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Sikkim bags 3 awards at 
State of the States Conclave

N  D , 24 N  
(IPR): The State of the 
States conclave, an annu-
al event was organised 
by India Today group at 
Hotel Taj, New Delhi.

Vice President of 
India, Venkaiah Naidu 
attended this occasion 
as the chief guest. Four 
Chief Ministers namely 
Vijay Rupani (Gujarat), 
Sarbananda Sonowal 
(Assam), Edappadi K Pal-
aniswami (Tamil Nadu), 
V Narayanaswamy 
(Puducherry); other 
state legislators and of i-
cers representing states 
took part in the conclave.  

Sikkim Government 
was represented by Res-
ident Commissioner, 
Sikkim House, New 
Delhi, Aswani Kumar 
Chand and Addl RC, 
Monalisa Dash. 

This year Sikkim state 
was felicitated with three 
awards namely Best state 
in Education, Cleanli-
ness; and Most Improved 
state in governance in 
Small State category. 

On behalf of State 
Government of Sikkim, 
Aswani Kumar Chand, re-
ceived these awards. 

While handing over 
the award to the Resi-
dent Commissioner, Mr 
Naidu said, “Sikkim is not 
only small but beautiful 

and also very dutiful”.
Speaking at this con-

clave, Mr Naidu congrat-
ulated all the winning 
states and said that all 
states must aim to grow 
sustainably by focusing 
on all-round develop-
ment in all sectors. He 

also advised state units 
to exchange good ideas 
and schemes in order to 
boost growth.

He lauded Sikkim’s 
efforts and achievements 
on promoting organic 
farming and congratu-
lated it for  successfully 

competing against 51 
other nominees from 25 
countries and bagging 
UN Food and Agriculture 
Organisation’s (FAO) “Fu-
ture Policy Gold Award” 
for having world’s best 
laws and policies pro-
moting agro-ecology.

CSE’s Sunita Narain holds up Sikkim as “role model” for the world
NITESH R PRADHAN
N  D , 24 N : Leading envi-
ronmentalist and respected crusader 
for sustainable development, Suni-
ta Narain, praised Sikkim as a “role 
model” for other governments not 
only in India but across the world to 
follow, especially in reference to the 
State’s Organic status. She made the 
comments while speaking to Sum-
mitTimes in New Delhi at a media 
briefing organised by the Centre for 
Science and Environment.

She applauded the initiative taken 
by Chief Minister Pawan Chamling and 
credited his leadership for his vision 
in making Sikkim “a role model for the 
world” to follow.

“The leadership in Sikkim is very 
important for the world as it has shown 
the world and other states how to go 
organic and has proved that this can be 

achieved,” she said.
She added that the Chief Minister 

has shown tremendous leadership and 
sagacity in taking such a bold step.

She added that she applauds the 
far-sighted vision of the Chief Minister.

Crediting the Chief Minister for under-
standing Sikkim and its high value produc-

tion, she recounted meeting him 20 years 
ago, a meeting during which the CM has 
shared his dream of an Organic Sikkim.

“There was both an idea of position-
ing Sikkim, bene it economically but 
also to do something for the planet im-
proving in terms of health and the en-
tire ecosystem,” she reminisced.

When asked what should be done to 
further the organic movement, Ms Nara-
in said that there should be more aware-
ness about what Sikkim has achieved and 
demonstrate what has worked in the Hi-
malayan State to popularise better under-
standing across the country and the world.

She termed the steps taken by the 
State government as “a possible road-
map” to be emulated by other states 
and the world, also highlighting the 
economic, health and ecological bene-
fits of organic farming.
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Governor adopts 
Navey Shotak GPU 

SDF making false promises for 
2019 elections, alleges Golay

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 24 N : 

Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha president, PS Ta-

mang [Golay] today said 
that the Sikkim Demo-
cratic Front government 
is making announcement 
after announcement to 
woo the public but they 
will be forgotten once the 
election is over, as per an 
SKM press release. 

Addressing a constit-

uency-level meeting for 
Melli constituency held 
at Melli Gumpa in South 
Sikkim today, Mr Tamang 
said that the government 
has announced that it will 
regularize adhoc teachers 
as per the norms of UGC 
and the government but 
relatives of the CM and 
Ministers were not regu-
larized by following any of 
these norms.

On the same, he an-

nounced that all ad-hoc 
teachers will be regular-
ized within six months of 
SKM coming to power.

Speaking about the 
letter written by SKM 
MLAs to BJP headquar-
ters expressing their 
desire to join the party, 
Mr Tamang said that it is 
true that they wrote the 
letter but in the end, they 
did not join BJP.

turn to pg02

K  T , 24 N  
(IPR): Governor, Gan-
ga Prasad adopted the 
Navey Shotak GPU under 
Kabi-Tingda BAC today in 
programme held at the 
school ground of Govern-
ment Secondary School 
Penlong, North Sikkim.  

Also present were the 
Minister for Rural Man-
agement & Development 
Department, S.B Subedi, 
Area MLA, Ugen Nedup, 
Additional Chief Secretary 
to the Governor, Secretary 
RMDD, Panchayats, Pan-
chayat Presidents, Of i-
cials and staff of the Rural  
Management & Develop-
ment Department, locals 
and students from the ad-
joining schools.

The Governor present-
ed a Scooty (two-wheel-
er) to the Panchayat 
President, Tashi Doma 
as a token of the adop-
tion of the GPU. The 
two-wheeler was pre-
sented to facilitate the 
progress of the GPU.

The Panchayat Pres-
ident of Navey Shotak 
GPU, Tashi Doma, while 
welcoming the Governor 
said that it is a matter 
of great satisfaction and 
happiness that the GPU 
is being adopted by the 
Governor and stated that 
this initiative would fur-
ther accelerate progress 
in the GPU.

The Governor in his 
address expressed hap-

piness at this opportuni-
ty of interaction with the 
people of the GPU.  He 
expressed pleasure on 
adopting the Navey Sho-
tak GPU and mentioned 
that the evolvement of all 
the villages falling under 
the GPU would be taken 
up on a pilot basis.  

He re lected on the 
philosophy of Mahatma 
Gandhi that the real In-
dia lives in the villages 
and stated that the life 
and struggle of rural In-
dia resonates with him 
as he also has his roots in 
rural India and went on 
to inform that all initia-
tives and necessary col-
laborations for the prog-
ress of the GPU would be 
overseen by him from his 
level of authority. He so-
licited the active partici-
pation and support of the 
people of the GPU for the 
success of this venture.

The Governor re-
called his recent visits to 
many parts of the State 
and expressed satisfac-
tion at the progress that 
he observed in terms of 
organic farming and live-
stock rearing. He spoke 
about the various initia-
tives of the state govern-
ment that are in synchro-
ny with lagship schemes 
of the central government 
which are aimed towards 
uplifting the farmers of 
the country.
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HSP and BJP begin talks 
on possible alliance 
for 2019 elections

REBYNA RANA
G , 24 N : 

Hamro Sikkim Party 
has started talks 

with the State unit of 
Bharatiya Janta Party to 
explore possibilities of 
an alliance for the 2019 
elections. Leaders 
of both parties held 
their first meeting 
today at HSP office in 
Deorali today.  

HSP was represent-
ed by its vice president, 
Bhaichung Bhutia, 
spokesperson, Biraj 
Adhikari and others 
while the State BJP unit 
was represented by its 

president, D.B. Chau-
han and other senior 
BJP workers.

Speaking to media, 
Mr. Chauhan said, “We 
had talks on political, 
social and other issues 
of Sikkim at the meet-
ing and also on the 
2019 election. Both 
sides spoke seriously 
on the call of the peo-
ple that there should 
be an alliance of op-
position parties in 
Sikkim. Today was the 
first meeting and we 
will have more meet-
ings with HSP.”

turn to pg02

Gauri killing; 
SIT iles 
additional 
charge sheet 
naming 
Hindu out it
B , N  24 
(PTI): The Special Inves-
tigation Team (SIT) prob-
ing the killing of journal-
ist-activist Gauri Lankesh 
has named Hindu right 
wing out it Sanatan 
Sanstha in its additional 
charge sheet iled before 
a city court.

In the 9,235-page 
charge sheet submitted 
before the Principal Civil 
and Sessions court here 
Friday evening, it was 
also stated that the kill-
ing of Lankesh was plot-
ted for almost ive years.

A network within the 
Goa-based Sanatan Sans-
tha targeted Lankesh 
for no personal reasons, 
it said. “Sanatan Sanstha 
members’ involvement 
is there. We have named 
them. We have also men-
tioned its allied organisa-
tion,” a top of icer in the 
SIT told PTI here Saturday.

Reacting to the charge 
sheet, Goa-based Sana-
tan Sanstha dismissed 
its alleged link with the 
killing of Lankesh, saying 
none of the accused were 
its members.

“None of the accused 
are members of the San-
atan Sanstha.

So far, the SIT has not 
said this of icially. If the 
SIT mentions our name 
in the supplementary 
charge sheet, we will 
ight it legally.

So far, we haven’t got the 
copy (of the charge sheet),” 
Chetan Rajhans, Sanstha’s 
head of communication, 
told PTI over phone.

“Other than this, if 
any organisation indulg-
es in maligning the name 
of the organisation with-
out proof, it would face 
legal consequences,” Ra-
jhans said.

Deputy Chief Minister 
G Parameshwara, who 
holds the Home port-
folio, Saturday said the 
government would soon 
take a call on banning 
organisations involved in 
the killing of Lankesh.

“No discussions have 
taken place regarding the 

turn to pg02
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The Governor spoke about the Future Policy Gold Award that was awarded to 
the Chief Minister Pawan Chamling and added that this recognition further cor-
roborates the distinction of the policies that are being formulated and adopted by 
the state government.

The Governor also addressed the young minds present at the program and 
enunciated that they are the future of the GPU, the state and the country and hence 
they must strive for excellence in all aspects. The Governor concluded his address 
with the clarion call of “Afno gaon Afai banao”.

The Minister for RMDD, S.B Subedi while addressing the program articulated 
that the adoption of the Navey Shotak GPU by the Governor has added a whole new 
dimension to the GPU. He remarked that with the adoption coming to effect from 
today, many discussions and deliberations will now be held as to what and how 
policies can be framed and implemented to take the GPU on the path to progress 
and hence the authorities and the locals must come together so that this noble 
enterprise of the Governor comes to fruition. 

He spoke about how the amendment of the Panchayat Act has empowered the 
Panchayati Raj functionaries on a whole new level. He concluded his address with 
encouragement to all to make the best of the organic farming state status of Sik-
kim, which he added, is a momentous ladder for the state on the path of success.

MLA Kabi-Lungchok, Ugen Nedup, in his address extended gratitude to the 
Governor for adopting the GPU and communicated his positivity that the initiative 
of the Governor would bring achievements and grati ication to the GPU.

Additional Chief Secretary, Raj Bhawan, Dr K Jayakumar also put across his 
pleasure in being associated with the Navey GPU and highlighted the necessity of 
inculcating the habit of self-suf iciency amongst the area locals as this attribute is 
what will take the village towards advancement and development. 

He asserted that a comprehensive development targeted towards Gram Swaraj 
should be adopted in the GPU starting right from the community level that would 
include ventures like community radio stations and a community enterprise cen-
tre and addressed the Panchayat functionaries to take note of this.

Secretary RMDD, CS Rao, while speaking to the assembly congratulated the 
GPU for being selected for adoption by the Governor and said that this will greatly 
facilitate the GPU towards becoming an Adarsh Gaon - an ideal village. He called 
upon all to make sense of the golden opportunity that has come their way and take 
optimum bene it of this chance.

The program concluded with the vote of thanks delivered by ADC Develop-
ment, Mangan, KR Limboo.

Cultural performances by students from schools in and around the area added 
a joyous mood to the adoption programme. The Governor also presented tokens of 
appreciation to the participating school students.

Earlier, the Governor visited the Navey Shotak Gram Prashashan Kendra where 
he was accorded a warm welcome by the Panchayat and RMDD Of icials. At the GPK 
he presided over a Power Point Presentation on the GPU Pro ile showcasing the ex-
isting schemes, progress & achievements and the ields requiring intervention. The 
Governor visited the display pavilion where handicrafts and organic vegetables and 
readymade eatables were set up by the SRLM SHGs of the area in his honour.

After the program at the school ground, the Governor participated in a planta-
tion drive at the Nyingma Institute of Higher Studies situated in the area wherein 
Rhododendron Saplings were planted. He also visited the Sheda Campus and inter-
acted with the students there.

Governor adopts...

organisations involved in the case, but we will shortly take a decision on that,” 
Parameshwara told reporters. He also refused to divulge information about the 
progress made in the investigation.

“The killer and the killed have no personal or any other enmity.
Why she was killed? Because she believed in a certain ideology, she wrote and 

spoke on that. So it must be an ideology and it must be an organisation,” Special 
Public Prosecutor S Balan told PTI.

The SIT has also sought permission to investigate the case further.
The irst charge sheet in the sensational case was iled in May last, eight months 

after 55-year old Lankesh, known for her left-leaning and strong anti-Hindutva 
views, was shot dead in front of her house here on September 5 last year.

As the murder triggered national outrage and widespread condemnation, the 
Siddaramaiah-led government constituted the SIT to probe the killing.

So far, 18 people have been named as accused in the crime, including shooter 
Parashuram Waghmare, masterminds Amol Kale, Sujith Kumar alias Praveen and 
Amit Degwekar, SIT sources said.

