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covid claims 8 more lives, toll reaches 232
Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 24 May: 

Sikkim recorded eight more 
COVID-related deaths in 

the last 24 hours as per the 
Daily Report of Covid-19 re-
leased by the Integrated Dis-
ease Surveillance Programme 
of the Health Department this 
morning. With this, the State 
has now lost 232 lives to the 
virus. Of the eight deaths, six 
were reported from STNM 
Hospital and two from Central 
Referral Hospital, Tadong.

A reassuring piece of in-
formation in this report is 
confirmation that 224 recov-
eries were reported in the 
same 24 hours with this many 
people across the State com-
pleting their period of home 
isolation across the State after 
having tested positive for Co-
vid-19. These formerly Covid-
positive people either never 
developed symptoms severe 
enough to require hospitali-
sation or returned home af-
ter treatment in hospital and 
went on to complete their iso-
lation without complications.

Also over the same period, 

20 Covid patients were re-
leased from hospitals here af-
ter their complications were 
sufficiently addressed and 
their conditions normalised 
to a level where they could 
safely convalesce at home.

While Sikkim has thus far 
recorded 13,233 confirmed 
cases of Covid-19, 9,605 have 

already made full recover-
ies. There are currently 2,980 
people under home of facility 
isolation across the state, this 
number having dipped below 
3,000 after several days.

Since the two VRD Labs 
in the State remain closed 
on Sundays, no RT-PCR tests 
were conducted yesterday 

as a result of which only 
101 new cases of coronavi-
rus were reported in the last 
24 hours, hundred of these 
cases being picked up from 
Rapid Antigen Testing of 395 
samples on Sunday. Only one 
of the 11 screened by TruNAT 
returned positive.

It may be mentioned here 

that the Health Department has 
begun conducting doorstep Rap-
id Antigen Testing of primary 
contacts [under home isolation] 
in areas which have recorded a 
spike in positive cases.

While healthworkers covered 
IBM-Rangpo and Majhitar on 22 
May, its team covered Arithang 
ward in Gangtok on Sunday. 

Meanwhile, of the 101 
new cases, 26 were registered 
in East District, 69 in West 
District, four in South District 
and two in North Sikkim.

There are currently 3184 
active cases of coronavirus 
in Sikkim, of whom 15 were 
admitted in the ICU facility at 
STNM hospital and 11 in the 
ICU at CRH, Tadong. A total of 
204 Covid patients are admit-
ted in hospital at present.

Meanwhile on Monday, 
1,283 people received their 
Covishield jabs at the 46 
vaccination sites kept open 
across the State today, not all 
of which received visits by 
people seeking a vaccine.

Thus far, Sikkim has ad-
ministered 2,35,586 doses of 
the vaccine covering 1,75,949 
people, 59,637 of whom have 
completed their vaccine sched-
ule having received both jabs.

While 55,205 people 
above 60 years of age have 
received the vaccine thus far, 
the drive has covered 92,041 
people in the 45-60 age-group 
and 28,690 people in the 18-
44 age bracket.

cM hands over appointment letters to 76 who have 
been volunteering at health facilities for the past year

Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 24 May:

Chief Minister PS Ta-
mang today handed 

over appointment orders 
to 76 individuals who 
have been volunteering 
and assisting at health 
facilities here during the 
pandemic.

As per a Facebook 
post by the CM, among 
the recipients of the 
temporary appoint-
ment are dentists, staff 
nurses, ward attendants, 
OT technicians, radiog-
raphers, lab technicians, 
ambulance drivers and 
Safai Karmachari, whose 
services, he underlines, 
are "currently vital."

In his address, the CM 
applauded them for "tire-
lessly volunteering and 
serving the state since 
last year." 

"Their dedication and 
hard work have assisted 
us in the time of pandem-

ic and I urged them to 
continue with the same 
spirit and work as an 
integral part of the gov-
ernment mechanism," he 
shares.

He added that Sik-
kim's doctors, nurses and 
health workers are more 
than capable of treating 
patients and urged all to 

have faith in the State's 
facilities and cited sever-
al examples highlighting 
the success of the health 
mechanism and infra-
structure here. 

He also appealed to 
everyone to be consid-
erate towards frontline 
workers, especially the 
police force, and maintain 

SOPs and not leave their 
homes until necessary. 

He expressed confi-
dence that "collectively 
we can break the chain 
and for that, we need to 
be mindful of the lock-
down protocols and wear 
masks at all time which is 
the most effective way to 
deal with the virus."

Agri Minister takes stock of 
COVID situation in West Sikkim

Gyalshing, 23 May 
(IPR): The Minister, Ag-
riculture, Horticulture, 
Animal Husbandry & Vet-
erinary Services, IPR and 
Printing & Stationery De-
partments, Lok Nath Shar-
ma undertook a two-day 
tour of Gyalshing-Bermiok 
and nearby constituencies 
to take stock of the COVID 
situation in the area. 

The Minister started 
his tour from Legship and 
Gyalshing Omchung GPU 
yesterday where he inter-
acted with the Panchayats 
and Ward Level COVID 
Management Committee 
members. The Minister 
sought active feedback 
regarding the COVID man-
agement in their areas. He 
also provided ration and 
other essentials to the pa-
tients under home isola-
tion in the GPU.  

The Minister under-
took a tour of the COVID 
Care Centre set up at Nurs-
ing College Gyalshing on 
23 May, 2021 where about 
nine people are admitted. 

The Minister inquired 
about the health of the pa-
tients as well as took stock 
of the essentials at the CO-
VID Care Centre.  Interact-
ing with the Chief Medical 
Officer, West the Minister 
directed that adequate 
quantities of medicines 
and oxygen supply should 
be ensured at the above 
centre. He also directed 
that ambulances and ve-
hicles be engaged for the 
transportation of COVID-19 
patients.

The Minister then vis-
ited the Gyalshing Nagar 
Panchayat (GNP) office 
and interacted with the 
councillors and COVID 
Management Volunteers 
and ASHAs of the Nagar 
Panchayat.  He distributed 
face masks and PPE kits to 
the frontline warriors and 
motivated them to work to-

wards controlling the num-
ber of cases in the town. 

He also provided a 
financial assistance of 
Rs. 20,000/- to the safai 
karmacharis of GNP as a 
token of appreciation for 
their selfless service and 
providing dignified burial 
to the COVID dead.

The Minister then 
toured Dentam, Pechrek, 
13th Mile Bermiok, Ka-
luk, Rinchenpong and 
Yangsum where he met 
with the COVID Manage-
ment team, including the 
ASHAs, Police Personnel 
and PHC doctors and staff.

He also visited COVID 
Care Centre established at 
the Community Hall of Vil-
lage Administrative Cen-
tre, 13th Mile Bermiok. 

He also interacted 
with the Panchayats and 
Members of Covid Man-
agement Committee and 
further motivated them to 
render dedicated service 
in controlling the COVID 
-19 Pandemic. 

He expressed his deep 
appreciation for their self-
less service and provided 
PPE, and masks to the 
frontline warriors. Essen-
tials like Oximeters and ra-
tion, masks and sanitizers, 
etc. for onward distribution 
to the patients under home 
isolation were also handed 
over to the BDOs. He also 
presented a financial as-
sistance of Rs. 3000/- each 
as a token of appreciation 
to all ASHA workers in the 
constituency. 

The Minister directed 
the BDOs and SDMs to 
ensure the provision of 
ambulances and vehicles 
to ferry patients. Further 
he stated that all needy 
and poor people affected 
by the disease will be pro-
vided free rations to help 
them tide over the disease. 
He also stated that as per 
the directive of the Chief 
Minister, an isolation cen-
tre should be created in 
each GPU.

Earlier, he also made a 
brief halt at Dentam Police 
Station and took stock of 
the COVID situation and 
compliance to issued di-
rectives of ongoing lock-
down in the constituency. 
He also interacted with 
the Area Incharge, Medi-
cal Officer Incharge of 
Dentam Primary Health 
Centre, Station Incharge 
and provided required Co-
vid care kits and medical 
devices. He also acknowl-
edged the praiseworthy 
service of medical profes-
sionals, police personnel, 
ASHAs and all frontline 
warriors and encouraged 
further for consistency in 
their contributions.

During the tour, the 
Minister was accompa-
nied by the SDMs, BDOs 
and Panchayats of the 
concerned area along with 
area Incharge Manybong 
Dentam Constituency, 
Purna Hang Subba and 
area Incharge Rinchen-
pong Constituency, Phur-
ba Bhutia.

BBC to review its editorial policies after 
Diana interview controversy

States to 
receive 48 
Lakh Covid 
vaccine doses 
in next three 
days: Centre
New Delhi: More than 
1.80 crore COVID-19 vac-
cine doses are still avail-
able with the states and 
Union Territories and 
they will receive over 48 
lakh doses in the next 
three days, the Union 
Health Ministry said on 
Monday.

The Centre has so far 
provided, both through 
the free of cost category 
and through direct state 
procurement category, 
more than 21.80 crore 
vaccine doses to states 
and UTs.

Of this, the total con-
sumption, calculated 
based on average up to 
May 23, including wast-
ages is 20,00,08,875 dos-
es the ministry said.

"More than 1.80 
crore COVID vaccine 
doses (1,80,43,015) are 
still available with the 
states and UTs to be ad-
ministered. "Further-
more, more than 48 lakh 
(48,00,650) vaccine dos-
es are in the pipeline and 
will be received by them 
within the next three 
days," it stated.

As part of the nation-
wide vaccination drive, 
the Centre been support-
ing the states and UTs by 
providing them COVID 
vaccines free of cost.

In addition, it has also 
been facilitating direct 
procurement of vaccines 
by the states and UTs.

London, 24 May [AFP]: The 
BBC said Monday it will review 
its editorial policies and gov-
ernance after an independent 
report found one of its journal-
ists used deception to secure a 
landmark interview with Prin-
cess Diana.

The British broadcaster's 
board said the internal probe 
would be conducted by a group 
of non-executive directors led 
by Nick Serota, its senior inde-
pendent director, and report 
back by September.

"We must not just assume 
that mistakes of the past cannot 
be repeated today -- we must 
make sure that this is the case," 
the board of governors said in a 
lengthy statement.

"We think it is right that we 
review the effectiveness of the 

BBC's editorial policies and 
governance in detail," it added.

An investigation by retired 
judge John Dyson concluded 
last Thursday that journal-
ist Martin Bashir had tricked 
Diana's brother Charles Spen-
cer into helping to arrange 
the 1995 interview, in which 
she spoke candidly about her 
troubled marriage to Prince 
Charles.

Bashir commissioned fake 
bank statements that falsely 
suggested some of Diana's clos-
est aides were being paid by 
the security services to keep 
tabs on her.

He then showed them to 
Spencer in a successful bid to 
earn their trust and land the 
sensational sit-down.

Dyson's report also found 

the BBC's own internal probes 
into longstanding allegations 
of impropriety by Bashir were 
"woefully ineffective".

Princes William and Harry, 
Diana's two sons, have severely 
criticised Bashir and the BBC 
over their conduct, saying his 
actions contributed to events 
that led to Diana's death in a car 
crash nearly two years after the 
interview.

But Bashir has defended 
himself, arguing that Diana was 
eager to speak out and that he 
should not be held responsible 
for "many of the other things 
that were going on in her life".

The BBC said its latest 
review would assess the 
strength of "day-to-day edi-
torial processes and a clear 
route by which to handle any 

specific issues" arising from 
the damning report.

"The board will look at the 
culture of the BBC as part of its 
remit to assess the effective-
ness of policies and practice," it 
vowed.

"Their work will focus on 
oversight of the BBC's editorial 
practices and will consider in 
detail the robustness and in-
dependence of whistleblowing 
processes in editorial areas."

The broadcaster, funded 
through a compulsory sub-
scription fee, is under renewed 
pressure from the government 
and its critics following the re-
port's publication.

Earlier Monday, Culture 
Secretary Oliver Dowden ac-
cused it of adopting a "we know 
best" attitude over the scandal.

have  a 
story to 

share? 
email us: news@
summittimes.

com
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SIKKIM PROGRESSIVE YOUTH FORUM ON VEGETABLE SHOPS REOPENING WITH INFLATED PRICES

anarchy and monopoly in bazaars must stop!

ViewPoint

RupeN 

On one hand, the people are barely 
managing a living amid the lock-

down declared without taking into 
consideration about the thousands 
of non-salaried families. On the 
other, there is a fleecing of the cus-
tomer going on in the market. There 
is total anarchy in the market. Com-
mon people are charged exorbitantly 
high price to the essential commodi-
ties.  A kg of vegetables cost upto 10 

times more than that of the price in 
Siliguri. A kg of vegetable produced 
by local farmers is being sold at 

thrice the price that the farmers get 
because of the middleman sellers 
in the market.  These things have 
been going on from years. But tak-
ing the advantage of the pandemic 

situation this trend has increased 
dramatically.

Similar, monopoly and the fleec-
ing of the common people is going on 
in commodities like rice, pulses, oil, 
etc. Even goods with fixed price are 
being sold at more than the MRPs.

Govt’s attention has been dispro-
portionately more to the Gangtok 
areas. There are such people be-
yond Ranipool as well. As the covid 
cases have penetrated even to the 
remote villages of the Sikkim, the 

sufferings of the people are more 
in countryside and small towns 
than the capital. The fleecing by 
the shopkeepers is there in places 
like Geyzing, Jorethang, Singtam, 
Soreng, Namchi and all other ba-
zaars and villages as well. Taking 
steps only for the dwellers of capi-
tal do not help the cause.

In this backdrop, SPYF demands 
strict regulation by the govt in the 
price of the essential commodi-
ties in the market. The Govt must 

assure that the rate chart is main-
tained compulsorily at all Sabji 
mandis and shops and the same 
must be checked by the Govt regu-
larly. The Govt may also publish a 
rate chart of essential commodi-
ties daily on the social media for 
the general awareness of the peo-
ple. Strict action must be initiated 
against those who do not comply to 
the price fixed by the Govt.

[The writer is a member of 
Sikkim Progressive Youth Forum]

sdM and sdpo reach covid awareness 
to monasteries in and around namchi

Namchi, 24 May [IPR]: 
In a move to create 
awareness and sensi-
tize people about the 
second wave of COV-
ID-19, SDM [HQ]-Nam-
chi, Chiran Rizal and 
SDPO-Namchi, Kesang 
D Bhutia visited mon-
asteries in and around 
Namchi today. 

