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NITESH R PRADHAN
G , 22 J :
“EXTREMIST ACTIONS like 
stone pelting, using PIL/RTI to 
extort money, character assassi-
nation, instilling fear psychosis, 
damaging property, talking irre-
sponsibly and abusing me and 
my government cannot be called 
Krantikari actions, it is a misin-
terpretation of the word Kran-
ti,” said Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling while addressing the 
rank and ϐile of the ruling Sikkim 
Democratic Front [SDF] on the 
occasion of the party’s Sampur-
na Kranti Diwas at its headquar-
ter in the Capital today.

Adding further, Mr Cham-

ling said that his government is 
bringing about a revolution to 
take Sikkim “from better to best” 
and “happy to blissful” and such 
a revolution “neither should nor 
will ever die”.

He added that his mission is 
to see that the Sikkimese people 
get justice, peace and happiness 
in this lifetime.

“In a democracy, people’s 
mandate is supreme,” he said 
asking leaders to speak the truth 
and to avoid hiding under the 
face of falsehood.

Mr Chamling also elucidat-
ed about the rights of various 
sections of Sikkimese popula-
tion including women, BL, SC, 

ST, OBC [Central and State] and 
added that social justice has 
been one of the key objectives 
of the SDF government with 
peace, justice, development and 
empowerment for all Sikkimese 
being the priority.

He held that there is a need 
to democratise the party and 
systematise the administration 
and leaders who resist such 
moves should be opposed by the 
members.

Mr Chamling said that it is 
the people who don’t under-
stand democracy who look at 
him and his party as communal 
adding that SDF is the only party 
which has given equal rights and 

justice to all the sections of the 
Sikkimese population.

“A government reϐlects the 
ruling party’s ideology. As the 
Home Minister, it is my duty to 
protect all Sikkimese including 
the opposition,” he said.

He said that it is only ideolog-
ically that the SDF opposes the 
opposition parties and that poli-
tics entails intellectual debate.

He also appealed to all the 
party members to work as a sin-
gle unit in the interest of Sikkim 
discarding individual interest 
and groupism which may dam-
age the party.

“Ideological loyalty to the 
party is a must,” he said.

We are not against opposition but against
their ideologies: Chamling

SUMMIT REPORT
N , 22 J :

Namchi District Hospital in South Sikkim 
has been accused of causing the death of 

a new born due to negligence.
A new born died an hour after birth at 

Namchi Hospital on 21 Jun and the family al-
leged negligence on part of the hospital.

Eden Bhutia from Ravangla, South Sik-
kim was admitted to the hospital with deliv-
ery case at around 7 p.m on 21 Jun. She gave 
birth to a baby at around 3:30 a.m this morn-
ing. The family members were informed by 
the hospital staff that the delivery was suc-
cessful. However, after an hour of the baby’s 
birth at around 4:30 a.m, they were told that 
the newborn had died.

After lodging an FIR against the doctor 
and staff of Gynaecology Department of 
Namchi District Hospital, the family mem-
bers, relatives and general public of Ravan-
gla gheraoed the hospital premises for more 
than 5 hours today.

Accusing the hospital staff of careless-
ness, the family members and relatives pro-
tested against the hospital administration 
and demanded immediate arrest of the Gy-
naecologist and staff on duty. They refused 
to receive the body of the newborn stating 
that they will do so only after the police takes 
appropriate action against the accused.

A case has been registered u/s 304 ‘A’ of 
IPC against the doctor and staff of Gynaecol-
ogy Department of Namchi District Hospital.

In order to maintain law and order at the 
hospital and its surroundings, a team of po-
lice comprising of Assistant Superintendent 
of Police, South, Linda Palmu, along with po-
lice personnel from Namchi PS reached the 
hospital premises while the family members 
demanded justice from authorities.

Father of the deceased baby, Tenzing 
Bhutia, said, “My baby was born healthy and 
we were told that the baby’s weight is about 
4.30 kgs. But later at around 4:30 a.m, they 
said our baby had died. There were no doc-

tors when my wife was delivering the baby. 
The nurses were in charge of it. Emergency 
call was made to the doctor on duty but the 
doctor arrived one hour after the delivery.”

Mr Bhutia further alleged, “Our baby was 
born healthy. It is due to the negligence of the 
doctor and the staff that our baby is no more. 
We are innocent people from a village and we 
did what we were asked to do by the hospital. 
Strict action should be taken against the doc-
tor and the staff on duty for their negligence. 
We will not receive the body till the accused 
doctor and staff are arrested.”

District Medical Superintendent, Namchi 
District Hospital, Dr DC Sharma, informed that 
an enquiry committee has been formed to en-
quire about the incident. He added that hos-
pital administration has issued an immediate 
order prohibiting the accused doctor and staff 
from taking up any case till further notice.

Police sources informed that the accused 
doctor was later summoned for her state-
ment regarding the case.

Negligence charge against Namchi District
Hospital on death of newborn

ARPAN PRADHAN
GANGTOK, 22 JUN:

The 758 Border Roads 
Task Force [BRTF] 

under Project Swastik 
organised a special pro-
gramme in honour of 
Kailash Mansarovar Ya-
tris and accorded a warm 
welcome to 45 yatris of 
the second batch of KMY 
at 8th Mile, JN Road in 
East Sikkim on 21 Jun.

The event had the 
presence of Commander, 
758 BRTF, Colonel Inder 
Mohan Singh, Ofϐicer 
Commander, 129 RCC, 
Ramashray Sah, Ofϐicer 
Commanding, 1066 FW, 
Lieutenant Colonel PD 
Bhutia, and other ofϐi-
cials.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Col Singh congratu-
lated the yatris and wel-
comed them to Sikkim 

by offering traditional 
khadas. He also interact-
ed with the yatris and 
assured all possible help 
and assistance till Nathu-
la and wished all the ya-
tris a successful journey 
ahead.

Physical health check-
up of the yatris was also 
conducted during the 
programme.

On behalf of all the 
yatris, 64-year-old Las-
riya Ratan Sharma from 
Shimla in Himachal 
Pradesh extended grati-
tude to the 758 BRTF for 
the grand welcome and 
hospitality.

“This is an unforget-
table moment for all of 
us. We would love to vis-
it Sikkim again and be a 
part of KMY via Nathula 
in the future as well,” Mr 
Sharma added.

BRTF welcomes 
2nd batch of Kailash 

Mansarovar Yatris

China, Nepal 
to build Tibet-
Kathmandu 
railway link
B /K , 
J  22 (PTI): China and 
Nepal have agreed to 
build a strategic railway 
link connecting Tibet 
with Kathmandu, which 
Nepalese Prime Minister 
K P Sharma Oli sees as an 
alternative trade route 
for supply of commodi-
ties to the landlocked Hi-
malayan nation.

Oli, who is here on a 
ϐive-day visit, held talks 
with President Xi Jinping 
and Premier Li Keqiang, 
following which a Mem-
orandum of Understand-
ing (MoU) was signed 
to build the railway link 
through the arduous Hi-
malayan terrain yester-
day, along with 14 coop-
erative documents.

This is the second sig-
niϐicant initiative by Oli, 
after he signed a transit 
trade treaty with China 
during his brief previous 
tenure in 2016 to reduce 
dependence on India for 
transportation of goods 
to Nepal.

Oli has said the road 
and rail links through Ti-
bet could be alternative 
trade routes for supply of 
commodities to Nepal.

The new railway line 
will connect the Gyirong 
trading port in the city of 
Xigaze in Tibet with the 
Nepali capital Kathman-
du, Vice-Foreign Minister 
Kong Xuanyou was quot-

turn to pg02
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ed as saying by the China Dai-
ly, after the two meetings.

China has been building 
rail, road and air links in the 
remote Tibet spending bil-
lions of dollars. A railway line 
was put in operation in 2014, 
linking Tibet’s provincial 
capital Lhasa with Xigaze.

Xigaze which is also 
known Shegatse, is the clos-
est Tibetan city to Nepal. Ear-
lier, there were reports in the 
Chinese ofϐicial media that 
the railway line was to be ex-
tended till India.

During his talks with Oli, 
Xi assured him that he is 
keen to see the Nepal-China 
cross-border connectivity 
come to fruition.

“The train from Shigatse 
(Tibet) will arrive in Kath-

mandu,” Xi was quoted as tell-
ing Oli in the Nepali media.

The two sides under-
scored the railway line as the 
most signiϐicant initiative in 
the history of bilateral co-
operation and believed that 
it would herald a new era of 
cross-border connectivity 
between the two countries, 
according to a joint statement 
issued by the two nations.

China has also agreed to 
provide support in technolo-
gy and personnel training.

“The two sides agreed 
to intensify implementation 
of the MoU on Cooperation 
under the Belt and Road Ini-
tiative (BRI) to enhance con-
nectivity, encompassing such 
vital components as ports, 
roads, railways, aviation and 
communications within the 

overarching framework of 
trans-Himalayan Multi-Di-
mensional Connectivity Net-
work,” the statement said.

While the details of the 
agreement of the specially 
funding were not revealed, 
the statement, which was 
released at the end of Oli’s 
visit to Beijing said, “both 
sides expressed happiness 
over the signing of the MOU 
on Cooperation for Railway 
Connectivity”.

The two countries also 
agreed to make good use of 
the long-term communication 
mechanism on railway coop-
eration between government 
departments and promote 
railway cooperation.

For its part, Nepal has 
agreed to intensify the im-
plementation of MoU on Chi-

na’s BRI. India has expressed 
strong reservations over the 
BRI as the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) 
traversing through the Pa-
kistan-occupied Kashmir 
(PoK) is its ϐlagship project.

“The two sides agreed to 
intensify implementation of 
the MoU on Cooperation un-
der the BRI to enhance con-
nectivity, encompassing such 
vital components as ports, 
roads, railways, aviation and 
communications within the 
overarching framework of 
trans-Himalayan Multi-Di-
mensional Connectivity Net-
work,” the joint statement said.

The both sides expressed 
happiness over the conclu-
sion of agreements on the 
Reconstruction of Friendship 
Bridge and Resuo (Rasuwa) 

Bridge; protocol on the util-
isation of highways in Tibet 
Autonomous Region by Ne-
pal for cargo transport.

MoUs on investment and 
cooperation on production 
capacity, establishment of 
mechanism for facilitation 
on the implementation of 
China-Nepal Cooperation 
Programmes and Projects in 
Nepal between the two for-
eign ministries, strengthen-
ing cooperation between the 
two foreign ministries, ener-
gy cooperation, agreement 
on economic and technical 
cooperation and MoU on hu-
man resource development 
cooperation, the joint state-
ment said.

Besides, both sides also 
agreed to study through dif-
ferent ways on the possibility 

of building oil storage facili-
ties in the sites identiϐied by 
Nepal. The Chinese side will 
support the feasibility study 
on oil and gas resources re-
search in Nepal, it said.

They also agreed to en-
courage Chinese and Ne-
pali airlines to launch and 
operate more direct ϐlights 
between the two countries. 
The two countries will coor-
dinate closely to speed up the 
construction of the Pokhara 
international airport so that 
it starts operation at an early 
date, the statement said.

The two neighbours also 
expressed satisfaction over 
the successful commercial 
operation of China-Nepal 
cross-border optical ϐibre 
cable. They also agreed to en-
hance cooperation on border 

security and management, 
and negotiate the Agreement 
on Boundary Management 
System.

“The Nepali side ex-
pressed its willingness to 
speed up the development of 
three North-South Economic 
Corridors in Nepal, namely 
Koshi Economic Corridor, 
Gandaki Economic Corridor 
and Karnali Economic Corri-
dor,” it said.

Beijing agreed to take 
positive measures to facili-
tate Nepal’s export to China.

Nepal and China reiterat-
ed their ϐirm commitment to 
respect each other’s indepen-
dence, sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity, and respect 
and accommodate each oth-
er’s concerns and interests, 
the statement said.