The gang is also allegedly linked with the killing of three other rationalists M M 
Kalburgi, Narendra Dabholkar and Govind Pansare, the sources added.

Gauri killing; SIT iles

He also alleged that a Minister and ive Chair-
persons of the SDF government tried to prevent the 
meeting from happening. 

On the day, Mr Tamang inaugurated the ward level 
of ice of the party at Kerabari and another party of ice 
at Melli Gumpa.

The meeting was also attended by SKM MLAs, KN 
Lepcha and Sonam Lama and other senior leaders, 
workers and supporters of the party. 

The release mentions that 358 families of SDF par-
ty from different GPUs of Melli constituency of icially 
joined SKM during the meeting.

SDF making false...

Mr. Chauhan said that HSP wanted to know BJP’s 
stand on Article 371F and old laws of Sikkim. During 
the meeting it was discussed that since the ruling 
SDF is a part of NEDA and NDA of BJP, HSP cannot 
join hands with BJP Sikkim until that changes, he in-
formed further adding that the State unit will take this 
up with the party high command.

“The meeting was to explore the possibility of 
working together. We had a good meeting and we 
have promised to meet again to take the matter for-
ward. We are trying to ind ways to work together,” 
said HSP spokesperson, Biraj Adhikari. 

He informed that the party sought clari ication 
from the State BJP on a couple of points. 

“It is not possible for us to be in alliance with BJP 
till SDF is part of NEDA and NDA,” he said.

He added that the party also needed to under-
stand BJP’s views on Article 371F since it is crucial 
for Sikkim as it provides special Constitutional safe-
guards for the State. 

“We believe in change in Sikkim but the change 
must be meaningful. We are ready to hold hands with 
those who want to work for meaningful change in Sik-
kim. This is just the initial meeting with the State BJP,” 
Mr Adhikari further added.

HSP and BJP begin...

She hoped to come to Sikkim in summer and 
shared that she had loved her stay at an earlier visit.

Sunita Narain is an Indian environmentalist and 
political activist as well as a major proponent of the 
Green concept of sustainable development. She is di-
rector general of the the Centre for Science and En-
vironment, director of the Society for Environmental 
Communications, and editor of the fortnightly maga-
zine, Down To Earth.

A strong voice for environment conservation in 
India, she has been awarded many awards national-
ly and internationally including India’s fourth highest 
civilian award, Padma Shri in 2005.

In 2016, she was listed by Time Magazine in the 
list of 100 most in luential people in the world list.

CSE’s Sunita Narain...

NCC Day observed in Gangtok

G , 24 N  (IPR): 
The National Cadet Corps 
(NCC) Day was observed 
today at Tadong here by 
3rd Sikkim Battalion.

The programme was 
chaired by RB Subba, 
Minister HRDD & Sports 
&Youth Affairs. He was 
accompanied by GP 
Upadhyaya, Additional 
Chief Secretary, HRDD, 
Brig Dipak Banerjee, 
NCC Group Commander, 
other dignitaries, teach-
ers and students from 
various schools.

While addressing the 
gathering, the chief guest 
shared that he was de-
lighted to see young stu-
dents from NCC excel-
ling in multiple fields. 
He further informed 

that the State Govern-
ment was fully support-
ing NCC in every possi-
ble  way and thus more 
students need to use 
this opportunity.

He urged students to 
have a clear thought on 
their goals and purpose 
in life and asked them to 
use the privilege of free 
education which the 
state government has 
provided for the benefit 
of the Sikkimese people.

Mr Upadhaya, Ad-
ditional Chief Secretary 
HRDD, in his opening 
address said  that he was 
very happy  to see stu-
dents taking active part 
in NCC. 

He also highlighted 
that 29 cadets from Sik-

kim are being given a 
chance to participate in 
the Republic Day 2019 
parade in New Delhi. 
He further thanked the 
State Goverment for 
NCC Nagar at Kamrang, 
which is a training hub 
for NCC cadets.

Poster-making and 
easy-writing competi-
tions were also organ-
ised as  part of  the NCC 
Day celebrations which 
included a cultural pro-
gramme.

Later, Dr Bina Prad-
han (Principal, NBBD 
C o l l e g e ) , C o n s t a b l e 
Doma Tashi Bhutia (Fire 
Department), Rinchen 
Doma Bhutia (AD, 
Sports and Youth Af-
fairs Department), Nima 

Tshering Bhutia (NCC 
Teacher, Ranipool), 
Eksha Kerong Subba 
(NBBD College) were 
felicitated for  their con-
tributions to NCC .

In poster making 
competition, Richa Ku-
mari from Army Pub-
lic School bagged first 
position, Saraswati 
Chettri from Tadong Sr 
Sec School came second 
and Kanya Kumar from 
West Point Sr Sec School 
bagged third position 

In essay writing 
competition, Jessica Rai 
(NBBD College) bagged 
the irst position, Bina  
Khadal       (NBBD Col-
lege) stood second and 
Passang Doma Sherpa 
(NBBD College) bagged 
the third position. Pra-
bha Tamang from NBBD 
College was adjudged 
best speaker for sharing 
her experience.

Commanding Of icer, 
3 Sikkim NCC Battalion, 
Col Mangat Saini, in his 
vote of thanks, highlight-
ed  that this year, around 
20 new institutions were 
added to NCC in Sik-
kim, including SMIT and 
schools from remote ar-
eas like Chungthang.

The programme con-
cluded with a group pho-
to and rally to generate 
awareness against drugs 
and popularise the Swa-
chata mission.

Training on animal husbandry 
for Pashu Sakhis of SRLM

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 24 N :

Five-day residential 
training program for 

Pashu Sakhis was orga-
nized on Animal Hus-
bandry Practices and 
Dairy Farming by the Ru-
ral Management and De-
velopment Department 
in collaboration with 
Animal Husbandry, Live-
stock and Fisheries De-
partment from 20 to 24 
Nov at AH Training Cen-
tre, Sokeythang, a press 
release informs.

There were 28 Pashu 
Sakhis trained on var-
ious aspects of animal 
husbandry and dairy 
farming in both theory 
and practical mode. The 
valedictory program 
was organized on 24 
Nov at AH Training Cen-
tre at Sokeythang, the 
release mentions. 

All successful 28 
Pashu Sakhis received 

their certi icate in the 
program. In the valedic-
tory address, Commis-
sioner/RMDD-cum-State 
Mission Director/SRLM, 
Dr. P. Senthil Kumar mo-
tivated the Pashu Sakhis 
to use the knowledge 
gained in the program 
for promoting Animal 
Husbandry activities 
among the SHG members 
in their respective areas. 

He also encour-
aged them to promote 
common AH livelihood 
groups to favor aggrega-
tion of economically via-
ble quantity AH products 
in their respective areas 
to enable proper market-
ing linkage. 

The program was also 
attended by Dr. Kalpana 
Pradhan [Addl Director], 
Dr. Indira Subba {Princi-
pal of Training Centre], 
Tenzing Gelay [Deputy 
CEO, SRLM], Bedna Sub-
ba [Project Manager/

Livelihood] and other re-
source persons from AH 
department and Dy. Proj-
ect Managers Livelihood. 

The Sikkim Ru-
ral Livelihood Mission 
(SRLM) operating under 
Rural Management and 
Development Depart-
ment is taking several 
initiatives to facilitate 
Sikkim people to acquire, 
stabilize and purse their 
livelihood options in an 
economically sustainable 
manner with objective to 
reduce poverty in rural 
areas. There are several 
community cadres iden-
ti ied by the SRLM in en-
hancing and facilitating 
the livelihood of SHGs. 
Once such community 
worker identi ied were 
Pashu Sakhis, who can fa-
cilitate animal husband-
ry activities and promote 
its development at gross 
root level and among 
SHG members. Pilot dies in paragliding 

mishap in Kalimpong
SUMMIT REPORT
K , 24 N :

In an unfortunate inci-
dent, a paragliding pi-

lot Purushottam Timsina 
(22) died in a paragliding 
crash while a tourist from 
Bihar, Gaurav Chaudhari 
survived with injuries. 

Timsina was from 
Pokhara, Nepal, and had 
been paragliding for the 
past three years. He had 
undergone paragliding 
training in Manali. 

According to sources, 
strong winds pushed the 
parachute towards a tree 
which tore the chute and 
crashed into a building.

The incident oc-
curred around 1:30 p.m 
near Ronaldshay Park. 
Paragliding take off 
point is Delo while Ron-
aldshay Park, Homes, is 
the landing spot. 

Meanwhile, paraglid-
ing has been suspended 
till further notice.

Family and friends 
from the tourist side 
have said that they will 
ile an FIR against the 

paragliding agency.
SP Kalimpong, Dhur-

vajyoti De informed that 
they have started an in-

vestigation into the acci-
dent. Last month, a tour-
ist from Maharashtra lost 
her life in a river rafting 
accident after which it 
was suspended. 

A few days ago, a 
meeting between GTA 

and District administra-
tion had discussed safety 
measures and guidelines 
for river rafting, in-
formed GTA chief, Binay 
Tamang further adding 
that the same will be 
done for paragliding.

ITBP Pegong celebrates 
Guru Nanak Jayanti

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 24 N :
11th Bn ITBP, Pegong, North Sikkim, 
under the leadership of Commandant, 
Rajesh Kumar Tomar, celebrated Guru 
Nanak Jayanti on Friday. All members 

of the 11th Bn ITBP offered prayers 
and raised lags at Unit Gurudwaras, 
a press release informs.

Mr Tomar extended warm wishes to 
all members of the unit and spoke about 
Guru Nanak and his teachings on the day. 

Modi targets 
Indira Gandhi
M  (MP), N  
24 (PTI): Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi targeted 
the late Indira Gandhi on 
Saturday, saying her famous 
slogan ‘garibi hatao’ was a 
“false promise” and bank na-
tionalisation was a “fraud” in 
the name of the poor.

Were not those who 
promised to eradicate 
poverty “liars”, he said in 
a blistering attack on the 
Nehru-Gandhi family at a 
rally here ahead Novem-
ber 28 Assembly elec-
tions in Madhya Pradesh.

He also said if he gets 
half the time the Con-
gress spent in power, 
he would bring about 
a transformation in 
the country.

Modi’s remarks came 
in the wake of Congress 
president Rahul Gand-
hi’s constant criticism 
that the BJP made “false 
promises” to the peo-
ple in the run up to the 
2014 polls. Modi said the 
four generations of the 
Nehru-Gandhi ruled the 
country, but did not waste 
a single opportunity to 
“hoodwink” the people.

“Grandmother of 
the`Namdar’ (dynast), 
Shrimati Indira Gandhi, 
was prime minister of the 
country. Didn’t she give 
the slogan of removing 
poverty 40 years ago?” 
he asked the gathering.  
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ROADS & BRIDGES DEPARTMENT
GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM

SINGTAM SUB DIVISON
Memo No:189/AES/R&B             Date: 16/11/2018 

     RE-TENDER NOTICE
For and on behalf of the Governor of Sikkim, Assistant Engineer, Roads & Bridges Department, Singtam , invites sealed tenders 
under single bid system from the eligible contractors of Class IV Grade enlisted with Sikkim Public Works Department vide 
Noti ication No. 515/R&B/Secy, dated 12.06.2018 and noti ication no. 556/R&B PWD/Secy dated : 28.08.2018 and 584/R&B/
PWD/Secy dated: 08.10.2018, for the construction of fair weather roads, through competitive bidding within the territorial 
jurisdiction of Gram Panchayat unit of Namcheybong Constituency where the work is to be executed.

SL.
No.

Name of Work Cost of Work put 
to tender (in Rs)

Earnest Money 
@ 2.50% (in 

Rs.)

Cost of Tender 
documents (in 

Rs.)

Comple-
tion Time.

1. Construction of Road from 
Mangthang to Loopsup via 
Namcheybong Rai Gaon.

SUMIN-LINZEY GPU

Km 1st Rs. 42,38,496.00 Rs. 1,05,962.00 Rs.1,500.00 12 months
Km 2nd Rs. 42,38,496.00 Rs. 1,05,962.00 Rs.  500.00 12 months
Km 3rd Rs. 42,38,496.00 Rs. 1,05,962.00 Rs.1,500.00 12 months
Km 4th Rs. 42,38,496.00 Rs. 1,05,962.00 Rs.1,500.00 12 months
Km 5th Rs. 42,38,496.00 Rs. 1,05,962.00 Rs.1,500.00 12 months
Km 6th Rs. 42,38,496.00 Rs. 1,05,962.00 Rs.1,500.00 12 months

2. Construction of raod from 
Middle Sumin to Sumin Sec 
School.

SUMIN-LINZEY GPU

Km 1st Rs. 42,38,496.00 Rs. 1,05,962.00 Rs.1,500.00 12 months
3. Construction of road from 

Kumapani to Yangthang 
gaon.

SUMIN-LINZEY GPU

Km 1st Rs. 42,38,496.00 Rs. 1,05,962.00 Rs.1,500.00 12 months

TIME SCHEDULE:-
 1. Date of submission of application with Bank receipt and 

TDR (as Earnest Money) for issue of Tender Documents.
3rd December 2018 (10.00 am to 4.00 
pm) at respective Gram Prashashan 
Kendra where work is to be executed.

2. Last Date and Time for submission of Tender 4th December 2018 (10.00 am to 1.00 
pm) at respective Gram Prashashan 
Kendra where work is to be executed.

3. Date and Time for Opening of Tender 4th December 2018 (2.00 pm) at respec-
tive Gram Prashashan Kendra where 
work is to be executed.

