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Organisation of women’s power 
tackles litter around Kyongsa Ground

Summit RepoRt
Gyalshing, 18 Aug: 

Naari Shakti Samuha, 
a local non-govern-

mental organization 
of Lingchom in West 
Sikkim, carried out a 
cleanliness drive to-
day around Kyongsa 
Ground near the ba-
zaar area. Led by their 
president, Laxmi Gu-
rung, members of the 
organization took part 
in the cleanliness drive 
on the theme ‘waste 

free Sikkim’.
The Kyongsa 

Ground hosts public 
functions and sporting 
activities throughout 
the year and this ex-
pectedly creates main-
tenance challenges 
given the people’s pro-
clivity to litter. With 
Independence Day cel-
ebrations hosted their 
recently, the area was 
in desperate need for a 
cleanliness drive. 

The ladies collected 

many sacks of litter and 
waste and dispatched the 
collected waste for dis-
posal.

Ms Gurung informs 
that the cleanliness 
drive was part of 
Naari Shakti Samuha’s 
sanitation mission 
at villages across the 
district. She shared 
that the NGO was also  
working on other social 
issues such as women’s 
health and sanitation, 
trafficking etc.

Rally in Gangtok wants defectors to resign
SPYF MARSHALS SUPPORT FOR PROTEST AGAINST SDF DEFECTIONS, MOCKERY OF MANDATE

Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 18 Aug:

Sikkim Progressive 
Youth Forum, under 

the banner of Citizens’ 
Forum  of Sikkim, took  
out a protest rally here 
today against the 12 Sik-
kim Democratic Front 
MLAs who, within two 
months of the election 
results, bailed from the 
party on whose ticket 
they won and divvied 
into Bharatiya Janata 
Party and Sikkim Kranti-
kari Morcha.

The rally condemned 
the crossovers as a mock-
ery of the people’s man-
date and demanded that 
the 12 MLAs resign from 
the Legislative Assembly 
on moral grounds.

SPYF’s Shankar Shar-
ma, the forum does not 
have a heirarchy of of-
fice-bearers, while ad-
dressing the media at 
the start of the rally, stat-
ed that they would not 
have any objections if the 
MLAs who have defect-
ed resigned and won the 
resulting by-elections as 
candidates of the parties 
they now belong to.

Today’s rally started 
from Amdo Golai at Indi-
ra Bypass and culminat-

ed at the District Admin-
istrative Centre at Sichey.

The marchers car-
ried banners proclaim-
ing their condemnation 
and demands and were 
joined by Sikkim Pradesh 
Congress Committee 
president, Bharat Basnet, 
Sikkim Subjects Commit-
tee’s Nawin Kiran and 
representatives from 
other NGOs and social 
organisations.

SPYF had sent out an 
appeal to all stakehold-
ers of democracy to join 
the rally. The turnout was 
not as huge as the buzz 
on social media project-
ed, but they made their 
point and registered in 
public what a sizeable 

number of the people 
here are privately feeling.

The organizers also 
commented today that 
response to their call for 
support would be a re-
flection of the democratic 
credentials of the people 
who otherwise vent with 
fury in their claims to 
support democracy. They 
must have been let down 
because while the police 
turned up  in large num-
bers, attracting the com-
ment of “police state” 
from SPYF members, at-
tendance was slim.

The organisation also 
announced today that if 
their demand for resig-
nations remains ignored, 
they will continue their 

protest in other forms.
While the organisa-

tion had wanted to take 
out the rally through the 
highway from Deorali 
to Titanic, the police au-
thorities after dithering 
over their request for 
permission, eventual-
ly granted permission 
along with the request 
that they take the alter-
nate route taken today. 
As per SPYF, the police 
cited “internal security 
problem” as the reason.

It may be recalled that 
10 SDF legislators joined 
the BJP in New Delhi on 
14 August and a day later, 
the MLAs who had gone 
against the party deci-
sion to boycott assembly 

proceedings, now freed 
of attracting disqualifica-
tion under anti-defection 
laws joined the SKM. 

SDF, which had been 
awarded 15 constituen-
cies by voters here, is 
now left with only one 
MLA in the SDF party 
president Pawan Cham-
ling.

Expectedly, SKM sup-
porters stayed away from 
today’s rally since their 
party too has gained two 
MLAs from the SDF defec-
tions, but it was the silence 
from SDF camp which has 
raised eyebrows. 

The ten former SDF 
MLAs are reportedly still 
camped in New Delhi 
and given BJP’s track-re-
cord with such moves, 
speculations are rife on 
how the political scene in 
Sikkim could get further 
muddied.

Meanwhile, SPYF has 
become the first non-po-
litical outfit to call out 
the latest development 
and it remains to be 
seen whether their stand 
gains any traction or how 
the organization nego-
tiates the turbulence 
which is bound to result 
from the currently very 
fluid politics of Sikkim.

NRC authority mulls action against official for 
irregularities in checking documents: sources

Guwahati, Aug 18 
(PTI): The NRC authori-
ty is considering recom-
mending strong action 
against a senior Assam 
government official for 
alleged irregularities in 
checking documents of 
people from Chamaria 
and some nearby areas 
in Kamrup district after 
which re-verification had 
to be done, sources close 
to the development said.

Kamrup Deputy Com-
missioner Kamal Kumar 
Baishya has sent a report 
to the NRC State Coor-
dinator Prateek Hajela 
about two months back 
on the alleged irregulari-
ties by a former Circle Of-
ficer of Chamaria under 
his district which came 
to light in 2018.

The report noted how 
the then Circle Officer 
allegedly made all the 
affected people Original 
Inhabitants (OI) only to 
reduce his workload, the 
sources claimed.

He had allegedly 
ticked the OI column for 
all the people, including 
Hindus and Muslims, 
in the verification list, 
which lessened his bur-
den for cross-checking 
the documents as well 
as the tedious process 
of finding out the fami-
ly tree of the applicants, 
they said.

“It is not a corrup-
tion-related case. The 
DC’s enquiry has found 
out that the official’s 
quality of verification 
was very poor and he 
was not sincere about his 
duties,” a source said.

The sources told PTI 
that the irregularities 
were initially detected 
around September 2018, 
after which the Kamrup 
district administration 
swung into action and 
found that it was affect-
ing the entire Chamaria 
revenue circle.

The NRC (Nation-
al Register of Citizens) 

authority was then in-
formed about the devel-
opment and after much 
deliberations, it was de-
cided to hold reverifica-
tion in these areas.

“It was a good pro-ac-
tive decision by the NRC 
authority to hold the re-
verification process.

“This shows that they 
are serious about bring-
ing out an error-free NRC 
within the deadline,” a 
source close to the devel-
opment said.

The NRC authority 
has taken the report very 
seriously and is likely 
to recommend strong 
action against the err-
ing bureaucrat, who is 
an Assam Civil Services 
official, the sources con-
firmed.

No official comment 
could be obtained from 
the NRC Office as the Su-
preme Court had barred 
them from talking to the 
media.

The deadline to pub-

lish the final NRC is Au-
gust 31.

The errant official 
was transferred from 
Chamaria early last year. 
A new Circle Officer was 
appointed in Chamaria, 
but he left the place with-
in months seeking a vol-
untary transfer.

In the second half of 
2018, the current Circle 
Officer was appointed.

She along with the 
deputy commissioner 
informed the NRC au-
thority about the irreg-
ularities and started the 
process of reverification.

Calls made to the 
Kamrup Deputy Com-
missioner remained un-
answered.

From August 3 af-
ternoon, notices for re-
verification were served 
across the south of Kam-
rup district to about 
33,000 people, asking 
them to appear within 48 
hours in NRC Seva Kend-
ras               turn to pg02

Bhutan’s message to humanity is happiness: PM Modi
Thimphu, Aug 18 (PTI): 
Bhutan has understood 
the essence of happiness 
and it is not a surprise 
that the Himalayan na-
tion has become synony-
mous in the world for its 
concept of Gross Nation-
al Happiness, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi said 
here on Sunday.

Addressing the stu-
dents of the Royal Uni-
versity of Bhutan, Prime 
Minister Modi said the 
world had a lot to learn 
from Bhutan where de-
velopment, environment 
and culture are not at 
loggerheads but in syn-

ergy.
“In any part of the 

world, if we ask the ques-
tion what do you associ-
ate with Bhutan, the an-
swer will be the concept 
of Gross National Happi-
ness. I am not surprised. 
Bhutan has understood 
the essence of happi-
ness,” he said.

“Bhutan has under-
stood the spirit of har-
mony, togetherness and 
compassion. This very 
spirit radiates from the 
adorable children who 
lined the streets to wel-
come me yesterday. I will 
always remember their 

smiles,” Modi said.
Modi arrived in Bhu-

tan on Saturday on a two-
day state visit. This is his 
second visit to the coun-
try and the first since his 
re-election.

Gross National Happi-
ness is a term coined by 
the fourth King of Bhutan 
Jigme Singye Wangchuck 
in 1972. The concept im-
plies that sustainable de-
velopment should take a 
holistic approach towards 
progress and give equal 
importance to non-eco-
nomic aspects of wellbe-
ing. “Bhutan’s message 
to humanity is happi-

ness. Happiness which 
springs from harmony. 
The world can do with 
a lot more happiness. 
Happiness, which shall 
prevail over mindless 
hate. If people are happy, 
there will be harmony, 
where there is harmony, 
there will be peace. And 
it is peace that will help 
societies achieve prog-
ress through sustainable 
development,” Modi said.

He said in a time where 
development is often seen 
in conflict with traditions 
and the environment, the 
world has much to learn 
from Bhutan.

Kerala landslides: Ground Penetrating Radars 
being used to locate bodies;toll now  116

Th i r u va na n t h a p u -
ram,Aug 18 (PTI): 
Ground Penetrating Ra-
dars were put into use on 
Sunday to locate bodies 
at Kavalappara in Malap-
puram and Puthumala in 
Wayanad, where massive 
landslides had wiped out 
two villages, even as the 
toll in rain battered Ker-
ala climbed to 116 with 
the retrieval of more 
bodies.

A team of experts 
from Hyderabad started 
the search operations 
at the two villages with 
GPR, which will help de-
tect bodies buried under 
mounds of earth.

A state wide calamity 
report issued by the gov-
ernment said 116 people 
have lost their lives in 
Kerala in the second spell 
of the South West mon-
soon rains since August 
8 and that 83,043 peo-
ple are still in 519 relief 
camps.

As per the update, 53 
people have so far lost 
their lives in Malappur-
am, 12 in Wayanad and 
17 in Kozhikode, theth-

ree northern districts, 
where 26 people are still 
missing.

The report also said 
that 1,204 houses were 
fully damaged in the 
monsoon.

Meanwhile, over one 
lakh volunteers have en-
rolled for cleaning work 
in flood-hit villages in the 
northern districts.

Kerala’s all-wom-
en self-help group 
Kudumbashree has en-
gaged over 50,000 mem-
bers for the purpose.

“Volunteers from var-
ious organisations have 
identified over 15,000 
spots in Wayanad. They 
are moving in batch-
es and have started the 
cleaning mission.

They will remove the 
mud and slush from the 
houses, clean wells and 
the locality,” an official 
told PTI.

The volunteers will 
clean the wells using 
“super chlorination” 
method and the state 
Suchitwa Mission has 
arranged material 
and equipment for the 

purposes, the official 
said.

State minister-
sKadannappalli Ram-
achandran and T P Ra-
makrishnan are coordi-
nating the cleaning mis-
sion.

Thousands of stu-
dents, from the Students’ 
Federation of India (SFI), 
National Cadets Corps 
(NCC) and National Ser-
vice Scheme (NSS) have 
joined the cleaning ini-
tiative.

A health department 
official said vaccines 
have been provided for 
volunteers to prevent 
leptospirosis,also known 
as rat fever .

“We have provided 
the volunteers gumboots 
and gloves,” the official 
said.

As the rains receded, 
people have started re-
turning  to their homes 
after cleaning the accu-
mulated mud and filth.

Good samaritans 
from neighbouring dis-
tricts are also lending a 
helping hand in the clean 
up operations.

EC wants legal backing to seek Aadhaar 
numbers to clean up voters list

New Delhi, Aug 18 
(PTI): The Election Com-
mission has asked the 
government to give it 
statutory backing to col-
lect Aadhaar numbers of 
new applicants and exist-
ing voters to check mul-
tiple entries in electoral 
rolls.

In a letter to the Law 
Ministry, the commis-
sion has proposed that 
provisions of the Repre-
sentation of the People 
Act be amended to allow 
the EC to seek Aadhaar 
numbers of those ap-
plying to be voters and 
those who are already 
part of voters list.

According to the EC 
proposal sent earlier 

this month, the electoral 
law should be amended 
to empower electoral 
registration officer to 
seek Aadhaar numbers 
of the existing voters as 
well as of those applying 
to the voters list.

In August 2015, a Su-
preme Court order on 
Aadhaar card has put 
brakes on the Election 
Commission’s project 
to link Unique Identifi-
cation Authority of In-
dia (UIDAI) (Aadhaar) 
numbers with voters’ 
electoral data to check 
multiple entries in elec-
toral rolls.

The poll panel was 
then collecting Aad-
haar numbers as part 

of its National Electoral 
Roll Purification and Au-
thentication Programme 
(NERPAP).

Seeking to check 
multiple entries in 
electoral rolls and to 
make them error-free, 
the Election Commis-
sion had embarked on 
an ambitious project to 
link Aadhaar numbers 
with voters’ electoral 
data.

“Since the Supreme 
Court order makes it 
clear that sanction of 
law is required to col-
lect Aadhaar number, 
the commission has 
proposed changes in the 
electoral law,” a func-
tionary explained.

Restrictions 
reimposed 
in parts of 
Srinagar after 
incidents of 
violence
Srinagar, Aug 18 
(PTI): Restrictions 
were tightened in some 
parts of the city on Sun-
day following incidents 
of violence a day earlier, 
even as the first batch of 
Haj pilgrims returned 
to Kashmir from Saudi 
Arabia, officials said.

They added restric-
tions continued in many 
parts of the Valley for 
the 14th day on Sunday.

Restrictions were 
reimposed in certain 
areas which witnessed 
trouble on Saturday af-
ter the curbs were eased 
in several areas of the 
city and elsewhere in 
the valley, the officials 
said. They said protests 
took place at around a 
dozen places in which 
several protesters were 
injured. However, the 
exact number of injuries 
was not available, they 
added.