China, Nepal to build Tibet-Kathmandu railway link

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 22 J : 

One day training cum demon-
stration on Oyster mush-

room cultivation under Krishi 
Kalyan Abhiyan was organized 
by Krishi Vigyan Kendra, West 
Sikkim in the village of Rumbuk, 
the Aspirational District of West 
Sikkim today. The programme 
was attended by 56 progressive 

farmers along with the pancha-
yat member, Horticulture Devel-
opment Ofϐicer, KVK, ϐield ofϐi-
cer (Sikkim Organic Mission), 
BTM of ATMA, a press release 
informs.

In the training programme, 
details of package and practic-
es on oyster mushroom culti-
vation, post harvest technology, 
pest and disease management 

were highlighted by SMS (Agri. 
Extension), Bhison Pradhan 
of KVK West Sikkim followed 
by demonstration of cylinder 
preparation. 

HDO, Ongdi Sherpa gave 
an overview of Krishi Kalyan 
Abhiyan and farmers’ pension 
scheme. BTM, Dawa Tsh. Sher-
pa focused on various ongoing 
activities of ATMA and also in-

formed the participants about 
various schemes of the depart-
ment. Field Ofϐicer cum Master 
Trainer (SOM), Kamal Sharma 
encouraged the farmers to-
wards more area expansion on 
organic vegetable production 
in the village. The programme 
concluded with the distribution 
of spawn of oyster mushroom to 
the participants.

Training cum demonstration on 
oyster mushroom cultivation

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 22 J :

Mevedir conducted training on 
pest management in organic 

village clusters of Lower Lungchok 
and Lower Salangdang in Som-
baria, West Sikkim and in Lower 
Sapong, under Bongten Sapong 
GPU, Gyalshing.

A press release informs that 
these series of trainings are being 
conducted as part of the annual 
training programmes as mandated 
by the Certiϐication Body in order 

to maintain the organic integrity of 
the ICS cluster villages.

The farmers who had assem-
bled for the programmes were 
briefed about the various herbal 
sprays that can be prepared using 
local available materials to control 
many of the pests.

The preparation of ant con-
trolling herbal spray and its appli-
cation, timing and frequency were 
also explained.

Besides these, other simple or-
ganic technology of reducing pests 

were also highlighted during the 
trainings.

The farmers were also in-
formed about the ICS norms & 
procedures and about the organ-
ic standards which the certiϐied 
farms have to adhere to.

Master trainer, Kumar Gurung, 
coordinated the training in Gyalsh-
ing circle while Ghanendra Shar-
ma along with co-trainer, Subash 
Chandra, facilitated the farmers’ 
training in Sombaria circle.

Series of trainings on pest 
management in West

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 22 J :

Patanjali Yogpith, Sik-
kim has organised 

yoga programmes in 
various places in Sikkim 
to commemorate Inter-
national Yoga Day on 21 
Jun. The Yogpith mem-
bers have covered areas 
like Rongli, Pacheykhani, 
Pasting, Padamchey, 

Singtam, Rhenock, Rang-
po, Tumin, Gangtok and 
Aadarshgaon in East Sik-
kim, Gyalshing and Tim-
burbung in West Sikkim 
and Mangan in North 
Sikkim. In South Sikkim, 
a team of Yogpith mem-
bers conducted yoga 
sessions in Namchi, Temi 
and Yangang, a press re-
lease informs.

Patanjali Yogpith 
conducts yoga sessions 

across Sikkim

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 22 J :

A meeting of the youth 
wing of Sikkim Kran-

tikari Morcha party was 
held at Som Ward under 
Maneybong-Dentam con-
stituency in West Sikkim 
today. The meeting was 
chaired by SKM work-
ing president, MP Subba, 
and attended by senior 
leaders, workers and 
members, an SKM press 
release informs.

The meeting dis-
cussed the role and re-
sponsibilities of youth 
towards the party and 

the society and further 
strengthening of the 
youth wing.

During the meet, 
seven families of Sikkim 
Democratic Front led by 
Radu-Khandu Ward inde-
pendent Panchayat, Gan-
ga Ram Poudyal, joined 
SKM, it is informed.

The working presi-
dent has urged the youth 
to take the party’s poli-
cies, principles and pro-
grammes to the people 
at the grassroot level in 
order to provide justice 
and bring “parivartan” in 
the State.

SKM holds meet 
to strengthen its

youth wing

State Govt 
hospitals 
lack proper 
health 
facilities: 
BJP
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 22 J :

Bharatiya Janata Party 
Sikkim Pradesh has 

accused the State Health 
Department of careless-
ness in delivering health 
related services to the 
people of Sikkim. 

A BJP press release 
states that the recent 
death of one new born 
baby at Namchi District 
Hospital within one hour 
of being born reveals 
the real situation of the 
Health Department. On 
the same, the party has 
asked the State Gov-
ernment to responsibly 
work towards the health 
sector which is direct-
ly related to the lives of 
people.

Due to poor health 
facilities, manpower and 
services in State Govern-
ment hospitals, people 
have been approaching 
hospitals outside the 
State for treatment, the 
party has alleged.

BJP has expressed 
hope that the State Gov-
ernment will take imme-
diate measures to pro-
vide better health care 
services in the State.

Chelameswar 
laments non-
elevation of 
Justice Joseph 
as SC judge
N  D , J  22 (PTI): 
Justice J Chelameswar, 
who demitted ofϐice to-
day, has disapproved the 
Centre’s decision not to 
elevate Justice K M Joseph 
to the Supreme Court, 
terming the action as “not 
sustainable”.

Justice Chelameswar, 
who had held an unprec-
edented presser along 
with three other senior 
Supreme Court judges to 
highlight the alleged dis-
crimination in allocation 
of cases to benches, said 
that the credibility of the 
highest judiciary was 
“occasionally” in danger.

“I wish and pray that 
he (Joseph) becomes a 
judge of the Supreme 
Court. I have not stalled 
it. I have been repeatedly 
asking for it. The colle-
gium has unanimously 
reiterated its recommen-
dation,” Chelameswar 
told news outlets.

He termed Justice Jo-
seph as an “outstanding 
judge” and said he should 
have been elevated to the 
apex court and the colle-
gium must reiterate his 
name to the Centre.

He told NDTV that 
Justice Joseph did not be-
long to his religion, com-
munity or language, but 
yet he fought for him.

He said “the govern-
ment should not process 
the recommendations 
(for elevation of judg-
es) for months together. 
That will lead to a situa-
tion where appointments 
are not made, vacancies 
are not ϐilled. All this will 
result in more and more 
pendency.”

On the issue of his 
virtual revolt against 
Chief Justice of India Di-
pak Misra, the judge said 
he did not regret holding 
the press conference on 
January 12.

Justice Chelameswar 
rued the fact that though 
many former judges had 
hailed him for his de-
cision to highlight the 
deϐiciencies in the func-
tioning of the apex court 
but right- thinking per-
sons were not coming 
forward.

He said that one of 
the former judges had 
wished him “strength” 
but had expressed inabil-
ity to speak out.

Replying to ques-
tions by ‘The Print’, 
Chelameswar said he did 
not think the judiciary was 
in danger and recalled his 
time as a law student 
during the Emergency to 
drive home the point.
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K , J  22 (PTI): West Ben-
gal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee 
cancelled her China visit today as 
“political meetings at the appropri-
ate level” were not conϐirmed by the 
Chinese government, state Finance 
Minister Amit Mitra said.

The Trinamool Congress (TMC) 
chief was slated to leave for China 
tonight.

She was scheduled to lead a del-
egation to China under the exchange 
programme of the Government of In-
dia with the International Department 
of the Communist Party of China.

Mitra said External Affairs Minis-
ter Sushma Swaraj, who is presently 
out of the country, and Foreign Sec-
retary V K Gokhale were informed 
about the cancellation of Banerjee’s 
visit to China.

In a Facebook post, the chief minis-
ter said, “In March this year, the Union 
Minister of External Affairs had rec-
ommended to me to kindly consider 
leading a delegation to China in the 
coming months under the Exchange 

Programme of the Government of In-
dia with the International Department 
of the Communist Party of China.”

Stating that she had agreed to 

the proposal, Banerjee said, “I men-
tioned to her that since the interest 
of my country is involved, I wish to 
visit China sometime during last 

week of June, 2018.”
She added that pursuant to let-

ters from the state chief secretary 
and the ambassador of India in Chi-

na, a programme was chalked out 
and the visit was planned.

Till yesterday, everything was 
“going well”, the chief minister said, 
adding that unfortunately, “the polit-
ical meetings at the appropriate lev-
el” could not be conϐirmed.

“It has now been intimated by 
our Ambassador in China that the 
political meetings at the appropriate 
level under the Exchange Programme 
could not be conϐirmed. Therefore, 
the purpose of my visit with a dele-
gation to China under the Exchange 
Programme is of no use,” she said.

Banerjee said although the In-
dian Ambassador in China tried his 
best to make her visit a success, the 
non-conϐirmation of the political 
meetings “at the last moment”, had 
“unfortunately compelled us to can-
cel the visit”.

“However, I wish the continuation 
of the friendship of India and Chi-
na in the days to come and it should 
strengthen further in the interest of 
both the countries,” she added.

Mamata cancels China visit as ‘political meetings
at appropriate level’ not con irmed

Deadlock 
between 
bureaucrats 
and Kejriwal 
broken: Delhi 
HC observes
N  D , J  22 
(PTI): The Delhi High 
Court today said there is 
no urgency in the pleas 
against the recent sit-in 
dharna by Chief Minis-
ter Arvind Kejriwal and 
the alleged strike by IAS 
ofϐicers as the “deadlock” 
between them has been 
broken.

“Deadlock is broken. 
There is no urgency,” 
a bench of justices A K 
Chawla and Navin Chaw-
la said and asked the pe-
titioners whether they 
wanted to withdraw their 
respective petitions.

The petitioners, also 
including Leader of Op-
position in the Delhi As-
sembly Vijender Gupta, 
said they wanted to pur-
sue the respective issues 
raised by them and the 
court, thereafter, listed 
all the matters for hear-
ing on August 3.

There are two peti-
tions, one of them by the 
BJP leader, against the re-
cent sit-in hunger strike 
by Kejriwal and his cabi-
net colleagues -- Deputy 
Chief Minister Manish 
Sisodia and Health Min-
ister Satyender Jain -- at 
the ofϐice of Lieutenant 
Governor Anil Baijal.

The other plea 
against Kejriwal’s strike 
was moved by a law-
yer, Hari Nath Ram, who 
also moved the Supreme 
Court after the Delhi High 
Court declined to pass an 
interim order on June 18. 
The apex court is likely to 
hear the matter in July.

Kejriwal and his min-
isters had been on hun-
ger strike since June 11 
evening to press for their 
demands, including a 
direction to IAS ofϐicers 
to end their “strike” and 
action against those who 
have struck work.

It was called off a day 
after the high court on 
June 18 had virtually dis-
approved of the protest 
by questioning who had 
authorised it.

The court had also 
observed that strikes or 
dharnas are held outside 
and not inside someone’s 
workplace or residence.

Apart from the pleas 
against Kejriwal’s pro-
test, two separate peti-
tions have been moved 
by lawyers Umesh Gupta 
and Prashant Manchanda 
against the non-attending 
of meetings by IAS ofϐi-
cers of Delhi government.

Manchanda, whose 
plea was ϐiled two days 
ago, has alleged “break-
down of the administra-
tive machinery” due to 
non-attending of meet-
ings by bureaucrats.

EC registers Haasan’s
party MNM

N  D , J  22 (PTI): Makkal Needhi Maiam 
(MNM), ϐloated by actor Kamal Haasan, was today 
registered as a political party by the Election Commis-
sion and it would receive the registration documents 
early next week.

Sources in the EC said here that the documents 
ϐiled by Haasan have been processed and the regis-
tration granted.

“The party will get the relevant documents early 
next week. The formal letter was sent today,” a senior 
functionary said.

Haasan had in February launched his political par-
ty Makkal Needhi Maiam (people justice centre) in 
the presence of Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal 
and others.

The party’s ϐlag, in white background, has six 
hands joined together, with shades of red over three 
hands and the rest in white. A star can be seen in the 
centre, surrounded by a star-like background in black.

N  D , J  22 (PTI): When we think of 
river rafting, Rishikesh strikes our mind in-
stantly as it is the perfect weekend getaway far 
from the maddening crowd, with rafting being 
one of the popular activities.