CONDITIONS OF CONTRACT.
1. Tender is open only to the eligible Contractors / Firms of appropriate Class/ Area.
2. The intending tenders/ contractors should apply in writing for issue of Tender documents. The application would invariably 

be signed by the contractor himself/ herself.  The tender document will not be issued to any person other than the INTENDING 
TENDERER. The application shall be submitted initially for each work listed above with all required documents.

3. The applications should enclose attested copies of the (a) Validated / Updated Contractor Enlistment Certi icate along with 
application. It is mandatory to produce the Original validated/ updated Enlistment Certi icate during sale/ issue of the Tender 
Document for veri ication.

4. The prescribed Non- Transferable Tender Documents (including Tender Form) can be obtained during the period speci ied in (AS 
above from the respective Gram Prashashan Kendra where the work is to be executed on production of  requisite Bank receipt of the 
State of Sikkim towards the cost of Tender Document (non-refundable) in the Head of GPU where the work is to be executed. 

5. Earnest money deposit @ 2.5% in State Bank of Sikkim shall be in the form of Deposit Receipt of Schedules Bank which includes 
deposit in the form of temporary deposit receipts  in favour of the Sr. Accounts Of icer, Roads & Bridges Department, Nirman 
Bhawan, Gangtok. Tender Form shall be issued only on production of the deposit receipts to that contractors/ irm who has 
obtained the tender Documents, on production of towards deposit receipt of 2.5% earnest money.

6. The Tender Documents, including the Tender Form with quoted offer should be placed in a seated cover with the name of the Tender-
ers and the name of the work superscripted on it.  Supporting documents listed at Sl.No. 3 (a) above should be enclosed with the offer.

7. Sealed tenders may be deposited in the Tender Box  in the respective Gram Prashashan Kemdra/Nagar Panchayat Of ice, where 
the work is to be executed on the date and within the time indicated above.

8. Tenders will be opened by a Tender Opening Committee as prescribed by the Government in the presence of the tenderness 
on the date and time indicated above.

9. The Tenderer should sign on every page of the tenders documents as Acceptance of the General Direction and Conditions of 
Contract and other laid down norms. The rate quoted should be both in igures and words and should be inclusive of GST all 
other Taxes and Levies. Over writing and correction should be avoided and if made should be authenticated. Incomplete/ Con-
ditional tenders shall be rejected forthwith.

10. In case of any discrepancy in rate (s) printed in the Schedule of Rates and Quantities issued with the tender documents rates as 
per approved Scheduled of Rates will be taken as correct. For items outside the SOR, the rates shall be as per the technically checked 
estimate/analysis. Decision of the Principal Chief Engineer cum Secretary/ Head of the Department will be inal in this regard.

11. The work value, scope and quantum of work are subject to change, the contractor shall execute the work as per the directives 
of the Department. No claim on this account shall be entertained whatsoever. If any extra claim is made, it shall be as per the 
agreements rates.

12. The Department reserves the rights to hold payments to the contractor unless test certi icates are not produced by the contrac-
tor when called upon to do so.

13. Avoidable damages due to negligence of the contractors shall be at his/her own risk and cost. The department shall not be 
liable for payment of such damages (if any), including accidents to labourer at site.

14. The offer shall remain valid for a period of 90 days. The work should commence within 15 days from the date of issue of work Order.
15. All the conditions as mentioned in the NIT shall be deemed to be a part of the agreement to be entered with the contractor. 

Security deposit shall be collected by deductions from the running bills of the contractor @ 5% of the value of work done.
16. The Department reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tenders without assigning any reason thereof.
17. The recoveries of Taxes and Royalties on Forest produces shall be as per rates noti ied by the Government from time to time 

and applicable on the date of payment. In no case, claim of any contractor for deduction as per rates incorporated in Analysis 
of Rates or Schedule of Rates or Rates on the date of tender shall be acceptable.

18. Subletting of contract work is against the norms and if it comes to the notice, the original contract shall be cancelled and appro-
priate action shall be initiated as per the rules.

19. The Department also reserves the right to increase, decrease, alter or modify the item of works as indicted in the NIT without 
assigning any reason thereof.

20.  In case the man powers employed by the contractor are from outside the State or neighbouring countries, it shall be the re-
sponsibility of the contractor to get them registered with the Labour Department, Government of Sikkim as per the relevant 
Labour Laws.

21. Use of explosive shall be regulated as under.
a) Transportation, handling, storage and use of explosive (if necessary) shall be in accordance with the provision of the India 

Explosive Act and General Guideline, Circulars issued by the department and other competent authorities on the subject 
from time to time.

b) The rules and regulations issued by the Sikkim Public Works Department or any other competent authority shall strictly 
be adhered to with regard to transportations, storages, handling, and use of explosive at all times. Proper daily record of 
receipt and issue of explosives shall be maintained by the contractor.

22. The contractor shall also make arrangement to have photographs of the works taken at least at three stages of the construction 
period i.e. beginning, middle and completion stage.

23. Damages to properties in and around the work site must be avoided at all cost. The contractor shall be held responsible for any 
acts of negligence and shall be made to make good the damages.

24. It is accepted to the tenderer to have inspected the site before submitting his bid. There may be possible site dif iculties for 
which the tenderer should have their own correct assessment before submitting the bid.

25. The cost of stock materials supplied from the departmental store will be deducted from the contractor’s bills us per rules.
26. The bidders shall produce a Certi icate of Residence from the CONCERED WARD Panchayat unit where the work is to 

be executed.

The details of works and time schedule are as under:

Sd/-

Assistant Engineer
Roads & Bridges Department.

Singtam Sub Division
R.O. No. 503/ipr/pub/classi./18-19 
Date 24.11.2018.

Culture Dept observes 
Communal Harmony Week

G , 24 N  (IPR): 
The Cultural Affairs & 
Heritage Department, 
Government of Sikkim 
observed Communal 
Harmony Week from 19 
to 25 Nov, as per the di-
rectives received from 
the Ministry of Culture, 
Government of India. 
Under the directives, sev-
eral programmes are ear-
marked for different line 
Departments.

In view of this, the 
Cultural Affairs & Heri-
tage Department, Gov-
ernment of Sikkim, orga-
nized a special cultural 
programme to commem-
orate the Communal 

Harmony Week. Earlier, 
on 21 Nov, the CA&HD 
also observed Linguist 
Harmony Day wherein, 
cultural programmes and 
poetry recitation was 
held at the Mini Theater 
of Manan Hall, Gangtok.

The cultural pro-
gramme was held to 
present the Indian tradi-
tion of Unity in Diversity 
and for promoting cul-
tural conservation and 
integration in the form 
of Cultural Unity Day on 
23 Nov.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Special Secre-
tary, Vidya Subba said 
that we live in a society 

where different commu-
nities live together. In 
such a scenario, it is im-
portant that we should 
uphold secular and 
democratic values and 
respect each other irre-
spective of cast, creed, 
or religion. Sikkim is a 
peaceful state and peo-
ple here live in perfect 
harmony and peaceful 
co-existence.

The programme 
showcased colorful 
dances from the different 
ethnic communities of 
Sikkim and ended with 
vote of thanks proposed 
by OSD Song and Drama 
Unit, Jagdish Sharma.

Finance, DAC-Khamdong 
and Health Deptts 
register easy wins

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 23 N : 

Finance Department, 
BAC Khamdong and 

Health Department reg-
istered victories at the 
ongoing 6th Inter-De-
partmental Football 
Tournament 2018 here 
at Paljor Stadium on 
Saturday.

In the irst match of 
the day, Finance Depart-
ment thrashed SISCO 
Bank 08-01 to secure 
three points. 

Next, BAC Khamdong 
humbled Information & 
Public Relations Depart-
ment 06-01 to earn their 

three points, while in the 
third match, Health De-
partment defeated State 
Bank of Sikkim 03-01.

On Sunday, the irst 
match will be played 
between Forest Depart-
ment and Human Re-
source Development 
Department followed by 
Buildings Department 
taking on Home Depar-
ment and DoP and the 
last match of the day 
will be played between 
Sikkim Bar Association 
and Law Department 
and Urban Develop-
ment & Housing De-
partment.

Sikkim Arm Wrestling Association 
felicitates National C’ship medal winners

SAGAR CHHETRI
G , 24 N : 

Sikkim Arm Wrestling 
Association [SAWA] 

felicitated its members 
today for their outstand-
ing performance in the 
37th National Arm Wres-
tling Championship 2018 
held on 04 and 05 Nov at 
Shillong, Meghalaya. An 
11-member SAWA team 
won two silver medals 
and ive bronze med-
als and the Best Disci-
pline Team trophy in the 
championship.  

Silver medallists are 
Lhendup Dorjee Bhutia 
and Khagendra Gurung, 
while Ran Bahadur Prad-
han, Julian Philemon, 
Tashi Topden Bhutia, In-
dra Bahadur Gurung and 
Jamyang Palmu bagged 
a bronze medal each for 
the State. The champi-
onship had the participa-
tion of more than 100 arm 
wrestlers from nine States.

In a press conference 
here today, a SAWA exec-
utive member, Pema Dor-
jee Bhutia, who is also an 
executive member of In-
dian Arm Wrestling Fed-

eration, congratulated the 
team members for their 
outstanding performance 
in the championship. 

He also congratulated 
Ganesh Kumar Subba for 
qualifying as a Nation-
al Referee. The national 
referee examination was 
held in June in Assam this 
year and the certi icate 
was presented during 
this championship. Mr 
Subba, who is also the 
vice-president of Indian 
Arm Wrestling Federation, 
is now the irst and only na-
tional referee in Sikkim.

On the occasion, Ga-
nesh Kumar Subba, who 
led the team in the cham-
pionship, mentioned that 
this was the third appear-
ance of the State team in 
this national champi-

onship and this was the 
best performance so far 
of the State team in the 
national championship. 

He mentioned that 
SAWA has been working 
hard to promote arm 
wrestling in the State and 
to bring out more arm 
wrestlers from Sikkim. 

Sikkim will be host-
ing the 38th edition of 
the national champion-
ship at Gyalshing in West 
Sikkim next year. 

“Being the host 
State, we are working 
on having the maxi-
mum number of arm 
wrestlers from Sikkim 
in this national cham-
pionship by bringing in 
arm wrestlers from dif-
ferent parts of the State,” 
Mr Subba said.

BJP had worked 
with Cong, 
MNF, ZPM in 
the past in 
Mizoram
A , N  24 (PTI): 
Senior BJP leader Himan-
ta Biswa Sarma Saturday 
said that the party had 
worked together with 
the ruling Congress, the 
opposition Mizo Nation-
al Front (MNF) and the 
Zoram People’s Move-
ment (ZPM) in Mizoram 
and there was nothing to 
hide in those alliances.

BJP and tradition-
al rival Congress had 
formed a coalition in the 
Chakma Autonomous 
District Council in the 
state and had formed its 
executive committee.

The party is working 
with MNF as constituents 
of the North East Demo-
cratic Alliance (NEDA), 
which is led by it and 
he is the convener, and 
also in the Chakma Au-
tonomous District Coun-
cil (CADC), Sarma told 
newsmen here.
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An Article of Faith
The 36th Amendment of the Constitution 

– revere it, sure, but also study it

The nation celebrates Constitution Day on Sunday, 
marking the 26th of November 1949 when the 

Constitution of India was adopted by the Constituent 
Assembly. The Constituency came into force exactly two 
months later, on 26 January 1950, the (Constitution) 
Day we are all more familiar with as Republic Day. Con-
stitution Day offers itself as an apt day for Sikkim to re-
frame its association with the Constitution and extend 
its emotional attachment with Article 371F to a deeper 
and more nuanced understanding of this, the thirty-sixth 
amendment to the Constitution of India, and one which 
established the provisions laying out the special status 
that Sikkim would enjoy as a State of the Union of India.

What we have on ground though is the unsettling 
reality of how obscure Article 371 F remains even 
though it underlines the very identity of Sikkim and 
sets the conditions for it being a part of India. It is also 
ironic that its potency is compromised more from its 
constant invoking than any intentional sidelining or 
harm. This tendency to bring up the Article too often 
has, it appears, replaced the need to explain or under-
stand it in deeper detail. As a result, there is more con-
fusion than understanding about it.

All the confusion surrounding this Article of the 
Constitution of India perhaps stems from the termi-
nology that that Sikkim has associated with it – speak-
ing almost exclusively of protecting and upholding 
the “sanctity” of Article 371F. Sanctity, which means sa-
credness, something inviolable, is associated with that 
which is to be accepted without question. Much like faith 
actually, and thus the communication gap which exists 
between religious texts and followers of the faith, is also 
seen in Sikkim with its understanding/ appreciation of 
Article 371F. Even the most devout adherent has at best 
a sketchy understanding of the invocations that are al-
ways on her/his lips. Maybe the incompleteness is an in-
tentional dodge, but in public statements on the Article, 
it becomes obvious that s/he might not understand the 
full import of the words, but will never question them. 
Clearly then, the desire is never expressed to interpret 
the meanings. Till such time that such beliefs remain in 
private spaces, they are harmless, but the moment this 
incomplete knowledge is exploited in the public domain, 
things can go out of hand. India knows only too well how 
faith and its interpretations have often been exploited to 
bloody ends by various factions. In the case of Sikkim, 
Article 371F occupies a similarly edi ied position. It is 
respected, but only super icially understood and still 
passionately protected. While no one questions the need 
of protecting the Article, it is the still sketchy understand-
ing that needs to go and one needs to underline here that 
the Article, being a part of the Constitution, is already 
well protected, so energy will be better deployed trying 
to explain, understand and interpret it. It is downright 
laughable how easily political parties whip up emotions 
just citing this Article. Fact remains that Article 371F is 
an over-arching clause put in place to guard against the 
complete swamping of the Sikkimese identity. To whip it 
out at every pretext makes a mockery of the obviously 
noble ideals which led to the creation and insertion of 
this Article in the Constitution. Lazy leaders cannot be 
expected to go easy with their exploitation of Article 
371F in their speeches, so the onus falls on the people 
to protect its “sanctity” which is under threat more from 
the over-invocation that it suffers than a concerted plan 
to undermine it. For that to happen, the people must irst 
understand what the Article is all about.