The officials said the 
flights carrying around 
300 pilgrims landed 
at the Srinagar airport 
in the morning. Elab-
orate arrangements 
have been made for the 
smooth movement of 
pilgrims to their respec-
tive destinations, they 
said. “Only one family 
member is allowed at 
the airport to receive the 
Hajis. A fleet of the State 
Road Transport Corpo-
ration (SRTC) buses has 
been deployed to facil-
itate the movement of 
Hajis and their

turn to pg02
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URGENTLY REqUIRED: 
Urgent Recruitment for a waiter 

with atleast 3 years experience and 
one kitchen helper. Contact: Hotel 

Paramount, Dentam, West Sik-
kim- 9735909625 / 8348285444

WANTED 
HOUSEKEEPER/BABYSITTER . 

Contact:  9933443442/9800500696.
GENERAL INFORMATION

This is for general information of all concerned 
that Hotel Parasol Residency, Panihouse, Deorali 
East Sikkim shall remain closed for a period of 
six months for carrying out necessary repairs. 
All concerned tour operators and clients are 
requested to refrain from booking or deal with 
any sort with regard to Hotel Parasol Residency, 
Panihouse, Deorali, East Sikkim.

Mr. Subash Lama
Proprietor

Hotel Parasol Residency,
 Panihouse, Deorali, East Sikkim

Four & half Storied building on SALE, behind Hotel 
Agarwal at Pani House, Gangtok, East Sikkim. In-
terested parties may also buy flats – 2 flats – 1650 
sq.ft , 1 Flat – 1186 sq.ft & 1 Flat on top (1 & half)- 
3000 sq.ft. Contact: -9434751150

to book 
advertisements in Sum-

mitTimes, call
03592-208698

9734152541

NRC authority mulls...
 (NSKs), almost 400-500 km away from their place of residence, in several upper 
Assam districts.

The sources said that as NRC process is time-bound and the final document has 
to be published by August 31, all the reverification work has to be completed as 
soon as possible.

“The NSKs in entire lower Assam were already loaded with their scheduled re-
verification process. As there were fewer claims and objections in upper Assam, so 
the NSKs there were relatively less occupied.

“That is why the authorities decided to hold the reverification of these unsched-
uled cases in upper Assam districts.

“The only thing is that the notices should have been served to the people by 
giving them some more time,” they added.

Many poor people in the south of Kamrup area, with no money to fund their 
travel at such a short notice, had to pledge their valuables, including gold, cattle or 
sell their harvested crops at throwaway price.

People rushed to the NSKs in Jorhat, Sivasagar, Golaghat and Charaideo districts 
cramming into overloaded and overpriced buses.

In July last year, 40,07,707 people were excluded from the complete draft of 
the NRC, which contained the names of 2,89,83,677 eligible persons out of a total 
3,29,91,384 applicants.

An additional 1,02,462 persons were included last month in the list of excluded 
persons, taking the total number of ineligible persons to 41,10,169 in the complete 
draft document.

Assam, which had faced an influx of people from Bangladesh since the early 
20th Century, is the only state having an NRC that was first prepared in 1951.

Restrictions reimposed...
 relatives with the coordination of all district ad-

ministrations,” the officials said.
The security forces, they said, have been directed 

to allow passage of pilgrims and their relatives, who 
have already been issued passes, through the areas 
where restrictions are in place.

Government spokesman Rohit Kansal had on Sat-
urday said the restrictions were eased in 35 police 
station areas of the valley. However, several places 
witnessed clashes between groups of youth and secu-
rity forces, leading to reimposition of the curbs.

On Saturday evening, Kansal said protests took 
place at six places in the valley in which eight persons 
suffered injuries.

Landline telephone services have been restored 
in several areas of the city as the process to bring 
more areas on the telecom map was going on, the of-
ficials said.

Some private vehicles were seen plying in the civil 
lines areas of the city and the other district headquar-
ters of the valley, they said. Some shops were also 
open in those areas, they added.

Weather improves in south Bengal; rain likely in western parts
Kolkata, Aug 18 (PTI): 
Weather in large parts of 
south Bengal, including 
the metropolis, improved 
on Sunday after two days 
of torrential rain that led 
to waterlogging in many 
areas and snapped road 
links at several places.

With the low pres-
sure that led to the high 
precipitation in the 
southern districts of 
the state having moved 
towards the West Ben-
gal-Jharkhand border, 

the Met department 
predicted heavy to very 
heavy rain in the western 
parts of the state.

Heavy to very heavy 
rain has been forecast in 
the districts of Bankura, 
Purulia, West Midnapore 
and Jhargram bordering 
Jharkhand, while the oth-
er districts of south Ben-
gal are likely to receive 
light to moderate rain till 
Monday morning.

The seaside resort 
town of Digha on Bay 

of Bengal coast record-
ed the highest rainfall 
in 24 hours till Sunday 
morning at 121 mm, 
while port town Haldia 
received 105 mm precip-
itation during the same 
period, the Met said.

Kolkata received 62 
mm rainfall, while the 
NSC Bose Internation-
al Airport recorded 51 
mm rain, it said.

Some other towns 
in south Bengal which 
received heavy rain 

during the said period 
are Kalaikunda (80 mm), 
Midnapore (70 mm), 
Contai (71 mm), Bar-
rackpore (55 mm) and 
Canning (50 mm), the 
weatherman said.

With no precipi-
tation since Sunday 
morning, rain water 
receded from the main 
thoroughfares of Kolk-
ata, but some low- ly-
ing areas of the city and 
suburbs continued to 
remain waterlogged.

Absence of legal awareness root 
cause of rights’ deprivation:  CJI

Nagpur, Aug 18 (PTI): 
Chief Justice of India 
Ranjan Gogoi on Sunday 
said the absence of legal 
awareness was the “root 
cause” of “deception, 
exploitation and depri-
vation” of the rights and 
benefits of the masses.

He also observed that 
“awareness” about ones’ 
rights and the means of 
securing them are the 
“powerful instruments” 
to bring social and eco-
nomic progress.

Addressing the vale-
dictory function of the 
17th All India Meet of 
State Legal Services Au-
thority (SLSA) in Nagpur, 
the CJI said legal services 
must be constituted to 
“achieve distributed jus-
tice, effective implemen-
tation of welfare benefits 
and elimination of social 
and structural discrimi-
nation against the poor”.

In his speech, he 
also underlined the im-
portance of”legal litera-
cy”,”technology and ac-
ccess” and the “impact 
and accountability” for 
delivering the quality le-
gal services.

Justice Gogoi also 
said the National Le-
gal Services Authority 
(NALSA) and State Legal 
Services Authorities are 
the “crucial vehicles” for 
discharging the Consti-
tutional mandate of jus-
tice to all on the basis of 
equal opportunities.

“These bodies have 
to ensure through their 
methods that justice 
reaches the remotest 
corners of the country 
and the last person,” said 

the CJI.
Emphasising the need 

for “legal literacy”, Justice 
Gogoi said, “awareness of 
ones’ rights and means of 
securing those rights are 
powerful instruments 
for bringing about social 
and economic progress. 
Absence of legal aware-
ness is a root cause of 
deception, exploitation 
and deprivation of rights 
and benefits of the mass-
es. Legal literacy and le-
gal awarenessgo hand in 
hand”.

Justice Gogoi said the 
“legal aid movement” 
cannot achieve its goal 
until people are aware 
about their legal rights 
so as their basic rights.

He said “greater 
awareness” translates 
into better and broader 
access.

The CJI observed 
that contemporary legal 
education is limited to 
universities training fu-
ture lawyers and that it 
should go beyond aware-
ness.

“Though educa-
tion on legal topics is 
in school and college 
curriculum. It should 
go beyond awareness. 
What instead required 
is movement from near 
awareness to engage-
ment,” the CJI said.

Justice Gogoi further 
underlined the need to 
implement legal knowl-
edge for the overall good.

“Efforts must be 
made to secure concert-
ed engagement of young 
minds in understanding 
and utilising that knowl-
edge for the benefit of 

the society. Not only law 
colleges but the students 
of schools and colleges 
must be included in the 
outreach programme. 
Students and young per-
sons have the potential 
to become the ambassa-
dors of justice,” said Jus-
tice Gogoi.

He also emphasised 
the need to focus on 
‘Technology and Access’ 
and the need for custom-
ised legal services as per 
the needs of the people.

“Technology and in-
novation should be em-
braced in all aspects of 
functions on the profes-
sionally-managed ren-
dering of legal services 
at all the levels. It should 
ensure (delivery of) 
timely and effective legal 
services to the needy,” 
said the CJI.

“Let us use technol-
ogy to provide greater 
information about legal 
aid through mobile apps, 
provide vital information 
to those seeking legal aid 
about status of their cas-
es and applications,” he 
said.

The CJI also under-
lined the importance of 
“impact and accountabil-
ity”, saying in fact there is 
no better “mirage” than 
statistics.

“Right to legal aid 
means the right to quali-
ty legal aid. Commitment 
to quality must be there 
in the whole organisa-
tion,” he said.

To ensure quality, the 
CJI suggested a rigorous 
selection process for em-
panelment of lawyers.

“If need be there se-

lection be made on the 
lines of the process fol-
lowed for the selection of 
public prosecutors.

This would go all the 
way in addressing the 
complaints of lack of 
quality,” the CJI said.

“This step, to a large 
extent, (can) also be 
achieved in addressing 
the concerns of adequate 
economic incentives.

Currently, it is often 
told to us that good law-
yers keep away because 
of untimely payment of 
honorarium,” said the CJI.

He added: “Building 
committed cadres select-
ed through transparent 
and rigorous process to 
form away persuasive 
argument and to en-
hance and ensure timely 
payment of honorarium. 
Regular training should 
be provided to building 
capacity among panel 
lawyers and para-legals”.

“To provide quality 
training, the state le-
gal services authorities 
must partner with state 
judicial academies or 
national law universities 
and other universities to 
evolve a comprehensive, 
innovative and pragmat-
ic training programme,” 
said the CJI.

Quoting Mahatma 
Gandhi that “the first 
step to achieve justice 
is to make injustice 
visible”, the CJI said, 
“Pursuit of justice must 
involve elimination of 
injustice, and it is unjust 
that anyone is denied 
the opportunity of pur-
suing their right owing 
to poverty”.

AITA on sticky wicket ahead of talks 
with ITF security consultants

AMANPREET SINGH
New Delhi, Aug 18 
(PTI): India’s tennis 
federation will look to 
convince world body ITF 
into changing the ven-
ue of their Davis Cup tie 
against Pakistan in Is-
lamabad with team cap-
tain Mahesh Bhupathi 
likely to play a key role in 
the tele-consultation on 
Monday.

The tie has become 
a matter of specula-
tion ever since Pakistan 
downgraded diplomatic 
ties with India citing the 
revocation of the special 
status enjoyed by the In-
dian state of Jammu and 
Kashmir.

India had named a 
full-strength team for the 
September 14-15 tie in 
Islamabad.

But after Jammu and 
Kashmir was turned 
into a union territory, 
Pakistan asked the Indi-
an ambassador to leave 
their country, halted a 
goodwill train service 
and tried to kick up an 
international row by 
continuously issuing 
aggressive statements 
against India.

Despite the esca-
lating tension, India’s 
Sports Ministry made it 
clear that it won’t inter-
fere since it is not a bilat-
eral series.

The All India Tennis 
Association (AITA) none-
theless has a tough job 
at hand to convince the 
ITF to provide a neutral 
venue since the World 
Governing body still feels 
that current circum-
stances do not demand a 
change in venue.

“Safety and securi-
ty are the ITF’s highest 
priority. We are work-
ing closely with the host 
nation and independent 
expert security advisors, 

and the ITF is satisfied 
with their current secu-
rity assessment of the 
site and the security plan 
in place,” ITF said in a 
statement to PTI.

“The overall security 
risk rating for Pakistan 
has not changed, but we 
will continue to monitor 
the situation closely with 
our advisors,” added the 
statement.

ITF though has 
agreed to address AITA’s 
concern and will ensure 
that its security consul-
tants speak with them. 
Bhupathi will also be 
part of the tele-confer-
ence, scheduled for Mon-
day.

According to the Da-
vis Cup rules and regula-
tions a tie can be moved 
out of a Nation only in a 
few circumstances.

“A Nation with Choice 
of Ground may lose its 
choice at any time if the 
Davis Cup Committee 
considers that it is not 
possible or practicable 
for the opposing Nation 
to reach or play at the 
venue chosen for the 
Tie, due to (for example) 
an incident such as war, 
political unrest, terror-
ism or natural disaster,” 
reads the rule 30.2.5.

In this case, India is 
not at war with Pakistan 
even though the diplo-
matic tensions have been 

high owing to Pakistan’s 
aggressive stance.

The security appre-
hensions remain and the 
players are jittery about 
travelling to Pakistan.

However, withdraw-
ing from the tie will af-
fect the AITA as well as 
Indian Davis Cup team.

Forfeiting the tie 
would mean that Indian 
team will be automat-
ically relegated to the 
Asia/Oceania Group II. It 
means India won’t reach 
the World Group Qualifi-
ers before 2022, getting 
pegged back by at least 
two years.

It will have to com-
pete in Group II in 2020 
to earn promotion back 
to Group I and again 
spend 2021 in Group I 
to be able to compete in 
Qualifiers in 2022.

Whereas, if the In-
dian team travels to Pa-
kistan next month and 
beat the hosts, it will be 
eligible to compete in the 
Qualifiers in 2020.

“We are not inter-
ested in forfeiting the 
tie. We look forward to 
working with the ITF to 
find a solution that guar-
antees the safety of all 
the players,” Bhupathi 
told PTI.

For AITA, it’s about fi-
nancial losses as well.

According to the rule 
62.1.2, a defaulting na-

tion, “will be liable for 
all reasonable expenses 
incurred by the ITF, or 
the Final Week Organiser 
and the other Nation(s) 
participating in the Tie/
Event up to the date 
when notice of default 
was received by the ITF.

Rule 62.1.3 states, it 
may, on application by 
the ITF, be subject to a 
fine imposed by the ITF 
Internal Adjudication 
Panel.