During their visit they 
inspected the kitchen, 
dining area and dormito-
ries of the monasteries. 
Shreda located in the en-
tire inspected monastery 
were found to be closed 
however there were stu-
dents still staying at the 
hostel. 

The officials also cir-
culated COVID-19 ap-
propriate behaviour at 
the monasteries and 
requested them to com-
ply to certain guidelines 
in order to combat CO-
VID-19. 

They emphasized 
that there should be 
ample distance between 
the beds in dormitories 

to avoid spreading of 
the disease. Similar gap 
should be also main-
tained in the dining 
area and that provision 
for proper sanitization 
should be made avail-
able. 

It was suggested that 
dedicated manpower 
designated to shop gro-

cery items should be 
identified and that these 
individuals should isolate 
themselves from the rest 
of the people living in the 
monastery throughout 
the pandemic. 

The officials also 
highlighted that if pos-
sible no visitors to be 
allowed and they under-

lined that every Shre-
daincharge should re-
serve a room in the hos-
tel for isolation purpose 
for symptomatic cases. 

The officials also 
pointed out that if there 
is any symptomatic case 
then they should report 
it to the nearest health 
centre.

Narada case: Cal HC refuses 
CBI prayer to adjourn matter

Repeated Discrimination: Mamata Banerjee 
on Centre's cyclone aid to Bengal

IIT Kanpur 
introduces 
new programs 
in statistics, 
data science
New Delhi, 24 May 
[NDTV]: The Indian In-
stitute of Technology 
Kanpur (IIT Kanpur) has 
introduced two new pro-
grammes from the aca-
demic year 2021-22. The 
new programmes four-
year Bachelor of Science 
(BS) and five-year Bach-
elor of Science - Master 
of Science (BS-MS) pro-
grammes in Statistics and 
Data Science will be of-
fered by the Department 
of Mathematics and Sta-
tistics. The admissions 
to the programs will be 
through JEE Advance.

In order to keep the 
students acquainted with 
new challenges with data 
and the associated cut-
ting-edge technology, IIT 
Kanpur said, it will invite 
industry personnel for 
guest lectures, real data 
analysis projects, semi-
nar presentations, and 
industry internships for 
students.

The program will be 
tailor-made for students 
interested in the study 
and analysis of data. The 
program, as per an IIT 
Kanpur statement, will 
focus on areas including 
Fundamental Statistical 
and Mathematical, Com-
putational and Data Sci-
ence application courses 
with students having op-
portunity to do elective 
courses from the Depart-
ment of Computer Sci-
ence and Engineering and 
Electrical Engineering.

The programmes 
seek to prepare students 
with skills relevant to the 
rapidly growing interdis-
ciplinary field of big data 
analytics. The graduates 
of the programs will be 
empowered with the skills 
and knowledge to build 
flourishing careers in data 
science industry and also 
pursue higher studies in 
classical and modern sta-
tistics, and data science. 
Professor Abhay Karandi-
kar, Director, IIT Kanpur 
said: “The last decade has 
seen significant changes in 
the field of statistics with 
an ever-increasing focus 
on the computational as-
pects of statistical meth-
odologies. Data science, 
Artificial Intelligence/
Machine Learning is play-
ing increasingly important 
roles in findingsolutions to 
diverse real-world prob-
lems.”

“Research in data sci-
ence in the next 20 years 
is expected to focus on de-
veloping mathematically 
rooted models that can be 
implemented efficiently. 
The synergy of theory and 
applications requires train-
ing specific to a unique set 
of skills, and the BS and BS-
MS programs in Statistics 
and Data Science have been 
launched in response to this 
need of effective implemen-
tation in real-life situations,” 
he added.

The IIT Kanpur state-
ment said: "Students 
undergoing the BS and 
BS-MS programs in Sta-
tistics and Data Science 
will be exposed to vari-
ous types of structured 
and unstructured data 
with applications in solv-
ing real world problems. 
This would include data 
related to health, bio-
medicine, bioinformatics 
and digital health, retail, 
banking and financial 
data; image processing 
data; seismological data; 
social media and social 
network analysis; energy 
sector, transportation, 
agriculture etc." 

Jharkhand reports black fungus case

Kashmir dairy farmers dump milk in 
drains as Covid curbs hit demand

Kolkata, May 24 (PTI): 
The Calcutta High Court 
on Monday took up hear-
ing in the Narada sting 
tapes case -- in which 
two Bengal ministers, a 
TMC MLA and a former 
mayor of Kolkata have 
been arrested -- refusing 
a prayer by the CBI to ad-
journ the matter.

Representing the CBI, 
Solicitor General of India 
Tushar Mehta, during the 
virtual session, prayed 
before the five-judge 
bench that it adjourn 
hearing in the case, as 
the investigating agency 
has filed a special leave 
petition (SLP) before the 
Supreme Court, in con-
nection with the high 
court's May 19 and May 
21 orders.

The five-judge bench 
of the high court, howev-
er, decided to commence 
hearing in the matter 
since the SLP is yet to be 
listed for hearing before 
the apex court.

It heard the CBI plea 
for transfer of the case 
from lower court to high 
court, and applications 
filed by the accused for 
recall of the stay order 
the high court had given 
on a lower court ruling.

The CBI has sought 
before the high court 
transfer of the case al-
leging extraordinary cir-
cumstances.

The agency claimed 
that Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee sat on a 

dharna at the CBI office 
after the arrests were 
made, and that it could 
not produce the four ac-
cused in court physically 
owing to unruly protests 
by a large number of 
people outside its office 
complex.

The four leaders - 
ministers Firhad Hakim 
and Subrata Mukher-
jee, TMC MLA Madan 
Mitra and former city 
mayor Sovan Chatterjee 
-- were arrested on May 
17 morning by the CBI, 
which is investigating the 
Narada sting tapes case 
on the order of the high 
court.

A special CBI court 
had on that very day 
granted interim bail to 
the four accused, but a di-
vision bench of the high 
court -- comprising Act-
ing Chief Justice Rajesh 
Bindal and Justice Arijit 
Banerjee -- later stayed 
its decision, following 
which the leaders were 
sent to judicial custody.

Differing on the ap-
plication filed by the ac-
cused for recall of the 
stay order, Justice Arijit 
Banerjee had on May 19 
passed an order allowing 
bail, while acting chief 
justice Bindal wanted 
that they be placed under 
house arrest.

The division bench 
then passed an order on 
May 21, sending the four 
accused to house arrest, 
modifying its earlier or-

der that stayed their bail 
granted by a CBI court.

The ministers and the 
other two are undergo-
ing house confinement 
since May 21.

In view of the differ-
ence of opinion, the mat-
ter was then referred to a 
larger bench.

A five-judge bench 
comprising the acting 
Chief Justice, justices I 
P Mukerji, Harish Tan-
don, Soumen Sen and 
Arijit Banerjee was sub-
sequently constituted 
and the case was listed 
for hearing at 11 am on 
Monday.

Lawyer Manishankar 
Chatterjee, who is repre-
senting Subrata Mukher-
jee, said that the issues 
that would be heard 
in the high court were 
noted by the five-judge 
bench on Monday.

Among the main is-
sues that were brought 
to the fore include the 
possibility of hearing the 
CBI's transfer applica-
tion together with the 
bail pleas filed by the ac-
cused, Chatterjee said.

He further said that 
the five-judge bench has 
fixed the matter for fur-
ther hearing on Wednes-
day. The sting operation, 
conducted by Mathew 
Samuel of Narada TV 
news channel in 2014, 
had purportedly caught 
on camera politicians ac-
cepting bribes in lieu of 
favours.

Kolkata: West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee today pointed 
out that the Centre, de-
spite promising all forms 
of assistance to combat 
Cyclone Yaas, has agreed 
to provide an advance of 
₹ 400 crore only, while 
smaller states such as 
Odisha and Andhra 
Pradesh are being given 
₹ 600 crore each.

Mamata Banerjee, 
following a meeting of 
Home Minister Amit 
Shah with the chief min-
isters of Andhra Pradesh, 
Odisha and Bengal and 
the Lieutenant Governor 
of Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands, said her state, 
which is more densely 
populated, is facing "re-
peated discrimination".

"We had a meeting 
with Amit Shah-ji this 
morning. The Centre is 
providing more than ₹ 
600 crore each to Odi-
sha and Andhra Pradesh, 
and only ₹ 400 crore-
something to Bengal to 
fight Cyclone Yaas. This 
is money being paid in 
advance, something the 
states are supposed to 
get. This isn't extra...

"At the meeting, I 
sought to know why Ben-
gal, despite being a big-

ger state than Odisha and 
Andhra Pradesh -- both 
in terms of population 
density and number of 
districts -- is getting less? 
Why are we being de-
prived repeatedly?" Ms 
Banerjee told reporters 
at the state secretariat.

She said that Amit 
Shah had promised to 
extend full cooperation, 
but when it came to an-
nouncing advance funds 
for the states, Bengal got 
less. "Odisha and Andhra 
Pradesh are my sister 
states. I do not have 
any problem with what 
the Centre is offering to 
them. That said, can you 
compare UP with Pondi-
cherry? It depends on the 
population density, his-
tory, geography and the 
boundaries," she said.

The chief minister 
further said that Amit 
Shah, on hearing her ar-
gument, stated that "sci-
entific views are taken 
into consideration" be-
fore arriving at such de-
cisions.

"The home minister 
told me that the matter 
will be discussed later. He 
also said that it depends 
on scientific view... I did 
not reply to that because 
I have knowledge about 

political science, but not 
much on this subject," 
she said, in an apparent 
dig at Mr Shah.

Continuing her tirade 
against the Centre, the 
Trinamool Congress chief 
claimed that the BJP-led 
Union government, in the 
past, has failed to pro-
vide her administration 
with any assistance after 
Cyclone Bulbul hit the 
state in 2019, and in the 
aftermath of the Cyclone 
Amphan-led devastation.

She clarified that 
funds of ₹ 1,000-crore 
provided by the Cen-
tre last year, following 
the ravages caused by 
Cyclone Amphan, was 
something it owed to the 
state, and not an addi-
tional assistance.

Mamata Banerjee 
also maintained that her 
government was battling 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
on its own.

Noting that the state 
government will conduct 
a survey after Cyclone 
Yaas strikes the state, 
she said, "A report will 
be sent (to the Centre) 
following the assess-
ment. We do not know 
if we would be receiving 
any help, but the report 
would be submitted." 

Srinagar: Dairy farmers in Kash-
mir are dumping thousands of 
litres of milk down the drain due 
to lowered demand, which they 
blame on the COVID-19 lockdown.

In Pulwama, the highest milk 
producing district in the region, 
distressed farmers brought truck-
loads of milk cans to Industrial 
Estate Lassipora and threw it in a 
drain.

They didn't find buyers after 
dairy plants at the Industrial Es-
tate refused to buy milk citing sub-
dued demand due to lockdown.

"For over last one month we 
are selling only 40 per cent of the 
milk. There are no buyers because 
of lockdown," said Rafiq Ahmad, a 
dairy farmer.

Mr Ahmad has 40 cows and 
his inability to sell milk has hit 

his livelihood. The cows are at the 
verge of starvation, he said. "I don't 
have money to buy fodder for my 
40 cows. I earn by selling milk, 
feed my family and cows. Now I'm 
dumping 60 per cent of the milk 
produced every day," he said.

At Lassipora Industrial Estate, 
Zum Zum milk processing plant 
was buying 22,000 litres from 
dairy farmers before the low-
down. Today it has dropped to just 
10,000 litres.

"We purchase milk and process 
it in the unit based on demand in 
the market. Since our sales have 
lowered after corona curfew, we 
are forced to limit our procure-
ment to 50-60 per cent," said Sha-
fat Shah, owner of the dairy plant.

Turned away from various 
dairy plants, dozens of farmers 

decided to dump milk and emp-
tied vessels in a drain. Farmers say 
it's painful to throw milk away but 
they have been left with no option.

"We don't know how we and 
our cows will survive in such a sit

uation. We appeal to the Gov-
ernor to intervene and save and us 
and our cows," said Zahoor Ahmad.

The farmers say educated 
youth have chosen dairy farming 
as a means of employment but be-
cause of lockdown and no access 
to market, many are selling their 
cows.

"I spent over ₹ 300 to feed a 
cow daily. How can I feed her if I 
can't sell milk. I have taken loan 
from a bank and set up my dairy 
farm. The government should in-
tervene and come to our rescue," 
said Sajad Ahmad, a dairy farmer.

Hazaribag (Jharkhand), 
May 24 (PTI): A case of 
mucormycosis, com-
monly known as black 
fungus infection, was re-
ported from Jharkhand's 
Hazaribag town as a 
75-year-old patient who 
recently recovered from 
Covid-19, was found af-
flicted with it, an official 
said on Monday.

Mucormycosis or 
black fungus is more 
common among people 
whose immunity has 
lowered due to Covid, 
diabetes, kidney disease, 
liver or cardiac disor-
ders, age-related issues, 
or those on medication 
for auto-immune dis-
eases like rheumatoid 
arthritis.

"A case of black fun-
gus infection has been 
reported from the Pug-
mill locality of Hazaribag 
town on Sunday," Bidya 

Bhushan Kumar, Subdi-
visional Officer of Haz-
aribag Sadar, said.

The SDO said that a 
75-year-old man who 
recently recovered from 
Covid-19 again com-
plained of breathing dif-
ficulties. "A CT scan was 

done and symptoms of 
black fungus were found. 
It is the first such case in 
Hazaribag town.

Considering the se-
verity of the case, the 
patient was immediately 
referred to a Ranchi hos-
pital," the official said.

Kumar said that all 
people who have recov-
ered from coronavirus 
were asked to immedi-
ately report to the Haz-
aribagh Medical College 
and Hospital if they find 
symptoms of difficulties 
in breathing.
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sfa provides ambulance to urban phc to 
ferry rat-positive patients to stnM hospital

SOA congratulates Narinder Batra 
for second term as IHF President 

Yangang monasteries sanitized

Around 25,000 outbound Nepali 
youth stuck due to flight suspension

CHANDAN KuMAR 
MANDAL
Kathmandu, 24 May 
[KathmanduPost]: Thou-
sands of Nepali youths 
who were planning to 
take up jobs overseas 
have been unable to 
leave the country due to 
the suspension of inter-
national flights since the 
past two weeks owing to 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

Amid record spikes in 
Covid-19 infections and 
deaths, the government 
had suspended all inter-
national flights, except 
for two flights between 
Kathmandu and New 
Delhi, since May 6 mid-
night. Special chartered 
flights however have 
been allowed.