Anyone can pick up a copy of the Constitution and 
read Article 371F in it, but to develop an understand-
ing, one needs more. For that Sikkim will have to bring 
the Article down from the pedestal of reverence it has 
been placed on and approach it more practically. It has 
to be tackled as an academic pursuit of understand-
ing and not as a theology class. Once the people Know, 
they will also be able to see things properly for them-
selves and not the tinted glasses that leaders whip out 
each time they say Article 371F.

WRITE US: Readers are invited 
to comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if they like 
something in this paper. Letters 
carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, 
except when against people 
responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have 
to be ignored. Letters which 
carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command 
immediate attention and 
receive prominence. Mail us 
at: letters@summittimes.com

Why do Black Friday shoppers throw punches over bargains? 
A marketing expert explains ‘psychological ownership’

Beards, business and a history of 
facial hair in the workplace

LUCY NEWTON
theconversation.com

Recording the human face in art 
is a long-held tradition, from 
the Roman Bust to the 15th 

century Dutch painting. The portrait 
signals power, prestige and wealth. 
Corporations have also used portraits 
to depict their leaders. For example, 
UK retail banks have been collecting 
images of their founders and chair-
men since the 18th century. These 
paintings remain on proud display in 
London head of ices.

For a company, the portrait pro-
vides a public face and identity to an 
impersonal institution. But portraits 
can also reveal interesting trends 
and attitudes towards appearances. 
Research I carried out on portraits 
with my colleague Victoria Barnes re-
vealed some interesting results.

One article published in the jour-
nal Enterprise and Society analysed 
the commissioning of bank managers 
portraits in the early 19th century. 
The research showed that, from a 
very early stage, newly formed joint-
stock banks realised the value of such 
art works and used them to success-
ful create a corporate identity and 
signal their place in the market.

Another article, published in the 
Journal of Management and Organisa-
tional History, examined how Lloyds 
Bank began collecting portraits of 
past bank chairmen in the 1960s and 
put them on display in their head of-
ices. One thing that stood out to us in 

this research is the changing patterns 
in men’s facial whiskers over the de-
cades. Recent fashion has embraced 
all forms of facial hair, but it has not 

always been so well accepted. 
Ancient Egyptians believed shav-

ing was associated with cleanliness. 
Greeks were proud of their beards, 
which symbolised authority and 
wisdom. Roman whiskers tended to 
be less luxurious and neater, while 
Vikings sported large beards and 
moustaches, their fearsome appear-
ance adding to their formidable rep-
utation in combat. Conversely, later 
armies often discouraged facial hair 
as beards could be seized in battle by 
the enemy to incapacitate a soldier.

Beards thrived in the UK in the 
Medieval and Tudor periods. Most of 
Elizabeth I’s key advisers have beards 
in their portraits. Charles I (1600-
1649) famously sported a small and 
neatly trimmed beard, combined with 
a moustache. His whiskers may have 
been famed but they did not prevent 
his execution. Then, the late 17th and 
18th century witnessed the return of 
the clean shave in Europe, providing 
abundant work for barbers.

In the early 19th century, beards 
returned with a lourish. But they 
were associated with left-wing, an-
ti-capitalist revolutionaries. Just pic-
ture Karl Marx.

Fashions changed again from 
the 1850s. As revolutions across Eu-
rope were extinguished, in Britain 
the Victorians enthusiastically em-
braced beards and muttonchops – big 
long side burns that connect with 
a moustache. For them, the beard 
signaled power, masculinity and 
status. This was an age when Brit-
ish trade, commerce and industry 
were in the ascendance. Masculini-
ty was therefore on display during 
a period of supreme confidence and 

economic success. This really was a 
time of “peak beard”.
BEARDS AND BUSINESS

Within companies, the beard has 
a mixed history, usually depending on 
contemporary fashions. From 1850 
to 1900, British businessmen usually 
had some form of facial hair. Visit the 
halls of many UK institutions with a 
history back to the 19th century and 
you’ll see a line of portraits of men 
with beards.

The Edwardians at the turn of the 
20th century, in contrast, rejected the 
full facial hair of their forebears and 
adopted the moustache. At a practi-
cal level, those ighting in World War 
I shaved off their beards to ensure 
their gas masks itted properly. But 
they often retained their moustaches. 
The preference for a smooth shave 
with only a moustache followed 
thereafter during a period of mixed 
economic fortunes for British busi-
ness, interrupted by two world wars 
and disrupted by the loss of Empire.

As successive generations at-
tempted to move away from the one 
before them, the beard found favour 
again in the hippy-in luenced 1960s 
and 1970s. The Beatles led this trend. 
Facial hair fell out of fashion in the 
1980s and 1990s, when trustworthi-
ness in business was signalled by a 
clean shave. Indeed, companies such 
as HSBC even had a “clean shave” 
policy at this time, according to ar-
chivists I’ve spoken to there. This was 
an era of Margaret Thatcher, Ronald 
Reagan and free-market capitalism. 
And, of course, more women were 
visible in both politics and business. 

Re lecting the face of corpora-
tions, company portraits re lect 

trends in the appearance of busi-
nessmen and women. More recently 
they also re lect changes in the way 
that companies project their identi-
ty. They are no longer merely a pro-
cession of middle-aged, white, se-
nior male managers with beards, as 
seen in the portraits of 19th-century 
bankers. Banks now display imag-
es that are more diverse – of people 
from various levels of the company, 
of women and different ethnicities. 
Thus, the company portrait survives 
but re lects progression in the society 
in which it is embedded.

Changing fashions in facial hair 
also opens opportunities for busi-
ness. Barbers’ services and beard 
products allow men to groom in style. 
This reinforces the growing trend for 
men to spend more time and money 
on their appearance, a trend which 
shows no sign of abating. A growing 
popularity of beards is, obviously, 
less good for those producing razors.

Facial hair has traditionally sig-
nalled masculinity. As 21st-century 
businesses are, of course, gender di-
verse, facial hair will never be the es-
sential work accessory, but rather a 
style choice and positive vehicle for 
charity fundraising through initiatives 
including Movember and Decembeard.

After recent research in the Jour-
nal of Evolutionary Biology found 
that all women questioned preferred 
men with facial hair, there may be more 
than just a business case for men to 
keep their whiskers. Whatever the mo-
tivation for hair growth, it looks like the 
beard will always be with us.

[the writer is Associate Professor 
in Business History, Henley Business 

School, University of Reading]

COLLEEN P. KIRK
theconversation.com

Black Friday, the most celebrated shopping 
day of the year, abounds with tales of ist-
ights over discounted televisions or even 

stampedes as consumers rush to get that low-
priced sweater they saw in an ad.

Many people chalk it up to bad behavior. But 
marketers like me have a term to describe one feel-
ing that contributes to it: psychological ownership.

Have you ever felt as if another driver stole your 
parking spot? Or were supremely miffed when 
someone else nabbed the last red sweater that you 
had your eye on? And isn’t it irritating when some-
one else receives credit for your idea? If so, you ex-
perienced psychological ownership.

In other words, we often take ownership over 
a thing or service in our minds before we actually 
give up the cash that makes it legally ours. And re-
tailers use this psychological trick to get us to buy 
more of their stuff – or spend more. It also makes 
us more likely to brag about our purchases, valu-
able word-of-mouth advertising for those brands.

While the concept itself is well-known, there’s 
been little research on how people actually react 
when someone seems to infringe on their psycholog-
ical ownership. My colleagues Joann Peck and Scott 
Swain and I conducted several studies to ind out. 
THAT FEELING THAT SOMETHING IS YOURS

Psychological ownership is an important con-
cept in marketing. Sellers are motivated to elicit it 
because having it makes you want to buy their goods.

An example of this is potato chip maker Lay’s 
“Do Me a Flavor” contest, which began in 2008 and 
invited customers to suggest and vote on new chip 
lavors. By tickling customers’ sense of ownership 

in the product and the brand, it was a remarkable 
success in markets around the world.

But it doesn’t have to be a major campaign. A simple 
ad or invitation to touch can have the same impact.

There are three factors that foster psychologi-
cal ownership:

 If you can touch or control something or 
even imagine doing so. An example is put-
ting something in your shopping cart – 
whether physical or virtual online.

 If you have customized something or in-
vested your efforts in designing it. When 
the server brings the food to your table 
and places your dish in front of someone 
else, you’re quick to say, “That’s mine.”

 Intimate knowledge. If you grew up with a 
product, have always used it or have a special 
or unique way of using it, the odds are good 
you feel psychological ownership over it.

Furthermore, you can feel psychological owner-
ship over pretty much anything that doesn’t legally 
belong to you, from the last chocolate truf le in a 
display case to the dream home you found on Zil-
low, and even intangible things like ideas.
PSYCHOLOGICAL OWNERSHIP IN ACTION

To ind out how people react when their psy-
chologically owned property is threatened, my col-

leagues and I conducted a series of experiments. 
Each was designed to elicit or manipulate feelings 
of ownership in consumers and then have other 
people communicate, or signal, psychological own-
ership of the same product.

In the irst one, 58 college students participated 
in a simulated dining study in our lab. At one point, 

they each poured themselves a cup of coffee from a 
bar and customized it with condiments like sugar, 
frothed milk and syrup, which helped create strong 
feelings of ownership of the coffee.

Later, after serving participants a piece of cake 
at their table, a waiter asked, “Is everything OK?” 
The waiter also, in half the cases, moved their cof-
fee cup for no apparent reason.

After the “bill” came, we found that participants 
whose coffee cup was moved tipped the server 25 
percent less. In a subsequent survey, these partic-
ipants reported that they felt the server had in-
fringed on their territory and said they’d be less 
likely to return to such a restaurant.

A second experiment extended this territorial 
feeling to something less tangible: an artistic de-
sign. As part of volunteer work for a local nonprof-
it, 162 university students decorated folders for 
children’s educational materials. They either cop-
ied a design onto the folder – which elicits low psy-
chological ownership – or created their own design 
– leading to high psychological ownership. After 
they inished, a staff member walked up to half the 
participants and said, “That looks like my design!”

Later, as the staff member left the room, she 
“accidentally” dropped a pen, supposedly without 
noticing. We found that participants who designed 
their own folder and were told by the worker that it 
looked like hers were 66 percent less likely to pick 
up the pen and return it.

A later survey showed that these participants 
indeed felt that the staff member infringed on what 
they considered theirs. As a result, they were also less 
likely to donate to the nonpro it or volunteer again.

Interestingly, they reported they would be more 
likely to post a sel ie with their folder on social me-
dia – in other words, they tried to defend their psy-
chological ownership by communicating their own 
claim to ownership.
LIMITS OF PSYCHOLOGICAL OWNERSHIP

Other similar experiments showed there are 
some limits to psychological ownership and who’s 

more susceptible.
One such experiment, conducted online, in-

volved asking participants to imagine they were 
queuing to buy a comfy sweater for an upcoming 
social event and told to close their eyes and pic-
ture themselves wearing it. They were then told, 
at random, to imagine either that another custom-

er reached out and touched the sweater or asked 
permission to do so. We found that asking irst re-
duced the participant’s feeling of infringement and 
tendency to respond territorially.

In a separate experiment, we wanted to see if 
more narcissistic people were more likely to re-
spond territorially when someone infringed on 
their “property,” in this case a delicious-looking 
pizza. We elicited psychological ownership of the 
pizza by asking participants to imagine they had 
traveled a long distance just to get it.

As they were standing in front of the pizza 
stand, a stranger came up and said either “I am not 
familiar with this pizza” or “I know this pizza well. I 
call this pizza ‘Antonio’” – the latter phrase meant to 
signal ownership. At the end of the survey, we mea-
sured narcissism using a common personality scale.

We found that customers who scored high on 
narcissism expected others to be more aware of 
their feelings of ownership. Thus, they were more 
likely to feel infringed upon and respond territori-
ally to the stranger who signaled ownership.
HOW TO COPE

Together, these studies demonstrate we really 
don’t like it when others show signs of ownership 
of something we feel is “ours,” particularly if we 
believe they should know of our prior claim. Fur-
thermore, we might retaliate when given a chance.

Consumer responses when this happens can vary 
from simply abandoning the location to talking bad-
ly about the business or person involved. In other 
words, companies that play on this feeling of psycho-
logical ownership to spur sales should bear in mind 
that there’s a cost as well, particularly when a product 
or its low price is scarce, such as on Black Friday.

So as you hunt for bargains in the coming 
weeks, bear in mind that psychological ownership 
sets in long before a cashier puts your stuff – or a 
fellow shopper’s – in a bag. My best advice is be po-
lite. There’s usually enough for everyone.

[the writer is Assistant Professor of 
Marketing, New York Institute of Technology]
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Limited options when 
the landscape changes

Tripura to do away with Left-era school syllabus
A , N  24 (PTI): 
The Tripura government 
has decided to do away with 
the school syllabus intro-
duced by the previous 
Left Front regime and in-
stead follow the curriculum 
on the CBSE pattern.

