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Mantam bridge destroyed again

WANGCHUK BHUTIA
MANGAN, 01 Apr:  

The bridge at Mantam 
lake in North Sikkim 

was washed out today due 
to the surge in river Kanaka.   

The 13 villages un-
der three Gram Pan-
chayat Units such as 
Sakyong-Pentong and 
Tingvong GPUs of Dz-
ongu have been cut off 

again from the rest of the 
world.  The bridge was 
constructed last year in 
winter.  

The villagers now 
have the only option of 

using the foot bridge 
constructed across the 
river to carry essential 
items by the head load. 

It may be mentioned 
here that the bridge at 

4th mile Mantam was 
submerged by the artifi-
cial lake when a massive 
landslide had brought 
down the Syok bhir on 13 
August 2016.  

Sikkim - a land of ongoing 
cultural show competition

JIWAN RAI

Geopolitics have never fa-
voured Sikkim. The diffi-

cult terrain may have worked 
as a natural defense for Sikkim 
against mighty expansionist rul-
ers in the past but its strategic 
location was too appealing to just 
ignore. British India, albeit hav-
ing nothing much to extract from 
Sikkim in comparison to what they 
had already taken from the plains 
of India, eventually got its dirty 
hands-on Sikkim. The Chogyal may 
have conceded a major chunk of 
sovereignty to the British East In-
dia Company under the treaty of 
Titalia but the story of Darjeeling 
being snatched away is a testimony 
to how Sikkim has almost always 
been a pitilessly bullied political 
entity. The dominance of British 
India over Sikkimese sovereignty 
didn’t abate post-Independence. 
The merger finished what had 
been left undone. 

Geopolitics apart, our pattern 
of social behavior as a population 
has been anything but uniting. 
Our cultural instincts have sub-
tly caused mutual estrangement 
from one another. Our social 
and communal harmony is too 

formal and sometimes, perhaps 
even hypocritical. To come to 
the realization that we have still 
not yet been able to find a lasting 
and overarching uniting factor is 
deeply disturbing. 

Here are some disconcerting 
questions which demand 
honest soul-searching and 
pondering rather than off 
the cuff diplomatic answers 
or emotionally driven pas-
sionate defenses.

Have we realized that 
Sikkim celebrates the 
grandest Bhanu Jayanti in 
the entire world? Even Ne-
pal, where Bhanu Bhakta 
Acharya, was born doesn’t 
do what we do here. The 
rally (shobha yatra) on 
this day is the anti-thesis 
to the Bhanu Bhaktian leg-
acy. Is it really a befitting 
manner to celebrate the 
legacy of an iconic poet of 
such repute? Is it not time 
for us to ask why our grand cel-
ebration of Bhanu Jayanti is not 
helping us to popularize the lan-
guage among the emergent gen-
eration? Why is the language dy-
ing in public life? Can we not find 
a more effective way to celebrate 

our linguistic legacy that would 
produce a lasting impact?

Another argument we hear 
at monotonous regularity is that 
Bhanu Bhakta united the Nepalis. 
This partial truth has not only 
been overstated but it is also ir-

relevant in the Sikkimese context. 
CK Shrestha, journalist and noted 
playwright, says the amalgamation 
of Gorkha bravery, Newari art and 
Kirati glorious antiquity form the 
basis of national unity in Nepal. 

turn to pg02

Amar Subba leads students t o 
“The Buddha Trails Sandakphu” 

6 new Covid cases and 980 
more vaccinated in Sikkim

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 01 Apr: 

Six new cases of nov-
el coronavirus were 

reported in the last 24 
hours in Sikkim. Of the 
six cases, five were de-
tected in East District 
and one in North Sikkim. 

On the other hand, 
seven more people were 
discharged from home 
isolation on Wednesday 
to further improve the 
figure of recovered cases 
of COVID-19 in Sikkim 
to 5,962. Sikkim’s tally 
of confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 reported so far 
has meanwhile reached 
6,241, of which there are 
only 46 active cases of 
coronavirus presently in 
the State.

In his daily health bul-
letin on Thursday, Health 
Department State IEC Offi-
cer, Sonam Gyaltsen Bhut-
ia, informed that these six 
cases were picked up in 
the testing of 239 samples 
on Wednesday. 

While four of the cas-

es were found in RT-PCR 
testing of 207 samples, 
two were caught through 
rapid antigen testing of 
32 samples.

Among the new cas-
es reported from in and 
around Gangtok, there 
are two persons from 
Daragaon, Tadong and 
one from 6th Mile, also in 
Tadong. 

Likewise, the sam-
ple of a person from 
Marchak in East District 
and another person from 
Pentok, Mangan in North 
District were also found 
positive for Covid. 

Mr Bhutia informs 
that the sample of 
26-year-old Anand Ku-
mar Sharma of Singtam, 
East District has returned 
positive for COVID-19 
but his phone has been 
continuously switched-
off. He has been urged to 
immediately contact the 
concerned authorities.

On the vaccina-
tion front, 980 people 
were vaccinated against 

COVID-19 in Sikkim on 
Wednesday, of whom 
815 received their first 
dose of the vaccine while 
165 completed their vac-
cine schedule with the 
second dose.

While giving details 
of district-wise vacci-
nation, Mr Bhutia men-
tioned that 646 persons 
[508 first dose & 138 
second dose] in East Dis-
trict, 310 persons [293 
first dose and 17 second 
dose] in West District 
and 24 persons [14 first 
dose & 10 second dose] 
in North have received 
COVID vaccinations. 

In category-wise 
break-up, 99 healthcare 
workers [71 first dose 
& 28 second dose], 153 
frontline workers [58 
first dose & 95 second 
dose], 153 persons in the 
45 to 59 years age-group 
[145 first dose & 08 sec-
ond dose] and 575 above 
60 year old [541 first 
dose & 34 second dose] 
were vaccinated.

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 01 Apr: 

Long distance run-
ners from Sikkim left 

for the second edition 
of a trail-running chal-
lenge, ‘The Buddha Trails 
2021,’ to be held on 03 
April along the popular 
Sandakphu trail on the 
Indo-Nepal border in 
Darjeeling. 

The Buddha Trails 
2021 is part of a trail 
series organised by The 
Hell Race, an organisa-
tion approved by the In-
ternational Trail Running 
Association.

This trial running will 
start from Rimbick Bazar 
and then follow the route 
on Shrikhola, Gurdum, 

Sandakphu, Phalut, Sa-
manden, Ramam, Shrik-
hola Bridge and will end 
back at Rimbick Bazar. 

There are three cat-
egories - 65 km, 30 km 
and 10 km.

Apart from other par-

ticipants from Sikkim, a 
team of students of Amar 
"Marathong Man" Subba 
also left for Rimbick to-
day to participate in the 
challenge. 

It is informed that 
team members will partic-

ipate in the 65 km and 30 
km segments of the race. 

Mr Subba has thanked 
Mangala Limboo of Sing-
pheng West Sikkim and 
Jagadamba Enterprises, 
Gangtok for supporting 
his students in the event.

Blank rounds fired as crowds clash in 
Assam's Barak Valley during voting

Guwahati, 01 Apr 
[NDTV]: Supporters of 
the BJP and its rival AI-
UDF clashed in Assam's 
Barak Valley today as 
voting for the second 
phase of the election was 
about to end. The po-
lice had to charge at the 
crowds with batons to re-
store order in the tensed 
town. Officials said some 
policemen fired blank 
rounds in the air to pre-
vent the crowds from be-
coming uncontrollable.

Today's incident late 
in the evening with only 
an hour left for voting 
likely marked the biggest 

election-related violence 
in Assam in the last few 
weeks. Voting was held 
on 39 seats in the second 
phase of the Assam as-
sembly election.

BJP leader Parimal 
Suklabaidya, who is con-
testing from his strong-
hold in Dholai, told NDTV 
that the election in Barak 
Valley was predicted to 
be polarised. "But it's not 
the work of BJP. The ma-
hajot (Congress-led alli-
ance) is doing this," Mr 
Suklabaidya told NDTV.

"Barak Valley was 
our cradle. We first won 
in electoral politics from 

Barak Valley... Definitely 
there are Hindu-Muslim 
issues even in this elec-
tion, but it's the Con-
gress's making as they 
went with Ajmal," the BJP 
leader said, referring to 
Badruddin Ajmal of the 
All India United Demo-
cratic Front (AIUDF).

Earlier in the day, 
there were reports of 
electronic voting ma-
chines malfunctioning 
at some booths, news 
agency PTI reported. 
They were immediate-
ly replaced and voting 
continued, PTI reported 
quoting officials. 

Caught in BJP-
Trinamool 
chaos for 2 
hours, Mamata 
Banerjee dials 
Governor
Nandigram, 01 Apr 
[NDTV]: Bengal Chief 
Minister Mamata Baner-
jee had to be rescued by 
the Central paramilitary 
forces today after having 
to stay confined for more 
than two hours at a poll-
ing booth in Nandigram 
amid an extremely tense 
face-off between BJP and 
Trinamool Congress sup-
porters. From the spot, 
she dialled Governor 
Jagdeep Dhankar, telling 
him the situation was 
a failure of the Election 
Commission, which was 
in charge of the law and 
order.

"Anything might hap-
pen at any moment... 
There is total breakdown 
of law and order," and she 
feared for her life, added 
the wheelchair-bound 
Chief Minister, who was 
escorted out by the secu-
rity forces, who managed 
to bring the situation 
under control after long-
drawn negotiations with 
the villagers.

Soon after, the Gov-
ernor tweeted, "Issues 
flagged @MamataOffi-
cial a while ago on phone 
have been imparted (sic) 
to the concerned". The 
Election Commission has 
sought a report on the 
matter from the local ad-
ministration.

Nandigram -- the cen-
trepiece of the Bengal 
elections, where the Chief 
Minister is facing her 
protege-turned arch-ri-
val Suvendu Adhikari 
-- is voting today in the 
second phase in a highly 
polarised atmosphere.

Ms Banerjee, who 
was monitoring the pro-
ceedings from her home 
in Nandigram's Reyapara, 
left around 1 pm as Tri-
namool leaders alleged 
booth capture and rigging 
by BJP workers, to make a 
round of the trouble spots.

turn to pg02
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RUCHI DIAGNOSTIC CLINIC
Behind telephone Exchange Near Old STNM Hospital. Gangtok

PH: 03592-203333, 204876, 8509373970
EXISTING FACILITIES:
ULTRASOUND
DIGITAL X-RAY
ECHOCARDIOGRAPHY
COLOR DOPPLER
PATHOLOGY
MICROBIOLOGY
BIOCHEMISTRY
ENDOSCOPY
B M D
E C G
DENTAL O P G
GASTRO CLINIC
PAEDIATRIC CLINIC
MEDICAL CLINIC
ORTHO CLINIC
E N T CLINIC
GYNEA CLINIC
PHYSIOTHERAPY
SPECIALISED TESTS
BLOOD COLLECTION CENTRES 
AT :
	 Sushruta Medical, 
 Ranipool.    
 

 Arihant Medical, Opp.
 CRH gate, 5th Mile.

COMPLETE E N T FACILITIES 
UNDER ONE ROOF

ENT O P D Monday to Friday
10.00 am to 2.30 pm

1.ENT OPD CLINIC
2.ENT ENDOSCOPIES
3.MICROSCOPIC PROCEDURES
4.MINOR O T PROCEDURES
5.VERTIGO MANAGEMENT
6.AUDIOMETRY, TYMPANOME-
TRY AND HEARING AIDS. 

CONSULTANT ENT SURGEON
DR. ONGDEN GYATSO, MS (AIIMS)

GASTRO CLINIC & O P D
8.00 am to 9.00 am

MEDICAL CLINIC & O P D
9.30 am

ORTHO AND GYNEA 
CLINICS & O P D

3.00 pm
PAEDIATRIC CLINIC & O P D

8.00 am And 6.00 pm
VACCINATION CLINIC

Subsidiary Intelligence Bureau
(MHA), Govt. of India

Balwakhani, Rajbhawan
Gangtok, Sikkim – 737103

AUCTION NOTICE
No. 04/2021             Date: 02.04.2021.

Open bidders are invited for disposal of old Shree 
Ram Honda Generator 1600 VA (02 Nos.), UPS 500 
VA (06 Nos.), UPS 600 VA (1 Nos.), UPS 1 KVA (8 
Nos.) UPS 1.5 KVA (3 Nos), Inverter 1400 (1 No.), 
Voltage Stabilizer  500 VA (2 Nos.), Voltage Stabiliz-
er 3 KVA (1 No.), Battery Charger ( 8 Nos.) Battery 
12 V/88 AH (14 Nos.), Photo Copier Machine (3 
Nos), 29” Colour TV (1 no.), Fax Machine (11 Nos.) 
and Dot Matrix Printer (1 No.) . The bidders are 
required to deposit Earnest Money of Rs.5000/- in 
cash (refundable). Interested bidders, having GST 
number may inspect the items on any working day 
w.e.f April 05 to 14, 2021 from 11 am to 4 pm. The 
open bidding will be started at 11 am on April 15, 
2021 in presence of the board members. Highest 
bidder shall have to deposit minimum 25% of the 
bid value in cash on the spot. The goods shall be 
handed over to successful bidder only after receiv-
ing the balance amount and GST receipt, as appli-
cable and as per rules. The decision of the author-
ity shall be final and binding.

