
Vol 03 | Issue 284 | Gangtok | Monday | 05 November 2018 Pages 8 | ` 5RNI No. SIKENG/2016/69420

Speaker underlines 
signifi cance of Namchi 

Mahotsav to culture and 
tourism promotion

pg03

Interact organizes leadership 
training seminar

pg03

MUAY THAI MARTIAL 
ARTISTS COMPLETE 
PREPARATION CAMP 

FOR NATIONAL C’SHIP
pg02

Kids-to-Pitch brings Minister to Paljor Stadium
REBYNA RANA
G , 04 N .

Sports & Youth Affairs 
Minister, RB Subba, to-

day visited Paljor Stadium 
in the morning when the 
“Kids to Pitch” initiative was 
underway there. Kids to 
Pitch opens Paljor Stadium 
exclusively to kids from 7 to 
9 every Sunday morning.

Minister Subba was wel-
comed by initiative chief co-
ordinator Thupden Rapgyal 
and other members. 

He took a tour of the 

ground where the kids 
were playing and learning 
about football. He also in-
teracted with the kids at 
the pitch and delivered a 
short motivational talk.

Speaking to me-
dia-persons later, the 
Minister expressed his 
happiness over the initia-
tive taken by the group of 
like-minded persons to 
engage the kids every Sun-
day in sporting activities. 

“I feel that they are cre-
ating the future citizens of 

Sikkim and India, I wish 
them all the best,” he said.

Minister Subba said 
he has already informed 
the Chief Minister about 
the initiative. 

“I feel we should 
create some funds un-
der SYA Department for 
these youngsters so they 
are encouraged,” he said. 

“Sport teaches disci-
pline and it will help to 
create a disciplined soci-
ety of the 21st century,” 
he said.

Knife attack reported 
in Mangan, accused 

absconding
WANGCHUK BHUTIA
M , 04 N : 

Pushpa Kr Subba, a res-
ident of Chyan Dara, 

Singhik, North Sikkim, 
was attacked last night at 
around 9.30pm, allegedly 
by Tashi Lepcha of Ling-
dem, Dzongu.

The victim suffered 
stab wounds on his neck, 
head and back when he 
was attacked at Old Pet-
rol Pump Road, Mangan 
Bazaar.

The victim’s state-
ment was taken at the 
District Hospital and 
he identified Tashi 
Lepcha as his assail-

ant. The accused [see 
accompanying foto] is 
absconding and lookout 
notices have been post-
ed for his arrest.

The victim, mean-
while, has been referred 
to Gangtok for further 
treatment.

Petrol price cut 
by 21 paise; 
total reduction 
reaches Rs 4.05 
in 18 days
N  D , N  4 (PTI): 
Petrol price has been cut 
by over Rs 4 per litre and 
diesel by Rs 2.33 in the 
last 18 days on softer in-
ternational rates, a pace 
faster than the spike in 
prices witnessed in the 
two-month period begin-
ning mid-August.

Petrol price Sunday 
was cut by 21 paise a litre 
and diesel by 17 paise, 
according to a price no-
ti ication issued by state-
owned fuel retailers.

In Delhi, petrol now 
costs Rs 78.78 per litre 
while diesel is priced at 
Rs 73.36, it said.

Petrol in Mumbai 
costs Rs 82.28 and diesel 
Rs 76.88.

With this, the reduc-
tion in rates in last 18 
days now totals Rs 4.05 
per litre for petrol and Rs 
2.33 for diesel.

Rates have been on the 
decline since October 18.

Petrol price had 
touched a record high of 
Rs 84 per litre in Delhi 
and Rs 91.34 in Mumbai 
on October 4. Diesel on 
that day had peaked to Rs 
75.45 a litre in Delhi and 
Rs 80.10 in Mumbai.

Prices had started to 
climb from August 16.

Petrol in Delhi was 
priced at Rs 77.14 and in 
Mumbai at Rs 84.58 per 
litre on August 15. Diesel 
on that day was priced at 
Rs 68.72 per litre in Delhi 
and Rs 72.96 in Mumbai.

Between August 16 
and October 4, petrol 
price was hiked by Rs 
6.86 per litre and diesel 
by Rs 6.73.

On that day, the gov-
ernment decided to cut 
excise duty on petrol and 
diesel by Rs 1.50 per litre 
each and asked state-
owned fuel retailers to 
subsidise the price by 
another Re 1 a litre by re-
ducing their margins.

Subsequent to this, 
the petrol price came 
down to Rs 81.50 per li-
tre in Delhi and diesel to 
Rs 72.95 a litre on Octo-
ber 5. In Mumbai, rates 
fell to Rs 86.97 per litre 
for petrol and Rs 77.45 in 
case of diesel.

As the international 
oil prices continued to 
rise, price of petrol and 
diesel in Delhi increased 
to Rs 82.83 and Rs 75.69 
on October 17. In Mum-
bai, rates touched Rs 
88.29 a litre for petrol 
and Rs 79.35 for diesel.

But since then, inter-
national oil prices have 
been falling and rupee has 
also appreciated, resulting 
in decline in retail rates.

Industry sources said 
as per the assessment, 
the retail prices of pet-
rol and diesel may reign 
easy in the next few days.

The retail selling 
price of petrol and die-
sel is dependent on the 
international prices of 
benchmark fuel and 
the rupee-US dollar ex-
change rate.  

Passenger train arrives in 
Eastern Nepal from India

Governor arrives on 3-day tour of North Sikkim
M , 04 N  (IPR): 
Governor Ganga Prasad 
is on a three-day tour of 
North Sikkim.

His irst stop of the 
day was at Eklavya Mod-
el Residential School at 
Swayem where he was 
received by the Deputy 
Speaker Sonam Gyatso 
Lepcha and the students, 
teachers and of icials of 
the district. 

District Collector, 
North, Karma R Bonpo, 
formally welcomed the 
Governor and briefed him 
on the academic perfor-
mance and achievements 
of EMRS while the Princi-
pal, DB Mishra, present-
ed the school report and 
placed the requirements 

on behalf of the school.  
The Governor, in his 

address, said that EMRS 
being a model educa-
tional institute under the 
Ministry of Tribal Affairs 
has a special contribu-
tion to make towards the 
development of a strong 
human resource base for 
the society. 

He said that educa-
tion was the only instru-
ment that can alleviate 
humanity of the many 
problems it faces. 

He said that Sikkim 
is soon turning into a 
100% literate State and 
applauded the State gov-
ernment for its efforts. 

The Governor pre-
sented to the school with 

a cheque of Rs 25,000 
from the Governors 
Fund and sweets to the 
children as a token of 
love. He also announced 
to provide a vehicle to 
EMRS as requested by 

the Principal earlier.
The Governor then 

proceeded to Hee-
Gyathang in Dzongu 
sub-division where an 
interactive session was 
held with the public, 

panchayats and students 
at the school auditorium. 

The Panchayats of 
Dzongu put forward a 
demand for better roads 
and requested the Gover-
nor to take forward their 

demands with the con-
cerned central agencies.  

While stating that 
their region was natu-
ral calamity prone, the 
Panchayats also placed a 
demand for helipads to 
cater to the remotest vil-
lages of the region. 

The Panchayats of 
Upper Dzongu also aired 
grievances related to the 
loss of connectivity due to 
the landslide at Mantam. 

The Governor gave 
a patient hearing to the 
people and assured to 
take up issues raised by 
them for early resolu-
tion. He also distributed 
Diwali sweets among the 
school students.

While addressing 

the public at Dzongu, 
the Governor expressed 
happiness over having 
reached out to the people 
of this remote corner of 
the state. 

He also shared that 
focus should now be on 
the development of vil-
lage tourism and con-
verging it with organic 
farming. The bene its of 
development should low 
to the Gram Panchayats 
as the development of 
villages was very import-
ant to the overall devel-
opment of the state. 

He also pointed out 
that recently the central 
government commis-
sioned the Statue of
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SHIRISH B PRADHAN
K , N  4 
(PTI): Thousands of 
people in Nepal Sunday 
greeted the arrival of the 
irst passenger train from 

India to the country’s 
Eastern industrial town of 
Biratnagar as part of a test 
run for the 18.1-kilometre 
proposed cross-border 
railway line.

The train, having 
both Indian and Nepal-
ese flags fluttering, ar-
rived from Bathnaha in 
Bihar to Katahari in Ne-
pal’s Morang district.

Thousands of people on 
the Nepalese side greeted 
the train, of icials said.

The test run was con-
ducted with engineers 
from Indian Railways and 
of icials from the manu-
facturing company were 
onboard, they said.

Of the 18.1-kilometre 
railway track, 13.1-ki-
lometre falls in Nepal. 
This line stretches from 
Budhnagar to Katahari.

The estimated cost of 
the project is around Rs 
4.48 billion, which will be 
provided by India under 
its economic cooperation.

Although Nepal and 
India had planned to com-
plete the project within 
two years, it got delayed 
due to various problems, 
including a dispute over 
land compensation.

Regular service of the 
passenger train, to run 

on broad gauge, is likely 
to run from December.

The train will run 
from Jayanagar in Bihar 
to Kurtha in Dhanusa 
district in Janakpur Zone 
of south-eastern Nepal, 
which is a 34 km stretch.

An immigration 
check-post is likely to be 
established at Jayanagar 
station manned by either 
the Bureau of Immigra-
tion or the state govern-
ment. No visa will be 
required for Indian and 
Nepalese nationals cross-
ing the border through 
this stretch, a source said.

The Nepalese author-
ities have informed the 
railways that the section 
will be opened with four 
trips and will ply in eight 
to 16 hour shifts.

While the irst train is 
to be a passenger train, the 
Nepalese have stated that 
they want to run both pas-
senger and freight trains 
on this section.

Nepal will take roll-
ing stock rakes, coaches 
and others on lease from 
India for the purpose, an-
other source said.

The Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs have had 
several inter-ministerial 
meetings with the rail-
ways, government of Ne-
pal and other stakehold-
ers on this. More meet-
ings to inalise logistics 
are likely to take place.
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Roll Heads win SSACS Multi-Media Campaign
G , 04 N  (IPR):   
Roll Heads, a rock band 
from South Sikkim, has 
won the Multi Media 
Campaign 2018-19 con-
ducted by Sikkim AIDS 
Control Society and sup-
ported by Recovering Us-
ers Network.

The inale of the 
event was held yesterday 
at the auditorium hall of 
Nar Bahadur Bhandari 
Degree College here at 
Tadong. While the irst 
position carried a cash 
prize of Rs 70,000, the 
second prize of Rs 50,000 
was bagged by The Rains 
[East Sikkim] and the 
third prize was bagged 
by Guns From Country-
side [West Sikkim].

The Multi Media 
Campaign is a campaign 
envisaged by National 
AIDS Control Organiza-
tion and implemented in 
all the North East States 

since 2010-11. The main 
objective of the campaign 
is to spread awareness 
on HIV/ AIDS, substance 
abuse, encourage volun-
tary testing and practice 
safe sexual behaviour, to 
love & care for people 
living with HIV and AIDS 
and also to break the 

myths & misconceptions 
related to HIV through 
music, art and sports.

The inal event was 
chaired by MLA Shyam 
Pradhan accompanied by 
Aashis Rai (GMC Chair-
person), Sandhya Prasad 
(Councillor GMC), Vishal 
Chauhan (Commissioner 

cum Secretary , Health),  
Dr. Uttam Pradhan (Prin-
cipal Director, Health), 
of icials of the depart-
ment, NGO representa-
tives  and students from 
in and around Gangtok.

While addressing the 
audience, the remarked that 
people have become more 

aware about HIV / AIDS  
through such campaigns. 

He appreciated 
SSACS efforts at organis-
ing such a great cultural 
programme which ad-
dressed important issues 
of society and make peo-
ple more aware about 
HIV/ AIDS . 

He thanked the NGOs 
and volunteers for their 
huge contributions.

Principal Director, 
Health, Dr Uttam Prad-
han, in his address, high-
lighted that the main ob-
jective of this multimedia 
campaign was to pro-
mote safe behaviour and 
address issues related to 
this stigma.

He urged different 
population groups to 
seek services like ICTC, 
Prevention of Parent-
To-Child Transmission 
[PPTCT], Antiretroviral 
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The move is being seen as part of efforts to count-
er China’s plans to forge rail links with Nepal. After 
Beijing decided to extend its railway network up to 
Kathmandu, New Delhi proposed the construction of 
new railway links during Prime Minister K P Sharma 
Oli’s recent visit to India.

Nepal and India have plans for four cross-border rail-
way links, including one to link Raxaul to Kathmandu.

The Jayanagar-Kurtha rail line was originally built 
during the British Raj to transport logs from forests at 
Mahottari to India.

At that time, the line from Jayanagar in Bihar to 
Bijulpura in Mahottari was 52 km long. More than 15 
years ago, loods swept away the Bighi bridge, dis-
rupting railway services on the 29-km stretch from 
Janakpur to Jayanagar.

The Rs 5.5-billion (Nepalese Rs 8.8 billion) project 
is divided into three phases. The irst includes con-
struction of a 34-km segment between Jayanagar and 
Kurtha, the second comprises construction of an 18-
km segment from Kurtha to Bhangaha in Mahottari 
district, and the third comprises construction of a 17-
km segment from Bhangaha to Bardibas. Of the total 
length, only three kilometres is in Indian territory.

The sale of tickets, the source said, will be through 
an unreserved ticketing system and passenger res-
ervation system in Nepal which will be facilitated 
by the railways.

Passenger train arrives..

Unity in Gujarat which is tallest statue in the 
world. The Statue of Sardar Vallabai Patel was ded-
icated to the great man who was responsible for a 
united India built by uniting about 562 princely states 
after Independence. 

He urged the students to follow the ideals of such 
great leaders and work towards building a strong and 
united India. 

The Governor also visited Mantam lake where he 
surveyed the damage caused by the monsoons. 

The District Collector briefed the Governor about 
the current connectivity situation in the area and stat-
ed that the work on providing temporary vehicular 
connectivity was being carried out full swing.

The Governor then proceeded to the ITBP camp 
at Pegong where he was given a guard of honor and 
warmly welcomed by the of icers and jawans. 

The North District is the irst district to which the 
Governor has embarked on a tour since taking of ice 
here. The public and Panchayats expressed happiness 
that the Governor was undertaking the tour to under-
stand their district and its problems.

Governor arrives...

Muay Thai martial artists complete 
preparation camp for national c’ship

JORETHANG, 04 NO 
IPR : A ten-day long 

Muay Thai preparation 
camp for the National 
Muaythai Champion-
ship 2018 concluded 
here at Gairigaon today. 

Minister Arjun Ku-
mar Ghatani, who is also 
the area MLA, attended 
the valedictory function 
of the practice camp as 
the chief guest today.