Information about 
the change of school syl-
labus from the next aca-
demic session was given 
to the state legislative 
assembly by Education 
minister Ratan Lal Nath 
on Friday evening.

He also said that stu-
dents would be taught 
from National Council 
of Educational Research 
and Training (NCERT) 
textbooks.

“The government 
would introduce NCERT 
textbooks and CBSE syl-
labus from the next ac-
ademic session in place 
of the present curricu-

lum prescribed by the 
State Council of Edu-
cational Research and 
Training,” Nath said.

A team of NCERT 
experts is scheduled to 
arrive here on Decem-
ber 3 to impart a three-
month-long training to 
the teachers about the 
new syllabus, he added.

“We shall introduce 
complete NCERT text-
books and CBSE sylla-
bus from next academic 
year, because the stu-
dents in our state are 
lagging behind the 
standard of the coun-
try. We want them 
to be as competitive 
as students of other 
states,” Nath informed 
the assembly.

“The previous Left 
Front regime had in-
dulged in crimsonisa-
tion of the school cur-

riculum by teaching 
wrong lessons to stu-
dents,” Nath alleged.

Shortly after com-
ing to power in March 
this year ending the 
25-year uninterrupted 
rule of the CPI(M)-
led Left Front, the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP)-Indigenous Peo-
ple’s Front of Tripu-
ra (IPFT) government 
had set up an expert 
committee on the change 
of school syllabus.

The panel has rec-
ommended NCERT 
curriculum along with 
the implementation of 
the Central Board of 
Secondary Education 
(CBSE) syllabus across 
all government and gov-
ernment-aided schools 
in the state.

BJP’s Chief Whip in 
the assembly Kalyani 

Roy had recently men-
tioned about a con-
troversy in which a 
school in Unakoti dis-
trict had asked class 
9 students to write a 
short note on the ruling 
BJP in an examination.

The question paper 
had gone viral on social 
media over the matter.

Nath said the educa-
tion department exam-
ined the question paper 
and found that the sylla-
bus included a chapter 
on electoral politics and 
political parties.

“I was surprised by 
media reports on this is-
sue. I inquired and found 
that the syllabus has got 
a chapter on the BJP, the 
Congress, the CPI(M), the 
CPI etc. School textbooks 
have also got mention of 
rigging and booth cap-
turing,” the minister said.

ULFA(I) claims 
responsibility for 

Sibsagar grenade attack
G , N  24 
(PTI): The banned 
ULFA (Independent) 
on Saturday claimed 
responsibility for the 
grenade attack in 
Sibsagar district on 
Thursday that killed 
two people. A grenade 
had exploded at a 
hardware shop in the 
Demow Chariali area 
of the district, killing a 
customer, Anup Gupta, 
and the shopowner, Kamal 
Agarwal, on Thursday.

“We take responsibil-
ity for Thursday’s explo-
sion and sooner or later 
stern action will be taken 
against those who betray 
us. But our target was not 
the customer Anup Gup-
ta but the owner of the 
shop,” ULFA(I) Assistant 
Secretary Publicity and 
Information Arunodoy 
Asom said in an e-mailed 
statement.

The out it expressed 
condolences to Gupta’s 
family saying “our hearts 
go out to them”. The or-
ganisation, however, 
denied any role in the 
killings of ive persons 
at Dhola in Tinsukia dis-
trict on November 1, as 
claimed by the Assam po-
lice and National Investi-

gation Agency (NIA).
Unidenti ied gunmen 

in battle fatigue had shot 
dead ive Bengali speak-
ing individuals, including 
three members of a fami-
ly, on November 1.

“We had clari ied ear-
lier that the ULFA (I) is 
not responsible for the 
Tinsukia incident and 
we challenge the NIA to 
tell the people of Assam 
on what basis they are 
accusing us of the kill-
ings,” Asom said in the 
statement.

Director General of 
Police, Kuladhar Saikia, 
had said on Thursday 
that the ULFA (I) was 
behind the Tinsukia kill-
ings. According to the 
preliminary investiga-
tions conducted by po-
lice and NIA, there was 
suf icient “technical evi-
dence” about a six-mem-
ber team of the ULFA-I 
being behind the Tin-
sukia iring incident, the 
DGP had said.

Regarding ULFA (I) 
denial about its involve-
ment in the Tinsukia 
killings, the DGP had said 
the police was not paying 
any importance to the 
clari ication issued by 
the out it.

ROADS  &  BRIDGES DEPARTMENT
GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM

GANGTOK
Memo No..433./MSD /R&B/2018-19                                                                                    Date.23/11/2018.

CORRIGENDUM
Reference R.O. number 488/IPR/PUB/CLASSI/18-19 dated: 21/11/2018 published in local news paper for 
the construction of various Fair weather road under Mangan Sub division ,for which tender date has been
re-schedule as follows:
  ( Dzongu Constituency)

RONGNYOO LEPCHA

Land is important aspect in every culture. It is 
sacred. It is subsistence. It is a resource and it 
is un-exhausting. People have been living in har-

mony with their land since time immemorial. First it 
was free, humans and animals lived depending on one 
another. Then territories were formed, people started 
marking boundaries marking their resources. Wars 
broke out in attempts to seize more land. Many were 
massacred to capture the land and the same land was 
used to replenish a new civilization. Slowly land was 
valued in gold and silver and today in the current cur-
rencies. It still continues to be one of the most valu-
able commodities.

The indigenous population have always consid-
ered their land to be sacred. It is not just a resource 
the communities and their land are connected 
spiritually. For them it is where their ancestors 
reside, it protects and provides for them. In the 
modern world where change and development is 
inevitable there are rising issues like land alien-
ation which is becoming more and more common 
at an alarming rate. In the name of development, 
lands are being taken from indigenous popula-
tions. The recent case in Gujarat where almost sev-
enty-two villages were affected with the construc-
tion of the Statue of Unity. These communities lost 
their ancestral land forever which no amount of 
reparation can fill the sentimental damage. There 
has been lots of indigenous movements in the 
past in order to protect lands across the globe for 
example, the Dakota Access Pipeline project, was 
met by a mass protest by the indigenous Ameri-
can Indians to protest against the pipeline being 
built on their ancestral lands, there were casual-
ties but they fought together and it was a success 
in the end.

Even in Sikkim a mass protest was conducted by 
the Lepchas not only of Sikkim but from Kalimpong 
and Darjeeling to protest against the dams being built 
in Dzongu which is considered to be the sacred land 
for the community. They managed to stop a few dams 
but irrespective of that, the remaining dams was still 
built and the low of the river changed forever; in the 
process changing the ecosystem of the river. Till date 
the community continues to ight to protect their sa-
cred land. 

A few years back there was a massive landslide 
due to slope failure in Dzongu, which formed an 
artificial lake in Mantam. This created a series of 
problems for people on the “other side of the riv-
er”. I accompanied one of my fellow researcher to 
Tingvong as we had chosen the same field area. 
We halted in Mangan for a week as the there was 
heavy rainfall and all transportation had stopped. 
On the day of the journey we took the local service 
till the Mantam Lake and had to cross the river on 
foot till the other side where another vehicle await-
ed us which would take us till the village. The wa-
ter was slowly covering the residential areas, the 
houses which were near the edge of the banks of 
the river were slowly getting pulled in. people were 
forced to evacuate their homes and their land due 

to the disaster. We crossed the river along with the 
residences from Tingvong and got to the village. 
As we spent more and more time in the village we 
observed traveling in and out of the villages got 
challenging and with that the costs of commodities 
entering the villages rose. There were problems in 
replenishing the depleting rations. At first there 
were rafts provided for crossing the river but the 
rising silt accumulations stopped the rafts from 
moving in a few days then the people had to depend 
on an incomplete bridge to cross the river. No bars 
on either sides of the bridge for safety, some of the 
planks were missing leaving a huge gap in between 
to cross it the locals had tied bamboos very roughly, 
these were slippery and one wrong step could lead 
to a fall, possibilities were one could either break 
ones bones or even their neck. There were two 
cylinders tied to the bridge to prevent the bridge 
from swinging too much, crossing which with the 
luggage on our backs, for a moment I felt my heart 
in my throat. While we were still in the field a res-
ident of the village while trying to cross the bridge 
slipped and fell. Fortunately she survived but with 
severe lacerations from the fall. 

Even after safely crossing the bridge there was 
another hurdle waiting. We got stuck in knee lev-
el of mud and crossing it was the most frustrating 
ordeal I have gone through till now. With the ruck-
sacks pushing us down with its weight we got stuck 
further. There was even a time where I threw away 
my umbrella out of sheer frustration. For us this 
was just one day of trouble but for the people there 
it was a daily routine. As the lake was announced as 
Mensalong Lake after the great spiritual hero of 
the Lepchas there is little to nil chance that there 
will be measures taken to lower the water level 
of the lake; in hopes that the lake will boost the 
tourist inflow and bring about development. On 
one hand it aims at the development of the area 
but on the other hand development is again moving 
at a snail’s pace. 

It has been a few years since the lakes was 
formed but a proper bridge for the people was only 
completed this year catalyzed by desperate situa-
tions. We are the led to question, are people be-
ing manipulated in the name of development? Do 
the wants of a few suffice for the whole village? 
It only makes one wonder do we need these devel-
opment on the cost of losing the land and people. 
Suffering a lifetime in hopes of material gain?

The other thing that was a major concern for 
the village was the availability of medical facili-
ties. Mainly during monsoon as the water makes it 
difficult to travel and the sick were unable to avail 
medical services. There were around eight preg-
nant women in the village out of which six had left 
the village foreseeing the situation and only two re-
mained. These are just few cases but they have been 
going through this for a long period of time. 

But then winter comes and all the troubles are 
forgotten. People come to the lake for picnics and 
enhoy the view of Mensalong Lake. The sight of 
the disaster is slowly being covered by vegeta-
tion. But the after waves has set a process in mo-

tion and the same frantic ordeal to be repeated the 
next monsoon. 

[the writer is PhD Scholar, Department 
of Anthropology, Sikkim University] 
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Mother Mary wins historic sixth 
World Championships title

PHILEM DIPAK SINGH
N  D , N  24 
(PTI): India’s MC Mary 
Kom Saturday won a 
historic sixth gold in the 
Women’s World Cham-
pionships, the mother-
of-three doing, without 
breaking a sweat, what no 
other woman boxer has 
done or known before.

The 35-year-old 
Mary Kom out-classed 
Ukraine’s Hanna Okhota 
in an unanimous 5-0 ver-
dict in the 48kg category 
summit bout.

The Olympic bronze 
medallist came into the 
all-important bout opti-
mistic of adding to her 
five world champion-
ships titles, and, with-
out an iota of doubt, 
she walked the talk 
against Okhota.

The feisty Manipuri 
now has an incredible 
six gold and one silver 
in the World Champion-
ships. The last time she 
won the top prize in the 
showpiece was in 2010, 
in Bridgetown, Barbados.

Before this World 
Championships, Mary 
Kom was tied with Ire-
land’s Katie Taylor ( ive 
gold and a bronze) on the 
number of medals won 

by a woman. Taylor now 
plies her trade in the pro-
fessional circuit.

With this gold, ‘Mag-
ni icent Mary’ also 
matched Cuban men’s 
legend Felix Savon as the 
joint most successful pu-
gilist (men and women) 
in the World Champion-
ships history.

Savon, who also won 
three Olympic gold med-
als during his illustrious 
career, won six gold 

and one silver in heavy-
weight in the World 
Championships between 
1986 and 1989.

Mary Kom won a sil-
ver in the inaugural edi-
tion in 2001 and then 
went on to win a gold 
each in the next five 
consecutive editions -- 
2002, 2005, 2006, 2008 
and 2010.

Overwhelmed, Mary 
Kom broke down after 
coming out the ring as 

she went around to greet 
the packed stadium and 
the assembled of icials.

Wrapped in the 
tri-colour, she thanked 
her fans for their “un-
stinted” support.

“I am a little bit emo-
tional. There is no (48kg) 
weight category in the 
Olympic Games. Because 
of your love and sup-
port, I feel I will be able 
to qualify for 2020 Tokyo 
Olympics. Four years ago, 

I was not able to qualify 
for Rio. I am still suffer-
ing from that,” she said.

“Thank you for your 
love and support. I 
don’t have anything to 
give except for a gold 
in the country. I know 
it will be a bit difficult 
for me to win a gold in 
Tokyo as I will have to 
ight in 51kg.”

Mary Kom claimed a 
bronze at the 2012 Lon-
don Games.

Dystopia in ‘Ghoul’ helped express what we wanted 
to without getting lynched: director Graham

RADHIKA SHARMA
P , N  24 (PTI): Director 
Patrick Graham on Saturday said 
the dystopian setting of horror se-
ries “Ghoul” provided a base for 
the story that the team wanted to 
narrate “without getting lynched”.

The Net lix India Original follows 
a prisoner who arrives at a remote 
military interrogation centre and 
turns the tables on his interroga-
tors, exposing their most shameful 
secrets. It featured Radhika Apte, 
Manav Kaul and Mahesh Balraj.

Graham said they wanted to steer 
clear of making any direct comment 
on the current situation in India.

“I think the reason the dysto-
pia came about was because we 
were worried about making too 
obvious a comment on contempo-
rary India. We thought we should 
distance it slightly from reality 
to kind of allow us to explore 
areas that otherwise we might 
have tried to tread carefully on.

“So we kind of set it in an alter-
native kind of near future which I 
think kind of helped us express what 
we wanted to express without get-
ting lynched,” the director said.