According to an es-
timate by the Nepal As-
sociation of Foreign 
Employment Agencies 
(NAFEA), an umbrella 
organisation of Nepali 
recruiting agencies that 
supply Nepali migrants 
to foreign employers, 
nearly 25,000 Nepalis 
could not migrate abroad 
since the imposition of 
the flight suspension.

“Thousands of Ne-
palis have been deprived 
of overseas employment 
opportunities,” Sujit Ku-

mar Shrestha, general 
secretary of the associa-
tion, told the Post, add-
ing, “These workers had 
completed all the process 
and were ready to leave 
the country when the 
flights were suspended 
all of a sudden.”

According to Shres-
tha, the highest number 
of youths were bound for 
Qatar, followed by Saudi 
Arabia, the United Arab 
Emirates, Oman and Bah-
rain in the Gulf region.

“Besides, a significant 
number of workers had 
also received work visas 
for countries beyond the 
Gulf region. They were 
ready to fly to Romania 
and Cyprus as well as the 
Maldives,” said Shrestha.

As the second wave of 
Covid-19 picked up pace 
in Nepal and its labour 
destination countries 
last month, labour migra-
tion once again was hit 
hard just like during the 
first wave last year.

As a result, the num-
ber of Nepalis seeking 
to migrate abroad had 
already dwindled in the 
weeks before the country 
finally halted interna-
tional flights.

According to the as-
sociation’s estimates, at 

least 2,200 workers had 
even bought their flight 
tickets.

“At least these 25,000 
Nepalis would have start-
ed employment abroad 
if there were no restric-
tions,” said Shrestha. 
“Foreign jobs are already 
scarce since the pandemic 
struck last year and these 
people have been deprived 
of their hard-earned jobs. 
The government should 
make some arrangements 
to send them.”

Officials at the De-
partment of Foreign 
Employment, the over-
sight body of the foreign 
employment sector, also 
admit that the flight sus-
pension has served a big 
blow to thousands of for-
eign job aspirant Nepalis.

According to Krishna 
Prasad Dawadi, the di-
rector-general of the de-
partment, nearly 24,000 
migrant workers have 
received labour permits 
since Baishakh [April 14]. 
Of them, nearly 4,000 have 
received labour permits 
online after the govern-
ment suspended the in-
ternational flights.

“As per our estimates, 
nearly half of those who 
had received labour per-
mits might have flown to 

destination countries. But 
around 10,000 workers 
are stuck here,” said Dawa-
di. “Even after the suspen-
sion of flights, some work-
ers approached us for la-
bour permits saying they 
would leave the country 
on chartered flights. We 
issued them labour per-
mits.”

However, the depart-
ment officials admitted 
that there haven’t been 
any discussion about 
making any special ar-
rangements for sending 
the workers as the issue is 
beyond their jurisdiction.

The ongoing interna-
tional flights suspension 
has already been extend-
ed till May 31.

The recruiting agen-
cies, however, have been 
demanding that the gov-
ernment schedule a few 
regular flights to destina-
tion countries to ensure 
that those youths who 
have already secured 
jobs could travel.

“Despite the suspen-
sion, two flights per week 
from India have been al-
lowed even though the 
Covid-19 situation is 
terrible there. Then why 
can’t the government al-
low a few weekly flights 
to labour destination 

countries?” said Shres-
tha. “We have requested 
the government agen-
cies to operate a limited 
number of flights to the 
labour destination coun-
tries where Covid-19 
cases are low.”

Last week, the gov-
ernment said Nepalis 
could also travel on char-
tered flights meant for 
evacuating foreigners 
stranded in Nepal. Be-
sides, the government is 
also considering resum-
ing a limited number of 
commercial flights for 
select countries.

“Chartered flight is 
not a good option for mi-
grant workers because 
the ticket prices are ex-
orbitantly high and it 
only promotes under-
hand practices in ticket 
sales. So regular flights 
should be the priority,” 
said Shrestha. “The gov-
ernment need not open 
all the flights but a few 
weekly to countries like 
Saudi Arabia and Qatar 
from where there will be 
connecting flights to oth-
er destination countries. 
Resuming regular flights 
is in favour of workers 
as they have already in-
vested huge amounts to 
secure foreign jobs.”

SAGAR CHHETRI
Gangtok, 23 May:

Sikkim Football Asso-
ciation [SFA] has ex-

tended a helping hand to 
the Covid management 
efforts by providing its 
ambulance to the Gang-
tok Urban PHC to assist 
its Rapid Antigen Testing 

initiative in the high load 
zones of Gangtok. 

The ambulance will 
also be used to ferry RAT-
positive individuals to 
STNM Hospital, COVID 
Care Centres and paid 
quarantines centres at 
Saramsa Garden and Khel 
Gaon for ladies and Pal-

jor Stadium Gymnasium 
Hall for gents, informs an 
SFA press release issued 
by its president, Menla-
Ethenpa.

The SFA president 
has appealed to everyone 
to come forward and help 
the government contain 
COVID-19 in Sikkim.

Summit RepoRt 
Gangtok, 23 May:

Sikkim Olympic Asso-
ciation [SOA] has con-

gratulated Narinder Ba-
tra for being re-elected as 
the President of Interna-
tional Hockey Federation 
[IHF] for a second term. 

“SOA extends its 
heartiest congratulations 
and best wishes for his 
endeavour to promote 
sports in the country and 
Hockey in the world,” a 
press release states. 

Narinder Batra is 
the president of Indian 
Olympic Association and 
a member of Internation-
al Olympic Committee.

In the release, SOA 
president, Kuber Bhan-
dari mentions that 
Narinder Batra was re-
elected for the second 
term as the president 
of International Hockey 
Federation after beating 
Marc Coudorn of Bel-

gium by a margin of two 
votes during the 47th 
Congress held on 22 May, 
2021. 

It is added that Mr 
Batra secured 63 votes 
against his rival’s 61 
votes to emerge as the 

winner during online 
voting process partici-
pated by 124 member as-
sociations. It is further 
informed that the Con-
gress was held virtu-
ally due to the ongoing 
pandemic.

Namchi, 24 May [IPR]: 
Sanitization of Son Yun-
drung Ling Bon Monas-
tery and Tashi Palding 
Monastery under Yan-
gang Sub-division  was 
conducted today. 

The sanitization pro-
cess was undertaken in the 
guidance of SDM (Yangang) 
Sujata Subba accompanied 
by police personnel. 

Sanitization of the 
Mess Hall, Kitchen, Com-
mon Toilets, and prayer 
rooms of both the mon-
asteries was done by TB 
Chettri, Quick Response 

Team from the office of 
SDM (Yangang) 

The team informed 
regarding the upcoming 
Saga Dawa celebration 
which is to be a moder-
ate and restrained affair 
due to the second surge 
of COVID-19. 

They also updated 
about COVID-19 appro-
priate behaviour  and 
other Standard Operat-
ing Procedures issued 
by the State Government 
which needs to be fol-
lowed by the institutions 
to combat the disease.

sputnik v production launched in india

Probe Gautam Gambhir, others buying 
Covid supplies in bulk: Delhi High Court

Pfizer, Moderna won't sell shots 
to us they said: Arvind Kejriwal

New Delhi, 24 May 
[NDTV]: US pharmaceuti-
cal giants Pfizer and Mod-
erna have made it clear 
they won't sell vaccines 
directly to Delhi, Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal 
said today, stressing that 
vaccine manufacturers 
have underlined "they 
will deal with the central 
government". Vaccine 
rollout for the 18-44 age 
group was paused on Sat-
urday in Delhi due to the 
shortage of doses.

"We've spoken to 
Pfizer and Moderna for 
vaccines, and both the 
manufacturers have re-
fused to sell vaccines 
directly to us. They have 
said they will deal with 
the central government. 
We appeal to the centre 
to import vaccines and 
distribute to the states," 
Mr Kejriwal told report-
ers this afternoon.

His statement comes 
a day after Punjab said 
Moderna has refused 
to sell vaccines to the 
state directly. The Am-
arinder Singh govern-
ment had reached out 
to all such manufactur-
ers, according to offi-
cials, looking for direct 
purchases.

Arvind Kejriwal on 
Saturday wrote to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
seeking an increase in 
the supply of doses. "Ev-
ery month, Delhi needs 
80 lakh doses but it re-

ceived only 16 lakh dos-
es in May. For June, our 
share has been reduced 
further to eight lakh dos-
es," he said.

In his letter, Mr Kejri-
wal also gave four sug-
gestions to the Prime 
Minister on speeding 
vaccine drive. "The cen-
tre should speak to inter-
national vaccine manu-
facturers, buy from them 
and distribute to states. 
States and union terri-
tories are fighting with 
each other," he said.

International vaccine 
manufacturers should 
be given permission to 
manufacture in India, he 
added, and he also in-
sisted that the countries 
that have stocked more 
vaccines than they need 
should send excess doses 
to India.

"All vaccine makers 
in India, within 24 hours, 
should be ordered to 
manufacture Bharat Bio-
tech's Covaxin to ramp 
up stocks," he appealed 
to the centre.

Lockdown in Delhi 
was extended for the 
sixth straight week on 
Sunday even as the city 
saw positivity rate drop-
ping to less than 2.5 
per cent. The national 
capital, which witnessed 
hospitals buckling under 
the pressure of India's 
second Covid wave in 
the last few weeks, saw 
1,649 new cases. 

New Delhi, 24 May 
[PTI]: The Russian Di-
rect Investment Fund 
(RDIF) and Indian drug 
firm Panacea Biotec on 
Monday announced the 
launch of production of 
the Sputnik V coronavi-
rus vaccine in India.

The first batch of the 
COVID-19 vaccine pro-
duced at Panacea Bio-
tec's facilities at Baddi in 
Himachal Pradesh will be 
shipped to the Russia''s 
Gamaleya Center for 
quality control.

Full-scale production 
of the vaccine is expect-
ed to start this summer, 
RDIF and Panacea Biotec 
said in a joint statement.

As announced in 
April, RDIF and Panacea 
have agreed to produce 
100 million doses per 
year of Sputnik V, it add-
ed.

"Launch of produc-
tion in India in partner-
ship with Panacea Biotec 
marks an important step 
in helping the country 
fight the pandemic," 

RDIF chief executive 
Kirill Dmitriev said.

The production of 
Sputnik V supports ef-
forts of India's authori-
ties to leave behind the 
acute phase of corona-
virus as soon as pos-
sible while the vaccine 
will also be exported 
at a later stage to help 
prevent the spread of 
the virus in other coun-
tries around the world, 
he added.

On the development, 
Panacea Biotec MD 

Rajesh Jain said, "This 
marks a significant step 
as we initiate production 
of Sputnik V. Together 
with RDIF, we hope to 
help bring a sense of 
normalcy back to people 
across the country and 
around the world."

Sputnik V was reg-
istered in India under 
the emergency use au-
thorisation procedure on 
April 12, 2021, and vacci-
nation against coronavi-
rus with the Russian vac-
cine started on May 14.

New Delhi, 24 May [PTI]: The Delhi 
High court on Monday directed the 
drug controller to inquire into the issue 
of politicians buying COVID-19 drugs in 
bulk amid shortages and observed that 
while BJP MP Gautam Gambhir must 
have been distributing the medicines 
to the best of his intention, the gesture 
unintentionally did a disservice.

The high court also directed the 
Drug Controller of Delhi government 
to conduct a similar inquiry into the 
allegations of procuring and hoard-
ing medical oxygen made against AAP 
MLAs Priti Tomar and Praveen Kumar 
and file a status report.

A bench of Justices Vipin Sanghi and 
Jasmeet Singh said the Drug Control-
ler shall examine how it is possible for 
someone to procure over 2,000 strips 
of a medicine, Fabiflu here, which is al-
ready in shortage and how the chemist 
was able to entertain such a prescrip-
tion. "Mr Gautam Gambhir must have 
done it with best of intentions. We are 
not doubting his intentions. He has 
been a national player of our country. 
Our question is whether it is a respon-
sible behaviour when you the medicine 
is in short supply.

"We are not doubting his intentions 
but the way he has gone about it, he 
has actually done a disservice, uninten-
tionally may be. This was not the way 
that you buy from the market so many 
strips, certainly not," the bench said.

The high court was hearing a PIL 
seeking lodging of an FIR on the al-
legations that politicians are able to 
procure in huge quantity and distribute 
COVID-19 medicines even as patients 
were running from pillar to post to get 

them. An application was also filed in 
the pending petition making allega-
tions MLAs Tomar and Kumar.

The bench perused the status report 
of Delhi Police which said that Gambhir 
had purchased 2,628 strips of Fabiflu, 
used for treating COVID-19 patients, on 
the prescription of Dr Manish of Sanjay 
Garg Hospital and while 2,343 strips 
were distributed to patients, remain-
ing 285 strips were deposited with 
Delhi government''s Director General of 
Health Services for distribution, in view 
of court''s earlier order.

"The aspect which needs to be ex-
amined is how such a large quantity of 
Fabiflu was authorized to be purchased 
in retail as the medicine was in grave 
short supply at the relevant time. We 
can take judicial notice of this fact as 
we have been hearing this matter for a 
considerable time now. "It also needs 
examination as to how these medicines 
were distributed to several patients 
or attendants by Dr Manish of Sanjay 
Garg hospital," the bench said, noting 
that the payment for the medicines was 
made through cricketer-turned politi-
cian Mr Gambhir's foundation.

The court noted that through the 
supporting documents have not been 
filed by the police, the concerned DCP 
stated they have collected them during 
the enquiry. "We would like you (Drug 
Controller) to tell us what enquiry you 
have done. Here there is a very clear 
case made out. Tell us under what pro-
visions action is required to be taken 
and against whom. All this has to be 
done by the Drug Controller and not 
by the Delhi Police, as per the Supreme 
Court's order," the bench said.  
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if they like something in 
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except when 
against people responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be ignored. 
Letters which carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  Mail us at: 
news@summittimes.com

Working Together to 
Make Things Work
What crisis brings together, 

"normal" times should reinforce

IThis is a theme that this section returns to of-
ten and brings up yet again today – the need for 

the Sikkimese to get together more spontaneously 
and strike more instinctive collaborations and not 
just unite in complaints.