Technical Director, 
Muaythai Association 
of Sikkim (MAS), RB 
Rai, informed that 24 
participants along with 
officials from Sikkim 
will represent the State 

in United Amateur Na-
tional Muaythai Cham-
pionship scheduled to 
be held at Pune, Maha-
rashtra, from 14 to 18 
November 2018.

Mr. Ghatani extend-
ed his best wishes to the 
players and urged them 
to live with the strong 
spirit and patience and 
aim to win gold medals 
for the State. 

He advised partic-
ipants to be dedicat-
ed and determined 
for the promotion of 
Muaythai in Sikkim. 

He applauded the 
initiatives of the As-

sociation for involving 
youths in energetic 
sports activities like 
Muaythai and urged 
them to help youth 
from staying away 
from drug abuse and 
mental health prob-
lems like depression. 

He also informed 
that  the state  gov-
ernment has init i -
ated certain grant 
for  sports  players 
and 1% job reserva-
t ion exclusively  for 
sportspersons un-
der the leadership 
of  Chief  Minister 
Pawan Chamling. 

The Technical Direc-
tor proposed the vote 
of thanks and recalled 
contributions of the 
area MLA in a number of 
events organised in the 
past and also applauded 
the support extended by 
the Animal Husbandry 
department.

The Minister was 
accompanied by the 
Deputy Director An-
imal Husbandry and 
Veterinary Services 
Deptt. Dr. Phurba Lep-
cha, General Secretary 
MAS Kamal Rai and 
other associated mem-
bers.

Orientation workshop 
on NeVA concludes

G , 03 N  (IPR): 
The National e-Vidhan 
Application (NeVA) 
workshop at Sikkim 
Legislative Assembly 
Secretariat concluded 
today with resource 
persons from the Min-
istry of Parliamentary 
Affairs, Sameer Varsh-
ney, NeVA Manager, 
and Priyanka Barthwal, 
Coordinator, NeVA, 
providing hands-on 
practical training on 
data entry to all the 
participants.  

The final day of the 
workshop commenced 
with a brief deliber-
ation by Additional 
Secretary (Debates) on 
procedure of question-
ing employed by the 
Sikkim Legislative As-
sembly.

The first half of 
the day’s session com-
prised of the resource 
persons providing 
mock training to the 
officials and staff of the 

Editorial and Debates 
Section, Legislative & 
Parliamentary Section 
and Committee Section 
of Sikkim Legislative 
Assembly Secretariat. 

Officers from other 
government depart-
ments were also pro-
vided with hands-on 
introduction to da-
ta-entry processes 
during the workshop.

The resource per-
sons were offered to-
kens of appreciation by 
the Secretary, Sikkim 
Legislative Assembly 
Secretariat, LM Prad-
han, at the end of the 
Orientation Workshop. 

Joint Secretary 
(IT), Jigmee Ongc-
huk Bhutia, proposed 
the vote of thanks to 
the Speaker, Deputy 
Speaker and the Sec-
retary for their coop-
eration in making the 
concept of e-Vidhan a 
reality in Sikkim Leg-
islative Assembly.

GPU-level prog on organic 
farming at Padamchey 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 04 N :

International Panacea 
Limited, a service pro-

vider agency, under Sik-
kim Organic Mission, or-
ganized a Gram Panchayat 
Unit level programme on 
ICS, organic certi ication 
and organic vegetable 
production at Padamchey, 
Assam Lingzey, East Sik-
kim, here today.

At the programme, 
VLW Rajni Darjee ex-
plained Crop Insurance 
and also spoke on the 
present market value of 
leafy and leguminous 
vegetables. 

She also delved on 
crop rotation, land 

and manure prepa-
ration, organic seeds 
and seed treatment 
for different crops.

Tashi Bhutia, the IPL 
Block In-Charge for Sam-

dong, addressed the gath-
ering on Organic Certification 
and underlined how it was 
now mandatory of Aadhaar 
Card Number and Bank Ac-
count of farmers to be record-

ed in the documentation. 
A demonstration on 

bottle trap was present-
ed by Jasman Subba, 
Block In-Charge, along 
with  field functionaries.

Record-breaking 
snowfall leaves farmers 

worried in JK’s Doda 
B  (J K), N  
4 (PTI): Record-breaking 
snowfall has thrown life 
out of gear in Doda and ad-
joining districts in Chenab 
Valley with farmers and 
orchardists fearing huge 
inancial losses.

The local meteorologi-
cal department has igures 
for only 20 years after its 
establishment and such 
a heavy snowfall in the 
irst week of November 

had happened for the irst 
time in the past two de-
cades, meteorologist Ra-
mesh Sharma told PTI.

Locals claim such a 
heavy snowfall has hap-
pened in the areas after 
more than four decades, 
catching them unprepared 
for the ensuing winter.

The snowfall in the 
inhabited areas, ranging 
from three inches to over 
three feet, was recorded 
in different areas of the 
district, forcing closure of 
Bhadarwah-Basohli high-
way, Kishtwar-Sinthan 
Top road and Bhadar-
wah-Chamba interstate 
road while many far-
lung areas got cut-off, 

of icials said.
The people com-

plained about drinking 
water scarcity and virtual 
breakdown of electricity 
in majority of the villages.

“Bhadarwah valley ex-
perienced heavy snowfall 
in 1978 but after November 
15. I have never witnessed 
snowfall in irst week of No-
vember in the last 40 years,” 
said Balwant Raj (62) of 
panchayat Chinchora.

He said the early 
snowfall is not a good 
omen for farmers, cattle 
rearers and labour class 
as all the development 
and other construction 
works would be sus-
pended till march, which 
means “we will get no 
work for ive months and 
this a scary situation.”

Saif Din Dhakad, a 
farmer from village Kota 
Top-Kharangal of Bhalle-
sa, said they were expect-
ing a good yield this year 
as there was bumper 
maize crop but sudden 
and unseasonal snowfall 
shattered all their hopes 
as maize was still either 
in the ields or was kept 
on rooftops to dry but 
overnight snowfall on 
Saturday damaged ev-
erything.

Not only farmers and 

labour class but early 
snowfall also sent fruit 
growers in a tizzy.

“Due to overnight 
snowfall most of our or-
chards got damaged as 
the snow is not only un-
seasonal but quite heavi-
er than normal,” Ahmed 
Mustafa of Upper Dhadh-
kai Bhallesa said.

He said normally 
pruning of fruit trees is 
performed in Decem-
ber after there is no leaf 
left on the trees because 
some variety of apple 
and walnut and persim-
mon only ripens by No-
vember end.

Horticulture develop-
ment of icer, Bhaderwah, 
Abid Hussain said they 
are assessing the damage 
caused by the snowfall.

“Some variety of ap-
ples and persimmon 
were still on trees. We 
have activated the ield 
staff to assess the dam-
age,” he said.

However, Hussain 
said the snow pos-
es threat to only weak 
plants and would have 
no far reaching conse-
quences.

Deputy Superinten-
dent of Police, Traf ic, 
Zohaib Hassan said the 
main highway connect-
ing Doda with the rest of 
state is open for traf ic.

“Moderate to heavy 
snowfall was record-
ed from Thanalla to 
Khundi-Maral stretch, 
Thantera to Sarthal and 
Potato farm to Sinthan 
Top stretch on Bhadar-
wah-Chamba interstate 
road, Bhadarwah-Bas-
ohli highway and Kisht-
war-Sinthan Top road re-
spectively, due to which 
these roads have been 
closed for all type of ve-
hicle traf ic,” he said.

However, he said Bha-
darwah-Doda, Batote-Kisht-
war and Thathri-Gandoh 
roads are open for traffic.

Chattar Gala on Bha-
darwah-Basohli high-
way and Padri Gali on 
Bhadarwah-Chamba in-
terstate road recorded 
three feet snow till 11 
AM, while Kota Top re-
ceived two feet, Dhadh-
kai 1.5 feet, Khanni Top 
1.5 feet, Kansar one feet, 
Shankhoja eight inches, 
Chinchora seven inches 
and Bhadarwah town re-
ceived three Inch snow, 
the of icer said.

SDF convenes GP-level 
party meet at Tingvong

SUMMIT REPORT
D , 04 NOV:  

Sikkim Democratic 
Front held a gram 

panchayat-level par-
ty meeting today at 
Tingvong GPU of Dz-
ongu, North Sikkim. The 
meeting was chaired by 
Deputy Speaker Sonam 
Gyatso Lepcha who is 
also the area MLA.  

Panchayat member 
Pempa Tshering Lep-
cha proposed that the 
“Gyapon” (mesenger) 
nominated in the GPU be 
provided with an hon-
orarium and also spoke 
on the construction of 
an approach road to the 
GPK premises.  

In his address, the 
Deputy Speaker suggest-
ed that the bene iciary 
list for the upcoming 
Janta Mela be selected by 
the people themselves. 

He also stressed that 
people should support 
the SDF if they were con-
cerned about develop-
ment initiated in Dzongu. 

Nalimit Lepcha, on 
behalf of the people of 
Tingvong, congratulat-
ed the Chief Minister on 
being awarded the Fu-
ture Policy Gold Award 
in Italy recently.  

Later, the Deputy 
Speaker also met and 
interacted with the peo-
ple ward-wise.

Husband of Pakistan 
blasphemy case woman 

pleads for asylum
I , N  4 (AFP): 
The husband of a Paki-
stani Christian woman 
at the centre of a divi-
sive blasphemy case has 
pleaded for international 
help to leave the country, 
saying he feared for his 
family’s safety.

The request by Asia Bi-
bi’s husband Ashiq Masih 
came a day after he criti-
cised a government deal 
with hardline Islamists 
that left her in legal limbo, 
and called on authorities 
to protect her.

Bibi - who had been on 
death row since 2010 on 
blasphemy charges - was 
acquitted by the Supreme 
Court Wednesday, trigger-
ing large street protests by 
ultra-conservative Islamists 
who paralysed Pakistan for 
three days, blocking roads 
and disrupting traf ic.

The government 
reached a deal Friday to end 
the protests by agreeing to 
a travel ban preventing Bibi 
from leaving the country, 
and saying it would not ob-
ject to hardline movements 
appealing the verdict.

An appeal has now 
been iled with the court 
against Bibi’s release.

Masih criticised the 
government deal, saying 
it was “wrong”.

“I request President 
Donald Trump to help 
us to leave (the country), 
and I request the prime 
minister of the UK to do 
their level best to help us, 
to grant us freedom,” said 
Masih, in a video message, 
seen by AFP, also request-
ing help from the Canadi-
an prime minister.

Wilson Chowdhry, of 
the British Pakistani Chris-
tian Association, told AFP 
that the family was resting 
its hopes on the US, Britain 
or Canada to grant them 
asylum and help them 
reach a place of safety.

“These nations have the 
largest Pakistani Christian 
communities,” Chowdhry said, 
added that Masih also wants 
asylum for some members of 
the extended family and those 
who have helped with his 
wife’s case, one of whom could 
speak English.

“If Asia Bibi leaves the 
country, every family mem-
ber, every person associated 
to her, will be killed,” he said.

Chowdhry said the 
family’s initial relief at Bi-
bi’s acquittal has turned 
into anguish.

“The daughters are 
weeping. They still hav-
en’t seen their mother. 
The family is totally shat-
tered,” he said.

therapy [ART], Sexually Transmitted Infections [STI] 
and Opioid Substitution Therapy [OST], and high-
lighted the importance of blood safety and suggested 
to increase awareness on the availability of ART and 
use of condoms. 

Dr. Pradhan also urged the gathering to spread 
knowledge about HIV/AIDS which is manageable, can 
be treated and can lead to a normal and healthy life.

During the program, free HIV-testing was also 
conducted by Mobile Integrated Counselling & Test-
ing Centre (ICTC) from SSACS in which around hun-
dred people were tested on the spot.

A total of 15 musical bands from across Sikkim 
had taken part in the music competition  out of which 
5 were selected for  the grand inale.

During the programme, guest bands like the famed 
Mantra Band also performed.

Roll Heads win...

CIC issues show-cause notice to 
RBI governor for non-disclosure 

of wilful defaulters’ list
ABHISHEK SHUKLA
N  D , N  4 (PTI): 
The Central Information 
Commission (CIC) has is-
sued a show-cause notice 
to RBI Governor Urjit Pa-
tel for “dishonouring” a 
Supreme Court judgment 
on disclosure of wilful de-
faulters’ list.

The CIC has also asked 
the Prime Minister’s Of-
ice, the Finance Ministry 

and the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) to make pub-
lic the letter of former 
RBI governor Raghuram 
Rajan on bad loans.

Irked over the denial of 
information on the disclo-
sure of the names of wilful 
defaulters who have taken 
bank loans of Rs 50 crore 
and above by the RBI in 
spite of a Supreme Court or-
der, the CIC has asked Patel 
to explain why a maximum 
penalty be not imposed on 
him for “dishonouring” the 
verdict which had upheld 
a decision taken by then 
Information Commissioner 

Shailesh Gandhi, calling for 
disclosure of names of wil-
ful defaulters.

Patel, speaking on Sep-
tember 20 at the Central 
Vigilance Commission 
(CVC), had said the guide-
lines on vigilance, issued 
by the CVC, were aimed at 
achieving greater transpar-
ency, promoting a culture of 
honesty and probity in pub-
lic life and improving the 
overall vigilance adminis-
tration in the organisations 
within its purview, the CIC 
pointed out.

“The Commission feels 
that there is no match be-
tween what RBI Governor 
and Deputy Governor say 
and their website regard-
ing their RTI policy, and 
great secrecy of vigilance 
reports and inspection re-
ports is being maintained 
with impunity in spite of 
the Supreme Court con-
irming the orders of the 

CIC in the Jayantilal case”, 
Information Commission-
er Sridhar Acharyulu said. 
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KUTSHE SHEGU

The Kutshe Shegu of Lt. Dorjee 
Bhutia, R/o of Gangkha, Kartok 
Busty, Pakyong, East Sikkim, 
who left for heavenly abode on 
22nd September, 2018 falls on 
9th November, 2018.

All family, friends, relatives 
and well wishers are requested 
to join us in offering prayers for the departed soul 
at residence Kartok Khim, Pakyong, East Sikkim. 
We also express our gratitude to all those who 
stood by us during our time of bereavement .

Mr.  Phurba Wangdi Bhutia (Son),
Mrs.Ongu Bhutia (daughter-in-law),

Mrs.Tshering Diki Bhutia (eldest daughter), 
Mrs.Changchup Doma Bhutia, (daughter), 

Mr.  Sonam Dorjee Bhutia (son-in-law),
Ms. Yangchen Diki Bhutia (daughter),
Mrs. Sangay Diki Bhutia ( daughter),

Mr.   Lobsang Chumbi Bhutia (son-in-law),
and all grand daughters and grand sons.

