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SUDIPTA CHANDA
S , 06 J :

In politics there is a time for con-
frontation and there is a time to 

back off. And, to convert backing off 
into an art and earn cheers for that 
as well is a talent the Gorkha Jan-
mukti Morcha (GJM) can learn from 
West Bengal chief minister Mamata 
Banerjee.

See how astutely she has re-
versed her position vis a vis the 
Bengali in schools as a language is-
sue. Facing a serious challenge in the 
Darjeeling hills on the issue, she has 
swapped the policy for ‘optional’ in 
place of ‘compulsory’. An off the cuff 
decision such as that, however, en-

tails questions.
If the Bengal CM believes that by 

making the issue optional she has 
nipped the Gorkha Janmukti Mor-
cha (GJM) sponsored agitation and 
the people’s grievance as well at the 
bud, she is probably mistaken. The 
GJM is unlikely to let go off such a 
hard-found issue and will continue to 
whip public sentiment one way or the 
other to ensure the new-found move-
ment does not lose momentum. The 
GJM’s future may hang on it.

Back off Mamata has, but not 
before she sounded a storm warn-
ing against the GJM leadership from 
Mirik on Monday. Indicating audit of 
the Gorkhaland Territorial Adminis-

tration (GTA) fund position and ex-
huming the former All India Gorkha 
League leader, Madan Tamang’s 
murder issue in which several GJM 
leaders are implicated, the West 
Bengal CM signaled some serious 
administrative measures coming the 
GJM leaderships’ way.

The gloves would, however, be off 
if and when that happens. The GJM 
chief Bimal Gurung has already indi-
cated that his party would intensify 
the ongoing movement. He has also 
demanded rati ication from the state 
Assembly that the Bengali language 
would not be made compulsory for 
the hill schools.

Gurung of all people knows that 

his party does not command polit-
ical supremacy in the hills as be-
fore. Some serious competitors have 
cropped up to challenge the GJM 
hegemony. He also knows that the 
people would now question the logic 
behind a movement after Mamata an-
nounced the ‘optional’ angle for Ben-
gali language in schools. Ironically, 
for Gurung and by extension the GJM 
there is no option but to agitate.

The question therefore, agitate 
for, or against what? Language is 
a sentimental issue bordering on 
identity. The next in line with simi-
lar undertones is the statehood is-
sue. And here the GJM might have 
a window. Among the many things 

Mamata stated from Mirik on Mon-
day there was a broad hint about the 
GTA’s tenure coming to an end. That 
means elections and therein may lie 
the GJM’s scope to extend its political 
exercise in the name of Gorkhaland.

The next few days when Mama-
ta and her cabinet colleagues would 
be in Darjeeling are crucial for the 
region. The CM in many ways is a 
street ighter. She would refuse to 
buckle under GJM pressure. The GJM 
on the other hand needs to cling on 
to the movement it has set rolling. 
If the impasse continues the con-
ditions can only worsen. You can 
almost hear the people pray sane 
heads will prevail.

Movement straining on the leash in Darjeeling hills

SUMMIT REPORT
N , 06 J :

Sikkim Democratic 
Front has called for a 

public hearing to explain 
delays in the construc-
tion work at Bhaichung 
Stadium here. The hear-
ing is scheduled for 08 
June, Thursday, here at 
the stadium itself.

This project has 
dragged on for years now 
and a visit to the site of-
fers no optimism since 
the dug up facility ap-
pears nowhere near com-
pletion. The project is as 
much an eyesore as it is a 
convenient point to criti-
cize the government, and 
now, it appears, patience 

has worn very thin.
The call for a public 

hearing to discuss the 
delay and work out ways 
to expedite the project 
followed from a door-to-
door campaign of Nam-
chi-Singithang constit-
uency led by area vice 
president, Gagan Rai, and 
chairperson (Tourism 
Board), RN Rai, today. 

The team visited the 
construction site and in-
spected the ongoing con-
struction works. The visit 
was also joined by Dis-
trict Collector (South), 
Raj Kumar Yadav and Ad-
ditional Superintendent 
of Police (South), Linda 

SDF calls for public
hearing on Bhaichung 

Stadium delay

SUMMIT REPORT
M , 06 J : The second day 
of Janta Mela under Gram Swaraj 
Abhiyan 2017 was held today at 
Makha Bazar East Sikkim. 

The event, organized by the 
Rural Management & Develop-
ment Department, was attended 
by Chief Minister Pawan Cham-
ling along with his Cabinet col-
leagues, MLAs, Heads of Depart-
ments and party workers.

Addressing the event, the 
Chief Minister highlighted some 
of the important projects and 
schemes launched under his 
leadership. 

“I have done more than I had 
committed to the people. Wom-
en in Sikkim are secure and in-
ducted in many more govern-
ment sectors since our govern-
ment came to of ice,” he said.   

By 2018, Sikkim will be Kut-
cha house free, and the people 
whose names have been left out 
will be provided with home con-
struction plots with government 
funded houses, provided they 
ile their names for the scheme, 

he said. 
The CM further appealed to the 

panchayats and MLAs to be fair in 
disbursement of the schemes, say-

ing that their only priority should 
be the people, especially those in 
need of assistance.  

He also warned government 
employees against looking for il-
legal bene its from the schemes. 

He urged the contractors 
and engineers to helm the proj-
ect with dedication.

The Chief Minister also 
urged the people to be more in-
volved in organic cultivation. 

He also announced a scheme 
which will provide unmarried 
women of the state with Rs 2000 
per month as inancial assistant 
from the government which he 

promised to increase to Rs 5000 
per month. 

He also announced that 
the old age pension will be in-
creased to Rs 1,000 for Septua-
genarians aged  between 70-79 
years old, Rs 1,500 to octogenar-
ians (between 80-89 years old) 
and Rs 2,000 for nonagenarian 
(persons above 90 years old).  

He also announced pension 
for farmers which is scheduled 
to commence from the 2018-19 
inancial year.

He also announced increase 
of honorarium to Rs 2000 for tra-

CM announces slew of scheme
upgradations at Janta Mela
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AFFECTED PEOPLE 
REGISTER SUPPORT 
FOR STAGE IV AND 
NHPC, WANT GOVT 
TO CLARIFY STAND 
ON HYDEL PROJECTS
WANGCHUK BHUTIA
M , 06 J : 

Hydel projects, it appears, 
are not destined for smooth 

progress or even unanimity 
among the affected people, and 
Teesta Stage-IV hydel project, 
currently proposed to be de-
veloped by NHPC, is shaping 
up to be an even more divisive 
undertaking that past projects. 
Coming on the heels of an-
ti-dam outpourings in Dzongu 
recently, today, some 800 stake-
holders hailing from all three 
constituencies of North Sikkim 
and claiming representation 
from all 270 affected landown-
ers, marched to the headquar-
ter town of Mangan to register 
their support for Teesta Stage-
IV, its construction by NHPC 

and demanding its implemen-
tation at the earliest.

Where the anti-project 

section has the presence of 
Dzongu MLA, Sonam Gyat-
so Lepcha, in its ranks, the 

pro-project group today had 
two MLAs – Forest Minister 
Tshering Wangdi Lepcha who 

represents Lachen-Mangan in 
the legislative assembly, and 

Pro-Stage III landowners march to Mangan

GJM to 
resurrect 
Aandolan, 
roadmap to 
be announced 
today
SUMMIT REPORT
D , 06 J : 

Gorkha Janmukti 
Morcha president, 

Bimal Gurung, has de-
cided to resurrect the 
Gorkhaland agitation. 
He will be announcing 
the programme for the 
renewed Gorkhaland 
struggle from Darjeeling 
on Wednesday, 07 June.

Today, the GJM’s lan-
guage protest rally in Dar-
jeeling commenced from 
the Gorkha Ranga Man-
cha and culminated in a 
public meeting convened 
at the Chowk Bazar.

Later, Mr Gurung, 
while addressing the 
press, stated that GJM’s 
45 elected members of 
the Gorkhaland Territorial 
Administration will begin 
resigning from the GTA in 
a phased manner soon.

The GTA chief stated 
that he had no problems 
with the West Bengal 
Government conducting 
as special audit in the 
GTA. This was in connec-
tion with WB Chief Min-
ister’s allegations made 
yesterday of misappro-
priation in GTA funds and 
plans to order a special 
audit on the same.

“A resolution of ex-
empting the Hills, Terai 
and Dooars from having 
to study the Bengali lan-
guage has to be adopted 
in the Cabinet,” demanded 
Mr Gurung today, clear-
ly not satis ied with the 
clari ication made by the 
WB CM at Mirik yesterday 
that Bengali was not being 
made compulsory.

“We will walk on the 
Gorkhaland path and will 
continue our agitation till 
the goal is reached,” Mr 

SUMMIT REPORT
N , 06 J : 

A fatal road mishap oc-
curred today on the 

Namchi-Rangpo stretch 
claiming one life. 

The accident is 
reported to have oc-
curred at around 2:40 
pm when a taxi Savari 
[SK/01/J/1384], carry-
ing 11 persons was head-
ing towards Rangpo from 
Namchi. When the vehi-
cle reached Biring-Mam-
ring nearly 15 Kms from 
Rangpo, the driver lost 
control and vehicle tum-

bled down the road.
19 year old Nikesh 

Bantawa of Ravangla 
died while being rushed 
to medical assistance. All 
other passengers have 
been admitted at Singtam 
and Rangpo hospitals. 
They have suffered minor 
injuries bt are being kept 
under observation.

The case against driv-
er of the vehicle Madan 
Gurung had been regis-
tered at Namchi PS US 
184 of Cental Motor Ve-
hicle Act 1988 and case 
is under investigation.

One killed in road mishap
at Biring-Mamring 
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Gurung went on to add. 
A protest rally will 

commence from Lebong 
Cart Road and culminate 
at the Ranga Mancha on 
Wednesday followed by 
Mr Gurung’s address. 
Torch rallies will be 
brought out every eve-
ning by the Morcha from 
Wednesday onwards, he 
further announced.

“Gurung is misin-
forming people and try-
ing to launch a reign of 
terror in the Hills,” stated 
Rajen Mukhia, TMC Pres-
ident, Darjeeling, while 
commenting on the lat-
est announcements.

contd from pg01

GJM to 
resurrect 
Aandolan...

SUMMIT REPORT
K , 06 J :

Commuters on NH10 are routinely 
caught in traf ic snarls for pro-

longed hours due to repair and reno-
vation works on the highway that in-
cludes the construction of drainage, 
culverts, parapets, etc, works which 
are underway full swing at different 
locations between Teesta Bridge and 
Coronation Bridge.

The West Bengal Public Works 
Department which is now taking 
care of the national highway was 
sanctioned Rs 35 crore from the 
central government to renovate, 
construct, and reconstruct differ-
ent parts of NH10, but problems for 
smooth traf ic creeps in when they 
unload stone chips, sand and other 
construction materials on the road-

side, cramping its already narrow 
stretches.

The fund is sanctioned to con-
struct and reconstruct causeways, 
culverts, protection walls, install 
steel protection bars, parapet con-
struction, road pitching, repairs and 
even beauti ication of National High-
way 10.

Himalayan Rajmarg Chalak San-
gathan, a union of truck drivers from 
Darjeeling and Sikkim, have raised 
the issue of regular traf ic conges-
tion that occurs on the Highway.

The HRCS president, Rabin Tha-
pa, points out that the problem is 
because of the construction mate-
rials that are unloaded on the road 
narrowing the driving space.

He adds that the problem is wors-
ened by PWD’s insuf icient manpow-

er to manage the traf ic which causes 
logjams and create avoidable chaos.

Stories of missed lights are now 
commonplace and could be avoided 
if only the WB PWD deputed more 
people to regulate vehicular move-
ment at the bottlenecks created by it.

The situation will turn for worse 
once the monsoon arrives. 

Added to this is the fact that 
PWD, unlike GREF, doesn’t have big 
machines to clear the massive land-
slides which collapse on the high-
way. 

“Monsoon is approaching and 
the highway will be full of mudslides. 
PWD lacks proper machines to clear 
the rubble. It will take more time to 
clear the roads and maintain traf ic. 
Drivers and passengers will be trou-
bled even more,” said Mr Thapa.  

Seti Jhora and Bhotay Bhir are 
landslide prone areas. Seti Jhora has 
a record of closing the highway for 
four days in 2015 due to a landslide 
and Bhotay bhir claimed one life 
last year. Furthermore, its late for 
PWD to start construction work as 
the monsoon is not the best time for 
such undertakings.