So, it is not going to 
be an easy call to make if 
the ITF Consultants per-
sist that the Indian team 
must travel to Pakistan.

AITA Life President 
Anil Khanna is ITF Vice 
President and also on the 
ITF Board of Directors.

However, an AITA Ex-
ecutive member felt that 
Khanna is not in a posi-
tion to help India’s case 
here. “There are people 
from different nations 
on the ITF Board and if 
everyone starts bringing 
their respective nations’ 
issues, the Board won’t 
be able to entertain all 
requests,” the member, 
who did not wish to be 
named, said.

There is another 
school of thought ac-
cording to which Khanna 
would not want to antag-
onise Pakistan since ITF 
President elections are 
approaching.

CBI books Ratul Puri in Rs 
354-crore bank fraud case

New Delhi, Aug 18 
(PTI): The CBI has 
booked Madhya Pradesh 
Chief Minister Kamal 
Nath’s nephew Ratul 
Puri, the then former ex-
ecutive director of Moser 
Baer, and others in con-
nection with a Rs-354 
crore bank fraud case 
filed by Central Bank of 
India, officials said on 
Sunday.

Besides Ratul and 
the company, his father 
and Managing Director 
Deepak Puri, Directors 
Nita Puri (Ratul’s mother 
and Kamal Nath’s sister), 
Sanjay Jain and Vineet 
Sharma have also been 
booked by the agency for 
alleged criminal conspir-
acy, cheating, forgery and 
corruption.

Ratul had resigned 
from the post of executive 
director in 2012, while his 
parents continue to be on 
the board, the bank said in 
a statement.

The agency has car-
ried out searches at six lo-
cations including the res-
idences and offices of the 
accused directors Sunday, 

they said.
The company is in-

volved in the manufacture 
of optical storage media 
like compact discs, DVDs, 
solid state storage devices.

The case has been reg-
istered based on a com-
plaint from Central Bank 
of India.

The company was 
taking loans from vari-
ous banks since 2009 and 
went for debt restructur-
ing a number of times, the 
bank has alleged in the 
complaint which is now 
part of the CBI FIR.

When it was unable 
to pay the debt, a forensic 
audit was done and the 
the account was declared 
as “fraud” by the Central 
Bank of India on April 20, 
2019, it has alleged.

“...The MBIL has com-
mitted fraud and cheated 
the complainant bank 
thereby making a wrong-
ful gain to themselves 
and a wrongful loss to the 
lender bank which is a 
custodian of public mon-
ey,” the complaint to the 
CBI said.

Primary security of the 
bank consisting of stock of 
finished goods. semi fin-
ished goods and raw ma-
terial have also been dis-
honestly and fraudulently 
removed by the company 
and its directors in order 
to prevent the distribution 
amongst the creditor banks 
to satisfy the debt, the bank 
has alleged.

“The funds granted by 
the banks have been mis-
used and misappropriated 
by MBIL and its directors 
for their own personal use, 
MBIL and its Directors and 
promoters have also com-
mitted fraud in respect 
of reporting book debts, 
which were also one of the 
primary securities of the 
bank,” it said.

Branded ‘witch’, woman force-fed human excreta in Nepal
SHIRISH B PRADHAN
Kathmandu, Aug 18 
(PTI): A 35-year-old 
woman in Nepal was al-
legedly thrashed and 
forced to eat human faeces 
by a group of villagers in 
the latest attack linked to 
accusations of witchcraft, 

police said on Sunday.
A group of five women 

beat the victim and force-
fed her human excreta at 
Birta village of Bhangaha 
area in Mahottari district 
on Monday, they said.

The accused have 
been identified as Sabita 

Devi, Poshila Danuwar, 
Indra Devi Singh Danu-
war, Sukeshwori Devi 
and Rajeshree Anuwar, 
Superintendent of Police 
Shyam Krishna Adhikari 
said. Sukeshwori and Ra-
jashree have been taken 
into police custody, he 

said, adding that they 
have initiated an investi-
gation into the matter.

The practice of ac-
cusing women of being 
witches and assaulting or 
killing them is still com-
mon is some parts of Ne-
pal, although it is illegal.
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Govt BEd College wins Ignite inter-college fest
Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 18 Aug:

Govt BEd College, 
Soreong, emerged 

the top contingent at 
Ignite, an inter-college 
fest organised by Inner 
Wheel Club, Gangtok, on 
Saturday.  This was the 
fourth edition of the fest 
and attracted a massive 
participation of around 
250 students represent-
ing 22 colleges.

Nar Bahadur Bhan-

dari Degree College, 
Tadong, came in first 
runner-up, and CCCT, 
Chisopani, second run-
ner-up at the fest hosted 
at College of Agricultur-
al Engineering & Post 
Harvest Technology at 
Ranipool.

Competitions were 
held in eight categories 
ranging from extempore 
to couples prop dance to 
soduko etc.

Chief Secretary AK 

Srivastava was present 
as chief guest accom-
panied by Professor PP 
Dabral, Dean, CAEPHT, 
as the guest of honour, 
a press release informs.

In his address, the 
CS lauded the spirit and 
power of the ladies of 
Sikkim. He also empha-
sized the need to create 
something which has 
a lasting influence and 
durability. 

For the youth his 

message was, “A big No-
No to mobile phones, 
drugs, liquor, cigarettes 
and fast food. He also 
emphasized the impor-
tance of hand washing 
and awareness about 
illness, and consuming 
nutritious food.”

IWC-Gangtok presi-
dent, Asha Kiran, spoke 
about other projects be-
ing undertaken by the 
Club while the chair-
person of the event, Dr 

Neeti Nepal, shared that 
over the past four years, 
Ignite has grown into an 
important event on the 
college calendar. 

“It is Sikkim’s only 
multievent scholastic 
competition which in-
volves all the govern-
ment and private college 
in the state. The aim of 
the event is not only to 
provide a platform to 
Sikkim’s youth but also 
to foster greater bond-

ing between students 
of various colleges,” she 
detailed.

The different events 
were judged by a pan-
el comprising of Mitali 
Dutta, Puja Sharma, 
Chandrika Chettri, Suraj 
Mallick, Mira Oberoi, 
Sagar Subba, Karish-
ma Pradhan, Mohanlal 
Sarda, Gyurmila Bhutia, 
Pranita Ghimirey, Dilli-
ram Dulal, and Rustam 
Lepcha.

CBI to probe phone tapping charges in Karnataka: CM Yediyurappa
Bengaluru, Aug 18 
(PTI): Days after charges 
of phone tapping during 
the previous coalition 
government headed by 
JD(S) surfaced, Karna-
taka Chief Minister B S 
Yediyurappa on Sunday 
said he will order a CBI 
probe into the allega-
tions citing demands by 
several political leaders 
including Congress.

While former Chief 
Minister H D Kumaras-
wamy, who headed the 
coalition government 
said he was ready for a 
probe by even an “in-
ternational agency”, his 
alliance partner the Con-
gress, however, seemed 
to be a divided house.

“On the telephone 
tapping issue. Several 
leaders, including Con-
gress Legislature Party 
leader Siddaramaiah, 
have said it should be 
probed and truth should 
come out, so I have de-
cided to order a CBI 
probe. Tomorrow itself 
I will order the probe,” 
Yediyurappa told report-
ers here.

He also said it was the 
expectation of the people 
of the state that a detailed 
inquiry should be made 
and the culprits punished.

Yediyurappa’s an-
nouncement comes amid 
signs that the scandal 
was gaining political 
steam ever since dis-
qualified JD(S) MLA A H 
Vishwanath, who served 
as JD(S) state president 
and turned rebel later, 
last week dropped the 
political bomb, accusing 
the H D Kumaraswamy 
government of tapping 
phones and spying on 
more than 300 people, 
including him.

Congress leaders, 
including Siddaramaiah, M 
Mallikarjuna Kharge and 
home minister in the alli-
ance government M B Patil, 
had sought a probe while 
another key party leader and 
former minister D K Shivaku-
mar has rejected the snoop-
ing charges and appeared to 
side with Kumaraswamy.

According to reports, 
phones of those close to 
Siddaramaiah, who was 

the then coalition coordi-
nation committee chief, 
too had come under the 
watch.

Several BJP leaders, 
including former Chief 
Minister Jagadish Shet-
tar, have directly accused 
Kumaraswamy of be-
ing behind the episode 
to save his government 
which was then rocked 
by dissidence within.

The coalition govern-
ment ultimately collapsed 
last month with Kumaras-
wamy losing the trust vote 
in the assembly.

Reacting to the Chief 
Minister announcing a 
CBI probe, Kumaraswamy, 
who has already denied 
the charges, said “Let them 
do any inquiry, whether it 
is a CBI inquiry or any oth-
er agency of international 
standard, or let them talk 
to Trump (US President 
Donald Trump) and get 
it inquired through some 
one from his side.”

He also hit out at the 
electronic media for its 
coverage on the issue, 
saying no one can do any-
thing to him and alleged 
that their intention and 
attempts were to keep 
him away from people of 
the state.

Stating that he was 
not aware as to why his 
name was linked to the 
phone tapping case, he 
stressed, “If I was in-
volved I would have pan-
icked, I’m open.... There 
is not even an iota... to 
point fingers at me.”

The JD(S) leader also 
asked Yediyurappa to 
bring BJPs previous ten-
ure in the government 
and also that of Siddara-

maiah under the ambit of 
the CBI probe.

While Congress Leg-
islature Party leader Sid-
daramaiah has welcomed 
the CBI probe, hoping 
that the BJP does not use 
the central investigat-
ing agency for “political 
vendetta,”Congress on 
its official Twitter handle 
has said that telephone 
tapping “was a bundle of 
lies” and a conspiracy for 
hate politics.

“I welcome the deci-
sion of @BSYBJP to hand 
over the phone tapping 
case to CBI.

But in the past @
BJP4India has used CBI 
as its puppet to unleash 
its venomous political 
vendetta.

Hope @BJP4Karna-
taka leaders does not 
have similar intentions 
this time,” Siddaramaiah 
tweeted on Sunday fol-
lowing announcement 
of probe by the chief 
minister. Asserting that 
allegations of ‘Operation 
Kamala’ being done in 
Karnataka are as serious 
as charges of phone tap-
ping, he said in another 
tweet “I urge @BSYBJP to 
order CBI investigation 
into alleged Operation 
Kamala also.

I heard they acted on 
my advice in phone tap-
ping case & I hope they 
act on this issue as well.”

However, the state 
Congress in a tweet 
termed phone tapping 
as “lies” and a conspiracy 
for hate politics.

Alleging that Yedi-
yurappa was behaving 
like an “underground 
criminal” after becoming 

the chief minister in an 
“immoral” way by “Op-
eration Kamala” through 
the backdoor, the party 
in a tweet said, “In Modi 
administration CBI was 
working as a frontal unit 
of the BJP.

Phone tapping was 
a (bundle of) lies and a 
conspiracy for hate poli-
tics.”

Hitting out at the Con-
gress, senior BJP leader R 
Ashoka expressed sur-
prise over differences 
of opinion on the phone 
tapping probe within the 
grand old party.

Pointing out that sev-
eral Congress leaders, 
including Siddaramaiah, 
had demanded a probe, 
he said, “Before hand-
ing over the probe they 
demanded an inquiry... 
now they are blaming 
the chief minister, it is 
not right.” “Without even 
knowing who was be-
hind the tapping, they 
are accusing us of indulg-
ing in vendetta politics. 
None of us know who is 
behind it, it should come 
out through the probe,” 
Ashoka added.

Vishwanath too hit 
out at the Congress for 
its confusing stand on 
the CBI probe into the 
scandal and said the par-
ty was a divided house 
now, with several groups 
within.

Without naming Ku-
maraswamy, he once 
again alleged that the 
then Chief Minister 
should be aware of tap-
ping as intelligence di-
rectly comes under him.

“Let’s see who are all 
involved,” he said.

Google Maps reunites father 
with daughter after 4 months
New Delhi, Aug 18 
(PTI): Google Maps 
helped police reunite a 
father with his 12-year-
old daughter who had 
gone missing over four 
months ago in Delhi, offi-
cials said.

The girl had taken an 
e-rickshaw near the Kirti 
Nagar furniture market 
in Holi on March 21, ac-
cording to the police.

When the minor did 
not get down at the met-
ro station, the e-rick-
shaw driver asked her 
where she wanted to 
go, but she did not give 
any reply. He took her 
to the Kirti Nagar po-
lice station at 8.33 pm, 
a senior officer said.

During an initial in-
quiry, the girl could not 
remember her house 
and just said she was 
from “Khurja” village 
and her father’s name 
was Jeetan, the officer 
said.

Police searched 
Khajuri Khas and Khu-
reji areas of Delhi since 
their names are simi-
lar to the word ‘Khu-
rja’, but could not find 
any records of missing 
complaints being filed. 
They took the girl to 
the nearby JJ colony, 
but no one could iden-
tify her.

The girl, who is 
mental ly-chal lenged, 
also said that she had 
travelled to Delhi by a 
train a couple of days 
ago with an uncle 
named ‘Pintu’. He took 
off her clothes in the 
train’s washroom and 
left her there when she 
started crying, police 
said.

On March 22, her 
medical examination 
was conducted and no 
sign of sexual assault 
was found. A case was 
registered under Sec-
tion 354A (sexual ha-
rassment) of the Indi-
an Penal Code and rel-
evant sections of the 
POCSO acts. She was 
handed over to an NGO 
named Nirmal Chhaya, 
the police said.

The 12-year-old 
was taken to Khu-
rja village in Uttar 
Pradesh’s Buland-
shahr district by a po-
lice team on four dif-
ferent occasions, but 
they did not get any 
clue about her family, 
Deputy Commissioner 

of Police (West) Moni-
ka Bhardwaj said.

“We kept trying to 
trace her family but 
could not get any lead. 
She was not being 
able to say the name 
of her village prop-
erly,” Bhardwaj said. 
“The police team had 
gone to Khurja several 
times, but no one could 
recognise her there.”

When a police team 
was taking the girl to 
Khurja again on July 
31, a senior officer 
asked her the names 
of nearby areas of her 
village. She said Son-
barsa was her mother’s 
village and there was 
a place called Sakapar 
near her village.

Thereafter, with the 
help of Google Maps, 
the police got to know 
that in Uttar Pradesh’s 
Siddharthnagar dis-
trict, there are villag-
es with the name of 
Sakapar, Sonbarsa and 
“Kurja”.

