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dear readers,
if you are having TroubLe geTTing 
your coPy of The summiT Times 
in your neighbourhood, PLease 
message or WhaTsaPP us your name 
and address aT 7001622863 and We 
WiLL ensure ThaT The neWsPaPer 
reaches you.

Tourist season means brisk 
business for water trucks

REBYNA RANA
Gangtok, 17 Jun:

Tourists are flowing 
into Gangtok for some 

respite from the swelter-
ing summer in the plains. 
While hotels are happy to 
be brimming with guests, 
they have to face many 
problems to meet the 
requirements especially 
water supply.

SummitTIMES asked 
some hoteliers in Gangtok 
how they ensure full time 
water supply to tourists 
staying in their hotels. 

Rajen Chettri, who 
runs a hotel in Gangtok, 
said, “It’s really difficult 
to manage water supply 
because the flow of tour-
ists this time has gone up 
sharply. This time, tour-
ists from Bangladesh have 
come in large numbers 
as restrictions have been 
eased to enter Sikkim 
since December last year.”

He has 15 rooms in 
his hotel and has been 
getting 35–40 tourists 
daily this season. The 
Public Health Engineer-
ing Department supplies 
water for around one 
hour daily which is not 
sufficient especially for 
the hotels. 

“So we hire mini-
trucks to bring water 
from natural sources in 
tanks. It costs Rs 3,000 
to get a 4000 litre water 
tank. The trucks are not 
allowed to park on the 
national highway during 

the day time. They come 
during the night after 
midnight and sometimes, 
it becomes morning by 
the time we finish replen-
ishing our water tanks.

Another hotel man-
ager, Bijon Manna, also 
spoke about similar wa-
ter problems.  “There 
would be sufficient water 
if the PHE gave us water 
for a minimum of 2–3 
hours daily [morning, 
afternoon and evening]. 
Only the PHE water supply 
is not sufficient and I have 
to buy water. Sometimes I 
send vehicles to fetch wa-
ter from a natural source,” 
adds Mr Manna. 

His hotel has seven 
rooms and around 20–25 
tourists check in to his 
hotel daily. He said the 
number of tourists have 
increased a lot in Sikkim 
this season.

Kumar Rai sells water 
from natural sources like 
Maney Khola of Bojoghari 
in his vehicle and delivers 
to hotels in Gangtok.

“This is the peak sea-
son and we are always 
in a rush to deliver water 
in 4000 litre tanks to the 
hotels. There is no fixed 
timing. We deliver as and 
when we receive orders 
from the hotels. On re-
ceiving the call, we go to 
nearby streams and fill the 
tank full and then deliver 
the water at night or early 
in the morning. However, 

turn to pg02

Landslide over Lachen Chu pushes debris 
into Teesta, dams open gates, river swells

WANgChuk  BhuTiA
Mangan, 17 Jun: 

A suspected case of 
cloud-burst in the 

higher reaches of North 
Sikkim triggered a mas-
sive landslide at Lachen 
Phaka this morning. De-
bris from the landslide, 
made up of trees and 
boulders, added to the 
already swelling Lachen 
Chu which empties into 
the Teesta at Chungthang 
and led to the Teesta 
Stage III dam manage-
ment at Chungthang to 
open its sluice gates and 
allow the water and the 
debris through. Official 
sources inform that the 
dam release 600 cumecs 
of water which is around 
6lakh litres per second at 
around 12:30 pm.

This had a snowball 
effect downstream and 
Teesta Stage V dam at 

Dikchu was also alerted 
to increased inundation 
and advised to release its 
waters.

The East and North 
district authorities, alert-
ed to the development in 
the morning, also began 
taking precautions along 
the river downstream, 
using public address sys-
tems and other mediums 
to warn people about the 

river’s rising levels.
Palzor Lachenpa, for-

mer Lachen Pipon, while 
speaking to this corre-
spondent, informed that 
the landslide at Lachen 
Phaka was still active 
and if it continues, might 
block the Lachen Chu and 
pose even bigger risks in 
the coming days.

There were also Met 
Department warnings 

about heavy overnight 
rainfall and with the 
monsoon having offi-
cially arrived in Sikkim, 
continued inundation 
has everyone con-
cerned.

Meanwhile, the 
C h u n g t h a n g - L a c h e n 
road was blocked at 
Munsithang last night.

As per SDM 
Chungthang, although 

no damage has been 
reported from Lachen 
village, the volume of 
water in Lachen Chu 
remained very high 
and was being closely 
watched and the res-
idents of Lachen and 
Chungthang alerted 
about the situation.

In East district, the 
DC’s office has directed 
the BDOs of Rakdong 

Tintek and Khamdong 
which stretch along the 
Teesta to alert Ward 
Panchayats at villages 
near the river bank. The 
district authorities insist 
that while there was no 
need to panic yet, people 
should be advised not to 
venture to the riverside 
to collect fodder, fire-
wood or fishing etc.

turn to pg02

CM directs DMs to ensure adequate 
preparedness against Teesta’s rising waters
Gangtok, 17 Jun [IPR]: 
Chief Minister Prem 
Singh Tamang [Golay], 
through an official com-
muniqué, has stated that 
he was deeply concerned 
with the news of tourists 
stranded in North Sik-
kim. 

He has directed the 
State authorities, includ-
ing the District Collectors 
of North and East dis-
tricts and other agencies, 
to clear the road as soon 
as possible so that the 
stranded tourists reach 
their respective destina-
tions. 

The CM has also di-
rected the authorities to 
extend all possible help 
to the tourists and the 
general public who are 
suffering because of the 
unprecedented calamity 
and road blockage due to 
torrential rain.

The Chief Minister 
has also directed the 
two DCs to take all nec-
essary precautionary 
measures and closely 
monitor the water lev-
els of Teesta to prevent 
any damage to life and 
property.

Accordingly, the DC 
East has informed that 
all agencies including 
the Singtam and Rangpo 

Nagar Panchayats, civ-
il defence volunteers in 
Singtam, SHOs of Sing-
tam and Rangpo, district 
hospital Singtam etc, 
have been placed on high 
alert since afternoon. 

Vulnerable houses 
in the Adarsh Gaon area 
of Singtam have already 
been evacuated. 

NHPC and Sikkim Po-
lice have been conduct-
ing regular loudspeaker 
announcements alerting 
the people to remain cau-
tious. 

BDOs, Nagar Pancha-
yats, District hospitals, 
civil defence, NHPC all 
carried out awareness 
drives and are still on 
alert. SDRF and NDRF 
are also kept on alert in 
case of any eventualities 
it was informed.

As per a statement 
from the DC East, Civil 
Defence members pres-
ent in Singtam said that 
there was no new danger 
and on physical viewing, 
the water level has not 
increased and is holding 
normal as of now.

The DC also informed 
that they are in touch 
with all the concerned 
agencies and stakehold-
ers and has asked the 
public not to panic.

West Bengal doctors end strike after meeting Mamata Banerjee
Kolkata, Jun 17 (PTI): 
Doctors in West Bengal 
called off their week-long 
strike on Monday night 
after Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee assured 
them of steps to scale up 
security at government 
hospitals in the state. A 
spokesperson of the joint 
forum of doctors told re-
porters here that the doc-
tors will return to work as 
they want to give the state 
government some time to 
implement the promises.

“Our meeting and dis-
cussion with the CM met 
a logical end. We tempo-

rarily withdraw from our 
ceasework. Considering 
everything we expect the 
government to solve the 
issues as discussed in 
due time,” he said after a 
meeting of the governing 
body of the forum at the 
Nil Ratan Sircar Medical 
College and hospital. The 
breakthrough came after 
Banerjee held a meeting with 
representatives of the strik-
ing doctors at the state secre-
tariat. During the meeting, 
Banerjee announced a 
number of steps, including 
asking police to appoint 
nodal officers for security 

of doctors at all govern-
ment hospital in the state, 
following which the doc-
tors agreed to end the stir.

The junior doctors of 
Bengal had gone on strike 
on Tuesday protesting as-
sault of their two colleagues 
by relatives and well wish-
ers of a patient who died in 
NRS hospital on Monday 
last.

The doctors’ delega-
tion apprised Banerjee of 
the problems they have 
been facing at medical 
colleges and hospitals 
and said they fear for their 
safety. West Bengal health 

secretary, MoS Chandrima 
Bhattacharya and other state 
officials were present in the 
meeting, besides 31 junior 
doctors.

The end of the strike 
came as a big relief to hun-
dreds of patients as health 
services were paralysed 
across the state for a week.

“We want to thank the 
chief minister for giving 
us some time. We want to 
give the state government 
some time to implement 
the promises they made 
to us. We also thank the 
common people.... We 
also seek forgiveness from 
them who have suffered 
the most,” he said. 
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Kutse Shegu
The 49th day Kutse Shegu of Late Doma Bhut-

ia w/o Lakpa Thendup Bhutia 
who left for her heavenly abode 
on 01.05.2019 falls on 18.6.2019 
(Tuesday). All relatives, friends 
& well wishers are requested to 
join us in offering prayers for the 
departed soul at our residence at 
Below Law College, Helipad, Low-
er Burtuk, Gangtok, East Sikkim.

Lakpa Thendup Bhutia(Husband), Kesseng 
Norbu Bhutia(son) & all family members.

 Mob: 9800655921/ 6294186876. 

~ SummitTIMES ~
Classifieds

URGenTly ReqUIRed: 
Urgent Recruitment for a waiter 

with atleast 3 years experience and 
one kitchen helper. Contact: Hotel 

Paramount, Dentam, West Sik-
kim- 9735909625 / 8348285444

iNTERESTED TO BECOME 
A YOgA TEAChER?

CRiTERiA – Academic qualification of minimum 
higher secondary pass

Complete yoga syllabus will be provided by SYVC 
Gangtok absolutely free of cost. After one year of ba-
sic training and service (karma yoga)/ volunteering 
in the Centre, the candidate would be sent for Yoga 
Teacher Training Course at Shivananda Yoga Ash-
ram. After TTC, the candidate would be appointed on 
part time basis at the Yoga Centre in Gangtok. College 
students can also apply. If required, food and accom-
modation would be provided.

Interested candidates may contact 
: Deepa Yoga Centre at 

Mob: +91 7432043719/ +91 8170953919.

LAND FOR SALE
A vacant plot measuring 0.38 Ha. 
(16552.80 sq – ft) is for sale at Amdo 
Golai (above the main road), Gangtok. 
For more information please contact – 
9717191985/9474651223.

WANTED 
HOUSEKEEPER/BABYSITTER . 

Contact:  9933443442/9800500696.
gENERAL iNFORMATiON

This is for general information of all concerned 
that Hotel Parasol Residency, Panihouse, Deorali 
East Sikkim shall remain closed for a period of 
six months for carrying out necessary repairs. 
All concerned tour operators and clients are 
requested to refrain from booking or deal with 
any sort with regard to Hotel Parasol Residency, 
Panihouse, Deorali, East Sikkim.

Mr. Subash Lama
Proprietor

Hotel Parasol Residency,
 Panihouse, Deorali, East Sikkim

BuiLDiNg FOR SALE
A 5 storied building with 3 floor completed hav-
ing a land area of 30x70  at DABUWA, Melli road 
(2km from Namchi) is for sale. Rate reasonable. 
Interested party please contact: 6296370905, 
9733284142, 8597088755.

PloT foR Sale: 
Vacant plot measuring 0.38 Acres for 
sale at Amdo Golai, Deorali. Contact: 

09717191985/097474651223

PWD Minister visits South 
monasteries on Saga Dawa 

Training on pest & disease management at lagang Gurungthang
SUMMIT RePoRT
Gangtok, 17 Jun:

Mevedir, a service 
provider agency, 

organized a ward level 
training on Pest & Dis-
ease Management at 
Langang Gurungthang 
ward under Yangthang 
GPU, West Sikkim on 
Sunday, 16 June. 

The training was 
conducted in the pres-

ence of Panchayat 
Member, Mani Kamal 
Gurung, along with Mev-
edir Project Supervisor, 
Ashish Chettri, and Field 
Officer, Yangden Bhutia.

The farmers were 
informed about Fall 
Army Insect which 
was damaging maize 
crop and that ICAR has 
kept it in high alert. 

The farmers were 
also informed about 
opportunities in the 

vegetable supply chain. 
The training was 

attended by more 
than 20 farmers.

discourse by yumanang

Spiritual leader Yumanang delivered a discourse at Yuma Manghim in Ra-
bitar under Melli constituency, South Sikkim, on Sunday. The programme, 

attended by Yumamang followers from across Sikkim and neighbouring Dar-
jeeling district, began with the hoisting of the Yumamang Flag and lighting of 
108 lamps. This was followed by a discourse on the philosophy of Yuma faith 
by Yumamang. She also announced that Nitya Mang prayers will be held after 
the Manghim at Rabitar is completed. 

CM calls on Food 
Processing Minister

new delhi, 17 Jun 
[IPR]: Chief Minister 
Prem Singh Tamang 
[Golay] called on Union 
Minister of Food Pro-
cessing, Harsimrat Kaur 
Badal, today.

Industries Minis-
ter, BS Panth, was also 
present at the meeting. 
The Union Minister was 

accompanied by Sukbir 
Singh Badal, former Dep-
uty CM of Punjab. 

The leaders dis-
cussed the possibilities 
of improving the food 
processing industry in 
Sikkim. The Union Minis-
ter assured all necessary 
support to the state of 
Sikkim.

SUMMIT RePoRT
Gangtok, 17 Jun:

On the occasion of 
Saga Dawa, Public 

Works Minister Sanjeet 
Kharel visited Bokrong 
Gumpa, Perbing Gumpa 
and Nig Raming gumpa 
under Namthang Rat-
eypani constituency. He 
performed puja and in-
teracted with the monks. 
He listened to the griev-
ances of the monastery 
management and as-
sured to work on them.

we have to finish delivering the water by 8 am in 
the morning and then move out of the highway,” says 
Mr Rai. 

Demand for water goes up during May and June 
which is the peak tourist season, he says. They some-
times deliver water 2-3 times a day and other times 
there is no demand.

Earlier, there were around 9 water trucks, but 
now there are only 4, informed Mr Rai. He adds that 
some hotels have their own vehicles to bring water. 

“People might think that charging Rs 3000 for 4000 
litre tank of water is expensive. But it is hard work. 
We cannot enter the town during day time so we 
have to work at night,” says Mr Rai. He has been 
in this business since 2012.

Tourist season means...

The DC East has also placed the District Hospital 
at Singtam on alert. 