 National Highway was taken 
care by the GREF in the past. Last 
year, before monsoon they handed 
over their responsibility to the PWD. 
People were unsatis ied with the 
work that was done by the Border 
Roads Organisation then. Unfortu-
nately even after handing over the 
work to Public Works Department, 
the chief problem of the drivers and 
passengers are not yet resolved.

 Meanwhile, Jeewan Chettri, the 

executive member of Himalayan Ra-
jmarg Chalak Sangathan said that 
the new construction and renova-
tions of drains will be a problem 
for the drivers later as the PWD has 
constructed the drains in a box-for-
mat when ‘V’ shaped construction 
would be easy to remove cars if they 
get stuck.

 ‘GREF used to construct 
V-shaped drains and it was easy for 
the drivers to remove their vehicles 
by putting a stone in the drains, the 
box shaped drain will be a prob-
lem to remove cars if their wheels 
get stuck, it has also narrowed the 
road and the traffic will me more 
congested’ said Mr Chettri adding 
that HRCS and other drivers have 
appealed the PWD to do a proper 
work.

Palmu Chettri.
Speaking about com-

plaints of slack moni-
toring by the concerned 
authority, Mr Gagan Rai 
said, “Bhaichung Stadium 
is an important project 
for the state government. 
The state government 
has aimed to develop an 
important asset for Nam-
chi through this stadium. 
The reason to call for a 
public hearing is to sort 
out this problem and 
come up with a solution.”

He further informed 
that the party has already 
informed the DC regard-
ing the construction work 
complaints and that a 
meeting has been ixed 
with the Engineering Cell 
and Secretary of Sports & 
Youth Affairs Department 
on 08 June, 

Mr Rai has appealed 
to the general public of 
Namchi to attend the 
public hearing and place 
their suggestions to en-
sure early completion of 
Bhaichung Stadium and 
help develop it as an as-
set for Namchi. 

SDF calls 
for public
hearing on 
Bhaichung 
Stadium...
contd from pg01

BJP cleans 
Lall Bazaar 
then joins 
issue with 
complaints
G , 06 J : A 
meeting of Bharatiya Jan-
ta Party’s Sikkim unit was 
held under the chairman-
ship of its vice-president 
and incharge of Swachh 
Bharat Abhiyan, Devika 
Basnet, here at Lall Ba-
zaar. The programme 
was attended by the BJP 
national secretary and 
Sikkim incharge, Rajnish 
Singh as chief guest. 

A BJP state-unit press 
release informs that Mr 
Singh and party workers 
took part in a cleanli-
ness drive at Lall Bazaar 
premises which was fol-
lowed by a public meet-
ing.  The release informs 
that during the meeting, 
All Sikkim Traders Union 
vice-president, Lakpa 
Sherpa, shared various 
problems, including is-
suance of trade licenses, 
being faced by traders 
of Lall Bazaar and other 
parts of the State. 

It is informed that he 
further alleged that the 
concerned authority has 
also been not listening to 
the problems being faced 
by traders.

NH10 commuters face delays caused
by Rs 35 cr road repair work

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 06 J : 

Yuksam-Dubdi Gram Panchayat Unit 
observed World Environment Day 

yesterday by organizing a cleanliness 
cum plantation drive around the area. 
500 saplings of trees, plants and herbs 
were planted in the area, a press re-
lease informs. 

Sub Divisional Magistrate (Yuk-
sam), Dr Sonam Rinchen Lepcha, Block 
Development Of icer (Yuksam), Nickjey 
Lamu Bhutia, Deputy Director (Human 
Resource and Development Depart-
ment),  Pema G. Bhutia, State Bank of 
Sikkim Branch Manager (Yuksam), Ajit 
Gurung, Medical Of icer (Yuksam PHC), 
Dr Reena Tamang along with the pan-
chayat members of the GPU attended 
the function and took part in the plan-
tation drive. 

The SDM, in his address, stressed 
on the importance of observing the day 
and talked about the climate change 
and how it impacted life in various 
forms. 

The Gram panchayat also installed 
large numbers of eco-friendly waste 
bins made from bamboo at various lo-
cations under the GPU to check littering 
of garbage on roadside, footpaths, and 
at public places. 

Speaking at an occasion held at the 
SDM’s of ice premises, the Yuksam Pan-
chayat President, Buddha Hang Subba, 
urged the residents to make use of the 
bins and keep the surroundings and 
roads clean.

A similar programme was also or-
ganised at the Primary Health centre at 
Yuksam and the Yuksam Senior Second-
ary School, informs the release.  

Yuksam prioritises clean
environs on WED

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 06 J : Rongneck Junior 
High School, East Sikkim, observed 
World Environment Day by planting 
tree saplings and organizing an aware-
ness campaign in and around its cam-
pus. 

Deputy Mayor, Lashey Doma Bhutia, 
attended the function as the chief guest 
along with retired Forester, Nambi 
Tshering Bhutia. 

The chief guest, in her address, 
urged the students to protect the envi-
ronment and educate the people to live 

by environment friendly rules. 
Headmistress, Chabi Pradhan, in 

turn, laid emphasis on the need to in-
culcate love towards environment and 
nature among the students.

“The technological onslaught has 
led the children to grow apart from na-
ture, it is pertinent for all of us to make 
them aware about the importance and 
value of environment and nature”, she 
said.

An awareness rally was also taken 
out from the school premises to Chan-
mari Bazaar, a press release informs.

WED at Rongneck JHS

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 06 J :

World Environment 
Day was observed 

by the Eco Club of 
Phalaichadara Junior 
High School on 05 June 
with Tumin Range 

BO Kewal Prasad Rai 
attending the function 
as chief guest, a press 
release informs. 

The programme was 
based on the theme 
‘Connecting People with 
Nature’. Programmes 

like painting 
competition, elocution 
contest were organized 
and the students also 
presented a skit based 
on environment and its 
conservation. 

A plantation drive 

along with an awareness 
rally was also held 
by the students. The 
programme was also 
attended by the area 
Forest Guard, Bhola 
Nath Dangal, the release 
informs. 

Phalaichadara JHS spends WED with foresters

Chakung Jan 
Kalyan Sangh 
leads WED 
observance 
at home
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 06 J : 

On the occasion of 
World Environment 

Day, Chakung Jan Kalyan 
Sangh carried out a mass 
plantation drive at Lep-
cha Gaon and Durpiney in 
Chakung in West Sikkim 
on Monday. 

A press release from 
the organisation informs 
that the organisation has 
been carrying out various 
environment-related ac-
tivities every year for the 
preservation of environ-
ment. It is informed that 
during the drive on 05 
June, around 250 saplings 
of different varieties were 
planted in the local forest 
area and places of tourist 
interest.

The release adds that a 
cleanliness drive was also 
carried out at Chakung 
Gumpa premises.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 06 J :

The Will Power Humanitarian 
today launched its new initia-

tive, ‘Give a Hand’, in the capital. 
The initiative was launched in 

the memory of Late Payal Agarwal, 
a social worker associated with the 

Mayalmu Shelter Home in Tadong .
The Will Power Humanitarian 

staff and volunteers from Sikkim 
were present during the ceremony 
held at the Sidhartha Balak Chatra 
Niwas at Ranipool. The organi-
sation has chosen the Bal Chatra 
Niwas, a children’s home, to start 

their new initiative as it focuses on 
kindness and help.

During the ceremony, they cel-
ebrated the birthday of the late 
Payal Agarwal. The programme 
was attended by the members of 
Happy Club, Stars of Hope (NGO) 
and others.

Will Power Humanitarian
starts giving a hand from

Bal Chatra Niwas

J , 06 J  (IPR): 
Health Minister Arjun Kumar 
Ghatani inaugurated two hous-
es constructed under the Chief 
Minister’s Rural Housing Mission 
(CMRHM) at ward No 02 of Zoom 
Gram Panchayat Unit and Pipaley/ 
Samsing Gelling Gram Panchayat 
Unit today. The Minister is also 
the area MLA for Zoom-Salghari.

Mr Ghatani congratulated the 
bene iciaries Jyoti Rai and Amber 
Bdr Rai and talked about the vi-
sion of the Chief Minister towards 
upliftment of people by improving 
their social and economic status. 

The bene iciaries expressed 
their heartfelt gratitude towards 
the Chief Minister for his gesture 
and for always working towards the 
happiness of the Sikkimese people.

Thereafter, Mr Ghatani led 
an inspection visit to Zoom-
Soreng road with the engineers 
and concerned of icials. 

He instructed the engineers to 
ensure durability of roads without 

compromising on quality of mate-
rials thereby ensuring top condi-
tion of the inal road conditions. 

Blacktopping for paving roads 
needs to be expedited for ear-
ly completion, he stated. 

The Minister also inspect-
ed Zoom Fatak-Namrik road and 
asked engineers to submit an es-
timate report at the earliest. 

Later, Mr Ghatani visited Segang 
Junior High School where the school 
submitted a demand letter seeking 
fencing of the campus so that the 
newly established kitchen garden 
can be protected from stray cattle. 

The Minister also interact-
ed with the staff and students 
and took stock on the existing 
status of the school. He high-
lighted the government’s en-
deavors towards delivering 
quality education in the state. 

During his visit Mr Ghatani was 
accompanied by the panchyats, 
of icials, youths, and villagers.

Ghatani hands over
two CMRHM homes, inspects

roads in constituency
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Gangtok on 
Wednesday, 

07 June
Temp: 25°C /17°C
Forecast: A couple 
of whowers and a 
thunderstorm in 
the morning; oth-
erwise, cloudy.
Sunrise: 04:40 AM
Sunset: 06:29 PM

REBYNA RANA
G , 06 J :

Having recovered 
from a severe injury, 

Sikkim’s Sonam Zang-
po Bhutia is back on the 
ield and this time he is 

not quitting. The 23 year 
old footballer is current-
ly playing for the Ulkha 
Football Club of Siliguri 
at the ongoing Siliguri 
Super Division League. 

Sonam hails from  Sho-
tak basti beyond Tashi 
View Point in East Sikkim 
and has played in several 
state and national level 
tournaments. He has kitted 
up for renowned clubs of 
the State like United Sik-
kim Football Club and the 
nation, like Mohun Bagan. 

He really took off pro-
fessionally from Sports 
Authority of India, Namchi. 

After a string of won-
derful performances on 

the ield, he was called 
up by Mohun Bagan SAIL 
Academy coach, Shyam 
Thapa to undergo train-
ing under his supervision. 

However, he had to re-

turn to Namchi to complete 
his studies after which he 
played for United Sikkim 
Football Club in 2012 for 
two years and then for Mo-
hun Bagan in 2014. 

He also represented 
Mohammaden Sporting 
Club, Kolkata last year 
[2016] when the club 
clinched the All India 
Governor’s Gold Cup 

here at Paljor Stadium. 
He also played in the 

Chennai League for three 
months in 2016 and 
represented Hindustan 
Football Club of Chennai. 

Sonam’s present club, 
Ulkha Club of Siliguri, is 
currently in the running 
for the ongoing Siliguri 
Super Division League 
being organized by the 
Siliguri Mahukuma Krira 
Parishad. The league of-
icially kicked off on 15 

May and is scheduled to 
conclude on 29 June. 

Ulkha Club has played 
ive matches thus far 

with two wins, one loss 
and one draw. With ive 
more matches left, the 
club is looking forward 
to win the league. 

After ending the league, 
Sonam plans to try to get 
into national clubs either 
in Kolkata or Shillong. 

Sonam Zangpo, all healed and raring to go

PRAGATI THAPA
G , 06 J :

On 04 June, the proud 
family of Henuka Rai, 

who recently cleared the 
UPSC exams, were visit-
ed by their area MLA, DR 
Thapa, who came calling 
to congratulate the fam-
ily on their daughter’s 
achievement.

Henuka is a resident 
of Sichey which comes 
under the Upper Burtuk 
constituency that Mr 
Thapa represents in the 
Legislative Assembly.

Having done her 
schooling from Sichey 
School, Henuka is now 
pursuing her PhD at the 
Indian Agricultural Re-
search Institute.  It was 
while she was laboring 
on her research that she 
also made time to pre-
pare for the UPSC exams. 
She had also cleared the 
prelims for the SPSC ex-
ams but had a bigger op-
portunity waiting for her.

Her success was cel-
ebrated by the entire 

State, but most impor-
tantly by her family. 

Her 80-year-old fa-
ther, RB Rai, and her 
mother Hari Maya Rai, 
65, are elated and still 
beaming at the achieve-
ment of their daughter. 

As Henuka’s sister-in-
law shares, “She ful illed 
her father’s dreams. He 
always wanted her to 

become an of icer and 
crack these national-lev-
el exams.” 

“She has done the un-
expected,” adds her eldest 
brother who has been her 
greatest support and who 
had sent her to Delhi in 
the irst place.

