
Vol 03 | Issue 19 | Gangtok | Tuesday | 23 January 2018 Pages 8 | ` 5RNI No. SIKENG/2016/69420

www.summittimes.com  |  news@summittimes.com  |  advertise@summittimes.com  |  letters@summittimes.com  |   Summit TIMES Daily

on pg08 
Comics,  

Activities, 
horoscope, 

Timepass

NORTH HOLDS
STAKEHOLDERS MEET ON 
VEGETABLE PRODUCTION 

pg03

SHOW CAUSE
NOTICE ISSUED TO 

20 FPS OWNERS 
FOUND SUBLETTING

PG03

LIVING THROUGH THE 
HORRORS OF GENOCIDE:

HUMANITARIAN WORKERS 
IN RWANDA   pg04

SAG AWARDS 2018: 
COMPLETE LIST OF 

WINNERS  pg08

G , 22 J  [IPR]: Tika 
Maya Chamling, wife of Chief 
Minister Pawan Chamling, in-
augurated the Waste Compost-
ing Machine here at Lall Bazaar 
today. The Waste Composting 
Machine having a capacity of 1 
tonne is set up by Gangtok Mu-
nicipal Corporation [GMC] and 
is sponsored by Rockefeller 
Foundation with the support 
of ICLEI-Local Government for 
Sustainability, South Asia.

After inaugurating the Waste 
Composting Machine, Ms Cham-
ling attended the workshop on 
Kitchen Waste, Composting and 
Terrace Gardening as chief guest 
held at a local hotel.

The programme was at-
tended by Arithang Constituen-
cy MLA, Shyam Pradhan, GMC 
Mayor, Shakti Singh Chaudhary, 
Deputy Mayor, Chairman of 
GMC, Councillors, Secretary, Ur-
ban Development and Housing 
Department and other of icials 
from UD&HD and Horticulture 
and GMC.

Addressing the gathering, Ms 
Chamling congratulated GMC for 
installation of Waste Compost-
ing Machine in Gangtok adding 
that this is for the irst time that 
such a machine has been set up. 
It is a great opportunity for the 
people of Gangtok, she added.

Talking on the advantage of 
terrace gardening in GMC area, 

she urged everyone to adopt 
roof-top farming and gardening 
and requested GMC and Hor-
ticulture department to assist 
Gangtokians in this.

“Terrace farming or garden-
ing will act as insulator in differ-
ent weather conditions and we 
have to encourage every individ-

ual for this kind of farming that 
our state needs mostly in urban 
areas. This ield is endless and 
we have to take terrace farming 
diligently,” said Ms Chamling.

Earlier, GMC Commissioner, 
Tshewang Gyachho, informed 
that GMC will distribute eco-
bins in all the wards under GMC.

Deputy Director of Hor-
ticulture Department, K La-
chungpa, briefed on proper 
utilization of terrace by prac-
ticing roof-top farming, kitch-
en gardening, etc.

During the programme, to-
ken of eco-bins were also dis-
tributed by the chief guest.

32 NEW POSTS 
TO BE CREATED
Gangtok, 22 Jan [IPR]: 
Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling held a meet-
ing today with the Chief 
Secretary, Secretary, 
Department of Person-
nel, Secretary, Animal 
Husbandry & Veterinary 
Services along with of i-
cers of AH&VS regarding 
the functioning of the 
department and other 
matters related to the de-
partment.

In view of shortage 

of manpower at differ-
ent levels, it was decided 
during the meet that 12 
posts of Veterinary Of i-
cers [VO] will be created 
and illed up through di-
rect recruitment along 
with the eight vacancies 
that already exist. So, a 
total of 20 posts of VO 
will be illed up through 
direct recruitment.

Further, 11 posts of 
Block Of icer [Fisheries] 
with creation of 06 posts 
is to be illed up through 
direct recruitment along 
with 11 posts of Fisher-

ies Guard through direct 
recruitment.

The post of Farm 
Fisherman-cum-Chowk-
idar is to be re-designat-
ed as Assistant Fisheries 
Guard with 06 posts to 
be created and illed up 
through direct recruit-
ment. Likewise, four 
posts each of Feed Mill 
Operator and Feed Mill 
Operator Helper is to 
be created and illed up 
through direct recruit-
ment for Fish Feed Mill 
at Rothak [West Sikkim] 
and Rangpo.

Similarly, two exist-
ing Veterinary Dispen-
saries at Samdong [East 
Sikkim] and Mellidara-
to is to be upgraded to 
Veterinary Hospital and 
placed under a VO each.

Additionally, Mother 
Dairy Farm at Karfec-
tar will be strengthened 
and made into a model 
farm with facilities for 
rearing of ‘siri’ cows as 
well ‘arna’ buffaloes. As 
already declared, dis-
tribution of buffaloes to 
bene iciaries will also be 
carried out along with 

the distribution of cows. 
Further, Guest House un-
der Buildings & Housing 
Department, which is in 
the vicinity of the Farm 
and disturbing farm ac-
tivities, is to be handed 
over to the Department 
of AH&VS.

The meet also de-
cided upon the use of 
bio-animal feed in con-
junction with Food Se-
curity & Agriculture 
Department and Sikkim 
Milk Union. Observation 
space for animals being 
brought to the State from 

other places should be 
established at the entry 
points at Melli and Rang-
po check-posts so that 
these animals are prop-
erly checked before entry 
into Sikkim.

In order to encourage 
trout farming, training 
programmes on the same 
will be conducted with 
the help of experts from 
Himachal Pradesh. ‘Asala’ 
[a local ish] farm will be 
established particularly 
for breeding of this par-
ticular kind of ish, after 
which their fries [baby 

ish] can be released into 
rivers for becoming ful-
ly-grown ish in order to 
increase its population.

The meeting also 
decided to make efforts 
in increasing the dwin-
dling population of Ti-
betan sheep. Required 
knowhow is to be tak-
en from Ladakh where 
the breed is found. 
Further, with a view to 
gain self-sufficiency and 
sustainability in meat 
production, emphasis 
will be given in rearing 
‘singarey’ goats.

AH&VS Dept to tackle manpower shortage with new posts

Tika Maya Chamling inaugurates Waste 
Composting Machine at Lall Bazaar

VISHNU NEOPANEY
G , 22 J :

After President Ram 
Nath Kovind ap-

proved the Election 
Commission of India’s 
recommendation to 
disqualify 20 Aam Aad-
mi Party legislators for 
holding of ices of prof-
it, a recommendation 
and decision which has 
been rather universally 
panned as being dispro-
portionate and disturb-
ingly excessive, the heat 
is being felt even in Sik-
kim especially in light of 
suggestions that the ECI 
has served notices to the 
Sikkim Government and 
its 14 legislators accused 
of having held of ices of 
pro it during their cur-
rent terms.

Sources in the ECI 
con irm that such notices 
have been served. This, 
after Governor Shrini-
was Patil had forwarded 
representations seeking 
disquali ications to the 
Election Commission of 
India seeking its recom-
mendations in December 
last year.

14 legislators – for-
mer Parliamentary Sec-
retaries, Chief Whip, 
Chairperson of the Public 
Accounts Committee and 
Chairperson Estimates 
Committee – have been 
accused by political rivals 
of holding of ices of prof-
it, a matter they had taken 

to the courts as well and 
now with the Raj Bhawan 
seeking disquali ications.

Those seeking dis-
quali ication of the 14 
MLAs submitted a fresh 
representation with the 
Raj Bhawan Secretariat 
this afternoon. The group 
comprising of former MP, 
Pahalman Subba, Navin 
Kiran Pradhan and oth-
ers along with the Sik-
kim Krantikari Morcha 
party-members had also 
submitted representa-
tions in September and 
November last year.

Pahalman Subba and 
Navin Kiran Pradhan told 
reporters this afternoon 
that they have submitted 
a fresh representation to 
the Raj Bhawan seeking 
an update of the their 
earlier representations 
and also requested the 
Governor to act on their 
memorandums.

Mr. Pradhan also in-
formed that a meeting 
was called today to dis-
cuss the issue of disqual-
i ication and their future 
course of action.

A 15-member ad-hoc 
Joint Action Committee 
was constituted headed 
by Pahalman Subba to 
chalk out future course 
of action to pressurise 
the Raj Bhawan seeking 
an early recommenda-
tion, said vice president 
of the committee, Dr Ka-
mal Gurung.

Disquali ication of 
AAP MLAs sets the cat 

among the pigeons, heat 
felt in Sikkim as well

SAGAR CHETTRI
G , 22 J :

In a noble initiative, a na-
tional footballer and for-

mer captain of United Sikkim 
Football Club, Nim Tshering 
Lepcha, has organised a foot-
ball coaching camp at Ling-
dong in Dzongu, North Sik-
kim with the support of local 
Panchayats. The camp, which 
was started on 18 Jan at Ling-
dong school ground, has 40 
young passionate footballers 
[boys and girls] of different 
age groups.

Students have been go-
ing through training sessions 
in the morning and evening 
under coach, Sushil Rai. The 
camp will be continued till 05 
Feb.

Speaking over the phone, 
Nim Tshering mentioned that 

the main objective of organiz-
ing the camp in rural parts of 
Sikkim was to develop foot-
ball at grassroots level and 
to provide exposure to rural 
talents.

“Dzongu has been produc-
ing many talented footballers 
for the state and the country. 
So we have been trying to 
spot raw talents from differ-
ent corners of Dzongu and to 
nurture and hone their tal-
ents to take them to higher 
levels,” he said.

Nim Tshering thanked 
Zilla Panchayat member, Ren-
zong Lepcha, and a Panchayat 
member, Sonam Lepcha, for 
their support towards the 
camp. He also thanked the 
Football Players Association 
of India for providing kits to 
the students in the camp.

Footballer Nim Tshering lends 
helping hand to rural talent 

Meghalaya 
people 
fortunate 
to have 
own state: 
Governor
S , J  22 (PTI): 
Meghalaya Governor Gan-
ga Prasad today said the 
people of Meghalaya are 
fortunate to have a state 
of their own and it is their 
responsibility to strive 
towards progress and de-
velopment of the state.

“The statehood move-
ment was a people’s 
movement and in spite 
of numerous challenges, 
the united efforts of the 
visionary leaders and the 
desire of the people for the 
recognition of the tradi-
tions and values ensured 
the people a state of their 
own,” said the 46th state-
hood day programme.

The of icial Megha-
laya Day celebration did 
not take place yesterday 
as it was a Sunday when 
most people of the Chris-
tian dominated state at-
tend church.

The governor also ac-
knowledged the sacri ice 
and contributions of the 
leaders and forefathers 
to protect the heritage, 
customs, traditions and 
practices of the state.

The Governor also 
gave away the Meghalaya 
Day Excellence Awards of 
the year to 15 employees 
of various government 
departments for their out-
standing performance.

Yesterday Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi had 
tweeted, “Greetings to my 
sisters and brothers in 
Meghalaya on their state-
hood day.... I pray for good 
health and well being the 
people of Meghalaya.
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CM should 
resign for 
creating 
unconstitutional 
posts: SKM
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 22 J :

Sikkim Krantikari 
Morcha has once 

again demanded 
the resignation of 
Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling on moral 
grounds for creating 
the unconstitutional 
posts of Parliamentary 
Secretaries. 

The recent disquali i-
cation of Aam Aadmi Par-
ty MLAs for holding of ic-
es of pro it has renewed 
the opposition’s demand 
for disquali ication of 14 
SDF MLAs also accused of 
holding of ices of pro it.

Addressing a press 
conference today, SKM 
acting president, Kunga 
Nima Lepcha, stated that 
the creation of these un-
constitutional posts has 
caused huge loss to the 
State exchequer and has 
absolutely no role to play 
for the bene it of the peo-
ple of the state. 

Following the dis-
quali ication of 20 AAP 
MLAs, the constitutional 
process of disquali ica-
tion of 14 MLAs of Sik-
kim will take its course 
but the CM should take 
responsibility and imme-
diately step down from 
the post, he added.

Responding to media 
queries, Mr Lepcha stat-
ed that SKM is in the pro-
cess of approaching the 
concerned authorities 
for the disquali ication of 
14 SDF MLAs.

During the press con-
ference today, the party 
introduced three new 
members namely Dhur-
ba Silwal, Rinzing Chopel 
Wangyal and Karma 
Pintso Bhutia.

Mr Silwal accused 
the government of vic-
timization and political 
transfers of government 
employees. Likewise, 
Mr Wangyal alleged that 
national and internation-
al sportspersons from 
Sikkim have been totally 
neglected by the state 
government.

