marched, 
rallies and increasingly 
violent clashes are still 
happening on a weekly 
basis.

Tensions soared this 
week when a 22-year-
old student died from 
a fall during clashes 
with police in unclear 
and disputed circum-
stances.

Tens of thousands 
of people attended a 
peaceful vigil  on Sat-
urday evening, one of 
the few large gather-
ings in recent months 
to be granted police 
permission.

Amnesty calls for urgent end to ‘bloodbath’ in Iraq
Baghdad, Nov 10 (AP): 
Iraqi security forces put 
up concrete barriers in 
central Baghdad Sun-
day, trying to hamper 
and block protesters’ 
movements a day after 
forcefully clearing three 
flashpoint bridges in a 
security operation that 
killed six anti-govern-
ment protesters and left 
more than 100 wounded.

Since the unrest be-
gan last month, more 
than 260 protesters have 
been killed by security 
forces who have used live 
ammunition, rubber bul-
lets and tear gas in an ef-
fort to quell the protests.

Amnesty Internation-
al called it a “bloodbath” 
and said Iraqi authorities 
should immediately rein 
in security forces.

“The government of 
Iraq has a duty to protect 
its people’s right to life, 
as well as to gather and 
express their views. This 
bloodbath must stop 
now, and those responsi-
ble for it must be brought 
to justice,” said Heba Mo-
rayef, Amnesty Interna-
tional’s Middle East and 
North Africa Director.

The widening secu-
rity crackdown reflects 
government intransi-
gence and narrowing 
options for protesters 
who have been on the 

streets of Baghdad and 
the mainly Shiite south’s 
cities for weeks. Author-
ities shut down internet 
access and blocked social 
media sites several times 
amid the demonstra-
tions.

The leaderless, eco-
nomically driven pro-
tests are targeting Iraq’s 
entire political class and 
calling for the overhaul 
of the sectarian system 
established after the 
2003 US-led invasion.

More immediately, 
they are calling for the 
resignation of Prime 
Minister Adel Ab-
dul-Mahdi’s government, 
who has held the post for 
just over a year. He has 
refused to step down.

“All government 
promises of reforms or 
investigations ring hol-
low while security forc-
es continue to shoot and 
kill protesters,” Morayef 
added.

On Sunday, security 
forces closed roads near 
the Khilani Square with 
one-meter high concrete 
barriers, trying to block 
protesters from reach-
ing Baghdad’s landmark 
Tahrir Square, the epi-
center of the protests, 
and the Sanak bridge.

In the southern city 
of Nasiriyah, security 
and medical officials said 

31 people were injured 
in confrontations outside 
the education directorate 
as security forces tear-
gassed protesters trying 
to block employees from 
reaching the building in 
the city center. Among 
those wounded were two 
school students, they 
said, speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity in line 
with regulations.

On Saturday, Iraqi 
security forces killed six 
anti-government pro-
testers and wounded 
more than 100 others, 

pushing them back from 
three flashpoint bridges 
in central Baghdad, med-
ical and security officials 
said. The Iraqi officials 
spoke on condition of an-
onymity in line with reg-
ulations.

The deaths occurred 
as the protests inten-
sified in the afternoon, 
when demonstrators 
tried to reach the three 
bridges spanning the 
Tigris River to the heav-
ily fortified Green Zone, 
the seat of government. 
Protesters have tried to 

force their way across on 
an almost daily basis.

The demonstrators 
complain of widespread 
corruption, lack of job op-
portunities and poor basic 
services, including regular 
power cuts, despite Iraq’s 
vast oil reserves. They 
have rejected government 
proposals for limited eco-
nomic reforms, and in-
stead called on the coun-
try’s political leadership 
to resign, including Adel 
Abdul-Mahdi.

“We consider the 
peaceful protests of our 

people as among the most 
important events since 
2003,” Abdul-Mahdi said 
in a statement Saturday 
that vowed to meet the 
protesters’ demands for 
wide-ranging reforms.

He added that elec-
toral reforms would be 
put forward soon along 
with “an important gov-
ernment reshuffle” in 
response to the protests 
against the sectarian sys-
tem imposed in 2003, 
though the statement 
didn’t provide further 
details.