Congratulating the 
family, the MLA highlight-
ed that Henuka has proven 

that nothing is impossible. 
He promised to ar-

range interactive sessions 
for Henuka with students 
of Burtuk so they could 
see a live example of hard 
work succeeding. 

“This way, the students 
will be inspired to work 
harder as they will realise 
that no dream is too big 
for any of them,” he said.

MLA calls on Henuka’s family, plans interactions
with students to inspire them with her story

WED
at Tadong 
School
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 06 J :

Government Senior 
Secondary School, 

Tadong, observed 
World Environment 
Day at its school 
premises on 05 June 
by planting tree sap-
lings in and around 
the campus. A clean-
liness drive was also 
carried out as a part 
of the programme. 

Students, staff 
members and the 
administrative mem-
bers participated in 
the cleanliness and 
plantation drive. 

Apart from the 
drives, a play espous-
ing the need to con-
serve nature, and a 
painting competition 
on the theme ‘Connect 
with Nature’ were 
also held as a part 
of the day’s events. 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 06 J : Hi-
malayan Crusade Pente-
costal Church at Indira 
Bypass, Gangtok ob-
served World Environ-
ment Day under the guid-
ance of Pastor Prem Su-
man Tamang on 05 June, 
a press release from the 
church informs, 

The church leaders 
planted tree saplings in 
and around the church 
complex and along the 
Bypass road.  

The church members 

also interacted with res-
idents and spoke about 
the various threats to the 
environment and how 
the public can preserve 
the earth. 

The leaders said that 
the world today is heavi-
ly dependent on the mass 
consumption of natural 
resources which is very 
harmful. 

Pastor Tamang em-
phasized on the Reduce, 
Recycle, Reuse and Resist 
protocol to protect the 
environment.   

Church plants for
environment

Kabi-Tingda MLA, Ugen Nedup – and the 
North Zilla Upadhakshya, Nim Tshering Lep-
cha, speaking on their behalf today.

The Stage-IV affected landowners gathered 
at Mangan Bazar to express their opinion about 
the Teesta Stage IV hydel project and seeking its 
implementation by NHPC at the earliest.

The gathering met at the Old Bazaar out-
side the SDF party of ice. 

Addressing the gathering, Tashi Tong-
den, who owns land in Mangshila which is 
proposed to be acquired for the project, stat-
ed that this was a digital world and the land-
owners and youth must decide for them-
selves what development they need for their 
family, society and for the State.

“So, think properly and take proper deci-
sions. We are here is such large numbers to 
support Teesta Stage IV project and seek an 
early start for it. This is the positive attitude 
of HEP affected people,” he said.

Similarly, Mikmar Tsh Lepcha, an affect-
ed landowner from Dzongu, shared that he 
was an active member of Affected Citizens of 
Teesta during the protest against Himagiri 
and Teesta Urja. 

He said that he has changed his opin-
ion about hydel projects now and today 
supports Stage-IV after having seen hydel 
companies having supported local commu-
nities through CSR engagements and after 
having realized that hydel projects gener-
ated important revenue for the State Gov-
ernment and contributed to the process of 
nation-building. 

“So, all the affected landowners and 
youth of Dzongu have decided to handover 
the barren lands to the government to de-
velop required infrastructure and help de-
velop society. We support efforts to harness 
natural resources safely and with positive 
outlook for the development of all commu-
nities,” he said today.

Nima Lepcha and Mikmar Lepcha of Gor 
and Penzang Lepcha of Barfok, all landown-
ers of Dzongu also spoke in support of the 
project.

The affected people have highlighted that 
the unclear stand on the concerned authori-
ties on the fate of the project has hurt them 
inancially. Their affected lands have been left 

fallow ever since they were earmarked for 
acquisition 12 years ago. This was a loss of 
livelihood that not all of them can continue 
suffering, they point.

In fact, while appealing that the govern-
ment come clean on its position on Stage-IV, 
they have also sought compensation for 12 
years of earnings lost from their lands if the 
Government decides to scrap the project al-
together.

If the State has no plans of scrapping Stage-
IV, then the affected landowners want the 
politicking to end and the project to be imple-
mented immediately.

They add that if the government is now 
opposed to hydel projects, then, apart from 
shelving Stage-IV it should close down all 
projects in Dzongu area including Rahi Chu, 
Pannan HEP and Teesta Stage III HEP.

They have also questioned doubts being 
raised about the ef icacy of NHPC as a proj-
ect developer, pointing out that when Tees-
ta Stage-III ran into a host of trouble, NHPC 
was brought in for managerial consultancy 
to salvage the project. On claims that pri-
vate developers are better, they point to the 
abandoned Teesta Stage-VI which had been 
awarded to a private company.

The gathering was also addressed by 
Forest Minister Tshering Wangdi Lepcha 
who explained that his voters and con-
cerned people have requested him to speak 
for them and that he was addressing the 
meeting in compliance with their demand.  

He opened by clarifying that the State 
Government and Chief Minister were not 

against this or any other hydel project. 
Mr. Lepcha also spoke highly of what 

he perceives as benefits reaped by his 
village, Singhik, from the Teesta Stage III 
hydel project and said that power gener-
ation was part of the nation-building pro-
cess and also contributed sizably to the 
revenue of the state.

He also argued that fears of unbridled 
influx due to hydel projects, as are often 
raised by anti-dam groups, have also been 
proven wrong since two hydel projects 
have been commissioned in the area with-
out having upset the demographic equa-
tion or negatively impacting the socio-cul-
tural aspects.

He claimed that falsehoods are being pro-
jected on social media platforms which were 
far removed from the reality on ground.

Similarly, the Kabi Tingda MLA, Ugen 
Nedup, whose constituency is also touched 
by Stage-IV at Ramthang Tanek, said that he 
fully supported the farmers demanding an 
early start of the project as their cash crop 
has failed and they require alternate sources 
of income and are facing problems. 

He emphasised that self-reliance was 
a key philosophy of the Chief Minister and 
that the State Government and the projects 
would also provide additional revenue to 
the state to edge closer to economic self-suf-
iciency and energy for nation building.

North Upadyaksha, Nim Tshering Lep-
cha, also spoke in support of the project 
and said that democracy was rule of the 
majority, and added that the majority was 
deciding what kind of development is to be 
implemented.  In this regard, he said that a 
majority of the people seem to be in support 
of the project. 

After the meeting, the gathered people 
marched through town up to the Old Bus 
Stand and along the national highway up to 
the Lal Bazaar.

Pro-Stage III landowners
march to Mangan

contd from pg01

Forest 
Deptt leads  
plantation 
and 
cleanliness 
drive
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 06 J :

Gangtok Territorial 
Range, East Division, 

of the Forest Depart-
ment, on 05 June, orga-
nized a plantation cum 
cleanliness drive from 
Ganesh Tok to Tashi View 
Point to mark World En-
vironment Day, a press 
release informs. 

The cleanliness drive 
had already kicked off 
on 02 June with weeding 
and cleaning of the road-
side areas undertaken by 
the Division. 

Of icials from the For-
est Department along 
with the residents of Se-
lep Tanki area, Bojoghari, 
Chandmari, Ganesh Tok, 
Bulbuley, Lhasa Falls and 
Tashi View Point partici-
pated in the drive along 
with the area leaders. 

YOGEN THATAL
S , 06 J :

The 88-year-old 
bridge constructed 

in 1929 by British en-
gineers in Singtam has 
been a part of history not 
just related to Singtam 
but Sikkim as well, and is 
now being converted as 
a lyover connecting di-

rectly to District Hospital 
Singtam.

Work on this began a 
few days ago. 

At present, workers 
are laboring at replacing 
the rusted beams and 
trusses to ensure that the 
structure is adequately 
reinforced to manage fu-
ture load.

Flyover metamorphosis
underway for Singtam’s 

historic bridge 
HAVE A STORY 

TO SHARE? 
write to Summit 
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news@
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Dry Thoughts
Water supply and the woes of 

an urban tourist town

Not easy to editorialize on important issues when 
one’s thoughts keep wandering off to more mun-

dane concerns about how the children, mothers 
rather, will manage when they return home after 
a hot, muggy, sweaty day at school and ind that a 
bath has now become a luxury – a toss-up between 
washing clothes or the self. Sitting in of ices, similar 
worries surface, wondering whether the of ice staff 
will survive a visit to the toilet that has not seen re-
liable water supply for a while now. It becomes dif-
icult to comment on political developments when 

one awaits the spurts and trickle with which water 
supply coughs into homes. And then the thoughts 
wander off to wonder what music the musical foun-
tains at Selep Tanki must be playing now that they 
don’t have pitter-patter of water to keep rhythm to. 
Spoilt with abundance Gangtok, one must mention 
here, has begun empathizing with the bone-dry mis-
eries of Namchi and other locations around South 
Sikkim which have been complaining of water supply 
shortage for many years now. But then again, Gang-
tok does not suffer from short-supply, or may be it 
does but more on that later. The problem here is the 
supply line which is temperamental, suspiciously 
erratic and perennially troublesome. “Fitters” are 
in high demand to ix the lines which appear to be 
too demanding and needy of attention. Every year, in 
fact every few months, one hears of  the concerned 
department having solved the water supply network 
for good, and yet, every day, some part of Gangtok is 
left parched. One is now being told that metering will 
solve the problem. Unlikely, because meters record 
water usage, not repair pipelines. But that is what 
Gangtok is being told.

May be there is a problem of short supply as well. 
Gangtok’s water lines were planned for Gangtokians, 
but for the past month or so, Gangtokians have been 
outnumbered by tourists.  If “locals” cannot ind a 
taxi which will take them, then, stretching the same 
analogy, there is clearly the same pressure for its 
empty buckets as well. Since departments are there 
to plan things better, a simple question – is anything 
extra done to cater to the demand for water when the 
population of Gangtok doubles during peak tourist 
season? Who are we kidding, of course, no such plan-
ning or projection was undertaken. And hence the 
same amount of water needs to apportioned among 
double the number of people. Sikkim, after all, does 
not have a system of commercial water supply for its 
hotels. This also explains why the hitherto ubiqui-
tous to Darjeeling and Kalimpong water trucks have 
become near permanent ixtures outside hotels. But 
this still does not explain the daily complaints of er-
ratic water supply.

For news hounds, tracing down sources in govern-
ment departments is of little help because the “out” 
slot on the name plates makes it obvious that do-
mestic duties of providing water for the kitchen and 
bathrooms has superceded affairs of the State. And 
then there are so many VIPs seeking retreat in Sik-
kim away from the heat and dust of the metros that 
just keeping pace with their engagements throws up 
more sweat than a mug-full of rationed water can 
refresh. Yes, the luxury of running water does leave 
us open to cantankerousness when the supply snaps; 
imagination and coherence run dry along with the 
taps and readers have to end with having to wade 
through such meltdowns...

MIRZA ZULFIQUR RAHMAN
theconversation.com

Kherepe Meme gestures with her 
hand animatedly. She vividly re-

members and describes the Great As-
sam Earthquake of 1950. The epicen-
tre of this 8.6 magnitude earthquake 
was in eastern Tibet along the Si-
no-Indian border, a few hundred kilo-
metres from Kebali, Meme’s home for 
about 80 years, the whole of her life.

Kebali is one of the many remote 
villages located near Roing, the main 
city of the Lower Dibang Valley district 
in eastern Arunachal Pradesh, about 
2,500 km from New Delhi, and the fur-
thest of India’s north-eastern states. 

Kherepe Meme was a young girl 
at the time of the earthquake, but still 
recalls how the earth shook violently, 
as if it was the end of the world.

The disaster devastated land-
scapes and villages in the Eastern 
Himalayas killing about 5,000 people, 
leading to lash loods in the Suban-
siri, Siang, Dibang and Lohit rivers of 
Arunachal Pradesh, and rise of the 
riverbed of the Brahmaputra in the 
plains of Upper Assam.

Meme lives very close to a river, 
known in her Idu language as Ephe, 
a tributary of the Dibang. During the 
peak monsoon season, the sounds 
of the river remind her of what she 
heard during the earthquake.

The Idus, along with the Miju and 
the Digaru communities, comprise 
the larger Mishmi tribe. They have a 
symbiotic relationship with the var-
ious tributaries of the Dibang and 
the Lohit rivers, which meander and 
tumble down from the Mishmi Hills. 
The rivers are often described by lo-
cals as mad, thunderous and impass-
able during the rainy season.

For many old women like Kherepe 
Meme, crossing rivers during the 
monsoon, even in their youth, re-
quired tremendous strength and 
courage, sometimes using suspended 
bamboo bridges built by locals. 

