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Sunil Pradhan

Pawan Chamling, holding the record 
for being India’s longest serving Chief 

Minister (CM) finally faced defeat—well 
fought—in his quest for sixth straight term. 
From being a rebel legislator in the Bhan-
dari led government in the early 1990s to 
being the country’s longest serving CM— 
his ouster characterized by and from an-
ti-incumbency probability stemming out 
of the desire for change was imminent. The 
manifest and latent—pro-anti-incumben-
cy or anti-pro-incumbency parleys during 
the run up to Assembly elections 2019 in 
Sikkim roughly accounts for the fortune of 
the ruling dispensation led by Chamling. 
One of the empirical estimates of deter-
mining pro-anti incumbency mood among 
voters has been the electorate’s shot for 
change bestowed upon the leadership, 
rank and file of the opposition party. The 
longest serving CM started as a rebel leg-
islator only after quarter of century’s rule 
finally to be dislodged by one of his former 
colleagues—another rebel. 

Using the popular proverbial expres-
sion or call it an idiom—what goes around 

comes around to address this political set-
ting runs the risk of overt generalisation 
and reductionism. Also briefly summing up 
quarter of a century rule is a complicated 
terrain—liable and akin to dismissing the 
political scenario and circumstances which 
propelled Chamling’s rise to power includ-
ing the current leader of the opposition, P. 
S Golay as one of his lieutenants. 

Sikkim’s political landscape in the early 
1990s bears little resemblance with and to 
the contemporary political scenario. The 
context—now is a technological context 
and then was typical. The trajectory from 
Sikkim’s absorption in the Indian Union 
in 1975 to Chamling’s shot to prominence 
in the early 1990s with little more than a 
decade resembled a picturesque Himalaya 
with a distinct socio-economic dynamics 
but comprising of changing social rela-
tions—where issues of poverty, illiteracy, 
social cleavages fared poorly as per the 
reports of the human development indices. 
This setting informs the premise and con-
text under which Chamling along with Go-
lay rose to political prominence under the 
Sikkim Democratic Front (SDF).  

The socio-economic conditions in the 
early 1990s largely resembling those un-
der the feudal mode of production—with 
a large gap between former serfs and 
ex-landlords provided the SDF leader-
ship to engineer and deliver social justice 
through effective governmental policies. 
The Sikkimese beneficiaries—largely ru-
ral agrarian communities served as a link 
between vote bank politics and targets of 
backward class mobilisation and hitherto 
cultural revivalist polices especially among 
the ‘Tibeto-Burman’ Sikkimese Nepalis. One 
of which has been the successful demand 
for recognition of Limbu and Tamang as Sik-
kimese Scheduled Tribe (ST). Sikkim’s sto-
ry of inclusive growth even as a modernist 
projection focusing state’s anti-poverty, and 
rural housing programs pursued under SDF 
leadership is note worthy—evident from 
the report and data from the country’s Plan-
ning Commission. The Planning Commission 
records a steep drop of state’s poverty alle-
viation figures under those living under be-
low poverty line (BPL) from 30.9 percent in 
2004-5 to 8.5 percent in 2011-12 fiscal year. 
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OFFiCE OF ThE ChiEF SECrETarY
GOVErnMEnT OF SiKKiM

GanGTOK
ref no. 185/CS/SKM/2019            dated: 24/05/2019

I wish to extend my heartfelt gratitude to the Chief Electoral 
Officer, the District Collectors, Superintendents of Police, the 
voters, the candidates and all the political parties for being a 
positive and necessary part of successful conduct of the simul-
taneous elections to Sikkim Legislative Assembly and Lok Sabha 
held on 11th April, 2019. Not only the elections, but the counting 
process was also conducted in a smooth and peaceful manner.

I take this opportunity to once again thank one and all. Let us 
be proud of our peace and amity.

Sd/-
(alok K. Shrivastava, iaS)

Chief Secretary & home Secretary.

Chamling’s Twenty Five Years: Between Social Justice and Populism

When SdF lost despite higher vote-share in assembly elections
data reveals that not all who voted SdF in assembly polls, supported it for Parliament

SuMMiT rEPOrT
Gangtok, 24 May:

The Assembly numbers have fallen slightly 
in favour of Sikkim Krantikari Morcha in 

Election 2019 carrying it into office and this 
is primarily because of the first-past-the-post 
system of Indian elections in which only the 
total number of seats matter. Interestingly, it 
is Sikkim Democratic Front which received 
the higher number of votes overall, but these 
did not convert as handsomely as they did for 
SKM. Remember the whole “popular vote” dis-
cussion in the Hillary-Trump election in the 
USA? Well, Assembly Election 2019 in Sikkim 
is reminiscent of that. 

As per the final data collated by the Elec-
tion Commission of India, in the Assembly 
elections, SDF received 47.63% of the to-
tal votes polled, marginally ahead of the 
47.03% that went to SKM. When it came to 
seats, however, SKM received two seats more 
than SDF and edged into a simple majority of 
17 seats against the 15 constituencies that 
went to SDF.

The reason behind this anomaly is that 
while SDF won by some big margins, it lost 

by slim margins in most big [in voter strength] 
constituencies. At the end of the day, it does 
not matter whether a candidate wins by a few 
votes or a huge margin because it still accounts 
for only one win. When the numbers of indi-
vidual constituencies are however added up, 
the runner-up can end up with more over-all 
votes than the victor, as has happened this 
time around in Sikkim.

This is best illustrate with an example.  
Let’s take the three constituencies of Yok-
sam-Tashiding, Soreng-Chakung and Maney-
bong Dentam in West Sikkim which went 2/1 
in favour of SKM with the first two won by 
SKM and the last by SDF. In Yoksam-Tashiding, 
SKM polled 5,686 votes and beat SDF which 
received 5,607 votes. In Soreng-Chakung it 
was 6,580-6,372 in favour of SKM again and in 
Maneybong-Dentam, SDF received 7,134 votes 
against 5,630 polled by SKM.

When the votes for these three constituen-
cies are added up, SKM ends up with a total of 
17,896 votes while SDF has 19,113. While SDF 
has more votes when these three constituen-
cies are added up, it is still SKM which has a 
higher conversion rate at 2/1.

A similar format played out over other con-
stituencies as well in this closely fought elec-
tion explaining the situation where SDF has 
polled more overall votes but ended with a 
marginally fewer number of seats.

That said, SDF did perform poorly in the 
election compared even to  2014 when 
it  had f irst  faced the SKM chal lenge. 
Over these f ive  years ,  SDF has al lowed 
its  vote-share came to drop by 7.21 per 
cent while SKM has grown it share by 
5.63 per cent.

What cannot be ignored either is that 
SDF could not carry over this voteshare 
into the Parliamentary election in which 
Sikkim is one constituency and even a 
marginally higher number of votes would 
have given SDF the MP.

Against the total of 1,67,620 votes cast 
in favour of SDF in the Assembly election, 
the party received only 1,54,489 votes in 
the Lok Sabha polls, 13,131 votes less. 
What this bears out is that this many 
people who voted for an SDF candidate in 
the assembly constituency, voted for the 
candidate of different party in the EVM 

set aside for Parliamentary elections!
By comparison, SKM which received a 

total of 1,65,508 votes in the Assembly elec-
tions, saw its net grow to 1,66,922 for the 
Parliamentary election, the 1,414 extra votes 
it received complementing the votes that SDF 
lost between the Assembly and Parliamentary 
choices proving enough for it to win.

The ECI data also reflects a growth in BJP’s 
footprint in Sikkim. The party did not contest 
all the assembly segments this time, but in 
most of the constituencies it did contest, its 
candidates came in third. Although all of them 
forfeited their deposits because none could 
secure more than 6% of the votes, even in the 
overall assembly election scenario, the par-
ty has seen its presence grow from 0.77% in 
2014 to 1.62% now.

In the Parliamentary election, the BJP 
has performed even better, garnering a 
4.71% of the votes. Congress remains poor 
in Sikkim with only 1.13% of the Parliamen-
tary election votes here.

NOTA  polled 0.86% of the Assembly 
election votes  and 0.65% of the Parlia-
mentary election votes.

CM tenders 
resignation 
to Governor 
Gangtok, 24 May 
(iPr):
Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling, accompa-
nied by all his Cabi-
net colleagues, called 
on Governor, Ganga 
Prasad at Raj Bha-
wan today at 5 pm. 
The Chief Minister 
submitted his resig-
nation following the 
defeat of his party, 
Sikkim Democratic 
Front in the Assembly 
Elections.

The Governor has 
accepted his resig-
nation and through a 
written communica-
tion has asked him to 
continue at the helm 
till the new Govern-
ment gets sworn-in.

Will be a strong opposition party, says SdF

SaGar ChETTri
GANGTOK, 24 May: 

Sikkim Democratic 
Front today said that it 

will continue to work for 
the people of Sikkim as a 
strong opposition party 
and thanked the people 
for supporting the party 
for the past 25 years. SDF 
congratulated Sikkim 
Krantikari Morcha for its 
victory in the Assembly 
and Parliamentary elec-
tions but also stressed 
that they should fulfil all 
the promises made to the 
people.

Addressing a press 
conference this after-
noon, SDF spokesperson 
Bhim Dahal stated that 
the people have chosen 
to give them the unique 
position of a strong op-
position with 15 seats in 

the Assembly to raise is-
sues that affect them. 

“All our elected peo-
ple’s representatives are 
very efficient and will 
raise strong voice for 
the people of Sikkim,” he 
said.

While congratulating 
SKM, Mr Dahal said that 
SDF will be watching and 
if SKM fails to fulfil prom-
ises made to the people, 
they will make sure that 
the people’s voices are 
heard.

SDF spokesperson, 
PD Rai informed that 
SDF got more number of 
votes overall than SKM. 
SDF’s overall vote per-
cent 47.63% is higher 
than SKM’s 47.03%, he 
said.  

This, he said, makes 
SDF a powerful opposi-

tion and the party will 
take this responsibility in 
all seriousness.

SDF spokesperson, 
KT Gyaltsen stated that 
the party respects the de-
cision and mandate of the 
people of the State and 
moves forward to play its 
new role of constructive 
and positive opposition.

“If the leadership and 
works of our party was 
not good then we would 
have not got such man-
date this time but the 
people gave their vote to 
SDF to work for them as 
a strong opposition in the 
State,” he said. 

On reports of post poll 
violence, he stated that the 
SDF president has given 
strict directions to party 
cadres to maintain peace. 
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CM congratulates SKM on 
poll victory, thanks people

SuMMiT rEPOrT
Gangtok, 24 May:
Following the announce-
ment of the election re-
sults on Thursday, Chief 
Minister Pawan Cham-
ling extended gratitude 
to the people of Sikkim 
through his Facebook 
page. He also congrat-
ulated Sikkim Kran-
tikari Morcha and its 
leadership for getting 
the public mandate 
this time. 

“I sincerely hope 
that it will be a gov-
ernment of the people 
and will fulfil their 
hopes and aspira-
tions,” he wrote.

Further stating that 
the people have de-
cided that SDF should 
perform the role of an 
opposition party, he 
wrote, “I uphold the 
decision of the people 
and promise that we 
will continue to safe-
guard the interests of 
the Sikkimese people 
with all sincerity and 
dedication.”

In another Facebook 
post today, Mr Chamling 
wrote that the Cabinet 
met at 2 pm and dis-
cussed various issues. 
The meeting passed the 
following resolution.

“The Sikkim Dem-
ocratic Front is ex-
tremely grateful to the 
people of Sikkim, who 

have wholeheartedly 
supported our Govern-
ment for twenty-five long 
years. It was not only our 
endeavour to reach the 
people at the grassroots 
but our record shows 
that we were able to ful-
fill our targets, especially 
in the fields of education, 
health, water and power 
supply, sanitation, wel-
fare, tourism etc. Due 
to our efforts, Sikkim 
could become an Organic 
Farming State and a fully 
literate State and is inch-
ing towards poverty free 
and kutcha house free 
State. 

In addition, the Gov-
ernment was in position 
to provide basic mini-
mum needs, peace and 
security to the people, 
rural connectivity, indus-
trialization, social jus-
tice and free education 
up to college level. Two 
notable achievements 
of this era were:- rise 
in life expectancy by 11 
(eleven) years and rise 
in forest cover by 4%. 

Given a chance, the 
party promises to fill up 
the gaps and re-strength-
en the uncovered pockets 
for further betterment of 
the masses. 

We convey our best 
wishes to the govern-
ment that will soon be 
taking over.”

Golay leads victory rally to Gangtok
“legislators will decide the next CM”

SuMMiT rEPOrT
Gangtok, 24 May:

Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha president, PS Ta-

mang [Golay], accompa-
nied by the parties elect-
ed representatives from 
South and West Sikkim, 
arrived here late Friday 
evening on a victory rally 
which started in the morn-
ing from Soreong.

The SKM rally, which 
stopped along the route to 
be greeted by party sup-
porters who had gathered 
in large numbers all along 
the way, took the whole 
day to reach the capital 
and making several stop-
overs along the way.

Speaking to me-
dia-persons at Deorali, on 
the question of who would 
be the chief ministerial 

candidate, Mr Tamang ex-
plained that this would be 
decided by the legislators 
who were scheduled to 
meet later in the night.

Although the plan was 
to call on the Governor after 
this meeting and stake claim 
to form the government, 
since it was already 11 in the 
night when party supporters 
were still streaming in to 
congratulate the SKM pres-
ident and his new MLAs, it 
was not clear whether the 
visit to Raj Bhavan would 
proceed as planned.

Meanwhile, when 
pressed to address the 
SKM pre-election an-
nouncement that Mr 
Tamang was the chief 
ministerial candidate 
and given his inability to 
contest elections, Mr Ta-

mang pointed out that the 
question of his being able 
to contest or not was still 
six months away.

In the event that a se-
lected CM is not an elect-
ed MLA, the rules require 
him to win an assembly 
election within six months 
of being made CM. Due to 
his corruption conviction, 
Mr Tamang stands barred 
from contesting elections 
for six years.

Mr Tamang reiterated 
that the SKM CM will be cho-
sen by the elected MLAs who 
were to meet after he had 
greeted supporters here.

On his equation with 
the outgoing CM, Mr Ta-
mang stressed that his 
battle with Pawan Cham-
ling was ideological and 
not personal. 
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SYndiCaTE BanK,ro, Siliguri
J R Commercial Complex,Opp Bdo Office
Sainath More Shiv Mandir,nh-31,Siliguri,West Bengal,734010

POSSESSiOn nOTiCE
[Appendix IV under the Act-Rule-8(1)]

Whereas, the undersigned being the authorised officer of the 
Syndicate Bank under the Securitization and Reconstruction 
of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 
2002 and in exercise of powers conferred under section 13(2) 
read with rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 
2002 issued a demand notices on the dates mentioned against 
the accounts stated herein below calling upon the Borrowers/ 
Gurantors to repay the amount mentioned in the Notice within 
60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice.