He was speaking at NDFC’s Film 
Bazaar Knowledge Series session 
“The ‘Horror Platter’”, moderated 
by ilmmaker Bhaskar Hazarika.

Graham said the script origi-
nally was penned for a two-hour 
ilm, not a three-part series.

“It was always in the back of my 
mind that we were setting it in a 
slightly dystopian skewed reality 
but being able to add on in the be-
ginning like allowing me to explore 
the dystopia a lot more. So it kind of 
developed a lot more,” he added.

Graham said that horror does not 
have to have a supernatural element.

He explained that Stanley 
Kubrick’s “The Shining” would have 
been horri ic “even if you take away 
the haunted house” as the elements 
of “domestic violence” and “men-
tal illness” would still be there.

This was something he incor-
porated in “Ghoul” with the torture 
at the detention centre, he said.

Also part of the panel were writ-

er-director duo Raj & DK and “Tum-
baad” cinematographer Pankaj Kumar.

“Stree” co-writer Raj Nidimoru 
said that he grew up on ilms that 
were “wrong inspirations”. Be it the 
ilm “The Flesh Eaters”, that was his 
irst image of a horror and left him 

aghast for as it “didn’t have any sense 
to it” or the legend of Nale Ba that 
he and partner Krishna DK heard 
when they were studying engine.

“We do a lot of things out of su-
perstitions and mob mentality. That 
this will ward off a ghost or evil. So 
pretty much all the inherent Indian 
urban legends that I have heard of 
always had something that was illog-
ical or something that was missing.

“So ‘Stree’ formed that where it 

could represent perfectly 
that what we are afraid 
of and when we step 
back, it looks kind of fun-
ny. This idea came about. 
We could turn it on its 
head. We were looking 
for something that would 
satisfy us more as ilm-
makers where you are 
doing more than just 
as a genre,” Raj said.

He said it was en-
couraging to see the 
horror genre get respect 
which was long due 
and cited the example 
of “Get Out”, that not 
only performed well 
at the box of ice but 

also got nominated for multiple Os-
cars this year. The ilm eventually 
won the Best Original Screenplay 
Award for director Jordan Peele.

“Not only because they are rel-
evant and have something to say 
but also because they don’t do your 
usual tropes to scare you or create 
a situation of false scares. They are 
giving you an atmosphere that it’s 
going to affect you psychologically 
that ‘Oh shit! This is the dystopian 
view of the world.’ They put you in 
a situation that is fearful by itself.

“’Stree’ can also be a block-
buster, where we thought we’ll 
be able to do that or make for 
mainstreaming,” Raj said.

Coric, Cilic put Croatia on 
brink of Davis Cup title

L  (F ), N  24 
(AFP): Croatia moved to 
the brink of a second Da-
vis Cup title on Friday as 
straight-set victories for 
Marin Cilic and Borna Co-
ric gave them a 2-0 lead 
over reigning champions 
France in the inal.

The visitors were 
dominant throughout 
the day in front of a ca-
pacity crowd at the Stade 
Pierre-Mauroy in Lille as 
Yannick Noah’s France 
failed make the most of 
home advantage and the 
clay court.

Coric got Croatia 
off to the best possible 
start with a 6-2, 7-5, 6-4 
thrashing of Jeremy 
Chardy, who was a sur-
prise selection by Noah 
ahead of Benoit Paire 
and Lucas Pouille, the 
highest-ranked member 
of the French squad.

World number seven 
Cilic then made short 
work of an injury-hit 
Jo-Wilfried Tsonga, who 
needed to take a medi-
cal timeout during the 
third set before suc-
cumbing 6-3, 7-5, 6-4.

“I didn’t lose my 
serve in the match and 
I played outstanding 
tennis throughout,” 
said Cilic. “I am able 
to play all three days. 
I often play all three 
days in Davis Cup. We 
will see with the captain 
(Zeljko Krajan).”

Former Australian 
Open finalist Tsonga, 

now ranked 259 after 
a season plagued by in-
jury problems, failed to 
put Cilic under any real 
pressure, and missed all 
five of the break points 
that did come his way.

“He (Tsonga) has a 
problem with a groin 
muscle,” Noah told 
BeIN Sports.

“In the dressing 
room we wondered if he 
would retire from the 
match, but we thought 
that there where too 
many people here and 
that we still had to play.”

Cilic is bidding for 
redemption this week-
end after blowing a 
two-set lead against 
Juan Martin del Potro 
in the 2016 final when 
victory would have 
sealed Croatia the 
title, and their dou-
bles pairing of Mate 
Pavic and Ivan Dodig 
could finish the job on 
Saturday. They will be 
slight underdogs against 
Pierre-Hugues Herbert 
and Nicolas Mahut, who 
reached the final of the 
ATP Finals in London 
last week.

Victory for Croatia 
would give them their 
final Davis Cup crown 
since 2005, in the final 
staging of the histor-
ic team competition 
before a controversial 
change of format comes 
into place next year. 
“I’m especially proud 
of my players’ mentali-

ty,” said skipper Krajan. 
“The way they handled 
the matches and the 
pressure of the crowd, 
they were very focused, 
very motivated.”

Earlier on Friday, 
world number 12 Coric 
galloped through the 
opening set as Chardy’s 
service temporarily col-
lapsed and went on to 
stroll to easy victory.

Noah stirred con-
troversy  w h e n  h e 
p i c ke d  C h a rdy  fo r 
t h e  o p e n i n g  s i n -
g l e s  ahead of the high-
er-ranked Lucas Pouille.

The plan backfired 
as Chardy, ranked 40 
in the world, failed to 
hold his opening service 
game, which lasted for 
12 minutes and includ-
ed two double faults be-
fore Coric broke.

Chardy lost 14 
points in succession to 
find himself 0-4 down 
and the opening set all 
but lost.

The 31-year-old 
Frenchman fought back 
gamely in the second 
set, though, to lead 5-4. 
However with the home 
crowd noisily cheering 
Chardy, Coric held his 
nerve and his serve to 
take the set 7-5.

The 22-year-old Coric 
needed a brief medical 
time-out when he led 
4-3 in the third set but 
returned to complete a 
convincing win and put 
Croatia in front.

PSG to face disciplinary 
board for racial pro iling

P , N  24 (AP): Par-
is Saint-Germain is facing 
possible disciplinary ac-
tion by the French league 
for its scouts’ use of ra-
cial pro iling.

The French Football 
Federation ethics board 
said after hearings on 
Friday with PSG direc-
tor general Jean-Claude 
Blanc and others that 
it decided to forward 
the case to the French 
league’s disciplinary 
commission. The feder-
ation’s statement said 

the hearings established 
“that iles mentioning 
an ethnic origin were in-
deed used in PSG recruit-
ment cells until 2018.”

But the ethics board 
also backed PSG’s posi-
tion that there was no 
proven case of discrimi-
nation.

French law prohibits 
the collection of personal 
data that shows the ra-
cial or ethnic origins of 
individuals.

PSG has acknowl-
edged that forms with “il-

legal content were used 
between 2013 and 2018.” 
But it declined respon-
sibility for implement-
ing the policy after the 
Mediapart news website 
reported that, up until 
this year, scouts were 
asked by PSG to men-
tion the origin of pos-
sible recruits accord-
ing to four categories: 
“Francais” (French), 
“Maghrebin” (North Afri-
can), “Antillais” (West In-
dian), and “Afrique noire” 
(Black African).

Shamim beats Gaurav 
in play-off, retains title

D , N  24 (PTI): 
Seasoned golfer Shamim 
Khan of Delhi got the 
better of Noida’s Gaurav 
Pratap Singh in a nail-
biting play-off to retain 
the title at the IndianOil 
Servo Masters Golf 
tournament here on 
Saturday.

Shamim (70-70-65-
74) had edged out Veer 
Ahlawat in a playoff last 
year at the Digboi Golf 
Links and he repeated 
the feat for the second 
year in succession after 
Gaurav (72-68-69-70) 
took him into the playoff.

After the two golf-
ers were tied at the top 
at nine-under-279 fol-
lowing the regulation 
72 holes, Shamim beat 
Gaurav on the third extra 
hole to pocket his third 
title in Digboi and secure 
his 16th win overall.

“This win comes as a 
huge relief for me as I’ve 
been struggling with an 
upper back injury since 
the start of the second 
half of the season. The in-
jury has improved slight-
ly but still gives me trou-
ble. I’ve somehow played 
through it as the upper 
back isn’t much of a fac-
tor in golf.

“With this win I can 
look forward to steady 
progress in the money 
list over the remain-
ing three events of the 
season.”

Shamim began the 
day as title favourite as 
he enjoyed a command-
ing four-shot lead after 
round three.

The two-time and 
reigning PGTI Order of 
Merit champion, howev-
er, slipped on the final 
day as his hitting and 
putting form deserted 
him resulting in four 

bogeys in exchange for 
two birdies.

Nonetheless, Shamim 
used all his experience 
to hold on to his lead till 
the end.

Gaurav, four off the 
lead in tied second after 
day three, struggled in 
the irst half of his inal 
round as he was two-
over till the 10th.

But he then made 
a brave charge on the 
back-nine by stitching 
together ive birdies and 
just one bogey on the last 
six holes.

Gaurav, who won his 
only title on the PGTI 
nine years back, drove 
the green on the 14th 
and sank putts from a 
range of eight to 20 feet 
on the 13th, 17th and 
18th to stretch the match 
into a playoff.

In the playoff, the 
deadlock continued for 
the irst two holes as 
both players made pars. 
On the decisive third ex-
tra hole, Gaurav missed 
his par putt from three 
feet while Shamim 
drained it from two feet 
to emerge champion.

Shamim thus took 
home the winning cheque 
worth Rs. 7,27,425 to 
move up from 15th to 
eighth in the 2018 PGTI 
Order of Merit.

Chandigarh’s Haren-
dra Gupta, who was also 
four behind the lead in 
tied second after round 
three, carded a 71 on 
day four to inish third at 
eight-under-280.

Mukesh Kumar of 
Mhow, a six-time cham-
pion in Digboi, claimed 
fourth place at ive-un-
der-283 while Kolkata’s 
Shankar Das, a three-
time winner, ended ifth 
and four-under-284.

Taiwan votes in local elections 
amid pressure from China

Taipei, Nov 24 (AP): Tai-
wanese began voting in 
midterm local elections 
Saturday seen as a refer-
endum on the indepen-
dence-leaning adminis-
tration of President Tsai 
Ing-wen, amid growing 
pressure from the island’s 
powerful rival China.

The elections that fol-
low Tsai’s landslide victo-
ry in 2016 will decide the 
races for 22 mayors and 
county magistrates along 
with thousands of local of-
icials. Driven from power 

two years ago, the oppo-
sition Nationalists, known 
also as the KMT, hope to re-
gain territory from the rul-
ing Democratic Progressive 
Party by emphasizing their 
pro-business image and 

a more accommodating 
line toward Beijing. Since 
her election in 2016, Tsai 
has walked a ine line on 
relations with China, main-
taining Taiwan’s de facto 
independent status that the 
vast majority of Taiwanese 
support, while avoiding calls 
from the more radical ele-
ments of her party for moves 
to declare formal separation 
from the mainland.

China has been ratch-
eting-up pressure on the 
island it claims as its own 
territory by poaching 
away its diplomatic part-
ners, cutting of icial con-
tacts and staging threaten-
ing military exercises.

China resents Tsai for 
her refusal to endorse its 
stance that the self-gov-

erning island democracy 
is a part of the Chinese na-
tion. But the Nationalists 
won just six of the may-
oral and magistrate seats 
in the 2014 local races as 
voters rejected their close 
ties with China. Tsai went 
on to beat the Nationalist 
candidate for president.

“The hostility between 
mainland China and Tai-
wan has been very pro-
found for people over the 
past two years, and for 
relations to be stuck like 
now is really bad for the 
economic development of 
our country,” said Taipei 
voter Hung Wei-chi. The 
marketing professional said 
he supported the Nation-
alist mayoral candidate in 
his hometown Taipei. 
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Bahrain votes for new parliament 
but opposition is absent

D , N  24 (AP): 
Polls opened in Bahrain 
on Saturday to elect a 
new parliament, but ab-
sent from the ballot is the 
country’s Shiite-domi-
nated opposition, whose 
most prominent igures 
are serving lengthy pris-
on sentences.

Up for grabs are 40 
seats in Bahrain’s low-
er house of parliament 
and 30 municipal coun-
cil seats. Runoffs will be 
held next month.

It’s the second elec-
tion in Bahrain since 
mass protests led by the 
country’s Shiite majority 
erupted in early 2011.

The government, 
which is ruled by a Sun-
ni monarchy, crushed 
the Arab Spring-inspired 
protests with help from 
Saudi and Emirati forc-
es, but disenfranchised 
Shiite youth continue 
to hold scattered street 
protests in the tiny Per-

sian Gulf nation. Rights 
groups say Saturday’s 
vote is taking place in a 
repressive environment 
that is not conducive to 
free elections.

Just before Bahrain 
held its last parliamenta-
ry elections in 2014, the 
country’s largest opposi-
tion bloc, Al-Wefaq, was 
suspended.

Fourteen Shiite can-
didates won seats in 
those elections, which 
were boycotted by much 
of the Shiite-dominated 
opposition.

Since then, Al-Wefaq 
has been ordered dis-
solved and its leader, 
Sheikh Ali Salman, has 
been sentenced to life 
in prison.

Courts also dissolved 
the secular Waad group 
and closed the last inde-
pendent newspaper in 
the country, Al-Wasat.