SDF MEMBERSHIP DRIVE IN MELLI GETS 5785 ON BOARD
G , 22 J : Sikkim Democratic Front held a membership drive for Melli 
Constituency today. Led by the Area MLA-cum-Minister, Tulshi Devi Rai, the drive 
was held in all the wards of the Constituency. The total registration of membership, 
including new registration and renewal by the end of the day, concluded with 702 
active membership, 5063 primary membership and 20 CEC membership, bringing 
the total to 5785 memberships, a press release informs.

M , 22 J  [IPR]: A 
stakeholders meeting regard-
ing preparedness to meet the 
vegetable demand of the state 
after March 2018 was orga-
nized by the District Collector 
North in coordination with 
the Horticulture and Cash 
Crops Department today. 

The meeting was called 
by the District Collector to 
organize various stakehold-
ers to meet the challenges 
and opportunities thrown 
by the vegetable import ban 
that comes into effect on 31 
Mar. North Sikkim, which is 
not traditionally a vegetable 
growing region and where 
farmers mainly concentrate 
on cash crops like cardamom 
and orange, has to gear up 
to take up this challenge and 
turn it into an opportunity.

The meeting was chaired 
by Adhakshya North and 
attended by Secretary Hor-
ticulture and Cash Crops 
Department, Khorlo Bhutia, 
Upadhakshya, North, District 
Collector North and of icers of 
Rural Management, Horticul-
ture, Agriculture, Animal Hus-
bandry, and Irrigation Depart-
ments. The meeting was also 
attended by Zilla Panchayats, 
Gram Panchayats, Pipons, Self 
Help Groups and progressive 
farmers.

During the meeting the 
stakeholders enthusias-
tically participated in the 

open discussion. Pancha-
yat member Upper Linzay, 
Pentuk Lepcha said that till 
date most of the households 
were producing for their 
own consumption but now a 
big opportunity was before 
them and provided with the 
right marketing linkage in-
frastructures like vegetable 
collection sub centers, they 
were ready to turn profits 
from this opportunity. 

Similarly Zilla member Sa-
kyong, Penchung Lepcha said 
that water scarcity during 
dry seasons was a major con-
straint. To this the Secretary 
said that water harvesting 

during monsoon and stor-
age could be the solution. 
To this end water tanks are 
being provided by most de-
partments like RMDD, Forest, 
Horticulture and now an in-
tegrated approach should be 
worked out. 

Sintex tanks have also 
been procured by the de-
partment and the Pancha-
yats should distribute only 
to genuine farmers pursuing 
organic farming. Regarding 
the issue of marketing and 
minimum support price, the 
Secretary said that 3 FPOs 
for cardamom ginger and 
turmeric have been constitut-

ed in North Sikkim wherein 
farmers choose their execu-
tive body and they market the 
produce of the members. 

Zilla member Rongong 
Tumlong, Gayching Bhut-
ia stressed on the need for 
availability of seed on time 
and strengthening of VLW 
Centers. The Secretary in-
formed that Rs 2.5 crore 
has been sanctioned by the 
government for procure-
ment of seed and the seed 
have already been procured 
and should be made avail-
able within three days to all 
farmers in the District. He 
instructed that all of icers 

and staff of the Horticulture 
and Agriculture Department 
and KVK should not leave 
the station within these two 
crucial months without the 
prior approval of the District 
Collector. 

He also said that in each 
village one progressive farmer 
is to be identi ied who is will-
ing to raise nursery for raising 
vegetable seedlings and make 
it available to the farmers. He 
also informed that to address 
the marketing problem shops 
will be allotted to farmers at 
Gangtok but they have to en-
sure that only vegetables will 
be kept for sale.

Secretary, Horticulture 
& Cash Crops Department, 
Khorlo Bhutia while updating 
on the steps taken by his de-
partment stated that the state 
government is fully prepared 
to meet the challenge. 

He stated that the neces-
sary infrastructure to support 
the internal demand of vege-
tables is being put in place on 
a war footing. The department 
will soon start distribution 
of seeds to the farmers and 
urged the District Collector to 
strictly monitor the same. 

About twenty sub collec-
tion centers will be set up in 
North District in coordination 
with the Panchayats and three 
utility vehicles will be provid-
ed to the district. A cold stor-
age space will be created in 

Mangan and marketing space 
for organic vegetable will be 
set up in Mangan. He also in-
formed that the organic mar-
ket in Gangtok is on the verge 
of completion and space for 
the organic farmers of North 
Sikkim will be provided in the 
market. 

He urged that the produc-
tion of vegetables should be 
made all the year around to 
meet the seasonal demand 
of vegetables. He stated that 
Panchayats and allied depart-
ment to work closely to meet 
this objective. 

The District Collector 
stated that an integrated ap-
proach should be taken. A 
second phase meeting would 
be conducted wherein a plan 
for the entire district would 
be chalked out. Production 
targets would be set for each 
GPU for various crops. 

The Panchayats stated that 
they are enthusiastic about 
the mission as it is in the in-
terest of the villagers and 
they will motivate the farmers 
by conducting Gram Sabhas. 
They stated that farmers are 
fully motivated to make use of 
the opportunity and will aim 
to meet the demand of the 
district and the state. 

The Pipons of Lachung 
stated that they are fully pre-
pared for this opportunity 
and will take up vegetable 
production in a big way. 

North holds stakeholders meet on vegetable production

REBYNA RANA
G , 22 J :

Hem Kumari Rai has 
bagged two gold 

medals in senior female 
category +70 point ight 
and light contact during 
the WAKO India Nation-
al Kickboxing Federation 
Cup held at Talkatora 
Indoor Stadium in New 
Delhi from 16-20 Jan.

Hailing from Diu 
Damthang, near Namchi, 
Hem Kumari recently 
bagged bronze at the Ka-
rate Association of India 
Senior National Champi-
onship which was held at 
Netaji Indoor Stadium in 

Kolkata from 13-14 Jan.
Hem Kumari is a 

product of Sikkim State 
Do Karate Association.

“It is a proud moment 
indeed to be blessed with 
gold medals,” says Hem 
Kumari while speaking 
to SummitTimes.

She has extended 
gratitude to her coach, 
Bidhan Ballav Subba, and 
her family and well wish-
ers for their blessings 
and wishes throughout 
the competition.

“I will work harder to 
make the State and my 
coach proud,” said Hem 
Kumari.

Hem Kumari Rai 
bags 2 gold medals at 
WAKO Championship

Dalkhola 
Marwadi Yuva 
Manch celebrates 
AIMYM 
foundation day
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 22 J : On 
the occasion of the 34th 
Foundation Day of All In-
dia Marwadi Yuva Manch 
[AIMYM], Marwadi Yuva 
Manch, Dalkhola branch, 
under Paschim Bengal 
Sikkim Prantiya Marwadi 
Yuva Manch organised a 
daylong blood donation 
camp at Dalkhola in West 
Bengal today, a press re-
lease informs.

Branch president, 
Narayan Agarwal, in-
formed that the camp 
was inaugurated by Dalk-
hola Municipal Corpo-
ration Councillor [Ward 
06], Renu Devi Bhuwan-
iya. Thirty-nine people 
donated blood during 
the camp.

Camp convener, Amit 
Jain, mentioned that the 
collected blood has been 
deposited at Siliguri Ta-
rai Lions Blood Bank.

STUDENTS SEEK BLESSINGS FROM GODDESS OF LEARNING
G , 22 J : Students along with their parents were spotted offering 
prayers to Goddess Saraswati at Saraswati Mandir in 5th Mile, Tadong to-
day as they commemorated this day dedicated to the Goddess of knowledge, 
learning and creativity. [from SANDEEP PRASAD]

SINGTAM STUDENTS OFFER PRAYERS 
TO GODDESS SARASWATI
SINGTAM, 22 JAN: Saraswati, regarded as the 
Hindu goddess of music, culture and learning, 
was worshiped in Singtam with gaiety today as 
students, especially the ones appearing for the 
board exams this year, placed their books, pens 
and musical instruments before the idol at Saras-
wati Pandals for the entire day to receive the god-
dess’s blessings. [Yogen Thatal]
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Gangtok on 

Tuesday, 
23 Jan

Temp: 20°C /06°C
Forecast: Sunny 
to partly cloudy 
and nice.
Sunrise: 06:26AM
Sunset: 5:09 PM

Anthyesthi Kriya
The Anthyesthi Kriya 
of Late Bijay Kumar 
Prasad who passed 
away on 10th Jan 2018, 
falls on 26 Jan 2018 
[Friday]. On behalf of 
the Rameshwar family 
all relatives, friends and 
well wishers are request-
ed to join us to offer 
prayers for the departed 
soul at our residence lo-
cated nearby the Union 
Bank of India, Sing-
tam, East Sikkim. We 
offer our sincere grati-
tude towards all those 
who stood by us in this 
time of bereavement.

Family members:
Sanjay Prasad- 

9733050000, Ajay 
Prasad- 9434152958 

[brothers],
 Rajala Devi (Moth-

er)- 9733012000
Avinash Prasad- 

9733014000

hIGHEST OFFER OF THE YEAR

ALTO 800
Total Saving

Rs. 33000/*

*Only 5% DOWN PAYMENT for Govt. Employee- any MARUTI SUZUKI VEHICLE
*For DRIVER CUM OWNER- [Commercial Taxi] 5000/* Gift Cheque

*HEALTH DEPARTMENT EMPLOYEE- Rs. 5000/-* FREE MGA [Except Dzire & Brezza]

*FOR LIC AGENTS- Rs. 5000/-* DISCOUNT ON ALTO, K10, CELERIO & WAGON R

*ONLY 8% DOWN PAYMENT & BUY NEW OMNI [ALL FINANCIAL AVAILABLE]

BUY NEW CELERIO FOR TAXI

So Hurry! Just Dial or Visit:

*Conditions apply

ALTO K10
Total Saving

Rs. 25000/*
WAGON R

Total Saving

Rs. 35000/*

hIGHEST OFFER OF THE YEAR

SPECIAL ATTRACTION

9593971253

SPECIAL
OFFER

FOR GAS
RS. 10000/-*

MGA EXTRA

NOW SW
IFT

& DZ
IRE

ON TAXI

GOVERNMEN OF SIKKIM
HEALTH CARE, HUMAN SERVICES AND FAM-

ILY WELFARE DEPARTMENT
GANGTOK-737101

Memo No. 1107/Accts/HC,HS&FW                            Dated:19.01.2018
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Sealed tender in two Bid System i.e. Technical and Financial Bid are invited 
from reputed and authorised dealers of Generic Medicines, Medicines, Medical 
consumables, toiletry items-and miscellaneous items for running the medicine 
shop/pharmacy measuring 86.25 sq.ft on rent located in front of OPD Counter 
of STNM Hospital for the period of 1 year (one year) (2018-2019).

The Tender forms, Tender envelops and other details like eligibility crite-
ria, Terms & conditions of Lease etc. can be obtained from the Offi  ce of Sr. 
Accounts Offi  cer, Head Offi  ce, HC,HS&FW Department, Tashiling, Gangtok 
on any working days w.e.f 15/02/2018 to 21/02/2018 on production of BR/
Bank Challan for Rs.5000/-only duly credited to Revenue Head-0210-800-
Other Receipts (Sale of tender form for pharmacy).

Dully fi lled up Sealed Tenders forms accompanied by TDR (refundable) 
for Rs.1.00 lakhs (Rupees One Lakhs) only drawn in favour of Sr.AO-cum 
D&DO, HC, HS&FW Department from any branch of State Bank of Sikkim 
should reach the Offi  ce of the Principal Director HEALTH Services –I within 
1200 hrs of 24/02/2018 and the same will be opened at 1300 hrs sharp in 
the O/o PDHS-I in the presence of tenderers/authorised agent present.

Minimum off set rent for the premises as described above is Rs.2.60 
Lakhs per month.

Tenders in which any of the prescribed condition are not fulfi lled or in-
complete in any way will be rejected.

The Department reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tenders 
without assigning any reason thereof.

Sd/-
DIRECTOR HEALTH SERVICES

HEALTH CARE, HS & FW DEPARTMENT.
R.O. No. 518/ipr/pub/classi./17-18 dt. 22.01.2018.

Kutse Shegu
The 49th Day Kutse Shegu of my 
deloved husband Late Takchung 
Lepcha who passed away on 13th 
December 2017 falls on 30th Janu-
ary 2018. All our relatives, friends 
and well wishers are requested to 
join us for offering prayers to the 
departed soul at our residence at 
Menrongong, North Sikkim. We 
offer our sincere gratitude towards 
those who stood by us in the time 
of bereavement.

Lhakit Lepcha (wife)
Ph.No. 8371051201

Govt 
designates 
Dhubri as 
authorised 
immigration 
check post
N  D , J  22 
[PTI]: Assam’s Dhubri, 
located near the In-
do-Bangladesh border, 
has been designated as 
an authorised immigra-
tion check post.