The borrower/surety/owner of property having failed 
to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower/
surety/owner of property and the public in general that the 
undersigned has taken possession of the property described 
herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him/her un-
der sub-section (4) of Section 13 of the Act read with rule 8 of 
the Security (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 on the dates mentioned 
below.

The borrower’s attention is invited to the provisions of 
sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time avail-
able, to redeem the secured assets.

The borrower/surety/owner of property in particular and 
the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with the 
property and any dealings with the property will be subject 
to the charge of the Syndicate Bank Gangtok Branch, for the 
amount and interest thereon, costs etc.

Gangtok Branch:
A 1. name of the Borrower: Dipendra Kumar Singh,
   2.name of the Guarantor: Mr Prakash Singh,
  3. Outstanding amount: Rs 10,73,983.75 (Rupees Ten lakh 
Seventy three thousand Nine hundred Eighty three and paisa 
seventy five Only) and cost thereon.
   4. date of demand notice: 14.08.2018
   5. date of Possession: 22.05.2019
  6. description of the immovable Property: All that part 
and parcel of Plot of land and building measuring 450 SQFT 
at Singtam East Sikkim, House No 194 Singtam Bazaar, site 
allocated by Urban Development & Housing Department 
Government of Sikkim vide lease deed, Vide order no 7536/
UDHD datd 14/08/2003 owned by Mr Dependra Kumar 
Singh, and bounded:

On the North By Road Set back 27 & NH31A,
On the South By 13 GAP & building of Kunzilal Agarwal,
On the East By Gully & Ext. Building of Dr. Shanti Mishra and 

Gom Bahadur Dorjee.
On the West By Attached Plot of shri K.B Singh.

    Date 22.05.2019                                      Authorised Officer
                                                                         (Syndicate Bank)

neil Tara academy holds unique investiture ceremony
SuMMiT rEPOrT
Gangtok, 24 May:

Neil Tara Academy 
held a unique inves-

titure ceremony at the 
confluence of Teesta and 
Rangeet in Triveni today. 
Oath-taking ceremony 
was held where students 
pledged to serve the 
school and fulfill their re-
sponsibilities to the best 
of their abilities, a press 
release informs. 

Four Captains; Soy-
ang Tamang, Sujal Gu-
rung, Sameer Chettri and 
Laxmi Shivakoti were 
conferred with the pres-
tigious ‘White Coat’.

“As the ‘New Sik-

kim’ now needs creative 
solutions to overcome 
problems in every 
field so it’s our mor-
al duty to transform 
ourselves into cre-
ative beings for our 

State’s bright future 
hence instead of a mun-
dane investiture cere-
mony which is followed 
by various institutions, 
we chose to break the 
stereotype and took our 

students to this great 
place as these are the 
two major rivers of Sik-
kim having a great deal 
of historical significance 
attached with it,” the re-
lease states.

SlSa holds sensitization programme on POCSO
SuMMiT rEPOrT
Gangtok, 24 May:

The Sikkim State Le-
gal Services Author-

ity organized a Sensiti-
zation Programme on 
“Protection of Children 
from Sexual Offences 
Act (POCSO), 2012 with 
special focus on Medical 
Examination of Victims”, 
the valedictory session 
of which was chaired by 
Executive Chairperson, 
Justice Meenakshi Madan 
Rai, Sikkim SLSA as chief 
guest today, as per a 
press release.  

The resource persons 
for the programme were 
Pediatrician, Dr Rajeev 
Seth, Delhi and Project 
Lead, Indian Child Abuse, 
Neglect and Child Labour 
(ICANCL) and Dr Shai-
bya Saldanha, Obstetri-
cian and Gynecologist, 
Bangalore and Founder 
of Enfold  India and Dr 
Mani Gurung, Additional 
Director-cum-Consul-
tant Gynecologist, Health 
Care, Human Services & 
Family Welfare, Govern-
ment of Sikkim as guest 
speaker.

Justice Meenakshi 
Madan Rai in her valedic-
tory address stated that 

the POCSO Act, 2012 is 
a special Act for children 
under the Constitution of 
India. She also request-
ed the Medical Officers, 
Police Officers as well 
as Judicial Officers to be 
sensitive while question-
ing child victims when-
ever such victims of sex-
ual assault come before 
them. The Health and 
Social Welfare Depart-
ment were also request-
ed to train Counselors for 
counseling such victims. 

She also informed 
that the process of jus-
tice for such victims is 
very arduous and painful 
and as such the parents, 
Police, Doctors as well as 
the judiciary should be 
sensitive enough to sup-
port the victim child.

Dr Rajeev Seth, spoke 
on “Introduction to Child 

Sexual Abuse/Child Sex-
ual Exploitation: a pub-
lic health problem, Pro-
tection of Children from 
Sexual Offences(POCSO) 
Act: Important facts and  
Effects of Sexual Violence 
on Children” while 
Dr. Shaibya Saldanha 
spoke on “Child Sexual 
Abuse :  Approach to 
Trauma Informed Care 
&  Taking a History, 
Medical Examination 
& Collection of   Fo-
rensic Evidence, Docu-
mentation and Writing 
a report” and Dr. Mani 
Gurung on “Overview 
of Centers in Sikkim; 
Childline, SJPU, SSLA 
support systems & part-
ners available for affect-
ed children and families”

Also present during 
the programme were 
Registrar, High Court of 

Sikkim, Member Secre-
tary, Sikkim SLSA, Di-
rector and Additional 
Director, Sikkim Judicial 
Academy.

The participants for 
the sensitization pro-
gramme comprised of 
Judges of Special Courts 
under POCSO Act, 2012, 
Gynecologists, Medical 
Officers, Police Officers, 
District Child Protection 
Officers, Probation Offi-
cers, Counselors, Coor-
dinators, In-Charges of 
Child Care Institutions, 
Outreach Workers, Press 
and Media and staff of 
Sikkim SLSA. 

The welcome address 
was delivered by Suraj 
Chettri, Member Secre-
tary while the vote of 
thanks was proposed by 
Matilda Isaacs, Special 
Secretary, Sikkim SLSA.

PS Golay should be CM, says rC Poudyal
SuMMiT rEPOrT
GANGTOK, 24 May: 

Veteran politician and 
former Minister, RC 

Poudyal today said that 
Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha should form the 
government under the 
leadership of PS Ta-
mang [Golay]. He stat-
ed that as the people of 
Sikkim have given their 
mandate to the leader-
ship of Mr Tamang, the 
party should form the 
government under his 
leadership.

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 
the Rising Sun party 
president, Mr Poudyal 
congratulated SKM and 
its president for getting 
the people’s mandate 
to run the government. 
He suggested that SKM 
government should give 

topmost priority to re-
forms in the education 
system. On the same, 
he added that tje SDF 
government made ed-
ucation free but more 
needs to be done in the 
education sector to pro-
vide quality education 
to students of Sikkim. 
He further advised that 
the new government 
should work towards 
giving more value to 

teachers to bring edu-
cation reforms in the 
State.

“SKM should work 
to win all 32 seats 
in the next election. 
They should follow the 
thought of ‘Sabka Saath 
Sabka Vikas’ to work 
as Sikkim government 
rather than SKM gov-
ernment,” he expressed.

He informed that he 
will be sending a recent-
ly released book on him 
“Saswat Krantikari- Sri RC 
Poudyal’, a compilation of 
writings by senior littera-
teurs of the State on his life, 
to the President and Prime 
Minister of Nepal and for-
mer PM of Nepal, Pushpa 
Kamal Dahal [Prachand].

He is also sending 
copies of the book to 21 
personalities in and out-
side the country.

He also appealed to the leaders of the opposition parties to do the same.
Responding to queries on SKM claims of proposing PS Tamang’s [Golay] name 

as the Chief Ministerial candidate, they said the ball was in the Governor’s court 
and he would take the decision. 

On the party’s performance in West and South Sikkim in this election, PD Rai 
said that there might have been some weakness from the party’s side and if the 
elections had been held two weeks later the results could have been different. 

The spokespersons also stated that although SKM won six seats in West, the 
difference in most seats was of two digits except for Gyalshing-Bermiok.

The press conference was also addressed by SDF general secretary, Kavita Subba.

Will be a strong opposition...

Chamling’s Twenty Five Years:...
 The locus of his focus truly lied in state’s rural areas where majority of vot-

er exercised franchise in support of the party. His personal accomplishment has 
been the social engineering of Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) as a model and 
agents of political change or even employing it as agents of consolidating power 
by politically empowering PRIs through party based periodic elections. The results 
were flush entitlements by decentralizing PRIs as the grassroots and commu-
nity level institution for mitigating development policies and social change. 
This worked perfectly well for the SDF and its entourage until the SDF decided 
to make inroads into ethnic ‘enclaves’ such as Dzongu and Dzumsa regulated 
communities in North district for envisioning policies on dams as catalyst for 
development. The result—devastating for SDF’s imageries since Bhutia nd Lep-
cha (BL) communities felt alienated as stakeholders in Sikkim’s practical envi-
ronmental governance imperatives. 

P.S Golay simultaneously grew as a leader within the SDF and along with Cham-
ling until the political configurations and boundaries of power started shifting 
from rural to urban areas. The urban areas—where politically aware and educat-
ed Sikkimese elites reside are modern spaces and offer multiple sites for resis-
tance. However, urban area is also where majority of non-Sikkimese franchised 
Indian citizens reside and vote. The entitlements exclusively meant for Sikkimese 
monitored through Sikkim Subject Certificate figure as a populist measure from 
non-Sikkimese in the state and ‘discriminatory’. Initial success of delivering social 
justice and empowering communities, demand for ST status for left out communi-
ties, income tax exemption, LT seat reservation received a fillip as the contexts has 
changed significantly from what it was then and what it is now.  

From using the concept of social justice with a revolutionary overtone in meet-
ing the challenges of socio-economic inequality through many of his policies in the 
1990s—he made himself present as the only people’s leader. His procrastination 
to treat the offshoot of initial successes from ST status for LT under the rubric of 
mobility and cultural revivalism of Sikkimese Nepalis achieved through backward 
class mobilisation of 1990s and its specific and exclusive later offshoot for further 
LT reservation seats in Assembly and also devising a category of Residential Cer-
tificate (RC) and Business Community for non-Sikkimese in urban areas mean-
ingfully appears as a tentative—or an adhoc—electoral gimmick in its endeavour 
in addressing the apprehensions of the electorates as akin to being an exercise in 
‘populism’. The political scenario then was such that conceptualizing objective so-
cial justice was ever encompassing and was meant for the Sikkimese masses, and 
now—but as one’s starts to divert social justice policies for addressing the needs 
of specified constituents it runs the risk of being a political project or even qualify 
as populist. Thus, the rise of Chamling in the 1990s and his defeat in 2019 hangs 
between two political normals—social justice and populism. 

[Assistant Professor at Jamia Millia Islamia (A Central University), New Delhi]

Gurung hopes new Modi govt will look into Gorkhaland demand
Kolkata, May 24 (PTI): 
Gorkha Janamukti Mor-
cha leader Bimal Gurung, 
who is in hiding, Friday 
congratulated Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
for the resounding vic-
tory of BJP and hoped 
that his new government 
will look into the long 
standing demand for 
Gorkhaland.

Gurung’s faction of 
Gorkha Janamukti Mor-
cha had supported BJP’s 
Raju Bisht has recorded 
a massive victory against 
TMC’s Amar Singh Rai.

In Darjeeling by-elec-
tion, Neeraj Tamang Zim-
ba of BJP defeated GJM 
leader Binoy Tamang, 
who fought as an inde-
pendent candidate with 
TMC support.

“We are very happy 
that BJP has won and 
TMC and the traitors of 
GJM have lost the polls. 
We would like to take 
this opportunity to thank 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi. We will request 
the BJP leadership and 
the new government 
to look into our long 
standing demand of 
Gorkhaland,” Gurung 

told PTI over phone.
The BJP, which has 

won for the third straight 
time in Darjeeling, had 
made no mention of the 
statehood issue in its man-
ifesto but assured a “per-
manent political solution” 
in the hills and scheduled 
tribe tags for 11 Gorka 
communities.

In the Darjeeling hills 
the Lok Sabha polls were 
more than a political bat-
tle between TMC and BJP 
as it became a fight to the 
finish between GJM’s two 
warring factions - one led 
by Bimal Gurung, who 
supported Bisht, and his 
one time protege Binay 
Tamang who supported 
Rai.

“Binay Tamang and 
Anit Thapa, the new-
ly appointed officiating 
chairman of Gorkhaland 
Territorial Administration 
(GTA), should immediate-
ly resign from the party 
and GTA. The GTA should 
be dissolved,” Gurung said.

Roshan Giri, gener-
al secretary of GJM fac-
tion of Bimal Gurung, 
in a statement said the 
defeat of TMC and its 
proxies in the Lok Sabha 

and assembly by-polls is 
a clear mandate against 
the regional party and its 
proxies in the hills and 
in favour of a permanent 
political solution in the 
Hill region.

“On behalf of my 
party and my coalition 
partners, I demand that 
all the nominated mem-

bers of the GTA board of 
administrators be made 
to resign and Gorkhaland 
Territorial Administra-
tion be immediately dis-
solved so that talks can 
be initiated to find a per-
manent political solution 
to the perennial political 
problem facing the re-
gion,” he said.
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BJP gets 
one seat in 

Manipur, nPF 
bags another

Imphal, May 24 (PTI): The 
BJP and the NPF bagged 
one Lok Sabha seats each 
in Manipur, while the Con-
gress drew a blank. BJP’s 
RK Ranjan Singh managed 
to pull a victory in the Inner 
Manipur seat, defeating his 
nearest rival, Congress’s O 
Nabakishore, by a margin 
16,830 votes.

Ranjan polled 2,61,802 
votes, while Nabakishore 
bagged 2,45,877.

Of the 32 assembly 
segments that make up the 
Inner Manipur seat, Ran-
jan got highest number of 
votes, 20,176, from Hein-
gang, represented by Chief 
Minister N Biren Singh.

CPI candidate Nara 
Singh secured the third 
spot with 1,33,093 votes.

In the Outer Manipur 
seat, Naga People’s Front 
(NPF) candidate Lorho 
S Pfoze defeated BJP’s H 
Shokhopao Mate by 73,782 
votes. Pfoze got 3,89,745 
votes and Mate secured 
2,89,745. The NPF got max-
imum number of votes, 
50,013, in the Naga-domi-
nated Mao Assembly seg-
ment in the Senapati dis-
trict. The Congress, which 
won the seat in 2014, was 
decimated to the third spot.

CBDT extends 
due date for TDS 
deductors in 
cyclone-hit Odisha
New Delhi, May 24 
(PTi): The Income Tax De-
partment Friday extended 
the due date for deposit-
ing tax deducted at source 
(TDS) for the month of 
April 2019 from May 7 to 
May 20 for deductors in 
cyclone-hit Odisha.