Romania votes for president with 
liberal incumbent favoured

Bucharest, Nov 10 
(AFP): Romania voted in 
the first round of a pres-
idential election on Sun-
day, with pro-European 
incumbent Klaus Iohan-
nis the favourite to win, 
potentially adding to a 
liberal fightback against 
the region’s prevailing 
nationalism.

Iohannis of the cen-
tre-right National Liberal 
Party (PNL) repeatedly 
clashed with the belea-
guered government of 
the left-wing Social Dem-
ocrat (PSD) party, which 
collapsed last month.

His main rival in the 
presidential vote, the 
PSD’s Viorica Dancila, 
served as prime minis-
ter for the government, 
which took power in 
2016.

The PSD’s govern-
ment had engaged in a 
long battle with Brussels 
-- and Iohannis -- over 
allegations it was trying 
to push through contro-
versial judicial reforms 
in order to neuter the ju-
diciary and benefit PSD 
politicians.

“Today Romanians 
are deciding on the fu-
ture of their country,” Io-
hannis, 60, told reporters 
as he cast his ballot at a 
school in the capital Bu-
charest.

After casting her own 
ballot, Dancila told sup-
porters she voted “for a 
safe and dignified Roma-
nia”.

He has made rule of 
law a central plank of 
his campaign which has 
mirrored that of Slova-
kian anti-corruption ac-
tivist Zuzana Caputova, 
who won the presidential 
election in that country 
in March.

In Hungary too, the 
nationalist government 
of Prime Minister Vik-
tor Orban suffered a 
rare setback last month 
when centre-left candi-
date Gergely Karacsony 
united the opposition 
to wrest the mayoralty 
of the capital Budapest 
from Orban’s Fidesz 
party.

While nationalism 
has been less present 
in Romanian politics 
than in Hungary or Po-
land, the PSD had tried 
to frame its clashes with 
EU institutions as evi-
dence that the party was 
standing up for Romania.

However, as the Ger-
man magazine Osteuro-
pa pointed out in a re-
cent editorial, at May’s 
European elections 
“while Fidesz and (Po-
land’s ruling) PiS party 
won on the back of an-
ti-Brussels campaigns, 
Romanian voters pun-

ished the government 
and sent a pro-European 
signal”.

The heavy losses in 
the European polls add-
ed to a series of travails 
for Dancila’s government 
which eventually saw it 
brought down by parlia-
ment in a no-confidence 
vote last month.

Sociologist Vasile 
Dancu said the PSD 
would be “seeking a new 
identity after three years 
in power”.

Earlier this week MPs 
gave their backing to a 
government led by the 
PNL’s Ludovic Orban.

Iohannis, a member 
of the country’s ethnic 
German minority, was 
first elected in 2014 and 
is widely expected to win 
a second five-year term 
in the run-off vote on No-
vember 24.

The former physics 
teacher and mayor of the 
city of Sibiu has warned 
that a PSD win would 
pose a threat to democ-
racy.

The left-wing party 
is seen as the successor 
of the elite which domi-
nated the country before 
the overthrow of com-
munism in 1989 and is 
accused of harbouring 
corruption in its ranks.

Some four million 
Romanians have moved 
abroad in recent years 
and the diaspora, which 
predominantly votes for 
liberal candidates, could 
play a key role in the elec-
tion.

Voting opened at 
many locations abroad 
on Friday and by Sun-
day morning more than 
300,000 diaspora Roma-
nians had already voted, 
a record for the first 
round of a presiden-
tial election.

The election could 
mark the end of an 
era. For the first time 
since the return to 
multi-party democ-
racy the PSD -- in-
creasingly reliant on 
an ageing, rural voter 
base -- can’t be sure of 
making it through to 
the second round.

Polls indicate Dan-
cila will face a tough 
fight for second place 
with 44-year-old Dan 
Barna standing for the 
recently formed pro-Eu-
ropean Save Romania 
Union (USR) party.

In total 14 candi-
dates are standing and 
18.2 million people are 
eligible to vote.