“In pursuance of sub-
rule(b) of rule 3 of the 
Passport (Entry into In-
dia) Rules, 1950, the Cen-
tral government hereby 
designates Dhubri river 
port in Dhubri district of 
Assam as an authorised 
immigration check post 
for entry into/exit from 
India for all class of pas-
sengers with valid travel 
documents,” an order is-
sued by the Home Minis-
try said.

Dhubri is the head-
quarters of Dhubri dis-
trict and is located on the 
bank of rivers Brahma-
putra and Gadadhar. It is 
situated about 277 kilo-
metres from Guwahati.

BJP serves 
show-cause 
notices to 
2 MLAs in 
Arunachal
I , J  22 [PTI]: 
The Arunachal Pradesh 
unit of the BJP has issued 
show-cause notices to 
two party MLAs for al-
leged anti-party activities.

The notices, served 
yesterday, asked Pani 
Taram and Paknga Bage 
who represent Koloriang 
and Dumporijo Assembly 
constituencies respec-
tively, to explain why dis-
ciplinary action would 
not be taken against 
them within a week, a 
party release said today.

The notices were 
served on the recommen-
dation of the State Disci-
plinary Action Commit-
tee that which were ap-
proved by the core group 
of the BJP s state unit.

Further action, par-
ty leaders said, would 
be taken on the basis of 
their replies.

G , 22 J  [IPR]: 
Food and Civil Supplies 
Department organized 
a sensitization meeting 
with the Fair Price Shop 
[FPS] Trade License 
owners of Gangtok and 
surrounding areas at the 
Food Godown in Lumsey 
today.

During the meeting, 
Joint Director [Public Dis-
tribution System], Food 
& Civil Supplies, Phintso 

Bhutia, informed that the 
meeting was conducted 
after the ield veri ication 
and inspection of trade 
license since subletting 
is in contravention to the 
policy of the Government 
and in violation of terms 
and conditions under 
which license has been 
issued.

He also informed that 
20 FPS owners were found 
to have sublet their busi-

nesses and show cause 
notice has been issued 
to them for which writ-
ten clari ication has been 
asked within seven days 
from receipt of the notice.

The department has 
also warned the FPS 
owners that strict and 
stringent action will be 
taken if the rules and 
regulations are not fol-
lowed. The meeting will 
be conducted quarterly, 

he added.
The department has 

also sensitized the FPS 
owners on various issues. 
He informed that all the 
FPS owners are directed 
to lift their monthly quo-
ta on time and distribute 
timely to the targeted 
bene iciaries as per the 
government prescribed 
rates and scale. Timely re-
newal of trade license and 
rate boards to be main-

tained properly is must. 
Additionally, register and 
records will have to be 
maintained properly.

Likewise, monthly dis-
tribution statements of 
PDS are to be submitted 
to the concerned incharge. 
Aadhaar number and 
bank account of target-
ed bene iciaries are to be 
submitted for online allo-
cation to bring transpar-
ency and accountability.

Show cause notice issued to 20 
FPS owners found subletting

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 22 J :

State Level Programme 
of the 8th National Vot-

ers Day is being organized 
at 10 a.m on 25 Jan at 
Chintan Bhawan in Gang-
tok wherein newly en-
rolled voters of Gangtok, 
Arithang, Upper Tadong, 
Upper Burtuk and Shyari 
Assembly Constituencies 
have been invited to par-
ticipate, a press release 
issued by Election De-
partment informs.

The aim of the pro-

gramme is to create 
awareness among the 
youth regarding election 
and voting rights. The 
Voter Card of the newly 
enrolled voters of the ive 
constituencies will also 
be distributed during the 
programme.

Chief Secretary, Gov-
ernment of Sikkim will 
be attending the event as 
chief guest. The depart-
ment has invited all the 
young voters of the ive 
constituencies to partic-
ipate in the programme.

8th National
Voters Day scheduled 
to be held on 25 Jan

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 22 J :

Cadence Academy has started 
its irst Fashion & Interior 

Design Institution for Sikkim 
here in the capital. The irst 
centre of the academy in the 
State was inaugurated by Upper 
Tadong MLA, Timothy William 
Basnett, near Amdo Golai along 
NH10 this morning.

It is informed that Cadence 
Academy has been providing ed-
ucational services in fashion and 
interior designing courses since 
the year 2000 and already has 
its centres in different parts of 
the country. This is the irst cen-
tre of the academy in the North 
Eastern region.

On the occasion, Cadence 
Academy also felicitated a model 
and artist, Sonam Bhutia, for her 
achievements in modeling and 
acting. She had been crowned 
as Miss Glory of Asia in 2013 
and Miss Himalaya in 2014 and 

is presently working as a the-
atre artist in Mumbai and has 
already acted in some serials in-
cluding Savdhaan India.

In his address, Upper Tadong 
MLA stated that the centre will 

provide opportunities to local 
youth in fashion and interior 
designing. He stated that it was 
a creative ield and urged the 
youth to come forward and take 
advantage of the ample opportu-

nities in this ield.
Cadence Academy, Mumbai 

Managing Director, Rupesh Ku-
mar, spoke about the academy 
and its achievements in the last 
18 years of its establishment. 
He added that interior and 
fashion designing has lots of 
opportunities to make a bright 
career. He mentioned that lots 
of youths from Sikkim have 
been pursuing courses in inte-
rior and fashion designing out-
side which is why the academy 
had decided to open its centre 
in Sikkim to cater to the local 
needs of students interested in 
this ield.

Gangtok centre has started 
its admission from today and 
courses are likely to be started 
from mid February.

The inaugural function was 
also attended by the Advisor to 
the Food & Civil Supplies De-
partment, Satish Chandra Rai, 
among other dignitaries.

Fashion & Interior Design Institution
in Gangtok inaugurated

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 22 J :

Santosh Trophy squad 
of Sikkim is present-

ly attending the inal 
training camp at Siliguri 
under chief coach Bhai-
chung Bhutia, manager, 
Arjun Rai, and coach, 
Suren Chettri. They 
played a friendly match 
against Kanchenjunga FC 
at Ranidanga SSB ground 
and won the match 6-0 
today.

Team manager Arjun 
Rai informed that the re-
sult of the match today 
has boosted the con i-
dence level of the Sikkim 
squad before starting the 
upcoming Santosh Tro-
phy quali iers.

“The boys have been 
undergoing training to 
play in an attacking for-
mation set up by Bhaic-

hung. They played in the 
same formation today 
and produced a good re-
sult. The victory today 
boosts the mind-set of our 
players and we are very 
positive of doing well in 
the Santosh Trophy qual-
i iers,” said Mr Rai.

Sikkim has been 
placed in Group A along 
with Odisha and Bihar 
in the Santosh Trophy 
East Zonal qualifying 
round. The group topper 
will qualify for the San-
tosh Trophy main round 
scheduled to be held later.

The inal team of 20 
players of Sikkim will 
be announced on 24 Jan, 
informed Mr Rai. The 
squad will leave on 25 
Jan for Begusarai in Bihar 
where the Santosh Tro-
phy East Zonal qualifying 
round will be held.

Santosh Trophy 
Sikkim team thrashes 

Kanchenjunga 
FC in friendly
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Suspect Secularism of 
Communal Agencies

There is a big problem with 
how things have been

The Centre, after clearing the decks to criminalise 
Triple Talaq, something which was accepted cul-

tural practice thus far, has now ended the Haj subsi-
dy made available to Muslims undertaking their most 
important pilgrimage. Triple Talaq is a problematic 
practice and undoubtedly needs to be ended, and 
it also goes without saying that the nation needs to 
understand what secular actually means. So, in iso-
lation, both these initiatives appear innocent enough 
on surface, even reform-oriented, but take these in the 
context of the present times, and they get exposed for 
their disgustingly malicious intent.

The reform aspect being claimed for the ban on 
Triple Talaq reeks of hypocrisy because while other 
faiths and their cultural aspects are being increasing-
ly policed and, worryingly, criminalised, the saffron 
brigade’s brand of Hinduism is being allowed to en-
croach everywhere unhindered. Where a ban, say the 
declaration of Triple Talaq as illegal and hence not of 
any consequence, would have been enough to leave 
this practise without teeth, the government decided 
to criminalise it. And that is problematic for several 
reasons – for one, it is exclusive to members of a par-
ticular faith, and second because it really serves no 
additional purpose beyond excessive bullying since 
saying Talaq thrice carries no legal or social weight 
any more. It is also impractical since it goes against 
the idea of why Triple Talaq needed to be ended. This 
abomination had to go not because married couples 
should not be allowed to divorce, but because in this 
practice, the wife was left with neither choice nor al-
imony. Having such separations judicially processed 
would ensure some rights and maintenance. But how 
will that happen if one half of the marriage is behind 
bars? And while the weight of the law and prejudiced 
processes are being brought down on husbands of 
one faith, without even a wicked wink, laws to keep 
murderous husbands and in-laws of another faith are 
being loosened even though the problem of dowry 
and dowry-deaths have not yet been contained. The 
wickedness and brazen communalism and sexism of 
such moves cannot be ignored. Then there is also the 
problem of inconsistent commitment to reform which 
is nothing but plain bullying. So, while Islam is being 
“reformed”, the rest of the nation is forced to accept 
Hindutva, again through the whip of the law. We need 
to all accept the Cow as mother and live in regimes 
where people can be killed on even suspicion of want-
ing to eat beef. Christians can be arrested en masse for 
singing carols or preaching, but even remote parts of 
places even in Sikkim can host lavish Hindu recitals. 
The problem is not with the latter practise, it is in the 
evil which encourages the former to happen.

And into this mix arrived the end of Haj subsidy 
and the shamelessness with which one of the Minis-
ters claimed that despite the end of subsidy, India will 
be sending record number of Muslims to Haj this year. 
Sorry, that does not justify anything. We are a nation 
of One Billion, ending subsidy hence only makes Haj 
exclusive to the rich and the already privileged. The 
section which bene itted the most from the subsidy 
has been shooed away to make room for elite who can 
now pilgrimage without having to travel with the cat-
tle class. But inconsistency abounds even in pilgrim-
ages because even the Kailash Mansarovar, whether 
through Uttarakhand or overland through Sikkim is 
subsidised, for instance. There is no whisper yet of 
this being discontinued in keeping with the expressed 
commitment to end “appeasement”. And who are we 
kidding, Gujarat, the lab where such policies were re-
ined, and some other saffron-tinged states even offer 

Sindhu-Darshan subsidies for the proud Aryans to vis-
it Indus in Ladakh! And the Haj subsidy was the only 
problem some institutions saw? 

The term secular has been mischievously inter-
preted for far too long in our country and now it is 
heading into a dangerous direction, making it the right 
time to nudge it towards the right meaning. Let us be-
come secular in the truest sense of the world where 
religion carries no weight when it comes to affairs of 
the government or public policies. At present, gover-
nance sees being secular as being equally respectful/ 
celebratory of all faiths and since this is subjective and 
can be selectively expressed and enforced, we need 
to arrive at a state where government becomes faith-
blind. Then there will be no more appeasement, but 
more importantly, no more victimisation either.

MARC LE PAPE & JEAN HERVÉ 
BRADOL
theconversation.com
They are on the frontlines of any 
major con lict or disaster – but how 
much is known about the daily ex-
periences of humanitarian workers 
in these extreme situations? In their 
new book, Génocide et crimes de 
masse. L’expérience rwandaise de 
MSF (“Humanitarian Aid, Genocide 
and Mass Killings: Médecins sans 
frontières, the Rwandan experience, 
1982-97”), Marc Le Pape and Jean-
Hervé Bradol set out to answer some 
of these questions. The book is also 
informed by Bradol’s experience of 
working for Médecins Sans Frontières 
in Rwanda during the genocide. 
Here, they discuss their indings.

You investigated humanitarian op-
erations in the Great Lakes region 
between 1990 and 1997. This was a 
period of extreme violence against 
Rwandophone populations. You 
speci ically looked at the records of 
Doctors Without Borders in Paris. 
What did you hope to learn?
MARC LE PAPE: The actual day-to-
day work of humanitarian teams 
in situations of extreme violence is 
generally little known and under-
stood. That’s why our investigations 
focussed on messages from the ield, 
while most studies are far more con-
cerned about getting the macro-polit-
ical or macro-humanitarian picture. 
Taking a “micro” perspective meant 
we could observe the long-term evo-
lution of operations: how, and with 
whom, did teams need to negotiate to 
launch and maintain operations?

So we looked at how these teams 
got information and communicated 
with political and military author-
ities, various local authorities, UN 
agencies in the Great Lakes region, lo-
cal and international NGOs, religious 
leaders and people at emergency 
sites, in medical facilities and camps.

We also looked at the relationship 
between the ield of operations, na-
tional capitals and the various Doc-
tors Without Borders head of ices. We 
tracked ield accounts transmitted up 
the chain of command, how the organ-
isation’s head of ices reacted to the 
stories of violence, intimidation and 
prohibitions, and the way these were 
then framed and talked about publicly.