Also, the due date of 
filing of quarterly state-
ment of TDS for the last 
quarter of financial year 
2018-19 has been extend-
ed by a month to June 30 
from May 31. It also ex-
tended the due date for 
issue of TDS certificates in 
Form 16 and 16A to July 
15 from June 15, 2019.

In a statement, the 
Central Board of Direct 
Taxes (CBDT) said with a 
view to redress genuine 
hardship faced by the de-
ductors due to the severe 
disruption of normal life 
caused by cyclone Fani 
hitting Odisha earlier 
this month, the relief in 
TDS compliance is being 
given to the deductors in 
the state.



3SummitTIMES | 25  May 2019CapitalTIMES

Constituency Votes SKM SDF Others NOTA
Yoksum-Tashiding 11,720 Sangay Lepcha

5,686 [48.52%]

Dichen W. Bhutia

5,607 [47.84%]

Pema R. Bhutia, Cong, 137 
[1.17%]

Phurkit Lepcha, HSP, 158 [1.35]

132 
[1.35%]

Yangthang 10,696 Bhim Hang Limboo

5,184 [48.47%]

Dal Bdr. Subba

5,137 [48.03%]

Mangal Subba, Cong, 93 
[0.87%]

Binay Limboo, SRP, 93 [0.87%]

Dhan S Limboo, HSP, 115 
[1.08%]

74 

[0.69%]

Maneybong-Den-
tam

12,936 Purna Hang Subba

5,630 [43.52%]

Narendra Kr Subba

7,134 [55.14%]

172

[1.33%]

Gyalshing-Barnyak 10,273 Lok Nath Sharma

5,862 [57.06%]

Laxuman Sharma

4,048 [39.4%] 

Bhanu B. Dahal, BJP, 217 [2.1%]

Sukuhang Subba, 73 [0.71%]

73

[0.71%]

Rinchenpong 12,599 Phurba Tsh Bhutia

5,513 [43.76%]

Karma Sonam 
Lepcha

6,582 [52.24%]

Phurchung Lepcha, Cong, 92 
[0.72%]

Sancho Lepcha, BJP, 303 [2.4%]

109

[0.87%]

Daramdin 12,672 Mingma N Sherpa

6,219 [49.08%]

Pem Norbu Sherpa

5,883 [46.43%]

Passang G Sherpa, Cong, 102 
[0.8%]

Rozer Tasho Lepcha, BJP, 317 
[2.5%]

Da Tempa Sherpa, SRMP, 43 
[0.34%]

Sonam Gyatso Sherpa, HSP, 30 
[0.24%]

78

[0.62%]

Soreong Chakung 13,140 Aditya Golay

6,580 [50.08%]

Sancha Raj Subba

6,372 [48.49%]

188

[1.43%]

Salghari Zoom 8,931 Sunita Gajmer

4,400 [49.27%]

Dhan Kumari Kami

4,307 [48.23%]

Ganga Maya Cintury, Cong, 119 
[1.33%]

Pahalman Kami, HSP, 34 [0.38%]

71

[0.79%]

Barfung 12,083 Lobzang Bhutia

5,839 [48.32%]

Tashi Thendup 
Bhutia

5,936 [49.13%]

Mingma Tshering Sherpa, SRP, 
169 [1.4%]

139

[1.15%]

Poklok Kamrang 13,083 Kharga Bahadur 
Rai

4,832 [36.93%]

Pawan Chamling

7,731 [59.09%]

Ishwar Prasad Rai, Cong, 125 
[0.96%]

Birka Bahadur Rai, HSP, 90 
[0.69%]

Yadu Kumar Rai, SRP, 197 
[1.51%]

108

[0.83%]

Namchi Singithang 10,046 Ganesh Rai

4,677 [46.56%]

Pawan Chamling

5,054 [50.31%]

Kamala Rai, Cong, 87 [0.87%]

Hokum Chandra Rai, HSP, 70 
[0.7%]

KB Rai, SRP, 83 [0.83%]

75

[0.75%]

Melli 12,645 Tilak Basnett

5,489 [43.41%]

Farwanti Tamang 

6,354 [50.25%]

Bhola Chawhan, BJP, 382 
[3.02%]

Hari Basnett, Cong, 121 [0.96%]

Balbir Tamang, SRP, 70 [0.55%]

LB Chettri, HSP, 63 [0.5%] 

166

[1.31%]

Namthang Ratey-
pani

12,779 Sanjeet Kharel

6,848 [53.59%]

Birjan Tamang

5,543 [43.38%]

Sanchaman Chettri, Cong, 128 
[1%]

Gangaram Sharma, SRP, 83 
[0.65%]

Madan Tamang, HSP, 47 [0.37%]

Usha Gurung, JMBP, 41 [0.32%]

89

[0.7%]

Temi Namphing 11,768 Bedu Singh Panth

6,084 [51.7%]

Garjaman Gurung

5,314 [45.16%]

Deepak K Bhandari, Cong, 146 
[1.24%]

Durga Bahadur Chettri, HSP, 142 
[1.21%]

82

[0.7%]

Rangang Yangang 11.495 Raj Kumar Basnett

4,621 [40.2%]

Raj Kumari Thapa

6,146 [53.47%]

TN Adhikari, Cong, 105 [0.91%]

Kamala Rai, HSP, 69 [0.6%]

Mohan Gurung, SRP, 41 [0.36%]

RN Chamling, SRMP, 443 
[3.85%]

70

[0.61%]

Tumin Lingee 13,260 Samdup Tshering 
Bhutia

6,295 [47.47%]

Ugen T Gyatso 
Bhutia

6,615 [49.89%]

Bhaichung Bhutia, HSP, 234 
[1.76%]

116

[0.87]

Khamdong Singtam 10,611 Mani Kumar 
Sharma

5,347 [50.39%]

Garjaman Gurung

4,474 [42.16%]

SB Karki, BJP, 558 [5.26%]

TR Guragai, Cong, 72 [0.68%]

Neeraj Adhikari, HSP, 67 [0.63%]

Gopal Khatiwara, IND, 31 
[0.29%] 

62

[0.58%]

West Pendam 11,683 LB Das

5,799 [49.64%]

Gopal Baraily

4,901 [41.95%]

Binod Darjee, Cong, 101 
[0.86%]

Birendra Pourali, BJP, 597 
[5.11%]

Indra Kr Suji, HSP, 60 [0.51%]

Sonam Darjee, SRP, 31 [0.27%]

Bikash Darjee, IND, 47 [0.4%]

Santosh Bardewa, IND, 64 
[0.55%]

83

[0.71%]

Rhenock 14,244 Bishnu Kr Sharma

8,039 [56.44%]

Hemendra Adhikari

4,953 [34.77%]

BK Sharma, BJP, 649 [4.56%]

Deo Kr Pradhan, Cong, 192 
[1.35%]

Biraj Adhikari, HSP, 85 [0.6%]

Chakrapani Sharma, SRP, 122 
[0.86%]

Ramesh Sharma, SUF, 62 
[0.44%]

142

[1%]

Chujachen 14,213 DK Pradhan

5,939 [41.79%]

KB Rai

7,266 [51.12%]

Gopal Chettri, Cong, 177 
[1.25%]

Mohan Gurung, BJP, 514 
[3.62%]

Anil Kr Rai, SRP, 107 [0.75%]

Rudra Khatiwara, HSP, 57 [0.4%]

Rudra Narsingh Sakya, IND, 56 
[0.39%]

97

[0.68%]

Gnathang Machong 10,132 Tshering Bhutia

3,460 [34.15%]

DT Lepcha

6,380 [62.97%]

Dorjee Ongden Bhutia, Cong, 
127 [1.25%]

Sangay Chopel Bhutia, HSP, 79 
[0.78%]

86

[0.85%]

Namcheybung 12,400 Denis Rai

5,170 [41.69%]

Em Prasad Sharma

6,141 [49.52%]

Devi Basnet, BJP, 574 [4.63%]

Anush Rai, HSP, 102 [0.82%]

KB Rai, SRP, 162 [1.31%]

Phip Hang Subba, SRMP, 161 
[1.3%]

90

[0.73%]

Shyari 12,222 Kunga Nima 
Lepcha

6,638 [54.31%]

Karma Wangdi 
Bhutia

5,282 [43.22%]

Chewang Dorjee Bhutia, Cong, 
170 [1.39%]

132

[1.39%]

Martam Rumtek 13,753 Sonam Tshering 
Venchungpa

6,171 [44.87%]

DT Lepcha

6,244 [45.4%]

Jigdel Chewang Bhutia, BJP, 804 
[5.85%]

Sonam Tshering Bhutia, Cong, 
112 [0.81%]

Nima Lepcha, HSP, 183 [1.33%]

Gyaltsen Bhutia, IND, 121 
[0.88%] 

118

[0.86%]

Upper Tadong 7,536 Anand Lama

3,428 [45.49%]

GT Dhungel

3,844 [51.01%]

Anita Gurung, Cong, 69 [0.92%]

Dr Bina Basnett, HSP, 123 
[1.63%]

Punam Bhandari, SRP, 16 
[0.21%] 

56

[0.74%]

Arithang 7,872 Arun Kr Upreti

3,150 [40.02%]

Shyam Pradhan

1,545 [19.63%]

Ashis Rai, IND, 2,676 [33.99%]

Sumitra Rai, Cong, 42 [0.53%]

DB Chettri, BJP, 393 [4.99%]

66

[0.84%]

Gangtok 7,427 Kunga Nima 
Lepcha

3,838 [51.68%]

Pintso Chopel 
Lepcha

2,950 [39.72%]

YT Lepcha, BJP, 392 [5.28%]

Bhaichung Bhutia, HSP, 70 
[0.94%]

Delay Namgyal Barfungpa, IND, 
97 [1.31%]

Phurba Sherpa, IND, 42 [0.57%] 

38

[0.57%]

Upper Burtuk 11,796 NB Gurung

5,350 [45.35%]

DR Thapa

6,107 [51.77%]

Aita Tamang, Cong, 128 [1.09%]

DB Tamang, SRP, 59 [0.5%]

Philip Lamichaney, HSP, 59 
[0.5%]

93

[0.79%]

Kabi Lungchok 10,360 Karma Loday 
Bhutia

5,705 [55.07%]

Ugen Nedup Bhutia

4,268 [41.2%]

Gyurmik Yausel Bhutia, Cong, 
138 [1.33%]

Phurden Tshering Lepcha, IND, 
152 [1.47%]

97

[0.94%]

Dzongu 8,483 Chung Kipu Lepcha

2,612 [30.79%]

Pintso Namgyal 
Lepcha

5,613 [66.17%]

Penzong Lepcha, Cong, 119 
[1.4%]

Athup Lepcha, HSP, 88 [1.04%]

51

[0.6%]

Lachen Mangan 6,719 Samdup Lepcha

3,615 [53.8%]

Tshering Wangdi 
Lepcha

3,031 [45.11%]

73

[1.09%]

Sangha 2,376 Sonam Lama

1,488 [62.63%]

Tshering Lama

858 [36.11%]

Karma Tashi Bhutia, Cong, 17 
[0.72%]

13

[0.55%]

Assembly election 2019 Complete results
Constituency Votes SKM SDF Others NOTA

SiKKim pArLiAmentAry eLeCtion reSuLtS
Candidate Party EVM 

Votes
Pos ta l 
Votes

Tota l 
Votes

% of 
Votes

BHARAT BASNETT
Indian 
National 
Congress

3,922 68 3,990 1.13

DEK BAHADUR 
KATWAL

Sikkim 
Democratic 
Front

1,49,158 5,331 1,54,489 43.92

INDRA HANG SUB-
BA

Sikkim 
Krantikari 
Morcha

1,61,143 5,779 1,66,922 47.46

LATEN TSHERING 
SHERPA

Bharatiya 
Janata Party 16,062 510 16,572 4.71

BIRAJ ADHIKARI Hamro Sik-
kim Party 1,943 55 1,998 0.57

DHIRAJ KUMAR RAI
Sikkim 
Republican 
Party

1,479 24 1,503 0.43

NARENDRA 
ADHIKARI

Sikkim Unit-
ed Front 607 7 614 0.17

RABIN RAI All Indians 
Party 392 4 396 0.11

SUNMAYA GURUNG
Jai Maha 
Bharath 
Party

377 6 383 0.11

MAHENDRA THAPA Independent 593 4 597 0.17
PASSANG GYALI 
SHERPA Independent 1,947 56 2,003 0.57

NOTA None of the 
Above 2,257 22 2,279 0.65

Total  3,39,880 11,866 3,51,746
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Traffic Jammed in Gangtok
Vehicle need to move. Make sure they do

Commuting in Gangtok is comfortable only 
during holidays or in the days immediately 

after a break like the one Sikkim is likely to get 
over this weekend, what with the stress of count-
ing and the complexities the result has thrown 
up. This is so because it is only during these hol-
idays that traffic flows on Gangtok roads instead 
of snarling. The past few days, for instance, saw 
smooth traffic because office attendance was low, 
and .it is confirmed that a day after you read this 
the congestion is going to be, well, terrible because 
everyone who works in a government office or has 
work there will be reporting for work and clog-
ging the roads as a result and then there will be 
the darshan everyone will want of the new gov-
ernment. The reams of Khadas will not travel  to 
the new VIPs by themselves and will be carried 
by an army of people ferrying congratulations 
to the new durbar. As a result, the roads will un-
doubtedly be jammed. But traffic jams are not 
rare occasions in Sikkim and it does not take an 
event to bring traffic to a halt any more.

Suffice to say then that traffic is a problem 
in Gangtok. The jams are becoming longer and 
denser and parking has emerged as a challenge 
for which no one has presented a practical solu-
tion. There is, after all, only so much road avail-
able to accommodate the march of vehicles which 
show no sign of tapering off. What also continues 
to hamstring Gangtok when it comes to manag-
ing its traffic is the fact that most of the solutions 
that consultants could offer – like wider roads or 
bypasses or flyovers – are not possible for here. 
The capital will have to work with the roads it 
already has, at least along stretches where most 
of the congestion takes place. There is no scope 
for widening or creating alternate routes. That 
said, there are still some options it could explore 
even when it comes to road usage and also some 
experiments it could try out. 

Let us start with the situation shared at the start 
of this piece. The worst congestion on Gangtok 
roads is in the block from around 10 a.m. till around 
11:30 a.m., the morning office rush hour. The jams 
standstill against once offices give over later in the 
afternoon. For anyone who sees traffic as a prob-
lem, this should then be the first situation to be ad-
dressed. One way to reduce the number of vehicles 
on the road at this time would be to increase and 
incentivize the use of office car pools. This option is 
already being used to some extent in government 
offices. However, not all government servants 
travel in their own vehicles or car-pools, and 
many use share cabs. Further, car-pooling serves 
only government servants, but government offic-
es also attract lay people coming there, and they 
too mostly use share taxis. What could ease con-
gestion would be the introduction of a good pub-
lic transport shuttle during the peak rush hours. 
Before anyone points to the city runners as a 
public transport service already deployed, let’s 
accept it that these are too few and too erratic in 
timing to be taken seriously as a solution at pres-
ent. Traffic flows can be smoothed, and so con-
gestion removed, with better information. Bet-
ter information among commuters about how 
frequently buses will be available. Ply enough of 
them on the roads during rush hours, and inform 
the people about the frequency, and most would 
prefer buses to clambering for share-taxis at the 
designated stops. 