(Contact No. 7407820652,8116142598,9647892
122,9609868993,7557824132)

Speaker underlines signi icance of Namchi 
Mahotsav to culture and tourism promotion

N , 04 N  (IPR): 
The second day of the 
Namchi Mahotsav, 
themed, “Explore the 
Ethnic Beauty,” had SLA 
Speaker KN Rai as chief 
guest accompanied by 
representatives from 
Namchi Mahotsav Cel-
ebration Committee, 
DC (South) Prabha-
kar Verma, chairper-
sons, HoD’s, members 
of Namchi Municipal 
Council, officials and the 
general public at large.

Addressing, the gath-
ering, the Speaker high-
lighted the origins of 
Namchi Mahotsav and 
remarked that the Ma-
hotsav aids in preserving 
the rich unique traditions 
and culture of the state. 

He underlined that all 
efforts should be made to 
safeguard the traditional 
ethos associated with the 
Mahotsav as this would 
foster tourism and promote 
the state in the long run. 

Speaking, about the 
Future Policy Gold Award 
which was recently con-
ferred on the State by 

the UN- Food and Agri-
culture Organization in 
Rome, Mr. Rai informed 
that the Prime Minister 
has also lauded Sikkim 
and its citizens for hav-
ing won this prestigious 
award. 

The Speaker empha-
sized that since Sikkim is 
renowned domestically 
and globally as a pio-
neer in the field of or-
ganic farming, farmers 
should aim to achieve 

greater heights in this 
sector through qualita-
tive organic production 
as well as by adopting 
appropriate techniques 
in marketing.

Earlier, the chief 
guest, along with the dig-
nitaries, inspected the 
various traditional stalls 
set up at DC road. 

The second day of 
Namchi Mahotsav also 
saw a tug of war com-
petition which was won 

by Maniram Bhanjyang 
ward followed by Upper 
Salleybong ward who 
were the runners-up. 
The winning team was 
provided with certi i-
cates and an amount of 
Rs 18,000 and the run-
ners up took home Rs. 
12,000 and certi icates.

The evening had a 
musical programme fol-
lowed by dance presen-
tation by Taal Music and 
Dance Academy, Namchi.

Interact organizes 
leadership training seminar

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 04 N :

Interact District Council 
here organized a leader-

ship training seminar for 
members of Interact Clubs 
of Gangtok and Rotaract 
Club of Gangtok Hills at 
Modern Senior Secondary 
School, here today.

The irst resource 
person for the seminar 
was Bishal Darnal , PGT, 
Modern SSS, and spoke 
on the topic “Youth and 
Today’s World”.

Next, Dr Pallavi Pari-
yar, spoke on “Social Re-
sponsibility and Career”.

The third resource 
person, Bikash Gadaily, 
delivered a speech on 
“Entrepreneurship and 
Leadership”.

Prakash Sundas, 
Co-Chairman Interact 
District Council RI Dis-
trict 3240, spoke on “Ro-

tary, Rotaract and Inter-
act , Goals and Success 
of Interact and Rotaract 
Movement in Sikkim and 
the entire District”.

David Rai, formerly 
District Interact Rep-
resentative of RI Dis-
trict 3240, and now the 
CEO of Sikkim Glamour 
World, talked about his 
experience and develop-
ment in the Interact Club.

Leadership Training 
Seminar is an annual 
event for the Interact 
District Council, a press 
release informs.

The participating 
clubs are Rotaract Club 
of Gangtok Hills, Interact 
Clubs of Tashi Namgyal 
Academy, Paljor Namg-
yal Girls School, Kyi-de-
Khang School, Interact 
Club of Tathangchen 
and Rotaract Club of 
Gangtok Hills.

Wandering Souls organizes 
NEEV festival at Pakyong

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 04 N :

NEEV: A Foundation 
for Better Future, 
an interschool fes-

tivals organized by Wan-
dering Souls of Sikkim 
(WSOS), a webzine and 
youth forum, was held at 
the Pakyong GPK Hall on 
03 November. 

190 students repre-
senting 15 Secondary 
and Senior Secondary 
Schools from around 
Pakyong participated 
in quiz, elocution, es-
say-writing, painting 
and poetry recitation 
competitions.  

The various compe-
titions were judged by 
Prayash Gupta (Assistant 
Professor, SMU), Kamal 
Dahal (Poet and Play-
wright), Sunil Pradhan 
(Panchayat Inspector, Pa-
kyong) and Dinesh Acha-

rya (Research Assistant, 
UNDP).

“NEEV was an at-
tempt by WSOS to reach 
out to young minds of 
Sikkim and provide them 
a platform to perform. 
We shall continue pro-
viding similar platforms 
to students from other 
areas of Sikkim through 
the future editions of 
NEEV: A Foundation for 
Better Future,” a press 
communique from WSOS 
explains.

The event was sup-
ported by BAC, Pakyong, 
under the Swachh Bharat 
Mission (Gramin), Sum-
mitTimes, Eco-Paradise 
Resort, Alpine Digits, 
Tirkha Mineral Waters, 
AS Presentations, Mohan 
Khatiwara (OSD to HCM), 
Nima Theeng, CL Dulal, 
CK Sharma, Madhu Shar-
ma and others. 

BJP leader claims Mizoram speaker 
will quit Cong and join saffron party

A , N  4 (PTI): 
Mizoram Assembly Speak-
er Hiphei would resign 
from the Congress and 
join the BJP Monday, a se-
nior leader of the saffron 
party claimed Sunday.

Hiphei, a veteran 
leader, was elected to the 
Assembly from the Palak 
constituency.

“He (Hiphei) would 
irst tender his resignation 

as speaker and then from 

the primary membership 
of the Congress. He will 
then join our party,” the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) leader said on the 
condition of anonymity.

He added that Hi-
phei had recently met 
the central leaders of 
the saffron party.

Mizoram, the only state 
in the north-east under 
Congress rule, will go to the 
polls on November 28. 

1 killed, 2 injured 
in WB clash
R  (WB), N  4 
(PTI): One person was 
killed and two others 
were injured in North 
Dinajpur district on Sun-
day after a clash broke 
out allegedly between 
supporters of two politi-
cal parties, police said.

The incident hap-
pened at Kamalgach 
village under the juris-
diction of chopra police 
station, the police said.

While Ashok Roy, 
Congress’ Chopra block 
president claimed that 
the deceased person 
was a supporter of the 
party and alleged that 
Trinamool Congress had 
attacked him, the Trin-
amool Congress MLA of 
Chopra, Hamidul Rah-
man, said the workers 
of his party were not in-
volved in the incident.

The deceased has 
been identi ied at Md 
Samiruddin (42), a local 
resident, a police of icer 
said, adding, both the in-
jured were taken a prima-
ry health centre at Dalua.

They were later shift-
ed to Uttarbanga Medi-
cal College and Hospital 
in Siliguri and Islampur 
sub-divisional hospital 
in Islampur respectively, 
the police of icer said.

An investigation has 
been initiated, the police offi-
cer said, adding, a suo motu 
case has been registered.
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if they like something in 
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except when 
against people responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be ignored. 
Letters which carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  
Mail us at: news@summittimes.com

This Winter, Work 
on the Schools

Prioritise repair & renovation to 
prove to children that we care

As a friend pointed out, the cherry 
blossoms are in bloom, their arrival 

signaling that the inal exams are round the 
corner for students. These examinations 
will begin soon in schools across the State. 
The end of the year exams come with their 
attendant features of reduced attendance 
in government of ices [with parents keep-
ing busy preparing their wards], but that 
is not what we are getting into here. This is 
that time of the year when the School Man-
agement Committees and the Human Re-
source Development Department should 
be at their busiest. If they are not, then 
parents with children who will be return-
ing to poorly provided for schools next 
year should start exerting some pressure. 

Schools will be closed for more than 
a month shortly and the dry winter is a 
good time for repairs and renovation. It 
is no secret that there are many govern-
ment schools which could do with some 
repairs and renovation. What every school 
management committee should do now 
is take stock and submit a wish-list with 
the Department which controls the purse-
strings. It is possible that this [tabling of 
requirements] is a routine that is played 
out every year before the winter vacations, 
it is after all a logical thing to do, but this 
year, for a change, maybe it should rise 
above such annual tokenism. SMCs should 
make the concerned school heads forward 
a precise enumeration of what is required 
at their institution by way of infrastructure 
for the next academic session to begin on a 
brighter note. Probably the pressure of ar-
ranging for the advance salaries keeps the 
Department busy at this time of the year 
and by the time this ritual is taken care of, 
the holiday mood has kicked in and the 
concerns mentioned earlier get carried 
forward to the next session. 

It would, however, be a good idea to 
prioritise upkeep of the schools this year. 
The Department should organise meetings 
at the district level to discuss the require-
ments, budget provisions and priority 
lists in consultation with the in-charge of 
schools and the management committees; 
even set up a monitoring committee and 
announce another meeting for the week 
before the schools reopen to take stock of 
progress made. If things go well, students 
might actually enjoy the irst day in school 
next year, as de initely would the teach-
ers and the staff if they arrived at schools 
which have been considerately appoint-
ed to facilitate learning in comfortable 
environs. Worth giving it a shot, isn’t it? 

Khangchendzonga: Mountain of destiny
Exhibition captures a unique moment in 

German Himalayan mountaineering
JONATHAN WESTAWAY

Germany launched its irst post-
war Himalayan mountaineering 
expedition to Kanchenjunga – the 

world’s third-highest mountain – in 
1929 under the leadership of the cel-
ebrated mountaineer Paul Bauer. Its 
goals were explicitly nationalistic, mo-
tivated by a desire to rebuild a faith in 
German manhood and to inally leave 
behind the defeat and humiliation expe-
rienced in World War I.

Bauer’s accounts of the German 
Kanchenjunga expeditions in 1929 
and 1931 are shot through with the 
language of struggle and military met-
aphors – the celebration of mountain-
eering comradeship harking back to the 
camaraderie of the trenches.

Writing in 1934, Bauer noted that 
the German participation in the strug-
gle to climb the world’s highest moun-
tains had been decisively in luenced 
by the experience of war:

“The German … soldier has 
learned to accept everything with-
out hope of any payment other 
than the awareness of having ful-
filled his duty. To do something for 
its own sake, even when it was hard 
and bitter, was not foreign to him … 
for them, the struggle for struggle’s 
sake was nothing new, the loyalty to-
wards the greater objectives a matter 
of course. Out of this attitude the irst 
German Himalayan expeditions of the 
post-war era were conceived.”

Underpinning it all was a sense of 
German national destiny expressed in 
the language of racial theory and “strug-
gle” (kampf).

An exhibition, Mountain of Des-
tiny: Kanchenjunga 1929, part of the 
Kendal Mountain Festival, is on dis-
play in Grasmere in the Lake District. 
The photographs accompanying this 

article and many more are on display.
IMAGES OF STRUGGLE AND 
STRENGTH

Mountains as sites of struggle, re-
nunciation and death were increasingly 
a feature of German culture towards the 
end of the 19th and early 20th century 
– the nation’s fortunes increasingly seen 
as being embodied in mountaineering 
achievement. In 1924, the German ilm di-
rector Arnold Fanck premiered his hugely 
popular ilm Mountain of Destiny (Der 
Berg des Shicksals), a phrase that subse-
quently became associated with German 
mountaineering attempts on Nanga Par-
bat – the ninth-highest peak on Earth. 
German Himalayan ambitions shifted to 
Nanga Parbat, in modern-day Pakistan, in 
1932 and over the next seven years a fur-
ther four German expeditions were to at-
tempt Nanga Parbat, leading to the deaths 
of nine men on the 1934 expedition and 
16 men in a single avalanche in 1937.

But before the deadly focus of the 
Nanga Parbat expeditions, two Ger-
man expeditions in 1929 and 1931 at-
tempted to forge their way to the sum-
mit of Kanchenjunga, on the modern 
India/Nepal border and establish it as 
the German nation’s irst Himalayan 
“Mountain of Destiny”.
SNAPSHOTS OF DIVERSITY

If the 1929 German expedition’s goal 
was to establish German mountaineers 
on the world stage, it also brought them 
into contact for the irst time with the 
multi-ethnic world of the Himalayas, 
in particular the ethnic diversity of 
Sikkim and the region. Lying north 
of Darjeeling, the Himalayan state of 
Sikkim at the time was the gateway to 
Tibet, its foreign policy under the con-
trol of a British political agent.

The photographs on display in Gras-
mere capture the distinctive features of 
indigenous Sikkimese Lepchas, as well 
as the many Nepalese groups drawn to 
Darjeeling in search of work. Sherpa and 
Bhotia high-altitude workers are accord-
ed special attention. In Bauer’s books, he 
frequently named high-altitude workers 
in photograph captions – unusual for the 
time, where representations of indige-
nous expeditionary labour are usually 
limited to “types”.

One remarkable photograph fea-
tures the expedition’s cook, Tenchedar, 
seated outside a tent, praying in the Lo-
tus position. The sublimity of this image 
is underlined by the fact that, all too of-
ten, Western mountaineers ignored and 
belittled the indigenous religious prac-
tices of the expeditionary labour force 
on whom they relied.

Bauer was unaware of the sacred 
geographies of Sikkim and of the im-
portance of Kanchenjunga to Lepcha 
and Lhopa communities. Kanchenjun-
ga was both the home of a mountain 
deity usually referred to as Dzö-nga 
and also the location of a “beyul”, a 
hidden land of refuge blessed by the 
eighth-century guru Rinpoche Padma-
sambhava, a place where the spiritual 
and physical worlds overlap. Bauer 
describes the moment the photograph 
was taken at Camp III, registering the 
transcendental moment:

“When one stepped out of the tent in 
the early morning, there was Tenchedar 
sitting or standing on his kitchen rock, 
performing his morning devotions. It 
made a deep impression on me to see 
him, amid this region of ice and frost, 
gazing across in rapture to the distant 
summit of holy Kanchenjunga lit by 

the irst rays of the sun … It is true that 
Tenchedar was not quite an ordinary 
man, he was a leader among his com-
patriots. A man of astonishing religious 
knowledge, he wrote and spoke English, 
he led the religious festivals of the por-
ters at the full moon.”
INNOCENCE AND COURAGE

What also marks these photographs 
out as unique is that they were carefully 
annotated by Edward Oswald Shebbeare, 
the British transport of icer on the 1929 
Kanchenjunga expedition. In the albums 
on display, which were given to Shebbe-
are by Bauer, the British of icer was able 
to name most of the Sherpas featured in 
the photographs, preserving their individ-
uality and identity, enabling us to begin to 
document the hidden histories of indige-
nous high-altitude labour.

In one tender portrait, a group of 
seven Sherpas – many of them named 
by Shebbeare, lie in the grass, smiling 
at the camera and twirling Edelweiss 
in their hands. The lowers, a sym-
bolic link with the Germans’ Bavarian 
homeland, signal a tranquil moment 
before the fruitless struggle on the 
northeast spur of Kanchenjunga.