For example we examined all the 
documents, from internal alerts to 
public statements, demonstrating the 
gradual realisation of humanitarian 
workers in Rwanda in 1994 that they 

were witnessing the systematic, organ-
ised extermination of the Tutsi people.

Did humanitarian workers witness 
extreme violence?
JEAN-HERVÉ BRADOL: It’s shocking 
to see, from 1994 onwards, the extent 
to which humanitarian workers be-
came regular eyewitnesses to violence, 
murder and large-scale massacres. It is 
generally rare for humanitarian work-
ers to witness these kinds of events. 
They typically work at a distance from 
mass killing sites and the perpetrators 
remain largely anonymous. This was 
not the case in Rwanda.

The situation in April 1994 was 
extreme and basically unprecedent-
ed, at least for Doctors Without Bor-
ders. Humanitarian workers where 
present when the decision was made 
as to who would die and who would 
be spared. Some Rwandan staff mem-
bers were among the victims. Others 
were complicit, or even participated 
in these crimes.

Can you give a few examples of the 
violent situations Doctors Without 
Borders workers witnessed and 
what kind of lessons were learned 
– or not?
JEAN-HERVÉ BRADOL: In April 1994 
I was working in Kigali. In the irst 
few days following the assassination 
of former president Juvénal Habyari-

mana, we braced ourselves for a mas-
sive eruption of violence. We thought 
there would be reprisals against the 
Tutsi, but never imagined that the or-
der would be to “kill them all”.

Our team quickly realised that, 
at least in Kigali, the extermination 
of the Tutsi did not arise from cha-
os; instead, it was organised. Others 
also rapidly grasped the situation, in 
particular the head of the Interna-
tional Committee of the Red Cross 
delegation. It was awful. We knew the 
army was providing arms to the mili-
tia groups manning the road blocks. 
This made it extremely dangerous to 
evacuate wounded Tutsi adults to the 
Red Cross hospital: when they were 
caught, they were executed.

Later, Doctors Without Borders 
workers also witnessed irst-hand 
the horror of the prisons in Rwan-
da. Between September 1994 and 
May 1995, they worked in Gitarama, 
where 3,000 prisoners were incar-
cerated in a complex built for 400 
detainees. Some 800 prisoners died 
during this period. These people 
were arrested based solely on hear-
say. We were their doctors, so we 
could not escape the realities of the 
new regime’s policy and the crimes 
committed by the former rebels.

Among other shocking crimes 
committed by the new authorities 
was the Kibeho massacre in April 

1995. The new Rwandan (formerly 
rebel) army killed several thousand 
people in an internally displaced per-
sons refugee camp in front of a Doc-
tors Without Borders medical team. 
People convinced themselves that 
one mass crime, the Tutsi genocide, 
could hide other mass crimes com-
mitted by the new government.

As a sociologist, did you learn 
things that you had not realised 
were important to aid NGOs?
MARC LE PAPE: I learnt the extraor-
dinary importance of counting pop-
ulations: the numbers of people in 
camps and on the run, of victims and 
of people being treated.

Conducting frequent counts is 
of course crucial for humanitarian 
organisations, especially when they 
need to know how many supplies to 
bring to the ield. In the case of emer-
gency NGOs, counts are also political-
ly important to back up irst-hand ac-
counts, ensure that the murders they 
have witnessed are documented, and 
oppose competing statements that 
claim to be based on igures.

[Marc Le Pape is sociologue 
(Institut des mondes afric-

ains), École des hautes études 
en sciences sociales (EHESS); 

Jean-Hervé Bradol is Médecin, 
Fondation Maison des Sciences 

de l’Homme (FMSH) – USPC]

Living through the horrors of genocide:
humanitarian workers in Rwanda

The genocide memorial in Kigali. Humanitarian workers in Rwanda had to deal daily with the horrors of war.

ROGER BEATY
theconversation.com

Creativity is often de ined as the ability to come 
up with new and useful ideas. Like intelligence, 

it can be considered a trait that everyone – not just 
creative “geniuses” like Picasso and Steve Jobs – pos-
sesses in some capacity.

It’s not just your ability to draw a picture or de-
sign a product. We all need to think creatively in our 
daily lives, whether it’s iguring out how to make 
dinner using leftovers or fashioning a Halloween 
costume out of clothes in your closet. Creative tasks 
range from what researchers call “little-c” creativi-
ty – making a website, crafting a birthday present or 
coming up with a funny joke – to “Big-C” creativity: 
writing a speech, composing a poem or designing a 
scienti ic experiment.

Psychology and neuroscience researchers have 
started to identify thinking processes and brain re-
gions involved with creativity. Recent evidence sug-
gests that creativity involves a complex interplay 
between spontaneous and controlled thinking – the 
ability to both spontaneously brainstorm ideas and 
deliberately evaluate them to determine whether 
they’ll actually work.

Despite this progress, the answer to one question 
has remained particularly elusive: What makes some 
people more creative than others?

In a new study, my colleagues and I examined 
whether a person’s creative thinking ability can be 
explained, in part, by a connection between three 
brain networks.

MAPPING THE BRAIN DURING 
CREATIVE THINKING

In the study, we had 163 participants complete a 
classic test of “divergent thinking” called the alter-
nate uses task, which asks people to think of new and 
unusual uses for objects. As they completed the test, 
they underwent fMRI scans, which measures blood 
low to parts of the brain.

The task assesses people’s ability to diverge from 
the common uses of an object. For example, in the 
study, we showed participants different objects on a 
screen, such as a gum wrapper or a sock, and asked to 
come up with creative ways to use them. Some ideas 
were more creative than others. For the sock, one 

participant suggested using it to warm your feet – the 
common use for a sock – while another participant 
suggested using it as a water iltration system.

Importantly, we found that people who did better 
on this task also tended to report having more cre-
ative hobbies and achievements, which is consistent 
with previous studies showing that the task mea-
sures general creative thinking ability.

After participants completed these creative 
thinking tasks in the fMRI, we measured functional 
connectivity between all brain regions – how much 
activity in one region correlated with activity in an-
other region.

We also ranked their ideas for originality: Common 
uses received lower scores (using a sock to warm your 
feet), while uncommon uses received higher scores 
(using a sock as a water iltration system).

Then we correlated each person’s creativity score 
with all possible brain connections (approximately 
35,000), and removed connections that, according to 
our analysis, didn’t correlate with creativity scores. 
The remaining connections constituted a “high-cre-
ative” network, a set of connections highly relevant 
to generating original ideas.

Having de ined the network, we wanted to see if 
someone with stronger connections in this high-cre-
ative network would score well on the tasks. So we 
measured the strength of a person’s connections in 
this network, and then used predictive modeling to test 
whether we could estimate a person’s creativity score.

The models revealed a signi icant correlation be-
tween the predicted and observed creativity scores. 
In other words, we could estimate how creative a 
person’s ideas would be based on the strength of 
their connections in this network.

We further tested whether we could predict cre-
ative thinking ability in three new samples of partici-
pants whose brain data were not used in building the 
network model. Across all samples, we found that we 
could predict – albeit modestly – a person’s creative 
ability based on the strength of their connections in 
this same network.

Overall, people with stronger connections came 
up with better ideas.

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN A ‘HIGH-CRE-
ATIVE’ NETWORK

We found that the brain regions within the “high-cre-
ative” network belonged to three speci ic brain sys-
tems: the default, salience and executive networks.

The default network is a set of brain regions that 
activate when people are engaged in spontaneous 
thinking, such as mind-wandering, daydreaming and 
imagining. This network may play a key role in idea 
generation or brainstorming – thinking of several 
possible solutions to a problem.

The executive control network is a set of regions 
that activate when people need to focus or control 
their thought processes. This network may play a 
key role in idea evaluation or determining whether 
brainstormed ideas will actually work and modifying 
them to it the creative goal.

The salience network is a set of regions that acts 
as a switching mechanism between the default and 
executive networks. This network may play a key 
role in alternating between idea generation and idea 
evaluation.

An interesting feature of these three networks 
is that they typically don’t get activated at the same 
time. For example, when the executive network is 
activated, the default network is usually deactivated. 
Our results suggest that creative people are better 
able to co-activate brain networks that usually work 
separately.

Our indings indicate that the creative brain is 
“wired” differently and that creative people are bet-
ter able to engage brain systems that don’t typically 
work together. Interestingly, the results are consis-
tent with recent fMRI studies of professional art-
ists, including jazz musicians improvising melodies, 
poets writing new lines of poetry and visual artists 
sketching ideas for a book cover.

Future research is needed to determine whether 
these networks are malleable or relatively ixed. For 
example, does taking drawing classes lead to greater 
connectivity within these brain networks? Is it possi-
ble to boost general creative thinking ability by mod-
ifying network connections?

For now, these questions remain unanswered. As 
researchers, we just need to engage our own creative 
networks to igure out how to answer them.

[the writer is Postdoctoral Fellow in Cog-
nitive Neuroscience, Harvard University]

New study reveals why some people are more creative than others
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K , J  22 [PTI]: A 
prominent Nepalese business-
man has iled a defamation case 
against an Indian-origin pub-
lisher for allegedly publishing 
“false” news reports linking him 
to a money laundering case.

Ajya Raj Sumargi, the chair-
man of the Muktishree group 
of companies, iled the case at 
Kathmandu District Court alleg-
ing that Kailash Sirohiya, Kanti-
pur Media Group chairman and 
managing director, caused dam-
age to his reputation by publish-
ing false reports.

He demanded Rs 250 million 
as compensation.

The case was filed follow-
ing the news reports pub-

lished in Kantipur daily about 
Sumargi’s attempt to bring 
money as loan from offshore 
tax havens, including British 
Virgin Islands.

Sumargi said Sirohiya tried 
to blackmail him. He said that 
the publication of “false” re-
ports also obstructed the huge 
amount of foreign investment 
he was trying to bring into the 
country for establishing various 
industries.

He also sought protection for 
him, saying he was threatened 
by Sirohiya.

Defamation case iled against Indian-
origin publisher in Nepal

A , J  22 [PTI]: 
Over 1,400 Myanmarese 
nationals who took ref-
uge in Mizoram’s Lawngt-
lai district following clash 
between Arakan militants 
and the Army there in 
November last year have 
refused to return to their 
country, a senior police 
of icer said today.

The refugees who led 
Myanmar since Novem-
ber 25 last year following 
a crackdown on Arakan 
rebels by the Myanmar 
Army in the border areas 
refused to go back claim-
ing that they were “afraid” 
of the Myanmar Army per-
sonnel, Superintendent of 
Police of Lawngtlai, Lal-

sanglura said.
“Though the ighting 

between the Myanmar 
Army and the Arakan in-
surgents had apparently 
stopped and no gun ires 
heard for almost a month, 
the people who took shel-
ter in four villages along 
the Mizoram-Myan-
mar border - Laitlang, 

Dumzautlang, Zo-
chachhuah and Hmawng-
buchhuah, still refused to 
return to their respective 
villages,” the SP said.

The refugees were 
mainly from the border 
villages of Varang, Pal-
etwa, Pakangwa and Mu-
law in Myanmar’s Chin 
state.

Lalsanglura said the 
refugees were grouped 
in the relief camps in two 
villages for administra-
tive conveniences and 
also to ensure that all 
of them return to their 
homes after peace is re-
stored in the area from 
where they came. PTI 
HCV RG

Myanmarese refugees refusing to return to Myanmar: SP

K , J  22 [PTI]: 
The American Center 
Kolkata and the Library 
will remain closed from 
today for an inde inite 
period but consular ser-
vices will not be affected, 
the American Center said 
in a statement.

“The American Cen-
ter in Kolkata and the 
Library will remain 
closed to the public un-
til further notice. Any 
inconvenience is regret-
ted. Consulate Kolkata 
services will continue to 
function during the lapse 
in Congressional appro-
priations,” the statement 
said.

“If you have a sched-
uled visa interview or 

American Citizen Ser-
vices appointment, 
please arrive at the con-
sulate at your designated 
time,” it said.

On Saturday, the US 
government of icially 
shutdown for the irst 
time in ive years after 
the Senate rejected a 
short-term spending bill 
to keep the federal gov-
ernment running.

The shutdown began 
at 12:01 AM (local time) 
after a few Republicans 
joined Democrats in 
blocking the crucial 
measure which would 
have provided short-
term funding for the 
Pentagon and other 
federal agencies.

American Center
Kolkata announces 
inde inite closure
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A , J  22 [PTI]: Union Minister 
Ramesh.C Jigajinagi today congratulat-
ed Mizoram for its endeavour to make 
the entire state open defecation free 
[ODF] from March next.