River rafting generates adrenaline rush to 
adventure enthusiasts as they ride down the 
thundering rapids of the Ganges with inϐlat-
able boats, carbon paddles and helmets.

The Uttarakhand High Court’s order im-
posing a ban on river rafting and paragliding 
across the state has come as a shocker to ad-
venture sports companies and adventure tour-
ists who say a blanket ban is not the solution.

The order has, however, been welcomed by 
the environmentalists who said the high court 
order was in interest of the environment and 
ecology. Arvind Bhardwaj of Red Chilli Adven-
ture said the high court order will hit the raft-
ing business very hard as it would render the 
people jobless.

“I am involved in adventure activities in Ri-
shikesh for the last 24 years. I am surprised to 
hear of this order. The state government had 

already issued guidelines for rafting.
“To put a ban on white river rafting and 

paragliding across the state is very harsh di-
rection. Our business has come to a standstill. 
This is the peak season for tourists. Now we 
will have to cancel all the bookings. Huge loss 
would be suffered by us. Putting a blanket ban 
is not the solution. A proper monitoring has to 
be put in place for effective implementation of 
laws,” Bhardwaj told PTI.

When contacted, environment activist 
Vikrant Tongad, who had also ϐiled a petition 
in National Green Tribunal against camping 
along the river, welcomed the high court de-
cision, saying it was a very good order which 
would go a long way in protection of the envi-
ronment and ecology.

“The NGT has already ordered a ban on 
camping activities within 100 metres of the 
Ganga from Kaudiyala to Rishikesh. The high 
court order will go a long way in saving the pris-
tine nature of the river. This is a very good order. 
Now it is for the Uttarakhand government to 
properly implement the ban,” Tongad said.

Kiran Todaria, president of the Indian As-
sociation of Professional Rafting Outϐitters 
(IAPRO), said the livelihood of many families 
will be affected by this order.

“I have not seen the high court order yet. 
But going by the media report, it looks very 
absurd. I cannot understand how rafting can 
cause pollution in river. Banning any activity is 
not the solution. It is an industry that provides 
jobs to almost 10,000 families,” he said.

Gurgaon resident Pradyumna Sisodia, who 
was planning to go to Rishikesh this weekend for 
rafting, said he had already booked a camp site but 
got a cancellation call from the tour operator last 
night who told him about the high court order.

“Our family was too excited for this trip but 
our bookings were cancelled at the last minute. 
I don’t have any idea about the high court or-
der but I don’t understand how rafting would 
cause pollution to the river,” he said.

Rishi Sachdeva of Cradle of Life, who runs 
campsite on the banks of Ganges in Shivpuri, 
also told PTI that the order will have a very 
negative impact on the business.

“This order will hit local markets as well. 
Mostly, the youth come to Rishikesh for camp-
ing and rafting. In their absence the local live-
lihood will be affected to a great extent. Since 
last night we have cancelled 70-80 per cent 
bookings. Our major income comes in the 
weekends but due to this order all reserva-
tions have been cancelled,” Sachdeva said.

Water rafting business in Uttarakhand is 
estimated to be generating a turnover of Rs 75-
80 crore annually and employs nearly 10,000 
people including guides, cooks, instructors 
and drivers.

Underlining the need to regulate adventure 
sports like white river rafting and paragliding, 
the Uttarakhand High Court’s division bench 
of justices Rajiv Sharma and Lokpal Singh in 
a recent order directed the state government 
to prepare a transparent policy on adventure 
sports in the state within two weeks.

Till such a policy is framed, no paragliding, 
white river rafting and other water sports shall 
be permitted in the state of Uttarakhand, the 
court said.

River rafting ban: Debate rages between adventure sports cos, environmentalists
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WRITE US: Readers are invited to 
comment on, criticise, run down, even 
appreciate if they like something in this 
paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except 
when against people responsible in this 
newspaper (who are fair game), will have 
to be ignored. Letters which carry forward 
a conversation or initiate a dialogue will 
command immediate attention and receive 
prominence.  
Mail us at: letters@summittimes.com

Improve Public Transport 
to Solve Traffi c Problems
There will after all never be enough 

parking spaces or roads

For a brief while some years ago, Gangtok ϐlirted 
with the idea of a ring road to decongest the cap-

ital’s roads. Before congestion on the roads took over 
the hill, at the time when some planning could have 
been done, the slopes of Gangtok were congested 
with constructions, and buildings are now so densely 
packed that new roads, even ring roads of any practical 
use, will need engineering miracles to come through. 
But the fact that the planners were considering even 
improbable options to make getting around Gangtok 
quicker and less frustrating proves that the trafϐic sit-
uation needs immediate addressing. Anyone who has 
travelled up to the main town area from any place fur-
ther than 6th Mile,  Taddong, has suffered trafϐic snarls 
which start jamming nowadays since as early as 9 a.m. 
The trafϐic cops are an increasingly hassled tribe in 
Gangtok, spending more energy directing trafϐic than 
checking trafϐic violations. Fact remains that trafϐic is 
now a problem for Gangtok. Maybe the quickly accept-
ed as obsolete trafϐic lights at Hospital Dara should 
be boosted back into service and more trafϐic lights 
installed at junctions which have become too heavily 
populated to be regulated by trafϐic cops alone.

Of course, it did not require this write up to bring 
home the point that trafϐic congestion is a serious 
problem; anyone who has fumed away irritating min-
utes stuck in what are now routine trafϐic jams, pray-
ing for parking space in town all the while, has lived 
the problem many times over. 

Okay, so Gangtok has a problem. What are the pos-
sible solutions then? The obvious option is more roads. 
This, however, is not really an option because there is 
no place left to carve out new arteries or bypasses in 
the capital. Wider roads then? Unlikely, for the same 
reason as the one that has shot down the chance of 
more arterial roads. The parking lots already in place 
and the more which are coming up would release 
some dead space from the roads, but the number of 
vehicles is growing at a much faster clip than parking 
is being created, so roads will remain cramped. Also, 
parking lots do not anyway do much to ease the prob-
lem of [stagnant] trafϐic on the roads. There is another 
option, controlling the number of vehicles. To restrict 
the numbers by law would be unfair, even repressive, 
so an alternative approach to discouraging impulsive 
buyers has to be worked in. 

Given the fact that more vehicles [or even the exist-
ing numbers for that matter] will require more trafϐic 
personnel on the streets and since this will cost mon-
ey, why shouldn’t those who create this requirement 
be made to pay. Since vehicles also pollute, and more 
vehicles means more pollution, and since polluting 
vehicles cannot be banned, it would only be fair that 
they pay a higher premium for the damage. Of course, 
this contribution cannot go directly into the required 
“heads” and could be collected at the time of regis-
tration. But even this Singaporean model of ‘demand 
management’ can be sidestepped by vehicle owners 
by making the purchases and registrations across the 
border. 

The only effective trafϐic management option avail-
able to Gangtok for the present and eventually for all 
of Sikkim, is an efϐicient public transport system. For 
all the city-runner services, Gangtok does not have a 
public transport that even deserves mention. What 
the planners will also need to do is stop pampering 
vehicle owners by creating more parking spaces. If the 
political will can be found to give Gangtok a reliable 
public transport service, the next thing to do would be 
to make parking very expensive in Gangtok and pen-
alties for unauthorized parking high enough to pinch. 
And then, the parking lots should be converted into 
public spaces for the young. Most of the parking lots 
were once parks used by kids, and these should be giv-
en back to them to open youth clubs, reading rooms, 
coaching centres or whatever use these blocks of con-
crete can be used for. This is more than just wishful 
thinking or impractical day-dreaming.

Just think about the amount of space that can be re-
leased and the congestion that can be ended if a truly 
efϐicient public transport system was given to Gangtok 
simultaneously with the policy initiative which makes 
parking vehicles in Gangtok extremely expensive 
and shrinks the places where visiting vehicles can be 
parked…

LUKE MESSAC, MD, PHD
theconversation.com

It’s been nearly 80 years 
since British economists 

James Meade and Richard 
Stone devised a method of 
national income accounting 
that would become the glob-
al standard. Today, we call it 
a country’s gross domestic 
product (GDP).

Their method was intend-
ed to provide a comprehen-
sive and up-to-date picture of 
an entire national economy, 
by estimating the monetary 
value of all “economic” pro-
duction that took place in a 
country in a given year. Like 
most economic statisticians of 
the day, Meade and Stone fo-
cused almost entirely on mea-
suring the value of goods and 
services that were actually bought and sold.

But a problem quickly emerged, thanks to the 
experiences and observations of a 23-year-old 
woman named Phyllis Deane. She was hired by 
Meade and Stone in 1941 to apply their method in 
a few British colonies. In present-day Malawi and 
Zambia, Deane realised that it was an error to ex-
clude unpaid household labour from GDP.

In a research paper I published recently on the 
history of the GDP, I write that Deane believed this 
convention excluded a great share of productive 
activity – especially in rural Africa. She argued that 
it was “illogical” to exclude the economic value of 
preparing and cooking food and collecting ϐire-
wood. She contended that such kinds of labour had 
historically been excluded because they were com-
monly viewed as women’s work.

To decide which activities to include in her GDP 
calculations, Deane spent months conducting vil-
lage surveys in order to measure, and include in 
GDP estimates, particularly burdensome activities 
like the collection of ϐirewood.

She concluded that if governments wanted to 
formulate policies that increased aggregate nation-
al income and ensured an equitable distribution of 
that aggregate, the contributions of all producers – 
including rural women – had to be counted.

Over the next seven decades, GDP calculations 
would not generally include unpaid (and mostly fe-
male) labour. But Deane’s work shows us this was 
not the only way to measure economic production. 
As GDP calculations come under increasing criti-
cism, we should look to her research for a way for-
ward.

INVISIBILITY OF FEMALE LABOUR
Richard Stone paid little attention to Deane’s rec-
ommendations. In 1953, he oversaw the publica-
tion of the United Nations’ ϐirst System of National 

Accounts. This report provided detailed standards 
for calculating GDP.

The system ignored Deane’s call to include un-
paid household labour. And because UN technical 
assistance programmes sought to ensure that low 
and middle-income countries followed the sys-
tem’s standards, Stone’s method had global conse-
quences. Activities which were central to every day 
life in low-income African countries – like fetching 
water, grinding corn, and weaving mats – were not 
included in national accounts.

This invisibility of female labour in national 
income accounting eventually provoked a back-
lash. While pushing for female domestic labour to 
be economically quantiϐied, scholar-activists like 
the Italian-born philosopher Silvia Federici, who 
taught for many years in Nigeria, argued that male 
“economic” production was impossible without 
women’s uncompensated “non-economic” labour.

For instance, without a wife to tend to the chil-
dren and the home, how would a male factory la-
bourer have the time or the energy to fulϐil his ste-
reotypical role as the breadwinner?

TIME RATHER THAN MONEY
Some feminist economists held a different view. 
In 1999 the New Zealand-born economist Marilyn 
Waring articulated concerns about including un-
paid labour in national accounts. Rather than using 
economic activity to measure the value of labour, 
Waring called for a different indicator: time.

Time, she explained, was “the one investment 
we all have to make”. Drawing on research she con-
ducted in rural Kenya, she argued that time-use 
surveys would demonstrate “which sex gets the 
menial, boring, low-status, and unpaid invisible 
work”.

Such surveys would show how targeted inter-
ventions, like access to clean water and efϐicient 
cooking stoves, could alleviate the drudgery of do-

mestic labour and allow bil-
lions of women to gain greater 
freedom in how they spend 
their days.

In 2008, the authors of the 
newly updated System of Na-
tional Accounts responded to 
their feminist critics by way of 
a compromise. They agreed to 
include the production of all 
goods – whether these were 
sold or not – in GDP calcula-
tions, so activities like weav-
ing mats or brewing beer 
would be included.

