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Sikkim’s U-19 
cricketer selected 
to play in Inter 
Zonal Tourney  
SUMMIT REPORT 
G , 18 M :

Under-19 cricket play-
er from Sikkim, An-

wesh Karan Sharma has 
been selected to play for 
Northeast/Bihar Zone in 
the Inter Zonal Two Day 
Tournament at Una in Hi-
machal Pradesh from 25 
May to 07 June, a press re-
lease from Sikkim Cricket 
Association informs.  

Organized by Nation-
al Cricket Academy, the 
tournament is sched-
uled to feature six teams 
- North Zone, East Zone, 
West Zone, South Zone, 
Central Zone and North-
east/Bihar Zone. 

Anwesh has been as-
sociated with Abhimanyu 
Cricket Academy, Dehra-
dun since 2012 and is one 
of the prominent players 
in the academy. 

He has represented 
Sikkim in various tourna-
ments and matches since 
2016. He is also the only 
player from Sikkim to play 
for Associate and Af iliate 
team in Vijay Merchant 
Trophy. 

He has also played 
in several U-19 matches 
for Associate and Affili-
ate teams.

SCA president, Lob-
zang G Tenzing has con-
gratulated Anwesh Shar-
ma and has wished him 
good luck. 

“Anwesh has made 
Sikkim proud once again 
with his hard work and 
dedication,” Mr Tenzing 
has said.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 18 M : 

Council for the Indian 
School Certi icate Ex-

aminations [CISCE] had 
released the results for 
ICSE and ISC examina-
tions on 14 May. 

Tashi Namgyal Acad-
emy’s Anuhav Das has 
topped the State with 
highest percentage of 
marks amongst all the 
ICSE schools in Sikkim by 
securing 95.4%.

Anubhav scored 96 
in Maths and Science, 97 
in Social Studies [History, 
Civics and Geography], 95 
in Nepali, 93 in English 

and 87 in Economics. 
“I owe it all to my fam-

ily, especially my mother 
and sister Aanchal for 
being my support system 
through all this. I want 
to thank my teachers in 
TNA who guided me,” 
Anubhav said. 

TNA’s Anubhav Das is State 
ICSE topper with 95.4%

Southwest 
monsoon to 
hit Kerala 
on May 29
N  D , M  18 
(PTI): The southwest 
monsoon is expected 
to hit Kerela on May 29, 
three days ahead of its 
normal onset date, the 
India Meteorological De-
partment said today. 

The Met Depart-
ment said conditions 
were favourable for the 
onset of monsoon over 
the Andaman Sea and 
southeast Bay of Bengal 
from May 23.

“The southwest mon-
soon is expected to set 
over Kerala on May 29 
with a modelled error of 
plus or minus four days,” 
the IMD said.

In its irst forecast 
for the rainy season re-
leased last month, the 
IMD had predicted nor-
mal monsoon.

R , 18 M  [IPR]: 
Putting all rumors to rest, the 
Chief Minister Pawan Cham-
ling today announced the ar-
rival of Karmapa and urged 
the people to prepare for a 
grand reception. The CM said 
this while addressing the pub-
lic of Barfung in South Sikkim 
as part of his 32-day State-
wide public outreach tour ‘Jan 
Sampark Abhiyan’. 

Addressing the gathering, 
Mr Chamling spoke in depth 
about the tour and said that 
the tour aims at empowering 
people to take charge of their 
own development.

He further talked about 
the State Government’s aim 
to protect and provide every 
citizen of the State with basic 

civic and political rights. 
The Chief Minister also 

sanctioned the construction 
of Tashiding Bridge along 
with upgradation and con-
struction of new roads to link 
remote villages in the constit-
uency. 

He further assured that 
the vacant posts of professors 
and teachers in schools and 
colleges of the district will be 
illed at the earliest. 

He assured the teachers 
that the demands placed by 
them will be ful illed by the 
State Government. 

Mr Chamling further an-
nounced that Bhutia Lepcha 
seats will be created in Pan-
chayat and Nagar Panchayat, 
and the inal decision will be 

taken in 2-3 months.
With regards to the health 

sector, the CM maintained 
that his government has al-
ways prioritized public health 
above all. He urged the pub-
lic to take advantage of free 
treatments and other quali-
tative policies constituted by 
the State Government.

In the education scenario, 
the Chief Minister urged the 
youth of the constituency to 
take advantage of the facilities 
provided by the State Govern-
ment and asked the students 
to avail free education in in-
stitutions such as CCCT Chiso-
pani and ATTC Bardang. 

The CM also asked youth 
to make use of the Chief Min-

Prepare for Karmapa’s visit, says CM at Barfung 

turn to pg03

REBYNA RANA
G , 18 M :

Namchi Senior Secondary 
School emerged as the cham-

pion of the LD Kazi Memorial Gold 
Cup Inter-School Football Tourna-
ment played at Chakung Ground in 
West Sikkim.

In the inal match played to-
day, Namchi Senior Secondary 
School outplayed Central Pendam 

Senior Secondary School 3-1 to 
lift the trophy.

Agriculture Minister, Somnath 
Poudyal, Sports Minister, RB Subba 
and former Sikkim Legislative As-
sembly Speaker, KT Gyaltsen hand-
ed over trophies and medals to the 
winner and runner-up team.

The tournament champions, 
Namchi SSS will now represent 
Sikkim in the Subroto Mukherjee 
tournament at Delhi later this year.

More than 74 schools from all 
over the state had participated 
from the preliminary rounds of the 
tournament. 

After the prelims, 16 teams 
were selected through cluster level 
selection. 

The inal round for girl’s cate-
gory of LD Kazi Football Tourna-
ment is scheduled to take place at 
Soreng from 23 May. 

Namchi SSS lifts LD Kazi 
Memorial Gold Cup  

SC provides 
roadmap for 

loor test in 
Karnataka

N  D , M  18 
(PTI): The Supreme 
Court today gave clear-
cut four-step instruc-
tions for holding the 
loor test in the Karna-

taka assembly tomorrow 
for ascertaining the ma-
jority or otherwise of the 
BS Yedyurappa’s govern-
ment in the state.

In its order, the apex 
court enumerated the 
four steps that have to be 
followed for holding the 
loor test, directing the 

immediate appointment 
of the Pro-tem Speaker, 

turn to pg03

Lepcha 
Primitive Girls 
Hostel at Burtuk 
inaugurated
G , 18 M  [IPR]: 
Secretary, Ministry of Trib-
al Affairs, Government of 
India, Leena Nair reviewed 
the status of implementa-
tion of Tribal Development 
Programme and schemes 
in the North Eastern 
States including Sikkim in 
the review-cum-consulta-
tion meeting held in the 
capital today.

Setting the context 
for the meeting, Ms Nair 
stated that the Ministry 
has ensured systematic 
increase in the funding for 
Tribal Development and 
ef icient monitoring for 

proper implementation 
and timely submission of 
Utilization Certi icates. 

She added that the 
Ministry now emphasizes 
more on frequent visits by 
of icials to all the States to 

understand the situation 
on ground. 

“This is the irst time 
a review meeting of this 
kind is being held in the 
North East and we are 
happy to be here in Sik-

kim to deliberate on per-
tinent issues concerning 
Tribal Development. We 
have some issues and 
bottlenecks with regard 
to the implementation of 

Here to resolve issues regarding FRA, 
says Tribal Affairs Ministry of icial 

turn to pg02
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WANGCHUK BHUTIA
M , 18 M :

Thingchim Secondary 
School, North Sikkim, 

bid farewell to its former 
headmistress in a func-
tion held at the school 
premises today. 

Chungkipo Lepcha 
had retired as the head-
mistress of Thingchim 
Secondary School last 
year after serving as an 
educator for 40 years. 

Apart from Ms Lep-
cha, three other teachers 
who were recently trans-
ferred from the school 
were also given a grand 
farewell.

The function was at-
tended by Deputy Speaker, 
Sikkim Legislative Assem-
bly cum MLA [Dzongu], 
Sonam Gyatso Lepcha 
as the chief guest along 
with Additional Director 
[Human Resource Devel-
opment Department], So-

nam Lepcha, Additional 
District Collector [Dev] 
Mangan, KR Limboo and 
Upadhakysha [North], 
Theney Bhutia.

The public, pancha-
yats, teachers, students 
and other dignitaries felic-
itated the outgoing teach-
ers in the function with 

garlands and presents.
Additional Director 

[HRDD North], Sonam 
Lepcha and ADC [Dev], 
KR Limboo were also fe-
licitated for their recent 
promotions.

Sonam Lepcha previ-
ously served as Joint-Di-
rector in HRDD while KR 

Limboo was the former 
Block Development Of i-
cer of Dzongu. 

Headmaster, GK Lim-
boo in his address put 
forth the school’s need 
of a two-storey building 
and a community hall. 

The chief guest in his 
address congratulated 

Ms Lepcha for serving 
the State as a teacher and 
educating children. 

Responding to the 
demands placed by the 
headmaster, the Deputy 
Speaker assured that the 
demands will sanctioned 
soon.  He also highlight-
ed the series of develop-
ment activities undertak-
en by the government in 
Dzongu and North dis-
trict as a whole.  

He further urged the 
gathered locals to stand 
in unity to bring the 
17th Gyalwang Karmapa 
Ugyen Trinley Dorje to 
Sikkim and prepare for 
his arrival. 

Highlighting the issue 
of Limboo Tamang As-
sembly seat reservation, 
he said that the govern-
ment is working hard to 
ful ill the demand of the 
two communities. 

Thingchim School bids farewell to retired 
headmistress and transferred teachers 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 18 M :

Gorkha Apex Commit-
tee, in a press release 

issued today, has advised 
the state government to 
formulate the new bill 
for local employment 
protection in private sec-
tor in line with the provi-

sions under Article 371F. 
The committee has 

said that the State Gov-
ernment’s Local Em-
ployment Protection Bill, 
2010 was rejected in 
2015 by the then Presi-
dent Pranab Mukherjee 
due to the violation of Ar-
ticle 14, 15 and 19(1) of 
the Constitution of India. 

“The only way to 
avoid rejection of the 
new bill is to amend Rule 
4/4, an old law of Sik-
kim under Sikkim Gov-
ernment Establishment 
Rules of 1974,” the com-
mittee has said.

“The mistake of cre-
ating a completely new 
law neglecting the old 

laws and Article 371F 
while formulating ‘Local 
Employment Protection 
Bill, 2010” resulted in 
exploitation, deprivation 
and humiliation meted 
out to the people of Sik-
kim working in different 
companies and industrial 
units,” the committee has 
informed.

The committee has 
further drawn the State 
Government’s attention 
towards Companies Act, 
2013 which is getting 
auto implemented by the 
end of 2018 repealing 
registration of compa-
nies (Sikkim) Act 1961, 
an old law of Sikkim.

Chief Minister Pawan 

Chamling during his 
recent public appear-
ances had shared plans 
of placing a Bill in the 
Assembly to ensure that 
private business sector 
of Sikkim employs 90% 
Sikkimese in tourism, 
hospitality industry and 
other similar trades, the 
release mentions.

“We are grateful that 
Chief Minister inally as-
sured a Bill in the upcom-
ing Assembly session to 
ensure local employment 
protection to the people 
of Sikkim working in dif-
ferent private enterpris-
es, companies and indus-
trial units,” the commit-
tee has expressed.

GAC ‘grateful’ for CM’s assurance of Bill to 
ensure local employment protection 

NITESH R PRADHAN
G , 18 M :

Sikkim Democratic 
Front’s health front 

organised a free eye 
health camp at Drishy-
am Eye Care and Surgical 
Center in the capital from 
15 to18 May. 

SDF health chairper-
son, Lhakila Tongden 
Lepcha along with Dr 
Arati Diyali and executive 
members of the party’s 
health front coordinated 
the camp.  

Ms Lepcha thanked 
Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling for inspir-
ing and motivating the 
party’s health front to 
undertake such noble 
work for the citizens of 
the State in line with the 
State Government’s pol-
icy of providing health 
bene its to every section 
of Sikkimese society. 

Many senior citizens 
and children received vari-
ous eye treatments during 
the three-day camp. 

SDF health front 
conducts free eye 

health camp

SUMMIT REPORT
M , 18 M :

Station Head Of icer, Mangan 
Police Station, Karma Eud-

en Kaleon accompanied by Sub 
Inspectors, Gaurav Gautam and 
Santabir Gurung, Mangan Nagar 
Panchayat president, Zangmoo 
Bhutia and traf ic police of i-
cials organized an awareness 
meet with the Panchayats and 
Mangan Nagar Panchayats of 
Lachen-Mangan and Dzongu 
constituencies today.

Addressing the gathering 
SHO, Ms Kaleon requested the 
gathering to cooperate with the 
police of icials to make North 
District crime-free and peaceful. 

She also urged the Pancha-
yats and of icials to direct shop 
owners of the area to install 

CCTV cameras in the area to 
keep criminal activities in check. 

She further urged the taxi 

association members to educate 
the drivers on politeness, traf ic 
rules and to update their driv-

er’s license and other necessary 
documents.  

She directed the Panchayat 
members to warn the residents 
of their respective areas about 
the consequences of child labor.  

She further called for aware-
ness amongst the shopkeepers, 
residents, drivers and police 
personnel to maintain peace 
and discipline in the District. 

Sub Inspectors informed 
the gathered of icials that traf-
ic classes will be conducted for 

drivers at Mangan Police Sta-
tion’s conference hall every sec-
ond Tuesday of every month.  

The classes will be conduct-
ed by City Motor Driving School 
Center, it is informed.