In addition, the SDRF team based in Gangtok and 
the NDRF team stationed in Pakyong have also been 
put on alert.

DDMA and SDMA authorities have been directed 
to stay vigilant and prepared to respond to any even-
tualities. 

MEO, Nagar panchayats, local civil defence per-
sonnel and SHOs are carrying out warning activities. 

The Deputy Director, Disaster Management, also 
reached Singtam to join the monitoring being carried 
out by the district administration. 

Landslide over Lachen Chu...

landslide damages home in Khamdong

Summit Report
Khamdong, 15 Jun:   

Damanta Neopany’s 
home at Khamdong 

under Sumik Lingzey 
Gram Panchayat Unit 

was damaged by a land-
slide on the night of 14 
June. Area MLA, Health 
Minister Dr Mani Kumar 
Sharma, along with the 
SDM-Gangtok and Pan-

chayat President visited 
the spot and met the af-
fected family. The area 
MLA also handed over a 
cheque of Rs 1,05,700 to 
the family as relief. 

TMC legislator, 16 councilors join BJP
new delhi, Jun 17 
(PTI): A Trinamool Con-
gress legislator and 15 
councilors of the party 
in West Bengal joined the 
BJP here on Monday.

Noapara MLA Sunil 
Singh, along with the 15 
TMC councillors and an-
other Congress council-
or, joined the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) in the 
presence of general sec-
retary and West Bengal 
incharge Kailash Vijay-
vargiya, and senior lead-
er Mukul Roy.

Sunil Singh is a rela-
tive of MP Arjun Singh, 
who switched over 
from the TMC to the 
BJP just ahead of the 
recent Lok Sabha polls 
and won the Barrack-
pore seat.

Roy, once the sec-
ond-in-command in the 
TMC after Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee, said 
10 legislators from var-
ious parties had joined 
the BJP so far.

Leaders, including 
MLAs and MPs, from var-
ious parties in the state 
have been joining the saf-
fron party for past sever-
al months.

“The BJP has emerged 
as a strong player in West 
Bengal politics and is the 
first preference for those 
who want peace and de-
velopment in the state,” 
Vijayvargiya said.

The BJP leader al-
leged that under the 
leadership of Banerjee, 
democracy had vanished 
from the state.

first session of 17th lS begins; PM, Shah, Rahul take oath
new delhi, Jun 17 
(PTI): The maiden ses-
sion of the 17th Lok 
Sabha commenced 
Monday with Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi, BJP chief Amit 
Shah and Congress 
president Rahul Gand-
hi among the 320 of 
the 542 MPs taking 
oath during the first 
day of the two-day long 
swearing-in ceremony 
marked by some con-
troversy, slip-ups and 
slogan shouting.

Linguistic diversity 
was in full play with 
the oath being taken 
in different languages 
as several newly-elect-
ed members sported co-
lourful attire, traditional 
shawls and headgears 
while a section wore a 
saffron look.

As the Leader of the 
House, Modi was the first 
to take oath as member 
of the lower house, near-
ly four weeks after lead-
ing the BJP to a resound-
ing victory in the Lok 
Sabha polls with the 
party retaining power 
winning 303 seats.

Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh, Home 
Minister and BJP presi-
dent Amit Shah, Trans-
port and Highways 
minister Nitin Gadkari 
were among the prom-
inent members who 
took oath.

The oath was ad-
ministered by sev-
en-term BJP MP Viren-
dra Kumar shortly 
after he was sworn in 
by President Ram Nath 
Kovind at Rashtrapa-
ti Bhavan. Kumar will 
also oversee the elec-
tion of the Lok Sabha 
speaker on Wednesday.

Addressing the me-
dia outside parliament 
before the commence-
ment of Parliament 
session, Modi set the 
tone for the business 
in the House, saying 
the opposition need 
not “bother about their 
numbers” as their ev-
ery word is “valuable” 
to the government.

He urged all the 
MPs to be impartial in 
the House and address 
issues related to the 
larger interest of the 
nation.

“When we come to 
Parliament, we should 
forget paksh (treasury) 
and vipaksh (opposi-
tion). We should think 
about issues with a 
nishpaksh (impartial) 
spirit and work in the 
larger interest of the 
nation,” he said.

When Modi’s name 
was called out by the 
Secretary General for 
taking oath, members 
from the ruling NDA 
thumped the desk 
greeting the prime 
minister with slogans 
such as “Modi-Modi” 
and “Bharat Mata ki 
Jai”.

Besides the union 
ministers who were 
elected to the Lok 
Sabha, members from 
23 states and union 
territories, including 
Andhra Pradesh, As-
sam, Madhya Pradesh, 
Odisha, Kerala, Jammu 
and Kashmir and Bihar 
took oath. In all, 320 
MPs took oath, accord-
ing to a Lok Sabha bul-
letin.

The remaining 222 
members will take oath 
on Tuesday.

In the Monsoon 
session, a full-fledged 
Union Budget will be 
presented on July 5. 
The session concludes 
on July 26.

The Lok Sabha at 
present has 542 elect-
ed members.

Elections to Vellore 
seat in Tamil Nadu was 
cancelled as the Elec-
tion Commission felt 
excessive money pow-
er was being used to 
lure voters in that con-
stituency. A fresh date 
is yet to be announced.

BJP MP from Bhopal 
Sadhvi Pragya Singh 
Thakur created a con-
troversy when she 
suffixed the name of 
her spiritual guru with 
hers while taking oath, 
drawing objections 
from the Opposition.

Amid protests and 
shoutings, Thakur said 
that it was her full 
name and she had men-
tioned that she had al-
ready mentioned her 
full name in the form 
filled for oath taking.

The mention of 
Swami Purna Chet-

nanand Avdheshanand 
Giri as suffix to her 
name Sadhvi Pragya 
Singh Thakur evoked 
sharp reaction from 
the Opposition mem-
bers who said this was 
not permitted.

Amid noise and 
objections, pro-tem 
Speaker Virendra Ku-
mar ruled that only the 
name written in her 
election certificate is-
sued by the returning 
officer would go on re-
cord.

Thakur, the Malega-
on blast accused, took 
oath in Sanskrit and 
ended it with ‘Bharat 
Mata Ki Jai’ slogan.

Thakur defeat-
ed Congress stalwart 
Digvijay Singh to enter 
the Lok Sabha for the 
first time.

Later, BJP mem-
bers continued to raise 
‘Bharat Mata Ki Jai’ slo-
gans.

Amid thumping 
of desks by Congress 
members, Rahul Gand-
hi took oath in English. 
He won the election 
from Wayanad in Ker-
ala.

He had also con-
tested from the Gandhi 
bastion of Amethi in 
Uttar Pradesh but was 
defeated by BJP lead-
er and Union Minister 
Smriti Irani.

Gandhi, who got 
elected for the fourth 
time to the Lower 
House in a row, howev-
er, forgot the custom-
ary practice of signing 
the Lok Sabha register 
and started walking 
towards his seat after 
taking oath.

He was immediately 
called back by Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh, 
the deputy Leader of 
the House, and also 
Lok Sabha staff to sign 
the register.

Sonia Gandhi, who 
was present when Ra-
hul took oath in En-
glish, thumped the 
desk along with other 
Congress members af-
ter his name was called 
for taking oath.

The Congress pres-
ident came late to the 
Lok Sabha and was not 
present in the House 
when Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi and 
his cabinet colleagues 
took oath as members.

Irani received the 
longest applause when 
she took the oath

As soon as she was 
called for oath taking, 
ruling BJP members, 
including Prime Minis-
ter Modi, Home Minis-
ter Shah, other union 
ministers and MPs 
were seen enthusias-
tically thumping the 
desks for a long time.

While the prime 
minister and most of 
union ministers took 
oath in Hindi, Union 
Ministers Harsh Vard-
han, Sripad Naik, Ash-
wini Chaubey and Prat-
ap Chandra Sarangi did 
so in Sanskrit.

BJP member from 
Bihar Jarnardhan Singh 
Sigriwal expressed de-
sire to take oath in 
Bhojpuri, but the Lok 
Sabha Secretary Gen-
eral said the language 
was not in the eight 
schedule of the Consti-
tution.

Union Ministers 
Babul Supriyo and De-
bashree Choudhury, 
who hail from West 
Bengal, were greeted 
by fellow BJP MPs with 
“Jai Shri Ram” slogans 
when they were called 
to take oath as Lok 
Sabha Members.

The cheer was ap-
parently to take a dig at 
West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee 
who had allegedly ob-
jected to uttering the 
slogan during some in-
cidents in the state.

When Union minis-
ter of state for environ-
ment and forest Supri-
yo was called to take 
oath, BJP members 
loudly cheered with 
“Jai Shri Ram”.

The slogan was re-
peatedly chanted when 
Choudhury, Union min-
ister of state for wom-
en and child develop-
ment, was called to 
take oath.

At least seven per-
sons were detained on 
March 31 for chanting 
“Jai Shri Ram” slogan 
when Banerjees motor-
cade passed through 
North 24 Parganas dis-
trict of the state.
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“Message”
Sikkim State Legal Services Authority is organizing National Lok 
Adalat on Saturday the 13th July, 2019 for the following types of 
pre-litigation and pending cases viz:

Pre-litigation
(i) N.I. Act cases under Section 138;
(ii) Bank Recovery cases;
(iii) Labour disputes cases;
(iv) Electricity and Water Bills (excluding non-compoundable)
(v) Other (Criminal Compoundable).
Pending in the Courts
(i) Criminal Compoundable Offence
(ii) N.I. Act cases under section 138;
(iii) Bank Recovery cases;
(iv) MACT cases;
(v) Labour disputes cases;
(vi) Electricity and Water Bills (excluding non-compoundable)
(vii) Matrimonial disputes;
(viii) Land Acquisition cases;

(ix) Service matters relating to pay and allowances and retiral 
benefits;
(x) Revenue cases (pending in District Courts and High Courts 
only);
(xi) Other civil cases (rent, easmentary rights, injunction suits, 
specific performance suits) etc.
Any individual or any department having such matters either 
pending in Courts/Tribunals /Departments or in pre-litigation 
stage may approach directly before the Sikkim SLSA, District Lok 
Adalats or Taluk Adalats for settlement on or before 02.07.2019 at 
the following address:
1. Sikkim State Legal Services Authority, Development Area, Gangtok, 
East Sikkim  e-mail: sikkim_slsa@live.com. Phone No. 03592-207753.
2. High Court Legal Services Committee, Development Area, Gang-
tok, East Sikkim. E-mail: sikkim_slsa@live.com Phone No: 03592-
207753.
3. District Legal Services Authority (East), District Court’s Com-
plex, Sichey, Gangtok, East Sikkim. Phone No. 03592-284462.
4. Taluk Legal Services Committee (East), District Court’s Com-
plex, Sichey, Gangtok, East Sikkim. Phone No. 03592 284131.
5. District Legal Services Authority (North), District Court Com-
plex, Mangan, North Sikkim. Phone No. 03592 234502.
 6. Taluk Legal Services Committee (North), Court of Civil Judge 
–cum- Judicial Magistrate, North Sikkim. Phone No. 03592 
234383/234514.
7. District Legal Services Authority (South), District Court’s Com-
plex, Namchi, South Sikkim. Phone no. 03595 264356.
8.  Taluk Legal Services Committee (South), Court of Civil 
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Sikkim State legal 
Services Authority

development area, Gangtok : Sikkim
Phone: 03592-207753, fax: 03592-207753

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
OFFICE OF THE SR.SUPERINTENDENT OF PRISONS

STATE CENTRAL PRISON
RONGYEK

TENDER NOTICE
Sealed quotations are invited from registered firms of Sikkim for Supply of 
ration, grocery, hardware and electrical items to the State Central Prison, 
Rongyek and District Prison, Namchi for the period with effect from 01.07.2019 
to 31.03.2020. The rates quoted shall be inclusive of all transportation/Car-
riage charges upto point of delivery i.e. the Central Prison, Rongyek and Dis-
trict Prison, Namchi as and when the items are requisitioned. The items which 
fall under the provision of Essential Commodities Act, the rates fixed by the 
government shall prevail.
The quotations addressed to the Sr. Superintendent of Police/Prison, 
Rongyek should reach the office of the undersigned on or before 10 A.M. on 
12/07/2019. The Tender Selection Committee shall open the tenders in the 
office of the Sr. Superintendent of Police/Prison, Rongyek at 11 A.M. on the 
same day in the presence of the Tenderers or their authorised agents.
The quotations shall be accompanied by a State Bank of Sikkim, T.D.R. made 
in favour of the Sr. Superintendent of Police/Prison, Rongyek for Rs.20,000/- 
(Rupees Twenty Thousand) only along with certified copies of the concerned 
firms registration, valid Trade License, Income Tax/Sales Tax/VAT Clearance 
Certificates, GST etc. The failure to submit anyone of the above mentioned 
documents shall render the quotation void.
The Tender Selection Committee reserves the right to accept or reject any or 
all of the quotations without assigning any reason thereof.
The Tender documents can be obtained from the Office of the Sr. Superin-
tendent of Police/Prisons, Rongyek between 10.00 A.M to 2.00 P.M. on all 
working days with effect from the publication of Tender Notices.

Sd/-
R.O No. 51/IPR/Pub/Classi./19-20 Sr. Superintendent of Police/Prison,
dt. 14.6.19  State Central Prison, Rongyek

Saga dawa in Singtam

YOgEN ThATAL
Singtam, 17 Jun:

Hundreds of devotees carrying scriptures on their heads participated in a 
rally from Shanti Nagar Monastery to the bazaar area and back as part of 

Saga Dawa rituals today.
Devotees ranged from seven year olds to 50+ accompanied by Speaker LB 

Das.
As has been the tradition, Singtam Motor Transport Workers Driver Associ-

ation provided refreshments for the Saga Dawa procession.

Indian paddlers bag 2 bronze at China Junior & Cadet open
Mumbai, Jun 17 (PTI): 
Young Indian paddlers 
gave a glimpse of their 
skills by bagging two 
medals in the junior boys 
and junior girls team 
category in the ongoing 
China Junior and Cadet 
Open.

The tournament is 
being played at Taicang, 
China.

V a d o d a r a - b a s e d 
Manush Shah led the 
charge in junior boys cat-
egory, returning with a 
bronze medal after going 
down in the semi-finals 
of the tournament, which 
is part of the 2019 ITTF 
Junior Circuit Golden se-
ries, a media statement 
said here Monday.