Of course, since office hours trigger the big-
gest jams, the policy makers could also consider 
staggering the office hours so that the rush of 
office-goers is also spread out instead of be-
ing bunched together. But then again, for this 
solution to bear any results, the work culture 
will have to be much more consistent than the 
present trend of casual timings. But if this were 
to work, then the arrival of lay people to offices 
could also be spread out by appointing timings, 
say to two hours after offices open, for people to 
meet officers. This again, is not an easily enforce-
able option, but should maybe be tried only after 
the jams on the roads have become even worse… 
yes, things could get much worse still. 

What the planners need to also ponder on 
is to make the link roads, like the one flowing 
through Arithang to the bypass or from ICAR to 
5th Mile or the Paljor Stadium Road shooting 
down to bypass, more motorable and convenient 
for people to consider bypassing the gridlocked 
zones unless they have to necessarily suffer 
through them. At present, the alternates are not 
even close to being convenient diversions and 
anyone who has to reach anywhere Gangtok is 
forced to drive through the entire length of it. It 
goes without saying that if the driving surface 
was improved on the many feeder roads, more 
people would consider using them even if they 
were longer than that NH10 route.

Of course, there are more options that could 
be considered, and definitely many more, 
much better solutions that can be attempted, 
but let’s take this as a starting point for more 
ideas to be voiced to do a better job of man-
aging Gangtok traffic.

Climate change: ‘We’ve created a civilisation hell bent on 
destroying itself – i’m terrified’, writes Earth scientist

James Dyke
theconversation.com
The coffee tasted bad. Acrid and with 
a sweet, sickly smell. The sort of coffee 
that results from overfilling the filter 
machine and then leaving the brew to 
stew on the hot plate for several hours. 
The sort of coffee I would drink contin-
ually during the day to keep whatever 
gears left in my head turning.

Odours are powerfully connect-
ed to memories. And so it’s the smell 
of that bad coffee which has become 
entwined with the memory of my 
sudden realisation that we are facing 
utter ruin.

It was the spring of 2011, and I had 
managed to corner a very senior mem-
ber of the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC) during a coffee 
break at a workshop. The IPCC was 
established in 1988 as a response to 
increasing concern that the observed 
changes in the Earth’s climate are be-
ing largely caused by humans.

The IPCC reviews the vast amounts 
of science being generated around cli-
mate change and produces assessment 
reports every four years. Given the 
impact the IPPC’s findings can have 
on policy and industry, great care is 
made to carefully present and com-
municate its scientific findings. So I 
wasn’t expecting much when I straight 
out asked him how much warming he 
thought we were going to achieve be-
fore we manage to make the required 
cuts to greenhouse gas emissions.

“Oh, I think we’re heading towards 
3°C at least,” he said.

“Ah, yes, but heading towards,” I 
countered: “We won’t get to 3°C, will 
we?” (Because whatever you think of 
the 2°C threshold that separates “safe” 
from “dangerous” climate change, 3°C 
is well beyond what much of the world 
could bear.)

“Not so,” he replied.
That wasn’t his hedge, but his best 

assessment of where, after all the po-
litical, economic, and social wrangling 
we will end up.

“But what about the many millions 
of people directly threatened,” I went 
on. “Those living in low-lying nations, 
the farmers affected by abrupt chang-
es in weather, kids exposed to new dis-
eases?”

He gave a sigh, paused for a few 
seconds, and a sad, resigned smile 
crept over his face. He then simply 
said: “They will die.”

That episode marked a clear 
boundary between two stages of my 
academic career. At the time, I was a 
new lecturer in the area of complex 
systems and Earth system science. Pre-
viously, I had worked as a research sci-
entist on an international astrobiology 
project based in Germany.

In many ways, that had been my 
dream job. As a young boy, I had lain 
on the grass on clear summer evenings 
and looked up at one of the dots in 
the night sky and wondered if around 
that star a planet orbited with beings 
that could look up from the surface 
of their world and similarly wonder 
about the chances of life being found 
within the unremarkable solar sys-
tem we call home in the universe. 
Years later, my research involves 
thinking about how surface life can 
affect the atmosphere, oceans and 
even rocks of the planet it lives on.

That’s certainly the case with life 
on Earth. At a global scale, the air we 
all breathe contains oxygen largely as 
a result of photosynthetic life, while 
an important part of the UK’s national 
identify for some – the white cliffs of 
Dover – are comprised of countless 
numbers of tiny marine organisms 
that lived more than 70m years ago.

So it wasn’t a very large step from 
thinking about how life has radically 
altered the Earth over billions of years 
to my new research that considers how 
a particular species has wrought major 
changes within the most recent few 
centuries. Whatever other attributes 
Homo sapiens may have – and much 
is made of our opposable thumbs, up-
right walking and big brains – our ca-
pacity to impact the environment far 
and wide is perhaps unprecedented in 
all of life’s history. If nothing else, we 
humans can make an almighty mess.
ChanGE WiThin a liFETiME

I was born in the early 1970s. This 
means in my lifetime the number of 
people on Earth has doubled, while 
the size of wild animal populations 
has been reduced by 60%. Humanity 
has swung a wrecking ball through 
the biosphere. We have chopped down 
over half of the world’s rainforests and 
by the middle of this century there 
may not be much more than a quarter 

left. This has been accompanied by a 
massive loss in biodiversity, such that 
the biosphere may be entering one of 
the great mass extinction events in the 
history of life on Earth.

What makes this even more dis-
turbing, is that these impacts are as yet 
largely unaffected by climate change. 
Climate change is the ghost of impacts 
future. It has the potential to ratch-
et up whatever humans have done to 
even higher levels. Credible assess-
ments conclude that one in six species 
are threatened with extinction if cli-
mate change continues.

The scientific community has 
been sounding the alarm over climate 
change for decades. The political and 
economic response has been at best 
sluggish. We know that in order to 
avoid the worst impacts of climate 
change, we need to rapidly reduce 
emissions now.

The sudden increase in media cov-
erage of climate change as a result of 
the actions of Extinction Rebellion and 
school strike for climate pioneer Gre-
ta Thunburg, demonstrates that wider 
society is waking up to the need for 
urgent action. Why has it taken the 
occupation of Parliament Square 
in London or children across the 
world walking out of school to get 
this message heard?

There is another way of looking at 
how we have been responding to cli-
mate change and other environmental 
challenges. It’s both exhilarating and 
terrifying. Exhilarating because it of-
fers a new perspective that could cut 
through inaction. Terrifying as it could, 
if we are not careful, lead to resigna-
tion and paralysis.

Because one explanation for our 
collective failure on climate change is 
that such collective action is perhaps 
impossible. It’s not that we don’t want 
to change, but that we can’t. We are 
locked into a planetary-scale system 
that while built by humans, is large-
ly beyond our control. This system is 
called the technosphere.
ThE TEChnOSPhErE

Coined by US geoscientist Peter 
Haff in 2014, the technosphere is the 
system that consists of individual hu-
mans, human societies – and stuff. In 
terms of stuff, humans have produced 
an extraordinary 30 trillion metric 
tons of things. From skyscrapers to 
CDs, fountains to fondue sets. A good 
deal of this is infrastructure, such as 
roads and railways, which links hu-
manity together.

Along with the physical transport 
of humans and the goods they con-
sume is the transfer of information 
between humans and their machines. 
First through the spoken word, then 
parchment and paper-based docu-
ments, then radio waves converted to 
sound and pictures, and subsequently 
digital information sent via the inter-
net. These networks facilitate human 
communities. From roving bands of 
hunter gatherers and small farming 
tribes, right up to the inhabitants of 
a megacity that teams with over 10m 
inhabitants, Homo sapiens is a funda-
mentally social species. 

Just as important, but much less 
tangible, is society and culture. The 
realm of ideas and beliefs, of habits 
and norms. Humans do a great many 
different things because in important 
ways they see the world in different 
ways. These differences are often held 
to be the root cause of our inability to 
take effective global action. There is no 
global government, for a start.

But as different as we all are, the 
vast majority of humanity is now be-
having in fundamentally similar ways. 
Yes, there are still some nomads who 
roam tropical rainforests, still some 
roving sea gypsies. But more than half 
of the global population now lives in 
urban environments and nearly all 
are in some way connected to indus-
trialised activities. Most of humanity 
is tightly enmeshed into a globalised, 
industrialised complex system – that 
of the technosphere.

Importantly, the size, scale and 
power of the technosphere has dra-
matically grown since World War II. 
This tremendous increase in the num-
ber of humans, their energy and ma-
terial consumption, food production 
and environmental impact has been 
dubbed the Great Acceleration.
ThE TYrannY OF GrOWTh

It seems sensible to assume that 
the reason products and services are 
made is so that they can be bought 
and sold and so the makers can turn a 
profit. So the drive for innovation – for 
faster, smaller phones, for example – 
is driven by being able to make more 

money by selling more phones. In line 
with this, the environmental writer 
George Monbiot argued that the root 
cause of climate change and other en-
vironmental calamities is capitalism 
and consequently any attempt to re-
duce greenhouse gas emissions will 
ultimately fail if we allow capitalism 
to continue.

But zooming out from the toil of 
individual manufacturers, and even 
humanity, allows us to take a funda-
mentally different perspective, one 
that transcends critiques of capitalism 
and other forms of government.

Humans consume. In the first in-
stance, we must eat and drink in order 
to maintain our metabolism, to stay 
alive. Beyond that, we need shelter and 
protection from physical elements.

There are also the things we need 
to perform our different jobs and activ-
ities and to travel to and from our jobs 
and activities. And beyond that is more 
discretional consumption: TVs, games 
consoles, jewellery, fashion.

The purpose of humans in this con-
text is to consume products and ser-
vices. The more we consume, the more 
materials will be extracted from the 
Earth, and the more energy resources 
consumed, the more factories and in-
frastructure built. And ultimately, the 
more the technosphere will grow.

The emergence and development 
of capitalism obviously leads to the 
growth of the technosphere: the ap-
plication of markets and legal systems 
allows increased consumption and so 
growth. But other political systems 
may serve the same purpose, with 
varying degrees of success. Recall 
the industrial output and environ-
mental pollution of the former So-
viet Union. In the modern world, all 
that matters is growth.

The idea that growth is ultimately 
behind our unsustainable civilisation 
is not a new concept. Thomas Mal-
thus famously argued there were 
limits to human population growth, 
while the Club of Rome’s 1972 book, 
Limits to Growth, presented simula-
tion results that pointed to a collapse 
in global civilisation.

Today, alternative narratives to 
the growth agenda are, perhaps, get-
ting political traction with an All Party 
Parliamentary Group convening meet-
ings and activities that seriously con-
sider de-growth policies. And curbing 
growth within environmental limits is 
central to the idea of a Green New Deal, 
which is now being discussed serious-
ly in the US, UK, and other nations.

If growth is the problem, then we 
just have to work at that, right? This 
won’t be easy, as growth is baked into 
every aspect of politics and economics. 
But we can at least imagine what a de-
growth economy would look like.

My fear, however, is that we will 
not be able to slow down the growth 
of the technosphere even if we tried – 
because we are not actually in control.
liMiTS TO FrEEdOM

It may seem nonsense that humans 
are unable to make important changes 
to the system they have built. But just 
how free are we? Rather than being 
masters of our own destiny, we may be 
very constrained in how we can act.

Like individual blood cells coursing 
through capillaries, humans are part of 
a global-scale system that provides for 
all their needs and so has led them to 
rely on it entirely.

If you jump in your car to get to a 
particular destination, you can’t travel 
in a straight line “as the crow flies”. You 
will use roads that in some instances 
are older than your car, you, or even 
your nation. A significant fraction of 
human effort and endeavour is devot-
ed to maintaining this fabric of the 
technosphere: fixing roads, railways, 
and buildings, for example.

In that respect, any change must be 
incremental because it must use what 
current and previous generations have 
built. The channelling of people via 
road networks seems a trivial way to 
demonstrate that what happened far 
in the past can constrain the pres-
ent, but humanity’s path to decar-
bonisation isn’t going to be direct. 
It has to start from here and at least 
in the beginning use existing routes 
of development.

This isn’t meant to excuse policy-
makers for their failure of ambition, 
or lack of bravery. But it indicates that 
there may be deeper reasons why 
carbon emissions are not decreasing 
even when there appears to be in-
creasingly good news about alterna-
tives to fossil fuels.

Think about it: at the global scale, 
we have witnessed a phenomenal rate 

of deployment of solar, wind, and other 
sources of renewable energy genera-
tion. But global greenhouse gas emis-
sions continue to rise. This is because 
renewables promote growth – they 
simply represent another method of 
extracting energy, rather than replac-
ing an existing one.

The relationship between the size 
of the global economy and carbon 
emissions is so robust that US physi-
cist Tim Garret has proposed a very 
simple formula that links the two 
with startling accuracy. Using this 
method, an atmospheric scientist 
can predict the size of the global 
economy for the past 60 years with 
tremendous precision.

But correlation does not necessari-
ly mean causation. That there has been 
a tight link between economic growth 
and carbon emissions does not mean 
that has to continue indefinitely. The 
tantalisingly simple explanation for 
this link is that the technosphere can 
be viewed like an engine: one that 
works to make cars, roads, clothes, 
and stuff – even people – using avail-
able energy.

The technosphere still has access 
to abundant supplies of high energy 
density fossil fuels. And so the abso-
lute decoupling of global carbon emis-
sions from economic growth will not 
happen until they either run out or 
the technosphere eventually transi-
tions to alternative energy gener-
ation. That may be well beyond the 
danger zone for humans.
a rEPuGnanT COnCluSiOn

We have just come to appreciate 
that our impacts on the Earth system 
are so large that we have possibly ush-
ered in a new geological epoch: the 
Anthropocene. The Earth’s rocks will 
bear witness to humans’ impacts long 
after we disappear. The technosphere 
can be seen as the engine of the An-
thropocene. But that does not mean 
we are driving it. We may have created 
this system, but it is not built for our 
communal benefit. This runs com-
pletely counter to how we view our re-
lationship with the Earth system.

Take the planetary boundaries 
concept, which has generated much 
interest scientifically, economically, 
and politically. This idea frames hu-
man development as impacting on 
nine planetary boundaries, including 
climate change, biodiversity loss, and 
ocean acidification. If we push past 
these boundaries, then the Earth sys-
tem will change in ways that will make 
human civilisation very difficult, if not 
impossible, to maintain. The value of, 
say, the biosphere here is that it pro-
vides goods and services to us. This 
represents what we can literally get 
from the system.