Mangan police conduct awareness 
meet for crime-free North 

SAGAR CHETTRI
G , 18 M : 

Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty’ Sikkim unit, while 

addressing a press con-
ference here today, called 
out the Sikkim Democrat-
ic Front for ‘repeatedly 
attacking BJP’ by calling 
it an ‘outside party’.

BJP has demanded 
that the SDF immediately 
clarify its statement. 

The BJP-Sikkim pres-
ident, DB Chauhan, has 
asked the SDF how there 
can be any ‘outside party 
in this democratic country’.

He further lashed out 
against that SDF spokes-
person, Bhim Dahal, 
whom he accused of ‘lack 
of knowledge and igno-
rance’ for referring to the 
BJP as an outside party. 

“We want immediate 
clari ication from the 
ruling party on how the 
BJP is an outside party,” 
he said. 

He further said that 
the people of Sikkim 

have welcomed opposi-
tion parties to share their 
problems. 

Mr Chauhan has also 
criticized the Chief Min-
ister’s State-wide tour in-
volving school students 
in the programme and 
for the political speech-
es being made in school 
premises.

The BJP-Sikkim 
spokesperson, JB Darnal, 
added that Mr Bhim Da-
hal has been calling op-
position leaders “foolish” 
to hide mistakes and fool-
ishness of his own party. 
He challenged the SDF 
party to take legal action 
if it the opposition has 
been lying to the people. 

“We have all facts and 
igures on the failures 

of the SDF government 
in different sectors,” he 
said.

On the claim of the 
ruling party of having 
increased the road den-
sity to 8,000 Kms in 24 
years from 1,800 KMs, 
Mr Darnal stated that it 

was not a big achieve-
ment to claim and any 
government can achieve 
as much in 24 years. He 
added that all roads were 
built under Pradhan 
Mantri Gram Sadak Yoja-
na scheme funded by the 
Central Government.

Mr Darnal has assert-
ed that the claims of the 

SDF government of pover-
ty free Sikkim and organic 
Sikkim were totally false

He argued that if Sik-
kim was indeed pover-
ty-free, then why was the 
State Government still 
providing various bene-
its to the people. 

Responding to me-
dia queries, Mr Chauhan 
stated that the regional 
party governments in the 
State are responsible for 
dilution of various old 
laws of Sikkim. He added 
that SDF party has failed 
to place the demands and 
issues of Sikkim directly 
in the Centre. He added 
that BJP can take the de-
mands and issues of the 
people of Sikkim effec-
tively to the Centre.

Responding on the 
queries on pre-poll alli-
ance with other parties, 
he said, “We are in the 
favor of pre-poll alliance 
with any like-minded 
party willing to work for 
the people of Sikkim.”

BJP calls out SDF for calling it an ‘outside party’

the Forest Rights Act and 
the FCA, which have to be 
discussed and resolved. 
I look forward to fruitful 
deliberations ahead and 
wish that the outcomes of 
this meeting will be very 
positive,” she stated. 

Emphasizing on the 
implementation of the 
Forest Rights Act (ACT) in 
the North Eastern States, 
the Secretary stressed 
that the Government 
of India is very serious 
about giving the FRA duly 
ensuring that all the legal 
processes are put into mo-
tion and complied with.

The meeting took 
stock of various issues like 
FRA and Forest Conserva-
tion Act implementation, 
scholarship schemes, NGO 

grants and use of tradition-
al, conventional and social 
media to raise awareness 
about the schemes among 
the tribal population. 

Likewise, discussion 
on Eklavya Model Res-
idential School (EMRS) 
formed a major part of the 
discussions. Each of the 
sessions was facilitated by 
Joint Secretaries of MoTA, 
Rajesh Aggarwal and Vi-
nod Kumar Tiwari and 
other Ministry of icials.

The meeting also saw 
sharing of success stories 
and suggestions by dele-
gates from each of the States.

Earlier, Secretary, So-
cial Justice, Empowerment 
& Welfare Department, 
Government of Sikkim, 
Sarala Rai, in her welcome 
address thanked the Sec-
retary Ministry of Tribal 
Affairs, Government of In-
dia for choosing Sikkim as 
the venue for the Review 
cum Consultation Meeting. 

She also touched upon 
some of the Tribal Devel-
opment Schemes and pro-
grammes being implement-
ed in the State of Sikkim.

The review cum con-
sultation meeting was at-
tended by Additional Chief 
Secretary, Government of 
Assam, Rajiv Kumar Bora, 
senior of icers of the Min-
istry of Tribal Affairs, of-
icers from all the North 

Eastern States including 
Sikkim, and Principals of 
EMRS from the NE states.

Earlier in the day, Sec-
retary, MoTA, Leena Nair 
inaugurated the Lepcha 
Primitive Girls Hostel at 
Burtuk. The multi-storied 
building is built at a cost 
of Rs. 2,43,56,000  and 
has a total loor area of 
11649.37 sq. ft  and can ac-
commodate 108 students. 

Completed in the year 
2017, the hostel compris-
es of a dining area, en-
trance lobby, recreation 
room, warden’s room, two 
dormitories, multipur-
pose hall, and a library.

Here to resolve issues 
regarding FRA, says Tribal 

Affairs Ministry of icial
contd from pg01

3 shuttlers 
from Sikkim to 
attend camp 
at Padukone-
Dravid Sports 
Centre 
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 18 M : 

Three young promising 
badminton players 

from Sikkim have been 
shortlisted for Badminton 
Association of India [BAI] 
Sub-Junior Summer Coach-
ing Camp at Padukone-Dra-
vid Sports Centre for Excel-
lence in Bangalore. 

The selected players are 
Nabin Pradhan and Ashim 
Chettri in under-13 boys 
category and Anisha Rai in 
under-13 girls category.

A Badminton Associa-
tion of Sikkim press release 
informs that the camp 
has been divided into two 
phases; the irst phase is 
scheduled to go on loors 
from 01 to 21 June and the 
second phase from 25 June 
to 15 July with 45 trainees 
in each phase. 

BAI has invited three 
talented badminton play-
ers [boys or girls] from 
various States to be guid-
ed and trained under the 
legendary Prakash Padu-
kone, U Vimal Kumar and 
a team of other coaches, 
the release informs.

The release further 
reads that the players 
have been selected on the 
basis of merit through 
a selection committee 
constituted by the Bad-
minton Association of 
Sikkim during a trial test 
conducted on 14 May at 
Namchi Indoor Badmin-
ton Hall in South Sikkim.

On behalf of BAS, 
president C Zangpo has 
congratulated the trio for 
their selection and ex-
pressed best wishes for a 
bright future.

CMSES loan 
waiver an-
nouncement a 
lie alleges SKM 
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 18 M :

Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha has said alleged 

the Chief Minister’s recent 
announcement of waiving 
CMSES (Chief Minister Self 
Employmemt Scheme) 
loans is a lie being told just 
to woo voters for the 2019 
elections. 

The party has al-
leged that the CM made 
similar announcements 
in 2013, just before the 
2014 elections but never 
made it of icial. 

“We demand that in-
stead of giving false assur-
ances the Govt of Sikkim 
issue an Administrative 
Order waiving all CMSES 
loans in total and return 
all the mortgaged proper-
ty documents to the actual 
owners immediately,” the 
release states.
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Gangtok on 
Saturday, 
19 May

Temp: 25°C /14°C
Forecast: Mostly 
cloudy, a thun-
dershower in a 
couple of spots. 
Sunrise: 04:45 AM
Sunset: 6:19 PM

SIKKIM  FOOTBALL  ASSOCIATION
FOOTBALL  HOUSE
GANGTK,  SIKKIM

SFA  ‘C’ DIVISION S-LEAGUE 2018
Sikkim Football Association invites entry 
from the football clubs having registration 
from Law Department, Govt. of Sikkim for 
participation in SFA’s ‘C’ Division S-League 
2018 to be held at Paljor Stadium, Gangtok 
around 1st week of June 2018. Entry Form 
with regulation of the tournament can be 
had from Football House, Gangtok on pay-
ment of Rs.100/=. Last date of submission 
of the form complete in all respect is 27th 
May 2018.  

(Menla Ethenpa )
PRESIDENT

G , 18 M  
[PIB]: Sikkim Univer-
sity officially launched 
the Hindi version of its 
website in a function 
held at the university 
premises on 17 May.  

SU vice-chancellor, 
Professor Jyoti Prakash 
Tamang attended the 
function along with Reg-
istrar, TK Kaul, Finance 
Of icer, Debasish Pal, fac-
ulty members, staff and 
students of the university.

The vice-chancellor 
informed that all admin-
istrative orders of the 
university will now be 
issued bilingually.

Apart from the Hindi 
version, the website also 
allows visitors to adjust 
the font size according to 
their convenience. 

Professor Tamang 
congratulated and appre-
ciated the efforts put in by 
the staff for the successful 

launch of the Hindi web-
site. He mentioned that 
Sikkim University is one 
of the few universities in 
the North-East to have 
a bilingual approach to 
most of the administra-
tive work carried out in 
the university. 

SU launches Hindi version 
of its of icial website 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 18 M :

Forest, Environment 
and Wildlife Man-

agement Department, 
Government of Sikkim 
continued its 20-day riv-
erfront cleanup drive at 
Rani Khola and cleaned 
the riverfront premises 
of Rani Khola and Rora 
Khola con luence below 
Jalipool today, a press re-
lease informs.

A team of 100 partic-
ipants consisting of As-
sam Lingzey Senior Sec-
ondary School’s Eco-Club 
members, Environment 
and Soil Conservation 
wing of Forest Depart-
ment and local residents 
took part in the cleanli-
ness drive coordinated 
by ENVIS, Sikkim.

The Forest Depart-
ment, in collaboration 
with Ministry of Envi-
ronment, Forest and Cli-
mate Change, Govern-
ment of India, as a part 

of World Environment 
Day 2018 had kicked 
off the riverfront clean-
ing drive along Rani 
Khola and its adjoining 
streams on 15 May. 

The cleanliness drive 
is scheduled to continue 
till World Environment 
Day, 05 June.

ENVIS Sikkim conducts riverfront 
cleaning drive at Jalipool 

ister’s Start-up Scheme 
and develop innovative 
entrepreneurial ven-
tures and self employ-
ment opportunities in 
rural as well as urban 
areas of the State. 

Additionally, he in-
formed that the scheme 
aims to provide inancial 
contribution up to 25% 
of the project cost along 
with ventures entailing 
total investment up to 
Rs 20 lakh.

The CM strongly 
urged the general pub-
lic to work in coordina-
tion and in harmony and 
to further upgrade the 
State as one of the model 
States in the country. 

During the course 
of the programme, the 
Chief Minister was felic-
itated by the public of 
Barfung constituency for 
his endeavors in uplift-
ing the State in domestic 
as well as in global are-
na and also in becoming 
the longest-serving Chief 
Minister of any State in 
the Country.

The Chief Minister 
was accompanied by 
Speaker, Sikkim Legis-
lative Assembly, KN Rai, 
Area MLA cum Minister, 
DD Bhutia, Cabinet Min-
isters, Chairpersons, Ad-
visors, Zilla Panchayats, 
Department of icials and 
the public. 

Earlier, the CM inau-
gurated the Block Ad-
ministrative Centre at 
Ravangla.

Prepare for 
Karmapa’s 
visit, says CM 
at Barfung
contd from pg01

holding the oath ceremony for 
all elected members tomorrow. 
This exercise has to be complet-
ed before 4 PM when the loor 
test will be held to ascertain the 
majority.

A bench comprising Justices 
AK Sikri, SA Bobde and Ashok 
Bhushan ordered that adequate 
and suf icient security arrange-
ments shall be made and Direc-
tor General of Police, Karnataka, 
will himself supervise all ar-
rangements so that there is no 
lapse on this count whatsoever.

The bench also noted the 
statement by senior advocate 
Mukul Rohatgi, appearing for 
the chief minister, that since the 
loor test would be held tomor-

row at 4 PM, Yeddyurappa shall 

not take any policy decision till 
it is concluded.

It recorded that in compli-
ance with the May 17 order, Ro-
hatgi has produced the copies 
of May 15 and 16 letters which 
were addressed by Yeddyurappa 
to the Governor of Karnataka.

The bench noted that in the 
May 16 letter, it is claimed that 
Yeddyurappa’s party was the 
single largest party which also 
had the support of others and 
the requisite majority. 

On that basis, the request 
was made to the Governor to 
invite him to form the Govern-
ment, it noted.

The court also took on re-
cord the submissions of senior 
advocates Abhishek Manu Sing-
hvi and Kapil Sibal, appearing 

for Congress-JD(S) combine, 
that the Governor could not 
have invited Yeddyurappa to 
form government on the basis of 
such letters. 

Their contentions were 
refuted by Rohatgi, the order 
noted, adding that “In a matter 
like this, detailed hearing is re-
quired in order to decide as to 
whether action of the Governor 
in inviting Yeddyurappa to form 
the Government was valid in 
law or not.” 

“Since it may consume sub-
stantial time and the inal deci-
sion cannot be given immediate-
ly, we deem it proper that loor 
test to ascertain the majority of 
one or the other group is con-
ducted immediately and with-
out any delay,” the order said. 

The order also took on re-
cord the May 16 letter of the 
Governor inviting Yeddyurappa 
to form government by giving 
him 15 days to prove majority 
on the loor of the House.

However, the bench said 
“having regard to all the circum-
stances of this case, we are of 
the view that such a loor test be 
conducted tomorrow itself, that 
is on May 19, 2018.” 