Manush defeated 

Takeru Kashiwa 4-3 in a 
nail-biting finish in the 
round of 32 match.

He then faced Korea’s 
Yik Man Pau of Korea in 
pre- quarter finals and 
won the opening game, 
but gave away the advan-

tage to lose the next two 
games.

Down 1-2, he 
launched a good come-
back and won the next 
three games to move into 
the last eight.

Up against the formi-

dable Yuto Abe, Manush 
proved his mettle and 
entered into the medal 
round.

However, he could not 
keep up the momentum 
in semi- finals against the 
local favourite Kaiyuan 

Quan and lost 0-4 (4-11, 
10-12, 7-11, 4-11) to set-
tle for the bronze.

The junior girls team 
of Swastika Ghosh and 
Prapti Sen sizzled in the 
initial stage of the tour-
nament and won all their 
matches to top their 
group.

They won by the 
same scoreline of 3-0 
against all their oppo-
nents in the group stage, 
including those from Re-
public of Korea,Chinese 
Taipei and Sweden.

Up against the even-
tual champions China, 
they could not replicate 
their initial performance 
and went down 0-3 in the 
semi-finals to be contend 
with a bronze, it added.

India likely to add 273 million people 
between 2019 and 2050: Un report

YOShiTA SiNgh
United nations, Jun 
17 (PTI): India, project-
ed to surpass China as 
the world’s most pop-
ulous country around 
2027, is expected to add 
nearly 273 million peo-
ple between now and 
2050 and will remain the 
most populated country 
through the end of the 
current century, a UN re-
port said on Monday.

‘The World Popu-
lation Prospects 2019: 
Highlights’, published by 
the Population Division 
of the UN Department 
of Economic and Social 
Affairs, said the world’s 
population is expected 
to increase by two bil-
lion people in the next 
30 years, from 7.7 billion 
currently to 9.7 billion in 
2050.

The world’s popula-
tion could reach its peak 
around the end of the 
current century, at a lev-
el of nearly 11 billion, 
according to the study, 
which presents the main 
results of the 26th round 
of the UN’s global popu-
lation estimates, projec-
tions and global demo-
graphic patterns.

The new report re-
leased here said that 
more than half of the 
projected increase in the 
global population up to 
2050 will be concentrat-
ed in just nine countries, 
led by India and followed 
by Nigeria, Pakistan, 
Democratic Republic of 
the Congo, Ethiopia, Tan-
zania, Indonesia, Egypt 
and the US.

The report high-
lighted that “disparate 
population growth rates 
among the world’s larg-
est countries will re-or-
der their ranking by size.

India is projected 
to surpass China as the 
world’s most populous 
country around 2027, 
according to current 
projections made in the 
report.

“India is expected to 
add nearly 273 million 
people between 2019 
and 2050, while the pop-
ulation of Nigeria is pro-
jected to grow by 200 
million. Together, these 
two countries could ac-
count for 23 per cent of 
the global population 
increase to 2050,” the re-
port said.

Previous UN projec-
tions had estimated that 
India will surpass China as 
the world’s most populous 
country as early as 2022. 
The 2017 world popula-
tion report, released by 
the UN two years ago, had 
estimated that the popula-
tion of India will surpass 
that of China’s by around 
2024. In its 24th round 
of estimates released in 
2015, the UN had project-
ed that India will become 
more populous than China 
by 2022.

China, with 1.43 billion 
people in 2019, and India, 
with 1.37 billion, have 
long been the two most 
populous countries of the 
world, comprising 19 and 
18 per cent, respectively, 
of the global total in 2019. 
They are followed by the 
United States of America, 

with 329 million in 2019, 
and Indonesia, with 271 
million, the 2019 report 
said.

The report said that 
after this re-ordering be-
tween 2019 and 2050, the 
ranking of the five largest 
countries is projected to 
be preserved through the 
end of the century, when 
India could remain the 
world’s most populous 
country with nearly 1.5 
billion inhabitants, fol-
lowed by China with just 
under 1.1 billion, Nigeria 
with 733 million, the US 
with 434 million, and Pa-
kistan with 403 million 
inhabitants.

It further said that in 
2019, around 40 per cent 
of the world’s population 
lives in intermediate-fer-
tility countries, where 
women have on average 
between 2.1 and four 
births over a lifetime.

Average lifetime fer-
tility of 2.1 live births per 
woman is roughly the 
level required for popula-
tions with low mortality 
to have a growth rate of 
zero in the long run. Inter-
mediate-fertility countries 
are found in many regions, 
with the largest being In-
dia, Indonesia, Pakistan, 
Mexico, the Philippines 
and Egypt.

The report also con-
firmed that the world’s 
population is growing 
older due to increasing life 
expectancy and falling 
fertility levels, and that 
the number of countries 
experiencing a reduc-
tion in population size is 
growing. 

JP Nadda appointed BJP’s working 
president, Shah to remain party chief
new delhi, Jun 17 
(PTI): Former Union 
minister J P Nadda was 
appointed as BJP’s work-
ing president during the 
party’s parliamentary 
board meeting on Mon-
day.

The decision by BJP’s 
highest decision-making 
body was announced by 
former party president 
and Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh after the 
meeting, which was at-
tended by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and BJP 
chief Amit Shah.

Shah will remain par-
ty’s national president.

“BJP Parliamentary 
board met today and it 
has selected J P Nadda 
as the working presi-
dent. He will remain the 
working president till 
the BJP’s membership 
drive and organisational 
elections are over,” Singh 
tweeted.

In a series of tweets, 
Singh said the the BJP has 
won several elections un-
der the leadership of par-
ty president Shah.

After the Prime Min-
ister appointed him the 
home minister, Amitji 
himself had said that the 
responsibility of party 
president should be giv-
en to someone else, the 
defence minister said.

“Congratulations and 
best wishes to Naddaji 
for shouldering this new 
responsibility,” Singh 
tweeted.

This is for the first 
time party has appointed 
a working president.

Shah’s tenure ends in 
December 2019 and he 

may not like to get an ex-
tension as the party has 
principal of ‘one man, 
one post’, sources said.

Nadda, current-
ly BJP’s parliamentary 
board secretary, will con-
tinue as working presi-
dent till BJP’s organisa-
tional election are over 
amid indications that he 
may succeed Shah.

Nadda, 58, was given 
responsibility of Uttar 
Pradesh ahead of the Lok 
Sabha polls in which the 
BJP bagged 62 out of the 
80 seats in the political-
ly-critical state.

A three-time MLA, 
Nadda represents Him-
achal Pradesh in Rajya 
Sabha and enjoys the 
confidence of the party’s 
top brass. He was the 
health minister in the 
Modi government in the 
previous term.

The decision to ap-
point Nadda came days 
after the BJP at a meet-
ing of its national office 
bearers decided to carry 
out a membership drive 
to increase its members 
by 20 per cent followed 
by the party’s organisa-
tional polls.

The party will start 
the drive from July 6, 
birth anniversary of its 
founder Syama Prasad 
Mookerjee.

The entire exercise 
may take several months 
to be concluded, which 
means that the par-
ty may fight assembly 
elections in three states 
-- Haryana, Jharkhand 
and Maharashtra -- later 
this year under Shah and 
Nadda.

Heatwave toll in Bihar rises to 76
Patna, Jun 17 (PTI): At 
least 76 people have died 
in three Bihar districts 
as a searing heatwave 
swept most parts of the 
state, prompting the gov-
ernment to order closure 
of academic activities in 
all schools and colleges 
till June 22, officials said 
on Monday.

The Disaster Manage-
ment Department said 
33 people lost their 
lives in Aurangabad, 
31 in Gaya and 12 in 
Nawada due to the 
heatwave.

In view of the con-
tinuing heatwave and 
loo gripping most 
parts of the state for 
the past couple of days, 
the government has 
decided to shut all the 
colleges, private and 
government schools, 
institutes and coach-
ing centres till June 22, 
Chief Secretary Deepak 
Kumar said.

The chief secretary 
was briefing media per-
sons after a meeting 
chaired by Chief Minis-
ter Nitish Kumar on two 
issues of deaths from 

suspected cases of Acute 
Encephalitis Syndrome 
(AES) and people dying 
due to blistering heat-
wave and loo.

He said all markets, 
especially in south Bihar 
districts, where heat-
wave has claimed 76 
lives so far in the past 
three days, will be closed 
between 11 am to 5 pm.

The chief secretary, 
however, did not specify 
the names of the south 
Bihar districts where 
markets will remained 
closed.

All construction ac-
tivities will be shut 
from 10 in the morning 
till the evening, Kumar 
said, adding that work 
can be done prior to 10 
am and in the evening 
and thereafter.

Chief Minister Nitish 
Kumar had on Sunday 
announced Rs four lakh 
ex gratia to the next of 
kin of those killed.

Major cities in the 
state, including Patna, 
Gaya and Bhagalpur, 
have been witnessing 
the heatwave for the past 
couple of days. 
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment 
on, criticise, run down, 
even appreciate if they like 
something in this paper. Letters 
carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, 
except when against people 
responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have 
to be ignored. Letters which 
carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command 
immediate attention and receive 
prominence.  
Mail us at: news@summittimes.com

Make Corruption a Dirty Word Again
Let’s stop finding excuses to justify it

Corruption is clearly not a dirty word any more. 
No, it is not, the chatter around CBI being allowed 
into Sikkim notwithstanding. That is more about 
settling scores and embarrassing than it is about 
fixing accountability because fact remains that 
corruption is now routine, and even expected. Al-
most everyone has been at either the receiving or 
the bribing end of this “social” exchange, and this 
dilutes the disdain one would expect for this per-
manent feature of “official work”. The supporters 
of corruption assume that it is in fact beneficial. 
This goes with “greasing the squeaky wheel” or 
simply “grease money” argument. As a 20th cen-
tury thinker put it: “Had corruption not been ben-
eficial it would never have been so common.” 

On a more serious note though, the problem 
with the “beneficial” argument of corruption is 
that the benefit is limited to a few, and what is 
worse, this comes at the cost of the larger commu-
nity. Moreover, corruption aggravates the issue of 
haves and have-nots and hurts the poorest of the 
poor, since, once bribing becomes routine, they 
get cut off from even the due processes because 
they do not have “show money”. And it is not us 
who say this. A study by the World Bank has re-
vealed that “grease money” does not speed up the 
bureaucratic delays to iron which out most people 
offer bribes; instead it creates more hurdles on 
the way. 

The firms that pay more bribes are not neces-
sarily more efficient, rather they are more likely to 
spend more, not less, management time with bu-
reaucrats negotiating regulations, and face higher, 
not lower, cost of capital, the World Bank report 
details. 

The reason behind this is simple to understand. 
Bribes are designed by the bureaucrats to extract 
rents [for the rules they sit on]; therefore, more 
bribes call for more regulations so that more rent 
can be extracted. This is also the reason why we 
say corruption breeds corruption. This, perhaps, 
also explains why governments are more keen on 
enacting rules and regulations and not as excited 
about the prospect of facilitating or even govern-
ing.

No matter how much we play around with 
words, fact remains that corruption has an ele-
ment of perverse incentive. It not only rewards 
the cheater but also penalises the honest, thereby 
decaying the whole system. While there are those 
who might still argue that the problem of corrup-
tion is “too big” or “too pervasive” to be solved by 
the effort of an individual or an individual agen-
cy, the society has tackled many bigger problems 
to let this one continue without a fight. It is time 
the people started priming themselves to deliver 
this malaise the knock-out punch. Once they are 
so convinced, they could also brainstorm the ways 
and means to achieve that goal as well.

Che Guevara: The face that launched a thousand…
Maria-Carolina Cambre
theconversation.com

Che Guevara’s image is seen as a global icon 
crossing multiple social and cultural bound-

aries exemplified in street protests and in di-
verse visual messaging such as posters, logos, 
t-shirts and slogans.

June 14th would have been Guevara’s 91st 
birthday, yet many questions remain: Why do peo-
ple everywhere still invoke this image? Why are 
they not dissuaded or discouraged by its commer-
cialization? What kinds of capacities and potential 
does it hold for them?

In the visual world, a photograph’s power to 
cross language and cultural boundaries makes it 
a critical site for negotiating messages and cre-
ating meaning.

For years, I noticed Guevara’s image appearing 
in all kinds of places. I noticed it in a demonstra-
tion for teachers in Chennai, India, a manifestation 
against NATO in Istanbul, Turkey, a mug in Am-
sterdam, a tattoo on Mike Tyson’s midriff and so 
on. My project tracked and collected thousands of 
these images.

Guevara’s legacy remains controversial to this 
day. The Argentine physician, Cuban revolutionary 
and South American guerrilla leader is admired 
by some, reviled by others. His image invites us to 
recount and memorialize: but what exactly are we 
being asked to remember?
ReMIXeS and RePeTITIon

Alberto Korda’s 1960 photograph of Che Gue-
vara, named the Guerrillero Heroico, is one of 
the most reproduced photographic images in the 
world. The publication of his picture, Korda not-
ed, was like an explosion in the world of photog-
raphy. Korda’s photograph has been accompanied 
by worldwide renderings and remixes: through 
t-shirts, graffiti, banners and even tattoos of Che’s 
face and often imprecise renderings, slogans and 
accompaniments chosen for display.

While fashion industries work to dilute the sym-
bolic power of the photo and depoliticize it, others 
re-invest it with emancipatory and political mean-
ings. My research worked to create spaces for un-
derstanding the continuing reproduction and use 
of the image of Che Guevara’s face in this context.

Yet despite the commodification of the image, it still 
resonates with ordinary people who carry it on the streets.

Student use of Guevara’s image by Korda began 
with radical movements scattered around the world 
in 1968, where Guevara became a symbolic leader. 
In Australia, student radicals at University of Sydney 
in 1968 declared Guevara their hero. Students in 
the United States put Guevara’s face on placards at 
demonstrations against the Vietnam War. Across the 

ocean in his cell, Irish Republican Army (IRA) con-
vict, Anthony McIntyre wrote about Guevara’s image 
after observing posters in prison.

In December 2004, as I made my way between 
protesters and police on the streets of Buenos Ai-
res, Che Guevara’s image was gazing from multiple 
banners. Someone handed me a flyer describing the 
2001 protests when thousands filled the streets to 
demand the government step down (which it did 
three times). They connected the protests of 2001 to 
2004 to the ones in the 1990s. 