Sd/-
Dy. Central Intelligence Officer.

DOCUMENTS LOST
I Barsha Sharma daughter of   Tika Dutt  sharma 
Resident Of   Geyzing Kyongsha   busty  under 
Yangthang constituency, west Sikkim has lost her 
original Certificate of class X Bord Exam.   while 
travelling from  kyongsha to Geyzing Tigjuk Dis-
trict office. 

If found please contact: 9593669124

davp 36103/11/0001/2122

Heavy rainfall damages newly constructed walls in South

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 01 Apr:

Due to heavy rainfall 
on 17 Mar, 2021 at 

around 9:00am a fully 
constructed and complet-
ed Plum Concrete wall at 
Sim Kharka Village, South 

Sikkim, length measuring 
120.00 Mtr (approx.) com-
pletely collapsed due to 
land slide and rock falling 
along under construction 
road NH-510, being car-
ried out by S&P Infrastruc-
ture Developers (Pvt) Ltd, 

a press release informs.
On 10 Mar, 2021 at 

around 9:00am another 
fully constructed and com-
pleted Plum Concrete wall 
at Sangey Village near Sim 
Kharka, South Sikkim, length 
measuring 80.00 Mtr (ap-

prox.) was completely dam-
aged by land slide.

On the same day, at 
around 3:30pm the fully 
constructed and complet-
ed Plum Concrete wall at 
Chirag village, Rabong, 
South Sikkim, length mea-

suring 80.00Mtr (approx.) 
completely collapsed due 
to a land slide and falling 
rocks along under con-
struction road NH-510, 
being carried out by S&P 
Infrastructure Develop-
ers (Pvt) Ltd. 

Boyal was the Chief Minister's first stop. Chaos 
broke out as soon as she reached and complained that 
the polling agent from her party had not been allowed 
inside the booth. Villagers suddenly started shouting 
"Jai Shri Ram" slogans. Soon after, the Trinamool sup-
porters gathered.

Stuck between two hostile groups, the Chief Min-
ster, who enjoys Z-Plus security, had to stay inside a 
room of the counting booth. Outside, the security forc-
es were caught on camera shuttling between the two 
slogan-shouting groups who faced each other across a 
field, trying to broker peace.

"We have no problem with the central forces... It is 
not their fault... they are our brothers and sisters, but 
they are here on the instructions of the Home Minis-
ter. Why should that be allowed? Why has the Election 
Commission allowed it?" a furious Chief Minister lat-
er told the media. "There is constant slogan-shouting 
and people of the constituency are not being able to 
vote freely... Never have I seen an election like this," 
she added.

Alleging that goons "from other states are creat-
ing ruckus here", Ms Banerjee said, "I have lodged 63 
poll-related complaints since morning, no action has 
been taken by the Election Commission".

"People who are raising slogans are outsiders. 
They came from Bihar and Uttar Pradesh. They are 
being protected by Central Forces," added

Ms Banerjee, whose party had written to the Elec-
tion Commission earlier, requesting that security 
forces from NDA-ruled states like Bihar, Uttar Pradesh 
and Madhya Pradesh not be deployed in Bengal in the 
interest of free and fair polls.

Security personnel from these states, the party al-
leged, will be partisan.

Voting in Nandigram is in progress amid multiple 
allegations of disruptions by the Trinamool Congress.

Senior party leader Derek O'Brien has already 
written to the Election Commission, alleging booth 
capture by BJP men. "Huge mob of BJP workers have 
entered booth no.s 6, 7, 49, 27, 162, 21, 26, 13, 262, 
256, 163, 20. BJP workers attempting to take control 
of EVM & rigging the booth," he wrote.

In the morning, party MP Mahua Moitra tweeted, 
"More than 150 EVM machines malfunctioning since 
Phase II voting started this morning Wish @ECISVEEP 
had put half as much effort into ensuring no EVM  
glitches as it did into transferring police officials."

The Election Commission said that problems re-
lating to voting machines had been largely resolved.

Caught in BJP-Trinamool...

He says that the uniting 
factor of Indian Nepalis 
was completely differ-
ent. Survival in the harsh 
Indian environment de-
manded that Nepalis 
leave aside their respec-
tive ethnic languages and 
speak Nepali as the lin-
gua franca. 

My second ques-
tion is, why do we call 
the Bhutia language the 
Sikkimese language? 
How does that make any 
sense? This usage not 
only dents the antiquity 
of the language but also 
causes unrest among 
those who think that 
the term ‘Sikkimese’ is 
non-exclusivist. It is as 
ridiculous as calling Hin-
di or Bhojpuri the Indian 
language. 

Thirdly, what ratio-
nale justifies the “Easter 
rally” in Sikkim? Sikkim 
is, perhaps, the only Indi-
an state where we orga-
nize such rallies to cele-
brate the resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. The 
New Testament mandate 
is to preach (Greek for 
‘herald’) the good news 
but nowhere does it im-
ply organizing a road-
show proclaiming the 
resurrection of the Lord. 
When I see people hold-
ing placards and making 
noise on the road, my 
reaction is anything but 
devotion and reverence. 
If we are expecting a se-
rious public response 
to our sacred message, 
rallies on busy and noisy 
roads are not the way. 

Now the wild Holi 
celebration in Sikkim 
is another big cultural 
statement. Why at the 
cost of breaking Covid-19 
protocols? Why at a time 
when India is staring 
down the barrel of a cos-
mic second wave? Why at 
a time when even Sikkim 
has put back in place a 
night curfew? The count-
er question is why not 
when there is an annual 
opportunity to showcase 
our Indianness in such a 
grand manner - that too 
in the heart of the city – 
the famous Gandhi Marg?

The cardinal question 
before us is, why is Sik-
kim so big on such public 
shows? Almost every cul-
tural show is spotlight-
ed in public. My friend, 
who is a half Sikkimese, 
once said: “It looks as if 
Sikkimese people are in 
an ongoing competition 
to show whose culture 
is the grandest and the 
best way to prove that is 
whose cultural road rally 
causes the heaviest traf-
fic jam.” I was completely 
riveted by his observa-
tion. 

For a small Sikkim, 
bigness is irresistible. 
To want to become big 
is fine. However, what 
costs us dearly is the 
fact that our idea of big-
ness is small. To become 
big among small is one 
thing but for all small to 
become collectively big 
is quite another thing. 
Being big in Gandhi Marg 
is a small thing. Sending 
a wrong message during 
Covid-19 stricken Sikkim 
is a big thing being done 
in a wrong way. 

Sikkim - a 
land of...

Ex-gratia handed to fire 
victims in Sittey Gaon

SICUN conducts awareness 
for farmers at Rabong

Special arrangements 
for counting in South

Triveni SHG members leave on NE tour

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 01 Apr:

A 9-member team 
representing Trive-

ni Self Help Group of 
Cheuribotey from West 
Pandam constituency 
of East Sikkim left on a 
4-day "Knowledgeable 
Tour" of the North East 
today, a press release in-
forms. SHG members are 

taken to different parts 
of the country on such 
tours but the process had 
come to a halt due to the 
lockdown last year and 
is now being revived. 
This time, the members 
will be touring Assam 
and Meghalaya covering 
places of spiritual inter-
est, scenic beauty and 
bee-keeping farms.

Namchi, 01 Apr (IPR): In 
connection with the Mu-
nicipal Elections, special 
arrangements are being 
made at District Admin-
istrative Centre, Namchi 
for the counting of votes. 

In South District 
elections were conduct-
ed in Namchi Municipal 
Council and Naya-Bazar 
Jorethang Nagar Pan-
chayat. In Namchi Mu-
nicipal Council voting 
was conducted at four 
wards namely 01 Gang-
yap Ward, 02 Dambudara 
Ward, 03 Upper Ghurp-
isey Ward and 05 Boom-
tar Ward. 

In Naya-Bazar Jore-
thang Nagar Panchayat 
voting was conducted at 
four wards 02 Trikalesh-
war Ward, 03 Daragaon 
Ward, 04 Majhigaon Ward 
and 05 Naya-Bazar Ward.  

The counting of votes 
shall be done by the Mu-
nicipal Returning Officer 

(South), M Bharai Kumar 
at Conference Hall of 
DAC, Namchi. Two count-
ing tables have been set 
up for the counting of 
votes in Electronic Voting 
Machines and one table 
has been set up for the 
counting of Postal Bal-
lots. COVID-19 protocols 
will be strictly followed 
by the Administration. 

Only counting offi-
cials and those involved 
in election duty, candi-
dates, election agents 
and counting agents who 
have been issued special 
passes for counting shall 
be permitted entry to the 
Counting Centre. 

The counting will 
start on 03 Apr, 2021 
from 8.00am. Counting 
of Postal ballots will be 
taken up first following 
which the counting of 
votes recorded in Elec-
tronic Voting Machines 
will commence. 

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 01 Apr:

Sub-Divisional Magis-
trate, Rangpo, handed 

over ex-gratia amount of 
Rs1,01,900 and Rs3800 
each to Mina Chettri and 
Lali Maya Mangar at Sit-
tey Gaon, Duga under 
Central Pendam GPU to-
day. The house of Mina 
Chettri which housed a 
ration shop was totally 
destroyed by fire on 26 
Mar, 2021.

The SDM visited the 
victims and handed over 
the ex-gratia in the pres-

ence of Panchayat of 
Deorali Ward, Laxmi Ra-
saily; West Pendam SKM 
CLC president, Hari Dan-
gal; Panchayat president, 
Dronacharya Sapkota 
today. 

LB Das, who is West 
Pendam MLA, had deput-
ed Hari Dangal, SKM CLC 
president, to represent 
him as he is out of sta-
tion. On the direction of 
the Chief Minister, the re-
port on this fire incident 
has also been forwarded 
to the CMO for further as-
sistance.

Gangtok, 01 Apr [IPR]: 
As a second series of 
sub-division wise pro-
gramme Sikkim State Co-
operative Union (SICUN), 
Assam Lingzey conduct-
ed a daylong awareness 
programme for farmers 
on Cooperative Society 
which was sponsored by 
All APEX Cooperatives of 
Sikkim. The programme 
was held at Rabong 
Sangmoo MPCS under 
Rabong sub-division on 
31.03.2021.

The programme was 
attended by MLA Yan-
gang, Raj Kumari Tha-
pa, as the chief guest 
followed by LP Kafley, 
Chairman SICUN, BB Rai, 
Board of Director SICUN, 
Rinchen Dorjee, Sr. Man-
ager SISCO Bank, Deo Raj 
Limboo, Assistant Man-
ager SIMFED, Siddhant 
Rai, Cooperative Inspec-
tor Cooperation Depart-
ment and Panchayat 
Members of GPU.

At outset of the pro-
gramme DK Rai, Board of 
Director SICUN delivered 
welcome address and 
highlighted the objective 
of conducting the pro-
gramme was to increase 
awareness regarding co-
operative society, its role, 
objectives, importance 
and its functions. 

The programme was 
conducted by Phadung 
Bhutia, Executive Officer 
SICUN.

Jitman Rai and Sashi 
Kala Rai, Cooperative 
Educators SICUN briefed 
on meaning of cooper-
ative society, its objec-
tives, benefits members 
gets from cooperative 
society and management 
of cooperative society 
through PPT.

Rinchen Dorjee, Sr. 
Manager SISCO Bank 
highlighted on the vari-
ous types of loan schemes 
provided by Government 
to uplift the economic 
status of the farmers.

Deo Raj Limboo, As-
sistant Manager SIMFED 
highlighted on various 
incentives scheme pro-
vided to farmers.

The interactive ses-
sion between the farm-
ers and concerned rep-
resentatives of the APEX 
Cooperatives was also 
witnessed during the 
programme.

LP Kafley, Chairman 
SICUN highlighted on the 
functions and objectives 
of SICUN to strengthen 
the Cooperative Move-
ment in Sikkim. He ap-
pealed for active partici-
pation of the members as 
it makes them inherently 

more engaging and more 
productive.

The Chief Guest, Raj 
Kumari Thapa, MLA Yan-
gang addressed the gath-
ering that people having 
capacity can make best 
use out of the ideas, 
knowledge and schemes 
shared by the resource 
person. She also men-
tioned that the cooper-
ative movement has to 
be started from home 
and asked the parents 
to teach their children 
about cooperative so that 
they can become self-re-
liant and self-sufficient.

The State Government 
is trying its best to make 
people self-dependent 
and asked the people to 
utilize the opportunity 
and resources. Positive 
attitude, loyalty and, hard 
work can lead to suc-
cess, she added.  She also 
thanked SICUN for orga-
nizing the programme.

The day-long aware-
ness programme was 
attended by various co-
operative societies under 
Rabong Sangmoo GPU.

The programme con-
cluded with the Vote of 
Thanks by  Bishnu Ch-
hetri, President Rabong 
Sangmoo MPCS cum 
Board of Director SISCO 
Bank.
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Freedom Facility residents 
perform skit on substance abuse

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 01 Apr: 

Residents of a Gangtok-based re-
hab centre, Freedom Facility 

have performed a skit on substance 
abuse under Nasha Mukt Bharat 
Abhiyan here in front of Denzong 
cinema hall on Thursday. The play 
gave a message on the negative con-
sequences of substance abuse. 