Later, her family 
was also traced by the 
police. On August 1, her 
father Jeetan, a native 
of Kurja village, came 
to Delhi from Gorakh-
pur, the police said.

Jeetan said he 
brought his daughter 
to the capital for treat-
ment at the Institute 
of Human Behaviour 
and Allied Sciences 
(IHBAS). The girl went 
missing on Holi from 
his sister’s house at JJ 
colony in Kirti Nagar, 
but he did not file any 
missing complaint, the 
police said.

Jeetan, who works at 
a scrap factory in Delhi, 
said his wife, who lives 
at her parent’s house in 
Sonbarsa, was mental-
ly-challenged and she 
had also gone to some 
random place around 
one-and-a-half years 
ago, according to the 
police. “Around three-
four months later, she 
was traced in Ludhi-
ana, Punjab. Similarly, 
he thought that police 
will find his daughter 
also.”

Jeetan, who also 
has a son and another 
daughter, said there 
was no uncle by the 
name of Pintu, follow-
ing which the case of 
sexual harassment was 
dropped, the police 
said.

Credit demand subdued, economy 
needs stimulus: SBI Chairman

Kolkata, Aug 18 (PTI): 
State Bank of India (SBI) 
Chairman Rajnish Kumar 
on Sunday said credit de-
mand remains subdued 
and there is a need for 
stimulus in the economy.

Though lack of cred-
it demand exists in the 
economy, there is no sup-
ply-side constraint as the 
public sector banks are 
more or less well-capital-
ised, he said.

“Demand for credit in 
the economy is subdued. 
There is a need for stim-
ulus in the economy”, Ku-
mar told reporters here.

He was in the city to 
attend the multi-level 
consultation programme 
with the branch manag-
ers of SBI in the region.

“There is no sup-
ply-side constraint. More 
or less, the public sector 
banks are well capital-
ised and bank rates also 
moderated,” he said.

Kumar hoped that 
monsoon will have a pos-
itive impact.

Increased spending 
by the government and 
the upcoming festival 
season would boost de-
mand, Kumar added.

I will run govt for full 
term: Nepal PM Oli

SHIRISH B PRADHAN
Kathmandu, Aug 18 
(PTI): Nepal Prime 
Minister K P Sharma 
Oli on Sunday said he 
will continue for full 
five-year term and 
warned his detrac-
tors not to “day dream 
about toppling” his 
government.

His statement came 
days before the com-
pletion of his two-and-
half-year term at the 
office.

In February 2018, 
Oli became prime min-
ister for the second 
time, over two months 
after his Left alliance 
comprising his par-
ty CPN-UML and Ne-
pal Communist Party 
(NCP) led by Pushpa 
Kamal Dahal ‘Prachan-
da’ swept the country’s 
historic parliamentary 
and local polls.

According to media 
reports, there was a 
power sharing agree-
ment between the 
CPN-UML and the NCP 
under which Oli, after 
completing his two-
and-half-year term at 

the office, will hand 
over the premiership 
to Prachanda for the 
rest of the tenure of the 
five-year government.

“Don’t worry, I will 
remain as the Prime 
Minister of the country 
till the next election,” 
Oli said addressing the 
Parliament.

Warning those wish-
ing for his departure, he 
said, “Don’t day dream 
about toppling my gov-
ernment. There are 
people who have been 
saying that the prime 
minister is shivering 
as his tenure is nearing 
end....I am not going to 
quit anytime soon,” he 
said.

Oli also asked the 
Opposition not to ac-
cuse his government 
of trying to impose au-
thoritarian rule. “Ques-
tion is being raised on 
my government’s com-
mitment to democracy, 
which is unnecessary,” 
he said.

The prime minister 
returned to Kathmandu 
last week after a health 
check up in Singapore.
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For Education
Figure out why, and the how will then follow

The definition of literacy in India is grossly un-
der-achieving. Anyone with an elementary 

knowledge to read and write is counted as liter-
ate; at times, even just being able to write and 
read their names is considered enough, and that is 
hardly what literacy should be about. If this were 
the yardstick to measure literacy, then handing 
over smart-phones to the unlettered will get the 
job done. It is after all not rare to find preschool 
toddlers who have figured out how the play and 
pause commands on video games look different 
and work their way around it. 

So, aiming for literacy is really aiming too low. 
The aim has to be to deliver learning even if it 

does not include reading and writing so that the 
quality of human resource is improved. Govern-
ments choose the easier option of literacy when 
the more productive and necessary approach 
should be to create better educated citizens. 
Do that, and one need not even worry too much 
about employable skills, because if education does 
its job well, it will infuse an inquisitiveness and a 
confidence which will make the “educated” ready 
for every job and every challenge. And this has to 
be approach with which the education policy is 
approached. Sikkim is thankfully on track since 
there are deep meditations and consultations al-
ready underway to understand what is missing 
from its schools, what works and what needs to be 
done to inject quality into the school system here. 

Education has been held up as a thrust area of 
governmental engagement, with ‘quality’ as the 
watch word. It is heartening for Sikkim to learn 
that education is receiving a relook. The density 
of schools in Sikkim leaves no room for complaint 
and the free textbooks and uniform scheme of 
the government ensure that at least the tools re-
quired to remain in school are in place. Schemes 
like the mid-day meal are pegged as incentives to 
keep students in school, but the only effective in-
centive long-term will be the quality of education 
that is imparted in the classrooms, not the quali-
ty of food served during breaks or the quality of 
uniforms. That said, enrolment is handsome in 
Sikkim’s schools and kids here can complete edu-
cation if they so desire. But what also needs to be 
accepted that nowadays, most kids are in school 
because their parents don’t know what else to do 
with them… because sending children to school is 
the done thing. 

Worryingly, most enroll in colleges for much 
the same reason (or rather, the lack of one). Not 
too many of us have really figured out why we 
send children to school. There are vague notions 
of “a better future” and employment, but come on, 
we should not be signing off the first two decades 
or more of our lives for pursuits without any clear 
idea of why. Hence, the first task for any enquiry 
into how schools can be improved should be to 
build consensus on why we have schools, and let’s 
scratch employment from the reasons because im-
parting “employable skills” does not require such 
a long time – you can prepare people for most jobs 
with a basic 3-month course and the rest they 
can learn on the job. Once Sikkim has figured out 
“why”, the how will be easy to work out.

Hong Kong protests and Brexit could 
both end up benefiting financial elites

Philip Roscoe
theconversation.com

Protests in Hong Kong have captured the world’s 
attention in recent weeks, with demonstrators 

closing streets and the airport, and Chinese forces 
amassing near the border with a none too subtle 
threat of violent reprisal. The protests began in re-
sponse to a new extradition law, but have spilled 
over into a general unease about the future of Hong 
Kong’s special administrative status.

This special status sets Hong Kong apart from 
mainland China in a number of ways. As well as en-
joying various social and political freedoms, it has a 
free market economy and is one of the world’s big-
gest financial centres. Global finance has attracted 
a number of Chinese elites but has not benefited a 
large chunk of Hong Kong society.

But if Hong Kong’s protesters succeed in push-
ing back against the oversight of Beijing, it would 
serve to reinforce the benefits the elites already 
enjoy from Hong Kong’s economic arrangements. 
This parallels the situation in the UK, where fi-
nancial elites could soon embrace a low-tax, 
low-regulation future following a no-deal Brex-
it driven by populist concerns about immigration 
and inequality.

LONGSTANDING FINANCIAL CENTRES
Hong Kong and London share a common histo-

ry and since the 1960s have flourished as offshore 
financial centres, acting in many ways as secrecy 
jurisdictions or tax havens.

Hong Kong’s financial sector was a creation 
of the British, who used it as a route into Chinese 
markets. It boomed following the opening of the 
Chinese economy. When, in 1997, Hong Kong re-
turned to China, it preserved some of this offshore 
status as a special administrative zone. The benefi-
ciaries this time were Chinese.

Hong Kong stores great reserves of capital in 
comparative secrecy, channels global investment 
into China – also in secrecy – and is a crucial part 
of China’s long-term plan to establish the Renmin-
bi as a global reserve currency through offshore 
markets. The local “dim sum bond market”, issuing 
RMB denominated debt, has been a remarkable 
success, with the equivalent of more than US$100 
billion of capital circulating.

Hong Kong has been implicated in shadier deal-
ing. Investigative journalist Nicholas Shaxton puts 
it bluntly: “Hong Kong is where most of the corrup-
tion in China is accomplished.” Other scholars see 
Hong Kong as an amalgam of onshore and offshore 
finance, with a strong legal system, tax treaties, and 
a robust financial market.

London’s success as a global financial centre 
has also been driven by its status as a hub for off-
shore financial services, a position greatly support-
ed by its strong connections throughout Britain’s 
former empire. In the 1960s and 1970s, for ex-
ample, London became home for the “eurodollar” 
markets. These were lending markets operating in 
US dollars, located in London but considered to be 

beyond the purview of the UK’s legislation.
London-based lenders could charge higher 

rates than the national currency controls of the 
time allowed. The United States benefited as the 
depth and liquidity of eurodollar markets support-
ed the dollar’s reserve currency status; internation-
al banks arrived in droves and the City, London’s 
financial district, thrived. Regulators on both side 
of the Atlantic turned a blind eye, quietly admitting 
the economic benefits the markets bestowed. Even 
the Soviets invested.

MASTERS OF REINVENTION
Both London and Hong Kong are centres of 

perpetual reinvention. Following the financial cri-
sis, the City’s innovations have included managing 
the wealth of the global super-rich and an arrange-
ment with the Chinese government to develop the 
offshore trading of the RMB.

In the same way that Hong Kong’s protesters 
fear Chinese control, a number of Brexiters claim 
the EU comes with too much red tape. Interview-
ing financiers for research into London-based 
markets, I found overwhelming support for Brexit, 
largely driven by a distaste for increasing layers of 
regulation.

It is certainly the case that Europe has nev-
er been comfortable with London’s activities 
as a conduit for international funds. No one ex-
pects the EU to maintain the City’s “passport-
ing rights” which allow firms based in the UK 
to trade freely across the EU. And the mundane 
but profitable business of settling euro trans-

actions is likely to be pulled within the bloc.
But there is much more to financial markets 

than regulation. The City’s remarkable talent for 
reinvention flows from the nature of financial mar-
kets themselves.

History shows they are fluid entities con-
stantly reshaping in response to political hap-
penstance and technological or economic ad-
vances. Markets put down roots in the shape 
of dense social networks shaped by bonds of 
trust and expertise, and in the material infra-
structures – from wires, phones and screens to 
upscale offices, restaurants and hotels – with-
out which they cannot function. Advantages 
of status and connection become embedded. 
When new financial frontiers open up it’s 
those well-placed who benefit.

Here’s the irony. Hong Kong’s protesters seek 
political freedom, but whatever happens in poli-
tics, it is likely that the economic advantages of the 
elite will be preserved through the social and ma-
terial architectures of its markets.

Brexit, meanwhile, has been driven by concerns 
over immigration and inequality, but the no-deal on 
the horizon offers something else. If the new prime 
minister’s rhetoric of “boosterism” and “freeports” 
is to be believed, the City will be entirely unencum-
bered by regulation, free to roam the high seas of 
international currency flows. Here too, only the fi-
nancial elites will benefit.

[the writer is Reader in Manage-
ment, University of St Andrews]

Silicon Valley wants to read your mind 
– here’s why you should be worried

Garfield Benjamin

Not content with monitoring almost everything 
you do online, Facebook now wants to read 

your mind as well. The social media giant recently 
announced a breakthrough in its plan to create a de-
vice that reads people’s brainwaves to allow them 
to type just by thinking. And Elon Musk wants to 
go even further. One of the Tesla boss’s other com-
panies, Neuralink, is developing a brain implant to 
connect people’s minds directly to a computer.

Musk admits that he takes inspiration from 
science fiction, and that he wants to make sure hu-
mans can “keep up” with artificial intelligence. He 
seems to have missed the part of sci-fi that acts as a 
warning for the implications of technology.

These mind-reading systems could affect our 
privacy, security, identity, equality and personal 
safety. Do we really want all that left to companies 
with philosophies such as that of Facebook’s for-
mer mantra, “move fast and break things”?

Though they sound futuristic, the technologies 
needed to make brainwave-reading devices are not 
that dissimilar to the standard MRI (magnetic reso-
nance imaging) and EEG (electroencephalography) 
neuroscience tools used in hospitals all over the 
world. You can already buy a kit to control a drone 
with your mind, so using one to type out words is, 
in some ways, not that much of a leap. The advance 
will likely be due to the use of machine learning to 
sift through huge quantities of data collected from 
our brains and find the patterns in neuron activity 
that link thoughts to specific words.

A brain implant is likely to take a lot longer to 
develop, and it’s important to separate out the ac-
tual achievements of Neuralink from media hype 
and promotion. But Neuralink has made simultane-
ous improvements in materials for electrodes and 
robot-assisted surgery to implant them, packaging 
the technology neatly so it can be read via USB.

Facebook and Neuralink’s plans may build on 
established medical practice. But when companies 
are collecting thoughts directly from our brains, 
the ethical issues are very different.

Any system that could collect data directly 

from our brains has clear privacy risks. Privacy is 
about consent. But it is very difficult to give prop-
er consent if someone is tapping directly into our 
thoughts. Silicon Valley companies (and govern-
ments) already surreptitiously gather as much 
data on us as they can and use it in ways we’d rath-
er they didn’t. How sure can we be that our ran-
dom and personal thoughts won’t be captured and 
studied alongside the instructions we want to give 
the technology?

DISCRIMINATION AND MANIPULATION
One of the existing ethical issues with data gath-

ering is discrimination based on attributes such as 
gender or race that can be discerned from the 
data. Providing a window into people’s minds 
could make it easier to determine other things 
that might form the basis of prejudice, such as 
sexuality or political ideology, or even different 
ways of thinking that might include things like 
autism.

With a system that taps directly into your 
brain, not only could your thoughts be stolen, 
but it’s also possible they could be manipulated 
as well. Brain stimulation is already being de-
veloped to help treat PTSD and reduce violence. 
There are even sensational claims that it can be 
used to upload knowledge directly just like in the 
film The Matrix.