Just this month, pros-
ecutors detained and 

charged a former law-
maker for expressing his 
intention on Twitter to 
boycott the elections.

Prosecutors say the 
tweets sought to “ham-
per the democratic pro-
cess.” More than 100 Bah-
rainis have been stripped 
of their nationality in re-
cent years, forced to take 
up residence in Iraq and 
other countries.

Human Rights Watch 
noted that in June, King 
Hamad signed legislation 
that disquali ies oppo-
sition candidates from 
these elections by ban-
ning anyone who be-
longed to a dissolved 
political organisation 
or who was previous-
ly convicted and sen-
tenced to more than 
six months in prison 
from running for politi-
cal office.

“By jailing or silenc-
ing people who challenge 
the ruling family and 

banning all opposition 
parties and independent 
news outlets, Bahrain is 
failing to create the con-
ditions necessary for a 
free election,” said Lama 
Fakih, deputy Middle 
East director at Human 
Rights Watch.

The government, 
however, has defended 
the election as free and 
fair, saying the vote is 
being monitored by the 
judiciary and local civil 
society groups.

The state-run Bahrain 
News Agency carried a 
report in the lead-up to 
the election saying those 
barred from running had 
been found guilty of vio-
lating the law.It accused 
some of the barred oppo-
sition groups of receiving 
support from Iran and 
Qatar, which Bahrain has 
repeatedly accused of 
sowing instability.

Some Shiite protest-
ers have taken up arms 

amid the crackdown and 
have carried out attacks 
on security forces.

The government ac-
cuses Iran’s paramil-
itary Revolutionary 
Guard of training and 
supporting them.

Bahrain, a nation of 
around 760 square ki-
lometers (290 square 
miles) in size, is home to 
some 1.4 million people.

About half are Bah-
raini citizens, the major-
ity of them Shiite.

There are 365,467 el-
igible voters.

The island is also 
home to the US Navy’s 
5th Fleet and a new Brit-
ish naval base.

The country has been 
ruled since the 1780s by 
the Al Khalifa family.

King Hamad, who 
took the throne in 1999, 
initially took steps to 
move the country from 
an absolute monarchy to 
a constitutional one.

Doval, Wang hold India-
China border talks

Koreas gain UN 
sanctions exemption 
for joint rail survey

Lankan Prez Sirisena to pen 
book on current political crisis

S , N  24 (AP): 
South Korea said Satur-
day that the United Na-
tions Security Council 
granted an exemption to 
sanctions that will allow 
surveys on North Kore-
an railroad sections the 
Koreas want to connect 
with the South.

The surveys would 
require the South to 
bring to the North fuel 
and a variety of goods, 
including possibly cars to 
test on northern tracks.

The Koreas plan to 
hold a groundbreaking 
ceremony by the end of 
the year on an ambitious 
project to connect their 
railways and roads as 
agreed by their leaders.

But beyond surveys 
and tape-cuttings, they 
cannot move much fur-
ther along without the 
lifting of US-led sanctions 
against North Korea, 
which isn’t likely before 
Pyongyang takes irmer 
steps toward relinquish-
ing its nuclear weapons 
and missiles. The plan 
to modernise North Ko-
rea’s outdated railways 
and roads and reconnect 
them with the South was 
among many agreements 
reached between North 
Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un and South Korean 
President Moon Jae-in, 
who met three times this 
year amid a diplomatic 
push that eased ten-
sions over the North’s 
nuclear program.

Kim also met with 
President Donald Trump 
in Singapore in June, 
when they issued a 
statement about a nucle-
ar-free Korean Peninsula 
without describing how 
or when it would occur.

North Korea insists 
that sanctions should 
be removed first before 
any progress in nuclear 
negotiations.

There’s also unease 
between the United 
States and South Korea 
over the pace of inter-Ko-

rean engagement, which 
Washington says should 
move in tandem with US-
led efforts to denuclear-
ise the North.

South Korea initially 
said that the joint sur-
veys of North Korean 
railroads wouldn’t vio-
late UN sanctions and 
had hoped to start them 
in October. Seoul later 
said that Washington had 
different views and the 
two sides had discussed 
the matter in a newly 
launched working group.

Even if the North 
takes concrete steps to-
ward denuclearisation 
and gains sanctions re-
lief, experts say updating 
North Korean rail net-
works and trains, which 
creak slowly along the 
rails that were irst built 
in the early 20th century, 
would require a massive 
effort that could take de-
cades and tens of billions 
of dollars.

Moon’s of ice re-
leased a statement say-
ing it was meaningful 
that the plan to jointly 
examine North Korean 
railroads gained “recog-
nition and support from 
the United States and 
international communi-
ty” and that the project 
would allow inter-Kore-
an cooperation “enter a 
new level.”

UN sanctions against 
North Korea have 
strengthened signi icant-
ly since 2016 as Pyong-
yang stepped up its 
weapons tests.

The measures now 
include trade bans on 
“dual-use” technology 
that could potentially be 
used for weapons devel-
opment, transport vehi-
cles and machinery and 
import caps on fuel.

Washington’s own 
sanctions against Pyong-
yang restrict an even 
broader range of eco-
nomic activities and tar-
get a larger list of compa-
nies and individuals.

May heads to Brussels 
as Spain threatens 

Brexit summit
B , N  24 
(AFP): British Prime 
Minister Theresa May 
was headed back to 
Brussels on Saturday to 
defend the planned Brex-
it divorce deal even as 
Spain threatened to boy-
cott an EU summit meant 
to endorse it.

May has inal day 
talks scheduled with 
EU leaders Jean-Claude 
Juncker and Donald 
Tusk, although diplo-
mats said the withdraw-
al agreement is inished 
and ready for EU leaders 
to approve on Sunday.

Nothing in the pain-
ful 17-month withdraw-
al process has gone 
smoothly, and on Friday, 
Spain’s Prime Minister 
Pedro Sanchez warned 
he might not attend if 
the leaders do not ac-
knowledge that Madrid 
holds a veto over the 
fate of Gibraltar in any 
post-Brexit negotiation 
of new EU-UK ties.

Visiting Cuba, San-
chez said that Madrid 
must be allowed to ne-
gotiate directly with 
London on Gibraltar and 
give its speci ic assent to 
any changes to its rela-
tionship to the European 
Union in a future agree-
ment between Britain 
and Brussels.

“If there’s no agree-
ment, it’s very clear what 
will happen, there very 
probably won’t be a Eu-
ropean Council” summit, 
he said.

Gibraltar, a tiny rocky 
outcrop home to a port 
and around 30,000 peo-
ple, is a British territory 
claimed by Spain and will 
be a bone of contention 
as London negotiates a 
new relationship with 
Brussels after Brexit day 
on March 29.

Luis Marco Aguiriano 
Nalda, Spain’s secretary 
of state for European af-
fairs, said Madrid wanted 
London to put in writing 
that it shared Madrid’s 
interpretation of the ne-
gotiated Brexit deal texts 
regarding its stance on 
Gibraltar.

“We have demanded 
that it be published by 
the British authorities 
before the European 
Council on Sunday,” said 
in Brussels.

In London, however, 

a Downing Street source 
said he did not know 
what document Aguiria-
no could be referring to 
and added: “We have 
negotiated on behalf 
of the whole of the UK 
family. That includes Gi-
braltar and the overseas 
territories.”

In legal terms, Spain’s 
disapproval would not 
halt the divorce set-
tlement, but it would 
embarrass EU leaders 
keen to show that the 
27 are united.

And, as Aguiriano 
noted, any inal relation-
ship negotiated between 
London and Brussels af-
ter Brexit day on March 
29 would have to be ap-
proved by all remaining 
member states -- giving 
Spain a de facto veto fur-
ther down the line.

KJM VARMA
B , N  24 (PTI): 
National Security Advi-
sor Ajit Doval and Chi-
nese Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi held the 21st 
round of border talks in 
China’s southwestern Si-
chuan province on Satur-
day, of icials said.

Besides the border 
dispute, the two senior 
of icials at the pictur-
esque Dujiangyan city, 
would also review the 
progress made in bilat-
eral ties since the Wuhan 
Summit between Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and President Xi Jinping 
in April, of icials said.

Doval and Wang are 
the designated special 
representatives for bor-
der talks between India 
and China. The talks were 
expected to be concluded 
later Saturday.

This is the irst round 
of talks for Wang af-
ter he succeeded State 
Councillor Yang Jiechi 
earlier this year. Wang 
has become the state 
councillor, a rank higher 
than the foreign minister 
in the Chinese govern-
ment’s hierarchy.

Announcing the talks 
on November 21, Chi-
nese Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Geng Shuang 
presented an upbeat pic-
ture of the bilateral ties 

saying, “We have proper-
ly managed the differenc-
es through dialogue and 
consultation. The border 
areas on the whole main-
tained stability”.

Of icials maintain 
that this round of talks 
may focus more on re-
viewing the progress on 
trade and maintenance 
of peace at borders than 
movement towards a 
solution to the border 
dispute as India is head-
ed for general elections 
next year.

Since the irst-ever 
“informal summit” be-
tween Prime Minister 
Modi and President Xi 
in Wuhan, the two coun-
tries have launched a 
dialogue between trade 
of icials to enhance In-
dia’s exports to China 
to address the over USD 
51-billion trade de icit.

Since then, progress 
has been made towards 
increasing India’s ex-
port of rice, sugar and 
pharmaceuticals. This is 
expected to come under 
review at the talks, of i-
cials said.

Negotiations be-
tween the special repre-
sentatives are regarded 
highly signi icant by both 
the countries as they cov-
er all aspects of bilateral 
ties besides making ef-
forts to resolve the vexed 

border dispute. The In-
dia-China border dispute 
covers 3,488-km-long 
Line of Actual Control. 
China claims Arunachal 
Pradesh as part of south-
ern Tibet.

The last round, held 
in New Delhi between 
Doval and Yang, took 
place in the backdrop of 
the 73-day standoff be-
tween the two militaries 
at Doklam over Chinese 
army’s plan to build a 
road close to India’s stra-
tegic “Chicken’s Neck” 
corridor connecting the 
north-eastern states.

The standoff ended 
after the People’s Lib-
eration Army halted the 
plans to build the road.

Of icials on both sides 
say a lot of spadework 
has been done to ensure 
peace and tranquillity 
at the border, though 
the solution to the 
border dispute is still 
elusive even after 20 
rounds of talks.

Senior defence of i-
cials of India and China 
held the 9th India-China 
Annual Defence and Se-
curity Dialogue in Beijing 
on November 13 after a 
one-year gap due to the 
Doklam standoff. During 
the meeting, both sides 
agreed to enhance de-
fence exchanges and in-
teractions.

C , N  24 (PTI): 
Sri Lankan President Mai-
thripala Sirisena, who last 
month abruptly sacked 
prime minister Ranil 
Wickeremesinghe and re-
placed him with former 
strongman Mahinda Ra-
japksa, will write a book 
on his “unsuccessful po-
litical marriage” with the 
ousted premier.

Sirisena’s controver-
sial action on October 26 
led to a political crisis in 
the country with both 
Wickremesinghe and 
Rajapaksa claiming to 
be the legitimate prime 
minister. Wickremesing-
he termed his dismissal 
as invalid and said he still 
holds a majority in the 
225-member Parliament.

Sirisena, address-
ing a public gathering 
on Friday, said the book 

will be titled ‘My unsuc-
cessful political marriage 
with Ranil’. “I know that 
people are criticising me 
right now. I will tell them 
to wait until I release my 
book,” the President said.

Sirisena claimed that 
despite his action, he had 
not been isolated.

“I know that right 
thinking people are with 
me on this battle against 
the corrupt and the trai-
tors,” he added. Sirise-
na’s announcement came 
hours after Wickeremes-
inghe’s alliance won con-
trol of a powerful panel 
in Parliament, dealing a 
major blow to him and 
his prime ministerial ap-
pointee Rajapaksa.

Former president Ra-
japaksa, who ruled Sri 
Lanka for almost a de-
cade, was unexpectedly 

defeated by his deputy, 
Sirisena, in the presiden-
tial election in January, 
2015 with the support 
from Wickremesinghe’s 
United National Party.

However, the pow-
er-sharing arrangement 
between Sirisena and Wick-
remesinghe became in-
creasingly tenuous on sev-
eral policy matters, mainly 
on economy and security. 
The country is witnessing 
a political stalemate since 
Sirisena sacked Wickrem-
esinghe on October 26.

Sirisena later dis-
solved Parliament, al-
most 20 months before 
its term was to end, and 
ordered snap election. 
The Supreme Court over-
turned Sirisena’s decision 
to dissolve Parliament and 
halted the preparations 
for snap polls. 

Taiwan awaits 
results of 
key election 
test and gay 
marriage vote
T , N  24 (AFP): 
Taiwan voted Saturday 
in key elections for its 
embattled government 
and a divisive gay rights 
referendum which activ-
ists fear could turn back 
the clock on the island’s 
reputation as a trailblaz-
er for marriage equality.

The local elections 
were seen as a mid-term 
test for President Tsai 
Ing-wen, as she faces a 
backlash over domestic 
reforms and concerns 
about deteriorating ties 
with China.

Tsai and of icials from 
her ruling Democratic 
Progressive Party (DPP) 
have repeatedly said they 
believe China has med-
dled in the lead-up to the 
elections through a “fake 
news” campaign, which 
Beijing has denied.

Voters faced lengthy 
queues as they dealt with 
complex ballots which 
featured 10 referendums 
including pro and an-
ti-gay marriage votes and 
a bid to change the name 
under which Taiwan 
competes at internation-
al sports events that has 
already angered China.