During the play, residents of 
Freedom Facility also distribut-
ed pamphlets to the people on 
substance abuse. On the occa-
sion, Rinzing Bhutia also gave a 
motivational talk on substance 
abuse.

Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan 
is the Prime Minister’s initiative 
against substance abuse.  

Governor’s 
greetings 
on Good 
Friday
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 01 Apr:

Governor Ganga 
Prasad has extended 

warm greetings to the 
Christian community in 
the State on the occasion 
of Good Friday, a press 
release informs.

In his message, the 
Governor has said, "Good 
Friday remind us the su-
preme sacrifice made by 
Lord Jesus for human-
kind and his resurrection 
the triumph of good over 
the evil. Let us rededicate 
ourselves to the noble 
ideas of love, peace and 
forgiveness for strength-
ening the bond of broth-
erhood and unity among 
all the people in the 
State."

The Governor further 
wished the people of 
Sikkim on the coming of 
Easter Sunday for better 
society.

SMCON celebrates Muskan Das' 
Strongest Woman of Sikkim title 

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 01 Apr:

A 1st Year BSc Nursing 
student, Muskan Das, 

of Sikkim Manipal College 
of Nursing (SMCON) un-
der Sikkim Manipal Uni-
versity won the Strongest 
Woman of Sikkim 2021 
title at the recently held 
4th Strongest Man & 3rd 
Strongest Woman of Sik-
kim Championship.

She won Gold in the 
63kg weight class and 
also the Strongest Wom-
an of Sikkim title.

Muskan, the daughter 
of Rashmi Das, a resident 
of 6th Mile Tadong, com-
pleted school from Holy 
Cross School, Tadong and 
Baha'i School, Tadong.

She also participat-
ed in the 30th Nation-
al Strength Lifting & 
Inclined Bench Press 
Championships 2021 at 
Cooch Behar in March 
this year and won gold in 
the Inclined Bench Press 

and Two Hand Curling in 
the Junior category.

She started her 
weight training in No-
vember 2019 and has 
been training under Yo-
gesh Rai at the Hardcore 

Himalayan Gym at 6th 
Mile Tadong.

The entire SMU family 
has congratulated Mus-
kan for not only bringing 
laurels to her alma ma-
ters but also to the entire 

State and the country. 
SMU is extremely proud 
of her achievements and 
wishes her more success 
and accolades in the fu-
ture, an official press re-
lease conveys.
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if they like something in 
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except when 
against people responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be ignored. 
Letters which carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  Mail us at: 
news@summittimes.com

Politically Empowered 
Women

The idea scares the establishment which 
is why they dodge and sabotage

Reservation, even though its pursuit is obsessive, 
has been effective only in a limited sense and is 

excessively compromised. There is hence no reason 
it would have helped empower women, but it would 
still have been a start. Power, everyone involved in 
securing empowerment for the womenfolk of the 
nation through reservations, should realize is never 
gifted, it has to be claimed, snatched even. Reserva-
tions, not just for women but of any kind, in elected 
positions force an uneasy compromise in the politi-
cal sphere and promote segregation more than as-
similation. That said, reservations for the under-rep-
resented sections of society is required to strip away 
the restraints of the social structure that the nation 
is trying to grow out of even at seventy-plus. On that 
justification, the reservations already secured for 
women in panchayati raj institutions is a good move. 
The reservations would have worked even better if 
more women started getting elected even from the 
unreserved wards, moving beyond the quota on 
their own merit. This, they can achieve in two ways 
– with their performance as elected representatives 
and by leveraging their numbers. If women can de-
liver on the stereotype of being considerate and ef-
fective representatives, then voters elsewhere [out-
side the reserved wards] will demand women repre-
sentatives too, and as the demand gathers strength, 
political parties will begin offering even more tickets 
to women.

Before that can happen, however, the field will 
need to be leveled so that elected women repre-
sentatives acquire the critical mass required to tip-
over status quo. And one way of grassrooting such 
political empowerment would have been if reserva-
tions were also ensured at the Legislative Assembly 
and Parliament level. That Bill has, however, been 
allowed to lapse and clearly not just because the 
members of Parliament won’t allow the Parliament 
to function but obviously because they see the real 
potential of the ball that could start rolling if 33% of 
the State assemblies and Parliament were made up 
of women.

At present, women enjoy only token representa-
tion, and many of even these seats and tickets arrive 
to them through their pedigree. This constricts their 
feminist instincts, but if there were enough of them 
in positions of power and influence, real empower-
ment could be unleashed. It is perhaps this eventu-
ality that scares the establishment so much that its 
cohorts have managed to stall the Women’s Reserva-
tion Bill for twenty years. The Bill is of United Front 
Government vintage, introduced in the Lok Sabha in 
September 1996. Just like no one really remembers 
what the United Front Government at the Centre was, 
no one really remembers that there is this lapsed Bill 
in parliament. And so the charade continues. As for 
the Bill itself, it did not even call for a permanent 
reservation, but maybe it was its circulation through 
all constituencies that frightened the patriarchs. The 
Bill called for reserving 33% of the seats in the Lok 
Sabha and all state legislative assemblies for women. 
As per the draft, the seats were to be reserved for 
women on a rotation basis and would be determined 
by draw of lots, in such a way that a seat would be 
reserved only once in three consecutive general 
elections, meaning that over three elections, every 
constituency will get a chance to elect a woman rep-
resentative. The draft proposed that reservation of 
seats for women would cease to exist 15 years after 
the commencement of the amendment Act, i.e. after 
every constituency had received the opportunity 
to elect a woman representative. And the men who 
currently hold all power will not even allow that, for 
the obvious reason that if there are 33% women at 
all levels of decision-making at any given time, they 
could change how things are done. And that obvious-
ly scares the powers-that-be. That is also why this is 
an initiative that needs to be snatched and delivered. 

When can kids get the COVID-19 vaccine?

Women frequently experience sexual harassment 
at work, yet few claims ever reach a courtroom

JOSEPH A. SEINER
theconversation.com

Sexual harassment allegations against 
New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo, in-

cluding at least three from current or 
former aides, are a reminder of just how 
commonplace unwanted touching, prop-
ositioning and other inappropriate be-
havior is in the workplace.

My recent research explores the 
prevalence of toxic work environments 
– like the one described in Albany, New 
York – and just how startlingly com-
mon sexual harassment at work is.

I discovered that even when women 
try to find justice by suing their alleged 
abusers, their cases rarely see a courtroom.

AN ALL-TOO-COMMON EXPERI-
ENCE

My own extensive review of numer-
ous studies, surveys and reports shows 
that sexual harassment at work is a 
very common occurrence for women, 
regardless of age or income level.

The numerous studies and surveys 
reveal that the share of women who 
experience sexual harassment at work 
could be as low as 25% or as high as 
75%. The actual numbers varied con-
siderably, depending on industry, loca-
tion and how the question was worded, 
but they were generally quite high.

This kind of unlawful conduct oc-
curs across all sectors of the economy, 
but recent studies show a high preva-
lence of sexually hostile conduct asso-
ciated with workers in the gig economy 
and the fast-food industry.

WINNING CLAIMS GETS HARDER
Perhaps most troubling is the per-

ception – and unfortunate reality – that 
engaging in this conduct will result in 
no real consequences. Indeed, among 
women who have experienced unwant-
ed sexual advances in the workplace, 
almost all reported that male harassers 
usually go unpunished.

My review of case law and data 
bears this out.

The vast majority of sexual ha-
rassment claims are pursued through 

the civil courts and Title VII of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964. Unlike prose-
cution under criminal law, civil plain-
tiffs may sue for damages, and the bur-
den of proof is lower in these cases.

Additionally, criminal cases typi-
cally require more egregious conduct, 
such as a sexual assault, though some 
claims may proceed in both courts.

Under Title VII, harassment vic-
tims may sue their employer for sexual 
conduct that is deemed unwelcome, 
severe or pervasive, and when the em-
ployer has failed to properly act.

THE SUPREME COURT RAISES 
THE BAR

But, as the Supreme Court has be-
come increasingly conservative un-
der Chief Justice John Roberts, it has 
added additional procedural hurdles 
for all employment discrimination 
victims, including those pursuing 
sexual harassment claims.

Most notably, in cases brought in 
2007 and 2009, the Supreme Court 
articulated a rigid new standard for 
bringing civil claims – that the plain-
tiffs must allege a “plausible” claim 
for relief – which makes it far harder 
for workplace victims to bring them.

The plausibility standard is par-
ticularly difficult for employment 
discrimination plaintiffs to satisfy. 
These claims often require a showing 
of discriminatory intent, which can 
be difficult to establish early in a case.

The court also made it harder 
for women to aggregate their dis-
crimination claims after it raised the 
threshold for all class-action lawsuits 
in a 2011 case involving Walmart. 
This raised the bar for women who 
sue their employers alleging pay 
and promotion discrimination. The 
same higher standard now applies 
to class-action sexual harassment 
claims as well.

It’s often easier for a victim to pre-
vail when a supervisor is involved in 
the unlawful conduct because, where 
a hostile work environment is estab-
lished, the burden of proof shifts to 

the employer to show that it acted 
responsibly. But in 2013, the court 
changed who counts as a supervisor 
in the workplace, limiting it to some-
one with the power to hire, fire, pro-
mote or otherwise tangibly affect the 
accuser’s employment.

An analysis found that this quick-
ly resulted in 43 case dismissals.

Claims of sexual harassment with 
the U.S. Equal Employment Opportu-
nity Commission, the federal agency 
established to administer and en-
force civil rights laws against work-
place discrimination, have remained 
quite consistent over the past decade. 
Of the 6,500 to 8,000 or so cases each 
year, only about 3% to 6% ever make 
it to a jury trial.

What happens to the thousands of 
other cases is less clear because of the 
many variables and mixed reporting 
standards. Cases may be dismissed 
early in the case, during discovery or 
even right before trial. Compiling this 
data in any meaningful way can be 
difficult, if not impossible.

To add to this problem, many oth-
er cases are settled, often pursuant 
to a nondisclosure agreement, which 
means the parties can’t talk about 
what’s in it, so the exact outcome 
in these cases may never be public-
ly known. Indeed, many potential 
claims may even be settled before a 
case is ever filed, further skewing any 
case data in this area.

REJECTED CLAIMS
My analysis of some individual ha-

rassment claims is still quite reveal-
ing and shows that the courts are – in 
many instances – failing to give these 
claims the attention they deserve. 
These courts seem to be requiring an 
almost impossible level of detail by 
the plaintiffs early in the case.

For example, in one recent case, 
a federal court dismissed a claim in 
which the alleged victim, a custom-
er service agent and administra-
tive assistant, asserted in part that 
her co-worker rubbed his genitals 

against her buttocks. In rejecting the 
claim, the court found the allegations 
insufficient, concluding that the vic-
tim “fails [to] offer sufficient factual 
detail that would allow the court to 
reasonably infer the frequency in 
which [the co-worker’s] actions oc-
curred over the course of her employ-
ment with [the employer].”

Another court dismissed a claim in 
which the alleged victim, who worked 
as a janitor at a manufacturing facility, 
maintained that she was instructed 
by a manager not to speak with other 
workers without permission “because 
she was a married woman” and that 
her fellow employees would be “trying 
to sniff that.” The court held that the 
worker did not allege enough detail 
in the complaint to provide sufficient 
“facts to raise her right to relief above 
the speculative level.”

And in a case in which a prison 
worker alleged that she was required 
to observe while “a female visitor mas-
turbated in front of a male inmate” and 
overheard lewd language, the court 
found that there was not “a plausible 
hostile environment claim,” at least 
partially as a result of the court’s belief 
that the worker could not establish that 
any of the conduct occurred “because 
of Plaintiff’s sex.” In reaching this de-
cision, the court specifically relied on 
the newly rigid plausibility standard 
adopted by the Supreme Court.

Given the difficulty women have 
prevailing on these claims, it may 
not seem surprising that Cuomo has 
mounted a defense and resisted calls 
to resign from not only his Republi-
can rivals but members of his own 
Democratic Party as well.

Until employers and others are held 
to account in court for this type of un-
lawful harassing conduct, I believe that 
there will not be any relief for thou-
sands of victims of sexual harassment.

[the writer is Oliver 
Ellsworth Professor of Federal 

Practice & Professor of Law, 
University of South Carolina]

JAMES B. WOOD
thecoversation.com

A big question among parents and teachers as 
more schools reopen is when their kids will be 

vaccinated against COVID-19. Some have wondered 
whether the vaccine is even necessary for children. 
There is news on that front. In a press release on 
March 31, 2021, vaccine maker Pfizer suggested its 
vaccine is as effective in children ages 12-15 as it 
is in young adults. However the results of Pfizer’s 
vaccine trials in adolescents have not 
been fully released or reviewed by the 
Food and Drug Administration, and that 
will take several weeks.

Dr. James Wood, a pediatrician and 
assistant professor of pediatric infec-
tious diseases, explains what doctors 
know today about the risk children face 
of getting and spreading the coronavirus 
and when vaccines might be available.

DO KIDS REALLY NEED TO GET THE 
COVID-19 VACCINE?

The short answer is yes. A lot of stud-
ies have shown that COVID-19 isn’t as 
severe in children, particularly younger 
kids – but that doesn’t mean kids aren’t 
at risk of getting infected and potentially 
spreading the virus.