A predictable step would be to combine 
the “in” and “out” technologies for a two-way 
brain-computer interface. The potential for gov-
ernments to make us more compliant, for employ-
ers to force us to work harder, or for companies to 
make us want more of their products underlines 
just how seriously we should take this technology.

If mind-reading devices become the normal 
way to interact with computers, we may end up 
with little choice but to use them in order to keep 
up with more productive colleagues. (Imagine 
someone today applying for an office job but refus-
ing to use email.) And if Neuralink-style implants 
become the norm, this could also lead to greater in-
equality determined by what level of kit you could 
afford to have installed.

Elon Musk has stated that the enormous loan 
required to afford Neuralink surgery would be off-
set by potential earnings for the “enhanced”. The 
idea of people feeling pressured to take on huge 
debts to have surgery just to keep their job comes 
straight from a sci-fi dystopia.

On top of all this is the more direct physical 
threat of having systems physically intruding on 
our brains. While some people may want to mod-
ify their brain with a computer interface (there are 
already plenty of experimental biohackers), to roll 
this out on a large scale would require massive and 
thorough testing.

Given Silicon Valley’s reputation (and pen-
chant) for breaking things rather than stopping to 
think them through, these systems will need close 
regulation and ethical review even before testing 
begins. Otherwise it risks creating mutilated hu-
man guinea pigs.

For all this, there could be huge advantages to 
continuing research in this area, particularly for 
those suffering from paralysis or sensory impair-
ment. But Silicon Valley should not be able to dic-
tate the way these technologies are developed and 
deployed. If they do, it may radically reshape the 
way we identify as human.

[the writer is Postdoctoral Researcher, School 
of Media Arts and Technology, Solent University]
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Assam Accord polluted state’s 
politics, spawned insurgency: Book

New Delhi, Aug 18 
(PTI): The Assam Ac-
cord of 1985 didn’t bring 
permanent peace to the 
state and seemed to have 
delivered only discord 
and divisions, says a new 
book.

Signed between the 
then prime minister 
Rajiv Gandhi and the 
leaders of the Assam 
Movement, the Accord 
polluted the politics of 
the state and spawned 
insurgency, claims San-
geeta Barooah Pisharoty 
in her book “Assam: The 
Accord, The Discord”.

“The common people 
were caught in a bind; 
they didn’t know who 
was the enemy, who a 
friend - the state or non-
state actors,” she says.

According to her, 
Assam’s is an old story, 
where each player, in the 
course of time, has be-
come both a victim and a 
perpetrator in each oth-
er’s eyes.

“Each player is 
wounded, exhausted, bit-
ter.”

She says she has tried 
to “present as many facts 
as possible in order to 
help the interested read-
er figure out the com-
plexities of the Assam 
story”.

Pisharoty rues that 
the mainstream narra-
tive in India rarely in-
cludes Assam, especially 
when it speaks of the 
two milestones that have 
defined the making of 
the modern Indian poli-
ty - the Partition and the 
Emergency.

“Both events had a 
bigger role to play than 
acknowledged in shaping 
the people and the pol-
itics of Assam. Perhaps 
it would not be entirely 
wrong to call the Assam 
Movement an offshoot of 
the politics that emerged 
from the Emergency,” she 
asserts.

“Yet another point to 
consider is the impact of 
the Bangladesh Libera-
tion War on the border 
state. The country re-
joiced at the creation of 
Bangladesh; it became 

a jewel on the crown of 
prime minister Indira 
Gandhi, but the exodus 
of refugees from across 
the border evoked old 
historical fears and trig-
gered widespread unrest 
in Assam that went un-
recorded, unheeded, in 
mainstream India.

“In course of time, 
it festered and let loose 
a tide that is yet to sub-
side,” she writes in the 
book, published by Pen-
guin Random House.

A six-year agitation 
demanding identifica-
tion and deportation of 
illegal immigrants was 
launched by the influ-
ential students’ organ-
isation AASU in 1979. 
It culminated with the 
signing of the Assam 
Accord on August 15, 
1985, in the presence of 
Rajiv Gandhi.

On December 24, 
1985, for the first time 
in the state’s post-in-
dependent history, a 
regional party - the 
Asom Gana Parishad 
(AGP) - assumed office 

at the Janata Bhawan, 
the state’s administra-
tive headquarters. AASU 
president Prafulla Mah-
anta, as president of the 
newly formed party, be-
came chief minister.

The subsequent 
years also the rise of the 
militant group ULFA, the 
state in turmoil and split 
in the AGP, then unifi-
cation and again dissi-
dence.

The book also dis-
cusses topics like lan-
guage movement, NRC 
and citizenship bill and 
the surge of the BJP in 
Assam and its subse-
quent accession to pow-
er in 2016.

She says it was per-
tinent to set the Assam 
Movement against the 
conundrum that the 
state finds itself in cur-
rently - the controver-
sial updating exercise 
of the National Regis-
ter of Citizens (NRC), 
1951, and the vehe-
ment public opposition 
to insert an amend-
ment to the Citizen-

ship Act, 1955, by the 
Narendra Modi-led NDA 
government.

She says that the 
biggest challenge the in-
digenous communities 
of Assam is staring at is 
whether to remain an 
Assamese, or a ‘khilon-
jia’ (indigenous) first, 
or bow to a rising wave 
prominently emanating 
since 2016 in the state to 
be a Hindu first.

“The BJP’s push for 
the citizenship bill liv-
ened up that question in 
people’s mind like nev-
er before. It led several 
among the Assamese 
Muslim community too 
to ponder where would 
they figure in such an 
eventuality.

“If the majority of 
the people opt for the 
latter in the bargain for 
a solution to the fes-
tering Assam problem, 
certain vital compro-
mises would have to be 
made concerning the 
very veins of the As-
samese/’khilonjia’ iden-
tity,” she writes.

Five new fish species 
discovered in Arunachal
Itanagar, Aug 18 (PTI): 
Researchers of the Rajiv 
Gandhi University here 
have recently discovered 
five new fish species in 
various districts of the 
state.

The scientific names 
of the newly-discovered 
fish species are Mystus 
prabini, found in Sinkin 
and Dibang rivers in 
Lower Dibang Valley 
district and Exostoma 
kottelati, found in Ranga 
river in Lower Subansiri 
district, a release by the 
university said.

Other discovered spe-
cies are Creteuchilogla-
nis tawangensis, found 
in the Tawangchu riv-
er in Tawang district, 
Garra ranganensis, 
found in Ranga river 
and Physoschistura 
harkishorei, found in 
Dibang and Lohit riv-
ers in Lower Dibang 
Valley district, it said.

The team was led 
by Prof DN Das of the 
fisheries and aquatic 
ecology research wing 
of the Zoology depart-
ment of the university.

“Majority of the wa-
ter bodies in remote ar-
eas of the state are still 
not easily accessible 
to the researchers due 
to a difficult terrain 
that includes rain for-
ests, steep hills besides 
communication prob-
lems,” Das said.

He, however, said 
his research team is 
optimistic that metic-
ulous exploration may 
result in more discov-
eries of new fish spe-
cies from the state in 
the future.

Houses cave in as tidal waves 
lash Odisha’s Ganjam district

Berhampur (Odisha), 
Aug 18 (PTI): As many 
as 27 houses have caved 
in at Ramayapatna vil-
lage in Odisha’s Ganjam 
district in the past one 
week due to coastal ero-
sion, officials said here 
on Sunday.

Around a dozen more 
are on the verge of col-
lapse as high tidal waves 
continue to lash the fish-
ermen’s village in Chikiti 
block of the district, they 
said.

Hara Prasad Bhoi, the 
tehsildar of Chikiti, said 
the district collector’s at-
tention has been drawn 
to the situation and mea-
sures were being taken 
to deal with the situation.

According to the 
officials, Berhampur 

Sub-Collector S D Bhau-
saheb, who visited the 
village on Saturday, has 
asked the fishermen to 
shift to new houses con-
structed under the Odi-
sha Disaster Recovery 
Project (ODRP).

A villager, however, 
said many people were 
reluctant to move to their 
new houses as it was eas-
ier to go fishing from Ra-
mayapatna.

Moreover, not all of 
them have been allot-
ted houses under the 
scheme, L Bhagi Raju ex-
plained.

“People here are in 
the grip of fear... Several 
houses close to the sea 
are on the verge of col-
lapse,” Raju, who is also 
the member of a village 

committee, said.
Girija Bhusan Mallick, 

the revenue inspector of 
Sonepur, said people liv-
ing in thatched houses 
in the village have been 
provided with pucca 
houses at Chandrabedha, 
about one-and-a-half km 
from their village.

“In all, 331 families 
got houses under the 
scheme. The village has 
around 500 families. The 
government has decided 
to construct a one-me-
tre-long guard wall near 
the beach to protect the 
village from erosion,” he 
said.

Sources said a num-
ber of houses on the 
beach are just hanging 
with the sand beneath 
exposed to rapid erosion.

India, Bhutan are ‘natural partners’: 
PM Modi tell Bhutan’s new generation

Thimphu, Aug 18 (PTI): 
No two countries in the 
world understand each 
other so well or share 
so much as India and 
Bhutan, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi said on 
Sunday as he empha-
sised that New Delhi and 
Thimphu are such “natu-
ral partners” in bringing 
prosperity to their peo-
ples.

Addressing the stu-
dents of the prestigious 
Royal University of Bhu-
tan here, Modi said it is 
natural that the people of 
Bhutan and India expe-
rience great attachment 
to each other. After all, 
they are close not just 
due to their geography. 
Their history, culture and 
spiritual traditions have 
created unique and deep 
bonds between our peo-
ples and nations, he said.

“India is fortunate 
to be the land where 
Prince Siddhartha be-
came Gautam Buddha. 
And from where the light 
of his spiritual message, 
the light of Buddhism, 
spread all over the world. 
Generations of monks, 
spiritual leaders, schol-
ars and seekers have 
burnt that flame bright 
in Bhutan. They have 
also nurtured the special 
bond between India and 
Bhutan,” the prime min-
ister said in the majority 
Buddhist country.

“As a result, our 
shared values have 
shaped a common world-
view,” Modi said in the 
presence of Bhutan 
Prime Minister Lotay 
Tshering.

“And as people, we 
are fortunate to be the 

living vehicle of this great 
legacy. No other two 
countries in the world 
understand each other 
so well or share so much. 
And no two countries are 
such natural partners in 
bringing prosperity to 
their peoples, he said.

Anyone visiting Bhu-
tan is struck as much by 
its natural beauty as by 
the warmth, compassion 
and simplicity of its peo-
ple, the prime minister 
said.

“During this visit, I 
have had the opportunity 
to interact closely with 
the present leadership 
of Bhutan. I once again 
received their guidance 
for the India-Bhutan re-
lationship, which has 
always benefitted from 
their close and person-
al attention,” said Modi, 
who is here on his second 
visit to Bhutan and the 
first since his re-election 
in May this year.

“Now, today, I am 
here, with the future of 
Bhutan. I can see the 
dynamism, and feel the 
energy. I am confident 
that these will shape the 
future of this great nation 
and its citizens. Whether 
I look at Bhutan’s past, 
present or future, the 
common and constant 
threads are - deep spir-
ituality, and youthful 
vigour. These are also the 
strengths of our bilateral 
relationship,” he said.

“Today, I stand here 
among the best and 
brightest youth of Bhu-
tan. His Majesty (Jigme 
Khesar Namgyel Wang-
chuck) told me yester-
day that he interacts 
with you regularly and 

had addressed the last 
convocation. It is from 
you all that Bhutan’s fu-
ture leaders, innovators, 
business persons, sports 
persons, artists and sci-
entists will emerge,” 
Modi said.

“India-Bhutan coop-
eration in hydro-power 
and energy is exempla-
ry. But the real source of 
power and energy of this 
relationship are our peo-
ple,” he said.

So, it is people first, 
and people will always 
be at the centre of this 
relationship. This spir-
it is clearly seen in the 
outcomes of this visit, he 
said.

Going beyond the 
traditional sectors of co-
operation, the two coun-
tries are seeking to coop-
erate extensively in new 
frontiers, from schools to 
space, digital payments 
to disaster management, 
he said.

“Our cooperation in 
all these sectors will have 
a direct impact on young 
friends like you, the 
prime minister said.

“Democracy and ed-
ucation both aim to set 
us free. Neither can be 
complete without the 
other. And both help us 
to achieve our fullest po-
tential, and be the best 
we can,” he said.

“As Bhutan soars 
high in these endeav-
ours, your 1.3 billion 
Indian friends will not 
only just look on and 
cheer you with pride 
and happiness. But also 
they will partner you, 
share with you and 
learn from you,” the 
prime minister added.

Odisha Lokayukta has received 216 complainta
Berhampur (Odisha), 
Aug 18 (PTI): Anti-cor-
ruption ombudsman 
Lokayukta in Odisha 
has received 216 com-
plaints against public 
servants since it started 
functioning around five 
months ago.

The state Lokayukta 
started functioning from 
March 20, 2019 after 
Ajit Singh joined as its 
chairperson.

“At present, a to-
tal of 108 complaints 
are pending before the 
Board of Lokayukta for 

disposal,” Singh told re-
porters here during a 
visit on Saturday.

Most of the com-
plaints pending before 
the Lokayukta are petty. 
“We hope complaints of 
corruption against high- 
profile people will be 
received in future,” Singh 
said.

Since no special for-
mat has been prepared 
for lodging complaints, 
people can file com-
plaints with the Lokayuk-
ta in plain paper, he said.

Singh asked people to 

come out against corrup-
tion by anyone, including 
high profile officers, min-
isters or lawmakers and 
lodge complaint before 
the Lokayukta.

“Lokayukta has 
been formed to elim-
inate corruption and 
make Odisha corrup-
tion-free,” he added.

Other members of 
the Lokayukta including 
B K Nayak, member (ju-
dicial) and R P Sharma 
were also present.

On receipt of the com-
plaint, the Lokayukta 

may order preliminary 
inquiry by its inquiry 
wing or any agency 
to ascertain whether 
there exists a prima fa-
cie case for further pro-
ceeding in the matter, 
said Nayak.

The inquiry wing 
will have to submit its 
report to Lokayukta 
within 60 days. Since 
the Lokayukta is yet 
to have its full-fledged 
investigation wing at 
present, they entrust 
the investigation to oth-
er agencies, he said.