As people held up banners of Guevara, it seemed 
to function as a reminder of the connection between 
those struggles and others globally. Thus, Guevara’s 
face marched against NATO in Istanbul, Bush in 
Berlin, privatization of education in Columbia, land 
rights in Mexico, and with Chavez and now Maduro 
in Venezuela.
iT WENT ViRAL BEFORE ThE iNTERNET

The adjective viral describes the mutation and 
carnivalization of images, typically over the internet: 
they can be altered, fragmented, re-contextualized 
and re-purposed in limitless ways. Using a word like 
virus to describe the spreading of images through 
sharing (like gossip) creates a blackbox effect sug-
gesting we don’t actually know why certain images 
spread more than others.

But before the invention of the internet, deriva-
tives of the Guerrillero Heroico were unstoppable, 
multiplying worldwide despite bans on the image. 
What might fuel an individual’s desire to re-render, 
carry, copy, appropriate or work with this image? 
There is no simple answer.

The Guerrillero Heroico is always in motion, 
it passes through the realm of the symbolic to the 
symptomatic and flickering between these kinds of 
classifications while rejecting these kinds of frames. 
In other words, the force of Guerrillero Heroico’s ap-
peal breaks the frame.

In the July 1967 issue of Paris Match, journalist 
and decorated war veteran Jean Pierre Lucien Osty 
wrote the article “Les Guerilleros” which ran with a 
full-page image of the Guerrillero Heroico. Another 
photo which ran inside the article, with the caption, 
“Che Guevara, where is he?” showed a crowd of Cu-
bans gathering at Havana’s Plaza de la Revolución 
with a two-tone version of the Guerrillero Heroico 
held aloft on a placard, as if to say: “Here he is!”

In October 1967, the Polish graphic artist Ro-
man Cieslewicz, designed a poster-like cover for 
Opus magazine. The facial features of the Guerril-
lero Heroico are removed and replaced with text. 
Suddenly, the “photographic face” became the 
ground for other expressions, yet something is still 
the same. The word “Che” instead of the eyes and 
“si” for the nose gesture toward the dynamics of 

words and slogans, as if the face itself is affirming, 
“Che, yes.”

On Oct. 18, 1967, the shock and disbelief of 
Guevara’s death was dispelled by Fidel Castro with 
his reading of Guevara’s last letter in a eulogy de-
livered in front of a five-storey image of the Guer-
rillero Heroico, monumentally emphasizing that 
this was to be the memorial image of Guevara.

JOURNEYS INTO THE FACE
The image of Che Guevara represents more 

than just a face. It is an image that has become a 
symbol and has assumed different social, cultural and 
political functions. It has been revered, despised or car-
ried in processions. For example, one of the murals of 
Guevara appeared in the 23 de Enero parish in Caracas, 
Venezuela, where garbage was often dumped. After the 
face appeared, the garbage disappeared. The image of 
Guevara seems to authorize certain actions and atti-
tudes while prohibiting others.

Images exchanged and modified by everyday peo-
ple challenge the regimes of representation governing 
a society, while offering an alternative legitimacy. Tes-
timony to the efficacy and vitality of images manifests 
in what they appear to do, what people do as a result, 
what they expect the form to achieve and why there are 
expectations at all.

We are no longer talking about someone appropri-
ating the image of Che in order to do something. 
Instead — in our cut-and-paste culture of continu-
al sharing of signs — we might say Guevara’s face 
has become a collective interface and conduit for 
expression.

The fluidity of the image is both formed and in-
formed by the cultural flows it participates in and 
it is all the more fluid because we are all the more 
adept at navigating the flows.

The progeny, multiplicities and continuing 
generative and transformational possibilities of 
the Guerrillero Heroico continue to defy efforts to 
classify, explain, critique, describe or respond to it.

Perhaps it is simply not to be understood.
[the writer is Associate Professor, Sociol-

ogy of Education, Concordia University]

Inducing consumer paralysis: how retailers 
bury customers in an avalanche of choice

ROBERT SLONIM
theconversation.com
Do you think you are paying more 
than you should for energy, banking, 
insurance, internet and phone ser-
vices? You are not alone, and you are 
probably right.

Companies offer a growing num-
ber of deals that supposedly enable 
you to choose what is best for you. 
Every basic economics textbook 
tells us greater choice should deliv-
er cheaper prices. But in reality this 
isn’t necessarily the case.

So what’s going on?
A big part of the answer is that 

businesses are taking advantage 
of the behavioural phenomenon of 
“consumer paralysis” to maximise 
profits.

They provide us with many plans 
and deals to make us feel like we are 
in control, but too many choices actu-
ally leads most of us to make a bad (or 
no) choice.
eneRGy PRICInG

Let’s consider how this works in 
the context of Australia’s electricity 
market.

In most areas of the country, resi-
dential customers have at least half a 
dozen retailers to choose from. 

Nonetheless, according to the Aus-
tralian Consumer and Competition 
Commission, electricity prices and 
profit margins are among the highest 
in the world, and rising. The consumer 
watchdog calculates that in the decade 
to 2018 the average residential elec-
tricity bill increased by 55% (or 35% 
in real terms) – and only a very small 
part of that had to do with alleged cul-
prits such as renewable energy.

Australia’s biggest electricity com-
pany, AGL, made a net profit of A$1.6 
billion in 2018 – 194% more than the 
year before.

Depending on where you live, AGL 
offers up to 11 energy plans to resi-
dential customers. There’s the “Sav-
ers” plan, “Savers Online”, “Everyday”, 
“Freedom”, “Standing Offer”, “Essen-
tials”, “Essentials Plus”, and so on.

Each plan, in turn, has four to eight 
tariff type options: “Flexible Price”, 

“Time of Use Interval”, “5 Day Time of 
Use”, “Single Rate”, “Two rate: single 
rate with controlled load”, “Single Rate 
Demand Opt-in”, and so on.

That adds up to literally dozens of 
price plans from just one retailer. Other 
companies are hardly better. For a cus-
tomer in inner Sydney, there are more 
than 350 retail plans to choose from. 
All this “choice” gives the appearance 
of a competitive market, but its effect 
is the opposite. It give retailers wriggle 
room to charge more, not less.
eXPeRIMenTS In CHoICe Be-
hAViOuR

Many experiments over the past 
three decades have demonstrated the 
ubiquity of too much choice leading to 
consumer paralysis.

One classic experiment was run 
by psychologists Sheena Iyengar and 
Mark Lepper in a San Francisco super-
market in 1999. Customers visiting the 
store were given a chance to sample 
jams. Half the time they were allowed 
to taste up to six jams; the other half 
they could taste up to 24 jams.

Traditional economics says a con-
sumer is much more likely to find a 
jam they really like with a sample of 
24 rather than six. So offering 24 jams 
should lead to more jam purchases.

Yet exactly the opposite was found. 
Of the consumers who chose to taste 
jams, only 3% of those who could 
sample 24 jams ended up buying jam, 
whereas 30% (or 10 times more) of 
those who could sample just six jams 
ended up buying.

More choices provided, more pa-
ralysis.

More recently, in 2012, Iyengar’s 
Columbia University colleague Eric 
Johnson and others reported on an 
experiment with much greater conse-
quences.

They asked people to choose health 
insurance coverage from a set of four 
or eight options. The options varied on 
monthly premiums and deductibles. 
When given four options, 42% of sub-
jects chose the best value option. On 
average their choices cost about $200 
more than the best option on offer.

When given eight options, only 

21% chose the best option – no better 
than simply making a random choice. 
ReInfoRCInG PSyCHoloGICal 
BiASES

Given the massive number of prod-
ucts and plans available in the energy, 
banking, insurance, internet and mo-
bile phone sectors, the time and effort 
needed to choose the best deal leaves 
us feeling overwhelmed and overload-
ed. In response, we rely on shortcuts 
(rules of thumb) to save both time 
(and our sanity).

But these shortcuts can also cause 
biases that result in further paralysis, 
including: - Present bias – we 
put much greater weight on the pres-
ent than the future. Since the cost of 
making decisions happens in the pres-
ent (like the time and effort to compare 
options and switch services) while the 
benefits happen later (like saving mon-
ey), we minimise the time we spend 
making decisions

- Status quo bias – we tend to 
stick with a chosen option or default, 
even when a much better option may 
be available

- Loss aversion – we place 
much greater weight on losses and of-
ten overestimate the chance of a bad 
outcome.

There is considerable evidence 
pointing to how these biases lead to 
consumer paralysis in the retail bank-
ing and energy sectors.

In 2017, Britain’s energy regulator, 
Ofgem, ran a randomised control trial 
involving more than 130,000 electric-
ity customers. Participants received 
personalised letters either from Ofgem 
or their current provider offering sub-
stantially better electricity deals.

The result: compared with the con-
trol group in which only 1% switched 
tariffs within the next month, 3.4% of 
those who received an offer from their 
electricity provider switched to a bet-
ter deal. Even when presented with 
notable savings, more than 96% stuck 
with the status quo. 

Other Ofgem research shows that 
among those who have not switched 
energy plans, 51% consider it a hassle 
they don’t have time for, and 48% wor-

ry that things would go wrong.
Yvette Hartfree and her colleagues 

at the University of Bristol’s Personal 
Finance Research Centre have noted 
similar fears among bank customers: 
“The biggest concern for those consid-
ering switching is that something will 
go wrong at some point in the process 
of switching.” 

TAKING ACTION
We should not be surprised that 

energy companies and others use an 
avalanche of choice to confuse us. It is 
a brilliant business strategy: it seems 
more competitive from a traditional 
assessment, yet actually reduces com-
petition.

So what can you do?
On your own, you will need to 

make a conscious effort to overcome 
paralysis. You need to devote the time 
to carefully compare offers.

Fortunately, you can find tools that 
can help, such as the Australian gov-
ernment’s energy comparison web-
site. However, be wary of commercial 
“switching services” and websites that 
provide comparisons. These opera-
tions are often being paid by retailers. 
Their motives are not necessarily to 
direct you to the best deal.

What can we do collectively?
One option is government action 

to ensure switching services are trust-
worthy. At a minimum, there should be 
guidelines that switching services not 
take payments from retailers, and only 
charge you when you actually save 
money.

Another option is to form “con-
sumer unions”, which can bargain col-
lectively to get members better deals. 
The potential of community groups to 
leverage bulk-buying arrangements 
has demonstrated in other contexts. In 
Victoria’s Gippsland region, for exam-
ple local organisations have banded to-
gether to offer discounts on renewable 
energy technology.

There’s no reason something simi-
lar could not be done to overcome the 
choice problems induced by big ener-
gy retailers and the like.

[the writer is Professor of Eco-
nomics, University of Sydney]
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Bru repatriation JMG meeting postponed 

on request of MBdPf: official
aizawl, Jun 17 (PTI): 
The proposed meeting 
of the Joint Monitoring 
Group (JMG) on Bru re-
patriation to be held in 
Delhi on Tuesday was 
postponed on the re-
quest of the Mizoram 
Bru Displaced People’s 
Forum (MBDPF) lead-
ers, a senior state Home 
department official said 
here Monday.

The JMG comprised 
of top officials of the Min-
istry of Home Affairs, se-
nior Home department 
officials of both Mizoram 
and Tripura govern-
ments and leaders of the 
MBDPF, the official said.

The JMG meeting was 
called to deliberate on 
the preparedness of the 
stake-holders for the re-
patriation process.

The official said the 
MBDPF said that they 
would not be able to at-
tend the meeting due to 
ill-health of their leaders 
and the time for holding 
the next meeting was yet 
to be scheduled.

Meanwhile, the 
Mizoram government 
has already announced 
its proposal to com-
mence the ninth and final 
round of repatriation of 
Brus from October and 
that the process should 
be completed before De-
cember this year.

Preparations are in 
full swing from May 28, 
the day after the election 
process for Parliamen-
tary polls was over by 
holding a meeting of 
the district core com-
mittee on Bru repatria-
tion at the border town 
of Kolasib, followed by a 
meeting at Mizoram-Tri-
pura-Bangladesh bor-
der Mamit town and lat-
er at Bangladesh border 
Lunglei town.

“The repatriated 
Brus would be reset-
tled within the As-
sembly constituencies 
where they had resid-
ed in 1997, before the 
exodus in accordance 
with the guidelines of 
the repatriation,” the 

official said.
While 4,185 Bru 

families were pro-
posed to be resettled 
in Mamit district, 822 
Bru families would be 
resettled in 10 villag-
es in Kolasib district, 
371 families would 
be resettled in south 
Mizoram’s Lunglei dis-
trict.

The state govern-
ment and the NGO Co-
ordination Committee, 
an umbrella organi-
sation of the civil so-
cieties and student 
associations, which 
threatened to boycot-
ted the Parliamentary 
polls on the issue of ex-
ercise of franchise by 
over 12,000 Bru vot-
ers in the relief camps, 
reached an agreement 
before the Lok Sabha 
polls that the repatri-
ation process would be 
taken up this year and 
it should be the last at-
tempt.

The agreement said 
that those who refuse 

to return to Mizoram 
during the proposed 
repatriation should stay 
back in Tripura and their 
names deleted from the 
Mizoram voters’ lists.

Thousands of Brus 
continue to refuse to re-
turn to Mizoram even 
after the Mizoram Bru 
Displaced People’s Fo-
rum (MBDPF) apex body 
of the Brus in the relief 
camps signed an agree-
ment with the Centre 
and Mizoram and Tripu-
ra governments on July 
three last year.

In the agreement, the 
Centre promised to pro-
vide Rs 4 lakh to each 
repatriated family by 
depositing in their ac-
counts, payment of Rs 1.5 
lakh for housing assis-
tance and payment of Rs 
5,000 per month to each 
family and free ration for 
two years.

The vexed Bru prob-
lem started when Bru 
bodies demanded a sepa-
rate autonomous district 
council by carving out ar-

eas of western Mizoram 
adjoining Bangladesh 
and Tripura in 1997 ag-
gravated by the murder 
of Lalzawmliana, a for-
est guard working in the 
Dampa Tiger Reserve by 
Bru National Liberation 
Front (BNLF) insurgents 
on October 21, 1997.

The exodus began 
after Bru insurgents 
threatened the commu-
nity members instruct-
ing them to migrate 
to Tripura or be in the 
crossfire when they at-
tack the Mizoram Police.

The first attempt to 
repatriate the Brus from 
the six relief camps in 
Tripura from November 
16, 2009 not only fizzled 
out due to the murder of 
a Mizo youth at Bungthu-
am village on November 
13, 2009, but also trig-
gered another wave of 
exodus.

Repeated attempts 
to repatriate them 
ended in a failure till 
date as more people 
remained in the camps.