Before concluding, the bench 
granted six weeks’ time to the 
BJP and its leaders to ile count-
er af idavit and, thereafter, the 
petitioners on behalf of Con-
gress-JD(S) combine will ile re-
joinder af idavit in four weeks.

SC provides roadmap for loor test in Karnataka
contd from pg01
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In another accident along the Man-
gan-Singtam highway, a Bolero fell 

200 feet from the road at Aapdara near 

Dikchu in East Sikkim Thursday eve-
ning. The driver of the vehicle sustained 
injuries and is currently undergoing 
treatment. The vehicle was reportedly 
coming down from North Sikkim.

Another road mishap along 
Mangan-Singtam highway 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 18 M :

A group of 70 stu-
dents from Madhya 

Pradesh called on Gov-
ernor Shriniwas Patil at 
Raj Bhavan today. The 
students are currently 
on a two-day visit to Sik-
kim as part of Maa Tujhe 
Pranam scheme initiat-
ed by Youth and Welfare 
Department of Madhya 
Pradesh Government, a 

press communiqué from 
Raj Bhawan informs. 

The group comprised 
of meritorious students 
who have excelled in ac-
ademics, sports and were 
accompanied by Com-
mandant, Indo-Tibetan 
Border Police Gangtok, 
Angad Prasad Yadav and 
of icers of Youth and 
Welfare Department, 
Government of Madhya 
Pradesh.

Maa Tujhe Pranam is 
an initiative of Madhya 
Pradesh Government to 
motivate youth to join 
Defence Forces by con-
ducting visits to Pakistan 
and China borders. 

Mr Patil lauded the 
Government of Madhya 
Pradesh for initiating the 
innovative programme. 
He wished them luck for 
the tour and their future 
endeavours.

Students from Madhya 
Pradesh call on Governor 

SUMMIT REPORT
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In order to revive the 
old glory of Kalimpong 

Arts and Crafts, Mani 
Trust has taken the ini-
tiative under the Pahal 
of Employment oppor-
tunity for sustainability 
livelihood. Mani Trust in 
collaboration with West 
Bengal Khadi and Vil-
lage Industries Board is 
opening Kalimpong Kraft 
training centers in differ-
ent parts of the Hills.

Till now, 17 such cen-
ters have been inaugu-
rated in Darjeeling Hills. 
The 18th center was in-
augurated at Kagay un-
der Algarah Block today.

In order to make 
women self-dependent 
and inancially inde-
pendent, the Kalimpong 
Kraft Training Center 
was inaugurated today in 
the presence of Chairper-

son of Mani Trust, Sub-
ash M Singh.

The chief guest of 
the program was board 
member of West Bengal 
Khadi and Village Indus-
tries Board, Sarada Rai 
Subba along with Jyoti 
Karki and others

In such centres, lo-
cal women will be given 
training on handloom 
by a specialist teacher 
who will teach 40 train-

ees. The women will also 
be given a stipend of Rs 
3000 per month for three 
months.

Subhash Mani Singh, 
in his address, said that 
the goal of the institution 
is that every rural wom-
an becomes self-depen-
dent. This can be possi-
ble through handicrafts, 
he said.

Mani Trust is estab-
lishing Kalimpong Kraft 

Center in the Hills also to 
revive the old glory of Ka-
limpong arts and crafts, 
said Mr Singh. Within 
two years, in the Dar-
jeeling hill area, around 
2000 women will be 
trained, he added.

Once fully trained 
in designing and handi-
crafts, all the women will 
be brought together in 
a production centre, he 
further added.

Kalimpong Kraft Training center 
inaugurated at Kagay
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Reporting, Not 
Repeating

Not just rights, we also need 
more professionalism

The Right to Free Speech, like any other freedom, 
needs pause where someone else’s space begins; 

quite like how the right to swing one’s arms ends the 
moment someone’s nose comes in the way. When it 
comes to speech, the volume needs to be turned down 
when someone else’s eardrums begin hurting. Ditto 
for the freedom of expression enjoyed by newspapers, 
the right to write enters the domain of solid research 
and defendable evidence the moment someone’s rep-
utation is being blemished. Since one cannot really 
go ahead and start telling people to shut up or stop 
writing, a civilized way to handle the situation would 
be to clarify to those with a weakness for public out-
pourings that free speech does not come bundled with 
the right to be believed. For that one has to work much 
harder on the supporting arguments.

In Sikkim, the public domain which used to earlier 
be dominated by newspapers is now increasingly oc-
cupied by SocialMedia. The medium is not a worry so 
long as the information is pucca and provided news 
and opinion are clearly segregated. But now we are di-
gressing into a journalism class, which is not what this 
is about. Returning to topic, a press release to publica-
tions and Facebook pages starved for news and driven 
by urgency, guarantees reportage. No problems thus 
far, these are after all mediums for sharing informa-
tion and opinions held by organizations, political par-
ties and even individuals. The problem starts when the 
fourth estate starts presenting news culled from press 
releases as reportage prepared from independent in-
vestigation. Here the reader tends to get misled. When 
claims by affected parties or involved agencies start 
getting presented as independent reportage, readers 
are led to believe that the information has been ver-
i ied by unbiased reporters and are not just mischie-
vous speculations and allegations. When these lines 
get blurred, a lot of mischief can be played.

News media is expected not to slip in comment 
into news-reports and when reports start getting ed-
itorialized, they start confusing readers even more. 
When that happens, we, as newspaper people, end up 
defeating the very reason we are in business – to pro-
vide a clear picture of how events unfolded, opinions 
were expressed and drama played out. It is not just the 
readers who end up confused, even journalists, be-
cause they become part of the story themselves, lose 
focus and appropriate ‘angles’ to foist their individual 
beliefs, reaching a nadir from where the larger picture 
is no longer visible.

The demand on newspapers to work harder on 
their research and legwork is more ampli ied nowa-
days than ever before because there are too many voic-
es in the air, too many claims and allegations, too much 
conscious ignoring of facts… News media because it is 
essentially in the business of reporting and not just 
repeating, has been shouldered an enormous work-
load even if it just reports all sides, and leshes out all 
required details. And we are not even talking investi-
gative reporting here, just background research and 
crosschecking. We also need to recognize that people 
can connect the dots, and as much as their observa-
tion will expose empty rhetoric of politicians and see 
through the disguises to notice the politics, it will also 
recognize shoddy reporting. Politicians don’t seem to 
care much for such public exposure, but those in the 
business of news cannot afford such shaming, because 
their survival depends on accuracy and reliability.

WRITE US: Readers are invited to 
comment on, criticise, run down, even 
appreciate if they like something in this 
paper. Letters carrying abusive/ inde-
corous language and personal attacks, 
except when against people respon-
sible in this newspaper (who are fair 
game), will have to be ignored. Letters 
which carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command imme-
diate attention and receive prominence.  
Mail us at: letters@summittimes.com

CHARLES BURTON
theconversation.com

The recent unprecedented, high-level U.S. delega-
tion to Beijing has left China highly dissatis ied.
The group included U.S. Treasury Secretary 

Steve Mnuchin and America’s toughest China crit-
ics, including Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross, 
U.S. Trade Representative Robert Lighthizer and 
presidential trade adviser Peter Navarro.

In the weeks after the trip, reports emerged 
about a “screaming match” between Navarro, a 
hardline protectionist where China’s concerned, 
and Mnunchin, who met one-on-one with his Chi-
nese counterpart, angering Navarro.

But regardless of tensions among American of i-
cials, the United States wants to see active measures 
from China to unconditionally reduce America’s 
US$375 billion annual trade 
de icit by US$100 billion this 
coming year, and another 
US$100 billion the year af-
ter. If not, the U.S. says it will 
impose tariffs on a total of 
US$150 billion in Chinese im-
ports.

In March, Lighthizer’s of-
ice produced a detailed 182-

page document with 1,139 
footnotes and ive appendi-
ces detailing China’s unfair 
trade practices in the areas of 
technology transfer, intellec-
tual property and innovation.

In response, China has 
offered dialogue and hazy 
promises of further opening 
of the country’s automotive 
and inancial sectors and 
tightening protections for intellectual property and 
proprietary manufacturing processes.

GUESS WHO’S NOT COMING TO DINNER?
There was no banquet hosted for the Americans by 
Xi Jinping, a sign of how unhappy the Chinese presi-
dent is with the U.S. demands. Those demands were 
denigrated politely in person and ridiculed in print. 

A recent China Daily opinion piece penned by a 
Yale professor concluded that “the USTR case is an 
embarrassing symptom of a scapegoat mentality 
that has turned the U.S. into a country of whiners.”

The delegation, Navarro in particular, will not 
take kindly to this kind of thing. China may not 
fully appreciate that its conventional diplomatic 
countermeasures are unlikely to be effective with 
Trump’s team in the end.

The main challenge with U.S.-China negotia-
tions is that the Chinese have no viable demands 
to make of the Americans in exchange for Chinese 
concessions. So the Chinese government’s asser-
tion that “the dialogue must be held on an equal 
footing” and “will hardly work if the U.S. persists 
in pressing China to accept its conditions” does not 

bode well for success.
As the Xinhua of icial news agency put it, China 

also requires that “the U.S. delegation has to come 
with sincerity.” As a onetime counsellor in the Canadi-
an embassy in Beijing, I know that phrase — it’s stan-
dard Chinese code that demands foreigners humbly 
agree to whatever China offers. But by the Chinese 
de inition, “sincerity” will not be characteristic of the 
U.S. approach this time because the Americans view 
the requirement as a diplomatic trap.

The current U.S. team believes a lack of princi-
pled determination in negotiations with China is the 
weakness that resulted in the failure of past adminis-
trations to capitalize on American interests in China.

PAST CHINESE TECHNIQUES WON’T WORK
China’s tried-and-true techniques for putting off 
foreign delegations seeking to persuade the Chi-
nese to comply with the fair trade principles of the 

World Trade Organization and international con-
vention are not likely to go very far this time.

Ross indicated in an interview that the trade 
de icit is “too big, too continuing, too chronic and 
too inspired by evil practices.” A Global Times ed-
itorial opines that “China won’t abandon its prin-
ciples despite pressure.” But the U.S. delegation’s 
ascription of “evil” to Chinese practices leaves little 
room for compromise.

During a meeting hosted by President Donald 
Trump with governors and members of Congress 
whose constituencies are likely to be hit particular-
ly hard by a trade war, Lighthizer commented: “It 
is not my objective to change the Chinese system.” 
But it’s increasingly evident that’s exactly what the 
U.S. is demanding.

The U.S. has tied their demands to concerns 
about cyber-espionage and argues that Chinese 
telecommunications giants Huawei and ZTE, acting 
as agents of the Chinese state, threaten the national 
security of the United States, including by violating 
sanctions against Iran and North Korea.

That’s why Trump’s recent tweet about ZTE has 

confounded the president’s friends and foes alike.
Whatever the president’s playing at, of icials 

in his administration are also concerned that 
China’s “Made in China 2025” policy — aimed at 
achieving global domination of 10 next-genera-
tion industries including biotech, aerospace, arti-
icial intelligence and robotics — will be built on 

purloined U.S. technology.
To this end, the U.S. is considering enacting mea-

sures to deny Chinese scholars and graduate students 
access to U.S. labs engaged in cutting-edge research in 
areas with military and advanced technologies.

SEEKING FUNDAMENTAL TRANSFORMATION
The American delegation that travelled to China 
in early May was ostensibly negotiating trade, but 
ultimately what the U.S. wants from China is a fun-
damental transformation to the way the Chinese 
engage internationally.

This extends to all bilat-
eral and multilateral obliga-
tions as far-reaching as im-
plementing United Nations 
Security Council resolutions 
to bringing North Korea to 
heel and complying with the 
UN Convention on Law of 
the Sea, which requires the 
Chinese to acknowledge that 
their land reclamation in the 
South China Sea is illegal.

Essentially, the U.S. re-
gards the common principles 
that sustain global order and 
peaceful relations among 
nations as good, and China’s 
launting of them as evil.

China’s move to establish 
its own new global order — 
“the community of the com-

mon destiny of humankind” —is based on its deeply 
held conviction that the U.S. is in rapid decline as a 
global power.

China’s intention is to “resume its rightful 
place” as the leader of global civilization, inally re-
dressing its deep humiliation at the hands of West-
ern and Japanese imperialism in the 19th century.

Under Trump, however, the U.S. seeks to stymie 
Xi Jinping’s enactment of this meta-plan for global 
domination.

Of course, there are alternative readings of 
Chinese history and culture that support a liberal 
democratic alternative path for Chinese develop-
ment. Remaking the Chinese Communist Party 
state paradigm will not come easily.

The U.S. trade mission failed, allowing no space 
for future compromise. What follows will likely be 
much more than a simple trade war.

[the writer is Associate Professor of Po-
litical Science, Brock University]

IAN OLVER
theconversation.com

So you’ve been through cancer 
treatment and your doctor has 

called you in for “some good news”. 
Satis ied, she tells you your cancer is 
“in remission.”

What does this mean? Are you 
cured? Is the cancer gone forev-
er? And what about all those sto-
ries you’ve heard of someone who 
thought they’d “won the battle” – but 
then their cancer came back?

DETECTING CANCER
Your cancer is in complete remis-
sion when, after treatment, no cancer 
can be detected. The term “cure” can 
only be used in hindsight. Commonly, 
years after the cancer has gone into 
remission, if it has not returned (or 
relapsed), it is said to have been cured.

However, a secondary cancer 
could occur if the same conditions 
that triggered the irst are present.

