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SLOW DOWN AND EMBRACE NATURE – 
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KEITH URBAN, MICKEY 
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AS ACM HOSTS
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CM inaugurates STNM’s 
Private Complex

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 17 Apr:

Chief Minister, PS Ta-
mang inaugurated a 

Private Complex, Annexure 
building and Super-special-
ity wing at STNM hospital, 
Sochyagang, today.

The new complex 

consists of 120 private 
rooms, of which 2 are 
VVIP rooms and 8 are 
VIP rooms.

The super-speciality 
wing consists of Gastro-
enterology, Paediatric 
Surgery, Urology, Plas-
tic Reconstructive and 

Burns unit, Neurosur-
gery and Surgical On-
cology.

The Chief Minister 
also interacted with the 
Medical Superintendent, 
HODs, and doctors to as-
sess the situation in each 
department. 

Darj votes but Roshan Giri can’t
SMRITA KHAWAS
Darjeeling, 17 Apr: 

Vidhan Sabha election was com-
pleted peacefully in 321 + 28 

auxillary polling stations of Darjeel-
ing today in which leaders and can-
didates of various parties cast their 
votes. However, Gorkha Janmukti 
Morcha (Bimal faction) general sec-
retary, Roshan Giri could not vote 
because his name was not in the vot-
er list of the 191st polling station.

Addressing media persons, Ro-
shan Giri said, "To enroll my name in 
the voter list I had submitted an ap-
plication 2-3 months ago. Everyone 
from my family made it to the voter list 
except me. It is quite shocking. I even 
talked with the presiding officer. I can't 
blame anyone but I am very much dis-
heartened today because being a citi-
zen of India (Darjeeling) I was not able 
to cast my vote. Further I will apply for 
my voter card again.”

On the other hand, president of 
Gorkha Janmukti Morcha (Bimal fac-
tion), Bimal Gurung expressed con-
fidence that his party’s candidates 
will win the election.

"Election results will be good 
only because I believe that my pub-
lic will never let me down. Everyone 
says that our candidate might face 
obstacles because of Gorkha Jan-
mukti Morcha (Binoy faction), but I 
want to make it clear that even when 
I was not here during the 2019 MP 
election, our party candidate won 
and today I am here so everything 
will be totally fine."

Gorkha National Liberation 
Front (GNLF) president, Maan Ghis-
ingh said that he hopes the public 
will vote wisely and brings Bharatiya 
Janata Party to power.

"For better change we want 
Bharatiya Janata Party to come to 
power and solve our demands which 

has been neglected till date. And this 
is the only reason that we are support-
ing BJP party for a better future for our 
Gorkha community,” he stated.

Binoy Tamang, president of 
Gorkha Janmukti Morcha (Binoy fac-
tion) said, "Public is aware now and 
this time election will be more fun. 

We believe that public wants change 
so they will vote for peace in Dar-
jeeling, a better Darjeeling and de-
veloped Darjeeling."

5-DAY WEEK FOR EVERYONE: Following the recent order of the State govern-
ment for all shops, save those selling essential items, to remain closed on weekends as a speed-breaker in 
the runaway second wave of Covid, Gangtok wore a deserted look on Saturday. It is another matter that 
MG Marg pictured above is closed on Saturdays during "normal" times. Home Department had issued 
fresh guidelines on 12 April directing the closure of shops on Saturdays and Sundays till 30 April. Medical 
shops, ration shops and vegetable vendors in bazaar areas have been exempted. The weekly days off for 
bazaar areas have been lifted for the duration that the weekend "lockdown" for shops is in place.

Korean delegation meets CM 
and Industries Minister 

DISCUSSES POTENTIAL INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES IN SIKKIM

India records highest single-day deaths and 2,34,692 fresh cases

Gangtok, 17 Apr (IPR): 
The Korean delegation 
team comprising of 6 
members team called on 
Minister, Commerce and 
Industries and Tourism 
and Civil Aviation De-
partments, BS Panth on 
16 April, to discuss vari-
ous investment opportu-
nities in Sikkim by Kore-
an companies. 

The Minister briefed 
about Sikkim and the 
investment opportuni-
ties available for Korean 
Companies in Sikkim.

The Additional Chief 
Secretary Tourism and 
Civil Aviation Depart-
ment, Dr Jayakumar and 
Secretary Commerce and 
Industries Department, 
HK Sharma, also briefed 
about investment oppor-
tunities in Sikkim.

A brief presentation 
was also made by Com-
merce and Industries De-
partment about invest-
ment opportunities and 
having specific project 
with Korean Companies 
in sectors like automa-
tion in organic agricul-

ture, improvement of 
road network, food pro-
cessing, IT, adventure 
tourism, training of local 
manpower, automobile 
industries, health and 
food industry.

Later in the evening, 
the delegates met the 
Chief Minister, Prem 
Singh Tamang, Minister 
for Tourism Commerce 
and Industries Depart-
ment, and also the senior 
officials from Govern-
ment of Sikkim. 

Chief Minister ex-
pressed happiness over 
the visit of delegates and 
assured the delegates 
to extend all possible 
support for investment 
from Korean companies 

including the policy de-
cision to facilitate the in-
vestment.

Chief Secretary, Gov-
ernment of Sikkim and 
Additional Chief Secre-
tary, Finance Depart-
ment also briefed the 
Korean delegates on the 
potential sector for in-
vestment in Sikkim in ar-
eas like higher education, 
agricultural production, 
value addition and ex-
port, creation of centre 
of excellence, exploring 
marketing potential, pro-
duction scope for sticky 
rice in Sikkim and em-
phasized on Sikkim dele-
gation visit to Korea and 
vice versa.  

turn to pg02

Crematoriums 
work under 
intense 
pressure in 
Varanasi, 
Bhopal, 
Indore amid 
Covid surge
Varanasi, 17 Apr [NDTV]: 
The increasing number 
of Covid-related deaths 
is putting intense pres-
sure on crematoriums 
in several parts of the 
country. Long queues of 
family members waiting 
their turn to cremate 
the bodies of their loved 
ones can be seen outside 
crematoriums in sever-
al cities. Unable to cope 
with the flood of bodies 
triggered by the second 
wave of infections, many 
funeral grounds are now 
planning expansions. 
Varanasi's Ravindra Giri 
had to wait five hours at 
Harishchandra Ghat on 
Friday before he could 
cremate his relative.

"We have never seen 
such a sight ...we are not 
even getting wood (for 
pyre) properly. We finally 
had to use unfit wood to 
burn (the body)...had to 
wait for 4 to 5 hours. We 
had to beg for our turn," 
he told NDTV.

The funeral ground 
in Varanasi, one of the 
worst-hit cities in Uttar 
Pradesh, does not wit-
ness these many cre-
mations as Mankarnika 
Ghat is the main funeral 
ground. However, the 
administration has de-
clared Harishchandra 
Ghat the dedicated site 
for the cremation of 
Covid victims.

"I am 48-year-old. 
I have never seen such 
a scene in my life. 15-20 
bodies are queued up, 
while another 20-22 bod-
ies are already burning. 
10-15 bodies are in queue 
at the electric crematori-
um," a relative told NDTV.

Madhya Pradesh's 
capital Bhopal is wit-
nessing similar scenes. 
The crematoriums and 
burial grounds in the city 
are facing a space crunch. 

Covid spikes with 72 new cases, remains 
in check with only 8 more hospitalizations

New Delhi, Apr 17 (PTI): 
A record single-day rise 
of 2,34,692 cases and 
1,341 fatalities have 
pushed India's COVID-19 
tally to 1,45,26,609 and 
the death toll due to the 
viral disease to 1,75,649, 
the health ministry said 
on Saturday.

The number of active 
coronavirus cases in the 
country has surpassed 
the 16-lakh mark, the 

ministry's data updated 
at 8 am showed.

Registering a steady 
increase for the 38th day 
in a row, the tally of ac-
tive COVID-19 cases has 
climbed to 16,79,740 in 
the country, accounting 
for 11.56 per cent of its 
total caseload, while the 
national COVID-19 re-
covery rate has dropped 
to 87.23 per cent.

The number of people 

who have recuperated 
from the disease has gone 
up to 1,26,71,220, while 
the case fatality rate has 
further dropped to 1.21 
per cent, the data stated.

India's COVID-19 
tally had crossed the 
20-lakh mark on August 
7 last year, the 30-lakh 
mark on August 23, the 
40-lakh mark on Sep-
tember 5 and the 50-lakh 
mark on September 16.

It went past 60 lakh on 
September 28, 70 lakh on 
October 11, 80 lakh on Octo-
ber 29, 90 lakh on November 
20 and the one-crore mark 
on December 19.

According to the 
Indian Council of Med-
ical Research (ICMR), 
26,49,72,022 samples 
have so far been tested 
for the viral disease in 
the country, including 
14,95,397 on Friday.

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 17 Apr:

The number of active Covid 
cases in Sikkim jumped to 

305 on Saturday with a single 
day spike of 72 new cases re-
ported in the last 24 hours. 

While getting infected with 
Novel Coronavirus is always a 
stressful discovery, what has 
been reassuring thus far is 
that the number of new cases 
requiring hospitalization even 
during this "second wave" in 
Sikkim has been relatively low. 
Today for instance, despite 
72 new cases, there were only 
eight new hospitalizations two 
of whom were tourists. Still 
more reassuringly, there is cur-
rently no one sick enough with 
Covid-19 to be admitted into 
the ICU in Sikkim.

In his daily health bulletin 

on Saturday, Health Depart-
ment State IEC Officer, Sonam 
Gyaltsen Bhutia, informed that 
the 72 cases were picked up in 
the testing of 374 samples on 
Friday - 58 returning positive 
from the 309 samples screened 
through RT-PCR while 14 oth-
ers being found positive in rap-
id antigen testing.

Among new cases from in 
and around Gangtok, there are 
four from Shyari, two from the 
central government quarters 
at Burtuk, two from Tadong, 
one from Bojoghari, three from 
Chandmari, two from Lumsey, 
one from Upper Sichey, one 
from New Market, one from 6th 
Mile-Tadong, one from Diesel 
Power House area, one from 
Tathangchen, two from Krishi 
Bhawan area [Tadong], one 
from Swastik, one from Green-

dale School Road [Tadong], one 
from government quarters at 
Deorali, one from Church Road, 
one from Lower Shyari, one 
from ICAR quarters, Daragaon 
Tadong and one from Develop-
ment Area.

Elsewhere in the State, sev-
en persons from Aho-Yangtam, 
two persons from Marchak, one 
from Shanti Nagar, Singtam, 
one from Rey Mindu, one from 
Setipool, two from Ranka, one 
from Gitlang, Rangpo, one from 
Sumin Lingzey, one from Nan-
dok [presently in Kolkata], one 
from Lower Jitlang Kerabari, 
three from Rhenock, one from 
IBM Rangpo and one from As-
sam Lingzey in East District 
were also tested positive for 
COVID-19.

Mr Bhutia mentioned that 
one person from Yuksom, one 

from Kechepalri, one from 
Mangbhir and one from NHPC 
Rangeet Nagar in West District 
and one from Singhang, one 
from Namchi District Hospital 
and one from above HDFC bank 
Namchi in South District have 
also been found positive for 
Covid-19.

In North District, two per-
sons from the SBI quarters in 
Lachung, three from Lower 
Tingchim, one from Lachung, 
one from Chungthang and an-
other from Sarchok, Lachung 
have also tested positive for 
COVID-19.

While giving details of tour-
ists who were found with the 
virus, Mr Bhutia informed that 
two tourists - one from Chhat-
tisgarh and one form Mumbai - 
were presently admitted in

turn to pg02
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SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 17 Apr: 

Former Minister and 
yoga coach, Thuk-

chuk Lachungpa, today 
appealed to the people 
to follow diligently fol-
low COVID-appropriate 
behaviour in the face 
of the second wave of 
COVID-19. 

He commented that 
while the state govern-
ment has done well to 
keep the people safe 
from COVID-19, it was 
also the responsibility 
of the people to support 
the government's efforts 
by following all recom-

mended safety protocols. 
He thanked healthcare 

and frontline workers for 
working hard in the ser-

vice of the people during 
such difficult times.

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 

Mr Lachungpa said that 
the second wave was 
stronger and affecting the 
younger generation much 

worse. In this regard, he 
advise the people to keep 
their immune system 
strong with yoga, exercise 
or any other form of work 
out they prefer.

He also recommend-
ed hot water steaming, 
adding that people who 
stay at home all the time 
should steam once a day 
and those who step out 
occasionally to steam 
twice and those stay 
out for most of the day, 
three times a day. He is 
convinced that people 
will see the positive ef-
fect of such therapy with-
in a week.
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Yashasvi Medical & clinic, 
5th Mile, Opposite Manipal Gate.  

NEW CLINIC TIMING.  
Doctor Available: (Monday- Saturday)  
1.General Physician: 7 AM-9AM,  
2.OBG & Gynecologist: 9-10AM. 
3.Pediatrician: 8:30-9:30 AM.  
4.Skin Specialist: 5-7PM. 
5. Orthopaedic : 5-7 PM.  
6.Cardio Specialist: 4-6PM. 
7.Medicine (Gastrointestinal Specialist) :5-6PM.

Call For Appointment : 6294683018 / 7908242665

45 seats to 
go to polls in 
phase 5, fate of 
342 candidates 
to be sealed
Kolkata, 16 Apr [PTI]: 
Over one crore voters in 
West Bengal will decide 
the political fate of 342 
candidates on Saturday, 
when 45 assembly con-
stituencies go to polls 
in the fifth phase, amid 
a raging second wave of 
COVID-19.

Security measures 
have been heightened for 
phase five in view of the 
violence in the previous 
phase, which witnessed 
the death of five people 
in Cooch Behar, including 
four in CISF firing.

The Election Com-
mission has decided to 
deploy at least 853 com-
panies of central forces 
to ensure free and fair 
voting, an official of the 
poll panel said.

It will also put in place 
measures to ensure strict 
adherence of COVID-19 
protocols during the vot-
ing process, he said.

West Bengal on 
Thursday recorded the 
highest single-day spike 
of 6,769 coronavirus cas-
es and at least 22 more 
fatalities.

Prominent names in 
the fifth phase include 
Siliguri Mayor and Left 
Front leader Ashok Bhat-
tacharya, state ministers 
Gautam Deb and Bratya 
Basu and BJP's Samik 
Bhattacharya.

Voting will be held at 
15,789 polling stations in 
the 45 constituencies 16 
seats in North 24 Parga-
nas, eight each in Purba 
Bardhaman and Nadia, 
seven in Jalpaiguri, five 
in Darjeeling and one in 
Kalimpong district.