People have right to know about 
Netaji’s disappearance: Mamata

Kolkata, Aug 18 (PTI): 
West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee 
on Sunday asserted that 
people have the right to 
know what happened to 
Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose, while remember-
ing the “son of the soil” 
on the day he reportedly 
went missing 74 years 
ago.

She said the where-
abouts of Netaji after he 
“disappeared” on August 
18, 1945 were still not 
known.

“On this day, in 1945, 
Netaji went on a flight 
from Taihoku Airport in 
Taiwan, only to disappear 
forever. We still do not 
know what happened to 
him. People have a right 
to know about the great 
son of the soil,” Banerjee 
tweeted.

Several reports have 
claimed that Netaji had 
boarded a plane from Tai-
hoku Airport in Taiwan, 
which crashed leading 
to the death of the great 
leader. There is, however, 
no confirmation on his 
death as experts came up 

with different theories 
about his disappearance.

The Centre from time 
to time had constituted 
panels -- Shah Nawaz 
Committee in 1956, the 
Khosla Commisson in 
1970, the Mukherjee 
Commisson in 2005 -- to 
shed light on the mys-
teries surrounding the 
death or the disappear-
ance of Netaji, but none 
could render any answer.

On September 1, 
2016, the Narendra Modi 
government declassified 
investigative reports of 
the Japanese govern-
ment which concluded 
that Bose died in a plane 
crash in Taiwan.

Many, however, con-
tinue to believe that Ne-
taji survived the plane 
crash and lived in hiding.
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Djokovic dumped as Medvedev sets up Cincy final with Goffin
Cincinnati, Aug 18 
(AFP): World number 
one Novak Djokovic wilt-
ed under pressure from 
Daniil Medvedev, fall-
ing 3-6, 6-3, 6-3 to the 
ninth-seeded Russian in 
the Cincinnati Masters 
semi-finals.

Medvedev’s upset 
win on Saturday sent him 
into a title showdown 
with another unexpected 
finalist, 16th-seeded Bel-
gian David Goffin, who 
defeated France’s Rich-
ard Gasquet 6-3, 6-4 to 
reach his first ATP Mas-
ters 1000 final.

A fuming Djokovic, 
who looked to have con-
trol of the contest in the 
early going, was caught 
out when Medvedev 
stepped things up in the 
second set.

“I don’t know how I 
turned it around, I was 
so tired after the first set 

and I thought I might not 
be able to keep up the in-
tensity,” said Medvedev, 
who has competed in 15 
hardcourt matches since 
July 30.

“But I had a momen-
tum chance in the sec-
ond set and the crowd 
gave me energy,” added 
the Russian, who will be 
playing his second Mas-
ters series final in eight 
days, after falling to Rafa-
el Nadal in Montreal last 
Sunday.

“Novak had been de-
stroying me on second 
serve, so I just went for 
it,” Medvedev said.

“It’s a great feeling to 
win and beat the number 
one. That shows I de-
serve to be in this final.

“I played an unbe-
lievable match, I’m very 
happy.”

Medvedev also beat 
Djokovic in their last 

meeting, on clay at Monte 
Carlo in April.

Djokovic, the defend-
ing champion who was 
playing his first tour-

nament since his Wim-
bledon triumph in July, 
shouldered his bag and 
left the grounds within 
moments of his defeat.

Medvedev won 12 of 
the last 14 points in the 
second set to square the 
match against Djokovic, 
then ran up a 3-1 lead in 

the third on the way to 
victory on his first match 
point.

He’s 1-1 against Gof-
fin, with both of their 
matches played this sea-
son -- at the Australian 
Open and Wimbledon.

- KUZNETSOVA 
BEATS BARTY -

There was an upset 
in the women’s draw as 
well, as Russian veteran 
Svetlana Kuznetsova de-
feated top-seeded Aus-
tralian Ashleigh Barty 
6-2, 6-4.

Kuznetsova, a two-
time Grand Slam cham-
pion who has been hin-
dered lately by injury, 
will be in search of her 
19th WTA title -- and 
her first in more than a 
year -- when she takes on 
American Madison Keys 
in the final.

Keys, the 2017 US 
Open runner-up, de-

feated compatriot Sofia 
Kenin 7-5, 6-4.

Kuznetsova denied 
Barty a chance to reclaim 
the world number one 
ranking, which the Aus-
tralian would have done 
by reaching the final.

Instead the triumph 
by 34-year-old Kuznetso-
va leaves injured Naomi 
Osaka atop the rankings 
with the US Open start-
ing a week from Monday.

Barty, who had ral-
lied from a set down in 
each of her previous two 
matches, was off the boil 
against Kuznetsova, who 
is back on form after sev-
eral seasons of injuries, 
including a wrist problem.

“This was a week that 
I battled through,” Barty 
said.

“At times I played 
some good stuff. At times 
I played some pretty aw-
ful stuff.

“I’ve learned a lot 
from this week, and there 
are nothing but positives 
going into New York.”

Keys booked her fi-
nals spot as she won an 
all-American match lit-
tered with 12 breaks of 
serve.

She earned match 
points with a flick volley 
winner angled steeply 
cross-court and amazed 
herself with the get.

“I looked at my box in 
shock,” she admitted.

“I’m really feeling 
great about my tennis.

“When I was down 
break points in the sec-
ond set, I was just think-
ing that I knew I could 
break back, that was my 
biggest thought.

“I’m super-happy to 
be in my first final here. 
I love getting matches 
under my belt before a 
Grand Slam.

Indian women’s hockey team holds 
Australia to 2-2 draw in Olympic Test Event

Tokyo, Aug 18 (PTI): 
The Indian women’s 
hockey team came back 
twice from a goal deficit 
to hold world number 
2 side Australia 2-2 in a 
hard-fought round-rob-
in league match of the 
Olympic Test Event here 
on Sunday.

Vandana Katariya 
(36th) and Gurjit Kaur 
(59th) scored for India 
to cancel out strikes 
from Kaitlin Nobbs 
(14th) and Grace Stew-
art (43rd) in their 
second match of the 
tournament. India had 
beaten hosts Japan 2-1 
in their first match on 
Saturday.

World number 10 In-
dia began the match ag-
gressively, matching Aus-
tralia’s attacking hockey 
with their own brand 
which saw both teams 
earn penalty corners. 
However, neither side 
managed to score.

But in the 14th min-
ute, Australia were 
awarded a penalty stroke 
after an Indian defender 
blocked a shot at goal. 
Nobbs made no mistake 
in converting from the 
spot to give Australia a 
1-0 advantage.

The world number 2 
side dominated the sec-
ond quarter completely, 
putting the Indian team 

under intense pressure 
through multiple attacks 
and penalty corners. But 
India’s defence held firm 
and goalkeeper Savita 
made a couple of great 
saves to deny Australia 
who were 1-0 up at the 
half-time break.

The third quarter 
again saw Australia 
dominate possession 
and create a couple of 
goal-scoring opportu-
nities through penalty 
corners. However, Savita 
again made fine saves to 
deny the Australians.

India struck on the 
break as Vandana Katari-
ya finished off a superb 
move to equalise in the 

36th minute. But the lead 
did not last long as Aus-
tralia started to look for 
their second goal.

It was in the 43rd 
minute that Australia 
found their second goal 
through some exquisite 
team work, which saw 
Grace Stewart also regis-
tering her name on the 
score-sheet to give Aus-
tralia a 2-1 lead.

It was a tough ask 
for the Indian team as 
Australia did not give 
them enough space 
inside the striking 
circle. However, the 
Indians showed deter-
mination as they kept 
looking for the equal-

iser in the last quarter.
With moves breaking 

down, and chances going 
waste, it looked like Aus-
tralia would hold onto 
their 2-1 lead, but with 
just a couple of minutes 
remaining on the clock, 
India won a crucial pen-
alty corner in the 59th 
minute.

And, prolific 
drag-flicker Gurjit Kaur 
stepped up and struck a 
sweet blow into the back 
of the net to earn India a 
well-deserved draw.

The Indian women’s 
team will face China on 
Tuesday in their third 
and last round-robin 
match of the tournament.

Jeffrey Archer back with new series

New Delhi, Aug 18 
(PTI): Jeffrey Archer is 
back, this time not with 
a detective story but a 
tale of a detective.

“Nothing Ventured” 
is the first book of the 
new William Warwick 
Series in the style of 
Archer’s bestselling 
“The Clifton Chroni-
cles”.

William is a fam-
ily man and a detec-
tive who will battle 
throughout his career 
against a powerful 
criminal nemesis.

William always 
wanted to be a detec-
tive. Much to his father 
Sir Julian Warwick QC’s 
dismay, he decides not 
to become a barrister 
like him and his sister 
Grace but join Lon-
don’s Metropolitan Po-
lice Force.

After graduating 
from university, Wil-
liam begins a career 
that will define his life: 
from his early months 
on the beat under the 
watchful eye of his first 
mentor, Constable Fred 
Yates, to his first high-
stakes case as a fledg-
ling detective in Scot-
land Yard’s arts and 
antiquities squad.

Investigating the 
theft of a priceless 
Rembrandt painting 
from the Fitzmolean 
Museum, he meets 
Beth Rainsford, a re-
search assistant at the 
gallery who he falls 
hopelessly in love with, 
even as Beth guards a 
secret of her own that 
she’s terrified will 
come to light.

While William fol-
lows the trail of the 

missing masterpiece, 
he comes up against 
suave art collector 
Miles Faulkner and his 
lawyer, Booth Watson 
QC, who are willing to 
bend the law to break-
ing point to stay one 
step ahead of William.

Meanwhile, Faulk-
ner’s wife, Christina, 
befriends William, but 
whose side is she re-
ally on? “Nothing Ven-
tured”, published by 
Pan Macmillan, seeks 
to answer that. The 
book will be out on 
September 5.

Archer, whose nov-
els and short stories 
include “Kane and 
Abel” and “Cat O’ Nine 
Tales” besides the 
“Clifton Chronicles”, 
was a member of the 
House of Lords for over 
a quarter of a century.

Lucas Moura earns Spurs draw at Manchester City as VAR history repeats
DANIEL TAYLOR
theGuardian
Manchester, 17 Aug: 
It was an extraordinary 
finale and, amid all the 
drama and utter con-
fusion, spare a thought 
perhaps for those Man-
chester City supporters 
who had happily left the 
stadium, believing they 
had just seen their team 
score a dramatic and joy-
ous stoppage-time win-
ner.

What they had not 
accounted for was VAR 
concluding, after what 
felt like an age, that the 
shot from Gabriel Jesus 
had been preceded by a 
handball from Aymer-
ic Laporte. Jesus had 
danced in front of the 
supporters, wriggling 
his hips, samba-style. 
Pep Guardiola and Sergio 
Agüero, who had fallen 
out so publicly earlier 
in the second half, had 
made up with a touchline 
embrace. The scoreboard 
had pronounced it was 
3-2. And the Spurs play-
ers had all retreated be-
fore the signal came that 
the goal could not stand. 

And, suddenly, there was 
a tinny roar from the 
away end.

For City, that was an 
excruciating moment of 
deja vu bearing in mind 
the influence of VAR 
when these sides met 
in April’s Champions 
League quarter-final. 
The shot-count in their 
latest encounter was 30-3 
in favour of the home 
team and, in corners, 11-
2. Guardiola described it 
as one of the more illu-
minating performances 
of his three-year reign. 
What City could not do, 
ultimately, was make the 
game safe after Raheem 
Sterling and Agüero had 
put them in front, twice.

Spurs duly nabbed a 
point courtesy of equalis-
ing goals from Érik Lame-
la and the substitute Lucas 
Moura, only 19 seconds 
after coming on, as well as 
some splendid goalkeep-
ing from Hugo Lloris and 
various moments of for-
tune when City, inspired 
by the brilliance of Kevin 
De Bruyne and Bernardo 
Silva, threatened to over-
whelm them.

Nobody should be too 
harsh on City because 
they had played stylishly 
and fully warranted Guar-
diola’s compliments. That, 
however, made it an even 
more painful occasion for 
the champions because, if 
there is one lesson to be 
had from last season, it is 
that a draw these days is a 
bad result for a team with 
title aspirations.

This one ended a 
15-match winning se-
quence, going back to 
January, and the spat 
between Guardiola and 
Agüero was probably a 
measure of their frustra-
tions. It was not the first 
time the two have clashed 
and, for an uncomfortable 
amount of time, Guardio-
la could be seen flapping 
his arms and covering 
his mouth so nobody, bar 
Agüero, could make out 
the precise words. Suffice 
to say, it didn’t look like a 
“well done”.

For Spurs, it was a 
tough, obdurate perfor-
mance, albeit one that 
must have reminded them 
they are still a consider-
able distance behind City 

in terms of pure skill. Not 
that they should worry 
too much about that after 
ending a run of six succes-
sive away defeats. If that 
had extended to seven, it 
would have equalled their 
worst run since August 
to December 2000, when 
George Graham was in 
charge.

To make matters 
worse for City, they could 
legitimately argue they 
ought to have been 
awarded a penalty in 
the first half because of 
Lamela’s manhandling 
of Rodri at a corner. The 
referee, Michael Oliver, 
evidently did not think 
a player being grappled 
to the floor was worthy 
of being penalised. Nei-
ther did the VAR officials, 
which was mysterious 
when this was precisely 
the sort of oversight they 
should be trying to put 
right.

Amid all this contro-
versy, it also now tran-
spires that Sterling is 
capable of scoring the 
kind of expertly placed 
header that has never pre-
viously been listed among 

the skills of a player who 
stands at 5ft 6in. Though 
it helps when De Bruyne is 
capable of swinging over 
the kind of beautifully 
weighted delivery that led 
to the opening goal.

The cross was sumptu-
ous, spinning high in the 
air before arcing towards 
the back post. Sterling 
had turned his body po-
sition so when the ball 
connected with his fore-
head it went back across 
Lloris before nestling just 
inside the side-netting. 
It was placed to perfec-
tion. And, in that precise 
moment, the television 
cameras caught Guardio-
la looking at his coaching 
staff as if he was a little 
surprised, too.

Their lead lasted 
three minutes before 
Lamela strode through 
the middle to place a 
left-footed shot past 
Ederson. Laporte had 
committed the classic de-
fensive error of turning 
his back as his opponent 
shaped to shoot. Twenty 
yards out, Lamela curled 
a low effort into the bot-
tom corner.