This exhibition captures a unique 
moment in German Himalayan moun-
taineering history when German moun-
taineers irst became enchanted by the 
world of the Himalayas, before the focus 
on Nanga Parbat consumed so many 
mountaineering lives and before German 
and Austrian mountaineering organisa-
tions became subsumed into the Nazi 
Reich. By 1938, Himmler’s fascination 
with Tibet led to the launch of the Schäfer 
expedition to Sikkim and Tibet, an expedi-
tion informed by Nazi racial science that 
sought to locate the origins of the Aryan 
race on the Tibetan plateau.

[the writer is Senior Research 
Fellow in History, University 

of Central Lancashire]

While politicians get protectionist, more 
businesses are pushing moral agendas

VANINA FARBER & 
PATRICK REICHERT
theconversation.com

Donald Trump’s delayed 
reaction to the disappear-

ance of Saudi journalist Jamal 
Khashoggi shows how the US 
president’s “America First” 
campaign is shifting the gov-
ernment’s role towards a more 
pragmatic, rather than moral-
istic, approach to global affairs.

By contrast, some major in-
vestors and businesses are ill-
ing the gap by taking over the 
role of moral compass. Many, 
for example, withdrew from 
Saudi Arabia’s recent invest-
ment conference in protest.

The dramatic example of 
the Khashoggi case illustrates 
how rising nationalism and po-
litical polarisation forces politi-
cians to oscillate between mak-
ing good on populist campaign 
promises (such as winning on 
trade) and upholding moral 
principles and traditional par-
ty identities. Meanwhile, the 
private sector has been quick 
to jump into the fray concern-
ing social and environmental 
issues, responding to a clear 
societal demand.

One potential explanation 
for this phenomenon comes 
from the political philosophy 
of majoritarianism – the idea 
that governments follow the 
majority view when it comes 
to making laws and designing 
policy. But this fails to account 
for the growing polarisation 

of opinion that can be seen in 
the US and elsewhere.

Further compounding the 
issue is that recent views do 
not perfectly match tradition-
al policy positions. The result-
ing tribalism creates an “us 
versus them” environment 
where longstanding political 
views are tossed aside to get 
easy wins. For example, con-
trary to Trump’s protection-
ism, free trade used to be a 
staple of Republican ideology 
and so did iscal conservatism, 
but this has been undone by 
tax cuts which are causing the 
de icit to soar.
INCREASING MARKET VALUE

Businesses have not let 
this opportunity go to waste. 
Brands taking stands has be-
come a mainstay of corporate 
activity. As Starbucks chair-
man Howard Schultz put it:

“We all recognise that with 
every decision we make, there 
is a group of people that are not 
going to agree with us. But you 
must de ine your core purpose 
for being. We stand in the inter-
est of something greater than 
just making money.”

Of course, brand activism 
often goes hand-in-hand with 
increased market value. As a re-
sult, it is seen by many as a pro-
active and strategic decision to 
boost reputation and appeal to 
customer demographics.

Of course, not all compa-
nies are liberal. Hobby Lobby, 
an Oklahoma-based arts-and-
crafts chain, advocated for an 

exemption from a law that re-
quires no-cost access to con-
traception as part of the Af-
fordable Care Act. It won the 
case in the Supreme Court, 
which ruled that the company 
could be exempt on religious 
grounds. Another prominent 
example is the fast-food chain 
Chick- il-A, which has do-
nated large sums to anti-gay 
rights groups.

NEW BUSINESS MODELS
As researchers in social 

innovation, we are interested 
in the ways that businesses 
are beginning to engage more 
deeply with societal challeng-
es. Multinationals that inte-
grate social and environmen-
tal objectives into their core 
business will bene it society 
enormously. A few companies 
are leading the way in this.

In honour of Climate Week 
NYC’s tenth anniversary in 
September 2018, the Neth-
erlands banking behemoth, 
ING, announced its 10-step 
approach to climate impact. 
Rather than relegating cli-
mate change to a corporate 
social responsibility issue, 
ING’s ambitious agenda inte-
grates environmental targets 
into nearly every aspect of its 
business.

Already carbon neutral, 
ING plans to procure 100% re-
newable energy for all its build-
ings worldwide and cut CO₂ 
emissions by 50% by 2020. ING 
has also developed a new loan 
product that lowers interest 

rates for improved sustainabili-
ty performance.

Perhaps most importantly, 
it is changing the way it uses 
its €500 billion loan portfo-
lio to help achieve the Paris 
Agreement’s two-degree goal. 
It aims to double its funding 
to organisations that direct-
ly combat climate change to 
some €30 billion by 2022.

Other inancial actors are 
also taking a more direct ap-
proach to the integration of 
pro it and purpose. In his an-
nual letter to CEOs, the CEO of 
the world’s largest asset man-
ager BlackRock, Larry Fink, 
told companies that attention 
to societal impact should be at 
the forefront of any company 
that wants his funding.

In the philanthropic arena, 
the Ford Foundation recent-
ly committed US$1 billion for 
“mission-related investments”, 
a move that will transition the 
way foundations are able to 
leverage endowments for in-
vestments which have social 
and environmental impacts.

Unilever is another cham-
pion of sustainable corporate 
practices, putting them at the 

centre of its business strate-
gy with its Sustainable Living 
Plan. Popular Unilever portfo-
lio brands all stress a sustain-
ability component: Lipton tea 
carries a Rainforest Alliance 
label, Dove’s Real Women 
campaign, launched in 2004 
and celebrating women of all 
shapes and sizes, generated 
year-over-year sales growth of 
more than 700% and 92% of 
all Unilever vegetables adhere 
to its Sustainable Agriculture 
Code – a set of guidelines de-
veloped by the company cover-
ing biodiversity, animal welfare 
and crop protection.

In a world that is facing a 
backlash against globalisation 
and the perverse effects of na-
tivism, business is serving as 
a counterweight. Where polit-
ical leaders are failing, com-
panies increasingly provide 
moral leadership, balancing 
pro it with people and planet.

[Vanina Farber is 
elea Professor for Social 

Innovation, IMD Business 
School; Patrick Reichert 

is Research Fellow in 
Social Innovation, IMD 

Business School]
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Early solution to insurgency 
problem in Manipur dif icult: Army

AMITAVA ROY
L  (M -

), N  4 (PTI): An 
early solution to the 
insurgency problem 
in Manipur is difficult 
given its complexity 
due to multiplicity of 
militant groups and 
their different sets of 
demands, a senior Army 
officer has said.

There are around 
30 insurgent out its, 
many of them splinter 
groups with different 
secessionist demands, 
while Naga groups, in-
cluding the NSCN(I-M) 
and proscribed NSCN(K) 
are seeking ‘Nagalim’ or 
greater Nagaland, said 
Major General V K Mish-
ra, GOC of 57 Mountain 
Division, involved in an-
ti-insurgency operations 
in the state.

These apart, 16 Kuki 
organisations are seek-
ing a separate state for 
themselves and eight 
groups of the United Peo-
ple’s Front, which is de-
manding a separate hill 

state within the territory 
of Manipur.

“The presence of so 
many groups adds to 
the complexity. You may 
reach out, but to whom?” 
the Army of icial said, 
talking to visiting jour-
nalists recently.

“Given the complexi-
ty of the problem, it may 
take longer to achieve a 
solution,” he said.

“There are four major 
constituents in the prob-
lems affecting the state 
insurgency, ethnic issues, 
criminal activities and 
drugs,” Mishra said.

He said the Army and 
other security forces, 
including the Assam Ri-
les, are doing their best 

to weed out insurgency 
from the state.

“Our attempt is to 
remove this fear among 
people,” he said when 
asked about people be-
ing afraid to complain on 
receiving extortion calls 
from the insurgents.

Manipur Chief Min-
ister N Biren Singh has 

invited the insurgent 
groups for talks but the 
major out its are yet to 
respond, a state govern-
ment of icial said.

Some of the minor 
groups have expressed 
willingness to sit for 
talks, but there has not 
been much response 
from the bigger ones, 
he said.

Stating that the hills 
and valley were divided, 
Singh said the state gov-
ernment has taken initia-
tive to close this gap.

“Earlier, MLAs from 
the valley could not go to 
the hills, but I asked them 
to go to the hills. There 
must be trust,” he said.

United National Lib-
eration Front (UNLF) 
was the irst militant out-
it to be founded in the 

valley areas with sepa-
ratist goals and is at pres-
ent one of the most active 
in the state.

The other major sep-
aratist out its are Peo-
ple’s Revolutionary Party 
of Kangleipak (PREPAK) 

and People Liberation 
Army (PLA).

While KYKL seeks a 
perfect Manipuri society, 
the Kuki Revolutionary 
Army seeks a separate 
state for the Kuki tribe.

There are several 
other smaller out its and 
groups with different 
objectives active in the 
north-eastern state.

Added to this is the 
divide between the hill 
people and the dwellers 
in the valley.

The Kuki militant 
out its signed a Suspen-
sion of Operations (SoO) 
agreement with the gov-
ernment in 2008 and 
around 1,800 cadres of 
these groups are housed 
in 13 SoO camps.

“The geography and 
location of Manipur itself 
has lot of implications,” 
Maj Gen Mishra said.

The state has an area 
of 22,000 square km, of 
which 1,843 km are val-
ley area situated at the 
centre, while the rest 
are hills surrounding 

the valley.
Nearly 60 per cent 

of the population of the 
state live in the valley 
area, while the rest are 
spread in the sparsely 
populated hills.

Of those living in the 
valley, over 66 per cent 
belong to the Meitei eth-
nic group.

The hills are inhab-
ited mainly by different 
Naga and Kuki tribes.

On October 31, Uni-
versal Friendship Organ-
isation (UFO) held a rally 
in Imphal for unity and 
territorial integrity of 
Manipur, while Naga or-
ganisations held a block-
ade in the hills on the 
same day in opposition.

Economic blockades 
by different organisa-
tions have also affected 
the state over time.

The Naga Council had 
resorted to a 139-day eco-
nomic blockade of two na-
tional highways NH102 
and NH37 from No-
vember 1, 2016. It end-
ed on March 19, 2017.

Bomb scare 
disrupts train 
services in 
Sealdah South 
section
K , N  4 (PTI): 
A suspicious object, mis-
taken for bomb, was de-
tected near the railway 
track between Sealdah 
and Park Circus stations 
on Sunday morning that 
led to disruption of train 
services for nearly an 
hour, an Eastern Railway 
spokesman said.

After examination, it 
was found to be a hoax, 
the of icial added.

The suspicious material 
was removed by RPF and 
GRP personnel. Following 
security clearance, train 
services were resumed on 
the route, he said.

“The material was 
examined and was found 
not to be an explosive,” 
Eastern Railway spokes-
man R N Mahapatra said.

Train services to var-
ious destinations in the 
Sealdah South Section 
were disrupted from 
10.40 am to 11.30 am 
owing to the incident.

Consequently, at least 
20 EMU locals were de-
layed by about half an 
hour, on an average.

The “bomb-like” sub-
stance was detected by 
an on-duty keyman of 
Eastern Railway near the 
down line between the 
terminal station Sealdah 
and Park Circus, the of i-
cial said.

Nakhro thanks EC for according 
priority to disabled in polls

Suspected 
militants 
succumb to 
injuries after 
mob assault
S  (A ), N  4 
(PTI): Two unidenti ied 
men, who were assault-
ed by a mob at Assam’s 
Cachar district after they 
were found carrying arms 
and ammunition, have suc-
cumbed to injuries, a police 
of icer said on Sunday.

The men, suspect-
ed to be militants, were 
rescued by the police on 
Saturday evening and 
taken into custody from 
a bus stop at Harinagar in 
Lakhipur sub-division of 
the district, he said.

They were then ad-
mitted to Silchar Medical 
College Hospital in a seri-
ous condition.

“As the two men are 
yet to be identi ied, we 
could not inform their 
family members. They 
were badly beaten up by 
the mob at the bus stop 
and were taken to the 
hospital in a critical con-
dition,” the of icer said, 
adding that the duo suc-
cumbed to the injuries on 
Saturday night.

Cachar Superinten-
dent of Police Rakesh Ro-
shan had earlier told PTI 
that three AK-56 ri les, 
one Chinese-make LMG, 
one 12 bore single barrel 
and one 5.56 mm ri-
fles were seized from 
the possession of the 
two men.

Roshan also credited 
local people for the ap-
prehension and said the 
duo had come from Dima 
Hasao district.  

Tinsukia killings: TMC delegation 
meets families of deceased

Tripura govt lays stress on 
intl connectivity: MinisterK , N  4 (PTI): 

The icon for People with 
Disabilities (PwDs) in 
Nagaland Diethono Na-
khro has thanked the 
Election Commission for 
according priority to the 
disabled in the electoral 
process of the country.

“Making elections in-
clusive and accessible 
is not just about laws 
and rule books, but it 
is about wanting to do 
the right thing and then 
reaching out and mak-
ing that little extra ef-
fort to make sure that 
voters with disability 
are not left out,” Nakhro 
said at a workshop here 
Saturday.

The workshop was 

organised by of ice of the 
chief electoral of icer of 
Nagaland on ‘Accessible 
Elections’.

The disability rights 
activist, however, regret-
ted that many PwDs were 
unwilling to come for-
ward to enrol themselves 
in the electoral rolls and 
even politicians and gov-
ernments seemed least 
bothered about the wel-
fare of the PwDs at poll-
ing stations.

She expressed hap-
piness that the Election 
Commission under the 
slogan ‘no voter to be left 
behind’ had developed a 
plan on removal of barri-
ers, motivating, facilitat-
ing and enhancing par-

ticipation by the PwDs in 
elections.

The people with 
mental illness must also 
be enrolled unless their 
condition is very severe 
and they have no sense of 
reasoning, she said.

The workshop was 
organised to ensure that 
election of icers at the 
ground level were drilled 
in identifying and en-
suring their enrolment 
of PwDs in electoral roll, 
Nagaland CEO Abhijit 
Sinha said.

He said presently 
only 2,500 PwDs had 
been identi ied in E-rolls 
in the state, which con-
sidering its population, 
was very low.

D  (A -
), N  4 (PTI): A 

four-member Trinamool 
Congress delegation 
Sunday met the fami-
ly members of the five 
people killed by sus-
pected militants in Tin-
sukia district of Assam, 
and demanded that 
the perpetrators of 
“hate crimes” be imme-
diately brought to book.

Led by Derek O’Brien, 
the TMC parliamentary 
party leader in Rajya 
Sabha, the team com-
prises Lok Sabha MP 
Mamata Bala Thakur, 
Rajya Sabha MP Nad-
imul Haq and MLA Ma-
hua Moitra, which went 
to Kheronibari village in 
the district to meet the 
family members.