The phase is crucial 
for the ruling Trinamool 
Congress, which is hop-
ing to better its 2016 
tally of 32 seats, even as 
a resurgent BJP looks to 
make inroads.

The Left-Congress 
alliance had bagged 10 
seats in the assembly 
elections five years ago.

TMC chief Mama-
ta Banerjee, who had 
Thursday urged the EC 
to consider conducting 
the polls for the remain-
ing assembly seats at 
one go in the wake of the 
emerging COVID-19 situ-
ation, held several public 
meetings and roadshows 
in most of the seats in the 
run-up to the fifth phase.

Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi and Union 
Home Minister Amit 
Shah led the campaign 
blitzkrieg of the BJP, 
which has fortified into 
TMC''s main challenger 
in this election.

GENERAL LAND FOR SALE
4 katha land available for sale at Middle Palas, Sili-
guri. Price negotiable. Interested buyer may con-
tact: 9647889596

From Korean trading agency “Kotra”, it was in-
formed that the team visited Sikkim for the first time to 
see the local condition especially the human resourc-
es, investment opportunities and further approach for 
Korean investment in Sikkim. The Korean delegation 
gave emphasis on culture exchange between Sikkim 
and Korea, developing tour packages between Sikkim 
and Korea providing study/ teaching/employment 
opportunities for Sikkim youth in Korea, providing 
study opportunities for Korean students in Sikkim/ 
also introducing Korean language teaching in the ed-
ucational institutions of Sikkim and also developing 
food industries in Sikkim. 

They also stressed on knowledge sharing, on-
line marketing, transport sector and introduction of 
Sikkim to Korean Investors. The Korean delegation 
complemented high quality Korean mask (N91) and 
thermal scanners for distribution to the local public 
in Sikkim.

The delegates requested Sikkim officials to pri-
oritize the investment sector in Sikkim and facilities 
available for investments from Korean companies 
with details of incentives, subsidies, power supply, 
etc. and assured to take further actions to have de-
tailed discussion with Korean companies for investing 
in Sikkim. 

Korean delegation...

STNM hospital while a tourist from Malda, three 
from Delhi and one from Hyderabad have also test-
ed positive.

Meanwhile, four more persons were released from 
the home isolation after completing their full isolation 
period to further improve the figure of recovered cas-
es of COVID-19 in Sikkim to 6,009. Sikkim’s tally of 
confirmed cases of COVID-19 has now reached 6,591.  

On vaccination, Mr Bhutia mentioned that a total 
of 6,546 persons [5220 first dose and 1326 second 
dose] were vaccinated for COVID-19 across Sikkim 
on Friday.

Covid spikes...

Final awareness on 
vaccination drive in West

Khangchendzonga Shield Div A 
League 2nd phase begins today

Thukchuk calls for more Covid-appropriate 
behaviour and promotes exercise and steaming

Gyalshing, 17 Apr 
(IPR): lnformation and 
Public Relations Depart-
ment (IPR) being the 
nodal department to co-
ordinate and collaborate 
with all line departments 
to effectively implement 
a week long 'Jan Andolan 
Campaign for Covid-19' 
and 'Teeka Utsav' in the 
State, IPR (West) today 
geared its final day of 

extensive miking on mas-
sive vaccination drive 
and Covid-19 and its pre-
vention. 

The final day of exten-
sive miking started from 
Nayabazaar covering 
Resi, Takuthang, Manga-
lbaria , Arubotey, Khani-
sirbong, Chota Samdong, 
,Chakhung, Zoom and 
Soreng.

During the miking it 

was also informed that 
the citizen belonging 
to the age group of 45 
years and above should 
compulsory complete 
the dose of vaccine pro-
vided by Government of 
Sikkim.

A week long aware-
ness campaign covering 
every nook and corner of 
West District successful-
ly ended up today.

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 17 Apr:

The second phase of 
Khangchendzonga 

Shield Division A League 
organized by Sikkim Crick-
et Association will start 
from 18 April at Rangpo 
Mining cricket ground, a 
press release informs.

The second phase 
will begin with guest 
team Rajasthan Club Kol-
kata facing Black Caps of 
Lachung. The first leg of 
the A Division league had 
ended with the Nepal 

team leaving for home.
Nepal police was a 

class apart in compar-
ison to the local teams. 
They had easy wins 
against all the A division 
teams of Sikkim. 

This year, SICA has add-
ed high level guest teams in 
the roster of the league.

“It is important to 
note that this exposure 
has not come at the cost 
of the opportunity for 
local players, as Guest 
teams will be playing 
only in Division A, in 

the capacity of a guest 
team with non-eligibili-
ty to qualify for the final 
round, thereby ensuring 
maximum opportunity 
for our local boys/team,” 
the release states.

According to the 
president SICA, Lobzang 
G Tenzing including 
guest teams from outside 
hopes to galvanise the 
current players in Sikkim 
by providing a platform 
of exposure to top quality 
cricket without having to 
leave the State.

Sporadic violence marks 
fifth phase of Bengal polls

The internet is overwhelmed by ad 
that captures transwoman's journey

Salt Lake/Burdwan/
Siliguri, Apr 17 (PTI): 
Sporadic incidents of 
violence were reported 
from some areas where 
polling was underway in 
the fifth phase of the as-
sembly elections in West 
Bengal on Saturday, offi-
cials said.

Polling was being 
held in 45 seats in North 
24 Parganas, Purba Bard-
haman and Nadia in 
south Bengal, and Jalpai-
guri, Darjeeling and Ka-
limpong districts in the 
north.

The security person-
nel are maintaining a 
tight vigil and they have 
addressed a few inci-
dents that were reported, 
an official at the office of 
the Chief Electoral Offi-
cer (CEO) said.

In the Shantinagar 
area of Bidhanagar, a 
clash broke out between 
TMC and BJP supporters 
with both sides accusing 
each other of stopping 
the voters from going to 
the polling booths.

Bricks and stones 
were hurled, injuring 
eight people, officials 
said.

A huge contingent 
of the central force was 
rushed to the spot to con-
trol the situation, they 
said.

TMC MLA Sujit Bose 
and BJP candidate Sab-
yasachi Dutta visited the 
spot to take stock of the 
situation.

In Siliguri, a scuffle 
broke out between TMC 
and CPI (M) supporters 
outside a polling booth.

In Santipur in the 
Nadia district, the TMC 
alleged that personnel of 
the central forces were 
asking voters to go back, 
a charge rubbished by 
the authorities. Further, 

the TMC alleged that 
a polling booth in the 
Bardhaman Uttar con-
stituency was captured 
by the BJP. The allegation 
was denied by the oppo-
sition party, while poll 
officials said that no such 
incident has happened.

In Bijpur in North 24 
Parganas, TMC and BJP 
supporters clashed af-
ter the opposition party 
alleged that voters were 
being prevented from go-
ing to the booths.

The BJP also alleged 
that some of its booth 
agents in the Mina-
kha constituency of the 
same district were "kid-
napped" by the TMC.

The TMC said that 
the BJP does not have 
enough strength to de-
pute agents in all the 
booths and that is why it 
was levelling such "base-
less" allegation.

A total of 1,13,47,344 
people are eligible to 
vote. Of them, 57,35,766 
are men, 56,11,354 are 
women and 224 are third 
gender.

Barring these few in-
cidents, the overall situ-
ation was peaceful, a poll 
panel official said.

At many places, vot-
ers were seen without 
masks amid the resur-
gent coronavirus, raising 
concerns. The security 
forces ensured social 
distancing at the booths, 
while election officials 
provided masks, hand 
sanitisers and polythene 
gloves to the voters.

The polling started 
at 7 am and will contin-
ue till 6.30 pm in 15,789 
stations across the six 
districts.

The Election Com-
mission has deployed 
853 companies of central 
forces in this phase.

New Delhi, 17 Apr [NDTV]i: 
An advertisement by a jew-
ellery brand has sparked 
a buzz on the Internet for 
all the right reasons. For 
its latest campaign, titled 
'Pure as love', Kerala-based 
Bhima Jewellers chose to 
capture and celebrate the 
journey of a transwoman. 
The one-minute-forty-sec-
ond long video begins with 
the protagonist identifying 
as a woman. With time, the 
audience accompanies the 
woman on her transition 
and we see her grow phys-
ically and emotionally em-
powered. The milestones of 
the journey are marked by 
jewellery, presented -- and 
shared with her -- by her 
supportive family. The com-
mercial begins with her 
receiving a pair of anklets 
from her father and the last 
shot features the woman as 
a South Indian bride shar-

ing a laugh with him.
The video received 

immense praise on social 
media for breaking gender 
stereotypes. The brand 
was also applauded for 
shattering gender stereo-
types and casting a trans-
woman as the protagonist. 
Meera Singhania Rehani, a 
22-year-old student from 
Ambedkar University, Del-
hi, plays the protagonist 
and the advertisement was 
made by the Delhi-based 
agency Animal.

Reacting to the clip on 
Instagram, Dr Trinetra Hal-
dar Gummaraju, one of Kar-
nataka's first transgender 
doctor wrote, " Beautiful, 
beautiful ad."

Actress Shriya Pilga-
onkar heaped praise on the 
team for pulling out such a 
beautiful commercial and 
wrote, "This is glorious. Ku-
dos to the team." 
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GANGTOK SMART CITY DEVELOPMENT LIMITED
Sokaythang, Gnagtok,

Sikkim – 737102
e-mail: gangtoksmartcity@gmail.com CIN – U9309090WB2017SGC223807

FILE NI. 229/GSCDL/2019-20

Memo NO: 28/GSCDL/2021-22   Dated: 07/04/2021.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Gangtok Smart City Development Limited (GSCDL) is undertaking the work 
‘Construction of Multi Level Car Park cum Shopping Hub’ at old STNM Complex 
(below NH). The preliminary Drawings of the project is uploaded in our web-
site https://smartcitygangtok.com

Architects, Urban Planners and the General Public are requested to give their 
valuable feedback and suggestions for improvement of the drawing. Changes 
that are feasible within the scope of the work shall be incorporate at the time of 
finalizing the Drawings. However, GSCDL reserves the right to incorporate the 
changes. Comments and suggestions may be sent by email to ae3smartcity@
gmail.com within one month of issue of this public notice, please.

Sd/-
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER. 

SIKKIM STATE TECHER’S RECRUITMENT BOARD
(Constituted Vide Notification No. 933/HRDD, 2015)

Upper Syari, Gangtok, East Sikkim
Memo No. 38/SSTRB/ADM      Date: 12/04/2021

NOTICE
1. Applications are invited from the in-service eligible Post Graduate Teachers and Headmasters/Headmistresses of Second-
ary Schools serving in the Government Schools of Sikkim for filling up the following posts:

Sl.No. Name of the post No of posts Post Ratio Pay in the (Level + 
Grade Pay)

1. Principal, Senior 
Secondary School

30* a) 50% by promotion of Post Graduate 
Teachers

b) 50% by promotion of “Headmas-
ters/Headmistresses of Secondary 
Schools

GP-6700/-Level-18

Note: In the event of non-availability of eligible candidates from category (b) the post of Principal shall be filled up from among 
the eligible candidates of category (a) in order of merit and vice-versa. 

*(A list of 15 names on the merit basis will be maintained to meet the subsequent vacancies likely to arise because of promo-
tions, retirement or failing vacant by any other means, for a period of 11 months).

SIKKIM STATE TECHER’S RECRUITMENT BOARD 

(Constituted Vide Notification No. 933/HRDD, 2015) 

Upper Syari, Gangtok, East Sikkim 

Memo No. 38/SSTRB/ADM Date: 12/04/2021 

NOTICE\ 

1. Applications are invited from the in-service eligible Post Graduate Teachers and Headmasters/Headmistresses of Secondary 
Schools serving in the Government Schools of Sikkim for filling up the following posts: 

Sl.No. Name of the post No of 
posts  

Post Ratio Pay in the (Level + 
Grade Pay) 

1. Principal, Senior Secondary 
School 

30* a) 50% by promotion of Post Graduate 
Teachers 
b) 50% by promotion of 
“Headmasters/Headmistresses of 
Secondary Schools 

GP-6700/-Level-18 

Note: In the event of non-availability of eligible candidates from category (b) the post of Principal shall be filled up from among 
the eligible candidates of category (a) in order of merit and vice-versa. 
*(A list of 15 names on the merit basis will be maintained to meet the subsequent vacancies likely to arise because of 
promotions, retirement or failing vacant by any other means, for a period of 11 months). 
 

2. Eligibility criteria, educational and professional qualifications for the post of Principal are given below: 

Candidates must have possessed the following minimum educational and professional qualifications: 

Sl.
no 

For Principal Qualifications Teachers Experience  Age limit 
Academic Professional 

1 From PGT a) Post Graduate 
Degree in any subject 
from a recognized 
University 

a) B.Ed degree from an 
institute recognized by 
the NCTE 

a) Twelve years of 
uninterrupted regular 
service as a Post 
Graduate Teacher as 
on March 31,2021 

No age bar 

2 From HM, 
Secondary 
School 

a) Post Graduate 
Degree in any subject 
from a recognized 
University 

a) B.Ed degree from an 
institute recognized by 
the NCTE 

B) Six years of regular 
service as 
Headmaster/ 
headmistress of 
Secondary School as 
on March 31, 2021. 

 

Note: Service period on deputation to any Department shall not be counted as regular service for the post of Principal. 
3. Candidates on fulfilling the above criteria may visit the official website of Education Department www.sikkimhrdd.org to 
apply. Last date for filling up of the forms online is April 27, 2021 by 4.30 om. However, if a candidate could not fill up the form 
online, offline form may be submitted to Deputy  
Controller (Examination Cell), Sikkim State Teachers’ Recruitment Board, Upper Syari, Gangtok along with Bank Receipt and 
Two Passport Size photographs after obtaining the offline form from the SSTRB office on or before April 27, 2021 within the 
working hours. 

4. Bank Receipt of Rs. 200/- has to be credited in the State Bank of Sikkim under the Revenue heas 0202-102-03-edn. 

5. Candidates shall bring the self-attested or attested (as instructed below) photocopy of such documents along with originals 
on the date of interview. 