In other times, they simply stay 
away from the ferocious river, letting 
it have its peace of mind. Kherepe 
Meme has never ventured out beyond 
Roing. She cannot comprehend the 
new bridge built over the Lohit river 
about 70 kms from her home, now 
connecting Arunachal Pradesh and 
its neighbouring state, Assam.

A GEOPOLITICAL CONNECTION
On May 26 2017, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi inaugurated India’s 
longest river bridge, named after the 
legendary Assamese singer Bhupen 
Hazarika and connecting just over 9 
km between Dhola and Sadiya towns 
in Assam.

With work starting in 2009, the 
bridge offers an important connec-
tivity link within Assam and be-
tween Assam and eastern Arunachal 
Pradesh.

Several infrastructure projects 
undertaken by New Delhi in this state 
have picked up pace in the past de-
cade, more so after the current BJP 
government came to power in 2014 

and has fast-tracked the work.
The development of roads and 

bridges have been seen as a concert-
ed effort to strengthen the war pre-
paredness of the Indian armed forc-
es given that China contests India’s 
claim over the territory of Arunachal 
Pradesh. In April, Beijing even re-
named six places on its of icial map, 
stating that Arunachal Pradesh be-
longs to South Tibet, triggering New 
Delhi’s anger.

To match China’s infrastructure in 
Tibet, New Delhi has simultaneously 
invested in road-building construc-
tions, directed at enabling better 
conditions to carry heavy machinery, 
including turbines to dam project 
sites. These are part of India’s ambi-
tions to stake its riparian rights over 
trans-boundary river water con licts 
with China over the Brahmaputra.

The central government of India is 
also claiming that these projects will 
address the huge developmental gap 
that the various tribes of Arunachal 
Pradesh live with.

But when asked about it, local in-
habitants seem doubtful.

A BRIDGE FEARED BY THE 
LOCAL COMMUNITY

Jibi Pulu, a 45-year-old Idu Mishmi 
local leader involved in conservation 
activities in Roing, told me that these 
projects will have many implications 
for his community. Because of their 
very small population (about 12,000 to 
14,000), the Idu Mishmis fear a demo-
graphic change as infrastructure work 
– such as those planned for the Dibang 
dam project – will bring in more la-
bourers and engineers who usually hail 
from different parts of India.

The Idu Mishmis speculate that 
the migrants will easily outnumber 
them and that this will lead to a loss 
of cultural and linguistic identity.

At the same time, they also hope 

for positive changes such as greater 
market access, health care, education 
and jobs. The Mishmis have missed 
out on various economic bene its in 
the region since the 1950s.

Sadiya, in Assam, was at the begin-
ning of the 20th century an important 
river port for the British economy 
(aimed mainly at tea and oil exports) 
to maintain control over eastern As-
sam and the Mishmi Hills, then known 
as the Sadiya Frontier Tracts.

But after the earthquake, the river-
bed of the Lohit and the Brahmaputra 
moved up. And this reduced the navi-
gability of the river, making this region 
lag behind in overall development.

FAILED CONNECTIVITY
Roads have also been a major priority 
of the Indian government. The Trans-
Arunachal Highway Project, an-
nounced by the previous government 
in 2008, aims to internally connect 
the districts in eastern Arunachal 
Pradesh and has seen some stretches 
of excellent roads being built.

But because some critical bridges 
have not been completed yet, these 
roads are not that usable. From May 
onwards, during the monsoons, the 
river is high so people cannot used 
the half-built bridges. They then have 
to take the old roads back through 
Assam, for instance through Sadiya.

This is the case for the bridge 
going over the Dipu Nallah, connect-
ing Roing in Lower Dibang Valley 
district with Tezu in Lohit district, 
both inhabited by Idu Mishmis. 
This bridge is only about a tenth of 
the length of the Bhupen Hazarika 
bridge. But while its construction 
started at the same time, it is yet to 
be completed. 

During the rainy season, residents 
and goods need to travel 400-500 
kms downstream from major towns 
of eastern Arunachal Pradesh like Ro-

ing, on the north bank of the river, and 
all the way through parts of Assam on 
the south bank, in order to cross the 
Brahmaputra river at Tezpur to reach 
again Arunachak via its state capital 
by land. The entire journey from Ro-
ing to Itanagar in this circuitous man-
ner can take 16-18 hours by bus.

LOCALS LEFT OUT
The bridges and roads that are sup-
posed to help connect this region 
have actually been priorities for mil-
itary and hydropower projects over 
local needs.

And, as Jibi Pulu laments, the Idu 
Mishis – as well as other small tribal 
communities such as the Tai-Kham-
tis, the Singphos, the Meyors – cannot 
contribute. They lack the knowledge, 
the education and the formal training 
of engineers or semi-skilled techni-
cians needed for these infrastructure 
projects.

They also lack the information to 
take a stance over majority decisions 
that are eventually imposed upon 
them. Often, they are consulted only 
when there is a problem due to land 
acquisition aspects of such infra-
structure development.

While India looks at these me-
ga-bridges, roads and hydropow-
er projects for strategic reasons, it 
needs to develop an inclusive model 
for the local inhabitants too. Other-
wise, tribal communities will be left 
behind as doubly marginalised under 
the weight of such fast-paced devel-
opment goals.

In the meantime, Kherepe Meme 
still listens to the river lowing beside 
Kebali. Whatever India’s ambitions, 
she knows that the waters cannot be 
tamed.

[the writer is Researcher in Inter-
national Relations and Politics, Devel-

opment Studies and Borders, Indian 
Institute of Technology Guwahati]

Bridges and roads in north-east India may drive
small tribes away from development

The Eze or Deopani river, near Roing.

RICHARD MAHER
theconversation.com

Has the populist tide sweeping Europe crested?
Six months ago, many European leaders 

worried that the wave of popular discontent that 
led to the Brexit vote in the United Kingdom and 
propelled Donald Trump into the White House 
could empower nationalist, anti-immigrant and 
anti-EU parties across Europe, shaking the very 
foundations of the bloc.

Since then, however, populist movements have 
been turned back in Austria, the Netherlands and 
France.

German Chancellor Angela Merkel looks likely 
to win her fourth term as chancellor in national 
elections this September. And with a young, ener-
getic, pro-EU French president now in the Élysée 
Palace, some are predicting that the bloc is actually 
poised for a comeback.

But it would be a mistake to think that popu-
lism no longer represents a serious threat to Eu-
rope and the EU.

Populist authoritarians are in power in Hun-
gary and Poland. Marine Le Pen of the far-right 
National Front captured a third of the vote in the 
run-off of France’s election last month, and Geert 
Wilders’s anti-Islam Freedom Party is the second 
most powerful seat-holder in Holland’s parliament.

Even in Germany, long thought to be resistant 

to right-wing populist currents, the anti-immigrant 
party Alternative for Germany (AfD) seems poised 
to gain parliamentary representation for the irst 
time following national elections this year.

And with early parliamentary elections sched-
uled for October 15 in Austria, it appears likely that 
the far-right Freedom Party, which was formed in 
the 1950s by former Nazis, will enter into a gov-
ernment coalition with the centre-right Austrian 
People’s Party.

A RISE IN POPULISM SINCE THE 1960S
Post-war Europe has seen populist movements of 
both the left and the right, but they have mainly 
operated on the margins of national politics. While 
no populist party or politician has been able to ac-
tually win a national election in Western Europe 
over the past seven decades, research shows that 
populism has been advancing slowly yet steadily in 
Europe since the 1960s.

Today, virtually every European country has a 
populist party represented in national or region-
al parliaments. Most are right-wing, like Vlaams 
Belang in Belgium, the National Front in France, 
Golden Dawn in Greece, Lega Nord in Italy, the 
Freedom Party in the Netherlands, the Sweden 
Democrats and the Swiss People’s Party.

These parties’ aims and agendas are driven by 
different national histories, traditions and circum-
stances, but all are anti-immigrant and anti-EU.

Populism’s appeal remains too small to actually 
win elections in most of Europe, but it is shaping 
national and European politics in various ways, re-
framing debates on immigration, the Eurozone and 
national security, among other examples.

Political views once considered extreme or ta-
boo are now irmly present in mainstream political 
discourse. In response, some mainstream politi-
cians have co-opted parts of the populists’ message 
or have felt pressure to move to the right on some 
issues to blunt the populist advance.

To counter Wilders’s anti-immigrant message, 
for example, Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte 
took a more hardline stance on immigration and 
refugees in the weeks leading up to parliamentary 
elections in March. Even Angela Merkel has placed 
limits on Germany’s absorption of new refugees in 
light of criticism from both the AfD and the Chris-
tian Social Union, the Bavarian sister party of her 
Christian Democratic Union.

The period from the second world war to the 
present has been a remarkably stable one for West-
ern Europe. Governments have largely alternated 
between the centre-right and the centre-left.

With the rise of populist movements and can-
didates, we are, in a way, restoring the historical 
norm: for much of Europe’s modern history, liber-
als and social democrats have competed with pop-

Populism is still a threat to Europe-
here’s how to contain it

ICAR-DCFR marks WED
with initiative to ‘ranch’ mahseer

back into the Teesta
G , 06 J  (PIB): 
Indian Council of Agricul-
tural Research-Directorate 
of Coldwater Fisheries Re-
search (DCFR, Bhimtal, Ut-
tarakhand) in collaboration 
with Directorate of Fisheries, 
Government of Sikkim ob-
served World Environment 
Day on 05 June by ranching 
mahseer seed at Dikchu and 
by conducting awareness 
camp at Rangpo. 

Minister of Agriculture 
Development Department, 
Somnath Poudyal attended 
the event as the chief guest. 

In his address he highlighted the signi icance of biodiversity 
and the importance of indigenous ish fauna. He further empha-
sized on conservation of the indigenous ishes and their habitat 
for the propagation of ecosystem friendly tourism. 

Dr. AK Singh, Director, DCFR, assured to provide “unending” 
scienti ic and technical support to the state for bringing multidi-
mensional development of Sikkim isheries, starting from trout 
farming to mahseer linked ecotourism. 

Similarly, IP Chettri, Director of Fisheries, detailed the depart-
mental activities and progress. 

Representative of anglers association, Uday Chandra Rai, nar-
rated interesting stories of sport ishing and further emphasized 
need for bringing the river back to life. 

Finally, the Principal Scientist from DCFR, Dr. Debajit Sarma, 
illustrated the behaviour and biology of mahseer, stressing that 
mahseer was more than just a ish, and pointing out that it is actu-
ally seen as the “aquatic tiger”.
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KUTSE SHEGU
The Kutse Shegu of the late 
Pema Lhamu Bhutia, who left 
for her heavenly abode on the 
23rd of April 2017 falls on the 
10th of June 2017 [Saturday]. 
All friends, family and well-wish-
ers are invited to join us on the 
said date at our residence below 

the Forest Check Post, Lower Chandmari, 
Changthang Basti, Gangtok, to off er prayers 
for our beloved mother. We also take this op-
portunity to thank all for standing by us in our 
hour of bereavement and regret our inability to 
do so personally.

Jigmee Dorjee Bhutia, son (9609756956) and 
Deechen Penzom Bhutia, daughter (7093157826)

K , J  6 (PTI): A team 
from IIT Kharagpur and Indiana 
University of Pennsylvania (IUP) 
is jointly conducting a study to 
ind whether climate change is 

having any effect on the quality 
of Darjeeling tea and its produc-
tion process.

The Department of Architec-
ture and Regional Planning of 
IIT-KGP and the Department of 
Geography and Regional Plan-
ning of IUP have come together 
to collaborate on the topic for 
the Summer Study Abroad Pro-
gramme in India, 2017.

Through this study we are 
taking a look at what are the 
special factors responsible to 

give Darjeeling tea its unique-
ness. From environmental per-
spectives, we would analyse 
what changes or climate change 
impacts have been affecting the 
tea industries,” Principal Coordi-
nator of the programme for IIT-
KGP Haimanti Banerji said here 
yesterday.

“We would also try to take a 
look at how the tea gardens are 
evolving or changing their pro-
duction process as a response 
to the changes, Banerjee, who 
was present at a workshop at 
American Center with head of 
department, Prof. Subrata Chat-
topadhyay said.

Seven students and two fac-

ulty members of IUP have al-
ready arrived in Kolkata.

Tea is something that the 
entire world can relate to, even 
Starbucks has introduced Chai 
Latte in their menu. And when 
we talk about tea it is the world 
famous Darjeeling tea which 
comes to the mind,” Principal 
Coordinator of the program for 
IUP, Sudeshna Ghosh said.