This very human centric approach 
should lead to more sustainable devel-
opment. It should constrain growth. 
But the technological world system we 
have built is clever at getting around 
such constraints. It uses the ingenuity 
of humans to build new technologies 
– such as geoengineering – to reduce 
surface temperatures. That would not 
halt ocean acidification and so would 
lead to the potential collapse of ocean 
ecosystems. No matter. The climate 
constraint would have been avoid-
ed and the technosphere could then 
get to work overcoming any side 
effects of biodiversity loss. Fish 
stocks collapse? Shift to farmed fish 
or intensively grown algae.

As defined so far, there appears 
nothing to stop the technosphere liqui-
dating most of the Earth’s biosphere to 
satisfy its growth. Just as long as goods 
and services are consumed, the tech-
nosphere can continue to grow.

And so those who fear the collapse 
of civilisation or those who have en-
during faith in human innovation be-
ing able to solve all sustainability chal-
lenges may both be wrong.

After all, a much smaller and much 
richer population of the order of hun-
dreds of millions could consume more 
than the current population of 7.6 
billion or the projected population 
of nine billion by the middle of this 
century. While there would be wide-
spread disruption, the technosphere 
may be able to weather climate 
change beyond 3°C. It does not care, 
cannot care, that billions of people 
would have died. 

And at some point in the fu-
ture, the technosphere could even 
function without humans. We wor-
ry about robots taking over hu-
man’s jobs. Perhaps we should be 
more concerned with them taking 
over our role as apex consumers.

turn to  page 5 ....
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BJP bags thrice the number of election 
duty votes that TMC got in Bengal

New Delhi, May 24 
(PTi): The BJP bagged 
almost three times the 
election duty votes that 
the TMC got in West Ben-
gal, Election Commission 
data has shown, indicat-
ing the state government 
employees chose the 
saffron party over the 
Mamata Banerjee-led 
outfit, who not long 
ago compared them to 
barking dogs.

The Bharatiya Janata 
Party received 73,541 
votes through postal 
ballots as compared to 
the Trinamool Congress 

which got only 25,791 
votes.

The Left Front got 
around 7,377 votes, the 
Congress about 5,770 
votes and there were 
5,143 NOTA votes.

The state government 
employees and security 
personnel deployed 
in election duty cast 
their votes through 
postal ballots.

“This is on expected 
lines. The security per-
sonnel in the state have 
all voted for the BJP and 
the state government 
employees have been up-

set with Mamata Baner-
jee over the dearness al-
lowance issue for a long 
time. We were counting 
on their votes,” said Kali-
charan Shaw, a state BJP 
leader.

In September 2017, 
while addressing a meet-
ing of state government 
employees, Banerjee had 
used the words “gheu 
gheu”, the vernacular 
equivalent of the sound 
of a barking dog, while 
slamming government 
employees demanding a 
raise in Dearness Allow-
ance (DA).

It seems the em-
ployees have held onto 
the grudge.

The issue of payment 
of DA to the state gov-
ernment employees had 
dragged in the State 
Appellate Tribunal 
(SAT) at Calcutta High 
Court for a long time.

In January this year, 
Banerjee announced that 
the state government 
would clear all pending 
Dearness Allowance 
for state employees 
benefitting around 
eight lakh people.

The BJP in West Ben-

gal breached the impreg-
nable fortress of the TMC 
supremo by winning 
18 of the 42 Lok Sabha 
seats and grabbing a vote 
share of 40.5 per cent.

Up from the two 
seats and 17 per cent 
vote share it had in 2014, 
the BJP not only pulled 
through an unprecedent-
ed victory here, but also 
took a lead in around 
130 assembly segments 
of the state in terms of 
vote share.

The legislative as-
sembly polls are sched-
uled to be held in 2021.

BJP wins both LS seats in Arunchal 
Pradesh, Kiren Rijiju re-elected

Itanagar, May 24 (PTI): 
The BJP in Arunachal 
Pradesh clinched both 
the Lok Sabha seats by 
huge margins going by 
the trend in favour of the 
Saffron party across the 
country.

Union Minister of 
State for Home Af-
fairs, Kiren Rijiju, 
who was locked in a 
multi-cornered con-
test in the Arunachal 
West Parliamentary 
seat with total sev-
en contestants, won 
from the constituency 

by a huge margin of 
1,74,843 votes defeating 
his nearest rival Nabam 
Tuki of the Congress.

Rijiju polled a total 
votes of 2,25,796 while 
Tuki could manage only 
50,953 votes.

The junior Home 
Minister had won the 
seat in 2014 also by a 
margin of 41738 votes.

In the Eastern 
Arunachal seat, which too 
witnessed a multi-cor-
nered contest with five 
candidates in the fray, 
BJP state unit President 

Tapir Gao wrests the seat 
from Congress.

Gao defeated his 
nearest rival Lowangcha 
Wangat of Congress by a 
margin of 69,948 votes.

Gao polled a to-
tal of 1,53,883 votes, 
whle Wanglat polled 
83,935 votes.

Ninong Ering of the 
Congress won from the 
seat in 2014 by a mar-
gin of 12478 votes de-
feating Gao.

Gao had also won 
from the seat in 2009 
general elections.

indian climbers get maximum 
permits to scale Mount Everest

ShiriSh B Pradhan
Kathmandu, May 24 
(PTi): Nearly 80 Indian 
climbers were allowed to 
scale Mount Everest this 
season, the highest in a 
list of 381 international 
expeditioners permit-
ted to climb the world’s 
highest peak, an official 
said Friday.

Indian climbers 
topped the list of Mount 
Everest aspirants this 
spring as 78 Indian na-
tionals were granted 
permission to climb the 
8,848-meter peak from 
the Nepalese side, Mira 
Acharya, Director De-
partment of Tourism, 
told PTI.

Americans came sec-
ond with a total of 75 
climbers getting the per-
mission, Acharya said.

In the past, the Eu-

ropeans outnumbered 
the foreign climbers and 
very few Indians climbed 
the mountains, she said.

Around 600 people, 
including international 
and Nepalese climbers, 
Sherpa mountain guides 
and porters have reached 
the summit this season.

Nepal opened the 
climbing route to the 
world’s highest peak on 
May 14, when a team of 
eight Sherpas success-
fully scaled the Mount 
Everest, becoming the 
first team to reach the 
summit.

On May 24, the larg-
est number of climbers 
numbering over 200 
headed towards Mount 
Everest.

The next window to 
climb Everest is on May 
27, she said, adding that 

there are around 100 
climbers waiting to con-
quer the peak on Mon-
day.

Eight Indian moun-
taineers have died during 
their expedition to the 
world’s highest peak 
during this season.

A total of 16 climbers 
have died on Mount Ever-
est this season.

Hundreds of climbers 
flock each year to Nepal 
- home to several of the 
world’s highest moun-
tains, to scale the Hima-
layan peaks during the 
spring season that begins 
around March and ends 
in June.

Nearly 6,000 climb-
ers have scaled the sum-
mit since Edmund Hila-
ry and Sherpa Tenzing 
Norgay first conquered 
Mount Everest in 1953.

declaration of results on three 
arunachal assembly seats delayed

Itanagar, May 24 
(PTi): Counting of votes 
for three Assembly seats 
in Upper Subansiri dis-
trict was delayed as the 
outcome of the postal 
ballots has not been made 
available on time, election 
official said on Friday.

The counting offi-
cial went away from the 
counting centre without 
handing over the results 
for which counting could 
not be continued as per 
the guidelines. However, 
it started after the poll-
ing official returned and 

handed over the results, 
Additional Chief Elector-
al Officer Kanki Darang 
informed.

Even after more than 
34 hours, counting of 
votes could not be com-
pleted for the three Arun-
chal Pradesh assembly 
constituencies--Dapori-
jo, Dumporijo and Raga-- 
due to this.

But, later the count-
ing process began and re-
sult of Daporijo assembly 
seat has been declared 
while that of the rest two 
are still awaited.

25,000 votes cast through postal 
ballots in arunchal assembly poll
Itanagar, May 24 
(PTi): Over 25,000 votes 
were cast through post-
al ballots in Arunachal 
Pradesh assembly polls, 
including 83 in the NOTA 
category, even as count-
ing of votes for four con-
stituency is still going on.

According to data 
available with the Elec-
tion Commission of In-
dia, a total of 25,805 
votes were cast through 
postal ballots.

A total of 1497 of 

maximum postal bal-
lots were counted in 
Ziro-Hapoli constituency 
in Lower Subansiri dis-
trict followed by Basar 
constituency in Lepa 
Rada district at 954 
votes.

Ziro-Hapoli con-
stituency too received 
the maximum number 
of None of The Above 
(NOTA) votes through 
postal ballots at 11.

According to the 
Election Commission’s 

norms, the facility of 
postal ballot, where 
a voter casts his or 
her vote using Elec-
tronically Transmit-
ted Postal Ballot Pa-
pers (ETPB) rather 
than physically visit-
ing polling booths, is 
available for service 
voters which include 
members of armed 
forces, police and gov-
ernment officials on 
poll duty and those who 
are posted outside India.

Two more indian mountaineers die on 
Mount Everest, toll of indians rises to 8

Kathmandu, May 24 
(PTi): Two more Indian 
climbers have died on 
Mount Everest due to 
an hours-long ‘traffic 
jam’, taking the toll to 8 
of the Indian mountain-
eers who perished in 
their expedition to the 
world’s highest peak 
during this season.

Nihal Bagwan, 27, 
and Kalpana Das, 49, 
died along with two oth-
er climbers above the 
8,848-meter Mount Ever-
est while descending the 
summit, the expedition 
organisers said.

‘Traffic jam’ occurs 
on Mount Everest when 
many climbers vie for 
the summit at the same 
time, and can be espe-
cially dangerous above 
8,000 metres known as 
the ‘death zone’.

Bagwan who is from 
Maharashtra breathed 
his last at Camp IV on 
Mount Everest on the Ne-
pal side after he was res-
cued by a group of Sherpa 
climbers from the balcony 
area, said Babu Sherpa, 
Managing Director at Peak 
Promotion Pvt Ltd.

“He died at Camp IV 
after he fell ill near the 
balcony area while re-
turning from the summit 
of Mt Everest,” Sherpa 
was quoted as saying by 
The Himalayan Times.

Bagwan was the lead-
er of a two-member ex-
pedition, he added.

Das, who was a mem-
ber of the ‘Three Women 
Expedition’ breathed her 
last near the balcony area 
while descending from the 
summit point on Mount 
Everest on Wednesday, 
said Gyanendra Shrestha, 
a liaison officer at the Ev-
erest base camp.

Das and American 
climber Donald Lynn 

Cash both died while 
descending the sum-
mit. Their deaths were 
attributed primarily to 
a long queue of both as-
cending and descending 
climbers, forcing many 
to wait for hours at alti-
tudes above 8,000 me-
tres, The Kathmandu 
Post reported.

Austrian climber Ing 
Landgraf (Ernst), 65, 
died Wednesday and was 
part of an expedition run 
by Kobler & Partner from 
the Tibetan side, said Sub-
ash Shrestha, an official at 
Himalaya Vision Pvt Ltd.

With the latest fatal-
ities, the deaths toll on 
the mountains of above 
8,000 metres has risen to 
16, according to expedi-
tion officials.

“At least eight Indian 
climbers are among 16 
persons killed on differ-
ent mountains,” the offi-
cials said.

Mumbai-based An-
jali S Kulkarni died after 
she fell ill while coming 
down from the summit 
point on Wednesday.

Kulkarni, 54, died 
above 8,000 metres in 
the ‘death zone’, as she 
was descending after 
reaching the summit.

In a traffic jam, ex-
hausted climbers are of-
ten forced to wait for sev-
eral hours for their turn to 
ascend or descend on a sin-
gle rope, increasing chances 
of exhaustion, frostbite or 
altitude sickness. Climbers 
could also run out of oxygen 
during the final phase of the 
ascent.

Army soldier Ravi 
Thakar, 28, was found 
dead inside his tent at 
Camp IV on Mount Ev-
erest last week while 
Narayan Singh died at 
Camp IV on last Thurs-
day when he was climb-

ing down from the 
8,485-meter Mount 
Makalu summit, world’s 
fifth highest mountain.

Two Indian climb-
ers from West Bengal 
- Biplab Baidya (48) and 
Kuntal Karar (46) - died 
in Nepal last week due 
to high altitude sickness 
near the summit of Mount 
Kanchenjunga, the world’s 
third tallest peak.

Dipankar Ghos from 
Kolkata, who went miss-
ing from above Camp IV 
while returning from the 
Mount Makalu summit.

The body of Ghos, 
52, has finally been lo-
cated after more than a 
week above 8,000-meter 
of Mt Makalu and is be-
ing brought to the base 
camp, Thaneshwor Gu-
ragain of Seven Summit 
Trek that organised the 
expedition told PTI. Ghos 
had gone on May 16.

Eight Indian climb-
ers have died on differ-
ent mountains during 
this season. Four died on 
Mount Everest, two each 
died on Kanchanjunga and 
Makalu. The dead bodies 
of the two climbers will be 
brought to the base camp 
on Saturday, he said.

More than 200 moun-
taineers ascended Mount 
Everest on Wednesday, 
setting a new record for 
the highest number of 
climbers to stand on top of 
the world in a single day.

Nepal has issued a re-
cord 381 permits costing 
USD 11,000 each for the 
current spring climbing 
season. It opened the 
climbing route to the 
world’s highest peak on 
May 14, when a team of 
eight Sherpas success-
fully scaled the Mount 
Everest, becoming the 
first team to reach the 
summit.

ESCaPE Plan
The situation, then, may all seem rather hopeless. Wheth-
er or not my argument is an accurate representation of 
our civilisation, there is the risk it produces a self-fulfilling 
prophecy. Because if we believe we can’t slow down the 
growth of the technosphere, then why bother?

This goes beyond the question of “what difference 
could I make?” to “what difference can anyone make?” 
While flying less, cutting down on eating meat and dairy 
and cycling to work are all commendable steps to take, 
they do not constitute living outside the technosphere.

It’s not just that we give tacit consent to the tech-
nosphere by using its roads, computers, or intensively 
farmed food. It’s that by being a productive member of 
society, by earning and spending, above all by consum-
ing, we further the technosphere’s growth.

Perhaps the way out from fatalism and disaster 
is an acceptance that humans may not actually be 
in control of our planet. This would be the vital 
first step that could lead to a broader outlook that 
encompasses more than humans.

For example, the mainstream economic attitude 
about trees, frogs, mountains, and lakes is that these 
things only have value if they provide something to us. 
This mindset sets them up as nothing more than re-
sources to exploit and sinks for waste.