2. Eligibility criteria, educational and professional qualifications for the post of Principal are given below:
Candidates must have possessed the following minimum educational and professional qualifications:

3. Candidates on fulfilling the above criteria may visit the official website of Education Department www.sikkimhrdd.
org to apply. Last date for filling up of the forms online is April 27, 2021 by 4.30 om. However, if a candidate could not 
fill up the form online, offline form may be submitted to Deputy  
Controller (Examination Cell), Sikkim State Teachers’ Recruitment Board, Upper Syari, Gangtok along with Bank Receipt 
and Two Passport Size photographs after obtaining the offline form from the SSTRB office on or before April 27, 2021 
within the working hours.
4. Bank Receipt of Rs. 200/- has to be credited in the State Bank of Sikkim under the Revenue heas 0202-102-03-edn.
5. Candidates shall bring the self-attested or attested (as instructed below) photocopy of such documents along with 
originals on the date of interview.
6. Candidates at the time of the interview shall bring the following documents along with the copy of the application 
form.
a. Marksheet and Pass Certificate of Class X and XII or equivalent issued by recognized Board (self attested copy).
b. Marksheet and Degree Certification Certificate issued by recognized University and B.Ed certificate recognized by 
NCTE (self attested copy).
c. Appointment Order of “Post Graduate Teacher/Promotion Order of Headmaster/ Headmistress Secondary School 
(attested copy).
d. Department Clearance/NOC from the concerned District “heads (original).
e. Vigilance Clearance (original).
f. Last Increment Order (attested copy).
g. Bank receipt in original.
Whereas, under Notification no. 1720/ADM/HRDD dated 17/02/2021, State Government has relaxed the provision 
relating to the matter of recruitment, under Rule 6 of the Education Department, (Principals of Senior Secondary 
Schools and Headmasters of Secondary Schools) Recruitment Rules, 1992, limiting it to only screening cum interview 
as a one-time measure.
7. Syllabus of the examination therefore comprise of the following:
i) General awareness.
ii) Education policies.
iii) government rules and orders pertaining to school administration, duties and responsibilities of school-heads.
iv) Sikkim Government Servants’ Conduct Rules 1981, Sikkim government Servants’ (Discipline Appeal) Rules, 1985, 
Sikkim Government Service (Leave) Rules, 1986, Sikkim Government Service Rules, 1974, and such other rules as appli-
cable while discharging the duty as a School Principal.
8. Admit Card will be issued in due course of time. No. TA and DA will be paid for attending the interview.
9. Date and venue of the Interview will be intimated later on.
Note: Incomplete application shll be rejected summarily. If found on verification that candidates does not fulfill the 
prescribed criteria, the candidature for the post will be cancelled by the Board without specifying any further reason.

Sd/-
Secretary

Sikkim State Teachers’ Recruitment Board.
R.O. No. 19/IPR/Pub/Calssi./21-22 
Date. 13.4.2021

Friday JummaNamaz held 
with COVID-19 protocol

SICA lends helping hand in vaccination drive

TR Rana 
Memorial 
TT c'ship 
postponed
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 17 Apr: 

The 1st TR Rana Me-
morial Table Ten-

nis Championship 2021 
which was scheduled 
to be held on 23 and 24 
April has been postponed 
in light of the spike in 
Covid cases in Sikkim 
and the new protocols for 
public events.

This was decided at 
a of the United Sporting 
Club, Singtam, held un-
der the chairmanship 
of its president, Sundar 
Kumar Rai, at the indoor 
sports complex here on 
Saturday. 

A press release in-
forms that the decision to 
postpone the champion-
ship was unanimous.

Abhinav Bindra questions Kumbh Mela amid 
pandemic, slams Yogeshwar Dutt for backing it

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 17 Apr:

Sikkim Cricket Association is providing lunch 
to staff and officials at STNM Sochyagang and 

Palzor Stadium during the vaccination drive, a 
press release informs. The SICA team will con-
tinue this initiative till the end of the vaccina-
tion program.

New Delhi, 17 Apr [PTI]: 
India's only individual 
Olympic gold-medallist, 
shooter Abhinav Bindra, 
on Saturday questioned 
the decision to continue 
with the Haridwar Kum-
bh Mela amid the raging 
COVID-19 pandemic, say-
ing "a virus does not dis-
criminate between reli-
gions". The Kumbh Mela 
is being seen as a poten-
tial superspreader with 
lakhs of devotees con-
verging at Haridwar for a 
dip in the Ganga river.

"Should the Khumb 
(sic) mela even be held 
while an infectious pan-
demic lays waste to in-
dia? A virus does not 
discriminate between 
religions," wrote Bindra 
on his Twitter handle in 
response to a tweet by 
wrestler Yogeshwar Dutt.

Dutt, who had won 
the bronze in the 60kg 
freestyle category at the 
2012 London Olympics, 
had recently supported 
the conduct of the event 
in his social media post 
on Wednesday.

"No one in the Kumbh 
Mela is reaching there il-
legally, people are follow-
ing all protocols, no one 
is spitting at the security 
and medical staff, no one 
is running away after 
hiding from the admin-

istration. Stop defaming 
the peaceful devotees at 
Kumbh," he had tweeted.

Bindra's response to 
Dutt's tweet did not stop 
at the question. He went 
on to criticise the wres-
tler, who is now a mem-
ber of the ruling BJP, for 
lending his support to 
the conduct of the mas-
sive gathering.

"Athletes r known to 
keep their eye on the ball, 
their focus unwavering 
& to not get distracted 
by wht is most import-
ant at this time -- saving 
lives, finding cures THAT 
can work & showing 
compassion & empathy 
4 those who r loosing 
loved ones. U r failing the 
entire sports community 
with this," the celebrated 
shooter posted.

Overall, 2,34,692 
fresh COVID-19 fresh 
cases were reported in 
the country on Tuesday, 
the biggest daily spike 
so far. Amid the unprece-
dented surge, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi also 
said that attendance at 
the Hindu festival should 
be "symbolic".

President of Akhil 
Bharatiya Akhara Parish-
ad, Mahant Naredra Giri 
was admitted to AIIMS, 
Rishikesh after testing 
positive for the disease 
last week.

Mahamandaleshwar 
of Maha Nirvani Akhara 
from Madhya Pradesh, 
Swami Kapil Dev, who 
was under treatment for 
COVID-19 at a private 
hospital here, died on 
April 13.

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 17 Apr:

Anjuman-e-Islamia, 
Rangpo, offered the 

Friday Jumma Namaz fol-
lowing COVID-19 guide-
lines and precautions, a 

press release informs. So-
cial distancing, wearing 
of masks during prayer, 
temperature checks and 
maintaining entry to only 
registered devotees were 
strictly followed, it is in-

formed. Prayers were 
observed in two shifts 
with 50 people offering 
prayers at a time. Sanitiz-
ers werealso applied to 
every individual before 
entering the premises. 

Anti-viral drug Remdesivir stolen from 
Bhopal Hospital amid critical shortage

Bhopal, 17 Apr [PTI]: 
As many as 860 injec-
tions of Remdesivir drug, 
which is in high demand 
for treating COVID-19 
patients, were found 
"stolen" from the stock of 
the government-run Ha-
midia Hospital in Bhopal 
in Madhya Pradesh on 
Saturday, police said.

An official said that 
an internal sabotage can-
not be ruled out behind 
the incident.

"860 Remdesivir in-
jections were found sto-
len. We are investigat-
ing," Bhopal Deputy In-
spector General of Police 
Irshad Wali told PTI.

Asked whether the 
police have some leads 
in the case, he said the 
probe is on.

Earlier in the day, MP 
Medical Education Minis-
ter Vishwas Sarang said, 
"I have received the in-
formation about the theft 
of the injections. This is 
a very serious matter. 
Divisional Commission-
er Kavindra Kiyawat and 
Bhopal Deputy Inspector 

General of Police Irshad 
Wali have reached the 
spot and started investi-
gations," he told report-
ers at the facility.

A case has been regis-
tered with the Koh-e-FIza 
police station under sec-
tions 457 (house-break-
ing by night) and 380 
(theft in any building) of 
the Indian Penal Code.

Shortage of Remde-
sivir injections has been 
reported from various 
parts of Madhya Pradesh 
which are battling a 

surge in COVID-19 cases.
On April 16, Madhya 

Pradesh recorded 11,045 
fresh coronavirus cases, its 
biggest one-day spike so 
far, taking the state''s infec-
tion count to 3,84,563, as 
per the state health depart-
ment. The overall fatality 
count rose to 4,425 as 60 
more patients succumbed 
to the infection.

Madhya Pradesh has 
recorded 89,052 new 
cases and 439 fatalities 
since the beginning of 
April.

Assam suspends 
classes in 
primary schools 
in districts with 
over 100 cases
Guwahati, 17 Apr 
[NDTV]: Primary schools 
and classes in all Assam 
districts reporting over 
100 active coronavirus 
cases will remain closed 
till further notice, Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma, the 
state's Health Minister, 
said Saturday.

Mr Sarma told re-
porters the government 
had also passed an or-
der allowing authorities 
in these districts to fine 
people - ₹ 1,000 - found 
without face masks in 
public places.

"In view of the rapid 
surge in COVID-19 cases 
and the threat it poses to 
the well-being of small 
children, classes of all pri-
mary-level schools will re-
main closed in all districts 
with more than 100 active 
cases," Mr Sarma said in 
Guwahati. "Classes in oth-
er districts - which have 
less than 100 cases - will 
continue for now, follow-
ing all COVID-19 proto-
cols," he added.

The orders comes af-
ter 20 students from Kam-
rup (Metro) district tested 
positive for the virus over 
the past two months, forc-
ing school administrations 
to opt for online classes. 
While still a far cry from 
peak daily cases in August, 
September and October 
last year - between an es-
timated 2,700 and 3,500 
cases per day - the trend is 
worrying.

On April 1, 49 new 
cases were reported in 24 
hours. A week later that 
number was 195 and two 
weeks on it was 385. This 
evening 573 new cases 
were detected in the past 
24 hours. More than half of 
the cases reported today - 
245 - were from Kamrup 
(Metro) district.

Experts fear the 
caseload could increase 
further in the days after 
widespread campaigning 
for last week's Assembly 
polls - for which rallies 
and roadshows were held 
with no social distancing 
and at which many, in-
cluding political leaders 
and government figures, 
were without face masks.

A more serious prob-
lem is that children - below 
18 - have not been cleared 
to take the vaccine current-
ly on offer for adults over 
45, prompting concerns 
from parents and school 
authorities. Two days af-
ter Assam's third and final 
phase (April 6) Mr Sarma 
ruled out the possibility of 
a night curfew or a lock-
down, something which 
a number of other states 
have now enforced. 
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Sikkim’s Daughters
Accept it, Sikkim discriminates 

on the basis of gender 

A notification now exists allowing Sikkimese wom-
en married to non-Sikkimese to continue acquir-

ing property and getting it officially registered in their 
names. Given the heaps of denials which continue to 
be served to local women, this was a major break-
through. When it comes to equality or empowerment, 
this is, however, still a very small step though, but in 
light of established traditions, it is a substantial course 
correction which could lead to the right path and do 
right by Sikkimese women. But even this notification 
is now nearly three years old and things have not pro-
gressed much since. One still hopes though that the 
notification which was issued by the Land Revenue 
Department on 07 June 2018 informing the concerned 
authorities to process registration of property even in 
the names of Sikkimese women married to non-locals, 
has set the ball rolling behind the scenes to weed out 
all rules which deny local women their claims to iden-
tity as Sikkimese.

The process began with 68 Sikkimese women 
married to non-Sikkimese moving the High Court of 
Sikkim at around this time in 2017 challenging the 
discrimination women face in Sikkim because of their 
gender when it comes to their identity as Sikkimese. 

Being subjected to a different set of rules based on 
gender is not a new situation in Sikkim, not even of 
the Sikkim Succession Act of 2008 vintage which the 
68 women had challenged. The traditional practice in 
Sikkim has been that daughters enjoy no rights to an-
cestral property and receive it only thanks to the grace 
of their fathers or the magnanimity of their brothers. 
There might not have been widespread denial on this 
count, but fact remains that they cannot still claim in-
heritance as a matter of right. The Sikkim Succession 
Act sought to correct this discrimination by extending 
the right to inheritance to Sikkimese women. This right 
however was proposed with a caveat that Sikkimese 
women who married non-locals could not stake any 
such claims. This was clearly insensitive, but was not a 
creation of the Act in question, but was a continuation 
of how the identity of Sikkimese women continues to 
be tied to the men in their lives – initially their fathers 
or grandfathers and upon marriage, their husbands. 
And this flows from how rules governing the issuance 
of Certificates of Identity are interpreted here. A COI 
is the document which attests a person as Sikkimese, 
as in a descendent of a Sikkim Subject. These are is-
sued only to someone whose father or grandfather or 
brother is registered in the Sikkim Subjects Register. 
When it comes to women, the extant practice is to 
have them refresh their identity upon marriage, their 
continuing to be recognized as Sikkimese dependent 
on who they marry – if they marry a non-local, they 
lose their Sikkimeseness. This itself is sourced from 
the Sikkim Subjects Regulation and how subjecthood 
was granted under it and is the practice which has also 
led to such women losing their inheritance rights in 
the Sikkim Succession Act since once they cease to be 
Sikkimese because of who they choose to marry, land 
or property can no longer be registered in their name 
in Sikkim. 

The only fig leaf offered in this clearly problematic 
rule is that they are allowed to continue owning the 
land for life or sell it. They could not, until the noti-
fication issued on Thursday, acquire new property or 
bequeath it to their children since their children also 
were no longer considered Sikkimese.

This condition imposed on women is at the crux of 
all the indignities imposed on them like securing un-
married certificates every six months if they wish to 
continue enjoying benefits exclusively meant for the 
Sikkimese. The case in the High Court did not receive 
a judgment because it transpired that the Sikkim Suc-
cession Act was never notified in Sikkim even though 
it has now been around as an Act for a decade. But 
now, with the latest notification, one hopes that the 
Act can also be amended to include Sikkimese wom-
en married to non-Sikkimese among those entitled to 
equal inheritance rights. Once that happens, at least a 
law will be in place awarding the right to inheritance 
to all Sikkimese daughters. And that right, one must 
add here, would have been won by daughters who 
were, until recently, stripped of their Sikkimese iden-
tity because they married outsiders. Accept it, there is 
some delicious irony in this scenario.

What the notification should also ideally trigger is 
a wider discussion in the public domain on gender is-
sues, something Sikkim continues to sidestep. Gender 
equality, after all, requires more than governmental 
intervention to come about. Legislations and rules 
mean little if male chauvinism does not even need to 
be disguised in public. This is obvious in the common 
defence of the gender discrimination in question – 
“outsiders will take advantage of our innocent women 
if such protection of local interests is not enforced”. 
This argument is perhaps even more offensive than 
the rules in practice because it refuses to acknowl-
edge that Sikkimese women are aware enough and 
capable of deciding for themselves. But it also explains 
why such practices continue. Also, the fact that even 
though most women find the rules discriminatory and 
offensive, it was only very recently that some resolved 
to do something about it. Empowerment is obviously 
lacking when it takes this long for women to come to-
gether and make some noise about the issue.  