Polling stations 
opened at 7:00 am (0500 
GMT) and will close at 
9:00 pm, with two exit 
polls expected shortly af-
terwards.

Sharif’s travel to London for treatment in limbo as his name figures in no fly list
M Zulqernain
Lahore, Nov 10 (PTI): 
Ailing former Pakistan 
prime minister Nawaz 
Sharif may not travel to 
London on Sunday for 
treatment as government 
delayed removal of his 
name from the no fly-list.

The 69-year-old Pa-
kistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) supremo 
agreed on Friday to go to 
the UK for the treatment, 
heeding doctors’ advice 
and accepting his family’s 
request. He was scheduled 
to leave for London on 
a Pakistan International 
Airlines (PIA) flight on 
Sunday morning.

“The government 
could not remove Sharif’s 
name from the no fly-list 
(Exist Control List-ECL) as 
the National Accountabili-
ty Bureau (NAB) chairman 
was not available to issue 

no objection certificate in 
this case,” a government 
official told PTI.

He said the officials of 
the NAB have also sought 
Sharif’s medical reports.

The official said that 
as a special case, the gov-
ernment may remove his 
name from the ECL en-
abling Sharif to catch his 
flight at 9am on Sunday, 
otherwise this matter will 
be taken up on Monday.

On Saturday, a senior 
PML-N leader told PTI 
that Sharif is leaving for 
London on the PIA flight 
on Sunday morning along 
with his brother Shehbaz 
Sharif for treatment.

The PML-N leader 
chided Prime Minister 
Imran Khan for backing 
out of its commitment in 
which he said that he had 
no objection on Sharif’s 
travel abroad for treat-

ment.
Special Assistant to 

PM Firdous Ashiq Awan 
said Sharif was seriously 
ill and Khan had clear in-
tention that politics and 
health issues should be 
considered separately.

“PM Khan is of the 
view that all legal formal-
ities must be addressed 
in the case of Sharif,” she 
said.

Sharif is going to Lon-
don after doctors categor-
ically told him that they 
had exhausted all options 
available in Pakistan and 
seeking treatment abroad 
was the only one option 
left.

The three-time pre-
mier has already secured 
bail in Al-Azizia Mills 
corruption case for eight 
weeks on medical grounds 
and in the money launder-
ing case. In Al-Azizia case, 

Sharif was serving a sev-
en-year imprisonment in 
Lahore’s Kot Lakhpat jail.

His daughter Maryam 
Nawaz will not accom-
pany him as she had to 
surrender her passport to 
the Lahore High Court as 
a surety against the bail 
granted to her in the mon-
ey laundering case. She 
may explore the option of 
going to London later, the 
PML-N lader said.

According to him, 
Sharif’s sons -- Hasan and 
Hussain -- and another 
daughter Asma, who live 
in London, will look after 
him.

On Saturday, Sharif’s 
platelet count was over 
20,000.

“As his platelet count 
should be 50,000 and be-
yond for travel abroad, 
the doctors may give him 
high dose to increase his 

platelets, enabling him to 
undertake the travel,” he 
added.

The Pakistan govern-
ment decided to let Sharif 
go abroad for treatment 
due to his critical medical 
conditions.

Earlier, Maryam said, 
“Mian sahib’s condition 
is very critical and he 
must go abroad for diag-
nosis of his disease and 
treatment. Doctors of the 
government and private 
medical boards have ex-
hausted all options and 
they have unanimously 
recommended his treat-
ment abroad.”