When a cancer can no longer be 
detected, it’s cured only if the treat-
ment has killed every cancer cell. But 
it’s dif icult to know if that’s the case 
due to our inability to detect small 
amounts of cancer.

A skilled specialist may be able to 
feel a breast lump that is half-a-centi-
metre wide. A plain chest X-ray can be 
expected to detect cancers from 1cm 
wide. And a CT scan will detect small-
er cancers to a few millimetres.

But a cancer 1cm across on a scan 
has about 100 million cancer cells; 
even a 0.5cm cancer has about 10 mil-
lion cells. A 1mm cancer, which would 
not show up on scans, has 100,000 
cancer cells.

So, even when a cancer can no lon-

ger be seen and is no longer causing 
symptoms, there can still be millions 
of cells remaining. They can keep 
growing and eventually the cancer 
will be large enough to be detected 
again. That’s when the cancer is said 
to have relapsed. 

Some cancers, like testicular can-
cer, produce proteins (alpha FP and 
Beta HCG) that can be measured in 
blood. Measuring these is more ac-
curate than scans in detecting small 
amounts of cancer.

Better still, chronic myeloid leu-
kaemia (CML) – a rare form of leu-
kaemia – has a characteristic genetic 
abnormality, which a very sensitive 
blood test can detect. This is helpful in 
determining whether a treatment has 
eradicated microscopic disease. The 
holy grail would be to develop such 
sensitive blood tests for every cancer.

ADDITIONAL THERAPIES
Because we can’t tell whether remis-
sion means cure for most cancers, 
treatment strategies have been de-
vised to increase the likelihood of 
cure. If a cancer is being treated with 
chemotherapy and becomes unde-
tectable, further courses will be given 
to continue to reduce the remaining 
microscopic disease.

Some cancers, like breast and 
bowel cancer, where there is no vis-
ible disease after surgery, are given 
additional treatment in case some 
cells are still present near the opera-
tion site or have spread more widely 
through the bloodstream. Radiother-
apy is given after the cancer has been 
removed by surgery to kill any re-
maining cells in the breast.

When it comes to brain cancer, it’s 

dif icult to know if it has been com-
pletely cleared. The extent of surgery 
is limited because of the damage to 
normal tissues and function, and we 
don’t have very effective therapies to 
follow up the surgery. This is why it’s 
so dif icult to cure.

Chemotherapy, hormone therapy 
(for breast cancer) or both are given 
to kill any cells that might have es-
caped to more distant sites. Although 
we can’t see the cancer shrinking 
with the additional (adjunct) treat-
ment, we know from trials comparing 
patients who receive additional treat-
ment with those who do not that the 
additional treatment results in more 
patients being cured.

It is common to use multiple types 
of treatment – surgery, radiothera-
py or drug therapy – to improve the 
chances of a cure.

Chemotherapy may not be able to 
kill all of a cancer because it kills cells 
only when they are dividing, which 
means resting cells escape. Only a 
percentage of cells are dividing at any 
one time. In cancer that percentage is 
higher than in most normal tissues, 
so cancer suffers more damage than 
normal tissues with chemotherapy. 
Multiple doses might catch the rest-
ing cells when they begin to divide.

Another problem is that, after ini-
tially shrinking some of the cancer, 
some cells are found to be resistant, 
or become resistant, to the chemo-
therapy and are left untreated. Drug 
combinations are given as cells resis-
tant to one drug might be susceptible 
to another.

FIVE-YEAR OUTCOMES
It’s common when reporting cancer 

outcomes to compare the ive-year 
survival rate, which is the percent-
age of patients who survive ive years 
after diagnosis. Five years is a conve-
nient interval at which everyone can 
collect statistics so comparisons can 
be made between cancers – or the 
outcomes of cancers between treat-
ment centres, states or countries.

As it happens, with many cancers 
in remission, to have survived ive 
years does mean they are probably 
cured. But there are differences for 
different cancer types.

A person diagnosed with an ag-
gressive lymphoma whose cancer 
achieves remission is most likely to 
have been cured if the cancer has not 
returned in two years. This is because 
any residual lymphoma would be ex-
pected to regrow rapidly.

The opposite is the case for breast 
cancer. Although the chance of relapse 
after complete remission is greatest in 
the irst two years and becomes small-
er over time, and the ive-year survival 
rate is 90%, relapses have been re-
corded up to 20 years later.

It is important to note, though, 
that survival rates have greatly im-
proved over time and are always im-
proving. In the 1970s, only one can-
cer patient in three made it through 
the irst ive years after diagnosis. 
Today, this igure is around 70%, and 
exceeds 85% for some cancers that 
were previously fatal.

So, remission might mean cure 
but we only know that over time.

[the writer is Director, University of 
South Australia Cancer Research in-

stitute, University of South Australia]

My cancer is in remission – does 
this mean I’m cured?

The China-U.S. con lict is about 
much more than trade
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I , M  18 (PTI): 
A Congress delegation 
in Manipur today staked 
claim to form govern-
ment in the state, Kh 
Jaikishan Singh, the 
spokesperson of the par-
ty’s state unit, said.

The move comes 
following the political 
upheaval in Karnataka 
where the Congress-JD(S) 
combine protested gainst 
Governor Vajubhai Vala’s 
decision to invite BJP’s 
BS Yeddyurappa to form 
the government.

Nine leaders of Con-
gress Legislature Party 
(CLP), led by the Oppo-
sition Leader in Manipur 

Assembly and former 
chief minister Okram 
Ibobi Singh, met Act-
ing Governor Jagdish 
Mukhi at Raj Bhavan here 
around noon and staked 
claim to form govern-
ment, Singh said. 

The Congress had 
bagged 28 seats in the 
60-member House in 
the 2017 Assembly polls 
and emerged as the sin-
gle-largest party. 

The BJP, which se-
cured 21 seats, had 
joined hands with re-
gional parties and Gover-
nor Najma Heptulla had 
invited the coalition to 
form the government.

K , M  18 (PTI): 
The Nagaland Board of 
School Education (NBSE) 
has declared the results for 
Class X and Class XII exam-
ination results for 2018.

NBSE conducted the 
High School Leaving 
Certi icate Examination 
(HSLC) and Higher Sec-
ondary School Leaving 
Certi icate Examination 
(HSSLC) in March-April 
this year with 36,996 
students appearing in 
the examinations, said 
a noti ication issued by 
NBSE Chairperson Asano 
Sekhose here today.

In HSLC, out of the 
21,715 students, 14,335 
cleared the exam with pass 
percentage to 66.01 per 
cent, a decrease of 4.18 per 
cent over last years pass 
percentage of 70.19.

Female candidate, Vi-
votsonuo Sorhie of Mezhr 
Higher Secondary School, 
Kohima, took the top po-
sition scoring 590 marks 
with 98.33 per cent.

Sherry Jindal of Holy 
Cross HSS,Dimapur and 
Raj Paul of Pranab Vidy-
apith HSS, Dimapur, 
stood second with a to-
tal of 587 marks at 97.83 
per cent.

Leishembi Ng Lyting 
of Mezhr HSS, Kohima, 
stood third with total 
marks of 585 (97.50%) 
among the 20 toppers in 
Class X examinations.

In HSLC, out of 
the 233 government 
schools, 27 had zero 
pass percentage while 
among the 412 private 
schools, only 5 recorded 
nil pass percentage.

Altogether, 11 gov-
ernment schools have 
produced cent percent 
pass percentage with 
four of the schools having 
more than 10 students.

Out of the 37 students 
standing in the top 20 
lists for the matriculation 
exam, the highest achiev-
ers are from Mezhr Higher 
Secondary School Kohima 
with a total of 9 toppers.

In the Class XII, HSSLC 
Arts stream, 11,339 ap-
peared in the examination 
with 8,325 clearing it. The 
pass percentage stood at 
73.42, a decrease of 3.86 
over last years 77.28 per 
cent. Benrithung L Jungio, 
with a total of 457 marks 
(91.40%) from Don Bos-
co HSS Wokha topped the 
stream.

In Commerce stream, 
1,360 candidates sat for 
the examination while 
1,003 passed with a pass 
percentage of 73.75 per 
cent, an increase of 2.83 
per cent compared to last 
years 70.92 per cent.

Marina Yashmin with 
486 total marks at 97.20 
per cent from Pranab 
Vidyapith HSS, Dimapur 
stood at the top.

In HSSLC Science 
stream, 2,582 appeared 
the exams while 2,179 
of them clearing it with 
pass percentage of 84.39 
per cent, a decrease of 
2.55 per cent.

The topper of science 
stream went to Virienuo 
Emilia Solo of Kohima 
Science College, Jotsoma 
with 458 total marks at 
91.60 per cent.

Ramalingam 
Sudhakar 
sworn-in as 
Chief Justice of 
Manipur HC
I , M  18 (PTI): 
Justice Ramalingam Sud-
hakar was today sworn-in 
as the Chief Justice of the 
High Court of Manipur, an 
of icial said.

The Acting Governor 
of Manipur Jagdish Mukhi 
administered the oath of 
of ice to Justice Ramal-
ingam Sudhakar at Raj 
Bhavan here, Deputy Sec-
retary of Governor’s Sec-
retariat S Pritamkumar 
Singh told PTI.

The ceremony was at-
tended by Manipur Chief 
Minister N Biren Singh.

Deputy chief minister, 
ministers, MLAs, leaders 
of opposition parties, high 
court of icials, high rank-
ing civil, police and mili-
tary of icials attended the 
ceremony, Singh added.

Manipur Cong meets 
acting guv, stakes 
claim to form govt

Nagaland Board declares 
Class X, XII results

Four killed in landslides 
in West Tripura

A , M  18 (PTI): Four persons, including 
three of a family, died due to landslides when they 
were asleep in West Tripura today, District SP Ajit 
Pratap Singh said.

Three persons of a family -- Shaniram Debbarma 
(40), his wife Amitbala (35) and their three-year-old 
son Abhi died in Subal Singh Para when debris fell on 
them at around 5.30 am today, while another eight-
year-old boy belonging to the same family was injured 
and is being treated at a local hospital, Singh said.

In another incident, a man, identi ied as Malendra 
Debbarma (65), also died around the same time at 
Kambukcherra of the same district.

The two places are located about 35 kms from 
state capital Agartala and 10 kms from Khowai town.

SP of Khowai district, Krishnendu Chakravertty 
said, both the places are adjacent to Khowai district 
and the district police joined the rescue operation im-
mediately after the incident.

Both the houses were in the foothills and in both 
cases, they were buried under the debris as big chunks 
fell on them due to incessant rains in the last couple of 
days, Chakravertty told PTI.

He said, postmortem report said they died of suf-
focation.

Chief Minister Biplab Kumar Deb visited the spots 
and expressed his condolences.

This is a tragic incident. Union Home Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh also expressed his deep sorrow 
at the two tragic incidents. He also assured to pay 
compensation to the family due to the landslide, 
Deb told reporters.

Saturday’s Karbi 
Anglong bandh 
withdrawn
G , M  18 
(PTI): Two organisations 
today withdrew the call 
for tomorrow’s 24-hour 
Karbi Anglong bandh 
during hearing of a PIL 
in Gauhati High Court 
against the bandh.

The Sixth Schedule 
Implementation Commit-
tee and the United Karbi 
Students Association have 
called the bandh in pro-
test against certain inac-
tion on the part of Karbi 
Anglong Autonomous Dis-
trict Council, the petition-
er informed the court.

Asomiya Yuba Manch’s 
secretary Jitul Deka today 
iled the PIL in the court 

of Chief Justice Ajit Singh 
and Justice Suman Shyam 
seeking remedies against 
the shutdown saying the 
bandh call was illegal.

It is violation of the 
law laid down by the Su-
preme Court and Gauhati 
High Court, the petitioner 
submitted.

The respondents had 
called an inde inite bandh 
from April 26 last year 
and called it off three 
days later and the people 
of Karbi Anglong had suf-
fered immensely during 
that period, he said.

The two respondents 
had called a bandh again 
from 5 am of July 6, 2017 to 
5 pm of July 7, 2017, he said.

The counsel appear-
ing for the respondents 
then submitted before the 
court that they are with-
drawing the bandh.

K , M  18 (PTI): The 
ruling Trinamool Congress is 
heading for a massive victory in 
West Bengal rural polls bagging 
more than 80 per cent of the 
seats in the three-tier panchayat 
election, while the BJP emerged 
a distant second, according to 
the results declared till 10 am.

State Election Commission 
(SEC) sources said of the 622 
zilla parishad seats in which 
elections were held, the TMC 
won 522 seats and is leading in 
50 seats.

The BJP won 20 zilla par-
ishad seats and is leading in 
three others, they said.

The saffron party bagged 
zilla parishad seats in Purulia 
(eight), Malda (six), Jhargram 
(three), Nadia (two) and North 
Dinajpur (one) districts.

The Congress has won two 
zilla parishad seats in Malda 
district and is leading in two 
other seats. The CPI(M) is yet 
to open its account in zilla par-
ishad but is leading in one seat. 
Independents have won two 
seats, SEC sources said.

The TMC continued to 
maintain its dominance in zil-
la parishads with a complete 

sweep in 10 districts.
The ruling party had a clean 

sweep in Jalpaiguri, South Di-
najpur, Murshidabad, South 24 
Parganas, North 24 Parganas, 
Hooghly, East Midnapore, West 
Midnapore, East Burdwan and 
West Burdwan districts.

The counting of votes 
which began at 8 am yesterday 
is still on.