Slow Down and Embrace Nature – How to Create 
Better Cities When the Pandemic is over

COVID-19: Does exercising really reduce the risk?

BJÖRN WICKENBERG
theconversation.com

Throughout the past year of working from home, 
I have gone for numerous morning, lunchtime 

and evening walks around my neighbourhood in 
the Eastern parts of Lund in Sweden. My neigh-
bourhood has three dams 
for storing stormwater in the 
event of extreme rain. These 
help slow the water instead of 
overburdening the city’s un-
derground water sewage sys-
tem, which would increase the 
risk of flooding.

It was at one of these 
stormwater dams where I first 
made friends with a beauti-
ful and majestic heron. Like 
other birds, the heron seems 
to have found its home here 
– and it moves between the 
three dams depending on the 
time of the day.

I once saw the heron catch-
ing a fish, like a better ver-
sion of one of these TV shows 
about nature. This vivid im-
age of the heron with the fish 
has stuck with me – maybe 
because I observed it directly 
with my own eyes.

I find myself returning to 
the image of the fish-catching 
heron and pondering on the 
fact that this bird and I depend 
on the same ecosystem. The 
heron for habitat and food, I for 
recreational purposes (like my 
pandemic-induced walks) and 
being saved from flooding. We are so separate, and 
yet connected.

MULTIFUNCTIONAL SPACES
These dams aren’t just a water management 

solution. When it’s cold, they freeze over and pro-
vide ice-skating facilities. As well as looking visu-
ally striking, they also provide ecosystems and a 
habitat for animals and wildlife to thrive in.

This kind of multifunctional infrastructure is 
becoming increasingly popular, with many cities 
adopting so-called “nature-based solutions” to not 
just solve environmental problems and safeguard 

biodiversity, but to also provide local people with 
recreation space.

In the Naturvation project, which looks at the 
potential of nature-based solutions to transform 
cities, nearly 1,000 examples from 100 cities have 
been collected.

One of my favourite examples is Melbourne’s 

Urban Forest Strategy, developed to adapt the city 
to climate change and to improve the wellbeing of 
people living there. The plan has seen the city in-
crease the number of trees and green spaces.

It also involved setting up a database that maps 
all the trees in the city. Through this database, peo-
ple have then been able to send e-mails to individu-
al trees, as a way of connecting with and communi-
cating their love for their favourite tree. 

HUMAN-NATURE LINKS
Being aware of nature and its life-supporting 

functions, including how we as humans relate to 

it, is important. It helps our societies to function 
more sustainably and to recognise the symbiotic 
relationships we have with the plants and animals 
around us.

But as well as reflecting on and changing our 
relationships with the natural world we also need 
to rethink how we use space in a way that positions 

nature at the centre of things.
This will not only help to en-

sure that we consider the natural 
world and people’s wellbeing but 
it will also mean better access to 
green and blue spaces – such as 
parks, forests and meadows but 
also rivers, lakes, canals, waterfalls 
and even fountains. Inequality in 
terms of access to outdoor spaces 
has been highlighted during the 
COVID-19 lockdowns – with peo-
ple having greater appreciation for 
the role nature can play in terms of 
mental and physical wellbeing. 

A SLOW NEW WORLD
In contrast with the highly ef-

ficient and accelerated modern 
world, the pandemic has slowed 
things down. Many of us now 
spend less time rushing about, 
commuting and travelling long 
distances. Instead, we spend more 
time at home and in our local 
neighbourhoods.

This shift has provided an op-
portunity for deep reflection about 
who we are and how we relate to 
nature. Indeed, many people have 
used this as an opportunity to es-
cape the city and head to the coun-
tryside or the coast.

Against this backdrop, na-
ture-based solutions offer promising options for 
the post-pandemic world. This is because, in 
terms of urban planning, it is an approach that, 
when implemented well, materialises nature-cul-
ture links, while also responding to some of the 
challenges around climate change adaptation in 
urban areas. Ultimately, we must work with na-
ture – not against it – if we are to really move in 
the right direction.

[the writer is PhD Candidate at the 
International Institute for Industrial 

Environmental Economics, Lund University]

JAMIE HARTMANN-BOYCE
theconversation.com

A new US study shows that people 
who are less physically active are 

more likely to be hospitalised and die 
with COVID-19. According to these 
new calculations, being inactive puts 
you at a greater risk from COVID-19 
than any other risk factor except age 
and having had an organ transplant. 
If this is right, it’s a big deal.

In the study, healthcare provid-
ers asked people about how much 
they exercised over a two-year peri-
od prior to the pandemic. Using this 
information, people were categorised 
into three groups. The first group 
– described as “consistently inac-
tive” – exercised for no more than 10 
minutes per week. The second group 
engaged in “some activity” – exercis-
ing for between 11 minutes and 149 
minutes a week. The third group con-
sistently met physical activity guide-
lines, exercising for 150 minutes a 
week or more. Exercise was defined 
as moderate to strenuous activity, an 
example being a “brisk walk”.

Compared to people who were 
exercising for at least 150 minutes a 
week, people who were consistent-
ly inactive were over twice as likely 
to be hospitalised and to die due to 
COVID-19. They also had a greater 
risk of hospitalisation and death than 

people doing some physical activity.
There are a lot of reasons to trust 

this study. It uses data from almost 
50,000 people who had COVID-19 be-
tween January and October 2020. The 
information on how much they exer-
cised was collected before COVID-19 
came on the scene – which means 
answers it wasn’t affected by people’s 
COVID-19 outcomes. The researchers 
also tried to take into account things 
that might skew the picture – for ex-
ample, how old someone was and 
what other health conditions they 
had.

However, there are also plenty of 
reasons to be wary. For a start, people 
themselves reported how much they 
exercised, rather than exercise being 
assessed in some objective way.

The biggest issue, though, is the 
risk of confounding – that is, of some 
unmeasured element skewing the 
picture. This happens when the ex-
posure (in this case exercise) and 
the outcome (in this case COVID-19 
hospitalisation and death) are also 
influenced by another, unmeasured, 
variable – the “confounder”.

Take a classic example: murder 
and ice cream. If you look over the 
course of a few years, you’ll find that 
murders rise and fall in line with ice 
cream sales. No one, however, thinks 
that ice cream causes murder, or that, 
having committed murder, one is 

more likely to eat ice cream.
The issue here is confounding, and 

the weather is the confounder. Unsur-
prisingly, ice cream sales are higher 
when it’s hot out. Interestingly, mur-
ders also rise in higher temperatures. 

When we think about the rela-
tionship between COVID-19 out-
comes and physical activity, the pos-
sible confounders are almost endless. 
Long-term health conditions such as 
diabetes increase COVID-19 risk and 
can make it more difficult to exercise. 
Lack of exercise can also cause or 
worsen some long-term conditions. 
Though the authors tried to consider 
this, it will have been difficult to con-
trol for it completely.

In addition, independent of age, 
frailty is a risk factor for worse out-
comes from COVID-19, and frailty of 
course also impacts physical activity. 
Socioeconomic factors also have a 
role to play. It is now well known that 
people from less advantaged groups 
are at greater risk from COVID-19. 
Disadvantage is also linked to few-
er opportunities to engage in lei-
sure-time physical activities – for the 
most part the type of exercise this 
study was measuring.

In short, many behavioural and 
environmental factors are inter-
linked, including diet, weight, alcohol 
and drug use and physical activity. 
Disentangling the impact of one from 

another can be extremely difficult.
Despite these limitations, the good 

news is that it is just generally a good 
idea to exercise more, whether or not 
inactivity is a major risk factor for 
COVID-19. Being more active improves 
health and wellbeing and reduces the 
risk of developing diseases. In people 
already living with long-term health 
conditions, it can also improve disease 
management and outcomes. 

The World Health Organization 
tells us that some physical activity 
is better than none and that more 
physical activity is even better. It also 
highlights the need to reduce seden-
tary time – namely time spent sitting 
or lying down.

So whether or not inactivity dou-
bles the risk of dying from COVID-19, 
meeting physical activity guidelines 
is a sensible suggestion. And perhaps 
the thing to like most about this study 
is that unlike some of the other risk 
factors for COVID-19, physical activi-
ty is modifiable. We can’t change our 
age. For the most part, our long-term 
health conditions are with us to stay. 
But with the right supports in place, 
most of us can be more active.

[the writer is Senior Research 
Fellow, Departmental Lecturer 

and Co-Director of Evidence-Based 
Healthcare DPhil Programme, 

Centre for Evidence-Based 
Medicine, University of Oxford]
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GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
SOCIAL JUSTICE AND  WELFARE DEPARTMENT

Samaj Kalyan,  TADONG, GANGTOK
Memo No: 11/GOS/439/SJ&WD/EC/2021   Dated: 13.04.2021

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

The Divisional Engineer, (N/E) Social Justice & Welfare Department, Government of 
Sikkim, Samaj Kalyan Bhawan, Lumsey, Tadong, East District, Sikkim on behalf of Governor 
of Sikkim, invites sealed tenders in percentage Rate basis from the eligible contractors 
of appropriate class Vide Notification No. 584/R&B/PWD/Secy. Dated 08.10.2018 vide 
Notification No. 515/R&B/PWD/Secy. Dated 12.06.2018 Notification No. 104/R&B Dated 
08.10.2020 for the work(s) listed under:-

Sl.
No.

Name of 
work

Value put to 
Tender (in Rs.)

Completion 
Time (in 
months)

Amount of 
Earnest Money 
@2.2% for 
issue of tender 
form (Rs)

Amount of 
Bank receipt 
fpor cost 
of tender 
documents 
(Rs.)

Constituency / 
GPU/Ward.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1 Construction  
of Communi-
ty Centre at 
Pacheykhani 
in East 
Sikkim.

1,06,22,230.00 18 months 2,65,556.00 30,000.00 Dickling Cha-
lamthang  GPU.
19th Rhenock 
Constituency.

Time Schedule is as follows:-
1. Start Date for submission of application with Bank Receipt - 16th April  2021 to 20th April, 
2021 (10.00 am to 4.30pm) for issue of Tender Documents (Excluding the tender form).
2. Last date for issue of tender form  - 23rd April, 2021 (11:00hrs to 13:00hrs).
3. Date and Time for submission of Tender - 03rd May, 2021 (10:00 hrs to 13:00 
hrs).
4. Date and Time of opening of Tender  - 03rd  May, 2021 (13:30 hrs to 16:30 
hrs).in  the respective GPU.

Note: The details of tender documents including tender form can be obtained from the 
office of the Divisional  Engineer- (N/E) SJ&WD on production of receipt of deposit made 
to respective Ward.

1. Tender is open only to the eligible Contracts/Firms of appropriate Class/Area.
2. The intending tenders/contractors should apply in writing for issue of tender docu-

ments. The application would invariably by signed by the contractor himself/herself. 
The tender documents will not be issued to any person other than the INTENDING 
TENDER.

3. The applicants should enclose attested copies of the (a) Valid GSTIN Registration 
Certification, (b) Latest Income Tax Clearance Certificate as per the Indian Income Tax 
Act and (c) Validated Contractor Enlistment Certificate, and Professional Tax Clear-
ance Certificate along with the application. It is mandatory to produce the original 
validated/updated Enlistment Certificate during sale/issue of the Tender Document 
for verification (d) PAN card.

4. The prescribed Non-Transferable Tender Documents (Excluding the Tender Form) can 
be obtained during the period specified in (As above from the office of the Addl. Chief 
Engineer/ Superintending  Engineer of Social Justice & Welfare Department, Samaj 
Kalyan Bhawan, Lumsey, Tadong, East District, Sikkim, on production of receipt de-
posit to the revenue of the respective GPU.

5. Earnest Money Deposit @2.5% in the State Bank of Sikkim in the form of deposit 
receipt of schedules bank which includes in the form of temporary deposit receipts or 
fixed deposits receipts in favour of the Sr. Accounts Officer of the Department Tender 
Form shall be issued only on the production of the deposit receipt to the contractors 
who has obtained the tender documents, on production of deposit receipts of 2.5% 
earnest money.

6. The Tender document s including the Tender Form with quoted offer should be 
placed in a sealed cover with the name of the Tenderers and the name of the work 
superscripted on it. Supporting documents listed at SL 3(a), (b) and (c) above should b 
enclosed with the offer.

7. Sealed Tenders may be deposited in the Tender Box in the concerned GPK on the date 
and time indicated above.

8. Tenders will be opened by a Tender Opening Committee a prescribed by the Govern-
ment in the presence of the tenderer on the date and time indicated above.

9. The Tender should sign on every page of the tender documents as Acceptance of the 
General Direction and Conditions of Contract aad other laid down norms. The rate 
quoted should be both  in figures and words and should be inclusive of GST and all 
other Taxes and Levies. Overwriting and correction should be avoided and if made 
should be authenticated. Incomplete/ Conditional tenders shall be rejected forthwith.

10. In case of any discrepancy in rate(s) printed in the Schedule of Rates and Quantities 
issued with the tender document, rates as per approved Schedule of Rates will be 
taken as correct. For items outside the SOR, the rates shall be as per the technically 
checked/estimate/analysis. Decision of the Add. Chief Engineer cum Secretary/Head 
of the Department will be final in this regard.

11. The Work Value, scope and quantum of work are subject to change, the contrac-
tor shall execute the work as per the directives of the Department. No claim on this 
account shall be entertained whatsoever. If any extra claim is made, it shall be as per 
the agreement rates.

12. Avoidable damages due to negligence of the contractor shall be at his own risk and 
cost. The Department shall not be liable for payment of such damages (if any), includ-
ing accidents to laborer at site.

13. The offer shall remain valid for a period of 90 days. The work should commence 
within 15 days from the date of issue of work order.

14. The department reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tenders without 
assigning any reason thereof. 

15. Subletting of contract work is against the norms and if it comes to the notice, the 
original contract shall be cancelled and appropriate action shall be initiated as per the 
rules 

16. The Department also reserves the right to increase, decrease, alter or modify the 
item of works as indicated in the NIT without assigning any reason thereof.

17. The contractor will have to pay all taxes and duties as applicable and notified by the 
State/Central Government and no claim shall be entertained in this regard whatsoev-
er.