In a meeting of top of icials of the 
state public health engineering de-
partment in Aizawl, Nigajinagi, who is 
the union minister of state for drinking 
water and sanitation, also lauded the 
efforts made by the state government 
and the general public on rainwater 

harvesting.
He asked the state government to 

prepare and submit a project for im-
provement and intensi ication of rain-
water harvesting in the state.

The state has, however, a long way 
to go in regard to waste management.

PHE Minister Zodintluanga, who at-
tended the meeting, said that the state 
government was making efforts to de-
clare Biate, now the cleanest town in 
the state, as the cleanest in entire Asia.

Jigajinagi congratulates Mizoram 
for its effort to be ODF

Central 
institutes 
facing land 
hurdles in 
North East: 
Minister
G , J  22 
[PTI]: Union minister 
Satyapal Singh today 
expressed concern over 
the frequent land hurdles 
faced by academic 
institutes, such as NIT 
and IIM, in the North East 
and said the Centre will 
take up the matter with 
the state governments of 
the region.

Brie ing reporters 
here after a meeting 
with vice chancellors 
of universities and di-
rectors of IIT, NIT, IIIT 
and IIMs, the minister 
of state for human re-
source development 
said some institutes in 
Manipur and Sikkim 
have been running from 
temporary campuses in 
absence of adequate in-
frastructure.

“The Union govern-
ment doles out funds 
for construction of infra-
structure of these insti-
tutions while the state 
allots land for them free 
of cost. We are following 
up with these state gov-
ernments on the matter,” 
Singh said.

The IIIT in Manipur 
and NIT in Sikkim do not 
have a proper set up, he 
said.

“The NIT-Sikkim was 
assured land in Gangtok 
sometime ago but it still 
continues to run from a 
temporary campus at Ra-
vangla with limited infra-
structure,” Singh stated.

The minister pointed 
out that retention of fac-
ulty is another other ma-
jor problem faced by the 
premiere institutes of the 
region.

“As some of these in-
stitutes are located in 
remote areas, far from 
the mainland, not many 
teachers are willing to 
shift base there. The mat-
ter is being taken up with 
the state governments,” 
Singh said.

He, however, ex-
pressed his satisfaction 
with their performance 
at the national and inter-
national level.

“Their performance 
is quite satisfactory but 
the institutes have to 
keep improving through 
research and innova-
tion...” he said.

Praising IIT-Guwahati 
for its achievements, he 
said its director has been 
given full freedom to re-
cruit faculty.

The Centre has taken 
an initiative to hire best 
professors from different 
ields of work. Under the 

Swayam Prabha scheme, 
curriculum-based lec-
tures will also be aired on 
32 Direct-to-Home [DTH] 
channels, he added.
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J , J  22 (PTI): 
Indian ace shuttlers P V 
Sindhu and Kidambi Sri-
kanth will look to make a 
positive start to the new 
season when they kick 
off the international cal-
ender at the USD 350,000 
Indonesia Masters World 
Tour Super 500 tourna-
ment beginning, here to-
morrow.

Sindhu and Srikanth 
have been simply sensa-
tional last season as they 
clinched multiple titles 
and they would begin 
their quest for another 
successful season, tak-
ing on Indonesia’s Hanna 
Ramadini and Malaysia’s 
Zulfadli Zulkif li respec-
tively in the main draw 
of women’s and men’s 
event.

Sindhu won three ti-
tles and three silvers last 
season, while Srikanth 
exceeded all expecta-
tions with four titles and 
a runners-up inish and 
the duo would hope to 
continue their good run 
in the new season.

Sindhu was in good 

form in the Premier Bad-
minton League (PBL) 
where her only loss was 
against Korea’s Sung Ji 
Hyun but Srikanth had 
to endure three losses 
against Chinese Taipei’s 
Tzu Wei Wang and com-
patriots H S Prannoy and 
B Sai Praneeth.

Coming back from 
an ankle injury, London 
Games bronze medal-
list Saina Nehwal, who 
had a moderate last sea-
son with the only high-
light being the bronze 

at World Championship, 
will have a tough task 
at hand when she faces 
young world no 8 Chen 
Yufei, seeded seventh, in 
the opening round.

H S Prannoy, who 
achieved a career-best 
ranking of world no 10 
with some scintillating 
performances last year, 
will begin the season with 
a clash against Denmark’s 
Rasmus Gemke, while a 
it-again Sameer Verma 

will meet a formidable 
Kazumasa Sakai of Japan 

in the opening round.
Prannoy had a good 

outing at the PBL before 
his 10-match winning 
streak was snapped by 
Thailand’s T Saensom-
boonsuk. The Indian 
had also lost to world 
no 1 Viktor Axelsen in 
the semi inals to end 
Ahmedabad Smash Mas-
ters campaign in the 
third edition.

In men’s doubles 
competition, Satwiksairaj 
Rankireddy and Chirag 
Shetty will meet eighth 

seeded Japanese pair of 
Takuto Inque and Yuki 
Kaneko, while Manu Attri 
and B Sumeeth Reddy face 
Chinese Taipei’s Lu Ching 
Yao and Yang Po Han.

In the men’s quali i-
ers tomorrow, four Indi-
ans, including Common-
wealth Games champion 
Parupalli Kashyap, will 
be in fray.

While Kashyap will 
square off against In-
donesia’s Shesar Hiren 
Rhustavito, Sourabh 
Verma faces Indonesia’s 
Sony Dwi Kuncoro and 
Subhankar Dey, who 
pulled off an upset win 
against France’s Brice 
Leverdez in the PBL, 
plays local shuttler Panji 
Ahmad Maulana.

Promising shuttler 
Abhishek Yelegar takes on 
Malaysia’s Chong Wei Feng.

The tournament 
will also serve as a good 
match practice for the 
Indian shuttlers, espe-
cially defending champi-
on Sindhu, ahead of the 
India Open starting Jan-
uary 30.

Sindhu, Srikanth eye Indonesia
Masters in new season

IPL to run 
from April 
7-May 27, 
opener and 
inal in 

Mumbai
N  D , J  22 
(PTI): The 11th edition 
of the Indian Premier 
League (IPL) will be held 
from April 7 to May 27 
with the tournament 
opener and inal to be 
played in Mumbai, the 
IPL Governing Council 
(GC) announced today.

The opening cere-
mony will take place in 
Mumbai on April 6.

Accepting broadcast-
er Star Sports’ request, 
the IPL GC has also al-
lowed a shift in timings 
of the matches. The 8pm 
game will now begin at 
7pm while the 4pm start 
has now been pushed to 
5.30pm.

“The broadcaster has 
requested for change in 
timings. By and large the 
GC has accepted it. It gets 
too late in the night if the 
game starts at 8pm,” said 
IPL Chairman Rajeev 
Shukla after the GC meet-
ing here.

Former India captain 
Sourav Ganguly, also a 
GC member, could not at-
tend the meeting.

“As far as the double 
headers on weekends 
are concerned.

The 4pm game will 
now be played at 5.30pm. 
There will be an overlap 
but the broadcaster says 
it has enough channels to 
show the games simul-
taneously,” Shukla said 
further.

At the meeting, it was 
also decided that Kings XI 
Punjab will play four of 
their home games in Mo-
hali and three in Indore.

The home matches 
of Rajasthan Royals, who 
are returning to IPL after 
serving a two-year ban, 
will be inalised after the 
Rajasthan High Court’s 
hearing on January 24.

“The matter is in court. 
I think on 24th (Wednes-
day), the court may dis-
pose off the matter. We are 
waiting for that.

Preference will giv-
en to Jaipur if the stadi-
um is ready and court 
clears RCA’s status. If 
that doesn’t happen, the 
alternate venue will be 
Pune,” said Shukla 

A total of 578 players 
including 360 Indians 
will go under the ham-
mer at the IPL auction in 
Bangalore on January 27 
and 28.

M , J  22 (PTI): Crick-
et icon Sachin Tendulkar today 
gave a pep talk to members 
of the Indian women’s cricket 
team, who will travel to South 
Africa for a gruelling ODI and 
T20 series.

It is learnt that Tendulkar 

spoke to the members of the 
team captained by Mithali Raj, 
for over an hour, at the Mumbai 
Cricket Association’s Bandra 
Kurla complex here.

The Indian’s women team 
will tour South Africa for a 
three-match ODI series, which 

starts at Kimberly on February 
5, followed by a ive-match T20 
series, which begins on Febru-
ary 13 at Potchefstroom. The 
players were quite inquisitive 
and asked Tendulkar on how he 
prepared before a Test match.

It was also understood that 

that the legendary batsman told 
the players to go with a positive 
frame of mind and advised them 
not to worry about the condi-
tions there. Tendulkar has also 
told the members not to burden 
themselves and advised them to 
avoid making minor mistakes.

Tendulkar gives pep talk to women’s team ahead of SA series

M , J  22 (PTI): 
Gaurika Bishnoi, the 
No. 1 golfer on the Hero 
Women s Professional 
Tour in 2017, will return 
to action for the irst time 
in 2018 as she tees up 
for the second leg of the 
2018 Hero WPGT tomor-
row.

Gaurika, who had 
an extremely successful 
2017 season with one 
win, ive seconds and an-
other three third places 
in 15 starts, missed the 
irst leg.

Interestingly, the 
winner of the opening 
leg, Vani Kapoor will be 
missing from the line-up 
for the second leg at the 
BPGC in Mumbai.

Also back in the 
line-up for the event is 
Sharmila Nicollet, who is 
hoping to make a mark 
this year after having set-
backs on account of inju-
ries over the past couple 
of seasons.

The other names to 
watch out for at the BPGC 
will be Amandeep Drall, 
who was second in the 
Order of Merit in 2017, 
Smriti Mehra, Gursimar 
Badwal, Neha Tripathi, 
Saaniya Sharma, Afshan 

Fatima and Tvesa Malik 
among others.

The 2017 season saw 
no less than seven win-
ners from the 16 legs. The 
most successful was Vani 
Kapoor with four wins 
in six starts, while Neha 
Tripathi won three times. 
Three golfers, Amandeep 
Drall, Gursimar Badwal 
and Tvesa Malik won two 
times each.

On Tuesday, Gaurika 
Bishnoi will be going out 
with Ayesha Kapur and 
Millie Saroha in the sec-
ond group, while Tavleen 
Batra and Anisha Padu-
kone will be the irst to 
tee off in a two ball.

Afshan, Saaniya and 
Gursimar will play to-
gether in the third group, 
while Mehar Atwal, sea-
soned Vandana Agarwal 
and Suchitra Ramesh will 
be the next and they will 
be followed by Aman-
deep Drall, Neha Tripathi 
and Trisha Sunil.

Siddhi Kapoor, Hita 
Prakash and Sharmila 
Nicollet will be in the 
second to last group and 
the inal grouping will 
feature, Sonam Chugh, 
Smriti Mehra and Tvesa 
Malik.

Gaurika returns
to action in second 

leg at Hero WPGT

J , J  22 [PTI]: 
India coach Ravi Shastri on 
Monday defended the team 
management’s decision to leave 
out Ajinkya Rahane from the 
irst two Tests in South Africa, 

saying Rohit Sharma was the 
best option going by form.

One of the most successful 
Indian batsmen overseas in re-
cent years, vice-captain Rahane 
was not picked for the Tests 
in Cape Town and Centurion, 
with the Indian team manage-
ment preferring to go with lim-
ited-overs specialist Sharma on 
“current form”.

But Sharma’s failure to live 
upto the expectations and the 
Indian batting’s inability to 
stand upto the South African 
pace attack in the preceding 
matches attracted widespread 
criticism, forcing the manage-
ment to rethink about Rahane.

“If Ajinkya (Rahane) had 
played the irst Test and not 
done well, you would have 
asked me the same question 
about why Rohit hasn’t played. 
Rohit played, he didn’t do well, 
so you are asking me why Ajink-

ya didn’t play,” a de iant Shastri 
told reporters when queried 
about the selection policy.

“The same would have hap-
pened with the fast bowlers. So 
you have choices. The team man-
agement has discussed what is 
the best option. They stick by it 
and they go by it,” Shastri said.

“Overseas, you go on current 
form, you go on conditions.

You see which player can 
adapt to certain conditions 
quicker than the other,” he 
added.

But if yesterday and today’s 
practice sessions at the Wander-
ers were any indication, there is 

a possibility of Rahane’s return 
to the playing XI for the inconse-
quential third Test starting here 
on Wednesday.

The India coach said on 
overseas tours, a team is forced 
to select their playing XI keeping 
conditions in mind.

“Chopping and changing 
overseas is easier. In India, you 
don’t need to chop and change 
because you know what the con-
ditions are and for which bowler 
to play, as opposed to what kind 
of track you will get,” Shastri 
said.

“Whether you need a bowl-
er with bounce or you need a 

bowler with swing, so that’s 
where the chopping and chang-
ing starts,” he added.