Writing in 1958, political scientist and influen-
tial thinker, Edward Banfield, announced what his 
research showed as the reason for backwardness 
– communities which cannot work together. In his 
seminal work, “The Moral Basis of a Backward So-
ciety”, he studied the reasons behind underdevel-
opment in a village in the southern tip of Italy. His 
conclusion: “The extreme poverty and backward-
ness is to be explained largely by the inability of 
villagers to act together for their common good.” 

His work was followed up thirty-five years later 
by a Harvard professor who returned to the same 
theme and village in 1993. In his book, “Making 
Democracy Work: Civic Traditions in Modern Ita-
ly”, he concluded that local governments work in 
northern Italy and fail in southern Italy because 
northern Italians are more likely to get involved 
in neighbourhood activities – singing groups, foot-
ball clubs, cooperatives and networks of small en-
trepreneurs, while the southern Italians remain 
aloof and thus backward. Both tips of Italy were 
governed by the same Central government and 
the same policies, and yet, while one region pro-
gressed, the other refused to develop. 

These were academic exercises and thus un-
likely to have been tinged by parochialism which 
can contaminate less disciplined analyses. It also 
makes obvious sense. Measure Sikkim against this 
theory and the worries become apparent. The 
State literally spoon-feeds the populace, and is not 
only the main provider but also the main consum-
er of everything from human resource to supplies. 
From education to books to roofs to business to 
employment, just about everything is serviced by 
the State and yet the economy is neither vibrant 
nor the development universally palpable. Can 
one fault the government for this? There will be 
those who say that corruption holds development 
back. Corruption can be a hindrance, but not even 
corruption can hold the collective will of the peo-
ple back if it is development that they want and 
are willing to power. It has to be the community 
participation, rather, the lack of it, that holds Sik-
kim back.

Accept it, the Sikkimese, as a people and even 
as smaller communities, rarely form excited im-
promptu clubs or groups. There are many NGOs 
and clubs, but most are either family affairs or a 
collection of friends. Community participation has 
to involve a wider circle. That does not happen 
enough in Sikkim. Only in the very rare flashes do 
people volunteer into community initiatives, but 
this is one process which the State cannot spon-
sor and has to ripple from bottom up and not top 
down. Unfortunately, collective participation re-
mains uninspired and largely uninvolved in Sik-
kim. State patronage can support developmental 
and community instincts of the people, but it can-
not create it. And these instincts get honed with a 
community’s efforts towards and success in work-
ing together, celebrating together and learning to-
gether, leading to a situation where they develop 
because of and along with each other. This obvi-
ously begins with participation. Now that appears 
to still be in short supply.

Women negotiators in Afghan/Taliban 
peace talks could spur global change

supermoon! red blood lunar eclipse! it’s all 
happening at once, but what does that mean?

VRINDA NARAIN
theconversation.com

Women, as much as any other demographic in 
Afghanistan, have a pressing interest in en-

suring a just and sustainable peace in their country 
after fighting hard for their rights for the past 20 
years.

And yet there are just four female government 
negotiators representing women’s interests in-
volved in the current peace talks taking place in 
Doha, Qatar between the Taliban and the Afghani-
stan government and in upcoming talks in Istanbul.

This illustrates a brazen disregard for the rights 
of women and marginalized communities, espe-
cially since the Taliban and its various satellite fac-
tions are routinely carrying out targeted killings 
of women, political opponents and minorities, ac-
cording to a recent United Nations report.

The UN says in the first three months of this 
year, there were 573 civilians killed and 1,210 
wounded in armed conflict in Afghanistan, mark-
ing a 29 per cent increase over the same period in 
2020.

Taliban ideology remains brutally misogynis-
tic. The Taliban refuses to concede the humanity 
of those with whom they disagree. As they unleash 
a campaign of violence and terror, constitutional 
rights are threatened and undermined on a daily 
basis, and the hard-won gains Afghan women have 
made over the past two decades are in danger of 
being lost.

Yet women have remained fearless in their 
defence of these gains. They are at the negotiat-
ing table in Doha, and they’ll soon be in Istanbul, 
insisting on being included and heard. Women’s 
rights advocates in Afghanistan are determined 
to preserve their constitutional rights and status 
as guaranteed by the current constitution, which 
came into force in 2004.

CONSTITUTIONS ARE KEY
Constitutions are fundamentally important and 

play a significant role in processes of change. They 
set out how power is distributed, and its limits. The 
recognition of women’s rights and interests at the 
constitutional level therefore carries great weight. 
It gives women a position from which to challenge 
power hierarchies and to reshape institutional 
structures in a more inclusive manner for women 
and other marginalized groups.

While much attention is paid to the guarantees 
of rights in constitutions, equally important are 
provisions that set out the structure of state insti-
tutions that ensure women’s political participation 
and representation.

It’s therefore been critical that the post-conflict 
peace process has included women. Beyond the 
obvious benefits of the participation of all citizens 
in the peace process and constitution-making, the 
impact the war has had on women and their fami-
lies in particular makes their participation integral.

Women Living Under Muslim Laws, a global 
feminist research network for gender equality, 
has been organizing in support of Afghan women’s 
demands throughout the peace process via a cam-
paign called No Peace Without Women’s Rights in 
Afghanistan.

This campaign engages global solidarity net-
works to support Afghan civil society leaders, to 
elevate Afghan women’s voices, to bridge formal 
and grassroots peace efforts and to prevent the 
targeted attacks and killings of Afghan women.

CRITICAL JUNCTURE
The peace process in Afghanistan is at a criti-

cal juncture. At the end of April 2021, the govern-
ments of the United States, Russia, China and Paki-
stan met with the negotiating team of the Afghan 
government and the Taliban in Doha to support 
intra-Afghan negotiations.

The U.S. is eager to leave Afghanistan, with 
American troops already beginning to pull out and 
military bases closing. The Taliban has seized upon 
this moment to dictate the terms of the negotia-
tions, the boundaries of the peace process and fu-

ture arrangements.
Demonstrating their power, the Taliban has 

been reluctant to participate in the upcoming Is-
tanbul talks, first dropping out until recently agree-
ing to attend. Recent events in Afghanistan, notably 
the bombing of a school and a mosque during the 
Eid ceasefire by extremist groups, including ISIS, 
have provided the impetus for the Taliban to reas-
sert its position as the legitimate victor in the war 
with the U.S. and return to the negotiation table.

The Sept. 11, 2021 deadline for an uncondi-
tional, full U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan has 
caused fear and apprehension, especially among 
women’s rights advocates. Together with human 
rights advocates, the Women Living Under Muslim 
Laws Network is concerned that in the political 
bargaining process between the exiting U.S. and 
the Taliban, women’s interests will be sacrificed. 
There is a very real fear that gains made in areas 
of women’s education, employment and political 
participation will be rolled back.

That must not happen. Without women’s in-
clusion and meaningful participation, any peace 
agreement will lack legitimacy.

The international community’s emphasis on 
safeguarding the role of legitimate government 
and Afghanistan’s constitution is crucial. Ensuring 
basic rights for all Afghan citizens is critical to de-
veloping trust in dialogue and fostering a concilia-
tory environment for peace talks.

Women’s rights advocates remain hopeful that 
the international community will continue to sup-
port human rights, gender equality and democratic 
governance. Afghanistan deserves a sustainable 
peace premised on respect for the human rights 
of all its citizens, regardless of religion, gender or 
ethnicity. Peace in Afghanistan and the inclusion of 
women will resonate across the region and around 
the world.

[the writer is Associate Professor, Faculty of 
Law, Centre for Human Rights and Legal Pluralism; 
Max Bell School of Public Policy, McGill University]

SHANNoN SCHMoLL
theconversation.com

The first lunar eclipse of 2021 is 
going to happen during the early 

hours of May 26. But this is going to 
be an especially super lunar 
event, as it will be a super-
moon, a lunar eclipse and a 
red blood moon all at once. So 
what does this all mean?

WHAT’S A SUPER MOON?
A supermoon occurs when 

a full or new moon coincides 
with the Moon’s closest ap-
proach to the Earth.

The Moon’s orbit around 
Earth is not perfectly circu-
lar. This means the Moon’s 
distance from Earth varies 
as it goes around the planet. 
The closest point in the orbit, 
called the perigee, is roughly 
28,000 miles closer to Earth 
than the farthest point of the 
orbit. A full moon that happens near 
the perigee is called a supermoon.

So why is it super? The relatively 
close proximity of the Moon makes it 
seem a little bit bigger and brighter than 
usual, though the difference between a 
supermoon and a normal moon is usu-
ally hard to notice unless you’re looking 
at two pictures side by side.

HOW DOES A LUNAR ECLIPSE 
WORK?

A lunar eclipse happens when the 
Earth’s shadow covers all or part of 
the Moon. This can only happen dur-
ing a full moon, so first, it helps to 
understand what makes a full moon.

Like the Earth, half of the Moon 

is illuminated by the sun at any one 
time. A full moon happens when the 
Moon and the Sun are on opposite 
sides of the Earth. This allows you see 
the entire lit-up side, which looks like 
a round disc in the night sky.

If the Moon had a totally flat or-
bit, every full moon would be a lunar 
eclipse. But the Moon’s orbit is tilted 
by about 5 degrees relative to Earth’s 
orbit. So, most of the time a full moon 

ends up a little above or below the 
shadow cast by the Earth.

But twice in each lunar orbit, the 
Moon is on the same horizontal plane 
as both the Earth and Sun. If this 
corresponds to a full moon, the Sun, 

the Earth and the Moon will form a 
straight line and the Moon will pass 
through the Earth’s shadow. This re-
sults in a total lunar eclipse.

To see a lunar eclipse, you need to 
be on the night side of the Earth while 
the Moon passes through the shadow. 
The best place to see the eclipse on 
May 26, 2021, will be the middle of the 
Pacific Ocean, Australia, the East Coast 
of Asia and the West Coast of the Amer-

icas. It will be visible on the eastern 
half of the U.S., but only the very earli-
est stages before the Moon sets.

WHY DOES THE MOON LOOK 
RED?

When the Moon is completely 
covered by Earth’s shadow it will 
darken, but doesn’t go completely 
black. Instead, it takes on a red 
color, which is why total lunar 
eclipses are sometimes called red 
or blood moons.

Sunlight contains all colors of 
visible light. The particles of gas 
that make up Earth’s atmosphere 
are more likely to scatter blue 
wavelengths of light while redder 
wavelengths pass through. This is 
called Rayleigh scattering, and it’s 
why the sky is blue and sunrises 
and sunsets are often red.

In the case of a lunar eclipse, 
red light can pass through the 
Earth’s atmosphere and is refract-
ed – or bent – toward the Moon, 

while blue light is filtered out. This 
leaves the moon with a pale reddish 
hue during an eclipse.

Hopefully you will be able to go 
see this super lunar eclipse. When 
you do, now you will know exactly 
what makes for such a special sight.

[the writer is Director, Abrams 
Planetarium, Department 
of Physics and Astronomy, 

Michigan State University]
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'Yaas' intensifies into cyclonic storm, likely 

to cross odisha-bengal coasts on May 26
Bhubaneswar/Kolka-
ta, May 24 (PTI): A deep 
depression over the Bay 
of Bengal has intensified 
into cyclonic storm 'Yaas' 
and is likely to cross the 
Odisha-West Bengal 
coasts on May 26 after 
turning into a very se-
vere cyclonic storm, the 
MeT Department said on 
Monday.

'Yaas' is likely to cross 
the Odisha-West Bengal 
coasts between Paradip 
and Sagar Islands around 
noon on May 26 as a very 
severe cyclonic storm 
with wind speeds of 
155-165 kmph, Kolkata's 
Regional Meteorological 
Centre Deputy Director 
Sanjib Bandopadhyay 
said.

The system lays 540 
km south-southeast of 
Paradip in Odisha and 
630 km south-southeast 
of Digha in West Bengal 
on Monday morning and 
is very likely to move 
north-northwestwards 
and intensify into a se-
vere cyclonic storm by 
Tuesday and into a very 
severe cyclonic storm by 
Wednesday morning, the 
MeT Department said.

The West Bengal 
government has opened 
control rooms at state 
secretariat Nabanna to 
monitor the cyclone and 
its fallout, an official said.

The coastal districts 
of Purba and Paschim 
Medinipur, South and 
North 24 Parganas, along 
with Howrah and Hoogh-
ly will experience light to 

moderate rainfall in most 
places with heavy to very 
heavy downpour at one 
or two places from May 
25 owing to the system, 
the weatherman said.

On May 26, the 
spread and intensity of 
rain will increase with 
the possibility of ex-
tremely heavy rainfall in 
Jhargram, Purba and Pas-
chim Medinipur, North 
and South 24 Parganas, 
Howrah, Hooghly and 
Kolkata, according to the 
MeT Department.

Meanwhile, the Odi-
sha government on Mon-
day relaxed the corona-
virus-induced lockdown 
and allowed shops to re-
main open in 10 coastal 
districts from 7 am to 

1 pm on May 24 and 25 
so that people get more 
time to buy essential 
items before the impact 
of the cyclone.

The shops were ear-
lier allowed to remain 
open between 7 am and 
11 am on weekdays due 
to the lockdown.

The Odisha govern-
ment has deployed rescue 
teams and is chalking out 
plans to evacuate people 
from vulnerable areas, a 
senior official said.

The state government 
has deployed National 
Disaster Response Force 
(NDRF), Odisha Disas-
ter Rapid Action Force 
(ODRAF) and Fire Ser-
vices personnel antici-
pating maximum impact 

in Balasore and Bhadrak 
districts, Special Relief 
Commissioner (SRC) P K 
Jena said.

IMD Director General 
Dr Mrutunjay Mohapa-
tra, better known as the 
'Cyclone Man of India', 
said, "Four coastal dis-
tricts of Odisha -- Balaso-
re, Bhadrak, Kendrapara 
and Jagatsinghpur -- are 
likely to be most impact-
ed by the cyclonic storm."