Children under 12 who get COVID-19 do tend 
to have mild illnesses or no symptoms, while teen-
agers seem to have responses somewhere between 
what adults and younger kids have experienced. 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
found that teens were about twice as likely to be 
diagnosed with COVID-19 as children ages 5-11.

Researchers are still trying to understand why 
we’re seeing these differences between older and 
younger kids. Behavior probably plays a part. Teen-
agers are more likely to engage in social or group 
activities, and they may or may not be wearing 
masks. Immune differences and biologic factors 
may also play a role. Non-SARS-CoV-2 coronavi-
ruses are common in children, often resulting in 
upper respiratory infection. Is their frequent expo-
sure to other coronaviruses helping protect them 
from severe COVID-19? That is one hypothesis. We 
know younger kids’ immune responses in general 
are different from adults, and likely play a role in 
protection.

It’s important to remember that while most 
children get only mild symptoms, they still face 
risks. At least 226 U.S. children with COVID-19 
have died, and thousands have been hospitalized.

The key to minimizing the risk is to make sure 
kids eventually get vaccinated, follow social dis-
tancing recommendations and wear masks.

ARE KIDS SPREADING THE VIRUS?
In a setting like a school where mask-wearing 

and social distancing are enforced, young kids 
seem to not spread the virus very much when the 
rules and guidelines are being followed. One CDC 
review found little difference in community cas-
es in counties with elementary schools open and 
those with remote learning.

If precautions aren’t being taken, children in-
fected with the coronavirus very well could spread 
it to adults. What isn’t clear yet is how great that 

risk is.
To keep schools as safe as possible, continuing 

schoolwide mask and social distancing policies will 
be important. With teenagers in particular, mask 
rules can’t hinge on whether the person has been 
vaccinated or not. Until herd immunity within the 
whole community is at a good level, social distanc-
ing and masking is still going to be the recommen-
dation.

SO, WHEN CAN KIDS GET VACCINATED?
Right now, the Pfizer vaccine is the only one in 

the U.S. authorized for teenagers as young as 16. 
Before kids under 16 can be vaccinated, clinical 
trials need to be completed in thousands of young 
volunteers to assess the vaccines’ safety and effica-
cy, and the results must be fully reviewed and then 
authorized by the Food and Drug Administration.

Pfizer said it expects to submit results from its 
adolescent trials for review soon. Vaccine manu-
facturer Moderna also has trials underway with 
adolescents. If their vaccines are shown to be 
safe and effective and regulators authorize them, 
kids 12 and up could be vaccinated before school 
starts in the fall.

Realistically, young children probably won’t be 
eligible for the vaccine until late fall or winter at the 
earliest. Moderna announced in mid-March that it 
had started testing its vaccine in children ages 6 
months to 11 years. Pfizer said it is also starting 

testing in young children, but these trials take time.
What’s different about the vaccines kids will 

get?The composition of the COVID-19 vaccines for 
children is the same as used in adults – the differ-
ence is that children may require a different dose.

The first step in vaccine trials is to figure out 
the right dose. The companies want to find the 
lowest possible dose that is both safe and pro-
duces a target level of antibodies. For example, 
Moderna uses a 100-microgram dose in adults. 
It is testing three different doses for children un-

der age 2 – 25, 50 and 100 
micrograms – and two doses 
for children over age 2, at 50 
and 100 micrograms.

Once the company deter-
mines the optimal dose, it 
will launch a placebo-con-
trolled trial to test its effec-
tiveness, in which some chil-
dren will get a placebo and 
some will get the vaccine.

A rigorous system for 
pediatric vaccine trials is 
well established in the U.S. 
These trials are key to as-
sessing the safety and effi-
cacy of vaccines in children, 

which can differ from adults.
I am optimistic that a safe and effective vaccine 

will be available for children. Thus far, there have 
not been any safety signals from either the adult 
or adolescent studies that have been worrying to 
me as a pediatrician, but the studies still need to be 
done in children.

HOW CAN PARENTS CREATE SAFE PLAYDATES 
FOR KIDS?

When I talk to parents, I explain that it’s a 
risk-versus-benefit question. Each family has a dif-
ferent tolerance.

From a medical standpoint, the mental health 
of kids and having them play with other kids is an 
important part of childhood.

I would say that unvaccinated kids playing in-
doors without masks on is still not a great idea. 
The risk is just too high at this point. As weather 
warms up, I would encourage kids to play out-
side. Ride bikes, play and socialize – just do it in 
a safe manner.

We all have pandemic fatigue, including medi-
cal professionals. As the weather gets warmer, I think 
everyone just wants to get back to normal. The worst 
thing we can do, right as we start to see a light at the 
end, is fall backward again – because that would just 
make it that much longer for everyone.

[the writer is Assistant Professor of Clinical 
Pediatrics, Indiana University School of Medicine]
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Nepal’s economy on road to recovery, economists say
SANGAM PRASAIN
Kathmandu, 01 Apr [Kathmand-
uPost]: In the last fiscal year 2019-
20 ended mid-July, Nepal suffered 
the first economic contraction in 
37 years as Covid-19 related social 
distancing measures and lockdowns 
paralysed the country.

A slow recovery in the ongoing 
fiscal year 2020-21 is expected to 
boost the growth rate to 2.7 percent, 
backed by a favourable monsoon 
and an optimistic outlook that the 
Covid-19 related disruptions will 
fade and government relief spending 
will materialise, a World Bank report 
released on Wednesday said.

As per the report entitled South 
Asia Economic Focus Spring 2021: 
South Asia Vaccinates, Nepal would 
recover gradually and achieve a 
growth rate of 3.9 percent in 2021-
22 and then 5.1 percent by 2022-23, 
based on the baseline projections 
of a successful domestic and global 
vaccination rollout and a gradual re-
sumption of international tourism, 
which is expected to fully recover 
after two years.

“There is a risk that political 
uncertainty, if prolonged, may un-
dermine investment sentiment,” the 
report said.

Another uncertainty in the way 
of faster recovery of the Nepali econ-
omy is the new waves of Covid-19 
infections in neighbouring India.

“Sources of risk to the outlook 
include possible new waves of 
Covid-19, as well as increased po-
litical uncertainties, following the 
dissolution of Parliament’s lower 
house in December 2020 and the 
Supreme Court’s February 2021 
decision to reinstate it,” said the 
report which included activities till 
March 25, 2021.

The government is yet to re-
view the growth forecast it had 
made initially.

Even though the Nepali econ-
omy was clearly heading towards 

a catastrophe as the months-long 
lockdown brought life to a standstill, 
confounding experts who struggled 
to make plausible predictions, the 
then finance minister Yuba Raj Kha-
tiwada had set a highly ambitious 
growth target of 7 percent.

Nepal imposed a complete lock-
down on March 24, a decision the 
government made after finding only 
the second Covid case in the country.

“It’s still uncertain. But given 
that Nepal will not witness the new 
waves of Covid-19 infections, and 
consumption and demand increases, 
we have roughly projected Nepal’s 
economic growth rate at 5 percent 
for this fiscal year,” said Hem Raj 
Regmi, deputy director general of 
the Central Bureau of Statistics.

“It’s mainly led by a growth in the 
agriculture sector, which contributes 
27 percent to the national economy.”

According to Regmi, the manu-
facturing and service sectors will see 
a gradual recovery because of the 
subdued demand. “Our economy is 
on track,” he said.

“A 5 percent growth sounds more 

reasonable to me,” said economist 
Biswo Poudel. “Except for transport 
and hospitality, the construction 
and manufacturing industries have 
revived. Imports and tax collection 
have returned to normal, and it’s a 
sign that the economy is getting back 
on track,” Poudel told the Post.

Last week, Nepal eased travel 
rules removing the quarantine re-
quirement for foreign tourists. Econ-
omists say that the move will help 
the country’s tourism to recover to 
some extent.

But the World Bank has warned 
that the new variants of the virus 
could thwart Nepal's plans to grad-
ually open up to tourism.

According to the Central Bureau 
of Statistics, in the fourth quarter 
of the last fiscal year 2019-20, the 
country’s economic growth rate, or 
output of the gross domestic prod-
uct, plunged 15.4 percent compared 
to the same period in 2018-19, 
which resulted in a year-on-year 
negative growth rate of 1.99 percent.

The annual growth rate went into 
negative territory for the first time 

in 37 years. In 1982-83, Nepal’s eco-
nomic growth rate had sunk to -2.97 
percent, according to World Bank 
data. This was the seventh negative 
growth rate Nepal had seen since the 
then Ministry of Economic Planning 
started compiling the National Ac-
counts Statistics in 1961-62.

According to the World Bank, 
industrial activities are likely to re-
main below pre-pandemic levels un-
til early 2022-23.

Nepal’s growth averaged 4.9 per-
cent over the fiscal years 2008-09 to 
2018-19, supported by remittance 
inflows but constrained by struc-
tural vulnerabilities and periodic 
shocks.

Natural disasters, such as the 
April 2015 earthquake and recur-
ring floods and landslides, and ex-
ternal developments, such as border 
closures, trade disruptions and the 
recent pandemic, depressed growth 
and impacted livelihoods, the report 
said.

While the lockdown impacted all 
sectors of the economy, they dispro-
portionately affected workers en-

gaged in subsistence activities, who 
make up over half of the country's 
workforce. International border re-
strictions and economic downturns 
abroad also forced thousands of Ne-
pali migrants to return home, elevat-
ing the risk that many households 
who have relied on remittances and 
informal sector jobs may fall back 
into poverty.

A nationwide lockdown from 
March-July 2020 impacted econom-
ic activity in the last four months 
of 2019-20. As a result, output con-
tracted by an estimated 1.9 percent 
in the last fiscal year. Wholesale and 
retail trade, tourism, transport and 
associated services such as hotels 
and restaurants—which are all im-
portant drivers of growth—were 
particularly impacted.

The World Bank said that in the 
first half of fiscal 2020-21 (mid-July 
2020 to mid-January 2021), growth 
remained sluggish, given that tour-
ism stalled and private investment 
was constrained by risk aversion 
and uncertainty.

However, there were incipient 
signs of recovery in wholesale and 
retail trade, transport and financial 
services, as containment measures 
were gradually eased. Subdued de-
mand and adequate food supply 
brought year-on-year consumer 
price inflation to a three-year low of 
3.7 percent, the report said.

Given modest levels of foreign 
direct investment, external conces-
sional loans financed the current 
account deficit. Official foreign ex-
change reserves reached $11.3 bil-
lion by mid-January 2021—equiva-
lent to 11.3 months of imports.

A recent World Bank Covid mon-
itoring survey suggests that the pan-
demic-related economic slowdown 
had a major impact on jobs and in-
comes, with more than two in five 
economically active workers report-
ing a job loss or prolonged work ab-
sence in 2020.

Two new COVID-19 cases in 
Andamans; tally at 5,083

85th anniversary of Odisha formation day celebrated

Bengal 
polls: BJP 
candidate's 
car 
vandalised, 
3 held
Keshpur (WB), Apr 
1 (PTI): BJP candidate 
from Keshpur assembly 
constituency Tanmay 
Ghosh's vehicle was on 
Thursday vandalised al-
legedly by supporters of 
the Trinamool Congress, 
police said. Three per-
sons have been arrested 
in connection with the 
incident, they said.

An unidentified 
group of people at-
tacked Ghosh's vehicle 
with bricks and bamboo 
sticks, and also vandal-
ised cars of media per-
sonnel, a police officer 
said. A team of central 
forces have reached the 
spot, an Election Com-
mission official said.

The EC has also 
sought a report from the 
administration.

A TMC worker iden-
tified as Uttam Dolui was 
stabbed to death late last 
night in Keshpur area in 
Paschim Medinipur dis-
trict, hours before poll-
ing started in the area.

Voting is underway 
in 30 constituencies of 
West Bengal, including 
the high-profile Nandi-
gram seat, in the second 
phase of the West Bengal 
assembly elections.

EC issues 
show cause 
notice to BJP 
leader Sarma
New Delhi, Apr 1 
(PTI): The Election Com-
mission on Thursday is-
sued a show cause notice 
to Assam minister and 
BJP leader Himanta Biswa 
Sarma for allegedly mak-
ing threatening remarks 
against opposition leader 
Hagrama Mohilary of the 
Bodoland People's Front.

He has been asked to 
respond to the notice by 
5 pm on April 2.

The Congress had ap-
proached the EC alleging 
that Sarma had threat-
ened to send Mohilary to 
jail by misusing the NIA.

The Bodoland Peo-
ple's Front is an ally of 
the Congress in Assam.

Assembly elections in 
Assam are being held in 
three phases. While the 
first phase was on March 
27, voting in the second 
phase is underway on 
Thursday.The last phase 
is on April 6.

The notice to Sarma 
cited various provisions 
of the model code, in-
cluding the one dealing 
with refraining from mak-
ing unverified allegations 
against political rivals and, 
avoiding "corrupt practic-
es" and offences under the 
election law, such as brib-
ing of voters, intimidation 
of voters, impersonation 
of voters.

"...the Commission is, 
prima facie, of the view 
that that Sarma has vio-
lated the above said provi-
sions of the Model Code of 
Conduct," the notice read.

It also quoted tran-
script of the speech pro-
vided by the state elec-
tion machinery.