Shastri also refused to the 
criticism back home.

“Experts are meant to do 
a job. They can say what they 
want. It doesn’t affect us. They 
have a job to do, so they are en-
titled to what they say,” Shastri 
signed off.

Shastri’s dig at experts came 
following former India opener 
Virender Sehwag’s criticism of 
skipper Virat Kohli’s selection 
policy.

After suffering a 72-run 
defeat in the first Test in 
Cape Town, India made three 
changes to their playing XI 
with KL Rahul replacing Shi-
khar Dhawan and Ishant Shar-
ma coming in for Bhuvnesh-
war Kumar, whose three-wick-
et burst in the first morning of 
the opening Test had rocked 
the hosts.

And Sehwag did not mince 
words when he stated that Kohli 
“should drop himself” if he fails 
in the second Test against South 
Africa.

Ravi Shastri defends Rahane’’s
ommission from fi rst 2 Tests

Thimphu (Bhutan), Jan 
22 (PTI): Bengaluru FC 
will hope their young 
guns come to the fore 
when they take on Bhuta-
nese side Transport Unit-
ed in an AFC Cup prelim-
inary round ixture at the 
Changlimithang Stadium 
here tomorrow.

The Blues have made 
the trip with a relative-
ly young squad that in-
cludes four players from 
the Bengaluru FC ‘B’ 
team along with a few ex-
perienced hands in Len-
ny Rodrigues, Lalthuam-
mawia Ralte, Toni Dovale 
and Alwyn George.

Albert Roca is con i-
dent that the squad will 
make the chance count.

“As a coach you want 
to utilise your complete 
squad as much as possible 
and this game is a chance 
for those players who 
have been training hard 
and waiting to deliver,” 
Roca told reporters here.

“I must also look after 
the players who are play-
ing week in, week out in 
the Indian Super League. 
This team has players 
who played an AFC Cup 
inal and tomorrow I ex-

pect them to lead by ex-
ample,” he added.

In Transport Unit-
ed, Bengaluru will be up 
against the Bhutan Na-
tional League champions 
who went through the 
entire 2017 league sea-

son unbeaten.
However, with just six 

teams competing in the top 
tier, gauging their suprem-
acy is a tad bit dif icult.

“Transport United 
are opponents who we 
do not have too much 
information about which 
makes things a little 
tricky for us. But from 
whatever little we have 
seen over videos, you can 
tell they are a good side,” 
Roca said.

Bengaluru will also 
have to contend with 
playing in high altitude 
and temperatures drop to 
anywhere between 2 and 
6 degrees in the evenings. 
“The conditions will sure-
ly be a challenge for us and 
we will have to stick to the 
plan if we are to balance 
all factors surrounding 
this game,” Roca said.

Finalists in the 2016 
edition of the tourna-
ment, Bengaluru fell 
short in the regional inal 
last year and Roca said he 
was aware of the expec-
tations surrounding the 
club in Asian competition.

“We have shown we 
can be consistent at a very 
good level and tomorrow 
we start all over again.” 

For the record, Bhu-
tan is the 13th different 
country that the Blues 
will travel to play in 
Asian Competitions since 
their debut on the conti-
nental stage in 2015.

Blues take on
Transport United

in AFC Cup
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WINTER CRASH COURSE      
X & XII CBSE / ISC/ ICSE - 2017-18 

Try & continue, highly experienced faculties

UDISHA

NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR AFFECTIONATE MORNING DEAR RESPECT DEAR HAWK EVENING

Draw Time: 11:55 am onwards Draw Time: 04:00 pm onwards Draw Time: 08:00 pm onwards
Draw No:7 DrawDate on:21/01/18 Draw No:7 DrawDate on:21/01/18 Draw No:25 DrawDate on:21/01/18
1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 91H 036 1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 88H 24891 1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 87C 55574

(Including Super Prize Amt) (Including Super Prize Amt) (Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 03622 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 24891 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 55574 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9000/-
02502 20216 21606 30536 38452 23983 29395 31140 33160 46336 05523 12810 47453 47629 49751
51297 69728 80931 95034 97656 50255 58524 80745 89807 92172 71928 80357 89824 91520 92346
3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0110 0673 2007 2132 2624 3470 6298 7197 9143 9632 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0946 4407 5250 5683 6711 6904 7820 8591 9945 9998 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0043 0343 1986 2819 3818 5031 5538 6210 6300 8731
4th Prize Rs.250/- 0481 1657 6713 8228 8253 8543 9243 9348 9641 9855 4th Prize Rs.250/- 0358 4808 5196 5223 5405 5588 7530 8521 8611 9129 4th Prize Rs.250/- 0401 1852 2244 2747 4379 5231 8590 9097 9651 9733
5th Prize Rs.120/- 5th Prize Rs.120/- 5th Prize Rs.120/-
0038 0050 0055 0058 0231 0297 0300 0353 0766 0903 0050 0264 0292 0352 0377 0483 0492 0623 0629 0713 0071 0132 0227 0259 0609 0633 0742 0775 0787 0820
1056 1285 1326 1370 1407 1778 1835 1970 2005 2135 0831 0840 0930 0932 0969 1060 1211 1291 1429 1519 0954 0964 0989 1203 1261 1598 1782 1810 1828 1866
2287 2371 2612 2854 2905 3029 3058 3085 3086 3163 1626 1663 1668 1682 1730 1739 1930 2151 2374 2454 1918 1977 2000 2178 2254 2287 2408 2429 2453 2511
3207 3291 3387 3703 3949 4098 4120 4179 4330 4375 2484 2504 2641 2813 2955 3095 3151 3257 3306 3335 2633 2673 3295 3370 3656 3671 3788 3819 3987 4060
4461 4508 4516 4659 4680 4683 4704 4782 4801 4803 3500 3519 3680 3742 3765 4028 4055 4120 4124 4138 4089 4124 4166 4232 4325 4380 4382 4506 4560 4635
4861 4887 5041 5056 5198 5471 5522 5607 5639 5659 4238 4434 4602 4605 4825 4991 5268 5269 5294 5357 4653 4787 4829 5265 5281 5305 5312 5324 5418 5473
5681 5980 6051 6096 6132 6299 6333 6564 6783 6834 5457 5543 5673 5719 6480 6558 6563 6650 6692 6781 5609 5634 5664 6447 6610 6639 6766 6826 6908 7041
6841 7025 7052 7169 7207 7355 7503 7550 7628 7678 6866 7131 7175 7416 7508 7562 7724 7802 7842 7899 7054 7074 7188 7272 7322 7334 7406 7496 7600 7651
7712 7805 7852 7984 8152 8178 8308 8359 8450 8485 7937 8118 8227 8310 8729 8811 8903 8914 8991 9051 7733 7766 7774 7839 7870 8009 8140 8158 8201 8309
8628 8687 8706 9000 9386 9441 9503 9646 9777 9857 9083 9106 9206 9255 9281 9380 9415 9589 9600 9810 8569 8823 9074 9398 9450 9454 9479 9523 9710 9816

Issued by: 
The Director, Nagaland State Lotteries, Kohima, Nagaland
For Results, Please visit: www.nagalandlotteries.com

K I N D L Y     C H E C K     T H E     R E S U L T S     W I T H     T H E     O F F I C I A L     G A Z E T T E  

 LABHLAXMI ARIES  MUMBAILAXMI RAM
 Draw No:8 DrawDate on:22/01/18  Draw No:8 DrawDate on:22/01/18
 1st Prize Rs.10,000/- 6398  1st Prize Rs.10,000/- 3710 2nd Prize Rs.2,000/- 1937
 2nd Prize Rs.1,000/- 5136 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 5760  3rd Prize Rs.1,000/- 1472 4th Prize Rs.500/- 3240
 4th Prize Rs.300/- 6571 5th Prize Rs.  200/- 2340  5th Prize Rs.220/-
 6th Prize Rs.100/-  1036 1050 1057 1059 1060 1073 1082 1100 1114 1167
 1016 1036 1048 1052 1057 1097 1110 1221 1294 1296  1199 1247 1258 1302 1307 1328 1339 1354 1409 1430
 1331 1353 1355 1370 1396 1492 1495 1554 1568 1591  1441 1449 1457 1508 1514 1541 1544 1547 1695 1733
 1634 1647 1687 1692 1694 1727 1739 1761 1816 1859  1872 1894 1896 1935 1981 2016 2017 2029 2045 2074
 1890 1898 1899 1911 1916 1986 1988 1996 2028 2071  2088 2094 2098 2105 2120 2141 2158 2168 2189 2191
 2096 2106 2113 2133 2137 2159 2171 2197 2198 2225  2211 2314 2342 2373 2378 2412 2425 2464 2479 2497
 2249 2273 2284 2304 2323 2336 2368 2383 2398 2480  2507 2518 2582 2591 2625 2631 2659 2682 2701 2724
 2503 2504 2522 2533 2541 2552 2571 2577 2608 2616  2742 2787 2823 2844 2868 2874 2902 2922 2948 2953
 2638 2648 2676 2730 2783 2876 2894 2977 2979 3009  2995 3002 3026 3175 3178 3233 3315 3319 3343 3367
 3066 3079 3104 3112 3146 3191 3313 3363 3368 3391  3379 3463 3534 3541 3591 3615 3659 3664 3665 3679
 3419 3442 3519 3566 3574 3583 3589 3615 3670 3676  3680 3689 3693 3694 3711 3729 3739 3740 3752 3756
 3678 3709 3753 3766 3774 3810 3874 3896 3967 3982  3777 3786 3824 3842 3843 3876 3903 3925 3956 3967
 3990 4003 4013 4015 4078 4080 4193 4199 4225 4233  4010 4035 4073 4107 4122 4182 4203 4230 4243 4249
 4248 4282 4286 4303 4342 4369 4399 4401 4430 4440  4292 4298 4319 4333 4360 4385 4398 4467 4482 4498
 4442 4450 4455 4459 4482 4519 4542 4557 4668 4690  4513 4529 4546 4567 4595 4621 4627 4653 4682 4695
 4693 4705 4723 4746 4815 4837 4839 4849 4860 4865  4702 4784 4787 4791 4836 4911 4963 5015 5018 5032
 4888 4977 5022 5034 5052 5085 5096 5101 5105 5106  5040 5081 5107 5115 5130 5158 5209 5302 5313 5318
 5138 5142 5150 5174 5253 5255 5271 5303 5324 5326  5324 5360 5407 5432 5435 5476 5504 5513 5522 5563
 5331 5342 5343 5344 5409 5418 5464 5465 5466 5470  5587 5588 5590 5664 5673 5674 5697 5699 5733 5747
 5516 5521 5579 5589 5599 5618 5718 5743 5745 5770  5748 5791 5795 5800 5814 5815 5849 5854 5867 5973
 5788 5790 5802 5824 5840 5896 5942 5984 6057 6061
 6097 6126 6133 6135 6142 6223 6236 6277 6283 6311 Issued by :
 6313 6332 6371 6373 6410 6411 6420 6422 6450 6526 The Director, Sikkim State Lotteries,
 6558 6569 6620 6645 6654 6671 6700 6701 6712 6730 Government of Sikkim,Deorali-737102,Sikkim
 6736 6755 6774 6807 6866 6899 6912 6918 6931 6971 Please Visit : www.sikkimlotteries.com

 S I K K I M   S T A T E   L O T T E R I E S

Affordable and elegant 
Interior Design Solutions 
for your Residential and 

Commercial spaces.
We have options for all budgets 
and designs for all requirements

DECOR & DESIGN 
Sikkim/ Siliguri 

Contact us:
9932927660, 
9609973344, 
9641612082

Decor & Design

LOST: I Suresh 
Limboo son of 
Sohan Singh 

Limboo resident 
of Hee Goan, 

West Sikkim has 
lost my original 

Certifi cate of Iden-
tifi cation (COI) 

under vol no. XII 
while travelling 
from jorethang 
to Hee Goan. If 
found contact: 
9593388546.

   SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES
 SIKKIM LOHRI SPECIAL BUMPER

          Draw No:2 DrawDate on:22/01/18
          1st Prize Rs.1 Crores/- E 41468
          (Including Super Prize Amt)
          2nd Prize Rs.10 Lakhs/- B 65874
         (Including Super Prize Amt)
          3rd Prize Rs.9,000/- 50181 66778 71434 76193 76577
          81614 85830 87277 93538 96361
          4th Prize Rs.7,000/- 40197 43027 47702 49934 55975
          58779 59271 70751 71704 90402
          5th Prize Rs.2,000/- 0116 0901 0965 1677 2797
          3258 4573 5697 8667 8753
          6th Prize Rs.500/- 0430 0665 0791 1306 2550
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S , J  22 (AP): Conservative 
South Korean activists burned a 
large photo of North Korean lead-
er Kim Jong Un as the head of the 
North’s extremely popular girl band 
passed them today during a visit 
to Seoul amid a lurry of coopera-
tion agreements between the rivals 
ahead of next month’s Winter Olym-
pics in the South.