Mohapatra said that 
apart from wind blowing 
at 120-165 kmph veloc-
ity, Odisha will also expe-
rience heavy rain.

Jena said residents of 
low-lying areas will be 
evacuated to safer places 
and the district adminis-
trations have been asked 

to be prepared for a large-
scale evacuation of people.

The SRC, who personal-
ly supervised preparedness 
in Balasore and Bhadrak 
districts, instructed author-
ities to take more buildings 
into possession to maintain 
social distancing among 
evacuees.

He said 22 teams of 
NDRF, 60 ODRAF teams 
and Fire and Forest offi-
cials have been deployed 
in vulnerable areas.

NDRF Director Gen-
eral S N Pradhan said, 
"We already have 22 
NDRF teams in Odisha 
and 10 more are being 
airlifted from other parts 
of the country as per the 
requisition made by the 
Odisha government.

Andamans reports 24 new COVID-19 cases, 2 more deaths
Assam reports 3,563 new 

COVID cases, 72 more deaths

Bihar reports 107 COVID-19 
fatalities, 4,002 fresh cases

Centre approves 2 PSA oxygen 
plant in Arunachal Pradesh

Jr docs stopped from meeting 
CM Adityanath in Jhansi

Lockdown extended 
till June 1 in Bihar

Port Blair, May 24 
(PTI): Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands COV-
ID-19 tally rose to 6,844 
as 24 more people tested 
positive for the virus 
while two new fatalities 
pushed the death toll in 
the union territory to 
103, a health department 
official said on Monday.

All the new cases 
were detected during 
contact tracing, he said.

The archipelago now 
has 268 active COVID-19 
cases of which 260 are in 
South Andaman district 

and eight in North and 
Middle Andaman district, 
the official said.

Thirty-two people 
were cured of the disease 
during the period, tak-
ing the total number of 
recoveries in the archi-
pelago to 6,473.

The administration 
has so far tested 3,83,265 
samples for COVID-19 
and the test positivity 
rate is 1.79 per cent.

The official said a to-
tal of 1,20,801 beneficia-
ries have been inoculated 
in the union territory so 

far. A lockdown has been 
imposed in the South 
Andaman district which 
has reported the maxi-
mum number of cases 
from Monday till May 31 
to break the chain of the 
coronavirus infection. All 
shops selling essential 
items will remain open 
between 6 am and 8 am 
daily during the period.

All passengers arriv-
ing by flight or ship have 
to mandatorily undergo a 
Rapid Antigen Test (RAT) 
before they are allowed 
entry into the islands.

Patna, May 23 (PTI): The 
COVID-19 situation con-
tinued to be grim in Bihar 
on Sunday as improve-
ments in rates of infec-
tion and recovery not-
withstanding, over 100 
fatalities were reported 
and the death toll surged 
past the 4,500-mark.

According to the 
health department, 
107 more patients suc-
cumbed to the dreaded 
virus and the toll stands 
at 4,549.

The state logged 
4,002 fresh cases, push-
ing the tally to 6.89 lakh.

Bihar now has 40,691 
active cases, a sharp drop 
since a few weeks ago 
when it was in excess of 
one lakh, while 6.44 lakh 
people have recovered 
from the virus so far.

Recovery rate has 
also improved to 93.44 
per cent, far above the 
national average, the de-
partment said.

The state has 
achieved some success 
in bringing down the 
number of people get-
ting infected by adopting 
restrictive measures like 
the complete lockdown, 

which came into force on 
May 5 and will remain 
effective till Tuesday, un-
less extended by the gov-
ernment.

The Nitish Kumar 
government has also 
taken a grim view of the 
reports of black fungus 
infections in COVID sur-
vivors, which have be-
come endemic in states 
like Gujarat, Maharashtra 
and Andhra Pradesh and 
a few instances of which 
have also come up in Bi-
har.

On Saturday, the state 
government notified 
black fungus under the 
Epidemic Diseases Act 
with instructions to civil 
surgeons of all the 40 

districts that they sub-
mit daily reports of mu-
cormycosis infections in 
their respective areas of 
jurisdiction.

On the vaccination 
front, 1.24 lakh people 
took the jabs during the 
day, raising the total 
number of beneficiaries 
to 97.97 lakh. These in-
clude 12.20 lakh people 
in the age group of 18-44 
years.

State Health Minister 
Mangal Pandey tweeted 
a newspaper report that 
showed that Bihar stood 
second only to Rajasthan 
in terms of the number 
of people in 18-44 years 
age group who have been 
vaccinated.

Itanagar, May 24 
(PTI): The Union Health 
and Family Welfare Min-
istry has approved the 
setting up of two pres-
sure swing adsorption 
(PSA) oxygen plants in 
Arunachal Pradesh.

The plants would be 
set by DRDO at Tomo 
Riba Institute of Health 
and Medical Sciences 
(TRIHMS) at Naharlagun 
near here, and Tenga in 
West Kameng district, 
under PM Cares Fund, 
official sources said here 
on Monday.

"In a big boost to 
Arunachal's fight against 
#CoronaPandemic, @
MoHFW_INDIA has ap-
proved for setting up 
of PSA oxygen plants at 
TRIHMS, Naharlagun & 
Tenga in West Kameng 
district to be setup by @
DRDO_India under #PM-
CaresFund. This will help 

augment oxygen supply 
for covid patients," Chief 
Minister Pema Khandu 
tweeted.

The northeastern 
state on Saturday re-
ceived a consignment 
of 150 oxygen concen-
trators from the World 
Health Organisation 
(WHO) with capacity up 
to 8 litres per minute.

State Health and 
Family Welfare Minister 
Alo Libang received the 
consignment in presence 
of Principal Secretary 
(Health) Dr Sharat Chau-
han and other officers of 
the department.

"The @WHO is sup-
porting India in filling 
critical gaps in the avail-
ability of Oxygen. To help 
Arunachal deal with the 
#CoronaPandemic, the 
WHO provided 150 oxy-
gen concentrators for 
the State, which was re-

ceived by Health Minis-
ter @libang_alo," Khandu 
said in another tweet.

Libang informed that 
portable oxygen concen-
trators would be distrib-
uted to remote hospitals 
of various districts in the 
state.

"More oxygen gen-
erator plants are to be 
established in various 
district and state capi-
tal under PM-Cares fund 
and also with the help of 
other NGOs," Libang said, 
adding, the state govern-
ment is taking all steps to 
ensure adequate oxygen 
supply in the state.

"We are preparing 
ourselves to fight the vi-
rus. We have now more 
than 300 oxygen beds 
and we plan to have 500 
at the Dedicated Covid 
Hospital (DCH) Chimpu 
besides more ICU beds," 
the minister added.

Jhansi, May 23 (PTI): 
Some junior doctors of 
a college were stopped 
from meeting Uttar 
Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath during 
a review meeting here 
on Sunday, with senior 
officials saying this was 
done to ensure there was 
no disruption during the 
meet.

The doctors were 
from the Jhansi Medical 
College and they wanted 
to submit to the chief 
minister a memoran-
dum which included that 
the institute's central li-
brary be kept open for 24 
hours, sources said.

The junior doctors, 
who wanted to submit 
the memorandum, had 
no earlier plans of meet-
ing the CM, Jhansi Dis-
trict Magistrate (DM) An-
dra Vamsi said

The official added 

that the action was taken 
so that there was no dis-
ruption in the chief min-
ister's programme.

Vamsi added that 
none of the junior doc-
tors were arrested.

President of the Ju-
nior Doctors' Association 
of Medical College Jhansi 
Dr Hardeep was going 
along with some of his 
colleagues to hand over 
a three-point memoran-
dum to the chief minister 
when they were stopped, 
the sources said.

In their memoran-
dum, they had demanded 
that the college's central 
library be open for 24 
hours, adequate medi-
cines be made available 
and administrative of-
ficials behave with them 
decently, they said.

Subsequently, a meet-
ing was held between the 
DM and the principal of 

the medical college along 
with the junior doctors. 
The doctors were as-
sured that their prob-
lems will be resolved 
soon.

Reacting to the inci-
dent in Jhansi, Congress 
general secretary Pri-
yanka Gandhi Vadra in a 
Facebook post said, "The 
model of the UP govern-
ment is to remain absent 
when needed, and in-
dulge in false publicity, 
but arrest those who are 
in service of the public.

Police arrested some 
resident doctors, as they 
had gone to present their 
three demands before 
the chief minister," she 
said.

Priyanka Gandhi 
asked are these demands 
wrong?

The chief minister 
should have listened to 
their demands, she said.

Patna, May 24 (PTI): 
The Nitish Kumar gov-
ernment in Bihar on 
Monday extended till 
June 01 the COVID-in-
duced lockdown that has 
been in force for nearly a 
month and was to be ef-
fective till Tuesday.

An announcement to 
this effect was made by 
the Chief Minister on his 
official twitter handle.

"The lockdown has 
had a good impact and 
there has been a decline 
in the corona contagion. 
Hence, a decision has 
been taken to continue 
with the lockdown till 
June 01", Kumar tweet-
ed after chairing a high 
level meeting convened 
to review the pandemic 
situation in the state, 
which was attended by 
members of his cabinet 
and top officials.  Lock-
down was first clamped 
with effect from May 5, 
till May 10, after the state 
was rattled by an unprec-
edented spurt in COVID 
19 cases and fatalities.

It was subsequently 
extended till May 25. 
The restrictions include 

suspension of almost all 
business activities. Shops 
dealing in essential items 
have been allowed to do 
business for four hours 
FROM 6 am to 10 am in 
the morning.

Strict measures are 
being taken, including 
police crackdown, to pre-
vent people from flouting 
the rules and those found 
to be flagrantly violating 
these are being booked 
under the Disaster Man-
agement Act and the Epi-
demics Act.

Besides, ministers 
have been rebuked while 
an official notification for 
touring their constituen-
cies to supervise devel-
opment works and told 
that such acts could have 
a detrimental effect on 
adherence to the restric-
tions by common people.

More than four lakh 
people have been in-
fected and over 2,000 
have lost their lives since 
April, when the devas-
tating second wave hit 
the state. Bihar has lost 
many of its luminaries 
from all walks of life dur-
ing the period.

Guwahati, May 23 (PTI): 
Assam reported 3,563 
new COVID-19 cases 
on Sunday and 72 more 
deaths, as per official data. 
There are 51,764 active 
cases in the state at pres-
ent, according to the bulle-
tin of the National Health 
Mission. Assam has so far 
reported 3,69,183 cases 
and 2,739 deaths.

Kamrup Metro re-
ported the highest of 11 
deaths, followed by eight 
in Dibrugarh and six each 
in Golaghat, Jorhat and 
Kamrup Rural. The num-

ber of COVID-positive 
patients who died due to 
other reasons is 1,347.

Kamrup Metro re-
ported 624 new cases, 
408 cases were detected 
in Dibrugarh, 310 in Tin-
sukia and 249 in Cachar.

The new cases were 
detected out of 62,722 
tests conducted with the 
daily positivity rate being 
at 5.68 per cent.

The number of recov-
ered patients discharged 
during the day is 5,785 
and the total number of 
recoveries is 3,13,353. 
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AC Milan and Juventus take final 
2 Champions League places

Afghanistan 
looking to 
host Pakistan 
in UAE
Karachi, May 24 (PTI): 
The Afghanistan Cricket 
Board is keen to host 
Pakistan for a white ball 
series in the United Arab 
Emirates in August-Sep-
tember.

Pakistan and Afghani-
stan have met frequently 
in ICC and Asian Cricket 
Council events but have 
never played a bilateral 
series at the senior level 
although Afghanistan 
has sent its team to Paki-
stan several times to play 
against the A sides.

A source in the Paki-
stan board said that the 
two boards had opened 
talks on the planned se-
ries which would include 
three One-day Interna-
tionals and three T20 
matches in Abu Dhabi or 
Dubai. "The Afghanistan 
board is keen to have the 
series before the World 
T20 Cup which is in Octo-
ber, the source said.

Pakistan's Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan had also 
asked the PCB to arrange 
a bilateral series with Af-
ghanistan when senior 
Afghan players including 
Muhammad Nabi had met 
him in January this year.

The Afghan play-
ers had requested the 
Pakistani premier to 
do something and start 
proper bilateral series 
between the two coun-
tries at the senior level.

The source said that 
the PCB was looking at 
the option of playing the 
series when the team re-
turns from West Indies 
in August. "The plan is 
for the Pakistan team to 
stop over in UAE and play 
the series in August as the 
Indian cricket board is also 
likely to host the remaining 
matches of its unfinished 
Indian Premier League 
in the UAE sometime in 
September-October. 

After league title, 
Simeone hopes to 

keep Atltico growing

liverpool, chelsea squeeze out leicester to clinch cl spots
Liverpool, May 24 (AP): Even 
though the Premier League finale 
produced oscillating fortunes 
in the chase for the Champions 
League, a chaotic season ended 
fairly predictably.

Liverpool and Chelsea on 
Sunday squeezed out Leicester 
to secure top-four finishes that 
seemed out of reach at times in a 
pandemic-compressed season that 
stretched squads to the limit.

Chelsea could even afford to 
lose 2-1 at Aston Villa and still take 
fourth after Leicester was beaten 
4-2 by Tottenham.

"There are no celebrations now 
around the dressing room," Chel-
sea manager Thomas Tuchel said.

"It's a big relief."
Jumping into third was a tri-

umph reflecting Liverpool's re-
adjusted targets in a season of 
struggles and injuries after sur-
rendering the trophy to Manches-
ter City, while Manchester United 
was runner-up.

"From nowhere to the Cham-
pions League in five weeks that's 
a massive achievement," Liverpool 
manager J rgenKlopp said after Sa-
dio Mane's goals clinched a 2-0 vic-
tory over Crystal Palace.

"I'm really happy for the Cham-
pions League they don't have to 
play without us."

That sentiment wasn't evident 
a month ago when Liverpool and 
the rest of the eventual top-four 
finishers were part of a hastily 
abandoned bid to split from the 
UEFA competition to launch a 
breakaway Super League.

Of the two other English reb-
els who tried to kill off the Cham-
pions League, Arsenal missed out 
on qualifying for Europe com-
pletely with a second successive 

eighth-place finish despite beating 
Brighton 2-0 and Tottenham will 
have to settle with contesting the 
new third-tier Europa Conference 
League after taking seventh.