Congress sets target of winning 80 seats in assam in 2021
GUWaHaTI, JUn 17 
(PTI): The Congress 
Monday announced a 
target of winning 80 out 
of 126 seats in the As-
sembly polls in Assam 
in 2021 and decided to 
focus on re-establishing 
contact with the people.

The Congress cur-
rently has 25 MLAs in 
state Assembly, while the 
BJP has 61 and its allies 
Asom Gana Parishad 
and Bodoland People’s 
Front have 14 and 12 
members respectively.

The AIUDF has 13 
members in the House 
and there is one Inde-
pendent.

“We have set the 
‘Mission 80’ for 2021 
and will start work 
from now to achieve 
this target. This is a 
very serious challenge 
and not easy, but we 
are ready to take it,” 
senior leader and for-
mer chief minister Ta-
run Gogoi said here.

The main strategy 
to re-capture power in 
2021 will be re-estab-
lishing contact with 

people and strength-
ening the booth com-
mittees for that, he 
told a press confer-
ence.

The decision was 
made in an executive 
committee meeting 
held on Saturday.

The three-time for-
mer chief minister ad-
mitted that the party 
became complacent 
after being in power 
from 2001 to 2016.

“We can learn from 
the RSS that how they 
maintain connect with 
the people. We will 
visit each home and 
enquire about peo-
ples’ problems and 
see if the facilities 
promised by the BJP 
government have ac-

tually been delivered 
or not. We will have 
to spend more time in 
villages,” he added.

Gogoi said the Con-
gress too had Seva 
Dal, Bharat Yuvak Sa-
maj and other social 
organisations like 
the various branches 
of the RSS, but these 
have become inactive 
over the years.

“We need to revive 
our ground contact 
with the people.

We have to listen to 
their grievances and 
accommodate them in 
our plan of actions. 
Then they will accept 
us again,” he said.

When asked who 
will take the leader-
ship for its ‘Mission 

80’ target, Gogoi said, 
“I will take leadership 
from the front.”

He, however, re-
frained from project-
ing anyone as the face 
of Congress chief min-
ister at this moment 
and said new leaders 
will emerge during 
the next two years.

Gogoi alleged that 
the BJP wants to have 
a single- party rule 
in the entire country 
with the help of mon-
ey and muscle powers, 
but it is a danger to 
democracy.

He also wondered 
why people voted 
again for the BJP- led 
NDA government in 
the recent Lok Sabha 
elections despite huge 
job loss, price rise, 
farm crisis, impact of 
demonetisation and 
GST, false promises 
on Rs 15 lakh deposit 
to bank accounts and 
many other such is-
sues.

Asked about recent 
disciplinary actions 
taken against some 

Congress leaders, Gogoi 
said if they show signs 
of rectification, a second 
chance should be given.

“We have been le-
nient in taking disci-
plinary actions.

Personally I want 
to take them back in 
the party if they rectify 
themselves. But the final 
decision is to be taken by 
the Disciplinary Action 
Committee of the APCC,” 
he added.

On Saturday, the As-
sam Pradesh Congress 
Committee decided to 
suspend Barak valley 
leader Gautam Roy and 
general secretary Ramen 
Borthakur from the party 
for their alleged anti-par-
ty activities.

The Extended Exec-
utive Committee also 
decided to take disci-
plinary action against 
vice-president Dwijen 
Sarma, general secretary 
Ramesh Jain and secretary 
Partha Pratim Bora for their 
anti-party activities and 
forwarded it accordingly 
to the Disciplinary Action 
Committee.

doctors in assam join nationwide IMa strike, services hit

Guwahati, Jun 17 
(PTI): Medical services 
were hit on Monday as 
doctors across Assam 
joined the daylong strike 
called by the Indian Med-
ical Association (IMA) 
in solidarity with their 
counterparts in Bengal.

Services have been 
withdrawn for 24 hours 
at the outpatient de-
partments of all medical 
colleges and hospitals 
in the state, with the ju-
nior doctors observing 
a sit-in protest, sporting 
black badges.

The doctors, with 
placards in hand, were 
seen demanding secu-
rity for medicos across 
the country.

Some senior doctors 
and healthcare person-
nel took time off from 
work to participate in the 

protest.
The IMA has called 

for a 24-hour strike on 
Monday, withdrawing 
non-essential health ser-
vices across the country 
in the wake of the as-
sault on doctors in West 
Bengal.

Emergency and ca-
sualty services, however, 
continued to function ev-
erywhere.

“On humanitarian 
grounds, we are provid-
ing emergency services. 
Only OPDs will remain 
closed for the day,” said 
a member of Junior Doc-
tors’ Association.

Another doctor 
sought strict laws for 
their protection in view 
of the assault in the Kol-
kata hospital.

“We demand laws for 
protection of doctors and 

strict implementation of 
legal provisions so that 
attendants of patients do 
not attack us in future,” 
he said.

Two doctors at NRS 
Medical College and Hos-
pital in the West Bengal 
capital sustained seri-
ous injuries in an attack 
by the family members 
and relatives of a patient, 
who died on June 10.

Union Health Min-
ister Harsh Vardhan 
had on Saturday asked 
states to consider enact-
ing a specific legislation 
for protecting doctors 
and medical profession-
als from violence.

The IMA has de-
manded a compre-
hensive central law in 
dealing with violence 
on doctors and health-
care staff.

Fresh efforts on to push Myanmarese refugees back
aizawl, Jun 17 (PTI): 
After the proposed de-
portation of over 200 
Myanmarese refugees 
from Mizoram were de-
ferred two days ago, the 
administration has tak-
en up fresh initiative to 
repatriate them, state 
Home Minister Lalcham-
liana said Monday.

A total of 219 Myan-
marese refugees be-
longing to 54 families 
are staying in four vil-
lages of southernmost 
Mizoram’s Lawngtlai 
district since Novem-
ber 2017.

“The Centre in-
structed us to deport 
the foreigners who were 
in Lawngtlai district’s 
Hmawngbuchhuah vil-
lage and even use force 
if necessary,” the minis-
ter said.

Lalchamliana said 
identification of the 
refugees was being 
conducted again as the 
figures given by the 
Lawngtlai district ad-
ministration and the 

Assam Rifles authorities 
did not tally.

Inspector Gener-
al of Police John Nei-
hlaia told PTI that the 
government took firm 
stand on the issue of 
foreigners entering the 
state illegally and that 
stringent action would 
be taken against illegal 
immigrants.

The district admin-
istration on Saturday 
deferred the proposed 
repatriation of the 
refugees to Myan-
mar on ‘humanitari-
an ground’, Lawngtlai 
district officials said.

They said a team 
of officials, policemen, 
NGO leaders and Assam 
Rifles personnel went 
to Hmawngbuchhuah 
village on Thursday to 
deport the refugees.

But inclement 
weather and the reluc-
tance of the refugees 
who included women, 
children and elderly 
people compelled the 
officials to defer the re-

patriation.
Over 1,700 refugees 

from Paletwa and sur-
rounding villages in 
Myanmar fled the coun-
try during the later part 
of November in 2017, 
entered Mizoram and 
took shelter in four 
villages in Lawngt-
lai district following 
armed conflict be-
tween the Myanmar 
Army and the Arakan 
Army (AA) militants.

While majority of 
the refugees have re-
turned to their home-
land after the Myanmar 
Army sanitized the area, 
some of them refused 
to go back and settled 
down by constructing 
houses and taking up 
livelihood.

The remaining ref-
ugees claimed that 
though their villages 
were now peaceful but 
it would be difficult for 
them to earn livelihood.

The refugees mainly 
belonged to the Rakhine 
community.

Mountain Echoes literature festival to celebrate 
‘many lives and the many stories they hold’

new delhi, Jun 17 
(PTI): The 10th edition 
of Mountain Echoes, 
the Bhutan festival 
of art ,  culture, and 
literature, will  ex-
plore and celebrate 
elements of personal, 
professional,  mental 
and spiritual success 
as part of this year’s 
theme - “Many lives 
and the many stories 
they hold”.

Beginning from 
August 23 in Thim-
phu, the capital city 
of Bhutan, the festi-
val will  showcase a 
wide range of artistic 
media like literature, 
visual arts,  photog-
raphy, theatre, film, 
music,  and dance.

Speaking about 
this year’s theme, ac-
tor-artist and festi-
val co-director Kelly 
Dorji said that this 
edition will  “extend 
to more mediums and 
cultural activities”.

“As Mountain 
Echoes turns 10, this 
year’s edition is very 
special as our theme 
encompasses ‘many 
lives’.  I  am especial-
ly excited to see so 
many Bhutanese con-
tribute their talents 
to the festival.

“Her Majesty 
Gyalyum Dorji Wang-
mo Wangchuck has 
steered this wonder-
ful concept to reach 
farther and farther 
into mystical Bhutan 
and this year I espe-
cially look forward to 
filmmaking and the-
atre getting more rec-
ognition and gaining 
momentum amongst 
the people here,” he 
added.

The festival,  an 
initiative of the In-
dia-Bhutan Founda-
tion and produced by 
Jaipur-based literary 
agency Siyahi,  will 
welcome about 100 
writers, thinkers, 
politicians, and cul-
tural icons from dif-
ferent nationalities.

The three-day cul-
tural gala will  wit-
ness former director 
of the London Na-
tional Gallery and 
British Museum Neil 
MacGregor, documen-
tary photographer 
Xyza Bacani,  and pro-
fessor of Artificial In-
telligence Toby Walsh 
among others.

Actress Bhumi 
Pednekar, principal 
economic advisor to 
the Government of 

India Sanjeev Sany-
al,  and Shivya Nath, 
author of the best-
selling travel memoir 
“The Shooting Star” 
will  be among oth-
er prominent names 
from India.

“Mountain Echoes 
is a wonderful brand 
that we can collec-
tively be proud of, 
and for which I con-
gratulate Siyahi.  On 
its 10th anniversary 
it returns to Bhutan 
bigger and better, as 
we celebrate this re-
markable friendship 
as two countries,” 
Ruchira Kamboj,  Am-
bassador of India to 
Bhutan, said.

Eminent Bhu-
tanese personal-
ities from differ-
ent spheres such as 
Khenpo Karchung, 
a monk and a San-
skrit teacher at Tago 
Dorden Tashithang 
Buddhist Universi-
ty; author Chador 
Wangmo, and tech-
nology entrepreneur, 
Forbes 30 under 30 
Sonam Pelden along 
with other renowned 
names will  be holding 
sessions on various 
subjects.

Visually-impaired musicians 
strike a chord in Meghalaya

Shillong, Jun 17 (PTI): 
A troupe of visually im-
paired musicians is hit-
ting the right notes in 
this hill state, with night 
club owners and event 
managers lining up to 
hire them, more so after 
the state election depart-
ment recently engaged 
them for pre-poll cam-
paigns.

‘Light After Dark’, a 
musical band of five per-
formers in their 20s, has 
been receiving rave re-
views for its shows, not 
just in Meghalaya, but 
elsewhere in the region 
too, Zoma Sailo, a music 
teacher and the group’s 
mentor, told PTI.

“The band had played 
during the Cherry Blos-
som festival last year, 
also at the La-tomatina 
fest by the scenic Umiam 
Lake, and IIT’s TedX show 
at Guwahati. Everywhere 
the response has been 
overwhelming,” he said.

Sailo, who teach-
es music at the govern-
ment-run centre here, also 
maintained that he had to 
blindfold himself on occa-
sions to get a feel of how 
the troupe members per-
ceive the musical notes.

“The boys, who ini-
tially played for a school 
band, would visit my 
place often to practice 
rock, reggae and Hindi 
music. They got togeth-
er in 2013 to form the 
band with four members 
- Wanlamphrang as the 
vocalist, Rimiki Pajuh as 
lead guitarist, Dilbert-
star Lyngdoh as bassist 
and Hilter Khongshai as 
drummer,” he said.

The fifth member, 
Plamiki Lapasam, joined 
the band as vocalist and 
guitarist earlier this year.

“The big break came 
when the state election 
department hired the 
band for its pre-poll cam-
paigns. That became the 
turning point of their lives 
and there was no looking 
back for them,” he said.

Wanlamphrang, who 
leads the band, said his dis-
ability never came in the 
way of his performances.

“With easy access 
to YouTube and other 
apps like Spotify, learn-
ing songs is no longer a 
task. Also, earlier, we had 
to write down and mug 
up lyrics, now we can 
learn the songs at ease,” 
he said.
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‘you can feel this surge’: how france 
has caught Women’s World Cup fever

angelique Chrisafis
ThEguARDiAN

France has seen a huge 
surge in enthusiasm 

for women’s football, 
with TV viewing figures 
for the World Cup dou-
ble what was predicted, 
national-team games 
packing stadiums, France 
shirts selling fast and 
players swiftly becoming 
household names.

As France prepare to 
face Nigeria on Monday 
in Rennes, sponsors and 
TV commentators have 
revelled in the increased 
interest. More than 10 
million French TV view-
ers have tuned in for 
each of France’s matches. 
The top TV channel TF1, 
the main broadcaster 
of the tournament, had 
expected up to five mil-
lion viewers for the first 
match. It got around dou-
ble.

Significantly, twice as 
many viewers watched 
France’s 4-0 win against 
South Korea in the tour-
nament’s opening match 
than tuned in for the 
men’s Euro 2020 quali-
fier against Andorra the 
night before.

According to Me-
diamétrie analysts, 54% 
of French TV viewers of 
Les Bleues’ fixtures are 
men under 50. Many of 
them are praising the 
“superior quality” of the 
game. A large amount of 
families are watching on 
TV, as well as going to 
watch the teams in stadi-
ums, where young boys 
can be seen in the special 
kits being sold in support 

of the women’s team.
Players such as the 

France captain, Aman-
dine Henry, the star 
striker Eugénie Le Som-
mer and the defender 
Wendie Renard have be-
come household names 
and the team are regular-
ly on the front pages – an 
increased visibility that 
has led commentators to 
predict an increased in-
terest from sponsors.

The crowds turning 
up to France’s training 
sessions have swelled, 
with children calling out 
to players by their first 
names for autographs. 
The France manag-
er, Corinne Diacre, has 
also swiftly become a 
household name for us-
ing dead-pan humour in 
response to being por-
trayed by media as overly 
strict and severe.

The number of ho-
tel bookings in towns 
hosting matches is said 
by tourism groups to be 
unexpectedly high, al-

though for most matches 
not involving France the 
stadiums have been far 
from full. Bars screen-
ing the matches report 
a good turnout. “There 
have been a steady num-
ber of people watching 
it live,” said a staff mem-
ber at Au Metro, a Paris 
bar known for screening 
sport.