18. The rate quoted shall be inclusive of prevailing taxes.
19. The department reserves the right to reject the incomplete tender without any 

reason there-off.
20. The Contactor has to submit the work program/ bar Chart may be submitted in the 

initial stage.
Sd/-

Divisional  Engineer (N/E)
Social Justice & Welfare Department

Government of Sikkim..
R.O. No. 21/IPR/Pub/Classi/21-22 Date. 15.4.2021

Nepal farmers who lost fertile lands to 
Koshi floods find hope in fruit farming

PRADEEP MENYANGBO
Kathmandu, 17 Apr 
[KathmanduPost]: On Au-
gust 18, 2008, the Koshi 
River burst through its 
eastern embankment 
about 13 km upstream 
from the Koshi Barrage. 
Sahabuddin Haq, who 
has a farm on the banks 
of the wayward river, was 
ruined when his field 
was buried under 4 feet 
of sand.

The Koshi rushed 
over the plains, the water 
flow swelling to 166,000 
cubic feet per second 
(cusec) from the regu-
lar 25,744 cusecs, and 
carved a new path 15-20 
km wide and 150 long 
north to south.

The flood spread 
across eastern Nepal and 
India, and thousands of 
people lost their posses-
sions. The water even-
tually receded, but it left 
behind a devastated land.

Hectares of fertile 
farmland turned into 
desert overnight. In 
Koshi Rural Municipality 
alone, 3,100 bighas (500 
hectares) of land was 
covered with sand.

Seeing no hope of be-
ing able to grow anything 
on the land, most young 
people of Kumyahi Ghor-
ki village in Koshi Rural 
Municipality-5 in Sunsa-
ri district decided to go 
abroad for work, many 
went to India.

Haq too joined the 
exodus. He left for Qatar 
in 2010—two years after 
the flood inundated his 
village. He spent near-
ly nine years in the Gulf 
country before returning 
home. He was 27 years 
old.

Haq tried to sell his 
4-bigha farm, but there 
were no buyers. “The 
land was useless. A bar-
ren desert,” he said.

The villagers had no 
idea what they were go-
ing to do. Nobody would 

buy their land, and the 
bank would not lend 
them any money with it 
as collateral.

Then their luck 
changed. They learnt to 
make green plants grow 
in the swathes of sand. 
Haque had planted 550 
lemon saplings on his 
land a year ago, and they 
were starting to bear 
fruit. He has also planted 
dragon fruit.

Haq expects to earn 
Rs2.5 annually from his 
lemon trees in the next 
five years. His farm has 
also become a destina-
tion for agro tourism.

“More than 2,000 In-
dian farmers have visited 
my farm,” he said. “Peo-
ple are really surprised 
to see lemon growing out 
of the sand.”

Haq's neighbour 
Asgar Ali has also be-
come a lemon farmer. 
The two had seen a vid-
eo on YouTube how lem-
on could be grown in 
sand. They took the idea 
to Koshi Rural Munici-
pality which arranged a 
study visit to Rajasthan 

state in India. A 10-mem-
ber municipality team led 
by Chairman Ayub Ansari 
went to Rajasthan where 
they held an interaction at 
the Department of Agricul-
ture and observed some 
sites. The farming model 
was replicated on the banks 
of the Koshi River.

Other farmers like 
Mohammad Ison, Enam-
ul Haq, Arwin Yadav and 
Jalaumuddin Haq have 
also started cultivat-
ing lemon, dragon fruit, 
squash, pomegranate 
and watermelon.

“I have 15 bighas of 
land all covered with 
sand. This year, I planted 
lemon and dragon fruit 
on 1 bigha. The lemon 
trees have started bear-
ing fruit,” Ali said.

The value of the land 
here is going up now. The 
desert has been drawing 
many farmers. Haq said 
that people were not 
willing to buy his land for 
even Rs20,000 per kat-
tha two years ago.

“Now the land is 
worth Rs250,000 per 
kattha. None of the farm-

ers, including me, will 
sell the land. We have 
realised that the desert 
is not a wasteland any-
more.” In many coun-
tries, farming in the des-
ert is expensive as the 
farm requires water reg-
ularly. Desert farms re-
quire almost three times 
more water than those in 
temperate climates. This 
makes farming in the 
desert impractical.

But growing plants 
in sand is different, 
said farmers who have 
learned the Rajasthani 
model. According to 
them, a small ditch needs 
to be dug and filled with 
organic manures to plant 
the sapling. The plant 
needs to be watered reg-
ularly.

For Ali, who owns 15 
bighas of land, life was 
once difficult. He had to 
face difficulties as his 
source of income dried 
up completely after the 
Koshi flood.

Ali was not able to en-
rol his children in school 
due to financial difficul-
ties. When his two sons 

grew up, they had to go 
abroad as migrant work-
ers. Ali had even worked 
as a daily wage earner.

“If modern irrigation 
facilities are provided, 
our productivity could 
be higher than in Rajas-
than,” said Ali, who was 
a member of the study 
group. “In Rajasthan, a 
lemon plant bears fruits 
for 30 years.”

Ali is now optimistic. 
“I am preparing to utilise 
other land that was left 
barren for years,” he said.

The Koshi flood had 
affected 35,000 house-
holds in the then four vil-
lage development com-
mittees—Shreepur, Har-
ipur, Paschim Kushwaha 
and Laukahi.

Some farmers who 
could afford it had spent 
up to Rs150,000 to have 
the sand removed from 
their fields and started 
cultivating paddy, corn, 
wheat and barley.

But productivity has 
not improved. For many 
farmers, it was already 
too late to remove the 
sand, and now it costs a 
lot of money to do so.

According to Ayub 
Ansari, chairman of the 
rural municipality, sand 
has been removed from 
600 bighas of land, but 
more than 2,500 bighas 
is still covered by it. “It’s 
now impossible to re-
move the sand. But farm-
ers have learned a new 
technique after the visit 
to Rajasthan,” he said.

Ansari said that the 
federal and provincial 
governments should 
help to market the lem-
on, dragon fruit, Indian 
plum, pointed gourd, 
peanut and pomegranate 
crops produced by the lo-
cal farmers.

“Thousands of farm-
ers in Koshi Rural Mu-
nicipality will benefit if 
proper market access is 
provided.”

27 new cases take COVID-19 
tally of Andamans to 5,289

14,912 new 
coronavirus 
cases, 138 
deaths in 
Chhattisgarh
Raipur, Apr 16 (PTI): 
Chhattisgarh's COVID-19 
tally mounted to 5,16,412 
on Friday as 14,912 more 
people tested positive for 
the infection, while 138 
fresh fatalities took the 
toll to 5,580, a health de-
partment official said.

The state, which was 
showing a declining 
trend of COVID-19 cases 
since early this year, has 
been witnessing a surge in 
the number of infections 
from last one month during 
which it has recorded over 
1.97 lakh cases and 1,671 
deaths. The number of ac-
tive cases in the state stood 
at 1,24,303 after 135 people 
were discharged from hos-
pitals, while 11,672 others 
completed their home isola-
tion period. The number of 
people who have recovered 
from the infection increased 
to 3,86,529, he said

The worst-hit Rai-
pur and Durg districts 
accounted for 3,813 and 
1,995 of the new cases, 
respectively, for the day. 
While the total count of 
infection in Raipur has 
reached 1,10,132, includ-
ing 1,492 deaths, Durg's 
caseload rose to 64,161, 
including 1,062 deaths.

Bilaspur witnessed 
1,189 new cases, Rajnan-
dagon 1,069 and Balod-
abazar 733 among other 
districts, he said. 

Trinamool writes to election panel after BJP 
leaks Mamata Banerjee's phone conversation

New Delhi, 17 Apr 
[NDTV]: The Trinamool 
Congress has written to 
the Election Commission 
seeking action against 
the BJP for allegedly re-
cording and leaking an 
audio clip of party leader 
and Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee's conver-
sation with Trinamool 
candidate Partha Pratim 
Ray.

Ms Banerjee's pur-
ported conversation in 
the audio clip with Mr 
Ray sparked a contro-
versy after Ms Banerjee 
was allegedly heard ask-
ing her party's Sitalkuchi 
candidate to hold rallies 
with the bodies of four 
people killed in firing by 
security forces on April 
10.

Ms Banerjee's par-
ty has hit out at the BJP, 
claiming the rival party 
distorted the content of 
the audio clip to spread 
disinformation.

"It is unprecedented 
that a Chief Minister's 
phone has been inter-
cepted at BJP's behest 
and leaked one day be-
fore polls," the Trina-
mool said in the letter 
signed by party leaders 
Yashwant Sinha, Derek 
O'Brien and Purnendu 
Basu.

"The said conversa-
tion has been illegally 
and unlawfully recorded 
by and/or at the behest 

of BJP and played by the 
BJP in complete violation 
of the Constitution, Indi-
an Telegraph Act, Infor-
mation Technology Act, 
and Indian Penal Code," 
the Trinamool said.

"The audiotape... was 
released and played by 
the BJP at their office 
during a press confer-
ence in the presence of 
BJP IT cell in-charge Amit 
Malviya and MP Locket 
Chatteree," the Trina-
mool said.

Citing the purported 
audio clip between Ms 
Banerjee and party can-
didate Partha Pratim Ray, 
Mr Malviya had said the 
"Chief Minister is trying 
to instigate riots by ask-
ing her party leaders to 
take out rallies with bod-
ies."

BJP chief JP Nadda on 
Friday tweeted the audio 

clip, along with a direct 
attack on the Trinamool. 
"TMC signifies VULTURE 
CULTURE- of feasting on 
death for petty political 
gains. TMC should be 
ashamed of themselves," 
Mr Nadda tweeted.

Four people were 
killed in firing by secu-
rity forces after violence 
broke out at a polling 
booth at Sitalkuchi in 
Cooch Behar district 
when voting was going 
on in the fourth of the 
eight-phase Bengal elec-
tion.

The Trinamool's Si-
talkuchi candidate called 
the audio clip "bogus". 
"Such a conversation 
never took place. This 
audio clip is totally bo-
gus. The BJP is just trying 
to confuse people before 
the fifth phase of polling," 
Mr Ray said.

Trinamool MP 
Sukhendu Sekhar Ray 
said the BJP is trying to 
spread misinformation. 
"The lies factory man-
ager doesn't understand 
Bengali and no one trans-
lated the conversation 
for him correctly. There 
is nothing wrong in the 
conversation between 
the party leader and her 
district leader."

Over a crore voters 
are deciding the win-
ners and losers from a 
pool of 342 candidates 
today as they vote in 45 
assembly constituencies 
in the fifth phase. Some 
key candidates in this 
phase are Siliguri may-
or and Left Front lead-
er Ashok Bhattacharya, 
state ministers Gautam 
Deb and Bratya Basu, 
and BJP's Samik Bhat-
tacharya.

Port Blair, Apr 17 (PTI): 
Months after keeping the 
COVID-19 outbreak in check, 
Andaman and Nicobar Is-
lands along with the entire 
country have started expe-
riencing the second wave 
of coronavirus infections 
with 27 more people test-
ing positive for the disease, 
which took the tally in the 
Union Territory to 5,289, an 
official said Saturday. Seven 
new patients have travel 
history and twenty were 

detected during contact 
tracing, he said.

The death toll re-
mained at 63 as no fresh 
fatality due to the infec-
tion was reported in the 
last 24 hours, he said.

At least 28 people 
were cured of the dis-
ease during the period, 
taking the total number 
of recoveries in the ar-
chipelago to 5,110. The 
Union Territory now has 
116 active cases. The lo-

cal administration has 
been strict to contain the 
spread of the disease and 
has adopted an approach 
of tracking, testing and 
treating, the official said.

"People arriving here 
from mainland are man-
datorily required to un-
dergo rapid antigen test.

"Arrangements have 
been made to quaran-
tine coronavirus-positive 
passengers at govern-
ment-run facilities. 
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COVID has robbed us of the freedom 
to train as per our plans: Srikanth

New Delhi, Apr 17 (PTI): 
The COVID-19 pandemic has 
"robbed" athletes of the free-
dom to train as per their con-
venience ahead of the all-im-
portant Olympic Games, says 
India's ace shuttler Kidambi 
Srikanth.

Going through multiple 
COVID tests and living in a 
bio-bubble have become the 
new normal for international 
athletes and Srikanth has ex-
perienced it all in the last few 
months.

"Things are not as smooth 
as they were before, this bio 
bubble and everything are lit-
tle complicated to deal with 
and then with false positives 
happening, it becomes even 
more tricky," Srikanth told 
PTI in an interview.

"You can't complain if you 
get a positive result because 
you don't know if it is actually 
a false positive, So things are 
very tough now."

Srikanth, a former world 
number one, was left with 
a bloodied nose after going 
through multiple COVID tests 
ahead of the YONEX Thailand 
Open earlier this year.

After that, he had to with-
draw from Toyota Thailand 
Open and stay confined to his 
hotel room in Bangkok for a 
week after his roommate and 
fellow shuttler B Sai Praneeth 
tested COVID-19 positive, 

which later turned out to be 
false. "I feel we have lost the 
freedom to train according to 
our timings. It's been robbed. 
In the pre-COVID days, I could 
go to the gym when I wanted 
but now I have to go when I 
am provided a time. You can-
not prepare the way we did 
before," he said.

"I couldn't play more 
matches in Thailand. I had 
to play World Tour finals 
straightaway without prac-
tice. In All England, I couldn't 

train as some players tested 
positive. So things didn't work 
my way.

"But you can't think too 
much about these things be-
cause you can only do what 
you have in your hand. You 
just have to adjust and live 
with this for the next 5-6 
months at least."

He is hoping to secure 
an Olympic berth with good 
outings in the last three 
qualifiers.

One area where the Indi-

an feels the Badminton World 
Federation (BWF) can have a 
look is food.

"Food is something which 
BWF should look into. I un-
derstand it is tough to give 
everyone what they want but 
they can take a little more 
care, may be a little bigger 
menu to select from," he said.

"The first 3-4 days in All 
England when we were not 
allowed to go out, there were 
not too many options, there 
was no rice options."

The 28-year-old Indian 
is now solely focussed on his 
performance in the last three 
Olympic qualifiers, starting 
with the India Open, which is 
scheduled to be held behind 
closed doors in the national 
capital from May 11 to 16.

"Initially there were 
many events now just three 
Olympic qualifiers and I just 
hope that these three tour-
naments happen. The lock-
down helped me to work on 
myself and I am feeling much 

better now physically," said 
Srikanth, a quarterfinalist at 
2016 Rio Games.

"I played three close 
games in the World Tour fi-
nals. I think probably one win 
against a top player will give 
me that confidence. so I have 
three more tournaments to 
prove myself."

Srikanth is placed 20th in 
the Race to Tokyo ranking and 
holds the 14th position in eo-
rld ranking.