“We spoke to the fam-
ily members and assured 

them of all assistance. 
We want justice for these 
families and will not stop 
our ight until and unless 
the perpetrators of hate 
crimes are punished,” 
O’Brien told PTI.

According to TMC 
sources, the party has 
given Rs 1 lakh to each 
family as aid.

“This is a humanitar-
ian visit. This is a visit to 
stand with the grieving 
families,” the TMC leader 
had told reporters earlier 
Sunday outside the air-
port here.

Unidenti ied gunmen 
in battle fatigue shot 
dead ive Bengali-speak-
ing people, including 
three members of a fam-
ily, near Kheronibari vil-
lage on Thursday night.

Strongly condemning 
the incident, O’Brien said, 

“What has happened is a 
dastardly killing of the 
most deprived and poor-
est Indian citizens... They 
have been murdered in 
cold blood.”

On Friday, West Ben-
gal Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee expressed 
anguish over the killings 
and said an “environ-
ment of violence” was 
prevailing in the country.

A TMC delegation 
of six MPs had gone to 
Silchar on August 2 to 
assess the situation in 
Assam in the wake of the 
publication of the com-
plete draft of the Nation-
al Register of Citizens 
(NRC) on July 30, but was 
stopped at the airport.

They were not al-
lowed to leave the air-
port and were sent back 
the next day.

Agartala, Nov 4 (PTI): 
The Tripura government 
has laid stress on inter-
national connectivity 
through roads, railways 
and waterways for devel-
opment of the state, its 
Transport Minister Pra-
najit Singha Roy said.
The Centre has fulfilled 
the long cherished 
dream of the state by 
providing broad-gauge 
railway services in 
2016, Roy told a ‘Chinton 
Shivir’ of the Niti Ayog 
here Saturday.

“Now there are mul-
tiple express trains 
connecting Guwahati, 
New Delhi, Kolkata and 
Deogarh. In near future, 
we’ll have direct trains 
to Mumbai and Chennai. 
Besides, the state has lo-
cal trains from Agartala 
to Dharmanagar (North 
Tripura) and Agartala 
to Shantirbazaar (South 
Tripura) which will be 
extended to Sabroom,” 
he said.

The state government 
has taken initiative to 

introduce inland water 
transport by connecting 
the Gomati and the Hao-
ra rivers with the Megh-
na river in Bangladesh 
to facilitate movement 
of goods and passen-
gers between the two 
countries through these 
routes, he said.

Roy said that the 
secretary of shipping 
ministry had visited 
the state to assess the 
ground situation and 
feasibility of inland 
water transport in the 

state. “Once the DPR 
is finalised, the inland 
water transport will be-
come a reality,” he said.

The Maharaja Bir 
Bikram airport at Agarta-
la is being extended and 
renovated for elevating 
it to an international air-
port. The project is ex-
pected to be completed 
by 2020, Roy said.

The government is 
also trying to improve 
the road connectivity 
with Bangladesh, the 
minister said.

Assam govt should enact a law 
against bandhs: Himanta

G , N  4 (PTI): 
Assam Finance Minister 
Himanta Biswa Sarma on 
Sunday voiced concern 
over bandhs called by var-
ious organisations, includ-
ing the BJP, as the Gauhati 
High Court has declared it 
illegal in the state.

The senior BJP leader 
said that the Assam gov-
ernment will discuss the 
issue in its next Cabinet 
meeting to explore possi-
bilities of bringing a law 
against bandhs.

“I feel we should not 
contempt the High Court. 
As a personal opinion, 
I am saying that as long 
as the bandh culture is 
declared illegal by the 
Gauhati High Court, it 
should not happen with-
in the state of Assam.

“If the BJP had called for 
a bandh yesterday, my an-
swer would have been the 
same that it should not have 
been called as it would be a 
contempt of the court. But I 
cannot decide whether they 
(BJP) will call for it or not,” 
Sarma said at a press con-
ference here.

On Saturday, a 12-
hour Assam bandh was 
called by All Assam Ban-

gali Yuba Chatra Feder-
ation, All Assam Bengali 
Students Union and some 
like-minded organizations 
to protest the killings of 
ive persons in Tinsukia 

district earlier this week.
On October 23, Krish-

ak Mukti Sangram Samiti 
(KMSS), Asom Jatiyataba-
di Yuva Chhatra Parish-
ad (AJYCP) and 58 other 
groups had called a 12-
hour Assam bandh against 
the Centre’s bid to pass 
Citizenship (Amendment) 
Bill, 2016 in Winter Ses-
sion of the Parliament.

“The Assam govern-
ment should enact a law 
against bandhs. The High 
Court had given a direc-
tion in this regard. I will 
raise the issue in the next 
Cabinet meeting. In gen-
eral, we should oppose 
the bandh culture, who-
soever has called for it.”

When asked if he would 
oppose calling a bandh in 
Assam by BJP in the future, 
Sarma said: “I cannot speak 
for the party... I don’t have 
the courage to oppose it. 
How can one person op-
pose it? But I will make my 
comment that it will be a 
contempt of court.” 
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Herath on happy hunting ground 
for last hurrah against England

G  (S  L ), N  
4 (AFP): Rangana Her-
ath, the most successful 
left-arm spinner in his-
tory, will be looking to 
bring down the curtain 
on his long and glittering 
Test career with some 
big name England scalps 
in Galle this week.

Sri Lanka’s Her-
ath, aged 40, has taken 
ive-wicket hauls against 

all the Test nations 
during his 19-year career 
and he stands 10th on 
the all-time bowlers’ list 
with 430 dismissals.

Picturesque Galle, 
which hosts the irst 
match of the three-Test 
series beginning Tues-
day, has always been a 
special venue for the spin 
warhorse.

He made his inter-
national debut at there 
against Australia in 1999, 
rejuvenated his career 
at the age of 31 by tak-
ing ive wickets in Galle 
against Pakistan and, in 
2016, claimed a hat-trick 
at the ground against the 
same nation.

Now Herath, the last 
active Test player to have 
made his debut in the 
1990s, needs just one 
more scalp to reach 100 
wickets at his favourite 
hunting ground.

While injuries have 

limited recent appear-
ances, he will be making 
one last effort to join Sri 
Lankan spin legend Mut-
tiah Muralitharan (Galle, 
Kandy and SSC Colombo) 
and England paceman 
James Anderson (Lord’s) 
as the only bowlers to reg-
ister a century of Test vic-
tims on the same ground.

England, who will 
be without their retired 
opening stalwart Alistair 
Cook for the irst time 
since March 2006, know 
they have to resist Her-
ath’s threat if they want 
to secure a winning start 
on their quest for an elu-
sive away series win.

“I’ve watched little 
bits on YouTube and I 
just like everything about 

what he does, his action 
and how easy it looks,” 
said England’s left-arm 
spinner Jack Leach.

“The batter’s men-
tality is to want to score 
boundaries so you have 
to be clever with that.”

Leach, who made his 
debut for England against 
New Zealand in March but 
was then sidelined with 
a broken thumb, said he 
was learning from watch-
ing Herath.

“There’s a lot of good 
things in there that are 
worth looking at for me 
and are de initely very 
helpful,” Leach said.

The 27-year-old Leach 
bowled 13 tidy overs and 
took one wicket in his 
team’s second warm-up 

match at the weekend, 
which was cut short by 
rain like many of En-
gland’s games on this tour.

Joe Root’s side will 
be desperate to recti-
fy their dismal recent 
away record when the 
series begins.

England outplayed In-
dia 4-1 at home this year, 
but have won just once 
on their travels -- in South 
Africa almost three years 
ago -- since their famous 
2012 victory in India.

Keaton Jennings is 
expected to open along-
side Rory Burns, who is 
set for his Test debut as 
Cook’s replacement.

With wicketkeep-
er-batsman Johnny 
Bairstow unlikely to be 

fit, Jos Buttler or un-
capped Ben Foakes will 
be behind the stumps.

“I think there are 
(places to play for) 
de initely,” England 
all-rounder Moeen Ali 
said, adding that the bal-
ance of the bowling at-
tack would be crucial.

“Are we going to play 
three spinners? Two spin-
ners? What seamers are 
going to play? Do you need 
pace or control? That’s for 
the coach and captain to 
decide,” he said.

Sri Lanka, led by 
Dinesh Chandimal, will 
be looking for redemp-
tion against England af-
ter losing the one-day 
series 3-1 and the lone 
Twenty20 international.

Don’t depute young women journos to 
Sabarimala: Hindu out its to media houses

K  (K ), N  4 
(PTI): Several Hindu out its in 
Kerala agitating against entry 
of women of menstrual age into 
the famous Sabarimala Temple 
have urged media outlets not 
to depute women journalists 
to cover the issue as the Lord 
Ayyappa temple is set to open 
Monday for a special puja.

The ‘appeal’ was issued by 
Sabarimala Karma Samiti, a 
joint platform of right wing out-
its, including the Vishva Hindu 

Parishad (VHP) and the Hindu 
Aikyavedi, ahead of the temple’s 
brief opening, which will be the 
second time after the Supreme 
Court allowed entry of girls and 
women in the age group of 10-
50 into it.

The samiti has been spear-
heading the agitation against 
the apex court order lifting an 
age-old ban on entry of wom-
en in menstrual age group into 
the temple, whose deity Lord 
Ayyappa is a celibate.

When the temple opened for 
monthly puja for ive days last 
month, irst time after the court 
order, women reporters, on their 
way to cover the occasion, were 
heckled, their vehicles attacked 
and young female devotees forced 
to turn back as protesters, in-
cluding activists of Hindu fringe 

groups, laid a siege to the road 
leading to Sabarimala.

In its letter to editors, a copy 
of which was released to the 
media, the samiti said even the 
entry of women journalists be-
longing to this age group as part 
of their job was also likely to ag-
gravate the situation.

“Recognising your right to 
support or oppose the devo-
tees stand on this issue, we 
hope you will not take a stand 
which would aggravate the sit-
uation,” it said.

The doors of the temple will 
be opened Monday evening for 
puja on the occasion of “Chithira 
Aattavisesham” on Tuesday, the 

birthday of last King of Travancore, 
Chithira Thirunal Balarama Varma.

The temple will be closed at 
10 pm on Tuesday but would re-
open for darshan from Novem-
ber 17 for the three-month long 
annual pilgrim season.

The samiti said devotees 
belonging to all denominations 
in Kerala and other parts of the 
country and even abroad were 
on a path of ‘unabated’ agitation 
subsequent to the apex court 
judgement allowing entry to 
young women at the Sabarimala 
Temple against the wish of the 
large majority of devotees.

It alleged that even though 
the Supreme Court has decided 

to hear the review and writ peti-
tions on the issue on November 
13, the state government was 
intentionally ignoring the “mass 
movement” against the judg-
ment and was trying to ‘hastily’ 
enforce it using police force.

“In such a situation, the 
devotees are left with no other 
choice but to continue with the 
peaceful agitation,” it said.

The whole issue is about the 
adamant stand of the state gov-
ernment in forcibly bringing in 
young women aged between 10 
and 50 years which is against 
the age-old traditions and cus-
toms of the Sabarimala Temple, 
the samiti said.

India has less than 2 pc green 
buildings: Green building rating chief

UZMI ATHAR
N  D , N  4 (PTI): India has 
less than 2 per cent green buildings but 
there is a huge opportunity to increase 
that number as about 60 per cent of the 
infrastructure of the country is yet to be 
put in place in the next 20 years, chief 
of the green rating system GRIHA said.

On utility of green buildings in cities 
like Delhi, which is battling alarming 
pollution levels, Sanjay Seth, chief exec-
utive of icer of the Green Rating for In-
tegrated Habitat Assessment (GRIHA) 
Council, said green buildings can help 
in reducing exposure of people to out-
side pollutants.

“Green buildings are much more 
healthy entities in terms of designing 
but the air that is going to come in-
side would be something that is pres-
ent outside but to a certain extent you 
could minimise or reduce the dam-
age through a green building. A green 
building can reduce the interference 
from outside pollutants,” he told PTI.

Green building is the practice of cre-
ating structures and using processes 
that are environmentally responsible 
and resource-ef icient throughout a 
building’s life-cycle from siting to de-
sign, construction, operation, mainte-
nance, renovation and deconstruction.

The Green Rating for Integrated 
Habitat Assessment (GRIHA) is a rating 
tool that helps people assesses the per-
formance of their building against cer-
tain nationally acceptable benchmarks.

The GRIHA Council, which gives the 
rating, is a not-for-pro it society jointly 
setup by The Energy and Resources In-
stitute (TERI) and the Ministry of New 
and Renewable Energy (MNRE) to pro-
mote green buildings in India.

However, in India less than 2 per 
cent of the buildings are green, but Seth 
said there is a huge opportunity to in-
crease that number as about 60 per cent 
of the infrastructure of the country is yet 
to be put in place in the next 20 years.

“Less than 2 per cent of green build-
ings in India but at the same time the 
amount of opportunities is also huge 
because about 60 per cent of the infra-
structure is yet to be put in place between 
now and the next 20 years so there is a 
huge amount of opportunity,” he said.

“If we are able to plan those build-
ings which have not been constructed 
yet correctly in accordance to green 
norm then it would be a great deed for 
yourself and for nation,” he added.

In the last one year, GRIHA has certi-
ied 50 buildings in Delhi as green. A to-

tal of 80 buildings have been certi ied as 
green throughout the country by GRIHA.

Seth said the best way to promote 
green buildings is through iscal incen-
tives and the developer should feel that 
“there is a sense in going green”.

“The incentive could be municipal-
ities or authorities come up with extra 
FSI (Floor Space Index) because develop-
er for every inch of space is getting paid 
extra so if authorities say that for green 
buildings they are going to give an extra 
FSI in terms of percentage which means 
money for the developer,” he said.

FSI means the ratio between the 
area of a covered loor (Built up Area) 
to the area of that plot (land) on which 
a building stands.

Property tax and electricity tariff re-
bates are also given by authorities but they 
are incentives given to consumers and not 
to developers so there is a need to move 
that segment of the market, he added.

Manika, Sathiyan achieve 
career-best ranking

Nishikori replaces injured Del Potro at ATP Finals

Radicalism hasn’t very much to 
do with religion: Fatima Bhutto

N  D , O  2 (PTI): 
Top Indian paddlers Man-
ika Batra and G Sathiyan 
achieved their career-best 
world rankings in the latest 
chart released by the Inter-
national Table Tennis Fed-
eration (ITTF) on Sunday.

Manika, who became 
the irst Indian woman to 
win a singles gold at the 
Commonwealth Games, 
climbed two spots to be-
come World No. 53.

The 23-year-old Ar-
juna awardee clinched 
four medals -- two golds, 
a silver and a bronze -- 
at the Commonwealth 
Games and also secured a 
historic bronze in mixed 
doubles event, partnering 
with Sharath, at the Asian 

Games. She is the only In-
dian in the Top-100.