It was just the type of wild 
climax to a domestic season that 
would have ended with a Super 
League locking in permanent plac-
es for 15 clubs, including the six 
from England, without the need 
for annual qualification.

Leicester, which wasn't invited 
to join the breakaway, spent more 
days in the top four than any other 
team before dropping out after los-
ing to Chelsea in the penultimate 
round. Ultimately those 242 days 
counted for nothing after surren-
dering the lead to Tottenham when 
a victory would have dislodged 
Chelsea.

"We are lucky Tottenham did 
the job for us," Tuchel said.

It was an agonizing conclusion 
for Leicester, which also missed 
out on breaking up the established 
elite last season on the final day. 
At least Europa League-bound 
Leicester got to parade a trophy on 

the pitch after winning its first FA 
Cup last weekend.

CITY CELEBRATES
The day's biggest celebrations 

were in Manchester where City 
received the Premier League tro-
phy for the fifth time in 10 seasons 
after signing off in style with a 5-0 
win over Everton. The title was 
won by a 12-point margin that 
seemed unthinkable in December 
when Pep Guardiola's side fell five 
points from the top. A treble will 
be completed on Saturday if City 
beats Chelsea in the Champions 
League final.

Fittingly, Sergio Ag ero scored 
twice as a substitute after the 
striker came off the bench for his 
farewell at the Etihad Stadium af-
ter netting the goal that clinched 
the first of those titles in 2012. The 
Argentine's sendoff came in front 
of the first crowd allowed into the 
stadium since the start of the pan-
demic in March 2020 as 10,000 
were welcomed back.

It is a sign of the success of the 
Premier League's coronavirus pro-
tection measures and the govern-

ment's vaccination program that 
turnstiles could be unlocked for 
the first time in 2021 to allow ev-
ery stadium to have up to 10,000 
fans for the final two rounds more 
than any other major European 
league this year. Jabs were even 
being administered in a National 
Health Service bus in an Anfield 
parking area on Sunday.

RACISM
A season marked by players 

taking a knee before kickoff in an 
anti-racism gesture ended with a 
reminder of the pernicious aspects 
of fandom. A Wolverhampton Wan-
derers supporter was arrested for 
directing a racist gesture at former 
Manchester United defender Rio 
Ferdinand, who was working as a 
TV pundit at Molineux.

"To the Wolves fan who has just 
been thrown out for doing a mon-
key chant at me," Ferdinand said 
during United's 2-1 win, "you need 
to be dismissed from football and 
educated."

FUTURES UNRESOLVED
Harry Kane netted his 23rd 

goal of the season in Tottenham's 

win at Leicester to finish as the 
league's top scorer, one ahead of 
Liverpool's Mohamed Salah. It 
could be his last goal for Totten-
ham. Winning the Premier League 
Golden Boot for a third time on 
top of a league-leading 14 assists 
leaves Kane ruing them failing to 
deliver a first team trophy in his 
career.

The offseason will feature a 
European Championship begin-
ning next month for the England 
captain and the 27-year-old strik-
er pushing for a transfer from the 
club where he has spent his entire 
career.

Gareth Bale left Tottenham in 
2013 but returned from Real Ma-
drid on loan this season and took 
his league tally to 11 with the fi-
nal two goals that sealed the win 
at Leicester. A decision has been 
made on the Welsh forward's fu-
ture but he's not saying.

"It just has to happen after the 
Euros," he said.

"I know what I'm doing but it'll 
just cause chaos if I say anything 
now. Tottenham also has to find 

a manager, with Ryan Mason only 
put in temporary charge following 
Jose Mourinho's firing last month.

Leicester manager Brendan 
Rodgers distanced himself from 
the vacancy despite the agony of 
missing out on the Champions 
League. Leicester was leading 2-1 
with about 15 minutes to go, only 
for goalkeeper Kasper Schmeichel 
to punch the ball into his own net 
before Bale's double as Rodgers' 
side poured forward in search of a 
winner knowing that Chelsea was 
losing.

Joining Leicester in the Europa 
League will be West Ham, which 
had been in contention for a top-
four finish until recently. Still, the 
3-0 victory over Southampton 
sealed sixth for the east London 
club's highest finish since 1999.

RELEGATION
The three relegation spots 

were already resolved. Fulham 
bowed out with a 2-0 loss to New-
castle, while West Bromwich lost 
3-1 at Leeds. Last-place Sheffield 
United signed out on the high of 
beating Burnley 1-0.

Madrid, May 24 (AP): 
Nothing really came to 
Diego Simeone's mind 
after his Atltico Madrid 
side finally clinched the 
Spanish league title. So 
he just started laughing.

"My first reaction 
was to start laughing," he 
said.

"It came out naturally. 
I don't know why, but I 
laughed, I just laughed."

Atltico had just rallied 
to defeat Valladolid 2-1 
and win its first league ti-
tle in seven years on Sat-
urday. It was the team's 
11th league title, and 
third since 1996, when 
Simeone still played for 
the club.

"It was a happy feel-
ing that came from in-
side," Simeone said. "We 
were able to do it again."

There was reason for 
Simeone to be relieved, 
with the triumph coming 
after a tense final stretch 
of the season in which 
the team blew a big lead 
and allowed Real Madrid, 
Barcelona and even Se-
villa to get back into the 
title race.

After the victory on 
Saturday, there would 
be no more need for late 
comebacks. No more 
need for cheering against 
opponents. No more 
need for the "one match 
at a time" mentality. But 
for Simeone it wasn't 
about being relieved. It 
was about the reassur-
ance the title brought of 
being part of a successful 
project at a club that will 
keep growing.

"In my loneliness 
before the match, I was 
remembering about the 
time when we were bid-
ding farewell to the (Vi-
cente) Calder n (Stadium 

in 2017), and people 
asked me if I was going 
to continue or not, and I 
said yes,' I said that I was 
going to stay, because 
I believed that the club 
had a future. And I wasn't 
wrong. The club has a fu-
ture."

Saturday's league 
title was the eighth tro-
phy that Simeone helped 
Atltico win since he ar-
rived in late 2011. He is 
now the club's most suc-
cessful coach, surpassing 
the seven titles Luis Ara-
gon s won with Atltico. 
Simeone's other titles 
with the club include 
two Europa Leagues, two 
European Super Cups, a 
Spanish Super Cup and a 
Copa del Rey. "The club is 
growing, and it can keep 
growing," the 51-year-
old Simeone said.

"Hopefully we can 
help it keep growing."

Simeone's contract 
ends in 2022 and club 
president Enrique Cer-
ezo made it clear on Sat-
urday that the coach will 
stay for much longer if he 
wants to.

"I think he has his 
mind set on staying," Cer-
ezo said.

"He has been with us 
for 10 years and we hope 
that he will stay with us 
for 10 more years."

For his part, Sime-
one said there's no need 
to think about his future 
after such a successful 
season.

"What is important 
is what the team and the 
club did this season, and 
that it's constantly grow-
ing," Simeone said.

Barcelona and Real 
Madrid had won all the 
league titles since 2014, 
but Atltico has been 

gradually moving closer 
to the Spanish power-
houses under Simone.

Simeone and the 
players were handed the 
league trophy in an emp-
ty Wanda Metropolitano 
Stadium on Sunday. Fans 
were not allowed in the 
stadium because of the 
coronavirus pandemic, 
but they filled some of 
the streets of Madrid as 
the team paraded across 
the Spanish capital.

The Argentine coach 
was key in helping re-
vamp the squad after the 
departures of club veter-
ans such as Diego Godin, 
Filipe Luis and Antoine 
Griezmann. He had to 
rebuild the team almost 
from scratch but made it 
a contender again in only 
two seasons with the 
likes of Luis Su rez, Jo o F 
lix and Marcos Llorente.

They were among the 
players throwing Sime-
one up in the air to cel-
ebrate at the Jos Zorrilla 
Stadium in Valladolid on 
Saturday.

Simeone said he had 
help from many people 
in keeping the players 
focused during the final 
stretch of the long cam-
paign. He said that with 
about five rounds to go 
he gathered workers at 
the club and asked them 
to greet the players dif-
ferently every morning.

"I told them that in-
stead of saying good 
morning,' they had to 
greet the players by say-
ing we are going to be 
champions,'" Simeone 
said. "And that was how 
the players were greeted 
every day." "We were 
lucky," Simeone said, 
with a smile, "We could 
reach our goal.".

Milan, May 24 (AP): Sev-
en-time European cham-
pion AC Milan is back in 
the Champions League 
after an eight-year break. 
And Juventus also nar-
rowly qualified on the 
final night of Serie A.

Two penalties from 
Franck Kessie on Sunday 
helped Milan to a 2-0 win 
at Atalanta, which had al-
ready claimed a top-four 
spot along with Serie A 
champion Inter Milan.

Juventus won 4-1 at 
Bologna with two goals 
from Alvaro Morata plus 
scores from Federico 
Chiesa and AdrienRabiot.

Still, Juventus needed 
help and got it when Hel-
las Verona held Napoli to 
a 1-1 draw, leaving Na-
poli in fifth place.

Amir Rrahmani had 
put Napoli ahead on the 
hour mark but Davide-
Faraoni quickly equal-
ized for Verona.

When Juventus' game 
finished a few moments 
earlier, Bianconeri play-

ers watched the final 
moments of the Napoli-
Verona match on the 
touchline before they 
could celebrate.

The final standings 
read: Inter (91 points), 
Milan (79), Atalanta (78), 
Juventus (78) and Napoli 
(77).

C O N F E R E N C E 
LEAGUE

Roma came back from 
two goals down against 
Spezia for a 2-2 draw to 
take seventh place and 
a spot in the new Eu-
ropa Conference League 
for incoming coach Jose 
Mourinho.

Stephan El Shaarawy 
and HenrikhMkhitaryan 
equalized for Roma after 
Daniele Verde and Tom-
masoPobega had put 
Spezia ahead.

Sassuolo, which fin-
ished eighth, beat Lazio 
2-0 with goals from 
GiorgosKyriakopoulos 
and DomenicoBerardi 
despite finishing with 10 
men after Kyriakopoulos 

picked up his second yel-
low.

Lazio was already as-
sured of finishing sixth 
and will go into the Eu-
ropa League with Napoli.

Also, Torino and 
a l r e a d y - r e l e g a t e d 
Benevento drew 1-1.

INTER CELEBRATES
Inter got its title par-

ty started by crushing 
Udinese 5-1 in the final 
round.

Inter had clinched the 
title earlier in the month 
but there was an award 
ceremony on the field 
after its final match, with 
captain Samir Handa-
novic lifting the trophy to 
huge cheers from inside 
and outside the stadium.

There were 1,000 in-
vited guests allowed into 
San Siro as friends and 
family and 4,500 fans 
outside in an allocated 
area. Hundreds of them 
had started gathering 
hours before the team ar-
rived, carrying flags and 
setting off flares while 

chanting songs to cel-
ebrate Inter's first Serie 
A title in 11 years.

After the celebrations 
on the field, the players 
went to one of San Siro's 
iconic towers to continue 
the party with the fans 
below.

Fans have been 
banned from matches 
in Italy for the majority 
of the past year because 
of the coronavirus pan-
demic, apart from a brief 
period shortly after the 
start of the season when 
up to 1,000 spectators 
were allowed into stadi-
ums.

Ashley Young and 
Christian Eriksen set In-
ter on the way to victory 
with first-half goals. Lau-
taro Mart nez converted a 
penalty 10 minutes after 
the break with Ivan Pe-
riic and RomeluLukaku 
also scoring to add to the 
festive atmosphere.

Roberto Pereyra net-
ted a late penalty for Udi-
nese.
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Iran agrees to extend deal on 
cameras at its nuclear sites

Italy probes cable car crash as 
lone child survivor recovers

Japan 
opens mass 
vaccination 
centres 2 
months 
before Games
Tokyo, May 24 (AP): 
Japan mobilised mili-
tary doctors and nurses 
to give shots to elderly 
people in Tokyo and 
Osaka on Monday as the 
government desperately 
tries to accelerate its vac-
cination rollout and curb 
coronavirus infections 
just two months before 
hosting the Olympics.

Prime Minister Yoshi-
hideSuga is determined 
to hold the Olympics in 
Tokyo after a one-year 
delay and has made an 
ambitious pledge to fin-
ish vaccinating the coun-
try's 36 million elderly 
people by the end of July, 
despite scepticism it's 
possible.

Worries about public 
safety while many Japa-
nese remain unvaccinat-
ed have prompted grow-
ing protests and calls for 
cancelling the Games set 
to start on July 23.

Suga's government 
has repeatedly expanded 
the area and duration 
of a virus state of emer-
gency since late April 
and has made its virus-
fighting measures strict-
er. But with COVID-19 
cases still persistently 
high, Suga says vaccines 
are key to getting the in-
fections under control. At 
the two mass inoculation 
centres staffed by Japan's 
Self-Defence Forces, the 
aim is to inoculate up to 
10,000 people per day in 
Tokyo and another 5,000 
per day in Osaka for the 
next three months.

People inoculated at 
the centres on Monday 
were the first in Japan to 
receive doses from Moder-
naInc, one of two foreign-
developed vaccines Japan 
approved on Friday. Previ-
ously Japan had used only 
Pfizer Inc, and only about 
2% of the population of 126 
million has received the re-
quired two doses.

Japan began vaccinat-
ing health care workers 
in mid-February while 
sticking to a standard 
requirement of clinical 
testing inside Japan a 
decision many experts 
said was statistically 
meaningless and only 
caused delay. Vaccina-
tions for the next group 
the elderly, who are more 
likely to suffer serious 
COVID-19 effects started 
in mid-April but has been 
slowed by bureaucratic 
bumbling including res-
ervation procedures, un-
clear distribution plans 
and shortage of medical 
staff to give shots.

Completion of Japan-
developed vaccines is 
still uncertain, but Japa-
nese government offi-
cials hope the approvals 
Friday of Moderna and 
AstraZeneca will help 
speed up the rollout.

Progress is still un-
clear because of the 
dire shortage of medical 
staff who can give shots 
while they are already 
busy treating COVID-19 
patients. AstraZeneca's 
plans are also pending 
due to concerns about 
its rare blood-clotting in 
a country known for low 
confidence in vaccines.