A finalist at the 2019 edi-
tion of India Open, Srikanth 
is "not sure about the rules 
about the rankings anymore."

"For me, it is about doing 
well in the three events. If I 
play in the three events I will 
be in the Olympics. It is not a 
very big ask," he said.

"I probably have to play a 
semifinal or a couple of quar-
terfinals. I'm actually feeling 
very good about my physical 
condition at the moment, so it 
is about going there and giv-
ing my best."

Srikanth had dominated 
the circuit in 2017, winning 
four titles with his attacking 
game.

But it seems he has lost 
some of his aggressive play 
of late.

"I was just injured and 
with that comes limitations 
but I am feeling much better 
now," he signed off.

Delhi Capitals hold edge over Punjab 
Kings as Nortje set to replace Tom Curran

I have the 
skills to bat 
in tough 
situations: 
Shahrukh 
Khan
Mumbai, Apr 17 (PTI): 
Entrusted with the task 
of finishing off matches, 
Punjab Kings batsman M 
Shahrukh Khan says he 
has the ability to adapt 
and skills to bat any-
where.

Khan made 47 off 36 
balls and helped Punjab 
cross 100 in their IPL 
match against Chennai 
Super Kings here on Fri-
day.

"My role is playing 
down the order as a fin-
isher but you don't ex-
pect to go out and blast 
in every game because 
there will be situations 
where the team bundles 
out and you need to take 
responsibility and see 
the team through," he 
said at the post-match 
press conference.

"I'm branded as a 
complete finisher. I am 
a good batsman, I was 
batting up the order for 
Tamil Nadu for a couple 
of years. So, I've been 
batting at the top order. 
I've the skill in me to bat 
and see the team through 
in tough situations.

"I think I've really 
developed my game as a 
finisher in the last couple 
of years but still, my core 
game is still with me- See 
the ball and play normal 
cricketing shots," he add-
ed.

The 25-year-old 
right-hander said it was 
a good learning curve to 
play in the presence of 
top players.

"The way they are 
having conversations 
with people around the 
team... Nicholas Pooran, 
Chris Gayle, David Malan 
and obviously KL Rahul. 
The likes of so many big 
players when they see 
you in the nets, they say 
certain things here and 
there. "It's really going to 
improve your batting and 
obviously new to IPL. A 
long way to go! Will take 
a lot of things from them, 
advice and put out there 
and use it."

The Tamil Nadu crick-
eter said coaches Wasim 
Jaffer and Andy Flower 
were helping improve his 
game and take it to the 
next level.

"New to the IPL, dif-
ferent scenario com-
pared to the domestic 
games but here I'm 
getting to learn a lot 
of things. I'm trying to 
improve my game one 
per cent every session, 
having a good time with 
Wasim Jaffer and Andy 
Flower. Really having a 
lot of conversations with 
them." Khan said the 
wicket at the Wankhede 
Stadium was a bit slower 
on Friday. Punjab lost the 
match by six wickets hav-
ing managed only 106 for 
eight after reeling at 27 
for five.

"I think it was a bit 
slower. Not like the usu-
al Wankhede, what I've 
seen through the years. 
Really stopped a lot, 
didn't expect to play in 
such a manner. But you 
know when the dew fac-
tor comes in it skids on to 
the bat really well.

"Yeah, half of the 
team inside the dressing 
but still it was you know. 
Still wanted to hang 
around for some time 
and you know assess the 
pitch a bit more so that 
slog overs would be a bit 
easier for me. 

Kane injured after scoring 2 in 
Spurs' 2-2 draw at Everton

Mumbai, Apr 17 (PTI): 
Delhi Capitals skipper 
Rishabh Pant will aim 
to display better tactical 
acumen in Catch-22 sit-
uations against a 'blow-
hot-blow-cold' Punjab 
Kings in what promises 
to be a battle of brittle 
middle-orders in an IPL 
match here on Sunday.

Both teams are com-
ing into the 'Norther Der-
by' of IPL after enduring 
defeats in their previous 
games but Delhi Capitals 
are definitely a better 
side on paper.

Pant, relatively inex-
perienced in terms of IPL 
captaincy, lost the plot 
in the last game where 
he didn't finish his best 
bowler Ravichandran 
Ashwin's quota and in-
stead used Tom Curran's 
friendly medium pacers.

As coach Ricky 
Ponting pointed out, he 
would expect a better 
"on his feet" thinking 
from the young captain.

The likely addition 
of Anrich Nortje in the 
playing XI will only bol-
ster Pant's bowling attack 
which lost its bearings 
during the last match with 
Curran's lack of pace on a 
slow track being cannon 
fodder for Chris Morris 
and David Miller.

Punjab Kings, on the 
other hand, suffered 
an inexplicable batting 
collapse against Chen-
nai Super Kings with 
Deepak Chahar's extra 
bounce and slight seam 
movement causing the 
damage. This was after a 

healthy 200 plus total in 
the opening game.

The nature of the 
Wankhede track is pos-
ing a few questions un-
der lights for top-order 
batsmen as the last two 
games have shown with 
underlying moisture aid-
ing quality fast bowling.

So KL Rahul versus 
Kagiso Rabada and Chris 
Woakes bowling to Chris 
Gayle could be as entic-
ing as Prithvi Shaw en-
countering the guile of 
Mohammed Shami and 
Shikhar Dhawan trying 
to unsettle a disciplined 
Arshdeep Singh.

Jaydev Unadkat and 
Rajasthan Royals have 
shown that despite mas-
sive improvements, there 
are still some chinks in 
Shaw's armoury and Ar-
shdeep could be used to 
expose that.

Both teams are top 
heavy in batting with DC 
dependant on Shaw, Dha-
wan and Pant for doing 
the bulk of scoring while 
the same job profile is 
held by KL Rahul, Chris 
Gayle and Deepak Hooda 
in the Punjab line-up.

Even the weakness-
es of both the teams are 
pretty similar.

If Ajinkya Rahane's 
lack of power-hitting and 
Marcus Stoinis' indiffer-
ent show is affecting the 
DC middle-order, Mayank 
Agarwal's prolonged 
bad-patch coupled with 
Nicholas Pooran's sus-
ceptibility to short balls 
over his shoulder are not 
great news for Punjab ei-

ther. The middle-orders' 
struggles in both the 
dugouts will make it an 
engrossing contest with 
DC bowlers expected 
to hold sway in Nortje's 
presence.

In case of Punjab 
Kings, save Mohammed 
Shami, the two high-
priced pacers -- Jhye 
Richardson and Riley 
Meredith -- haven't ex-
actly set the stage on fire.

Neither has Murugan 
Ashwin, a mystery spin-
ner who has done noth-
ing of note that would 
force Pant and Ponting to 
have sleepless nights.

Anil Kumble and Ra-
hul may like to think of 
Ravi Bishnoi as an option 
but they also need to factor 
in the shorter boundaries 
in Mumbai, which can dev-
astating for wrist spinners 
if their length is haywire.

Teams
Punjab Kings: KL Ra-

hul (c & wk), Mayank 
Agarwal, Chris Gayle, 
Mandeep Singh, Prab-
simran Singh, Nicholas 
Pooran (wk), Sarfaraz 
Khan, Deepak Hooda, 
Murugan Ashwin, Ravi 
Bishnoi, Harpreet Brar, 
Mohammed Shami, Ar-
shdeep Singh, Ishan 
Porel, Darshan Nalkande, 
Chris Jordan, Dawid 
Malan, Jhye Richardson, 
Shahrukh Khan, Riley 
Meredith, Moises Hen-
riques, Jalaj Saxena, Ut-
karsh Singh, Fabian Al-
len, Saurabh Kumar.

Delhi Capitals: Rish-
abh Pant (c & wk), 
Ajinkya Rahane, Shikhar 
Dhawan, Prithvi Shaw, 
Shimron Hetmyer, Marcus 
Stoinis, Chris Woakes, R 
Ashwin, Axar Patel, Amit 
Mishra, Lalit Yadav, Pravin 
Dubey, Kagiso Rabada, An-
rich Nortje, Ishant Shar-
ma, Avesh Khan, Steve 
Smith, Umesh Yadav, Ri-
pal Patel, Vishnu Vinod, 
Lukman Meriwala, M Sid-
darth, Tom Curran, Sam 
Billings.

Match Starts: 7:30 
pm. IST.

Liverpool, Apr 17 (AP): 
Harry Kane scored twice, 
including a second-half 
equalizer, before limping 
off with an ankle injury 
in Tottenham's 2-2 draw 
at Everton in the Premier 
League as both teams 
stayed on the fringe of 
the race for Champions 
League qualification.

The England cap-
tain's latest injury comes 
ahead of Tottenham play-
ing Manchester City in 
the English League Cup 
final on April 25 -- the 
only shot at a trophy this 
season for Jose Mourin-
ho's team.

Kane rolled his right 
ankle under the weight 
of a tumbling Richarlison 
at a corner in second-half 
stoppage time at Goodi-
son Park. Kane hobbled 
off after treatment, walk-
ing around the perimeter 
of the field unaided to-
ward the locker room.

"I think it's too ear-
ly to say something," 
Mourinho said immedi-
ately after the match on 
Friday.

"For him to leave the 
pitch (at) 2-2 with a cou-
ple of minutes to go is 
obviously because he felt 
something. But let me be 
optimistic and believe he 
has time to recover."

Mourinho added: "We 
all felt the same fears of 
something that stops 
him playing Wednesday 
(against Southampton 
in the league) and espe-
cially Sunday, but we will 
see."

The striker has suf-
fered with a number of 
ankle issues in recent 
years.

Earlier, Kane moved 
onto a league-high 21 
goals for the season, two 
more than Liverpool's 
Mohamed Salah, with his 
clinically taken equalizer 
in the 68th minute after a 
defensive mix-up.

Kane had given Tot-
tenham the lead in the 

27th, only for a double 
from Gylfi Sigurdsson 
the first coming from the 
penalty spot following a 
foul by Sergio Reguilon 
on James Rodriguez to 
put Everton ahead.

Sigurdsson's goals 
came in the 31st and 
62nd minutes.

Tottenham stayed 
in seventh place, and is 
now five points behind 
fourth-place West Ham 
having played one game 
more. Everton is a point 
further back in eighth.

It appeared that Feb-
ruary's nine-goal FA 
Cup thriller between 
the teams Everton won 
it 5-4 after extra time 
had used up all the fun 
for this fixture as it was 
a drab opening 25 min-
utes. Richarlison's shot, 
which Hugo Lloris saved 
comfortably, was the only 
moment that passed as 
entertainment.

But the game burst 
into life with two goals in 
four minutes.

Spurs took the lead 
with their first foray into 
Everton's box as Kane 
was clinical. Everton de-
fender Michael Keane 
could only glance on a 
cross from the left by 
Tanguy Ndombele into 
the path of Kane, who 
controlled and fired 
left-footed into the bot-

tom corner.
Mourinho's team let 

another advantage slip 
thanks to a quick re-
sponse from the hosts.

Reguilon was ad-
judged to have shoved 
Rodriguez as the Colom-
bian shaped to shoot, 
with the referee immedi-
ately pointing to the spot 
even though replays sug-
gested Rodriguez kicked 
the ground and contact 
was minimal.

Sigurdsson made no 
mistake from the spot, 
sending Lloris the wrong 
way.

Everton gained mo-
mentum from its equaliz-
er and should have gone 
in front before halftime.

A brilliant move end-
ed with Richarlison play-
ing in Rodriguez, but his 
snap-shot was saved by 
Lloris, who also kept out 
Richarlison's header be-
fore the break.

It did not take much 
for Spurs to improve 
after halftime and they 
fashioned good chances 
in the opening 15 min-
utes.

First, Son Heung-min 
ghosted into the area and 
shot straight at Jordan 
Pickford when Kane was 
begging for a pull-back 
and, after more great 
work by Kane to open up 
play, Ndombele's effort 

was deflected over the 
crossbar.

From the resulting 
corner, Toby Alderweire-
ld came close to regain-
ing Spurs' lead, but his 
header hit the near post.

But it was Everton 
which moved in front, 
cutting Spurs open by 
working the ball out to 
Seamus Coleman, who 
pulled it back to Sigurds-
son to direct a well-taken 
first-time finish into the 
far corner with his left 
foot.

However, the home 
side was the master of its 
own downfall by allow-
ing Tottenham to hit back 
just six minutes later.

Keane and Mason 
Holgate collided with 
each other when trying 
to clear a cross and the 
ball fell to the one man 
they did not want it to. 
Kane made them pay, 
lashing home in style 
from 10 meters out.

Kane almost com-
pleted his hat trick min-
utes later but a header 
clipped the outside of the 
post.

It was Everton's play-
ers who were left with 
their heads in their hands 
at the end as they squan-
dered a great chance to 
win it when Richarlison 
blazed over a virtually 
open goal.
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Four Sikhs among eight killed in mass shooting at FedEx facility in US
Washington, Apr 17 (PTI): Four Sikhs, 
including three women, were among 
eight people who were killed in a mass 
shooting at a FedEx facility in the US state 
of Indiana staffed by a large number of 
Indian-American employees, shocking the 
community leaders who appealed to Pres-
ident Joe Biden to tackle the growing hate 
crimes and gun violence in the country.

The gunman, identified as 19-year-old 
Brandon Scott Hole, a former employ-
ee. He allegedly died by suicide after 
the shooting on late Thursday night at 
the FedEx facility in Indianapolis. He 
was last employed by FedEx in 2020.

Hole was interviewed by FBI agents 
last year, after his mother called police 
to say that her son might commit sui-
cide by cop", the bureau said on Friday.

This is the worst Sikh massacre 
in the US after the Oak Creek Gurd-
wara mass shooting in Wisconsin on 
August 5, 2012, where seven mem-
bers of the community were killed.

About 90 per cent of the work-
ers at this delivery service facility 
are said to be Indian-Americans, 
mostly from the Sikh community.

"This is very heart-breaking. The 
Sikh community is devastated by this 
tragic incident," community leader 
Gurinder Singh Khalsa told PTI over the 
phone after meeting family members 
of the employees of the FedEx facility.

Late Friday night, the Marion County 

Coroner's Office and Indianapolis Met-
ropolitan Police Department (IMPD) 
released the names of the victims.

Four victims who belong to the 
Sikh community are: Amarjeet Johal 
(66), Jaswinder Kaur (64), Amarjit 
Skhon (48) and Jaswinder Singh (68). 
The first three deceased are women.

Other victims include Kar-
li Smith, Alexander Matt, Samaria 
Blackwell and John White.

Another Sikh community member, 
Harpreet Singh Gill, 45, was hit by a bul-
let near the eye and is now in hospital.