However, they continued 
to exclude most unpaid house-
hold services, like cooking and 
cleaning. And the revised sys-
tem ignored both Deane’s and 
Waring’s calls for more data 
on the distribution of time-
use by gender. This has caused 

ever more criticism to be levelled at the system.
In recent decades, the work of feminist eco-

nomics has shown how the methods of calculat-
ing GDP render much of women’s labour invisible. 
Meanwhile, surveys and time-use studies show the 
toll this has taken on women’s lives, particularly 
in the Global South. One recent report found that 
hundreds of millions of women worldwide have to 
walk more than a 30-minute round-trip to reach 
clean water for their families.

FUTURE OF THE GDP
A 2009 report commissioned by then French 
President Nicolas Sarkozy stated that because GDP 
is “treated as a measure of economic well-being” 
it “can lead to misleading indicators about how 
well-off people are and entail the wrong policy 
decisions”.

More recently, the World Bank pointed out that 
GDP only measures ϐlows of income but doesn’t 
tell us whether health care, education, and the 
wealth of the natural world are being built up or 
plundered. The Economist called for a “new met-
ric” of economic progress that included “unpaid 
work in the home, such as caring for relatives”.

None of these insights are new. But they do 
mark a renewed appreciation for the economic in-
dices and policies that feminist scholars have long 
favoured. For instance, Silvia Federici’s insistence 
that household labour should be paid has been at 
least partially realised in the spread of cash trans-
fer programmes across Africa.

If we want to really bring women’s work out of 
the shadows and overturn the stereotypical gender 
roles that relegate women to more than their fair 
share of household labour, we must ϐirst take the 
blinders off the GDP.

[the writer is with Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania]

Women’s unpaid work must be included in
GDP calculations: lessons from history

MIKE JEFFRIES
theconversation.com

England’s opening match 
in World Cup 2018 was a 

dramatic clash between Ga-
reth Southgate’s Young Lions 
and several million gnats, not 
to mention Tunisia’s wrestling 
footballers. England pulled a 
win out of the bag at the last 
minute – but only after a gru-
elling ϐight with some deter-
mined insects. Those plucky 
gnats also had to ϐight off the 
insecticide treatments of near-
by swamps and insect repellent 
sprays deployed by the team 
and the media.

I suppose this could open 
up new possibilities for prod-
uct endorsement – in addition to the 
usual shampoo and shaving adverts 
– if you need to shave your chest and 
remove any unsightly insect life that 
might have got stuck to you during a 
game.

But, despite the bad press, these 
swarms of midges are a very heart-
ening sight. The last year has seen 
a series of reports spotlighting the 
grim decline of insect abundance in 
Europe (notably long-term data from 
Germany) which has provoked head-
lines of ecological Armageddon and 
a fond nostalgia for the days of bug-
ϐilled countryside jaunts.

The trouble is that while bees and 
butterϐlies readily gain our sympathy, 
other vital groups that do much of the 
pollinating and other crucial work 
that helps keep the planet turning 
have a dodgier reputation. Of all the 
bugs, it is ϐlies that may be the hard-
est to like. The ones that generally at-
tract our attention sit around on poo, 

vomit on our food or bite us for blood.
Flies can take little solace from 

their place in high culture. Shake-
speare points out their appetite for 
public casual sex (King Lear, Act 4), 
while the Old Testament threatens 
plagues on multiple occasion in Exo-
dus, or the Book of Isiah where they 
are summoned from the furthest riv-
ers (which at least shows an appreci-
ation of the powers of gnat dispersal).

But we dismiss ϐlying “pests” at 
our peril – and the Volgograd pitch 
invaders may be a particularly im-
portant group for our welfare – if we 
can work out what they are.

The precise identiϐication of the 
pesky Volgograd Diptera (ϐly) is un-
certain: are they mosquitoes, midg-
es or gnats? The general abundance 
and behaviour suggests midges – but 
midges come in many forms. In much 
of the northern temperate world 
the biting midges of the family Cer-
atopogondiae are notorious. The UK 
version – the Highland Midge – is 

credited with scaring away tourists 
from Scotland. They are tiny but de-
termined females in search of a blood 
meal. They get in ears, eyes and noses 
and make them a tickling mess.

However the Volgograd midg-
es seem bigger, almost beautiful as 
they sparkled in the setting sun, 
much more like Chironomidae – so 
called non-biting midges. Lacking 
the bloodthirsty reputation of their 
biting cousins, it is easy to take the 
Chironomidae for granted – but they 
deserve our thanks.

FIGHTING POLLUTION
In countries with sewage treatment 
works it is Chironomidae larvae that 
do much of the sewage processing, 
preventing the gross pollution of wa-
terways. Sewage treatment common-
ly involves ϐiltering out the larger 
debris we ϐlush away, then dribbling 
the resulting liquid slowly through 
large gravel beds. In these gravel 
beds, billions of midge larvae feast 
on the organic soup, turning much of 

our waste in midge biomass. 
This is why sewage plants are 
often prized by bird watchers 
as the sheer quantity of ϐlies 
that eventually emerge make a 
great food source, attracting all 
sorts of avian visitors.

The midge’s larvae are 
tough. Some species hang on 
in severely degraded rivers, fa-
miliar as “blood worms” – vivid 
red because of haemoglobin in 
their bodies to glean the limit-
ed oxygen from the mud. Each 
midge may be tiny but hatching 
numbers are colossal. East Af-
rican rift valley lakes may seem 
to smoke as rising clouds of 
Chironomidae emerge.

The massive swarms can 
be harvested, squished into midge-
balls and eaten by lakeside villagers. 
Midge swarms seem to show remark-
able collective manoeuvres, individ-
ual midges adjusting velocity and di-
rection response to their immediate 
neighbours, detecting shifts up to at 
least a centimetre away (although 
studies do not account for the impact 
of footballers waving their hands 
about).

Evening is prime time for swarms 
as males dance in the hope of attract-
ing a mate, so the Volgograd kick-off 
was perfectly timed to attract midge 
trouble as millions of males, newly 
emerged and looking their best, hit 
the town. Let’s not be too down on 
midges. The 2-1 scoreline will en-
courage England fans. For those who 
appreciate ϐlies, the dancing swarms 
will also gladden the heart.

[the writer is Associate 
Professor, Ecology, Northum-

bria University, Newcastle]

In praise of the midges pestering
footballers in the World Cup

England stars do battle with midges before the opener against Tunisia in World Cup 2018.
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Cooperation Department 
Government of Sikkim

Sahakari Bhawan
Tadong – 737102

No.... Dated:  / 06/2018

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST 
FOR CONSULTANCY SERVICES

Cooperation Department, Government of Sikkim, invites eligible 
consultancy fi rms to prepare Detailed Project Report to implement 
Integrated Cooperation Development Projects (ICDP) in four (04) 
Districts of Sikkim.
Detailed Project Report to be prepared in consultation with Re-
gional Offi  ce, National Cooperative Development Corporation 
(NCDC), Kolkata.
Expression of Interest in three (3) copies must be delivered to the 
address below within twenty one (21) days from the date of this 
publication.
Further, information can be obtained at the address below during 
offi  ce hours, 10:00 to 16:00 hours on working days.

Sd/-
The Joint Registrar

Cooperation Department
Government of Sikkim

Sahakari Bhawan, Tadong.
R.O. No. 153/ipr/pub/Classi./18-19 dt. 21.6.2018

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
HOME DEPARTMENT

MANAN BHAWAN, GANGTOK, SIKKIM 737101
PRESS RELEASE FOR NEXT RIMC ADMISSION TEST IN DEC 2018. 

PRESS INFORMATION BUREAU (DEFENCE WING) GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
1.  The Rashtriya Indian Military college is an Inter-Services Institution and a Category ‘A’ establishment of the Min-

istry of Defence. The College was established in 1922 with the primary aim of preparing the boys for entry into 
Defence Services and to provide quality all round education to young boys.

2. Applications are invited for boys only for admission to Class VIII in the Rashtriya Military College (RIMC), Dehra-
dun (UK) for Jul 2019 Term which will be conducted at selected centres on 01(Sat) and 02 (Sun) Dec 2018.

3. Entry Age. Candidates (boys only) appearing for the above test should not be less than 111/2 years in age but 
should not have attained the age of 13 years as on 01 Jul 2019, i.e., they should have been born not earlier than 
02 Jul 2006 and not later than 01 Jan 2008.

4. Educational Qualifi cations. Candidates should either be studying in Class VII or passed Class VII from any recog-
nized school at the time of admission to the RIMC, i.e on 01 Jul 2019.

5.  Scheme of Examination. The examination comprises of:-
 (a) Written Examination. The written part of the examination will consist of three papers, namely English (1000-

1200 hrs) and Mathematics (1400-1530 hrs) shall be conducted on 01 (Sat) Dec 2018 and General Knowledge 
paper (1000-1100 hrs) on 02 (Sun) Dec 2018. Minimum pass marks in each paper is 50%.

 (b) Viva Voce. The interview date shall be 04(Thu) Apr 2019, and interview will be held for only those candidates 
who qualify in the written exam, Minimum pass marks in the interview is 50% and the date, venue for interview will 
be intimated to them by respective States by fi rst week of Mar 2019. Intelligence and personality of the candidates 
will be tested i the interview.

 (c) Medical Examination. All the candidates qualifi ed after interview will undergo a medical examination at select-
ed Military hospitals and only those candidates found medically fi t will be considered for selection and admission 
to the RIMC. The medical examination of the candidates forms only a part of the system of selection and does not 
imply the fi nal selection.

Note:
• As per the Government of India, Ministry of Defence letter No A/36105/GS/MT-6/D(GS-II) dated 03 Sep 2014, 

the wards of Central Government employees can undertake their exam and viva-voce at the place of posting 
of employee/ domicile state. However, their domicile will be as per original domicile state and accordingly, their 
candidature will also be considered as per the state of domicile.

• The Interviews will be held for only those candidates who pass the written exam; their list will be sent to the 
respective State Governments by RIMC after approval of MT Directorate.

• It is mandatory for all the selected candidates (including candidates from all India Reserve Merit List, if selected) 
to join RIMC within 10 days of commencement of term as per the joining instructions, if the selected candidate 
fails to join within 10 days, his candidature will be cancelled and next reserve candidate will be called to join.

• Vacancies for Jul Term 2019, in all respect will be fi lled by 30 Jul 2019. No candidate will be allowed to join 
RIMC after 30 Jul 2019 under any circumstances (incl. medical). 

• Results and joining instructions will be regularly updated on RIMC website. It is candidate’s responsibility to 
check the status regularly.

6.  Examination Centres. Examination centres are generally located in the state capitals or in cities/towns as adver-
tised.

7. Fee. Fees at RIMC is heavily subsidized by the Central Govt. The fee is presently Rs. 42,400/-per year. It may 
increase from time to time. At the time of entry a Security Deposit of Rs.20,000/- is to be made. This is refunded 
when the boy passes out.

8. Scholarships. Scholarships are granted by various state Govts to meritorious students. The amount of scholarships 
varies from state to state and is in between Rs. 10,000/- to Rs.20,000/- per annum. Continuation of Scholarship once 
granted by the state is subject to merit, income and discipline of the cadet and his performance during the year.

9. The Application Forms. The prospectus-cum-application form and booklet of old question papers can be obtained 
from The Rashtriya Indian Military College, Garhi Cantt, Dehradun, Uttarakhand, Pin- 248003 through speed post 
by forwarding self addressed slip and an account payee bank demand draft of Rs.600/- for General Candidates 
Rs.555/- for SC/ST candidates along with Caste Certifi cate. The demand draft will be made in favour of “THE COM-
MANDANT RIMC DEHRADUN”, DRAWEE BRANCH, STATE BANK OF INDIA, TEL BHAVAN, DEHRADUN, (BANK 
CODE-01576), UTTARAKHAND. The address should be TYPED / WRITTEN clearly in CAPITAL LETTERS with pin 
code and contact number.  The delay on part of postal department is not the responsibility of this institution.

Note:
• The application forms issued by RIMC only shall be valid. Locally printed / Photocopied and without RIMC 

hologram (Seal) forms shall not be accepted.
• No refund of the application fee on any condition.