With the rural polls being 
the last major election in the 
state before the Lok Sabha 
elections next year, a jubilant 
TMC said the result would 
boost the party.

The BJP said the result in 
the panchayat polls, which 
saw its emergence as the main 

challenger to the ruling TMC in 
Bengal, would act as a morale 
booster for the party’s rank 
and ile.

The Trinamool Congress 
outraced others in panchayat 
samiti seats too by winning 
4,900 of them so far and lead-
ing in another 58 seats. The 
BJP won 740 seats and is lead-
ing in 12.

The CPI(M) won 108 pan-
chayat samiti seats and is lead-
ing in two, while the Congress 
won 130 seats and is leading in 
one, SEC sources said, ad ding 
Independents have won 111 
panchayat samiti seats.

The TMC also continued 
to maintain its dominance in 

gram panchayats, the lowest 
level of the three-tier pancha-
yat system by winning 21,067 
seats and ahead in another 57 
seats, for which counting was 
in progress.

The BJP has won 5,737 
seats and is leading in 15 seats, 
SEC sources said.

According to a senior state 
BJP leader, it was the irst time 
in last 10 years that the party 
had been elected to the gram 
panchayat level in every dis-
trict of the state.

The CPI(M) slipped to the 
third position from the second 
place it had occupied in the last 
panchayat polls in 2013. It won 
1,479 gram panchayat seats 
and is ahead in another four, 
the sources said.

The Congress is at fourth 
position by winning 1,057 
seats and leading in four - a 
score lower than that of in-
dependents, who won 1,827 
gram panchayat seats and are 
leading in 18 seats.

The panchayat poll was 
held in 622 zilla parishad, 
6,123 panchayat samiti and 
31,802 gram panchayat seats 
in 20 West Bengal districts on 

May 14.
Of the total 48,650 seats 

in gram panchayats, 16,814 
went uncontested. There was 
also no contest for 3,059 of the 
9,217 panchayat samiti seats 
and in 203 of the 825 zilla par-
ishad seats.

“Despite so much violence, 
we have won more than 5,000 
seats in gram panchayat. Had 
the elections been free and 
fair, we would have won 50 
per cent seats at all the three 
levels of the panchayat,” state 
BJP general secretary Sayantan 
Basu said.

Widespread violence 
during the polls claimed at least 
12 lives and left 43 injured.

While the CPI(M) and the 
Congress dubbed the election 
a “farce”, the ruling TMC, on 
the other hand, said the people 
of West Bengal had voted in fa-
vour of development ushered 
in by Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee.

“People have voted in fa-
vour of development and have 
defeated the forces who were 
spreading canards against our 
state,” TMC secretary-general 
Partha Chatterjee said.

Bengal rural polls: TMC heading for massive victory

T , 
M  18 (PTI): Kerala 
Tourism has bagged the 
‘Best Destination for Fam-
ilies’ award through an 
online poll conducted by 
Lonely Planet Magazine 
India Travel Award 2018.

Director of Kerala 
Tourism, P Bala Kiran 
received the prestigious 
award at a function at 
Mumbai today.

Kerala Tourism had 
won the award for ‘Best 
Destination for Romance’ 
for Munnar by Lonely Plan-
et Magazine India Travel 
Award last year, a govern-
ment press release said.

This is the latest in 
the bunch of prominent 
awards that Kerala Tour-
ism has been winning.

The consecutive 
award wins demonstrate 
the growing popularity 
of the state as the most 
sought-after destination 
across the globe.

Rightfully, Kerala 
has become the tourism 
trendsetter in India.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Bala Kiran said 

Kerala has something to 
offer from every genera-
tion of travellers, which 
makes the state best des-
tination for families.

Stressing on the con-
cept of ‘Best Family Des-
tination,’ Kerala Tourism 
has launched ‘Come Out 
and Play’ campaign that 
emphasises on the prom-
inence of the state being 
the most preferred fam-
ily destination, a press 
release said.

“Additionally, the 
Tourism Department has 
been offering experiential 
water and action-based 
activities for the tour-
ists. Subsequently, Kera-
la is hopeful to drive the 
growth of tourist arrivals 
during monsoon season 
this year,” he added.

Over the years, the 
state has witnessed tre-
mendous growth in tour-
ist arrivals.

More than expec-
tations, an increase of 
11.39 per cent has been 
recorded in domestic 
tourist arrivals to Kerala 
in 2017, compared to the 

previous year.
Foreign tourist ar-

rivals have increased 
by 5.15 per cent during 
the period. The Tourism 
Department has set an 
ambitious target of in-
creasing domestic tourist 
arrivals by 50 per cent by 
the year 2021 and dou-
bling the foreign tourists 
by this period.

Lonely Planet Maga-
zine India Travel Award 
2018 recognises the best 
national and internation-
al travel destinations.

Out of a wide range of 
categories, travellers get 
to choose the best desti-
nation across the globe 
based on their travel ex-
periences.

An Industry expert 
panel nominated a couple 
of destinations across the 
country for various cate-
gories such as romance, 
culture, adventure, food 
and drink, and wildlife, on 
the basis of certain indus-
try parameters.

Winners were chosen 
by an online-based read-
ers’ survey.

Kerala gets ‘Best Destination 
for Families’ award

Cong stakes claim to form govt 
in Goa, submits letter to Guv

P , M  18 (PTI): The Congress today sought 
adoption of the Karnataka example in Goa and staked 
claim to form government in the state, being the sin-
gle largest party in the Legislative Assembly.

The Congress Legislative Party, led by Chandra-
kant Kavlekar, met Governor Mridula Sinha at Raj 
Bhavan here around noon and submitted a letter 
seeking an invite to form the government.

The party said it can prove its majority within sev-
en days of swearing-in of its chief minister.

Thirteen of the 16 Congress legislators were pres-
ent during the meeting with the governor as two of 
them are currently out of Goa, while another one is 
hospitalised.

AICC secretary A Chellakumar and Goa Pradesh 
Congress Committee (GPCC) chief Girish Chodankar 
were also present during the meeting.

“We undertake to prove the majority on the loor 
of the House within seven days of swearing in. Kindly 
initiate the process of inviting us to form the govern-
ment at the earliest,” Kavlekar said in the letter sub-
mitted to Sinha.

The Congress attached a copy of the letter it had 
written to the governor on March 12, 2017, in which 
they had staked claim to form the government after 
the results of Goa Assembly polls.

In the Assembly elections held in February 
last year, the Congress had bagged 17 seats in the 
40-member House, falling short of the majority igure 
by four seats.

G , 18 M  (IPR): 
The two-day workshop 
on Continuing Profession-
al Development (CPD) of 
Staff of Child Care Insti-
tution of Sikkim kicked 
off at Janta Bhawan to-
day. The workshop is be-
ing organized by Sikkim 
Commission for Protec-
tion of Child Rights (SCP-
CR) in collaboration with 
National Commission for 
Protection of Child Rights 
(NCPCR). 

The Chairperson of 
SCPCR, Dikila Bhutia 
chaired the inaugural 
function which had the 
presence of Additional 
Secretary cum Member 
of SCPCR, Dushyant Pari-
yar, of icial of SCPCR.

Addressing the inau-
gural session, Chairper-
son of SCPCR, Ms Bhut-
ia said, “These kinds of 
workshops are the need 
of the hour. It is an un-
disputed fact that child 
abuse is one of the most 
neglected social problems 
faced by our society.  It is 
because of this neglect 
that child abuse incidents 
are increasing in our 
state. It needs to be noted 
that these problems have 
multiple dimensions to it 
because of which the so-
ciety has been unable to 

combat it. Child abuse not 
only leaves a profound 
impact on the victim but 
also on the society as a 
whole. The occurrence 
of such incidents can be 
reduced to a great ex-
tent if efforts are made to 
create awareness in the 
society. It is high time to 
discuss this matter and 
educational institutions 
can also organize sensi-
tization and awareness 
programmes for young 
children.”

The Chairperson also 
informed that SCPCR is 
continuously working to-
wards the protection and 
promotion of child rights 
in the state. It is there-
fore actively involved in 
monitoring the function 
of Child Care Institu-
tions (CCIs) and Juvenile 
Homes in the state. 

She further men-
tioned that the state 

2-day workshop for staff of Child 
Care Institutions begins

government has been 
continuously striving to-
wards all round security 
and safety of children in 
Sikkim through various 
governmental schemes 
and programmes.

“To end violence 
against children in our 
society, all the stakehold-
ers and civil society must 
work together to make 
our society free from 
abuse and violence. I 
hope that this workshop 
will help the staff of CCIs 
to develop their skills in 
dealing with children 
from various issues re-
lating to child abuse and 
overall development and 
safety of children,” the 
Chairperson added.

NCPCR member, 
Rupa Kapoor in her 
key note address spoke 
about various issues 
and importance of men-
tal health needs of chil-
dren. She cited various 
examples across the 
country wherein sui-
cides by young children 
and abuse on children 
and other such acts have 
highlighted the require-
ment of learning and 
developing one’s knowl-
edge and skill altogether.

She also highlighted 
about how children are 
being treated with love, 
care and affection to deal 
with such cases and the 
use of various techniques 
and activities to chan-
nelize the energy of the 
child in positive ways to 
bring about changes in 
them and for their over-
all development.

The two-day work-
shop will focus on Identi-
ication of Mental Health 

needs of children, Coun-
seling Skills in Special 
Situations-Children with 
Substance Abuse, Victims 

of Child Abuse and levels 
of Care, Counseling Skills 
in Special Situations-Sui-
cidal Behaviour, Deal-
ing with Children with 
Problematic Behaviour, 
Strategies for Promotion 
of Good Mental health 
and Well being among 
Institutionalized Chil-
dren and Adolescents, 
Mental Health and Well-
being –Care for Carers, 
Framework for Develop-
ing individual Care Plan, 
Referral criteria and is-
sue of Convergence and 
Prioritization and also 
to develop the skill of the 
staff of the CCIs across 
the state so that the chil-
dren develop in a healthy 
environment.

The Resource Persons 
of the two-day workshop 
are Dr. Nimesh G Desai 
[Director of Institute of 
Human Behaviour and 
Allied Sciences (IHBAS), 
Delhi], Dr. Amit Khan-
na [Associate Professor 
of IHBAS] and Shaista K 
Shah [STE, NCPC].   
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S JANAKIRAM
H , M  18 (PTI): 

Kolkata Knight Riders will have no margin 
for error when they take on hosts Sunris-

ers Hyderabad, who will fancy their chances 
despite coming off a defeat, in the Indian Pre-
mier League here tomorrow.

Currently occupying the top spot with 
nine wins from 13 matches, Sunrisers are 
coming into the game following a 14-run loss 
to Royal Challengers Bangalore in a high-scor-
ing match, but the home team can take con-
idence from their impressive showing in the 

season so far.
Two-time champions KKR are placed 

third in the standings with seven wins in 13 
outings, and the visitors will be going all out 
for a victory at the Rajiv Gandhi International 
Stadium, and inch closer to SRH and Chennai 
Super Kings.

After Sunrisers’ dismal performance 
against RCB with the ball, which has been one 
of their strong points this season, the hosts 
will be eager to correct the laws as they brace 
up to face another tough opposition.

Sunrisers are likely to ring in a couple 
of changes and pacer Basil Thampi, who 
yesterday bowled the most expensive four 
overs in the history of IPL, could be one of 
the axed players.

Thampi leaked 70 runs in his full quota 
of four overs, surpassing the previous record 
held by Ishant Sharma.

While the bowlers were taken to task 
by the likes of AB de Villiers and Moeen Ali 
in their last game, Sunrisers showed a lot of 
heart while batting, coming within touching 
distance of a famous win.

Aggregating over 600 runs this season, 
skipper Kane Williamson has led the side 
from the front, and he will look to do it again. 
The 81 off 42 balls against RCB was William-

son’s eighth ifty-plus score in IPL 2018.
Having missed out against RCB, opener 

Shikhar Dhawan will be keen to get a big one 
against the Knight Riders.

Manish Pandey, who blazed away to a half 
century against Virat Kohli’s bowlers, will 
look to continue in the same vein.

In bowling, pace spearhead Bhuvneshwar 
Kumar, who was not played in the last game, 

could be back alongside Rashid Khan, Sid-
darth Kaul and Shakib Al Hasan. 

As far as KKR is concerned, one player 
whose con idence will be sky high going into 
the match is Kuldeep Yadav, who starred with 
four wickets in the team’s comfortable win 
over Rajasthan Royals. 

The likes of Chris Lynn, Sunil Narine and 
skipper Dinesh Karthik will hold the key to 
KKR’s fortunes. 

Teams: 
Sunrisers Hyderabad: Kane Williamson 

(captain), Shikhar Dhawan, Manish Pandey, 
Bhuvneshwar Kumar, Wriddhiman Saha, Sid-
dharth Kaul, Deepak Hooda, Khaleel Ahmed, 
Sandeep Sharma, Yusuf Pathan, Shreevats 
Goswami, Ricky Bhui, Basil Thampi, T Na-
tarajan, Sachin Baby, Bipul Sharma, Mehdi 
Hasan, Tanmay Agarwal, Alex Hales, Carlos 
Brathwaite, Rashid Khan, Shakib Al Hasan, 
Mohammad Nabi and Chris Jordan.

Kolkata Knight Riders: Dinesh Karthik (c), 
Sunil Narine, Andre Russell, Chris Lynn, Rob-
in Uthappa, Kuldeep Yadav, Piyush Chawla, 
Nitish Rana, Prasidh Krishna, Shivam Mavi, 
Mitchell Johnson, Shubman Gill, R. Vinay Ku-
mar, Rinku Singh, Cameron Delport, Javon 
Searless, Apoorv Wankhade, Ishank Jaggi, 
Tom Curran.