Separately, several lo-
cal governments, includ-
ing Aichi in central Japan 
and Gunma near Tokyo 
and Miyagi in the north, 
were also to open their 
own large vaccination 
centres on Monday.

Poland’s energy giant defies Eu court ruling to close mine

Volcanic eruption, ensuing 
chaos kill at least 15 in Congo

VIENNA (AP): Iran and the U.N.’s 
nuclear watchdog agreed on Monday 
to a one-month extension to a deal 
on surveillance cameras at Tehran’s 
atomic sites, buying more time for 
ongoing negotiations seeking to save 
the country’s tattered nuclear deal 
with world powers.

The last-minute discussions, in-
cluding the International Atomic 
Energy Agency pushing back a state-
ment planned for Sunday, further 
underscored the narrowing win-
dow for the U.S. and others to reach 
terms with Iran as it presses a tough 
stance with the international com-
munity over its atomic program. The 
Islamic Republic is already enriching 
and stockpiling uranium at levels far 
beyond those allowed by its 2015 
nuclear deal.

Speaking at a news conference 
Monday in Vienna, IAEA Director-

General Rafael Mariano Grossi told 
journalists that came after a discus-
sion with Ali Akbar Salehi, the head 
of Iran’s civilian nuclear program. 
He acknowledged that challenges 
remain, however, as the agency still 
can’t access images taken by its cam-
eras.

“I’d want to stress this is not ide-
al,” Grossi said. “This is like an emer-
gency device that we came up with 
in order for us to continue having 
these monitoring activities.”

KazemGharibabadi, Iran’s repre-
sentative to the IAEA, acknowledged 
the deal at the same time on Twit-
ter. He said Tehran’s civilian nuclear 
agency, the Atomic Energy Organiza-
tion of Iran, would keep the material 
already recorded by the IAEA cam-
eras.

“We recommend the negotiating 
countries to seize the extra oppor-

tunity provided by Iran in good faith 
for the complete lifting of sanctions 
in a practical and verifiable manner,” 
Gharibabadi wrote.

Under a confidential agreement 
called an “Additional Protocol” with 
Iran, the IAEA collects and analyzes 
images from a series of surveillance 
cameras installed at Iranian nuclear 
sites. Those cameras helped it moni-
tor Tehran’s program to see if it is 
complying with the nuclear deal.

Iran’s hard-line parliament in De-
cember approved a bill that would 
suspend part of U.N. inspections of 
its nuclear facilities if European sig-
natories did not provide relief from 
oil and banking sanctions by Febru-
ary.

The IAEA then struck a three-
month deal with Iran in February to 
have it hold the surveillance images, 
with Tehran threatening to delete 

them afterward if no deal had been 
reached.

Iran since has broken all the 
deal’s limits after then-President 
Donald Trump in 2018 unilaterally 
withdrew America from the accord. 
Negotiations continue in Vienna to 
see if both the U.S. and Iran can re-
enter the deal, which limited Teh-
ran’s enrichment of uranium in ex-
change for the lifting of economic 
sanctions.

Mikhail Ulyanov, Russia’s ambas-
sador to the IAEA, called Monday’s 
agreement “commendable.”

“It will help maintain business-
like atmosphere at the Vienna talks 
on #JCPOA and facilitate a successful 
outcome of the diplomatic efforts to 
restore the nuclear deal,” he wrote 
on Twitter, using an acronym for the 
deal.

But if a deal isn’t reached in a 

month’s time, that footage again 
would be in jeopardy.

Asked about that, Grossi simply 
said: “We are going to discuss that 
when we get to that point.”

He also acknowledged Iran’s up-
coming June 18 presidential election 
could mean new faces at the nego-
tiating table. So far, Grossi has been 
dealing with the administration of 
the relatively moderate President 
Hassan Rouhani, which clinched the 
nuclear deal. Analysts believe hard-
liners have an edge going into the 
vote.

“We deal with Iran and the Ira-
nian people will give itself its new 
government in the next elections,” 
Grossi said. “So I’m not worried and 
I’m confident that whoever comes 
next will, of course, continue coop-
erating with the IAEA. I think it’s in 
everybody’s interests.”

WARSAW, Poland (AP): Offi-
cials in Poland on Monday de-
fied an injunction by the top Eu-
ropean Union court that ordered 
the immediate closure of a ma-
jor brown coal mine, saying it 
would shake the nation’s energy 
system and lead to the layoff of 
thousands of employees.

Development Minister Jaro-
slawGowin said Poland would 
not shut the lignite mine in 
Turow, on the border with Ger-
many and The Czech Republic, 
but instead was engaged in “very 
intensive diplomatic and law-
related efforts,” to secure un-
disturbed operation of the mine 
and connected power plant that 
generates some 7% of Poland’s 

energy. The EU’s Court of Justice 
on Friday ordered Poland to im-
mediately stop operation of the 
mine, heeding Prague’s com-
plaints that it drained ground-
waters from Czech territory. It is 
a temporary measure, pending 
the court’s full ruling.

Gowin said he considers the 
court’s decision “scandalously 
incommensurate” to the situa-
tion and one that would lead to 
the “loss of tens of thousands 
of jobs and very serious distur-
bances in Poland’s energy sys-
tem,” cutting power to millions 
of households.

Prime Minister Mateusz 
Morawiecki was holding an 
emergency meeting with the 

managers of the state energy 
company PGE, which runs the 
mine and the plant, and regional 
authorities in Wroclaw, in the 
southwest.

In an effort to follow the EU’s 
ambitious CO2 reductions goals, 
Poland is gradually phasing out 
black coal, but still relies on lig-
nite.

Government authorities say 
they have been in talks with 
Prague over the Turow mine for 
years and believed an under-
standing has been reached, but 
critics and the opposition sat it 
has not done enough.

PGE deputy head, PawelSli-
wa, told an emergency meeting 
of a parliamentary commission 

that closing the mine would also 
entail closing the power plant 
that it supplies. He estimated 
the costs at some 13.5 billion 
zlotys ($3.6 billion; 3 billion eu-
ros) the layoff of thousands of 
employees and lost investment 
into filters and other pro-envi-
ronment modernization.

Coal makes up 65% of Po-
land’s energy sources, includ-
ing 17% from lignite, while 
about 25% of the country’s 
energy comes from renew-
able sources. Poland’s heavy 
reliance on coal is a source of 
tensions in the 27-nation EU, 
which is seeking to meet ambi-
tious goals to reduce the bloc’s 
greenhouse gas emissions.

STRESA, Italy (AP): 
Italy’s transport minister 
vowed Monday to estab-
lish the cause of a cable 
car disaster that killed 14 
people, after the lead ca-
ble apparently snapped 
and the cabin careened 
back down the moun-
tain until it came off the 
line and crashed to the 
ground.

The lone survivor of 
Sunday’s horrific inci-
dent, a 5-year-old Israeli 
boy living in Italy, re-
mained hospitalized in 
Turin on Monday with 
multiple broken bones.

The Israeli foreign 
ministry identified him 
as EitanBiran. His par-
ents, younger brother 
and two great-grand-
parents were among the 
dead, the ministry said, 
correcting an earlier 
statement that had in-
cluded Eitan among the 
victims.

Italian media identi-
fied all the other victims 
as residents of Italy.

The disaster, in one 
of the most picturesque 
spots in northern Italy 
— the Mottarone moun-
taintop overlooking Lake 
Maggiore and other lakes 
near Switzerland — 
raised questions anew 
about the quality and 
safety of Italy’s transport 
infrastructure.

Transport Minister 
Enrico Giovannini visited 
the site Monday and an-
nounced a commission of 
inquiry to investigate the 
“technical and organiza-
tional causes” of the ac-
cident, while prosecutors 
will focus on any crimi-
nal blame.

Giovannini told re-
porters in Stresa, the 

lakefront town at the 
foot of the Mottarone-
peak, that the aim of the 
investigative commission 
would be to “ensure this 
never happens again.”

The transport min-
istry said a preliminary 
check of the cable line’s 
safety and maintenance 
record show that the 
whole lift structure un-
derwent a renovation in 
August 2016, and that a 
full maintenance check 
was performed in 2017.

Late last year, inspec-
tions were performed on 
the cables themselves, 
including magnetic in-
spections on the primary 
cables of the lift: the ca-
ble that pulls the cabin 
up the mountain, the 
support cable that holds 
the car and the rescue 
cables. In December an-
other visual check was 
performed, the ministry 
said.

The mayor of Stre-
sa, Marcella Severino, 
quoted witnesses as say-

ing they heard a “loud 
hiss,” apparently when 
the lead cable snapped. 
She said the cabin reeled 
back down the line until 
it apparently hit a pylon 
and then plummeted to 
the ground. It rolled over 
two or three times before 
crashing into trees, she 
said.

It wasn’t immediately 
clear why a brake had 
not engaged.

Some of the bodies 
were thrown from the 
car and were found amid 
the trees, rescue workers 
said.

The funicular line 
is popular with tour-
ists and locals alike to 
scale Mottarone, which 
reaches a height of 1,491 
meters (4,900 feet) and 
overlooks several pictur-
esque lakes and the sur-
rounding Alps of Italy’s 
Piedmont region.

The mountain hosts 
a small amusement park, 
Alpyland, that has a chil-
dren’s rollercoaster, and 

the area also has moun-
tain bike paths and hik-
ing trails.

It only reopened a 
few weeks ago after Ita-
ly’s wintertime coronavi-
rus lockdowns lifted, and 
officials hypothesized 
that families were tak-
ing advantage of a sunny 
Sunday to visit the peak 
and take in the view.

The mayor declared 
a day of mourning for 
Stresa, which like tour-
ist destinations around 
the country had suf-
fered from COVID-19 
lockdowns that not only 
slashed foreign tourism 
but cut local day-trip vis-
its by Italians.

Giovannini acknowl-
edged the community 
was “at a moment of re-
birth” with the tourist 
season just beginning. 
“It has been particularly 
struck by this event and 
has already shown a 
great sense of responsi-
bility” in sharing in the 
pain of the families, he 

said.
The Israeli foreign 

ministry identified the 
five Israelis killed as Ei-
tan’s parents, AmitBi-
ran and Tal Peleg-Biran, 
an Israeli-born couple 
studying and working in 
Pavia. Biran’s Facebook 
page identifies him as a 
medical student at the 
University of Pavia.

Their 2-year-old son, 
Tom Biran, was killed at 
the scene, as were Peleg-
Biran’s grandparents, 
Barbara and Yitzhak 
Cohen. The ministry 
said they had arrived in 
Italy on May 19 to visit 
their granddaughter and 
great-grandchildren.

AmitBiran’s sister, 
Aya, was not involved in 
the crash and was at the 
bedside of Eitan at Tu-
rin’s Regina Margherita 
hospital, the foreign min-
istry said, adding that 
other family members 
were flying to Italy from 
Israel to join her.

The Israeli embassy 
was working to help re-
patriate the bodies to Is-
rael, it said.

Among the other 
victims were an Ital-
ian researcher, Serena 
Consentino, and her 
Iranian-born compan-
ion, MohammadrezaSha-
haisavandi, according to 
a statement from Italy’s 
National Council of Re-
search, where Consen-
tino had a research grant.

Also killed at the 
scene were Vittorio Zor-
loni and his wife, Elisa-
bettaPersanini. Their six-
year-old son, Mattia, died 
at Regina Margherita 
after multiple efforts to 
restart his heart, hospital 
officials said. 

Goma (Congo), May 24 
(AP): Torrents of lava 
poured into villages af-
ter dark in eastern Congo 
with little warning, leav-
ing at least 15 people 
dead amid the chaos and 
destroying more than 
500 homes, officials and 
survivors have said.

The eruption of 
Mount Nyiragongo on 
Saturday night sent 
about 5,000 people flee-
ing from the city of Goma 
across the nearby bor-
der into Rwanda, while 
another 25,000 others 
sought refuge to the 
northwest in Sake, the 
UN children's agency 
said Sunday.

More than 170 chil-
dren were still feared 
missing Sunday, and UNI-
CEF officials said they 
were organising transit 
centres to help unaccom-
panied children in the 
wake of the disaster.

Goma ultimately was 
largely spared the mass 
destruction caused by 
the volcano's last erup-
tion in 2002. Hundreds 
died then and more than 
100,000 people were left 
homeless. But in outly-
ing villages closer to the 
volcano, Sunday was 

marked by grief and un-
certainty.

AlineBichikwebo and 
her baby managed to es-
cape when the lava flow 
reached her village, but 
said both her mother and 
father were among those 
who perished. Commu-
nity members gave a pro-
visional toll of 10 dead in 
Bugamba alone, though 
provincial authorities 
said it was too soon to 
know how many lives 
were lost.

Bichikwebo says she 
tried to rescue her father 
but wasn't strong enough 
to move him to safety 
before the family's home 
was ignited by lava.

I am asking for help 
because everything we 
had is gone, she said, 
clutching her baby. We 
don't even have a pot. We 
are now orphans and we 
have nothing.

The air remained 
thick with smoke be-
cause of how many 
homes had caught fire 
when the lava came.