What if we thought of them as components or even 
our companions in the complex Earth system? Ques-
tions about sustainable development then become 
questions about how growth in the technosphere 
can be accommodated with their concerns, interests, 
and welfare as well as ours.

This may produce questions that seem absurd. 
What are the concerns or interests of a mountain? Of a 
flea? But if we continue to frame the situation in terms 
of “us against them”, of human well-being trumping ev-
erything else in the Earth system, then we may be effec-
tively hacking away the best form of protection against 
a dangerously rampant technosphere.

And so the most effective guard against climate 
breakdown may not be technological solutions, but a 
more fundamental reimagining of what constitutes a 
good life on this particular planet. We may be critically 
constrained in our abilities to change and rework the 
technosphere, but we should be free to envisage alter-
native futures. So far our response to the challenge of 
climate change exposes a fundamental failure of our 
collective imagination. 

To understand you are in a prison, you must first 
be able to see the bars. That this prison was created by 
humans over many generations doesn’t change the con-
clusion that we are currently tightly bound up within a 
system that could, if we do not act, lead to the impover-
ishment, and even death of billions of people.

Eight years ago, I woke up to the real possibility that 
humanity is facing disaster. I can still smell that bad cof-
fee, I can still recall the memory of scrabbling to make 
sense of the words I was hearing. Embracing the reality 
of the technosphere doesn’t mean giving up, of meek-
ly returning to our cells. It means grabbing a vital new 
piece of the map and planning our escape.

[the writer is Senior Lecturer in Glob-
al Systems, University of Exeter]

Contd. from  page 4 ....
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Everybody will have to fight for place; 
defence is a concern: igor Stimac

aBhiShEK hOrE
New Delhi, May 24 
(PTi): Newly-appoint-
ed Indian football team 
coach Igor Stimac Friday 
said all payers, includ-
ing the talismanic Sunil 
Chhetri, are equal and 
will have to fight for 
their place.

Stimac, who was part 
of Croatia’s squad that 
finished third in the 1998 
World Cup in France, is 
conducting a training 
camp for the national 
team probables in prepa-
ration for the King’s Cup 
in Thailand.

“We speak every day. 
I speak with all our play-
ers every day. That’s my 
approach. I need to do 
that. I need to get infor-
mation from them,” Sti-
mac said in his first press 
conference.

“Of course, Sunil (Ch-
hetri) is very valuable 
to our team. He is a role 
model to these young 
players who are knock-
ing on the door. He has 
played so many games, 
he is so experienced, 
and has scored so many 
goals. But as well as oth-
ers, he needs to fight for a 
place in the team.

“We all start from 
zero. Football is like that. 

You don’t get anything 
for the past. You get paid 
for today’s job. As suc-
cessful you are today, 
tomorrow you get your 
chance once again.”

With less than two 
weeks to go for Sti-
mac’s first assignment, 
he said that he was 
concerned about the 
defence, and the lack of 
options, particularly at 
centre-back.

“Over the next few 
months, my job will be 
to find more competi-
tors for the centre-back 
position, which we are 
short on right now,” 
Stimac said.

The 37-man pre-
liminary squad, which 
is undergoing a camp 
at the Jawaharlal Neh-
ru Stadium, will be 
pruned to 23, by the 
time the team leaves 
for Thailand on June 1.

“In the next few 
days I have to decide 
on 25-26 players from 
this squad who will 
be the most valuable 
for this competition 
(King’s Cup) and after 
that, the squad will be 
cut to 23.”

Stimac was quizzed 
on the level of research 
he had done on India be-

fore accepting the job.
“I watched almost 

every ISL game, I have 
been informed about the 
young talents from the 
Indian Arrows.

“I recognised through 
my research about some 
players who didn’t make 
it into Mr. (Stephen) 
Constantine’s squad, for 
whatever reason. But, 
I’m here to give them the 
chance to prove them-
selves and show every-
one how good they are,” 
Stimac said.

Stimac said that he 
has so far focused on 
evaluating the fitness of 
the players.

“I’m happy with the 
condition of most of the 
players, and now I will 
decide on the intensity 
of training over the next 
few days, which will be 

important to see who 
can cope up with the de-
mands.

“The next few days 
we will be working on 
technical aspects and or-
ganisation on the pitch.”

The 51-year-old Sti-
mac said he was optimis-
tic of doing “great things” 
for Indian football.

“As I have been in-
volved in developing 
players in Croatia, I see 
this as a great chance 
to help the AIFF in or-
ganising and developing 
young talents who are 
coming up.

“There are many 
young players knocking 
on the door of the senior 
team and I see a great 
chance to keep improv-
ing the team and get re-
sults. I am happy with the 
quality I have seen and 

together, we can do great 
things.”

He was also im-
pressed with the atti-
tude of the players in 
the camp.

“I expect not only 
from Sunil (but) from 
Gurpreet (Singh Sand-
hu), from (Sandesh) 
Jhingan as well to be 
a role model to young 
players in a positive 
way. And not in a neg-
ative way because they 
are the ones who are 
looked up to.

“Young players al-
ways look at what Sunil 
is doing, what Jhingan is 
doing. So I’m quite hap-
py with their behaviour 
until now and I strong-
ly believe that we will 
work together as much 
as he (Sunil) did before,” 
said Stimac.

Confident Bangladesh set to 
test top sides at World Cup

aMiT KuMar daS
New Delhi, May 24 
(PTi): From minnows to 
giant-killers to a serious 
force from sub-conti-
nent, the ascendancy of 
passion-driven Bangla-
desh has indeed created 
a buzz in the cricketing 
circle, making them a 
side to watch out for in 
the upcoming World Cup.

The evolution of Ban-
gladesh is uncontested 
and the heavyweights 
are aware that the ‘pas-
sionate Tigers’ pose a se-
rious threat to them.

A testimony of that is 
their five ODI series vic-
tories in a row -- against 
Pakistan, India, South 
Africa, Zimbabwe and 
Afghanistan -- be-
tween April 2015 and 
October 2016.

Ahead of the qua-
drennial event too, they 
received a huge shot in 
the arms when they de-
feated West Indies in a 
rain-hit final to clinch the 
tri-nation ODI series at 
Dublin last week.

It was their first tri-
umph in a multi-nation 
tournament after reach-
ing six ODI finals in the 
last 10 years, a feat that 
will give Mashrafe Morta-
za’s men the right impe-
tus going into the show-
piece event.

It will be fifth and 
last ICC World Cup for 
the 35-year-old Morta-
za, who had led Bangla-
desh to the 2015 World 
Cup quarterfinal and the 
2017 Champions Trophy 
semifinal.

It all started in the 
1999 World Cup at 
United Kingdom when 
Bangladesh, on debut, 
stunned the 1992 Cham-
pions Pakistan, a country 
they were carved out of 
after the 1971 war.

Bangladesh went on 
to achieve full member-
ship of the ICC and earned 

Test status a year later.
After a forgettable 

outing in the 2003 
edition, Bangladesh 
returned to deflate In-
dia’s hopes in the 2007 
edition, knocking out 
the neighbours in the 
group stage.

Mortaza was the hero 
of that match, snapping 
four wickets to dismiss 
India for 191, while 
Tamim Iqbal, Shakib Al 
Hasan and Mushfiqur Ra-
him -- all hit half-centu-
ries to hand Bangladesh 
a five-wicket win.

Bangladesh also 
stunned South Africa in 
the Super Eight stage to 
send a strong message to 
the world.

However, the Tigers 
had nothing to write 
about in the 2011 edition 
which they co-hosted, 
while going down against 
India in the quarterfinal 
in the last edition in Aus-
tralia.

The quartet of Mor-
taza, Tamim, Shakib and 
Mushfiqur now forms 
the core of the new Ban-
gladesh team as they eye 
their first semifinal spot.

Mortaza’s men have 
recorded 13 wins out of 
last 20 matches, includ-
ing a series win over 
West Indies, an appear-
ance in the 2018 Asia 
Cup Final and the dom-
inating performance in 
the recent tri-series, also 
involving Ireland.

The tournament 
helped the Tigers find 
answers to some teeth-
ing problems such as 
their opening combina-
tion, lack of bowling ex-
perience and effective-
ness of spinners in the 
middle overs.

While experienced 
left-handed opener 
Tamin has been their 
batting mainstay, the 
inconsistent form of Li-
ton Das is an issue. But 

Soumya Sarkar provided 
the answer with three 
superb half-centuries as 
the other opener during 
the tri-series.

In the bowling de-
partment, Mortaza and 
Mustafizur Rahman 
looked in good rhythm 
and were rewarded 
with wickets, while 
youngsters Mohammad 
Saifuddin and Abu Jayed 
also impressed, assur-
ing that they would 
come handy if the con-
ditions are conducive to 
swing bowling.

Among the spinners, 
Mehidy Hasan troubled 
the batsmen with his 
off-spin, while they have 
the required experience 
Shakib, who enters the 
World Cup as world num-
ber one all-rounder.

However, World Cup 
is a different ball-game 
where Bangladesh will 
come across the best 
teams and favourites 
such as England, India 
and Australia and they 
will have to consistent-
ly punch above their 
weights to get closer 
knockout stage.

Bangladesh will 
open against South Af-
rica on June 2, before 
taking on New Zealand 
(June 5) and hosts En-
gland (June 8).

Bangladesh head 
coach Steve Rhodes 
is confident that they 
have depth to challenge 
the top sides.

Bangladesh Squad: 
Mashrafe Mortaza (c), 
Tamim Iqbal, Mah-
mudullah, Mushfiqur 
Rahim (wk), Shakib Al 
Hasan, Soumya Sarkar, 
Liton Das, Sabbir Rah-
man, Mehidy Hasan, 
Mohammad Mithun, 
Rubel Hossain, Mus-
tafizur Rahman, Abu 
Jayed, Mohammad 
Saifuddin, Mosaddek 
Hossain.

Indian Open Boxing: Mary, Sarita lead hosts’ gold rush on final day
TaPan MOhanTa
Guwahati, May 24 
(PTi): Six-time world 
champion MC Mary Kom 
and the seasoned L Sarita 
Devi spearheaded India’s 
gold rush at the second 
India Open boxing tour-
nament, which conclud-
ed on Friday.

Asian Games gold 
medalist Amit Panghal 
thwarted a spirited chal-
lenge from giant killer 
Sachin Siwach with a 
well-calculated display 
to clinch the gold by a 
split 4-1 verdict in the 
highly-competitive 52kg 
men’s category.

Overall, India swept 
the medals in four men’s 
categories (52kg, 81kg, 
91kg and +91kg) and 
three in women’s (51kg, 
57kg and 75kg) to con-
clude their campaign 
with 12 of the 18 gold 
medals up for grabs.

India, who had 
bagged six golds in the 
inaugural edition in New 
Delhi last year, thus dou-
bled their gold count 
in the continental meet 
that witnessed a deplet-
ed field with a no-show 
from Uzbekistan.

World championship 
medallist Sarita Devi 
won her first gold in 
three years beating Sim-
ranjit Kaur 3-2 by virtue 
of a split decision.

Making her debut in 
60kg category, Simranjit, 
a World Championship 
bronze medallist and 

Asian Championship sil-
ver medallist, impressed 
in the first round with 
some telling blows.

But Sarita Devi did 
not lose ground and 
fought back with a count-
er-attacking display 
as she celebrated the 
win looking upwards, 
dedicating the gold 
to her mother Laish-
ram Khomthonbi, who 
passed away last year.

“This gold belongs 
to my mother. I lost my 
dad early and my mother 
made me the boxer that 
I’m now. This gold has 
come after a long time. 
I’m missing her very 
much at this moment,” 
Sarita got emotional 
as she spoke about her 
mother, who died after 
suffering from cancer.

Sarita Devi, who won 
a bronze at the Asian 
Championship earlier 
this year en route to her 
eighth medal in the con-

tinental meet, last won 
a gold at the 2016 South 
Asian Games in Shillong.

Olympic bronze med-
allist Mary Kom saw off 
a valiant fight by former 
national champion Van-
lal Duati of Mizoram 
to emerge winner by 
unanimous decision. 
Nikhat Zareen and Jyoti 
took the bronze medals 
for an all-Indian finish in 
the podium.

Home favourite and 
world championship 
bronze medalist Shiva 
Thapa avenged his last 
year’s semifinal defeat 
to defending champion 
Manish Kaushik to grab 
the 60kg gold in front of 
a boisterous crowd at the 
Karmabir Nabin Chandra 
Bordoloi Indoor Stadium.

Thapa began with a 
tight vigil and was seen 
in his aggressive best 
from second round on-
wards en route to get an 
unanimous verdict from 

the five judges.
Having moved to the 

new weight earlier this 
year, Panghal, who had 
won the Asiad gold in 
49kg, had a tough first 
round with the former 
world youth champion 
Siwach using his height 
advantage to full credit.

Taller by six inches, 
Siwach who ousted world 
championship bronze 
medallist Rogen Ladon 
and Commonwealth 
Games champion Gaurav 
Solanki in the previous 
rounds, was full of ener-
gy and confidence.

To negate this, Pan-
ghal opted the waiting 
game strategy, ducking 
most of his opponent’s 
punches and staying out 
of his range.

“I think he’s the 
tallest boxer I faced 
till date. I fought with 
some tall boxers in the 
Asian Championship 
but Sachin is taller than 

them,” the 5’3” Panghal, 
who won the 52kg gold 
in Asian Champion-
ship beating Hasanboy 
Dusmatov, said.

“You have to have a 
long reach and play an 
in and out game. It takes 
a lot of effort and stami-
na,” he said, terming it 
the toughest bout of the 
meet.

National champion P 
L Prasad and Common-
wealth Games gold med-
allist Solanki took the 
bronze in in the 52kg cat-
egory with another India 
clean sweep.

India had a setback in 
the 64kg, when national 
champion Rohit Tokas 
suffered a knee twist in 
the first round and for-
feited the bout to for-
mer Olympian Richarno 
Colin, a bronze medallist 
at the New Delhi 2010 
Commonwealth Games.

Tokas, who won a 
bronze at the Makran 
Cup earlier this year, thus 
had to settle for the sil-
ver, bettering his bronze 
medal feat at the last edi-
tion of India Open.

India also could not 
add their gold count 
in the men’s 75kg final 
where Ashish Kumar 
pulled out against Filipino 
Eumir Felix Delos Santos.

The Asian Champion-
ship silver medalist suf-
fered a forehead injury in 
his semifinal win against 
Aphisit Khankhokkruea 
of Thailand on Thursday.

indian women lose 0-4 to Korea in 
inconsequential 3rd match of hockey series

Jincheon (Korea), May 
24 (PTi): The series al-
ready in its pocket, Indi-
an women’s hockey team 
lost 0-4 to hosts South Ko-
rea in the inconsequential 
third and final match of 
the rubber, here Friday.