10. Last Date. Applications in duplicate on prescribed form accompanied by documents to be attached with appli-
cation form two passport size photographs, Domicile Certifi cate of the candidate, Birth Certifi cate (issued by 
Municipal Corporation / Gram Panchayat, SC, ST Certifi cate and Certifi cate from principal of the School in original 
with photograph on it attested stating date of birth and in which Class studying. Application forms should reach the 
respective State Governments (as specifi ed in the press note) of which their parents/guardians are domicile of, by 
30 Sep 2018. The wards of Central Government employees, in order to verify the antecedents of such candidates, 
the State (where such candidates intend taking the written test) are free to ask for service certifi cates over and 
above the routine documentation. The States where the candidates appear must also satisfy themselves with 
respect to place of duty of the parent/guardian. Other than the above, states are to ensure that no other candidate 
must be allowed to appear for the written examination in a state other than which the candidate is domicile of. 
Kindly note the application forms must be sent to the State Govts and not to the Rashtriya India Military College, 
Dehradun, Uttarakhand. 

Ro.No. 152/ipr/pub/classi./18-19 dt. 20.6.2018

S , J  22 (PTI): The 
opposition Congress lost the 
status of the single largest 
party in Meghalaya Legisla-
tive Assembly after one of its 
MLAs, Martin M Danggo, quit 
his membership in the House.

It has effectively left the Con-
gress strength to 20, equal to 
that of the ruling National Peo-
ple’s Party (NPP), which is run-
ning a coalition government in 
the north-eastern state with the 
BJP and some regional parties.

The election for the 
60-member Meghalaya Assem-
bly was held in February last. 
Danggo submitted his resigna-
tion to Deputy Speaker Timothy 
D Shira in the absence of Speak-
er Donkupar Roy late last night.

“I hereby tender my resig-
nation of my seat in the assem-
bly from Ranikor (ST) assem-
bly constituency with effect 

from June 21, 2018,” he said in 
his resignation letter.

He also intimated state 
Congress president of his de-
cision to resign as the MLA as 
well from the primary mem-
bership of the party.

“As per the desire of my peo-
ple, I have tendered my resigna-
tion as MLA with effect from 
June 21, 2018,” Danggo said in 
his letter to PCC president.

“Therefore, with deep sor-
row and regret in my heart, I 

am also resigning from the pri-
mary membership of Congress 
along with all positions that I 
am holding in the party with 
effect from June 21,” he said.

Danggo, the ϐive-time Con-
gress MLA from Ranikor in 
South West Khasi Hills district, 
is likely to join the ruling Na-
tional People’s Party (NPP), 
sources close to him said.

The Congress MLA had an-
nounced his decision to join the 
NPP in a public meeting attended 
by Chief Minister Conrad Sangma 
in his constituency recently, after 
Sangma accepted the long-pend-
ing demand to upgrade Ranikor 
as a civil sub-division.

Home Minister James K 
Sangma conϐirmed the resig-
nation of Danggo, saying it has 
been accordingly accepted.

After announcing on June 
12 that he would quit, Danggo 

had put on hold his resignation 
following the cancellation of a 
cabinet meeting that was sup-
posed to clear a proposal to 
set up a subdivision at Ranikor. 
The meeting was postponed 
as the chief minister was not 
keeping well.

Danggo submitted his res-
ignation late last night.

With the latest develop-
ment, the Congress strength in 
the House has been reduced to 
20, same as the ruling NPP.

The ruling Meghalaya Dem-
ocratic Alliance (MDA) compris-
es 20 MLAs of NPP, 7 of United 
Democratic Party (UDP), four of 
newly-formed Peoples Demo-
cratic Front (PDF), and two each 
of BJP and Hill State Peoples 
Democratic Party (HSPDP).

The NCP, with one MLA, 
and two independents are also 
supporting the government.

Cong MLA resigns; party loses ‘single
largest party’ tag in Meghalaya

I , J  22 (PTI): 
Arunachal Pradesh 
bagged the ‘SKOCH Or-
der-of Merit’ Award for 
the Measles-Rubella 
Vaccination campaign 
and also for the Chief 
Ministers Free Cancer 
Chemotherapy Scheme 
being implemented in 
the state.

The award was con-
ferred to the state at the 
52nd SKOCH Summit 
held at New Delhi on 

Thursday, an ofϐicial re-
lease said here today.

The award conferred 
by Skoch Group in recog-
nition of the services pro-
vided to the people was 
received by Special Sec-
retary, Health and Family 
Welfare, Dr Tapasya Ra-
ghav, it said.

Skoch Group is a 
think-tank dealing with 
socio-economic issues 
with a focus on inclusive 
growth since 1997.

Arunachal bags 
Skoch award 

for vaccination 
campaign

G , J  22 (PTI): 
The ϐlood situation in 
Assam continued to im-
prove today, although 
three more persons lost 
their lives, taking the 
death toll in ϐlood-related 
incidents in the state to 
24, the Assam State Di-
saster Management Au-
thority (ASDMA) said.

Over 3.67 lakh people 
in ϐive districts were still 
reeling under the deluge, 
it added.

According to the ASD-
MA, three persons died 
in ϐlood-related incidents 
in the last 24 hours.

Of the three, two died 
at Sadar and Katigorah 
in Cachar district respec-
tively, while the third 
person died at Nilamba-
zar in Karimganj district.

With this, the death 
toll had gone up to 24, 
including three persons 

losing their lives due to 
landslides, in the ϐirst 
wave of ϐloods this year, 
the ASDMA said.

It added that over 
3.67 lakh people were af-
fected in Dhemaji, Hojai, 
Cachar, Karimganj and 
Hailakandi districts.

According to the ASD-
MA report issued today, 
Karimganj is the worst 
hit with more than 1.62 
lakh people affected, fol-
lowed by Cachar with 
over 1.51 lakh affected 
people.

As many as 449 vil-
lages were under water 
and 1,898 hectares of 
crop area was damaged, 
the report said.

It added that the au-
thorities had set up 211 
relief camps and distri-
bution centres in four 
districts, where 39,760 
people had taken shelter.

3 more dead;
overall ϐlood situation 

improves in Assam

K , J  22 (PTI): 
The ruling Trinamool 
Congress today accused 
the state BJP of trying 
to disturb the peace and 
stability of West Bengal 
by making provocative 
statements against its 
cadre.

TMC secretary gener-
al Partha Chatterjee said 
the BJP for the last few 
years have been trying to 
disturb peace and stabili-
ty in the state.

“They have been do-
ing such things just to 
gain political foothold in 
Bengal. But the people of 
Bengal will never accept 
a party which propagates 
communal division,” he 
said.

Chatterjee said, “First 
they(BJP) tried their 
hand in creating com-
munal tensions and now 
they are making provoca-
tive statements. But they 
won’t succeed in their in-
tensions.”

Chatterjee’s comment 
comes in the backdrop of 

West Bengal BJP presi-
dent Dilip Ghosh recent 
utterance that his party 
would not take it lying 
down if its workers were 
attacked by the TMC.

Threatening “direct 
encounters,”, he had said 
“We are counting the 
bullets which killed our 
workers.”

“We have seen many 
goondas. There is a limit 
to tolerance (to such at-
tacks). We have not given 
any bond that we will of-
fer them (TMC) rasogolla 
(sweet) even if they at-

BJP trying to disturb peace and stability of Bengal: TMC

tack us. There will be re-
taliation”, Ghosh had said 
at a public meeting in 
north Bengal on June 19.

Hitting back, Chat-

terjee said the BJP is 
“miles away” from the 
seat of power in West 
Bengal and is threaten-
ing to launch encounters. 

“From such statements 
the people of Bengal can 
understand the kind of 
intolerant outϐit BJP is,” 
he added.

Chief Minister and 
TMC supremo Mamata 
Banerjee had yesterday 
called BJP a “militant or-
ganisation,” and alleged 
that it is engaged in di-
viding the people along 
religious lines while dar-
ing it to attack her party.

“We are not a mil-
itant organisation like 
the BJP. They are arro-
gant and intolerant. They 
are religiously biased. 
They don’t like Muslims, 

Christians, Sikhs - they 
are even differentiating 
between the upper caste 
and the lower caste Hin-
dus,” Banerjee, a known 
critic of the saffron party, 
had said at the extended 
core committee meeting 
of the TMC.

Lashing out at the 
BJP, she had said, “They 
(BJP) are threatening to 
carry out encounters. 
Just because they are 
in power in Delhi, they 
are talking about hurl-
ing bombs. I dare them 
to come and touch us. 
We will show them their 
place.”

G , J  22 (PTI): 
Babul Dey of Tinsukia Di-
vision created history yes-
terday when he stepped 
into the 12423 Dibru-
garh-New Delhi Rajdhani 
Express as the ϐirst Train 
Captain of the Northeast 
Frontier Railway.

To improve onboard 
services and redress pas-
sengers’ grievances, NF 
Railway has introduced 
‘Train Captain’ in premi-
um trains from yesterday.

NF Railway Chief 
Public Relations Ofϐicer 

Pranav Jyoti Sharma said: 
“The Train Captain will be 
overall in-charge of the 
train and will be respon-
sible for ensuring all ame-
nities provided by rail-
ways to the passenger.”

The Train Captain will 
look into various ameni-
ties such as cleanliness of 
coaches and toilets, avail-
ability of water and work-
ing of electrical ϐittings 
like lights, fans, charging 
points, he added.

“The Railway Board 
has decided to intro-

duce the concept of a 
single person as leader 
-- Train Captain, who 
will be responsible for 
coordinating with all on-
board teams dealing with 
housekeeping, catering, 
electrical, mechanical and 
RPF/GRP squad during 
the complete journey of 
the train,” Sharma said.

The Train Captain will 
be provided a badge and 
all onboard personnel 
from either railways or 
outsourced agencies will 
have to report to him.

NF Railway introduces Train 
Captain in Rajdhani Express
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Ker soccer fan 
leaves home 
on suicide 
mission 
upset over 
Argentina’s 
defeat
K  (K ), J  
22 (PTI): Upset over Ar-
gentina’s poor showing 
in the ongoing football 
world cup, a 30-year-old 
ardent fan of the South 
American team has left 
his home here, saying in a 
note he was going to end 
his life, police said today.

A search was on for 
Dinu Alex, missing since 
he left his home at near-
by Arumanoor village 
last night after Argen-
tina suffered a 0-3 rout 
against Croatia. In a sui-
cide note, found in his 
room, Alex has said he 
was upset with Argenti-
na’s defeat and was going 
to end his life, police said.

Police said they along 
with Fire and Rescue ser-
vice personnel were also 
searching in a nearby 
river as a sniffer dog ran 
up to the river bank and 
stopped there.

Father of Alex said 
his son was a great fan 
of Lionel Messi, captain 
of Argentina, which has 
just one point from two 
games in so far in the 
world cup in Russia.

This means Argenti-
na will probably have to 
beat Nigeria in their last 
game and hope other 
results go their way to 
avoid elimination.

B  (N ), J  22 
(PTI): The Indian hockey team 
would be aiming for a fresh start, 
putting behind the disappointment 
of a poor Commonwealth Games 
campaign, when it begins its pursuit 
of a maiden Champions Trophy title, 
taking on arch-rivals Pakistan in the 
opening clash, here tomorrow.

Asian champions India have nev-
er won the Champions Trophy in its 
last 36 editions but will be hoping to 
claim the feat in the tournament’s 
last edition here.

The best India has fared in the 
tournament was the runners-up ϐin-
ish at the 2016 event in London, los-
ing to Australia in a shoot-out.

Claiming the title would be easi-
er said than done for the eight-time 
Olympic champions as they come 
into the tournament on the back of 
a disastrous campaign at the Gold 
Coast Commonwealth Games, where 
they ϐinished fourth.

The disappointing ϐinish trig-
gered a change in head coach’s po-
sition with Harendra Singh taking 
charge from Dutchman Sjoerd Mar-
ijne, who moved back to his old posi-
tion as coach of the Indian women’s 
team.

World’s best six teams com-
pete in the Champions Trophy and 
this year’s line-up include reign-
ing Olympic champions Argentina, 
world no.1 Australia, Belgium, hosts 
Netherlands, Pakistan besides India.

India will open against Pakistan 
before taking on Argentina (on June 
24), Australia (June 27), Belgium 
(June 28) and Netherlands (June 30).