“This research will focus on 
the socio-economic and geo-
graphic issues of tea -planta-
tions and how they are impact-
ed by climate change. Darjeeling 
has been selected as the test bed 
for this year, Ghosh, who was 
present at the workshop along 

with Brian Okey, said.
The students from both IIT-

KGP and IUP would be visiting 
Makaibari Tea Estate and Darjeel-
ing Tea Research & Development 
Centre at Kurseong this month to 
conduct their ield study.

We would also be collect-
ing weather related data of the 
region for the past 50 years, to 
understand the extent of climate 
change and how it gave Darjeel-
ing tea its unique aroma, Ghosh 
said.

The study will lead to a joint 
report production at the end 
of the three weeks programme 
which would include possible 
policy intervention.

Jt IIT-KGP, Pennsylvania varsity study about
climate effect on Darjeeling tea

N  D , J  6 (PTI): 
The BJP today termed 
as “false and malicious 
untruth” reports that it 
wants to impose a ban on 
beef in Meghalaya as an-
other party leader in the 
state quit protesting the 
Centre’s controversial 
noti ication on cattle.

The party said any 
such decision is for the 
state government to take.

Nalin Kohli, who is 
Meghalaya in-charge for 
the BJP, blamed the Con-
gress for spreading this 
“malicious untruth” and 
accused it of communal-
ising the political agenda 
in the state going to polls 
next year.

The North Garo Hills 
district BJP president, 
Bachu Marak, had yes-
terday resigned from the 
party over the Centre’s 
ban on the sale of cattle 
in markets for slaughter.

“I cannot compro-
mise on the sentiments 
of the Garos. As a Garo, 
it is my responsibility to 
protect the interest of my 
community. Beef eating 
is part of our culture and 
tradition.

Imposition of BJP’s 
non-secular ideology on 
us is not acceptable,” Ba-
chu said after the resig-
nation.

Kohli said the party 
“welcomed” his resigna-
tion as it was going to take 
disciplinary action against 
him as he and some others 

were working to sabotage 
its prospects.

Consumption of beef 
is common in much of 
the north eastern states 
and the saffron party, 
whose many leaders are 
vocal against beef-eating, 
has been accused by its 
rivals of working to im-
pose a ban in the region 
as well.

“The dirty tricks de-
partment of the Congress 
is trying to communalise 
the agenda with a false 
and malicious untruth 
that the BJP wants to im-
pose a beef ban on the 
state of Meghalya.

“Nothing is farther 
from the truth since un-
der our constitution-
al scheme, the central 
government cannot en-
croach on the area of 
what a state government 
has to decide,” Kohli said.

The BJP’s single point 
agenda for Meghalaya is 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s ‘Sabka Saath Sab-
ka Vikas’ and it is gearing 
up to contest the assem-
bly elections on this pos-
itive agenda of develop-
ment, he said.

It will also expose 
“rampant corruption, 
unful illed promises and 
lack of development” 
under the Congress gov-
ernment of Mukul Sang-
ma, he said. He accused 
the Congress of running 
away from a debate on 
its performance.

No move to
impose beef ban in 

Meghalaya: BJP

Inde inite 
blockade
in Mizoram 
NH
A , J  6 (PTI): A 
conglomerate of NGOs 
and student bodies in 
Mizoram-Assam border 
district of Kolasib began 
inde inite blockade of 
NH-54, considered life-
line of Mizoram, from 5 
am today.

The Joint Action Com-
mittee (JAC) said it took 
this step as the people 
of Kolasib district were 
protesting against trans-
fer of a surgeon from the 
district hospital without 
posting a replacement.

The 850 km long na-
tional highway connects 
Assam and Mizoram 
and the blockade, if pro-
longed, could create 
problem in availability of 
essential commodities.

Ruling Congress 
leaders said that there 
was another surgeon in 
the district hospital and 
the blockade was un-
called for.

Health Minister Lal 
Thanzara expressed 
hope that the problem 
of shortage of doctors 
would be solved after re-
cruitment of 26 doctors 
by the state public ser-
vice commission and the 
process of recruitment 
was going on.

Proposals to 
implement 
Mizo Peace 
Accord terms 
discussed
A , J  6 (PTI): The 
irst meeting of the new-

ly-formed ‘Peace Accord Re-
view Committee’ discussed 
proposals to implement 
some of the terms of the 
Mizo Peace Accord, which 
were yet to be ful illed.

The discussion at 
the meeting, chaired by 
Mizoram Chief Minister 
Lal Thanhawla yesterday, 
revolved around the pro-
posals of the Peace Accord 
MNF Returnees Associ-
ation (PAMRA), an asso-
ciation of the former un-
derground Mizo National 
Front (MNF) militants. The 
three PAMRA members, 
who were included in the 
committee as invitees, pro-
posed that ex-gratia should 
be paid to the kin of all 
those killed during the 20-
year long disturbance trig-
gered by the declaration 
of independence from the 
Indian Union by the MNF 
in March, 1966.

Providing land and 
housing assistance to 
the former underground 
personnel also igured 
at the meeting with the 
PAMRA representatives 
urging the state govern-
ment to submit the pro-
posals to the Centre.

SHIRISH B PRADHAN
K , J  6 (PTI): Veteran 
Nepalese politician Sher Bahadur 
Deuba is set to become Nepal’s 
prime minister for the fourth time 
today after the main opposition 
party decided to end the obstruc-
tion of parliament.

Nepal Parliament is conducting 
election to the post of Prime Minis-
ter this afternoon.

Deuba, 70, is the sole candidate 
to contest in the prime minister 
election as the main opposition 
UML or any other party didn’t reg-
ister their candidacies. Deuba has 
the support of more than 50 per 
cent of the lawmakers needed for 
his election to the top post.

He needs to secure 297 votes 
in the 593-strong Parliament to 
prove his majority during today’s 
election, and with the NC-Maoist 
Centre alliance enjoying 287 seats 
in Parliament and four other par-
ties supporting the alliance having 
21 seats, it looks plain sailing for 
Deuba.

The election was postponed 
from Sunday to today after 
the main opposition CPN-UML 
launched a protest over re-election 
in a ward.

However, now with the main 
opposition party agreeing to end 
obstruction of the parliament, Ne-
pali Congress (NC) President Deu-
ba is become the country’s 40th 
prime minister.

The CPN-UML decided to end 
House obstruction after the ruling 
parties agreed to hold local elec-

tions in the remaining four prov-
inces on June 28 and the provincial 
and parliamentary elections by 
January, 2018.

“We decided to end the obstruc-
tion in parliament after the ruling 
parties agreed to commit in the 
House to hold elections in the re-
maining four provinces and not re-
peating any irregularities,” said for-
mer UML chairman Jhal Nath Kha-
nal after the meeting between the 
government and the Opposition.

As per the Constitution, a can-
didate must secure a simple ma-
jority in parliament to get elected 
as the head of the government. 
CPN-Maoist Centre, Madhesi Peo-
ples Rights Forum Democratic, Ra-
striya Prajatantra Party and other 
fringe parties have agreed to vote 
in favour of Deuba.

Deuba is likely to form a small 
Cabinet tomorrow which will be 
expanded in a few days and some 
of the Madhesi parties are also 
likely to join the coalition. The re-

sponsibility of conducting the sec-
ond phase of local level election 
will rest upon Deuba.

Outgoing Prime Minister Pra-
chanda of the CPN (Maoist Centre) 
proposed Deuba’s candidacy while 
senior NC leader Ram Chandra 
Poudel seconded the proposal at 
the Parliament Secretariat which 
on Friday published the schedule 
to elect the new prime minister on 
majority basis.

Prachanda resigned on May 24 
after a brief stint of nine months, 
honouring a power sharing under-
standing with the ruling coalition 
partner Nepali Congress to hand 
over the country’s leadership to 
the largest party in Parliament.

Deuba served as the prime 
minister from 1995 to 1997, from 
2001 to 2002, and from 2004 to 
2005. Deuba was sacked by the 
then King Gyanendra Shah in 2005 
over failure to hold elections and 
bring Maoist rebels to a round ta-
ble negotiation.

Deuba set to become Nepal prime
minister for fourth time

Doctors 
observe pen-
down strike 
in Mizoram

A , J  6 (PTI): 
Doctors in Mizoram 

today held pen-down 
strike between 9 am and 
11 am as part of Indian 
Medical Association’s de-
mand of a legislation to 
protect working doctors 
from violence and abuse 
by relatives of the patients.

The doctors did not 
attend the patients in the 
consultation rooms ex-
cept during the emergen-
cy situation.

The Indian Medical 
Association has called 
for a pen-down strike 
wherein medical pro-
fessionals will not write 
prescriptions between 
10 am and 11 am.

The IMA would also 
launch a signature cam-
paign over the issue on 
social media and has 
urged all doctors to col-
lect thousands of signa-
tures which would be 
sent to the Centre seek-
ing action.

ditional healers and also 
announced the proud 
mother scheme of Rs 
15,000 for mothers bear-
ing upto three children, 
this, in order to balance 
the population given that 
Sikkim is registering a 
falling fertility rate and 

also announced many 
other schemes. 

The salary for Accred-
ited Social Health Ac-
tivists workers will also 
be increased, he further 
announced. He urged 
people to analyze the de-
velopment undertaken 
in the state and said that 

Sikkim has become one of 
the best states in India as 
recognized by the Centre.

Tokens for GCI sheets, 
house upgradation, pres-
sure cookers and LPG 
connections were hand-
ed over to bene iciaries 
by the Chief Minister. 

[pic courtesy: IPR]

CM announces slew of scheme...
contd from pg01
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ulists of various stripes in national elections.
WHAT’S THE PLAN?

To effectively contain populism, Europe must accurately diag-
nose how and why it emerged in the irst place.

This means they cannot just ignore populists and their 
supporters, or ascribe their grievances as the product of envy, 
resentment or blind rage. Those in power must acknowledge 
constituents’ genuine worries and anxieties about immigra-
tion, national identity and terrorism, for example.

Globalisation has produced rapid economic and social dis-
ruptions. It has contributed to economic displacement, rising 
income and wealth inequality, and what seems to some people 
to be the homogenisation of national cultures.

Many people today face a level of economic insecurity that 
their parents or grandparents did not experience. And with 
large-scale immigration, they have legitimate concerns about 
the cultural and demographic future of their countries. The 
sources for such concerns are not likely to disappear, so pop-
ulism is more of a long-term challenge than a temporary crisis.

As Harvard’s Yascha Mounk has said, “the past two decades 
have represented not a populist moment but rather a populist 
turn — one that will exert signi icant in luence on policy and 
public opinion for decades to come.”

European leaders should also challenge the populists’ mes-
sage, and in particular press these irebrands to provide details 
about their policy proposals. Populists are big on divisive rhet-
oric but vague when it comes to what they would actually do 
about immigration, economic policy, or national security. Chal-
lenging them to get speci ic will highlight inconsistencies for 
voters and show that many populist policy proposals would 
likely prove ineffective in practice.

Then, of course, EU and European leaders must also provide 
real solutions to the problems that are pushing a large number 
of their citizens toward populist parties and candidates. The 
region urgently needs to take concrete steps toward reducing 
unemployment, promoting economic growth and helping dis-
placed workers and communities adapt to a globalised world.

In short, there is a need to reinvent and reinvigorate the polit-
ical centre in Europe and defend liberal democracy, pluralism, and 

globalisation while making these processes more fair and equitable.
FOR A NEW POLITICAL CENTRE

There is no guarantee that this plan will work, but Emmanu-
el Macron has shown that this can still be a winning electoral 
strategy in Europe.

Against Le Pen’s nationalist, protectionist platform, he 
staked out a position in the political centre, and spoke power-
fully and eloquently on the merits and value of a pluralist soci-
ety and an integrated Europe. In the end, his vision resonated 
with two thirds of French voters.

This may be the only way to keep populism at bay in Europe. 
Its appeal and electoral support will wax and wane according 
to economic and social conditions, but it will continue to be an 
outlet for those who feel that the system has failed them.

We may in late the strength of populist parties and candi-
dates, but the political threat is real – and it will remain so in 
Europe for years to come.

[the writer is Research Fellow, Global Gover-
nance Programme, Robert Schuman Centre for Ad-

vanced Studies, European University Institute]

Populism is still a threat to Europe- here’s how to contain it
contd from pg04

T , J  6 
(PTI): Wedding ceremonies in Ker-
ala are all set to become ‘green’, 
with the state government coming 
out with a green-protocol to make 
the auspicious occasions more na-
ture-friendly.

With the implementation of the 
protocol, plastic and other non-de-
gradable articles including dispos-
able glasses and plates and thermo-
col decorations will be kept at bay 
from marriage functions.