India had earlier reg-
istered back-to-back iden-
tical 2-1 wins over Korea 
in the first two games to 
pocket the series.

India’s defence was 
put under huge pressure 
right from the start as the 
hosts made successful for-
ays into the striking circle. 
The hosts created as many 

as five penalty corners in the 
match and converted one in 
the 29th minute.

Jang Heesan opened 
the scoring for Korea 
followed by back-to-
back goals in the 41st 
minute from Kim Hyunji 
and Kang Jina. The three 

goals dented India’s mo-
rale and any chances 
of a comeback into the 
match. Lee Yuri’s goal in 
the 53rd minute further 
sealed the match in fa-
vour of the hosts.

“The learning process is 
always with ups and downs 

and today was one such 
experience where we had 
to deal with setbacks early 
on and could not recover. 
But this does not mean we 
won’t learn from this ex-
perience,” said India’s chief 
coach Sjoerd Marijne.

“South Korea is a 
good team and today they 
were much better than 
us. But I am happy with 
our performances in the 
first two matches. And 
now we know what we 
must improve upon to be 
fully prepared for the FIH 
Women’s Series Finals Hi-
roshima 2019,” he added.

i remain relevant, good or bad but 
people still talk about me: Karthik

BHARAT SHARMA
New Delhi, May 24 
(PTi): Fifteen years after 
making his international 
debut and being in and 
out of the Indian team, 
Dinesh Karthik remains 
a topic of discussion and 
therefore, “relevant”, in 
his own words.

After the World Cup 
squad was announced on 
April 15, the 33-year-old 
was the subject of an in-
tense debate with many 
even questioning his 
selection over the high-
ly-talented Rishabh Pant.

Chief selector MSK 
Prasad tried to settled 
the debate by saying that 
reserve keeper Karthik 
was picked for his better 
skills behind the stumps 
but even that did not cut 
it with Pant’s supporters 
which included the likes 
of Ricky Ponting.

“I would not still 
be playing if it was not 
for the blessings of my 
friends and family. Good 
or bad, if people still 
talk about you it means 
that you have managed 
to stay relevant. It is ex-
tremely satisfying that 
I have managed to stay 
relevant all these years 
and still trying hard to be 
part of the team,” Karthik 
told PTI before leaving 
for England.

He made his debut 
even before Dhoni who 
burst on to the scene in 
December 2004 and the 
rest, as they say, is histo-
ry. If it was not for Dhoni, 

the Chennai-based crick-
eter could have played a 
lot more than 26 Tests 
and 91 ODIs, but he has 
never had any qualms in 
accepting that he was re-
placed by a special play-
er.

Since he could not 
replace Dhoni behind 
the stumps, he had to 
add another dimension 
to his game as a special-
ist batsman to keep his 
spot in the team since 
the Champions Trophy in 
2017. And he did that by 
emerging as the finish-
er the management was 
looking for, with his most 
memorable knock com-
ing in the Nidahas Tro-
phy final last year when 
he won India the trophy 
with a six off the last ball.

However, there were 
doubts over his World 
Cup spot as he was 
dropped from the ODI 
series against Australia, 
India’s last before the 
World Cup.

“I was a bit shocked 
(after not being picked 
for Australia series) but 
I had faith that you know 
if it is meant to be it is 
meant to be. In the end, 
I was picked for my per-
formances over the last 
two years.

“I have batted in var-
ious positions (over the 
last 24 months) and I 
have had decent suc-
cess in those positions. 
But the key is not for me 
to look back at the last 
two years, the greatest 

tournament is going to 
happen and I now have 
the opportunity to play 
there.

“It doesn’t matter 
what the word is going 
around. What is import-
ant to me is that I have 
got an opportunity and 
there are people who be-
lieve in me and have faith 
in me, I need to go out 
there and stand up for 
my country,” he said.

In an up and down ca-
reer, Karthik has experi-
enced the highs and lows, 
whether it was being part 
of India’s disastrous run 
in the 2007 World Cup or 
the World T20 triumph 
in South Africa months 
later. Karthik, who was 
then in his early 20s, 
vividly remembers those 
contrasting campaigns.

“We played two 
World Cups in 2007. We 
were very successful in 
the T20 format and one 
World Cup where things 
did not go as per plan. 
Leading up to it (ODI 
World Cup), we were 
playing some really good 
cricket. The format was 
such that we got to play 
three games and we had 
one bad game against 
Bangladesh and that re-
ally hurt us.

“After that game it 
was like playing a three-
match bilateral series. 
You had to win the next 
two matches and there 
was so much pressure. 
That is the thing about 
World Cup.
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Displaced by conflict, Libyan students fear for their future
Tripoli, May 24 (AFP): 
The fight for control of 
Libya’s capital is depriv-
ing tens of thousands of 
pupils of their education, 
with high school stu-
dents displaced by the 
violence fretting about 
their future.

“We’ve fallen behind... 
and I don’t even know 
where we will sit our fi-
nal exams or how they 
will calculate my grades,” 
said Mayar Mostafa, a 
teenager in her last year 
of high school.

Mostafa said the 
fighting has forced her 
and her family to flee 
their home in a south-
ern Tripoli suburb, 
while her school has 
shut its doors.

All this has left 
her “psychological-
ly stressed out”, she 
lamented.

Mostafa is among 
those who are living in 
limbo -- not knowing 
when they will be able 
to resume their studies 
to salvage the school 
year, or when life as a 
whole might return to 
normal.

On April 4, strong-
man Khalifa Haftar 
launched an offensive to 
seize the capital Tripoli 

and unseat the interna-
tionally-recognised Gov-
ernment of National Ac-
cord (GNA).

More than 75,000 
people have been driven 
from their homes in the 
latest fighting and 510 
have been killed, accord-
ing to the World Health 
Organization.

More than 2,400 
have also been wound-
ed, while 100,000 people 
are feared trapped by 
the clashes raging on the 
capital’s outskirts.

Fighting between 
Haftar’s self-styled Lib-
yan National Army and 
forces loyal to the GNA 
continues to rage south 
of Tripoli, and the UN en-
voy has warned of a “long 
and bloody war”.

Mostafa remem-
bers the day the fighting 
erupted, saying she was 
woken by “the deafening 
sound of machine-gun 
fire and cannons”.

“We had to flee our 
home in the midst of a 
decisive school year,” 
she said.

“I was planning to go 
to university next year... 
Now I don’t know my fate”.

According to the 
UN’s agency for children, 
UNICEF, the fighting is 
“directly affecting some 
122,088 children”.

“The academic year 
has been suspended in 
all schools in conflict-af-
fected areas, and seven 
schools are currently shel-
tering displaced families,” 
UNICEF said last month.

It noted that an “at-
tack on an education 
warehouse destroyed 5 
million schoolbooks and 
national school exam re-
sults” in April.

In many schools 
classes are suspended be-
cause teachers have been 
trapped by fighting and 
are unable to reach work.

According to Rachad 
Bader, the head of a cri-
sis cell set up by the Lib-
ya’s education ministry, 
“most schools in Tripoli 
have remained open”, de-
spite the violence.

“But that is not the 
case for schools in Ain 
Zara and Abou Slim” in 
the southern suburbs of 
the capital, he said.

These “are the ar-
eas hardest hit by the 

military operations,” 
Bader added.

“I hope that the fight-
ing will stop soon, oth-
erwise we will have to 
look for alternatives for 
displaced children so 
that they won’t have to 
loose their school year,” 
he said.

The education minis-
try has given time off 
to teachers and stu-
dents for the holy Mus-
lim fasting month of 
Ramadan which began 
on May 6, hoping that 
by the end of that pe-
riod fighting will have 
abated.

Meanwhile, in areas 
of Tripoli spared by the 
conflict, teachers have 
banded together to give 
free remedial classes 
during Ramadan to stu-
dents displaced by the 
violence.

“It is generous on 
their part, knowing that 
they have sacrificed 
their Ramadan holiday 
to help us catch up,” said 
Mostafa, who along with 
25 other students is tak-
ing maths classes.

“We are really grate-
ful for their help in such 
difficult times,” she said.

But she is still 
afraid that she will 

not get good grades in 
her final exams.

English teacher Gof-
ran Ben Ayad says the 
impromptu teaching 
initiative is key for the 
students.

“What is remarkable 
is that most of these stu-
dents are brilliant and 
have shown that despite 
the psychological trauma 
they have suffered and 
their forced displace-
ment, they are still able 
to learn,” she said.

Ahmad Bashir said 
he found out about the 
catch-up lessons through 
the internet and “didn’t 
waste time” in register-
ing for classes.

“My high school -- the 
Khaled Ben al-Walid 
in Ain Zara -- has been 
closed for six weeks, 
and this is a decisive 
year,” he said.

“I don’t know what 
my future will be like 
after this war,” added 
Bashir, who like Mo-
stafa is in his last year of 
high school.

He hopes the educa-
tion ministry “will be 
understanding” in the 
timing of end-of-year 
exams, and take into 
account the plight of 
displaced students.

Boat capsizes on southwest 
China river, 10 dead, 8 missing

indian envoy rules out talks with 
Pakistan unless it stops supporting terror

Beijing, May 24 (AP): 
A boat carrying passen-
gers across a river has 
capsized in southwest-
ern China, killing at 
least 10 people.

State broadcaster 
CCTV said Friday morn-
ing that eight still were 
missing The captain was 
among 11 people res-
cued after the capsizing 
in remote Banrao village 
of Guizhou province.

Police took the cap-
tain into custody. The in-

jured are being treated in 
the hospital.

China’s Ministry of 
Emergency Management 
says the vessel was a mo-
tor-powered iron boat 
that was “self-built,” rath-
er than obtained from an 
industrial manufacturer.

Transportation ac-
cidents on China’s rivers 
and other waterways 
have become much rar-
er in recent years as the 
government emphasiz-
es safety.

laliT K Jha
(Eds: Changing slug 
for FES 5 and updating 
with fresh inputs )
Washington, May 24 
(PTi): India will not hold 
talks with Pakistan until 
it gives up its state policy 
of supporting terrorism, 
the country’s Ambas-
sador to the US Harsh 
Vardhan Shringla said, 
hours after Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi 
was reelected in a gen-
eral election fought 
on strong nationalistic 
sentiments.

Ties between India 
and Pakistan hit a new 
low after the Pulwama 
terror attack. Tensions 
flared up after a sui-
cide bomber of Paki-
stan-based Jaish-e-Mu-
hammed (JeM) killed 40 
CRPF personnel in Kash-
mir’s Pulwama district 
on February 14.

Amid mounting out-
rage, the Indian Air Force 
(IAF) carried out a count-
er-terror operation, 
hitting the biggest JeM 

training camp in Balakot, 
deep inside Pakistan on 
February 26. The next 
day, Pakistan Air Force 
retaliated and downed a 
MiG-21 in an aerial com-
bat and captured an IAF 
pilot, who was handed 
over to India. 

Shringla said the 
onus of the peace talks 
to improve the relation-
ship between the two 
south Asian neighbours 
lies on Pakistan. 

As long as a particu-
lar country uses terror-
ism as an instrument of 
state policy and India 
continues to be at the re-
ceiving end of that policy, 
no Indian government 
will get a mandate from 
the people to reach out 
to that country, he told 
a group of American re-
porters as results of the 
general elections were 
declared in New Delhi 
in which Modi was vot-
ed back to power with a 
strong mandate.

Responding to a ques-
tion on the future of the 

India-Pak relationship, 
Shringla said the day Pa-
kistan adjourns terror-
ism as a means of achiev-
ing its end, “I think the 
government will be with-
in its mandate” to start a 
better relationship with 
its western neighbour.

“I think it is the de-
sire of every Indian to 
have good relations with 
Pakistan. You see our re-
lations with Bangladesh, 
you see our relations 
with Nepal, Bhutan, 
Sri Lanka, Maldives, 
Afghanistan. We have 
excellent relation-
ships,” he said. 

Pakistan Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan Thurs-
day congratulated Modi 
on his electoral triumph 
and expressed desire 
to work with him for 
peace and prosperity 
in the region. 

Shringla  said i t  is 
part  of  Prime Min-
ister  Narendra Mo-
di ’s  inclusive ef fort 
Sabka Saath,  Sabka 
Vikas to  be part  of 

their  development. His 
policy is development 
for all, including India’s 
neighbours, the top dip-
lomat said.

“We have committed 
USD 27 billion to the de-
velopment of our neigh-
bourhood and Pakistan 
is welcome to join. But 
it cannot be pursuing 
a policy of supporting 
terrorism on the one 
hand and then try-
ing to talk of peace on 
the other. That double 
handed policy is not 
something that we can 
deal with anymore,” 
Shringla said.

Referring to the na-
tional sentiment in the 
aftermath of the Pul-
wama terrorist attack, 
Shringla said there is 
strong bipartisan sup-
port in India when it 
comes to dealing with 
terrorism. 

“So what happens will 
depend largely on Paki-
stan, but I think we will 
have to wait and watch 
that space,” he added.

Trump, Pelosi trade insults as their feud heats up
Washington, May 24 
(AP): She’s calling for an 
“intervention” to save the 
nation from him. He says 
she’s “crazy.” The enmity 
between President Don-
ald Trump and House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
deteriorated Thursday 
into rude-and-then-some 
questioning of his fitness 
for office and her sanity, 
with personal attacks 
flowing from both the na-
tion’s top elected officials 
after a dramatic blow-up 
at the White House.

However intended, 
the exchanges left uncer-
tain ahead of the 2020 
election whether Trump 
and the Democrats will 
be able to work togeth-
er on serious, must-pass 
tasks, such as funding the 
government and raising 
the federal borrowing 
limit, let alone thornier 
issues such as immigra-
tion, national security 
and more.

Pelosi went first, 
with demure shrugs and 
practiced sass. Then, as a 
tornado warning blared 

across Washington, 
Trump followed with a 
derisive nickname some-
thing he had declined to 
give her, up to now.

“She’s a mess,” Trump 
told reporters at an after-
noon news conference in 
which he lined up White 
House staff to testify to 
his calmness the day be-
fore when he walked out 
after three minutes at a 
meeting with Pelosi and 
Senate Democratic lead-
er Charles Schumer.

“Crazy Nancy. ... I 
watched Nancy and she 
was all crazy yester-
day.” As for himself, he 
declared, “I’m an ex-
tremely stable genius.” 
Pelosi scolded back: 

“When the ‘extreme-
ly stable genius’ starts 
acting more presidential, 
I’ll be happy to work with 
him on infrastructure, 
trade and other issues,” 
she tweeted.

There was more, be-
fore and after that ex-
change, for political 
enthusiasts with the 
time and interest to 
follow along.

For those who don’t: 
The theater came a day 
after Trump stalked out 
of the Cabinet Room 
demanding an end to 
all congressional in-
vestigations before he 
would work with Con-
gress on repairing U.S. 
infrastructure or other 

matters. He apparently 
was wound up generally 
over the ongoing con-
gressional Trump-Russia 
probes into whether he 
obstructed justice, and 
specifically by Pelosi’s 
jab a few minutes earlier 
at the Capitol that he “is 
engaged in a cover-up.” 