Sathiyan also moved 
up one place to reach the 
World No 35 spot. He had 
won three medals in the 
Commonwealth Games 
and a bronze (men’s team 
event) in the Asian Games.

“Highest ever world 
ranking #WR35 yet again 
in the latest ITTF World 
ranking list for November 
2018 !!” Sathiyan tweeted.

Veteran Achanta Sharath 
Kamal, who clinched a historic 
team gold at the Common-
wealth Games and a silver 
and bronze in men’s dou-
bles and singles at the 18th 
Asian Games, maintained 
his 31st spot, to be the high-
est ranked Indian in the list.

Zafri Mudasser No il
New Delhi, Nov 4 (PTI): 
Pakistani author Fatima 
Bhutto says she does not 
think radicalism has very 
much to do with religion 
at all and one needs to 
understand violence in 
order to survive it and 
talk about the pain in or-
der to overcome it.

Bhutto has come out 
with a new book “The 
Runaways” which deals 
with burning questions 
about modern Muslim 
identity in a world a lame 
with violence.

For her, it is a book 
that very much has her 
heart and is illed with 
secrets, about radicalism, 
identity, social media and 
how young people today 
survive in a world on ire.

She says she has of-
fered a different perspec-
tive on what contempo-
rary radicalism means 
and what its genesis is.

“I don’t think radi-
calism has very much to 
do with religion at all. I 
think it comes from pain. 
Its roots are deep and 
complex and, in the me-
dia we are not offered a 
very layered analysis of 
what it means and that’s 
where iction and art is 
important. We need to 
understand violence in 
order to survive it, we 
need to talk about the 
pain in order to over-
come it,” Bhutto told PTI.

She started to write 
“The Runaways” in 2014 
and “I wrote it in a fever, it 
completely consumed me”.

The irst draft was 
inished very quickly and 

then she spent the next 
four years rewriting it, 
going deeper into the lives 
of the characters, deeper 
into all the stories.

“I wanted to write 
about radicalism, about 
how much pain you have 
to be in to want to go to 
war against the world. 
But I always wanted to 
write about loneliness, 
about what it is not to 
belong, about the inter-
net and how it’s forcing 
young people into build-
ing lives devoted to cults 
of celebrity and fame.”

“The Runaways” 
spans from Karachi to 
the nightlife of London, 

from the dockyards of 
Portsmouth to the des-
erts of Mosul.

Anita Rose lives in a 
concrete block in one of 
Karachi’s biggest slums, 
languishing in poverty 
with her mother and old-
er brother.

Determined to escape 
her sti ling circumstanc-
es, she struggles to ed-
ucate herself, scribbling 
down English words 
- gleaned from watch-
ing TV or taught by her 
elderly neighbour in her 
most prized possession: 
a glossy red notebook. 
All the while she is aware 
that a larger destiny 
awaits her.

On the other side 
of Karachi lives Monty, 
whose father owns half 
the city. But Monty wants 
more than fast cars and 
easy girls. When the rebel-
lious Layla joins his school, 
he knows his life will nev-
er be the same again.

And far away in 
Portsmouth, Sunny its in 
nowhere. It is only when 
he meets his charismatic, 
suntanned cousin Oz - 
whose smile makes Sunny 
feel found that he realises 
his true purpose.

These three disparate 
lives will cross paths in the 
middle of a desert, a place 
where life and death walk 
hand-in-hand, and where 
their closely guarded se-
crets will force them to 
make a terrible choice.

According to Bhutto, 
each of the characters 
have such different lives 
and destinies - they come 
from England (having mi-
grated from India) and 
from different parts of Ka-
rachi and the story takes 
them far, far away from 
home.

The chapters are titled 
by the name of the charac-
ters. Asked if there is any 
particular reason for it, 
she says, “I wanted readers 
to spend time with them 
closely, to know them in-
timately and to feel like 
they were with them on 
every step of the way. So 
when you’re reading Ani-
ta Rose’s chapter, it’s just 
you and her. I suppose the 
chapters titles function in 
this way, to give you time 
alone with the characters.”

Bhutto also chooses 
multiple complex charac-
ters for “The Runaways”, 
published by Penguin 
Random House India.

“The characters present 
themselves, in a way. When 
I started writing I began 
with Sunny and Monty, they 
were with me from the very 
start and as I fell deeper 
into the world of ‘The Run-
aways’, the other characters 
started to appear. I just fol-
lowed them,” she says.

Bhutto is in constant 
awe of the vibrancy of Ka-
rachi, the beauty of its his-
tory and culture.

She says, “I am always 
inspired by the humour, 
strength and kindness of its 
people. It’s not an easy city 
but it’s a brave one. Karachi 
and Mumbai are twin cities - 
our histories are irrevocably 
connected and you feel a lot 
of the same openness, the 
same architecture, the same 
vitality in both places.”

Asked if she sees any 
hope as far as the situa-
tion in Pakistan is con-
cerned, “Of course I see 
hope. I think what is ailing 
Pakistan today is the same 
thing that is ailing many 
places in the world - what 
do young people want 
anywhere in the world, 
whether in India or Paki-
stan or Nigeria or Brazil? 
They want a vision of the 
future that is inclusive, 
that is tolerant, and that is 
free.”

She believes South 
Asia is a very rich world - 
India or Pakistan or Ban-
gladesh and beyond are 
so bountiful in terms of 
people’s stories, histo-
ries, struggles and joys.

“They are all wonder-
ful places to be observers. 
We live such interconnect-
ed lives and are woven so 
deeply into the fabric of so 
many diverse communi-
ties and beliefs.”

Bhutto, who was born 
in Kabul, is the author of 
a book of poetry, two 
works of non- iction, in-
cluding her bestselling 
memoir “Songs of Blood 
and Sword”, and the high-
ly-acclaimed novel “The 
Shadow Of The Cres-
cent Moon”, which was 
longlisted in 2014 for the 
Bailey’s Women’s Prize 
for Fiction. 

L , N  4 (AFP): 
Kei Nishikori will com-
pete in the ATP Finals 
in London following the 
withdrawal of Juan Mar-
tin del Potro due to a 
right knee injury.

The Japanese play-
er joins Novak Djokovic, 
Rafael Nadal, Roger Fed-
erer, Alexander Zverev, 
Kevin Anderson, Marin 
Cilic and Dominic Thiem 
at the elite eight-player 
event, which starts on 
November 11.

Del Potro, who 
reached a career-high 
ranking of number three 
earlier this season, injured 
his knee while competing 

at the Shanghai Masters 
last month.

“It’s frustrating for me 
not to be able to compete 
in London,” said Del Potro.

“It’s a very special 
tournament and I’ve 
tried everything possi-
ble to get my knee bet-

ter. The rehabilitation is 
making good progress 
but I need more time.”

Nishikori, 28, will be 
making his fourth ap-
pearance at the season 
finale, having reached 
the semi-finals in 2014 
and 2016.
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DrawTime 5:10 PM 5:25 PM 5:40 PM 5:55 PM 6:10 PM 6:25 PM 6:40 PM
1st Prize : Rs.10000/- L50 1719 K10 1247 G18 1385 H62 2623 L63 2307 G79 1115 H79 1641
2nd Prize : Rs.3000/- C59 1175 J39 2023 L52 2586 C69 2462 D11 1120 G33 2328 C34 2601
3rd Prize : Rs.1500/- H66 1727 J62 1989 K77 1420 E39 1726 G93 1268 K09 2213 D02 1685

4th Prize : Rs.140/-
(Common to all Series)

1104 1334 1419 1468 1486
1653 1812 1844 1868 2038
2042 2283 2288 2407 2411
2464 2667 2816 2823 2947

1136 1261 1267 1445 1452
1654 1742 1792 1872 1894
1950 1980 2205 2237 2270
2479 2534 2539 2948 2987

1188 1264 1392 1521 1551
1635 1684 1735 1817 1994
2094 2288 2343 2345 2365
2387 2438 2545 2806 2925

1080 1126 1128 1177 1425
1442 1515 1590 1700 1818
2006 2110 2447 2456 2556
2611 2689 2702 2751 2971

1024 1028 1087 1127 1174
1322 1693 2046 2221 2380
2460 2462 2479 2582 2651
2664 2669 2863 2955 2984

1045 1076 1120 1240 1311
1335 1442 1459 1463 1467
2268 2300 2313 2376 2465
2527 2676 2683 2834 2953

1000 1260 1363 1390 1610
1630 1753 1759 1915 2047
2096 2269 2304 2315 2480
2547 2592 2649 2654 2703

DrawTime 6:55 PM 7:10 PM 7:25 PM 7:40 PM 7:55 PM 8:10 PM 8:25 PM
1st Prize : Rs.10000/- E28 1293 C69 1666 G42 1872 G21 2229 H56 1554 D52 2736 J93 1459
2nd Prize : Rs.3000/- G02 2236 L80 1925 H66 2355 D83 2578 C13 2962 K17 2933 B38 1493
3rd Prize : Rs.1500/- J43 2527 D10 1224 K63 2850 B46 1285 L79 1552 D85 1569 C29 1428

4th Prize : Rs.140/-
(Common to all Series)

1122 1173 1199 1257 1300
1420 1428 1442 1457 1820
1835 1890 2019 2021 2143
2202 2559 2572 2905 2909

1178 1237 1238 1263 1315
1411 1444 1551 1582 1747
1754 2111 2263 2334 2478
2605 2680 2719 2846 2920

1169 1202 1392 1409 1416
1517 1542 1715 1750 1760
1891 1896 1949 1970 2204
2207 2417 2628 2882 2958

1063 1082 1133 1141 1187
1220 1299 1354 1410 1452
1487 2060 2064 2116 2241
2303 2512 2527 2566 2863

1071 1186 1193 1201 1288
1559 1645 1774 1785 1799
1963 1986 2073 2097 2125
2285 2670 2867 2904 2920

1038 1246 1298 1338 1397
1410 1477 1550 1573 1591
1750 1851 2053 2209 2437
2542 2553 2568 2693 2734

1014 1037 1056 1170 1220
1259 1336 1480 1677 1743
1747 1771 1867 1913 1924
2277 2295 2671 2682 2831

DrawTime 8:40 PM 8:55 PM 9:10 PM 9:25 PM 9:40 PM
1st Prize : Rs.10000/- L91 1984 D05 2697 K58 1540 B48 1466 D43 2813
2nd Prize : Rs.3000/- J21 1236 D55 2199 K87 2634 H61 2236 C30 1712
3rd Prize : Rs.1500/- B36 1218 C28 1396 K25 1592 C22 1704 J38 1260

4th Prize : Rs.140/-
(Common to all Series)

1004 1193 1227 1244 1311
1442 1448 1645 1910 1937
2108 2141 2346 2408 2456
2555 2581 2681 2724 2965

1002 1226 1377 1497 1539
1607 1754 1808 1886 1945
2117 2159 2178 2251 2273
2310 2314 2442 2753 2980

1161 1171 1314 1440 1475
1941 1969 2119 2121 2124
2162 2185 2232 2295 2310
2424 2593 2811 2914 2969

1032 1328 1492 1613 1681
1730 1783 1901 2003 2111
2194 2265 2347 2381 2417
2436 2671 2674 2679 2817

1290 1467 1565 1641 1819
1958 1987 1999 2027 2039
2099 2259 2302 2404 2509
2558 2656 2711 2775 2851

RESULT FOR BODOLAND LOTTERIES  DRAW DATE - 03-11-2018

          LABHLAXMI GEMINI           MUMBAILAXMI SEETA
          Draw No:15 DrawDate on:31/10/18           Draw No:39 DrawDate on:31/10/18

          1st Prize Rs.10,000/- 2018           1st Prize Rs.10,000/- 1041 2nd Prize Rs.2,000/- 5067
          2nd Prize Rs.1,000/- 5402 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 4750           3rd Prize Rs. 1,000/- 2369 4th Prize Rs.  502/- 2298
          4th Prize Rs.300/- 5775 5th Prize Rs.  202/- 6973           5th Prize Rs.200/-
          6th Prize Rs.100/-           1046 1047 1142 1189 1223 1280 1341 1424 1557 1619
          1004 1162 1172 1178 1191 1238 1313 1347 1466 1496           1621 1646 1651 1747 1770 1807 1819 1824 1911 1950
          1509 1513 1544 1585 1610 1613 1701 1709 1718 1735           1971 1989 1996 2065 2266 2354 2421 2426 2472 2490
          1785 1811 1871 1873 1938 1965 1968 1977 1994 2041           2582 2592 2626 2663 2834 2885 2951 3076 3252 3260
          2113 2122 2136 2138 2156 2165 2213 2233 2250 2253           3316 3328 3363 3523 3585 3604 3665 3668 3757 3901
          2274 2289 2336 2353 2363 2388 2414 2418 2442 2448           3930 4048 4084 4144 4202 4203 4253 4307 4310 4372
          2467 2491 2497 2514 2527 2586 2588 2669 2695 2765           4387 4482 4488 4499 4520 4527 4609 4684 4890 4934
          2909 2924 2934 2965 2999 3021 3065 3085 3088 3092           4985 5015 5149 5163 5165 5186 5241 5307 5330 5344
          3099 3118 3133 3182 3194 3223 3249 3261 3293 3312           5355 5436 5485 5516 5528 5628 5647 5701 5712 5727
          3324 3330 3333 3362 3371 3383 3391 3411 3453 3454           5731 5745 5757 5791 5832 5838 5887 5943 5945 5947
          3457 3460 3462 3471 3488 3494 3510 3511 3528 3533           6th Prize Rs.100/-
          3550 3574 3585 3618 3619 3687 3690 3694 3700 3705           1003 1014 1030 1034 1099 1110 1145 1213 1274 1284
          3732 3760 3772 3820 3842 3845 3849 3866 3897 3905           1325 1327 1398 1415 1422 1431 1437 1503 1508 1546
          3910 3920 3933 3940 3960 3969 4036 4073 4075 4091           1552 1553 1561 1601 1630 1688 1718 1725 1766 1788
          4108 4112 4124 4204 4255 4268 4286 4292 4300 4312           1828 1837 1839 1852 1879 1880 1920 1927 2022 2040
          4319 4341 4401 4486 4506 4546 4599 4610 4618 4679           2054 2055 2074 2077 2151 2183 2206 2221 2232 2250
          4699 4826 4843 4850 4911 4912 4993 4994 5044 5120           2262 2274 2377 2418 2424 2429 2433 2477 2504 2527
          5163 5213 5249 5259 5279 5282 5296 5303 5348 5355           2552 2614 2623 2629 2702 2713 2714 2728 2734 2769
          5380 5393 5408 5411 5466 5467 5507 5513 5568 5570           2780 2796 2809 2810 2852 2865 2872 2875 2883 2897
          5603 5604 5631 5634 5644 5648 5672 5706 5712 5713           2942 2974 3025 3047 3099 3111 3124 3133 3250 3259
          5742 5754 5762 5771 5782 5787 5817 5925 5931 5940           3262 3327 3337 3358 3359 3370 3383 3400 3409 3485
          5961 5968 5994 6019 6136 6137 6156 6179 6315 6335           3486 3499 3516 3550 3601 3635 3776 3801 3873 3895
          6390 6394 6494 6517 6544 6566 6572 6575 6588 6589           3997 4049 4071 4086 4139 4207 4228 4230 4232 4235
          6632 6648 6654 6682 6701 6708 6743 6760 6804 6812           4276 4316 4330 4369 4403 4442 4522 4532 4541 4545
          6813 6820 6855 6862 6864 6872 6915 6923 6960 6995           4596 4603 4604 4611 4616 4619 4643 4650 4711 4736