Even though India (6th) are 
way ahead of Pakistan (13th) in the 
world rankings, but there is hard-
ly any gap between the two teams 
when it comes to the head-to-head 
contests.

India-Pakistan encounters on the 
hockey turf have always been full of 
drama and controversies with adren-

aline running high on both the sides.
And come tomorrow it won’t be 

any different as both the neighbours 
would be eager to prove the other 
wrong.

Going by ranking and results of 
late, India will start favourites.

Over the past year, India had en-
joyed convincing victories over Pa-
kistan right from the ϐinal of Asian 
Champions Trophy in 2016 followed 
by a dominant double victory in the 
Hockey World League Semi-Final in 
London 2017 and the Asia Cup in 
Dhaka where India lifted the title af-
ter 10 years.

But under former India coach 
and High Performance Manager, Ro-
elant Oltmans, Pakistan surprised 
India by scoring a late equaliser to 
earn a draw in the Commonwealth 
Games this year.

Incidentally, it was the ϐirst 
match of the tournament and pen-
alty corners will be Pakistan’s pre-
ferred weapon yet again.

For Harendra, who took over 
coaching of the senior team for a 
third time following his last stint 
in 2009, it will be his ϐirst real test 
ahead of important tournaments like 
the Asian Games and the season-end-

ing World Cup in Bhubaneswar later 
this year.

“Getting off to a winning start 
is vital because it sets the momen-
tum for the rest of the tournament. 
There will be no room for emotions 
when we take on Pakistan. The team 
will play against them like any other 
team where we go for three points,” 
a strict Harendra said on the eve of 
the match.

“We have prepared well for this 
tournament and are conϐident of a 
good performance. Our focus will be 
on playing according to our struc-
ture and executing our strategies 

against each opponent without mak-
ing any errors.”

In Gold Coast, India ϐielded a lot 
of youngsters dropping a senior like 
Sardar Singh, but Harendra is in no 
mood to continue with the experi-
mentation and has selected a strong 
squad purely on the basis of form in 
the recent national camp.

Goalkeeper PR Sreejesh has got 
the captaincy from Manpreet Singh, 
while SV Sunil and Sardar, who is 
just two games away from reaching 
300 international caps, has been re-
called to the side.

The 2014 Champions Trophy 
silver medallists Pakistan may have 
ϐinished seventh at the CWG, but that 
result hides the fact that they went 
through the event completely un-
beaten.

Four draws in the pool phase -- 
against Wales, India, England and 
Malaysia respectively -- saw Paki-
stan ϐinish fourth in their ϐive-team 
pool, putting them in the 7-8 classi-
ϐication match where they defeated 
Canada 3-1.

But the founding nation of the 
Champions Trophy, Pakistan will 
be determined to add to the titles 
that they claimed in 1978, 1980 and 
1994 -- victories that all came on 
home soil, in Lahore (1978 / 1994) 
and Karachi (1980) respectively.

Pakistan’s squad selected by Olt-
mans is a blend of experience and 
youth, with captain Muhammad Riz-
wan Sr being one of eight players to 
have surpassed the 100 internation-
al appearances milestone.

Shafqat Rasool is the most 
capped player in the group with 190 
senior international appearances.

In other matches of the opening 
day, home favourites and European 
champions Netherlands will play 
Olympic and Pan American champi-
ons Argentina, while reigning cham-
pions Australia will take on Olympic 
silver-medallists Belgium.

India aim for maiden CT title; play Pakistan in opener

N  D , J  22 
(PTI): Concerned by a 
spate of run fests recent-
ly, Indian cricket icon 
Sachin Tendulkar has 
criticised the use of two 
new balls in ODIs, saying 
it is “a perfect recipe for 
disaster”.

Mostly a reticent 
commentator, Tendulkar 
shared his point of view 
after watching England 
batsmen go on a ram-
page against Australia in 
the last two ODIs.

“Having 2 new balls in 
one day cricket is a per-
fect recipe for disaster as 
each ball is not given the 
time to get old enough 
to reverse. We haven’t 
seen reverse swing, an 
integral part of the death 
overs, for a long time,” 
Tendulkar tweeted from 
his ofϐicial handle.

England posted a 
world record 481 for 6 
against Australia in the 
third ODI, bettering their 

own record of 444 vs Pa-
kistan. In the next ODI, En-
gland chased down a tar-
get of 312 inside 45 overs.

Tendulkar’s view 
was endorsed by Paki-
stan’s legendary master 
of reverse swing Waqar 
Younis.

“Reason why we don’t 
produce many attack-
ing fast bowlers..They all 
very defensive in their 
approach...always look-
ing for change ups..totally 
agree with you @sachin_
rt reverse swing is almost 

vanished,” Younis tweet-
ed in response Tendulkar.

The ICC had intro-
duced two new balls from 
two ends after amending 
it’s playing rules back in 
October 2011.

Interestingly, BCCI 
was one board that pro-
tested the move ques-
tioning the diminishing 
role of spinners due to 
this new rule tweak.

However, ICC has 
stuck to it in its efforts 
to make the game bats-
man-friendly.

The logic given was 
the discolouration of the 
white ball during the end 
of the innings and bats-
men not being able to 
sight it properly especially 
in the dusty sub-continen-
tal conditions under lights.

The current rule means 
that the white kookaburra 
is bowled for only 25 overs 
from one end.

Therefore when the 
spinners, who are in-
troduced in the middle 
overs, are handed the 
ball, they effectively bowl 
with a ball that is hardly 
8 to 9 overs old.

Even by the time, a 
spinner ϐinishes his spell, 
the ball is still only 20 
overs old.

Therefore, unlike ear-
lier era, the ball doesn’t 
get soft, which would 
make it difϐicult for the 
batsmen to hit through 
the line like they do now-
adays at the back-end of 
the innings.

L , J  22 (AFP): Australia 
paceman Joe Mennie became the 
ϐirst player to be substituted out of 
a match in English cricket’s County 
Championship under new concus-
sion guidelines after suffering a blow 
to the head.

The 29-year-old Mennie was 
withdrawn after bowling for Lan-
cashire away to Worcestershire in 
a First Division match when a drive 
from opposing overseas player Mar-
tin Guptill, the New Zealand bats-
man, hit him on the bounce as he 
followed through.

Mennie, whose lone Test appear-
ance for Australia was against South 
Africa at Hobart in November 2016, 
received prolonged on-ϐield treat-
ment before walking off at New Road 
during the second day of a scheduled 
four.

Lancashire subsequently in-
formed the match cricket liaison of-
ϐicer, Richard Ellison, of their inten-
tion to withdraw Mennie from the 

remainder of the ϐixture.
Former Kent and England swing 

bowler Ellison approved Lan-
cashire’s request to replace Mennie 
with Danny Lamb, who was trav-
elling down from Manchester on 
Thursday.

Traditionally, substitutes in 
cricket have only been allowed to 
ϐield, rather than bat or bowl.

But this season, the England and 
Wales Cricket Board has introduced 
a new concussion substitute rule 
which allows teams to name a like-
for-like replacement, following med-
ical examination and subject to the 
approval of the CLO.

Lancashire’s concerns over Men-
nie, who has also played two one-
day internationals for Australia, 

were particularly acute given he suf-
fered a fractured skull while with the 
Sydney Sixers when hit on the head 
in the nets by a shot from Michael 
Lumb.

“Joe has taken quite a nasty im-
pact on the side of the head just 
above the temple, quite a heavy 
blow,” said Lancashire assistant 
coach Mark Chilton.

“That causes an immediate con-
cern for everyone.

“At some point tonight (Thurs-
day) he will undergo his concussion 
tests but at this minute it is just be-
ing considered as a head injury,” 
Chilton added.

“He was conscious all the time 
but clearly not very well and pretty 
dazed by it and his head is sore. He 
is much better now and has shown 
signs of signiϐicant improvement.

“We took an early view because 
of the severity of the impact that we 
have to withdraw Joe from the game. 
There is very clear protocol to fol-

low.”
Mennie’s injury capped a des-

perate day for Lancashire, who suf-
fered a ϐirst-innings collapse before 
Worcestershire captain Daryl Mitch-
ell made his second century of the 
match.

Meanwhile Guptill made 111 
-- the ϐirst time a Worcestershire 
player had scored a Championship 
century on their debut since Phil 
Jaques against Surrey at The Oval in 
2006.

Guptill hit 10 fours and four six-
es in a blistering century before he 
was trapped lbw to Tom Bailey, with 
Mitchell going on to make 163 fol-
lowing his ϐirst-innings 118.

Earlier, Worcestershire seamer 
Ed Barnard managed the extraordi-
nary feat of dismissing ϐive batsmen 
for ducks during a return of ϐive for 
34 in 16 overs.

At stumps, Worcestershire led 
by a commanding 478 runs with six 
wickets standing.

Australia’s Mennie first player ‘subbed out’ of English county game

Two new balls in ODIs is recipe for disaster: Tendulkar

N  D , J  22 
(PTI): Former chairman 
of selectors Sandeep Pa-
til may have been scath-
ing in his criticism for 
YoYo test being a bench-
mark for getting into the 
Indian team but head 
coach Ravi Shastri and 
skipper Virat Kohli made 
their stand clear -- you 
pass the test, you play for 
India.

While Shastri in his 
inimitable manner was 
clear that YoYo test is 
here to stay, Kohli said 
that one should look at it 
as a “hard call” that ben-
eϐits the team rather than 
being emotional.

Recently, one of IPL’s 
top scorers Ambati Rayu-
du failed to clear the 16.1 
mark despite scoring 
600 plus runs in IPL. This 
sparked a debate with 
former selection com-
mittee chairman Patil 
openly questioning the 
policy decision.

When Shastri was 
asked at the team’s 
pre-departure media in-
teraction ahead of the UK 
tour, he was straight for-
ward in his response.

“You have a certain 
ability but if you are ϐit 
then you can enhance it. 
That’s why we empha-
sise on YoYo test. If any-
one thinks that this is a 
one-off thing, he is sadly 
mistaken. He can take a 
walk,” Shastri said in his 
typical no-nonsense style.

“Philosophy is simple 
-- you pass you play, you 
fail, you fail. This is not 
going to go anywhere. 
The captain leads from 
the front, selectors are 
on same page, entire 
team management is on 
the same page and boys 
have responded tremen-
dously well,” the former 
India captain made it 
clear as to where he 

stood on the issue.
Speaking in the same 

vein, Kohli cited an ex-
ample as to how the YoYo 
test parameter has been a 
proof of stamina and en-
durance for a fast bowler 
like Jasprit Bumrah.

“People might not be 
able to see a small thing 
that happens when you 
play a particular Test 
match but I think that 
makes a massive differ-

ence,” Kohli said.
“We are a team that 

wants to travel well. Jas-
prit Bumrah was bowling 
144 kmph in his last spell 
during the ϐinal Test. 
That’s when one’s ϐitness 
comes in. When you have 
people who are ϐit, hun-
gry and ready, then you 
are not only competing 
but also winning match-
es,” the skipper added.

“Either you get emo-

tional and let go (chuck) 
a policy or taking hard 
calls and moving ahead 
with the system. All those 
things have come to-
gether nicely and we are 
looking forward towards 
playing some real hard 
cricket. We are looking 
forward towards playing 
difϐicult cricket as that’s 
the only way we will be 
able to test ourselves as 
a team,” Kohli signed off.

You pass YoYo test, you play for India,
says Shastri, Kohli endorses
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W , J  22 (PTI): 
The Indian mission in the US 
has established contact with 
two immigration detention 
centres where nearly 100 
Indians, mostly from Punjab, 
are detained for illegally en-
tering the country through 
its southern border.

According to ofϐicials, 
around 40-45 Indians are at 
a federal detention centre in 
the Southern American State 
of New Mexico while 52 Indi-
ans, mostly Sikhs and Chris-
tians, are held in Oregon.

The Indian Embassy in a 
statement said it has estab-
lished contacts with both the 
detention facilities.

“A consular ofϐicial has 
visited the detention facility 
in Oregon and another one is 
scheduled to visit the deten-
tion facility in New Mexico. 
We are monitoring the situa-
tion,” the the statement said.