"If Hagrama does ex-
tremism with Batha he 
will go to jail. This is a 
straight talk. If Hagrama 
encourages Batha, he 
will go to jail. Already got 
lot of evidence. This case 
is beinq qiven to NIA," 
according to a portion 
of Sarma's speech made 
part of the notice.

Govt extends AFSPA in 3 
districts of Arunachal Pradesh

Bhubaneswar, Apr 1 (PTI): The 
85th anniversary of 'Utkala Diba-
sa', which marks the formation of 
Odisha, was celebrated across the 
state as President Ram Nath Kov-
ind, Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik 
greeted people on the occasion.

Several programmes were or-
ganised across the state as the day 
was observed to commemorate 
the sacrifices made by people for 
the formation of Odisha as a sepa-
rate state on this day in 1936 when 
it was carved out of the combined 
Bengal- Bihar-Orissa province.

Patnaik said "peace and prog-
ress are the new identities" of Odi-
sha now as the state has achieved 
new feats in different sectors.

"Odisha has made significant 
progress in various fields. We need 
to turn the development process 
into a mass movement," the chief 

minister said on Twitter.
During his visit to Cuttack on 

the occasion, Patnaik unveiled two 
statues of Mahatma Gandhi and 
Utkalmani Gopabandhu Dash.

He paid tributes to the legends 
and reformers like Utkala Gaurav 
Madhusudan Das, Maharaja Ra-
machandra Bhanjadeo, Maharaja 
Krushna Chandra Gajapati, Raja 
Baikunthanath Dey, Fakir Mohan 
Senapati, Gangadhar Meher and 
Gourishankar Ray.

"Utkalmani worked unselfishly 
for Odisha and his service will in-
spire people of the state," he said.

Kovind wished for the progress 
of the state on the occasion of Ut-
kala Dibasa.

"Congratulations to all, espe-
cially the people of Odisha on Utkal 
Day. The country is proud of the 
unique cultural heritage, natural 
beauty, architecture, handicrafts, 

and dance of this land, which con-
vey the eternal message of love 
and peace to humanity," he said on 
the microblogging site.

In his message, Modi tweeted, 
"Greetings on the special occa-
sion of Utkala Dibasa. I bow to the 
unique culture of Odisha. The peo-
ple of Odisha have contributed im-
mensely to India's progress. May 
the people of the state be blessed 
with happiness and good health."

Vice President M Venkaiah 
Naidu and Odisha Governor Gane-
shi Lal also greeted people of the 
state on the occasion.

People from different walks 
of life paid tributes separately to 
the late leaders who had fought 
for the state's identity, though the 
government did not allow gather-
ings of more than 200 people as a 
measure to contain the spread of 
COVID-19.

New Delhi, Apr 1 (PTI): 
The Centre has extended 
the Armed Forces (Spe-
cial Powers) Act in three 
districts of Arunachal 
Pradesh besides four 
police station areas in 
three other districts 
bordering Assam by an-
other six months, and de-
clared them "disturbed" 
in view of continuing ac-
tivities of banned insur-
gent groups.

According to a no-
tification issued by the 
Ministry of Home Af-
fairs, Tirap, Changlang 
and Longding districts of 
Arunachal Pradesh and 
four police stations bor-
dering Assam were de-
clared "disturbed" areas 
under the AFSPA.

"Tirap, Changlang 
and Longding districts in 
Arunachal Pradesh and 
the areas falling within 
the jurisdiction of the 
following four police sta-
tions in other districts 
of Arunachal Pradesh, 

bordering the state of 
Assam, are declared as 
'disturbed area' under 
Section 3 of the Armed 
Forces (Special Powers) 
Act, 1958 up to Septem-
ber 30, 2021 with effect 
from April 1, 2021, un-
less withdrawn earlier," 
the notification said.

The four police sta-
tions are Namsai and Ma-
hadevpur police stations 
in Namsai district, Roing 

police station in Lower 
Dibang Valley district 
and Sunpura police sta-
tion in Lohit district.

The decision was tak-
en following a review 
of the law and order 
situation in the three 
districts and the four 
police station areas 
concerned, a home min-
istry official said.

The AFSPA empow-
ers security forces to ar-

rest a person without a 
warrant, enter or search 
a premises without a 
warrant along with some 
other actions. Banned 
insurgent groups Na-
tional Socialist Council 
of Nagaland (NSCN-K), 
United Liberation Front 
Of Assam (ULFA) and Na-
tional Democratic Front 
of Boroland (NDFB) are 
active in these areas of 
Arunachal Pradesh.

Port Blair, Apr 1 (PTI): 
The COVID-19 caseload 
in Andaman and Nico-
bar Islands rose to 5,083 
as two more persons 
have tested positive for 
the disease in the Union 
Territory, a health de-
partment official said on 
Thursday.

The fresh cases were 
detected during contact 
tracing, he said.

The death toll re-
mained at 62 as no new 
fatality due to the infec-
tion was reported in the 
last 24 hours.

No one was cured 
of the disease during 
the period, and the total 
number of recoveries in 
the archipelago stood at 
4,976, the official said.

The Union Territory 
now has 45 active cases.

Despite a steady 
inflow of tourists into 
Andaman and Nico-
bar Islands, the overall 
COVID-19 situation in 

the archipelago is under 
control, he said.

According to the of-
ficial, the local adminis-
tration has been strict to 
ensure that health safety 
protocols are followed to 
contain the spread of the 
disease.

People arriving here 
by flights or reaching 
by ships from Kolkata 
or Chennai are manda-
torily required to show 
a negative coronavirus 
report before the author-
ities allow them to enter 
the islands. The tour-

ism industry, which was 
severely hit due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, has 
started witnessing an 
inflow of 700-800 trav-
ellers daily as all the ma-
jor tourist destinations 
in the islands have been 
opened, he said.

Altogether, 12,580 
health professionals 
and frontline workers 
have been inoculated 
till Wednesday, and 
4,940 people above 45 
years of age have re-
ceived the vaccine shots, 
the official said. 
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Osaka’s win streak ends, Medvedev 
also loses at Miami Open

MIAMI (AP): As Naomi Osa-
ka’s 23-match winning streak 
neared an end Wednesday, she 
paused before serving to crane 
her neck and study the sky, as 
if seeking intervention from 
above. Then she carried on, 
and so did No. 23-seeded Maria 
Sakkari, who upset Osaka 6-0, 
6-4 in the quarterfinals of the 
Miami Open. “The more stuff 
like this happens, the more I’ll 
learn from it,” the No. 2-ranked 
Osaka said. Osaka’s defeat was 
her first since February 2020, 
and it ended any chance of re-
claiming the No. 1 ranking this 
week from Ash Barty, who is in 
the semifinals.

The men’s favorite depart-
ed nearly 12 hours later when 
No. 1-seeded Daniil Medvedev 
lost to No. 7 seed Roberto Bau-
tista Agut of Spain, 6-4, 6-2. 
Medvedev mangled his racket 
in anger after he lost serve to 
fall behind late in the first set, 
and little went right for him 
the rest of the way.

“If he broke a racket, it’s 
because he lost his patience,” 
Bautista Agut said. “I think I 
did some great things to put 
him under pressure and feel 
like this.”

Medvedev fell to 0-3 against 
Bautista Agut, one of the six 
players left in the men’s draw. 
None has won a Masters 1000 
event. Sakkari will next play 
No. 8-seeded Bianca Andree-

scu of Canada, who dropped 
serve eight times but still out-
lasted unseeded Sara Sorribes 
Tormo 6-4, 3-6, 6-3.

“I’m super proud of how I 
handled it tonight, because it 
wasn’t easy,” Andreescu said. 
“My body was giving out, and 
then my mind gave out at one 
point, because I was just think-
ing about how tired I was.” 
The other women’s semifinal 
Thursday will pit Barty against 
No. 5 Elina Svitolina. Osaka 
won her fourth Grand Slam 

title at the Australian Open 
in February, but in five Miami 
appearances she has never ad-
vanced beyond the quarterfi-
nals. She said couldn’t get com-
fortable on the tournament’s 
hard-court surface.

“I felt like I haven’t been 
playing well this whole tour-
nament, like I couldn’t find 
a groove,” she said. Against 
Sakkari, the only Greek wom-
an ranked in the top 250, Osa-
ka lost 15 consecutive points 
on her serve to fall behind 

and blew a 4-1 lead in the 
second set. She faced a break 
point on seven of her eight 
service games. “Today’s ser-
vice problems kind of came 
out of nowhere,” Osaka said. 
“My first serve wasn’t going in 
at all today.”

Sakkari earned her sixth 
career win over a top-five 
opponent. She’s still in the 
tournament only because she 
saved six match points in the 
previous round before beating 
American Jessica Pegula.

In men’s play, 19-year-old 
Italian Jannik Sinner earned 
his first semifinal berth in an 
ATP Tour top-level event by 
beating No. 32-seeded Alexan-
der Bublik 7-6 (5), 6-4. Bublik 
smiled as he congratulated the 
No. 21-seeded Sinner at the 
net. “You’re not a human, man,” 
Bublik joked. “You’re 15 years 
old and you play like this? 
Good job.” Sinner will face Bau-
tista Agut on Friday.

Osaka made just 41% of 
her first serves and paid a 
price, because Sakkari aggres-
sively attacked the second set. 
Sakkari also served well and 
would repeatedly extend ral-
lies until Osaka made an error.

“I don’t think it was the 
best tennis I played in my life,” 
Sakkari said. “I just did what I 
had to do.”

Osaka took a 40-0 lead in 
the opening game, but didn’t 
win another point on her 
serve until the second set. 
When she ended the drought, 
she received a big ovation 
from the small crowd, which 
she followed up with her best 
stretch of tennis. But Sakkari 
rallied. From 40-0 down she 
won five consecutive points, 
hitting one last thunderous 
return to break for a 5-4 
lead. She then coolly served 
out the victory. “I just real-
ly enjoyed myself out there,” 
Sakkari said.

Beijing begins to test venues 
for 2022 Winter Olympics

BEIJING (AP): The organizers of the 2022 Beijing 
Winter Olympics started 10 days of testing Thurs-
day for the hockey and other indoor venues.

A curling mixed doubles competition was 
held at the refashioned “Water Cube,” where an 
ice surface has been laid over the pool that hosted 
the swimming events at the 2008 Olympics.

Men’s hockey players drilled at the nearby 
National Indoor Stadium, another venue built for 
the 2008 Games. Figure skating and speedskating 
venues will also be given a run-through during 
the April 1-10 test events.

Because of the coronavirus pandemic, only 
Chinese athletes are participating in the test 
events, which normally would attract top inter-
national competitors who want to get a feel for 
the venues before the Olympics.

Questions remain about whether and how the 
Olympics should be held amid the pandemic. This 
year’s Tokyo Olympics are scheduled to go ahead, 
but without any fans from overseas. Beijing or-
ganizers have pledged a safe Olympics, but have 
not announced details yet on any virus-related 
restrictions that might be put in place.

China has strict rules that limit who can come 
into the country. Anyone who does, with very limit-
ed exceptions, must quarantine for 14 days in a des-
ignated hotel. Journalists covering the test events 
were required to get temperature checks before en-
tering the venues and wear face masks inside.

Detectives find cause of Tiger 
Woods crash but won’t reveal

Drummond leaves debut with 
bruised toe, Bucks beat LA 112-97

LOS ANGELES (AP): Andre Drummond left his 
Lakers debut with a bruised right toe, and Jrue 
Holiday scored 28 points in the Milwaukee Bucks’ 
112-97 victory over Los Angeles on Wednesday 
night. Giannis Antetokounmpo had 25 points 
and 10 rebounds, and Khris Middleton added 
17 points and eight assists as the Bucks snapped 
their three-game losing streak with a workman-
like victory over the depleted defending NBA 
champions, who are still without LeBron James 
and Anthony Davis.

Drummond scored four points in 14 minutes 
before limping off the court early in the third 
quarter after trying to play without the toenail on 
his big right toe. The nail was completely ripped 
off in the first quarter when Bucks center Brook 
Lopez stepped on Drummond’s foot, but Drum-
mond said he didn’t notice the extent of the in-
jury until halftime, even though it was “very, 
very painful.” “To have this happen to me in the 
first game is kind of deflating for me, but my head 
is high,” said Drummond, who hadn’t played in a 
game for Cleveland since Feb. 12. “I’m going to take 
it game by game and come back better than ever.”

X-rays were negative on Los Angeles’ new 
center, but the bruise adds another injury prob-
lem to the Lakers’ list ahead of a tough schedule 
in April. James missed his sixth straight game for 
the Lakers with a sprained right ankle, and Davis 
missed his 20th consecutive game with a right 
calf injury.

“We don’t worry about that,” coach Frank Vo-
gel said of the Lakers’ mounting injury woes. “We 
worry about the guys in uniform. We know we 
have enough. We have a deep team. We’ve been 
playing better basketball, and we know we can 
win. Our group is going to grind.” Montrezl Har-
rell scored 19 points and Dennis Schröder add-
ed 17 points for the Lakers’ supporting cast, but 
their two-game winning streak ended against the 
powerhouse Bucks, who rebounded smartly from 
a blowout loss to the Clippers.