          4818 4840 4867 4896 4962 5007 5022 5044 5081 5089
Issued by:           5102 5117 5125 5210 5212 5216 5244 5261 5280 5286
The Commissioner           5299 5312 5315 5319 5331 5351 5365 5368 5385 5403
ARUNACHAL PRADESH STATE LOTTERIES,ITANAGAR           5419 5434 5464 5465 5469 5480 5501 5532 5551 5552
Please visit : www.arunachallotteries.com           5587 5593 5654 5661 5697 5718 5739 5759 5774 5779

          5797 5820 5834 5849 5858 5900 5926 5927 5958 5990

          ARUNACHAL PRADESH STATE LOTTERIES

DEAR FAITHFUL MORNING DEAR EAGLE EVENING
Draw No:48 DrawDate on:31/10/18 Draw No:6 DrawDate on:31/10/18
1st Prize Rs.26.02 Lakhs/- 79D 96137 1st Prize Rs.26.02 Lakhs/- 72G 46462
Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 96137 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 46462 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9000/-
07260 13332 22174 47916 55259 10486 18268 21451 28881 38406
62507 68013 72246 83459 94371 61176 81199 92819 95862 99847
3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0487 1325 1730 3432 3591 4480 5925 6797 7555 9330 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0101 1441 1774 2325 3108 4253 6616 7448 8231 9457
4th Prize Rs.250/- 0037 0797 1027 2920 2989 4364 5287 7591 7677 7909 4th Prize Rs.250/- 0298 0487 1435 1505 2777 3907 6533 6538 6969 9550
5th Prize Rs.120/- 5th Prize Rs.120/-
0020 0124 0165 0191 0326 0368 0422 0470 0478 0526 0203 0322 0379 0433 0721 1026 1195 1380 1570 1601
0548 0628 0643 0657 0725 0991 0992 1067 1085 1127 1648 1707 1730 1818 1835 1922 1962 2005 2054 2056
1788 1872 2040 2042 2170 2223 2301 2332 2422 2427 2075 2252 2470 2600 2605 2656 2702 2926 2952 3075
2548 2811 2901 2942 2951 3010 3114 3274 3275 3338 3122 3351 3605 3787 3843 3876 4117 4378 4409 4453
3342 3370 3558 3741 3842 4544 4572 4847 4889 4901 4535 4682 5085 5089 5141 5191 5396 5491 5520 5559
4923 4938 5052 5091 5103 5138 5142 5330 5451 5955 5566 5639 5656 5826 5995 6084 6100 6352 6563 6751
6010 6018 6063 6239 6241 6277 6399 6573 6723 6741 6770 6875 6955 7246 7373 7447 7631 7684 7930 7939
6757 7213 7251 7349 7387 7505 7512 7519 7881 7934 8043 8104 8202 8259 8373 8376 8450 8506 8557 8623
7977 8125 8134 8203 8344 8425 8517 8830 8899 9056 8641 8673 8784 8792 8849 8918 9097 9253 9329 9404
9148 9156 9164 9268 9629 9645 9670 9688 9802 9851 9459 9502 9566 9606 9618 9682 9727 9842 9877 9879
  Issued by :
  The Director ,Nagaland State Lotteries , Kohima ,Nagaland
  For Result ,Please Visit : www.nagaland lotteries.com

     KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE

NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES

Tamil prisoners may be released to 
tilt scales in favour of Rajapaksa

C , N  4 (PTI): 
Prime Minister Mahin-
da Rajapaksa’s legislator 
son Namal on Sunday in-
dicated that the long held 
demand of the Tamil mi-
nority community to re-
lease all Tamil prisoners 
may be ful illed soon, a 
move aimed at persuad-
ing the Tamil legislators 
to support Rajapaksa.

“President (Maithri-
pala) Sirisena and Prime 
Minister Rajapaksa 
would make a decision 
(on the issue) very soon,” 
Namal tweeted in Tamil 
language.

The Liberation Tigers 
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) 
had run a military cam-
paign for a separate Tam-
il homeland in the north-
ern and eastern provinc-

es of the island nation for 
nearly 30 years before its 
collapse in 2009 after the 
Sri Lankan Army killed 
its supreme leader Velu-
pillai Prabhakaran.

Rajapaksa, who was 
the president at the time, 
has repeatedly said that 
the war was against the 
LTTE and not against the 
Tamil community.

Since the war with 
the LTTE ended in 2009, 
the Sri Lankan govern-
ment has denied that the 
imprisoned LTTE mem-
bers are political prison-
ers. Tamils say some of 
the prisoners have been 
held over a long time un-
der anti-terrorism law 
without even being for-
mally charged.

Namal’s comments 

are aimed at persuading 
the legislators in the Sri 
Lanka’s main Tamil party 
- Tamil National Alliance 
(TNA) - to switch their al-
legiance to Rajapaksa in 
his bid to prove majority 
in the parliament.

So far Rajapaksa 
has 100 MPs on his side 
while sacked prime min-
ister Ranil Wickremes-
inghe has 103 MPs in the 
225-member assembly. 
Most of the 22 remaining 
MPs, including the TNA, 
are likely to oppose Ra-
japaksa.

Rajapaksa camp had 
already enticed a TNA 
legislator to join ranks by 
giving him a deputy min-
isterial position.

The TNA’s parliamen-
tary strength has been 

reduced to 15 as a result 
and there was specula-
tion that at least 4 more 
of them were willing to 
support Rajapaksa.

The TNA has said it 
will support a no-trust 
motion Rajapaksa, amid 
mounting pressure on 
President Sirisena to let 
the suspended parlia-
ment hold a vote to end 
the ongoing political 
crisis.

In a statement, the 
TNA Saturday said Ra-
japaksa’s appointment 
was a violation of the 
Constitution’s 19th 
amendment.

The alliance had “de-
cided to vote in favour of 
the no-con idence mo-
tion against Rajapaksa,” 
the statement said.

Rajapaksa claims he 
has enough numbers 
to prove his majority 
and at least six of Wick-
remasinghe’s men have 
defected to his side. The 
current suspension of 
parliament by the pres-
ident is seen as a key to 
Rajapaksa negotiating 
for enough defections.

W i c k r e m e s i n g h e 
was sacked by Presi-
dent Sirisena on Oc-
tober 26. His United 
National Party claims 
that Wickremesinghe’s 
sacking was “uncon-
stitutional and illegal”. 
The president’s move 
has plunged the coun-
try into a constitution-
al crisis with Wickrem-
esinghe claiming he is 
still the prime minister.

US-led coalition strikes 
kill 14 civilians in 

east Syria: Monitor

B , N  3 (AFP): At 
least 14 civilians were 
killed Saturday in US-
led coalition air strikes 
on the Islamic State 
group’s last holdout in 
eastern Syria, a monitor 
said.

“Fourteen civilians, 
including five children 
under the age of 18, 
were killed in the co-
alition air raids on the 
villages of Hajin, Sousa 
and Al-Shaafa” in east-
ern Deir Ezzor prov-
ince, the Syrian Ob-
servatory for Human 
Rights said.

“The death toll is 
likely to rise due to the 
number of seriously 
wounded,” Observa-
tory head Rami Abdel 
Rahman told AFP.

At least nine IS ji-
hadists were killed in 
the raids, he added.

The coalition was 
not immediately avail-
able for comment.

Strikes on the area 
intensified following an 
attempted jihadist at-
tack on a coalition base 
in the nearby village 
of Al-Bahra, the Brit-
ain-based monitor said.

IS overran large 
swathes of Syria and 
neighbouring Iraq in 
2014, proclaiming a 
“caliphate” in land it 
controlled.

But the jihadist 
group has since lost 
most of its territory to 
various offensives in 

both countries.
In Syria, the group 

has seen its presence 
reduced to parts of the 
vast Badia desert and 
a pocket in Deir Ezzor 
that contains Hajin, 
Sousa and Al-Shaafa.

A Kurdish-Arab al-
liance backed by the 
coalition launched an 
offensive in September 
to wrest the Deir Ezzor 
pocket from IS.

But on Wednesday 
the alliance, the Syri-
an Democratic Forces, 
suspended its fight 
against the jihadists 
after Turkish forces 
fired on the group’s 
positions.

The coalition es-
timates that 2,000 IS 
fighters remain in the 
Hajin pocket.

A total of more 
than 360,000 people 
have been killed since 
Syria’s war erupted in 
2011 with the brutal 
repression of anti-gov-
ernment protests.

Diwali in S Africa hailed as 
social-cohesion exercise

FAKIR HASSEN
J , N  4 
(PTI): The 20th edition 
of the annual Diwali Fes-
tival in Durban has been 
hailed as a major so-
cial-cohesion exercise in 
a city that is bedevilled 
by tensions between the 
large Indian community 
in South Africa and the 
indigenous Zulus.

“This is social cohe-
sion right on the ground,” 
said Ashwin Trikamjee, 
president of the South 
African Hindu Maha 
Sabha, which organises 
the event that was of i-
cially opened Saturday 
evening.

Trikamjee said this 

was because the two-day 
festival of culture, colour 
and cuisine was both 
aimed at and attracted 
not just the Hindu com-
munity, but hundreds of 
South Africans from all 
communities.

He recalled the scep-
ticism in many quarters 
when the Festival of 
Lights was irst mooted 
a few years after the local 
beachfront was racially 
desegregated following 
the election of Nelson 
Mandela as the coun-
try’s irst democratic 
president and the end of 
apartheid.

“So many people, in-
cluding from our own 

community, told us that 
it would not work. But 
we took up the chal-
lenge and went ahead at 
the beachfront, where 
thousands of support-
ers showed up, prompt-
ing us to seek larger 
venues over the years 
until we settled on the 
present site -- which 
was formerly the 
home of Durban’s only 
drive-in cinema until 
its closure,” Trikamjee 
told PTI.

The chief guests in-
cluded Prince Mango-
suthu Buthelezi, a great 
follower of Mahatma 
Gandhi and, at 90, still 
head of the Inkatha Free-

dom Party.
In his address, Bu-

thelezi referred to the 
importance of social co-
hesion and called for all 
South Africans to hold 
hands across racial di-
vides.

Guest speaker Thoko 
Mkhwanazi-Xaluva, the 
chairperson of the stat-
utory Cultural, Linguis-
tic and Religious Rights 
Commission, echoed Bu-
thelezi’s call, imploring 
South Africans to unite 
to bring about peace, tol-
erance and friendship. 
“Don’t entertain hate 
speech and hatred. If we 
entertain it, we will re-
main in the dark.

Saudi billionaire prince Al-Waleed’s 
brother freed from detention

R , N  4 (AFP): 
Saudi authorities have re-
leased the brother of bil-
lionaire Prince Al-Waleed 
bin Talal after nearly a 
year in detention, family 
members have said, as the 
kingdom faces international 
pressure over journalist Ja-
mal Khashoggi’s murder.

The release of Prince 
Khalid bin Talal was con-
irmed by at least three rel-

atives on Twitter on Satur-
day, with photos shared of 
him kissing and embracing 
his son who has been in a 
coma for years.

“Thank god for your 
safety,” his niece Princess 
Reem bint Al-Waleed tweet-
ed, posting additional pictures 
of the released prince with 
other relatives.

The government has 
not offered any public ex-
planation for his arrest 
or the conditions of his 
release. The Wall Street 
Journal reported that 
he was detained for 11 
months for criticising the 
biggest crackdown on the 
kingdom’s elite last No-
vember that saw dozens 
of princes, of icials and ty-
coons detained at Riyadh’s 
Ritz-Carlton hotel.

The government la-
belled it a corruption 
crackdown, but critics 
said it was an attempt by 
Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman -- heir to the 
Saudi throne -- to sideline 
his potential rivals and con-
solidate power. Prince Al-
Waleed, dubbed the War-
ren Buffett of Saudi Arabia, 
was among those rounded 
up and was released in early 
January after an undisclosed 
financial agreement with the 
government.

It appeared similar 
to deals that authorities 
struck with most other 

detainees in exchange for 
their freedom.

Prince Khalid’s release 
comes as the kingdom faces 
international outrage over 
the killing of Khashoggi 
inside its consulate in Is-
tanbul on October 2. It is 
widely seen as the worst 
diplomatic crisis facing the 
kingdom since the 9/11 
terrorist attacks.

Turkey’s President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan on 
Friday said the order to 
murder Khashoggi came 
from “the highest levels” 
of the Saudi government, 
without directly naming 
the crown prince.

The government now 
appears keen to shore up 
internal royal family sup-
port to defuse the crisis. 
Authorities could also po-
tentially release other elites 
still in detention, including 
former Riyadh governor 
Prince Turki bin Abdullah 
and billionaire business-
man Mohammed al-Amou-
di, The Wall Street Journal 
reported.

“The killing of Jamal 
Khashoggi has left the 
kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
in its weakest diplomatic 
position since the horri ic 
terror attacks of Septem-
ber 11,” Ali Shihabi, head 
of the pro-Saudi Arabia 
Foundation think tank, 
wrote in a report pub-
lished on Friday.

“In the aftermath of 
the understandable global 
outrage at the Khashoggi 
murder, something will 
clearly have to give.” Shiha-
bi called for the release of 
“women activists and other 
moderate critics of the gov-
ernment” who have been 
detained in Prince Moham-
med’s widely condemned 
crackdown on dissent in 
recent months.

Signature Bridge 
inaugurated amid ruckus

N  D , N  4 (PTI): The Signa-
ture Bridge over the Yamuna was inau-
gurated amid a surcharged atmosphere 
on Sunday with Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal attacking BJP and Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, saying the country 
needs bridges, schools and hospitals 
not temples and statues for progress.

High drama prevailed before the in-
auguration of the bridge with Delhi BJP 
president Manoj Tiwari and scores of 
supporters staging a protest for allegedly 
not being invited to inaugural event of the 
newly-built city landmark. They also had 
a “scuf le” with some AAP workers.

“Four days ago the 182 metre tall-
est statue of the world was unveiled 
and today this 154 metre high bridge is 
being inaugurated. The country has to 
decide if it needs statues and temples 
or bridges, schools and hospitals,” Ke-
jriwal said inaugurating the bridge.