More than a dozen of them 
are being held at the New 

Mexico centre for months. 
And the rest of the Indians 
were brought to this deten-
tion centre about a week ago.

Most of the detainees at 
the federal facilities are ask-
ing for asylum claiming that 
they “experienced violence 
or persecution” in their home 
country.

Satnam Singh Chahal, of 
the North American Punjabi 
Association (NAPA), believes 
that thousands of Indians, 
with overwhelming majority 
of them being from Punjab, are 
languishing in jails in the US.

According to information 
obtained by NAPA through 
Freedom of Information Act 

(FOIA) between three years 
of 2013, 2014 and 2015, more 
than 27,000 Indians were ap-
prehended at the US border. Of 
these, over 4,000 were women 
and 350 were children.

Many of them, it is report-
ed, are still languishing in jails.

According to a FOIA re-
quest in 2015, more than 900 

Indians were in various fed-
eral prisons on charges of il-
legally staying in the country.

Chahal alleged that there 
is a nexus of human trafϐick-
ers, ofϐicials and politicians 
in Punjab, who encourage 
young Punjabis to leave their 
homes to illegally enter the 
US and charge Rs 35-50 lakhs 
from each individual.

“Human trafϐicking is a 
criminal act which affects 
the global community and 
consequently Punjabis are 
too victims of this episode. 
The Punjabis enthusiasm to 
migrate to afϐluent countries 
in search of greener pastures 
has given the trafϐickers to 
exploit them,” he said.

“Using different modus 
operandi, people of differ-
ent back grounds involved in 
human trafϐicking and often 
put the lives of their clients 
in considerable danger. Fail-
ure to reach their promised 
destination leads to deporta-

tion, exploitation, indebted-
ness, imprisonment and even 
death,” he rued.

He urged the Punjab gov-
ernment to strictly enforce 
human trafϐicking laws that 
have been passed by the State 
Assembly in recent years.

According to immigration 
attorney Akansha Kalra the 
largest number of Indians 
who enter the US illegally are 
from Punjab and Gujarat.

Sharing her experience 
from her practice at an event 
organised by the Hindu 
American Foundation ear-
ly this week, Kalra said that 
young Indians in 20s are 
crossing the border.

“They pay around Rs 35-
40 lakhs to human smugglers 
just to help them cross the 
border. With this kind of ad-
ministration’s policy, hope-
fully they would get deterred 
by it. But so far they keep 
on coming,” she said during 
fourth annual HAF Policy 

Conference at the US Capitol.
“They (Punjabi boys) use 

the same script that was used 
in the 80s,” she said, narrat-
ing the experience of her 
visits to one of these deten-
tion centres in Pennsylvania, 
which has several of illegal 
Indians being detained.

Most of these Indians get 
nabbed at the Mexico border, 
get processed in Texas and 
then shipped out to the Penn-
sylvania detention centre, 
which is one of the largest 
of such detention facilities in 
the US.

President Donald Trump 
yesterday reversed his con-
troversial decision on immi-
gration by signing an exec-
utive order to end the sepa-
ration of immigrant families 
on the US-Mexico border, fol-
lowing widespread protests 
against the move of his ad-
ministration to separate chil-
dren from their parents who 
illegally enter the country.

Nearly 100 Indians held at 2 detention centres in US, India establishes contact

An Afghan ofϐicial says Taliban ϐighters killed 16 militia loyal to the government in an early morning ambush in northern Badghis province. 
Abdul Aziz Beg, head of the Badghis Provincial Council, says the militia force came under attack early today as they arrived to help local 

police, who had been attacked by Taliban insurgents in the Ab Kamari district. In southern Kandahar province, Taliban ϐighters attacked a 
private Afghan construction company kidnapping 13 employees and 20 security personnel, said Zia Durrani, provincial police spokesman. 
Four border police were killed and one wounded in the ϐighting in Spin Boldak, near the border with Pakistan. The Taliban have stepped up 
attacks since ending a three-day cease ϐire last weekend and have rejected President Ashraf Ghani’s offer to extend the truce.

L , J  22 (AFP): 
Aviation giant Airbus has 
warned it could pull out of 
Britain if it leaves the Euro-
pean Union without a deal, 
upping the pressure today on 
Prime Minister Theresa May 
to make progress in negotia-
tions with Brussels.

The European group, 
which directly employs near-
ly 15,000 people in Britain, 
warned that crashing out 
of the bloc would be “cata-
strophic” and force it to con-
sider its investments.

“Put simply, a ‘no deal’ 
scenario directly threatens 
Airbus’ future in the UK,” said 
chief operating ofϐicer Tom 
Williams, almost two years 
since Britain voted to leave 
the EU.

May’s government insists 
it must hold out the possi-
bility of walking away as a 
negotiating tactic, but says it 
expects to get a deal before 
it exits the bloc on March 29, 
2019.

“We have made signif-
icant progress towards 
agreeing a deep and special 
partnership with the EU to 
ensure trade remains as free 
and frictionless as possible, 
including in the aerospace 
sector,” a spokeswoman said.

However, talks are stalled 
on the issue of the Irish bor-

der and Britain’s indecision 
over the deal it wants.

EU leaders, who will meet 
May at a Brussels summit 
next week, have warned that 
time is running out.

“While Airbus under-
stands that the political pro-
cess must go on, as a respon-
sible business we require 

immediate details on the 
pragmatic steps that should 
be taken to operate compet-
itively,” Williams said.

In a Brexit risk assess-
ment, Airbus said leaving the 
EU’s single market and cus-
toms union immediately with 
no agreed transition deal 
“would lead to severe disrup-

tion and interruption of UK 
production”.

Delays and disruptions to 
its production could cost it up 
to one billion euros ( 1.2 bil-
lion) a week in lost turnover 
and would be “catastrophic”.

“This scenario would 
force Airbus to reconsider 
its investments in the UK, 
and its long-term footprint in 
the country,” the report pub-
lished late Thursday said.

Airbus builds wings and 
landing gear for commercial 
aircraft at 25 centres in Brit-
ain and also has a space tech-
nology centre.

It directly employs nearly 
15,000 people and also sup-
ports more than 100,000 fur-
ther jobs in the supply chain. 
The prospect of losing so 
many jobs has sparked wide-
spread alarm.

In Wales, where Airbus 
supports around 11,700 jobs, 
the devolved government run 
by the UK opposition Labour 
party said its report was “ex-

tremely worrying”.
“We have repeatedly 

warned that the UK cannot 
take the huge economic risk 
of cutting ourselves adrift 
from the single market and 
the customs union,” a spokes-
man said.

A string of airlines, banks 
and other corporate house-
hold names have already 
activated their contingency 
plans to move jobs or re-
structure because of Brexit.

The government has 
agreed a post-Brexit tran-
sition period that will last 
until December 2020, to al-
low time for a new economic 
partnership to be struck with 
the EU.

But Airbus said this was 
“too short” for a new agree-
ment to be made and “too 
short for Airbus to imple-
ment the required changes 
with its extensive supply 
chain”.

“In this scenario, Airbus 
would carefully monitor any 

new investments in the UK 
and refrain from extending 
the UK suppliers/partners 
base,” it said.

Williams admitted 
that “in any scenario, 
Brexit has severe negative 
consequences for the UK 
aerospace industry and 
Airbus in particular”.

He called for more clarity 
on the situation, adding: “We 
have sought to highlight our 
concerns over the past 12 
months, without success.” 
The government spokesman 
said it was “working closely 
with companies to under-
stand their concerns”.

“Alongside industry (it) 
will invest almost ?4 billion 
by 2026 to ensure the UK re-
mains a world leader in civil 
aerospace,” he said.

Parliament ϐinally ap-
proved the government’s 
ϐlagship EU (Withdrawal) Bill 
this week, ensuring that Brit-
ain can now legally leave the 
bloc, deal or no deal.

Airbus warns could leave UK if no Brexit deal

S , J  22 (PTI): A 57-year-
old Indian-origin Singaporean wom-
an, accused of being involved in the 
largest bribery case in the history of 
the US Navy, may face a jail term of 
more than three years, a media re-
port said today.

Sharon Rachael Gursharan Kaur, 
who was a lead contract specialist for 
the US Navy, was allegedly involved 
in the USD 35-million ‘Fat Leonard’ 
scandal, which resulted in the arrest 
and conviction of several senior ofϐi-
cers of the US Navy, including a rear 
admiral, The Straits Times reported.

Kaur was based at the US Na-

vy’s Supply Systems Command Fleet 
Logistics Centre in Singapore. The 
court heard yesterday that she re-
ceived more than SGD 130,000 in 
bribes from Leonard Glenn Fran-
cis, the Malaysian chief executive of 
Glenn Defense Marine Asia (GDMA) 
-- a subsidiary of Singapore-based 
Glenn Marine Group -- which pro-
vides goods and services for Amer-
ican ships in at least a dozen coun-
tries in Asia.

Francis, also known to several 
US Navy personnel as “Fat Leonard”, 
had allegedly paid Kaur bribes be-
tween 2006 and 2011 as a reward 

for giving him information about the 
US Navy that was not available to the 
public. She would disclose procure-
ment-sensitive data and price infor-
mation of his ϐirm’s competitors. As 
a result, he was able to prepare more 
competitive bids to secure lucrative 
contracts with the US Navy.

Deputy Public Prosecutor Jiang 
Ke-Yue told the court that the infor-
mation she leaked was linked to 16 
US Navy contracts. GDMA submitted 
bids for 14 of them and was award-
ed 11 contracts worth some USD 48 
million in total.

The prosecution made its sub-

missions to the court and asked for 
Kaur to be handed over a jail term 
of at least three years and seven 
months, the paper said.

Kaur had pleaded guilty to three 
corruption charges and one count 
of dealing with the beneϐits of her 
criminal activities on June 30 last 
year. She is now out on bail of SGD 
50,000 and is expected to be sen-
tenced on July 6.

Defence counsel Suresh Damoda-
ra told District Judge Shaiffudin Sa-
ruwan that Kaur was diagnosed with 
ovarian cancer and went through to-
tal hysterectomy in late 2016.

Pleading for the imposition of 
minimal sentences, Damodara argued 
that incarceration could “exacerbate” 
Kaur’s medical condition and lead to a 
relapse, which would be life-threaten-
ing, the Singapore daily reported.

DPP Jiang said more than 10 
US Navy ofϐicials have since plead-
ed guilty in the US to their roles in 
the scandal. They include US Navy 
commander Bobby Pitts, who was in 
charge of the Fleet Industrial Supply 
Command in Singapore, and retired 
Rear Admiral Robert Gilbeau. Both 
men were sentenced to one-and-a-
half years’ jail last year.

Indian-origin woman in Singapore faces jail term in biggest US Navy bribe case

M , J  22 (AFP): 
Melania Trump made a 
surprise trip to the US-Mex-
ican border today as her 
husband’s administration 
seeks to quell a ϐirestorm 
over migrant family sepa-
rations, while Republican 
lawmakers were forced to 
delay a high-stakes vote on 
the crisis.

While President 
Donald Trump’s admin-
istration struggled to 
formulate next steps, the 
Pentagon signalled ofϐi-
cials were bracing for a 
lengthy ordeal. The mil-
itary said it will prepare 
to house up to 20,000 
unaccompanied migrant 
children on its bases.

The ϐirst lady’s un-
announced visit came a 
day after the president 
-- in a stunning about-
face -- moved to end the 
practice of splitting mi-
grant families, which 
had prompted outrage at 
home and abroad.

There was, howev-
er, no immediate plan in 
place to reunite the more 
than 2,300 children al-
ready separated from 
their families -- igniting 
a fresh controversy over 
the conditions in which 
the children are living.

In McAllen, Texas, 
Melania Trump visited 
the Upbring New Hope 
Children’s Shelter, a fed-
erally-funded facility that 
houses about 55 children 
from Honduras, Guate-
mala and El Salvador, 

Melania Trump visits border, Congress
ϐlails on family separations

ages ϐive to 17.
“I’m glad I’m here and 

I’m looking forward to see-
ing the children,” Melania 
said at a roundtable discus-
sion with social workers 
and government ofϐicials.