Match starts at 4 pm.

AMIT KUMAR DAS
N  D , M  18 (PTI): 

India will be ielding a young team at 
the prestigious Thomas Cup Final, but 

B Sai Praneeth believes they have the 
irepower to not only reach the knockout 

stage, but also return with a medal.
India didn’t make it to the knockout 

stage in the last three editions. The last 
time they played the quarter inals was in 
2010 at Malaysia.

However, world no 18 Praneeth be-
lieves this young Indian team can break 
that jinx when it competes in the tourna-
ment at Bangkok, starting on Sunday.

“Competition is tough. All teams 
are tough. If we could have gone with 
a full strength team with Srikanth and 
Satwik-Chirag, we had a very good 
chance to winning Thomas Cup this time. 
But even now we have a good young 
team and we can come back with a med-
al, Praneeth told PTI.

India have been clubbed with Australia, 
France and heavyweights China in Group A.

“The draw is okay this time. We have 
China and France in our group and we 
have to win against France to make it to 
the quarter inals. Last two times we were 
seeded in 9/16, so we had to play two 
tough teams in the group but this time we 
are in top 8 so we got a better draw to qual-
ify for the quarter inal,” said Praneeth.

The 25-year-old from Hyderabad, 
who had clinched his maiden Super Se-
ries title at Singapore Open last year, said 
the team is focused on beating France on 
the opening day.

“So we have to surely beat France, they 
are not an easy team. Brice Leverdez and 
Lucas Corvee are good and we can’t take 
them for guaranteed. If we beat France we 
are through to quarter inal and then we 
can sit and strategies and if we get a good 
team such as Indonesia or Korea, we have 
good chance in singles,” he said.

World No 9 HS Prannoy, Sameer Ver-
ma and young Lakshya Sen will lead the 
challenge in the singles, while national 
champions doubles pair of Manu Attri and 
B Sumeeth Reddy and young combo Arjun 
MR and Ramchandran Shlok will have the 
responsibility of secure wins in doubles.

Praneeth said: “Prannoy has beaten 
Korea’s Son Wan Ho, Chinese Taipei’s 
Chou Tien Chen, so we have a good 
chance. But now the focus is to irst reach 
the quarter inals.

“We should win one doubles also. 
Manu and Sumeeth can win one of the 
match. They reached the semi inals at 
Australia, so their con idence is also 
high. Arjun and Shlok also did well, they 

can be a surprise element.” 
Praneeth said the focus would be on 

winning the singles as under pressure 
anything is possible.

“Any team, China or Malaysia or In-
donesia and Korea is equal to us since 
we have three good singles. If we can win 
the irst singles, we will have our chances 
because it is a team event there would be 
pressure and top players also can lose their 
matches, so anything can happen,” he said.

Praneeth, who reached the quarters 
and semi inals at New Zealand and Aus-
tralia Open in the last two weeks, said he 
is happy with his game.

“I am happy with my performance. I 
played well. I could have won the two tour-
naments. I had enough time to train this 
time so I could play two back to back tour-
naments. Game wise there was no prob-
lem. I could have won but I lost. I am okay, 
not worried about my game,” he said.

Talking about his schedule ahead, 
he said: “There will be one month break 
after Thomas Cup and then there will 
be Indonesia and Malaysia in June last 
week. Then we have the World champi-
onship and Asian Games.” 

BWF will hold its AGM to decide the 
changes in its rules, which includes in-
troducing a 11x5 point system and a new 
service rule.

Praneeth said whatever be the deci-
sion, shuttlers should be given enough 
time to get used to the new rules.

“Lets see how it goes. Everybody is 
prepared for the 11-point system but I 
hope people should have enough time to 
prepare for the format if they implement. 
Given the tough schedule, we will have 
no time to prepare for the new chance if 
they implement immediately,” he said.

“BWF tried the service rule in Ger-
man Open and All England. Now one um-
pire is giving fault, while other is not. So 
I don’t know what will happen. I guess 
there is a need to properly educate the 
umpires or at least have a challenge op-
tion for the players at crucial times like 
video referrel,” he signed off.

DINESH SHARMA
J , M  18 (PTI):

Weakened by the departure of 
Jos Buttler and Ben Stokes, 

Rajasthan Royals will have their 
task cut out when they lock horns 
with a resurgent Royal Challeng-
ers Bangalore, in the Indian Pre-
mier League here Saturday.

The game at the Sawai Mans-
ingh Stadium is crucial for both 
RR and RCB, placed ifth and sixth 
in the table respectively.

As the race for playoffs heats 
up, ive teams are in with a 
chance to make the cut.

Chennai Super Kings and 
Sunrisers Hyderabad are already 
through to the playoffs, leaving 
RR, RCB, Kings XI Punjab, Mum-
bai Indians and Kolkata Knight 
Riders to ight for the remaining 
two places.

Both Rajasthan Royals, who 
saw their batting mainstays But-
tler and Stokes leave for national 
duty, and Royal Challengers Ban-
galore will also have an eye on the 
net run rate, which could be deci-
sive if more than one team inish 
with equal number of points.

The momentum for now is 
with the visitors, whose cam-

paign witnessed a resurgence 
following a 14-run win over Sun-
risers Hyderabad last night.

Virat Kohli and his men have 
certain laws to iron out but they 
have the momentum, con idence 
and also the resources to prevail 
over the hosts. 

The visitors have a formidable 
batting line-up in Kohli, AB de Vil-
iers, Parthiv Patel, Manjeet Singh 
and also Moeen 
Ali, who was 
drafted into the 
scheme of things 
rather late but 
justi ied his inclu-
sion with impressive performanc-
es, the latest being his 34-ball 65 
against SRH.

RCB’s bowlers struggled to 
contain Kane Williamson and 
Manish Pandey, who added 135 
runs in 65 balls for the third 
wicket and almost saw the Sun-
risers home.

The likes of Umesh Yadav and 
Tim Southee, though, have the 
pace to trouble most batsmen 
and the spin department, led by 
Yuzvendra Chahal, provide vari-
ety to their attack.

With three consecutive vic-

tories against Delhi Daredevils, 
Kings XI Punjab and SRH under 
their belt, the visitors have the 
winning momentum with them.

On the other hand, Rajasthan 
Royals might take heart out of the 
fact that they are back on home 
turf and also because they had 
beaten RCB in their backyard ear-
lier in the tournament.

Besides Buttler and Stokes, 
team mentor 
Shane Warne will 
also not be there 
in the RR dugout.

The batting, 
in the absence of 

Buttler, who had hit ive consec-
utive ifties in his last six games, 
looks vulnerable because skipper 
Ajinkya Rahane has not been in 
the best of form. 

Uncharacteristically, Rahane has 
often thrown his wicket away while 
going for unconventional shots.

Sanju Samson has a 45-ball 
92 to his credit this IPL, but he 
too has not ired lately. The rest of 
the batsmen such as Rahul Trip-
athi, Stuart Binny, DJM Short and 
Jofra Archer have not lived up to 
the expectations.

The bowling too lacks depth 

with Archer being the only one 
who has made some impression. 
Jaydev Unadkat, Dhawal Kulkar-
ni and K Gowtham have proved 
ineffective.
Teams (from): 
Rajasthan Royals: Ajinkya Rahane 
(captain), Ben Stokes, Stuart Binny, 
Sanju Samson, Jos Buttler, Rahul 
Tripathi, D Arcy Short, Krishnap-
pa Gowtham, Jofra Archer, Dhawal 
Kulkarni, Jaydev Unadkat, Ankit 
Sharma, Anureet Singh, Shreyas 
Gopal, Prashant Chopra, Sudhesan 
Midhun, Ben Laughlin, Mahipal 
Lomror, Aryaman Birla, Jatin Sax-
ena, Dushmantha Chameera, Hein-
rich Klaasen, Ish Sodhi.
Royal Challengers Bangalore: Vi-
rat Kohli (captain), Quinton de 
Kock, Brendon McCullum, AB de 
Villiers, Sarfaraz Khan, Mandeep 
Singh, Chris Woakes, Washing-
ton Sundar, Kulwant Khejroliya, 
Umesh Yadav, Yuzvendra Chahal, 
Colin de Grandhomme, Moeen 
Ali, Manan Vohra, Aniket Choud-
hary, Navdeep Saini, Murugan 
Ashwin, Pawan Negi, Mohammed 
Siraj, Corey Anderson, Parthiv Pa-
tel, Aniruddha Joshi, Pavan Desh-
pande, Tim Southee. 

Match starts at 4 pm.

R , M  18 (AFP): Ra-
fael Nadal brushed aside 
Canadian teenager Denis 
Shapovalov with a 6-4, 
6-1 victory at the Italian 
Open as Novak Djokovic 
showed he is on the come-
back trail by reaching his 
irst quarter- inal of 2018.

The 31-year-old Nad-
al will face Italian Fabio 
Fognini in the last eight 
as he looks to retake the 
world number one rank-
ing from Roger Federer 
by winning an eighth 
Rome title this week.

Nadal has already 
won his 11th titles in 
Monte Carlo and Barce-
lona during the current 
clay-court season, but has 
lost in the quarter- inals 
in each of the last three 
years in Italy.

He was far too strong 
for Shapovalov yesterday, 
taking the opening set with 
a break in the seventh game 
before racing through the 
second to gain a measure 
of revenge for his shock de-
feat by the 19-year-old in 
Montreal last year.

“I think Rafa played 
incredible today,” said 
Shapovalov. “He’s been 
playing at a really high level 
for this whole clay season. 

So, you know, it’s credit to 
him. He was just simply 
too good today.” Top seed 
Nadal recorded his 20th 
clay-court win of the year 
while Shapovalov will at 
least have the consolation 
of becoming the Canadian 
number one on Monday.

“It was a solid match for 
me,” said Nadal. “I started 
with some mistakes on the 
return. But with my serve, I 
didn’t lose many points.

“At the beginning, I 
really think that he was 
serving big. I got the break 
in the 3-all. And then the 
match changed. He prob-
ably stopped to serve that 
big a little bit, and I was a 
little bit more relaxed.” 

The Spaniard will next 
take on Fognini, a player 
he holds a 10-3 record 

against including ive 
straight wins in their most 
recent matches.

Fognini got past Ger-
many’s Peter Gojowczyk 
6-4, 6-4.

Meanwhile, Djokovic 
moved into his irst quar-
ter- inal since Wimbledon 
last July when he defeated 
Spain’s Albert Ramos-Vi-
nolas 6-1, 7-5.

The four-time Rome 
champion is making his 
way back this year after a 
six-month injury absence 
before the Australian 
Open, which was followed 
by elbow surgery.

“It felt good,” said the 
12-time Grand Slam win-
ner. “I’ve historically al-
ways played well in Rome, 
and I feel like each match 
is getting better.” The 

30-year-old set up a clash 
with Japan’s Kei Nishikori 
for a semi- inal berth.

Germany’s Alexander 
Zverev, who beat Djokovic 
in last year’s inal, kept his 
title defence on track but 
needed eight match points 
to see off Briton Kyle Ed-
mund 7-5, 7-6 (13/11).

For Zverev it was an 
11th consecutive win af-
ter back-to-back title runs 
at Munich and Madrid.

The 21-year-old will 
play Belgian David Gof-
in who advanced when 

Argentine ifth seed Juan 
Martin del Potro retired 
while trailing 6-2, 4-5 with 
a groin injury.

 HALEP, SHARAPOVA 
ADVANCE  

In the women’s tour-
nament, Simona Halep 
boosted her bid to retain 
the world number one 
ranking as the top seed 
advanced to the quar-
ter- inals after American 
Madison Keys withdrew 
injured with a painful rib.

The Romanian, a inal-
ist in Rome last year, is on 
her way to holding on to 
top spot as she next plays 
France’s Caroline Garcia 
who dumped out US Open 
champion Sloane Stephens 

6-1, 7-6 (9/7).
Halep needed to reach 

at least the last eight and 
go further than world 
number two Caroline 
Wozniacki to retain the 
top ranking going into the 
French Open.

Dane Wozniacki was 
given a scare by Latvia’s 
Anastasija Sevastova be-
fore closing out the match 
6-2, 5-7, 6-3.

She next plays Esto-
nia’s Anett Kontaveit who 
defeated Venus Williams 
for the second time in a 
week.

Kontaveit, 22, won 
through 6-2, 7-6 (7/3) 
against the 37-year-old 
American who was seeded 
eighth in a tournament she 
won nearly two decades 
ago in 1999.

Three-time winner 
Maria Sharapova ousted 
Daria Gavrilova 6-3, 6-4 
and will play ifth seed 
and French Open champi-
on Jelena Ostapenko who 
saw off Britain’s Johanna 
Konta 2-6, 6-3, 6-4.

Defending champion 
Elina Svitolina of Ukraine 
fought back from a first 
set wipeout against 
Daria Kasatkina to win 
0-6, 6-3, 6-2.

Depleted RR face resurgent 
Royal Challengers

We can come back with medal 
from Thomas Cup: Praneeth

KKR take on formidable 
SRH in crucial game

Nadal eases past Shapovalov, Djokovic 
back challenging in Rome

M , M  18 (AFP): 
Philippine boxing legend 
Manny Pacquiao says the 
outcome of his July bout 
against Argentine Lucas 
Matthysse will likely de-
termine whether he will 
hang up his gloves after a 
storied career.