“I think it was important (because) the start-
ers hadn’t played well for the last two games,” 
Milwaukee coach Mike Budenholzer said. “They 
have high standards, high expectations of each 
other. They’ve set the bar high. We need to come 
out play well, play hard. There was a little bit of 
that tonight.”

TIP-INS
Bucks: Bobby Portis missed his fourth 

straight game under the NBA’s health and safety 
protocols. ... PJ Tucker missed his fourth straight 
game with a strained left calf. ... Donte DiVincenzo 
was called for a flagrant foul on Kentavious Cald-
well-Pope in the third quarter.

Lakers: Kyle Kuzma scored 16 points, but 
went 1 for 9 on 3-pointers. ... They hit eight of 
their first 12 3-pointers, a solid effort by a team 
ranked 23rd in 3-point shooting percentage. 
They then missed 22 of their final 24.

ANTETOKOUNMPO BROTHERS
Giannis Antetokounmpo and his two brothers 

shared the court for 52 seconds late in the fourth 
quarter. Thanasis Antetokounmpo is Giannis’ 
teammate with the Bucks, while Kostas Antetok-
ounmpo is a Lakers reserve.

The Greek brothers also gathered on the court 
after the buzzer for a hug and a memorable con-
versation.

“You can never have a feeling like this,” Gi-
annis said. “This moment, seeing the guys I grew 
up with, we slept in the same bed, we were look-
ing at the ceiling and just wondering if we were 
ever going to play in the NBA, to be on the court 
and have our mother watching and videotaping 
... I think this is the best moment I’ve ever had in 
the NBA.”

Giannis checked out of the game after just five 
simultaneous possessions for the three brothers, 
but he watched gleefully from the bench as Tha-
nasis drilled a step-back 3-pointer over Kostas 
with 1:01 to play. 

Freshmen phenoms say women 
should be able to turn pro sooner

SAN ANTONIO (AP): Tal-
ented freshmen Paige 
Bueckers and Caitlin 
Clark wouldn’t mind hav-
ing the option to enter 
the WNBA draft this year.

There is no one-and-
done choices for female 
players because of the 
league’s longstanding eli-
gibility rules for the draft 
that haven’t really been a 
major part of WNBA Col-
lective Bargaining Agree-
ment negotiations.

“I’m a believer in liv-
ing in the now and right 
now I don’t have that 
choice,” said Bueckers, 
the UConn phenom who 
was honored Wednesday 
as the first freshman to 
be named The Associat-
ed Press women’s bas-
ketball player of the year. 
“I’m focused on college 
right now. In the future, 
I feel like that option for 
future college students 
might be there.” The 
WNBA Players’ Union 
has thought about it.

Sue Bird, who is on 
the WNBA Players’ Union 
executive council, said 
earlier this week that 
the issue was brought 
up briefly in CBA nego-
tiations with the league 
last year, but with so 
many issues to deal with, 
it wasn’t revisited and 
the current CBA runs 
through 2027.

“It wasn’t the priori-
ty in the moment,” Bird 
said. “I think what’s in-
teresting in this conver-
sation is, I think players 
should have a choice, al-
ways. Players should al-
ways have a choice.”

WNBA Commission-
er Cathy Engelbert has 
said since she began her 
tenure that it is a player’s 
first league and if an is-
sue is important to play-
ers, she’d listen.

That’s good, because 
the conversation has be-
gun since Bueckers and 
Clark would likely be 
high draft picks this year, 
maybe even 1-2, if they 
could declare to turn pro.

Clark, who led the 
NCAA in scoring this 

season and was second 
in assists, feels that the 
women’s players should 
be allowed to turn pro 
after their freshman year, 
like the men can. “Boys 
have it, so why can’t the 
women’s game have it 
as well?” the Iowa fresh-
man said. “It’s not some-
thing I’ve thought about 
a lot since it’s never been 
something for women.”

The draft eligibility 
rules have been in place 
since the start of the 
WNBA in 1997.

American-born play-
ers have to either have 
graduated or be on track 
to graduate the year of 
the draft to be eligible. 
They also would be eli-
gible if they turned 22 in 
the year of the draft or be 
four years removed from 
high school and have re-
nounced any remaining 
NCAA eligibility.

There have only been 
a handful of non-senior 
college players to enter 
the draft early over the 
last decade.

International players 
are allowed to enter the 
draft at 20 years of age, 
but usually they’ve been 
playing professionally 
overseas since they were 
teenagers. Diana Taurasi 
agreed with Bird that 
having the option is key.

“I think the next step 
is to have the choice,” 
Taurasi said. “Will kids 
do it? Probably not. We 
should have that option. 
If you’re the best at your 
profession you should be 
able to get better.”

Bueckers’ good friend 
Jalen Suggs, the outstand-
ing freshman point guard 
for top-ranked Gonzaga in 
the men’s NCAA Tourna-
ment, will be a top pick in 
the NBA draft this year if he 
turns pro, while Bueckers 
will return to Connecticut.

“Two kids from the 
same neighborhood, 
same background, same 
everything go to school 
3,000 miles apart, Their 
paths are 3,000 miles dif-
ferent,” said UConn coach 
Geno Auriemma.  

LOS ANGELES (AP): 
The Los Angeles County 
sheriff says detectives 
have determined what 
caused Tiger Woods to 
crash his SUV last month 
in Southern California 
but would not release 
details Wednesday, citing 
unspecified privacy con-
cerns for the golf star.

Woods suffered seri-
ous injuries in the Feb. 
23 crash when he struck 
a raised median around 
7 a.m. in Rolling Hills 
Estates, just outside Los 
Angeles. The Genesis SUV 
he was driving crossed 
through two oncoming 
lanes and uprooted a tree 
on a downhill stretch 
that police said is known 
for wrecks. Woods is in 
Florida recovering from 
multiple surgeries.

Sheriff Alex Villanue-
va has been criticized for 
his comments about the 
crash, calling it “purely 
an accident” and saying 
there was no evidence 
of impairment. Woods 
told deputies he did not 
know how the crash 
occurred and didn’t re-
member driving. He was 
unconscious when a wit-
ness first approached 
the mangled SUV. But a 
sheriff ’s deputy said the 
athlete later appeared 
to be in shock but was 
conscious and able to an-
swer basic questions.

Investigators did not 
seek a search warrant for 
Woods’ blood samples, 
which could be screened 
for drugs and alcohol. In 
2017, Woods checked 
himself into a clinic for 
help in dealing with pre-
scription drug medica-
tion after a DUI charge in 
his home state of Florida.

Detectives, however, 
did obtain a search war-
rant for the data recorder 
of the 2021 Genesis GV80 
SUV, known as a black 
box. Villanueva would 
not say Wednesday what 
data had been found in 
the black box.

“A cause has been 
determined, the inves-
tigation has concluded,” 
Villanueva said during a 
live social media event 
Wednesday in response 
to a question posed by 
The Associated Press.

But Villanueva 
claimed investigators 
need permission from 
Woods — who previous-
ly named his yacht “Pri-
vacy” — to release infor-
mation about the crash.

“We have reached out 
to Tiger Woods and his 
personnel,” Villanueva 
said. “There’s some pri-
vacy issues on releasing 
information on the inves-
tigation so we’re going 
to ask them if they waive 
the privacy and then we 
will be able to do a full 
release on all the infor-
mation regarding the ac-
cident.”

Woods’ agent at Excel 
Sports, Mark Steinberg, 
did not respond to an 
email Wednesday.

“We have all the con-
tents of the black box, 
we’ve got everything,” 
Villanueva said. “It’s com-
pleted, signed, sealed 
and delivered. However, 
we can’t release it with-
out the permission of the 
people involved in the 
collision.”

Hours after the social 
media event, the sher-
iff ’s department posted 

a message on Twitter 
saying that the release of 
such reports falls under 
California’s vehicle code.

“When we are able, 
we intend to release 
the information learned 
during the traffic colli-
sion investigation” that 
involved Woods, the 
tweet stated.

The section of state 
cod e cited by the sher-
iff ’s department does 
not govern the release of 
the information outside 
the so-called “accident 
reports.” It says those re-
ports must be confiden-
tial but can be disclosed 
“to any person who may 
have a proper interest 
therein.”

Greg Risling, a 
spokesperson for the Los 
Angeles County district 
attorney, said in an email 
Wednesday that no felo-
ny or misdemeanor com-
plaints against Woods 
had been filed through 
their office regarding the 
crash.

Villanueva’s state-
ment about privacy is-
sues did not make sense 
to Joseph Giacalone, a 
professor at the John Jay 
College of Criminal Jus-
tice and a retired New 
York City Police Depart-
ment sergeant, who has 
criticized the sheriff ’s 
response to the Woods 
incident from the start.

“I don’t think I’ve 
ever seen a department 
ever ask for permission 
like that,” he said. “What 
happens if his lawyers 
say ‘no, you can’t send it 
out now.’ And then where 
does that leave us?”

Giacalone said it’s 
unlikely that deputies 
would have sought the 
permission of non-ce-
lebrity victims in sim-
ilar crashes to release 
information. If the 
sheriff ’s hesitancy 
stemmed from a po-
tential medical episode 
behind the wheel, Gia-
calone said authorities 
could simply say it was 
a medical emergency 
without giving addi-
tional details.

“I don’t think they 
would have asked any 
family member of us if 
they can come out with 
it,” he said.

Woods is from the 
Los Angeles area and 
was back home to host 
his PGA tournament, the 
Genesis Invitational at 
Riviera Country Club, 
which ended two days 
before the crash. He was 
driving an SUV loaned to 
him by the tournament.

Woods has never 
gone an entire year with-
out playing, dating back 
to his first PGA Tour 
event as a 16-year-old in 
high school.
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7 Hong Kong democracy leaders 
convicted as China clamps down

HONG KONG (AP): Sev-
en of Hong Kong’s lead-
ing pro-democracy advo-
cates, including a media 
tycoon and an 82-year-
old veteran of the move-
ment, were convicted 
Thursday for organizing 
and participating in a 
march during massive 
anti-government pro-
tests in 2019 that trig-
gered a crackdown on 
dissent.

The verdict was the 
latest blow to the flagging 
democracy movement as 
the governments in Hong 
Kong and Beijing tight-
en the screws in their 
efforts to exert greater 
control over the semi-au-
tonomous Chinese terri-
tory. Hong Kong had en-
joyed a vibrant political 
culture and freedoms not 
seen elsewhere in China 
during the decades it was 
a British colony. Beijing 
had pledged to allow the 
city to retain those free-
doms for 50 years when 
it took the territory back 
in 1997, but recently it 
has ushered in a series 
of measures that many 
fear are a step closer to 
making Hong Kong no 
different from cities on 
the mainland.

Jimmy Lai, the owner 
of the outspoken Apple 
Daily tabloid; Martin Lee, 
the octogenarian founder 
of the city’s Democratic 
Party; and five former 
pro-democracy lawmak-
ers were found guilty in 
a ruling handed down by 
a district judge. They face 
up to five years in prison. 
Two other former law-
makers charged in the 
same case had pleaded 
guilty earlier.

According to the rul-
ing, six of the seven de-
fendants convicted on 
Thursday, including Lee 
and Lai, carried a banner 
that criticized police and 
called for reforms as they 
left Victoria Park on Aug. 
18, 2019, and led a pro-
cession through the cen-
ter of the city. The other 
defendant, Margaret Yee, 
joined them on the way 
and helped carry the 
banner.

Police had given per-
mission for a rally at Vic-
toria Park but had reject-
ed an application from 
the organizer, the Civil 
Human Rights Front, for 
the march.

Organizers estimat-
ed that 1.7 million peo-
ple marched that day in 
opposition to a bill that 
would have allowed sus-
pects to be extradited to 
mainland China for trial 
— a measure that infuri-

ated Hong Kongers who 
cherish their distinct jus-
tice system and sparked 
months of demonstra-
tions that sometimes 
led to violent clashes 
between protesters and 
police.

The legislation was 
eventually withdrawn, 
but the fuse was lit, and 
the protesters’ demands 
expanded to include 
calls for full democra-
cy. Instead, Beijing has 
responded by cracking 
down even harder on 
dissent, including a new 
national security law and 
changes last month that 
will significantly reduce 
the number of directly 
elected seats in Hong 
Kong’s legislature. As a 
result of the clampdown, 
most of Hong Kong’s 
outspoken activists are 
now in jail or in self-exile 
abroad.

Former lawmaker 

Lee Cheuk-yan, who was 
among those convict-
ed Thursday, expressed 
disappointment in the 
verdict, saying he and 
his fellow residents have 
the constitutional right 
to march. Lee is known 
for helping to organize 
annual candlelight vigils 
in Hong Kong on the an-
niversary of the bloody 
crackdown on pro-de-
mocracy protests in Bei-
jing’s Tiananmen Square 
in 1989.

“We are firm that we 
have the right to assem-
ble,” he said. “It is our 
badge of honor to be in 
jail for walking together 
with the people of Hong 
Kong.”

Six of the nine defen-
dants in the case have 
been released on bail 
on the condition they 
do not leave Hong Kong 
and they hand in all their 
travel documents. They 

are due back in court on 
April 16, where mitiga-
tion pleas will be heard 
before sentencing.

Lai is among those 
who remains jailed on 
other charges, including 
collusion with foreign 
forces to intervene in 
the city’s affairs, a new 
crime under the national 
security law imposed on 
the city in 2020 by the 
central government in 
Beijing.