France’s second 
match, a 2-1 win against 
Norway in Nice, played 
to a packed stadium, de-
spite women’s football in 
the city previously seeing 
much smaller audiences 
in recent months.

“You can feel this 
surge of momentum 
behind the sport – the 
TV viewing figures are 
staggering,” said Vir-
ginie Bachelier, a sports 
correspondent for Ouest 
France, France’s big-
gest-selling regional pa-
per, which is devoting a 
large amount of coverage 
to the event. “Six months 
ago, if a women’s football 

match got one million 
TV viewers, that would 
be considered good. But 
now 10 million view-
ers are tuning in on the 
basis of the team’s skill 
and performance. Peo-
ple want to watch them 
because they are world-
class players. And in foot-
ball, you have to get into 
people’s living rooms for 
it to count.”

Bachelier said she 
was hoping for a substan-
tial leap in support for 
the women’s game in the 
way that France trans-
formed into a football 
nation when the men’s 
team won the World Cup 
in 1998. She said of the 
France-Norway match: 
“I thought the crowd 
might be largely made 
up of women or women 
footballers but not at all; 
it was people of all ages, 
lots of families, young 
boys, pensioners and 
groups of guys. I met a 
group of five young men 
who’d come from Toulon. 

They said: ‘We’re here 
because we’re looking 
forward to watching a 
good game.’”

The turnout in 
Rennes on Monday is 
predicted to be large – 
Brittany already has a 
strong tradition of sup-
porting women’s sport.

Although France are 
considered potential fa-
vourites to win the tour-
nament – the hosts want 
to build on the men’s 
team’s win in 2018 to 
become the first coun-
try to hold both World 
Cups at the same time – 
the country is typically 
wary of building up too 
much bravado. But many 
are hoping the growing 
interest in the women’s 
game – with sponsors 
sensing the potential for 
higher returns – could 
help redress the pay im-
balance in the sport.

Vikash Dhorasoo, a 
former France men’s in-
ternational, has started 
a petition against “sexist 
and salary discrimina-
tion” in football, where 
the women earn far less 
than their French male 
counterparts.

The satirical French 
weekly Charlie Hebdo – 
which has long derided 
all types of football – ran 
a cover this week mock-
ing the women’s World 
Cup by showing a football 
on a woman’s genitals. It 
sparked criticism, with 
the French tennis player 
Lucas Pouille slamming 
it as “shameful” on Twit-
ter before deleting his 
tweet.

England look to get closer to 
semis, Afghanistan aim revival

Manchester, Jun 17 
(PTI): Struck by a se-
ries of injury setbacks, 
England will look to get 
the combination right 
when they take on the 
low-ranked but spirited 
Afghanistan in their bid 
get closer to a semi-final 
berth, here on Tuesday.

The hosts are strug-
gling with fitness issues, 
the latest being captain 
Eoin Morgan having to 
leave the field with 
a back spasm during 
the game against the 
West Indies.

Opening batsman Ja-
son Roy was also forced 
off the field during the 
same match due to a tight 
hamstring.

Himself in doubt for 
Tuesday’s game but Mor-
gan insisted there is no 
need to hit the panic but-
ton just yet.

“It is sore. I have had 
back spasms before and 
it normally takes a few 
days to settle down. It 
is unclear, we will know 
more in the next 24 
hours. You normally get 
a good indication the fol-
lowing day,” Morgan said 
after the victory against 
West Indies.

“Jason had a tight 
hamstring and will go for 
a scan. I think when any 
two players go down it is 
a bit of a worry but it is 
not panic stations yet.”

In case Morgan isn’t 
fully fit, vice captain Jos 
Buttler is likely to lead 
the team which boasts 
of a strong bench 
strength that includes 
the likes of Tom Curran 
and Moeen Ali.

After suffering a 
shock loss to Pakistan, 
England have got their 
act together, excelling in 
all three departments 
and the hosts will want 
to continue riding on the 
winning momentum.

On the other hand, 
Afghanistan will be ea-
ger to post their first win 
in the ongoing 50-over 
showpiece.

Playing in their sec-
ond World Cup, the 
bottom-placed Afghani-
stan lost all four of their 
matches till now to 
South Africa, Australia, 
Sri Lanka and New Zea-
land respectively.

However, the players 
from the war-torn nation 
can take confidence from 
the fact that they almost 
pulled off a win against 
Sri Lanka.

The main concern 
will be batting as Afghan-
istan are yet to play out 
40-plus overs in any of 
their games.

They made an en-
couraging start against 
South Africa, with open-
ers Hazratullah Zazai 
and Noor Ali Zadran 
watchfully negotiating 
the early overs but failed 
to capitalise on that.

The rest of the team 
couldn’t reach double 
digits apart from Rashid 
Khan, who once again 
showed that he is shap-
ing up to be a talented 
all-rounder.

The conditions, and 
whether the wicket sup-
ports spin, will play a 
crucial for the Afghans 
who rely heavily on their 
tweakers Rashid and 
Mohammad Nabi to get 
them the breakthroughs.

Squads:
England:Eoin Mor-

gan, Moeen Ali, Jofra 
Archer, Jonny Bairstow, 
Jos Buttler, Tom Cur-
ran, Liam Dawson, Liam 
Plunkett, Adil Rashid, 
Joe Root, Jason Roy, Ben 
Stokes,James Vince, Chris 
Woakes, Mark Wood.

Afghanistan: Gul-
badin Naib (c), Noor 
Ali Zadran, Hazratullah 
Zazai, Rahmat Shah (wk), 
Asghar Afghan, Hashmat-
ullah Shahidi, Najibullah 
Zadran, Samiullah Shin-
wari, Mohammad Nabi, 
Rashid Khan, Dawlat Za-
dran, Aftab Alam, Hamid 
Hassan, Mujeeb ur Rah-
man, Ikram Ali Khil.

Match starts at 
3pm IST.

Sharapova has ‘expectations’ for 
return from five-month absence

Palma (Spain), Jun 17 
(afP): Maria Sharapova 
said on Sunday that she 
has “expectations” for 
herself ahead of her re-
turn from a five-month 
injury absence in Mallor-
ca next week.

The five-time Grand 
Slam champion has not 
played since withdraw-
ing from the St Peters-
burg event in January 
to have surgery on a 
long-standing shoulder 
injury.

Sharapova has strug-
gled to find top form 
since coming back 
from a 15-month dop-
ing ban in 2017.

“When you go out in 
a tournament, anything 
can happen,” the 32-year-
old told wtatennis.com.

“You want to go out 
on the court and you 
want to show the type of 
tennis you think you can 
produce. I certainly have 
expectations for myself... 
And I enjoy getting better 
every day.

“The injuries are very 
frustrating... But then 
the next day, you start 
feeling better.

“The next day, you 
get better and you get a 
little more optimistic. A 
few months later, even 
though it’s a long pro-
cess, here you are and 
you’re excited to compete 
again.”

Sharapova will face 
Slovakia’s Viktoria Kuz-

mova in the first round of 
the grass-court Wimble-
don warm-up event, and 
could play three-time 
Grand Slam title win-
ner Angelique Kerber in 
round two.

The Russian star beat 
former world number 
one Caroline Wozniacki 
at the Australian Open 
earlier this year, but has 
only reached one major 
quarter-final since be-
ing suspended for taking 
meldonium.

Sharapova thinks 
that, due to the inju-
ry, she was not en-
joying her tennis six 
months ago.

“I’ve been through 
it before, 10 years ago 
with the shoulder. My 
shoulder has been trou-
blesome for a majority 
of my career,” she said.

“Before it was about 
pain management, but 
in January, I wasn’t re-
ally enjoying playing be-

cause after every match 
I would think about what 
we would do to help my 
shoulder.

“I wasn’t really think-
ing about being excited 
about the way I was play-
ing, even though there 
were some great matches 
that I played in the start 
of the year.”

Sharapova has 
slipped to 86th from 29th 
in the rankings during 
her lay-off.

“I took this time in 
order to come back 
to my first event and 
feel like I have a really 
good chance at it.

“Being away from 
the game for a few 
months is always chal-
lenging, because you 
miss a lot of things, 
but from a shoulder 
perspective, I’m giving 
it a really good chance 
here. Every match is 
going to be a really 
good test.

Torrero: Football gave me my life back
Cecilia lagos
fifa.com

Ryann Torrero was 
born and brought up 

in the USA, the place she 
still calls home, where 
she lives with her family 
and whose culture she 
identifies with. Yet she 
also grew up listening 
to her mother speaking 
Spanish and cooking 
Chilean food, and listen-
ing and dancing to Chil-
ean music.

“I really feel like I’ve 
got two identities,” the 
goalkeeper explained. 
“I’ve felt that presence 
all my life. Going on the 
journey to take out dual 
nationality has been re-
ally crucial in my life and 
has allowed me to under-
stand that other side of 
my life.

“When I talk about 
Chile and say ‘us’ it’s be-
cause I’ve really felt part 
of that culture all my life. 
The thing is, now I under-
stand it. It’s been fantas-
tic to have the pieces to 
the puzzle and to be able 
to put them together, see 
the complete picture and 
find that identity inside 

me.”
“When I listen to the 

anthems, the word that 
springs to mind is grat-
itude. I really thought 
I’d never play again but 
football gave me my life 
back. To be able to hear 
both anthems and have 
my mum and dad in the 
stands, who are a mix of 
that Chilean-American 
identity, is like closing 
the circle for me and for 
my family and football 
career.”

Football as therapy
Torrero started out 

as a midfielder before 
ex-USA keeper Ian Feuer 
persuaded her to try her 
hand at goalkeeping. In 
2018 she fulfilled her 
dream of playing in the 
NWSL, signing for Chica-
go Red Stars, where she 
shares keeping duties 
with Alisa Naeher and 
Emily Boyd.

Torrero’s journey to 
the top has not been an 
easy one, however. In 
2016, she was involved 
in a bad car accident that 
left her with serious in-
juries and involved in a 
traumatic legal case.

“The accident put my 
career on hold,” she said. 
“I had injuries to my back 
and both hips. I thought 
I’d never play football 
again. Being able to start 
over again with Chicago 
was crucial, and it led to 
me being called up to the 
Chilean national team.”

In the two years she 
spent recovering from 
her injuries, Torrero 
found a form of therapy 
in modelling: “I felt like 
I’d lost direction after 
the accident. It deprived 
me of the job I’d been do-
ing all my life. Modelling 
was me looking for a sec-
ond career at the lowest 
point of my life. It gave 
me what I needed to stay 
positive.”

After everything she 
has been through, 
just  being at  the 
FIFA Women’s  World 
Cup™,  even as  an un -
derstudy to  the great 
Christ iane Endler, 
is  nothing short  of 
a  dream for  her:  “To 
be here at  the World 
Cup when I thought that 
my career was over is 
wonderful.”

Woodland denies Koepka with three-stroke US open triumph
Pebble Beach (US), Jun 
17 (afP): Gary Wood-
land won the 119th US 
Open on Sunday, captur-
ing his first major title 
with a 13-under par to-
tal to deny two-time de-
fending champion Brook 
Koepka’s bid for history 
at Pebble Beach.

Woodland punctu-
ated the victory with a 
birdie bomb at 18, a fi-
nal flourish in a display 
of back-nine fortitude 
that saw him convert a 
54-hole lead for the first 
time in eight career at-
tempts.

“Once that went in, 
it all kind of came out of 
me, it was special to fin-

ish it off here at Pebble 
Beach,” said Woodland, 
who threw his arms in 
the air then pumped his 
fist.

He knew his 13-un-
der total was one better 
than the 12-under post-
ed by Tiger Woods in his 
US Open victory at Peb-
ble in 2000.

But 19 years ago, 
Woods was the only play-
er under par, marching to 
victory by a massive 15 
strokes while Woodland 
topped a leaderboard 
that featured 31 players 
under par.

Most dangerous was 
Koepka, trying to become 
just the second player -- 

and the first in more than 
a century -- to win the 
US Open three straight 
times.

He started the day 
four strokes off Wood-
land’s lead and immedi-
ately applied pressure 
with four birdies in his 
first five holes.

But his three-under 
68 left him three strokes 
shy on 10-under 274.

Koepka did grab a 
slice of US Open histo-
ry, becoming the fourth 
player to complete four 
rounds in the 60s. Min-
utes later, Woodland be-
came the fifth with a final 
scoreline of 68-65-69-69.

“I was proud of my-

self to stay in my mo-
ment and control myself 
and not get too worried 
about what he was do-
ing,” Woodland said.

England’s Justin Rose, 
who started the day one 
shot behind Woodland, 
struggled to a three-over 
74 to finish tied for third 
on seven-under with 

Americans Xander Schauf-
fele and Chez Reavie and 
Spain’s Jon Rahm.

Woodland, 35, took 
a two-shot lead with a 
bold birdie at the par-five 
14th, where he powered 
his second shot to the 
short rough behind the 
green and chipped to 
three feet.

“The idea was to play 
to win,” Woodland said.

“That birdie kind of 
separated me a little bit.” 
He was in trouble at the 
par-three 17th, where his 
tee shot found the front 
right of the putting sur-
face -- on the wrong side 
of a ridge in the hour-
glass green.

lanka easter bombings signal ‘new type 
of terror’ threat in S asia: nepal’s dy PM

Kathmandu, Jun 17 
(PTI): Sri Lanka’s dev-
astating Easter Sunday 
bombings have signalled 
that a “new type of 
terrorism” threat has 
arrived in South Asia 
and that Nepal has 
to learn from the les-
sons and experiences 
of its friends around 
the world on count-
er terrorism, Deputy 
Prime Minister and De-
fence Minister Ishwar 
Pokhrel has said.

It is very important 
to understand the com-
plex phenomenon of 
terrorism in regional 
and national contexts, 
Pokhrel said while ad-
dressing a seminar 
‘Dialogues on Public 
Security: Countering 
Terrorism’ organised 
by Nepal Army here on 
Sunday.

Nine suicide bomb-
ers carried out a se-
ries of blasts that tore 
through three churches 
and as many luxury ho-
tels on April 21, killing 
258 people and injur-
ing 500 others.

“We have witnessed 

terrorist attacks on in-
nocent civilians in many 
parts of the world and 
we have been saddened 
by those attacks,” he was 
quoted as saying by My 
Republica newspaper.