Instead of this, people would be 
persuaded to use tumblers, plates 
and other utensils made of glass and 
environment-friendly metals, of i-

cials sources here said.
Inspections will be held at mar-

riage halls, convention centres and 
hotels and other venues of the wed-
ding ceremony in this regard and ac-
tion would be taken if the protocol is 
violated, they said.

‘Suchitwa Mission’, the state nod-
al agency for sanitation, has already 
launched the initiative in Kannur, Er-
nakulam, Kollam and Alappuzha on 
a pilot basis.

CV Joy, Director (Opera-
tions), Suchitwa Mission, said the 
green-protocol was launched as 
part as part of the government’s 
anti-plastic drive and Green-Kerala 

Mission.
“The core objective of the initia-

tive is to reduce the use of plastic in 
daily life. Plastic articles including 
glasses and plates are used in large 
numbers during functions, especial-
ly marriage ceremonies in the state,” 
he told PTI.

With the effective implementation 
of green protocol, the amount of plas-
tic could be reduced in the long run.

“We can reuse, recycle and re-
duce plastic. But, even if we reuse 
such non-degradable articles, there 
will not be much decline in its pres-
ence. So, reducing its use is the more 
effective way to achieve our plas-

tic-free society goal,” he said.
The Mission has joined hands 

with district administration, pan-
chayat authorities and socio-cul-
tural and religious out it for the 
green-protocol initiative.

The cooperation of the owners of 
marriage halls and convention cen-
tres has also been sought, he said.

“We are planning the protocol as 
a sort of awareness drive. Though 
we have legal backing, we are trying 
to implement it with the support of 
the marriage parties and the own-
ers of wedding halls. Mutual under-
standing is essential for its success,” 
he said.

Special squads, comprising of i-
cials of Suchitwa Mission and reve-
nue department, have been formed 
to carry out inspections in wedding 
halls and videograph the ceremony.

Action would be taken based on 
the nature of utensils and articles 
used there.

“It is being effectively imple-
mented in Kannur. In Ernakulam, 
the district administration is issuing 
green marriage certi icate for those 
weddings which abide by the proto-
col completely,” he said.

The protocol would be imple-
mented in the rest of the districts 
soon, the of icial added.

Kerala govt implements ‘green protocol’ for weddings

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 06 J : Sik-
kim Amateur Taekwondo 
Association [SATA] felic-
itated it martial artists 
today for their outstand-
ing performances at the 
recently concluded 03rd 
International Taekwon-
do Kyorugi and 02nd In-
ternational Taekwondo 
Poomsae Championship 
held in Thimpu, Bhutan. 

SATA chief coach, 
Trilok Subba, congratu-
lated the players for their 
splendid performances 
saying, “I must say, they 
played very well. They 
put their best effort in 
the championship and 
the end result is beyond 
satisfying. I wish them 
good fortune for their fu-
ture battles”. 

24 SATA players rep-

resenting India, partic-
ipated in the champi-
onship which had more 
than 600 players from 
India, Nepal, Bhutan, Sri 
Lanka, and Bangladesh. 

Trilok Subba, Amit 
Pradhan, Pradeep Mukh-
ia, Sabina Sundas, Sud-
ersan Giri, and Lahzyala 
Tamang had each won 
gold medals for their 
performances.  

Similarly Priyadarsh-
ini Jyoti Bania, Pema Gya-
cho Sherpa, Amit Prad-
han, Saurav Biswakarma, 
Devyswar Prasad, Gokar-
na Chettri and Nimesh 
Chettri bagged silver 
medals in their respec-
tive categories. 

The Bronze medalists 
were Sabina Sundas, Priya-
darshini Jyoti Bania, Alon 
Subba, Asmita Rai, Sand-

hya Kumari Gupta, Lahzya-
la Tamang, Aditi Dhakal 
and Bidhya Gurung.

The team was led by 
coach Suman Tamang, 
manager Pawan Kr Sub-
ba and included referees 
Vijay Gurung and Sanjay 
Subba. The felicitation 
function was also attend-
ed by the parents of the 
players and the members 
of SATA.

SATA felicitates its martial artists for Thimpu conquest

Akshit becomes
youngest Playwin

crorepati
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 05 J : The Playwin Thunder Ball Lotto 
Jackpot of Rs 2.83 crores was hit on 03 Jan earlier this 
year with the winning numbers 08-18-19-27-41-15. 
This was the ninth Playwin jackpot in the 15 years 
that it has been around.

President, Pan India Network Limited, Rahul Tan-
gri and Chief Technology Of icer, Sagar felicitated and 
handed over the cheque for the amount of Rs. 2.83 
Crores to Playwin’s youngest Jackpot winner Akshit 
Kumar Jain at a gala ceremony in Mumbai today, a 
press release informs. 

Till date, Playwin has created 97 crorepatis and 
over 5,000 lakhpati’s from all over India, an of icial 
press release informs.

The retailer Kuber Lottery Bhandar who sold the 
winning ticket will also be rewarded with a 1% com-
mission of the winning jackpot amount.

B , J  6 (PTI): Em-
barrassed by India in their opening 
match, Pakistan will strive to stay 
alive in the competition as they 
take on a con ident South Africa in 
a must-win Group A ICC Champions 
Trophy match here on Wednesday.

The two teams are approaching 
the encounter with contrasting re-
sults in their tournament openers. 
Pakistan received a sever 124-run 
hammering from India while South 
Africa outclassed Sri Lanka by 96 
runs.

Another defeat will virtually 
knock Pakistan out of the tourna-
ment but it will be a humongous task 
for them to stop the Proteas, who are 
ranked number one in the ODI rank-
ings.

Following the abject surren-
der by their batsmen against India, 
Pakistan batting line-up is under 
immense pressure to deliver. They 
found Indian pacers too hot to han-
dle and South Africa too have a po-
tent pace battery.

Led by young Kagiso Rabada 
and well complemented by seniors 
Morne Morkel and Wayne Parnell, 
South Africa have a strong attack.

Pakistani batsmen drew lak 
from their past legends for their 
poor show against India and now 

have a point to prove.
South Africa have a fearsome 

top-order, led by ever- dependable 
Hashim Amla, who has scored runs 
in all formats of the game.

Captain AB de Villiers and Faf du 
Plessis man the top and middle or-
der and Pakistan bowlers have a task 
at hand to stop them.

After failure against Sri Lanka, 

the skipper would look to get into 
the groove before the knockout 
stage begins.

The way Chris Morris batted and 
bowled in the IPL, he showed he can 

destroy the opposition on his day 
and Pakistan have to be wary of the 
all-rounder.

Fast bowling has been their 
strength but losing Wahab Riaz is 
not something Pakistan would be 
amused with.

They may lack players in the cur-
rent set up who can instill fear in the 
minds of the opponents but Pakistan 
have the reputation of being an un-
predictable side.

They may spring a surprise and 
disturb the calculations, which so far 
suggest that India and South Africa 
will move to the next stage of the 
tournament.

Squads:
PAKISTAN: Sarfraz Khan (C), 

Ahmed Shahzad, Azhar Ali, Babar 
Azam, Faheem Ashraf, Fakhar 
Zaman, Haris Sohail, Hasan Ali, 
Imad Wasim, Junaid Khan, Mo-
hammed Amir, Mohammed Hafeez, 
Shadab Khan and Shoaib Malik.

SOUTH AFRICA: AB de Villiers 
(C), Hashim Amla, Farhaan Behar-
dien, Quinton de Kock, Jean-Paul 
Duminy, Faf du Plessis, Imran Ta-
hir, Keshav Maharaj, David Mill-
er, Morne Morkel, Chris Morris, 
Wayne Parnell, Andile Phehluk-
wayo, Dwaine Pretorius and Kagi-
so Rabada.

Pakistan face South Africa challenge in must-win match

Darj 
Karatekas 
bag 27 
medals at 
SCKFI c’ship
SUMMIT REPORT
K , 06 J :

Darjeeling Gorkha Ka-
rate Do Association 

players have bagged 27 
medals at the recently 
concluded 06th SCKFI 
National Karate Champi-
onship 2017. 

The championship, 
which was held at Bhanu 
Bhawan Darjeeling, was 
organized by Shokoton 
Ryu Chidokai Karate Do 
Federation India. 

DGKA Karatekas won 
seven gold, seven silver 
and 13 bronze medals in 
the tourney.

500 players from 17 
states of the country had 
participated in the tour-
nament. 

Association coach, 
Sushan Thapa, thanked 
Gorkha Territorial Ad-
ministration chief, Bi-
mal Gurung, and Deputy 
chief, Colonel Ramesh 
Alley, for supporting and 
providing accommoda-
tion for the team during 
the tourney.

UCWSS to 
mark Padri 
Ganga Prasad 
Pradhan’s 
birth 
anniv with 
felicitations
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 06 J : 

United Christian Wel-
fare Society of Sik-

kim [UCWSS] convened a 
meeting under the chair-
manship of its president, 
Elder Patrus Gurung, 
here at its of ice today. 
The meeting decided to 
celebrate the 166th birth 
anniversary of Adi Patra-
kar Padri Ganga Prasad 
Pradhan on 04 July in 
grand manner.

The meeting passed 
the proposal to felicitate 
personalities from different 
ields during the celebra-

tion. The meeting decid-
ed to felicitate Ajay Aman 
Thapa and Sagar Chhetri in 
journalism, Reeta Rai from 
Martam in social service, 
Emmanuel Rai [Gift] and 
Ravi Rodan in Christian 
literature. The celebration 
will have senior literary 
igure, Rajesh Lulam from 

Darjeeling as the main re-
source person. During the 
celebration, writers and 
poets will also present their 
stories and poems.
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TRIBAL PLOT FOR 
SALE: Land situated at 
Jorethang Road, Nam-
chi [backside] touches 
Tinzer road measuring 
70ftx200 ft approximate-
ly is available for imme-
diate sale. For details 
contact: 85097-06344, 
973312662.

FLAT FOR RENT: 
2BHK including toi-
let-bathroom, located 
above Accountant Gen-
eral’s quarters, Devel-
opment Area. Contact 
9734764711 for details.

NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
SINGAM SILVER MORNING DEAR LOVING EVENING

Draw time: 11:55 am onwards Draw time: 08:00 pm onwards
Draw No:6 DrawDate on:06/06/17 Draw No:111 DrawDate on:06/06/17

1st Prize Rs.10 Lakhs/- 91B 04282 1st Prize Rs.50 Lakhs/- 88L 76707
    (Including Super Prize Amt)     (Including Super Prize Amt)

Cons. Prize Rs.9,100/- 04282 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 76707 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9,000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
01527 06268 18474 27810 52944 14572 24408 28973 34037 52952
58977 63143 82879 89727 95312 67905 68137 70314 71224 98918
3rd Prize Rs.500/- 3rd Prize  Rs.9000/-
0364 2404 3390 4098 4687 4821 6636 6801 6841 9706 23331 30179 40517 41801 46392
4th Prize Rs.300/- 76293 78380 90633 92866 99719
0322 1214 5369 5415 5480 5821 5893 5960 6475 6795 4th Prize Rs.1000/-
5th Prize Rs.130/- 1398 1695 1709 2580 2725 4679 6249 7330 8793 9754
0166 0319 0481 0781 0888 1145 1543 1608 1640 1831 5th Prize Rs.600/-
2021 2032 2042 2161 2193 2340 2357 2466 2471 2593 2309 2320 2422 3370 3974 4008 4181 6113 6655 7784
2630 2688 2716 2736 2823 2953 3065 3265 3312 3377 6th Prize Rs.250/-
3468 3515 3669 3797 3857 3891 3908 3943 3973 3975 0180 0193 0561 0672 0727 0756 0764 0838 0935 1023
3998 4214 4453 4537 4593 4739 4819 4838 4858 4921 1124 1147 1221 1617 1783 1826 1959 2089 2177 2222
5086 5108 5168 5251 5287 5382 5511 5532 5612 5677 2273 2371 2492 2538 2654 2668 2800 2960 3315 3325
5683 5700 5759 5769 5846 6066 6315 6340 6447 6503 3361 3536 3612 3614 3716 3889 3901 3924 3980 4021
6630 6780 6788 6807 6869 7026 7348 7518 7535 7723 4068 4151 4194 4393 4399 4483 4577 4666 4797 4904
7750 7783 8204 8413 8418 8522 8611 8631 8740 8807 4932 5046 5203 5242 5431 5436 5568 5646 5830 5970
9354 9416 9426 9464 9500 9602 9729 9731 9798 9915 5981 5990 6001 6011 6125 6359 6811 6818 6855 6872
Issued by: 6874 6888 7004 7023 7124 7164 7395 7651 7685 7726
The Director, Nagaland State Lotteries, Kohima, Nagaland. 7832 7931 8090 8096 8551 8590 8668 8764 8929 9012
For Results, please visit: www.nagalandlotteries.com 9178 9243 9283 9460 9530 9618 9678 9744 9772 9960

KINDLY CHECK THE RESULTS WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE.