He said the thought of Signature bridge 
reminded him of the irst Prime Minister of 
the country Jawahar Lal Nehru.

“If Nehru had chosen to build tem-
ples and statues instead of institutions 
like BHEL and SAIL, then the country 
would not have progressed. The coun-
try would languish in 15th century if 
temples and mosques are given pref-
erences over science, technology and 
research,” Kejriwal said.

He alleged that in order to stop 
his government from completing the 
bridge, the of icials and engineers were 
issued threats of CBI raids against them.

“The Signature bridge has been com-
pleted only because there is an honest 
government in Delhi,” Kejriwal asserted.

Deputy CM Manish Sisodia also al-
leged that “obstacles” were raised by 
the Modi government so that the Sig-
nature bridge was not completed in the 

rule of AAP government in Delhi.
“If Modi government had contribut-

ed one inch to this bridge, I would my-
self chant Modi-Modi like those who are 
showing black lags,” he said referring 
to BJP supporters who were camped 
nearby along with Manoj Tiwari.

In a direct attack on Tiwari, Sisodia said 
if he was “so fond of” going to inaugurals 
then he should work constructively.

“It is Modi government’s rule that 
the CM of elected government in Del-
hi will not be invited to any inaugural 
function. We deliberately did not invite 
(Tiwari),” Sisodia said claiming no one 
from Delhi government was invited at 
inauguration of Skywalk at ITO.

Earlier Sunday, Tiwari and his sup-
porters allegedly entered into a scuf le 
with AAP members and staged a protest 
for not being invited to inaugural event.

Kejriwal and his deputy Manish Si-
sodia were not present when the pro-
test took place.

BJP, however, said that AAP leader 
Amantullah Khan used abusive lan-
guage and pushed Tiwari.

Meanwhile, Ravindra Yadav, joint 
commissioner of police, eastern range, 
said the main function was held 
smoothly without any disturbance.

“Our staff on duty at the place of 
function performed their task with ut-
most restraint and diligence. Though 
there was slogan shouting but police seg-
regated the groups and did not allow any 
clash or violence to take place,” he said.

“The situation was handled very 
professionally by Delhi Police and 
not allowed to take an ugly turn,” 
Yadav added.

Tiwari is MP from North East Del-
hi and the bridge comes in his constit-
uency.

Tight security 
in Sabarimala 
as temple 
opens Monday 
for spl puja
S , N  4 
(PTI): As the Lord Ayyap-
pa temple opens Monday 
for a special puja, a thick 
security cover has been 
put in place by police and 
orders banning assembly 
of four or more people 
have been imposed in 
Sabarimala and nearby 
areas after violent pro-
tests were witnessed last 
month against the entry of 
women of menstrual age 
into the famed shrine.

Police said 2,300 per-
sonnel, including a 20-mem-
ber commando team and 
100 women, have been 
deployed to ensure smooth 
‘darshan’ and security of dev-
otees, a move that came in for 
criticism from the erstwhile 
royal family of Pandalam, 
the BJP and the Congress 
for such forti ication.

If necessary, around 
30 women police per-
sonnel in the rank of 
circle inspector and sub 
inspector and above the 
age of 50 would be de-
ployed at ‘Sannidhanam’ 
(temple complex) for se-
curity, they said.

Prohibitory orders 
under Section 144 of 
CrPc, banning assembly 
of four or more people, is 
in force at Pamba, Nilack-
al, Elavungal, and San-
nidhanam for 72 hours 
from midnight Saturday.

This is the second 
time the hill temple will 
open for ‘darshan’ after 
the Supreme Court al-
lowed entry of women of 
all age groups into it.

The temple had wit-
nessed high drama last 
month following frenzied 
protests leading to around 
a dozen women in the 
age group of 10-50 being 
prevented from reaching 
it and police and the ag-
itators ighting a pitched 
battle over the LDF gov-
ernment’s decision to im-
plement the court order.

The shrine will open at 
5 pm Monday for the “Sree 
Chitira Atta Thirunal” spe-
cial puja slated for the next 
day, marking the birthday 
of last king of Travancore 
Chithira Thirunal Balara-
ma Varma, and close at 10 
pm on that day.

Tantri Kandararu Ra-
jeevaru and chief priest 
Unnikrishnan Namboo-
diri will jointly open the 
temple doors and light 
the lamp at the ‘Sreekov-
il’ (sanctum sanctorum).

Dismissing reports 
that media was being re-
strained from going to Sa-
barimala, Kerala Director 
General of Police Loknath 
Behara said there was no 
bar on entry of journalists.  
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EtCETERA

THREE-PIECE SUIT: Actress Amandla 
Stenberg looks sharp in a grey suit with red boots 
at the Deadline Contenders event in Los Angeles.
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ARIES: You could feel ex-
tremely passionate today, Aries. 
You might want to connect with a 
love partner but be prevented by 
circumstances. You might be at-
tracted to racier novels or movies. 
Repressed anger could bubble up 
from your subconscious and seek 
an outlet. This is a great day to 
channel that anger into some ar-
tistic activity. Don’t be surprised if 
you use a lot of red!
TAURUS: Electrical or plumbing 
problems with your house might 
come up. Call a professional, 
Taurus. Don’t try to fi x it yourself, 
because you could make it worse. 
Friends might want to visit, but tell 
them to wait until another day. Dis-
cussions could quickly deteriorate 
into arguments today. This is a 
great day to work quietly alone on 
whatever interests you the most.
GEMINI: Stay close to home 
today, Gemini. Spending too 

much time in the car could lead 
to stress or, in extreme cases, 
minor accidents. On the job, 
this could turn out to be one of 
those days. Avoid offi  ce politics 
and stay out of arguments. Try to 
sequester yourself and do your 
work alone. Days like this are 
best used to take care of your af-
fairs quickly and effi  ciently.
CANCER: Money matters might 
take a turn for the worse today. 
Don’t fl y off  the handle because 
of this, Cancer. Use every bit of 
fi nancial savvy you have to put 
things straight. Try to remain 
calm and collected when dealing 
with stubborn people. Don’t be 
drawn into arguments. You will 
be able to pull everything togeth-
er again, but only by your inge-
nuity. Don’t depend on others.
LEO: Leo, check your house 
to make certain everything is in 
working order. There are indica-

tions that small hazards could 
exist that need correcting. Ten-
sion might run high among fam-
ily members, and quarrels could 
result. Don’t waste time trying to 
mediate. They will have to work 
it out for themselves. This is a 
great day for study and solitude, 
since your mind is especially 
sharp.
VIRGO: Short visits in your 
neighborhood could catapult you 
into some negative situations, 
Virgo. It’s best to stay close to 
home if you can. An angry letter 
or call could put you in a shaky 
mood. This isn’t a day to social-
ize. Days like this are best spent 
keeping to yourself and throwing 
your energy into taking care of 
whatever you’re working on.
LIBRA: Today you might be a 
bit worried about your fi nancial 
aff airs, Libra. A past mistake 
could have led to some rather 

upsetting consequences. Now 
you need to harness every bit 
of skill you have in order to set 
things straight. Your knowledge 
of modern technology could 
help. A friend might try to pick 
a quarrel with you, but it’s best 
to stay cool, neutral, and out of 
the discussion.
SCORPIO: Your physical en-
ergy is very high today, Scor-
pio. You’re likely to want to get 
out and exercise, perhaps jog 
through the park or attend an 
aerobics class. Be careful! You 
might not be as fi t as you think, 
and trying too hard could cause 
minor injuries. Someone you 
know professionally might not 
be in a great mood. You could 
get swept up in their anger. Try 
to stay out of it.
SAGITTARIUS: Uncertain-
ty about spiritual matters and 
doubt about your insights might 

have you down in the dumps 
today. Don’t try to force any 
solutions - it won’t work. This 
isn’t a good day to be out and 
about, because travel of any 
kind could pose problems. This 
is also a bad day to plan or start 
a vacation. Stay close to home 
and take care of practicalities, 
Sagittarius. That way you will 
be calm by evening.
CAPRICORN: If a friend or ac-
quaintance gives you advice 
about money or investments to-
day, don’t take it. To follow this 
unknowledgeable person’s lead 
might prove to be disastrous. 
Participation in group activities 
also isn’t advisable. They could 
get out of hand, and you could 
fi nd end up in the middle of an 
angry crowd. This is a great day 
to stay home, Capricorn. Work 
on your own project.
AQUARIUS: Gossip and bad 

feelings among co-workers or in 
a group could occur today, and 
there might be some political 
shenanigans that it would be in 
your best interests to avoid. This 
isn’t a good day to go to lunch 
with co-workers. Get away by 
yourself. Don’t believe anything 
you hear. Chances are it isn’t 
true. Keep to yourself and don’t 
off er any opinions, Aquarius. To 
do so might be unfortunate.
PISCES: Too much running 
around might have you feel-
ing exhausted and under the 
weather today, Pisces. You may 
have been exercising a little too 
much. Therefore, this is a good 
day to avoid exercise and get 
some rest. Don’t push yourself 
too hard! This isn’t a good day 
to plan or start a vacation. Wait 
a few days, as trips planned at 
this time could be fraught with 
glitches.

Had suicidal thoughts till 25 
years of age, says AR Rahman

Have started enjoying rejection 
and misery: Manoj Bajpayee

Priyanka Chopra sets sail on her 
Bachelorette Party Weekend

Ariana Grande sings about Pete 
Davidson and Mac Miller in new song

JUSTIN RAO
M , N  4 (PTI): Be-
fore the country recognised 
the talent of AR Rahman, the 
celebrated composer says 
there was a phase in his life 
where he felt like a failure 
and thought about ending his 
life almost every day.

The Oscar-winning com-
poser says the initial low 
phase of his career eventually 
helped him emerge braver.

“Up until 25, I used to 
think about suicide. Most of us 
feel they are not good enough. 
Because I lost my father, there 
was this void... There were so 
many things happening.

“(But) that in a way made 
me more fearless. Death is a 
permanent thing for everyone. 
Since everything created has 
an expiry date, so why be afraid of anything?” Rahman told PTI.

The turnaround for the 51-year-old composer came when 
he built his recording studio Panchathan Record Inn in his 
backyard in hometown Chennai.

“Before that, things were dormant so may be it (the feeling) 
manifested then. Because of my father’s death and the way he was 
working, I didn’t do many movies. I got 35 movies and I did two.

“Everyone wondered ‘How are you going to survive? You 
have everything, grab it.’ I was 25 then. I couldn’t do that. It’s 
like eating everything. You become numb. So even if you eat 
small meals, make it ful illing,” he adds.

The composer talks about hard times and other events in his life 
in “Notes of a Dream: The Authorized Biography of AR Rahman”.

Written by author Krishna Trilok, the biography, in as-
sociation with Landmark and Penguin Random House, was 
launched here, Saturday.

Rahman was nine when his father RK Shekhar, who was 
ilm-score composer, passed away and the family had to rent 

out his musical equipment to get by. Rahman, thus, took to 
music at a very young age.

“I inished everything between the age of 12 to 22. It was bor-
ing for me to do all the normal stuff. I didn’t want to do it,” he says.

In his 20s, before he made his debut as a composer with 
Mani Ratnam’s “Roja” (1992), Rahman along with his family 
embraced Su i Islam.

With “Roja”, Rahman shot to instant fame as the wonder kid 
in the industry, who changed the grammar of music and sounds.

Rahman says the most important thing for him is not to 
feel bored and constantly try to do something new; be it pro-
fessionally or personally.

“You feel jaded if you do the same thing. You need to ind 
different things to do. For me travelling, parenting and spend-
ing time with my family though I can’t do that much is beauti-
ful. It helps a lot.”

Priyanka Chopra 
is on a boat!
The 36-year-old actress and her besties 
kicked off her bachelorette party weekend 
on Saturday, as she continues to prepare 
for her wedding to Nick Jonas. E! News has 
learned the women traveled to Amster-
dam, Holland.

“#BacheloretteVibes,” Priyanka wrote on 
Instagram, alongside a photo of herself smil-
ing and sitting in a tour boat or yacht while 
wearing an off-the-shoulder white sweater, 
gold watch and diamond engagement ring.

“Be good [heart emoji],” commented 
Nick’s mother, Denise Jonas.

Priyanka later posted on her Instagram 
Stories a photo of a couple of buckets of 
Champagne adorned with pink and gold bal-
loons, sitting beside a bouquet of pink roses.

Ariana Grande fans are going 
to have to keep “Breathin” 
despite the fact that the sing-
er just released some new 
music. Grande’s mom, Joan 
Grande, tweeted about the 
song’s release, which came 
out Saturday night, just 
minutes before Saturday 
Night Live.

Grande insinuated on 
Twitter that there would be 
some sort of new music out 
soon that’s directly related 
to her ex- iancé Pete David-
son. However, she wants the 
world to know that it’s “far 
from a diss track.” In fact, “it’s 

the opposite,” she 
tweeted. 

In “Thank u, 
next,” Grande 
calls out Davidson 
by name in one 
of her lines. She 
also mentions her 
ex-boyfriend, Mac 
Miller, who died in 
September. “Now 

I listen and laugh / Even al-
most got married / And for 
Pete, I’m so thankful / Wish 
I could say, ‘Thank you’ to 
Malcolm / ‘Cause he was an 
angel,” she croons in the irst 
verse.

The song is less of a bit-
ter “on to the next” type of 
song, but rather a sincere 
thanks to her ex-boyfriends 
for all teaching her valuable 
lessons. “One taught me love 
/ One taught me patience / 
One taught me pain / Now, 
I’m so amazing / I’ve loved 
and I’ve lost.”

SHUBHA DUBEY
D , N  4 (PTI): 
Rejection at the National 
School of Drama made him 
suicidal, but after over two 
decades in the ilm industry 
Manoj Bajpayee says he has 
started enjoying the “insult” 
of listening to the word ‘no’.

The 49-year-old actor be-
lieves the initial rejections he 
faced have made him prac-
tical and motivated him to 
work harder.

“I have realised that rejec-
tion is nothing but a sign that 
one needs to work hard. Re-
jection is not negative it makes 
you look at things very realis-
tically and practically. I have 
started enjoying the rejection, 
misery and the whole insult of 
hearing ‘no’ from people.

“It gives me strength to 
knock the door harder next 
time. I believe it depends how 
you look at it. I won’t say you 
are not suppose to feel sad or 
dejected, but what matters is 
how better you come out of 
it,” Bajpayee told PTI.

The critically-acclaimed 
actor adds that while he is a 
“hardcore optimist”, he feels 
dejected at times.

“When you fall there is 
pain, but how quickly you 
get over that pain and move 
ahead is key,” he says.

Bajpayee, however, 
says empty theatres still 
scare him.

Bajpayee was at Dharam-
shala International Film Fes-
tival (DIFF) where his ilm 
“Bhonsle” was screened.