“The Easter Sunday 
bombing attacks this 
April in Sri Lanka sent a 
clear and strong message 
that a new type of terror-
ism threat has arrived in 
South Asia,” the Deputy 
Prime Minister said at 
the presence of minis-
ters, foreign diplomats 
and top military officers.

There is a need to 
learn from the les-
sons and experiences 
of “our friends around 
the world on counter 
terrorism”, he said.

Many security threats 
are cross-cutting and 
unconventional in na-
ture in this century, 
Pokhrel said.

“They are neither lim-
ited by national boundar-
ies nor dealt with by con-
ventional warfare. The 
worst of these threats to 
challenge humanity and 
global security is terror-
ism,” he said.

Operation to retrieve 
bodies from AN 32 
crash site remains 
suspended due to 
bad weather
new delhi, Jun 17 
(PTI): The operation to 
retrieve bodies of the 
13 air warriors onboard 
the ill-fated AN-32 air-
craft that crashed in 
Arunachal Pradesh re-
mained suspended for 
the third consecutive day 
due to bad weather, Air 
Force officials said Mon-
day.

Due to heavy rains 
and low clouds no heli-
copter could take off on 
Monday, an official said.

A rescue team had re-
covered the cockpit voice 
recorder (CVR) and flight 
data recorder (FDR) of 
the Russian-origin air-
craft at the crash site on 
Friday.

Bad weather is ham-
pering helicopters from 
performing winching op-
erations which are man-
datory for all the rescue 
operations and recovery 
of mortal remains, the of-
ficial said.

“Heavy rains and 
dense clouds are ham-
pering the operations. 
The location of the crash 
site is in on a hill which 
is making the retrieving 
operation more difficult,” 
another official added.

The official said that 
despite inclement weath-
er and treacherous ter-
rain, the rescue team of 
the Indian Air Force, the 
Army and locals were 
trying their best to re-
trieve the bodies of the 
air warriors.

The Indian Air Force 
on Thursday said all 13 
people on board the air-
craft had died.
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argentina, Uruguay restore 
power after massive blackout
Buenos aires, Jun 17 
(afP): Electricity ser-
vices have been restored 
to all of Argentina and 
Uruguay following a 
massive blackout that 
left around 48 million 
people without power on 
Sunday, authorities said.

The cut, which began 
just after 7:00 am, also 
caused short, localized 
losses of power in Para-
guay, but didn’t impact 
Tierra del Fuego in Ar-
gentina’s extreme south 
because the region is not 
part of the national sys-
tem.

The episode was the 
first time a power cut 
had affected the majority 
of Argentina, with a pop-
ulation of more than 44 
million, and the entirety 
of Uruguay, which has 3.4 
million inhabitants.

“These are failures 
that occur (even) with 
diligence. The amaz-
ing thing is the chain of 
events that took place 
to cause the total dis-
connection,” Argentina’s 
Energy Ministry Gustavo 
Lopetegui told a press 
conference.

He said the outage 
took place “automatical-
ly to protect the system.” 
“We don’t have any more 

information right now on 
how it occurred. We’re 
not ruling out any possi-
bility, but a cyber attack 
is not among the main 
alternatives being con-
sidered.” 

Argentina’s energy 
secretariat had earlier 
said the “interconnection 
system” had “collapsed,” 
producing “a massive 
power cut” for which its 
generators had been un-
able to compensate, but 
that the causes had not 
been determined.

Sources from the of-
ficial energy agency of 
Paraguay, which borders 
Argentina to the north-
east, told AFP that cuts 
there had been “momen-
tary.” A spokesperson for 
RGE, the biggest energy 

distributor in Brazil’s 
southern Rio Grande do 
Sul state that borders 
both Argentina and Uru-
guay, said they’d had no 
reports of cuts.

Earlier in the day, 
power had returned to 
some sectors of Buenos 
Aires but the metro and 
trains were still halted.

Public hospitals and 
private clinics were run-
ning on generators.

“The only inconve-
nience is the elevators. 
We only have one work-
ing, but all services are 
operating without 
problems,” said an em-
ployee at the Fernan-
dez Hospital.

It is Father’s Day 
in Argentina and some 
restaurants were expect-

ing many customers.
“This killed us,” Lu-

ciano Ferreira, the owner 
of a popular restaurant in 
the Boedo neighborhood 
of Buenos Aires, told AFP.

The restaurant had 
been fully booked and 
Ferreira had been expect-
ing to make two or three 
times as much money as 
on a normal day.

Some people shared 
messages on WhatsApp 
with advice on how to 
prepare for a lengthy 
outage, such as collect-
ing water.

In the interior plains 
region of Junin, residents 
stocked up on drinking wa-
ter sold in supermarkets.

“Fortunately, we had 
two buckets on the patio 
that were filled with rain 

water. We’ve gone back 
to the Stone Age,” Eduar-
do Gralatto told AFP.

In Cordoba, Argenti-
na’s second city, people 
headed to bakeries look-
ing to buy supplies for 
the traditional Father’s 
Day barbecue.

“We decided to open 
because we need to 
work, but early on we 
lost seven or eight tables 
of customers because we 
couldn’t prepare coffee 
or bake bread,” Carlos 
Arce, the owner of a bak-
ery, told AFP.

Argentines also went 
to the polls in several 
provinces on Sunday to 
elect governors, with 
some local media report-
ing voters cast ballots by 
candlelight.

In Montevideo, some 
restaurants in the down-
town area had power 
back by 11:00 am (1400 
GMT).

More than an hour 
after the blackout, UTE 
said its system was be-
ing brought back “from 
zero.” Argentina and 
Uruguay have a common 
power grid centered 
on the bi-national Salto 
Grande dam, 450 kilome-
ters (280 miles) north of 
Buenos Aires.

Hong Kong activist Joshua Wong 
walks free, calls on leader to resign

HonG KonG, JUn 17 
(afP): Hong Kong de-
mocracy activist Joshua 
Wong called on the city’s 
pro-Beijing leader Carrie 
Lam to resign after he 
walked free from prison 
on Monday, as historic 
anti-government pro-
tests rocked the city.

“She is no longer 
qualified to be Hong 
Kong’s leader,” Wong told 
reporters. 

“She must take the 
blame and resign, be 
held accountable and 
step down.” 

Wong was sent to 
prison in May after he 
lost an attempt to quash 
a jail sentence over the 
huge democracy protests 
he helped lead in 2014.

His release comes as 
Hong Kong is rocked by 
historic anti-government 
protests. 

They were initially 
sparked by mass pub-
lic opposition to a 
plan to allow extradi-
tions to China.

But the movement 
has since morphed into 
the latest expression 
of public rage against 
both the city’s leaders 
and Beijing.

Speaking to the me-
dia outside Lai Chi Kok 
Correctional Institute, 
22-year-old Wong called 
on protesters to continue 
their protests and civil 
disobedience campaign.

“We demand Carrie 
Lam to step down, com-

pletely withdraw the ex-
tradition law, and retract 
the ‘riot’ label,” he said, 
referring to Lam’s pre-
vious term to describe 
protesters earlier in 
the week.

He also condemned 
authorities for firing tear 
gas and rubber bullets 
during violent clashes 
between protesters and 
police on Wednesday.

“When I was in jail, I 
saw Carrie Lam crying 
on the live television 
broadcast. All I can 
say is, when she shed 
tears, Hong Kong cit-
izens were shedding 
blood in Admiralty,” 
he said, referring to 
the district where the 
clashes took place.

israel moves to name golan 
settlement after Trump

Ramat Trump (Golan 
Heights), Jun 17 (AP): 
The Trump name graces 
apartment towers, hotels 
and golf courses. Now it 
is the namesake of a tiny 
Israeli settlement in the 
Israel-controlled Golan 
Heights.

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu’s 
Cabinet convened in this 
hamlet Sunday to inau-
gurate a new settlement 
named after President 
Donald Trump in a ges-
ture of appreciation for 
the U.S. leader’s recogni-
tion of Israeli sovereign-
ty over the territory.

The settlement isn’t 
exactly new. Currently 
known as Bruchim, it is 
over 30 years old and has 
a population of 10 peo-
ple.

Israel is hoping 
the rebranded “Ramat 
Trump,” Hebrew for 
“Trump Heights,” will 
encourage a wave of resi-
dents to vastly expand it.

“It’s absolutely beau-
tiful,” said U.S. Ambassa-
dor David Friedman, who 
attended Sunday’s cere-
mony. Noting that Trump 
celebrated his birth-
day on Friday, he said: 
“I can’t think of a more 
appropriate and a more 
beautiful birthday pres-
ent.” Israel captured the 
Golan Heights from Syria 
in the 1967 Mideast war 
and annexed it in 1981. 
Most of the internation-
al community considers 
the move illegal under 
international law.

But during a visit to 
Washington by Netanya-

hu in March, just weeks 
before Israeli elections, 
Trump signed an exec-
utive order recognizing 
the strategic mountain-
ous plateau as Israeli 
territory. The decision, 
the latest in a series of 
diplomatic moves bene-
fiting Israel, was widely 
applauded in Israel.

“Few things are more 
important to the security 
of the state of Israel than 
permanent sovereignty 
over the Golan Heights,” 
Friedman said. “It is sim-
ply obvious, it is indis-
putable and beyond any 
reasonable debate.” After 
the Cabinet decision, Ne-
tanyahu and Friedman 
unveiled a sign trimmed 
in gold with the name 
“Trump Heights” and 
adorned with U.S. and Is-
raeli flags. 

Trump retweeted 
photos Friedman posted 
of the event and thanked 
Netanyahu “and the State 
of Israel for this great 
honor!” Addressing the 
ceremony, Netanyahu 
called Trump a “great 
friend” of Israel and de-
scribed the Golan, which 
overlooks northern Isra-
el, as an important stra-
tegic asset.

“The Golan Heights 
was and will always be 
an inseparable part of 
our country and home-
land,” he said.

Developing Ramat 
Trump will not be easy. 
Ringed by high yellow 
grass and land mines, it 
is roughly 20 kilometers 
(12 miles) from the Syri-
an border and a half hour 

drive from the nearest Is-
raeli town, Kiryat Shmo-
na, a community of about 
20,000 people near the 
Lebanese border.

According to Israeli 
figures, almost 50,000 
people live in the Golan, 
including about 22,000 
Jewish Israelis and near-
ly 25,000 Arab Druze 
residents.

While Israel has en-
couraged and promoted 
settlement in the Golan, 
its remote location, sev-
eral hours from the eco-
nomic center of Tel Aviv, 
has been an obstacle. The 
area is home to small ag-
riculture and tourism 
sectors but otherwise 
has little industry.

The eight-year Syrian 
civil war, which at times 
has resulted in spillover 
fire into the Golan, also 
could present an obstacle 
to luring new residents.

Rosa Zhernakov, a 
resident of Bruchim 
since 1991, said the com-
munity was excited by 
Sunday’s decision.

“We hope it will ben-
efit the Golan Heights,” 
she said, standing out-
side her bungalow on 
one of Bruchim’s few 
streets. She said the re-
vitalization of the settle-
ment will mean “more 
security” for residents 
from any possible return 
of the Golan Heights to 
Syria as part of a future 
peace treaty.

Syria has demanded 
a return of the strategic 
territory, which over-
looks northern Israel, as 
part of any peace deal. 

After the devastating civ-
il war in Syria, the pros-
pects of peace talks with 
Israel anytime soon seem 
extremely low.

Vladimir Belot-
serkovsky, 75, another 
veteran resident, said he 
welcomed any move to 
build up the settlement.

“We certainly thank, 
and I personally, am sat-
isfied by the fact that 
they’re founding the new 
settlement named for 
Trump,” he said.

Ramat Trump joins a 
handful of Israeli places 
named after American 
presidents, including a 
village for Harry S. Tru-
man, who first recog-
nized the Jewish state, 
and George W. Bush Pla-
za, a square the size of 
a modest living room in 
central Jerusalem.

Following Sunday’s 
decision to rename the 
community, developing 
the settlement still re-
quires overcoming sever-
al additional bureaucrat-
ic obstacles. 

With Netanyahu 
running for re-election 
in the second national 
election this year, it re-
mains unclear whether 
he will be able to com-
plete the task.

Zvi Hauser, an op-
position lawmaker who 
formerly served as Net-
anyahu’s Cabinet secre-
tary, called Sunday’s cer-
emony a cheap PR stunt.

“There’s no funding, 
no planning, no loca-
tion, and there’s no 
real binding decision,” 
he said.

Hong Kong police clear streets 
as protesters move to park

Hong Kong, Jun 17 
(aP): Protesters in Hong 
Kong left the streets, 
averting possible clashes 
Monday after haggling 
for hours with police by 
moving to areas near the 
city’s government head-
quarters.

The demonstrators 
who stayed after a mas-
sive protest march the 
day before, demanding 
that Chief Executive Car-
rie Lam abandon a pro-
posed extradition bill, 
were seen streaming 
Monday morning into 
a space outside Hong 
Kong’s Legislative Coun-
cil after police who had 
cleared it reopened the 
area. Their decision to 
move allowed police to 
reopen streets to traffic.

The activists have re-
jected an apology from 
Lam for her handling of 
the legislation, which has 
stoked fears of expand-
ing control from Beijing 
in this former British col-
ony.

“We are very angry 
that Carrie Lam has not 

responded to the de-
mands of all the protest-
ers, but now is the time 
to talk about strategy, 
and talk about strategy 
is to how about how to 
make the whole struggle 
into a long-term struggle 
and not a day struggle, 
so if Carrie Lam does not 
respond to the five de-
mands by the protesters, 
people will come back 
and the struggle will con-
tinue,” said Lee Cheuk-
yan, a former legislator 
and activist.

Shortly after day-
break, the police had 
asked for cooperation in 
clearing the road but said 
the protesters could stay 
on the sidewalks.

For a time, the pro-
testers, many in masks 
and other gear to guard 
against possible use of 
tear gas, responded with 
chants, some kneeling in 
front of the officers.

Hundreds were lying 
or sitting on the roads 
until they agreed to move 
to the plaza outside the 
government building and 

a spacious nearby park.
Activists had called 

on Hong Kong residents 
to boycott classes and 
work, though it was un-
clear how many might 
heed that call.

Nearly 2 million of 
the city’s 7 million peo-
ple turned out on Sunday, 
according to estimates by 
protest organizers.

Police said 338,000 
were counted on the des-
ignated protest route in 
the “peak period” of the 
march. A week earlier as 
many as 1 million people 
demonstrated to voice 
their concern over Hong 
Kong’s relations with 
mainland China in one of 
the toughest tests of the 
territory’s special status 
since Beijing took control 
in a 1997 handover.