After a one-year hiatus 
from the ring, the 39-year-
old has started training 
two weeks earlier than 
usual to bring himself up 
to peak ighting condition.

“I am not saying it will 
be the last, but it will be 
the basis for (me) to think 
about (whether) to con-
tinue or not,” Pacquiao 
told AFP after training in 
Manila on Thursday.

“So I am trying my 
best and doing our best in 
the training in this ight to 
show if I can still do it or 
not,” he added.

Pacquiao has won 
world titles across an 
unprecedented eight dif-
ferent weight classes, but 
critics -- including Mat-
thysse, who is four years 

his junior -- question his 
ability to box at the top of 
his game due to his age.

The ighter, who won 38 
of his irst 47 professional 
ights by knockout, has not 

knocked out an opponent in 
nearly nine years.

The two will face off 
for the World Boxing As-
sociation welterweight 
belt on July 15 in Malaysia.

The ight comes a year 
since the southpaw lost his 
World Boxing Organiza-
tion welterweight crown 
in a shock points defeat to 
Australia’s Jeff Horn.

In contrast, Matthysse 
won the vacant WBA belt 
after beating Thailand’s 
Teerachai Sithmorseng in 
January.

“(Matthysse) is a very 
aggressive ighter. I am 
not worried about his 
style. My worry is I need 
to get 100 percent condi-
tioned -- the stamina, the 
power and the strength 
to survive the 12 rounds,” 
Pacquiao said.

However, the challeng-

er predicted on Thursday 
that his fans would see him 
on top form in Malaysia.

“A young Manny Pac-
quiao throwing a lot of 
punches, and more foot-
work, head movements, 
side by side (motions) -- 
that’s my goal to achieve 
for this ight,” he said.

Pacquiao, who is also 
a Philippine senator, pre-
viously rejected criticism 
that his recent losses have 
tarnished his record.

Yesterday he hit the 
mitts with friend and 
compatriot Restituto “Bu-
boy” Fernandez whom 
he chose to be his head 
coach for the ight over 
long-standing US trainer 
Freddie Roach.

Roach expressed hurt 
last month after saying 
ties had been cut.

“Buboy adapted the 
style of Freddie Roach and 
he knows what to do for 
this training so I am con i-
dent with Buboy,” Pacquiao 
said, refusing to compare 
the two trainers.

Pacquiao says Matthysse bout to
be ‘basis’ for retirement call
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ElseWhere

Egypt opens Gaza border for month of 
Ramadan: president
C , M  18 (AFP): Egyptian President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi has 
made a rare decision to open the Rafah crossing with Gaza for a 
month, allowing Palestinians to cross during the holy period of Ra-
madan. The decision to keep the crossing open was taken “to allevi-
ate the suffering” of residents in the Palestinian enclave, Sisi said on 
Facebook late yesterday.

The Rafah crossing is Gaza’s only gateway to the outside world 
not controlled by Israel, but Egypt has largely sealed it in recent 

years, citing security threats. It is usually open a few dozen days a 
year and such an extended period is rare.

Sisi’s announcement comes after some 60 Palestinians were 
killed by Israeli ire on the Gaza border earlier this week, with the 
victims described by Egypt’s foreign ministry as “martyrs”.

A total of 114 Gazans have been killed in border protests and 
clashes since March 30, in the run-up to the controversial opening 
Monday of the US embassy in Jerusalem.

Egypt has relations with both Israel and Gaza rulers Hamas, giving 
Cairo an instrumental role in easing tensions between the two sides and 
alleviating the pressure on the enclave’s two million residents.

SAJJAD HUSSAIN
I , M  18 (PTI):

Pakistan today summoned 
Indian High Commissioner 

Ajay Bisaria over “unprovoked 
cease ire violations” by Indian 
forces along the Line of Control.

The Foreign Of ice (FO) 
here said in a statement that 
the acting foreign secretary 
summoned the Indian envoy 
and “condemned” the iring in-
cidents today in Pukhlian, Cah-
prar, Harpal, Charwah and Sha-
kargarh sectors.

Pakistan informed the Indi-
an envoy that the “unprovoked 
cease ire violations had killed 
four members of a family” in 
village Khanoor while 10 other 
people were injured.

The FO claimed the iring by 
the Indian side was still going on.

Indian of icials said four civil-
ians and a BSF jawan were killed 
while 12 others were injured as 
Pakistan Rangers heavily shelled 
villages and border outposts 
(BoPs) in Jammu early today.

This is the third day of 
shelling and iring by Pakistani 
troops along the international 
border (IB) in Jammu frontier 
and comes ahead of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s visit to 
Jammu and Kashmir tomorrow.

Pakistan Rangers shelled ar-
eas in R S Pura, Bishnah and Ar-
nia sectors of Jammu by resort-
ing to heavy mortar shelling and 
iring since 1 am in RS Pura and 

Bishnah sectors, a senior BSF of-

icer said.
Yesterday, a BSF jawan was 

among two persons injured 
when Pakistani troops opened 
ire and lobbed mortars at over 

15 border outposts and some 
civilian areas along the inter-
national border in Samba and 
Kathua districts.

On May 15, a 28-year-old 
BSF jawan was killed when 
Pakistani troops violated the 
cease ire by opening ire on 
forward posts to help in iltra-
tors cross the border in Sam-
ba sector. Indian troops have 
also foiled four in iltration bids 
along the IB since May 12.

Pakistan said the Indian 
envoy was informed that the 
“deliberate targeting of civilian 

populated areas is indeed de-
plorable and contrary to human 
dignity, international human 
rights and humanitarian laws”.

“The cease ire violations 
by India are a threat to region-
al peace and security and may 
lead to a strategic miscalcula-
tion,” the FO said.

Pakistan also said that Indi-
an forces along the LoC and the 
IB are continuously targeting 
civilian populated areas with 
heavy weapons.

It alleged that in 2018, In-
dian forces have carried out 
more than 1,050 cease ire vi-
olations along the LoC and the 
border resulting in the deaths 
of 28 civilians, while injuring 
117 others.

Pakistan urged India to 
respect the 2003 cease ire ar-
rangement, investigate this and 
other incidents of cease ire vi-
olations, instruct Indian forces 
to respect the cease ire in letter 
and spirit and maintain peace 
on the LoC and the internation-
al border.

It also urged India to permit 
the UN Military Observer Group 
in India and Pakistan (UNMO-
GIP) to play its mandated role 
as per UN Security Council res-
olutions.

India maintains that the 
UNMOGIP has outlived its 
utility and is irrelevant after 
the Shimla Agreement and the 
consequent establishment of 
the Line of Control.

LALIT K JHA 
W , M  18 (PTI): 

Gina Haspel is all set to be-
come the irst female direc-

tor of the CIA, despite her role 
in the spy agency’s controver-
sial interrogation techniques, 
including waterboarding, post 
the 9/11 terror attacks.

The United States Senate 
yesterday voted 54-45 to con-
irm the 61-year-old veteran 

as the director of the Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA).

Haspel, facing allegations 
from opposition Democrat-
ic Senators and human rights 
bodies for her alleged role in 
CIA’s interrogation programme 
post 9/11, was con irmed by 
the Senate after six Democratic 
senators supported President 
Donald Trump’s nominee. 

Prominent among those 
was Senator Mark Warner, 

Ranking Member of the Senate 
Select Intelligence Committee.

Haspel once oversaw a so-
called black site in Thailand 
after the September 11, 2001 
terror attacks in the US. “Con-
gratulations to our new CIA 
Director, Gina Haspel!” Trump 
tweeted soon thereafter.

Haspel will be the irst 
woman to lead the spy agency 
in its 70-year history.

A career CIA of icial for 
more than three decades 
now, Haspel, is expected to 
be sworn in shortly as the top 
American spymaster.

She worked in Africa, Eu-
rope and classi ied locations 
around the globe and was 
tapped as deputy director of 
the CIA last year. She worked 
under former CIA director 
Mike Pompeo until President 

Trump moved him to be his 
Secretary of State.

During her career in the 
CIA, Haspel has worked in 
various capacities and has 
been stationed clandestinely 
overseas including her stint in 
Africa, wherein in the 80s she 
assisted Mother Teresa in hu-
manitarian assistance.

“Gina has clearly demon-
strated that she is a person 
of high integrity with valu-
able frontline and executive 
experience as a career intel-
ligence officer. 

“Her con irmation rep-
resents the best we have to of-
fer as a country. On behalf of the 
Intelligence Community, we sa-
lute Director Haspel, a trailblaz-
er...,” said Daniel Coats, Director 
of National Intelligence.

During her con irmation 
hearing on May 9, Haspel as-

sured lawmakers that under 
her leadership, the CIA will 
not restart a detention and 
interrogation programme car-
ried out post 9/11.

“Today the US Government 
has a clear legal and policy 
framework that governs de-
tentions and interrogations. 
Speci ically, the law provides 
that no individual in US cus-
tody may be subjected to any 
interrogation technique or ap-
proach that is not authorised 
by and listed in the Army Field 
Manual,” she said.

Senator Marco Rubio ap-
plauded the Senate’s biparti-
san con irmation of Haspel’s 
nomination for CIA director.

“With her unparalleled 
CIA experience, she will hit 
the ground running and con-
tinue to lead the world’s in-
est intelligence agency. I look 

forward to working with her 
as she helps advance and pro-
tect America’s national secu-
rity interests from the daily 
threats we face,” he said.

“I believe she is someone 
who can and will stand up to 
the President if ordered to do 
something illegal or immor-
al - like a return to torture,” 
said Warner, who had initially 
opposed her nomination but 
inally voted yes.

However, several mem-
bers of the opposition Demo-
cratic party remained critical 
of her and voted against.

“Ms Haspel played a cen-
tral role in the CIA’s Rendition, 
Detention and Interrogation 
programme. This was one of 
the darkest chapters in our 
nation’s history and it must 
not be repeated,” Senator Di-
ane Feinstein said.

Top Indian 
acedemic joins 
Singapore’s 
think tank
GURDIP SINGH
S , M  18 
(PTI): Renowned Indian 
academic and foreign pol-
icy analyst C Raja Mohan 
has been appointed as 
director of the Institute 
of South Asian Studies, a 
think tank of the National 
University of Singapore, a 
statement said today.

Mohan, rated among 
the leading strategic 
thinkers and commen-
tators, will assume the 
charge from May 21, Insti-
tute of South Asian Stud-
ies (ISAS) said.

Mohan will concur-
rently be a visiting re-
search professor at the 
ISAS, the statement said, 
adding that he has been a 
visiting research profes-
sor at the ISAS since 2012.

“It is important for us to 
further extend our imprint 
across South Asia through 
engagement and research 
relevant to our stakehold-
ers and policymakers, in 
particular, and the global 
academic and research fra-
ternity, in general.

“I strongly believe that 
Professor Mohan is well 
quali ied to do that for ISAS. 
He comes with a wealth of 
experience on South Asia 
and its relations with the 
global powers,” ISAS chair-
man ambassador Gopinath 
Pillai said.

Mohan has held aca-
demic appointments at 
leading institutions glob-
ally and is author of sev-
eral publications.

From 2009 to 2010, 
he was the Henry Alfred 
Kissinger Chair in Foreign 
and International Relations 
at the Library of Congress.

Prior to that, he was a 
professor of South Asian 
Studies at the Jawaharlal 
Nehru University (JNU) in 
New Delhi.

He was also a member 
of India’s National Secu-
rity Advisory Board and 
served as the diplomatic 
editor and Washington 
correspondent for the na-
tional daily ‘The Hindu’.

Mohan holds a PhD 
in International Relations 
(Strategic Studies and Arms 
Control) from the JNU.

Gina Haspel set to become irst female director of CIA

Pak summons Indian envoy over ‘unprovoked’ LoC iring

W , M  18 
(PTI): President Donald 
Trump today said the US 
will go on to the next step 
if his planned summit with 
North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un does not mate-
rialise, as he sought to 
blame China for a change 
in Pyongyang’s stance on 
the historic meeting be-
tween the two leaders.

A cloud of uncertain-
ty continues to hover 
over Trump’s meeting 
with Kim in Singapore as 
North Korea on Tuesday 
abruptly threatened to 
pull out of the planned 
June 12 summit, blaming 
US demands for “unilater-

al nuclear abandonment”. 
Pyongyang has also taken 
strong exceptions to mili-
tary drills between the US 
and South Korea.

“We’ll see what hap-
pens. If the meeting hap-
pens, it happens. And if 
it doesn’t, we go on to the 
next step,” Trump told re-
porters in the Oval Of ice.

Seeking to placate 
Kim, Trump offered him 
guarantees of staying in 
power if he abandons nu-
clear weapons, but threat-
ened that a diplomacy 
failure could lead to a sit-
uation where the North 
Korean leader could suf-
fer the same fate as Lib-

ya’s Moamer Kadha i, 
who was overthrown and 
killed by rebels.

Trump, responding 
to reporters’ questions 
on the sudden change in 
the North Korean leaders’ 
stance towards the sum-
mit said “things changed” 
when they met with China.

“It could very well be 
that he’s (Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping) in luenc-
ing Kim Jong Un. We’ll see 
what happens. Meaning 
the president of China, 
President Xi could be in-
luencing Kim Jong Un. But 

we’ll see,” he said, ques-
tioning the second meeting 
between Xi and Kim in less 

than two months.
“I really don’t know, 

no. I want to give every-
body the bene it of the 
doubt. I can only say are 
people are literally deal-
ing with them right now in 
terms of making arrange-
ments for the meeting. So 
that’s a lot different from 
what you read, but often-
times what you read if it’s 
not fake news, it’s true. So 
we’ll see what happens,” 
Trump said when asked 
if his meeting with Chair-
man Kim is happening.