People are still pan-
icking and are hungry, 
resident AlumbaSutoye 
said. They don't even 
know where they are go-
ing to spend the night. 
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TEQUILA TIME! The makeup mogul, Kylie Jenner supports 
her sister Kendall by attending the 818 Tequila launch party at Craig's in 
West Hollywood.
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EtCETERA

Aries:
Eclipse season gets a bad rep for throwing the best of us 
off, but it seems to have the opposite effect on you, Aries. 
The week ahead promises to be a creatively and intel-
lectually fertile time. Your newfound optimism will give 
you the courage you need to pursue the new sans the 
fear of failing or being judged publicly. Besides, people 
are always going to have an opinion, right? 
Tip: Answer the call of the wild and the unknown.
Taurus:
Your body is not a machine, Taurus. It has good days 
and bad days. Like your mind, it is subject to its own set 
of limitations. So instead of falling prey to unrealistic ex-
pectations, take it easy for a change. Do as much as is 
required and take plenty of power naps in between meet-
ings. Besides, some of the best ideas are likely to come 
to us when we begin to blur the lines between dream and 
reality.
Tip: Work with, rather than against, your sacred vessel.
Gemini:
You’re feeling all kinds of introspective today, and it’s 
making you look back at the trajectory of your life through 
the lens of wisdom. There have been so many twists and 
turns on your way here. Speed bumps that threatened to 
throw you off course as well. But, these speed bumps are 
what you’re most grateful for as they have made you bul-

letproof, Gemini. What, then, does eclipse season have 
in store for you? A new and prosperous opening on the 
career front. An affirmation you want to repeat now and 
for the rest of the month: “I am a magnet for miracles.”
Tip: Eclipse season promises to bring a prosperous op-
portunity into your world.
Cancer:
There are times you feel like all of this hard work is go-
ing to waste and that you’re never going to have your 
moment in the sun. But that is far from the truth, Cancer. 
Eclipse season promises to turn your fate around, bring-
ing in the recognition you deserve. For some of you, this 
may translate into international acclaim as well. Word for 
the wise: be consistent in your efforts and continue to 
show up even on the days when it is hard to. 
Tip: It’s going to be worth it in the end.
Leo:
No relationship is devoid of drama. Everybody has their 
own set of trials and tribulations to deal with. But your 
capacity to love unconditionally has helped you pass 
the many tests with flying colours. What eclipse sea-
son holds for you? Deeper intimacy and the next level 
of commitment. In the words of Zen Master ThichNha-
tHanh, “If you love someone, the greatest gift you can 
give them is your presence.”
Tip: You’re ready for that deep dive, Leo.

Virgo:
There is never a dearth of love, money or opportunities in 
your world. Read that again, Virgo. You are truly thankful 
for where you are today and for all the ways in which the 
Universe is showing up for you. Remember to see your-
self as an agent for change and the co-creator of your 
destiny. This will help you bring about the shift you truly 
desire. What’s more, the eclipse season is likely to set 
things right in the realm of love and romance (if they’ve 
been awry, that is). If you’ve been seeking a partner for 
your business or venture, prepare to get lucky on that 
front as well.
Tip: The Universe has got your back!
Libra:
Home-run businesses are having their big moment, Li-
bra, and it looks like you’re about to get on board this train 
soon. What the cards want you to know right now: de-
spite how your physical reality looks at the moment, you 
will be able to call in the abundance you deserve. The 
secret to your success? Trusting your killer instinct and 
knowing that you will land on your feet no matter what.
Tip: Trust that you will be able to call in the abundance 
you deserve.
Scorpio:
Everything happens for a reason, Scoprio. We repeat: 
everything happens for a reason. Remember this when 

things are not working out for you today. Eclipse season 
promises to bring about a big change, and with it, the op-
portunity to invest in a project you have given up on. For 
some of you, this could even translate to a level up on 
the career front.
Tip: An opportunity you let go of is likely to come back in 
a new form.
Sagittarius:
The world may be on lockdown, but that doesn't mean 
art, beauty, and creativity have to be. You're finding new 
ways to tap into the stream of creative consciousness, 
honour the divine feminine and establish rituals that 
make you feel like the most glorious version of yourself. 
That glow of self-love looks good on you, Sagittarius. This 
eclipse season, you’ll find that your prayer to Aphrodite is 
also taking the quality of your work to a whole new level 
and helping you stand out from the crowd. Remember, 
perfection is overrated. As long as you’re being authentic, 
you are being of service to the world.
Tip: Stay connected to that stream of creative conscious-
ness.
Capricorn:
The onset of Gemini season is bringing with itself a fruitful 
opportunity on the work and career front. Remember to 
play your cards right and do what it takes to bag the given 
project. Not that things would go any other way with you 

around. The good thing is, you'll soon find yourself mov-
ing out of that energy of stagnation as well. The weeks 
ahead promise to be action-packed and you're going to 
love every moment of it!
Tip: Do what it takes to make the given project yours.
Aquarius:
We're all gifted with a sense of inner knowing that helps 
us assess what is right for us and the action we need to 
take in each moment. The more we tune in, the easier 
it is for us to make decisions that are in alignment with 
our highest good. Today, you’re being asked to pay at-
tention to what this voice of wisdom is telling you, even 
if the guidance does not make sense logically. You are 
ready to move to the next level, Aquarius. So, take that 
leap of faith and call in the abundance you truly deserve.
Tip: Trust what that voice of wisdom within is telling you.
Pisces:
There are people who do the same thing every day for years 
on end, but you’re not one of those people. Personal free-
dom has always been important to you, and so has individu-
ality. So take a step towards that wild and unknown place. 
To that place where your dreams will find the fertile soil they 
need to blossom. Your silent rebellion against the system will 
inspire millions to carve their own path, Pisces.
Tip: This is your journey towards individuality and per-
sonal freedom.
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Drake, Pink, The Weeknd win 
big at Billboard Music Awards

italy eurovision winners return home to cheers, a drug test
My heart is with you: ariana Grande remembers 

Manchester bombing victims on fourth anniversary

NEW YoRK (AP): It was a family affair at the Billboard Mu-
sic Awards: Pink twirled in the air in a powerful performance 
with her daughter, and Drake was named artist of the decade, 
accepting the honor alongside his 3-year-old son.

Drake, who extended his record as the most decorated 
winner in the history of the awards show to 29 wins Sunday, 
was surrounded by family and friends who presented him 
with the Artist of the Decade Award. He walked onstage out-
side the Microsoft Theater in Los Angeles with his 
son Adonis holding his hand.

“I wanna dedicate this award to my 
friends, to my longtime collaborators ... 
to my beautiful family, and to you,” he 
said, looking to Adonis and picking 
him up to kiss him.

Drake placed his first song on 
the Billboard Hot 100 chart in 
2009, and since has logged the 
most songs ever on the chart, with 
232 entrees. He’s also logged a re-
cord 45 Top 10 hits on the Hot 100 
and a record 22 No. 1s on the Hot 
R&B/Hip-Hop songs chart.

He was also named top streaming 
songs artist Sunday.

Pink received the Icon Award and was 
joined onstage by her 9-year-old daughter — 
showing off their powerful gymnastic skills as they 
spun in the air in a jaw-dropping performance. Known for 
her signature aerial and acrobatic moves, Pink was matched 
by Willow Sage Hart as “Cover Me In Sunshine” played in the 
background, Pink’s song featuring vocals from her daughter.

“Willow, you nailed it,” Pink said after the performance. “I 
love what I do and I love the people that I get to do it with, and 
we’re pretty good at what we do, but it wouldn’t matter if no 
one came to see us and play with us. So all you guys out there 
... thank you for coming out!”

Pink’s performance was one of several pre-taped moments 
at the awards show, which aired on NBC and was hosted by 
Nick Jonas. Live performances were held outdoors, in front of 
feverish audience members wearing masks.

The Weeknd was on hand to accept the most wins of the 
night — 10. He walked into the show with 16 nominations, 
winning honors like top artist, top male artist, top Hot 100 
song for “Blinding Lights” and top R&B album for “After 
Hours.” “I wanna take this opportunity to thank you, my par-
ents,” he said. “I am the man I am today because of you. And 
thank you to my fans, of course. I do not take this for granted.”

The late rapper Pop Smoke was also a big winner: He post-
humously earned five honors, including top new artist and 
top rap artist, while his debut — “Shoot for the Stars, Aim for 
the Moon” — won top rap album and top Billboard 200 album, 
which his mother accepted onstage.

“Thank you to the fans for honoring the life and spirit of 
my son, so much that he continues to manifest as if he was 
still here in flesh,” Audrey Jackson said. Another late rapper 

was also honored during the show. Before presenting top rap 
song to DaBaby, Swizz Beatz dedicated a moment to those 
who have recently died in hip-hop, including his close friend 
and collaborator DMX. And Houston rapper and activist Tra-
eTha Truth, who earned the Change Maker Award, ended his 
speech with a powerful sentence: “We still gon’ need justice 
for Breonna Taylor.”

Other winners Sunday included Bad Bunny and BTS, who 
both won four awards and also performed. Break-

through country singer Gabby Barrett won 
three awards, including top female country 

artist and top country song for the hit “I 
Hope.” The song’s remix featuring Char-

lie Puth won top collaboration. “Oh my 
gosh. Thank y’all so much. This means 
so much to me,” Barrett said as she 
broke into tears. “I’ve been perform-
ing for 10 years really hard. ...We’ve 
worked so hard to get here.”

Another country star also won 
big Sunday though he wasn’t al-

lowed to participate in the show.
Morgan Wallen, who was caught 

on camera using a racial slur earlier 
this year, won three honors, including 

top country artist and top country album for 
“Dangerous: The Double Album,” which has had 

major success on the pop and country music charts de-
spite his fallen moment. Wallen was nominated for six awards, 
and Billboard Awards producer dick clark productions said it 
couldn’t prevent Wallen from earning nominations, or winning, 
because finalists are based on album and digital sales, streaming, 
radio airplay and social engagement. The producers did ban Wal-
len from performing or attending the show.

The Billboard Awards kicked off with a collaborative per-
formance by DJ Khaled, H.E.R. and Migos, who brought the 
concert vibe back to life a year after live shows were in the 
dark because of the pandemic. Doja Cat and SZA — accom-
panied by futuristically dressed background dancers — sang 
their big hit “Kiss Me More” inside the venue, where the seats 
were empty. Alicia Keys, celebrating the 20th anniversary 
of her groundbreaking debut “songs in A minor,” sang songs 
from the album including the hit “Fallin’.” The performance 
was introduced by former first lady Michelle Obama.

Other performers included Karol G, twenty one pilots, Du-
ran Duran, Jimmy Jam & Terry Lewis, Jonas Brothers and Glass 
Animals. Stars like Taylor Swift, Lady Gaga and Kanye West 
won honors at the show though they didn’t attend. Machine 
Gun Kelly, who started in rap but has had recent success on 
the rock charts, won top rock artist and top rock album.

“I released my first mixtape 15 years ago and this is the 
first big stage I’ve ever been invited to accept an award on,” 
he said, kissing his actor-girlfriend Megan Fox before walking 
to the stage. “To the box that society keeps trying to put me, 
you need stronger material because you can’t keep me in it,” 
he proclaimed.

RoME (AP): The Italian glam rock band 
that won the Eurovision Song Contest 
returned home Sunday to the adulation 
of fans, congratulations from the govern-
ment and so much speculation that the 
lead singer had snorted cocaine during 
the show that he vowed to take a drug 
test. “We want to shut down the rumors,” 
Maneskin lead singer Damiano David told 
reporters at Rome’s Leonardo da Vinci 
airport as the band arrived home after 
their victory in Rotterdam, Netherlands.

Rumors spread on social media af-
ter David was seen bending over a table 
during the Saturday night live television 
broadcast. Asked at a post-victory news 
conference whether he’d snorted cocaine, 
David said he doesn’t use drugs and that 
he’d bent over because another band 
member had broken a glass at their feet. 
Eurovision confirmed that broken glass 
was found under the table in question, 
but announced David had offered to take 
the test, which is scheduled for Monday. In 
Italy, the drug claim didn’t mar the praise 
that poured in Sunday from the Italian es-
tablishment for the victory of the rather 

anti-establishment Maneskin, a glam rock 
band that got its start busking on Rome’s 
main shopping drag. Their win gave Italy 
a sorely needed boost after a dreadful 
year as one of the countries worst hit by 
the coronavirus and will bring next year’s 
competition back to the place where Eu-
ropean song contests began.

The band was the bookmakers’ fa-
vorite going into the Eurovision finale 
and sealed the win early Sunday with the 
highest popular vote in the enormously 
entertaining, and incredibly kitsch, annual 
song festival.

“We are out of our minds!” Florence’s 
Uffizi Galleries tweeted, echoing Mane-
skin’s winning song lyrics, along with an 
image of a Caravaggio Medusa and the 
hashtag #Uffizirock.

Maneskin, Danish for “moonlight” and 
a tribute to bass player Victoria De An-
gelis’ Danish ancestry, won with a total 
of 529 points. France was second while 
Switzerland, which led after national ju-
ries had voted, finished third. “It is amaz-
ing. It is amazing,“ band members said as 
they got off the plane and were met by a 

gaggle of reporters outside baggage claim. 
De Angelis said the band was shocked 
at the claims of drug use, which were 
echoing particularly loudly in runner-up 
France, where mainstream media prom-
inently reported the suspicions and the 
country’s foreign minister, Jean-Yves Le 
Drian, was even asked about them on a 
news show Sunday.

Le Drian stayed clear on the contro-
versy, saying: “If there is a need to do tests, 
they’ll do tests.” De Angelis said the band 
wants to put the controversy behind them 
because drug use goes against their ethos 
and message.

“We are totally against cocaine and 
the use of drugs and we would have never 
done it of course, so we are shocked that 
many people believe this,” she said.

The band got its start performing on 
Via del Corso, the main commercial 
thoroughfare in downtown Rome. 
Their scrappy performances in front 
of a Geox shoe store were a far cry 
from the over-the-top, flame-throwing 
extravaganza Saturday night that literally 
split David’s pants.  

Los Angeles, May 24 (PTI): Pop star Ariana 
Grande has paid tributes to the victims of the 
2017's Manchester Arena bombing, which 
claimed the lives of 22 people.

The suicide bomber detonated an explo-
sive device in the lobby of the arena on May 
22, 2017, shortly after a 
concert by Grande. Over 
800 people were wounded 
in the attack.

Grande posted a mes-
sage on her Instagram 
story, writing that the vic-
tims of the attack were al-
ways in her thoughts and 
that the "anniversary will 
never be an easy one."

"Although grief is ever 
present and our relation-
ship to it is constantly 
evolving and expressing itself in different 
ways every day, year round... I know that 
this anniversary will never be an easy one. 
Please know that I am thinking of you today. 
Manchester, my heart is with you today and 
always," she wrote. The 27-year-old singer 
also shared an image with the names of the 

22 people who were killed in the bombing.
Since 2017, Grande has honoured the 

bombing victims in numerous ways, includ-
ing hosting a benefit concert two weeks later 
in June 2017, with proceeds going toward the 
British Red Cross and the support of victims 

and their families.
On an episode of her YouTube docuseries 

"Dangerous Woman Diaries", she shared a let-
ter she wrote to fans after the attack.

The singer and her Dangerous Woman 
tour crew also got tattoos of worker bees - the 
city's symbol.