The scenes were sim-
ilar to those seen nearly 
five years earlier, when 
protesters camped for 
weeks in the streets to 
protest rules that pre-
vented the direct election 
of the city’s chief execu-
tive, the top local official.

Pak army appoints lt Gen faiz Hameed is new ISI chief
SaJJad HUSSaIn
Islamabad, Jun 17 
(PTI): In a surprise re-
shuffle, the Pakistan 
Army has appointed Lt 
Gen Faiz Hameed as the 
chief of the powerful In-
ter-Services Intelligence 
(ISI) spy agency, replac-
ing current spymaster 
Lt General Asim Munir 

after a brief stint of eight 
months.

Lieutenant General 
Faiz Hameed appointed 
as the Director General 
of the ISI, according to a 
statement issued by the 
military’s media wing - In-
ter-Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR) - on Sunday.

On April 12, the Pa-

kistan Army promoted 
then-Major General Ha-
meed to the rank of Lt 
Gen and appointed him 
Adjutant General at the 
General Headquarters 
(GHQ) later that month.

He previously served 
in the ISI as the head of 
internal security and is 
believed to be a close 

aide of Army Chief Gen 
Qamar Bajwa.

Lt Gen Munir was ap-
pointed as Corps Com-
mander Gujranwala. 
His eight-month stint as 
the ISI chief was prob-
ably one of the shortest 
among those who had 
served this office, Dawn 
reported.
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Say cheese! The To All The Boys I’ve Loved Before actor, Noah 
Centineo takes his own photos at the 2019 MTV Movie & TV Awards 
in LA.
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Tiffany haddish postpones show 
over georgia abortion law

los angeles, Jun 17 (PTI): 
Actor-comic Tiffany Haddish 
postponed her show in Atlan-
ta due to Georgia’s controver-
sial abortion law.

She was scheduled to per-
form at the Fox Theatre in 
Atlanta on June 22, reported 
CNN News.

Kentucky, Mississippi and 
Ohio also recently approved 
bans on abortion once a fetal 
heartbeat is detected, which 
can occur in about the sixth 
week of pregnancy. Georgia’s 
neighbouring state Alabama 
has also passed a bill that 
seeks to install an outright 
ban on abortion.

“After much deliberation, 
I am postponing my upcom-
ing show in Atlanta. I love the state of 
Georgia, but I need to stand with wom-
en and until they withdraw Measure 
HB481, I cannot in good faith perform 
there,” Haddish said in a statement re-
leased Saturday. 

Jennifer Walker of Brave Public Re-
lations, which represents Fox Theatre, 
said the theatre was offering refunds to 

ticket holders.
Haddish is the latest name from Hol-

lywood to raise her voice against the 
state’s abortion law. 

Lady Gaga, Ava DuVernay, Chris Ev-
ans Cynthia Nixon, David Simon, Jordan 
Peele and Alyssa Milano have spoken 
out against the law, with “The Hand-
maid’s Tale” director Reed Morano and 
actor Kristen Wiig pulling out respec-

tive projects from Georgia.
Companies like Disney, WarnerMe-

dia and Netflix have also warned they 
will reconsider doing business in the 
state should the law be enacted.

Known as ‘Hollywood of the South’, 
Georgia has been the location for the 
filming of multiple television shows 
and blockbuster films, including 
“Black Panther”.

Mumbai, Jun 17 
(PTI): Veteran actor 
Zeenat Aman has 
joined the cast of 
filmmaker Ashutosh 
Gowariker’s period 
drama “Panipat”, the 
makers announced 
Monday.

Aman, who has 
stayed away from 
the arc lights for a 
while now, will have 
a special appearance 
in the film where she 
will essay the feisty 
character of Sakina 
Begum. 

Sakina led the 
province of Hoshi-
yarganj and lived 
within the con-
fines of her king-
dom, away from 
the politics of the region. She played 
an important part in the battle of Pani-
pat when the Peshwas turned to her for 
help, a statement from the makers read. 

“It is an absolute honour and a fan 
moment to be directing Zeenat ji. There 
are many, many of her films that I have 
loved and especially her work in them. 
What is most fascinating about her is 
her humility despite all the stardom,” 
Gowariker said. 

Interestingly, Gowariker worked with 
Aman as an actor in Anant Balani’s 1989 mys-
tery film “Gawaahi”.

The 67-year-old actor will begin shooting 
by the end of this week. 

The film, which features Arjun Kapoor, 
Kriti Sanon and Sanjay Dutt, is produced by 
Sunita Gowariker under their home banner 
AGPPL in association with Rohit Shelatkar’s 
Vision World. 

“Panipat” is scheduled to release on 
December 6.

Zeenat aman joins ashutosh 
gowariker’s ‘Panipat’

TvXQ’s u-Know releases new mv and 
Tops iTune charts With “follow” 

33-year-old singer and rapper, U-Know Yunho has finally 
dropped his first Korean solo EP titled True Colors on 12 
June. Yunho is most known for being the leader of legendary 
K-pop boy group, TVXQ. The group were part of the second 
generation of the Hallyu wave that took over the world. 

TVXQ made their debut 16 years ago and are still going 
strong today as a duo. Despite having such an extensive ca-
reer in music and entertainment, Yunho’s True Colors EP is 
his first solo debut in the South Korean market. The idol had 
previously released a solo EP in Japan, but True Colors would 
be his first solo EP in South Korea. 

Fans were in high anticipation for the EP that dropped on 
12 June, knowing that a veteran like Yunho would slay that 
solo stage. 

And slay he did!
The very next day after the drop of True Colors EP, the 

mini-album reached the number one spot on iTunes’ Top 
Albums charts in multiple countries including Japan, Hong 
Kong, Thailand, Singapore and Indonesia. 

Yunho also dropped the music video for his title track, 
“Follow” that featured a dark, futuristic concept and slick 
choreography. On a press conference in Seoul, Yunho stat-
ed that he had put a lot of thought in the choreography and 
modelled some of the dance moves after characters from the 
Avengers.

Despite his extensive experience in South Korea’s mu-
sic industry, Yunho admitted during the conference that he 
was still nervous about his solo EP. “I’m more nervous than I 
thought [I would be],” he said, “I’m feeling similar emotions 
from when I made my debut through TVXQ. I’ve performed 
and released solo tracks through concerts and SM Station 
before, but this is the first time I’m releasing an official solo 
album.”

Well, it seems like he had nothing to worry about as True 
Colors is doing well on the charts.

shoojit sircar’s udham singh 
biopic locks oct 2020 release date
Mumbai, Jun 17 (PTI): Shoojit Sircar-directed Udham Singh 
biopic, starring Vicky Kaushal, will hit the theatres on October 2, 
2020, the makers announced Monday.

Titled “Sardar Udham Singh”, the film is written by Ritesh Shah 
and Shubendu Bhattacharya.

Shah previously worked with Sircar in 2016’s “Pink” and Bhat-
tacharya collaborated with the filmmaker on “Madras Cafe” (2013).

The film is a biopic on Singhm, the revolutionary who as-
sassinated Michael O’Dwyer, the former Lieutenant Governor 
of Punjab in British India in 1940, to avenge the 1919 Jallian-
wala Bagh massacre.

The film is a Rising Sun Films Production, backed by Ron-
nie Lahiri and Sheel Kumar.

It was a learning: Varun 
Dhawan on ‘kalank’ failure

Mumbai, Jun 17 (PTI): Varun Dhawan says the failure of his 
last release “Kalank” has affected him a lot but it was a learn-
ing experience. 

Ever since Varun made his debut with 2012’s “Student of 
the Year”, he has delivered 11 back-to-back hits until “Kalank”.

The big budget multi-starrer, directed by Abhishek Var-
man, and co-produced by Karan Johar received negative re-
views from both critics and audience.

“It affected me. The film wasn’t liked by the audience. And 
it deserved not to do well. It is very clear if the audience likes 
a film it should do well and they did not like ‘Kalank’. It is a 
learning for me. I have processed it and learnt what I had to 
from it and (I am taking it in stride),” Varun told PTI.

The 32-year-old actor, whose last two films “October” and 
“Sui Dhaaga - Made In India” received critical acclaim and did 
average business, said success and failure is a part of life.

“Sometimes something doesn’t work and then overall 
things go wrong. It is for the first time I went through a failure 
and it had to effect me. 

“If it did not affect me, it would mean I don’t love my films. 
I love my films to death. I am glad it affected me. Now I am 
in a good space. And I am excited about my next film ‘Street 
Dancer’ and looking forward to doing ‘Coolie No 1’,” he added.

Varun was also supposed to be a part of Shashank Khai-
tan’s “Ranbhoomi”, but he said he is completely immersed in 
Remo D’Souza’s “Street Dancer” that will hit screens on Janu-
ary 24.

He will soon begin work on the remake version of “Coolie 
No 1”, to be directed by his father David Dhawan.

had worst anxiety attack of my life 
after ‘atlanta’, says Zazie beetz

los angeles, Jun 16 (PTI): Zazie Beetz has revealed she 
struggled with anxiety issues after she shot to fame with Em-
my-winning series “Atlanta”.

The 28-year-old actor, who plays Vanessa ‘Van’ Keefer in 
the hit FX comedy-drama, said her encounter with mental 
health troubles in 2016 helped her understand the pressures 
people face.

“Fame definitely exacerbates anxiety, 100 per cent. After 
‘Atlanta’, I had the worst anxiety of my life - I’ve never experi-
enced pain like that.

“(But) I am grateful in a way because it has made me pas-
sionate about mental health and letting people know they’re 
not alone,” Beetz told PorterEdit.

For her role in “Atlanta”, the actor received a nomination in 
Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Supporting Actress 
in a Comedy Series category last year.

ARIES: Disrupt the status quo on Satur-
day, Aries, but aim for mild tremors instead 
of extreme shockwaves. With the Sun and 
moon trading friendly fire, it’s obvious to 
everyone that change is necessary. But lead-
ership is sorely needed to reveal the next 
stage of the game. That’s where you come 
in: Make proactive suggestions or simply 
lead by example!  
TAURUS: ETrue success doesn’t simply 
hinge on climbing tirelessly to the top. Sat-
urday’s evocative angle between the Sun 
and moon points you down a more soulful 
path. Pause from “doing, doing, doing” and 
think big picture. Beyond putting food on 
the table, how is your work helping other 
people and the world at large?   
GEMINI: Start your weekend on an in-
spired note! Pull a motivational or spiritual 
book off the shelf for some morning read-
ing. Try a little “bibliomancy”: opening to a 
random page and letting the words be your 
divine directive for the day. Avoid complain-
ers like the plague and seek “high-vibration-
al” groups of people to spend time with, 

especially if you could use an infusion of 
positive energy.  
CANCER: Trying to get a straight answer 
over the last three weeks has been nearly 
impossible, thanks to communicator Mer-
cury’s backspin through your truth-telling 
ninth house. You can now breathe easy as 
the messenger planet turns direct and forges 
ahead. No more dancing around an issue—
insist on the complete story. Steer clear of 
even slight exaggerations and aim to be fully 
authentic. Since the ninth house also rules 
travel, you’ve got a cosmic thumbs-up for a 
winter getaway.  
LEO: Today’s cosmos shine a light on hid-
den realities as expressive Mercury turns 
direct in your covert eighth house. Over the 
past three weeks, while the messenger planet 
was retrograde, you’ve held your cards close 
to your vest, but guarding one secret could 
be taking a toll on your psyche. Mercury’s 
forward motion could attract a worthy con-
fidante—which is a good start to releasing 
your burden.  
VIRGO: Your routine-driven sign isn’t 

generally considered erratic, but Mercury’s 
retrograde through your relationship house 
over the past three weeks might have made 
you flip-flop. Perhaps a BFF hasn’t had 
much time for you since finding “The One” 
or an ex resurfaced without an offer of com-
mitment. Enough already! .  
LIBRA: Channel-surfing or downward-dog-
ging? If you’ve been doing more of the for-
mer over the past three weeks, you can thank 
Mercury, which has been retrograde (back-
ward) in your self-care sector. But don’t 
throw in the towel! Today, the quicksilver 
planet turns direct, helping you find sustain-
able routines.   
SCORPIO: You’re back! On March 5, ex-
pressive Mercury turned retrograde in your 
passionate fifth house. You may have felt 
like you were missing the love boat. Or per-
haps you couldn’t get a clear read on a ro-
mantic interest. Get ready to shake off the 
confusion and insecurity today, as the com-
munication planet powers forward and calls 
forth your most radiant self! 
SAGITTARIUS: Baby, it might (still) be 

cold outside, but it wouldn’t hurt to open a 
few windows and air out Chateau Sagittari-
us. With Mercury retrograde in your domes-
tic fourth house since March 5, home and 
family matters might have felt a bit dazed 
and confused. Your survival instincts kicked 
in, causing you to retreat from the insanity. 
You can breathe a sigh of relief and re-en-
gage today, as Mercury turns direct. Call a 
truce with your roomies, make up with your 
S.O., seek out a solution with your mother!    
CAPRICORN: Banish that either-or think-
ing, Capricorn. After a confusing three-week 
Mercury retrograde in your communication 
house, the messenger planet powers forward 
today. While you prefer to pour your (prodi-
gious) energy into one thing at a time, this 
approach may not be serving you. Don’t be 
afraid to dip your toe into multiple ponds, 
like those librarian-slash-actors or entrepre-
neur-slash-activists. Commuting or living 
in two cities is even a possibility for some 
earthbound Goats.    
AQUARIUS:  Loosen those purse strings, 
Aquarius. Since Mercury went retrograde 

on March 5, you may have had a few bud-
getary breakdowns. But the messenger plan-
et resumes forward motion today, making it 
safe to once again enjoy your hard-earned 
cash. This is a perfect time to revisit (and 
if necessary, revamp) your plans to strike a 
healthy balance between saving and spend-
ing. Invest in your greatest resource: your-
self! A personal growth workshop, medi-
tation retreat or life-coaching sessions can 
awaken your creativity and usher in a tsuna-
mi of entrepreneurial ideas.   
PISCES: Vote with your dollar on 
Saturday, Pisces. An auspicious Sun-
moon angle sends a reminder of how 
loudly money talks. Perhaps you’ll 
choose socially responsible companies 
over those with murky or questionable 
practices. Supporting a small business 
owner can keep the unique character of 
your neighborhood thriving. This cosmic 
confab could inspire you to do busi-
ness in different ways yourself or even 
earmark some of your earnings for a 
very specific cause you want to support.