“I would also like to 
ask you how I can help 
these children to re-
unite with their families 
as quickly as possible.” 
Images and recordings 
of wailing youngsters 
detained in processing 
centers with chain-link 
cage-like enclosures has 
ignited global outrage.

The ϐirst lady herself 
had called for a political 
compromise to end the 
separations -- the result 
of the administration’s 
“zero tolerance” policy 
launched in early May, un-
der which illegal border 
crossers were systemati-
cally prosecuted and their 
children separated from 
them as a result.

Melania spent an 
hour-plus at the shelter, 
talking directly to chil-
dren who spoke to her ei-
ther in English or in Span-
ish, through a translator.
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BRUSHING OFF THE DRAMA! Rumoured to have 
been replaced by Ayda Field on this year’s X Factor 
panel yet Nicole Scherzinger didn’t appear to have 
a care in the world as she headed on a night out at 
celebrity hotspot Craig’s in West Hollywood.

ARIES: Don’t be surprised if you 
run into a few emotional roadblocks 
today, Aries. People could be quite 
stubborn and diffi  cult to deal with. 
You may exacerbate the situation by 
trying to get a rise out of someone 
with your boisterous attitude and 
dramatic fl air. If your eff orts don’t 
yield positive results, back off . Keep 
your energy to yourself and share it 
another time when people are more in 
the mood to play.
TAURUS: The planets align to make 
this a great day for you, Taurus. You 
should fi nd that your mood is excellent 
and your mind focused. Romance 
will thrive in the nice, stabilizing 
atmosphere, and you should feel free 
to take center stage. If you’ve been 
suff ering from any doubts lately, 
now is the time to take control of the 
situation and go for it.

GEMINI: Try to bring things down 
to reality today, Gemini. This is a 
good day to consolidate and organize. 
When it comes to matters of love and 
romance, try not to be so fi ckle. You 
may be giving someone the runaround 
just to test his or her devotion. This is 
an important time for you. You should 
probably work to ground and solidify 
instead of keeping things so light and 
ambiguous.
CANCER: Your sensitivity will be 
greatly appreciated today, Cancer, 
and you’ll fi nd that there is a great 
grounding force that will help balance 
your extreme emotions. Try not to be 
too stubborn, especially with things 
having to do with love and beauty. A 
fi xed attitude will most likely run into 
a great deal of opposition. If a certain 
someone gets uptight, you’ll have a 
diffi  cult time getting your point across.

LEO: The general atmosphere of the 
day may seem too slow and stodgy for 
your tastes, Leo. Try not to get bogged 
down in details. Try not to worry too 
much. You may fi nd that it’s diffi  cult 
to get any enthusiasm out of people 
today. You might just want to sit back 
and take it easy. This is a good day 
to plan and reorganize. Honor your 
recent achievements and consolidate 
all that you’ve worked for.
VIRGO: This is a terrifi c day for you, 
Virgo. You’ll notice a sense of well-
being that makes you feel secure that 
all your hard work is fi nally starting 
to pay off . It’s as if you’ve reached a 
comfortable ledge in your trek up the 
mountain. This is a good resting spot 
that will let you catch your breath for 
a moment. Take this opportunity to 
relax and regroup.
LIBRA: Try not to be too fi xed in 

your attitude today, Libra. Realize that 
you may have to give a little in order 
to work comfortably with the people 
around you. It’s important that you 
be slow and reserved in your moves, 
especially in matters of the heart. Be 
open and receptive. Try not to scare 
anyone away with abrasive words or 
insisting that you’re always right.
SCORPIO: There’s a loving 
tenderness in the air that you’ll fi nd 
very comforting, Scorpio. Ground 
your sensitive emotions and make 
room for love to enter the picture. It 
could be that you’re feeling indecisive 
when it comes to matters of love and 
romance. The best thing for you to do 
is stabilize your emotions and then 
make the eff ort to connect intimately 
with another. The decisions will fl ow 
naturally from there.
SAGITTARIUS: You may need to 

slow down a bit after the hectic pace 
of the last couple of days, Sagittarius. 
It’s essential that you take a more 
reserved and sensitive approach, 
especially with matters having to 
do with the heart. Try to ground and 
center yourself. Instead of thinking 
about conquering someone, try 
simply sitting back and receiving their 
appreciation and aff ection.
CAPRICORN: You should notice 
a boost of energy today, Capricorn, 
and your self-confi dence should 
be revitalized. In matters of love 
and romance, everything is running 
smoothly. Your emotions are stable 
and grounded. Love and harmony 
are in the air. Take this opportunity to 
move toward the object of your desire 
with certainty and aff ection. Romance 
is in the cards for you tonight.
AQUARIUS: Take it easy today, 

Aquarius, and work to digest some 
of the input you’ve received over 
the past couple days. This is a day to 
contemplate and plan. With matters 
of the heart, you may fi nd that a 
sensitive, grounded approach works 
best. This isn’t always your favorite 
mode of operation, but it’s one that 
will provide you with the balance to 
counteract your usual frenzied pace.
PISCES: Anything having to do with 
love and romance is likely to go well 
today if you play your cards right, 
Pisces. See what you can do to ground 
your fl uctuating emotions. Try your 
best to bring them into balance. Take 
a practical approach and slow down. 
Joining with groups of people will be 
extremely rewarding. Come out of 
your shell and show your sensitive 
side to the world. It will be greatly 
appreciated.

Michael Jackson’s personal photog-
rapher Harrison Funk has claimed 

the singer was “gender ϐluid”.
Funk, who worked with the pop leg-

end from the 1970s until his death in 
June 2009, said that Jackson’s make-up 
routine was a sign that he did not solely 
identify with one gender.

“Him and Jermaine [Jackson] loved 
putting on their own makeup.... It wasn’t 
so much femininity on Michael’s part as 
androgyny he was ϐluid around gender. 
Michael had no interest in assigning a 
gender to anybody. He didn’t overtly 
identify as one particular gender,” Funk 
told the Guardian.

However, when Jackson had kids 
--Prince, Paris and Blanket-- his image 
changed to that “of father”.

“He became a strong man in that 
sense,” Funk added.

The photographer also revealed the 
“Beat It” hitmaker became prone to dra-
matic outbursts during his Victory Tour 
of the US and Canada in 1984.

“Michael had very demanding mo-
ments. If he didn’t like something, he let 
you know. Michael was never ridiculing 
to me ever, but if someone messed up 
the design of his stage, then he would 

yell at them. He expected perfection.”
During the 1990s, Jackson’s music 

became more socially conscious, with 
hits such as “Earth Song” and “Black or 
White”. However, he also attracted con-
troversy when he struck a Jesus-like 
pose in one of Funk’s most famous pho-
tographs.

“People say Michael had a Jesus 
complex, but that p***es me off, as it just 

wasn’t true. There was a practical rea-
son for me taking that photo.

Michael had huge hands and I want-
ed to make the most of them as they 
were expressive - and a good way for 
him to embrace the world. At that stage, 
his whole existence was geared towards 
healing the world, so having big, expres-
sive hands was a very important way to 
speak to the people,” Funk said.

Michael Jackson didn’t identify as one gender,
says personal photographer Harrison Funk

Lonely hitmaker Akon has 
unveiled plans to build a 

“real-life Wakanda’ city in his 
native Senegal which would 
deal in his own cryptocurre-
cy AKoin.

The Lonely hitmak-
er-turned-businessman is 
looking to create a “real-life 
Wakanda” - referencing the 
city featured in ‘Black Pan-
ther’ in his native country of 
Senegal.

In the Akon Crypto City 
proposal revealed on Thurs-
day, the musician’s plans were 
detailed: “In parallel to AKoin 
being established as stable 
currency alternative through-
out Africa - and fueling entre-
preneurship - Akon Crypto 
City is now in development.

“The ϐirst 100% cryp-
to-based city with AKoin at 
the center of transactional 
life, Akon Crypto City is built 
on 2,000 acres of land gifted 
to Akon from the President of 
Senegal.

“It’s within 5 minutes of 
the new international air-
port, close to the coast and 
a short drive from Dakar, the 

capital city of Senegal.”
In an ambitious state-

ment, it’s said that the city 
and currency is being de-
veloped “with the goal of in-
venting a radical new way of 
existence”.

The 2,000-acre city will 
feature colleges, schools, an 
airport and sports stadium.

The proposal add-
ed: “This mixed use, mas-
ter-planned city, contains 
everything from residential 
to retail, parks, stadium, light 
manufacturing, universities, 
and schools.”

It’s thought that there 
should be a timeline for the 
futuristic city’s completion 
soon.

Back in 2014, the 
45-year-old star took a big 
step away from his music ca-
reer with the Akon Lighting 
Africa project, which brought 
electricity to 15 countries in 
Africa.

Meanwhile, his charitable 
work also includes the Kon-
ϐidence Foundation, which 
aims to provide support to 
underprivileged youth.

Akon is building 
‘real-life Wakanda’ 

cryptocurrency 
empire!

From Black Fri-
day to Gangs 

of Wasseypur to 
Udta Punjab to 
Lust Stories, Anu-
rag Kashyap wants 
to start a conver-
sation on sever-
al social issues 
with his cinema. 
He says he makes 
ϐilms to evoke and 
provoke.

“I always 
[want my cinema 
to strike a con-
versation]. I make 
ϐilms to evoke and 
provoke. And that 
usually leads to 
a conversation,” 
Kashyap told IANS 
over an email.

His project 
Lust Stories shows stories on love and lust, 
and has garnered a positive response. The di-
rector says it is time to have “conversations 
around the subject of sex”.

“It’s high time and only natural,” he added.

He says his 
sports ϐilm Mukka-
baaz — which deals 
with the strug-
gle of a boxer and 
with social issues 
like caste system, 
youth politics and 
the power play of 
people — holds a 
special place in his 
heart. The ϐilm will 
air on Saturday on 
&pictures.

Will he make 
more ϐilms around 
sports?

“Sports was the 
canvas for me to tell 
a story about peo-
ple. I didn’t set out 
to make a sports 
ϐilm. I’m not look-
ing to make another 

sports ϐilm because I’m bored of its predict-
able heroic/underdog trajectory. Having said 
that, if any other story deserves the backdrop 
of sports, I am more than willing to consider 
it,” he said.

Anurag Kashyap: Not looking to
make another sports fi lm!

Paramount is developing 
third “Teenage Mutant 

Ninja Turtles” movie. The 
studio has started the work 
on the project, two years 
after “Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles: Out of the Shadows” 
disappointed at the box 
ofϐice.

Andrew Dodge has been 
roped in to write the script. 
Michael Bay, Andrew Form, 
and Brad Fuller are produc-
ing the ϐilm through their 
Platinum Dunes production 
company.

According to Variety, the 
studio is aiming to reboot the 

franchise with the third “Nin-
ja Turtles” project.

The ϐilms are based on 
the comic by Kevin Eastman 
and Kevin Laird about wise-
cracking turtle superheroes 
named after the Renaissance 
artistes Michelangelo, Ra-
phael, Leonardo and Donatel-
lo, using ninja skills acquired 
from a radioactive New York 
City rat.

The previous two mov-
ies starred Pete Ploszek as 
Leonardo, Alan Ritchson as 
Raphael, Noel Fisher as Mi-
chelangelo and Jeremy How-
ard as Donatello.

Reality TV star Kim Kar-
dashian West is back in 

Paris for the ϐirst time since 
her traumatizing 2016 rob-
bery there.

Kim and husband Kanye 
West were surrounded by 
their body guards on their 
way to the Louis Vuitton 
Menswear Spring/Summer 
show.

They are there to attend 
the Paris Fashion Week, re-
ports tmz.com.

In the Oct, 2016 rob-
bery Kim feared rape when 
masked men stormed into 
her two-storey apartment 
and zip tied her hands with 
plastic handcuffs. The rob-
bers also made off with more 
than $10 million in jewellery.

On the other hand, Kanye 
broke down in tears meeting 
up with a longtime friend, 
Virgil Abloh -- Louis Vuit-
ton’s new artistic director of 
menswear.

Kim Kardashian West returns to 
Paris for fi rst time since robbery

Paramount working on third ‘Teenage
Mutant Ninja Turtles’ fi lm