Over the last few days, 
North Korea has threat-
ened to cancel the Trump-
Kim meeting over the 

ongoing annual military 
exercise between South 
Korea and the US.

“We are dealing with 
them now. We may have 
the meeting; we may not 
have the meeting. If we 
don’t have it, that will be 
very interesting. We’ll see 
what happens. The bor-
der is still quite strong,” 
he said, as he tended to 
blame the Chinese for 
the sudden change in the 
North Korean stance.

The US President said 
“things changed a little bit” 
after they (North Korean 
leaders) had the second 
meeting with President 
Xi, which, Trump said was 

a little bit of a “surprise 
meeting”.

Trump appeared to 
soften his stance towards 
the North Korean leaders 
as he sounded hopeful of 
the meeting and sought to 
dismiss negative reports 
regarding the fate of the 
summit. 

“But I will say this, 
we are continuing to ne-
gotiate in terms of loca-
tion, the location where 
to meet, how to meet, 
rooms, everything else, 
and they’ve been nego-
tiating like nothing hap-
pened. But if you read 
the newspapers, maybe it 
won’t happen,” he said.

Will go on to next step if N Korea summit doesn’t happen: Trump

China to use Taiwan as base to 
isolate India, Japan: US lawmaker

W , M  18 (PTI): China will turn Taiwan 
into a major nuclear and conventional military base, a 
move which will allow it to project power into the Indi-
an Ocean and consolidate more control over the disput-
ed South China Sea to “isolate” both India and Japan, a 
US lawmaker has warned.

Expressing concern over China’s growing economic 
and military power, Richard D Fisher of the Internation-
al Assessment and Strategy Center told lawmakers yes-
terday that Beijing had a new strategy for gaining even-
tual global military access called “debt trap diplomacy”.

“China may be using debt pressure right now to 
force Djibouti to limit US military access in that stra-
tegic base. It recently gained ownership of a new large 
port in Sri Lanka by debt default,” Fisher said.
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EtCETERA

The Vampire Diaries star Nina Dobrev is city 
chic while walking around in SoHo.

ARIES: Do you say yes every time 
someone asks for a favor, Aries? Is 
it sometimes hard to ind time for 
yourself because you’re so busy 
coming to the rescue of a friend 
or family member? Today’s ce-
lestial energy asks you to think 
about you. Say no to your sister’s 
tenth babysitting request in two 
weeks. Do absolutely nothing if 
that’s what you wish. Take care 
of yourself before taking care of 
everyone else!  
TAURUS: Do you think your body 
re lects who you are, Taurus? 
If you have the feeling that it 
doesn’t, it’s probably because the 
image you have of yourself isn’t 
quite right. Take a close look at 
yourself in order to readjust that 
image. You’ll see that your body is 

the exact mirror of who you are 
at the moment. The alignment of 
the planets will help you see this 
more clearly now.  
GEMINI: Has it been dif icult 
these past few days to commu-
nicate with those close to you? 
Are you a little skeptical about 
your charm? In fact, have you 
been feeling somewhat unsure 
of yourself in general? The day 
ahead is excellent for a fresh 
start. You’re full of con idence. 
You have a natural gift for diplo-
macy, and your sense of re ine-
ment will once again be noticed 
and appreciated.   
CANCER: It has been fairly 
easy for you to detect the truth 
behind the situations you’ve 
encountered lately. However, 

beginning today, your analyti-
cal abilities won’t be so reliable. 
The ups and downs of your re-
lationships puzzle you in partic-
ular, and no amount of analysis 
yields a solution. A certain lack 
of commitment from other peo-
ple will stir doubt, and you’ll 
begin to wonder if you’re truly 
appreciated and understood.  
LEO:  How intense the past 
few days have been! You could 
spend months just re lecting on 
these recent experiences. But 
the mood isn’t conducive to in-
trospection right now. A change 
of temper today encourages you 
to share your life more gener-
ously. But with whom will you 
share it? That may well be the 
question of the day.  

VIRGO: The day ahead may 
help you break away from the 
surrounding gloom and doom. 
A more playful in luence is try-
ing to make its way into your 
relationships, especially your 
emotional commitments. It 
could refresh your interest in 
your love life. If you haven’t 
been spending enough quality 
time with your partner, you’d 
better make up for it now. Your 
mate will be overjoyed.  
LIBRA: Sometimes you feel 
like you’re navigating through 
a thick fog, but the obscurity 
will inally lift today. The skies 
ahead are sunny and clear! You 
can expect an invitation to take 
a little trip or an offer to belong 
to a special group. Don’t pass up 

any opportunities to have fun, 
Libra. You can bene it from a di-
version right now!  
SCORPIO: Was someone close 
to you rude without any prov-
ocation? Were you the target of 
unpleasant criticism? You take 
these slights to heart. Beginning 
today, and throughout the days 
to come, you can expect to with-
draw somewhat in order to lick 
your wounds. You need more 
harmony and gentleness in 
your love life, and you’re likely 
to obtain that soon. Be patient!  
SAGITTARIUS: Having a person-
al opinion on any question isn’t 
the most dif icult thing in the 
world to do, Sagittarius. More 
dif icult is confronting with 
some objectivity the opinions of 

others. The current celestial en-
ergy is marking a change toward 
a mindset that is more scienti i-
cally oriented. This is no longer 
the moment to af irm yourself 
but rather to learn from others.  
CAPRICORN: Enough of think-
ing about yourself, Capricorn! 
The hour has now arrived to 
draw some conclusions. You’re 
at the end of the lengthy volume 
you were writing on your in-
ner life. You’ll have to integrate 
what you’ve learned with the 
different emotions and situa-
tions that you’re in now. “Nor-
malization” will be the key word 
in the days to come.  
AQUARIUS: Seduction through 
words is your real power, Aquar-
ius. You have a great talent for 

anything involving words. So 
you’re going to be able to attract 
even more admirers around you 
today! With the current plane-
tary energy at work, you’ll sure-
ly get irst prize in any contest of 
words. If you’ve been thinking 
about writing a love letter or a 
pro ile for a dating website, by 
all means, do so now!  
PISCES: With today’s celestial 
energy, you’re going to feel like 
you’re on vacation, Pisces. This 
planetary con iguration often 
gives people the feeling of having 
a fresh mind and calm disposition. 
Problems that once seemed so 
complicated now appear simple 
and surmountable. You could also 
have some fun writing. Try it. You 
may be surprised by the results.
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John Wick: Chapter 3 begins its countdown to release one year from 
now with a new motion poster. Keanu Reeves’ career got a huge boost, 

of course, in October 2014 when the revenge thriller John Wick debuted, 
earning $88 million worldwide against a $20 million budget. And while 
those weren’t exactly blockbuster numbers, there apparently was a tidy 
enough pro it for Lionsgate/Summit to come back three years later with 
John Wick: Chapter 2, which more than doubled the original’s domestic 
box of ice take ($92 million vs. $43 million) on its way to a solid world-
wide haul of $171.5 million.

Naturally, the John Wick franchise had acquired the momentum it 
needed by that point to launch John Wick: Chapter 3 into production, as 
John Wick (Reeves) left Chapter 2 of the ilm series open with virtually ev-
erybody’s crosshairs on the former assassin as the ilm wrapped up. The 
third ilm kicked into high gear recently with the reveal of the plot at Cin-
emaCon - Wick’s got a $14 million open contract on his life after breaking 
a central rule of killing someone on Continental Hotel grounds and uses 
the service industry of New York to stay alive - and the announcement 

earlier this month that the ilm began principal photography.
Now, just over a week into ilming, John Wick: Chapter 3 (which has the 

working title Parabellum) is marking a momentous day on the calendar: 
May 17, which is one year to the day that the ilm will debut in theaters. 
The production released a black-and-white motion poster on Twitter that 
evolves from a blurry igure into a disheveled John Wick with a blood stain 
on his shirt, standing in the rain, along with the ominous words, “Be seeing 
you ... IN ONE YEAR” fading into view, followed by “JW3.” 

Fans will no doubt get hyped up over the motion poster’s release, and 
can of icially begin the year-long countdown to the ilm’s release. The 
exciting thing is, John Wick: Chapter 3 has all of Reeves’ principal col-
laborators coming back, from director Chad Stahelski and screenwriter 
Derek Kohlstad to co-stars Ian McShane, Common and Laurence Fish-
burne - whose brief but brilliant role as the Bowery King in Chapter 2 
screamed for his larger involvement in Chapter 3. On top of that, reports 
surfaced last month that the production was eyeing Halle Berry to play 
the female lead.

John Wick 3 will be seeing you in one year

Ariana Grande has described the Man-
chester Arena bomb attack as the 

“absolute worst of humanity” in an inter-
view nearly a year on from the atrocity.

Twenty-two people were killed and 
more than 500 injured when a suicide 
bomber detonated an explosive device 
as fans were leaving her concert in the 
city on 22 May last year.

Grande - whose irst new music fol-
lowing the attack, No Tears Left To Cry, 
alluded to the atrocity - spoke about her 
response to the attack and its impact on 
her music.

The 24-year-old American singer told 
Time magazine: “The last thing I would 
ever want is for my fans to see something 
like that happen and think it won.

“Music is supposed to be the safest 
thing in the world. I think that’s why it’s 
still so heavy on my heart every single day.

“I wish there was more that I could 
ix. You think with time it’ll become eas-

ier to talk about. Or you’ll make peace 
with it. But every day I wait for that 
peace to come and it’s still very painful.”

Following the attack, the singer 
put on a bene it concert in Manchester 
called One Love Manchester for the fam-
ilies of those affected.

More than £2.7m was raised from 
the gig which featured Katy Perry, Justin 

Bieber, Liam Gallagher and The Black 
Eyed Peas among other A-list acts, and 
Grande was “moved” after being named 
an honorary citizen of Manchester.

She also got a bee tattoo, which came 
to symbolise Manchester’s resilience in 
the wake of the attack.

In a message to fans last year, Grande 
said: “We won’t let hate win. Our response 

to this violence must be to come closer 
together, to help each other, to love more, 
to sing louder, and to live more kindly and 
generously than we did before.”

Grande’s new album is called Sweet-
ener, with the singer saying the message 
to her fans was that you can make a bad 
situation better.

ARIANA GRANDE ON MANCHESTER ATTACK: 
‘IT’S STILL SO HEAVY ON MY HEART’

Disha Patani to star in Salman 
and Priyanka’s Bharat

One of Salman Khan’s 
most anticipated ilms 

– Bharat is inally happen-
ing. The ilm marks the re-
union of Salman Khan and 
Priyanka Chopra after a de-
cade and fans are super ex-
cited about it. It was recent-
ly when PeeCee con irmed 
being a part of the ilm in 
an of icial statement. Sunil 
Grover will also be joining 
Salman and Priyanka in the 
Ali Abbas Zafar directorial.

According to a latest 
report in Mumbai Mirror, 
Baaghi 2 actress Disha Pa-
tani has been roped in for 
the ilm. The beauty will 
play the role of a trapeze 
artiste in a 1960s circus. 
Disha might also romance 
Salman during his young-
er days in the ilm. The 
circus segment in Bharat 
is director Ali’s tribute to 
his idol Raj Kapoor in Mera 
Naam Joker. Con irming 
the same, Ali Abbas Zafar 
told Mirror, “The pairing of 
Salman and Disha in a cir-
cus set-up in the ’60s is un-

usual and exciting. She is a 
promising star and for this 
character, we needed a girl 
who looked vulnerable and 
beautiful yet had the physi-
cality of an athlete. Disha it 
the bill perfectly.”

Ali Abbas Zafar even 
took to his Twitter to an-
nounce the same as he 
said, “Welcome @DishPa-
tani to the journey of @
Bharat_TheFilm @Being-
SalmanKhan @priyank-
achopra”

Disha too shared her 
excitement in an of icial 
statement to Mirror saying, 
“I’m excited to be a part of 
Bharat, it’s like a dream 
come true to get an oppor-
tunity to work with Salman 
sir and I can’t wait for the 
journey to begin. I am a big 
fan of Ali Abbas sir’s work.”

Bharat is an of icial ad-
aptation of the South Kore-
an movie – Ode To My Fa-
ther. The ilm depicted the 
history of the country from 
the 1950s to present-day 
through the life of a man.

INSTAGRAM IS 
LETTING USERS 
SHARE POSTS 
DIRECTLY TO 
THEIR STORIES

The line between Instagram posts and sto-
ries is getting even thinner today. There’s a 

new feature that will let users share posts — 
both from their own account and from public 
accounts they follow — directly to their story as 
a sticker.

Instagram imagines the feature will be used 
to help promote friends and brands you like on 
your own story, making it easier to share, say, 
a band’s tour announcement with your follow-
ers. (It’s easier than saving or screenshotting 
the image itself since people are going to do it 
anyway.) Any post that you share to your story 
still will include the original poster’s username, 
along with a link back to the original post.

Users will be able to share stories by tap-
ping the same paper airplane above a post in 
their feed that they would use to share a post 
through Instagram Direct. Now, there’s an ad-
ditional option to create a story instead. Posts 
share to stories as a sticker that users can rear-
range, resize, and place on customizable back-
grounds before posting.

Only posts from public accounts can be 
shared to stories, and users will have the option 
to disable others from sharing their posts.

The new story-sharing feature was launched 
on Android on 17 May, and it should roll out to 
iOS over the coming week.