Mahabharata or Sci-fi? Amish keeps 
readers guessing on his  next series

ROMIT BHATTACHA-
RYYA
Kolkata, Aug 18 (PTI): 
A heady cocktail of time 
travel, gaming and alien 
life or perhaps a fresh 
take on the epic war of 
Mahabharata, best-sell-
ing author Amish says he 
has “too many ideas” to 
delve in for his next se-
ries. The man behind the 
smash hit ‘Shiva Trilogy’ 
will take a call on whether 
he will stick to his tried-
and-tested mythology 
genre or make a splash in 
sci-fi, after concluding the 
‘Ram Chandra’ series.

“My problem is I 
have too many ideas, but 
not the time to write on 
them,” a beaming Amish 
said, when asked what 
could fans expect from 
him in the coming days.

“Mahabharata is per-
haps my next work after 
the ‘Ram Chandra’ series. 
It will be a very long series, 
as there is a deeper con-
cept in the Mahabharata... 
The war isn’t what you 
think it is, there’s actually 
a much deeper conflict, 

which is what the story 
will cover,” he told PTI in 
an interview.

Amish said he will 
focus on the epic battle 
in his take on the Ma-
habharata, as he feels 
it wasn’t a mere war 
between two groups of 
cousins.

“If it was just so, the 
assumption is that it 
could have been averted. 
I think there was no way 
the war could have been 
stopped,” he said.

The 44-year-old au-
thor is simultaneously 
harping on a a “very in-
teresting” idea, which 
he might as well put to 
words before the Ma-
habharata series.

“... I could take up 
something that is set in 
the modern day. The idea 
has captured my mind. 
The story will include 
elements of time travel, 
gaming, and some form 
of extraterrestrial life,” 
Amish said.

The popular novelist 
was in the city recent-
ly to promote his latest 

book ‘Raavan: Enemy 
of Aryavarta’, the third 
instalment in the ‘Ram 
Chandra’ series.

On why he chose to 
write on Raavan at a time 
when the ‘Jai Shri Ram’ 
chant is stoking a contro-
versy, Amish said his ver-
sion of the demon king is 
nuanced and balanced.

“It’s not that faith 
and belief in Lord Ram 
is anything new in India. 
I won’t comment on the 
politics... Lord Ram, Lord 
Shiva are part our bones, 
our genes. There isn’t any 
fear of backlash because 
I am neither eulogising 
Raavan nor demonising 
him. My take on Raavan 
is nuanced, closer to the 
ancient versions of the 
Ramayana,” he said.

The bank-
er-turned-author, widely 
credited to have revived 
interest in Hindu mythol-
ogy, especially among the 
youth, said publishers 
had, in fact, unanimously 
turned him down for ‘Im-
mortals of Meluha’, his 
first novel.
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Tens of thousands flood Hong Kong park for latest rally

Hong Kong, Aug 18 
(AP): Heavy rain fell on 
tens of thousands of um-
brella-toting protesters 
Sunday as they marched 
from a packed park and 
filled a major road in 
Hong Kong, where mass 
pro-democracy demon-
strations have become a 
regular weekend activity 
this summer.

Organisers said 
they hoped the assem-
bly would be peaceful, 
which would make for a 
rare calm weekend in a 
months-long movement 
that has been marked by 
violent clashes with po-
lice.

“We hope that there 
will not be any chaotic 
situations today,” said 
organizer Bonnie Leung. 
“We hope we can show 
the world that Hong 
Kong people can be total-
ly peaceful.”

Leung’s group, the 
Civil Human Rights 
Front, has organised 
three massive marches 
in Hong Kong since June. 
The protest movement, 
however, has been in-
creasingly marked by 
clashes with police as 
demonstrators vent their 
frustrations over what 
they perceive to be the 
government’s blatant re-
fusal to respond to their 
demands.

“Peace is the No. 1 
priority today,” said Kiki 
Ma, a 28-year-old ac-

countant participating in 
the march. “We want to 
show that we aren’t like 
the government.” While 
police had granted ap-
proval for the rally, they 
didn’t approve an accom-
panying march. Dem-
onstrators nevertheless 
fanned out and filled the 
streets, as there was not 
enough space at the des-
ignated assembly area.

Public transit trains 
did not stop at stations 
near the assembly be-
cause of overcrowding.

In Beijing, You Wenze, 
a spokesman for China’s 
ceremonial legislature, 
condemned statements 
from US lawmakers sup-

portive of Hong Kong’s 
pro-democracy move-
ment.

You called the law-
makers’ comments “a 
gross violation of the 
spirit of the rule of law, a 
blatant double standard 
and a gross interference 
in China’s internal af-
fairs.”

He said that Hong 
Kong’s 7.5 million people 
and the Chinese popu-
lation as a whole reject-
ed the actions of a “very 
small group of violent 
protesters” as well as 
“any interference of for-
eign forces.”

You did not mention 
any specific lawmaker, 

but numerous US sena-
tors and Congress mem-
bers, including House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, 
have affirmed the US 
commitment to human 
rights and urged Hong 
Kong’s government to 
end the standoff.

Congress also has the 
power to pass legislation 
affecting Hong Kong’s re-
lationship with the US in 
ways that could further 
erode the territory’s rep-
utation for stability and 
rule of law.

That includes the re-
cent re-introduction of 
the Hong Kong Human 
Rights and Democracy 
Act in Congress, which 

would among its other 
provisions require the 
secretary of state to issue 
an annual certification of 
Hong Kong’s autonomy 
to justify special treat-
ment afforded to the city.

More directly, Pres-
ident Donald Trump 
could simply issue an 
executive order suspend-
ing Hong Kong’s special 
trading status with the 
US, a move that could 
have a devastating effect 
on the local economy at 
a time when Beijing and 
Washington are engaged 
in a bitter trade war.

A former British 
colony, Hong Kong was 
returned to Beijing in 

1997 under the frame-
work of “one country, 
two systems,” which 
promised residents cer-
tain democratic rights 
not afforded to people 
in mainland China. But 
some Hong Kongers have 
accused the Communist 
Party-ruled central gov-
ernment of eroding their 
freedoms in recent years.

The protest move-
ment’s demands include 
Lam’s resignation, dem-
ocratic elections and an 
independent investiga-
tion into police use of 
force.

Harley Ho, a 20-year-
old social work student 
who attended Sunday’s 
rally, said protesters 
were undeterred by the 
rain and would not rest 
until their demands were 
met.

“We will stand here, 
we will take action until 
they respond to us,” she 
said. “In the rain, our 
spirit becomes stron-
ger.”

Members of China’s 
paramilitary People’s 
Armed Police force 
have been training for 
days across the border 
in Shenzhen, including 
on Sunday morning, fu-
eling speculation that 
they could be sent in to 
suppress the protests.

The Hong Kong po-
lice, however, have said 
they are capable of han-
dling the protests.

British MPs press Johnson to 
recall parliament over Brexit

London, Aug 18 (AFP): 
British Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson came un-
der pressure on Sunday 
to immediately recall 
lawmakers from their 
summer holiday so par-
liament can debate Brex-
it.

More than 100 MPs 
have written to Johnson 
to urge him to reconvene 
and let them sit perma-
nently until October 31 
-- the date Britain is due 
to leave the European 
Union.

MPs are not due to 
return until September 3.

“Our country is on the 
brink of an economic cri-
sis, as we career towards 
a no-deal Brexit,” said the 
letter, signed by MPs and 
opposition party leaders 
who want to halt Brit-
ain’s departure from the 
EU.

“We face a national 
emergency, and parlia-
ment must be recalled 
now.” Parliament is set 
to break up again short-
ly after it returns, with 
the main parties holding 
their annual conferences 
during the September 
break.

Johnson -- whose 
government commands 
a one-seat majority -- in-
sists Britain must leave 
the EU on October 31, 
with or without a divorce 
deal with Brussels.

Labour main opposi-
tion leader Jeremy Cor-
byn wants to call a vote 
of no confidence in John-
son’s government after 
parliament returns.

He hopes to take over 
as a temporary prime 
minister, seek an exten-
sion to Britain’s EU de-
parture date to stop a no-
deal Brexit, and then call 
a general election.

“What we need is a 
government that is pre-
pared to negotiate with 
the European Union so 
we don’t have a crash-out 
on the 31st,” Corbyn said 
Saturday.

“This government 
clearly doesn’t want to 
do that.” However, a You-
Gov survey found that a 
majority would rather 
see a no-deal Brexit than 
the veteran leftist taking 
over and staging another 
referendum.

Some 48 per cent said 
they would rather Brit-
ain left the EU without a 
Brexit deal, with Jeremy 
Corbyn remaining in op-
position.

Some 35 per cent said 
they would prefer Cor-
byn became prime min-
ister, and held a second 
referendum on Britain’s 
EU membership.

Asked about leaving 
the EU without a deal, 49 
per cent said they would 
consider it an unaccept-
able outcome, while 38 
per cent said it would be 
acceptable.

Britain could face 
food, fuel and medicine 
shortages and chaos at 
its ports in a no-deal 
Brexit, The Sunday Times 
newspaper reported, cit-
ing a leaked government 
planning document.

There would likely 
be some form of hard 
border imposed on the 
island of Ireland, the doc-
ument implied.

Rather than worst-
case scenarios, the leaked 
document, compiled this 
month by the Cabinet Of-
fice ministry, spells out 
the likely ramifications 
of a no-deal Brexit, the 
broadsheet claimed.

The document said 
logjams could affect fuel 
distribution, while up 
to 85 per cent of trucks 
using the main ports 
to continental Europe 
might not be ready for 
French customs.

The availability of 
fresh food would be di-
minished and prices 
would go up, said the 
newspaper.

Meanwhile Johnson’s 
girlfriend Carrie Symonds 
will accompany him when 
he goes to stay with Queen 
Elizabeth II at her private 
Scottish retreat.

The public relations 
expert will join Johnson 
at Balmoral next month, 
the domestic Press As-
sociation news agency 
reported, citing sources.

The monarch tradi-
tionally hosts the prime 
minister for a weekend 
in September.

It is thought Sy-
monds will be the first 
unmarried partner of a 
sitting PM to stay at Bal-
moral.

63 killed, 182 wounded in Kabul wedding blast: official
Kabul, Aug 18 (AFP): 
More than 60 people 
were killed and scores 
wounded in an explosion 
targeting a wedding in 
the Afghan capital, au-
thorities said Sunday, the 
deadliest attack in Kabul 
in recent months.

The blast, which took 
place late Saturday in 
the city’s west, came as 
Washington and the Tali-
ban are in the final stages 
of a deal to reduce the US 
military presence in Af-
ghanistan.

The Taliban denied 
any involvement in the 
attack.

Interior ministry 
spokesman Nasrat Ra-
himi said at least 63 peo-
ple had been killed and 
182 wounded.

“Among the wound-
ed are women and chil-
dren,” Rahimi said.

Afghan weddings are 
epic and vibrant affairs, 

with hundreds or often 
thousands of guests cel-
ebrating for hours inside 
industrial-scale wedding 
halls where the men are 
usually segregated from 
the women and children.

In the aftermath of 
Saturday’s attack imag-
es from inside the hall 
showed blood-stained 
bodies on the ground 
along with pieces of flesh 
and torn clothes, hats, 
sandals and bottles of 
mineral water.

The wedding was be-
lieved to be a Shia gath-
ering. Shia Muslims are 
frequently targeted in 
Sunni-majority Afghani-
stan, particularly by the 
so-called Islamic State 
group, which is also ac-
tive in Kabul but did not 
immediately issue any 
claim of responsibility.

Mohammad Farhag, 
who had been at the 
wedding, told AFP he 

had been in the women’s 
section when he heard a 
huge blast in the men’s 
area.

“Everyone ran out-
side shouting and cry-
ing,” he said.

“For about 20 min-
utes the hall was full of 
smoke. Almost everyone 
in the men’s section is 
either dead or wounded.”

Two hours after the 

blast, he said bodies 
were still being removed 
from the hall.

Insurgents have pe-
riodically struck Afghan 
weddings, which are 
seen as easy targets be-
cause they frequently 
lack rigorous security 
precautions.

On July 12, at least 
six people were killed 
when a suicide bomb-

er attacked a wedding 
ceremony in the eastern 
Afghan province of Nan-
garhar.

IS, which has a grow-
ing footprint in the re-
gion, claimed the blast.

Expectations are ris-
ing for a deal in which the 
United States would start 
withdrawing its approx-
imately 14,000 soldiers 
from Afghanistan after a 

two-decade war that has 
turned into a stalemate.

In return, the Taliban 
would commit to various 
security guarantees, in-
cluding that the Islamist 
hardliners who long har-
boured Al-Qaeda would 
not allow Afghanistan to 
once again become a ji-
hadist safe haven.

Many Afghans fear 
the deal could see the Tal-
iban return to some form 
of power, eroding hard-
won rights for women in 
particular, or the country 
descend further into a 
brutal civil war.

On Friday, Ahmad-
ullah Azkhundzada, 
brother of Afghan Tali-
ban leader Haibatullah 
Akhundzada, was among 
four people killed in a 
blast at a mosque in Pa-
kistan’s southwestern 
Balochistan, a senior of-
ficial with the provincial 
government said.

Lankan presidential hopeful 
claims threat to his life

Colombo, Aug 18 (PTI): 
Sri Lanka’s presidential 
hopeful Gotabhaya Ra-
japaksa, who played a 
key role defeating the 
LTTE to end the coun-
try’s brutal civil war, has 
claimed that a terrorist 
group in the North is 
planning to harm him 
during the election cam-
paign, according to a me-
dia report.

Gotabhaya, 70, the 
brother of former strong-
man Mahinda Rajapaksa, 
complained to President 
Maithripala Sirisena that 
his intelligence officers 
have informed him that 
there is an attempt to use 
a sniper rifle and a spe-
cial type of gun imported 
from Malaysia for this at-
tack.

He asked the presi-
dent to investigate the 
matter and take appro-
priate action, Sri Lanka 
Mirror reported.

The former defence 
secretary told the media 
that according to infor-
mation he has received, 
not only him but Douglas 
Devananda, a Sri Lank-
an Tamil politician, and 
Karuna Amman, a politi-
cian and a former rebel, 
are also at risk.