The law has put a chill 
on dissent, all but quash-
ing public protest, which 
was already diminished 
because of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Authorities 
have used the sweep-
ing legislation to arrest 
prominent pro-democra-
cy advocates. They have 
also detained activists 
on other charges, such 
as participating in illegal 
assemblies.

Lee, a former law-
maker, has been an ad-
vocate for human rights 
and democracy in the city 
since the former British 
colony was returned to 
China in 1997, though he 
disagreed with the vio-
lent tactics adopted by 
some of the protesters in 
2019.

Ahead of Thursday’s 
court session, some 
of the defendants and 
their supporters gath-
ered outside the court, 
shouting “Oppose po-
litical persecution” and 
“Five demands, not one 
less,” in reference to 
demands by democracy 
supporters that include 
amnesty for those ar-
rested in the protests 
as well as universal suf-
frage in the territory.

Ancient coins may solve mystery 
of murderous 1600s pirate

WARWICK, R.I. (AP): A handful of 
coins unearthed from a pick-your-own-
fruit orchard in rural Rhode Island and 
other random corners of New England 
may help solve one of the planet’s old-
est cold cases.

The villain in this tale: a murderous 
English pirate who became the world’s 
most-wanted criminal after plundering 
a ship carrying Muslim pilgrims home 
to India from Mecca, then eluded cap-
ture by posing as a slave trader.

“It’s a new history of a nearly per-
fect crime,” said Jim Bailey, an amateur 
historian and metal detectorist who 
found the first intact 17th-century Ara-
bian coin in a meadow in Middletown.

That ancient pocket change — the 
oldest ever found in North America — 
could explain how pirate Capt. Henry 
Every vanished into the wind.

On Sept. 7, 1695, the pirate ship 
Fancy, commanded by Every, ambushed 
and captured the Ganj-i-Sawai, a royal 
vessel owned by Indian emperor Au-
rangzeb, then one of the world’s most 
powerful men. Aboard were not only 
the worshipers returning from their 
pilgrimage, but tens of millions of dol-
lars’ worth of gold and silver.

What followed was one of the most 
lucrative and heinous robberies of all 
time.

Historical accounts say his band 
tortured and killed the men aboard the 
Indian ship and raped the women be-
fore escaping to the Bahamas, a haven 
for pirates. But word quickly spread of 
their crimes, and English King William 
III — under enormous pressure from 
a scandalized India and the East India 
Company trading giant — put a large 
bounty on their heads.

“If you Google ‘first worldwide man-
hunt,’ it comes up as Every,” Bailey said. 
“Everybody was looking for these guys.”

Until now, historians only knew 
that Every eventually sailed to Ireland 
in 1696, where the trail went cold. But 
Bailey says the coins he and others have 
found are evidence the notorious pirate 
first made his way to the American col-
onies, where he and his crew used the 
plunder for day-to-day expenses while 
on the run.

The first complete coin surfaced in 
2014 at Sweet Berry Farm in Middle-
town, a spot that had piqued Bailey’s 
curiosity two years earlier after he 
found old colonial coins, an 18th-centu-
ry shoe buckle and some musket balls.

Waving a metal detector over the 
soil, he got a signal, dug down and hit 
literal paydirt: a darkened, dime-sized 
silver coin he initially assumed was ei-
ther Spanish or money minted by the 
Massachusetts Bay Colony.

Peering closer, the Arabic text on 
the coin got his pulse racing. “I thought, 
‘Oh my God,’” he said.

Research confirmed the exotic coin 
was minted in 1693 in Yemen. That im-
mediately raised questions, Bailey said, 
since there’s no evidence that Amer-
ican colonists struggling to eke out a 
living in the New World traveled to any-
where in the Middle East to trade until 
decades later.

Since then, other detectorists have 
unearthed 15 additional Arabian coins 
from the same era — 10 in Massachu-
setts, three in Rhode Island and two 
in Connecticut. Another was found in 

North Carolina, where records show 
some of Every’s men first came ashore.

“It seems like some of his crew were 
able to settle in New England and inte-
grate,” said Sarah Sportman, state ar-
chaeologist for Connecticut, where one 
of the coins was found in 2018 at the 
ongoing excavation of a 17th-century 
farm site.

“It was almost like a money laun-
dering scheme,” she said.

Although it sounds unthinkable 
now, Every was able to hide in plain 
sight by posing as a slave trader — an 
emerging profession in 1690s New En-
gland. On his way to the Bahamas, he 
even stopped at the French island of 
Reunion to get some Black captives so 
he’d look the part, Bailey said.

Obscure records show a ship called 
the Sea Flower, used by the pirates after 
they ditched the Fancy, sailed along the 
Eastern seaboard. It arrived with nearly 
four dozen slaves in 1696 in Newport, 
Rhode Island, which became a major 
hub of the North American slave trade 
in the 18th century.

“There’s extensive primary source 
documentation to show the American 
colonies were bases of operation for 
pirates,” said Bailey, 53, who holds a de-
gree in anthropology from the Universi-
ty of Rhode Island and worked as an ar-
chaeological assistant on explorations 
of the Wydah Gally pirate ship wreck 
off Cape Cod in the late 1980s.

Bailey, whose day job is analyzing 
security at the state’s prison complex, 
has published his findings in a research 
journal of the American Numismatic 
Society, an organization devoted to the 
study of coins and medals.

Archaeologists and historians fa-
miliar with but not involved in Bailey’s 
work say they’re intrigued, and believe 
it’s shedding new light on one of the 
world’s most enduring criminal mys-
teries.

“Jim’s research is impeccable,” said 
Kevin McBride, a professor of archae-
ology at the University of Connecticut. 
“It’s cool stuff. It’s really a pretty inter-
esting story.”

Mark Hanna, an associate professor 
of history at the University of Califor-
nia-San Diego and an expert in piracy 
in early America, said that when he first 
saw photos of Bailey’s coin, “I lost my 
mind.”

“Finding those coins, for me, was a 
huge thing,” said Hanna, author of the 
2015 book, “Pirate Nests and the Rise 
of the British Empire.” “The story of 
Capt. Every is one of global significance. 
This material object — this little thing 
— can help me explain that.”

Every’s exploits have inspired a 
2020 book by Steven Johnson, “En-
emy of All Mankind;” PlayStation’s 
popular “Uncharted” series of video 
games; and a Sony Pictures movie 
version of “Uncharted” starring Tom 
Holland, Mark Wahlberg and Anto-
nio Banderas that’s slated for release 
early in 2022.

Bailey, who keeps his most valuable 
finds not at his home but in a safe de-
posit box, says he’ll keep digging.

“For me, it’s always been about the 
thrill of the hunt, not about the mon-
ey,” he said. “The only thing better than 
finding these objects is the long-lost 
stories behind them.”

Catholic women’s groups protest 
Vatican’s gay union stance Medics despair as France’s 

‘third way’ virus strategy flails
AMIENS, France (AP): As France 
battles a new virus surge that many 
believe was avoidable, intensive care 
nurse Stephanie Sannier manages her 
stress and sorrow by climbing into her 
car after a 12-hour shift, blasting music 
and singing as loud as she can.

“It allows me to breathe,” she says, 
“and to cry.”

People with COVID-19 occupy all 
the beds in her ICU ward in President 
Emmanuel Macron’s hometown hos-
pital in the medieval northern city of 
Amiens. Three have died in the past 
three days. The vast medical complex is 
turning away critically ill patients from 
smaller towns nearby for lack of space.

With France now Europe’s latest 
virus danger zone, Macron on Wednes-
day ordered temporary school closures 
nationwide and new travel restrictions. 
But he resisted calls for a strict lock-
down, instead sticking broadly to his 
strategy, a “third way” between free-
dom and confinement meant to keep 
both infections and a restless populace 
under control until mass vaccinations 
take over. The government refuses to 
acknowledge failure and blames de-
layed vaccine deliveries and a disobe-
dient public for soaring infections and 
saturated hospitals. Macron’s critics 
blame arrogance at the highest lev-
els. They say France’s leaders ignored 
warning signs and favored political 
and economic calculations over public 
health — and lives.

“We feel this wave coming very 
strongly,” said Romain Beal, a blood ox-
ygen specialist at the Amiens-Picardie 
Hospital. “We had families where we 
had the mother and her son die at the 
same time in two different ICU rooms 
here. It’s unbearable.” The hospital’s 
doctors watched as the variant ravaging 
Britain jumped the Channel and forged 
south across France. Just as in Britain, 
the variant is now driving ever-young-
er, ever-healthier patients into French 
emergency rooms and ICUs. Amiens 
medics did their best to prepare, bring-
ing in reinforcements and setting up a 
temporary ICU in a pediatric wing.

After Britain’s death toll shot higher 

in January, after new variants slammed 
European countries from the Czech Re-
public to Portugal, France continued 
vaunting its “third way.”

French scientists’ projections — in-
cluding from the government’s own vi-
rus advisory body — predicted trouble 
ahead. Charts from national research 
institute Inserm in January and again in 
February forecast climbing virus hospi-
talization rates in March or April. Wor-
ried doctors urged preventative mea-
sures beyond those that were already 
in place — a 6 p.m. nationwide curfew 
and the closure of all restaurants and 
many businesses.

Week after week, the government 
refused to impose a new lockdown, 
citing France’s stable infection and hos-
pitalization rates, and hoping that they 
would stay that way. Ministers stressed 
the importance of keeping the economy 
afloat and protecting the mental health 
of a populace worn down by a year of 
uncertainty. A relieved public granted 
Macron a boost in the polls.

But the virus wasn’t finished. The 
nationwide infection rate has now dou-
bled over the past three weeks, and 
Paris hospitals are bracing for what 
could be their worst battle yet, with ICU 
overcrowding forecast to surpass what 
happened when the pandemic first 
crashed over Europe. Acknowledging 
the challenges, Macron on Wednesday 
announced a three-week nationwide 
school closure, a month-long domestic 
travel ban and the creation of thou-
sands of temporary ICU beds. He also 
promised personnel reinforcements.

While other European countries im-
posed their third lockdowns in recent 
months, Macron said that by refusing 
to do so in France, “we gained precious 
days of liberty and weeks of schooling 
for our children, and we allowed hun-
dreds of thousands of workers to keep 
their heads above water.”

At the same time, France has lost 
another 30,000 lives to the virus this 
year. It has also reported more virus 
infections overall than any country in 
Europe, and it has one of the world’s 
highest death tolls — 95,640 lives lost.  

BERLIN (AP): Five Cath-
olic women’s organiza-
tions in German-speak-
ing areas have released 
an open letter calling for 
the Vatican to reverse 
its position that priests 
cannot bless same-sex 
unions.

The letter to the Vat-
ican’s orthodoxy office, 
dated Wednesday and 
released Thursday, was 
signed by the heads of 
two groups in Germany 
and one each in Austria, 
Switzerland and north-
ern Italy’s largely Ger-
man-speaking South 
Tyrol region. The groups 
say they have about a 
million members in total.

“The church’s mis-
sion to be effective as a 
sign of salvation in the 
world means countering 
homophobia and stand-
ing up for gender equal-
ity, also on the basis of 
human sciences,” they 
wrote.

The organizations 
called for “a renewal of 
sexual and relationship 
ethics” in the Catholic 
Church and said there 
needs to be a “recogni-
tion of the everyday real-
ity of people in same-sex 
relationships.”

The open letter is the 
latest sign of pushback 
from the German-speak-
ing world against a docu-

ment released last month 
by the Vatican’s ortho-
doxy office, the Congre-
gation for the Doctrine 
of the Faith, which said 
Catholic clergy cannot 
bless same-sex unions 
because God “cannot 
bless sin.”

The congregation’s 
note distinguished be-
tween blessing same-sex 
unions and the Catholic 
Church’s welcoming and 
blessing of gay people, 
which it upheld. The doc-
ument argued that such 
unions are not part of 
God’s plan and that any 
sacramental recognition 
of them could be con-
fused with marriage.

It pleased conserva-
tives and disheartened 
advocates for LGBT Cath-
olics. The German church 
has been at the forefront 
of opening discussion on 
hot-button issues such 
the church’s teaching on 
homosexuality.