“I feel that this is a 
democratic society and 
people can express their 
views on many issues,” 
Tsai told reporters.

College student Kwan 
Chin-shun, 18, voting in 
Taipei, said she support-
ed equal marriage rights.

“There’s nothing 
wrong with loving some-
one of the same sex,” she 
told AFP.

Others said they sid-
ed with “pro-family” 
groups who have put for-
ward a referendum call-
ing for marriage to be le-
gally de ined as between 
a man and a woman.

“The purpose of get-
ting married is to have 
children and Taiwan’s 
birthrate is already one 
of the world’s lowest. Gay 
people can have relation-
ships like heterosexual 
couples, but they don’t 
have to get married,” said 
a female voter who gave 
her name as Bai.

A landmark court de-
cision legalising gay mar-
riage is still to be imple-
mented and LGBT groups 
are concerned a referen-
dum win for conservative 
campaigners could limit 
their newly won rights.

Vote counts have 
started but results are 
not expected until late 
Saturday.

The referendums 
come as an extra head-
ache for Tsai and the DPP, 
which faces strong chal-
lenges in major seats.

Tsai has framed the 
local elections as a way to 
“tell the world” that Tai-
wan will not bow to Bei-
jing, which has ramped 
up military and diplo-
matic pressure since she 
took of ice in 2016.

China sees self-rul-
ing Taiwan as part of 
its territory and is in-
censed that Tsai will not 
acknowledge the island 
as part of “one China”, 
unlike her predecessor 
Ma Ying-jeou of the Bei-
jing-friendly Kuomintang 
party (KMT).

Tsai was voted pres-
ident by a landslide two 
years ago as the public 
feared the KMT were get-
ting too close to Beijing 
and she has played up 
the importance of Tai-
wanese identity on the 
campaign trail.
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EtCETERA

THAT’S HOT!   The newly single star, Paris Hilton, 
greets fans at the launch of her new fragrance in 
Melbourne, Australia.
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ARIES :Pride might get in your 
way today, Aries. Perhaps you 
will be asked to do a task that 
you consider beneath you. Per-
haps the people around you 
are feeling pernickety. Rise 
above the insults and make a 
special eff ort to do the best you 
can, defusing the situation be-
fore it gets out of hand. Tonight 
enjoy an evening at a concert 
or the theatre.
TAURUS: Your imagination 
might conjure stories or pictures 
that you want to memorialize 
through writing or painting, but 
a lack of self-confi dence might 
discourage you. However, it’s 
probably a good idea to do it any-
way. These ideas come from 
deep inside you. Giving them 
shape could represent a release 
from old traumas. Keep your 
work hidden in a drawer if you 
don’t like it.

GEMINI: Attendance at some 
kind of group event might seem 
especially appealing today. 
However, Gemini, worries about 
your family might distract you so 
that you don’t benefi t from it the 
way you should. You also might 
fi nd some of the conversation 
boring. Despite your lack of 
enthusiasm, it might be a good 
idea to get out anyway. Staying 
home alone could make for a 
gloomy evening.
CANCER : Actions could be 
quick and intense today, Can-
cer. Things may hit you like 
lightning, so be prepared for just 
about anything. Mentally stabi-
lize yourself before interacting 
with others. Dress to demon-
strate your power. You’re a force 
to be reckoned with, not one to 
be stepped on. Violent emotions 
are apt to emerge. Don’t fi ght 
the urge to release any anger 

you feel. Direct it appropriately.
LEO: You might be distracted by 
daydreams of a trip you’re plan-
ning to take, Leo. A friend could 
phone and want to discuss it, 
which doesn’t help. Visions of 
faraway places and exciting 
pastimes may dance in your 
head, and routine tasks seem 
incredibly tedious and unworthy 
of attention. It’s best to get them 
done if you can. Then you can 
fantasize about your vacation 
without guilt!
VIRGO: you might not have 
heard from a close friend in a 
long time and worry a little, Vir-
go. Perhaps this person wasn’t 
well the last time you talked. If 
you can, it might be a good idea 
to call. Strange and unsettling 
dreams could plague your sleep 
tonight, but don’t get too agitat-
ed. They aren’t prophetic in any 
way. The symbols probably rep-

resent nothing more than psy-
chic detritus released through 
sleep. 
LIBRA: An older visitor might 
come to your door today, Libra. 
You aren’t likely to be too thrilled 
about this, but you will be able to 
play the good host anyway. Ro-
mance and sociability may be a 
bit limited by obligations to fami-
ly, particularly parents, but don’t 
let it get you down. You may be 
stuck at home tonight, but you 
will be able to let loose later.
SCORPION : Mundane tasks, 
including errands and answering 
correspondence, might bore you 
all day, Scorpio. You’re likely to be 
restless and strongly tempted to 
chuck it all and go somewhere to 
enjoy yourself. Take a good look 
at what you’re doing and try to 
judge objectively how important it 
is to get it done now. If it isn’t that 
important, then put it aside. You 

probably need to relax!
SAGITTARIUS: Financial is-
sues may interfere with your 
self-expression today, Sagittar-
ius. Perhaps you need a little 
more money before proceeding 
with a project that means a lot 
to you. You usually aren’t one 
to let this kind of consideration 
stop you, though. Just a little bit 
of thought and planning could 
make whatever it is you want to 
do more feasible than it appears 
to be. Write down some ideas 
and go to it!
CAPRICON: A charismatic per-
son might visit you today and 
want your help with something. 
Emotional issues regarding 
family might have you feeling 
gloomy. Your creative side may 
have to lie fallow while you at-
tend to mundane issues. Basi-
cally, you feel pretty optimistic 
about your life and future. You’re 

never afraid of hard work, and 
you’re persevering. Go for what 
you want and make everyone 
happy, including you! 
AQUARIUS:Worries about rel-
atives or friends could plague 
you throughout the day, 
Aquarius. Perhaps you aren’t 
sure what’s wrong and so you 
feel helpless. Whatever vague 
worries you may have, don’t try 
to fi gure out the truth without 
knowing the facts. You could 
make mountains out of mole-
hills. This isn’t a good day to 
run errands. 
PISCES: Group functions and 
social events might not prove 
as satisfying as usual today, 
Pisces. You may not be in the 
mood. You might feel pres-
sured to mingle when you’d 
rather sit on the couch. What-
ever conversations you get into 
will seem trivial and boring.

We have always needed 
funny philosophers: ‘Patriot 

Act’ star Hasan Minhaj
BEDIKA
N  D , N  24 (PTI): Stand-up come-
dy’s newest star Hasan Minhaj believes his 
Indian-American-Muslim identity gives him a 
certain edge, becoming “superpowers” in his 
“utility box” to help him take on all the “crazy 
stuff happening in politics and culture”.

Minhaj, whose parents migrated to the US 
from Aligarh, began his comedy career on Amer-
ican late-night talk program, “The Daily Show”, 
and rose to prominence after hosting the White 
House Correspondents Dinner last year where 
he roasted US President Donald Trump.

Trump, in a departure from tradition, 
skipped the event. Minhaj, 33, followed that 
high pro ile act with “The Homecoming King” on 
Net lix, a huge hit that paved the way for “The Pa-
triot Act with Hasan Minhaj”.

“I used to hate being Hasan Minhaj because people could 
not pronounce my name, people don’t know who I am, they 
don’t know anything about Indians, about Muslims. What 
am I? Now I have all these identities. These are superpow-
ers in my utility box. I can use them at any point. It’s cool,” 
he said when asked about using his background as an asset 
in his comedy.

While “The Homecoming King” was more personal with 
Minhaj talking about being an immigrant and struggling with 
his dual identities, his new show focuses on politics, both 
American and global.

“I de initely think that it (his identity) gives me a comedic 
edge, for sure. Stand-up comedy is an art form, which involves 
a single performer on stage, sharing his/her perspective. 
It is one of the few art forms where individuality and 
uniqueness are honoured more than anything else,” Min-
haj told PTI over the phone.

He peppers his conversation with a unique blend of 
words, bringing in perspectives from American and In-
dian pop culture.

Minhaj, who often uses Hindi words such as “Log kya ka-
henge (what will people say) to drive his point home, 
finds it interesting that all the stuff that he thought was 
“weird” while growing up has become cool now.

“I used to think this stuff is so weird and then I was like 
‘No, it’s not. It’s who I am. I’m an immigrant.’ The way I grew 
up with movies and pop culture... One of the things that I want 
to do is to add our culture to American popular culture.”

“The Patriot Act”, a pulpy, satirical take on topics such as 
America’s marriage of convenience with Saudi Arabia (his 

words), oil, affirmative action and Amazon, is like “taking 
coffee and making a coffee espresso”, he said.

“I realised my strength as a performer is having that lon-
ger runway. It takes the plane up and it takes longer to take 
off. You get to build a larger narrative arc, something that I 
never really got a chance to do on ‘The Daily Show’ because as 
a correspondent, you are servicing the show and the format.”

The comedian says he wanted everything that he learnt 
from the four years he spent on “The Daily Show” to start his 
own venture of political storytelling.

“The power of both music and comedy as an art form is being 
able to distil esoteric things into their essence. If you see a great song, 
a joke or watch a great show, you go, ‘that’s exactly how I feel, thank 
you for saying this’. The magic of such shows and political satire is 
trying to take things that are otherwise esoteric and boring and 
translate it into something that is a really funny,” he said.

In Minhaj’s view, comedy has always been an “amazing” 
art form globally and is seeing a resurgence with the popular-
ity of streaming services like Net lix.

“Comedy is suddenly given the stage and respect that it 
had in the ‘90s when cable companies started putting it on TV. 
It has heightened because of the internet. There are no bor-
ders to it, which is exciting. It has always been an important 
art form. We have always needed funny philosophers.”

And comedy can be a great tool in highlighting elements 
that are important at a time when there are so many divisions 
everywhere, he said.

“I think with everything that’s going on not only in our 
country but also in India, all the crazy stuff happening in pol-
itics and culture, civility, respect and the ability to laugh at 
yourself are the things that are really important.”

Censor board is deaf, says Vishal Bhardwaj Selma Blair says she is ‘grieving’ 
after multiple sclerosis diagnosis

L  A , N  24 (PTI): Actor Selma Blair, who was re-
cently diagnosed with multiple sclerosis, says she has been 
“grieving” for all the things she took for granted in her life.

In an Instagram post on Friday, the 46-year-old actor said 
there is a “grim realization” that the disease is taking control 
of her body and denying her the ability to do the simple things.

“I have been grieving recently. For the things I took for 
granted. A cartwheel for my son being one. I 
was the most gymnastic mom I knew. A cart-
wheel was just as easy as taking a breath. But 
when I began to turn one yesterday on an im-
pulse to show my son who had forgotten, it 
went all wrong,” Blair wrote. “A jumble of con-
fusion for this body I knew so well. A heap. A 
heap on the ground. And I tried to laugh. As 
did my son. But it was a turning point. Part 
of the grim realization. Is this just #ms or is 
this still an exacerbation? Five months and 
still same way. Or is this my new normal? And 
then more gets taken away,” she added.

The actor also said that she stayed at 
home for Thanksgiving and watched Grif-
in Dunne’s Net lix documentary on author 

Joan Didion, “The Center Will Not Hold”.
She thanked her fans and family for sup-

porting her as she continues to igure out life with the disease. “So I 
thank you all for propping me up. We all have something. Now how 
do we handle it? What do we do when the news is old but dramati-
cally altering our lives every day? Still grateful,” Blair wrote.

The actor had shared the news that she has multiple 
sclerosis last month and revealed she got to know about it 
from her doctor in August.

RADHIKA SHARMA
P , N  24 (PTI): Vishal Bhardwaj on 
Saturday said that the censor board gives a 
“deaf” ear to the concerns of the ilmmakers.

The writer-director, who has faced trou-
bles with the Central Board of 
Film Certi ication (CBFC) in the 
past, said ilms are a “soft target” 
for anything and everything that 
goes wrong with the society.

When asked for his re-
action on the possibility of 
censorship creeping into the 
digital medium, Bhardwaj 
said, “Did they listen to us 
when they put the ‘no smoking’ 
ticker on a running visual? Do 
they hear us even now? They 
(censor board) are deaf. They 
do whatever they want to do. We are the only 
nation in this world that has ‘no smoking’ on a 
running visual. How more ridiculous can it be?”

He said the web medium gives a director 
the liberty to indulge in things that are be-
coming dif icult to try in ilms.

“The kind of things you can do in a series 
and there’s no censorship. That Animal Wel-
fare Board, my God, it’s a pain in the neck, 

if I can’t say a**. And the kind of things they 
impose on you. Films are such a soft target. 
If anything is happening to someone, (target) 
the ilm. As if ilms are responsible for every 
evil that exists in the society,” he added.

He was speaking at ND-
FC’s Film Bazaar Knowledge 
Series session “Storytellers 
First - Directors and Produc-
ers who Changed the Game”.

The session also had vet-
eran ilmmaker Ramesh Sippy 
and Abhishek Chaubey on the 
panel. Chaubey said people in 
power in the country do not 
take cinema or arts, in gener-
al, seriously.

Sippy praised the digital 
medium for emerging as a 

great platform for “storytelling”. “What the 
web series is offering is to do what you 
want, at the time you want. There is no 
limitation - either time or creativity. Even 
the censor lines are far broader at the 
moment. There should be no censor. It is 
supposed to be film certification, it’s not 
censorship. But the films still go through 
the process,” the director said.