Hyon Song Wol, a North Korean 
celebrity who heads Kim’s hand-
picked Moranbong Band, began a 
two-day visit yesterday, triggering 
media frenzy in South Korea about 
Hyon, who is also in charge of the 
North’s artistic performances during 
the Olympics.

It has been rare for such a 
high-pro ile North Korean to travel 
to South Korea in recent years as bi-
lateral ties deteriorated over North 
Korea’s nuclear program before the 
nations abruptly began seeking to 
improve relations this month ahead 
of the February 9-25 Olympics.

After her visits to potential ven-
ues for North Korean performances 
in an eastern city, Hyon arrived back 
Monday at the Seoul railway station 
where she saw about 150 to 200 ac-
tivists protesting her visit and recent 
inter-Korean rapprochement deals.

Hyon saw the activists but did 
not react. After she left the area, the 
demonstrators used a blowtorch to 

burn Kim’s photo, a North Korean 
lag and a “uni ication lag” that ath-

letes of the rival Koreas plan to carry 
together during the opening cere-
mony of the Olympics.

Police used ire extinguishers to 
put out the ire, but the activists lat-
er stamped on Kim’s photo and the 
lags and burned them.

Police plan to investigate the pro-
testers, according to Yonhap news 
agency. The Seoul Metropolitan Po-
lice Agency said they couldn’t imme-
diately con irm the report.

Hyon’s visit made her the subject of 
intense South Korean media attention, 
with photographers following her ev-
ery move and TV stations aggressively 
reporting about not only her career 
and band but also her fox-fur muf ler, 

boots and facial expressions.
The band, with young women in 

short skirts and high heels dancing and 
singing odes to Kim, has drawn wide 
attention even though little informa-
tion about it is available to outsiders.

South Korean media say Hyon is 
an army colonel and is close to Kim.

South Korea’s liberal govern-
ment led by President Moon Jae-in 
sees North Korea’s participation in 
the games, both in sporting events 
and cultural exchanges, as a way to 
calm tensions caused by the North’s 
recent nuclear and missile tests and 
war of words with the United States.

“We need wisdom and efforts to 
keep alive the chances for dialogue 
we’ve pulled off miraculously after the 
Pyeongchang Olympics,” Moon said.

“We must get South-North Ko-
rean talks developed into talks be-
tween North Korea and the United 
States ... so that we can resolve the 
North Korean nuclear issue peace-
fully,” Moon said in a meeting with 
aides, according to his of ice.

Under a deal brokered by the In-
ternational Olympic Committee, the 
two Koreas will ield their irst uni-
ied Olympic team, in women’s hock-

ey, and have their athletes march to-
gether under the joint lag depicting 
their peninsula during the February 
9 opening ceremony.

North Korea is to send a total of 
22 athletes to the games after they 
were granted exceptional entries by 
the IOC.

The deals on a uni ied hockey 
team and the use of the joint lag 
have caused a heated debate in 
South Korea, re lecting changes in 
public views toward North Korea in 
recent years.

A survey showed a majority of 
South Korean oppose the joint hock-
ey team, which critics say will de-
prive South Korean players of due 
playing time.

South Korea’s main conservative op-
position party complained over what it 
called excessive security for Hyon.

“The Moon government is offer-
ing gracious hospitality to a North 
Korean army colonel as if she’s a 

queen. ... Did they forget North Korea 
had until recently been threatening 
to turn South Korea into a sea of ire 
with its nuclear weapons and mis-
siles?” a party statement said.

The current mood of reconcilia-
tion between the Koreas began after 
North Korean leader Kim expressed 
his willingness to improve ties and 
send a delegation to the Olympics 
during his annual New Year’s address.

Outside critics have dismissed 
Kim’s overture as a tactic to use im-
proved ties with Seoul to weaken US-
led international sanctions against 
North Korea’s nuclear and missile 
programs.

Hyon’s Moranbong Band will not 
visit South Korea during the games, 
but she will head a little-known 
140-member art troupe that is to 
perform twice.

The art troupe, which com-
prises orchestra members, singers 
and dancers, is part of North Ko-
rea’s Olympic delegation that also 
includes a 230-member cheering 
group, journalists and a taekwondo 
demonstration team.

Hyon was traveling with six 
other North Koreans. They inspect-
ed possible venues in the eastern 
city of Gangneung, where some 
Olympic events are scheduled to 
take place, yesterday and in Seoul 
today.

S Koreans burn Kim’s photo as N Korean band leader passes

ADITI KHANNA 
L , J  22 (PTI): The next 
submissions hearing in the ex-
tradition trial of Vijay Mallya 
over alleged fraud and money 
laundering amounting to Rs 
9,000 crores remains uncertain 
as the case was today not dis-
cussed in a London court due to 
differences among lawyers on a 
mutually convenient date.

Chief Magistrate Emma Ar-
buthnot was listed to hear the 
case at Westminster Magistrates 
Court today, with the 62- year-
old embattled liquor baron ex-
empt from attending.

However, the case was not 
discussed in the court as the 
lawyers are yet to agree on a 
mutually convenient date.

The next hearing date is 
expected within the next few 
weeks, to be determined inter-
nally between the legal counsels 
and announced at a later date.

The case had been left unde-
cided over the issue of admissi-
bility of evidence presented by 
the Indian authorities at a hear-

ing earlier this month.
Judge Arbuthnot is set to 

rule on the issue once Mallya’s 
defence team completes its ar-
gument claiming “absence of 
a strong prima facie case” and 
the Crown Prosecution Service 
(CPS), arguing on behalf of the 
Indian government, responds in 
favour of the evidence.

Meanwhile, Mallya s bail on 
an extradition warrant has been 
extended until April 2.

The next hearing is expected 
to also lead to a time-frame for 
closing arguments and verdict 
in the case, which seeks to es-
tablish that there are no bars to 
Mallya being extradited to India 

to stand trial on the charges of 
fraud and money laundering.

A senior of icial had con-
irmed that the Indian govern-

ment has now presented all clar-
i ications sought by the judge 
during a hearing in the case in 
December, including regular 
medical assistance that will be 
made available to the business-
man at Arthur Road Jail in Mum-
bai where he is to be held.

At the last hearing on January 
11, Mallya’s barrister Clare Mont-
gomery argued that evidence 
that was claimed as a “blueprint 
of dishonesty” by the CPS was 
in fact privileged conversation 
between Mallya and his law-
yer about “legal advice in clear 
contemplation of litigation” and 
hence should be inadmissible.

On a separate category of 
evidence presented by the In-
dian government, Montgomery 
questioned the reliability of in-
vestigating of icers in the case. 
She pointed to over 150 pages 
of “near identical material” pur-
porting to be statement of wit-

nesses taken under Section 161 
of the Indian CrPC.

Dismissing the nature and 
source of these witness state-
ments, Mallya s defence claimed 
they do not meet “obligations” 
under the India-UK extradition 
treaty to provide “proper” state-
ments.

The Indian authorities have 
stressed that they are con ident 
the evidence meets all the re-
quirements under the treaty.

Mallya was arrested by Scot-
land Yard on an extradition war-
rant in April 2017 and has been 
out on bail on a bond worth 
650,000 pounds.

Chief Magistrate Arbuthnot 
will present her ruling within 
a timeframe she sets out at the 
end of the trial. If she rules in fa-
vour of the Indian government, 
the UK home secretary will have 
two months to sign Mallya’s ex-
tradition order.

However, both sides will 
have the chance to appeal in 
higher courts in the UK against 
the chief magistrate’s verdict.

Mallya extradition trial’s next hearing date remains uncertain

US govt 
workers home 
without pay 
as shutdown 
impasse 
drags on
W , J  22 
(AFP): Hundreds of 
thousands of US federal 
employees were staying 
home without pay today 
after lawmakers failed 
to reach an agreement 
on ending a govern-
ment shutdown before 
the start of the working 
week.

Although leaders 
of President Donald 
Trump’s Republican Par-
ty and the opposition 
Democrats said prog-
ress had been made in 
a weekend of talks, they 
pushed back a scheduled 
late-night vote to noon 
(2230 IST) today.

The impasse, the irst 
of its kind since 2013, 
had already cast a huge 
shadow over the irst an-
niversary of Trump’s in-
auguration as president 
on Saturday.

After special week-
end sessions of Congress 
which had seen bitter 
recriminations traded 
by both parties, Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell pledged to ad-
dress Democrat concerns 
over key issues such as 
immigration reform in a 
speech to the chamber 
late yesterday.

The Senate’s top 
Democrat Chuck Schum-
er responded by saying 
he was “happy to con-
tinue my discussion 
with the majority leader 
about reopening the gov-
ernment” but added that 
the parties were “yet to 
reach an agreement on a 
path forward.” 

Hopes that the shut-
down, which began at 
midnight Friday, could 
be limited to the week-
end were raised Sunday 
when a bipartisan group 
huddled for hours try-
ing to end the stand-
off, but they ultimately 
failed to resolve all their 
differences.

C , J  22 (PTI): In a veiled 
attack on China, exiled former 
Maldivian president Mohamed 
Nasheed today accused “a large, 
emerging power” of “land grab” in 
the strategically located island and 
buying up its sovereignty.

He also said this year’s elec-
tions in the politically- troubled 
nation were the last chance to save 
democracy.

Nasheed, 50, the country’s 
irst democratically-elected lead-

er -- was sentenced to 13 years 
in jail on terror charges in March 
2015 over the arbitrary arrest of 
chief criminal judge Abdullah Mu-
hammed during his presidency.

He was granted asylum in the 
UK after he was authorised to seek 
medical treatment there amid 
mounting foreign pressure.

He said the opposition would 
put forward a unity candidate if he 
was prevented from contesting the 

elections.
He said it was important to 

vote out President Abdulla Ya-
meen as “a large, emerging power 
is busy buying up the Maldives”.

“Buying up our islands, buying 
up our key infrastructure, and ef-
fectively buying up our sovereign-
ty. This land grab is very worry-
ing,” he said in Colombo without 
directly naming China.

The land grab was happening 
because of a Free Trade Agree-
ment, Special Economic Zones and 
an amendment to the Constitution 
authorising foreign ownership of 

land or freeholds, Maldives Inde-
pendent quoted him as saying.

The Constitution previously 
prohibited foreign ownership of 
any part of Maldivian territory but 
was changed in 2015.

Critics fear the move could 
enable China to set up bases in 
the Maldives. Maldives recently 
signed an FTA with China, causing 
concerns in India. This year’s elec-
tions were the last chance to save 
democracy in the country, he said 
in Colombo, where his Maldivian 
Democratic Party (MDP) activists 
are based.

“If I can contest I will. If I am 
not allowed, it will be seen as un-
constitutional,” he said.

The opposition would not boy-
cott the elections if Yameen ig-
nored any UN ruling, he said, add-
ing the four leaders were “in prin-
ciple, in agreement, about ielding 
a common candidate”.