More than 230 pro-
fessors of Catholic the-
ology in Germany and 
other countries where 
German is spoken previ-
ously signed a statement 
protesting the Vatican’s 
pronouncement, which 
they said “is marked by a 
paternalistic air of supe-
riority and discriminates 
against homosexual peo-
ple and their life plans.”
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Brosnahan enjoys a giggle while shooting the new season in NYC.
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EtCETERA

Aries:
Things in the Aries HQ are not looking as good as you'd 
like them to. There's something you're anxious about, 
which is interfering with everything you have to do today. 
What the cards are reminding you: it's time to breathe 
out the fear and breathe in the faith. Besides, worrying 
about it won't change the outcome, right? On the upside, 
your creative collaborations are thriving at this moment. 
If there's somebody you feel inspired to sync your forces 
with, now is the time!
Tip: Breathe out the fear, breathe in the faith.
Taurus:
It's okay to be anxious about the outcome of this situa-
tion, Taurus. We all fall prey to the ebb and flow of our 
emotions at some level. What you need to remember, 
though, is that everything is transient. What you're wor-
ried about today will have little or no power over you to-
morrow. So, become an observer of what's happening 
within and without as you remember the mantra 'this 
too shall pass'. PS: Something tells us you're about to 
chance upon a creative solution soon.
Tip: This too shall pass.
Gemini:
We all are born with a Destiny that plays out in mysteri-
ous ways, bringing forth people and circumstances into 
our lives that match our vibration. But you are not limited 

by this Destiny, Gemini. There's a lot of room for improvi-
sation within this pre-written script, and that is something 
you're being asked to explore today. So, the real question 
is: How will you exercise your free will? PS: The time to 
redirect the course of your life has come, beloved.
Tip: Exercise the power of free will. 
Cancer:
The Universe is in the mood to surprise you, especially 
if you have been consciously inviting love and romance 
into your life. Two words: soulmate reunion. If, for some 
reason, you had to stay apart, trust that things will take a 
turn for the better in the days to come. As always, leave 
the 'how' and the 'why' to the mysterious forces above. 
For coupled Cancerians, this is a time of deepening your 
commitment and choosing to write a brand new chap-
ter in your happily ever after. Forget about the rules and 
regulations that were handed down to you. This is *your* 
story. Live it large!
Tip: The Gods of Love are smiling down at you.
Leo:
Listen to what your inner voice is telling you about the 
given situation. If something isn't sitting right with you, it's 
time to do something about it. Remember, the scales of 
justice are in your hand, Leo. On the personal front, you 
could be dealing with more responsibility than you signed 
up for. Nobody is going to understand what you are going 

through unless you talk about it. PS: Give yourself the 
permission to reach out for support.
Tip: The scales of justice are in your hand.
Virgo:
This is a time of witnessing all that is false in your life 
come undone, whether it's a job, a relationship, a friend-
ship, or simply a limiting belief. Stay in your centre. This is 
the only way you will be able to remember that everything 
is taking place for your highest good. The good thing is, 
you're not doing this alone. A close friend or family mem-
ber could provide you with the support you need at this 
moment.
Tip: Allow all that is false to come undone.
Libra:
Can you be any more in love than you already are? Get 
ready to find out, Libra. The month ahead promises to 
bring all the feels along with the gift of deeper intimacy. 
Single Venusians are being reminded of the magic that 
surrounds them at this moment. Trust that voice within 
you that's encouraging you to show up for life fully. Some-
thing tells us a serendipitous encounter could change the 
course of your life.
Tip: You are surrounded by so much magic at this mo-
ment!
Scorpio:
While change is the only constant, we tend to resist it like 

the plague. Could this be true in your case, Scorpio? Are 
you saying no when the Universe wants you to say yes? 
The cards want you to remember that the opportunities 
you have attracted into your Universe are not coinciden-
tal. Your higher self has intervened on your behalf and 
summoned the forces. So, don’t be afraid to walk through 
the doors that are opening for you right now. Know that 
they are paving the road to success and abundance. 
Tip: Change is upon us!
Sagittarius:
This is a time of seeking greater freedom, especially on 
the professional front. There's a good chance you're tired 
of reporting to somebody and are yearning to be your 
own boss. The cards are reminding you the time is 
right when *you* are ready. So, if you've been think-
ing about starting your own business or investing in a 
project close your heart, get to it now. Trust that the 
help and resources you require at each point will be pro-
vided to you.
Tip: You are seeking greater freedom on the work front.
Capricorn:
You can be satisfied with where you are now, or you can 
push yourself to the next level, Capricorn. The choice 
is and has always been yours. The cards are reiterat-
ing that you have built a solid foundation, and are now 
in the position to expand your work. So, step into your 

power and trust in your manifestation abilities. Know that 
the help and resources you require at every point will be 
made available to you.
Tip: Think big. You are being provided with the opportuni-
ty to expand your horizons.
Aquarius:
Philosopher and poet Friedrich Nietzsche once said, 
“You need chaos in your soul to give birth to a dancing 
star.” There's a reason you resonate with his thoughts so 
deeply, Aquarius. You understand that the mayhem has 
a special place and purpose in your life as it brought you 
to this point in your existence. What you are discovering 
today is a greater degree of truth and freedom. You know 
who you are and you know what you've come here to do. 
It's time to walk your path fearlessly.
Tip: Be grateful for the mayhem, and the madness too.
Pisces:
Standing in our truth is easy, especially if we are standing 
in front of strangers. What they have to say or not say 
about our lives hardly matters in the long run. The trouble 
arises when we have to be our most authentic selves in 
front of our friends and family members. Breathe out this 
fear, Pisces, as you remember the scales of justice are in 
your hands. Trust that seeing you in a space of authen-
ticity will inspire them to do the same.
Tip: The truth must be spoken no matter what.
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Chrissy Teigen graces cover 
of People’s ‘Beautiful Issue’

LOS ANGELES (AP):  Chrissy Teigen will grace the front of 
People magazine’s “The Beautiful Issue” in a cover story that 
delves into her evolved definition of beauty, facing racism 
growing up and her heartbreaking miscarriage last year.

The magazine revealed the cover Wednesday of the annual 
issue, which hits newsstands Friday.

On this year’s cover, Teigen appears smil-
ing along with her children Luna, 
4, and Miles, 2, with the quote 
“I’ve learned how strong I am.” 
The 35-year-old model and 
cookbook author is married to 
R&B crooner John Legend, who 
was named Sexiest Man Alive by the 
magazine in 2019.

Teigen, who is of Thai-Norwegian 
descent, said she wants to follow 
her Thai tradition in remember-
ing her son, Jack, who died at 
20 weeks of her pregnancy. 
She was hospitalized with 
excessive bleeding before 
the miscarriage. She said it’s 
important for Luna and Milles 
to stayed connected with their late 
brother and always “embrace the ones 
that we’ve lost” based on her tradition.

“We have this new home that we’re build-
ing, and this tree being planted inside,” she told the 
magazine. “The whole reason why I wanted it was so 
Jack’s ashes could be in that soil, and he could be with us 
all the time and grow through the beautiful leaves.”

Over the years, Teigen said her definition of beauty has 
evolved after giving birth to her children. She has taken a 
proud stance of embracing her healed scars as a mother.

“Beauty is being able to see how powerful your body is,” 
she said. “It’s really, really nice to be able to come to an age 
where I can appreciate every little scar and see my body as 
something that’s done incredible, miraculous things. The dif-

ference is these two beautiful, wonderful babies, and these 
scars are the things I’ve been through and the journeys I’ve 
healed from.” Motherhood has also changed Teigen’s views 
on her wellness. She used to enforce a strict eating regimen 

during her modeling days, dealing with the ups and 
downs of the diet culture. But now, Teigen is fo-

cused on what makes her feel good and does 
her best to “indulge in it.” “I’ve spent way 

too many years counting calories and 
scheduling way too many workouts 

and trying to figure out what 
‘wellness’ meant to me,” she 

said. “Now I know that it’s on 
the ground playing with 

my kids or going to an 
aquarium or a park.”

T e i g e n 
touched on en-

during rac-
ism while 
g r o w i n g 

up. She of-
ten had friends 

— Black or white 
— who protected her 

after racist comments. 
She said some of her friends 

got suspended from school for 
defending her. As Teigen grew 

older, she saw more racism occur 
during her modeling career. “I experi-

enced more everyday casual racism once I 
entered the modeling world,” she said. “When 

they needed someone racially ambiguous — that’s 
what they called it — that was always going to be me.”
People’s announcement comes a week after Tei-

gen quit Twitter, citing it as a negative influence on her life. 
She wrote in a final series of posts that criticism she’d en-
dured on the site had left her “deeply bruised.” 

Dua Lipa, Arlo Parks, Celeste 
lead race for UK’s Brit Awards

Netflix lands 
‘Knives Out’ 
sequels 
in high-
priced deal
NEW YORK (AP): Detective Benoit 
Blanc’s next cases will be for Netflix. 
The streaming company said Wednes-
day it has reached a deal for two se-
quels to Rian Johnson’s acclaimed 
2019 whodunit, “Knives Out.”

Netflix declined to say how 
much it was paying for the films, 
which Johnson will direct with Dan-
iel Craig returning as inspector Beno-
it Blanc. But Deadline, which first re-
ported the deal, said the price would 
approach $450 million — making it 
one of Netflix’s largest — and most 
sweater-clad — acquisitions.

It also lands Netflix something 
it has dearly sought: the kind of ma-
jor film franchises that traditional 
studios have long depended on. 
Production on the second “Knives 
Out,” written by Johnson and pro-
duced by him and Ram Bergman, is 
to begin this summer.

Netflix outbid several oth-
er streaming services to land 
“Knives Out,” something that 
was even possible because the 
2019 film was produced by Me-
dia Rights Cable and distribut-
ed by Lionsgate on a single-pic-
ture deal. Made for $40 million, 
“Knives Out” grossed $311.4 
million in worldwide ticket sales 
and landed Johnson an Academy 
Award nomination for best original 
screenplay.

YOUTUBERS the Stokes Twins 
Plead Guilty in Connection 
With Bank Robbery Pranks

Alan and Alex Stokes, whose YouTube 
pranks garner millions of views, were 

sentenced on Wednesday, March 31, in 
connection to an incident that resulted in 
an Uber driver being held at gunpoint.

In a press release shared by the Or-
ange County District Attorney's Office on 
Wednesday, March 31, YouTubers Alan 
Stokes and Alex Stokes plead guilty to 
misdemeanor false imprisonment and for 
reporting false emergencies in connection 
with two fake bank robberies in Irvine, Ca-
lif. Per court documents, which were ob-
tained by E! News, the twin brothers were 
each sentenced to one year of formal pro-
bation, 160 hours of community service 
and ordered to pay restitution. Moreover, 
the judge ordered them to not make any 
additional videos that mimic purported 
criminal activity, as well as to stay away 
from the University of California, Irvine—
where they staged one of the aforemen-
tioned pranks.

Read more details about their charges 
and the alleged incidents below.

It's all fun and games until you're fac-
ing criminal charges.

Brothers Alan Stokes and Alex Stokes, 
otherwise known as the Stokes Twins 
to their nearly five million YouTube sub-
scribers, are facing false imprisonment 
and swatting charges in connection to two 
fake bank robberies. Their popular You-
Tube channel often features videos of the 
pair pranking their friends or other social 
media challenges.

The Orange County District Attor-
ney's Office announced via a press release 
on Wednesday, Aug. 5 that the 23-year-
olds were "each charged with one felony 

count of false imprisonment effected by 
violence, menace, fraud, or deceit and one 
misdemeanor count of falsely reporting an 
emergency in connection with the October 
15, 2019 pranks." According to authori-
ties, Alan and Alex, who were dressed in 
"all in black, wearing ski masks and car-
rying duffle bags full of cash," pretended 
"they had just robbed a bank" and called 
an Uber. The incident was allegedly being 
filmed by their videographer.

When Alan and Alex got into the ve-
hicle, authorities claim the Uber driver, 
who was unaware of the prank, refused to 
drive. "A bystander witnessed this, believ-
ing the two men had just robbed a bank 
and were attempting to carjack the Uber 
driver," the press release states.

"Irvine police arrived and ordered the 
Uber driver out at gunpoint. He was re-
leased after police determined he was not 
involved," authorities add. "Police issued a 
warning to the Stokes brothers about the 
dangerous of their conduct and let them go." 
Only four hours later, Alan and Alex allegedly 
performed a similar prank on the campus of 
the University of California, Irvine. 

"These were not pranks," Orange Coun-
ty District Attorney Todd Spitzer said in a 
statement. "These are crimes that could 
have resulted in someone getting serious-
ly injured or even killed. Law enforcement 
officers are sworn to protect the public 
and when someone calls 911 to report an 
active bank robbery they are going to re-
spond to protect lives. Instead, what they 
found was some kind of twisted attempt 
to gain more popularity on the internet 
by unnecessarily putting members of the 
public and police officers in danger." 

LONDON (AP): Singer-songwriters Dua Lipa, 
Arlo Parks and Celeste lead the competition 
for the Brit Awards, with a trio of nomina-
tions apiece for the U.K. music prizes.

The three British women were nominated 
for best female solo artist 
and album of the year on 
Wednesday. Lipa is also up 
for best British single, for 
“Physical.” Parks and Ce-
leste - who has an Academy 
Award nomination for “Hear 
My Voice,” from the film “The 
Trial of the Chicago 7” - are 
contenders for the break-
through artist trophy.

Other triple nominees on 
the list are DJ Joel Corry and 
rap duo Young T & Bugsey.

Winners are due to be 
announced May 11 during 
a ceremony featuring live 
musical performances and 
a limited, socially distanced 
audience at London’s O2 
Arena. The event is set to be one of the first 
awards shows to be held in person since the 
coronavirus pandemic began more than a 
year ago.

The Brits are a slick showcase for British 
talent, but the nominations have been criti-
cized in the past for failing to reflect the di-

versity of U.K. music. In 2017, the academy of 
more than 1,000 music industry profession-
als that chooses the winners was expanded in 
an attempt to make it more gender-balanced 
and diverse.

Nonetheless, last year the show was criti-
cized for failing to recognize women, with no 
female performers included on the shortlist 
for album of the year. This year, that category 
includes four female acts: Parks, Celeste, Lipa 
and Jessie Ware. J Hus is the only male per-
former nominated.