“I wanted to stay with 
my father during his 
treatment (in London), 
but my passport is with 
the court. My thoughts 
and prayers will be with 
my father when he gets 
treatment, she said.
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JENNIFER ANISTON IS PEOPLE’S ICON OF 2019: If this were an episode of Friends, 
it would be The One Where Jennifer Aniston Receives the People’s Icon Award! On 
Wednesday, E! announced that the actress would be the second-ever recipient of the 
title and will receive the honor at the 2019 E! People’s Choice Awards on Sunday, Nov. 
10. Last year, Melissa McCarthy accepted the trophy for the inaugural award.
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ARIES: There’s no such thing as TMI for 
you today, Aries. With the moon in your 
sign, you’re in your live-out-loud element. 
Don’t feel bad about being so...overt. Your 
bold authenticity will actually create a safe 
space in which others can open up. Own 
your past, Ram! Those “embarrassing” mis-
haps birthed golden lessons that you can 
pass on to others who are struggling with the 
same issues.  
TAURUS: You’re in an emo groove today, 
Taurus, so just go with it. This is one of those 
days when you’d benefit from setting aside 
that intense work ethic so you can bond 
with the people in your environment. Power 
down your laptop and go have lunch with 
a colleague. You could even have a chance 
to pass along some of your sage wisdom to 
someone who is struggling with an issue 
you’ve overcome. Reach up to mentors too, 
especially a powerful woman who’s been in 
your corner in the past .
GEMINI: Lighten up about love today, 
Gemini. With the moon in your “the more 
the merrier” eleventh house, you could turn 

that table for two into a table for six or eight. 
If your entourage has yet to meet your amour 
du jour, this would be the perfect day for a 
getting-to-know-you gathering. Single? 
Sparks could fly with a friend of a friend. 
CANCER: Be more “purpose-driven” in 
your personal life today. People adore you, 
and there are plenty of friendships you 
COULD cultivate. But since each one re-
quires an investment of time, you want to 
reserve your energy for folks who fill your 
cup—not a bunch of small-talking randos. 
Have you been loading up your calendar with 
“meh” events out of fear of being lonely?   
LEO: Bigger, stronger, faster: Well, why 
not, Leo? Today’s moon in your expansive 
ninth house could bring rapid expansion to 
one of your goals. Take your foot off the 
brake, but keep your hands on the wheel. 
You of all people know that progress CAN 
happen at supersonic speed. People from 
other parts of the globe could be involved, 
so get ready to fire up Skype or Zoom and 
brainstorm away! To accelerate the process, 
you might have to take a risk. Make sure it’s a 

calculated leap instead of a impulsive gamble.  
VIRGO: Got secrets? One of those skele-
tons is rattling the closet door, begging to 
be freed. Time for a confessional conversa-
tion, Virgo—the truth will liberate your soul. 
Connect with a trusted confidante tonight, 
over the phone or huddled in a private cor-
ner. If you just want them to listen without 
offering advice, make that clear up-front .  
LIBRA: Forget all those parental advisories 
about the dangers of talking to strangers. Today, 
your usual people-watching could erupt into a 
fascinating dialogue when you see someone at a 
coffee shop who’s reading a book that changed 
your life or who’s wearing an indie-label design-
er that only a few insiders know about.   
SCORPIO: You’re back! On March 5, ex-
pressive Mercury turned retrograde in your 
passionate fifth house. You may have felt 
like you were missing the love boat. Or per-
haps you couldn’t get a clear read on a ro-
mantic interest. Get ready to shake off the 
confusion and insecurity today, as the com-
munication planet powers forward and calls 
forth your most radiant self! 

SAGITTARIUS: Put a little luxe in your 
life. Today’s decadent fifth-house moon 
gives you a hall pass to be a little hedonis-
tic. This doesn’t have to be harmful to your 
health or the Earth. Skip the avocado toast 
and sip a smoothie made with young coco-
nut milk, which requires less water to pro-
duce. Looking for a signature accessory for 
spring? Find a sustainable jeweler who re-
purposes gold and gems from antique piec-
es. This romantic lunation can turn up the 
heat with a love interest. Slip off for a lunch 
date, and don’t be surprised if it turns into 
a spicy nooner. Though it’s a weeknight, do 
what you can to lure friends out for some 
cultural activities—or at least happy hour!!    
CAPRICORN: Bless this mess? Not today! 
With the Aries moon percolating in your do-
mestic fourth house, tidying up your spaces 
could lead to sharper thinking. As within, so 
without, right? Now, here’s the rub: The piles 
in your space might be a metaphor for situa-
tions you’ve been avoiding. As you’re fold-
ing laundry and deleting junk mail, you may 
become acutely aware of emotions that you 