“I don’t do cover-ups,” 
fumed Trump, who is 
fighting subpoenas 
for testimony by cur-
rent and former White 
House officials.

Hanging over the in-
creasingly personal ex-
changes is a drumbeat 
among about two doz-
en Democrats and one 
Republican to launch 
impeachment hearings 
against Trump based on 
special counsel Robert 
Mueller’s report, which 
described Trump’s ef-
forts to block his federal 
investigation. 

Pelosi has resist-
ed that impeachment 
pressure, preferring a 
methodical process by 
which Congress inves-
tigates and lays out the 

facts on the question of 
obstruction of justice. 
She says the House is 
“not on a path to im-
peachment,” but she’s 
been clear this week that 
an impeachment inquiry 
is not off the table.

Short of that, she’s 
been happy to give 
Trump a hard time all 
year, including question-
ing his manhood and 
forcing him to re-open 
the government without 
the border wall money 
he demanded. On Thurs-
day, she said the White 
House is “crying out” for 
impeachment the idea 
being that a vindication by 
the Republican-controlled 
Senate would help assure 
his re-election.

On Thursday, subtle-
ty went by the wayside. 
Pelosi said Trump has es-
tablished a pattern of un-
predictability, and at one 
point she even joked 
about the 25th Amend-
ment, the Constitu-
tion’s provision laying 
out the procedure for 
replacing a president. 

US sees Pakistan-based LeT threat to 
it in Afghanistan: Pentagon report

laliT K Jha
(Eds: Recasting over-
night story)
Washington, May 24 
(PTi): The US considers 
Pakistan-based Lash-
kar-e-Taiba (LeT) as one 
of the greatest threats 
to it and allied forces in 
war-torn Afghanistan, 
where at least 300 fighters 
from the terror group are 
active, a Pentagon report 
has said.

The LeT, designated a 
global terror organisation 
by the US and the UN, was 
responsible for the 2008 
Mumbai terror attacks 
that killed 166 people. 

Among the 20 prom-
inent terrorist organisa-
tions active in Afghanistan, 
LeT ranks fifth in terms of 
fighters along with al Qae-
da and Islamic Movement 
of Uzbekistan, stated the 
Pentagon report, ‘Lead 
Inspector General for Op-
eration Freedom’s Senti-
nel’, for the quarter ending 
March 31.

The report said the 

Department of Defence 
“identified the Haqqa-
ni Network, the Eastern 
Turkistan Islamic Move-
ment (ETIM) and Lash-
kar-e-Taiba as groups that 
present the greatest threat 
to US and allied forces in 
Afghanistan”. 

The report also stated that 
an estimated 300 LeT and 
1,000 Islamic Emirate High 
Council operatives are active 
in the war-torn country. 

The ISIS-K, Tehr-
ik-e-Taliban Pakistan and 
Haqqani network with 
an estimated 3,000-5,000 
fighters each top the list of 
terrorist groups active in 
Afghanistan, it said. 

The LeT, formed in the 
1980s, is one of the largest 
terror groups currently 
operating from Pakistani 
soil. In December 2001, 
the Department of State 
designated LeT as a For-
eign Terrorist Organisa-
tion. 

In May 2005, the Unit-
ed Nations (UN) 1267 
Sanctions Committee add-

ed LeT to the Consolidated 
UN Security Council Sanc-
tions List. 

Pakistan banned LeT 
in 2002, but the group 
continued to operate 
through its front organisa-
tions - Jamaat-ud-Dawah 
(JuD) and Falah-e-Insani-
yat Foundation (FIF). Pa-
kistan was forced to ban 
these groups this year 
amid intense global pres-
sure to rein in the terror 
groups following the Pul-
wama terror attack.

Paris-based Financial 
Action Task Force (FATF) 
also put pressure on Pa-
kistan to curb money 
laundering and terrorism 

financing. Pakistan was 
put on the grey list by the 
FATF in June 2018, and 
was warned that it may 
further be downgraded if 
it does not act against ter-
ror groups operating from 
its soil. 

US President Donald 
Trump has repeatedly 
accused Pakistan of pro-
viding “safe haven” to ter-
rorists and asked Islam-
abad to rein in the terror 
groups operating from its 
soil. Iran and Afghanistan 
also accuse Pakistan of 
providing support to ter-
ror groups to carry out at-
tacks in the neighbouring 
countries.
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PINK PIZZAZZ! The E! star, Kendall Jenner 
turns heads in a hot pink tulle dress during 
the Cannes Film Festival. 
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Dynamics on films sets have 
changed: Michelle Williams

Los Angeles, May 24 (PTI): Actor Mi-
chelle Williams believes the environment 
on films sets has become more profes-
sional post the #MeToo movement that 
rocked Hollywood two years ago.

In an interview with The Hollywood 
Reporter, the 38-year-old actor said 
there is a shift in the “dynamic” on sets 
and people have started to behave in an 
appropriate manner.

“I feel like the dynamic on sets has 
changed. They don’t hug you anymore. 
You don’t get a morning grope, you get a 
morning handshake,” Williams said.

“I feel like more space has opened up 
in the room, in the actual creative pro-
cess. The space has opened up for me to 
be able to be heard,” she added.

The actor, who will next star in 
“Fosse/Verdon” alongside Oscar winner 
Sam Rockwell, also talked about the in-
famous pay-gap controversy on “All the 
Money in the World”. 

It was revealed in 2017 that Wil-
liams’ co-star from the film, Mark Wal-
hberg, was paid USD 1.5 million com-
pared to her paycheck of less than USD 
1,000 for reshoots after Kevin Spacey’s 

firing from the project. 
After an uproar, Walhberg donat-

ed the entire amount to the Time’s Up 
movement. 

The actor said the controversy and 
its resultant outcome was the “most ex-
citing and the most important thing that 
I’ve ever been involved in”.

“I’m so moved, personally and pro-

fessionally, to have found my place in 
the conversation and my voice through 
the conversation. (I) feel like I’ve grown 
up inside of the conversation. 

“It’s the thing that I’ll feel the 
closest to, more than any work that 
I’ve ever done, if I can just incremen-
tally move the needle for other women,” 
Williams said.

emilia Clarke turned down ‘Fifty Shades of 
grey’ as she was done with on-screen nudity

Los Angeles, May 24 (PTI): “Game of 
Thrones” star Emilia Clarke says she had liked 
the script of “Fifty Shades of Grey” when it was 
pitched to her but eventually declined the proj-
ect because she did not want to be pigeonholed.

The 32-year-old actor was offered the lead 
part of Anastasia Steele in the film adaptation 
of EL James’ bestselling novel. The role was 
eventually played by actor Dakota Johnson in 
the 2015 film and its two follow-ups.

In an interview with The Hollywood Re-
porter, Clarke said it is “annoying” that people 
often remembers her for the explicit scenes 
she shot for the “Game of Thrones”, which she 
basically did for the sake of her character.

“The last time that I was naked on camera 
on [Game of Thrones] was a long time ago, 
and yet it is the only question that I ever get 

asked because I am a woman,” she said. 
“And it’s annoying as hell and I’m sick and 

tired of it because I did it for the character. I 
didn’t do it so some guy could check out my 
tits, for God’s sake,” she added.

When “Fifty Shades” came around, Clarke 
said she was initially drawn to director Sam 
Taylor-Johnson’s idea for the adaptation but 
was not ready to be boxed in a certain image. 

“I did a minimal amount and I’m pi-
geonholed for life, so me saying yes to (‘Fif-
ty Shades’), where the entire thing is about 
sensuality and sex and being naked and all of 
that stuff, I was just like, ‘No way am I going 
to voluntarily walk into that situation’ and 
then never be able to look someone in the eye 
and be like, ‘No, you can’t keep asking me this 
question’,” the actor said.

Anna Kendrick to topline ‘Love Life’ series on WarnerMedia streaming service
Los Angeles, May 24 (PTI): Actor Anna Kendrick is reunit-
ing with filmmaker Paul Feig for the anthology series, “Love 
Life”, which will be released on WarnerMedia’s upcoming 
streaming service.

The 10-episode show is about the journey from first love to 
last love, and how the “people we’re with along the way make us 
into who we are when we finally end up with someone forever”.

Every season would feature a different protagonist, with 
each half-hour episode “telling the story of one of their ro-
mantic relationships”.

Kendrick, who worked with Feig on the films “A Simple Fa-
vour” and “Bridesmaids”, will star in and executive produce 
the first season of the show, reported Deadline.

Apart from directing, Feig is executive producing the 
show alongside Jessie Henderson, Bridget Bedard, and Sam 
Boyd, who wrote the pilot episode.

Will Smith says ‘aladdin’ 
music helped him play Genie

Los Angeles, May 24 (PTI): Will Smith says he had a monu-
mental task of doing justice to the classic Disney character of 
Genie in “Aladdin” but the film’s music, composed by veteran 
Alan Menken, helped his performance.

The 50-year-old actor takes on the iconic role, which was 
earlier played by the late Robin Williams in the 1992 film. 

Talking to Variety on the sidelines of the film’s promotion-
al event, Smith said the biggest challenge of playing the role 
was “being able to find a way to not make it jarring and dis-
turbing by how different it would be.” 

He said he wanted to make people feel at home while they 
were getting something new and special.

“The music was really how I saw my way in to be able to 
play the Genie. That first day messing around with ‘Friend 
Like Me’, I noticed that it was in the BPM range of old-school 
hip-hop. So when I started playing with it, it was like, ‘Oh man 
this really lends itself to a tempo and a flavour that I really 
understand’,” Smith said. 

“And that showed me how I could pay homage to Robin and not 
change the songs so much, so people would have the nostalgic value, 
but then also be able to come with my own flavour,” he added.

Directed by Guy Ritchie, “Aladdin” also features Naomi 
Scott as Princess Jasmine and Mena Massoud as the title char-
acter. It releases in India on Friday.

ARIES: Truth doesn’t have to hurt, Aries, 
as today’s mashup of the emo moon and dip-
lomatic Venus in your candid ninth house 
reminds you. While you definitely want to 
be honest and get an important point across, 
you can do that compassionately. Before you 
speak to this person, rehearse the words you 
plan to say in front of a mirror, and imagine 
someone else is saying that to YOU!  
TAURUS: As a nurturing and peace-loving 
Taurus, it’s easy for you to assume the perso-
na that you think people want from you. And 
while that can be tempting bait, it doesn’t 
make for deep and lasting interpersonal 
connections. Today, as the emo moon aligns 
with your ruler, enchanting Venus, in your 
soulful eighth house, drop the mask.  
GEMINI: Careful what you wish for today, 
Gem! Your hopes and dreams can be easi-
ly manifested under an exact conjunction 
of the intuitive moon and nimble Venus in 
your partnership house. You’ll be able to 
discuss emotional issues that have been 
hard to put into words, and, at the same time, 
you’ll have the ability to listen without get-

ting defensive, thanks to Venus’s analytical 
approach.  
CANCER: Hardly a news flash, but the 
only real power you have is in the present! If 
you got sidetracked in the clouds daydream-
ing about the future—or lost in the weeds 
reflecting on things that are over—you can 
get back to the here and now with some pur-
poseful movement. It doesn’t matter wheth-
er you do yoga, go ice-skating, take a brisk 
hike or dance around your living room.  
LEO: You can keep drama at bay today 
with one simple cue: being authentic. That 
shouldn’t be all that hard, not with the emo 
moon in cahoots with diplomatic Venus in 
your fifth house of romance, theatrics and 
creativity. While your instinct may be to 
avoid arguments, there are times that you 
can’t “pretend away” a conflict. No two people 
are going to agree on everything. The hallmark 
of a mature relationship is how calmly and 
dispassionately you can work it out.  
VIRGO: You can bury the hatchet with a 
relative, roommate or someone in your inner 
circle today, Virgo—but only if you’re truly 

willing to forgive (if not forget). Extending 
an olive branch won’t be that hard under the 
peace-seeking alignment of the moon and 
Venus, but you may struggle to fully release 
any residual resentment. The trick is to stop 
trying to change people.  
LIBRA: If you’re not 100 percent content with 
the communication channels in some of your 
key relationships, Libra, don’t be too quick to 
blame others. Your romantic sign loves to be 
pursued, but when people get too close, your 
indecisive side may kick in and you can quickly 
become a ghost. Any meaningful connection re-
quires care and feeding. Under today’s mashup 
of the emo moon and your ruler, loving Venus, 
in your articulate third house, evaluate how ef-
fusive (or not) you’ve been.   
SCORPIO: Today, you can move the nee-
dle on a frozen bottom line by doing some-
thing different—namely, shifting out of 
sleep mode and getting proactive. There are 
basically three ways to increase your wealth, 
Scorpio (excluding winning the Powerball): 
earn more, spend less and make your money 
work harder for you! 

SAGITTARIUS: Do you feel stuck, Sagit-
tarius, or like everyone else is getting ahead 
while you’re locked in neutral? Part of that, 
no doubt, comes from your super-high ex-
pectations of yourself. But another reason 
might be that you’re not as clear about 
where you want to go as you could be. You 
can’t manifest something if you don’t know 
exactly what you want. Under today’s illu-
minating alignment of the intuitive moon 
and creatrix Venus, focus on your hopes 
and dreams and loftiest visions. Write down 
three concrete things you can do to get clos-
er to them, and then take the first step before 
your head hits the pillow tonight!    
CAPRICORN: You may be tempted to 
force a situation to resolution, but that would 
be like trying to push a baby bird to leave 
the nest and fly before it’s ready. Don’t mis-
take a shortage of action for a lack of in-
terest. Movement is happening, but it may 
not be visible—yet. Under today’s healing 
mashup of the intuitive moon and gentle Ve-
nus in your introspective twelfth house, do 
your best to accept things for what they are. 

You’ll know when you need to put the spurs 
to someone’s side. Until then, let things de-
velop organically.    
AQUARIUS:  Branch out, Aquarius! You 
love your go-to squad, but your circle of 
influence could also use some fresh blood. 
The best way to “force” yourself to meet 
new people or interact in a group is by not 
have a friend crutch to lean on. Today, as 
the intuitive moon syncs up with convivial 
Venus in your community-spirited eleventh 
house, you can widen your social horizons 
easily and comfortably.   
PISCES: To the top! You won’t need to 
plead your case with any junior execs today, 
Pisces—not with the moon and enchanting 
Venus linked up in your tenth house of career 
ambition and success. You’ll have the ear of 
the higher-ups, so make sure your elevator 
pitch is polished and perfected. This is also a 
good day to peacefully talk through any issues 
you’ve been having with clients or colleagues. 
But don’t air that laundry in public. Take it to 
someone’s office or a conference room, and if 
you can’t find one, go to a coffee shop. 