The IMPD said the coroner's office 
will determine the causes of death 
after autopsies are completed.

US President Biden and Vice Pres-
ident Kamala Harris have expressed 
condolences over the tragic killings.

Vice President Harris and I have 
been briefed by our homeland security 
team on the mass shooting at a FedEx 
facility in Indianapolis, Indiana, where 
a lone gunman murdered eight people 
and wounded several more in the dark 
of night, Biden said in a statement.

Biden issued a proclamation 
in honour of the deceased. He or-
dered that the national flag be flown 
at half-staff at the White House 
and upon all federal buildings.

Visiting Japanese Prime Minister, 
Yoshihide Suga, at the start of his bilateral 
meeting with Biden at the White House 

expressed his condolences to the victims 
and his sympathies to the families.

Innocent citizens must not be exposed 
to any such violence. Freedom, democ-
racy, human rights, and the rule of law 
are the universal values that link and are 
prevalent in the Indo-Pacific, he said.

Khalsa said community mem-
bers are in touch with the officials.

"Post 9/11, the Sikh community 
has suffered a lot. It is high time that 
strong measures be taken to bring an 
end to such mass shootings. Enough 
is enough," he said. Indiana has about 
10,000 members of the Sikh community.

Community leaders, like Khal-
sa, are engaged in philanthrop-
ic and charitable activities.

We have families in our country 
that are grieving the loss of their fam-
ily members because of gun violence. 
There is no question that this violence 
must end. And we are thinking of the 
families that lost their loved ones, Vice 
President Harris told reporters.

The shooter allegedly turned his 
weapon on himself before law enforce-
ment arrived at the scene. FedEx has 
confirmed that he was a former em-
ployee at the Indianapolis facility. No 
further information was released.

The Indian Embassy in the US has 
conveyed its heartfelt condolences to the 
families of those who lost their lives in 
the "shocking" mass shooting incident.

India's Consul General in Chi-
cago, Amit Kumar, spoke to the 
Mayor of Indianapolis Joe Hog-
sett, who assured full support.

We are closely monitoring the sit-
uation and remain ready to provide all 
possible assistance, the Indian Embassy 
said in a statement on Friday night.

Khalsa said: This should be a 
wake-up call for the entire country, in 
particular, the Sikhs and Asian Amer-
icans, against whom there has been 
a sudden spurt in hate crimes."

Not ruling out the possibility of a hate 
crime, Khalsa said community leaders 
are meeting on Saturday to discuss the 
tragic incident and the way forward.

We request the president of the 
United States that he needs to come for-
ward and be serious about hate crimes, 
especially against the Sikh community 
because they are very vulnerable due 
to their appearance and look, he said.

The president should take it seriously 
-- gun controls, automatic semi-automat-
ic guns -- they are very lethal, he said.

We are deeply saddened by this latest 
killing in Indianapolis. It is very trou-
bling to hear random mass shootings 
taking place in America almost every 
week. This kind of senseless killing and 
gun violence needs to stop, Rajwant 
Singh, chairman of the Sikh Council 
on Religion and Education, told PTI.

I am heartbroken to confirm that my 

naniji (maternal grandmother), Amarjeet 
Kaur Johal, is among those killed in the 
senseless shooting at the FedEx facility 
in Indianapolis, said Komal Chohan.

We are still working to identify 
others who were injured and killed on 
Thursday night. I have several family 
members who work at the particular 
facility and are traumatised. My nani, 
my family, and our families should 
not feel unsafe at work, at their place 
of worship, or anywhere, she said.

Although Sikhs began settling in In-
diana more than 50 years ago, the first 
gurdwara was established in 1999. In 
the last two decades, the Sikh population 
around Indianapolis has experienced 
significant growth; today, there are 10 
gurdwaras across the state and an esti-
mated 8,000 to 10,000 Sikh Americans 
who have made Indiana their home.

I am deeply shocked and saddened 
by the loss of eight FedEx employees 
following the tragic shooting at FedEx 
Ground facility in Indianapolis. This 
FedEx facility was staffed by a large 
number of Asian Indian Sikh employ-
ees. I am saddened to know that at least 
four of those killed are members of 
the Indianapolis Sikh community, said 
Democratic leader Ajay Jain Bhutoria.

Meanwhile, the AAPI Victory Al-
liance has demanded an immediate 
investigation into whether or not 
these shootings were racially biased.

From Russia to Britain, Philip’s 
royal ties spanned EuropeFuneral to praise Philip’s 

‘courage’ and support for queen
Iran names 
suspect in 
Natanz attack, 
says he fled 
country
TEHRAN, Iran (AP): Iran 
named a suspect Satur-
day in the attack on its 
Natanz nuclear facility 
that damaged centrifug-
es there, saying he had 
fled the country before 
the sabotage happened.

While the extent of 
the damage from the 
April 11 sabotage re-
mains unclear, it comes 
as Iran tries to negoti-
ate with world powers 
over allowing the U.S. 
to re-enter its tattered 
nuclear deal with world 
powers and lift the eco-
nomic sanctions it faces.

Already, Iran has be-
gun enriching uranium 
up to 60% purity in re-
sponse — three times 
higher than ever before, 
though in small quanti-
ties. The sabotage and 
Iran’s response to it also 
have further inflamed 
tensions across the Mid-
east, where a shadow 
war between Tehran 
and Israel, the prime 
suspect in the sabotage, 
still rages.

State television 
named the suspect 
as 43-year-old Reza 
Karimi. It showed a pass-
port-style photograph 
of a man it identified as 
Karimi, saying he was 
born in the nearby city of 
Kashan, Iran.

The report did not 
elaborate how Karimi 
would have gotten access 
to one of the most secure 
facilities in the Islamic 
Republic.

The report also aired 
what appeared to be an 
Interpol “red notice” 
seeking his arrest. The 
arrest notice was not im-
mediately accessible on 
Interpol’s public-facing 
database. Interpol, based 
in Lyon, France, did not 
immediately respond to 
a request for comment.

The TV report said 
“necessary actions” 
are underway to bring 
Karimi back to Iran 
through legal channels, 
without elaborating. The 
supposed Interpol “red 
notice” listed his trav-
el history as including 
Spain, the United Arab 
Emirates, Kenya, Ethio-
pia, Qatar, Turkey, Ugan-
da, Romania and another 
country that was illegible 
in the broadcast.  

TATOI, Greece (AP): Prince Philip’s 
life spanned a century of European his-
tory. His family ties were just as broad, 
with Britain’s longest-serving consort 
linked by blood and marriage to most 
of the continent’s royal houses.

“If Queen Victoria is considered the 
grandmother of Europe, Prince Phil-
ip is the uncle of Europe,” said Vassilis 
Koutsavlis, president of the Tatoi Royal 
Estate Friends Association.

It’s in that densely wooded estate at 
the foot of a mountain north of Athens 
that Philip’s father, Prince Andrew of 
Greece and Denmark, lies buried. The 
Tatoi estate housed the royal summer 
residence and the royal cemetery, dot-
ted with the tombs of Philip’s relatives: 
kings and queens of Greece, princes and 
princesses of Denmark, grand duchess-
es of Russia and even a distant relative 
of Napoleon Bonaparte.

“At that time, it was very common 
to marry others in royal families. And 
(Denmark’s King) Christian IX was very 
good at it,” royalty expert Lars Hovbak-
ke Soerensen said. “He was instrumen-
tal in getting his children married into 
other royal houses in Europe.”

Christian also sent one of his sons 
to become the monarch of Greece. The 
relatively new state had won its inde-
pendence a few decades earlier from 
the Ottoman Empire, with the help of 
the Great Powers at the time: Britain, 
France and Russia.

Philip’s grandfather was just 17 
years old in 1863 when the Greek Na-
tional Assembly elected him king, be-
coming George I to take the place of 
the equally foreign-born but unpopular 
King Otto, who had been deposed.

George I married Olga Constantino-

va of Russia, a member of the Romanov 
dynasty, and together they had eight 
children, of which Andrew, Philip’s fa-
ther, was the seventh. Apart from one 
child who died in infancy, all of George 
and Olga’s offspring went on to marry 
European royals or nobles. For Andrew, 
that was Princess Alice, a great-grand-
daughter of Britain’s Queen Victoria.

“What was then important was that 
the royal houses needed blue blood in 
their veins,” Hovbakke Soerensen said.

Like the Danish king, Victoria was a 
well-known matchmaker, marrying her 
children into European monarchies. 
Several of her descendants still reign in 
Europe. As a descendent of Christian IX 
and Victoria, Philip’s blood ties extend 
far into European royal families.

Current monarchs Queen Mar-
grethe II of Denmark and King Harald 
V of Norway, as well as Spain’s King Fe-
lipe VI, are all also descendants of both 
Victoria and Christian.

Felipe’s Greek-by-birth mother, 
Queen Emeritus Sophia, was a second 
niece to Philip. The uncle of Queen Eliz-
abeth’s late husband was King Constan-
tine I of Greece — Sophia’s grandfather.

Sophia is the wife of Juan Carlos I, 
who was Spain’s king between 1975 
and 2014 and also a distant relative of 
Queen Victoria. In their telegram of con-
dolences to Queen Elizabeth last week, 
Felipe and his wife Letizia of Spain 
started with an affectionate: “Dear 
Aunt Lillibet.” “We are deeply saddened 
to hear about the passing away of our 
dear uncle Philip,” it continued.

In addition to being Philip’s second 
nephew, the brother of Sophia is Con-
stantine, who was deposed as Greece’s 
king in the 1970s.  

WINDSOR, England (AP): 
Prince Philip will be re-
membered as a man of 
“courage, fortitude and 
faith” on Saturday, at a 
funeral that salutes both 
his service in the Royal 
Navy and his support for 
Queen Elizabeth II over 
three quarters of a centu-
ry. Philip, who died April 
9 at the age of 99 after 
73 years of marriage, will 
be laid to rest in the Roy-
al Vault at Windsor Cas-
tle after a funeral service 
steeped in military and 
royal tradition — but also 
pared down and infused 
with his own personality.

Coronavirus restric-
tions mean that instead 
of the 800 mourners in-
cluded in the longstand-
ing plans for his funeral, 
there will be only 30 
inside the castle’s St. 
George’s Chapel, includ-
ing the widowed queen, 
her four children and her 
eight grandchildren.

Under spring sun-
shine, some local resi-
dents stopped outside 
the castle to leave flow-
ers on Saturday morning, 
but people largely heed-
ed requests by police and 
the palace not to gather 
because of the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

The entire proces-
sion and funeral will take 
place out of public view 
within the grounds of 
the castle, a 950-year-old 
royal residence 20 miles 
(about 30 kilometers) 
west of London. It will be 
shown live on television.

Ahead of the funer-
al, Buckingham Palace 
released a photo of the 
queen and Philip, smiling 
and relaxing on blankets 
in the grass in the Scot-
tish Highlands in 2003. 
The palace said the casu-
al, unposed photo was a 
favorite of the queen.

At 11 a.m., Philip’s 
coffin was moved from 
the royal family’s pri-
vate chapel to the cas-
tle’s Inner Hall, where it 
was due to rest until the 
funeral procession. The 
coffin was draped in Phil-
ip’s personal standard, 
and topped with his Roy-
al Navy cap and sword 
and a wreath of flowers.

The funeral will re-
flect Philip’s military 
ties, both as a ceremoni-
al commander of many 

units and as a veteran of 
war. More than 700 mil-
itary personnel are set to 
take part, including army 
bands, Royal Marine bu-
glers and an honor guard 
drawn from across the 
armed forces.

Philip was deeply 
involved in the funeral 
planning, and aspects of 
it reflect his personality, 
including his love of the 
rugged Land Rover. Philip 
drove several versions of 
the four-wheel drive ve-
hicle for decades until he 
was forced to give up his 
license at 97 after a crash. 
His body will be carried to 
the chapel on a modified 
Land Rover Defender that 
he designed himself.

The children of Philip 
and the queen — Prince 
Charles, Princess Anne, 
Prince Andrew and 
Prince Edward — will 
walk behind the hearse, 
while the 94-year-old 
queen will travel to the 
chapel in a Bentley car.

Grandsons Prince 
William and Prince Har-
ry will also walk behind 
the coffin, although not 
side by side. The broth-
ers, whose relationship 
has been strained amid 
Harry’s decision to quit 
royal duties and move to 
California, will flank their 
cousin Peter Phillips, the 
son of Princess Anne.

The moment is likely 
to stir memories of the 
image of William and 
Harry at 15 and 12, walk-
ing behind their mother 
Princess Diana’s coffin 
in 1997, accompanied by 
their grandfather Philip.

Armed forces bands 
will play hymns and clas-
sical music before the 
funeral service, which 

will also be preceded by 
a nationwide minute of 
silence. Inside the Goth-
ic chapel, the setting for 
centuries of royal wed-
dings and funerals, the 
service will be simple 
and somber. There will 
be no sermon, at Philip’s 
request, and no family 
eulogies or readings, in 
keeping with royal tradi-
tion. But Dean of Wind-
sor David Conner will 
say the country has been 
enriched by Philip’s “un-
wavering loyalty to our 
queen, by his service to 
the nation and the Com-
monwealth, by his cour-
age, fortitude and faith.”

Philip spent almost 
14 years in the Royal 
Navy and saw action in 
the Mediterranean, In-
dian Ocean and Pacific 
during World War II. 
Several elements of his 
funeral have a maritime 
theme, including the 
hymn “Eternal Father, 
Strong to Save,” which is 
associated with seafarers 
and asks God: “O hear us 
when we cry to thee/For 
those in peril on the sea.”

As Philip’s coffin is 
lowered into the Royal 
Vault, Royal Marine bu-
glers will sound “Action 
Stations,” an alarm that 
alerts sailors to prepare 
for battle — a personal 
request from Philip.

Former Bishop of 
London Richard Char-
tres, who knew Philip 
well, said the prince was 
a man of faith, but liked 
things kept succinct.

“He was at home 
with broad church, high 
church and low church, 
but what he really liked 
was short church,” 
Chartres told the BBC. 

“I always remember 
preaching on occasions 
which he was principal 
actor that the instruc-
tion would always come 
down: ‘No more than 
four minutes.’”

Along with Philip’s 
children and grandchil-
dren, the 30 funeral 
guests include other se-
nior royals and several 
of his German relatives. 
Philip was born a prince 
of Greece and Denmark 
and, like the queen, is re-
lated to a thicket of Euro-
pean royal families.