swept under the rug.    
AQUARIUS:  The Aquarius social butterfly is 
bursting out of the cocoon thanks to today’s lu-
nar lift in your communication corner. Since you 
won’t have much patience for desk work, rejig 
your schedule so you can handle the people-ori-
ented tasks on your to-do list. A spontaneous 
lunch date with a coworker could turn into an 
amazing brainstorming session that leaves you 
buzzing with inspiration. With the moon in active 
Aries, slip out for fresh-air breaks. Who says you 
can’t listen in on a conference call while walking 
the trail of an urban park? .   
PISCES: Would you care to upgrade, Pi-
sces? With the moon beaming into your 
sensual (but sensible) second house, you’re 
willing to splurge on quality. Review your 
financials: Is there room to indulge? As long 
as it’s practical and functional, you can con-
sider it an investment. Funds too tight for 
that go-with-everything Celine bag or the 
cold-pressed juicer? Create a special savings 
account and make your first deposit today. 
This will motivate you to keep on hustling, 
even if your gratification is delayed.

YouTuber KSI beats rival 
Logan Paul in boxing rematch

Britain’s KSI has won his six-round cruiserweight boxing 
fight against fellow YouTube personality, the American 

Logan Paul, in Los Angeles.
The fight at the Staples Centre was won by the Watford 

man in a split decision by 55-56, 57-54, 56-55. The pair first 
fought last year in Manchester but a “majority draw” was de-
clared after six rounds.

“Last time I was scared to fight,” KSI, whose real name is 
Olajide Olayinka Williams JJ Olatunji, said after the match. 
“This time I just went in. I just kept going and going. He 
couldn’t deal with my jabs. I got him.”

KSI – who has more than 20 million YouTube subscribers 
– was earlier forced to clarify comments he made ahead of the 
highly anticipated match. In pre-fight banter at a press confer-

ence on Thursday, he said to his rival: “You’re going to fucking 
die.”

“I don’t intend to kill Logan physically tomorrow, I only in-
tend to kill his YouTube career and spirit,” he tweeted. “After 
this fight, I still want Logan to be alive and well.”

Paul – who has 19.9 million YouTube subscribers – did not 
touch gloves with his rival at the end of the match.

Their bout at Manchester Arena last year sold out to 
20,000 fans and drew an audience of 2.5 million live viewers 
and more than 19m subsequent views, making it the biggest 
internet event in history. It was also named the most popular 
white-collar boxing match of all time.

Saturday’s fight had been expected to attract 1 million 
viewers on the London-based pay-per-view service DAZN.

How Adil Hussain became a 
part of ‘Star Trek: Discovery’

Ravi Bansal
Dharamshala, Nov 10 (PTI): Actor Adil 
Hussain, who recently joined the cast of CBS 
All Access series “Star Trek: Discovery” for its 
upcoming third season, says he had a memo-
rable time working on the show.

The actor said it all started when he was 
shooting for his upcoming film “India Sweets 
and Spice” and during that time, he received a 
call from his agent who told him the makers 
are looking for a person for the role of a “hu-
man and South Asian”.

“She said, You fit the bill and do you mind 
auditioning for it?’ So I recorded my audition 
and sent it. Two weeks later, I got to know 
that they all loved it. Next thing I know I’m 
shooting for the show in Toronto,” Adil told 
PTI in an interview.

The actor, who is currently attending the 
Dharamshala International Film Festival 
(DIFF) here, said the show’s cast and crew 
was a group of thorough professionals.

“Some of them were Oscar-nominated. 
Most of my scenes were with actor Sonequa 
Martin-Green. The initial eight days were 
used only for costume trials.”

Adil said the first day of the shoot was the 
most memorable.

“On the day of the shoot, everyone, includ-
ing the actors, gathered around and made a 
circle. They formally introduced me, ‘Adil 
Hussain from India. We welcome you to the 
family of Star Trek.’ They all clapped and then 
looked at me.

“I said, ‘Do I have to speak?’ They said yes. 

I didn’t know what to say because I didn’t pre-
pare. But I said, ‘The only thing coming to my 
mind right now is that I was born in a small 
town in Assam where newspapers used to 
come three days late. And now I’m here today, 
crossing the galaxies. So thank you for letting 
me into your family’, the actor reminisced.