DEAR CHANCE SINGAM GREAT EVENING
Draw No:47 DrawDate on:06/06/17 Draw No:18 DrawDate on:06/06/17

1st Prize Rs.50 Lakhs/- 95A 40046 1st Prize Rs.10 Lakhs/- 95H 37528
  (Including Super Prize Amt)   (Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 40046 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9,100/- 37528 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9500/- 2nd Prize Rs.9,000/-
07783 29377 31477 34875 48392 00506 05962 07176 13396 17980
62775 72820 81072 87896 96851 23822 24202 70468 72552 89837
3rd Prize  Rs.9000/- 3rd Prize Rs.500/-
01776 18844 20227 26376 37400 0721 1367 2356 6701 7350 7910 8801 9638 9652 9792
44875 62512 75797 85045 98844 4th Prize Rs.300/-
4th Prize Rs.1000/- 1142 1980 3432 3762 4433 5189 6049 7755 9421 9609
0365 0431 0795 1359 2354 6272 6941 7568 9037 9338 5th Prize Rs.130/-
5th Prize Rs.600/- 0139 0177 0304 0487 0816 0946 1097 1150 1379 1471
1579 1620 1842 2264 5131 6655 7622 7646 8479 9919 1478 1802 1948 2010 2205 2288 2360 2476 2537 2645
6th Prize Rs.250/- 2843 2951 3112 3213 3255 3373 3411 3472 3478 3485
0099 0138 0165 0718 0720 0840 0845 0983 1279 1311 3719 3974 3975 4209 4217 4249 4341 4376 4565 4661
1448 1601 1617 1756 1864 1941 1976 2144 2202 2230 4677 4689 4790 4838 4848 5004 5308 5392 5445 5492
2503 2695 2795 2808 2911 2947 2971 3059 3219 3225 5561 5756 5757 5775 5915 6091 6145 6327 6362 6523
3312 3331 3394 3410 3556 3632 3661 3835 4032 4147 6857 6948 6950 7130 7213 7307 7363 7613 7961 8070
4270 4278 4342 4530 4665 4808 4853 4878 4913 4917 8125 8207 8215 8265 8332 8345 8395 8519 8597 8623
4927 4944 5024 5039 5302 5413 5426 5519 5585 5689 8719 8968 8974 8993 9129 9161 9262 9310 9319 9404
5711 5741 5758 5809 5982 6185 6337 6403 6504 6583 9419 9510 9520 9596 9662 9714 9946 9949 9984 9991
6592 6749 6835 6869 6880 6934 7012 7142 7411 7486 Issued by:
7675 7676 7722 7888 7900 8130 8182 8223 8475 8614 The Director, Sikkim State Lotteries, Deorali-737102
8715 8919 9203 9276 9488 9546 9631 9916 9947 9982 Please visit: www.sikkimlotteries.com

SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES

KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE

Rock-like 
object falls 
from sky, 
appears to 
be meteorite
J , J  6 (PTI): A 
mysterious rock-like ob-
ject, which appears to have 
fallen from the sky, in an 
open ield near Bhankhro-
ra area on the outskirts 
of the city caused panic 
among locals.

The dark grey co-
loured object appears 
to be a meteorite and 
weighs around four kg. 
A few other pieces of 
the rock-like object were 
also found, police said.

“Locals spotted the 
object in the morn-
ing and informed us. It 
seems the object fell at 
a great speed as it has 
created a small crater on 
the ground in Mukund-
pura village,” SHO of 
Bhankhrora Police Sta-
tion Hemendra Sharma 
told PTI.

He said the Geolog-
ical Survey of India and 
Forensic Science Labora-
tory of icials have been 
informed about it.

KJM VARMA
B , J  6 (PTI): China today 
said it is in touch with Russia over 
India’s entry into the elite Nuclear 
Suppliers Group (NSG), but made it 
clear that its position on the issue 
remains “unchanged.”

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokes-
person Hua Chunying’s comments 
came a day after External Affairs 
Minister Sushma Swaraj said that 
India is engaging with Moscow and 
making efforts to convince Beijing 
on the issue.

“China and other member includ-
ing Russia maintained close commu-

nication and we also maintain that 
we should act in accordance with 
the principles of the NSG,” Hua told 
media.

The application for accession by 
non-NPT countries is a multi-lateral 
question and should be addressed 
on the basis of consensus of the NSG 
members, Hua said when asked for 
reaction to Swaraj s comments.

“We have stressed our position 
many times on this issue.

Our position remains un-
changed,” Hua said, reiterating Chi-
na’s two step approach - irst to reach 
a non-discriminatory resolution that 

applies to all non-NPT countries and 
then to discuss the application to 
non-NPT countries.

She said that at the NSG plena-
ry session this month in Bern, Chi-
na wishes to conduct “constructive 
discussion”.

Swaraj yesterday said India has 
always engaged with China and “we 
are doing it for NSG as well. And (it 
is being done) not only by us, but 
even nations friendly to us as well 
as enjoying good relations with Chi-
na, who feel that India should get an 
NSG membership.”

Giving Russia’s example, she said 

Moscow feels that India should be 
a part of the NSG and UN Security 
Council.

“So we feel, since Russia and Chi-
na share good relations, it should 
talk to China. We are not asking them 
to put pressure on China, but use its 
good of ices. Our effort is to convince 
China on the issue and also involve 
nations friendly with both the coun-
tries,” the minister added.

Pakistan too has applied for the 
NSG membership after India’s ap-
plication following which China 
came up with the two step approach 
blocking India s entry.

On the concerns expressed by 
Swaraj on China’s Belt and Road 
Initiative (BRI) in which USD 50 bil-
lion China-Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor (CPEC) is a part, Hua said, “we 
also stressed many times that the 
Kashmir issue is one left behind by 
history between India and Pakistan 
and should be addressed properly 
through negotiation.”

“The CPEC is an economic cor-
ridor and not targeted at any third 
party and has nothing to do with any 
territorial dispute. It will not affect 
China’s position on Kashmir,” she 
added.

China in touch with Russia over
India’s NSG bid: of icial

Saudi Arabia 
revokes 
Qatar 
Airways 
licence
R , J  6 (AFP): 
Saudi Arabia today re-
voked the operating 
licence of Qatar Air-
ways and ordered the 
airline’s offices to close 
within 48 hours, state 
media reported, as a re-
gional diplomatic crisis 
escalated.

“The General Author-
ity of Civil Aviation has 
decided to cancel all li-
censes granted to Qatar 
Airways and to close all 
of its of ices in the king-
dom within 48 hours,” 
read a statement carried 
by the of icial SPA news 
agency.

Islamic State has claimed responsibility for the shooting and hostage situation that left two men dead in 
Melbourne overnight.The gunman, named by police on Tuesday as Yacqub Khayre, took a woman hostage 

in an apartment building in Brighton, 11km south-east of Melbourne’s central business district, on Monday 
night. Police shot him dead after he emerged from the complex with a sawn-off shotgun, shooting at of icers. 
They then discovered the body of another man in the foyer of the apartment block. Three police of icers were 
shot during the siege, although their injuries were not life-threatening. Two police suffered hand injuries and 
a third was injured in the face and neck area. The hostage had been called to the apartment through an escort 
service on Monday, police said. On Tuesday police said the woman was traumatised but not hurt. The dead man 
had been working at the serviced apartments.

Trump will 
not ‘divide our 
communities’: 
London Mayor
L , J  5 (AFP): 
London Mayor Sadiq 
Khan accused Donald 
Trump today of seeking 
to divide communities in 
Britain after the US pres-
ident criticised his lead-
ership following a terror 
attack in the city. “Some 
people thrive on feud and 
division. We are not go-
ing to let Donald Trump 
divide our communities,” 
Khan told the BBC.

L , J  6 (PTI): Over 130 imams and Muslim 
religious leaders in the UK have refused to perform 
the traditional Islamic funeral prayer for the London 
Bridge attackers, saying their “indefensible actions” 
were completely at odds with the teachings of Islam.

Imams and religious leaders from across the coun-
try and a range of schools of thought came together to 
issue a public statement condemning the recent ter-
ror attack in London and conveying their pain at the 
suffering of the victims and their families.

In an unprecedented move, they not only refused 
to perform the traditional Islamic prayer for the ter-
rorists -- a ritual that is normally performed for every 
Muslim regardless of their actions -- but also called on 
others to do the same.

“Consequently, and in light of other such ethical 
principles which are quintessential to Islam, we will 
not perform the traditional Islamic funeral prayer 
over the perpetrators and we also urge fellow imams 
and religious authorities to withdraw such a privi-
lege,” the group of more than 130 imams and Muslim 
religious leaders said in a statement.

“This is because such indefensible actions are 
completely at odds with the lofty teachings of Islam,” 
the statement said.

Three knife-wielding attackers on Saturday had 
unleashed a terror rampage here, ploughing a van 
into pedestrians on the iconic London Bridge before 
stabbing revellers in a nearby market, killing seven 
people. The three attackers had been shot dead.

The move by the imams and the religious leaders 
came as senior Muslims and community leaders said 
they would redouble efforts to root out extremism in 
their communities after the attack in London.

The Metropolitan police commander for engage-
ment, Mak Chishty, the highest-ranking of icer of 
Muslim faith, called for “a step-change -- a different 
direction and a different movement to counter the 
scourge of terrorism, extremism and hatred that we 
have in our communities at present”.

Chishty, in a statement he read out on behalf of 
Muslim communities, said, “It is the Islamic duty of 
every Muslim to be loyal to the country in which they 
live. We are now asking questions to understand how 
extremism and hatred has taken hold within some 
elements of our own communities.” Harun Khan, the 
secretary general of the Muslim Council of Britain 
umbrella organisation, expressed his anger over the 
London Bridge attack, saying, “We want to do some-
thing about it.”

UK imams refuse funeral prayers to
‘indefensible’ London attackers

A , J  6 (PTI): Pro-Khalistan slogans 
were today raised by Sikh hardliners in the 
premises of the Golden Temple complex here 
on the 33rd anniversary of Operation Bluestar.

A bandh was also observed in the holy 
city on the call given by radical Sikh out it 
Dal Khalsa on the anniversary of the mili-
tary operation that was carried out in 1984 
to lush out heavily-armed terrorists holed 
up in the Golden Temple.

Policemen in civil clothes were deployed 
along with the SGPC’s task force to thwart 
any attempt to disturb law and order.

When the Akal Takht (the highest tempo-
ral seat for Sikhs) Jathedar Giani Gurbachan 
Singh started his customary address, sup-
porters of the SAD (A) led by Simranjit Singh 
Mann raised slogans of ‘Khalistan Zindabad’.

Despite sloganeering, the Jathedar contin-
ued with his address to the Sikh community.

Some Sikh hardliners even raised slo-
gans against Gurbachan Singh.

The ‘Sarbat Khalsa’ appointed “parallel” 
Jathedar Dhian Singh Mand, in his address 
from the ground loor of the Akal Takht, ac-
cused former Chief Minister Parkash Singh 

Badal of interfering in Sikh religious affairs 
including in the Shiromani Gurdwara Par-
bandhak Committee (SGPC).

Mann said SGPC chief Kirpal Singh Ba-
dungar had assured them yesterday that the 
Jathedar would not be allowed to address 
the Sikh community from the platform of 
Akal Takht.

Badungar had assured us that the head 
priest of the Golden Temple would be asked 
to address the community, said Mann.

However, former Deputy Chief Minister 
Sukhbir Singh Badal mounted pressure on 
Badungar and forced him to send Giani Gur-
bachan Singh to address the community in-
stead of the head priest, claimed Mann.

Mann alleged that Sukhbir Badal had a 
plan to foment trouble in the Golden Temple 
premises. “But our men foiled their nefari-
ous designs as the anniversary of Operation 
Bluestar passed off peacefully,” he claimed.

Mann also accused the Akal Takht Jathe-
dar of allegedly hurting the sentiments of 
the Sikh community by accepting the apol-
ogy of Sirsa-based Dera Sacha Sauda head 
Gurmeet Ram Rahim Singh. The apology 

was later withdrawn after the Sikh commu-
nity raised objections.

Mann also demanded that Gurbachan 
Singh be removed from the post forthwith.

Addressing the gathering, Giani Gur-
bachan Singh said, “The Sikh community 
across the world will remember the un-
healed wounds of Operation Blue Star”.