Mourners have been 
instructed to wear masks 
and observe social dis-
tancing inside the chapel, 
and not to join in when a 
four-person choir sings 
hymns. The queen, who 
has spent much of the 
past year isolating with 
her husband at Windsor 
Castle, will sit alone.

For decades, Philip 
was a fixture of British 
life, renowned for his 
founding of the Duke 
of Edinburgh’s Awards 
youth program and for 
a blunt-spoken manner 
that at times included 
downright offensive re-
marks. He lived in his 
wife’s shadow, but his 
death has sparked a re-
flection about his role, 
and new appreciation 
from many in Britain.

“He was a character, 
an absolute character,” 
said Jenny Jeeves as she 
looked at the floral tributes 
in Windsor. “He was fun, 
he was funny. Yes, he made 
quite a few gaffes, but it de-
pends which way you took 
it really. Just a wonderful 
husband, father, and grand-
father, and a good exam-
ple to all of us, really.”
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RED CARPET QUEEN! Singer Carrie Underwood stunned 
at the 2021 Latin American Music Awards in Florida.
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Aries:
“Nature doesn't hurry, yet everything is accom-
plished.” A Lao Tzu quote to reflect upon as you 
sip on your morning tonic. Yes, there are certain 
dreams that have been on hold for a while now. 
Yes, you have faced rejection despite your best 
efforts to move forward. What the Universe wants 
you to know is that you are enough and that 
dreams matter. Take this redirection in your stride 
and know that your patience will pay off in more 
ways than one.
Tip: Show up for your dreams and be patient with 
the results.
Taurus:
Both the past and the future are an illusion, Tau-
rus. The only thing we truly have is this moment. 
So, why hold onto the bygones? Why continuously 
repeat the story that things do not work out? It's 
time to work the pain out of your system and to 
hit the refresh button. Trust that what's about to 
come your way is better than anything you've ever 
imagined.
Tip: It's time to hit the refresh button.
Gemini:
The weekend is going to be anything but easy. 
There are times you may feel like you're walking 

through the fires of hell. Instead of going into that 
space of victimhood, ask yourself the question, 
“What is the Universe showing me?” Staying in 
your centre will help you see the truth, Gemini. If 
you're looking for a sign to let go, consider this 
as one. Know that what's coming your way is far 
greater than what you're saying goodbye to. 
Tip: If you're looking for a sign to let go, consider 
this as one.
Cancer:
Just when you were beginning to get comfortable 
with where you are, the winds of change began to 
blow in your direction once again. But, this doesn't 
have to be a bad thing, Cancer. Instead of resisting 
what the Universe is sending your way, consider 
it as an opportunity to level up. Yes, that means 
pushing your boundaries just a little and accepting 
that magic that lies outside of your comfort zone.
Tip: Push your boundaries a little.
Leo:
Being locked down once again isn't easy, especial-
ly since you were beginning to get comfortable with 
the freedom to move around. The good thing is, 
you are in your safe space and with the people you 
love. So set some time aside to connect with your 
tribe in a conscious manner. Choose activities that 

awaken a sense of joy and playfulness. Trust that 
this is the secret to chasing away the dark clouds 
that surround you right now.
Tip: You are in your safe space and with the people 
you love.
Virgo:
Virgo, you may find that you're at loggerheads with 
somebody. That no matter how much you try you're 
unable to find a middle ground. But it doesn't have 
to continue to be like that. You can restore balance 
by being the bigger person here. It all comes down 
to the choices you will make. PS: we do hope that 
you choose to keep your ego out of this equation.
Tip: It's best to leave your ego outside the door.
Libra:
We all have certain goals that we want to achieve 
in the course of our lives. Some of us are able to 
achieve these goals in a short duration. For others, 
this may take a lifetime. Instead of comparing your 
journey to that of somebody else's, accept where 
you are and accept what you are being led to-
wards. As you do, celebrate the small victories too, 
and all of your defining moments. Libra, you are far 
more successful than you give yourself credit for.
Tip: Accept where you are and where you are be-
ing led towards.

Scorpio:
Here's the thing, Scorpio: we all have an idea of 
how we want the people in our lives to be. And 
these expectations keep us from accepting them 
as they are. Just for today, consider letting go of 
the burden of your expectations. Release the 
judgements and allow others to be as they are in 
each moment. Trust that this inner shift will help 
you bring about a massive shift in your outer reality 
too.
Tip: Allow people to be who they are.
Sagittarius:
There was a time you obsessively worried about 
the future and what it might bring. There was 
a time when you fixated on the past in the hope 
that you might be able to fix things. But today, you 
understand that both the past and the future are 
an illusion, and that the only thing you truly have is 
this moment. So, let it go. Let it all go. Your unhealthy 
attachments and your unrealistic expectations. Think-
ing of yourself as a blank slate will help you turn your 
script around.
Tip: All you truly have is this moment.
Capricorn:
Here's the thing, Capricorn: we will always have a 
reason to say “I am the way that I am or I do what I do 

because…” and blame our past for the reason things 
didn't work out. Challenge yourself to snap out of the 
victim space. To turn life's metaphorical lemons into 
lemonade. Clearing your browser history (in a healthy 
manner) will prove to be the secret to turning your life 
around.
Tip: Take charge of your script.
Aquarius:
You've been around this block, Aquarius, where 
you've been lied to and cheated on. Do you really 
want to be taken advantage of yet again? Take your 
rose-tinted glasses off and see this situation for what 
it is. The truth will piss you off, but it will also ultimately 
set you free.
Tip: Recognise this situation for what it is.
Pisces:
It's time for a vibe check, Pisces: how do you feel 
about the given situation? Have you been giving your-
self grief about how you couldn't be there for a certain 
person? What the cards want you to remember is 
that you did what you thought was best, and that is 
enough. You can't go back into the past and fix things. 
So, breathe. Free yourself from the baggage and 
come back to the present moment. “What can I do 
today?” is the only question you want to ask yourself.
Tip: Forgive yourself from the past.

Celebrities make a stand for 
COVID vaccines on TV special

First concert in over a year 
to be held in Huntington

Jeffree Star hospitalized 
after Wyoming car crash

Jimmy Kimmel, 
YouTube’s Mark Rober 
to host autism benefit

Keith Urban, Mickey Guyton have chemistry as ACM hosts
NASHVILLE, Tennessee (AP): The 
2021 Academy of Country Music 
Awards will host a very special crowd 
who will finally get to see live music 
performances again.

A small group of vaccinated 
medical workers will be in the au-
dience for this year’s show, airing 
on Sunday on CBS from multiple 
venues in Nashville, Tennessee. For 
hosts Keith Urban and Mickey Guy-
ton, there’s no one more deserving 
of a special seat in the house than 
the healthcare heroes during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“My sister is a nurse and she 
worked with COVID patients,” said 
Guyton. “And so I’ve heard firsthand 
a lot of what she’s had to go through. 
And it’s just really cool to be able to 
perform for them because they have 
been our army for the last year.”

“There’s also something very 
calming, knowing that the audience 
is full of doctors and nurses,” said 
Urban.

When asked if the medical work-
ers could turn the ACM set into a pop-
up vaccination clinic, the two joked 
that it might be a good idea.

“I’ve got mine,” Urban said, re-
ferring to his COVID-19 vaccina-
tion. Guyton said she got her first 
vaccine dose.

“Maybe I’ll be like, ‘Just give me a 

little Moderna right there,’” she said, 
patting her arm.

Even though this is their first year 
co-hosting together, Guyton and Ur-
ban have good chemistry. Their col-

laborative performance on last year’s 
ACM Awards show in September, 
where they sang Guyton’s “Black Like 
Me,” got the attention of the show’s 
organizers.

In the days leading up to the show, 
the pair joked about coordinating 

their awards show fashion themes.
“We’re really trying to give Diana 

Ross vibes,” said Guyton. “There’s 
feathers. There’s colors. There’s 
shine.”

“Does that make me the Su-
premes?” Urban responded.

“I can get you some lace-front 
wigs and then you’re a part of it,” Guy-
ton said. “I like it,” Urban added.

Guyton has achieved a number 
of firsts in the last year, becom-

ing the first Black solo woman to 
be nominated for a Grammy in the 
country category for “Black Like 
Me” and the first Black woman to 
host the ACM Awards.

“Yes, I’m a trailblazer, but I’m also 
a door opener and I will hold that 
door open for other artists like 
me or not like me,” she said. “I’m 
grateful and I take this responsibil-
ity very seriously.”

Leading nominees include Mar-
en Morris, Chris Stapleton and Luke 
Combs; the latter two are vying for 
entertainer of the year alongside 
Eric Church, Luke Bryan and Thomas 
Rhett, who won the honor in a tie last 
year with Carrie Underwood.

Some artists are already winners 
in pre-announced categories. Jimmie 
Allen was voted new male artist of 
the year and Gabby Barrett, who has 
dominated both the pop and country 
charts with “I Hope,” was awarded 
new female artist of the year. Kane 
Brown won video of the year for his 
song “Worldwide Beautiful,” and 
Carly Pearce and Lee Brice won mu-
sic event of the year for their duet “I 
Hope You’re Happy Now.”

Performers include Miranda Lam-
bert with Elle King, Kenny Chesney, 
Alan Jackson, Blake Shelton, Morris 
with her husband Ryan Hurd and Un-
derwood with CeCe Winans.

LOS ANGELES (AP): Presi-
dent Joe Biden, former Presi-
dent Barack Obama and a slew 
of celebrities including Billy 
Crystal, Jennifer Hudson and 
Lin-Manuel Miranda are part 
of a special aimed at boosting 
COVID-19 vaccination rates.

“Roll Up Your Sleeves,” 
airing at 7 p.m. EDT Sunday 
on NBC, will feature Matthew 
McConaughey interviewing 
Dr. Anthony Fauci to help sep-
arate “fact from fiction” about 
the vaccines, the network said.

Biden will make a direct 
appeal in support of the effort, 
while Obama will be joined by 
basketball greats Charles Bar-
kley and Shaquille O’Neal to 
reinforce the role of vaccines 
in allowing Americans to get 

their lives back on track. For-
mer first lady Michelle Obama 
will team with Miranda, Faith 
Hill and Jennifer Lopez in sup-
port of shots during the hour-
long special hosted by spous-
es Russell Wilson, the NFL 
quarterback, and actor-singer 
Ciara. Other announced high-
lights include comedy from 
Billy Crystal and Wanda Sykes 
and appearances by TV doc-
tors Eric Dane, Ryan Eggold, 
Ellen Pompeo, Jane Seymour 
and Ken Jeong, who’s also a 
real M.D. Also set to appear 
are Sterling K. Brown, Lana 
Condor, Jennifer Hudson, 
Dale Jarrett, Joe Jonas, Eva 
Longoria, Demi Lovato, Joel 
McHale, Kumail Nanjiani and 
Amanda Seyfried.

HUNTINGTON, W.Va. (AP): 
Live music will return to 
Huntington for the first time 
in over a year on Friday for 
a concert that will mark the 
city’s 150th anniversary. The 
Herald-Dispatch reports that 
doors will open at John C. Ed-
wards Stadium an hour be-
fore the performance begins 
at 7:30 p.m.

It will be the first ma-
jor musical event held by 
the Marshall Artists Series 
since the beginning of the 

pandemic. Angela Jones, a 
spokesperson for the series, 
told the Herald-Dispatch the 
“Mountain Stage” concert 
will feature local indie-rock 
band Ona.

“It’s been a while for peo-
ple, and to be able to do some-
thing in the Joan C. Edwards 
Stadium is super exciting for 
us because it’s a new venue 
for us to do any kind of en-
tertainment,” Jones told the 
paper. Seating will be socially 
distanced and tickets are $60.

LOS ANGELES (AP): Jimmy 
Kimmel and YouTube per-
sonality and engineer Mark 
Rober will host an online 
fundraiser to benefit those 
with autism.

The three-hour event, 
“Color The Spectrum: A 
Livestream To Support The 
Autism Community,” will be 
held April 30 (8 p.m. EDT) on 
Rober’s YouTube channel.

Maya Rudolph, Adam 
Sandler, Chris Rock and Mark 
Hamill are among the celeb-
rities set to take part, accord-
ing to an announcement Fri-
day by Rober, who has a son 
on the autism spectrum, and 
ABC late-night host Kimmel.

Kimmel and his staff are 
producing the special along 
with comedian-writer Robert 
Smigel, the voice behind Tri-
umph the Insult Comic Dog, 
and his wife, Michelle Smigel. 
Their son’s autism brought 
home the unmet needs of 
those with the disorder.

The Smigels’ “Night of 
Too Many Stars” biannual 
TV benefit, topped by Jon 
Stewart, helps support NEXT 
for Autism, a nonprofit that 
works with medical centers 
and other institutions to de-
velop innovative programs 

for people with autism. The 
couple’s biannual live event, 
which was sidelined by the 
pandemic, inspired former 
NASA engineer Rober to create 
a version adding YouTube cre-
ators to the traditional mix of 
comedians and actors, accord-
ing to the announcement.

“It’s been a year since we 
had to cancel our ‘Night of 
Too Many Stars’ benefit, and 
many of the programs and 
schools we support are hurt-
ing greatly,” Robert Smigel 
said in a statement. “So we’re 
beyond grateful to Mark and 
Jimmy for making this hap-
pen for NEXT for Autism.”

As part of the announce-
ment, Rober posted a lov-
ing introduction to his son, 
whom he said he’s protec-
tively kept out of the inter-
net’s eye. He cited the impor-
tance of the cause in doing so.

The YouTube event will 
include musical performanc-
es, comedy skits, and “sci-
ence stunts,” a release said, 
with viewers able to connect 
with the host and guest stars, 
including Stewart, Andy Sam-
berg, Sarah Silverman, Conan 
O’Brien, Jack Black, John Oli-
ver and YouTube personality 
Marques Brownlee.

CASPER, Wyo. (AP): You-
Tube personality, business-
man and musician Jeffree 
Star was hospitalized after a 
car crash in Wyoming.

Star veered off a slushy 
road in the Casper area Fri-
day morning and overturned 
his Rolls Royce, according to 
the Wyoming Highway Pa-
trol. A friend, Daniel Lucas, 
also was in the car. Both were 
taken to Wyoming Medical 
Center in Casper with undis-
closed injuries.

Star is best known for his 

cosmetics business. He has 
been splitting time between 
California and his small 
ranch near Casper since De-
cember, the Casper Star-Tri-
bune reported. Since moving 
to Wyoming, Star has said he 
plans to employ locals at a 
warehouse for his company, 
Jeffree Star Cosmetics.

He has drawn attention 
for using racist language and 
more recently has posed with 
a Confederate flag and pro-
moted self-harm, prompting 
him to apologize.