Nasheed accuses China of land grab in Maldives
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EtCETERA

A R C T I C   C I R C L E  - HALLATT

B A B Y   B L U E S  - KIRKMAN & SCOTT

L O C K H O R N S  - HOEST & REINER

ARIES: Some rather intense and 
vivid dreams could inspire you to 
embark on some in-depth study of 
a subject that specifi cally interests 
you, Aries. This could involve the 
arts, philosophy, or metaphysics. 
Travel plans to one of the world’s 
great spiritual centers, such as Jeru-
salem, Glastonbury or Vrindavana, 
might be on your mind as a result. 
Your level of intuition is very high 
today, so whatever you dream of 
doing, give it some serious thought. 
It might be just what you need!  
TAURUS: Romantic relationships 
take on a fairytale aura, Taurus, 
bringing up the kind of desire, 
passion, and sense of unity associ-
ated with Lancelot and Guinevere. 
Therefore, this should be a won-
derful day to schedule an intimate 
evening with a romantic partner. 
You could feel so much in tune with 

your friend that you may come with 
the same words at the same time. 
Enjoy this wonderful feeling, but 
don’t lose sight of reality.  
GEMINI: Today you might attend 
more than one group activity or 
social event involving spiritual or 
metaphysical matters. Your sense of 
intuition is very high, Gemini, and 
your level of understanding is es-
pecially acute. Therefore, concepts 
that could be confusing at other 
times could seem as clear as a bell 
today. You might form strong bonds 
with others who are also present, 
and you might make plans to meet 
with them again in the future. En-
joy!  
CANCER: Intellectual or artistic 
work could take up a lot of your 
time today, Cancer. Your level of 
inspiration is high, and you’re apt 
to be full of ideas that others would 

fi nd benefi cial. You’re also likely 
to sense the thoughts and feelings 
of those around you before they 
themselves are consciously aware 
of them. This not only increases 
your career standing, it can help 
you in the love department. Enjoy 
your day!  
LEO: Study of religion and spiritu-
al matters could well be of particular 
interest for you today, Leo. You’re 
likely to discuss your knowledge 
and beliefs regarding such matters 
with a close friend, which could 
prove rather enlightening for both 
of you. Whatever you learn will 
prove to be artistically inspiring, so 
don’t be surprised if you fi nd your-
self spending some time writing 
down your thoughts or turning them 
into pictures. Don’t limit yourself!  
VIRGO: Today communication 
with others is more likely to be on 

a subtle rather than verbal level, 
Virgo. When the phone rings, you 
might already know who’s on the 
other end of the line before you pick 
it up. You could also pick up tele-
pathically on the thoughts of others. 
Books and articles about people 
who have had similar experiences 
could increase your understanding 
of them. Don’t fi ght it! Go with the 
fl ow.  
LIBRA: Inspiration drawn from 
recent religious or spiritual occur-
rences could have you writing down 
accounts of your experiences, Libra, 
perhaps with the idea of someday 
publishing them. Your concentra-
tion could well be intense, as writ-
ing for you today may not be only 
creative but therapeutic as well. It 
will also help to attend classes or 
workshops or simply to discuss the 
subject with a friend. Knowledge is 

essential.    
SCORPIO: You should be feeling 
especially strong and healthy to-
day, Scorpio. The drive to exercise, 
particularly if you do it alone and 
outdoors, is likely to get the en-
dorphins going and thus give you 
a natural high, which could lead to 
an increased level of inspiration and 
intuition. After you fi nish, it might 
be a good idea to sit in a park, pref-
erably near water, to allow yourself 
to come down. Meditate and take a 
close look at your inner state.  
SAGITTARIUS: Today, Sagittari-
us, you might fi nd yourself picking 
up uncanny telepathic messages 
from a friend who lives some dis-
tance from you. A telephone call 
might reveal that this person has 
just received some good news, and 
that they were just thinking of call-
ing you! This probably won’t be 

the only ESP experience you have 
today. Your level of intuition is very 
high, so be prepared for some un-
usually strong psychic messages.    
CAPRICORN: Creative inspira-
tion fl ows freely today, Capricorn, 
enabling you to channel it in more 
than one way. An opportunity to 
earn a sizable fee doing something 
artistic could come your way. Spir-
itual or metaphysical studies may 
be involved. This might represent 
the attainment of a long-term goal 
you’ve been striving to reach, and 
therefore you’re apt to be rather ex-
cited about it. Tonight, go out and 
celebrate your success with your 
friends.    
AQUARIUS:  Usually you prefer 
to approach events with a practi-
cal and scientifi c attitude, Aquar-
ius, but today you’re feeling es-
pecially intuitive and more aware 

of the other worlds, so it might be 
diffi  cult to hang on to your usual 
mindset. Some uncomfortable feel-
ings you’ve had about events in the 
news could prove to be accurate, 
which might be a bit disconcerting. 
Remember that there is so much in 
the Universe that can’t be explained 
through logic or science!  
PISCES: If you’ve been thinking 
about taking up the study of astrol-
ogy, numerology, alchemy, or any 
other occult science, this is the day 
to get started, Pisces. Scientifi c ad-
herence to facts and rules combines 
with enhanced telepathic abilities 
to bring about a burgeoning skill in 
such fi elds. Look up some friends 
who share your interest and arrange 
to attend a class or workshop on 
whatever subject appeals to you the 
most. At day’s end your mind could 
be spinning!
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23RD JANUARY
WORLD HISTORY
1571: The Royal Exchange 
in London is opened by 
Queen Elizabeth I.
1849: Briton Elizabeth 
Blackwell becomes the irst 
woman doctor, when she 
graduates from University 
of Geneva in New York State.
1973: US President Richard 
Nixon appears on nation-
al television to announce 
‘peace with honour’ in Viet-
nam.
1982: Abba spent their last 
week in the UK Top 20, with 
One of Us.
1983: The A-Team debuts 
on TV.
1983: Czech tennis player 
Ivan Lendl beats John McEn-
roe in straight sets in the 
inal of the Volvo Masters 

at Madison Square Garden, 
New York.
1986: The irst ten musi-
cians are inducted into the 
Rock ‘n’ Roll Hall of Fame - 
James Brown, Elvis Presley, 
Ray Charles, Buddy Holly, 

PC ROCKS! Actress Priyanka Chopra attends the Mov-
iePass House Park City during Sundance 2018 in Park 
City, Utah.

Chuck Berry, Sam Cooke, 
Fats Domino, the Everly 
Brothers, Jerry Lee Lewis 
and Little Richard.
1989: Surrealist artist Sal-
vador Dali dies in Spain, 
aged 84.
1989: James Brown is sen-
tenced to 6 years in jail in 
connection with a police 
chase through U.S. two 
states.
2002: Wall Street Journal 
reporter Daniel Pearl is kid-
napped by the National Move-
ment for the Restoration of 
Pakistani Sovereignty.
2004: Bob Keeshan, Captain 
Kangaroo, dies at the age of 
76.

INDIAN HISTORY
1897: Subhas Chandra 
Bose, a Congress lead-
er-turned-Indian nationalist 
hero who controversially 
courted Germany and Ja-
pan and courageously led 
an underprepared but de-
termined force to ight the 
British during World War 2, 
was born on this day in 1897 
in Cuttack, which was then a 
part of the Bengal Province.
1926: Bal Thackeray, pol-
itician and founder of Shiv 
Sena, was born.
1947: Ramesh Sippy, Hindi 
ilm director, was born.

The 2018 SAG Awards 
brought together awards 

season’s key players once 
again on Sunday night to 
honor the best acting in ilm 
and television with awards 
voted on by the Screen Ac-
tors’ Guild. Kristen Bell was 
the show’s irst-ever host.

“Three Billboards Out-
side Ebbing, Missouri,” which 
went into the night tied with 
“Lady Bird” with the most 
[four] nominations of the lot, 
was the night’s big winner 
with three major wins, in-
cluding Outstanding Perfor-
mance by a Cast in a Motion 
Picture, solidifying itself as 
the front-runner for Best Pic-
ture at March’s Oscars.

On the television side, 
“This Is Us” and “Veep” 
reigned supreme with two 
major wins each, including 
Outstanding Performance by 
a Cast in a Drama Series and 
Comedy Series, respectively. 
“Big Little Lies” also picked 
up two individual acting 
wins.

Morgan Freeman accept-
ed the Lifetime Achievement 
Award from previous recipi-
ent Rita Moreno.

See all of the red carpet 
looks below:

Outstanding Performance 
by a Cast in a Motion Pic-
ture:The Big Sick, Get Out, 

Lady Bird, Mudbound, Three 
Billboards Outside Ebbing, 
Missouri [WINNER].

Outstanding Performance 
by an Ensemble in a Drama 
Series: The Crown, Game of 
Thrones, The Handmaid’s 
Tale, Stranger Things, This Is 
Us [WINNER].

Outstanding Performance 
by an Ensemble in a Comedy 
Series: Black-ish, Curb Your 
Enthusiasm, GLOW, Orange 
is the New Black, Veep [WIN-
NER].

Outstanding Performance 
by a Female Actor in a Com-
edy Series: Uzo Aduba [Or-
ange Is the New Black], Ali-
son Brie [GLOW], Jane Fonda 
[Grace and Frankie], Julia 
Louis-Dreyfus [Veep-WIN-
NER], Lily Tomlin [Grace and 
Frankie].

Outstanding Performance 
by a Male Actor in a Come-
dy Series: Anthony Ander-
son [Black-ish], Aziz Ansari 

[Master of None], Larry Da-
vid [Curb Your Enthusiasm], 
Sean Hayes [Will & Grace], 
William H Macy [Shame-
less-WINNER], Marc Maron 
[GLOW].

Outstanding Performance 
by a Male Actor in a Lead-
ing Role: Timothee Chala-
met [Call Me by Your Name], 
James Franco [The Disaster 
Artist], Daniel Kaluuya [Get 
Out], Gary Oldman [Dark-
est Hour-WINNER], Denzel 
Washington [Roman J Israel, 
Esq].

Outstanding Performance 
by a Female Actor in a Lead-
ing Role: Judi Dench [Victoria 
& Abdul], Sally Hawkins [The 
Shape of Water], Frances Mc-
Dormand [Three Billboards 
Outside Ebbing, Missou-
ri-WINNER], Margot Robbie 
[I, Tonya], Saoirse Ronan 
[Lady Bird].

Outstanding Performance 
by a Male Actor in a Support-

ing Role: Steve Carell [Battle 
of the Sexes], Willem Dafoe 
[The Florida Project], Woody 
Harrelson [Three Billboards 
Outside Ebbing, Missouri], 
Richard Jenkins [The Shape 
of Water], Sam Rockwell 
[Three Billboards Outside 
Ebbing, Missouri-WINNER].

Outstanding Performance 
by a Female Actor in a Sup-
porting Role: Mary J Blige 
[Mudbound], Hong Chau 
[Downsizing], Holly Hunter 
[The Big Sick], Allison Jan-
ney[I, Tonya-WINNER], Lau-
rie Metcalf [Lady Bird].

Outstanding Performance 
by a Male Actor in a Television 
Movie or Miniseries: Bene-
dict Cumberbatch [Sherlock], 
Jeff Daniels [Godless], Robert 
De Niro [The Wizard of Lies], 
Geoffrey Rush [Genius], Alex-
ander Skarsgard [Big Little 
Lies-WINNER].

Outstanding Performance 
by a Female Actor in a Tele-

vision Movie or Miniseries: 
Laura Dern [Big Little Lies], 
Nicole Kidman [Big Little 
Lies-WINNER], Jessica Lange 
[Feud: Bette & Joan], Susan 
Sarandon [Feud: Bette & 
Joan], Reese Witherspoon 
[Big Little Lies].

Outstanding Performance 
by a Male Actor in a Dra-
ma Series: Jason Bateman 
[Ozark], Sterling K. Brown 
[This Is Us-WINNER], Peter 
Dinklage [Game of Thrones], 
David Harbour [Stranger 
Things], Bob Odenkirk [Bet-
ter Call Saul].

Outstanding Performance 
by a Female Actor in a Drama 
Series: Millie Bobby Brown 
[Stranger Things], Claire 
Foy [The Crown-WINNER], 
Laura Linney [Ozark], Elisa-
beth Moss [The Handmaid’s 
Tale], Robin Wright [House of 
Cards].

Outstanding Action Per-
formance by a Stunt Ensem-
ble in a Comedy or Drama 
Series: Game of Thrones 
[WINNER], GLOW, Home-
land, Stranger Things, The 
Walking Dead.

Outstanding Action Per-
formance by a Stunt En-
semble in a Motion Picture: 
Wonder Woman [WINNER], 
Baby Driver, Dunkirk, Logan, 
War For The Planet Of The 
Apes.

SAG Awards 2018: Complete list of winners

Ranveer Singh, Deepika 
Padukone and Shahid Ka-

poor‘s Padmaavat is inally 
releasing on January 24 [paid 
previews] after tons of con-
troversies and protests. The 
advance bookings for the ilm 
have inally opened for 3D 
and Imax 3D shows on Janu-
ary 24 and 2D shows on Jan-
uary 25. And looks like it has 
started off with a bang.

According to trade expert 
– Akshaye Rathi [exhibitor 
and distributor], Padmaavat 
has opened to tremendous 
advance bookings across In-
dia. As Akshaye revealed ex-
clusively, “After the Supreme 
Court’s decision to lift the ban 
in Rajasthan and the other 
states, the advance bookings 
have started off tremendous-
ly. The buzz and the bookings 
have been unprecedented till 
now and I am sure, Padmaa-
vat will open very well. Even 
though the protests continue, 
I am sure legitimate busi-
nesses will screen the ilm 
and will have enough securi-
ty to ensure smooth screen-
ing of the ilm.”

According to Akshaye, Pad-
maavat will have a fantastic 
opening on day one, collecting 
nearly Rs 25-30 crore, even 
though it will be a working day. 
All this has been possible cour-
tesy the huge buzz surround-
ing the movie and the large 
screen space that Padmaavat 

has get. Releasing in 2D, 3D, 
Imax 3D, Tamil and Telugu; 
we are sure that Sanjay Lee-
la Bhansali’s period ilm will 
get more than 4000 screens 
across India. But will it be the 
widest release ever? This is 
something to watch out for.

In the meantime, the pro-
tests against Padmaavat con-
tinue to escalate. 200 Rajput 
women have threatened to 
commit jauhar if the ilm re-
leases. The Karni Sena has 
also called for a nationwide 
ban.

Padmaavat opens to tremendous advance
bookings, reveals trade expert