The report said that 
the president has or-
dered the Director of 
Police Terrorism Investi-
gation to investigate into 
the matter.

Presidential elections 
in Sri Lanka are due be-
fore the end of the year.

Gotabhaya’s volun-
teer security unit has 
stayed on guard when 
he visited the Temple of 
Tooth Relic in Kandy re-
cently.

The unit has provided 
heavy protection allow-
ing no civilian to come 
near him.

Gotabhaya was a 
powerful bureaucrat un-
der his brother’s govern-
ment, which defeated the 
Tamil Tiger rebels’ 26-
year revolt in 2009.

As secretary of defence, 
Gotabhaya played a key 
role in ending the Tamil 
Tigers’ campaign for an in-
dependent state for ethnic 
minority Tamils. But he was 
accused of using extra-le-
gal methods and cracking 
down on those who criti-
cised his style.

According to a Unit-
ed Nations report, some 
45,000 Tamil civilians 
were killed in the last 
months of the war alone.

Delhi’s Sunday air quality 
best of the year so far

New Delhi, Aug 18 
(PTI): Delhiites on Sun-
day breathed the clean-
est air of the year so far, 
thanks to widespread 
rainfall in the National 
Capital Region over the 
past few days, officials 
said.

According to the Cen-
tral Pollution Control 
Board, the air quality in-
dex in the city on Sunday 
was recorded at 47, which 
falls in the ‘good’ category.

The AQI improved 
from 49 on Saturday, the 
CPCB said. An AQI be-
tween 0 to 50 is consid-
ered ‘good’ air quality.

“Sunday’s was the best 
AQI this year so far,” an 
official said, adding the 
air quality will remain in 
the ‘good’ category for the 
next three days. For major 
part of the year, the city 
witnesses poor air quality.

The Centre-run Sys-
tem of Air Quality and 
Weather Forecasting 
(SAFAR) attributed the 
improved air quality to 
widespread rainfall in and 
around the NCR.

“Increased west to 
North rainfall activity in 
association with the inter-
action between western 
disturbance and monsoon 
low is ensuring longest 
spell of best air quality of 
the year.

“It will continue for 
today also. Fairly wide-
spread to widespread 
rainfall and isolated heavy 
rainfalls are also expected. 
Delhi Air quality is pre-
dicted to be in good cate-
gory for next three days,” 
it said. The Delhi-NCR has 
received widespread in-
termittent rainfall over 
the past few days. Delhi 
received 1.4 mm rainfall 
from 8.30 am to 5.30 pm on 
Saturday, while in 24 hours 
ending 8.30 am on Satur-
day it received 7.3 mm rain-
fall. Some parts of the city 
received rains on Friday 
and Thursday as well.

An AQI between 51 
and 100 is considered 
‘satisfactory’, 101 and 200 
‘moderate’, 201 and 300 
‘poor’, 301 and 400 ‘very 
poor’, and 401 and 500 
‘severe’.
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LEE SEUNG-GI AND SUZY BAE’S VAGABOND: The upcoming 
blockbuster action drama, Vagabond, has finally confirmed their 
official premiere date. The spy-based drama stars 32-year-old top 
actor, Lee Seung-gi and 24-year-old singer turned actress, Suzy 
Bae and is set to premiere on 20 September 2019 on local Korean 
broadcast channel SBS, and globally via Netflix. 
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dear readers,
if you are having TrouBle geTTing your copy of The summiT 
Times in your neighBourhood, please message or WhaTsapp 
us your name and address aT 9832556698 and We Will ensure 
ThaT The neWspaper reaches you.

Aries:
If you don’t tell them, somebody else will. 
Come clean, Aries. Discuss the many skele-
tons you have tucked away in the closet. This 
phase of your life calls for a greater degree of 
truth, honesty and integrity. Mastered the art 
of spring cleaning? Chances are, somebody 
close to you is keeping a secret. Brace your-
self, wild one. Your entire life is about to be 
shaken up for better or worse.
Tip: The skeletons find their way out of the 
closet.
Taurus:
It’s okay to feel too many things at one time. 
It’s okay to experience sadness, loneliness, 
grief and melancholy. You don’t need any-
body else to validate your feelings. What this 
phase of your life requires you to embrace: 
the duality that is synonymous with the hu-
man existence. The only thing you want to be 
mindful of is isolating yourself. Get your best 
friend on the phone or reach out to a therapist.
Gemini:
The Universe is always speaking to us in 
signs and symbols. The real question is: are 
you paying attention? Make time to tune in, 

Gemini. Make time to listen to your higher 
wisdom. This will help you in your journey 
of self-awareness. Some of you may be drawn 
towards the occult at this point. The gates of 
mystery are now open. Allow yourself to walk 
in.
Cancer:
Sometimes you just have to light a candle, 
call upon your spirits team for guidance, and 
allow yourself to traverse within. Soul cleans-
ing is on the cards, Cancer. Allow yourself to 
feel everything you have been suppressing in 
its entirety. There’s only one way to let higher 
wisdom prevail. For some of you, the world 
of myths and mysteries is becoming more 
alluring that it has ever been before. Allow 
yourself to delve in under the guidance of a 
trusted teacher.
Tip: The gates of mystery are now open.
Leo:
Words of wisdom courtesy Osho: “Medita-
tiveness is simply a deep receptivity, a read-
iness, an open door.” Leo, what you’re being 
asked to do today: embrace the power of 
mindfulness. You’ll find the answers you are 
seeking when you allow yourself to go into 

yin mode. For some, this could be a time of 
delving deeper into spirituality, practicing 
mediumship, and embracing the divine arts.
Tip: Meet the beloved within, Leo.
Virgo:
This is the season to swipe right, Virgo. Who 
knows? You might just find somebody who is 
as geeky as you on the inside. Make an effort 
to meet them offline to find out. As such the 
virtual world promises to be a major blessing 
this weekend. Are you and your beloved play-
ing the long-distance game at the moment? 
Perhaps, you and the bestie across the world 
need a heart-to-heart session. Set up a face-
time date right this minute.
Libra:
Let ‘thank you, next’ be your mantra when 
somebody doesn’t give you the love and re-
spect you deserve, Libra. You deserve a lov-
er who makes magic, not excuses. What you 
want to turn your attention to instead: your 
own empire, which is growing at a rapid pace. 
Your creativity provides you with the satisfac-
tion you desire at the moment.
Scorpio:
Scorpio, the ‘on again, off again’ game is get-

ting a little old. Make stance clear. It’s either 
a yes or a no. If you answered in the negative, 
it’s time for you to draw boundaries pronto. 
Some of you could be experiencing a case 
of #ThrowbackThursday’. Have they really 
cleaned up like they say they have? Do they 
deserve a space in your sacred circle? Tread 
cautiously, wild one. You don’t want to repeat 
the same mistakes again.
Sagittarius:
Slow down, Sagittarius. The fire that’s mess-
ing with the chemical composition in your 
brain could just as easily die out. Find a pace 
that works for the both of you if you want 
the relationship to sustain. On the upside, 
you’re redefining fitness goals and working 
on a body that would put the Kardashians to 
shame. Change things up a little for yourself. 
Experiment with a workout that will push 
your limits.
Capricorn:
Throwback to your weekly horoscope: You 
can be whoever you want to be. This is the 
season to rise from your own ashes. You are in 
the process of reinventing yourself. The shift 
you are undergoing internally is likely to have 

an effect on your outer reality too. Thinking 
about redefining the rules of a certain relation-
ship? The time is now.
Aquarius:
When a connection is this strong, you’ll know 
it in your bones, Aquarius. Stop pushing peo-
ple away. Stop building barriers where bound-
aries are enough. This time, allow yourself to 
open your heart even if you run the risk of 
getting hurt. The cards are also reminding you 
of the importance of silence and solitude. It is 
by going within that you will have clarity on 
the patterns that need to be broken in the now.
Pisces:
Look at you transforming the negative 
thought patterns, standing in your truth, and 
showing your circumstances who is in charge. 
This is the season to rise from your own ashes 
and look like an absolute stunner as you do. 
But that doesn’t mean the fears don’t show up 
every once in awhile, or that your insecurities 
don’t threaten to bring you down. A Sophia 
Bush favourite to help you embrace the weak-
nesses: “You are allowed to be both a mas-
terpiece and a work in progress at the same 
time.”

https://www.facebook.com/SummitTimesSikkim/

John abraham on using his 
physicality in ‘subversive’ way
Mumbai, Aug 18 (PTI): Over the years, actor John Abraham 
has mastered the trick to use his physicality in films by com-
bining it with interesting characters and good stories.

When John started out his career in the mid-2000s, he be-
came the poster boy for gym enthusiasts.

Over the course of his 15-year-long career, John did take 
up roles which required him to flex his muscles, but off late 
the actor is seen playing characters which involve him doing a 
lot more: saving the nation, developing nuclear weapons and 
going undercover.

“There is a physicality that I have that exists, there’s a cer-
tain way people perceive the way I look, that is going to stay. I 
am not shying away from that,” John told PTI.

“You use physicality in a subversive way. ‘Batla House’ isn’t 
a physical film but my cop is throwing a guy in the cupboard. 
This cop has an 8-pack abs but it isn’t jarring you. If you use 
your physicality smartly, it is good, not overtly. I am not here 
to use my physicality overtly,” he added.

John said if actors want to sustain in the film industry they 
should believe in their gut.

“It is very important not to have that misstep. We cannot 
afford it. You can have the fastest 100 million views, the big-
gest opening but the biggest misstep is still the film not being 
appreciated because that many millions have seen a bad film. 
The right step is to follow your gut and be committed to the 
kind of content you want to create.”

The 46-year-old actor, whose latest release “Batla House” 
has opened to positive reviews, is overwhelmed with the re-
sponse the Nikkhil Advani-directed movie has received.

“In my career I’ve never seen such a large wave of appre-

ciation from the audience and the critics unanimously for the 
film, my performance, Nikkhil’s direction. It has been over-
whelming. Through this film, we are part of something really 
special which cannot be translated it manifested by the num-
bers we are getting for it.”

“This is beyond that. We have made something that’s ar-
chival enough to stay on for a long time. The numbers are very 
good and encouraging for us and I’m so thrilled and happy 
with the response,” he added.

i still root for the 
underdog: Brad pitt

London, Aug 18 (PTI): Brad Pitt says he likes a good “under-
dog” story as it resonates with his own career graph in Holly-
wood.

The “Once Upon a Time in Hollywood” star recalled start-
ing out as an extra in showbiz and slowly gaining his base in 
the movies.

“I think it’s easy to forget I came from Oklahoma and Mis-
souri - places where the film industry is not on the vocational 
list, so I started as an extra and slowly learned about the in-
dustry. I still root for an underdog,” Pitt, 55, told Ok! magazine.

He said the fame he has achieved over the years, some-
times feels like a double-edged sword.

“It can be both, it’s a trade-off. It’s liberating in the oppor-
tunities it provides but, on the other hand, it can be very con-
fining.

“I haven’t seen a hotel lobby in 15 years because I’ve got to 
go up the a** end of a hotel and out the same way. We get our 
moments, but it’s good and bad,” Pitt explained.

The actor will be next seen in James Gray’s space epic “Ad 
Astra”.

The film will have its world premiere at the Venice Film 
Festival later this month, before its worldwide release in Sep-
tember.

Martin Freeman confirms 
‘Black panther’ return

Los Angeles, Aug 17 (PTI): Marvel Studios may not have 
made any formal announcements about “Black Panther” se-
quel, but actor Martin Freeman has confirmed his involve-
ment in the project.

Freeman, who played CIA Agent Everett Ross in the Chad-
wick Boseman-fronted 2018 film, said he is not sure when the 
much-anticipated sequel will get into production.

“As far as I know, I will be (returning). As far as I know, I 
will be in another Black Panther. That’s my understanding. As 
to when that will happen, I don’t know,” Freeman told Collider 
when asked about his return to Marvel Cinematic Universe.

“Black Panther 2” was not announced during Marvel Stu-
dios’ San Diego Comic-Con, but Ryan Coogler is expected to 
return as the director of the new film.

Feige, however, later on hinted that a Black Panther movie 
can be a part of the studio’s fifth phase.

Apart from being a global blockbuster with USD 1.3 billion 
worldwide, “Black Panther” also became the first Marvel su-
perhero film to earn a best picture Oscar nod.

Joaquin phoenix on how he 
cracked Joker’s signature laugh

Los Angeles, Aug 18 (PTI): Joaquin Phoenix says he based 
the signature laughter of iconic DC villain The Joker on a neu-
rological disorder known as Pathological Laughter and Crying 
(PLC).

The condition is characterised by inappropriate and invol-
untary laughing and crying due to a nervous system disorder.

Phoenix, who is set to star as the Clown Prince of Crime in 
the eponymous film, said he watched videos of people suffer-
ing from the condition as part of his preparation.

“I started (with the laugh). I watched videos of people suf-
fering from pathological laughter, a neurological disorder that 
makes individuals laugh uncontrollably,” the actor told Italian 
magazine Il Venerdi.

Phoenix follows the likes of Jack Nicholson, Mark Hamill, 
Heath Ledger and Jared Leto with his portrayal of the Joker in 
the Todd Philips-directed movie.

Also featuring Zazie Beetz, Robert De Niro and Marc Ma-
ron, “Joker” will have its world premiere at the Venice Film 
Festival later this month. It releases worldwide in October.

Joss Whedon’s ‘The nevers’ 
announces new additions to cast

Los Angeles, Aug 18 (PTI): Joss Whedon’s 
HBO series “The Nevers” is adding more 
names to its cast with Kiran Sonia Sawar, Eliz-
abeth Berrington and Ella Smith set to join 
the show.

According to The Hollywood Reporter, Vi-
ola Prettejohn, Anna Devlin and Martyn Ford 
are also a part of the drama.

“The Nevers” is billed as an epic sci-fi dra-
ma which revolves around a gang of Victorian 
women who find themselves with unusual 
abilities, relentless enemies, and a mission 
that might change the world.

The project received straight-to-series or-
der last July.

With the addition of the six actors, the sci-
fi show now counts to 18 regulars and one re-

curring castmember in its massive ensemble.
Whedon is attached to write, direct, exec-

utive produce, and showrun.
Jane Espenson and Doug Petrie will write 

and executive produce, with Bernie Caulfield 
also executive producing.