The memorial dedicated to those killed 
during the 1984 Army action on the Golden 
Temple witnessed a steady stream of visitors.

In view of the anniversary, security per-
sonnel were on high alert in Punjab.

Amid apprehensions that Sikh hardlin-
ers might object to the customary address 
by the the Akal Takht Jathedar at the Golden 
Temple, Amritsar city was turned into a for-
tress with about 5,000 security personnel 
comprising seven companies of paramili-
tary forces being deployed to maintain law 
and order.

As many as 15 companies of paramilitary 
forces including CRPF, ITBP and RAF have 
been deployed in different parts of Punjab.

Seven companies of paramilitary forces 
have been deployed in Amritsar.

Pro-Khalistan slogans raised in
Golden Temple complex
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EtCETERA

A R C T I C   C I R C L E  - HALLATT

B A B Y   B L U E S  - KIRKMAN & SCOTT

L O C K H O R N S  - HOEST & REINER

ARIES: You should feel especial-
ly emotional today, Aries, reacting 
strongly to nearly everything you 
see, whether a photo of a natural di-
saster, a group of children, or a kit-
ten sitting on a doorstep. Spiritually, 
you’re highly motivated and longing 
to know more about worlds beyond 
this one. You might long to make a 
pilgrimage, perhaps to a holy shrine 
or other sacred place. If you’re seri-
ous, make plans.  
TAURUS: Dreams and visions might 
come and go today, Taurus, as uncon-
scious drives and images surface. 
Some of these impressions could 
represent old traumas or phobias that 
need to be released. You could also 
draw creative inspiration from these 
perceptions and use them as a basis 

for artistic projects. By day’s end you 
may feel much lighter - emotionally, 
at least!  
GEMINI: Social events or group ac-
tivities could put you in touch with 
a lot of people, Gemini, both close 
friends and casual acquaintances. 
A new person may come into your 
life who makes a diff erence for you. 
Issues may come up that you feel 
strongly about, and you aren’t like-
ly to hesitate about expressing your 
opinions. This is fi ne, as you will 
be tactful and others will appreciate 
your sincerity.  
CANCER: Cancer, you should feel 
physically strong and energetic today 
and ready to take on just about any-
thing that comes your way. This is 

good, as you may be presented with 
some powerful challenges that bring 
new purpose to your life. Excitement 
and enthusiasm permeate your entire 
being right now. Anything that comes 
your way you’re likely to face with 
determination, undeterred by the 
enormity of the task.  
LEO: Spiritual passion is tempered 
by romantic desire today, Leo, and 
you’re likely to want to pursue both. 
Perhaps your romantic partner is as 
spiritually inclined as you, and you 
both aspire to the same ends. Much 
of the passion you feel wells up from 
deep within. If you’re in any way 
creatively inclined, you may want to 
memorialize these feelings through 
writing, painting, or music.  

VIRGO: If you’re currently romanti-
cally involved, Virgo, you can expect 
your relationship to move to the next 
level of commitment. You and your 
partner could agree to be monoga-
mous, get engaged, or set a wedding 
date. If you’re married, you might 
decide to have a child. If you aren’t 
involved, expect to attract someone 
soon. You’re ready, and eligible part-
ners are defi nitely registering your 
availability!  
LIBRA: An invitation to an import-
ant social event could come today, 
Libra. This could represent a chance 
to meet important people who could 
advance your career or who might be 
involved in a fi eld that interests you. 
Your energy and enthusiasm won’t 
be lost on these people, or anyone 

for that matter, as you will obviously 
be speaking from the heart when you 
discuss what’s on your mind.  
SCORPIO: A previously untapped 
talent could emerge today, Scorpio. 
You may decide to train this talent and 
foster a skill that can help you with 
any type of work you will do. This is 
defi nitely the day for it, as you should 
be full of energy and enthusiasm, ca-
pable of assuming any task, however 
formidable. Physically, you should 
feel strong and well. This is a day full 
of challenges and new enterprises.  
SAGITTARIUS: Romantic passion 
might motivate you to work on im-
proving your appearance, Sagittarius. 
You might decide to exercise, change 
your diet, and experiment with new 

clothing styles. You’re likely to pro-
duce the results you want. With the 
energy and enthusiasm churning 
within you today, you might surprise 
yourself with this task or anything 
else you do.    
CAPRICORN: You’ll wake up 
ready to take on the world, Capri-
corn. Excitement, enthusiasm, and 
purpose will fi ll your soul, yet you 
might wonder where it comes from, 
as nothing has changed since yester-
day. Don’t waste time mulling over it 
- harness it! Tackle a class or exercise 
program. Start a project. This energy 
is generated from deep in the subcon-
scious, but should be channeled into 
the conscious world! 
AQUARIUS: Information gleaned 

from friends could have you focus-
ing on a new goal, Aquarius. You 
may have a lot of ideas about projects 
you want to take care of, and today 
you might realize which one has top 
priority. Start moving! Whatever you 
choose to do, fi nd out what you need 
before you start. There’s a chance that 
you might waste time running around 
trying to fi nd necessary materials.    
PISCES: The Universe is inviting 
you magnify your vision, Pisces. It’s 
time to see the bigger, better, more 
advanced side of things. Remember 
that life is a mirror. You’re highly 
unlikely to receive more than you 
hope for. So dream big, hope big, and 
imagine yourself in the stars. Don’t 
sell yourself short. It’s a misuse of 
humility and modesty.
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Dr. RAJEN UPADHYAY
Assistant Professor in History, 

Namchi Govt. College

Dr. RAJEN UPADHYAY
Assistant Professor in History,

Namchi Govt. CollegePRIYANKA CHOPRA: “Dear NYC, are you 
ready for this tonight?” the actress shared 

on Instagram while posing with dress design-
er Michael Kors.

07  JUNE
WORLD HISTORY
1654: Louis XIV was crowned 
King of France in Rheims. 
1753: Britain’s King George 
II gave his assent to an Act of 
Parliament establishing the 
British Museum.
1775: The United Colonies 
changed their name to Unit-
ed States.
1864: Abraham Lincoln was 
nominated for another term 
as president at his party’s 
convention in Baltimore.
1929: The sovereign state of 
Vatican City came into exis-
tence after the copies of Lat-
eran Treaty were exchanged 
in Rome. 
1948: The Communists 
completed their takeover of 
Czechoslovakia with the res-
ignation of President Eduard 
Benes.

INDIAN HISTORY
1539: Sher Shah defeat-

ed Humayun near Buxar at 
Chausa and became Emperor 
of Delhi.
1606: Guru Arjundev, ifth 
Guru of Sikhs, passed away.
1631: Begum Mumtaz Ma-
hal, the wife of Shah Jahan, 
Emperor of India, passed 
away at Burhanpur a few 
hours after the birth of a 
daughter. She was married in 
1612 and the Taj Mahal was 
built for her.
1893: Mohandas Karam-
chand Gandhi, while trav-
elling from Durban to Pre-
toria, South Africa, was 
thrown out of the first class 
compartment, at Maritz-
burg, for not being a white 
skinned gentleman.

Piers Morgan apolo-
gized for criticizing Ar-

iana Grande. Morgan had 
slammed the singer for re-
turning to the United States 
instead of staying in Man-
chester to visit the victims 
and their families after the 
attack at her May 22 concert.
The outspoken journalist, 
52, changed his mind about 
the 23-year-old popstar after 
watching the One Love Man-
chester bene it concert on 
Sunday, June 4, that Grande 
put on to raise money for 
the families of the 22 people 
killed and dozens wounded.”I 
thought Ariana Grande was 
wrong to ly off after #Man-
chesterAttack but tonight 
she’s putting on a fabulous 
show #OneLoveManchester,” 
Morgan tweeted on Sunday. 
“I misjudged you, @Ariana-
Grande & I apologise. You’re 
an admirable young woman 
& this is a magni icent night. 
Respect.”He added in anoth-
er tweet on Monday, June 5, 

“Emotions run high in peri-
ods like this. Last night’s con-
cert showed me I had mis-
judged Ms Grande.”

The Good Morning Brit-
ain host took his apology a 
step further when he penned 
a lengthy open letter to the 
singer and explained his ini-
tial reaction. “I saw footage 
on TV of Her Majesty The 

Queen visiting the wound-
ed in Manchester hospitals, 
and in my heightened state 
of indignant fury, I wondered 
where the hell you were?” 
he wrote in a column for The 
Daily Mail on Monday. “Well, I 
knew where you were: your 
high security mansion in Boca 
Raton. I just didn’t understand 
why you’d left it to a 91-year-

PIERS MORGAN APOLOGIZES TO ARIANA
GRANDE: ‘I MISJUDGED YOU’

old pensioner to check if your 
wounded fans were OK.” He 
went on to commend Grande 
for returning to Manchester 
to host the charity concert 
and spend time with her fans. 
“You lew back to Manches-
ter within two weeks of what 
must have been the worst day 
of your life. You went to the 
hospitals and sat with your 
wounded fans like Jaden. You 
joked with them, did endless 
sel ies, sang a few songs and 
brought huge joy to so many 

shattered lives,” he contin-
ued. “You had also spent the 
past week planning a huge 
fund-raising concert, per-
suading many of your pop 
superstar friends like Niall 
Horan, Katy Perry, Miley Cyrus 
and Justin Bieber to join you 
on stage back in the very city 
where the attack happened.” 
He concluded by praising her 
unbreakable spirit. “I’m sorry 
I questioned your courage,” 
he wrote. “You’re one helluva 
gusty young lady.”

ConFession

With Salman Khan busy 
with the promotions 

of his upcoming movie 
Tubelight, he has con irmed 
to be in talks with director 
Sanjay Leela Bhansali for a 
new project.

Other than Tubelight, 
Salman Khan has got four 
movies lined up which in-
clude Tiger Zinda Hai op-
posite his ex-girlfriend 
Katrina Kaif, Dabangg 3, 
a dance film with Remo 
D’Souza and an untitled 
movie produced by his sis-
ter Alvira Khan Agnihotri. 
According to sources, Salman confirmed that the script 
has been in discussion with the director and if it happens, 

it will only be taken up af-
ter completing his other 
commitments.

If Salman Khan confirms 
this project, he will be seen 
working with Sanjay Leela 
Bhansali after ten years, the 
last movie being Saawariya 
(2007). They’ve had their 
differences in the past but 
both decided to bury the 
hatchet last year. In fact, 
Salman Khan was the first 
to show his support when 
Sanjay Leela Bhansali was 
recently attacked by activ-
ists of Karni Sena for his 

upcoming movie Padmavati.
Let’s hope to see the two working together soon.

SELENA GOMEZ 
PRAISES ARIANA 
GRANDE AND EX 
JUSTIN BIEBER’S ONE 
LOVE MANCHESTER 
PERFORMANCES

Positivity all around! Selena Go-
mez had nothing but nice things 

to say about her ex-boyfriend Justin 
Bieber’s performance at the One 
Love Manchester bene it concert 
during a new interview.”I thought 
Justin did great,” the “Bad Liar” 
singer, 24, said on SiriusXM’s The 
Morning Mash Up on Monday, June 5, 
as heard in the video above. “It was 
really beautiful.”Bieber, who dated 
Gomez on and off from 2011 to 2014, 
broke down in tears at the concert 
after he sang acoustic renditions of 
his songs “Love Yourself” and “Cold 
Water.”Gomez also praised Ariana 
Grande, who helped organize the 
charity event to raise money for the 
victims of the May 22 terror attack at 
her concert at the Manchester Arena.

“Everyone did such a beautiful job. 
It was so gorgeous. I loved how 

[Grande] ended it,” Gomez said, 
referring to her fellow pop star’s 
emotional cover of “Somewhere Over 

the Rainbow.” Later in the interview, 
the Disney alum was asked if she 
and her close friend Taylor Swift 

have introduced 
one another to their 
respective new boy-
friends, The Weeknd 
and Joe Alwyn. 

“I hang out with 
my new person a 

lot,” Gomez gushed. 
She stayed mum 
about Swift’s new 
beau, though, add-
ing, “Honestly, if my 
friends are happy, 
that makes me 
happy. That’s all I 
care about.”Gomez 
and The Weeknd, 
27, went public 
with their romance 
in January. Since 
then, the couple has 
spent plenty of time 
together traveling 
the globe during 
his Starboy: Legend 
of the Fall World 
Tour. “I love being 
supportive,” Gomez 
said on SiriusXM. 
“I love just being 
there and having 

somebody’s back. It feels good. I 
haven’t had that feeling in a while.”

SPILLING BEANS!!!

SALMAN KHAN TO WORK WITH
SANJAY LEELA BHANSALI?!

RUM
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