Adil said the show’s lead star, Mar-
tin-Green, gave him a hug after his little 
speech and whispered something in his ear.

“She hugged me and whispered into my 
ear, ‘I’m so looking forward and happy to be 
working with you’.”

The actor said in that moment, it felt like 
all the boundaries have been immediately 
broken. “We had a great time there. It was 
like clockwork and yet flexible and relaxed. 
No hierarchy and no-nonsense about being a 
star. They don’t care about anything. They just 
knew that I acted in ‘Life of Pi’.

“It’s a pure human connection. You are an 
actor and you have been chosen by the direc-
tor means you’re good. So efficiency has im-
mense value, no matter who you are, where 
you come from, it doesn’t matter. And, they 
strive for excellence.”

‘Fresh Off the Boat’ to end with season 6
Los Angeles, Nov 10 (PTI): Family 
comedy “Fresh Off The Boat” is ending 
after six seasons.

According to The Hollywood Report-
er, the ABC series will wrap production 
after 15 episodes this season, with the 
final two serving as the series finale.

A date for the finale is yet to be de-
cided but it will likely air early next year.

Created by Nahnatchka Khan, the 
show, fronted by Randall Park and 
Constance Wu, depicts the life of a Tai-
wanese-American family in Florida in 
the 1990s. It is based on Eddie Huang’s 
autobiographical “Fresh off the Boat: A 
Memoir”.

Sources said the decision was a cre-
ative one, with the show’s producers 
pulling the plug. The writers will have 
time to craft a “big” finale and finish the 
series on their own terms, the insiders 
added.

The current season has featured el-
dest son Eddie (Hudson David Yang) 
starting to contemplate his future as the 
end of high school approaches for him.

“We couldn’t be prouder of this 
game-changing show and the impact 
it has had on our cultural landscape. 
The success of ‘Fresh Off the Boat’ 
has helped pave the way for inclusion 
throughout the industry. Nahnatchka 
Khan and her brilliant creative team 
have created an unforgettable series 

with an Asian-American family front 
and centre, something that hadn’t been 
done in two decades.

“The cast, led by Randall Park and 
Constance Wu, is one of the finest and 
funniest on television. We’ll miss the 
Huang family, and are eternally grateful 
for the incredibly heartfelt stories they 
have told these past six seasons,” said 
ABC Entertainment president Karey 
Burke.

Khan said she was proud of the show 
and what the team accomplished over 
the past six seasons.

“Thank you to everyone at ABC and 
20th Century Fox Television for going 
on this ride with us. It was truly a 
special experience and hopefully 
will  forever be a reminder of all 
the stories out there that deserve 

to be told. Like BIG said, ‘And if you 
don’t know, now you know’,” the creator 
said.

The decision comes months after 
Wu’s tweet expressing disappointment 
over the show’s season six renewal in 
May.

“So upset right now that I’m literally 
crying. Ugh. F**k,” the actor, who plays 
the matriarch Jessica Huang, said in a 
tweet, which she later deleted.

Wu later explained that she was up-
set that the renewal meant having to 
give up another project, and has since 
said her castmates were supportive 
when they began filming the current 
season.

“Fresh Off The Boat” cast also in-
cludes Forrest Wheeler, Ian Chen, Lu-
cille Soong, Chelsey Crisp and Ray Wise.

Crystal Reed to star in ‘Escape the Field’
Los Angeles, Nov 10 (PTI): Crystal Reed is set to lead the cast of thriller “Escape The Field”.
The story follows six strangers who wake up trapped in an endless cornfield only to discover something mysterious is 
hunting them, reported Deadline.

Emerson Moore is attached to direct from a screenplay co-written by him, Sean M Wathen and JD Dobkin.
DDI’s Jason Moring and Michael Philip will produce under their Cr8tiv Universe banner.
“With ‘Escape The Field’ we are tapping into the massive popularity of escape rooms, with an elevated concept,” said 

Moring.
Reed’s acting credits include Warner series “Swamp Thing”, MTV’s “Teen Wolf” and Fox’s “Gotham”.


